
BY AUTHORITY OF CONGRESS. 

THE 

l?nblic Statutes at targt 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
FROM THE 

ORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT IN 1789, TO MARCH 3, 1845. 

ARRANGED IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER. 

WITH 

REFERENCES TO THE MATTER OF EACH ACT AND TO THE SUBSEQUENT ACTS 
ON THE SAME SUBJEC1', 

AND 

COPIOUS NOTES OF THE DECISIONS 
OF THE 

Q!ourts of tijt mniteh !Hates 
CONSTRUING THOSE ACTS, AND UPON THE SUBJECTS OF THE LAWS, 

WITH AN 

INDEX TO THE CONTENTS OF EACH VOLUME, 

AND A 

FULL GENERAL INDEX TO THE WHOLE WORK,IN THE CONCLUDING VOLUME. 

TOGETHER WITH 

l!rpe 'mec!a:ta:tfon of :l!nllepenbence, tile a'.tHt!u of (!J:onfellentron, anll 
tile (ltonstftutfon of tbe @llnftell .5!otates; 

AND ALSO, 

TABLES, IN THE LAST VOLUME, CONTAINING LISTS OF THE ACTS RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY, 

IMPOSTS AND TONNAGE, THE PUBLIC LANDS, ETC, 

EDITED BY 

R I C H A R D P E T E R S, E S Q., 
COUNSELLOR AT LAW. 

The rights and interest or the United States 1n the stereotype plates from which this work is printed, are hereby recognised, 
acknowledged, and declared by the publishers, according to the provislom1 of the Joint resolution or Congress, passed JdU'Ch 31 1845. 

VOL. II. 

BOSTON: 

CHARLES C. LITTLE AND JAMES BROWN. 

1845. 



J 

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1845, by 

CRARLES C. LITTLE & Jnrns BROWN, 

in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the District of Massachusetts. 

~~ 
0CT-11'Sl 1 

PHILADELPHIA : 
STEREOTYPED BY L. 10I!NSO!r, 



LIST 
OF 'l'Hll 

PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS, 

CONTAINED IN VOLUME SECOND. 

'.lets of tqc .5ixt~ <!!ongrcss of tqc ilnitch States. 

STATUTE I.-1799, 1800. 
PaJ• 

Suits in the District Coort of Pennsylvania. An act for reviving and continuing suits and 
proceedings in the Circuit Court for the District of Pennsylvania. (Obsolete.) 
Dec. 24, 1799................................... ... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 3 

Privilege of Franking and Compensation to William Henry Harrison. An act extending the 
privilege of franking to William Henry Harrison, the delegate from the territory of 
the United States northwest of the Ohio, and making provision for his compensa-
tion. (Obsolete.) Jan. 2, 1800....................... ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... .. . 4 

Suppl:ement to the .JJ.ct for the Valuation of Lands, S,,c. An act supplementary to the act en
titled "An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the 
enumeration of slaves within the United States." Obsolete. Jan. 2, 1800......... 4 

Imprisonment for Debt. An act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt. Jan. 6, 1800. 4 

Preservation of Peace with the Indian Tribes. An act for the preservation of peace with the 
Indian Tribes. (Expired.) Jan. 17, 1800._ ... • .. ,.~:-;::;;·;;"a . ._.:. ................... 6 

Remission of Penalties and Forfeitures. An act Jo· rep~l part of an act entitled "An act to 
provide for mitigating or remitting the· forfeitures, penalties, aiid aisabilities, accru
ing in certain cases therein mentione~, ant Sot<¥>ntinue in force the residue of the 
same." Feb. 11, 1800 ............... : ...... : .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. . 7 

Military Warrants. An act giving further time to tq,e-hold.;}~'of milita-ty warrants to re
gister and locate the same. (Obsolete.) Feb.-·lI,- 1800,.......... .... . .. . . ... . .. . 7 

..irmy of the United States. An act to suspend in part an act entitled "An act to augment 
the army of the United States, and for other purposes." (Obsolete.) Feb. 20, 1800. 7 

Suspension of commercial Intercourse with France. An act further to suspend the commercial 
intercourse betwee1>. the United States and France and the dependencies thereof. 
(Expired.) Feb. 27, 1800........................................................ 7 

Second Census of the Inhabitants of the United States. An act providing for the second census 
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States. (Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 
1800 ............................................................................. ·11 

Lands granted to the United Brethren. An act in addition to an act entitled "An act regu
lating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the Society of 
the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen." March l, 
1800 ............................................................................. 14 

Salvage in Cases of Recapture. An act providing for salvage in cases of recapture. March 
3, 1800 ....................... ·..... ... . .. . .... ... . .. . . . .. .. .. . . ... ... . .... . ... ... 16 

Assent ~f Congress to .8.cts of Maryland and Georgia. An act decl~ring the assent of Congress 
to certain acts of the States of Maryland arid Georgia. (Obsolete.) March 17, 
1800 ...................................................................... ::.··" 18 

111 



JV LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. 

District Courts in North Carolina. An act to alter the times of holding the District Court in 
North Carolina. (Obsolete.) March 19, 1800 .................................. . 

Privilege of Franking to Martha Washington. An act to extend the privilege of franking 
letters and packages to Martha Washington. April 3, 1800 .............••........ 

18 

19 

~tablishment of a wnijorm System of Bankruptcy, An act to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States, (Repealed.) April 4, 1800 ...... , •... , 19 

Drawback on Duties on goods exported to New Orleans. An act to allow a drawback of duties on 
goods exported to New Orleans, and therein to amend the act entitled "An _act to re
gulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." (Repealed.) Apnl 5, 1800. 36 

Fisheries of the United States. An act to continue in force "an act concerning certain fish
eries of the United States, and for the regulation and government of the fishermen 
employed therein," and for other purposes as therein mentioned. (Obsolete.) April 
12, 1800 ......................................................................... 36 

Oaths wnder the .!let for taking the Second Census. An act to alter the form of certain oaths and 
affirmations directed to be taken by the act entitled "An act providing for the second 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States." (Obsolete.) April 
12, 1800 ......................................................................... 37 

Privilege of obtaining Patents for useful Inventfons extended to certain Persons. An act to ex-
tend the privilege of obtaining patents for useful discoveries and inventions, to 
certain persons therein mentioned, and to enlarge and define the penalties for vio
lating the rights of patentees. (Repealed-) April 17, 1800....................... 37 

Compensation ~f the Paymaster-general and of the Assistant to the ..id/utant-general, o/C, An act to 
fix the compensation of the paymaster-general, and assistant to the adjutant-gene-
ral. (Repealed.) April 22, 1800.. ... . . .. . .. .. . ... . .. • . ... . ... ..... ... . .. . . ... . . 38 

Defence of Merchant Vessels against Frenrh Depredations. An act to continue in force the act 
entitled "An act to authorize the defence of the merchant vessels of the United 
States against French depredations.'' (Obsolete.) April 22, 1800 ..... ,.......... 39 

Evidence in Cases of contested Elections of Members of the House of Representatives. An act to 
continue in force, for a limited time, an act entitled "An act to prescribe the mode 
of taking evidence in cases of contested elections for members of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, and to compel the attendance of witnesses. 
April 22, 1800 .......................................... ,........................ 39 

Rank and Pay ~f the commanding Officer of Marines. An act fixing the rank and pay of the 
commanding officer of the corps of marines. April 22, 1800...................... 39 

Trade and Intercourse with the Indian Tribes. An act supplementary to the act to regulate 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers. 
April 22, 1800.............................. ... . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . ... . .. . . . . . . 39 

Duties on Stamps. An act to establish a general stamp-office. (Repealed.) April 23, 
1800 ............................................................................. 40 

Post-roads. An act to alter and establish sundry post-roads. (Obsolete.) April 23, 1800. 42 

Government of the Navy of the United States. An act for the better government of the navy 
of the United States. April 23, 1800............................................. 45 

The Mint. An act respecting the mint. April 24, 1800.................................. 53 

Pwnishment ~f Crimes. An act to continue in force the act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States. (Obsolete.) April 24, 
1800 ............................................................................ 54 

Duties on Snuff, and Snuff Mills. An act to repeal the act laying duties on mills and imple
ments employed rn the manufacture of snuff. (Obsolete.) April 24, 1800......... 54 

Removal and .llcrnmmodation of the Government. An act lo make further provision for the re
moval and accommodation of the government of the United States. April 24, 1800. 55 

.Jlcceptance of Jurisd,iction of the W,stern Reserve. An act to authorize the President of the 
United States to accept for the United States a cession of jurisdiction of the terri• 
tory west of Pennsylvania, commonly called the Western Reserve of Connecticut. 
April 28, 1800................................................................... 56 

Rebuilding the Light-house at New London, ~c. An act to provide for rebuilding the Jight
hous~ at New London; for the support of a light-house at Clark's Point; for the 
erection and support of a light-house at Wigwam Point, and for other purposes. 
April 29, 1800., ............ , •.• , .. , , .. , ... , , ................................... , 67 



LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. 

Compensation of the Officers of the Senate and House of Repi·esentatives, An act supplementary 
to the law5 now in force, fixing the compensations of the officers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives. (Expired.) May Z, 1800............ ... • .. . . .• • • .. • • • 58 

Division of the Northwestern Territory. An act to divide the territory of the United States 
northwest of the Ohio into two separate governments. May r, 1800...... • • • • • • • • 58 

The Pre.-ident authorized to borrow money for the public Service. An act to enable the president 
of the United States to borrow money for the public service. (Obsolete.) May 7, 
1800 ............................................................................ 60 

Duties on Salt, qc. An act tu continue in force "An act laying an additional duty on salt im
ported into the United States and for other purposes." (Obsolete.) May 7, 1800.. 60 

Sale and Conveyanc, of Lands by the Marshal,, qc, An act to authorize the sale and con
veyance of lands in certain cases by the marshals of the United States, and to con-
firm former sales. May 7, 1800 .......................................... ,....... 61 

Publu: .llrsenals and Magazines. An act for the regulation of public arsenals and maga-
zines. May 7, 1800............................................................. 61 

Jlppropriations for the Si,pport of Government. An act making appropriations for the support 
of government for the year one thousand eight hundred. (Obsolete.) May 7, 
1800 ............................................................... ········ ...... 62 

Appropriations Jo,· the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the mili
tary establishment of the United States, in the year one thousand eight hundred. 
(Obsolete.) May 10, 1800................... ... . . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . ... . .... .. . 66 

Collection Districts established and altered. An act to establish the district of Kennebunk, and 
to annex Lyme to New London; and to alter the district of Bermuda Hundred and 
City Point; and therein to amend the act entitled" An act to regulate the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage." May 10, 1800................................ 68 

Amicable Settlement of Limits uith the State of Georgia, and establishing a Government in the Mis
sissippi Territory. An act supplemental to the act entitled "An act for an amicable 
settlement of limits with the State of Georgia; and authorizing the establishment 
of a government in the Mississippi territory. May 10, 1800...................... 69 

Slave Trade. An act in addition to the act entitled "An act to prohibit the carrying on the 
slave trade from the United States to any foreign place or country." May 10, 
1800 ............ ··•·····••·••· ................................................. 70 

Direct Taxes, Equalizing the Valuation of 1tnseated Lands. An act to provide for equalizing 
the valuatiol} of unseated lands. (Obsolete,) May·10, 1800... ... . ... . ... . .. .. . .. 71 

Compensation of the Officers employed in Collecting Duties on Imports,J,tnd Tonnage. An act sup
plementary to an act entitled "An act to establish the compensation of the officers 
employed in the collection of the duties 011 imports and tonnage." May 10, 1800.. 72 

Sale of Lands in the Territory northwest of the Ohio, qc. An act to amend the act entitled "An act 
providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in the territory northwest of 
the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river." May JO, 1800................ 73 

Compensation of Public Ministers. An act to ascertain the compensation of pnbljc ministers. 
(Repealed.) May 10, 1800.. ... .. ... ... .. .. . . .. . .... .... .. . . .... ... . .... . .. . .. .. 78 

.Jlppropriations for the Navy. An act making appropriations for the navy of the United 
States, during the year one thousand eight hundred. (Obsolete.) May 10, 1800, . . 79 

Treasury Dcpartmwt. An act supplementary to the act entitled" An act to establish the 
Treasury Department." May 10, 1800.............................. .. . . .. .. .. . . . 79 

.Jluthorizing the Issuing of certain Patents. An act to authorize the issuing of certain patents. 
(Obsolete.) May 13, 1800....................................................... 80 

Surveyors ~f the Revenue. An act to enlarge the powers of the surveyors of the revenue. 
(Repealed.) May 13, 1800.... .. . . .. . . .. . ... . .. . . ... . ... .... .... . .. . . .. . . .. • .. . . 80 

.flmendment of the Judicial ./let. An act to amend an act entitled" An act to establish the 
Judicial Courts of the United States." May 13, 1800...... ... .. .. . .... . ... ... .. . . 82 

Expense of a Treaty with the Indians. An act to appropriate a certain sum of money to de• 
fray the expense of holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians. (Obsolete.) May 
13, 1800... .... ............ ..... ... ... . .... ......... ... .... .... ........ .. ....... 82 

Payment of a Detachment of the Militia. An act directing the payment of a detachment of 
the militil). under the command of Major Thomas Johnson, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four. (Obsolete.) May 13, 1800........ ... .. .. . .. . . . . . 82 

VoL. II.-(2) B 



vi LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. 

Bum ret&i,u,i ,m Drawbacks in lieu. of Stamp Duties. An act to retain a further sum on. dr~w
backs, for the expenses incident to the allowance and payment thereof, and m lleu 

Flip 

of stamp duties on debentures. (Obsolete.) May 13, 1800 .... , ..... • • • • • • •, .. • • • 82 

.11uthorizing .Expenditures and making .llppropriations. An act to authorize ce1'.ain expendi
tures, and to make certain appropriations for the year one thousand eight hundred. 
(Obsolete.) May 13, 1800............................................ .. . . . . . . . . . 83 

Dutin o,i. Merchandise importBd. An act to lay additional duties on certain articles imported. 
(Obsolete.) May 13, 1800....... . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . 84 

Meeting of Congress. An act appointing the time and directing the place of the next meet-
ing of Congress. (Obsolete.) May 13, 1800..................................... 85 

Prwision for Rations for Indians and for their Visits to the Seat of f!°l1ernment. An act to make 
provision relative to rations for Indians and to their v1s1ts to the seat of govern-
ment. May 13, 1800................................... . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. 85 

.11.rmy of the United States. An act supplementary to the act to suspend part of an act, en
titled "An act to augment the army of the United States, and for other purposes." 
(Obsolete.) May 14, 1800.................................. ... . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . 85 

Mint. An act supplementary lo the act establishing the mint, and regulating the coins of 
the United States. (Obsolete.) May 14, 1soo... ... . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .• . . .. . . .. . . . 86 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1. Relative to the death of General Washington. Dec. 24, 1799........................... 86 

2. Relative to the death of General Washington. Jan. 6, 1800........................... 87 

8. Laws of the United States for North Carolina to be transmitted to the governor. Feb. s, 1s00 .......................................................................... 87 

4. In honour of Captain Truxton, &c. March 29, 1800 .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. . 87 

5. Resolution respecting the copper mines on the south side of Lake Superior. April 16, 
1800 ............................................................................ 87 

STATUTE II.-1800, 1801. 

Franking Privilege. An act extending the privilege of franking letters to the delegate frbm 
the territory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio, and making provision 
for his compensation. (Obsolete.) Dec. 15, 1800.. ... .. .. . ... . ... .. .. . . .. . . ... .. 88 

Light-house on Cape Poge. An act to provide for the erection and support of a light-house 
on Cape Poge at the north-easterly part of Martha's Vineyard. Jan. 30, 1801..... Sil 

Courts of the u,,ited States. An act to provide for the more convenient organization of the 
Courts of the United States. (Repealed.) Feb. 13, 1801......................... 89 

Lama granted to th, R~fugces from Canada and N<YVa Scotia. An act regulating the grants 
of land appropriated for the refugees from the British provinces of Canada and 
Nova Scotia. Feb. 18, 1801. .................................................... 100 

Porta of Biddeford and Pepperrelbo1'ough and New Bedford. An act making the port of Bidde• 
ford and Pepperrelborough and the port of New Bedford, in Massachusetts, ports 
of entry for ships or vessels, arriving from the Cape of Good Hope, and from 
places beyond the same. Feb. 18, 1801 .......................................... 101 

District of Bristol, o/C, An act to establish the district of Bristol, and to annex the towns of 
K'.ittery and Berwick to the district of Portsmouth. Feb. 25, 1801 ................. 101 

Franking Privilege to John .lldams. An act freeing from postage all letters and packets to 
John Adams. J<'eb. 25, 1801 ..................................................... 102 

Dutie, m Licenses for selling Wines, o/C, An act to continue in force the acts laying duties 
on licenses for selling wines, and foreign distilled spirits by retail, and so much of 
the act laying certain duties on snuff and refined sugar as respects a duty on refined 
sugar, on property sold at auction, and on carriages for the conveyance of persons. 
(Repealed.) Feb. 25, 1801 ....................................................... 102 

Consent of [!ongre.1s to a.n .Jlctof 1Waryland for the .Jlppointment of a Health Officer. An act de
clarrng !he consent of Congress to an act of the State of Maryland passed the 
twenty-e1_ghth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for 
the appomtment of a health officer. (Expired.) Feb. 27, 1801. .................. 103 



LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. vii 
Pap 

Transportation of Goods to and from Philadelphia and Baltimore. An act to allow the trans
portation of goods, wares, and merchandise to and from Philadelphia and Balti
more by the way of Appoquinimink and Sassafras. Feb. 27, 1801 ......•.••••••••• 103 

The District ofOolwmbia. An act concerning the District of Columbia. Feb. 27, 1801. ... 103 

Division of the Territory northwest of the Ohio. An act supplementary to an_ act entitled "An 
act to divide the territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio, mto two sepa-
rate governments." (Obsolete.) March 2, 1801 .................................. 108 

Districts of Massac and Palmyra, 9°C, An act to add to the district of Massac, on the Ohio, 
and to discontinue the district of Palmyra, in the State of Tennessee, and therein 
to amend the act entitled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage." (Repealed.) March 2, 1801....... .. . • . .. . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . • .. . . • .. • • • 108 

.llppropriations for the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the military 
establishment of the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and one. 
(Obsolete.) March 2, 1801. .............. , ....................................... 108 

Stamp-office. An act to amend the act entitled "An act to establish a general stamp-office.'' 
(Repealed.) March 3, 1801. ..................................................... 109 

Naval Peace Establishment. An act prm•iding for a naval peace establishment and for other 
purposes. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1801. .......................................... llO 

The Mint. An act concerning the mint. March 3, 1801 ................................. 111 

Clerks f&r completing the .llbstracts of Valuation of Lands, frc. An act authorizing the secretary 
of the treasury to employ clerks for completing the abstracts of the valuation of 
lands and dwelling houses, and the enumeration of slaves. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1801. ll 1 

Right of Pre-emption to Persons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes for Land~. An act 
giving a right of pre-emption to certain persons who have contracted with John 
Cleves Symmes, or his associates, for lands lying between the Miami rivers, in the 
territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio. March 3, 1801.............. 112 

District of Columbia. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act concerning the 
District of Columbia." March 3, 1801. .......................................... 115 

District of Bermuda Hundred and City Point. An act to amend the act altering the district 
of Bermuda Hundred and City Point. March 3, 1801. ..... , ...................... 116 

Remission of Duties <m Teas. An act authorizing the remission of duties on certain teas 
destroyed by fire, while under the care of the officers of the customs, in Providence, 
Rhode Island. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1801. ...................................... 117 

..ippropriations Jar the Support of Government. An act making appropriations for the support 
of government for the year one thousand eight hundred and one. (Obsolete.) 
March 3, 1801 ................................................................... 117 

Foreign Coins, and making c,ut Invoices in certain Cases. An act directing the mode of estimat
ing certain foreign coins and currencies, aud of making out invoices in certain 
cases. March 3, 1801. .......................................................... 121 

Salaries of District Judges. An act to augment the salaries of the district judges in the 
districts of Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland re-
spectively. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1801. ......................................... 121 

.llccommodation of the President of the United States. An act in addition to an act entitled" An 
act making provision for the further accommodation of the household of the Presi-
dent of the United States. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1801. .......................... 121 

.llppropriations for the Support of the Navy. An act making appropriations for the navy of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and one. March 3, 1801. 122 

Times and Places of holding certain Courts, %c, An act for altering the times and places of 
holding certain courts therein mentioned, and for other purposes. (Repealed.) 
March 3, 1801. .................................................................. 123 

Valuation of Lands, 4-c. and enumeration of Slaves. An act to amend the act entitled "An act 
to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of 
slaves, within the United States," and to repeal the act entitled" An act to enlarge 
the powers of the surveyors of the revenue.'' February 27, 1801. .................. 124 

Light-houses. An act for erecting light-houses on New Point Comfort and on Smith's 
Point, in-the State of Virginia, and on Faulkner's Island in Long Island Sound, in 
the State of Connecticut,and for placing buoys in Naraganset Bay. March 3, 1801. 125 

Post-roads. An act further to alter and to establish certain post-roads. (Repealed.) March 
3, 1801 .......................................................................... 125 



viii LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. 

RESOLUTION. 

Respecting certain property of the United States in the possession of Thomas Claxton, 
James Mathers, and 'fhomas Dunn. March 2, 1801.. • ••. • • .. • .. • .... , .. • • • .. • • • • 127 

'.lets of t~c SctJcntl) (!fon.grcss of tl)c 1l!nitcb .Stat.cs. 

STATUTE I.-1802 . 

.!lpportio,imem of Representatives of Congress according to tlte Second Cm,us • . An aet for the 
apportionment of representatives among the several states, accord mg to the second 
enumeration. (Obsolete.) Jan. H, 1802 ............ ,, ..... , .. , ... ,, .. , • .. , • .. • • • • 

Library of Congress. An act concerning the library for the use of both houses of Congress. 
Jan. 26, 1802 ................................. , ................................. . 

Protection of the Commerce of the United States against the Tri!'olitan Cruise,·s: An act _for. the 
protection of the commerce and seamen of the Umted States agamst the Tnpo!Jtan 
cruisers. (Obsolete.) Feb. 6, 1802 ............................................. . 

Franking Privilege extended to Delegates, and Compensation to Delegates. An act extendin~ the 
privilege of franking and receiving letters free of postage to any person adn11tted, 
or to be admitted, to take a seat in Congress as a delegate, and providing compen-

128 

128 

sation for such delegate. Feb. 18, 1802, ......................................... 130 

Partial ./lppropriations for 1802. An act making certain partial appropriations for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and two. (Obsolete.) Feb. 23, 1802 ................. 131 

Organization of the Courts of the United States. An act to repeal cP.rtain acts respecting the 
organization of the courts of the United States, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) 
March 8, 1802.. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . 13t 

Military Peace Establishment. An act fixing the military peace establishment of the United 
States. March 16, 1802 ................................. , ....................... 132 

.!.lccommodation of Persons concerned in certain Fisheries. An act for the accommodation of 
persons concerned in certain fisheries therein mentioned. March 16, 1802 ........ 137 

Direct Taxes. An act to amend an act entitled" An act to lay and collect a direct tax within 
the United States.'' (Obsolete.) March 16, 1802 .................................. 138 

Regulation of T.-ade and Inte,·course with the Indians. An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers. March 30, 1802 ... 139 

Partial Appropriations for the Support of Government. An act making a partial appropria-
tion for the support of government during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
two. (Obsolete.) April 2, 1802 ................................................. 14':' 

./lppropriation for the Expense of a Negotiation to ascertain the Boondary Line betu·ten the United 
States and Upper Canada. An act making appropriation for defraying the expense 
of a negotiation with the British government, to ascertain the boundary line be-
tween the United States and Upper Canada. (Obsolete.) April 3, 1802 ........... 148 

./lppropriation for the Ea:pense of Carrying into Eject the Convention with France. An act 
making an appropriation for defraying the expenses which may arise from carry
ing into effect the convention made between the United States and the French Re-
public, (Obsolete.) April 3, 1802 ............................................... 148 

Reptal of the Internal Taxes. An act to repeal the internal taxes. (Obsolete.) April 6, 
1802 ............................................................................ 148 

Lig/11..Jiouses, fc. An act authorizing the erection of certain light-houses, and for other pur-
poses. April 6, 1802 ............................................................ 150 

Relief of Marshals in certain Distrids. An act for the relief of the marshals of certain dis-
tricts therein mentioned. (Obsolete.) April 6, 1802 ............................. 152 

.Odvance of Money to Samuel Dexter, Secretary at War. An act to authorize an advance of 
money to Samuel Dexter. (Obsolete,) April 14, 1802 ........................... 152 

Consent of Congress to an .II.ct of Virginia. An act declaring the assent of Congress to au act 
of the General Assembly of Virginia therein mentioned. April 14, 1802 .. ,....... 162 



LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. 

Salaries of certain Officers. An act to revive and continue in force an act entitled An act 
to augment the salaries of the officers therein mentioned," passed the second day 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. (Obsolete.) Apri.l 14, 
1.802 .........................•..............................•...............•... 

Sums retained from Drawbacks and in lieu of Stamps on Debentures. An act to amend an act 
entitled" An act to retain a further sum on drawbacks, for the expenses incident to 
the allowance and payment thereof, and in lieu of stamp duties on debentures." 
April 14, 1802 .................................................................. . 

152 

153 

Naturalization. An act to establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and to repeal the acts 
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Valuation of Lands, ~c. in South Carolina for the Direct Tax. An act to provide for the com
pleting the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves 
in South Carolina, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) Jan. 30, 1805 ............ 311 

Surveying the Public Lands. An act concerning the mode of surveying the public lands of 
the United States. Feb. 11, 1805 ................................................. 313 

Treaty with Spain. An act for carrying into more complete effect the tenth article of the 
treaty of friendship, limits, and navigation with Spain. (Obsolete.) Feb. 14, 1805. 314 

Postmaster-General to make a certain Contract. An act authorizing the Postmaster-general to 
make a new contract for carrying the mail from Fayetteville, in North Carolina, to 
Charleston, in South Carolina. (Obsolete.) Feb. 14, 1805 ........................ 315 

.t.lppropriations for the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the sup-
port of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and five. (Obsolete.) Feb. 14, 1805 ............................... 315 

Collection of Duties. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act to regulate the col-
lection of duties on imports and tonnage." Feb. 22, 1805 ......................... 315 

Consent of Congress to an ./let of Maryland. An act to continue in force "An act declaring 
the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Maryland, passed the twenty
eighth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the ap-
pointment of a health officer." March 1, 1805 .................................... 316 

Direct Taxes. An act to amend the act entitled "An act further to amend the act entitled 
'An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the United States.'" March 1, 
1805 ............................................................................ 816 

.Rppropriations for the Support of Government. An act making appropriations for the support 
of government, for the year one thousand eight hundred and five. (Obsolete.) 
March 1, 1805 .................................................................. 316 

Government of the Territory of Orleans. An act further providing for the government of the 
territory of Orleans. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1805 ................................. 322 

Lands South of the State of Tennessee. An act further to amend an act entitled "An act re
gulating the grants of land; and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States, south of the State of Tennessee." March 2, 1805 ......................... 323 

.Adjusting Land Titles in the Territory of Orleans and District of Louisiana. An act for as
certain-ing and adjusting the titles and claims to land, within the territory of Orleans, 
and the district of Louisiana. March 2, 1805 .................................... 324 

Military Land Warrants, An act to authorize the Secretary of War to issue military land 
warrants, and for other purposes. March 2, 1805... . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . 329 

Gwernment and Regulation of Seamen in the Merchants' Service. An act to amend the act en
titled" An act for the government and regulation of seamen in the merchants' ser-
vice." March 2, 1805 ........................................................... 380 

..ippropriation for building Gun boats. An act to appropriate a sum of money for the purpose 
of building gun boats. March 2, 1805 ........................................... 330 

:Bridge at Brooklyn, New York. An act to authorize the erection of a bridge across a mill 
pond and marsh in the navy yard, belonging to the United States, in the town of 
Brooklyn, in the State of New York. March 2, 1805.................. . . .. . . .. . . . 330 
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Government of the District of Loufaiana, An act further providing for the government of the 
district of Louisiana. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1805, ... • • ....... • • .... • .. • • .... • .. 331 

Charter of Georgetown. An act to amend the charter ofGeorgctown. March 3, 1805, •,, •, 33Z 

..ippropriation for carrying into Effect the Treaty with G,_-ea_t Britain, AJ?-ac~ supplementary to 
the act entitled "An act making an appropriation fo! carrym~ rnto ~ffect the con
vention between the United States of America and his Bntanmc ma1esty, (Obso-
lete.) March 3, 1805 ....... ,, .......•.• , ....... , • • .. • • ... , .. ,,, • • • •· • • "• • • • • • • 336 

.Districts of Gennessee, Buffaloe Creek, Miami and Erie.. An act to establish the districts of 
Gennessee, of Buffaloe Creek, and of Miami; and to alter the port of entry of the 
district of Erie. March 3, 1805, ........................ •, ••• ,,, ... • .. • • • • • • •. • • • 336 

Poat-roads. An act further to alter and establish certain post-roads, and for other purposes. 
March 3, 1805 .............. ,, ......... , ........ , .... , .......... , ....... • •••• , • • • 337 

.RppYopriatiomfor carrying into Effect certain lnd~an Treaties, an1for. Trade and Inter~ourse ~th 
the Indians. An act making appropriations for carrymg mto effect certam Indian 
treaties, and for other purposes of Indian trade and mtercourse. March 3, 1805. • • 338 

Jurisdiction given to Territorial Courts similar to that of the District Court of Kentucky. An act 
to extend jurisdiction in certain cases to the territorial courts. March 3, 1805. • • 338 

Dutiea on Merchandise, and Light Money on Foreign Vessels, ~c. An act to amend an act en
titled "An act for imposing more specific duties on the importation of certain 
articles, and also for levying and collecting light money on foreign ships or vessels, 
and for other purposes.'' (Obsolete.) March 3, 1805 ............................. 339 

PreaeNJation of Peace in the Ports and Harbours of the United States. An act for the more 
e1fectual preservation of peace in the ports and harbours of the United States, and 
in the waters under their jurisdiction. March 3, 1805...... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339 

Regulation of the Clearance of armed Merchant Vessels. An act to regulate the clearance of armed 
merchant vessels. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1805,.................................. 34Z 

Sale of Landa in the Indiana Territory. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act 
making provision for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and 
for other purposes.'' March 3, 1805 .............................. , ............... 343 

Pemion,. An act in addition to" An act to make provision for persons that have been 
disabled by known wounds received in the actual service of the United States 
during the revolutionary war.'' March 3, 1805 ................................... 345 

.4ccommodation of the Pr«sitknt of the United State,. An act to provide for the accommoda-
tion of the President of the United States. (Obsolete,) March 3, 1805 ........... 346 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1, Expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of Captain Stephen Deca-
tur, the officers and crew of the United States ketch Intrepid, in attacking, in the har
bour of Tripoli, and destroying a Tripoli tan frigate of forty-four guns. Nov. 27, 1804. 346 

2, Expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of Commodore Edward Pre• 
ble, the officers, seamen, and marines of his sqnadron. March 3, 1805, .•.. ,, ..... 346 

:lets of tqc NintlJ <irongnss of tqt Hnitt~ States. 

STATUTE I.-1805, 1806 . 

.OppropriatWJI for th_e Naval Servire. An act making an additional appropriation for the naval 
service durmg the year one thousand eight hundred and five. (Obsolete.) Dec. 11, 
1805 •• ,,,, ....... ., ... , • ., ............... , , ... , .... ., , ............ , . , ........ , .. 348 

Payment of Claims of Citizens of the United States under the Treaty with the French Republic. An 
act supplemenl~ryto the" act making provision for the payment of claims of citi
zens of the Umted States_ on the government of France, the payment of which has 
been assumed by the Un~ted States, by virtue oftbe convention of the thirtieth day 
of April, one t~o,usand eight hundred and three, between the United States and the 
French repnbllc.' (Obsolete.) Dec. 31, 1805 .......................... ., ........ 348 
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.Bppropriation for the Naval Service. An act making an additional appropriation to· supply 
the deficiency in the appropriation for the naval service, during the year one thou-
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sand eight hundred and five. (Obsolete,) Jan. 22, 1806 .. , ...... ,, ............... 349 

Light-houses on Long Island, and Roxbury made a Port of Delivery, An act to provide for 
light-houses in Long Island Sound; and to declare Roxbury, in the State of Massa-
chusetts, to be a port of delivery. Jan. 22, 1806 .................................. 849 

Expenses of Intercourse with Foreign Nations. An act making provision for defraying any 
extraordinary expenses attending the intercourse between the United States and 
foreign nations. (Obsolete.) Feb. 13, 1806.,.,., ....... , ........ , .. , ............ 349 

.Jlppropriation for the Support of a Library. An act making a further appropriation for the 
support of a library. (Obsolete,) Feb. 21, 1806 ..... ; ........................... 350 

La,nds granted to the French Inhabitants of Gallwpolis. An act to repeal in part the fourth sec-
tion of an act entitled" An act to authorize a grant of lands to the French inhabi
tants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes therein mentioned." Feb. 21, 1806, •.•. 850 

Salarus of the Officers of the Government of the Northwestern Territory. An act for the relief of 
the governor, secretary, and judges of the late territory of the United States, north-
west of the river Ohio, (Obsolete.) Feb. 21, 1806 .............................. 350 

Commercial Intercourse with certain Parts of St. Domingo. An act to suspend the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and certain parts of the island of St. Do-
mingo. (Expired.) Feb. 28, 1806 ...................... , ........................ 351 

Sale of a Tract of Land in Ci11cinnati, Ohio. An act authorizing the sale of a tract of land, 
in the town of Cincinnati, and state of Ohio. Feb. 28, 1806 .................. , .... 352 

Surveyor-General of Louisiana, ~c. An act extending the powers of the surveyor-general to 
the territory of Louisiana, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 1806 ..•• 352 

Consent of Congress to an .fl.ct of Pennsylvania. An act declaring the consent of Congress to 
an act of the State of Pennsylvania, entitled "An act to empower the board of 
wardens, for the port of Philadelphia, to collect a certain duty on tonnage, for the 
purposes therein mentioned. (Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 1806 ......................... 353 

Circuit Court in North Carolina. An act for altering the time for holding the Circuit Court 
in the district of North Carolina, and for abolishing the July term of the Kentucky 
District Court. Feb. 28, 1806 ................................................... 354 

Jurisdiction given to certain State Courts in Suits and Prosecutions under the Common Law. An 
act to extend jurisdiction in certain cases to state judges and state courts. March 
8, 1806 .... , ........................................ ; . . . .. . .. .. .. • • .. . . .. . . .. . . .. 354 

The Town of Jersey made a Port of Delivery, and a Light-house to be erected on Wood Island or 
Fletcher's Neck. An act declaring the town of Jersey, in the State of New Jersey, to 
be a port of delivery; and for erecting a light-house on Wood Island, or Fletcher's 
Neck, in the State of Massachusetts. March 8, 1806 ............................. 355 

The Trustees of the Presbyterian Congregation of Georgetown inc01-p01·ated. An act to incorporate 
the trustees of the Presbyterian congregation of Georgetown. March 28, 1806 .... 356 

Consent of Congress to an .fl.ct of the State of South Carolina imposing a Duty on Tonnage. An act 
declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of South Carolina, passed 
on the twenty-first day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
four, so far as the same relates to authorizing the city council of Charleston to im
pose and collect a duty on the tonnage of vessels from foreign ports. (Expired.) 
March 28, 1806 .................................................................. 35'7 

Cumberland Road. An act to regulate the laying out and making a road from Cumber• 
land in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio. March 29, 1806 ............. 357 

Rules and ./1.rticles for the Government of the ./1.rmy. An act for establishing rules and articles 
for the government of the armies of the United States. April 10, 1806 ........... 359 

Bonds given by Marshals. An act relating to bonds given by marshals. April 10, 1806, ... 372 

Foreign Coins. An act regulating the currency of foreign coins in the United States. 
April 10, 1806 .............. , .................................................... 374 

Compensation ~f the Officers of the Senate and House of Representatives. An act to regulate and 
fix the compensations of the officers of the Senate and House of Representatives. 
(Obsolete.) April 10, 1806 ......................................................... 3'75 

Survey of the Coast of North Carolina. An act directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause the coast of North Carolina, between Cape Hatteras and Cape Fear, to be 
surveyed. April 10, 1806, ........................... , , ......................... 375 

C 



xviii LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. 
I"# 

Pemion,. An act to provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received 
in the revolutionary war. April 10, 1806 .............. , •., .... • • .. • .. • • • • • • • .. • • • 376 

Land Warrants. An act to authorize the Secretary of War to issue land warrants, and for 
other purposes. (Obsoiete.) April 15, 1806 .......... , • ........ • • • .. • • • .. • .. • • .. 378 

Public Lands in the State of Ohio and Indiana Territory. An act to suspend the sale of cer-
tain lands in the State of Ohio and the Indiana territory. (Obsolete.) April 15, 1806 378 

Prohibition of the Importation of certain Goods and Merchandise from the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
~c. An act to prohibit the importation of certain goods, wares, and merchandise. 
April 18, 1806 ...................................................... , .... , • • • , .. • 379 

Claims of Citizens of the United States on the Government of Fr':nce, A~. act supplemen~ary 
to the act making provision for the payment of claims of cil!zens of the Umted 
States on the government of France. April 18, 1806 ..................... , • .. • • • • 381 

..i.uthorizing the issuing of grants and Peifect Titles to certain Lands by the State o/ Tennessee. An 
act to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect ntles to certam 
lands therein described, and to settle the claims to the vacant and unappropriated 
lands within the same. April 18, 1806 ........... • • ............ • ......... • .... • • • 381 

..i. Detachment of the Militia of the UnUed States to be organized, armed, and equipped. An act 
authorizing a detachment from the militia of the United States. April 18, 1806 ••. 383 

..i.ppropriations for the Support of Government. An act making appropriations for the support 
of government for the year one thousand eight hundred and six. April 18, 1806 ••• 384 

Compensation of Witnesses on the Trial of the Impeachment of Samuel Chase.. An act_ making 
provision for the compensation of witnesses who attended the tnal of the impeach-
ment of Samuel Chase. April 21, 1806 .................................. , • •·. • • • 389 

Naval Peace Establishment. An act in addition to an act entitled "An act supplementary to 
the act providing for a naval peace establishment, and for other purposes." April 
21. 1806, ........................................................................ 390 

Court. of the United States in the Distt~ct of Columbia. An act for the regulation of the times 
of holding the courts of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes. April 21, 
1806 ............................................................................ 390 

Duties on Merchandise. An act continuing in force for a further time the first section of 
the act entitled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the United 
States against the Barbary powers." (Obsolete.) April 21, 1S06 ................ 391 

Title, to land in the Territory of Orleans and District of Louisiana. An act supplementary to 
an act entitled "An act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to land 
within the territory of Orleans and the district of Louisiana." April 21, 1806 ...... 391 

Land in the Indiana Territory and in the State of Ohio. An act respecting the claims to land 
iu the Indiana territory and State of Ohio. April 21, 1806 ........................ 395 

Compensation of Clerks. Roads from Jlthens, in Georgia, to New Orleans. An act to regulate 
and fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain public 
roads; and for other purposes. April 21, 1806 ................................... 396 

J1ppropriations for the Support of the Navy. An act making appropriations for the support of 
the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and six. 
April 21, 1806 ................................................................... 398 

Land Titles in Detroit, %c- An act to provide for the adjustment of titles of land in the town 
of Detroit and territory of Michigan, and for other purposes. April 21, 1806 ...... 398 

J1ppropriafim: for completing the South Wing of the Capitol. An act making a further appro
pnat10n towards completing the south wing of the capitol, at the city of Wash-
ington. April 21, 1806 .......................................................... 399 

Collection of Duties on Imports and Tonnage. An act to amend, in the cases therein mentioned, 
the "Act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." April 21, 
1806 ............................................................................ 399 

P1iblic Land South of the State of Tennessee. An act in addition to an act entitled" An act 
re~lating the grants of land and providing for the disposal of the lands of the 
Umted States, south of the State of Tennessee." April 21, 1806., ................. 400 

Fortifyi'!g ~he Ports and Harbours of the United States, and building Gun Boats. An act for for
t1fy1~g the ports and harbours of the United States, and for building gun boats. 
April 21, 1806 ...... , ............................................................ 402 
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Trading Houses with the Indian Tribes. An act for establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes. April 21, 1806 ............ , ..................................... 402 

Counte,feiting the Cu,rrent Coins of the United States. An act for the punishment of counter
feiting the current coin of the United States, and for other purposes. April 21, 
1806 ............................................................................ 404 

Public Debt. An act to repeal so much of any act or acts as authorize the receipt of evi
dences of the public debt in payment for lands of the United States, and for 
other purposes relative to the public debt. (Obsolete.) April 18, 1806 ............ 404 

Light-lwuses in Massachusetts, Beacon or Pier at Bridgeport, and Buoys in Pamptico Sound. An 
act for erecting certain light-houses in the State of Massachusetts ; for building a 
beacon or pier at Bridgeport, in the State of Connecticut; and for fixing buoys in 
Patnptico Sound, in the State of North Carolina. April 21, 1806 .................. 406 

Provisions of the .Act for the Compensation of Jurors, %c, extended to the Territorial Courts. An act 
supplementary to the act entitled "An act to extend jurisdiction in certain cases to 
the territorial courts." April 18, 1806 ............................................ 407 

.flppropriations for carrying into Effect certain Indian Treaties. An act making appropria• 
tions for carrying into effect certain Indian Treaties. (Obsolete.) April 21, 1806. 407 

.llppropriations Jo,· the Suppo,·t of the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations 
for the support of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and six. (Obsolete.) April 18, 1806 ..................... 408 

Post-roads. An act further to alter and establish certain post-roads, and for other pur• 
poses. (Obsolete.) April 21, 1806 .............................................. 408 

RESOLUTION. 

Acknowledgment of the sense of Congress of the services of the Danish Consul at Tri-
poli. April 10, 1806 ....... , ..................................................... 410 

ST A TUTE II.-1806, 1807. 

Suspension of the Operation of the Importation .!let, and to remit the Penalties ·incu,1·ed under the 
same. An act to suspend the operation of an act entitled "An act to prohibit the 
importation of certain goods, wares, and merchandise," and to remit the penalties 
incurred under the same." (Obsolete.) Dec. 19, 1806 ............................ 411 

.llppropriations for the Support of the Navy. An act making appropriations for the support 
of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. (Obsolete.) Jan. 7, 1807 ................................................ 411 

.llppropriations /01· the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the support 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seven. (Obsolete.) Jan. 10, 1807 .................................. 412 

Circuit and District Courts in North Carolina. An act to alter the time of holding the Cir-
cuit and District Courts in the district of North Carolina. Feb. 4, 1807 ........... 413 

Survey of the Coasts of the United States. An act to provide for surveying the coasts of the 
United States. Feb. 10, 1807 .................................................... 413 

Light-houses, %c, in Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia, and South Carolina. An act authoriz-
ing the erection of certain light-houses, and the fixing of stakes, buoys, and beacons, 
at certain places therein named. Feb. 10, 1S07 ................................... 414 

Public Debt. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act making provision for the 
redemption of the whole of the public debt of the United States." Feb. 11, 
1807 ............................................................................ 415 

Power ~f granting Writs ~f Injunction extended to the Judges of the District Courts of the Unit£d 
States. An act to extend the power of granting writs of injunctions to the judges of 
the District Courts of the United States. Feb. 13, 1807 ........................... 418 

Certain Shores and Waters annexed to the District of Mississippi, and a Custom-house to be built 
at New Orleans. An act to annex certain shores and waters to the district of Mis
sissippi; and to authorize the building a custom-house at New Orleans. Feb. 13, 
1807 .............. ··········"•"""'•• ......................................... 418 
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The President authorized to accept the Service of Volunteer Corps. An act authorizing the Presi-
dent of the United States to accept the service of a number of volunteer companies, 
not exceeding thirty thousand men. (Obsolete.) Feb. 24, 1807 •••••••.•••.•••••••. 419 

Circuit and District Courts in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, An act establishing Circuit 
Courts, and abridging the jurisdiction of the District Courts in the districts of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio. (Obsolete.) Feb. 24, 1807 ...................... 420 

Continuation of the Suspension of the Non-intercourse .!let. An act to C<;lllt!nue in force for a 
further time an act entitled "An act to suspend the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and certain parts of the island of St. Domingo." (Expired.) 
Feb. 24, 1807 ....................................... , ,. , ......... , ...... , , • , , , ••• 421 

Di,trict of Columbia. An act further supplementary to the act entitled "An act concern-
ing the District of Columbia.'' Feb, 24, 1807., ......... • •• , ....... , ........ , ..... 422 

Certificates of reasonable Cause of Seizure to be given in certain Cases, An act respecting seiz-
ures made under the authority of the United States, and for other purposes. Feb. 
24, 1807 ......................................................................... 422 

Fmuds on the Bank of the United States. An act to punish frauds committed on the Bank of 
the United States. (Obsolete.) Feb. 24, 1807 .................................... 422 

Virginia Military Land Wai-rants. Lands for the Use of Schools. An act to extend the time for 
locating Virginia military land warrants, for returning surveys thereon to the office 
of the Secretary of the Department of War; and appropriating lands for the use of 
schools, in the Virginia military reservation, in lieu of those heretofore appropriated. 
March 2, 1807 .................................................................. , 424 

Importation of Slaves prohibited after January 1, 1808. An act lo prohibit the importation of 
slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and 
after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and eight. March 2, 1807~ ............................. , .. . .. • .. . .. .. • . • . . . . . . . . 426 

.lldministration qf Justice in the District of Columbia. An act to reduce the expenses attend-
ing the administration of justice in the District of Columbia. March 3, 1807... . . . 430 

.lldditional Oumpensation to the Judges of Mississippi, Indiana, Michigan, and Louisiana Territories. 
An act allowing an additional compensation to the judges of the Mississippi, In-
diana, Michigan, and Louisiana territories. (Obsolete,) March 3, 1807. '. ........ 431 

.llpJYropriations for the South Wing of the Capitol. An act making appropriations for finishing 
the south wing of the capitol, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1807. 432 

.llppropriations for the Support of Government. An act making appropriations for the support 
of government during the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, (Obsolete.) 
March 3, 1807 .................... , ... , .................................. , .... , .. 432 

Repeal of Duties on Salt, Duties on Merchandise, ~c. An act repealing the acts laying duties 
on salt, and continuing in force, for a further time, the first section of the act en
titled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the United States 
against the Barbary powers." (Expired.) March 3, 1807., ...•.•....• , ...•...••. 486 

J'irginia Military Land Warrants. An act authorizing patents to issue for lands located and 
surveyed by virtue of·certain Virginia resolution warrants. March 3, 1807 ....... 437 

Landa in the Territory of Michigan. An act regulating the grants of land in the territory of 
Michigan. March 3, 1807 ....................................................... 437 

.llppropriations. for ca".Y~nll'. in!o E.ff ~ct a Treaty •with the. Chickasaws . . Establisl,ment of a Land 
Office in the Misswsippi Territory. An act making appropriations for carrying into 
etfect a treaty between the United States and the Chickasaw tribe of Indians; and 
to establish a land office in the Mississippi territory. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1807 .. 440 

Land$ in the Territories of Orleans and Louisiana, An act respecting claims to land in the 
territories of Orleans and Louisiana. March 3, 1807 .............................. 440 

.Bppropriations for f°!'tifying the Ports _and Harbours of the United States. An act making fur-
ther appropriations for forl!fymg the ports and harbours of the United States. (Obso-
lete.) March 3, 1807 ............................................................ 443 

Employment of the Land and Naval Forces in Oases of Insurrections. An act authorizing the 
employment of the land and naval forces of the United States, in cases of insurrec-
tions. March 3, 1807 ...... , ....... ,, .................................. , ......... 443 

Naval Peace E_stablishment. An act in addition to an act entitled "An act in addition to an 
act entitled 'An act supplementary to the act providing for a naval peace establish-
ment, and for other purposes.'" March 3, 1807 .............. , .•. , .. , ..... , ...... 443 
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.hppropriations for carrying certain Indian Treaties into Effect. An act making appropriations 
for carrying into effect certain treaties with the Cherokee and Piankeshaw tribes of 
Indians. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1807 ............................................ 443 

Post-roads. An act to establish certain post-roads, and for other purposes. (Repealed.) 
March 3, 1807 ................................................................... 444 

Disapproval of the Bank of Detrait. An act disapproving of an act passed by the governor 
and judges of the territory of Michigan, entitled "An act concerning the Bank of 
Detroit." March 3, 1807 ............. , ........................................... 444 

Compenaation for extra Services of the Officers of the Government ef the Indiana Territory. An act 
making compensation for extra services to the· governor, judges, and secretary of 
the Indiana territory. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1807 ................................. 444 

Prevention of Settlements on the Land,i of the United States. An act to prevent settlements being 
made on lands ceded to the United States, until authorized by law. March 3, 
1807 ............................................................................ 446 

Land Claims in the District of Vincennes, ~c. An act confirming claims to land in the district 
of Vincennes, and for other purposes. March 3, 1807 ............................ 446 

Public Lands. An act making provision for the disposal of the public lands, situated be
tween the United States military tract and the Connecticut reserve, and for other pur-
poses. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1807 .............................................. 448 

RESOLUTION. 

To Publish the report and chart of the survey of the coast of North Carolina. March 2, 
1806 ............................................................................ 449 

'.lets of t~c @:cnt~ <!l'ongrcss of t~c tinitcb Sttttts. 

STATUTE I.-1807, 1808 . 

.Bppropriations for the Support of the Navy. An act making further appropriations for the 
support of the navy of the United States during the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and seven. (Obsolete.) Nov. 24, 1807 ..................................... 450 

.l.ldditional Compensation to the Secretaries of the Mississippi, Indiana, Louisiana, and Michigan 
Territories. An act allowing an additional compensation to the secretaries of the 
Mississippi, Indiana, Louisiana, and Michigan territories. Dec. 5, 1807. . . . . . . • . . . 450 

Districts of Biddeford and Pepperelborough. An act to change the name of the district of Bid-
deford and Pepperelborough, in Massachusetts, to that of Saco. Dec. 15, 1807 .... 451 

.Rppropriation for an additwnal Number of Gwn, Boats. An act to appropriate money for the 
providing of an additional number of gun boats. (Obsolete,) Dec. 18, 1807 ..... 451 

.lln Embargo laid on Ships and Vessels in the Ports and Harbours of the United States. An act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of the United 
States. (Repealed.) Dec. 22, 1807, ............................................. 451 

Fortification of the Ports and Harbours of the United States. An act supplementary to an act 
entitled "An act for fortifying the ports and harbours of the United States, and for 
building gun boats." (Obsolete.) Jan. 8, 1808 .................................. 453 

Suppkment to the .I.let laying an Embargo. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of the United 
States." (Repealed.) Jan. 9, 1808 .............................................. 453 

Rigltt of Suffrage extended in the Mississippi Territory. An act extending the right of suffrage 
in the Mississippi territory, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) Jan. 9, 1808 .... 455 

Grants of Land South of the State of Tennessee. An act suppiemental to an act entitled" An 
act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, south of the State of Tennessee." Jan. 19, 1808 ................... 455 

Duties on Merchandise, An act to revive and continue in force for a further time the first 
section of the act entitled" An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of 
the United States against the Barbary powers." (Ob~olete.) Jan. 19, 1808 ... , .... 466 
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Expenses of the Impeachment of Samuel Chase. An act to provide for the payment of certain 
expenses incurred in the impeachment of Samuel Chase. (Obsolete.) Jan. 21,1808. 456 

Salaries of the officers of Goverr1;me~. An a~t t? co~tinue in for~e for a limited time an act 
entitled "An act contrnumg for a htmted time the salaries of the officers of govern
ment therein mentioned," (Obsolete.) Jan. 27, 1808. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 456 

Bridge over the .River Potomac. An act authorizing the erection of a bridge over the river 
Potomac, within the District of Columbia. Feb. 5, 1808 •••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 457 

Light•hO'UBe on Puint Judith. An act to erect a light-house on Point Judith, in the State of 
Rhode Island. Feb. 10, 1808 .................. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 462 

Apprcrpriations for the Support of Gooernment. Au act m~king appropriations for the support 
of government during the year one thousand eight hundred and eight. (Obsolete.) 
Feb. 10, 1808 ......................................... • •• • •• • • • • .. • • .. • .. • • • • • • • • 462 

.Appropriations for the Support of the Navy. An act making appropriation~ for the support 
of the navy of the United States during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. (Obsolete.) Feb. 10, 1808 .................. •· • • ., • ... • • .. • • .. • • •· • • •· • • • 466 

Dutrict of Columbia. An act to revive and continue certain causes and proceedings in the 
District Court of the District of Columbia. (Obsolete.) Feb. 10, 1808 ••.•••••••• 467 

.Bpprcrpriations for carrying into Eff ed certain Indian Treaties. An act making appropriations 
for carrying into effect certain Indian treaties. (Obsolete.) Feb. 19, 1808 .•...•.. 467 

Expenses of the Inquiry into the Conduct of John Smith, a Senator from the State of Ohio. An 
act to provide for the payment of certain expenses incurred in the inquiry into the 
conduct of John Smith, a Senator from the State of Ohio. (Obsolete.) Feb. 19, 1808. 468 

Additional Compensation to the Marshals of North Carolina and New Jersey. An act making 
additional compensation to the marshals for the districts of North Carolina and 
New Jersey. Feb. 25, 1808 ...................... , ............................... 468 

Extension of the Right of Suffrage in the Indiana Territory. An act extending the right of 
suffrage in the Indiana territory. (Obsolete.) Feb. 26, 1808 .........•............ 469 

Supplement to the New Importation ..i.ct. An act supplementary to the act entitled" An act 
to prohibit the importation of certain goods, wares, and merchandise." (Obso-
lete.) Feb. 27, 1808 ............................................................. 469 

Public Lanch. An act making further provisions for the disposal of the sections of land 
heretofore reserved for the future disposition of Congress. Feb. 29, 1808 ..•...... 470 

.Bpprcrpriations for the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the support 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1808 .................................. 470 

Importation of Copper, Saltpetre, and Sulphur free of Duty. An act to allow the importation 
of old copper, saltpetre, and sulphur free of duty. March 4, 1808 ................. 471 

J11dieial System of the Un;ted States. An act in further addition to an act entitled" An act to 
amend the judicial system of the United States." March 9, 1808 .................. 471 

Terms of Credit on Revenue Bonds extended. An act for extending the terms of credit on re
venue bonds in certain cases,and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) March 10, 1808. 471 

Purchase of Arms, Saltpetre, and Sulphur. An act for procuring an additional number of arms, 
and for the purchase of saltpetre and ~ulphur. (Obsolete.) March II, 1808 ...... 473 

Embargo. An act in addition to the act entitled "An act supplementary to the act entitled 
'An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of 
the United States."' (Repealed.) March 12, 1808 ............................... 473 

.Duties rtmftte~ cm a Monument i"! Memory of the Officers ~f the N_avy who fell during the .fl/tack on 
Tripoli. An act rem1ttmg the duties payable on the importation of a monument to 
be erected in memor.l'. of the ?ffic~r_s of the United States navy, who fell during the 
attack made on the city of Tnpol!, m the year one thousand eight hundred and four. 
(Obsolete.) March 13, 1808 .•••.........•....... , ........ , ................. , .... 476 

Light-house on Sapelo, Beacons, and Buoys nea?' Darien, Ips,cich, Plymouth, Tuckanucl,, and 
_Great Egg Harbl)Ur. An act for erectmg a light-house on the south point of the 
island of Sapelo, and for placing buoys and beacons in the shoals of the inlet lead. 
ing to the town of Darien, and near the entrance of Ipswich harbour, near Plymouth 
harbour,beforethe harbourofNantucket,and on the island of Tuckanuck at or near 
the entrance of Connecticut river, and near the entrance of Great Egg Ha~bour river. 
March 17, 1808 .••••............. , .... , ........................ , ............ 476 



LIST OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS. xxiii 
Pap 

Ntluary Land Warrants. An act extending the time for issuing and locating mHitary land 
warrants. (Obsolete.) March 21, 1808 .......................................... 477 

Circuit and District Courts in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio. An act to amend the act en
titled "An act establishing Circuit Courts, and abridging the jurisdiction of the Dis-
trict Courts of the districts of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio." March 22, 1808, 477 

Militia of the United States. An act authorizing a detachment from the militia of the United 
States. (Expired.) March 30, 1808 ............................................. 478 

Lands of the United States. An act concerning the sale of the lands of the United States, 
and for other purposes. March 31, 1808 ......................................... 479 

Mint. An act further to prolong the continuance of the mint at Philadelphia. (Expired.) 
April I, 1808 .......................................... , ......................... 481 

Sale of Public .11.rms. An act authorizing the sale of public arms. April 2, 1808 .......... 481 

Additional Military Force.. An act to raise for a limited time an additional military force. 
(Obsolete.) April 12, 1808 ...................................................... 481 

Transmission of certain Document.s free of Postage. An act to authorize the transportation of 
certain documents, by mail, free of postage. (Obsolete.) April 13, 1808, •....•.. 483 

Preservation of Peace in the Ports and Harbours of the United States, ,&-c. An act to continue in 
force, for a further time, an act entitled "An act for the more effectual preservation 
of peace in the ports and harbours of the United States, and in the waters under 
their jurisdiction." (Expired.) April 19, 1808 ................................... 484 

.4ssent of Congress to .!lets of Maryland and Georgia. An act to revive and continue in force 
"An act declaring the assent of Oongress to certain acts of the States of Maryland 
and Georgia." (Expired.) April 20, 1808 ....................................... 484 

Public Contracts. An act concerning public contracts. April 21, 1808 ................... 484 
Turnpike Company in the County of .!lkxandria. An act for the establishment of a turnpike 

company, in the county of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia. April 21, 1808. 485 

Jurisdiction to State Judges in certain Cases, ~c. Au act to continue in force an act entitled 
"An act to extend jurisdiction in certain cases to state judges and state courts, and 
for other purposes." April 21, 1808 .. , ........... ,, ... , .. , .. ,, ....... , ........ , .. 489 

Authority to the President to suspend the Embargo. An act to authorize the President of the 
United States, under certain conditions, to suspend the operation of the act laying 
an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of the United States, 
and the several acts supplementary thereto. (Repealed.) April 22, 1808 .......... 490 

Meeting of Congress. An act to alter the time for the next meeting of Congress. (Obsolete.) 
April 22, 1808 ................................................................... 490 

.Arming and Equipping· the Militia, An act making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States. April 23, 1808 .................... 490 

Po,t-roads in Georgia and Ohio. An act to establish certain post-roads in the States of 
Georgia and Ohio. (Obsolete.) April 23, 1808 ................................... 491 

.11.pprcpriation for the Expenses of the Valuation of Ho,ws, Lands, and the Enumeration of Slaves 
within the United States. An act making an appropriation to supply a deficiency in an 
appropriation for the support of government during the present year, and making 
an appropriation for defraying the expenses incident to the valuation of houses and 
lands, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States. (Obsolete.) April 23, 
1808,, ........................................................................... 491 

Pensions. Au act concerning invalid pensioners. April 25, 1808 ........................ 491 

.11.uthority to the President to exc/lange certain Lands, for other Land, more auitable for Fortifo:a• 
tion. An act to authorize and empower the President of the United States to ex
change certain lands, for other lands more suitable for fortification. April 25, 
1808 ............................................................................ 496 

Appropriations for an additional Military Force. An act making appropriations for the sup
port of an additional military force, for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. (Obsolete.) April 25, 1808 ............................................... 497 

Ports of Plymouth, in North Carolina, St. Mary's, and Augusta. An act to make Plymouth, in 
North Carolina, a port of entry; to change the n:ame of the district of Nanjemoy 
to that of St. Mary's, and to make Augusta, in the district of Maine, a port of de-
livery. April 25, 180.8 ............................................................ 49'1 
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p,_ 
Bill, drau,n by John .1.1.rmstnmg, Ministe,· to France. An act a~thorizing the Secreta7 of t~e 

Treasury to pay to the comptroller of the treasury,_m trust, the amount o certain 
bills drawn by John Armstrong, Minister from the United St:i,tes to the Court of France, 
on [the] treasury of the United States. (Obsolete.) April 25, 1808. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 498 

.9. r riatwns for completing the Public Buildings. An act to make good a _defic~t i? the ap-
rpp up propriation of eighteen hundred and seven, for completing the publlc bmld1ngs, and 

for other purposes. April 25, 1808 ••••• • • • •·, .... • • • • • • • • • •· • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 499 

Embargo An act in addition to the act entitled" An act laying an embargo on all ships 
a~d vessels in the ports and harbours of the United States;' and _the several acts 
supplementary thereto, and for other purposes. (Repealed.) April 25, 1808. • • • •, 499 

Landi in the Territory of Michigan. An act supplemental to "An act regulating the grants 
of land in the territory of Michigan." April 25, 1808 ... • •,, • • • •,, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 502 

RESOLUTION. 

To authorize the disposition of certain charts of the coast of North Carolina. March 4, 
1808 ............................................................................ 504 

STATUTE II.-1808, 1809. 

Mt11age of the President of the United States to be trammittegfree of Postage. An act to autho
rize the transportation of a certain message of the President of the United States, 
and documents accompanying the same. (Obsolete,) Nov. 18, 1808 .•••.•••••••• 505 

Revenue Cutters. An act authorizing the President of the United States to employ an ad
ditional number of revenue cutters. Jan. 6, 1809 ...... , •••• , • • • • • • .. • • • • .. .. .. • .. 505 

Payment of certain Pensions at the Seat of Government. An act authorizing the payment of 
certain pensions by the Secretary of War at the seat of government. (Obsolete,) 
Jan. 7, 1809 ...................... , ............ , .. , , ...... , •..................... 505 

Embargo. An act to enforce and make more effectual an act entitled "An act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of the United States," and 
tbe several acts supplementary thereto. (Repealed,) Jan. 9, 1809 ................ 506 

Dutiu on Merchandise. An act to revive and continue in force, for a further time, the first 
section of the act entitled "An act further to protect the commerc" and seamen of 
the United States against the Barbary powers." (Obsolete.) Jan. JO, 1809 ....... 611 

City of Washington. An act authorizing the proprietors of squares and lots in the city of 
Washington to have the same subdivided and admitted to record. Jan. 12, 1809 .. , 511 

Credit on _Revenue Bonds. An act supplemental to an act entitled "An act for extending the 
terms of credit on revenue bonds in certain cases, and for other purposes." (Ob-
solete,) Jan, 12, 1809 ........ , .. , .... , , ............. , ........ , .................. 513 

Meeting of Congrm. An act to alter the time for the next meeting of Congress. (Obso-
lete,) Jan. 30, 1809, ............................................................ 514 

.1.1.dditional Naval Force, An act authorizing the employment of an additional naval force. 
(Obsolete.) Jan. 31, 1809 .. , ....... , ...... , ...................................... 514 

The Indiana Territory divided into two Governments. An act for dividing the Indiana territory 
into two separate governments. (Obsolete.) Feb. 3, 1809 ........................ 514 

Circuit and Di:3trict Court~ of Kentucky, Tennessee, ~nd Ohio. An act supplementary to the 
act enl!tled "An act to amend the act enlitled 'An act establishin'o- Circuit Courts 
and abridging the jurisdiction of the District Courts of the distritts of Kentucky 
Tennessee, and Ohio.'" (Obsolete.) Feb. 4, 1809, ... ,., .................... , .. ,' 516 

Fortiftca(ions on the Sea-roast. Exte_nding_ the Canal of Carondelet. An act making appropria
l!ons to complete the fortific~uons commenced for the security of the seaport 
towns and harbours of the United States, and to defray the expenses of deepening 
and extending to the river Mississippi, the canal of Carondelet. (Obsolete.) Feb. 
10, 1809 .• , ............... , ................... , , .. , , ............. , , .. , .......... 516 

Commissioners of Kaskaskia. An act to revive and continue, for a further time the authority 
of the commissioners of Kaskaskia. (Expired.) Feb. 15, 1809 .... .' ............. 517 

Canal i? the Cit¥ of Washins:ton. An act to incorporate a company for opening the canal 
tn the City ofWashmgton. Feb. 16, 1809 ....................................... 517 
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..ippropriations for the Support of Government. An act making appropriations for the support Poco 
of government during the year one thousand eight hundred and nine. (Obso-
lete,) Feb. 17, 1809 ............................................................. 520 

Right of Suffrage in the Indiana Territory, 4"c. An act extending the right of suffrage in the 
Indiana territory, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) Feb, 27, 1809 ......... , ... 525 

Franking Privilege to Thomas Jefferson, An act freeing from postage all letters and packets 
to Thomas Jefferson, (Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 1809 ................................ , 526 

Lind, in the Mississippi Territory claimed under Spanish G,·ants. An act for the disposal of 
certain tracts of land in the Mississippi territory claimed under Spanish grants, re
ported by the land commissioners as ante-dated, and to confirm the claims ofAbraham 
Ellis and Daniel Harregal. Feb. 28, 1809 ........................................ 526 

..ilabama and Wyandott Indians, An act for the relief of certain Alibama and Wyandott 
Indians. Feb. 28, 1809,, ........................................................ 527 

Commercial Intercou,·se with Great Britain and France interdicted. An act to interdict the com
mercial intercourse between the United States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies; and for other purposes. (Expired.) March 1, 1809 ..... , .... 528 

..iccommodation of the Household of the President of the United States, An act making provision 
for the further accommodation of the household of the President of the United 
States. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1809 .............................................. 533 

Time for Payment for Public Lands extended. An act to extend the time for making payment 
for the public lands of the United States. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1809 .......... ,. 533 

Judicial System of the United States. Ap act further to amend the judicial system of the 
United States. March 2, 1809., ............................... , .... , ............ 534 

Establishment and Regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. An act further to 
amend the several acts for the establishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, 
and Navy Departments. March 3, 1809., ................ , ........... , ........... 535 

..ippropriations for completing the Capitol. An act making a further appropriation towards 
completing the two wings of the capitol at the city of Washington, and for other 
purposes. (Obsolete,) March 3, 1809 ........................................... 537 

Char/tr of Georgetown. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act to amend the 
charter of Georgetown." March 3, 180!1., ....................................... 587 

Turnpike Road from Mason's Causeway to Alexandria authorized. An act to authorize the 
making of a turnpike road from Mason's Causeway to Alexandria, March 3, 
1809 ............................................................................ 539 

.llugmentation of the Marine Corps. An act authorizing an augmentation of the marine corps. 
March 3, 1809 ...................................... , ............................ 544 

Trading Houses with the Indians. An act supplemental to the act entitled "An act for esta
blishing trading houses with the Indian tribes." (Obsolete.) March 8, 1809 ...•.• 544 

..ippropriations for the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the support 
of the military establishment, and of the navy of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and nine. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1809 ................... 545 

'.l.rtil of t(Je <!Elenent~ Qt:ongre.55 of tlJe Rnite'b .mates. 

STATUTE I.-1809. 

Fureign Ves.,els alwwed to take on Board Cargoes of Domestic or Foreign Produce during the Non
intercourse with Great Britain and France. An act respecting the ships or vessels 
owned by citizens or subjects of foreign nations with which commercial intercourse 
is permitted. (Obsolete.) May 30, 1809 ......................................... 547 

Fortifications of the Ports and Harbours of the United States, An act making further appro
priations to complete the fortifications commenced for the security of the ports and 
harbours of the United States, and to erect such fortifications as may be necessary 
for the protection of the northern and western frontiers of the United States. (Ob-
solete.) June 14, 1809 .......................................................... 547 
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.8gent for the Land-office at Kaskaskia, and Compensation of the Commissioners and Cler~. An Pqe 

a<;t authorizing the appointment of an agent for the land-office at Kaskaskia, and 
allowing compensation to the commissioners and clerk. (Obsolete,) June 15, 1809, 548 

.8ppropriations for carrying into Effect the Treaty with the Chickasaw Indians, and to ~stablish a 
Land-office in the Mississippi Territory. An act supplementary to an act en:1tled "An 
act making appropriations for carrying into effect~ treaty between_ the Um(ed_St'.1te~ 
and the Chickasaw tribe of Indians; and to eslabhsh a land-office m the M1ss1ss1pp1 
territory." (Obsolete.) June 15, 1809 ............................. • .. • .. • • ...... 548 

.8uent of Congress to an .fl.ct of South Carolina. An act to continue in force "A~ act declar
ing the assent of Congress to a certain act of the State of South Carolma," passed 
the tweuty-first of December, one thousand eight hundred and four. (Expired,) 
June 15, 1809 ........................................ , ........ , . • .... , . . . .. . . . . . 549 

Fixing the next Meeting of Congress. An act to fix the time for the next meeting of Con-
gress. June 24, 1809 ......................................... , , ................. 549 

Bemission of Penalties and Forfeitures incurred by bringing Slaves from St. Domingo, by Persons 
forcibly expelled from thence. An act for the remission of certain penalties and for-
feitures, and for other purposes. June 28, 1809 .................................. 549 

Commercial Intercourse with Great Britain and France. An act to amend and continue in force 
certain parts of the act entitled" An act to interdict the commercial intercourse be
tween the United States and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes." (Repealed.) June 28, 1809 ................................. 550 

Public Debt. An act supplementary to the act entitled" An act making further provision 
for the support of public credit, and for the redemption of the public debt." June 
28, 1809 .......................................... : .............................. 551 

.8ppropriation to finish and furnish the Senate Chamber, ~c. An act making an appropriation 
to finish and furnish the Senate chamber, and for other purposes. (Obso-
lete.) June 28, 1809 .............. , .............................................. 552 

Recruiting Service suspended. An act to suspend for a limited time the recruiting service. 
(Obsolete.) June 28, 1809 ....................................................... 55~ 

Franking Privilege to Thomas Jefferson. An act freeing from postage all letters and packets 
from Thomas Jefferson. (Obsolete.) June 28, 1809 ...................•......... 552 

Contingent Expenses of the Senate and House of Representatives. An act making appropriations 
for defraying the expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, during the present session of Con-
gress. (Obsolete.) June 28, 1809 ............................................... 552 

.8/lowanees paid to Ownet·s and Crewo of Fishing Vessels. An act authorizing the accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department to give credit to certain collectors of the customs 
for allowances paid by them to the owners and crews of fishing vessels. June 28, 
1809 ............................................................................ 552 

Naval Establishment. An act concerning the naval establishment. (Obsolete.) June 28, 
1809 ............................................................................ 553 

STATUTE II.-1809, 1810. 

Transportation of certain Documents free of Postage. An act to authorize the transportation of 
certain documents free of postage. (Obsolete.) Dec. 9, 1809 ..................... 554 

Extension ?.f the Right of Sujfrag_e in the Indiana Territory. An act supplemental to an act 
entitled "An act extendmg the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory, and for 
other purposes." Dec. 15, 1809................... . . • . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . . 554 

Military Land Warrants. An act extending the time for issuing and locating military land 
warrants. (Obsolete.) Dec. 19, 1809 ............................................ 555 

Duties on Merchandise. An act to revive and continue in force for a further time the first 
section of the act entitled "An act further to protect th~ commerce and s~amen of 
the United States against the Barbary powers.'' (Obsolete,) Jan. 12, 1810 ....... 565 

Cumberl(ind Roixd. An act in addition to the "Act to regulate the layina out and making 
e. r.oad from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to the State or° Ohio." Feb. 14, 
1810 ........................................................................... 555 
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Public Lands. An act to prescribe the mode in which application shall be made for the 
purchase of land at the several land-offices, and for the relief of Joab Garret, 
(Obsolete,) Feb. 24, 1810 ................................. , .............. , ....... 556 

Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia. An act further to provide for the refugees from 
the British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other purposes. Feb. 24, 
1810 ............................................................................ 556 

.8ppropriations for the Support of Government in 1810. An act making appropriations for the 
support of government during the year one thousand eight hundred and ten. (Ob-
solete,) Feb, 26, 1810 ........... , ............ , ....... , .... , ... , .................. 557 

.8ppropriations for the Support of the Navy in 1810. An act making appropriations for the 
support of the navy of the United States, for the year one thousand ei'ght hundr.ed 
and ten. (Obsolete,) March 2, 1810 .. , ...... , ... , .............................. 562 

.8ppropriations for the Support of the Military Establislmu:nt in 1810, An act making appto
priations for the support of the military establishment of the United States, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ten. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1810 ........... 563 

.Additional Judge in the Mississippi Territory, and Right of Suffrage there. An act for the ap
pointment of an additional judge, and extending the right of suffrage to the citizens 
of Madison county, in the Mississippi territory. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1810, ..... 563 

Third Census of the Inhabitants of the United States. An act providing for the third Census or 
enumeration of the Inhabitants of the United States. (Obsolete.) March 26, 1810. 564 

District Court in Ohio. An act for altering the time for holding the District Court in Ohio. 
March 26, 1810 .. , ....... , ........ , ............................................... 568 

Sea Letters. An act to prevent the issuing of sea letters except to certain vessels. March 
26, 1810 .. •'• .............. , ............ , .. , ... , , ............... , ................. 568 

Torpedo or Submarine Explosion. An act making an appropriation for the purpose of trying 
the practical use of the torpedo or submarine explosion. (Obsolete.) March 30, 1810. 5159 

Public Road in the District of Columbia, An act to make public a road in Washington 
county, in the District of Columbia. March 30, 1810 ............................. 569 

Third Census of the Inhabitants of the United States. An act to alter and amend an act en
titled "An act providing for the third census or enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States," passed the twenty-sixth day of March, one thousand eight hun-
dred and ten. April 12, 1810 .................................................... 570 

Turnpike Roads in the District of Columbia. An act to incorporate a company for making 
certain turnpike roads in the District of Columbia. April 20, 1810 ........... , .... 570 

Turnpike Company in the County of ./l./,exandria, District of Columbia. An act to amend an 
act entitled "An act for the establishment of a turnpike company in the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia." April 25, 1810 .............. , .......... 577 

Drawback on Goods from Newport to Boston and Boston to Newport. An act to allow the bene
fit of drawback on merchandise transported by land conveyance from Newport to 
Boston, and from Boston to Newport, in like manner as if the same were trans-
ported coastwise. April 25, 1810 ..... , ........ , .......... , ...................... 578 

Poat Roa.ds. An act to establish post roads. (Repealed.) April 28, 1810 ................. 579 

Virginia Military Land Warrants, An act to extend the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants, and for returning the surveys thereon to the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of War. (Obsolete.) March 16, 1810., ......................... , ........... 689 

Printing and distributing the Laws relating to the Public Lands. An act providing for the 
printing and distributing of such laws of the United States as respect the public 
lands. (Obsolete.) April 27, 1810 ...... , .. , ......... , .......................... 589 

.llccommodation of the Geneml Post-office and the Patent-ciffice. An act providing for the better 
accommodation of the General Post-office and Patent-office, and for other purposes. 
April 28, 1810 .............................................................. , .... 589 

Sale of certain Lands in the Indiana Territory. An act providing for the sale of certain lands 
in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes. April 30, 1810 ......... , ..•...... 590 

Extending the Time of making Payment for the Public Lands in certain Cases. An act to ex-
tend the time for making payment for the public lands of the United States in certain 
cases. (Obsolete.) April 30, 1810 ............. , ............................ , ... 691 

Post-office. An act regulating the post-office establishment. (Repealed.) April 30, 1810 .. 592 
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Third Census of the Inhabitants of the United States. An _act further _to al(er and amend "_An 
act providing for the third census or enumerat10n of the rnhabltants of the Un1ted 
States.'' (Obsolete,) May 1, 1810 ..•..•.••.•.•• ,, • • • • • .... , • .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 605 

Commercial Intercourse with Great Britain and France. An act concerning th_ll commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Britain and France, and their de-
pendencies, and for other purposes. May 1, 1810 ....... , ..... , • .... • • • • • • • • • • •, • 605 

Conjirmati<m of the Decisi<ms of the Commissi<mers in Favour of Claimants to Public Lands in 
Kaskaskia, An act confirming the decisions of the commissioners in favour of the 
claimants ofland in the district of Kaskaskia. (Obsolete.) May 1, 1810 ......... 607 

.Bppropriations for completing the Capitol, ~c. An act making further appropriations for com
pleting the capitol, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) May 1, 1810 ••••.•....•.. 607 

.Rppropriations ff)I' carrying into Effect certain Indian Treaties. An act making appropria
tions for carrying into effect certain Indian treaties. (Obsolete.) May 1, 1810 .... 607 

Compensatin-n to Public Ministers and Consuls on the Coast of Barbary, %c. An act fixing the com
pensation of public miµisters, and of consuls residing on the coast of Barbary, and 
for other purposes. May 1, 1810 ................................................ 608 

.authorizing a Loan. An act authorizing a loan of money, for a sum not exceeding the 
amount of the principal of the public· debt, reimbursable during the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and ten. (Obsolete.) May 1, 1810 ........................... 610 

Lighthouse, Beacon, Buoys, %c. An act to erect a lighthouse at the entrance of Scituate har
bour, a ~tone column on a spit of sand at the entrance into Boston harbour, and a 
beacon on Beach Point, near Plymouth harbour, in the State of Massachusetts; a 
light at the entrance of Bayou St. John into Lake Ponchartrain, and two lights 011 

Lake Erie, and for beacons and buoys near the entrance of Beverly harbour. 
May 1, 1810 ..................................................................... 611 

Library. An act in addition to an act entitled "An act concerning the library for the use 
of both houses of Congress." May I, 1810 .•.................................... 612 

RESOLUTIONS. 

l. Censure of the oonduct of F. J. Jackson, minister plenipotentiary from Great Britain .. 612 

2, Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States .........•.•........• 613 

STATUTE III.-1810, 1811. 

Tramportation of certain Documents free of Postage. An act to authorize the transportation 
of certam documents free of postage. (Obsolete.) Dec. 17, 1810 .......... , .••.. 614 

.4ppropriation for the Relief and Protection of distressed .4merican Seamen. An act making an 
additional appropriation to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the relief 
and protection of distressed American seamen, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ten. (Obsolete.) Jan. 7, 1811 ...................................... 614 

Duties on Mercha11dise. An act to continue in force, for a further time the first section of 
the act entitled "An act further to protect the commerce and s~amen of the United 
States against the Barbary powers." (Expired,) Jan. 7, 1811 ...... , ..........••• 614 

Compens~tjon of the _.assistant Postmaster-Genernl. An act to fix the compensation of the ad-
ditional assistant postmaster-general. Jan. 17, 1811. ............................. 615 

.Odjmtment of the exterior Line of the Public Land at West Point. An act to authorize the Se
creta~y a~ War to ascer_tain and settle, by the appointment of commissioners the 
exterior hne of the pubhc land at West Point, with the adjoining proprietor. (Ob-
solete.) Jan. 22, 1811 ........................................................... 615 

Appropriations for the Mili'.a_ry Establishment for 1811. An act making appropriations for the 
suppo~t of the m1htary establishment of the United States, for the year one thou-
~and eight hundred and eleven. (Obsolete.) Feb. 6, 1811. ....................... 616 

.8ppropria1ionsfor the Suppart of the Navy for 1811. An act making appropriations for the 
support of the navy of the United States for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven. (Obsolete.) Feb. 27, 1811. ...............•.•....................... 616 

Compensatwn to _the Consul, Joh': Eugene Leitensdorfer, for Services in the War wi.th Tripoli. An 
act.making co!Ilpensat10n t? Johr_i Eugene Leitensdorfer, for services rendered the 
Umted States m the war with Tripoli. (Obsolete.) Feb. 13, 1811 ... , ............. 617 
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Land Claims and Sale of Public Lands in the Territories of Orleans and Louisiana. An act pro• r.i. 
viding for the final adjustment of claims to lands, and for the sale of the Jltiblic 
lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana. (Repealed.) Feb. 15, 1811 ..... 617 

Bank of .lllexandria. An act concerning the Bank of Alexandria. (Expired,) Feb. 15, 1811. 621 

Bank of Wa&hington. An act to incorporate the Bank of Washington. (Expired.) Feb, 15, 
1811 ............................................................................ 625 

Farmers' Bank of .lllexttndria. An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Farmers' Bank 
of Alexandria. Feb. IO, 1811. ................................................... 629 

Bank of Potomac. An act to incorporate the Bank of Potomac. Feb. 16, 1811. .......... 633 

Union Bank ~f Georgetown. An act to incorporate the Union Bank of Georgetown, :Feb. 
18, 1811....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 636 

Distribution ~f such Laws of the United States as respect the Public Lands. An act making a 
further distribution of such laws of the United States as respect the public lands. 
Feb. 18, 181 I. ........................................ , .......................... 641 

7'he People of the Territory ~f Orleans authorized to form a State Government, and admitted into the 
Union. An act to enable the people of the territory of Orleans to form a constitu-
tion and state government, and for the admission of such state into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original states, and for other purposes. Feb. 20, 1811. ..... 641 

Appropriations Jo,· the Support ~f Government for 1811. An act making appropriations for the 
support of government for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven. (Ob-
solete.) Feb. 20, 1811. .......................................................... 643 

Georgetown and Potomac Bridge Company. An act to enable the Georgetown and Potomac 
Bridge Company to levy money for the object of its incorporation. Feb. 22, 1811. 648 

Sale of Land in the State of Tennessee, and in the Indiana Territory. An act providing for the 
sale of a tract of land lying in the State of Tennessee, and a tract in the Indiana 
territory. (Obsolete,) Feb. 25, 1811. ............................................ 649 

Land-offices at Nashville and Canton, and Sale ~f Pu6lic Lands east of Pearl River, An act 
providing for the removal of the land-office established at Nashville, in the State of 
Tennessee, and Canton in the State of Ohio; and to authorize the register and re
ceiver of public moneys to superintend the public sales of land in the district east 
of Pearl river. (Obsolete.) Feb. 25, 1811. ...................................... 649 

Navy Hospitals. An act establishing navy hospitals. Feb. 26, 1811 ...................... 650 

Consuls and Vice-consuls, and Protection of .llmerican Seamen. An act in addition to the act en
titled "An act supplementary to the act concerning consuls and vice-consuls," and 
for the further protection of American seamen. Feb. 28, 18ll .................... 651 

Commercial Intercourse with Great Britain and France. An act supplementary to the act en
titled "An act concerning the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, and for other purposes." 
(Repealed.) March 2, 1811. ..................................................... 651 

Trading Houses with the Indian Tribes. An act for establishing trading houses with the In-
dian tribes. (Repealed.) March 2, 1811. ........................................ 652 

Collection Districts of Miimphreymagog, Oswegatchie, and tvhitc llfountains. An act to establish 
the districts of Mumphreymagog, of Oswegatchie, and of the White Mountains. 
March 2, 181 I. .................................................................. 655 

Public Loans. An act authorizing a loan of money for a sum not exceeding five millions 
of dollars. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1811.. ........................................ 656 

Collection Districts of New Jersey, Lewistown, Cape St. Vincent, Miami, and Mississippi. An act 
to annex a part of the State of New Jersey to the collection district of New York; 
to remove the office of collector of Niagara to Lewistown ; to make Cape St. Vin
cent, in the district of Sackefs Harbour, a port of delivery; and out of the districts 
of Miami and Mississippi to make two new districts, to be called the districts of 
Sandusky and Teche, and for other purposes. March 2, 1811 ..................... 657 

Third Census ~f the Inhabitants of the United States. An act to extend the time for completing 
the third census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States. (Obsolete.) 
March 2, 1811 ................................................................... 658 

Consrnt of Con1<ress to an act of the State of Geo.-gia, relative to Fees of Harbour and Health Ojfi. 
cers at Savannah and St. Mary's. An act declaring the consent of Congress to an act 
of the State of Georgia, passed the twelfth of December, one thousand eight hun
dred and four, "establishing the fees of the harbour master and health officer of the 
ports of Savannah and St. Mary's." March 2, 1811.. ................ , ........... 658 

Vor,. IL-(5) n 
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Light-hou.•e on Boon Island, Euoys off Cupe Fear River, Beacon at New Inlet, Buoys at Edgarrown, 
Column on Cape Elizabeth, Heaf'ons and Buoys at Beverly Hnrbou,·. An act to erect a 
lie-ht-house on Boon island in the State of Massachusetts, to place buoys off Cape 
Fear river, and to erect a beacon at New Inlet, in the State of North Carolina, and 
to place buoys at the entrance of the harbour of Edgartown, and to erect a column 
of stone on Cape Elizabeth, and .to complete the beacons and buoys at the entrance 
of Beverly harbour, in the State of Massachusetts. March 2, 1811 .••• • .. ,., .• ,,,. 659 

Right of Suffrage extended in the Indiana Territory, f:rc. An act to extend the right of suffrage 
in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) March 3, 18ll •.... 659 

Salaries of the Judge,, of the Circuit Court of the District of Columbia. An act to increase the 
salaries of the judges of the Circuit Court of the District of Columbia. March 3, 
1811 ........... ................................................................. 660 

.flpprapriations to carry Indian Treaties into Fffect. An act making appropriations for carry
ing into elfect a treaty between the United States and the Great and Little Osage 
Nations of Indians, concluded at Fort Clarke, on the tenth day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) March 3, 
1811 ................................................................ , ........... 660 

.flppropriations for Fortifications. An act making further appropriations to complete the 
fortifications commenced for the security of the ports and harbours of the United 
States. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1811 .............................................. 661 

Compensation to Persons who have taken an Account of the Mani~facturing Establishments in the 
United States. An act for allowing a reasonable compensation to the persons who 
have taken an account of the several manufacturing establishments and manufac-
tures within the United States. March 3, 1811. .................................. 661 

Cumberland Road. An act in addition to the act to regulate the laying out and making a 
road from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio. (Obsolete.) 
March 3, 1811 ................................................................... 6oi 

Adjustment of Claims to Lands, and Sale ~f Lands in the Territories qf Orleans and Louisiana. 
An act providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, and for the sale of the 
public lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, and to repeal the act passed 
for the same purpose and approved February sixteenth, one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven. March 3, lSll .........................•................ , .. , . , ...... 66:l 

:lets of tlJe ~rodftlJ <!!ongrurn of tlJe 1tlnitd1 .States. 

STATUTE I.-1811, 1812. 

Transportation ·qf certain Documents free qf Postage. An act to authorize the transportation 
of certain documents free of postage. (Obsolete.) Nov. 18, 1811. ............... 667 

District Court in tlie District of Maine. An act to alter the time of holdiu" one of the terms 
of the District Court in the district of Maine. Nov. 28, 1S ll ... "' ......... , ........ 667 

.llpproprialion fm· the Support of a Library. An act makin" a further appropriation for the 
support of a library. (Obsolete.) Dec. 6, 1811. ~- ............................... 667 

Land-qjfices in ~he Territory qf Odecms. An act extending the time for opening the several 
land-offices established rn the territory of Orleans. (Obsolete.) Dec. 12, 181 l. ... 668 

Public Lands held by Right_of Pre-emption. An act allowing further time for completing the 
payments on certarn lands held by nght of pre-emption, in the Mississippi territory. 
(Obsolete.) Dec. 12, 181 l. ...................................................... 668 

Roads in O/ii~. An act to authorize the surv~ying and marking of certain roads in the State 
of Oh10, as contemplated by the treaty of Bro\\'nstown, in the territory of Michi~an. 
(Obsolete.) Dec. 12, 1811. ••.. , ............................................. ~-.. 668 

Apportionment of Repreuntat~ves in Congress under the Third Census. An act for the apportion
~ent of Representatives among the several states, according to the third enumera-
llon. (Obsolete.) Dec. 21, 1811. ..............•................................. 669 

Military Establishment. An act for completing the existing military establishment. (Ob-
solete.) Dec. 24, 1811.. .................... , ................... , . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . 669 

Companie~ ~f Ra11#,:crs to be raised. An act authorizing the President of the United States to 
raise certam compames of rangers for the protection of the frontier of the United 
States. (Obsolete,) Jan, 2, 1812 ................................................ 670 
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Public Road in the Slate of Ohio. An act to authorize the laying out and opening a public 
road from the line established by the treaty of Grenville, to the North Bend in the 
State of Ohio. (Obsolete.) Jan. 8, 1812 ......................................... 670 

Additional Military Force. An act to raise an additional military force. Jan. 11, 1812 ••••• 671 

Public Lands, Sale of Lands whfrh shall ,·cvcrt to the United States for Fail!tre in Payment. An 
act directing the terms on which lands sold at public sale, and that revert for failure 
in payment, shall again be sold. Jan. 14, 1812 ................................... 674 

Ordnance and Ordnance Stnres, o/c. An act authorizing the purchase of ordnance and ordnance 
stores, camp equipage, and other quartermaster's stores and small arms. (Obso• 
lete.) Jan. 14, 1812 ............................................................. 674 

District Courts for the District of North Carolina. An act to alter the time of holding the 
District Courts of the United States for the North Carolina district. Jan. 23, 1812. 675 

Duties on Merchandise. An act to continue in force, for a further time, the first section of 
the act entitled" An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the United 
States against the Barbary powers." (Expired.) Jan. 31, 1812 ................... 675 

District Courts in the District of Connecticut. An act to alter the times of holding the District 
Courts within and for the district of Connecticut. Feb. 6, 1812 ................... 676 

Volunteer Military Corps. An act authorizing the President of the United States to accept 
and organize certain volunteer military corps. (Obsolete.) Feb. 6, 1812 .......... 676 

Public Lands in the Dist,·ict of Kaskaskia. An act for the re\·ision of former confirmations, 
and for confi rmiug certain claims to land in the district of Kaskaskia. (Obsolete.) 
Feb. 20, 1812 .................................................................... 677 

Mounted Rangers. An act making an appropriation for the expenses incident to the six 
companies of mounted rangers, during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve. (Obsolete.) Feb. 20, 1812 .............................................. 678 

Land reserved for Jefferson College in th£ Mississippi Territory. An act authorizing the Secre-
tary of the 'freasury to locate the lands reserved for the use of Jefferson College in 
the Mississippi territory. (Obsolete.) Feb. 20, 1812 .................•..........• 679 

.Jl.ffidavits and Bail in Civil Cases. An act for the more convenient taking of affidavits and 
bail in civil causes depending in the courts of the United States. Feb. 20, 1812 ... 679 

Appropriations for the Military Establishment. An act making appropriations for the support 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve. (Obsolete.) Feb. 21, 1812 ................................. 682 

..idditional Military Force. An act making appropriations for the support of an additional 
military force. (Obsolete.) Feb. 21, 1812 ....................................... 683 

Public Lands. Land District in the Illinois Territory. An act to establish a land district in 
the Illinois territory, east of the district of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public 
lands to the district of Jeffersonville. Feb. 21, 1812 .............................. 684 

Appropriatwns for the Support of the Navy. An act making appropriations for the support of 
the navy of the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 
(Obsolete.) Feb. 24, 1812, ................................ , ..................... 684 

Additional Military Force. An act supplementary to "An act to raise, for a limited time, 
an additional military force," passed on the twelfth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight. (Obsolete.) Feb. 24, 1812 ................................... 685 

.l.lppropriations for the Support of Government for 1812. An act making appropriations for the 
support of government for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve. (Ob-
solete.) Feb. 26, 1812 ........................................................... 686 

Authority to purchase the Patent Right of Winslow Lewis for a method of lighting Light-houses. 
An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of the Presi
dent of the United States, to purchase of Winslow Lewis his patent right to the new 
and improved method of lighting light-houses, and for other purposes. March 2, 
1812 .••••••••••• ······"''''''''''"'''"'""'"'"'''•••"·""'''"'"'''"''' 691 

Accommodation of the General Post-office and the Patent-office. An act supplementary to "An 
act providing for the accommodation of the General Post-office and Patent-office, and 
for other purpo,es." (Obsolete.) March 7, 18l2 ................................. 691 

Relief of the Board of Commissioners west of Pearl River. An act for the relief of the board 
of commissioners west of Pearl river. (Obsolete.) March 10, 1812 ....•......•.. 692 

Defence of the Maritime Frontiei·. An act making a further appropriation for the defence 
of our maritime frontier. (Obsolete.) March 10, 1812 ........................... 692 
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Registering of C'laiw, to Lan_d in _the We!tern J)istrict_ofthe Territory q( Or_leans. An act. givhg 
furlher lime for r~g1stermg clauns to land m the western (\1stnct of the terntory of 
Orleans. March 10, 1812 ...... , • ......... •, • ... , .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •,. 692 

Circuit C01,<rts at K11oxville in Te11nrsiee. An act to alter the time of holding the Circuit Courts 
of the Uni1ed States at Knoxville, in the c\istrict of East Tennessee, in the State of 
Tennessee. March 10, 1812 ..... , ...... , ...... , ......... • ... • • .. • , ·, • • • • • • • .... • 693 

.fAlrolling and Liceming of Steamboats. An act respecting the enrolling and licensing of 
steamboats. March 12, 1812 ............................ • •., .. , • .. • • .. •, • • •. • •. •. 694 

Loan of Eleven Millions of Do,1/ars. An act authoriiing ll lo&n for a sum not exceeding eleven 
millions of dollars. (Obsolete,) March 14, 1812 ................................ 694 

..idditional Military Force. An l\Ct supplementary to" An act to raise an additional military 
force." March 17, 1812 ........... •·· • ........................... • ............ ;. 695 

Repeql of the Tentk Section of the .11.ct to incorporate the Bank of.the United States, ,:elating to Loans 
to the United States. An act repeahng the tenth section of the act to rncorporate the 
subscribers to the l3ank of the United States. (Obsolete.) March 19, 1812 ....... 695 

Oircui~ Courts in the First District. An act to alter the times of holding the Circuit Courts 
of the first district, March 26, l81~ .............................................. 696 

..i Quartermaster's Department established, qc, An act to establish a quarterma·ster's depart-
ment, and for other purposes. March 28, 1812 ................................... 696 

Naval Establi.shment. An act concerning the naval establishment. March 30, 1812 .....•. 699 

Gr«nt of the Use of a Lot in New Orleans to the Corporation of the City. An act granting to 
the corporation of the city of New Orleans the use and possession of a lot in the 
said city. April a, 1812 .......... , ... , ... , ..... , ............. , .................. 700 

,4n Embargo laid on all Ships and Vessels in the Ports and Harbours of the United States. An act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of the United 
States for a limitec\ time, (Expired.) April 4, 1812 .............................. 700 

..idmiasion of Louisiana into the Union. An act for the iidmission of the State of Louisiana 
into the Union, and to extend the Jaws of the United States to the said state. A-pril 
8, 1812 ......... ................................................................. 701 

.Additional Military Force. An act in addition to the act entitled" An act to raise an addi
tional military force," passed January the eleventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve. April 8, 1812 .. , ........................................................ 704 

Pensions, An act for the relief of the officers and soldiers who served in the late campaio-n 
on the Wabash. April 10, 1812 ................................................ ~. 704 

Jl Detachment of the Militia authorized. An act to authorize a detachment from the militia 
of the United States. April lO, 1812 ............................................. 705 

Errport of Specie, Goods, Wares, and Merchandise pi-ohibited. An act to prohibit the exporta-
tion of specie, goods, wares, and merchandise for a limited time. April 14, 1812 .. 707 

Limits of the State of Loi,isiana enlarged, Al) act to enlarge the liniits of the State of Loui-
siana. April 14, 1812 ........................................................... 708 

.Regist"'f,ng ~f Land ~laims in t(ie E_astern !Jistrict of t~e Territory of Orl~ans. An act giv• 
~ng further time for registering clau.ns to land m the eastern district of the territory 
of Orleans. April 14, 1812 ...................................................... 709 

Corps of .11.rtijicers. An act for the organization of a. corps of artificers. (Obsolete.) 
April 23, l8l2 ... , ............................................................... 710 

p,.blic Lands in the District of Detroit, ~c. An act to authorize the grantino- of patents for 
land ac?ordin~ to the survey~ that h_ave been made; and to grant Donation Rights 
to oertam chpmants of land m the d1stnc( of :Oetro1t, and for other purposes. April 
23, 1812 .• , ........ , ........................................... , ................. 710 

Clai11111 to Land by the R~fugees ft·om the British Provinces of Canada and N{)1)a Scotia. An act 
:r:nakiug provision for certain persons claiming lands under the several acts for the 
relief of the refugees from the British provinces of Canada. and Nova Scotia. April 
23, 1$12 ............................. : ........................................... 712 

I;'u,chasers ~f Public Lands _riorthwest ~f the Rive,· Ohio allowed fu,·th~r Time to complete their Pay
ment~, An ~ct g1vrng further hme to the purchasers of public lands, northwest of 
the river Oh10, to complete their payments. April 23, 1812 .................... , .. 712 

Salaries of the Officers ~f Govei·nment, An act to continue in force, for a limited time an act 
entitled" An act continuing for a limited time the salaries of the officers of'goveru-
~~nt th~rein. mentioned.'' April 24, 1812, .... , .... , ............................. 713 
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Public Lands in Louisiana east of the Mississippi antl Island of New Orleans. An act for ascer
taining.. the ti'lles and claims to lands in that part of Louisiana which lies east 
of the river Mississippi and island of New Orleans. (Obsolete,) April 25, 1812 .. 713 

Establishment of a General Land-office. An act for the establishment of a general land-office 
in the Department of the Treasury. April 25, 1812 .......................... _ ..... 716 

Pensums. An act to revive and continue in force "An act to provide for persons w!io 
were disabled by known wounds received in the revolutionary war," and for other 
purposes. April 25, 1812 ..... ,, •....•........ , ....... , .... , ...... ,., ..•.•.• , .. ,. 718 

.Authorizing the Departure of Sltips and Jlesuls from tl,e Ports aud Harbours of the United States, 
in certain Cases. An act authorizing the departure of ships and vessels from the 
ports and harbours of the United States, in certain cases. (Obsolete.) April 27, 1812. 719 

.An additional Judge to be appointed in the District ~f New York. An act authorizing the ap• 
pointmen t of an additional judge of the District Court, for the district of New York. 
April 29, 1812 ................•............................ , ......•...•...•...... 719 

Corps of Engineers, An act making further provision for the corps of engineers·. April 
29, 1812 .................. , .. , ............................. ,. .................... 720 

.Amendment of the Qharter of the City of Washington. An act further to amend the charter of 
the city of Washington. May 4, 1812 ............................................ 721 

.An .Act of the Legislature of Maryland, relative to two Lotteries, to be carried into effect, An act to 
carry into effect an act of the Legislature of the State of Maryland, (Obsolete.) 
May 6, 1812 ........................................... , .......................... 728 

Military Bounty Land. An act to provide for designating, surveying, and granting the mi• 
litary bom1ty lands. May 6, 1812 .....•.... -................ , .. , .................. 728 

The Cumberland Road. An act in addition to the "Act to regulate the laying out and mak• 
ing a road from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio." (Ob· 
solete.) May 6, 1812 ......................................................... , •• 730· 

Relief of the Citizens of Venezuela. An act for the relief of the citizens of Venezuela. (Ob-
solete.) May 8, 1812 ............................................ , •.............. 730 

Post-roads. An act to alter and establish certain post-roads. May 11, J 812 ..•......•...•. 730 

Regulation of the Ordnance. An act for the better regulation of the ordnance. May 14, 
1812 ............................. , ... , ........................... , ........ , .... , 782 

Enlarg;,ng the Boundaries of the Mississippi Territory. An act to enlarge the boundaries of 
the Mississippi territory. May 14, 1812 .......................................... 734 

.Appmpriat:i,ms for the Support ~f the Government in 1812. An act making additional appropria
tions for the support of government for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve. (Obsolete.)· May 16, 1812 ...................................... , .••.... 734 

.Army of the United States. An act making further provision for the army of the United 
States. (Obsolete.) May 16, 1812 ............................................... 735 

Incorporatwn of the Bank of ..ilexandria. An act to inc~rporate a bank in th~ town of ;Alex
andria, by the name and style of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria. (Expired.) 
May 16, 1812 ..... , ....... , .................... , ................................. 785 

The Preaident of the United States to ascertain and designate the Boundaries of the State qf Ohio, 
which divide the State from the Territories of Indiana and Michigan. An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to ascertain and designate certain boundaries. 
May 20, 1812 ........................................... , ........................ 741 

Right of Suffrage extended in the Illinois Territory. An act to extend the right of suffrage in 
the Illinois territory, and for other purpose8. (Obsolete) May 20, 1812 ........... 741 

Quartermaster's Department. An act to amend an act entitled" An act to establish a quar-
termaster's department, arrd for other purposes." May 22,.1812 ................... 742 

.A Supplement to the .Aclf<ir the .Admission of Loui.sian.a into the Union. An act supplementary 
to an act entitled" An act for the admission of the State of Louisiana into the Union, 
and to extend the laws of the United States to the said State.'' May 22, 1812 .•..•. 743 

Government of the Territory of Missouri. An act providing for the government of the ter• 
ritory of Missouri. (Obsolete.) June 4, 1812 ......................••• • • ••..• •. 743 

Drawhacfc.~ on Goods, /Vares, and Merchandise. An act to extend the- time for exporting, 
with privilege of d·rawback, goods, wares, and merchandise, entitled thereto by law. 
(Obsolete.) June 10, lSJ.2 ............................................... , . , . 748 

Division of tl,e Indiana Territory into two separate Governments. An act supplemental to 
an act entitled "An act for dividing the Indiana territory into two separate govern-
ments." (Obsolete.) June JO, 1812 ................................. ,, ....... 748 
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Claims to Land in the Territory of Missouri. An act making further provision for settling Pase 
the claims to land in the territory of Missouri. June 13, 1812 ..... • • .. • .......... 748 

Remission of forfeited Recognisances 'in the District of Columbia. An act a~thorizing the re
mission of forfeited recognisances within the District of Columbia. June 17, 1812. 752 

Canal from the Potomac around the Dam or <Ja11,,~e-way from Mason's Island. An act authorizing 
the cutting and making a canal from the river Potomac around the west end of the 
dam or causeway from Mason's Island, and for other purposes. June 17, 1812 •••• 752 

Declaration of War between the United States and Great Britain. An act declaring "'.ar between 
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, 
and the United States of America and their territories. (Obsolete.) June 18, 1812 755 

.l.lmendment ~f the Law in the District of Columbia relative lo Promissory Notes, Ins~lve_nt Debtors, 
Real Estates subjected to Debts, Process, o/C• An act to amend the laws w1thm the Dis-
trict of Columbia. June 24, 1812 ................................................ 755 

.l.luthorizing the Issuing of Letters of JJfarque, Prizes, and Prize Goods. An act concerning 
letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods. (Obsolete.) June 26, 1812 ............ 759 

.l.lrmy of the United States. An act for the more perfect organization of the army of the 
United States. (Obsolete.) June 26, 1812 ....................................... 764 

Western Boundary of the Tract rmrved for Military Bounty Land to the Officers and Soldiers ~f 
the Virginia Line. An act to ascertain the western boundary of the tract reserved 
for satisfying the military bounties allowed to the officers and soldiers of the Vir-
ginia line on continental establishment. June 26, 1812 ........................... 764 

Con.firming Claims to Lands in the Mississippi Territory founded on Warrants from the British 
and Spanish Governments. An act confirming claims to lands in the Mississippi terri
tory, founded on warrants of survey granted t>y the British or Spanish government. 
June 30, 1812 .......... , ........ , ................................................ 765 

Treasury Notes. An act to authorize the issuing of treasury notes. (Obsolete.) June 30, 
1812 ............................................................................ 766 

.l.ldditional Duties on all Goods, Wares, and Merchandise imported from foreign Ports. An act for 
imposing additional duties upon all goods, wares, and merchandise imported from 
any foreign port or place, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) July l, 1812 ...... 768 

Organization ~fthe Militia. An act supplementary to an act entitled" An act more effec
tually to provide for the organization of the militia of the District of Columbia." 
July 1, 1812 ..................................................................... 769 

Transfer of the Stock created by the ./let of November 10, 1803. An act to facilitate the transfer 
of the stock created under an act passed on the tenth of November, one thousand 
eight hundred and three. (Obsolete.) July 1, 1812 ............................. 771 

Levy Court of the County of Washington in the District of _Columbia. An act conferring certain 
powers on the Levy Court for the county of Washington, in the District of Colum-
bia. July I, 1812 ................................... -............................ 771 

Public Lands in the State of Louisiana. An act giving validity to the sale of certain tracts of 
public lands sold in the western district of the territory of Orleans, now State of 
Louisiana. July I, 1812 ......................................................... 774 

Companies of Rangers to be raised. An act supplementary to "An act authorizing the Presi
dent of the United States to raise certain companies of rangers for the protection 
of the frontier of the Unitell States." (Obsolete.) July 1, 1812 ................... 774 

City of Washington, Lease of a'ly Part of the Reservations by the Prcl,i,tlent. An act authorizing 
the Pr~sident of t~e United ~tates t~ lease, for~ term of years, any part of the re-
servat10ns of public ground m the city of Washrngton. July 5, 1812 .............. 775 

Capitol at Washington. An act making an appropriation for the purpose of discharging all 
the outstanding claims for the construction and repair of the capitol and the Presi
dent's ho:1se; for the compensation of the late surveyor of the public buildings, and 
for furmtUl'e for the different apartments of the capitol and for other purposes. 
July5,1812 ............................................ .' ........................ 775 

Grants of L_an~ in tl!e Territo-'.·y of Mis:,i,ssippi. An act confirming grants to lands in the Mis
s1ss1pp1 territory derived from the Bnush government of West Florida, not subse
quently regranted by the government of Spain or of the United States. July 5, 
1812 ............................................................................ 776 

Vessels of th• United States to be admitted lo entry from India in certain Cases. An act to admit 
the entry of Vessels of the United States on certain conditions. (Obsolete.) July 
6, 1812 .......................................................................... 776 
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l'a.:;c 
Defence of the Maritime Frontier. An act making a further appropriation for the defence of 

the maritime frontier nnd for the support of the Navy of the United States. July 5, 
1812 •••••••• ·····•""'''"''•"·""'"'""······ ......................... 776 

Payment of Bills drawn by John .JJ.rmstrong on the Treasury of the United States, suspended. An 
act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to suspend the payment of certain 
bills drawn by John Armstrong, late minister of the United States at the Court of 
France, upon the Treasury of the United States. July 6, 1812 .................... 77'i 

Compensation to the President pro tempore of the Senate. An act to compensate for his services 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, acting as such when the office of Vier--
President of the United States shall be vacant. July 6, 1812 ...................... 777 

Safe Keeping and .IJ.ccommodation ~( Prisoners of War. An act for the safe keeping and ac• 
commodation of prisoners of war. July 6, 1812 .................................. 777 

.JJ.merican Vessels prohibited trading with the Enemies of the United States. An act to prohibit 
American vessels from proceeding to, or trading with, the enemies of the United 
States, and for other purposes. July 6, 1812 ...................................... 778 

.JJ.lien Enemies. An act supplementary to the act entitled" An act respecting alien enemies." 
July 6, 1812 ..................................................................... 781 

.llpprapriation for the Military Establishment and.for the Indian Department in the Year 1812. An 
act making additional appropriations for the military establishment and for the In• 
dian department for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve. July 6, 1812, 781 

Meeting of Congress. An act fixing the time for the next meeting of Congress. July 6, 
1812 ............................................................................ 781 

Pay of the .JJ.rmy of the United States. An act respecting the pay of the army of the United 
States. July 6, 1812 ............................................................. 782 

Public Lands in Ohio. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act giving further time 
to purchasers of public lands northwest of the river Ohio, to complete their pay-
ments." July 6, 1812 ............................................................ 782 

Public Debt. An act authorizing a subscription for the old six per cent. and deferred 
stocks, and providing for an exchange of the same. July 6, 1812 ................. 783 

Loan not exceeding Eleven Millions of Dollars. An act supplementary to the act entitled" An 
act authorizing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars." July 6, 
1812 ............................................................................ 781 

.11.rrny of the United States. An act making further provision for the army of the United 
States, and for other purposes. July 6, 1812 ...................................... 784 

.JJ.rmy of the United States. An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act authorizing 
the President of the United States to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps.'' July 6, 1812 ............................................... , ............ 785 

RE SOL U'fIONS. 

I. Granting permission to the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States to use 
the books in the library of Congress. March 2, 1812 ............................. 786 

2. On the subject of arts and manufactures. March 19, 1812 ........................... 786 

3. Requesting the State of Georgia to assent to the formation of two states of the Missis-
sippi territory. June 17, 1812 ................................................... 786 

4. Requesting the President of the United States to recommend a day of public humilia-
tion and prayer.. . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. • .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . • • .. 786 

STATUTE II.-1812, 1813. 

7'ransmission of certain Documents free of Postage. An act to authorize the transportation of 
certain documents free of postage. Nov. 12, 1812 ................................ 787 

Continuance of the Mint at Philadelphia. An act further to prolong the continuance of the 
mint at Philadelphia. Dec. 2, 1812 .............................................. 787 

Militia of the United States. An act making an appropriation to defray expenses incurred, 
or to be incurred, under an act entitled "An act to authorize a detachment from the 
militia of the United States;" and the act entitled "An act for calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, 
and to repeal the act now in force for those purposes, passed the twenty-eighth day 
of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five." (Obsolrtr.)D<'c. 12,1812. 787 
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Increase of the Pay of the 11on-commissioned officers, M_us~ans, Privates, and ~t~ers of th~ ..irmy, ~c. 
An act increasing the pay of the non•comm1ss10ned officers, musician:,, privates, and 
othersofthearmy,andforother purposes. Dec.12, 1812 ........................ 788 

.District and Territorial Judges of the U11ited States. An act concerning the district and terri• 
torial judges of the United States. Dec. 18, 1812 .. • • .... •· • • •· • • •· • ...... • • • •· • •. 788 

Inerea,e of the Navy of the United States. An act to increase the navy of the United States. 
Jan. 2, 1813 .................................. • • • • • • .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 789 

Remim<m of Fi11es and Forfeitures in certain Cases of Good~ shipped froff! Great Britain. .An 
act directing the Secretary of the Treasury to remit fines, forfellures, an<l penalties, 
in certain cases. Jan. 2, 1813 .•......••••.• • ...... •, .. • • • • • • • .. • • • • • .. • • .. • • • • •, 789 

West Point. An act approving the report of the commissioners ap_pointed by the Sec:etai_-y 
at War, to ascertain and settle the exterior line of the public land at West Pornt, m 
the State of New York. Jan. 5, 1813 .............. • •·••· •· • • .. • • .. • • •· • • .. • • ... • • 790 

Poat-routes to be established by the President of the United State~ in certain Cases: An a~t autho
rizing the President of the United States to estabhsh post-routes m certam cases. 
(Obsolete.) Jan. 14, 1813 ............................. • •••••• • • • • • • .. • •; • • • .. • •• 790 

Navy Pensions. An act providing navy pensions in certain cases. (Obsolete.) Jan. 20, 
1813 ............................................................................ 790 

Partial ,Appropriations. An act making certain partial appropriations for the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and thirteen. (Obsolete.) Jan. 20, 1813 ...................... 791 

.8.rmy of the United States. An act supplementary to the act entitled" An act for the more 
perfect organization of the army of the United States." (Obsolete.) Jan. 20, 1813. 791 

Letters of Marque and Reprisal. An 8.ct in addition to the act concerning letters of marque, 
prizes, and prize goods. (Obsolete.) Jan. 27, 1813 .............................. 792 

..idmission of American Vessels from B,·itish Ports. An act authorizing the admission, under 
certain circumstances, of vessels oivned by citizens of the United States of America, 
with their cargoes, from British ports beyond the Cape of Good Hope. (Obsolete.) 
Jan. 27, 1S13 ...................................................... ; .............. 794 

..irmy of the United States. An act in addition to the act entitled "An act to raise an addi-
tional military force," and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) Jan. 29, 1813 ......... 794 

Militia. An act supplementary to an act entitled" An act to provide ,for calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions," and to re
peal the act now in force for those purposes, and to increase the pay of volunteer 
and militia corps. (Obsolete.) Feb-. 2, 1813' ..................................... 791 

Publ-ic Lands in the fllinois 'Territory. An act giving the right of pre-emption in the pur• 
chase of lands to certain settlers in the Illinois territory. Feb. 5, 1813 ............ 797 

Loan of Sixteen Millions of Dollars. An act authorizing a loan for a sum not exceeding six-
teen millions of dollars. (Obsolete.) Feb. 8, 1813 ................................ 798 

Pemwns to Persons on Board private armed Ships. An act regulating pensions to persons on 
board private armed ships. Feb. 13, 1813 ........................................ 799 

Land Claims in Vincennes. An act confirming certain claims to lands in the district of Vin-
cennes. Feb. 13, 1813 ........................................................... 800 

Jinny of the United States. An act making provision for an additional number of general 
officers. (Obsolete.) Feb. 24, 1813 ............................................. 801 

'.lreasury Notes. An act authorizing the issuing of treasury notes for the service of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. (Obsolete.) Feb. 25, 1813 ........ 801 

Duty on Iron H'ire. An act to impose a duty on the importation of iron wire. (Obso-
lete.) Feb. 2&, 1813 •••••. ,. ...................................................... 804 

..irmy ~f tlte United States; Ru:ngers. An act to raise ten additional companies of rangers. 
(Obsolete.) Feb. 25, 1813 ........................................................ 804 

.Meeting of Congnss. An act to alter the time for the next meeting of Cono-ress (Obso-
lete.) Feb. 27, 1813 ............................................... ~ ... .' ......... 804 

Remission of Fmfeitures on Good! import~d from Great B_ritain. An act directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to remit certarn fines, penalties, and forfeitures, therein mentioned. 
(Obsolete.) Feb. 27, 1813 ................................................. , ..... 804-

Tlie Mail maY_ be carried in Steamboats. An act in addition to an act regulating the post-office 
estabhshment. (Obsolete.) ,Feb. 27, 1813 ....................................... 805 
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.lldditional Officers in the Territories of the United States. An act authorizing the appointment 
of additional officers in the respective territories of the United States. (Obsolete.) 
Feb. 27, 1813, ....... , .. , ... , .. , ...................... , ..............•.•. , •.•.... 806 

Post-roads in Louisiana. An act to establish certain post-roads in the State of Louisiana. 
(Obsolete.) Feb. 27, 1813 ................................ , •.••.......•.......•.. 806 

Vaccination. An act to encourage vaccination. (Repealed.) Feb. 27, 1813 ..•........... 806 

Claims to Lands in the Territmus of Orleans and Louisiana. An act giving further time for 
registering claims to lands in the eastern and western districts of the territory of 
Orleans, now State of Louisiana. (Expired.) Feb. 27, 1813 ..................... 807 

Turnpike Road ~o Georgetown in the District of Columbia. An act to authorize and empowei: 
the president and managers of the Washington Turnpike Company of the State or 
Maryland, when organized, to extend and make their turnpike road to or from George
town, in the District of Columbia, through the said district to the line thereof. Feb. 
27, 1813 ................................................................. , ....... 808 

Duties. An act to continue in force, for a limited time, the first section of the act entitled 
"An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the United States against 
the Barbary powers." (Expired.) Feb. 27, 1813 ..................•..•........... 809 

Seamen on Board the public and private armed Vissels of the United States. An act for the regu
lation of seamen on board the public and private vessels of the United States. 
March 3, 1813 ................................................................... 809 

Public Lands. Fu,·ther time given to Purchasers. An act giving further time to purchasers 
of public lands to complete their payments. (Expired.) March 3, 1813 .......... Sil 

Lands in Missouri. An act allowing further time for delivering the evidence in support of 
claims to land in the territory of Missouri, and for regulating the donation grants 
therein. (Expired.) March 3, 1813 ............................................. 812 

District Court in New York. An act to alter the times of holding the District Court in the 
respective districts of New York and Massachusetts. (Obsolete,) March 3, 1813. 815 

Destruction of armed Vessels of War of the Enemy. An act to encourage the destruction of 
the armed vessels of war of the enemy. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1813 .............. 816 

Supplies of the Army and .&countability of the Persons employed. An act the better to provide 
for the supplies of the army of the United Staces, and for the accountability of per-
sons entrusted with the same. March 3, 1813 .................................... 816 

Certificates ~f Registry. An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to provide new 
certificates of registry. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1813 .......... , ........... , ......• 818 

Rewards to the Officers and Crew of the Constitution, and Wasp. An act rewarding the officers 
and crew of the frigate Constitution and the officers and crew of the Wasp. (Ob-
solete.) March 3, 1813 ...................................... , .. , ...... ; .... , .... 818 

.llrmy of the United States. Organiz:ation of the General Staff. An act for the better organiza
tion of the general staff of the army of the United States. (Obsolete.) March 3, 
1813 ...... , ....................... ., ............................................ 819 

..8.ssent of Congress to Acts of Georgia. An act to revive and continue in force "An act de
claring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Georgia, passed the twelfth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and four, establishing the fees of the 
harbour mllster and health officer of the ports of Savannah and St. Mary's." (Ex-
pired.) March 3, 1813 .......................................................... 820 

Navy of the United States. An act supplementary to the act for increasing the navy. (Ob-
solete.) March 3, 1813 .......................................................... 821 

.llppropriations for the Navy. An act making appropriations for the support of the navy of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. (Obsolete.) 
March 3, 1813 ................................................................... 821 

Appropriation for the Capitol. An act making an appropriation for alterations and repairs in 
the capitol. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1813 .... , ............................•......• 822 

.llppropriations for the Military Establishment, and for Volunteers. An act making appropria
tions for the support of the military establishment, and of the volunteer militia in 
the actual service of the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen. (Obliolete.) March 3, 1813 ........................................ 822 

.dppropriations for the Support of the Government in 1813. An act making appropriation for 
the support of government for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 
(Obsolete.) March 3, 1813 ...................................................... 823 
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District Court of Maine. An act altering the time for holding the District Court in the dis-
rag& 

trict of Maine. March 3, 1813 ....................................... ,,, ......... 829 

Retaliation aut/wrized. An act vesting in the President of the United States the power of 
retaliation. (Obsolete,) March 3, 1813 .......................................... 829 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1. Relative to the brilliant achievements of Captains Hull, Decatur, Jones, and Lieutenant 
Elliott. Jan. 29, 1813 ................................... ., ...................... 830 

2. Requesting the President of the United States to cause to be prepared and laid before 
Congress a system of military discipline. March 3, 1813, ........................ 830 

3. Requesting the President of the United States to present medals to Captain William 
Bainbridge, and the officers of the frigate Constitution. March 3, 1813 ........... 831 
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THE 

LAWS OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES. 

ACTS OF THE SIXTH CONGRESS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the first session, wliich was begun and held at the City of 
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, on Jfonday, the second day 
of December, 1799, and ended on the fourteenth day of May, 1800. 

JoHN ADAMS, President; THOMAS JEFFERSON, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; SAMUEL LIVERMORE, 
President of the Senate prn tempore, on the 24th of December, 1799; 
URIAH TRACY, President of the Senate pro tempore, on the 14th of 
May, 1800; THEODORE SEDGWICK, Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives. 

STATUTE I. 
CHAPTER I.-An Act for reviving and continuing suits and proceedings in tlte 

Circuit Court for the District of Pennsylvania. 
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all suits, 
process and proceedings, of what nature or kind soever, which were 
pending in the Circuit Court of the United States, for the district of 
Pennsylvania, at the time appointed by law for holding a session thereof 
in October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and which 
were discontinued by failure to hold the said court, shall be, and they 
are hereby revived and continued, and the same proceedings may and 
shall be had in the same court, in all suits and process aforesaid, and in 
all things relating to the same, as by law might • have been had in the 
same court, had it been regularly holden, at the time aforesaid. • 

SEC 2. And be it further enacted, That all writs and other process, 
which may have been, and which shall be issued, by the clerk of the 
said court, bearing teste of April session or October session, one thou
sand seven hundred and ninety-nine, shall be held and deemed of the 
same validity and effect, as if the same court had been regularly held on 
the eleventh day of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
judge of the district court of the district of Pennsylvania, to direct the 
clerk of the said circuit court to issue such process, for the purpose of 
causing jurors to be summoned to attend at the session of the said cir
cuit court, on the eleventh day of April next, as hath heretofore been 
issued for the like purposes, returnable to any preceding session thereof; 
and the persons so summoned shall, in case of non-attendance, be liable 
to the same penalties as if such process had been issued in the ordinary 
course of proceeding. 

ArrRoVED, December 24, 1799. 
3 

Dec. 24, 1799. 

[Obsolete.] 
Proceeding:1 

which were dis
continued by the 
failure to hold 
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1799, revived. 

Teste of writs. 

Jurors may be 
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next April term. 

Penalties for 
non-attendance. 
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STATUTE I. 

Jan. 2, 1800. 

[Obsolete.] 

1799, ch. 43, 
sec. 17, 

1796, ch. 4, 

STATUTE I. 

Jan. 2, 1800. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of July 

9, 1798. 
Commission

ers may vary the 
valuations in 
subdivisions of 
assessment dis .. 
tricts. 

They may di
rect the varia
tions to bo made 
out by their 
clerk, &c. 

STATUTE I. 

Jan. 6, 1800. 

Prisoners en
titled to the lim
its of gaols as 
persons con .. 
fined under 
process from 
state courts. 

SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cn. 2, 3, 4. 1800. 

CHAP, IT.-.1.ln .Bet extending the privilege if franking to 1Villiam Henry Har
rison, the delegate from the territory if t~e United States, northwest of the Ohio; 
and making provision for his compensation. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef tlie United Statf,s of America in Congress assembled, T_hat William 
Henry Harrison, the • delegate to Congress from the territory of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio, be entitled to the privilege of 
sending and receiving letters free of postage, on the same terms, and 
under the same restrictions, as are provided for the members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives of the United States, by 
the act, intituled "An act to establish the post-office and post roads 
within the United States." 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said William_ Henry Har
rison shall receive for his travelling expenses and attendance m Congress, 
the same compensation as is or may be allowed by law, to the members 
of the House of Representatives of the United States, to be certified 
and paid in like manner. 

APPROVED, January 2, 1800. 

CHAP. III.-.lln.l.lcfsupplementa,·y to the act, intituled ".fl.n act to provide for the 
valuation if Lands and Dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of Slaves, within 
the United &ates."(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted b_y tlte Senate and House ef Representatives 
ef tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com
missioners appointed under the act to which this is a supplement, shall 
have power, on consideration and examination of the lists, returns, valu
ations and abstracts rendered by the assessors, to revise, adjust and vary 
the valuations of lands and dwelling-houses in each and every subdivi
sion of the several assessment districts, by adding thereto, or deducting 
therefrom, such a rate per centum as shall appear to be just and reason• 
able: Provided, that the relative valuations of the different lots or tracts· 
of l~nd, or dwelling-houses in the same subdivision, shall not be 
changed or affected. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners may 
direct the additions or deductions as aforesaid, to be made out and com
pleted by the several principal assessors, or if they shall deem it more 
advisable, by their clerk and such assistants as they shall find neces
sary, and appoint for that purpose: Provided, that the compensation to 
be made to the said assistants shall not exceed the pay allowed to the 
assistant assessors, by the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVF,D, January 2, 1800. 

CHAP, IV.-.1.ln .IJct for t!te relief of persons imprisoned for Debt.(b) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
?,f tl1_e United States of America in Congress assembled, That persons 
1mpnsoned on process issuing from any court of the United States, as 
well ~t th_e _suit <?f the United St~tes as at_ the suit of any person or per
s_on~ m CIVIi actions? shall be entitled to hke privileges of the yards or 
hm1ts of the respective gaols, as persons confined in like cases on pro
cess from the courts of the respective states, are entitled to and under 
the like regulations and restrictions. ' 

(a) Act of July 9, 1798, chap. 70. 
(b) Act of May 28, 1796, chap. 38; act of June 6, 1798, chap. 49; act of January 7, 1824, chap, 3, 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person imprisoned on 
process of execution issuing from any court of the United States in civil 
actions, except at the suit of the United States, may have the oath or 
affirmation hereinafter expressed, administered to him by the judge of 
the district court of the United States, within whose jurisdiction the 
debtor may be confined; and in case there shall be no district judge 
residing within twenty miles of the gaol wherein such debtor may be 
confined, such oath or affirmation may be administered by any two per
sons who may be commissioned for that purpose by the district judge: 
The creditor, his agent or attorney, if either live within one hundred 
miles of the place of imprisonment, or within the district in which the 
judgment was rendered, having had at least thirty days previous notice 
by a citation served on him, issued by the district judge, to appear at 
the time and place therein mentioned, if he see fit to show cause why 
the said oath or affirmation should not be so administered: At which 
time and place, if no sufficient cause, in the opinion of the judge, ( or 
the commissioners appointed as aforesaid) be shown, or doth from ex
amination appear to the contrary, he or they may, at the request of the 
debtor, proceed to administer to him the following oath or affirmation, 
as the case may be, viz. "You solemnly ( swear or affirm) 
that you have no estate, real or personal, in possession, reversion or re
mainder, to the amount or value of thirty dollars, other than necessary 
wearing apparel; and that you have not, directly or indirectly, given, 
sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed to, or intrusted any person or per
sons with all or any part of the estate, real or personal, whereof you 
have been the lawful owner or possessor, with any intent to secure the 
same, or to receive or expect any profit or advantage therefrom, or to 
defraud your creditors, or have caused or suffered to be done any thing 
else whatsoever, whereby any of your creditors may be defrauded." 
Which oath or affirmation being administered, the judge or commis
sioners shall certify the same under his or their hands to the prison
keeper, and the debtor shall be discharged from his imprisonment on 
such judgment, and shall not be liable to be imprisoned again for the 
said debt, but the judgment shall remain good and sufficient in law, and 
may be satisfied out of any estate which may then, or at any time after
wards, belong to the debtor. And the judge or commissioners, in addi
tion to the certificate by them made and delivered to the prison-keeper, 
shall make return of their doings to the district court, with the commis
sion, in cases where a commission hath been issued, to be kept upon 
the files and record of the same court. And the said judge, or com
missioners, may send for books and papers, and have the same authority 
as a court of record, to compel the appearance of witnesses, and admin
ister to them, as well as to the debtor, the oaths or affirmations neces
sary for the inquiry into, and discovery of the true state of the debtor's 
property, transactions and affairs. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlie1· enacted, That when the examination and 
proceedings aforesaid, in the opinion of the said judge or commissioners, 
cannot be had with safety or convenience in the prison wherein the debtor 
is confined, it shall be lawful for him or them, by warrant under his or 
their hand and seals, to order the marshal or prison-keeper, to remove 
the debtor to such other place convenient and near to the prison as he 
or they may see fit; and to remand the debtor to the same prison, if 
upon examination or cause shown by the creditor, it shall appear that 
the debtor ought not to be admitted to take the above recited oath or 
affirmation, or that he is holden for any other cause. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
take any oath or affirmation, authorized by this act, such person shall 
be deemed guilty of perjury, and upon conviction thereof, shall suffer 
the pains and penalties in that case provided. And in case any false 
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oath or affirmation be so taken by the debtor, the court, upon the mo• 
tion of the creditor shall recommit the debtor to the prison from whence 
he was liberated, there to be deta_ined for the said debt, in the same 
manner as if such oath or affirmation had not been taken. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, Tha~ any person imprisoned upo!1 
process issuing from ~ny cour! ?f th~ Umted. States, exc~pt at the smt 
of the United States, m any c!Vll act10n, against whom Judgment has 
been or shall be recovered, shall be entitled to the privileges and relief 
provided by this act, after the expiration of thirty days fro~ the time 
such judgment has been or shall be recover~d, though the creditor should 
not, within that time, sue out his execut10n, and charge the debtor 
therewith. 

APPROVED, January 6, 1800. 

CHAP. V.-.9.n .9.ct for the pi·eservation ef peace with the Indian triues.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That if any citi
zen or other person residing within the United States, or the territory 
thereof, shall send any talk, speech, message or letter to any Indian na
tion, tribe, or chief, with an intent to produce a contravention or infrac
tion of any treaty or other law of the United States, or to disturb the 
peace and tranquillity of the United States, he shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding two 
years. 

SEc. 2. And he it furthei· enacted, That if any citizen or other person 
shall carry or deliver any such talk, speech, message or letter, to or 
from any Indian nation, tribe, or chief, from or to any person or persons 
whatsoever, residing within the United States; or from or to any sub
ject, citizen or agent of any foreign power or state, knowing the con
tents thereof, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
and be imprisoned not exceeding twelve months. 

SEc. 3. And be it enacted, That if any citizen or other person, resid
ing or being among the Indians, or elsewhere, within the territory of 
the United States, shall carry on a correspondence, by letter or other
wise, with any foreign nation or power, with an intent to induce such 
foreign nation or power to excite any Indian nation, tribe, or chief, to 
war against the United States, or to the violation of any existing treaty; 
or in case any citizen or other person shall alienate, or attempt to alien
ate the confidence of the Indians from the government of the United 
States, or from any such person or persons as are, or may be employed 
and entrusted by the President of the United States, as a commissioner 
or commissioners, agent or agents, or in any capacity whatever, for fa. 
cilitating or preserving a friendly intercourse with the Indians, or for 
managing the concerns of the United States with them, he shall forfeit 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not exceed
ing twelve months. 
. ~EC. 4."And be it further enacted, Th~t the provisions of the act, 
mtituled An act to regulate trade and mtercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," passed the third day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, be, and the same 
are hereby extended to carry into effect this act, and for the trial and 
punishment of offences against it, in the same manner as if they were 
herein specially recited. • 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 

(a) Act of March 3, 1799, chap. 46, sec. 105; act of March 30, 1802, chap. 13; act of April 29, 1816; 
act of March 3, 1817, chap. 43; act of May 6, 1822, chap. 58. 
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be in force until the third day of March, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and two, and no longer. 

APPROVED, January 17, 1800. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. VI.-.9.n.B.ct to repeal part of an act, intituled "./J.n act to provide for miti- Feb. 11, 1800. 
gating or remitting the forfeitures, penalties and disabilities, accruing in certain 
cases therein mentioned, and to continue in force the residue ojtl,e same,"(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United Vol. i. 506. 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the fourth section of an 
act intituled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeit
ures, penalties and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein men
tioned," passed on 'the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed, and the resi
due of the said act shall be, and the same is hereby continued in full 
force without limitation of time. 

APPROVED, February 11, 1800. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP. VIII.-.IJ.n.B.ctgiving further time to the holders of Military Wai·rants, to Feb. 1 J, 1800. 
register, and locate the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United [Obsolete.] 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, for the space of fourteen days after the expiration of the 1796, ch. 46. 
nine months heretofore allowed for that purpose, by the act, intituled 
"An act regulating the grants of land, appropriated for military services, 
and for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel 
among the Heathen," register warrants for military services in the form 
and manner as is prescribed by the said recited act ; and the priority of 
location of said warrants, and the warrants registered under the said 
recited act shall be determined by lot, immediately after the expiration 
of the said fourteen days, and a day for the location shall be fixed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in a public notice given in one of the gazettes 
of the city of Philadelphia. 

APPROVED, February 11, IS00. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP. IX.-.Bn .B.ct to suspend in part, an act, inlituled ".lln act to augment the Feb. 20, 1800. 
JJ.rmy of the United States; and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the [Obsolete.] 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all further enlist-
ments under the second section of an act, intituled "An act to augment 
the army of the United States, and for other purposes," shall be sus- Vol. i. 604. 
pended until the further order of Congress, unless in the recess of Con-
gress, and during the continuance of the existing differences between 
the United States and the French Republic, war shall break out between 
the United States and the French Republic, or imminent danger of in-
vasion of their territory by the said Republic, shall, in the opinion of the 
President of the United States, be discovered to exist. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1800. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP, X.-.B.n JJ.ct further to suspend tl1e commercial intercourse between the Feb. 27, 1800. 
United States :ind France, and the dependencies thereof.(b) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives [Expired.] 

ef the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That all com-

(a) Act of March 3, 1797, chap. 13. (b) Act of February 9, 1799, chap. 2. 
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mercial intercourse between any person or persons resident within the 
United States or under their protection, and any per~on or persons resi
dent within the territories of the French Republic, or any of the 
dependencies thereof, shall. b~, and from and after the second_ day of 
March next, is hereby prohibited and farther s_uspended, exceptmg _only 
in the eases hereinafter provided. And any ship or vessel, owned, hired, 
or employed wholly or in p~~t by any _p_erson or persons_ resident within 
the United States, or any c1t1zen or e1t17:ens thereof res1den~ elsewhere, 
and sailing therefrom after _that day, which co~trary to the ~ntent here
of, shall be voluntarily earned, or shall be destmed or permitted to pro
ceed or shall be sold, bartered, entrusted or transferred, for the purpose 
that 

1

she may proceed, whether directly or from any intermediate port 
or place, to any port or place within the territories of tl!at Republic, or 
any of the dependencies thereof; or shall be engaged m any traffic or 
commerce, by or for any person resident within the territories of that 
Republic, or within any of the dependencies thereof; and also any cargo 
which shall be found on board of such ship or vessel, when detected and 
interrupted in such unlawful purpose, or at her return from such voyage 
to the United States, shall be wholly forfeited, and may be seized and 
condemned in any court of the United States, having competent 
jurisdictioi;i. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That excepting for foreign ships 
or vessels owned, hired, and employed by persons permanently residing 
in Europe, and commanded and wholly navigated by foreigners, no 
clearance for• a foreign voyage shall be granted to any ship or vessel 
whatever, until the owner or the employer for the voyage, or if not resi
dent within the district where the clearance shall be required, his factor 
or agent, with the master and one or more sufficient surety or sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the collector of the district, shall give bond to the 
United States, such owner, employer, or factor, with the master, in a 
sum equal to the value of the vessel, and of one third of her cargo; 
and such surety or sureties in a like sum, when it shall not exceed ten 
thousand dollars; and if it shall exceed, then in that sum, with condi
tion that the ship or vessel for which a clearance shall be required, is 
actually destined, and shall proceed to some port or place without the 
limits or jurisdiction of the French Republic, or any of the dependen
cies thereof, and during the intended voyage shall not be voluntarily 
carried, or permitted to proceed or sold, entrusted or transferred, with 
the purpose that she may proceed whether directly, or from any inter
mediate port or place, to any port or place within the territories of that 
Republic, or any of the dependencies thereof; and shall not, at any such 
port or place, voluntarily deliver or unlade any part of such cargo; and 
if compelled by distress of weather, or taken by force into any such 
port or place, will not there receive on board of such ship or ve~sel, 
any goods, produce, or merchandise, other than necessary sea stores; 
and generally, that su~h ship or vessel shall not be employed in any 
traffic or commerce, with or for any person resident within the terri
tory of the French Republic, or any of the dependencies thereof. 

SEC. 3._ Provided, and be it further enacted, That when any ship or 
vessel wh1_ch shall obtain a clearance for a foreign voyage, after a bond 
shall be given as aforesaid, shall be compelled by distress of weather, or 
othe_r casualty endangering the safety of such ship or vessel, or of the 
mariners o~ board t~e same, or shall be taken by any armed vessel, or 
other superior force, mto any port or place within the territories of the 
French ~epublic, or any of the dependencies thereof, and shall there 
necessanly unlad~ and deliver, or shall be deprived of any cargo then on 
board, the!1, and m such case, the master or other person having charge 
of such ship or vessel, may receive compensation or payment in bills of 
r,xchange, or in money or bullion, for such cargo, but not otherwise, 
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and shall not be understood thereby to contravene this law, or to incur 
a forfeiture of the said bond. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel coming 
from any port or place within the territories of the French Republic, or 
any of the dependencies thereof, whether with or without a cargo, or 
from any other port or place, with a cargo on board obtained for, or 
laden on board of such vessel at any port or place within the said terri
tories or dependencies, which shall arrive within the limits of the United 
States after the said second day of March next, shall be admitted to an 
entry with the collector of any district; and each and every such ship or 
vessel which shall arrive as aforesaid, having on board any goods, wares 
or merchandise, destined to be delivered within the United States, con
trary to the intent of this act, or which shall have otherwise contravened 
the same, together with the cargo which shall be found on board, shall 
be forfeited, and may be seized and condemned in any court of the 
United States having competent jurisdiction : Provided, that nothing 
herein contained shail be construed to prohibit the entry of any vessel 
having a passport granted under the authority of the French Republic, 
and solely employed for purposes of political or national intercourse 
with the government of the United States, and not in any commercial 
intercourse, and which shall be received, and permitted by the President 
of the United States to remain within the same: And provided also, 
that until the first day of August next, and no longer, any ship or ves
sel, wholly owned or employed by a foreigner, other than any person 
resident in France, or in any of the dependencies of the French Re
public, and which coming therefrom shall be destined to the United 
States, and shall arrive within the same, not having otherwise contra
vened this act, shall be required and permitted to depart therefrom, and 
in case she shall accordingly depart, without any unreasonable delay, 
and without delivery, or attempting to deliver, any cargo or lading with
in the United States, such ship or vessel, or any cargo which may be on 
board the same, shall not be liable to the forfeiture aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any ship or vessel, coming 
from any port or place within the territories of the French Republic, 
or any of the dependencies thereof, or with any cargo there obtained 
on board, but not destined to any port or place within the United States, 
shall be compelled by distress of weather, or other necessity, to put into 
any port or place within the limits of the United States, such ship or 
vessel shall be there hospitably received in the manner prescribed by 
the act, intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage;" and shall be permitted to make such repairs, and to 
obtain such supplies as shall be necessary to enable her to proceed ac
cording to her destination; and such repairs and supplies being obtained, 
shall be thereafter required and permitted to depart. But if such ship 
or vessel shall not conform to the regulations prescribed by the act last 
mentioned, or shall unlade any part of her cargo, or shall take on board 
any cargo or supplies whatever, without the permit of the collector of 
the district previously obtained therefor, or shall refuse, or unreasonably 
delay to depart from and out of the United States, after having received 
a written notice to depart, which such collector may, and shall give, as 
soon as such ship or vessel shall be fit for sea; or having departed shall 
return to the United States, not being compelled thereto by further dis
tress or necessity, in each and every such case, such ship or vessel and 
her cargo shall be forfeited and may be seized, and condemned in any 
court of the United States having competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That at any time after the passing 
of this act, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, by 
his order to remit and discontinue for the time bP-ing, whenever he shall 
<leem it expedient, and for the intrrest of the United States, all or any 
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of the restraints and prohibitions. imposed by t~is act, in respect to the 
territories of the French Republic, or. to ~ny JS]and! I;>ort or place ~e
longing to the said Republic, with which m ~1s op1111on a commercial 
intercourse may be safely renewed; and also 1t shall be lawful for th_e 
President of the United States, whenever he shall afterwards deem 1t 
expedient, to revoke such order, a_nd hereby to re-~stablish such restraints 
and prohibitions. And the President of th~ Umted States sh~ll be, and 
he is hereby authorized, to make proclamat10n thereof accord,?gly. 

SEc. 7. A.nd be it further enacted, That the whole of the island of 
Hispaniola shall for the purposes of t~is act be co~sidered. as a depen
dency of the French Republic: Provuled, that nothmg herem contamed 
shall be deemed to repeal or annul in any part, the order or proclama
tion of the President of the United States, heretofore issued for per
mitting commercial intercourse with certain ports of that island. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtltcr enacted, That it shall be lawful for tlw 
President of the United States, to give instructions to the public armed 
vessels of the United States, to stop and examine any ship or vessel of 
the United States on the high sea, which there maybe reason to suspect 
to be engaged in any traffic or commerce contrary to this act, and if 
upon examination, it shall appear that such ship or vessel is bound or 
sailing to, or from any port or place, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, it shall be the duty of the commander of such 
public armed vessel, to seize every ship or vessel engaged in such illicit 
commerce, and send the same to the nearest convenient port of the 
United States, to be there prosecuted in due course of law, and held 
liable to the penalties and forfeitures provided by this act. 

SEC. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred by force of this act, shall, and may be examined, mitigated 
and remitted in like manner, and under the like conditions, regulations 
and restrictions, as are prescribed, authorized and directed by the act, 
intituled "An act to provide for mitigating, or remitting, the forfeitures, 
penalties and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned;" 
and all penalties and forfeitures, which may be recovered in pursuance 
of this act in consequence of any seizure made by the commander of 
any public armed vessel of the United States, shall be distributed accord
ing to the rules prescribed by the act, intituled "An act for the govern
ment of the navy of the United States;" and all other penalties arising 
under this act, and which may be recovered, shall be distributed and 
accounted for in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this 
act shall extend to any ship or vessel to which the President of the 
United States shall grant a permission to enter and clear; provided such 
ship or vessel shall be solely employed, pursuant to such permission, for 
purposes of national intercourse; and shall not be permitted to proceed 
with, or to bring to the United States any cargo or lading whatever 
other than necessary sea-stores. 

SRc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the act, intituled "An 
act further to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and France, and the dependencies thereof," shall be, and is here
by continued and shall be taken to be in force in respect to all offences, 
,~hich shall have been committed against the same, before the expira
t10n thereof; and to the intent that all seizures, forfeitures and penalties 
arising upon such offences, may be had, sued for, prosecuted and reco
vered, any limitation of the said act to the contrary hereof notwith
standing. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and remain 
in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
one: Providrd, hrnN1•rr, the expiration thert'of shall not prevt'nt m 
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defeat any seizure, or prosecution for a forfeiture incurred under this 
act, and during the continuance thereof. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1800. 

CHAP. XII.-An Jlct providing for tl,e second Census or enumeration ef tke In• 
habitants af tlte United States.(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That the mar
shals of the several districts of the United States and the secretaries of 
the territory of the United States northwest of the rjver Ohio, and of 
the Mississippi territory, respectively, shall be, and they are hereby 
authorized and required, under the direction of the Secretary of State, 
and according to such instructions as he shall give pursuant to this act, 
to cause the number of the inhabitants within their respective districts 
and territories to be taken; omitting in such enumeration, Indians not 
taxed, and distinguishing free persons, including those bound to s11rv.ice 
for a term of years from all others; distinguishing also the sexes and co
lours of free persons and the free males under ten years of age; those of 
ten years and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under twenty-six; those 
of twenty-six and under forty-five; those of forty-five and upwards: and 
distinguishing free females under ten years of age; those of ten years 
and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under twenty-six ; those of 
twenty-six and under forty-five; those of forty-five and upwards: for 
effecting which purpose, the marshals and secretaries aforesaid shall have 
power to appoint as many assistants within their respective districts and 
territories, as aforesaid, as to them shall appear necessary ; assigning to 
each assistant a certain division of his district or territory, which divi
sion shall consist of one or more counties, cities, towns, townships, hun
dreds or parishes, or of a territory plainly and distinctly bounded by 
water-courses, mountains or public roads. The marshals or secretaries, 
as the case may be, and their assistants, shall, respectively, take an oath 
or affirmation, before some judge or justice of the peace, resident within 
their respective districts or territories, previous to their entering on the 
discharge of the duties by this act required. The oath or affirmation of 
the marshal or secret&ry shall be,-" I, A. B., marshal of the district of 

( or secretary of the territory of as the 
case may be), do solemnly swear or affirm, that I will well and truly 
cause to be made, a just and perfect enumeration and description of all 
persons resident within my district or territory, and return the same to 
the Secretary of State, agreeably to the directions of an act of Congress, 
intituled 'an act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States,' according to the best of my ability." The oath or affir
mation of an assistant shall be,-" I, A. B., do solemnly swear, ( or affirm} 
that I will make a just and perfect enumeration and description of all 
persons resident within the division assigned to me by the marshal of the 
district of ( or the secretary of the territory of 
as the case may be), and make due return thereof to the said marshal, 
or secretary, agreeably to the directions of an act of Congress, intituled 
'an act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States,' according to the best of my abilities." The enumeration shall 
commence on the first Monday of August next, and shall close within 
nine calendar months thereafter. The several assistants shall, within 
the said nine months, transmit to the marshal or secretaries, by whom 
they shall be respectively appointed, accurate returns of all persons, ex
cept Indians not taxed, within their respective divisions; which returns 
shall be made in a schedule, distinguishing in each county, parish, town-

(a-) See note to act of March 1, 1790, chap, 22, Vol. i. 101. 
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ship, town or city, the several famili~s, _by the names o~ th_eir rnastPr, 
mistress steward overseer or other prmc1pal person therem, m the man
ner folldwing; th~t is to say: the nui:nber of persons within my division, 
consisting of appears Ill a schedule hereto annexed! sub-
scribed by me this day of A. B., assistant 
to the marshal of or to the secretary of 

Schedule of the whole number of persons within the division allotted to A. B. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every assistant, failing to 
make a proper return, or making a false return of the enumeration to 
the marshal or the secretary (as the case may be) within the time by 
this act limited, shall forfeit the sum of two hundred dollars. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the marshal and secretaries 
shall file the several returns aforesaid, with the clerks of their respective 
district or superior courts ( as the case may be) who are hereby directed 
to receive and carefully preserve the same: and the marshals, or secre
taries, respectively, shall, on or before the first day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and one, transmit to the Secretary of State, the 
aggregate amount of each description of persons within their respective 
districts or territories. And every marshal or s('!cretary failing to file 
the returns of his assistants or any of them, with the clerks of their 
respective courts as aforesaid, or failing to return the aggregate amount 
of each description of persons in their respective districts or territories, 
as the same shall appear from said returns, to the Secretary of State, 
within the time limited by this act, shall, for every such offence, forfeit 
the sum of eight hundred dollars; all which forfeitures shall be recover
able in the courts of the districts or territories where the offences shall 
be committed, or in the circuit courts to be held within the same, by 
action of debt, information or indictment; the one half thereof to the 
use of the United States, and the other half to the informer; but where 
the prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf of the United States, 
the whole shall accrue to their use. And for the more effectual disco
very of offences, the judges of the several district courts in the several 
districts, and of the supreme courts, in the territories of the United 
States, as aforesaid, at their next sessions, to be held after the expira
tion of the time allowed for making the returns of the enumeration 
hereby directed, to the Secretary of State, shall give this act in charge 
to the grand juries, in their respective courts, and shall cause the returns 
of the several assistants to be laid before them for their inspection. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every assistant shall receive 
at the rate of one dollar, for every hundred persons by him returned, 
where such persons reside in the country, and where such persons reside 
in a city or town, containing more than three thousand persons, such 
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assistant shall receive at the rate of one dollar for every three hundred 
persons, but where, from the dispersed situation of the inhabitants in 
some divisions, one dollar for every one hundred persons shall be insuffi
cient, the marshals or secretaries, with the approbation of the judges 
of their respective districts or territories, may make such further allow
ance to the assistants in such divisions, as shall be deemed an adequate 
compensation: Provided, the same does not exceed one dollar for every 
fifty persons by them returned. The several marshals and secretaries 
shall receive as follows: The marshal of the district of Maine, two hun
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of New Hampshire, two hun
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of Massachusetts, three hundred 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Rhode Island, one hundred and fifty 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Connecticut, two hundred dollars; 
the marshal of the district of Vermont, two hundred dollars; the marshal 
of the district of New York, three hundred dollars; the marshal of the 
district of New Jersey, two hundred dollars; the marshal of the district 
of Pennsylvania, three hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of 
Delaware, one hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Maryland, 
three hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Virginia, five hun
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of Kentucky, two hundred and 
fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of North Carolina, three hun
dred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of South Carolina, 
three hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Georgia, two hun
dred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of Tennessre, two 
hundred dollars; the secretary of the territory of the United States 
northwest of the Ohio, two hundred dollars; the secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person whose usual 
place of abode shall be in any family on the aforesaid first Monday in 
August next, shall be returned as of such family, and the name of every 
penmn, who shall be an inhabitant of any district or territory, but with
out a settled place of residence, shall be inserted in the column of the 
aforesaid schedule, which is allotted for the heads of families in that 
division where he or she shall be, on the said first Monday in August 
next, and every person occasionally absent at the time of the enumera
tion, as belonging to that place in which he or she usually resides in the 
United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That each and every free person, 
more than sixteen years of age, whether heads of families or not, belong
ing to any family within any division, district or territory made or estab
lished within the United States, shall be, and hereby is obliged to ren
der to such assistant of the division, a true account, if required, to the 
best of .his or her knowledge, of all and ev_ery person belonging to such 
family respectively, according to the several descriptions aforesaid, on 
pain of forfeiting twenty dollars, to be sued for and recovered by such 
assistant, the one half for his own use and the other half to the use of 
the United States. 

SEc. 7 . . 4nd be it further enacted, That each assistant shall, previous 
to making his returns to the marshal or secretary ( as the case may be) 
cause a correct copy, signed by himself, of the schedule containing the 
number of inhabitants within his division, to be set up at two of the 
most public places within the same, there to remain for the inspection 
of all concerned, for each of which copies the said assistant shall be en
titled to receive two dollars; provided, proof of the schedule having been 
so set up and suffered to remain, shall be transmitted to the marshal or 
secretary ( as the case may be) with the return of the number of the per
sons, and in case any assistant shall fail to make such proof to the mar
shal or secretary, as aforesaid, he shall forfeit the compensation by this 
act allowed him. 
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SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, ,That the Sec_retary of State shall 
he, and hereby is authorized and required to t:ansmit to_ the mar~lrnls of 
the several states and to the secretaries aforesaid, regulations and mstruc
tions pursuant to this act, for carrying the same into effect, and als_o the 
forms contained therein of schedule to be returned, and proper rnter
rogatories to be administered by the several persons who shall be em
ployed therein. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1800. 

CHAP. XIII.-.811 Jl_ct in addition to an act intituled ".11n act ·regulaling the grant.< 
<f land appropriated for Military services, and jor the Society if the United 
Brethren for propagating the Gospel among the Heathen," (a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlie United States of America i7! Congress assembled, That the r~spec
ti ve points of intersection of the !me~ actually run, as ~h~ bound,anes of 
the several townships surveyed by virtue of the act mtltuled ' An act 
regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services and for 
the society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among 
the Heathen," accordingly as the said lines have been marked and as
certained at the time when the same were run, notwithstanding the same 
are not in conformity to the act aforesaid, or shall not appear to corre
spond with the plat of the survey which has been returned by the Sur
veyor General, shall be considered, and they are hereby declared to be 
the corners of the said townships: That in regard to every such town
ship as by the plat and survey returned by the Surveyor General is stated 
to contain four thousand acres in each quarter thereof, the points on 
each of the boundary lines of such township, which are at an equal dis
tance from those two corners of the same township, which stand on the 
same boundary line, shall be considered and they are hereby declared 
to be corners of the respective quarters of such township; that the other 
boundary lines of the said quarter townships shall be straight lines run 
from each of the last mentioned corners of quarter townships to the 
corner of quarter townships on the opposite boundary line of the same 
township; and that in regard to every such township as by the said re
turn is stated to contain in any of the quarters thereof more or less than 
the quantity of four thousand acres, the corners marked in the boundary 
lines of such township to designate the quarters thereof, shall be consid
ered and they are hereby declared to be the corners of the quarter town
ships thereof, although the same may be found at unequal distances from 
the respective corners of such townships: And such townships shall be 
divi_ded by running lines through the same from the corners of the quar
ter townships actually marked, whether the interior lines thus extended 
shall be parallel to the exterior lines of the said township or not; and 
that each of the said quarter townships thus bounded, shall, in every pro
ceeding to be had under the above-mentioned or this act, he considered 
as containing the exact quantity expressed in the plat and survey thereof 
returned by the Surveyor General. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the pro
prietors or holders of warrants for military services, which have been, or 
shall be registered at the treasury in pursuance of the act intituled "An 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and 
for the Society of the United Brethren, for propagating the Gospel among 
the Heathen," during the time, in the manner, and according to the 
rights of priority, which may be acquired in pursuance of said act, to 
l?cate the_ quantities of land mentioned in the warrants by them respec
tively registered, as aforesaid, on any quarter township or fractional part 

(a\ Act of June 1, 1796, chap. 46; act of March 2, 1799, chap. 29; act of April 26, 1802, chap. 30. 
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of a quarter township, in the general tract mentioned and described in 
said act: Provided always, that the fractional quarter townships upon 
the river Sciota, and those upon the river Muskingum adjoining the 
grant made to Ebenezer Zane, or the towns Salem, Gnadenhutten or 
Shoenbrun, or the Indian boundary line, shall in every case be accepted 
and taken in full satisfaction for four thousand acres. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That whene,•er locations shall be 
made on any quarter township, which, according to the actual survey 
and plat thereof, returned by the Surveyor General, is stated to contain 
less than the quantity of four thousand acres, except in the case of frac
tions provided for in the preceding section, it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue, or cause to be issued, certificates, 
expressing the number of acres remaining unsatisfied of any registry of 
warrants for the quantity of four thousand acres, made in pursuance of 
the act before recited, which certificates shall have the same validity and 
effect, and be liable to be barred in like manner as warrants granted for 
military services, but no certificate shall be granted, nor any claim 
allowed for less than fifty acres, nor for the navigable water contained 
within the limits of any quarter township or fractional quarter township. 

SEc. 4. And be ·it fm·ther enacted, That whenever a location shall 
be made on any quarter township, which, according to the actual sur
vey and plat thereof, returned by the Surveyor General, is stated to 
exceed the quantity of four thousand acres, no patent shall be issued in 
pursuance thereof, until the person making such location, shall deposit 
at the treasury, warrants for military services or certificates issued by 
virtue of the preceding section, equal to the excess above four thousand 
acres, contained in such quarter township, or shall pay into the treasury 
of the United States two dollars per acre, in th_e certificates of the six 
per cent. funded debt of the United States, or money, for each acre of 
the excess above four thousand acres as aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That after the priority of location 
shall have been determined, and after the proprietors or holders of war
rants for military services shall have designated the tracts by them respec
tively elected; it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
designate by lot, in the presence of the Secretary of War, fifty quarter 
townships, of the lands remaining unlocated, which quarter townships, 
together with the fractional parts of townships remaining unlocated, 
shall be reserved for satisfying warrants granted to individuals for their 
military services, in the manner hereafter provided. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the land in each of the 
quarter townships designated as aforesaid, and in such of the fractional 
parts of quarter townships, as may then remain unlocated, shall be di
vided by the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the respective plats thereof, 
as returned by the Surveyor General, into as many lots, of one hundred 
acres each, as shall be equal, as nearly as may be, to the quantity such 
quarter township or fraction is stated to contain; each of which lots shall 
be included, where practicable, between parallel lines, one hundred and 
sixty perches in length, and one hundred perches in width, and shall be 
designated by progressive numbers upon the plat, or survey of every 
such quarter township and fraction respectively. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the sixteenth 
dav of March next, it shall be lawful for the holder of any warrant 
granted for military services, to locate, at any time before the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and two, the number of hun
dred acres expressed in such warrant, on any lot or lots, from time to 
time, remaining unlocated within the tracts reserved as aforesaid, and 
upon surrendering such warrant to the treasury, the holder thereof 
shall be entitled to receive a patent in the manner, and upon the condi
tions heretofore prescribed by law; which patent shall in every case 
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express the range, township, quarter townsl_1ip or fraction, and number of 
the Jot located as aforesaid. But no location shall be allowed, nor shall 
any patent be issued for any lot or lots of one hundred acres, except i_n 
the name of the person originally entitled to such warrant, or the heir 
or heirs of the person so entitled; nor shall any land, so Iocat~d and 
patented, to a person originally ent1tled_ to such warrant, be considered 
as in trust for any purchaser, or be subject to any contract made before 
the date of such patent, and the title to lands acqu_ired, in _consequence 
of patents issued as aforesaid, shall and may be ~henated 1~ pursuance 
of the laws which have been, or shall be passed m the territory of the 
United St;tes northwest of the river Ohio, for regulating the transfer 
of real proper~y, and not otherwise. . . 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That m all cases after the six
teenth of March next, where more than one application is made for the 
same tract at the same time, under this act, or under the act to which this 
is in addi:ion, the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine the priority 
of location by lot. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to advertise the tracts which may be reserved 
for location, in lots of one hundred acres, in one newspaper in each of 
the states, and in the territory aforesaid, for and during the term of 
three months. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That the actual plat and survey, 
returned by the Surveyor General, of quarter townships and fractional 
parts of quarter townships, contained in the tract mentioned and de
scribed in the act to which this is a supplement, shall be considerfd as 
final and conclusive, so far as relates to the quantity of land supposed to 
be contained in the quarter townships, and fractions, so that no claim 
shall hereafter be set up against the United States, by any proprietor, or 
holder of warrants for military services, on account of any deficiency in 
the quantity of land contained in the quarter township or fractional part 
of a quarter township, which shall have been located by such proprietor 
or holder, nor shall any claim be hereafter set up by the United States, 
against such proprietor or holder, on account of any excess in the quan
tity of land contained therein. 

APPROVED, March l, 1800. 

March 3, 1800. CHAP, XIV.-An Act providing for Salvage in cases of Recapture.(a) 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That when any 

(a) Salvage on recapture. Salvage is a compensation for actual services rendered in saving the property 
charged with it; and 1t is demandahle of right for vessels saved from the enemy, or from pirates. There 
must be meritorious services, and the taking must be lawful. Talbot v. Seaman, 1 Cranch, 1; 1 Cond. 
Rep. 229. 

On the recapture of a vessel by-a. neutral vessel, no claim for salvage can arise, for the recapture was 
a hostile act, not justified by the situaiton <>f the nation to which the recapturing vessel belongs, in rela. 
tion to that from the possession of which the rec"'!'turerl vessel was taken. The degree of service ren
dered in such a case, is precisely the same as if it bad bees rendered by a belligerent; yet the rights 
accruing from the recapture are different, because no right can ~crue from an act which was unlawful. 
Ibid. 

American property recaptured was restored on payment of salvage; the libel having prayed the con 
demnation as prize, and no salvage having been claimed. The question b( salvage is incident to the 
question of pnze. The Adeline, 9 Cranch, 244; 3 Cond. Rep. 397. 

In order to entitle to salvage, as upon a recapture or rescue, the property must have b.een in possession 
of the enemy, either actual or constructive. The Ann Green, l Gallia. C. C.R. 274. 

Salvage is not due for "rescuing a vessel of a neutral out of the hands of a belligerent, who has 
taken possession for a supposed violation of a treaty or the law of nations." The Antelope, Bee's D. C. 
R. 233, 

An American vessel was captured by an_ enemy, and after condemnation and sale to an enemy, was 
recaptured by an American privateer. The original owner claimed the vessel, offering to allow salvage. 
Held: that it was not a case for salvage, under the act of March 3, 1800, or the act of June 26, 1S12. 
The property bad become c<>mpletely divested by the capture and condemnation, The Star. 3 Wheat. 
78; 4 Cond. Rep. 198. • 
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vessel other than a vessel of war or privateer, or when any goods which 
shall hereafter be taken as prize by any vessel, acting under authority 
from the government of the United States, shall appear to have before 
belonged to any person or persons, resident within or under the protec
tion of the United States, and to have been taken by an enemy of the 
United States, or under authority, or pretence of authority, from any 
prince, government or state, against which the United States have autho
rized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, such vessel or goods not 
having been condemned as prize by competent authority before the re
capture thereof, the same shall be restored to the former owner or owners 
thereof, he or they paying for and in lieu of salvage, if retaken by a 
public vessel of the United States, one eighth part, and if retaken by a 
private vessel of the United States, one sixth part, of the true value of 
the vessel or goods so to be restored, allowing and excepting all imposts 
and public duties to which the same may be liable. And if the vessel so 
retaken shall appear to have been set forth and armed as a vessel of war, 
before such capture or afterwards, and before the retaking thereof as 
aforesaid, the former owner or owners, on the restoration thereof, shall 
be adjudged to pay for and in lieu of salvage, one moiety of the true 
value of such vesael of war, or privateer. 

SEc. :l. And be it furtltcr enacted, That when any vessel or goods, 
which shall hereafter be taken as prize, by any vessel acting under autho
rity from the government of the United States, shall appear to have be
fore belonged to the United States and to have been taken by an enemy 
of the United States, or under authority, or pretence of authority from 
any prince, government or state, against which the United States have 
authorized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, such public vessel 
not having been condemned as prize by competent authority before the 
recapture thereof, the same shall be restored to the United States. And 
for and in lieu of salvage, there shall be paid from the treasury of the 
United States, pursuant to the final decree which shall be made in such 
case by any court of the United States, having competent jurisdiction 
thereof, to the parties who shall be thereby entitled to receive the same, 
for the recapture as aforesaid, of an unarmed vessel, or any goods 
therein, one sixth part of the true value thereof, when made by a private 
vessel of the United States, and one twelfth part of such value when the 
recapture shall be made by a public armed vessel of the United States; 
and for the recapture as aforesaid of a public armed vessel, or any goods 
therein, one moiety of the true value thereof, when made by a private 
vessel of the United States, and one fourth part of such value, when 
such recapture shall be made by a public armed vessel of the United 
States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any vessel or goods 
which shall be taken as prize, as aforesaid, shall appear to have before 
belonged to any person or persons permanently resident within the ter
ritory, and under the protection of any foreign prince, government or 
state, in amity with the United States, and to have been taken by an 
enemy of the United States, or by authority or pretence of authority 
from any prince, government or state, against which the United States 
have authorized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, then such ves
'sel or goods shall be adjudged to be restored to the former owner or 
owners thereof, he or they paying for and in lieu of salvage, such pro
portion of the true value of the vessel or goods so to be restored, as by 
the law or usage of such prince, government or state, within whose ter
ritory such former owner or owners shall be so resident, shall be required 
on the restoration of any vessel or goods of a citizen of the United 
States, under like circumstances of recapture, made by the authority of 
such foreign prince, government or state; and where no such law or 
usage shall be known, the same salvage shall be allowed as is provided 
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by the first section of this act: Provided, that no such vessel or _goods 
shall be adjudged to be restored to such former owner or owners, m any 
case where the same shall have been, before the recapture thereof, con
demned as prize by competent authority, nor in any c.:ase where bf the 
law or usage of the prince, government, or state, w1thm whose territory 
such former owner or owners shall be resident as aforesaid, the vessel o·r 
goods of a citizen of the United States, under like circumstances of re
capture, would not be restored _to such citizen of the United States: 
Provided also, that nothing herem shall be construed t? contravene or 
alter the terms of restoration in cases of recapture, which are or shall 
be agreed on in any treaty between the United States, and any foreign 
prince, government or state. 

SEc. 4. And be i( furtlier enacted, That all sums of money which 
may be paid for salvage, as aforesaid, when accruing to any public armed 
vessel, shall be divided to and among the commanders, officers and crew 
thereof, in such proportions as are or may be provided by law, respecting 
the distribution of prize money: and when accruing to any private armed 
vessel, shall be distributed to and among the owners and company con
cerned in such recapture, according to their agreements, if any such 
there be ; and in case there be no such agreement, then to and among 
such persons, and in such proportions, as the court having jurisdiction 
thereof shall appoint. 

SEc. 5. And be it fui·tlter enacted, That such parts of any acts of 
Congress of the United States, as respect the salvage to be allowed in 
cases of recapture, shall be, and are hereby repealed, except as to cases 
of recapture made before the passing of this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1800. 

CHAP. XV.-.11.n .!let declaring the assent of Congress lo certain acts of the Slates 
of Maryland and Georgia. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the Unitid States of America in Congress assembled, That the con
sent of Congress be, and hereby is granted to the operation of an act 
of the General Assembly of the state of Maryland, passed on the twenty
sixth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
entitled "An act empowering the wardens of the port of Baltimore to 
levy and collect the duty therein mentioned," and also to so much of 
an act of the state of Georgia, passed February the tenth, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, entitled "An act for regulating the 
trade, laying duties on all goods, wares, liquors, merchandise and 
negroes imported into this state ; and also an impost on the tonnage 
of shipping, and for other purposes therein mentioned," as authorizes 
a duty of three pence per ton on all shipping entering the port of 
Savannah, to be set apart as a fund for clearing the river Savannah. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be, and continue 
in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 17, 1800. 

March 19, 1800. CaAP. XVI.-.fo .flct to alter the times of holding the District Court in Nortl, 
Carolina. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of March 

3, 1797, ch. 27. 
Act of Feb. 13, 
1801, ch. 4. 
Act of March 3, 
1801, ch. 32. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and H1JUSe ef Representatives 
of tlie United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the ses
sions of the district court for the district of North Carolina, shall here
after be holden on the first Monday in February, May, August and No
vember annually. 

SRc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all process which shall 
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have been issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and 
other proceeding, which have been continued to the said district court 
on the first Monday in April next, shall be returned and held continued 
to the said court on the first Monday of May next. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1800. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XVIII.--..in .B.ct to extend the privilege rf franking letters and packages April 3, 1800. 
to Martha Washington. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and 
packages to and from Martha Washington, relict of the late General 
George Washington, shall be received and conveyed by post free of 
postage, for and during her life. 

APPROVED, April 3, 1800. 

CHAP. XIX.-.Bn .11.ct to establish an uniform System ef Bank1·uptcy throughout 
the United States.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 

STATUTE I. 

April 4, 1800. 

Repealect' by 
Act of Dec. 19, 
1803, ch. 6. 

(a) Decisions on the Bankrupt Law of the United States.-The holder of a promissory note, drawn 
before, but transferred after a commission of bankruptcy had issued against the drawer, is entitled to 
prove his debt under the commission, and to receive a dividend. Humphreys v. Blight's Assignees, 4 
Dall. 370. 

In the case of negotiable paper, the assignee takes it, discharged of all the equity as between the 
original parties, of which he had no notice. But wherever the assignee has notice of such equity, either 
positively or constructively, he takes the assignment at his peril. A commission of bankruptcy is legal 
notice that wherever mutual debts subsisted between the bankrupt and his creditors, the right of set-off 
attaches. When the negotiable paper was assigned after the commission of bankruptcy, the party takes 
it, subject to any set-off as between the drawer and payee. Ibid. 

Under the bankrupt law of the United States, a joint debt may be set-off against the separate claim 
of the assignee of one of the partners; but su,;h set-off could not have been made at law, independent 
of the bankrupt law. Tucker v. Oxley, 5 Crauch, 34; 2 Cond. Rep. 182. 

A joint debt may be proved under a separate commission, and a full dividend received; it is equity 
alone which can restrain the joint creditor from receiving his full dividend until the joint effects are ex
hausted. Ibid. 

Wherever the terms in which a power is granted by the constitution to Congress, or wherever the nature 
of the power itself, requires that it shall be exclusively exercised by Congress, the subject is completely 
taken away from state legislatures, as if they had been forbidden to act upon it. The power granted to 
Congress of establishing uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcy, is not of this description. Sturges 
v. Crowninshield, 4 Wheat. 122; 4 Cond. Rep. 409. 

In the distribution of a bankrupt's effects in this country, the United States are entitled to a prefer
ence, although the debt was contracted by a foreigner in a foreign country; and although the United 
States had proved their debt under the commission of bankruptcy, and had voted for an assignee. Har
rison v. Sterry et al., 5 Cr:mch, 289; 2 Cond. Rep. 260. 

A conveyance on the eve of bankruptcy, to give a preference to a particular class of creditors, is a 
fraud on the bankrupt law and void. Ibid. 

Such assignment may be valid to secure money actually advanced on the credit of it, and subsequent 
to its date. Ibid. 

Under a separate commission of bankruptcy, against one partner only, his private property, and his 
interest in the funds of the company passes. Ibid. 

The right to compensation from Spain, held under an abandonment made to underwriters, and accepted 
by them, for damages and injuries, which were to be satisfied under the treaty, by the United States; 
passed to the assignees of the bankrupt, who held such rights by the provisions of the bankrupt Jaw of 
the United States, passed April 4, 1800. Comegys et al. v. Vasse, 1 Peters, 193, 

The circuit courts of the United States have jurisdiction of matters arising under the bankrupt law of 
the United States, as they have of any other sub.1ect, where th; constit_ution and laws of the United States 
give jurisdiction; but the district courts have not the same Jurisdiction in cases of bankruptcy, as the 
chancellor of England has. Lucas et al. v. Morris et al., 1 Paine's C. C. R. 396. 

The district courts of the United States have not, like the chancellor in England, exclusive jurisdiction 
over the entire execution of the bankrupt law. They cannot remove assignees, nor compel them to 
account. 1 bid. 

Upon the death of an assignee under the bankrupt law of the United States, the right of action for a 
debt due to the bankrupt, vested in the executor of the assignee. Richards et al. Assignees, &c. "· Ma. 
ryland Ins. Co., 8 Crauch, 84; 3 Cond. Rep. 45. 

Where the original ground of action is founded on contract, but the immediate cause arises ex delicto, 
and the claim is for damages, nnliquidated by any express agreement, or such as the law will not imply 
an agreement to pay; the certificate of bankruptcy is no bar; because such claim could not have been 
proved under the commission. Dusar 11. Murgatroyd, 1 Wash. C. C. R. 13. 
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and after the first day of June next, if any n:erchant, or other person, 
residing within the Uni~ed _States, actually us~ng the tr_ade _of merchan
dise, by buying and sellmg 111 gross, or by !etail, or dea_lmg_m exchange, 
or as a banker, hroker, factor, underwriter, or marme msurer, shall, 

But if the agreement were to pay a !'.articular _sum, on failure to perform the contract; or if the _case 
was such that the plaintiff ha• his elect10n to. brmg either trespass or case for money had _and _received, 
and waives the former by 1mrrging the latter; the damages become a debt, which the law implies a pro-
mise to pay, and the certificate w, a bar. IIYid. . . . . 

In an action brought against the owner of a vessel for damages for an m1ury sustame_d on board a ship 
by the neo-lect of the master a certificate of bankruptcy cannot be pleaded m bar. Ibid. 

One guilty of perjury in p;oceedings under the bankrupt law, cannot be prosecuted for the offence, 
after the repeal of the law. United States v. Passmore, 4 Dall. 372. 

A deed executed before the 1st of June, 1800, although acknowledged after, is not within the !st 
section of the bankrupt act of April 4th, 1800, chap. 19. Wood v. Owings, 1 Cranch, 239; I Cond. 
Rep. 302. . 

A certificated hankrupt or insolvent, discharged from the particular contract, need not be made a party 
to the bill on the contract. Van Reimsdyke v. Kane's Ex'_r, 1 Gall. C. C. R. 371. . 

The power given to Congress to pass uniform laws, relative to bankruptcy, 1s exclusive of such power 
in the state governments; and this, whether the former has thought proper to exercise 1t or not. Golden 
v, Prince, 3 Wash. C. C. R. 313. . . 

A discharge from a debt under the bankrupt Jaws of the place of contract, 1s good m everr other place 
where pleaded, as an extinguishment of the debt. But a like discharge where the contract 1s not made, 
l1as no effect. Le Roy v. Crowninshield, 2 Mason's C. C. R. 151. . 

A debtor concealing himself from, and being denied to his creditors, does not_ constitute an act of 
bankrnptcy under tho laws of the United States; unless the service of process 1s thereby prevented. 
Barnes et al. v. Billington, I Wash. C. C. R. 29. 

If the debtor order himself to be denied to creditors and others aud is in consequence thereof denied 
to an officer, who comes to serve a process, it is an act of bankr~ptcy ; provided . the. officer comes to 
serve the process, and not on other business: and the denial has taken place w1tl1111 six months of the 
issuing of the commission. Ibid. 

Giving a bond, with warrant to confess judgment to one creditor, upon the eye and in contemplation 
of bankruptcy, docs not constitute a bankruptcy; unless the judgment entered on the bond, and the 
issuing of the execution was at the instance or by the procurement of the debtor. Such a bond would 
be a fraud on the general creditors. Ibid. 

Where two of three assignees of a bankrupt enter into an agreement in the absence of the third, the 
contract is not binding on the absent assignee; unless he had previously given authority to make it, or 
substantially recognize and acknowledge it. Aliter, among partuers. Blight t'. Ashley et al., I Peters' 
C. C.R. 16. 

The agreement of the assignees of a bankrupt, to give a preference to a particular creditor, is not 
valid, without the assent of the commissioners, and a certain portion of the creditors. Ibid. 

Denial to an officer, whereby he is prevented serving process, must be really adversary, and not Ly 
concert between the creditor and the debtor, to bring about an act of bankruptcy. Ibid. 

No debt but such as is due and owing at the time of the bankruptcy, can be proved under the com. 
mission; and, consequently, an endorser or acceptor of a bill of exchange, drawn by the bankrupt, who 
has not paid it before the bankruptcy, cannot prove the debt. Marks et al. Assignees v. Barker et al., 1 
Wash. C. C. R. 178. 

The acceptor or endorser of a bill of exchange, who pays the bill after the bankruptcy of the drawer, 
may offset the same against the bankrupt's assignees; but he must show the debt to be a subsisting one 
in him, at the time the action was brought, for this is a case of mutual credit, given before the bank
ruptcy, although the money was not paid until after. Ibid. 

The district courts of the United States have not power, in bankrupt cases, to remove assignees, or 
compel them to account. Lucas v. Morris, Paine's C. C. R. 396. 

The holder of the negotiable paper, payable "without defalcation," under the laws of Pennsylvania, 
assigned after a commission of bankruptcy has issued, may come in under the commission; allowing all 
just offsets existing at the time of the bankruptcy, and which would have been admitted if the assignment 
liad not been made. Humphreys v. Blight's Assignees, I Wash. C. C. R. 44. 

The purchaser of a negotiable note, who becomes so after a commission ~f bankruptcy has issued, may 
prove under the commission; and he holds the note, subject to all legal offsets. Ibid. 

The 65th section of the bankrupt law of the United States, passed the 2d of March, 1799, does not 
repeal the provisions of the laws of the United States, which give to the surety who pays bonds for 
duties, a preference over other creditors. Mott v. The Assignees of Maris, 2 Wash. C. C. R. 196. 

~he provisions of the ban~rupt law except from its general operation, not only the preference of the 
Umted States, but also the nght of preference for satisfaction of debts due to the United States. Ibid. 

P. paid a sum of 1:11oney to the United States, as surety of S., in a bond for duties. S. became insol
vent, and ass1gn_ed his effects to Baker, who received four thousand dollars under the assignment, mixed 
the_ same with his own funds, and afterwards became bankrupt, and the defendants were appointed his 
ass!gnees; but no effects, known to be part of the estate of S., came into their hands. The plaintiff 
cla!med to have?- preference and priority_over the general creditors of Baker. By the Court-Although the 
Un!ted States might, under the 65th sectJo~ of the l~w to regulate the collection of duties, be entitled to 
c!a:m of the defendants to the amount which came mto the hands of B., as the assignees of S., the pro
v1s1ons of the law do not extend to the surety who has paid the bond, the same rights and privileges, 
Pollock v. Pratt & Harvey, 2 Wash. C. C. R. 490. • 

A.H. devis~d. an estate to C. S., for life; and after the death of C. S., he directed that the estate should 
be sold,_ and dJVJded among th~ grandchildren of the testator, who should be living at the death of C. S. 
B. married one of the grandclnldren, and, befor';' the death of C. S., B. became bankrupt. B. and wife, 
after the deceas~ of C. fl., sold the property claimed under the will of A. H,, and the plaintiff claimed 
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with intent unlawfully to delay or <lefraud his or her creditors, depart 
from the state in which such person usually resides, or remain absent 
therefrom, or conceal him or herself therein, or keep his or her house, 
so that he or she cannot be taken, or served with process, or willingly 
or fraudulently procure him or herself to be arrested, or his or her lands, 
goods, money or chattels to be attached, sequestered, or taken in execu
tion, or shall secretly convey his or her goods out of his or her house, 
or conceal them to prevent their being taken in execution, or make, or 
cause to be made, any fraudulent conveyance of his or her lands, or 
chattels, or make or admit any false or fraudulent security, or evidence 
of debt, or being arrested for debt, or having .surrendered him or herself 
in discharge of bail, shall remain in prison two months, or more, or 
escar,e therefrom, or whose lands or effects being attached by process 
issuing out of, or returnable to, any court of common law, shall not, 
within two months after written notice thereof, enter special bail and 
dissolve the same, or in districts in which attachments are not dissolved 
by the entry of special bail, being arrested for debt after his or her lands 
and effects, or any part thereof, have been attached for a debt or debts 
amounting to one thousand dollars or upwards, shall not, upon notice of 
such attachment, give sufficient security for the payment of what may 
be recovered in the suit in which he or she shall be arrested, at or 
before the return day of the same, to be approved by the judge of the 
district, or some judge of the court out of which the process issued 
upon which he is arrested, or to which the same shall be returnable, 
every such person shall be deemed and adjudged a bankrupt: Provided, 
that no person shall be liable to a commission of bankruptcy, if the peti
tion be not preferred, in manner herein after directed, within six months 
after the act of bankruptcy committed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the judge of the district 
court of the United States, for the district where the debtor resides, or 
usually resided at the time of committing the act of bankruptcy, upon 
petition, in writing, against such person or persons being bankrupt, to 
him to be exhibited by any one creditor, or by a greater number, being 
partners, whose single debt shall amount to one thousand dollars, or by 
two creditors, whose debts shall amount to one thousand five hundred 
dollars, or by more than two creditors, whose debts shall amount to two 
thousand dollars, shall have power, by commission under his hand and 
seal, to appoint such good and substantial persons, being citizens of the 
United States, and resident· in such district, as such judge shall deem 
proper, not exceeding three, to be commissioners of the said bankrupt, 
and in case of vacancy or refusal to act, to appoint others from time to 
time, as occasion may require :(a) Provided always, that before any 
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under this conveyance. By the Court-The decisions of the English courts, abundantly prove that a 
possibility, whether belonging to the husband or the wife, woul<l not pass to the assignees of the husband, 
on his becoming bankrupt, if it were not for the strong language of the statutes of bankruptcy. Krum
baar v. Burt, 2 Wash. C. C. R. 406. 

The possibility Jicld by B., under the will of A. H., formed no part of his estate to which he was enti• 
tled in Jaw or equity, of which the commissioners could take possession under the 5th section of the 
bankrupt law of the United States; and, therefore, they could not transfer it to the assignees of the bank
rupt, under the provisions of the 6th section. Ibid. 

The provisions of the English bankrupt laws, and those of the bankrupt law of the United States, differ 
in relation to the contingent interests of the bankrupt; and it is clear, that by the most liberal construe. 
tion of tbe law, the interest of the husband in the estate of his wife, under the will of A. H,, did not 
pass to the assignees. Ibid.· 

The provisions of the 13th section of the bankrupt law of the United States, do not affect this question; 
they do not require an assignment of contingent interests, but relate to their disclosure by the bankrupt. 
Ibid. 

So exclusively have bankrupt laws operated on traders, that it may well be doubted, whether an act of 
Congress, subjecting to such a Jaw every description of persons within the United States, would comport 
with the spirit of the powers vested in them in relation thereto. Per Livingston, J. in Adams v. Storey, 
Paine's C. C. R. 79. 

(a) By the 14th section of the act of April 29, 1802, entitled, "An act to amend the judicial system of 
the United States," the commissions in bankruptcy issued by the district judge were to be directed to 
general commissioners appointed hy the President of the United States in each district. 
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commission shall issue the creditor or creditors petitioning shall make 
affidavit or solemn affi;mation before the said judge, of the truth of his, 
her or their debts and give bond, to be taken by the said judge, in the 
na~e and for th~ benefit of the said party so charged as a bankrupt, 
and i~ such penalty, and with such surety as _he shall require, to be con
ditioned for the proving of his, her, o! their debts, as ~ell_ before the 
commissioners as upon a trial at law, Ill case the due 1_ssumg forth of 
the said commission shall be contested, and also for provmg the party a 
bankrupt, and to proceed on such commission, in the manner herein 
prescribed. And if such debt shall not be really due, or after such com
mission taken out it cannot be proved that the party was a bankrupt, 
then the said judge shall,. upon the petition of t~e party aggrieved, in 
case there be occasion, deliver such bond to the said party, who may sue 
thereon, and recover such damages, under the penal_ty of the same, as, 
upon trial at law, he shall make appear he has sustamed, by reason of 
any breach of the condition thereof. 

S&c. 3. And be it further enacted, Tha~ before the commissioners 
shall be capable of acting, they shall respectively take and subscnbe the 
following oath or affirmation, which shall be administered by the judge 
issuing the commission, or by_ any of_ th~ Judges of the supreme court 
of the United States, or any Judge, Justice, or chancellor of any state 
court, and filed in the office of the clerk of the district court: "I, A. B., 
do swear, or affirm, that I will faithfully, impartially, and honestly, ac
cording to the best of my skill and knowledge, execute the several 
powers and trusts reposed in me, as a commissioner in a commission of 
bankruptcy against and that without favour or affection, 
prejudice or malice." And the commissioners, who shall be sworn as 
aforesaid, shall proceed, as soon as may be, to execute the same; and 
upon due examination, and sufficient cause appearing against the party 
charged, shall and may declare him or her to be a bankrupt : Provided, 
that before such examination be had, reasonable notice thereof, in wri
ting, shall be delivered to the person charged as a bankrupt; or if he, 
or she, be not found at his or her usual place of abode, to some person 
of the family above the age of twelve years, or if no such person appear, 
shall be fixed at the front or other public door of the house, in which he 
or she usually resides, and thereupon it shall be in the power of such 
person, so charged as aforesaid, to demand before, or at the time ap
pointed for such examination, that a jury be empanncled to inquire into 
the fact or facts, alleged, as the causes for-issuing the commission, and 
on such demand being made, the inquiry shall be had before the judge 
granting the commission, at such time as he may direct, and in that 
case, such person shall not be declared bankrupt, unless, by the verdict 
of the jury, he or she shall be found to be within the description of this 
act, and shall be convicted of some one of the acts described in the 
first section of this act: Provided also, that any commission which shall 
be taken out as aforesaid, and which shall not be proceeded in as 
aforesaid, within thirty days thereafter, may be superseded by the said 
judge, who shall have granted the same, upon the application of the 
party thereby charged as a bankrupt, or of any creditor of such per
son, unless the delay shall have been unavoidable, or upon a just oc
casion. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners so to be 
appointed, shall have power forthwith, after they have declared such 
person a bankrupt, to cause to be apprehended, by warrant under their 
hands and seals, the body of such bankrupt, wheresoever to be found, 
within the United States: Provided, they shall think, that there is rea
son to apprehend that the said bankrupt intends to abscond or conceal 
him or herself, and in case it be necessary, in order to take the body of 
the said bankrupt., shall have power to cause the doors of the dwelling-
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house of such bankrupt to be broken, or the doors of any other house 
in which he or she shall be found. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
commissioners so to be appointed, forthwith, after they have declared 
such person a bankrupt, and they shall have power to take into their 
~ossession! all the e~tate, real and personal,_ of every nature and descrip
!10n to which the said bankrupt may be entitled, either in law or equity, 
many manner whatsoever, and cause the same to be inventoried and 
appraised to the best value, (his or her necessary wearing apparel, and 
the necessary ~vearing apparel of the wife and children, and necessary 
beds and beddmg of such bankrupt only excepted) and also to take into 
their possession, and secure, all deeds and books of account, papers and. 
writings belonging to such bankrupt; and shall cause the same to be 
safely kept, until assignees shall be chosen or appointed, in manner 
hereafter provided. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
forthwith, after they have declared such person a bankrupt, cause due 
and sufficient public notice thereof to be given, and in such notice shall 
appoint some convenient time and place for the creditors to meet, in 
order to choose an assignee or assignees of the said bankrupt's estate 
and effects ;-at which meeting the said commissioners shall admit the 
creditors of such bankrupt to prove their debts ;-and where any credit
or shall reside at a distance from the place of such meeting, shall allow 
the debt of such creditor to be proved by oath or affirmation, made 
before some competent authority, and duly certified, and shall permit 
any person duly authorized by letter of attorney from such creditor, due 
proof of the execution of such letter of attorney being first made, to vote 
in the choice of an assignee or assignees of such bankrupt's estate and 
effects, in the place and stead of such creditor : and the said commis
sioners shall assign, transfer or deliver over, all and singular the said 
bankrupt's estate and effects, aforesaid, with all muniments and evi
dences thereof, to such person or persons as the major part, in value, of 
such creditors, according to the several debts then proved, shall choose 
as aforesaid : Prrmidf',d always, that in such choice, no vote shall be 
given by, or in behalf of any creditor whose debt shall not amount to 
two hundred dollars. 

SEc. 7. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the said commissioners, as often as they shall see cause, for 
the better preserving and securing the bankrupt's estate, before assignees 
shall be chosen as aforesaid, immediately to appoint one or more assignee 
or assignees of the estate and effects aforesaid, or any part thereof; 
which assignee or assignees aforesaid, or any of them, may be removed 
at the meeting of the creditors, so to be appointed as aforesaid, for the 
choice of assignees, if such creditors, entitled to vote as aforesaid, or 
the major part, in value, of them, shall think fit; and such assignee or 
assignees as shall be so removed, shall deliver up all the estate and 
effects of such bankrupt, which shall have come to his or their hands or 
possession, unto such other assignee or assignees as shall be chosen by 
the creditors as aforesaid; and all such estate and effects shall be, to all 
intents and purposes, as effectually and legally vested in such new as
signee or assignees, as if the first assignment had been made to him or 
them by the said commissioners; and if such first assignee or assignees 
shall 'refuse or neglect, for the space of ten days next after notice, in 
writing, from such new assignee or assignees of their appointment, ( a) 
as aforesaid, to deliver over as aforesaid, all the estate and effects as 
aforesaid, every such assignee or assignees shall, respectively, for~eit a 
sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, for the use of the creditors, 
and shall moreover be liable for the property so detained. 

SEc. 8. And be .it furtlier enacted, That at any time, previous to the 

(a) Apportionment in the original. 
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closin11 of the accounts of the said assignee or assignees so chosen as 
afores:id it shall be lawful for such creditors of the bankrupt, as are 
hereby a~thorized to vote in the c~oice ?f asai~nees, ?r the major part 
of them in value at a regular meetmg ot the said creditors, to be called 
for that' purpose,' by the said commissioners, or ~y one fourth, in value, 
of such creditors to remove all or any of the assignees chosen as afore
said and to cho~se one or more in his or their place and stead : and 
such assignee or assignees as shall be so r~moved, shall delive: up ~I! 
the estate and effects of such bankrupt, which shall have come mto his 
or their hands or possession, unto such new assignee or assignees as 
shall be chosen by the creditors, at such meeting; and all such estate 
and effects shall be, to all intents and purposes, as effectually and legally 
vested in such new assignee or assignees, as if the first assignment had 
been made to him or them, by the said commissioners: and if such 
former assignee or assignees shall refuse or neglect, for the space of ten 
days next after notice, in writing, from such new assignee or assignees, 
of their appointment, as aforesaid, to deliver over, as aforesaid, all the 
estate and effects aforesaid, every such former assignee or assignees, 
shall, respectively, forfeit a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, for 
the use of the creditors, and shall moreover be liable for the property so 
detained. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That whenever a new assignee 
or assignees shall be chosen as aforesaid, no suit at law or in equity shall 
be thereby abated ; but it shall and may be lawful for the court in which 
any suit may depend, upon the suggestion of a removal of a former 
assignee or assignees, and of the appointment of a new assignee or as
signees, to allow the name of such new assignee or assignees, to be substi
tuted in place of the name or names of the former assignee or assignees, 
and thereupon the suit shall be prosecuted in the name or names of the 
new assignee or assignees, in the same manner as if he or they had 
originally commenced the suit in his or their own names. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the assignment or assign
ments of the commissioners of the bankrupt's estate and effects as afore
said, made as aforesaid, shall be good at law or in equity, against the 
bankrupt; and all persons claiming by, from, or under such bankrupt, 
by any act done at the time, or after he shall have committed the act of 
bankruptcy, upon which the commission issued: Provided always, that 
in case of a bona fide purchase made before the issuing of the commis
sion from or under such bankrupt, for a valuable consideration, by any 
person having no knowledge, information, or notice of any act of bank
ruptcy committed, such purchase shall not be invalidated or impeached. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
have power, by deed or deeds, under their hands and seals, to assign 
and convey to the assignee or assignees, to be appointed or chosen as 
aforesaid, any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, which such bankrupt 
shall be seised of, or entitled to, in fee tail, at law, or in equity, in 
possession, remainder, or reversion, for the benefit of the creditors; and 
all such deeds, being duly executed and recorded according to the laws 
of the state within which such lands, tenements, or hereditaments may 
be situate, shall be good and effectual against all persons whom the said 
bankrupt, by common recovery, or other means, might or could bar of 
any estate1 right, title, or possibility of or in the said lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any bankrupt i,hall have 
conv~red or assured any lands1 goods or estate, unto any person, upon 
cond1tion or power of redemption, by payment of money or otherwise, it 
shall be lawful for the commissioners, or for any person by them duly 
authorized for that purpose, by writing, under their hands and seals, to 
make tender of money or other performance according to the nature of 
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su.ch. condition, as fully as the bankrupt might have done; and the com
m1ss10ners, after such performance or tender, shall have power to assign 
such lands, goods and estate, for the benefit of the creditors, as fully 
and effectually as a~y other part of the estate of such bankrupt. 

SEc. 13. And be zt furtlter enacted, That the commissioners aforesaid 
shall have power to assign, for the use aforesaid, all the debts due to 
such bankrupt, or to any other person for his or her use or benefit· 
~hich assign.ment shall vest the property and right thereof in the a; 
s1gnee or ass1gn_ees of sue~ ?ankrupt, as fully as if the bond, judgment, 
contract, or claim, had ongmally belonged or been made to the said 
assignees; and_ after the said assignment, neither the said bankrupt, nor 
any person actmg as trustee for him or her, shall have power to recover 
or discharge the same, nor shall the same be attached as the debt of the 
said bankrupt; but the assignee or assignees aforesaid shall have such 
remedy to recover the same, in his or their own name or names, as such 
bankrupt might or could have had, if no commission of bankruptcy had 
issued. And when any action in the name of such bankrupt shall have 
been commenced, and shall be pending for the recovery of any debt or 
effects of such bankrupt, which shall be assigned, or shall, or might be-
come vested in the assignee or assignees of such bankrupt as aforesaid, 
then such assignee or assignees may claim to be, and shall be thereupon 
admitted to prosecute such action in his or their name, for the use and 
benefit of the creditors of such bankrupt; and the same judgment shall 
be rendered in such action, and all attachments or other security taken 
therein, shall be in like manner holden and liable, as if the said action 
had been originally commenced in the name of such assignee or as-
signees, after the original plaintiff therein had become a bankrupt as 
aforesaid: Provided, that where a debtor shall have, bona fide, paid his 
debt to any bankrupt, without notice that such person was bankrupt, he 
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or she shall not be liable to pay the same to the assignee or assignees. 
SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if complaint shall be made Mode of dis-

or information given to the commissioners, or if they shall have good covering con-
b d I I ccaled property reason to elieve or suspect, that any of the property, goo s, c iatte s, or or debts. 

debts, of the bankrupt, are in the possession of any other person, or that 
any person is indebted to, or for the use of the bankrupt, then the said 
commissioners shall have power to summon, or to cause to be sum-
moned, by their attorney or other person duly authorized by them, all 
such persons before them, or the judge of the district where such person 
shall reside, by such process, or other means, as they shall think con-
venient, and upon their appearance, toexamine them byparoleor by inter-
rogatories, in writing, on oath, or affirmation, which oath or affirmation 
they are hereby empowered to administer, respecting the knowledge of 
all such property, goods, chattels, and debts; and if such person shall 
r2fuse to be sworn or affirmed, and to make answer to such questions or 
interrogatories as shall be administered, and to subscribe the said an-
swers, or upon examination shall not declare the whole truth, touching 
the subject matter of such examination, then it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners, or judge, to commit such person to prison, there to be 
detained until they shall submit themselves to be examined in manner 
aforesaid, and they shall, moreover, forfeit double the value of all the 
property, goods, chattels, and debts, by them concealed. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That if any of the aforesaid Mode of com-
b ,, h pelling the at. persons shall, after legal summons to appear e,ore t e comm1ss1oners tendance ofwit-

or judge, to be examined, refuse to attend, or shall not attend at the nesses. 
time appointed, having no such impediment as shall ?e allow~d .of by 
the commissioners or judge, it shall be lawful for the said comm1ss1oners 
or judge to direct their warrants to such person or persons as by them 
shall be thought proper, to apprehend s?c~ person~ as shall refuse t? ap-
pear, and to bring them before the comm1ss10ners or Judge, to be exammed, 

Vor,. IJ.-4 C 
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and upon their refusal to com~, to commit_ them to p1:isoni until they shall 
submit themselves to be exammed, accordmg to the direct10ns of this act : 
Provided that such witnesses as shall be so sent for, shall be allowed such 
compens~tion as the commissioners or judge shall think fit, to be rat~ably 
borne by the creditors; and if an)'. person, other than the bankrupt, either 
by subornation of others, or by his o: he_r own act, shall wilfully or cor
ruptly commit perjury on such exammat10~, to be taken before the com
missioners as aforesaid the party so offendmg, and all persons who shall 
procure any person to ~ommit such perjury, shall, on_ con~iction thereof, 
be fined not exceedincr four thousand dollars, and 1mpnsoncd, not ex
ceeding 'two years, and° moreover shall, in either case, be rendered inca
pable of being a witness in any court of record: 

SEc. 16. And be it furt!ter enacted, That 1f any person or persons 
shall fraudulently, or collusively claim any debts, or claim or detain any 
real or personal estate of the bankrupt, every such person shall forfeit 
double the value thereof, to and for the use of the creditors. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any p~rson, prior _to his 
or her becoming a bankrupt, shall convey to any of lns or her children, 
or other persons, any lands or goods, o: tr:msfer his or [herl. debts or 
demands into other persons' names, with mtent to defraud fos or her 
creditors, the commissioners shall have power to assign the same, in as 
effectual a manner as if the bankrupt had been actually seised or pos
sessed thereof. 

SEc. 18. And be it furt!tcr enacted, That if any person or persons 
who shall become bankrupt within the intent and meaning of this act, 
and against whom a commission of bankruptcy shall be duly issued, 
upon which commission such person or persons shall be declared bank
rupt, shall not, within forty-two days after notice thereof, in writing, to 
be l<'ft at the usual place of abode of such person or persons, or personal 
notice in case such person or persons be then in prison, and notice given 
in some gazette, that such commission hath been issued, and of the time 
and place of meeting of the commissioners, surrender him or herself to 
the said commissioners, and sign or subscribe such surrender, and sub
mit to be examined, from time to time, upon oath or rnlemn afllrmation, 
by and before such commissioners, and in all things conform to the pro
visions of this act, and also upon such his or her examination, fully and 
truly disclose and discover all his or her effects and estate, real and per
sonal, and how and in what manner, to whom and upon what consider
ation, and at what time or times he or she hath disposed of, assigned or 
transferred, any of his or her goods, wares, or merchandise, monies, or 
other effects and estate, and of all books, papers and writings relating 
thereunto, of which he or she was possessed, or in or to which he or she 
was any ways interested or entitled, or which any person or persons shall 
then have, or shall have had in trust for him or her, or for his or her use, 
at any time before or after the issuing of the said commission, or whereby 
such bankrupt, or his or her family then hath, or may have or expect any 
profit, possibility of profit, benefit or advantage whatsoever, except only 
such part of his or her estate and effects as shall have been really and 
bona fide before sold and disposed of, in the way of his or her trade and 
dealings, and except such sums of money as shall have been laid out in 
the ordinary expenses of his or her family, and also upon such examina
tion, execute in due form of law, such conveyance, a,:surance, and assign
ment of his or her estate, whatsoever and wherescever, as shall be 
devised and di~ected bv the commissioners, to vest the same in the 
assignees, their heirs, e{ecutors, administrators, and assigns for ever, in 
trust, for th_e use of all and every the creditors of such bankrupt, who 
shall come 111 and prove their debts under the commission ; and deliver 
up unto the commissioners, all such part of his or her the said bankrupt's 
goods, warE's, mnchandises, money, E'ffPcts flnd <'Rtate, nnd all books, 
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papers, and writing~ relating thereunto, as at the time of such exami11ation 
shall be in his or her possession, custody or power, his or her necessary 
wearing apparel, and the necessary wearing apparel of the wife and chil
dren, and necessary beds and bedding, of such bankrupt only excepted, 
then he or she the said bankrupt, upon the conviction of any wilful default, 
or omission in any of the matters or things aforesaid, shall be adjudged a 
fraudulent bankrupt, and shall suffer imprisonment for a term not less than 
twelve months, nor exceeding ten years, and shall not, at any time after, 
be entitled to the benefits of this act: Provided always, that in case any 
bankrupt shall be in prison or custody at the time of issuing such commis
sion, and is willing to surrender and submit to be examined, according to 
the directions of this act, and can be brought before the said commission
ers and creditors for that purpose, the expense thereof shall be paid out 
of the said bankrupt's effects, and in case such bankrupt is in execution, or 
cannot be brought before the commissioners, that then the said commis
sioners, or some one of them shall, from time to time, attend the said 
bankrupt in prison or custody, and take his or her discovery as in other 
cases, and the assignees, or one of them, or some person appointed by 
them, shall attend such bankrupt in prison or custody, and produce his 
or her books, papers and writings, in order to enable him or her to 
prepare his or her discovery; a copy whereof the said assignees shall 
apply for, and the said bankrupt shall deliver to them or their order, 
within a reasonable time after the same shall have been required. 

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
appoint, within the said forty-two days, so limited as aforesaid, for the 
bankrupt to surrender and conform as aforesaid, not less than three seve
ral meetings for the purposes aforesaid, the third of which meetings shall 
be qn the last of the said forty-two days: Provided always, that the judge 
of the district within which such commission issues, shall have power to 
enlarge the time so limited as aforesaid, for the purposes aforesaid, as he 
shall think fit, not exceeding filly days, to be computed from the end of 
the said forty-two days, so as such order for enlarging the time be made 
at least six days before the expiration of said term. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners, or any other person or officers, by them to be appointed, 
by their warrant, under their hands and seals, to break open in the day 
time the houses, chambers, shops, warehouses, doors, trunks, or chests, 
of the bankrupt, where any of his or her goods or estate, deeds, books 
of account or writings, shall be, and to take possession of the goods, 
money, and other estate, deeds, books of account or writings of such 
bankrupt. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That if the bankrupt shall refuse 
to be examined, or to answer fully, or to subscribe his or her examina
tion as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the commissioners to commit the 
offender to close imprisonment, until he or she shall conform hirn or 
herself; and if the said bankrupt shall submit to be examined, and upon 
his or her examination, it shall appear that he or she hath committed 
wilful or corrupt perjury, he or she rnay be indicted therefor, and being 
thereof convicted, shall suffer imprisonment for a term not less than two 
years, nor exceeding ten years. 

SEc. 22. And be it farther enacted, That every bankrupt, having 
surrendered, shall, at all seasonable times before the expiration of the 
said forty-two days, as aforesai~, or of such f~rther ti~e as shal_l be 
allowed to finish his or her exammation, be at liberty to mspect his or 
her books and writings, in the presence of some person to be appointed 
by the commissioners, and to bring with ~im ~r her, for his _or her as
sistance, such persons as he or she shall t~mk fit, not exc~edmg two at 
one time, and to make extracts and copies to enable him or her to 
make a full discovery of his or her effects; and the said bankrupt shall 
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be free from arrests, in coming to surrender? and after having surren
dered to the said commissioners, for the said forty-two days, or such 
farther time as shall be allowed for the finishing his or her examination; 
and in case such bankrupt shall be arrested for debt, or taken on any 
escape warrant or execution, co_ming to surrender, o: after his surren
der within the time before mentioned, then on producmg such summons 
or notice under the hand of the commissioners, and giving the officer a 
copy thereof, he or she shall be discharged; and in case any officer shall 
afterwards detain such bankrupt, such officer shall forfeit to such bank
rupt for his or her own use, ten dollars for every day he shall detain the 
bankrupt. 

SEC. 23. And be it furtlier enacted, That every person who shall 
knowingly or wilfully receive or keep concealed . any bankrupt, so ~s 
aforesaid summoned to appear, or who shall assist such bankrupt 111 

concealing him or herself, or in absconding, shall suffer such imprison
ment, not exceeding twelve months, or pay such fine !o _the United 
States, not exceeding one thousand dollars, as upon conv1ct10n thereof 
shall be adjudged. 

SEC. 24. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
have power to examine, upon oath or affirmation, the wife of any person 
lawfully declared a bankrupt, for the discovery of such part of his estate 
as may be concealed or disposed of by such wife, or by any other per
son ; and the said wife shall incur such penalties for not appearing 
before the said commissioners, or refnsing to be sworn or affirmed, or 
examined, and to subscribe her examination, or for not disclosing the 
truth, as by this act is prnvide<l against any other person in like cases. 

SEC. 25. And be it furtlter enacted, That in case any person shall 
be committed by the commissioners for refusing to answer, or for not 
fully answering any question, or for any other cause, the commis
sioners shall, in their warrant, specify such question or other cause of 
commitment. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlur enacted, That if after the bankrupt shall 
hal'e finished his or her final examination, any other person or persons 
shall voluntarily make discovery of any part of such bankrupt's estate, 
before unknown to the commissioners, such person or persons shall be 
entitled to fire per cent. out of the effects so discovered, and such fur
ther reward as the commissioners shall think proper; and any trustee 
having notice of the bankruptcy, wilfnlly concealing the estate of any 
bankrupt, for the sp~ce of ten <lays after the bankrupt shall have fin
ished his final examination, as aforesaid, shall forfeit double the value of 
the estate so concealed, for the benefit of the creditors. 

SEc. 27. And be it fi1rtltcr enacted, That if any person shall become 
bankrupt, and at such time, by consent of the owner, have in his or her 
possession and disposition, any goods whereof he or she shall be reputed 
owner, and take upon him or herself, the sale, alteration, or disposition 
thereof, as owner, the commissioners shall have power to assign the 
same, for the benefit of the creditors, as fully as any other part of the 
estate of the bankrupt. 

SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That if any bankrupt, after the 
issuing any commission against him or her, pay to the person who sued 
out the same, or give or deliver to such person, goods or any other satis
faction or security for his or her debt, whereby such person shall pri
vately have and receive a greater proportion of his or her debt than the 
other creditors, such preference shall be a new act of bankruptcy, and 
on g?od proof thereof, such commission shall and may be superseded, 
and It shall and may be lawful for ~ither of the judges, having authority 
to grant the c?m_m1ss1on as aforesaid, to award any creditor petitioning 
another comm1ss10n, and such person, so taking such undue satisfaction 
as aforesaid, shall forfeit and lose, as well his or her whole debts, as the 
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wh?le he or she shall have taken and received, and shall pay back, or 
deliver up the sam~, or the full value thereof, to the assignee or assignees 
who shall be appointed or chosen under such commission, in manner 
aforesaid, in trust for, and to be divided among the other creditors of 
the said bankrupt, in proportion to their respective debts. 

SEc. 29. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall be 
chosen assignee of the estate a~d effects of a bankrupt, shall, at some 
time after the expiration of four months, and within twelve months from 
the. time of iss_uing the com_mission, cause at least thirty days public 
notice to be given, of the tune and place the commissioners and as
signees intend to meet, to make a dividend or distribution of the bank
rupt's estate and effects; at which time the creditors who have not before 
proved their debts, shall be at liberty to prove the same; and upon every 
such meeting, the assignee or assignees shall produce to the commis
sioners and creditors then present, fair and just accounts of all his or 
their receipts and payments, touching the bankrupt's estate and effects, 
and of what shall remain outstanding, and the particulars thereof, and 
shall, if the creditors then present, or a major part of them, require the 
same, be examined upon oath or solemn affirmation, before the same 
commissioners, touching the truth of such accounts; and in such 
accounts, the said assignee or assignees shall be allowed and retain all 
such sum and sums of money, as they shall have paid or expended in 
suing out and prosecuting the commission, and all other just allowances 
on account of, or by reason or means of their being assignee or as
signees; and the said commissioners shall order such part of the nett 
produce of the said bankrupt's estate, as by such accounts or otherwise 
shall appear to be in the hands of the said assignees, as they shall think 
fit, to be forthwith divided among such of the bankrupt's creditors as 
have duly proved their debts under such commission, in proportion to 
their several and respective debts; and the commissioners shall make 
such their order for a dividend in writing, under their hands, and shall 
cause one part of such order to be filed amongst the proceedings under 
the said commission, and shall deliver unto each of the assignees under 
such commission, a duplicate of such their order, which order of distri
bution shall contain an account of the time and place of making such 
order, and the sum total or quantum of all the debts provt>d under the 
commission, and the sum total of the money remaining in the hands of 
the assignee or assignees to be divided, and how many per cent. in par
ticular is there ordered to he paid to every creditor of his debt; and the 
said assignee or assignees in pursuance of such order, and without any 
deed or deeds of distribution, to be made for the purpose, shall forthwith 
make such dividend and distribution accordingly, and shall take receipts 
in a book to be kept for the purpose, from each creditor, for the part or 
share of such dividend or distribution, which he or they shall make, and 
pay to each creditor respectively; and such order and receipt shall be a 
full and effectual discharge to such assignee for so much as he shall 
fairly pay, pursuant to such order as aforesaid. 

SEc. 30. And be it .further enacted, That within eighteen months 
next after the issuing of the commission, the assignee or assignees shall 
make a second dividend of the bankrupt's estate and effects, in case the 
same were not wholly divided upon the first dividend, and shall cause 
due public notice to be given of the time and place the said commis
sioners intend to meet, to make a second distribution of the bankrupt's 
estate and effects, and for the creditors who shall not before have proved 
their debts, to come in and prove the same; and at such meeting, the 
said assignees shall produce, on oath or solemn affirmation as aforesaid, 
their accounts of the bankrupt's estate and effects, and what, upon the 
balance thereof, shall appear to be in their hands, shall by like order of 
the commissioners, be forthw_ith divided amongst such of the bankrupt's 
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creditors as shall have made due proof of their debts, in proportion to 
their several and respective debts; which second dividend shall be final, 
unless any suit at law, or equity, be dependmg, or any par~ of the est~te 
standing out, that could not have bt;en disposed of, or tt_1at the maJor 
part of the creditors shall not have agreed to be sold or disposed of, or 
unless some other or future estate or effects of the bankrupt shall after
wards come to, or rest in the said assignees, in which cases the said 
assignees shall, as soon as may be, _co:ivert such future or other estate 
and effects into money, and shall, w1thm two mont~s _after the_s~me be 
converted into money, by like order of the comm1ss10ners, divide the 
same among such bankrupt's creditors as shall have made due proof of 
their debt under such commission. 

SEc. 31. And be it furtlter enacted, That in the distribution of the 
bankrupt's effects, there shall be paid t? every of_ the creditors a portion
rate, according to the amount of their respective debts, so that every 
creditor having security for his debt by judgment, statute, recognizance, 
or specialty, or having an attachment under any of the laws of the 
individual states, or of the United States, on the estate of such bank
rupt, (Provided, there be no execution executed upon any of the real 
or personal estate of such bankrupt, before the time he or she became 
bankrupts) shall not be relieved upon any such judgment, statute, recogni
zance, specialty, or attachment, for more than a rateable part of his 
debt, with the other creditors of the bankrupt. 

SEc. 32. And be it further enacted, That the assignees shall keep 
one or more distinct book or books of account, wherein he or they shall 
duly enter all sums of money or effects, which he or they shall have re
ceived, or got into his or their possession, of the said bankrupt's estate, 
to which books of account, every creditor who shall have proved his or 
her debt, shall, at all reasonable times, have free resort, and inspect the 
same as often as he or she shall think fit. 

SEc. 33. And be it further enacted, That every bankrupt, not being 
in prison or custody, shall, at all times after his surrender, be bound to 
attend the assignees, upon every reasonable notice, in writing, for that 
purpose, given or left at the usual place of his or her abode, in order to 
assist in making out the accounts of the said bankrupt's estate and effects, 
and to attend any court of record, to be examined touching the same, 
or such other business, as the said assignees shall judge necessary, for 
which he shall receive three dollars per day. 

SEc. 34. And be it furt!ter enacted, That all and every person and 
persons who shall become bankrupt as aforesaid, and who shall, within 
the time limited by this act, surrender him or herself to the commis
sioners, and in all things conform as in and by this act is directed, shall 
be allowed five per cent. upon the nett produce of all the estate that 
shall be recovered in and received, which shall be paid unto him or her 
by the assignee or assignees, in case the nett produce of such estate, 
after such allowance made, shall be sufficient to pay the creditors of 
said bankrupt, who shall have proved their debts under such commission, 
the amount of fifty per cent. on their said debts, respectively, and so as 
the said five per cent. shall not exceed, in the whole, the sum of five 
hundred dollars; and in case the nett produce of the said estate shall, 
over and above the allowance hereafter mentioned, be sufficient to pay 
the said creditors seventy-five per cent. on the amount of their said debts, 
respectively, that then the said bankrupt shaJI be allowed ten per cent. 
on the amount of such nett produce, to be paid as aforesaid, so as such 
ten per cent. shall not, in the whole, exceed the sum of eight hundred 
dollars; and every such bankrupt shall be discharged from all debts by 
him or her due or owing, at the time he or she became bankrupt, and 
all w?ich were or might have been proved under the said commission; 
1md m case any such bankrupt shall afterwards be arrested, prosecuted 
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or impleaded, for or on account of any of the said debts, such bankrupt 
may appear without bail, and may plead the general issue, and give this 
act, and the special matter in evidence. And the certificate of such 
bankrupt's conforming, and the allowance thereof, according to the direc
tions of this act, shall be, and shall be allowed to be, sufficient evidence, 
prima facie, of the party's being a bankrupt within the meaning of this 
act, and of the commission and other proceedings precedent to the 
obtaining Ruch certificate, and a verdict shall thereupon pass for the 
defendant, unless the plaintiff in such action can prove the said certifi
cate was obtained unfairly, and by fraud, or unless he can make appear 
any concealment of estate or effects, by such bankrupt to the value of 
one hundred dollars. Provided, That no such discharge of a bankrupt, 
shall release or discharge any person who was a partner with such bank
rupt, at the time he or she became bankrupt, or who was then jointly 
held or bound with such bankrupt for the same debt or debts from which 
such bankrupt was discharged as aforesaid. 

SEc. 35. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if the nett 
proceeds of the bankrupt's estate, so to be discovered, recovered and 
received, shall not amount to so much as will pay all and every of the 
creditors of the said bankrupt, who shall have proved their debts under 
the said commission, the amount of fifty per cent. on their debts respec
tively, after all charges first deducted, that then, and in such case, the 
bankrupt shall not be allowed five per centum on such estate as shall 
be recovered in, but shall have and be paid by the assignees so much 
money as the commissioners shall think fit to allow, not more than three 
hundred dollars, nor exceeding three per centum on the nett proceeds 
of the said bankrupt's estate. 

SEc. 36. Provided also, and be it furtlter enacted, That no person 
becoming a bankrupt according to the intent and provisions of this act, 
shall be entitled to a certificate of discharge, or to any of the benefits of 
the act, unless the commissioners shall certify under their hands, to the 
judge of the district within which such commission issues, that such 
bankrupt hath made a full discovery of his or her estate and effects, and 
in all things conformed him or herself to the directions of this act, and 
that there doth not appear to them any reason to doubt of the truth of 
such discovery, or that the same was not a full discovery of the said 
bankrupt's estate and effects; or unless the said judge should be of 
opinion that the said certificate was unreasonably denied by the com
missioners; and unless two thirds, in number and in value, of the cre
ditors of the bankrupt, who shall be creditors for not less than fifty dol
lars respectively, and who shall have duly proved their debts under the 
said commission, shall sign such certificate to the judge, and testify 
their consent to the allowance of a certificate of discharge, in pursu
ance of this act ; which signing and consent shall be also certified by 
the commissioners; but the said commissioners shall not certify the 
same till they have proof by affidavit or affirmation, in writing, of sud, 
creditors, or of the persons respectively authorized for that purpose, 
si<rning the said certificate ; which affidavit or affirmation, together with 
th~ Jetter or power of attorney to sign, shall be laid before the judge of 
the district within which such commission issues, in order for the allow
ing the certificate of discharge, and the said certificate shall not be 
allowed unless the bankrupt make oath or affirmation in writing, that 
the certificate of the commissioners, and consent of the creditors there
unto were obtained fairly and without fraud ; and any of the creditors 
of the said bankrupt are allowed to be heard, if they shall think fit, before 
the respective persons aforesaid, against the making or allowing of such 
certificates by the commissioners or judge. . . 

SEc. 37. And be it further enacted, That 1f any creditor, or pretended 
crrditor, of any hank ;npt, ~hall l"xhibit to the commi~sioners anv ficti-
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tious or false debt or demand, with intent to defraud the real creditors 
of such bankrupt, 'and the bankrupt shall refuse to make discovery there
of and suffer the fair creditors to be imposed upon, he shall lose all title 
to' the allowance unon the amount of his effects, and to a certificate of 
discharge as afores~id, nor shall he be ~ntitled to the said ~llowancc or 
certificate if he has lost, at any one time fifty dollars, or 111 the whole 
three hun'dred dollars, after the passing of this act, and within twelve 
months before he became a bankrupt, by any manner of gaming or wa-
gering whatever. . 

SEC. 38. And be it furtlie1· enacted, That 1f any bankrupt, who shall 
have obtained his certificate, shall be taken in execution or detained in 
prison on account of any debts owing before he became a bankrupt, by 
reasor: that judgment was obtain~d before_ such certificate ~as_ allowed, 
it shall be lawful for any of the Judges of the court wherem Judgment 
was so obtained, or for any court, judge; or justice, within the district in 
which such bankrupt shall be detained, having powers to award or allow 
the writ of habeas corpus, on such bankrupt producing his certificate so 
as aforesaid allowed, to order any sheriff or gaoler who shall have such 
bankrupt in custody, to discharge such bankrupt without fee or charge, 
first giving reasonable notice to the plaintiff, or his attorney, of the mo
tion for such discharge. 

SEc. 39. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall hare 
bona.fide given credit to or taken securities, payable at future days, from 
persons who are or shall become bankrupts, not due at the time of such 
persons becoming bankrupt, shall be admitted to prove their debts and 
contracts, as if they were payable presently, and shall have a dividend in 
proportion to the other creditors, discounting, where no interest is pay
able, at the rate of so much per centum per annum, as is equal to the 
lawful interest of the state where the debt was payable; and the obligec 
of any bottomry or respondentia bond, and the assured in any policy of 
insurance, shall be admitted to claim, and after the contingency or loss, 
to prove the debt thereon, in like manner as if the same had happened 
before issuing the commission; and the bankrupt shall be discharged 
from such securities, as if such money had been due and payable before 
the time of his or her becoming bankrupt; and such creditors may peti
tion for a commission, or join in petitioning. 

SEc. 40. And be it further enacted, That in case any person, com
mitted by the commissioners' warrant, shall obtain a habeas corpus, in 
order to be discharged, and there shall appear any insufficiency in the 
form of the warrant, it shall be lawful for the court or judge before whom 
such party shall be brought by habeas corpus, by rule or warrant, to com
mit such persons to the same prison, there to remain until he shall con
form as aforesaid, unless it shall be made to appear that he ha<l fully 
answered all lawful questions put to him by the commissioners; or in 
case such person was committed for not signing his examination, unless 
it shall appear that the party had good reason for refusing to sign the 
same, or that the commissioners had exceeded their authority in making 
such commitment; and in case the gaoler to whom such person shall be 
committed, shall wilfully or negligently suffer such person. to escape, or 
go without the doors or walls of the prison, such gaoler shall, for such 
offence, being convicted thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding three thou
sand dollars for the use of the creditors. 

SEC. 41. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the gaoler shall, upon the 
request of any creditor, having proved his debt, and showing a certifi
cate thereof, under the hands of the commissioners, which the commis
sioners shall give without fee or reward, produce the person so com
mitt~d; and in ~ase such gaoler shall refuse to show such person to such 
creditor, requestmg the same, such person shall be considered as having 
escaped, and the.gaoler or sheriff so refusing, shall be liable as for a wil
ful escape. 
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_SEC. 42._ "4nd be it further enacted, That where it shall appear to the 
said comm1ss10ners that there hath been mutual credit given by the bank
rupt, and any other person, or mutual debts between them at any time 
before such person became bankrupt, the assignee or assignees of the 
estate shall state the account between them, and one debt may be set off 
against the other, and what shall appear to be due on either side on the 
balance of such account after such set off, and no more, shall be claimed 
or paid on either side respectively. 

SEC. 43. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the assignee or assignees of any bankrupt's estate and effects, 
under the direction of the commissioners, and by and with the consent 
of the major part in value of such of the said bankrupt's creditors, as 
shall have duly proved their debts under the commission, and shall be 
present at any meeting of the said creditors, to be held in pursuance of 
due and public notice for that purpose given, to submit any difference 
or dispute for, on account of, or by reason or means of, any matter, 
cause, or thing whatsoever, relating to such bankrupt, or to his or her 
estate or effects, to the final end and determination of arbitrators to be 
chosen by the said commissioners, and the major part in value of such 
creditors as shall be present at such meeting as aforesaid, and the party 
or parties with whom they shall have such difference or dispute, and to 
perform the award of such arbitrators, or otherwise to compound and 
agree the matter in difference and dispute as aforesaid, in such manner 
as the said assignee or assignees under the direction and with the con
sent aforesaid, shall think fit and can agree; and the same shall be bind
ing on the several creditors of the said bankrupt, and the said assignee 
or assignees are hereby indemnified for what they shall fairly do, accord
ing to the directions aforesaid. 

SEC. 44. And be it further enacted, That the assignees shall be, and 
hereby are vested with full power to dispose of all the bankrupt's estate, 
real and personal, at public auction or vendue, without being subject to 
any tax, duty, imposition, or restriction, any law to the contrary not
withstanding. 

SEc. 45. And be it further enacted, That if after any commission of 
bankruptcy, sued forth, the bankrupt happen to die before the commis
sioners shall have distributed the effects, or any part thereof, the com
missioners shall, nevertheless, proceed to execute the commission, as 
fully as they might have done if the party were living. 

SEC. 46. And be it further enacted, That where any commission of 
bankruptcy shall be delivered to the commissioners, therein named, to 
be executed, it shall and may be lawful for them before they take the 
oath or affirmation of qualification, to demand and take from the creditor 
or creditors prosecuting such commission, a bond with one good security, 
if required, in the penalty of one thousand dollars, conditioned for the 
payment of the costs, charges, and expenses, which shall arise and accrue 
upon the prosecution of the said commission: Pi·ovided always, that 
the expenses, so as aforesaid to be secured and paid by the petitioning 
creditor or creditors, shall be repaid to him or them by the commission
ers or assignees, out of the first monies arising from the bankrupt's 
estate or effects, if so much be received therefrom. 

SEc. 47. And be it further enacted, That the district judges, in each 
district respectively, shall fix a rate of allowance to be made to the 
commissioners of bankruptcy, as compensation of services to be ren
dered under the commission, and it shall be lawful for any creditor, by 
petition to the district judge, to except to any charge contained in the 
account of the commissioners : and the said judge, after hearing the 
commissioners, may in a summary way decide upon the validity of such 
exception. 

SEC. 48. And be it further macterl, That all penaltie!l given by this 
VoL. II.-5 
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act for the benefit of the creditors, shall be recovered by the assignee or 
assignees by action of debt, and the money so recovered, the charges of 
suit being deducted, shall be distributed towards ~ayment of _the creditors. 

SEc. 49. And be it further enacted, '.fhat if any action shall be 
brought against any commi_ssi_oner, or ass1g1;ee, or other person, having 
authority under the comm1ss1on, for any thmg done or performed by 
force of this act, the defendant may plead the general issue, and give 
this act and the special matter in evidence; and in case of a nonsuit, 
discontinuance, or verdict or judgment for him, he shall recover double 
costs. 

SEc. 50. And be it further enacted, That if any estate real or per-
sonal shall descend, revert to, or become vested in any person, after he 
or she shall be declared a bankrupt, and before he or she shall obtain a 
certificate, signed by the ju?ge as ~foresaid,. al\ such estate shall, by 
virtue of this act, be vested m the said commissioners, and shall be by 
them assigned and conveyed to the assignee or assignees in fee simple, 
or otherwise, in like manner as above directed, with the estate of the 
said bankrupt, at the time of the bankruptcy, and the proceeds thereof 
shall be divided among the creditors. 

SEC. 51. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said commissioners 
shall, once in every year, carefully file, in the clerk's office of the 
district court, all the proceedings had in every case before them, and 
which shall have been finished, including the commissions, examinations, 
dividends, entries, and other determinations of the said commissioner;;, 
in which office, the final certificate of the said bankrupt may also be 
recorded; all which proceedings shall remain of record in the said 
office, and certified copies thereof shall be admitted as evidence in all 
courts, in like manner as the copies of the proceedings of the said district 
court are admitted in other cases. 

SEc. 52. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be'la1vful 
for any creditor of such bankrupt, to attend all or any of the examina
tions of said bankrupt, and the allowance of the final certificate, if he 
shall think proper, and then and there to propose interrogatories, to be 
put by the judge or commissioners to the said bankrupt and others, and 
also to produce and examine witnesses and documents before such judge 
or commissioners, relative to the subject matter before them. And in 
case either the bankrupt or creditor shall think him or herself aggrieved 
by the determination of the said judge or commissioners, relative to 
any material fact, in the commencement or progress of the said proceed
ings, or in the allowance of the certificate aforesaid, it shall and may be 
lawful for either party to petition the said judge, setting forth such facts 
and the determination thereon, with the complaint of the party, and a 
prayer for trial by a jury to determine the same, and the said judge 
shall, in his discretion, make order thereon, and award a venire facias to 
the marshal of the district, returnable within fifteen days before him, for 
the trial of the facts mentioned in the said petition, notice whereof shall 
be given to the commissioners and creditors concerned in the same; at 
which time the said trial shall be had, unless, on good cause shown, the 
judge s~all give farther time, and judgment being entered on the verdict 
of the Jury, shall be final, on the said facts, and the judge or commis
sioners shall proceed agreeably thereto. 

SEC. 53. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners before 
the appointment of assignees, and the assignees after such appointment, 
may, from time to time, make such allowance out of the bankrupt's 
estate until ~e. shall have obtained his final discharge, as in their opinion 
ma~ be reqmsite for the necessary support of the said bankrupt and his 
family. 

~Ee. 54. And b'e it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
maJor part in 1·nl11e of the creditors, before they, proceed to the choice 
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of assignees, to direct in .what manner, with whom, and where the 
monies arising by, and to be received from time to time out of the bank
rupt's estate, shall be lodged, until the same shall be divided amoncr the 
credito~s, as herein provided; to which direction every such assignee 
and assignees shall conform as often as three hundred dollars shall be 
received. 

SEc. 55. And be it furtlter enacted, That every matter and thing by 
this act, required to be done by the commissioners of any bankrupt, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, if performed by a majority of 
them. 

SEc. 56. And be it furtlter enacted, That in all cases where the as
signees shall prosecute any debtor of the bankrupt for any debt, duty or 
demand, the commission, or a certified copy thereof, and the assignment 
of the commissioners of the bankrupt's estate, shall be conclusive evi
dence of the issuing the commission, and of the person named therein, 
being a trader and bankrupt, at the time mentioned therein. 

SEc. 57. And be it furt!ter enacted, That every person obtaining a 
discharge from his debts, by certificate as aforesaid, granted under a 
commission of bankruptcy, shall ·not, on any future commission, be en
titled to any other certificate than a discharge of his person only; unless 
the nett proceeds of the estate and effects of such person so becoming 
bankrupt a second time, shall be sufficient to pay seventy-five per cent. 
to his or her creditors on the amount of their debts respectively. 

SEc. 58. And be it furtlter enacted, That any creditor of a person, 
against whom a commission of bankruptcy shall have been sued forth, 
and who shall lay his claim before the commissioners appointed in pur
suance of this act, may at the same time declare his unwillingness to 
submit the same to the judgment of the said commissioners, and his 
wish that a jury may be impanneled to decide thereon: And in like 
manner the assignee or assignees of such bankrupt may object to the 
consideration of any particular claim by the commissioners, and require 
that the same should be referred to a jury. In either case, such objection 
and request shall be entered on the books of the commissioners, and 
thereupon an issue shall be made up between the parties, and a jury 
shall be impanneled, as in other cases, to try the same in the circuit 
court for the district in which such bankrupt has usually resided. The 
verdict of such jury shall be subject to the control of the court, as in 
suits originally instituted in the said court, and when rendered, if not 
set aside by the court, shall be certified to the commissioners, and shall 
ascertain the amount of any such claim, and such creditor or creditors 
shall be considered in all respects as having proved their debts under 
the commission. 

SEc. 59. And be it furtlier enacted, That the lands and effects of any 
person becoming bankrupt may be sold on such credit, and on such se
curity, as a major part in value of the creditors may direct: Provided, 
nothing herein contained shall be allowed so to operate, as to retard the 
granting the bankrupt's certificate. 

SEc. 60. And be it further enacted, That if any pers1m becoming 
bankrupt, shall be in prison, it shall be lawful for any creditor or credi
tors, at whose suit he or she shall be in execution, to discharge him or 
her from custody, or if such creditor or creditors shall refuse to do so, 
the prisoner may petition the commissioners, to liberate him or her, and 
thereupon, if, in the opinion of the commissioners, the conduct of such 
bankrupt shall have been fair, so as to entitl~ him or. her in th~ir op~
nion, to a certificate, when by law ia:uch certificate might be given, 1t 
shall be lawful for them to direct the discharge of such prisoner, and to 
enter the same in their books, which being notified to the keeper of the 
gaol in which such prisoner may be confined, shall be a .sufficient autho, 
tity for his or her ~Escharge: Provided, that in either case, .such dis-
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charge shall be no bar to another execution, if a certificate shall be 
refused to such bankrupt: And provided also, that it shall be no bar to 
a subsequent imprisonment of sue~ ?ankrupt. by order of the commis
sioners, in conformity with the prov1s1ons ofth1s_ act. 

SEC, 61. And be it further enacted, That this act shaJI not repeal ?r 
annul or be construed to repeal or annul the laws of any state now m 
force,' or which may be hereafter enacted, for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, except so far as t?e sa~e ~ay respect persons, who are, or may 
be clearly within the purview of this act, and whose debts shall amount 
in the cases specified in the secon~ s~ction ther~of to th~ sums therein 
mentioned. And if any person w1thm the purview of this act, shall be 
imprisoned for the space of three months, for any debt, or upon any con
tract unless the creditors of such prisoner shaJI proceed to prosecute a 
com~ission of bankruptcy against him or her, agreeably to the provi
sions of this act, such debtor may and shall be entitled to relief, under 
any such laws for the relief of insolvent debtors, this act notwithstanding. 

SEC, 62. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this 
law shall, in any manner, effect the right of preference to prior satisfac
tion of debts due to the United States as secured or provided by any 
Jaw heretofore passed, nor shall be construed to Ie~sen or impair any 
right to, or security for, money due to the United States or to any of 
them. 

SEc. 63. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this 
act, shall be taken, or construed to invalidate, or impair any lien existing 
at the date of this act, upon the lands or chattels of any person who may 
have become a bankrupt. 

SEC. 64. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force during the term of five years, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer: Provided, that the 
expiration of this act shall not prevent the complete execution of any 
commission which may have been previously thereto issued. 

APPROVED, April 4, 1800. 

CHAP. XXl.-.Rn .!let to allow a drawback of duties on goods exported lo Ntw 
Orleans, and therein lo amend the act intituled "..in act to regulate the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That any goods, wares 
or merchandise, which shall be exported from the United States, after 
the tenth day of April current, in the manner prescribed by law, to the 
port of New Orleans, on the river Mississippi, shall be deemed and 
taken to be entitled to such drawbacks of duties as would be allowable 
thereon,_w~en exported to any other foreign port or place, any thing in 
the act mt1tuled "An act to nigulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage," to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, April 5, 1800. 

CHAP, X?Cll,-.foAct to continue in force "Jin act c011cerning certain fisheries of 
11:e United ~ta;;s, and for the regulati01, and government of the fishermen em• 
ployed therein, and for other purposes as therein menti011ed. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
?f .the United States of America in Congress assembled That the act 
mt1,tuled "An. act concerning certain fisheries of the U ni{ed States, and 
for the regulation and government of the fishermen employed therein " 
shall ~e in force, and is hereby continued for the term of ten years, fro:n 
the th1rd day of March, one thousand eight hundred, and until the end 
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of the session of Congress next ensuing the expiration of that term, any 
thing in the ninth section of the said act to the contrary hereof notwith
standing. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the additional allowances 
which were by the sixth section of the act, intituled, "Au act for raising 
a further sum of money for the protection of the frontiers, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned," and by the second section of the act, inti
tuled, "An act laying an additional duty on salt, and for other purposes," 
respectively granted to ships or vessels employed in the bank and other 
cod fisheries, shall be continued to the ships and vessels, respectively, 
which shall be so employed, in the terms and according to the intent of 
the said first mentioned act, for and during the further continuance 
thereof, as aforesaid ; Provided, that the said allowances shall not be 
understood to be continued for a longer time than the correspondent 
duties respectively, for which the said additional allowances were granted, 
shall be payable. 

APPROVED, April 12, 1800. 

CHAP. XXIll.-.On .!let to alter the form r!f certain oaths and affirmations directed 
to be taken by the act intituled ".8.n act providi11{{ for the second census or enu
meration of the inhabitants ef the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of tlie 
United States efAmerica in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
first section of the act passed during the present session of Congress, 
intituled "An act providing for the second census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States,'' as relates to the form of the oaths or 
affirmations thereby directed to be taken by the marshals, secretaries, 
and assistants therein mentioned respectively, shall be, and hereby is 
repealed, and that the said oaths or affirmations shall be in the following 
form; that is to say; the marshals and secretaries' oath or affirmation in 
the form following; "I, A. B. marshal of the district of ( or the 
secretary of the territory of as the case may be) do solemnly swear 
or affirm, that I will well and truly cause to be made a just and perfect 
enumeration and description of the persons resident within my district 
( or within the territory of as the case may be) and will return 
the same to the Secretary of State agreeably to the directions of an act 
of Congress, intituled 'An act providing for the second census or enume
ration of the inhabitants of the United St.ates,' according to the best of 
my ability." And the assistants' oath or affirmation in the form following: 
I, A. B. do solemnly swear ( or affirm) that I will make a just and per
fect enumeration and description of all persons resident within the divi
sion assigned to me by the marshal of the district of ( or the 
secretary of the territory of as the case may be) and make 
due return thereof to the said marshal ( or secretary) agreeably to the 
directions of an act of Congress, intituled "An act providing for the 
second census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States," 
according to the best of my ability. 

APPROVED, April 12, 1800. 

CHAP. XXV.-.dn .8.ct to extend the privilege of obtaining patents for useful dis• 
coveries and inventions, to certain persons therein mentiomd, and to enlarge and 
de.fine the penalties for violating the rigltts of patentees,(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all and 

(a) See act of February 21, 1793, c¥J. I I. 
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1,ingular the rights and privileges given, intended_ or pr?vided ~o citiz~ns 
of the United States, respecting patents for new mvent10ns, discoveries, 
and improvements by the act, intituled "An act to promote the progress 
of useful arts, and to repeal the act heretofore made for that purpose," 
shall be, and hereby are extended and given to all aliens who at the time 
of petitioning in the manne: prescribed by_ the s~id act, shall have re~ided 
for two years within the U mted States, which pr1VIleges shall be obtamed, 
used, and enjoyed, by such persons, in as full and ample manner, and 
under the same conditions, limitations and restrictions, as by the said 
act is provided and directed in the case ?1: cit_izens of the United Stat~s. 
Provided always, That every person pet1t10nmg fer a patent for any m
vention, art or discovery, pursuant to this act, shall make o-ath or affirma
tion before some person duly authorized to administer oaths before such 
patent shall be granted, that such invention, art or discovery hath not, 
to the best of his or her knowledge or belief, been known or used either 
in this or any foreign country; and that every patent which shall be 
obtained pursuant to this act, Tor any imention, art or discovery, which 
it shall afterwards appear had been known or used previous to such 
application for a patent, shall be utterly void. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That where any person hath 
made, or shall have made, any new invention, discovery or improvement, 
on account of which a patent might, by virtue of this or the above
mentioned act, be granted to such person, and shall die before any patent 
shall be granted therefor, the right of applying for and obtaining such 
patent, shall devolve on the legal representatives of such person in trust 
for the heirs at law of the deceased, in case he shall have died intestate; 
but if otherwise, then in trust for his devfaees, in as full and ample 
manner, and under the same conditions, limitations and restrictions, as 
the same was held or might have been claimed or enjoyed by such person, 
in his or her lifetime ; and when application for a patent shall be made 
by such legal representatives, the oath or affirmation, provided in the 
third section of the before-mentioned act, shall be so varied as to be 
applicable to them. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That where any patent shall be, 
or shall have been granted pursuant to this or the above-mentioned act, 
and any person without the consent of the patentee, his or her executors, 
administrators or assigns first obtained in writing, shall make, devise, 
use, or sell the thing whereof the exclusive right is secured to the said 
patentee by such patent, such person so offending, shall forfeit and pay 
to the said patentee, his executors, administrators or assigns, a sum 
equal to three times the actual damage sustained by such patentee, his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, from or by reason of such offence, 
which sum shall and may be recovered, by action on the case founded 
on this and the above-mentioned act, in the circuit court of the United 
States, having jurisdiction thereof. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the fifth section of the above
mentioned act, intituled "An act to promote the progress of useful 
arts, and to repeal the act heretofore made for that purpose," shall be, 
and hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, April 17, 1800. 

CHAP, XXVI.-.1n .11.ct fo .fix tke compensation of Ike Paymaster-General, a,nd 
.11.ssistant to tke .11.djutant-General. 

. SEc·rrnN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
paymaster-general of the army of the United States shall receive one 
hu~dre? and twenty dollars per month, with the rations and forage of a 
maJor, m full compensation for his services and travelling expenses, to 
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be computed from the commencement of the time of his actual residence 
at the seat of government, any thing in the "Act for the better organiz
ing of the troops of the United States, and for other purposes," to the 
contrary hotwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the assistant of 
the adjutant-general, in addition to his pay and other emoluments in the 
line of the army, shall be forty dollars per month, which shall be in full 
compensation for his extra services and travelling expenses, to be com
puted from the time of his entering upon actual service. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

C1-1AP. XXVII.-An ./Jct to continue in force the act intituled ".!ln act to authorize 
the defence of the merchant vessels of the United States against Frencli depreda
tions.,~ 

Be it mactcd by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight, intituled "An act to authorize the defence of the merchant vessels 
of the United States against French depredations," excepting such parts 
of the said act as relate to salvage in cases of recapture, shall continue 
and be in force for and during the term of one year, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED,. April 22, 1800. 
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for members of the House of Representatives if the United States, and to compel 
the attendance of witnesses." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Act of Jan. 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on 23, 1798, ch. 8. 
the twenty-third day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, intituled "An act to prescribe the mode of taking evidence 
in cases of contested elections for members of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States, and to compel the attendance of witnesses," 
shall be and continue in force for the term of four years, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP. XXIX.-./Jn Actjixing therank and pay nf the commandi11g o.f!icr.r if the 
Corps if Marines.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That a lieutenant
colonel commandant shall be appointed to command the corps of marines, 
and shall be entitled to the same pay and emoluments as a lieutenant
colonel in the army of the United States; any thing in the act for the 
establishing and organizing a marine corps to the contrary notwithstand
ing ; and that the office of major of the said corps shall thereafter be 
abolished. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP, XXX.-.Bn ./Jct supplementar.1/ to the .!let to ,·egulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian Tribes, and to preserve peace on the Frontiers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pass-

(a) Ac.t of Jnly 11, 1798, chap. 72; act of' March 3. IR17. ch,µ. 65. 
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ing of this act, it shall be lawfol for any military officer, who may have 
charge or custo<ly of any pe_rson or persons, who may have been, or shall 
be apprehended in the Indian country, ov~r and_ beyo!ld th~ b~und~ry 
line between the United States and the said Indian tribes, m v10lat1on 
of any of the provisions or regul~tions of th~ act, _intituled "An act to 
recrulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tnbes, and to preserve 
pe~ce on the frontiers," to conduct him or them to some one of the 
justices of the inferior or county cour~ of anr county nearest _to the place 
of his arrest, who, if-the offence 1s bailable, 1~ hereby authonze<:1 to take 
proper bail, if offered, in like ma?ner as the Judge of the superior court 
of any state is authorize3 to do, m and by the act above recited; unless 
such person, holden in custody as afor~said, sha_ll be char~ed up_on oath 
with murder, or any other offence punishable with death, rn which_ case 
such justice of any inferior or county court shall not have authority to 
take bail for such person. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.Bn ./let to establish a general Stamp Qffice. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatines 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall 
be appointed an officer to be denominated superintendent of stamps, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the stamping and marking of all 
vellum, parchment, and paper; to distribute the same among the officers 
who are, or shall be authorized to secure and collect the duties there
upon, and to keep fair and true records and accounts of his proceedings; 
which said officer, so to be appointed, shall be subject to the superintend
ence, control, and direction of the treasury department, according to 
the respective authorities and duties of the officers thereof; and shall, 
for the better execution of the duties and trusts in him reposed, obRerve 
and execute such directions as he shall, from time to time, receive from 
said department. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the said superintendent shall 
hold his office at the seat of the government of the United States, and 
shall be allowed as a compensation for his services the sum of two thou
sand dollars annually, to be paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of the 
United States; and shall also be allowed the necessary expenses of 
office rent, fuel, printing and packing, and of procuring books and 
stationery for the use of his office, and that all letters and packages to 
and from him shall be free of postage. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
with the approbation of the principal officer of the treasury department, 
employ such number of clerks and other assistants in his office as shall 
be found necessary; and shall apportion and vary the compensation to 
each, in such manner as the services rendered by each shall in his judg
ment require : Provided, that the whole amount of the compensations 
to said clerks and assistants shall not exceed two thousand five hundred 
dollars annually . 

. S1;-c. 4. And be it farther enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
w1thm three months after entering upon his office, give bond with 
sureties for the true and faithful execution thereof, and for the settlement 
of his accounts at the periods which shall be prescribed by the proper 
officers at the treasury department, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
which bond shall be approved by the comptroller of the treasury, and 
kept in his office to be by him put in suit for the benefit of the United 
States, upon any breach of the conditions thereof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the estab
lishment of the office aforesaid at the seat of goyernment, and after six 
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months' notice of .the new stamps hereby directed to be prepared and 
issued; which notice shall be given by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
the manner directed by the tenth section of the act, intituled "An act 
laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper," so much of 
the act or acts heretofore passed, as empower and require the supervi
sors of the revenue to stamp or mark any vellum, parchment, or paper, 
shall cease and determine. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any deed, instrument, or 
writing whatever, charged by law with the payment of duty, shal.l have 
been, or shall be written or printed, by any person or persons whomso
ever, upon vellum, parchment, or paper not stamped or marked accord
ing to law, or upon vellum, parchment, or paper, stamped or marked at 
a lower rate of duty than is by law required for such deed, instrument, 
or writing; then and in every such case, it shall be lawful for the person 
or persons holding such deed, instrument, or writing, within twelve 
calendar months after the time of giving notice as aforesaid, or within 
six calendar months after the execution of such deed, instrument, or 
writing, to pay to the collector of the revenue within whose collection 
district such person or persons shall reside, the duty chargeable by law 
on such deed, instrument, or writing, together with ten dollars in addi
tion to such duty, which duty and additional sum of ten dollars, such 
collector is hereby authorized and required to receive, and without fee 
or reward to endorse a receipt therefor under his hand and seal, upon 
some part of such deed, instrument or writing, which deed, instrument 
or writing so endorsed, it shall then be lawful for such person or per
sons to produce to the surveyor of the revenue within whose assessment 
district such person or persons shall reside, which surveyor thereupon 
shall certify under his hand and seal, and upon some part of the said 
deed, instrument or writing, that the same so endorsed as aforesaid has 
been produced to him, and that the said endorsement is in his belief 
genuine; after which said endorsement and certificate, and not other
wise, such deed, instrument or writing, shall be to all intents and pur
poses as valid and available, as if the same had been or were stamped, 
counterstamped, or marked as by law required, any thing in any act to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That every collector of the revenue 
shall keep a separate account of all monies by him received in manner 
last aforesaid, and shall at such times as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall direct, transmit the said account together with such monies, and a 
memorandum of all receipts by him endorsed in manner aforesaid, to 
the supervisor of the district, or the inspector of the survey, as the case 
may be ; and that every surveyor of the revenue shall, at such time as 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall direct, transmit to the said supervisor 
or inspector, as the case may be, a true copy of all certificates given by 
him as aforesaid, and of the receipts respectively certified, and thereupon 
such surveyor shall be entitled to receive from the supervisor or inspector 
fifty cents for every such certificate by him signed as aforesaid. 

SEc. 8. And be it fiirtlter enacted, That if any person, with intent to 
defraud the United States of any sum of monies directed to be paid by 
this act, or of any of the duties or duty laid by the act, intituled "An 
act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, an_d paper," shall coun
terfeit or forge, or c~use or procure to be count~rfe1ted or forg~d, any of 
the certificates, receipts or endorsements, provided for and directed ~y 
the sixth section of this act, or shall utter, pass away, vend or offer m 
evidence, in any court of justice, any such forged or counterfeit receipt, 
certificate or endorsement, knowing the same to be forged or counter
feit then every such person so offending, and being thereof convicted in 
du; form of law shall be adJ"udged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 
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be subject to be fined in any sum not exceed~ng one thoutiand dollars, 
and to be imprisoned for any term not exceedmg seven years. 

SEC: 9. And for the convenience of those persons who may be in
clined to have their own vellum, parchment, and paper stamped or 
marked, Be it further enacted, that when any person or persons ~hall 
deposit any vellum, parchment, or paper, at the office of any supervisor, 
accompanying the same with a list, which_ shall specify the number an? 
denomination of the stamps or mark5 which arc to be thereto affixed, 1t 

shall be the duty of the said supervisor to transmit the same to the. stamp
office at the seat of government, where such paper, parchment and vel
lum shall be properly marked or stamped, and forthwi~h sent bac~ to the 
said supervisor, who shall thereupon collect the duties and deliver the 
vellum, parchment, and paper, pursuant to the order of the person from 
whom it was received. 

SEC. 10. And be lt furth.er enacted, That all vellum, parchment, and 
paper, to be stamped or marked at the said office, shall, before it is de
livered for sale, use, or distribution, be carried from the said office to 
the office of the commissioner of the revenue, and be there counter
stamped or marked, under the direction of the said commissioner, and 
in such manner as the Secretary of the Treasury shall devise and direct; 
and after being so counterstamped or marked, shall be returned to the 
office of the superintendent of stamps, to be by him distributed accord
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, of all which vellum, 
parchment, and paper, so sent to be counterstamped or marked, and so 
returned to the office of the superintendent aforesaid, an account shall 
be kept by the commissioner of the revenue, and from time to time re
turned to the proper officers of the treasury department. 

SEC. 11. And be it furiltcr enacted, That if any person or persons, 
with intent to defraud the United States of any of the duties or duty laid 
by the act, entitled "An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parch
ment and paper," or by any act or acts for amending the same, shall 
counterfeit or forge, or shall cause or procure to be counterfeited or 
forged, or shall knowingly or wilfully aid or assist in counterfeiting or 
forging any stamp, counterstamp, or mark, which shall be provided or 
made in pursuance of this act, or shall counterfeit or resemble, or shall 
knowingly and wilfully aid or assist in counterfeiting or resembling, or 
shall cause to be counterfeited or resembled, the impression of any such 
stamp, counterstamp or mark, upon any vellum, parchment, or paper, or 
shall knowingly or wilfully utter, vend, or sell, or offer in evidence in 
any court of justice any vellum, parchment, or paper, with such counter
feit mark or impression thereon, or shall privately or fraudulently use 
any stamp, counterstamp or mark directed or allowed to be used by this 
act, then every such person so offending, and being thereof convicted in 
due form of law, shall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and be sub
ject to be fined in any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned for any time not exceeding seven years. 

APPROVED, A Pri1 2s, 1soo. 

CHAP. xxxn.-.an .!let to alter and to establish sundry Post Road~. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives qf the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
following post roads be discontinued, viz :-From Washington to Peters
burg, in Georgia; from Augusta, by Robinson's, at the White Ponds, 
and Gillet's Mills, to Coosawhatchie; from Charlotte, by Lincolnton, to 
Statesville, North Carolina; from Chester Courthouse to Spartan Court
house; from Fayetteville, by Lumberton, to Cheraw Courthouse· from 
Moffat's store to Danville; from Culpepper Courthouse to Orange Court-
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hous~; from Leesburg to Fauquier Courthouse; from Tappahannock, 
by Richmond Courthouse, and Westmoreland Courthouse, to Kinsale; 
from Prince _Edward Courthouse to Lynchburg; from Easton, by New 
Market, to Vienna; from Allensfresh, by Hoe's ferry, to Port Conway; 
from Bla?ensburg to Upper Marlborough; from Harrisburg, by Peters
burg, M1llerstown, Thompsontown, Miffiintown, Lewistown, Hunting
don, Alexandria, Center Furnace, Bellefont, Milesburg, Aaronsburg, 
Miffiinsburg, Lewisburg, Northumberland and Sunbury, to Harrisburg; 
from Easton to Sussex Courthouse; from New Brunswick to New Ger
mantown; from Washington, in Pennsylvania~ to Wheeling, in Virginia; 
from Old Fort Schuyler, by Cincinnatus, to Oxford; from Vergennes 
to Basonharbor, to Plattsburg; from Rome to Rotterdam; from Boston, 
by Taunton, to New Bedford; from Camden, by Lancaster, South 
Carolina, Charlotte, North Carolina, and Lincolnton, to Statesville, 
North Carolina; from Fayetteville, to Pittsburg, in Chatham county; 
from Halifax Courthouse, Virginia, by Danville, to Caswell Courthouse; 
from Liberty, by Rocky Mount, to Martinville; from Louisburg, by Nash 
Courthouse, to Tarborough; from Newbern, by Beaufort and Swans
borough, to Newbern; from Rutherfordton, to Spartanburg; from 
Springfield, Massachusetts, to Northampton; from Standish, in Maine, 
by Flintstown, and Fryberg, to Conway, Tamworth and Sandwich, in 
New Hampshire; from Suffolk, by South Quay, to Murfreesborough; 
from Wilmington, North Carolina, to Georgetown, South Carolina; 
from Petersburg, by Sussex Courthouse,. and Southampton Courthouse, 
to South Quay. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following be established 
as post roads, viz. 

In Georgia.-From Augusta to Petersburg, by Lincoln Courthouse; 
from Franklin Courthouse to Jackson Courthouse; from Georgetown to 
Warrenton; from Louisville to Saundersville ; from Washington to 
Ogelthorpe Courthouse. 

In South Carolina.-From Augusta, Georgia, by the Three Runs, 
to Coosawhatchie; the post road from Edgefield Courthouse, to Augusta, 
shall pass through Campbeltown; from Georgetown, by Willtown, Green
ville, and Chatham, to Richmond Courthouse, North Carolina; from 
Statesburg, by Salem Courthouse, and Kingstree, to Willtown ; from 
Columbia to Clarendon Courthouse; from Chei;,ter Courthouse, by York 
Courthouse, Pinckneyville, and Union Courthouse, to Spartanburg. 

In North Carolina.-From Washington to Bath, and from thence by 
Woodstock, to Hyde Courthouse; from Fayetteville, by M'Fall's, and 
Winfield's, to Cheraw Courthouse, South Carolina; from Fayetteville, 
by Lumberton and Barefield's mill, to Willtown, South Carolina; from 
Lumberton, by Elizabethtown, to the house of John Anders, or William 
H. Beaty, on South River; from Fayetteville to Wilmington; from 
Charlotte, by Lincolnton, and Morganton, Buncomb Courthouse, the 
Warm Springs, and thence to Greenville, in Tennessee; the post road 
from Salem to Salisbury, shall pass through Lexington; the post road 
from Raleigh to Newbern, shall pass through the county of Davie; the 
post road from Moore Courthouse to Salisbury, to pass by the new or 
old Courthouse of Randolph, as may be found most eligible; from Rock
ford to Grayson Courthouse, Virginia. 

In Tcnnessee.-From Knoxville to Marysville ; from Sullivan Court
house, by Hawkins Courthouse, and Orr's tavern, to Knoxville; from 
Nashville, by Robertson Courthouse, and Montgomery Courthouse, to 
Palmyra; from Nashville to Natchez, in the Mississippi territory; the 
post road which now passes from Abington, in Virginia, to Knoxville, 
in Tennessee, shall hereafter pass by Sullivan Courthouse, Jonesborough, 
Greenville, Cheek's cross roads, and Jefferson Courthouse. 

In Kentucky.-From Frankfort, by V-ersa.illes, and Richmond, to 
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Newpoat roads Orr's tavern, Tennessee; from Danville, by Standford, to Luncuoter; 
established. from Frankfort, by Clark Courthouse, Montgomery Courthouse, and 

Fleming Courthouse, to Washington; from Frankfort, by Scott Court
house, Harrison Courthouse, Pendleton Courthouse, and Campbell Court
house, to Cincinnati, North Western Territory; from Frankfort, by 
Shelbysville, Bardstown, Hardin Courthouse, and Logan Courtho_use, to 
Robinson Courthouse, in Tennessee; the post road from Washmgton, 
to Cincinnati, shalJ pass by Bracken Courthouse ; th~ post road from 
Beardstown to Louisville, shall pass through Shepherdsville; from Logan 
Courthouse; by Christian Courthouse, Livingston Courthouse, Hender
son Courthouse, to Muhlenberg Courthouse; and from Logan Court
house, by Warren Courthouse, and Barren Courthouse, to Green Court
house. 

In the Nort!t Western 1'ei-ritory.-'J!'rom Washington, Kentucky, by 
Manchester, in North Western Territory, to Chilicothe; from Louis
ville, Kentucky, to Vincenne8; from Zanes, on the Muskingum, to 
Marietta. 

In Virginia.-Frnm Culpeppt>r Comthouse, by Madison Courthouse, 
to Orange Courthouse; from Fredericksburg, by Spotsylvania Court
house, and Louisa Courthouse, to Columbia; from Fredericksburg, by 
King George . Courthouse, Mattoxbridge, Leedstown, Westmoreland 
Courthouse on Templeman's cross roads, Richmond Courthouse, and 
Farnham, to Kinsale; from Fredericksburg, by Rogers' mills, Chiles' 
store, Chesterfield, Oxford, and .Crew's store, to Goochland Courthouse; 
from King and Queen Courthouse, to Shackleford's store; from Glou
cester Courthouse, to Matthews Courthouse; from Moorefields, by Frank
lin, to Bath Courthouse; from Richmond, by Coles' in Chesterfield county, 
Janetoebridge, Amelia Courthouse, Pridesville, and Ligontown, to James
town; from Petersburg, l}y Amelia Courthouse, Nottaway Courthouse, 
Bibb's ferry on Staunton river, to Halifax Courthouse; from Alexandria, 
by Centerville, Middleburg, Pari~, and Millw0od, to Winchester; from 
Cartersville, by New Canton, Buckingham Courthouse, and Bent Creek, 
to Lynchburg; from Rcmney, by Springfield and Frankfort, to Cumber
land, in Maryland; from Centenille, by the Red House, to Fauquier 
Courthouse; from Washington, Pennsylvania, by Charlestown or Brooke 
Courthouse, in Virginia, to Wheeling; the post road from Alexandria to 
Leesburg, shall p!M3s through Matildaville; and the post road from Lees
burg, to Shepherdstown, shall pass through Charlestown, in the county 
of Berkeley; the post road from Sweetspring, to Greenbrier Courthouse, 
shall pass by Monroe Courthouse; from Greenbrier Courthouse to Kan
haway Courthouse; from Lexington, direct to Cabellsburg; from Meck
lenburg Courthouse, the mail shall return by Christian's store, at Coxe's, 
to Lunenburg Courthouse, and Edmond's store, to Gholson's. 

In Maryland.-From Baltimore, by Reisterstown, Westminster, 
Taneytown and Emmitsburg, to Fairfield, Pennsylvania; from Balti
more, by Libertytown, to Fredericktown; and from Fredericktown, by 
Harper's Ferry, to Charlestown, in Berkeley county, Virginia; from 
Port Tobacco, by the Top of the Hill, to N anjemoy ; from Leonard
town, by the Great Mill to the Ridge; from Washington, to Upper 
Marlborough; from Washington, by Queen Ann, to Annapolis; from 
E~ston, by Cambridge and New Mark et, to Vienna; from Easton, by 
H11lsborough, Denton and Greensborough, to Whitelysburgh. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Lancaster, by Elizabethtown and Middle
town, to Harrisburg, Sunbury, and Northumberland; from Lancaster, 
to New Holland; from Harrisburg, by Clark's ferry, Millerstown, 
T~ompsontown, ~iffiintown, 1:,e~istown, and Huntington, to Alexan
dria; from Lewistown, by M1ffimtown, Aaronsburg, Milesburg, and 
Bellef?11;t, to Centr.e Furnace; from Lewistown, by Muncey, and Milton, 
to WI!hamsport; from Northumberland, to Berwick, and thence by 



SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 33. l8!l0. 45 

Catawassee, to Northumberland; from Wilkesbarre, by Wyalusing, to New .Poatroads 
Athens; from Union, to New Geneva; from Pittsburg, by Franklin, estabhahed. 
Meadsville, and Le Beuf, to Presqu'isle; from Washington to Waynesburg. 

In New York.-From Hudson, by Katskill, Harpersfield, Ouliout, 
Unadilla, and Union, to Athens, Pennsylvania; from Athens, Pennsyl
vania, by Newtown, Painted Post, and Bath, to Canandarqua; from 
Utica, by New Hartford, Hamilton and Sherbourne, to. Oxford; from 
Cooperstown, on the State road, to Scipio; from Vergennes, Vermont, 
by Charlotte, Vermont, and Peru, to Plattsburg. 

In New Jersey.-From Easton, Pennsylvania, by Belvidere, and 
Johnsonburg, to Newtown; from New Brunswick, by Somerset Court
house, and Pluckemin, to New Germantown; from Trenton, by Bor
dentown, Slabtown, Mount Holly, Moorestown, and Haddenfield, to 
Philadelphia. 

In Connecticut.-From Fairfield, by Trumbull, Huntington, New
town, and Brookfield, to New Milford. 

In iJ'Iassacliusetts.-From Boston, by Bridgewater, and Taunton, to 
New Bedford; from New Bedford, by Rochester, and Wareham, to 
Sandwich; from Hanover, by Scituate, Marshfield, and Duxbury, to 
Kingston ; from Trnro to Provincetown; from Billerica, by Patucket 
bridge, to Dracut, and Hovey's tavern, to Pelham, and Nottingham, 
West, in New Hampshire; from Concord, by Groton, New Ipswich, 
and Jaffray, to Marlborough, New Hampshire. 

In Vermont.-From Westminster, by Bellows Falls, through Rock
ingham, Chester, and Cavendish, to Rutland; from Newbury, to Dan
ville; from Burlington, through St. Albans, to Ryegate: 

In New .Hampsltire.-From Exeter, by Nottingham, to Concord; from 
Salisbury, through Grafton, to Hanover. 

In Maine.-From Portland, by Windham, W atetford, Buckfield, and 
Turner, to Portland; from Bucktown, to Edenton. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this act 
shall be construed so as to affect any existing contracts for carrying the 
mail. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1800. 

t'. n A p. XX XIII .-JJ.n JJ.ct for the better government of the Navy of the United States, 

SBCTJON I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after.the first day of June next, the following rules and regulations be 
adopted and put in force, for the government of the navy of the United 
States. 

Art. I. The commanders of all ships and vessels of war belonging to 
the navy, are strictly enjoined and required to show in themselves a 
good example of virtue, honour, patriotism and subordination; and be 
vigilant in inspecting the conduct of all such as are placed under 
their command; and to guard against, and suppress, all dissolute and 
immoral practices, and to correct all such as are guilty of them, accord
ing to the usage of the sea service. 

Art. II. The commanders of all ships and vessels in the navy, having 
chaplains on board, shall take care that divine service be performed in 
a solemn, orderly, and reverent manner twice a day, and a sermon 
preached on Sunday, unless bad weather, or other extraordinary acci
dents prevent it; and that they cause all, or as many of the ship's com
pany as can be spared from duty, to attend at every performance of the 
worship of Almighty God. 

Art. III. Any officer, or other person in the navy, who shall be 
guilty of oppression, cruelty, fraud, profane swearing, drunkenness, or 
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any other scandalous conduct, ~ending to the destruction ~f good 
morals shall if an officer, be cashiered, or suffer such other pumshment 
as a c~urt m;rtial shall adjudge; if a private, shall b_e put in irons, or 
flogged, at the discretio_n of the captai~, not exceedmg- twelve_ lashes; 
but if the offence reqmre severer pumshment, he shall be tned by a 
court martial and suffer such punishment as said court shall inflict. 

Art. IV. Every commander or other officer who shall, upon signal 
for battle, or on the probability of an engagement, neglect to clear his 
ship for action, or shall not use h!s ut~ost exertions t~ b:ing _his ship to 
battle, or shall fail to encourage, m his own person, his mfenor officers 
and men to fight courageously, such offender shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as a court martial shall adjudge; or any officer neglect
ing, on sight of any vessel or vessels of an enemy, to clear his ship for 
action, shall suffer such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge; 
and if any person in the navy shall treacherously yield, or pusillani
mously cry for quarters, he shall suffer death, on conviction thereof, by 
a general court martial. 

Art. V. Every officer or private who shall n9t properly observe the 
orders of his commanding officer, or shall not use his utmost exertions 
to carry them info execution, when ordered to prepare for, join in, or 
when actually engaged in battle; or shall at such time, basely desert his 
duty or station, either then, or while in sight of an enemy, or shall 
induce others to do so, every person so offending shall, on convic
tion thereof by a general court martial, suffer death or such other pun
ishment as the said court shall adjudge. 

Art. VI. Every officer or private who shall through cowardice, ne
gligence, or disaffection in time of action, withdraw from, or keep out of 
battle, or shall not do his utmost to take or destroy every vessel which 
it is his duty to encounter, or shall not do his utmost endeavour to afford 
relief to ships belonging to the United States, every such offender shall, 
on conviction thereof by a general court martial, suffer death, or such 
other punishment as the said court shall adjudge. 

Art. VII. The commanding officer of every ship or vessel in the navy, 
who shall capture, or seize upon any vessel as a prize, shall carefully 
preserve all the papers and writings found on board, and transmit the 
whole of the originals unmutilated to the judge of the district to which 
such prize is ordered to proceed, and shall transmit to the navy de
partment, and to the agent appointed to pay the prize money, complete 
lists of the officers and men entitled to a share of the capture, inserting 
therein the quality of every person rating, on pain of forfeiting his 
whole share of the prize money resulting from such capture, and suffer~ 
ing such further punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. VIII. No person in the navy shall _take out of a prize, or vessel 
seized as prize, any money, plate, goods, or any part of her rigging, 
unless it be for the better preservation thereof, or absolutely necessary 
for the use of any of the vessels of the United States, before the same 
shall be adjudged lawful prize by a competent court; but the whole, 
'_Vithont fraud, concealment, or embezzlement, shall be brought in, and 
Judgment. pa~sed thereon, upon pain that every person offending herein 
shall forfeit his share of the capture, and suffer such further punishment 
as a court martial, or the court of admiralty in which the prize is 
adjudged, shall impose. 

~rt. IX. No person in the navy shall strip of their clothes, or pillage, 
or m any manner maltreat persons taken on board a prize, on pain of 
such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 
. Art. X. No. pers?n in the nav_y shall give, hold, or entertain any 
mtercourse or mtelhgence to or with any enemy or rebel, without leave 
from the President of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy the 
commander in chief of the fleet, or the commander of a squadron'; or 
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in case of a vessel acting singly from his commanding officer, on pain 
of death, or such other punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XL If any letter or message from an enemy or rebel, be conveyed 
to any officer or private of the navy, and he shall not, within twelve 
hours, make the same known, having opportunity so to do, to his supe
rior or commanding officer; or if any officer commanding a ship or 
vessel, being acquainted therewith, shall not, with all convenient speed, 
reveal the same to the commander in chief of the fleet, commander of a 
squadron, or other proper officer whose duty it may be to take cogni-
zance thereof, every such offender shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XII. Spies, and all persons whoshallcomeorbefoundintheca
pacity of spies, or who shall bring or deliver any seducing letter or message 
from an enemy or rebel, or endeavour to corrupt any person in the navy 
to betray his trust, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a 
court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XIII. If any person in the navy shall make or attempt to make 
any mutinous assembly, he shall on conviction thereof by a court martial, 
suffer death; and if any person as aforesaid shall utter any seditious or 
mutinous words, or shall conceal or connive at any mutinous or seditious 
practices, or shall treat with contempt his superior, being in the execu-
tion of his office ; or being witness to any mutiny or sedition, shall not 
do his utmost to suppress it, he shall be punished at the discretion of a 
court martial. 

Art. XIV. No officer or private in the navy shall disobey the lawful 
orders of his superior officer, or strike him, or draw, or offer to draw, 
or raise any weapon against him, while in the execution of the duties 
of his office, on pain of death, or such other punishment as a court 
martial shall inflict. 

Art. XV. No person in the navy shall quarrel with any other person in 
the navy, nor use provoking or reproachful words, gestures, or menaces, 
on pain of such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XVI. If any person in the navy shall desert to an enemy or 
rebel, he shall suffer death. 

Art. XVII. If any person in the navy shall desert, or shall entice 
others to desert, he shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a 
court martial shall adjudge ; and if any officer or other person belong
ing to the navy, shall receive or entertain any deserter from any other 
vessel of the navy, knowing him to be such, and shall not, with all 
convenient speed, give notice of such deserter to the comman9-er of the 
vessel to which he belongs, or to the commander in chief, or to the 
commander of the squadron, he shall on conviction thereof, be cashiered, 
or be punished at the discretion of a court martial. All offences com
mitted by persons belonging to the navy while on shore, shall be punished 
in the same manner as if they had been committed at sea. 

Art. XVIII. If any person in the navy shall knowingly make or sign, 
or shall aid, abet, direct, or procure the making or signing of any false 
muster, or shall execute, or attempt, or countenance any fraud against 
the United States, he shall, on conviction, be cashiered and rendered for 
ever incapable of any future employment in the service of the United 
States and shall forfeit all the pay and subsistence due him, and suffer 
such ~ther punishment as a court martial shall inflict. 

Art. XIX. If any officer, or other person in the navy, shall, through 
intention, (a) negligence, or any other fault, suffer any vessel of the 
navy to be stranded, or run upon rocks or shoals, or hazarded, he shall 
suffer such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XX. If any person in the navy shall sleep upon his watch, or 
negligently perform the duty assigned him, or leave. his station before 
regularly relieved, he shall suffer death, or such pumshment as a court 
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martial shall adjudge; or, if the offender be a private, he may, at the 
discretion of the captain, be put in irons, or flogged not exceeding 
twelve lashes. 

Art. XXI. The crime of murder, when committed by any officer, sea
man or marine, belonging to any public ship or vessel of the United 
Stat;,a without the territorial jurisdiction of the same, may be punished 
with death by the sentence of a court martial. 

Art. XXII. The officers and privates of every ship or vessel, appointed 
as convoy to merchant or other vessels, shall diligently and faithfully dis
charge the duties of their appointment, nor shall they demand or exact 
any compensation for their services, nor maltreat any of the officers or 
crews of such merchant or other vessels, on pain of making such repara
tion as a court of admiralty may award, and of suffering such furthrr 
punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XXIII: If any commander or other officer shall receive or per
mit to be received, on board his vessel, any goods or merchandise, other 
than for the sole use of his vessel, except gold, silver, or jewels, and ex
cept the goods or merchandise of vessels which may be in distress, Pr 
shipwrecked, or in imminent danger of being shipwrecked, in order to 
preserve them for their owner, without orders from the President of the 
United States or the navy department, he shall, on conv1ct10n thereof, 
be cashiered, and be incapacitated forever afterwards, for any place er 
office in the navy. 

Art. XXIV. If any person in the navy shall waste, embezzle, or fraudu
lently buy, sell, or receive any ammunition, provisions, or other public 
stores; or if any officer or other person shall, knowingly, permit through 
design, negligence, or inattention, any such waste, embezzlement, sale 
or receipt, every such person shall forfeit all the pay and subsistence 
then due him, and suffer such further punishment as a court martial shall 
direct. 

Art. XXV. If any person in the navy shall unlawfully set fire to or 
burn any kind of public property, not then in the possession of an ene
my, pirate, or rebel, he shall suffer death: And if any person shall, in 
any other manner, destroy such property, or shall not use his best exer
tions to prevent the destruction thereof by others, he shall be punished 
at the discretion of a court martial. 

Art. XXVI. Any theft not exceeding twenty dollars may be punished 
at the discretion of the captain, and above that sum, as a court martial 
shall direct. 

Art. XXVII. If any person in the navy shall, when on shore, plunder, 
abuse, or maltreat any inhabitant, or injure his property in any way, he 
shall suffer such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XXVIII. Every person in the navy shall use his utmost exertions 
to detect, apprehend, and bring to punishment all offenders, and shall at 
all times, aid a11d assist all persons appointed for this purpose, on pain 
of such punishment as a comt martial iahall adjudge. 

Art. XXIX. Each commanding officer shall, whenever a seamen en
ters on board, cause an accurate entry to be made in the ship's books, 
of his name, time, and term of his service; and before sailing transmit 
to the Secretary of the Navy, a complete list or muster roll of the officers 
and men under his comman<l, with the date of their entering, time and 
terms of thr.ir service annexed; and shall cause similar lists to be made 
out on the first day of every second month, to be transmitted to the Sec
retary of. the Navy, as opportunities shall occur; accounting in such lists 
or muster rolls, for any casualties which may have taken place since the 
last list or muster roll. He shall cause to be accurately minuted on the 
ship's books, the names of, and timeg at which any death or desertion 
may occur; and in case of death, shall take care that the purser secure 
all the property of the deceased for the benefit of his legal representatiYe 
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or representatives. He shall cause frequent inspections to be made into 
the condition of the provisions, and use every precaution for its preser
vation. He shall, whenever he orders officers and men to take charge 
of a prize, and proceed to the United States, and whenever officers or 
men are sent from his ship from whatever cause, take care that each man 
be furnished with a complete statement of his account, specifying the 
date of his enlistment, and the period and terms of his service; which 
account shall be signed by the commanding officer and purser. He 
shall cause the rules for the government of the navy to be hung up in 
some public part of the ship, and read once a month to his ship's com
pany. He shall cause a convenient place to be set apart for sick or dis
abled men, to which he shall have them removed, with their hammocks 
and bedding, when the surgeon shall so advise, and shall direct that 
some of the crew attend them and keep the place clean ; and if neces
sary, shall direct that cradles, and buckets with covers, be made for their 
use: And when his crew is finally paid off, he shall attend in person, 
or appoint a proper officer, to see that justice be done to the men, and 
to the United States, in the settlement of the accounts. Any command
ing officer, offending herein, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
court martial. 

Art. XXX. No commanding officer shall, of his own authority, dis
charge a commissioned or warrant officer, nor strike, nor punish him 
otherwise than by suspension or confinement, nor shall he, of his own 
authority, inflict a punishment on any private beyond twelve lashes with 
a cat-of-nine-tails, nor shall he suffer any wired, or other than a plain 
cat-of-nine-tails, to be used on board his ship; nor shall any officer who 
may command by accident, or in the absence of the commanding officer 
(except such commander be absent for a time by leave) order or inflict 
any other punishment than confinement, for which he shall account on the 
return of such absent commanding officer: Nor shall any commanding 
officer receive on board any petty officers 'or men turned over from any 
other vessel to him, unless each of such officers and men produce to him 
an account signed by the captain and purser of the vessel from which 
they came, specifying the date of such officer's or man's entry, the period 
and terms of service, the sums paid and the balance due him, and the 
quality in which he was rated on board such ship. Nor shall any com
manding officer, having received any petty officer or man as aforesaid, 
rate him in a lower or worse station than that in which he formerly 
served. Any commanding officer offending herein, shall be punished at 
the discretion of a court martial. 

Art. XXXI. Any master at arms, or other person of whom the duty 
of master at arms is required, who shall refuse to receive such prisoners 
as shall be committed to his charge, or having received them, shall suffer 
them to escape, or dismiss them without orders from proper authority, 
shall suffer in such prisoners' stead, or be punished otherwise at the dis
cretion of a court martial. 

Art. XXXII. All crimes committed by persons belonging to the navy, 
which are not specified in the foregoing articles, shall be punished ac
cording to the laws and customs in such cases at sea. 

Art. XXXIII. All officers, not holding commissions or warrants, or 
who are not entitled to them, except such as are temporarily appointed 
to the duties of a commissioned or warrant officer, are deemed petty 
officers. 

Art. XXXIV. Any person entitled to wages or prize money, may 
have the same paid to his assignee, provided the assignment be attested 
by the captain and purser; and in case of the assignment of wages, the 
power shall specify the precise time they commence. But the com
mander of every vessel is required to discourage his crew from selling 
any part of their wages or prize money, and never to attest any power 
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of attorney, until he is satisfied that the same is not gi:anted in consider
ation of money given for the purchase of wages or pnze money. 

Naval General Courts Martial. 
Art. XXXV. General courts martial may be convened as often as the 

President of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy, or the com
mander in chief of the fleet, or commander of a squadron, while acting 
out of the United States, shall deem it necessary: Provided, that no 
general court martial shall consist of more than thirteen, nor less than 
five members, and as many officers shall be summoned on every such 
court as can be convened without injury to the service, so as not to ex
ceed thirteen, and the senior officer shall always preside, the others rank
ing agreeabl}'. to th~ dale ?1: their commis~ions; and in no case, where 
it can be avoided without in Jury to the service, shall more than one half 
the members, exclusive of the president, be junior to the officer to be 
tried. 

Art. XXXVI. Each member of the court, before proceeding to trial, 
shall take the following oath or affirmation, which the judge advocate 
or person officiating as such, is hereby authorized to administer. 

"l, A. B. do swear (or affirm) that I will truly try, without prejudice 
or partiality, the case now depending, according to the evidence which 
shaJl come before the court, the rules for the government of the navy, 
and my own conscience; and that I will not by any means divulge or 
disclose the sentence of the court, until it shall have been approved by 
the proper authority, nor will I at any time divulge or disclose the vote 
or opinion of any particular member of the court, unless required so to 
do before a court of justice in due course of law." 

This oath or affirmation being duly administered, ihe presiqent is 
authorized and required to administer the following oath or affirmation 
to the judge advocate, or person officiating as such. 

"I, A. B. do swear ( or affirm) that I will keep a true record of the 
evidence given to and the proceedings of this court; nor will I divulge 
or by any means disclose the sentence of the court until it shall have 
been approved by the proper authority; nor will I at any time divulge or 
disclose the vote or opinion of any particular member of the court, unless 
required so to do before a court of justice in due course of law." 

Art. XXXVII. All testimony given to a general court martial shall 
be on oath or affirmation, which the president of the court is hereby 
authorized to administer, and if any person shall refuse to give his evi
dence as aforesaid, or shall prevaricate, or shall behave with contempt to 
the court, it shall and may be lawful for the court to imprison such 
offender at their discretion; provided that the imprisonment in no case 
shall exceed two months: and every person who shall commit wilful per
jury on examination on oath or affirmation before such court, or who 
shall corruptly procure, or suborn any person to commit such wilful per
jury, shall and may be prosecuted by indictment or information in any 
court of justice of the United States, and shall suffer such penalties as 
are authorized by the laws of the United States in case of perjury 01· 

the subornation thereof. And in every prosecution for perjury or the 
subornation thereof under this act, it shall be sufficient to set forth the 
offence charged on the defendant, without setting forth the authority by 
which the court was held, or the particular matters brought or intended 
to be brought before the said court. 

Art. XXXVIII. All charges, on which an application for a general 
court martial is founded, shall be exhibited in writing to the proper 
officer, and the pers?n dem~nding the court shall take care that the per
son accused be furmshed with a true copy of the charges, with the spe• 
cifications, at the time he is put under arrest, nor shall any other charge 
or charge~, than those so exhibited, be urged against the person to be 
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tried before the court, unless it appear to the court that intelligence of 
such charge had 1_1ot reached the person demanding the court, when the 
person so to be tried was put under arrest, or that some witness material 
to the s~pport_ of such charge, who was at that time absent, can be pro
duced; m which case, reasonable time shall be given to the person to 
be tried to make his defence against such new charge. Every officer so 
arrested i_s to deliver up his sword to his commanding officer, and to 
con~ne himself to the limits assigned him, under pain of dismission from 
service. 

Art. XXXIX. When the proceedings of any general court martial 
shall have commenced, they shall not be suspended or delayed on ac
count of the absence of any of the members, provided five or more be 
assembled; but the court is enjoined to sit from day to day, Sundays 
excepted, until sentence be given: and no member of said court shall, 
after the proceedings are begun, absent himself therefrom, unless in case 
of sickness or orders to go on duty from a superior officer, on pain of 
being cashiered. 

Art. XL. Whenever a court• martial shall sentence any officer to be 
suspended, the court shall have power to suspend his pay and emolu
ments for the whole, or any part of the time of his suspension. 

Art. XLI. All sentences of courts martial, which shall extend to the 
loss of life, shall require the concurrence of two thirds of the members 
present; and no such sentence shall be carried into execution, until 
confirmed by the President of the United States; or if the trial take 
place out of the United States, until it be confirmed by the commander 
of the fleet or squadron: all other sentences may be determined by a 
majority of votes, and carried into execution on confirmation of the 
commander of the fleet, or officer ordering the court, except such as go 
to the dismission of a commissioned or warrant officer, which are first to 
be approved by the President of the United States. 

A court martial shall not, for any one offence not capital, inflict a 
punishment beyond one hundred lashes. 

Art. XLII. The President of the United States, or when the trial 
takes place out of the United States, the commander of the fleet or 
squadron, shall possess full power to pardon any offence committed 
against these articles, after conviction, or to mitigate the punishment 
decreed by a court martial. 

SEc. 2. Art. I. And be it further enacted, That courts of inquiry 
may be ordered by the President of the U nitcd States, the Secretary of 
the Navy, or the commander of a fleet or squadron, provided such court 
shall not consist of more than three members who shall be commissioned 
officers, and a judge advocate, or person to do duty as such; and such 
courts shall have power to summon witnesses, administer oaths, and 
punish contempt in the same manner as courts martial. But such court 
shall merely state facts, and not give their opinion, unless expressly re
quired so to do in the order for ·convening; and the party, whose conduct 
shall be the subject of inquiry, shall have permission to cross examine 
all the witnesses. 

Art. II. The proceedings of courts of inquiry shall be authenticated 
by the signature of the president of the court and judge advocate, and 
shall, in all cases not capital, or extending to the dismission of a com
missioned or warrant officer, be evidence before a court martial, provided 
oral testimony cannot be obtained. 

Art. III. The judge advocate, or person officiating as such, shall ad
minister to the members the following oath or affirmation : 

"You do swear, ( or affirm) well and truly to examine and i~quire 
according to the evidence, into the matter now before you, without 
partiality or prejudice." 
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After which, the president shall a~lminister to the ju~ge advocate, or 
person officiating as such, the followmg oath or affirmat10n : 

"You do swear ( or affirm) truly to record the proceedings of this 
court, and the evidence to be given in the case in hearing." 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in all cases, where the crews 
of the ships or vessels of the United States shall be separated from their 
vessels, by the latter being wrecked, lost or destroyed! all the command, 
power, and authority, given to the officers of_ such ship~ or vessels, shall 
remain and be in full force as effectually as 1f such ship or vessel were 
not so wrecked, lost, or destroyed, until such ship's company be regu
larly discharged from, or ordered again into the service, or until a court 
martial i,hall be held to inquire into the loss of such ship or vessel; 
and ir' by the sentence of such court, or other satisfactory evidence, it 
shall appear that all or any of the officers and men of such ship's com
pany did their utmost to preserve her, and after the loss thereof behaved 
themselves agreeably to the discipline of the navy, then the pay and emol
uments of such officers and men, or such of them as shall have done 
their duty as aforesaid, shall go on until their discharge or death; and 
every officer or private who shall, after the loss of such vessel, act con
trary to the discipline of the navy, shall be punished at the discretion of 
a court martial, in the same manner as if such vessel had not been so lost. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That all the pay and emoluments 
of such officers and men, of any of the ships or vessels of the United 
States taken by an enemy, who shall appear by the sentence of a court 
martial, or otherwise, to have done their utmost to preserve and defend 
their ship or vessel, and, after the taking thereof, have behaved them
selves obediently to their superiors, agreeably to the discipline of the 
navy, shall go on and be paid them until their death, exchange, or 
discharge. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the proceeds of all ships and 
vessels, and the goods taken on board of them, which shall be adjudged 
good prize, shall, when of equal or superior force to the vessel or ves
sels making the capture, be the sole property of the captors; and when 
of inferior force, shall be divided equally between the United States and 
the officers and men making the capture. 

SEc. 6. And be it [further] enacted, That the prize money, belonging 
to the officerd and men, shall be distributed in the following manner: 

I. To the commanding officers of fleets, squadrons, or single ships, 
three twentieths, of which the commanding officer of the fleet or squad
ron shall have one twentieth, if the prize be taken by a ship or vessel 
acting under his command, and the commander of single ships, two 
twentieths ; but where the prize is taken by a ship acting independently 
of such superior officer, the three twentieths shall belong to her com
mander. 

II .. To sea lieutenants, captains of marines, and sailing masters, two 
twentieths; but where there is a captain, without a lieutenant of ma
rines, these officers shall be entitled to two twentieths and one third of 
a twentieth, which third, in such case, shall be deducted from the share 
of the officers mentioned in article No. III. of this section. 

I~I. To chaplains, lieutenants of marines, surgeons, pursers, boat
swams, gunners, carpenters, and master's mates, two twentieths. 

IV. To midshipmen, surgeon's mates, captain's clerks, schoolmasters 
boatswain's mates, gunner's mates, carpenter's mates ship's stewards' 

·1 k ' ' sa1 -ma ers, masters at arms, armorers, cockswains and coopers three 
twentieths and an half. ' ' 

V. To g~nner's ~eomen, boatswain's yeomen, quartermasters, quarter
gunners, sail-maker s mates, sergeants and corporals of marines, drum
mers, fifers and extra petty officers, two twentieths and an half. 
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VI. To seamen, ordinary seamen, marines, and all other persons 
doing duty on board, seven twentieths. 

VII. Whenever one or more public ships or vessels are in sight at the 
time any one or more ships are taking a prize or prizes, they shall all 
share equally in the prize or prizes, according to the number of men 
and guns on board each ship in sight. 

No commander of a fleet or squadron shall be entitled to receive any 
share of prizes taken by vessels not under his immediate command; 
nor of such prizes as may have been taken by ships or vessels intended 
to be placed under his command, before they have acted under his im
mediate orders; nor shall a commander of a fleet or squadron, leaving 
the station where he had the command, have any share in the prizes 
taken by ships left on such station, after he has gone out of the limits 
of his said command. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That a bounty shall be paid by 
the United States, of twenty dollars for each person on board any ship 
of an enemy at the commencement of an engagement, which shall be 
sunk or destroyed by any ship or vessel belonging to the United States 
of equal or inferior force, the same to be divided among the officers 
and crew in the same manner as prize money. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every officer, seaman, or ma
rine, disabled in the line of his duty, shall be entitled to receive for life, 
or during his disability, a pen)lion from the United States according to 
the nature and degree of his disability, not exceeding one half his 
monthly pay. 

SEc. 9. And be it [furtliei·] enacted, That all money accruing, or 
which has already accrued to the United States from the sale of prizes, 
shall be and remain forever a fund for the payment of pensions and 
half pay, should the same be hereafter granted, to the officers and sea
men who may be entitled to receive the same; and if the said fund shall 
be insufficient for the purpose, the public faith is hereby pledged to 
make up the deficiency; but if it should be more than sufficient, the 
surplus shall be applied to the making of further provision for the com
fort of the disabled officers, seamen, and marines, and for such as, 
though not disabled, may merit by their bravery, or long and faithful 
services, the gratitude of their country. 

SEc. 10. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the said fund shall be 
under the management and direction of the Secretary of the Navy, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, for the time being, 
who are hereby authorized to receive any sums to which the United 
States may be entitled from the sale of prizes, and employ and invest 
the same, and the interest arising therefrom, in any manner which a 
majority of them may deem most advantageous. And it shall be the 
duty of the said commissioners to lay before Congress, annually, in the 
first week of their session, a minute statement of their proceedings rela
tive to the management of said fund. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlter enacted, That the act passed the second 
day of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, 
intituled "An act for the government of the navy of the United States," 
from and after the first day of June next, shall be, and hereby is 
repealed. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXIV.-An Act respecting the Jfint.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and 1-Iousc of Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum 
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equal to the am?unt of the_ cents and half cents, which shal~ have been 
coined at the mmt, and delivered to the treasurer of the Umted States, 
subsequent to the third day of March, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, shall be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the purchase of copper for the further coinage of cents and half 
cents; and that a sum equal to the amount of cents and half cents, 
which shall be hereaft€T coined at the mint, and delivered to the trea
surer qf the United States in any one year, shall be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the annual purchase of copper for the coinage 
of cents and half cents, which sums shall be payable out of any monies 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be retained from 
every deposit in the mint, of gold or silver bullion below the standard of 
the United States, such sum as shall be equivalent to the expense incur
red in refining the same, and an accurate account of such expense on 
every such deposit shall be kept, and of the sums retained on account 
of the same, which shall be accounted for by the treasurer of the mint, 
with the treasury of the United States. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 

April 24, 1800. CHAP, XXXV.-.9n Act to continue £n force the act in addition to the act for the 
punishment rf certain crimes against tl1e United States. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of June Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the 

5, 1794, ch. 50. United States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on 
the fifth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, inti. 
tuled, "An act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United State~," and which by the tenth section there
of was limited to continue in force for and during the term of two years 
from passing the same, and from thence to the end of the next session 
of Congress thereafter, and no longer; and which said act was, by an 
act passed on the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred 

Act of .:I-larch and ninety-seven, intituled "An act to continue in force for a limited 
2, l797, ch. 5• time, the act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain crimes 

against the United States," further continued in force for two years from 
the said second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
seven, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress there
after, shall continue and be in force without limitation of time, any thing 
in any act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

STATUTE l. 

April 24, 1800. 

[Obsolete.) 

Vol. i.426. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXVI.-.an JJ.cl to repeal the act laying Duties on mills and implements 
employed in the manufacture ef Snttjf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati-ves of the 
United States of America in Cong1·ess assemblf',d, That so much of the 
act, intituled "An act to alter and amend the act, intituled 'An act lay
ing certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,'" passed on the third 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, as imposes 
a duty upon mills and implements employed in the manufacture of snuff, 
or allows a drawback upon the exportation of snuff manufactured within 
the United States, shall be, and the same hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 
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CHAP, XXXVll,-.lln.11.cttomakefurther provision for the rem011al and accommo
dation of the' Government rf the U11ited States. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and hereby is authorized and em
powered, to direct the various offices belonging to the several executive 
departments _of the United St~tes, to be removed to the city of Washing
ton, at any tune that he shall Judge proper, after the adjournment of the 
present session of Congress, and before the time heretofore appointed by 
law for such removal. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of providing 
furniture for the house erected in the city of Washington, for the accom
modation of the President of the United States, a sum not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars be expended, under the direction of the heads 
of the several departments of state, of the treasury, of war, and of the 
navy. 

Siw. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the suitable accommoda
tion of Congress at the city of Washington, the secretaries of the four 
executive departments, or any three of them, shall be, and hereby are 
authorized and directed to cause suitable furniture to be forthwith pro
vided for the apartments, which are to be occupied in the capitol at the 
said city, by the two houses respectively, and for the offices and commit
tee rooms of each; and to cause the said apartments, offices and commit
tee rooms to be furnished in a suitable manner, so as to be ready for the 
reception of Congress on the day fixed by law for the removal of the go
vernment to the said city; and that for defraying the expenses incident 
to the furnishing of the said apartments, offices, and committee rooms, 
and to the removal of the books, papers, and records belonging to the 
said offices respectively, there shall be, and hereby is appropriated a sum 
not exceeding nine thousand dollars. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the greater convenience 
of the members of both houses of Congress in attending their duty in 
the said city of Washington, and the greater facility of communication 
between the various departments and offices of the government, there 
shall be rriade foot-ways in the said city in suitable places and directions; 
and that the said foot-ways shall be made by the commissioners of the 
said city, under the direction of the secretaries of the four executive 
departments of the United States, who, or any three of whom, shall forth
with take order therefor, and in such manner, at such places, and in 
such directions as they or any three of them shall judgo most proper for 
the purposes aforesaid, and shall appoint; and that if the said secretaries, 
or any three of them, shall find on examination, that there is not in the 
hands of the said commissioners a sum sufficient for making the said 
foot-ways, over and above what may have been destined by the said com
missioners, or may, in the opinion of the said secretaries, o_r any three 
of them, be necessary for the accomplishment of other obJects neces
sary for the accommodation of the government, or its removal as afore
said, then the said secretaries, or any three of them, shall be, and hereby 
are authorized and required to draw out of the treasury of the United 
States, and apply to the purpose of making the said foot-ways, any sum 
which may be necessary therefor, not exceeding ten thousand dollars: 
which sum is hereby appropriated for the said purpose. And all the 
lots in the city of Washington, now vested in the said commissioners, 
or in trustees in any manner for the use of the United States, and now 
remaining unsold, excepting those set apart for public purposes, shall 
be, and are hereby declared and made chargeable with the repayment 
of the said sum of ten thousand dollars, which shall be advanced in 
pursuance of this act, and the interest accruing thereon. 
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SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the purcl1a,:~ of_ such 
books as may be necessary for the use of Congress at the s~1? city of 
Washington, and for fitting up a suitable apartment for contamrng them 
and for placing them therein, the sum of ~ve thousand dollars shall be, and 
hereby is appropriated; and that the said purchase shall be made br the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk o~ the House of Representatives, 
pursuant to such di~e?tions aS" sJiall be given, and such catalog~e as shall 
be furnished by a JOlllt committee of both. houses of Congtess to ?e 
appointed for that purpose; and _that_ the sai~ bo_oks shall be placed m 
one suitable apartment in the capitol 111 the said city, for the use of both 
houses of Congress and the members ther_eof, accord in!$ to such regula
tions as the committee aforesaid shall devise ana establish. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted,_ That the several appropriati_ons 
aforesaid shall be paid out of any monies m the treasury of the Umted 
States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXVIJI.-.-:?n .II.ct to autliorizt tl,e President rf the United States lo 
accept, for the United States, a cession of jurisdiction of the forritory west cf 
Pennsylvania, commonly called the TYestem Reserve of Conneclicut. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Rep1·escntatives of tlie United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized to execute and deliver 
letters patent in the name and behalf of the United States, to the 
gorernor of the state of Connecticut for the time being, for the use and 
benefit of the persons holding and claiming under the state of Connec
ticut, their heirs and assigns for ever, whereby all the right, title, interest 
and estate of the United States, to the soil of that tract of land lying 
west of the west line of Pennsylvania, as claimed by the state of Penn
sylvania, and as the same has been actually settled, ascertained and run 
in conformity to an agreement between the said state of Pennsylvania 
and the state of Virginia, and extending from said line westward one 
hundred and twenty statute mile~ in length, and in breadth throughout 
the said limits in length from the completion of the forty-first degree of 
north latitude, until it comes to forty-two degrees and two minutes north 
latitude, including all that territory commonly called the Western Re
serve of Connecticut, and which was excepted by said state of Connec
ticut out of the cession by the said state heretofore made to th_e United 
States, and accepted by a resolution of Congress of the fourteenth of 
September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, shall be released 
and conveyed as aforesaid to the said governor of Connecticut, and his 
successors in said office, for ever, for the purpose of quieting the grantees 
and purchasers under said state of Connecticut, and confirming their 
titles to the soil of the said tract of land. 

P1·ovided ltowever, That such letters patent 5hall not be executed and 
delivered, unless the state of Connecticut shall, within eight months from 
passing this act, by a legislative act, renounce for ever, for the use and 
benefit of the United States, and of the several individual states who may 
~e therein concerned respectively, and of all those deriving claims or 
titles from them or any of them, all territorial and jurisdictional claims 
whatever, under any grant, charter or charters whatever, to the soil and 
jurisdiction of any and all lands whatever lying westward, northwest
ward, and southwestward of those counties in the state of Connecticut, 
which are bounded wcstwardly by the eastern line of the state of New 
York, as ascertained by agreement between Connecticut and New York, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty-three, excepting only 
from such renunciation the claim of said state of Connecticut, and of 
those claiming from or under the said state, to the soil of said tract of 
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land herein described unJer the name of the Western Reserve of Con
necticut. 

And pronided also, that the said state of Connecticut shall, within the 
said eight months from and after passing this act, by the agent or agents 
of ~aid state duly authorized by the legislature thereof, execute and 
deliver to the acceptance of the President of the United States, a deed 
expressly releasing to the United States the jurisdictional claim of the 
said state of Connecticut, to the said tract of land herein described 
under the name of the Western Reserve of Connecticut, and shall 
deposit an exemplification of said act of renunciation, under the seal of 
the said state of Connecticut, together with said deed releasing said 
jurisdiction, in the office of the department of state of the U nitf'd States, 
which deed of cession when so deposited shall vest the jurisdiction of 
said territory in the United States: Provided, that neither this act, nor any 
thing contained therein, shall be construed so as in any manner to draw 
into question the conclusive settlement of the dispute between Pennsyl
vania and Connecticut, by the decree of the federal court at Trenton, 
nor to impair the right of Pennsylvania or any other state, or of any 
person or persons claiming under that or any other state, in any existing 
dispute concerning the right, either of soil or of jurisdiction, with the 
state of Connecticut, or with any person or persons claiming under the 
state of Connecticut: And provided also, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed in any manner to pledge the United States for the 
extinguishment of the Indian title to the said lands, or further than 
merely to pass the title of the United States thereto. 

APPROVED, April 28, 1800. 

VHAP. XXXIX.-An .!let to provide for rebuilding the Ligldhouse at New Lon
dun ; fur the support ,if a Lighthousa at Clark's Poi11i ; for the erection and sup
port ,if a Lighthouse at Wigwam Poi11t, and for other purposes. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlic Senate and House ef Representat-ives 
qf tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, there shall be purchased for 
the use of the United States, so much land contiguous to their territory, 
now occupied for the lighthouse at New London, as shall be sufficient 
for vaults and any other purpose, necessary for the better support of the 
said lighthouse: Provided, that the legislature of the state of Connec
ticut shall cede to the United States the jurisdiction of such additional 
territory. 

SF.c. 2. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized, at his discretion, to procure 
a new lantern with suitable distinctions, and to cause convenient vaults 
to be erected, and the said lighthouse at New London to be rebuilt. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the lighthouse lately erected 
at Clark's Point, so called, at the entrance of Accushnet river, within the 
town of New Bedford, in the state of Massachusetts, shall and may be 
supported at the expense of the United States: And the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall and may appoint a keeper thereof, and take further 
order respecting the same as in other cases : Provided, that the property 
and jurisdictiou of the said lighthouse, and sufficient territory for the 
accommodation thereof, shall be fully ceded and legally vested in the 
United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, there shall be provided and maintained at 
the expense of the United States, not exceeding six buoys to be placed 
within Buzzard's Bay, upon the most dangerous ledges there, in such 
manner as the safetv of navigation in that on.y requires. 

Vo1 .. TJ.-8 
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SEC. 5. And be it .furtlter enacted,_ That the ~ecretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby autho~1zed and ?Irected to caus~ a_ suffi
cient lighthouse to be erected on Wigwam Pomt, so called,_ w1t~nn the 
town of Gloucester, in the state of Massachusetts, where 1t will best 
serve the purpose of discovering the_ entrance ?f Anesquam harbor, 
and to appoint a keeper, and otherwise to. provide for the s~pport of 
such lighthouse at the expense of the U mted States: Provided, that 
sufficient land for the accommodation of such lighthouse, together with 
the jurisdiction thereof, shall be duly and legally granted to and vested 
in the United States. 

SEC. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be and hereby are 
appropriated for providing the s~id buoys, a ~u~ not exceedin~ three 
hundred dollars, and for the erect10n of the said lighthouse at Wigwam 
Point, a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars,_ to be paid out of any 
monies which may be in the treasury of the U mted States not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1800. 

CHAP, XL.-.lln .!let SUl!Jllementary to the laws now in force,jixing lite Ci1mpen
satiom ef the oj/icers ef the Senate and House ef Representatives. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, the officers of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
herein after mentioned, shall be, and hereby :.ire entitled to receive, in 
addition to their compensations as now fixed by law, the following sums, 
that is to say: The Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, two hundred and fifty dollars each, in addition to their 
salaries as at present established by law; and each of their principal 
and engrossing clerks, in addition to their per diem allowance as estab
lished by law, two hundred dollars per annum. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sergeant-at-arms of the 
Senate, who also performs the duty of doorkeeper, the sergeant-at-arms 
of the House of Representatives, and the doorkeeper of the House of 
Representatives, shall be and hereby are entitled to receive five hundred 
dollars per annum each, and two dollars a day during the session ; and 
the assistant doorkeepers of the Senate and House of Representatives 
four hundred and fifty dollars per annum each, and two dollars per day 
during the session, in lieu of the compensations heretofore established 
by law, which compensations shall commence from the commencement 
of the present session. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force for and during the term of two years and no longer. 

APPROVED, May 2, 1800. 

CHAP, XLI.-.Bn act to divide the territory ef the United States northweRt ef tl,t 
Ohio, into two separate governments.( a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and J£ouse of Representative$ 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
aft~r the fourth day of July next, all that part of the territory of the 
Umted States northwest of the Ohio river, which lies to the westward 
of a line beginning at the Ohio, opposite to the mouth of Kentucky 
river, and running thence to Fort Recovery, and thence north until it 
shall intersect the territorial line between the United States and Canada, 

(n) .•\ct of '.IIay I, 1802, r,hap. 44; act of April 30, 1802, chap. 10. 
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shal_l, for the purposes of temporary government, constitute a separate 
territory, and be called the Indiana Territory. 

SEc. Q. And be it furtlier enacted, That there shall be established 
Vl'.ithin the said te~ritory a government in all respects similar to that pro
vided by the ordmance of Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of 
July one t~ousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for the government 
of the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio· and 
the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to, and enjoy all and sin'.gular 
the rights, privileges and advantages granted and secured to the people 
by the said ordinance. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the officers for the said terri
tory, who by virtue of this act shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall respectively exercise the same powers, perform the same duties, 
and receive for their services ihe same compensations as by the ordi
nance aforesaid and the laws of the United States, have been provided 
and established for similar officers in the territory of the United States 
northwest of the river Ohio. And the duties and emoluments of su
perintendent of Indian affairs shall be united with those of governor: 
Provided, that the President of the United States shall have full power, 
in the recess of Congress, to appoint and commission all officers herein 
authorized; and their commissions shall continue in force until the end 
of the next session of Congress. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the ordinance 
for the government of the territory of the United States northwest of 
the Ohio river, as relates to the organi,,ation of a general as~embly 
therein, and prescribes the powers thereof, shall be in force and operate 
in the Indiana territory, whenever satisfactory evidence shall be given to 
the governor thereof, that such is the wish of a majority of the freehold
ers, notwithstanding there may not be therein five thousand free male 
inhabitants of the age of twenty-one years and upwards: Provided, that 
until there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of twenty-one 
years and upwards in said territory, the whole number of representa
tives to the general assembly shall not be less than seven, nor more 
than nine, to be apportioned by the governor to the several counties in 
the said territory, agreeably to the number of free males of the age of 
twenty-one years and upwards which they may respectively contain. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed so as in any manner to affect the government now in 
force in the territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio river, 
further than to prohibit the exercise thereof within the Indiana territory, 
from and after the aforesaid fourth day of July next: Provided, that 
whenever that part of the territory of the United States which lies to the 
eastward of a line beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami river, and 
running thence due north to the territorial line between the United States 
and Canada, shall be erected into an independent state, and admitted 
into the Union ou an equal footing with the original states, thenceforth 
said line shall become and remain permanently the boundary line between 
such state and the Indiana territory; any thing in this act contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That until it shall be otherwise 
ordered by the legislatures of the said territories respectively, Ch~licothe, 
on Scioto river, shall be the seat of the government of the territory of 
the United States northwest of the Ohio river; and that Saint Vin
cennes, on the Wabash river, shall be the seat of the government for 
the Indiana territory. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 
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CHAP. XLII.-.Bn .Bet to enable the President of the United States to borrow 
money for the public service. 

SEc'l'ION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and !louse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress as?cmbled, . That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and hereby 1s authonzed to borrow 
on behalf of the United States, from the Bank of the United States, which 
is hereby authorized to lend the same, or from any other body or bodies 
politic or corporate, or fro1!1 any person or persons, and upon _such terms 
and conditions, as he shall Judge most advantagecus for the Umted States, 
a sum not exceeding three millions five hundred thousand dollars, in 
addition to the monies to be received into the treasury of the United 
States from faxes, for making up any deficiency in any appropriation 
heretofore made by law, or to be made during the present session of 
Congress, and defraying the expenses ':"!1i_ch may be i~curred by calling 
into actual service any part of the militia of the Umted Stntes, or by 
raising, equipping and calling. i!1to actual service any regu_lar troops or 
volunteers, pursuant to authonl!es vested,. or to be vested m the Presi
dent of the United States by law: Provided, that no engagement nor 
contract shall be entered into, which shall preclude the United States 
from reimbursing any sum or sums borrowed, at any time after the expi
ration of fifteen years from the date of suoh loan. 

SEC, 2. And be it furtlter enaeted, That so much as may be neces
sary of the surplus of the duties on imports and tonnage, beyond the per
manent appropriations heretofore charged upon them by law, shall be 
and hereby is pledged and appropriated for paying the interest of all 
such monies as may be borrowed pursuant to this act, according to the 
terms and conditions on which the loan or loans respectively may be 
effected; and also for paying and discharging the principal sum or sums 
of any such loan or loans, according to the terms and conditions to be 
fixed as aforesaid. And the faith of the United States shall be, and 
hereby is pledged to establish sufficient permanent revenues for making 
up any deficiency, that may hereafter appear in the provisions for pay
ing the said interest and principal sums, or any of them, in manner 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it .further enacted, That the sums, to be borrowed 
pursuant to this act, shall be paid into the treasury of the United States, 
and there separately accounted for; and that the same shall be, and 
hereby are appropriated in the manner following : 

First, to make up any deficiency in any appropriation heretofore made 
by law, or to be made during the present session of Congress: and, se
condly, to defray the expenses which may be incurred before the end of 
the next session of Congress, by calling into actual service any part of 
the militia of the United States, or by raising, equipping and calling 
into actual service any regular troops or volunteers, pursuant to autho
rities vested or to be vested in the President of the United States by law. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

Cu AP. XLIIl.-/ln .Bet io continue in frn-ce "..in act laying an additional duty on 
Salt imported into the United Stales, and fin- other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Repnsentatives of tlte 
Unit~d States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on 
!he. e1ghth}ay of Julr, one thou~a.nd seven hundred ?nd ninety-seven, 
mt~tuled An act laymg an add1t10nal duty on salt imported into the 
Umt~d St~tes, and for other p~rposes," shall be, and the same is hereby 
contmued m force for and durmg the term of ten years from the third 
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day of March, one thousand eight hundred, and from thence to the end 
of the next session of Congress thereafter and no longer. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP. XL V .-.An .!Jct to authorize the sale and conveyance rf lands, in certain 
cases, by the Marshal, rf the United States, and to confirm former sales. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That where the 
United States shall have obtained judgment in civil actions, brought in 
those states wherein by the laws and practice of such states lands or 
other real estate belonging to the debtor are delivered to the creditor in 
satisfaction of such judgment, and shall have received seisin and posses
sion of lands so delivered, it shall be lawful for the marshal of the district 
wherein such lands or other real estate arc situated, under thz directions 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to expose the same to sale at public 
auction, and to execute a grant thereof to the highest bidder, on re-. 
ceiving payment of the foll purchase money; which grant, so made, shall 
vest in such purchaser all the right, estate, and interest of the U uited 
States in and to such lands, or other real estate. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sales heretofore made by 
collectors of certain districts of the United States, oflands or other real 
estate delivered as aforesaid to the United States, shall be, and they are 
hereby confirmed: Provided, that this confirmation shall not extend to 
any sale, unless the condition of such sale has been complied with by 
the purchaser. 

SEc. 3. And be itfw·tlier enacted, That whenever a marshal shall sell 
any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, by virtue of process from a court 
of the United States, and shall die, or be removed from office, or the 
term of his commission expire, before a deed shall be executed for the 
same by him to the· purchaser; in every such case the purchaser or 
plaintiff, at whose suit the sale was made, may apply to the court from 
which the process i8sued, and set forth the case, assigning the reason 
why the title was not perfected by the marshal who sold the same; and 
thereupon the court may order the marshal for the time being to perfect 
the title, and execute a deed to the purchaser, he.paying the purchase 
money and costs remaining unpaid; and where a marshal shall take in 
execution any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, and shall die, or be 
removed from oflice, or the term of his commission expire before sale, 
or other final disposition made of the same; in every such case, the like 
process shall issue to the succeeding marshal, and the same proceedings 
shall be had, as if such former marshal had not died or been removed, 
or the term of his commission had not expired: and the provisions in this 
section contained shall be, and they are hereby extended to all the cases 
respectively which may have happened before the passing of this act. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP, XL VI.-.B11 .Act for tlte regulation of public .llrscnals and Magazines. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the several 
officers who now are, or hereafter may be employed in the armories of 
the United States, shall be entitled to, and shall receive the foll~wing 
compensations, in addition to their pay as established by law, to ~1t: A 
superintendent of such armory three ra~ions per day, or an equ~valent 
in money; and a master armorer two rat10ns per day, or an eqmvalent 
in money. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enactrd, That if any person shall procure, or 
F 
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entice any artificer or workman, retained or employed in an)' arsenal or 
armory of the United States, to depart from the same durmg the con
tinuance of his engagement, or avoid or break his contract with the 
United States, or· who after due notice of the engagement of any such 
workman or armorer, in any arsenal or armory, shall during the continu
ance of such engagement, retain, hire, or in any wise e~ploy, harbor, 
or conceal such artificer or workman, the person so offendmg shall, upon 
conviction, be fined at the discretion of the co~rt not exceeding fi.fty 
dollars, or be imprisoned for any term not exceedmg three months. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlzcr enacted, That if any artificer or workman 
hired, retained, or employed in any public arsenal ~r armory, shall, wan
tonly and carelessly, break, impair, or destroy any implements, tools, or 
utensils, or any stock, or materials for making guns, the property of the 
United States; or shall wilfully and obstinately refuse to perform the 
services lawfully assigned to him, pursuant to his contract, every such 
person shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty dollars for every such act 
of disobedience or breach of contract, to be recovered in any court 
having competent jurisdiction thereof. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all artificers and workmen, 
who are or shall be employed in the said armories, shall be, and they 
are hereby exempted, during their time of service, from all military ser
vice, and service as jurors in any court. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP, XLVII.-.8n .!let making appmpriations for thesuP'port of Government 
for the year one thousand eight hundred. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and .House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the 
expenditure of the civil list, including the contingent expenses of the 
several departments and officers; for the compensation of clerks in the 
several loan offices, and for books and stationery for the same; for the 
payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint establish
ment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for the sup
port of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, and for satisfying 
certain miscellaneous claims and expenses; the following sums be, and 
are hereby appropriated, that is to say : 

For the compensation granted by law to the President and Vice Pre
sident of the United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For the like compensations granted to the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated 
for a session of six months continuance, one hundred and ninety thou
sand one hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two Houses of Congress, including the sum 
stipulated to be paid in pursuance of a resolution of March second, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, for supplying both Houses 
with the journals of Congress, twenty-one thousand six hundred and 
sixty-four dollars and forty cents. 

For the compensations granted by law to the chief justice, associate 
judges, district judges, and attorney-general, forty-five thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For the compensations granted by law to the district attornies, and 
for defraying the expense of clerks of courts, jurors and witnesses, in 
aid of the fund arising from fines, forfeitures, and penalties ; and like
wis.e for defraying the expenses of prosecution for offences against the 
Umted States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, thirty-three thousand 
four hundred dollars. 
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For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per- Specific ap. 
sons employed in his office, eleven thousand one hundred and eighty- propriations. 
nine dollars and eighty-one cents. ~ 

For expenses of stationery, printing, translating of foreign languages, 
allowance to persons employed in receiving and transmitting passports 
and sea-letters in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, eight 
hundred doHars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the Treasury, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seven
teen dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand one hundred and sixty dollars 
and ninetv-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Auditor, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the 'I'rf!asurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, five thousand nine hundred and seventeen dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and all other 
contingencies in the Treasurer's office, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the Revenue, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, six thousand one hundred and ninety
three dollars and six cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Commissioner of the Revenue, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the Treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in. his office, sixteen thousand three hundred and forty-two 
dollars and one cent. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Register's office, (including books for the public stocks and for 
the arrangement of the marine papers,) two thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For firewood, stationery, office and store rent for the Purveyor, nine 
hundred and sixteen dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the payment of rent for the several houses employed in the 
Treasury department, ( except the Treasurer's office) two thousand 
seven hundred and thirty dollars and sixty-six cents. 

For the expense of firewood and candles in the several offices of the 
Treasury department, ( except the Treasurer's office) three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating and printing the 
public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred, (including an 
increase of two hundred dollars in consequence of an extension of the 
revenue and expenditures) one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expf!nse incident to the removal of the books and 
records of the Treasury department from Philadelphia to Trenton, 
during part of the summer of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, including the extra expenses of the several officers, clerks 
and messengers in each office, five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expense incident to the removal of the loan office of Penn
sylvania from Philadelphia, during part of the summer of the year one 
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thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, including _the extra expenses 
of the clerks, in the said office, three hundred ar~d _six dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks to t~e C_omnnss10ncrs ?f Loans, and 
an allowance to certain loan officers m lieu of clerk lure, and to de
fray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, fifteen thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, eleve~ thousand three_ hundred_ dollars. 

For the incidental and contmgent expenses m the said department, 
thirteen thousand dollars. 

For the expenses incident to the r_emoval of the Department of State 
from Philadelphia to Trenton, dunn_g part _of t~e su~mer of the year 
one thousand seven hundred and mnety-mne, mcludmg the extra ex
penses of the Secretary for_ the department,. the clerks and messengers 
therein five hundred and eight dollars and sixty cents. 

For ~ompensation to the following officers of the Mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars, and two at five hundred dollars 

each, one thousand seven hundred dollars. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of 

melting, refining, coining, carpenters, millwrights, and smiths' work, 
including the sum of eight hundred dollars per annum allowed to an 
assistant coiner and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the 
iron work, seven thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of ironmongery, lead, wood, coals, stationery, office 
furniture, and for all other contingencies of the establishment of the 
mint, six thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary at War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand one hundred and ninety dollars. 

For expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and other contin
gent expenses in the office of the Secretary at War, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the War department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand eight hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the "\<Var 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For the expense incident to the removal of the War department from 
Philadelphia to Trenton, during part of the summer of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, including the extra expenses 
of the Secretary for the department, the accountant, the Paymaster-Gene
ral, the Quartermaster-General, the keeper of military stores, clerks and 
messengers in each office, four thousand four hundred and twenty-six 
dollars and fifty-six cents. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including deficiencies in former appropriations 
for clerk hire, nine thousand one hundred and fifty-two dollars and 
twenty-five cents. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and other con
tingencies in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, three thousand three 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the Navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
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For expense of removing the department of the Navy from Philadel- Specific ap. 
phia to Trenton, during part of the summer of the year one thousand propriations. 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, including the extra expenses of the Sec-
retary for the department, the accountant, clerks and messengers in 
e~ch office, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four dollars and fifty-
nme cents. 

For compensation to the Surveyor-General, two thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the assistant surveyors, chain carriers, axe men 

~nd other persons employed, stationery and other contingent expenses 
m the Surveyor-General's department, (in addition to former appropria
tions) two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the terri
tory northwest of the river Ohio, five thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, printing patents for land, office rent, and 
other contingent expenses in the said territory, three hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, Assistant Postmaster. 
General, clerks, and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
nine thousand three hundred dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and other contin
gent expenses in the office of the Postmaster-Gen-era!, and for the expense 
incident to the removal of the general post-office from Philadelphia to 
Trenton during part of the summer of the year one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-nine, including the extra expenses of the Post:master
General, his assistant, and clerks; with expenses incurred by the post
master at Philadelphia, by a removal of his office to a more healthy part 
of the city, and of his increased expenses in attending to the duties of 
his office in the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-eight, and one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, 
four thousand and eighty-one dollars and forty-nine cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States on account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as 
shall have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, 
and which are of a nature according to the usage thereof to require pay
ment in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred fifty-three dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars, and shoals, and for occa
sional improvement in the construction of lanterns and lamps, and ma
terials used therein, and to make good deficiencies in former appropria
tions occasioned by the increased number of lighthouses, thirty-uine 
thousand three hundred and ninety-two dollars and three cents. 

For repairing Charleston lighthouse, five thousand nine hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Old Point Comfort (in addition to former 
appropriations) one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For rebuilding, altering, and improving the lighthouse at New Lon
don, fifteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the payment of contracts entered into for building of a lighthouse 
on Cape Hatteras, and a beacon on Shell Castle island, (the balance of 
former appropriations being carried to the credit of the surplus fund) 
thirty-five thousand six hundred and ninetv-eight dollars. 

V OJ,. II.-9 F 2 
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For the payment of balances which may be found due to individuals, 
in consequence of settlements at the treasury, pursuant to the act of 
Congress passed on the twelfth day of June, ~ne thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-eight, intituled "An act respectmg loan-office and final set
tlement certificates," &c. twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of printing, with d~vices, the subscription 
certificates, and issuing the same to the su~scnbers to the loan of fi~e 
millions of dollars, cost of paper; also, the mc1dental expenses of.said 
Joan in its operation at the Bank of the United States; and likewise for 
printing certificates of the e!ght per cent. stock for the treasurr, ~nd the 
several Joan offices, includmg the cost of paper, and other mc1dental 
expenses of funding this stock, _five thousand dollars. . . 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands agamst the Umted 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall h~ve been admitted in a due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature accord
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations during. the pre
sent year, in addition to the sum of forty thousand dollars appropriated 
by law for that purpose, the sum of fifty-two thousand dollars. 

For further expenses in carrying into effect the sixth article of the 
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation between the United States 
and Great Britain, including the expenses authorized by the act inti
tuled, " An act directing the appointment of agents in relation to the 
sixth article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation between 
the United States and Great Britain," fifty-two thousand five hundred 
and fifty-six dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners under the seventh article of the 
said treaty, including the contingent expenses, sixteen thousand four 
hundred and forty-four dollars. 

For the salaries, clerk hire, office rent, and other contingencies of 
the two agents residing in England on business relative to the said 
seventh article, nine thousand dollars. 

For further expenses in carrying into effect the treaty of amity, navi
gation, and limits, between the United States and Spain, twenty thou
sand dollars. 

For the difference between the cost of the stipulated articles in the 
annuity to the Dey and Regency of Algiers, and the permanent appro
priation therefor, fifty-six thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the valuation of lands and 
houses, and enumeration of slaves, within the United States, as directed 
by the act of July the ninth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight, in addition to the sum appropriated by that act, two hundred and 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars reserved by the act "making provision for the 
debt of the United States," and out of any money which may be in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP. XL VIII.-.Rn J1ct making appropriations for the Military Establishment 
ef the United States, in the year one thousand eigltt hundred. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
<JI the United States <!f America in Congress assembled, That for defray
mg the expenses of the military establishment of the United States, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred, the pay and subsistence of the 
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officers and men, bounties and premiums, the clothing, hospital, ord
nance, quartermaster's and Indian departments, tho defensive protection 
of t~e ~rontiers, the contingent expenses of the war department, for the 
fabncat1on of cannon and arms, and purchase of ammunition, and for 
the payment of military pensions, the sum of three millions, forty-two 
thousand five hundred and seventy-six dollars and thirty-five cents be, 
and is hereby appropriated, that is to say: _ 

For the pay of the army of the United States, one million eighteen 
thousand six hundred and twenty dollars. 

For the subsistence of the army, seven hundred and eighty-seven 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-six dollars and thirty-five cents. 

For forage, the sum of thirty-six thousand six hundred and seventy• 
two dollars. 

For horses to replace those which may die, or become unfit for ser
vice, the sum of five thousand dollars. 

For clothing, the sum of two hundred and fifty-seven thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, the sum of fourteen thousand dollars. 
For the hospital department, the sum of fifty-one thousand dollars. 
For the ordnance department, the sum of one hundred and thirteen 

thousand five hundred and twenty-two dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, the sum of five hundred and 

twenty-eight thousand and sixty-five dollars. 
For paying annuities to the following nations of Indians, in pursu

ance of treaties: To the Six Nations, Cherokees, Chickasaws and Creeks, 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 

For promoting civilization among the Indian tribes, and pay of tem
porary agents, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 

For expense attending the running of the line of demarkation be
tween the Indian territory of the United States, including the pay of 
commissioners, surveyors and assistants, the sum of four thousand 
dollars. 

For the defensive protection of the frontiers of the United States, 
including the erection and repairs of forts and fortifications, the sum of 
sixty thousand dollars. 

For loss of stores, allowances to officers on being ordered to distant 
commands, and for special purposes; advertising and apprehending de
serters, printing, purchasing maps, and other contingencies, the sum of 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the annual allowance to the invalids of the United States, for 
their pensions from the fifth of March one thousand eight hundred, to 
the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred and one, the sum of 
ninety-three thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the fabrication of can
non and arms, and the purchase of ammunition for the army and navy, 
and for the militia of the United States, in addition to the sums unex
pended of the appropriations made by the acts of Congress of. the 
fourth of May and first of July seventeen hundred and ninety-eight, 
the sum of two hundred and sixty thousand dollars shall be, and hereby 
is appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing appropria
tions shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United 
States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 
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CHAP. XLJX.-An JJ.ct to eIJtablish the district of Kennebunk, and to annex Lyme 
to New London; and to alter th.e district of Bermuda Hundred and City Point; 
and therein to amend the act intituled ".!in act to regulate the collection ef duties 
on imports and tonnage." 
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from a~d 
after the thirtieth day of June next, the towns of Wells and Arundel, m 
the state of Massachusetts, and all the shores and waters thereof, shall 
be a district, to be called the district of Kennebunk, of which the port 
of Kennebunk shall be the sole port of entry; and the ports of Wells and 
Cape Porpoise shall be ports o'. delivery only, and a collector for the 
district shall be appointed to reside at Kennebunk. 

SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That ships and vessels owned in 
whole or in part in the towns of Edgecomb and Newcastle, in th~ district 
of Maine, having entered in due form of la_w at the port o~ Wiscasset, 
and taken on board an officer, shall be permitted to unlade m the parts 
of the said towns which adjoin Sheepscut river. 

SEC. 3. And be it farther enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the town of Lyme, in the state of Connecticut, and 
the shores and waters thereof, shall be annexed as a port of delivery 
only to the district of New London, and all vessels bound to or from the 
said port of Lyme, shall first come to, enter, and clear at the said port 
of New London: Provided however, that the surveyor appointed to 
reside at Saybrook shall be authorized to visit and inspect ships or ves
sels arriving at said port of Lyme, and generally•to perform the duties 
of a surveyor, as may be requisite within said port. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the district of Bermuda Hundred and City Point as 
at present constituted, in the state of Virginia, shall be called the district 
of Petersburg, to comprehend Petersburg, City Point, and all the waters, 
shores, bays, harbors, and inlets of James river, from Hood's and the 
junction ofChicahoming to the junction of the James and Appamattox 
rivers, and from thence to the highest tide-water of Appamattox, and 
also the Chicahoming to its highest tide-water mark ; and the port for 
the said district shall extend from Petersburg to City Point. And an
other district shall be formed to be called the district of Richmond, to 
comprehend Richmond, and Manchester, and Bermuda Hundred, and 
all the waters, shores, bays, harbors, and inlets of James river from Ber
muda Hundred, including the harbor thereof, to the highest tide-water 
of James river; and the port shall extend from Richmond and Manches
ter to Bermuda Hundred. The office of collector for the district of 
Petersburg shall be kept in the town of Petersburg; and a collector 
shall be appoint!ld for the Richmond district, whose office shall be kept 
in the city of Richmond ; and the surveyors within those two districts 
shall continue to reside at the places at present established by law. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the master of any ship or 
vessel, bound to any district of James river above Sewal's Point, shall, 
before he pass by the said Point, and immediately after his arrival either 
at the same or at Hampton Road, deposit with the collector of the port 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth, or of Hampton, a true manifest of the cargo 
on board such ship or vessel; and the said collector shall, after register
ing the manifest, transmit the same duly certified to have been so depo
sited, to the officer with whom the entries are to be made: and the said 
collector may, whenever he shall judge it to be necessary for the security 
of the revenue, put an inspector of the customs on board any such ship 
or vessel, to a~company the same until her arrival at the first port of 
entr! or delivery! in the district, to which such ship or vessel may be 
destmed. And 1f the master or commander of any such ship or vessel 
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shall neglect or omit to deposit a manifest in manner as aforesaid, or shall 
refuse to receive an inspector of the customs on board, as the case shall 
require, he shall fo1 feit and pay five hundred dollars, to be recovered 
with costs of tiuit, one half for the use of the officer with whom such 
manifest ought to have been deposited, and the other half to the use of 
the collector of the district to which the said ship or vessel may be 
bound. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That such part and so much of the 
act, intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage," as comes within the purview of this act, being contrary hereto, 
shall be and hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. L.-JJn .Ii.ct supplemental to the act intituled ".fln act for an amicable set
tlement cf limits with the State cf Georgia; and authorizing tlte establishment 
cf a Government in the Mississippi territory." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much 
of the ordinance of Congress of the thirteenth of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of the act of Congress of the 
seventh of August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, pro
viding for the government of the territory of the United States northwest 
of the river Ohio, as relates to the organization of a general assembly 
therein, aud prescribes the powers thereof, shall forthwith operate, and 
be in force in the Mississippi territory: P1·ovided, that until the number 
of free male inhabitants of full age, in the said territory, shall amount to 
five thousand, there shall not be returned to the general assembly more 
than nine representatives. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the number of free male 
inhabitants of full age in the Mississippi territory shall amount to five 
thousand, the county of Adams shall be entitled to choose four represen
tatives to the general assembly, the county of Pickering four, and the 
Tensaw and Tombigbee settlements, one. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the first election, for repre
sentatives to the general assembly, shall be on the fourth Monday in July 
next, and that all subsequent elections shall be regulated by the legis
lature. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the go
vernor of the Mississippi territory, to cause the said election to be holden 
on the day aforesaid, at the most convenient place in the counties and 
settlements aforesaid, and to nominate a proper officer or officers to pre
side at and conduct the same, and to return to him the names of the 
persons who may have been duly elected. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the representatives shall be 
convened by the governor at the town of Natchez, on the fourth Mon
day in September next. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That so soon as the number of 
free male inhabitants of full age shall amount to, or exceed five thou
sand, the number ofrepresentatives to the general assembly shall be de
termined, and the apportionment made in the way prescribed in the 
ordinance. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall in 
any respect impair the right of the state of Georgia to the jurisdiction, 
or of the said state, or of any person or persons to the soil of the said 
territory, but the rights and claims of the said state, and all persons in
terested, are hereby declared to be as firm and available as if this a-ct 
had never been made. 
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SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly shall 
meet at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the first 
Monday of December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day: 
Provided, that the governor shall have power on extraordinary occasions 
to convene the general assembly. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That neither house during theses
sion of the general assembly shall, without the consent of the other, ad
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in 
which the two houses shall be sitting. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners appointed, or who may hereafter be appointed on the part 
of the United States, in pursuance of the act, intituled "An act for an 
amicable settlement of limits with the state of Georgia; and authorizing 
the establishment of a government in the Mississippi territory," or any 
two of them, finally to settle by compromise with the commissioners, 
which have been or may be appointed by the state of Georgia, any claims 
mentioned in said act, and to receive in behalf of the United States a 
cession of any lands therein mentioned, or of the jurisdiction thereof, on 
such terms as to them shall appear reasonable: and also, that the said 
commissioners on the part of the United States, or any two of them, be 
authorized to inquire into the claims which are or shall be made by 
settlers or any other persons whatsoever, to any part of the aforesaid 
lands, and to receive from such settlers and claimants any propositions 
of compromise which may be made by them, and lay a full statement of 
the claims and the propositions which may be made to them by the set
tlers or claimants to any part of the said lands, together with their opi
nion thereon, before Congress, for their decision thereon, as soon as may 
be: Provided, that the settlement shall be made and completed before 
the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three: And 
provided also, that the said commissioners shall not contract for the pay
ment of any money from the treasury of the United States to the state 
of Georgia, other than the proceeds of-the same lauds. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP, LI.-.11.n .11.ct in addition to the act inHtuled ".11n act to p,·ohibit the carry
ing on the Slave 1'rade from the Unilod States to any foreign place or coun
try."(a) 
Be it enacted by tlte Senate and I-Iouse of Representatives of tlie 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be un
lawful for any citizen of the United States, or other person residing 
within the United States, directly or indirectly to bold or have any right 
or property in any vessel employed or made use of in the transportation 
or carrying of slaves from one foreign country or place to another, and 
any right or property, belonging as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and may 
be libelled and condemned for the use of the person who shall sue for the 
same; and such person, transgressing the prohibition aforesaid, shall 
also forfeit and pay a sum of money equal to double the value of the right 
or property in such vessel, which he held as aforesaid; and shall also 
forfeit a sum of money equal to double the value of the interest which 
he may have had in the slaves, which at any time may have been trans
ported or carried in such vessel, after the passing of this act, and against 
the form thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any citizen of the United States or other person residing therein, to 
serve on board any vessel of the United States employed or made use of 
in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign country 
or place to another ; and any such citizen or other person, voluntarily 

(n) Soc act of March 22, 1794, chap. 11, and notes, Vol, i. 347, 
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serving as aforesaid, shall be liable to be indicted therefor, and on con
viction thereof shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, 
and be imprisoned not exceeding two years. 

SEc. 3. And be -it fui·ther enacted, That if any citizen of .the United 
States shall voluntarily serve on board of any foreign ship or vessel, which 
shall hereafter be employed in the slave trade, he shall, on conviction 
thereof, be liable to and suffer the like forfeitures, pains, disabilities and 
penalties as he would have incurred, had such ship or vessel been owned 
or employed, in whole or in part, by any person or persons residina 
within the United States. " 

SEc. 4. And be it fiirthei· enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of 
the commissioned vessels of the United States, to seize and take any 
vessels employed in carrying on trade, business or traffic, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this or the said act to which this is in addi• 
tion; and such vessel, together with her tackle, apparel and guns, and 
the goods or effects, other than slaves, which shall be found on board, 
shall be forfeited, and may be proceeded against in any of the district 
or circuit courts, and shall be condemned for the use of the officers and 
crew of the vessel making the seizure, and be divided in the proportion 
directed in the case of prize : and all persons interested in such vessel, 
or in the enterprise or voyage in which such vessel shall be employed at 
the time of such capture, shall be precluded from all right or claim to the 
slaves found on board such vessel as aforesaid, and from all damages or 
retribution on account thereof: and it shall moreover be the duty of the 
commanders of such commissioned vessels, to apprehend and take into 
custody every person found on board of such vessel so seized and taken, 
being of the officers or crew thereof, and him or them convey as soon 
as conveniently may be, to the civil authority of the United States in 
some one of the districts thereof, to be proceeded against in due course 
of Jaw. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the district and circuit courts 
of the United States shall have cognizance of all acts and offences 
against the prohibitions herein contained. 

SEc. 6. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to authorize the bringing into 
either of the United States, any person or persons, the importation of 
whom is, by the existing laws of such state, prohibited. ' 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the forfeitures which shall 
hereafter be incurred under this, or the said act to which this is in addi
tion, not otherwise disposed of, shall accrue and be one moiety thereof 
to the use of the informer, and the other moiety to the use of the United 
States, except where the prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf of 
the United States, in which case the whole shall be to their use. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LIII.-.fo Act to provide for equalizing the valuations ef unseated lands. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com
missioners appointed under the act, intituled " An act to provide for 
the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses and the enumeration of slaves 
within the United States," in those states the valuations and enumera
tions. whereof are not yet closed and returned to the treasury department, 
shall be, and hereby are authorized and empowered on examination 
and consideration, at some general meeting to be convened pursuant to 
law, of the lists, returns, valuations and abstracts rendered to them by 
the assessors within their respective states, to revise the valuations of 
unseated lands in each and every assessment district of their respective 

71 

Commissioned 
vessels authori
zed to seize ves. 
sels contraven
ing this or the 
former a.ct. 

District and 
circuit court to 
have jurisdic. 
tion of offences. 

Construction 
of the act. 

Distribution or 
penalties. 

STATUTE I. 

May 10, 1800. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of July 9, 

1798, ch. 70. 
Commissioners 

under the Act 
of July 9, 1798, 
ch. 70, to adjust 
the valuation of 
unseated lands. 



Commissioners 
may direct de
ductions. 

Compensation. 

STATUTE 1. 

May 10, 1800. 

Act of March 
2, 1799, ch. 23. 

Allowance to 
certain collect
ors. 

Commissions 
to certain col
lectors. 

Certain col
lectors to de
posit bonds in 
bank for col. 
lection. 

SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Ctt. 54. 1800. 

states and in each and every subdivision of such districts respectively, 
and t~ vary and adjust the said valuations by adding thereto, or. deduct
ing therefrom such rate per centum as to th_em shall _appear J~St and 
reasonable: Provided always, that the relative valuat10ns of different 
tracts of unseated land in the same.subdivision shall not be changed 
or affected. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners may 
direct the deductions and additions aforesaid to be made out and com
pleted by the principal assessors of the aforesaid assessment districts 
respectively, or, if they shall deem it more proper, by their ?wn clerk, 
and by such assistants as they shall find necessary and appomt for that 
purpose: Provided always, that the compensation to be made to the 
said assistants shall not exceed the pay allowed to the assistant assessors 
by the act aforesaid. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LIV .-An .9.ct supplementary to an act, intituled ".!ln JJ.ct lo establislt 
the compensation ef the qfficers employed in tile collection ef the duties on impost 
and tonnagc."(a) 
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and llouse of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, there shall be allowed and paid 
annually, to and for the use of the several collectors and surveyors 
appointed, and to be appointed pursuant to law, and employed in the 
collection of the duties of imports and tonnage, in the districts herein 
after mentioned, in addition to their fees and emoluments otherwise 
allowed by law, the sums following respectively, that is to say :-To the 
collectors of Passamaquody, Waldoborough, and St. Mary's, two hun
dred and fifty dollars each; to the collectors of Machias, Great Egg 
Harbor, Little Egg Harbor, Perth Amboy, Bridgetown, Sunbury, and 
Georgetown in Maryland, one hundred dollars each; and to t,he collect
ors of Sagg Harbor, Brunswick, in Georgia, and Dumfries, fifty dollars 
each; to the surveyor of Bermuda Hundred, one hundred and fifty 
dollars; and to the surveyors of Newport, Providence, Port Royal, 
Alexandria, and Saybrook, one hundred dollars each. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the commissions 
heretofore allowed by law, there shall, from and after the thirtieth day 
of June next, be allowed to the collectors for the districts of Alexandria, 
Petersburg, and Richmond respectively, two and an half per centum, 
on all monies which shall be collected and received by them; to the 
collector for the district of Boston and Charlestown, and to the collect
ors of Baltimore and Philadelphia, three eighths of one per centnm; to 
the collectors of Charleston, South Carolina, Salem and Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, three quarters of one per centum; to the collector of 
the district of Portland, one per centum, for and on account of the du
ties arising on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels. 

SEc. 3. And. be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors of the several districts of Philadelphia, New York, Boston, 
Baltimore, Norfolk and Charleston, and they are hereby respectively 
directed to deposit for collection in the Bank of the United States, or at 
an office of discount and deposit of the said bank, all the bonds taken, 
or to be taken by them, for duties by virtue of any law of the United 
States ; but on all money collected by the said banks the commissions 
aforesaid are to be allowed the said collectors in like manner as if 
received by them. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

(a) Act of March 2, 1799, chap. 23. 
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CHAP, L V.-.lln .llct !o amend th? act intitff'led ".lln act providing for the sale <f 
the lands <f the United States, in the territory northwest <f the 01.io and above 
the mouth <f Kentucky river."(a) ' 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the 
disposal of the lands of the United States, directed to be sold by the 
act, intituled "An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United 
States, in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river," there shall be four land offices established in the said 
territory: one at Cincinnati, for lands below the Little Miami, which 
have not heretofore been granted ; one at Chilicothe, for lands east of 
the Scioto, south of the lands appropriated for satisfying military boun
ties to the late army of the United States, and west of the fifteenth 
range of townships; one at Marietta, for the lands east of the sixteenth 
range of townships, south of the before mentioned military lands, and 
south of a line drawn due west from the northwest corner of the first 
township of the second range, to the said military lands; and one at 
Steubenville, for the lands north of the last mentioned line, and east or 
north of the said military lands. Each of the said offices shall be under 
the direction of an officer, to be called "The Register of the Land 
Office," who shall be appointed by the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall give bond 
to the United States, with approved security, in the sum of ten thou
sand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office; and 
shall reside at the place where the land office is directed to be kept. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyor-general, and he is hereby expressly enjoined, to prepare and 
transmit to the registers of the several land offices, before the days herein 
appointed for commencing sales, general plats of the lands hereby directed 
to be sold at the said offices respectively, and also to forward copies of 
each of the said plats to the Secretary of the Trearnry. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor-general shall 
cause the townships west of the .Muskingum, which by the above-men
tioned act are directed to be sold in quarter townships, to be subdivided 
into half secfions of three hundred and twenty acres each, as nearly as 
may be, by running parallel lines through the same from east to west, 
and from south to north, at the distance of one mile from each other, 
and marking corners, at the distance of each half mile on the lines run
nino- from east to west, and at the distance of each mile on those run
ning from south to north, and making the marks, notes and descriptions, 
prescribed to surveyors by the above-mentioned act: And the interior 
lines of townships intersected by the .Muskingum, and of all the town
ships lying east of that river, which have not been heretofore actually 
subdivided into sections, shall also be run and marked in the manner 
prescribed by the said act, for running and marking the interior lines 
of townships directed to be sold in sections of six hundred and forty 
acres each. And in all cases where the exterior lines of the townships, 
thus to be subdivided into sections or half sections, shall exceed or shall 
not extend six miles, the excess or deficiency shall be specially noted, 
and added to or deducted from the western and northern ranges of sec
tions or half sections in such township, according as the error may be 
in running the lines from east to west, or from south to north; ~he sec
tions and half sections bounded on the northern and western Imes of 
such townships shall be sold as _containing only the quantity ~x_rressed 
in the returns and plats respectively, and all others as contarnmg the 

73 

STATUTE I. 

May 10, 1S00. 

Act of May 18, 
1796, ch. 29. 
Act of April 18, 
1818, ch. 70. 
Act of March 
30, 1820, ch. 26. 

Four land of
fices established 
under the 'di
rection ofRcgis. 
ters. 

1803, ch. 30. 

Surveyor-Gen
eral to transmit 
certain pints. 

He shall ca use 
certain lines to 
be run and 
marked. 

(a) Act of May 18, 1806, chap. 29; act of April 18, 1818, chap. 70; act of March 3, 1819, chap. 72; 
act of March 30, 1820, chap. 26; act of April 24, 1820, chap. 49; act of March 2, 1821, chap. 11; act 
of March 1, 1823, chap. 38; act of May 20, 1826, chap. 138. 
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complete legal quantity. And the President 01' t~e Unit~d States shall 
fix the compensation of the deputy surveyor~, charn carri~rs, and _axe
men: Provided, the whole expense of surveying and markmg the lines, 
shall not exceed three dollars for every mile that shall be actually run, 
surveyed and marked. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the lan?s thus subdivided 
( excluding the sections reserved by ~e above-J_D~nt1oned act) s~all be 
offered for sale in sections and half sect10ns, subdmded as before directed 
at the followincr places and times, that is to say: Those below the Little 
Miami shall b: offered at public vendue, in the town of Cincinnati, on 
the. first Monday of April one thousand eight hundred an_d one, under 
the direction of the register of the land office there established, and of 
either the governor or secretary of the northwestern territory. The 
lands east ef Scioto, south of the military lands, and west of the fifteenth 
range of townships, shall be offered in like manner for sale at Chilicothe, 
on the first Monday of May, one thousand eight hundred and one, under 
the direction of the register of the land office there established, and of 
either the governor or secretary of the said territory. The lands east 
of the sixteenth range of townships, south of the military lands and west 
of the Muskingum, incll!ding all the townships intersected by that river, 
shall be offered for sale in like manner at Marietta, on the last Monday 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and one, under the direction of the 
governor or secretary, or surveyor-general of the said territory. The 
sales shall remain open at each place for three weeks, and no longer. 
The superintendents shall observe the rule" and regulations of the above
mentioned act, in classing and selling fractional with entire sections, 
and in keeping and transmitting accounts of the sales. All lands, remain
ing unsold, at the closing of either of the public sales, may be disposed 
of at private sale by the registers of these respective land offices, in the 
manner herein after prescribed; and the register of the land office at 
Steubenville, after the first day of July next, may proceed to sell, at 
private sale, the lands situate within the district assigned to his direction 
as herein before described, disposing of the same in sections, and class
ing fractional with entire sections, according to the provisions and regu. 
lations of the above-mentioned act and of this act: And the register 
of the land office at Marietta, after the said first day of July next, may 
proceed to sell at private sale, any of the lands within the district as
signed to his direction as aforesaid, which are east of the river Muskin
gum, excluding the townships intersected by that river, disposing of the 
same in sections, and classing fractional with entire sections as aforesaid. 

SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That no lands shall be sold by 
virtue of this act, at either public or private sale, for less than two dol
lars per acre, and payment may be made for the same by all ourchasers, 
either in specie, or in evidences of the public debt of the United States, 
at the rates prescribed by the act, intituled, "An act to authorize the 
receipt of evidences of the public debt in payment for the lands of the 
United States;" and shall be made in the following manner, and under 
the following conditions, to wit: 

I. At the time of purchase, every purchaser shall, exclusively of the 
fees hereafter mentioned, pay six dollars for every section and three 
dollars for every half section, he may have purchased, fo; surveying 
expenses, and deposit one twentieth part of the amount of purchase 
money, to be forfeited, if within forty days one fourth part of the pur
chase money, including the said twentieth part, is not paid. 

2. One fourth part of the purchase money shall be paid within forty 
d~ys_ after the day of sale as· aforesaid; a!1o!her fourth part shall be paid 
w1thm two years; another fourth part w1thm three years • and another 
fourth part within four years after the day of sale. ' 

3. Interest, at the rate of six per cent. a yf>ar from the day of sale 
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shall b~ charged upon each of the three last payments, payable as they Grade of pur-
respect1vely become due. chase. 

4. A discount at the rate of eight per cent. a year, shall be allowed 
on any of the three last payments, which shall be paid before the same 
shall become due, reckoning this discount always upon the sum, which 
would have been demandable by the United States, on the day appointed 
for such payment. 

5. If the first payment of one fourth part of the purchase money 
shall not be ~ade within forty days after the sale, the deposit, payment 
and fees, paid and made by the purchaser, shall be forfeited, and the 
lands shall and may, from and after the day, when the payment of one 
fourth part of the purchase money should have been made, be disposed 
of at private sale, on the same terms and conditions, and in the same 
manner as the other lands directed by this act to be disposed of at pri-
vate sale: Provided, that the lands which shall have been sold at public 
sale, and which shall, on account of such failure of payment, revert to 
the United States, shall not be sold at private sale, for a price less than 
the price that shall have been offered for the same at public sale. 

A discount al
lowed for pay
ment before 
due. 

If one fourth 
part is not paid 
the land may be 
sold at private 
sale. 

If a tract is 
not paid for in 
one year, to be 
resold. 

6. If any tract shall not be completely paid for within one year after 
the date of the 1ast payment, the tract shall be advertised for sale by 
the register of the land office within whose district it may lie, in at least 
five of the most public places in the said district, for at least thirty days 
before the time of sale. And he shall sell the same at public vendue, 
during the sitting of the court of quarter sessions of the county in Act of April 
which the land office is kept, for a price not less than the whole arrears 15, 1806. 
due thereon, with the expenses of sale; the surplus, if any, shall be re-
turned to the original purchaser, or to his legal representative; but if 
the sum due, with interest, be not bidden and paid, then the land shall 
revert to the United States. All monies paid therefor shall be forfeited, 
and the register of .the land office may proceed to dispose of the same 
to any purchaser, as in case of other lands at private sale. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all and every the payments, Payments to 
to be made by virtue of the preceding section, shall be made either to be made to the 
the treasurer of the United States, or to such person or officer as shall 
be appointed by the President of the United States, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, receiver of public monies for lands of the United 
States, at each of the places respectively where the public and private 
sales of the said lands are to be made; and the said receiver of public 
monies shall, before he enters upon the duties of his office, give bond 
with approved security, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for the faith-
ful discharge of his trust; and it shall be the duty of the said treasurer 
and receiver of public monies to give receipts for the monies by them 
received, to the persons respectively paying the same; to transmit within 
thirty days in case of public sale, and quarterly, in case of private sale, 
an account of all the public monies by them received, specifying the 
amount received from each person, and distinguishing the sums received 
for surveying expenses, and those received for purchase money, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and to the registers of the land office, as the 
case may be. The said receivers of public monies shall, within t~ree 
months after receiving the same, transmit the mo~ies by them_ rece1v:ed 
to the treasurer of the United States; and the receivers of public momes 

Treasurer or re
ceivers of pub. 
lie monies. 

Duty of re
ceivers of public 
monies. 

for the said sales and also the receivers of public monies for the sales Act of May 
which have take~ place at Pittsburg under ~he act, int\tuled "A~ act 18, 1796. 
providing for the sale of the lands of the Umted States m t~e te;,r1tory 
northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky nver, shall 
receive one per cent. on the money received, as a compensation for Theircompen
clerk hire, receiving, safu· keeping, and transmitting it to the treasury sation. 

of the United States. 
S&c. 7. And be it further endcterl, That it shall be the duty of the 
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registers of the land offices respectively, to receive and enter on books 
kept for that purpose only, and o~ which no ~Ian~ leaves or space shall 
be left between the different entries, the applications of any person or 
persons who may apply for the purchase of any_ section or half section, 
and who shall pay him the fee her~after mentioned, and produ~e a re
ceipt from the treasurer of the Umted States, or from the receiver of 
public monies appointed for that purpose, for three dollars for each half 
section such person or persons may apply for, and for at least one 
twentieth part of the purchase money, stating ~arefully_ in each entry the 
date of the application, the date of the ,receipt to him produced, the 
amount of monies specified in the said receipt, and the number of the 
section or half section, township and range applied for. If two or more 
persons shall apply at the same time for the same tract, the register shall 
immediately determine by lot, i-n presence of the parties, which of them 
shall have preference. He shall file the receipt for monies produced by 
the party, and give him a copy of his entry, and if required, a cop_y of 
the description of the tract, and a copy of the plat of the same, or either 
of them; and it shall be his duty to inform the party applying for any 
one tract, whether the same has already been entered, purchased, or 
paid for, and at his request to give him a copy of the entry or entries 
concerning the same. He shall, three months after the date of each 
application, if the party shall not have, within that time, produced to 
him a receipt of the payment of one fourth part of the purchase money, 
including the twentieth part above mentioned, enter under its proper 
date, in the said book of entries, that the payment has not been made, 
and that the land has reverted to the United States, and he shall make 
a note of the same in the margin of the book opposite to the original 
entry. And if the party shall, either at the time of making the original 
entry, or at any time within three months thereafter, produce a receipt 
to him, for the fourth part of the purchase money, including the twentieth 
part aforesaid, he shall file the receipt, make an entry of the same, under 
its proper date, in the said book of entries, make a note of the same in 
the margin of the book, opposite to the original entry, and give to the 
party a certificate, describing the land sold, the sum paid on account, 
the balance remaining due, the time and times when such balance shalt 
become due, and that if it shall be duly discharged, the purchaser or his 
assignee or other legal representative, shall be entitled to a patent for the 
said lands; he shall also, upon any subsequent payment being made, and 
a receipt from the receiver being produced to him, file the original receipt, 
give a receipt for the same to the party, and enter the same to the credit of 
the party, in a book kept for that purpose, in which he shall open an 
a~count in the name of each purchaser, for each section or half section 
that may be sold either at public or private sale, and in which he shall 
charge the party for the whole purchase money, and give him credit for 
all his payments; making the proper charges and allowances for interest 
or discount, as the case may be, according to the provisions of the 
fourth section of this act; and upon the payment being completed and 
the account finally settled, he shall give a certificate of the same to the 
party; and on producing to the Secretary of the Treasury, the same 
final certificate, the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
to grant a patent for the lands to the said purchaser, his heirs or assigns; 
and all patents shall be countersigned by the Secretary of State, and 
recorded in his office. 

SEc. _8. Andbeitfurtlierenacted, That the registers of the land offices 
respectively, shall also note on the book of surveys, or original plat trans
mitted to them, every tract which may be sold, by inserting the letter A 
on the day ~hen the same is applied for, and the letter P on the day 
when a receipt for one fourth part of the purchase money is produced to 
them, and by crossing the said letter A on the day when the land shall 
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revert to the United States, on failure of the payment of one fourth part 
of the purchase money within three months after the date of application. 
And the said book of surveys or original plat shall be open at all times, 
in presence of the register, for the inspection of any individual, applying 
for the same and paying the proper fee. 

SEc. 9. And be it ,further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
registers of the land offices to transmit quarterly to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and to the surveyor-general, an account of the several tracts 
applied for, of the several tracts for which the payment of one fourth part 
of the purchase money has been made, of the several tracts which have 
reverted to the United States on failure of the said payment; and also 
an account of all the payments of monies by them entered, according to 
the receipts produced to them, specifying the sums of money, the names 
of the persons paying the same, the names of the officers who have re
ceived the same, and the tracts for which the same have been paid. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the registers aforesaid shall 
be precluded from entering on their books any application for lands in 
their own name, and in the name of any other person in trust for them; 
and if any register shall wish to purchase any tract of land, he may do 
it by application in writing to the surveyor-general, who shall enter the 
same on books kept for th.it purpose by him, who shall proceed in re
spect to such applications, and to any payments made for the same, in 
the same manner which the registers by this act are directed to follow, 
in respect to applications made to them for lands by other persons. The 
registers shall, nevertheless, note on the book of surveys, or original plat, 
the applications and payments thus by them made, and their right to the 
pre-emption of any tract shall bear date from the day, when their appli
cation for the same shall have been entered by the surveyor-general in 
his own book. And if any person applying for any tract shall, notwith
standing he shall have received information from the register, that the 
same has already been applied for by the said register, or by any other 
person, insist to make the application, it shall be the duty of the register 
to enter the same, noting in the margin that the same tract is already 
purchased, but upon application of the party made in writing, and which 
he shall file, he may and shall at any future time enter under its proper 
date, that the party withdraws his former application, and applies in lieu 
thereof for any other tract: Provided always, that the party shall never 
be allowed thus to withdraw his former application, and to apply in lieu 
thereof for another tract, except when the tract described in his former 
application shall have been applied for previous to the date of that his 
former application. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtliei· enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall and may prescribe such further regulations, in the manner of 
keeping books and accounts, by the several officers in this act mentioned, 
as to him may appear necessary and proper, in order fully to carry into 
effect the provisions of this act. 

SEc. 12. And be it .furtltcr enacted, That the registers of the land 
offices, respectively, shall be entitled to receive fron_i the treasury <;>f the 
United States, one half per cent. on all the ·momes expressed m the 
receipts by them filed and entered, and of which they sh~II have tran~ 
mitte.d an account to the Secretary of the Treasury, as directed by this 
act; and they shall further be entitled to receive,_ for their own use, ~rom 
the respective parties, the followin.g fees for services rendered, that 1s to 
say; for every original application for ,land, and a copy of the same, ~or 
a section three dollars, for a half sect10n two dollars; for every certifi
cate statin (J' that the first fourth part of the purchase money is paid, twenty
five cents'." for every subsequent receipt for monies paid, twenty-five 
cents· for'the final settlement of account and giving the final certificate 
of th~ same one dollar· for every copy, either of an application or of 
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the description of any section or half section, or of the plat of the same, 
or of any entry made on their books, or of any certificate her~tofore 
given by them, twenty-five cents for each; and for a?y gen_eral mspec
tion of the book of surveys, or general plat, made m then presence, 
twenty-five cents. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the superintendents of the 
public sales, to be made by virtue of thi_s act, and the s~pe_rintendents 
of the sales which have taken place by virtue of the act, mtltuled "An 
act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in the terri
tory northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mout~ of Kentucl~y 
river" shall receive five dollars a day for every day whilst engaged m 
that 'business; and the accounting officers of the treasury are hereby 
authorized to allow a reasonable compensation for hooks, stationery and 
clerk hire, in settling the accounts of the said superintendent~. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the fee to be paid for each 
patent for half a section shall be four dollars, and for every section five 
dollars, to be accounted for by the receiver of the same. 

SEc. 15. And be it further macted, That the lands of the United 
States reserved for future disposition, may be let upon leases by the sur
veyor-general, in sections or half sections, for terms not exceeding seven 
years, on condition of making such improvements as he shall deem rea
sonable. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtltei· enacted, That each person who, before the 
passing of this act, shall have erected, or begun to erect, a grist-mill or 
saw-mill upon any of the lands herein directed to be sold, shall be en
titled to the pre-emption of the section including such mill, at the rate 
of two dollars per acre: Provided, the person or his heirs, claiming such 
right of pre-emption, shall produce to the re.gist er of the land office satis
factory evidence that he or they are entitled thereto, and shall be sub
ject to and comply with the regulations and provisions by this act pre
scribed for other purchasers. 

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, pro
viding for the sale of the lands of the United States in the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river, 
as comes within the purview of this act, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP, L VI.-.On .Oct to ascertain the compensation ef public Ministers.( a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiiies 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That exclusive 
of an outfit which shall in no case exceed the amount of one year's full 
salary to any minister plenipotentiary or charge des affaires, to whom 
the same may be allowed, the President of the United States shall not 
allow to any minister plenipotentiary a greater sum than at the rate of 
nine thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal 
services and expenses: nor a greater sum for the same than four thou
sand five hundred dollars per annum to a charge des affaires: nor a 
greater sum for the same than one thousand three hundred and. fifty 
dollars per annum to the secretary of any minister plenipotentiary. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That where any sum or sums of 
m?n~y shall be dra"'.n from the treasury:, under any law making appro
priation for the contmgent expenses of mtercourse between the United 
States. and foreign nations, the President shall be, and he hereby is 
authorized to cause the same to be duly settled, annually, with th-e ac;. 

(a) See an act fixing the compensation of public miniMers and consuls, residing on the coast of Barbary: 
and for other purposes, May l, 1810, chap. 44. ' 
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counting officers of the treasury in manner following, that is to say ; 
by causing the same to be accounted for specially in all instances 
wherein the expenditure thereof may in his judgment be made public, 
and by making a certificate of the amount of such expenditures as he 
may think it advisable not to specify, and every such certificate shall be 
deemed a sufficient voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed to 
have been expended. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LVII.-An Act to make appropriations for the Navy ef the United States, 
during the year one thousand eiglit hundred. 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States qf America in Congress assembled, That for de
fraying the expenses of the navy of the United States, during the year 
one thousand eight hundred, there shall be, and hereby is appropriated 
the sum of two millions, four hundred and eighty-two thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-three dollars and ninety-nine cents, that is to say: for 
the pay of the officers of the navy of the United States, the sum of 
three hundred and ninety-one thousand five hundred and ninety-six dol
lars; for the subsistence of the officers of the navy, the sum of seventy 
thousand, seven hundred and twenty-two dollars and forty cents; for 
the pay of the seamen, the sum of eight hundred and eighteen thousand 
three hundred and forty dollars; for provisions, the sum of six hun
dred and three thousand, six hundred and forty-two dollars and sixty
seven cents; for contingent expenses, including the waste of military 
stores, the expense of the navy store at Philadelphia, comprising store
keeper's salary, clerk hire, store rent, labourers, porterage and freight, 
and for making good deficiencies in former appropriations, and for 
similar expenses at Boston, Newport, Baltimore, Norfolk, New York, 
and other ports, the sum of three hundred and ninety-three thousand 
six hundred dollars; for the expense of hospitals, medicines and hos
pital stores, the sum of thirty-two thousand six hundred and forty-seven 
dollars and twenty cents; for the support of the revenue cutters while 
employed in the navy service, the sum of ten thousand dollars; for the 
pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the ma
rine corps, the sum of ninety-four thousand, seven hundred and thirty
four dollars ; for subsistence of the officers of the said corps, the sum 
of eight thousand and eighteen dollars and sixty cents; for clothing for 
the said corps, the sum of thirty-three thousand five hundred and thirty 
dollars, and seventy-four cents; for military stores for the said corps, 
the sum of twelve thousand two hundred and seventy-seven dollars and 
eighty-eight cents; for the contingent expenses of the said corps, includ. 
ing camp equipage, quartermasters, barrack-masters, and hospital stores, 
and bounties and premiums, the sum of thirteen thousand eight hundred 
and forty-four dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid appropriations 
shall be paid out of any monies in the treasnry of the United States, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 
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CHAP L VIII.-.dn .dct supplementary to tlie act entitled "An act to establish May 10, 1800. 
• the Treasury Department."(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives of the Duty of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the Secretary of the 

(a) Act of September 2, 1789, chap. 12. 
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duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to digest_, prepare and lay before 
Congress at the commencement of every sess10~, a report on the sub
ject of finance, containing ~stima~es of t~e pub!1c revenue and public 
expenditures, and plans for 1mprovm~ ?r m_creasmg_ the revenues, fro~ 
time to time, for the purpose of g1vmg mformat10n to Congress m 
adopting modes of raising the money requisite to meet the public expen
ditures. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LIX,-.!ln .!let to autho1'ize the issuing certain Patents. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be 
lawful and tqe proper officer is hereby authorized to issue patents on 
surve;s, which have been, or may be made within the territory reserved 
by the state of'.' Virginia, northwest of the r_i~er Ohio,_ and ~eing ~art of 
her cession to Congress, on warrants for military services, issued m pur
suance of any resolution of the legislature of that state, previous to the 
passing of this act, in favour of persons who had served in the Virginia 
line on the continental establishment: Provided, that-the whole quantity 
of land for which patents shall issue by virtue of this act, shall not 
exceed sixty thousand acres; and that the surveys aforesaid shall be 
completed and deposited in the office of the Secretary of War, on or 
before the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three: 
And provided also, that this act shall not give any force or validity to 
the entries, locations or surveys, heretofore made in pursuance of these 
warrants, so far as such entries, locations, or surveys, interfere in any 
manner with those of persons claiming the same lands under entries, 
locations, or surveys, heretofore made in pursuance of warrants, granted 
by the state of Virginia to the officers and soldiers in the line of that 
state on continental establishment. 

SEc. 2. And be it Jurtlter enacted, That in every case of interfering 
claims under military warrants, to lands within the territory so reserved 
by the state of Virginia, when either party to such claims shall lose, or 
be evicted from the land, every such party shall have a right, and hereby 
is authorized to withdraw his, her or their warrant, respectively, to the 
amount of such loss or eviction, and to enter, survey, and patent the 
same, on any vacant land within the bounds aforesaid, and in the same 
manner as other warrants may be entered, surveyed and patented. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LX.-.!ln .fl.ct to enlarge tlte powers of Surveyors ef lite Rei•enue. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That when
ever it shall appear to the surveyor of the revenue, appointed or to be 
appointed in any assessment district within the United States, under 
the act intituled "An act to provide for the valuation of lands and 
dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United 
States," that any tract of land or dwelling-house, situated within his 
said district, and directed by the said act to be included in the lists 
thereby required to be rendered and kept, hath been omitted in the said 
lists, then and in every such case it shall be the duty of such surveyor, 
and he hereby is authorized and required to inform himself of the value 
of such tract of land or dwelling-house, by entry, view, or other lawful 
ways and means, and to make a list and valuation thereof, in the form 
and manner prescribed in and by the said act, and to enter and record 
the 8aid lists and valuation with and among the lists and ya]uations by 
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him to be kept and recorded pursuant to the said act; and to charge 
the amount of the said valuation to the person or persons to whom the 
same ought to be charged, pursuant to the said act and to the act, inti
tuled "An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the United States;" 
an<;! that where any assessor, no list _having been rendered, shall have 
estimated any tract of unseated land, to contain a greater number of 
acres than the said tract shall by the patent or survey of the same actu
ally appear to contain, it shall appear to the surveyor of the assessment 
district in which the said land shall be situate, by the production of the 
said patent or survey thereof, that there has been a mistake in estimat
ing the said number of acres, it shall be lawful for such surveyor to 
credit the proprietor or proprietors thereof with the number of acres 
so' overcharged: Pro1,ided, that the said credit shall not operate to lessen 
the sum directed to he collected by virtue of the present law to lay and 
collect a direct tax: And provided also, that no credit shall be valid 
until the same shall have been approved by the inspector of the survey, 
or the supervisor of the district, if comprehending but one survey of 
inspection; and if any error has happened, by charging any person 
with being the proprietor of any tract or parcel of unseated land, who 
was not the owner thereof on the first day of October one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight, or by assessing to any person any tract 
or parcel of unseated land more than once as proprietor thereof, it shall 
be lawful in all or any of these cases, for the surveyor of the district in 
which the said error shall have happened, to correct the same by giving 
the person so charged such credit in his account respecting the said 
land as may be just and equitable. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the services aforesaid, 
the surveyors of the revenue shall respectively be entitled to, and ,aceive 
from the United States, the following compensations, that is to say : For 
every tract of land or dwelling-house, valued and recorded as aforesaid 
without entry and view, seventy-five cents; for every tract of land or 
dwelling-house so valued and recorded with entry and view, two dollars; 
for every mile of necessary travel in going to make such entry and view 
and returning, five cents; and that the accounts for the said compensa
tions shall be presented to the supervisors of the districts respectively, 
and if allowed by them, shall be paid by them and credited to their 
accounts respectively, in the settlement thereof with the treasury de
partment. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever any person shall 
have been charged, pursuant to the above-mentioned acts or either of 
them, or to this act, with the amount of the valuation of any tract of 
land or dwelling-house; and such person, or his or her legal representa
tivefl 01· assigns, shall afterwards in due course of law have been ejected 
from such land or dwelling-house, or have had a decision against him, 
her or them, upon the title thereof, then, and in every such case, it shall 
be the duty of the surveyor of the revenue within whose assessment dis
trict the said land or dwelling-house shall be situated ; and he is hereby 
authorized and required, on the application of such person, or of his or 
her legal representatives or assigns, as the case may be, and on the pay
ment or tender by them, or any of them, of the sum of one dollar for 
every such tract of land or dwelling-house, which sum the said surveyor 
is hereby authorized to demand and receive in such case, to .cancel the 
valuation on such land or dwelling-house, so far as respects the persons 
so applying, and to discharge him or her therefrom. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

VoL. IJ.-11 
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CHAP. LXl.-.!ln .!let to amend an act intituled "./1.n act to establish the Judicial 
Courts of the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembl~d, That jurors to serve 
in the courts of the United States shall be designated by lot, or other
wise, in each state or district respectively, according to the mode of 
forming juries to serve in the highest courts of law therein now prac
tised; so far as the same shall render such designation practicable by 
the courts and marshals of the United States. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXII.-.!ln Jlct to appi·npriate a certain sum of money to defray the ea:
pense of holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians. 

SECTION ]. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and I-louse of R<presentatives 
of tlie United States of America in Congress assembler!, That a sum not 
exceeding fifteen thousand dollars be appropriated, to defray the expense 
of such treaty or treaties, as the President of the United States shall 
deem it expedient to hold with the Indians south of the river Ohio: 
Provided, nothing in this act contained shall be construed to admit an 
obligation on the part of the United States to extinguish, for the benefit 
of any state or individual citizen, Indian claims to any lands lying within 
the limits of the United States; and that the compensation to be allowed 
to any of the commissioners, who may be appointed for negotiating such 
treaty or treaties, shall not exceed, exclusive of travelling expenses, the 
rate of eight dollars per day during the time of actual service of such 
commissioner. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the sum aforesaid shall be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States not other
wise appropriated. 

ArrnovED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXIII.-Jln .!let dfrccting the payment of a detachment ef tlie militia un
der lite command ef ~Major 'l'lwma;; Johnson, in the year one thousand seven 
l1undred and ninetyfour, 

Be it enacted ~y tl1~ Senate and I-louse of Representatives of tl1e United 
States of America in Congi·css assembled, That the proper accounting 
officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby authorized, to settle the 
accounts of the militia, who served on an expedition commanded by 
Major Thomas Johns?n against the Indians, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and nmety-four, and that the same be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

C~AP: LXIV.-.On JJ.ct to retain a furtl,er sum on drawbacks, for the expenses 
mcident to the allowance and payment thereof, and in lieu of stamp duties on 
debentures. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, two and one half per cent um on the 
amount of all drawbacks, allowed or to be allowed by law, upon and for 
the re-exportation from the United States of <roods, wares, or merchan
dises imported thereinto, shall be retained fur the use of the United 
S_t~tes, by the collectors paying such drawbacks respectively; and in ad~ 
d1t1on to the snm of one and one quarter per centum heretofore directed 
by law to be so retained. 
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SEv. 2. A~d be it furtlter enacted, That i.n case of the re-exportation 
from the Umted States of goods, wares, and merchandises, imported 
thereinto in foreign ships or vessels, no part of the additional duty im
posed by law on such goods, wares, and merchandises, on account of 
their importation in such ships or vessels, shall be allowed to be draw
back; but that the whole of the said additional duty shall be retained in 
manner aforesaid, in addition to the rate per centum by this and former 
acts directed to be retained. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP,LXV.-.lln.llcttoauthorize certatn expenditures, and to make certain appro• 
priations Jen-the year one thousand eight hundred. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the secre
tary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representatives, re
spectively, shall have allowed to them, in the settlement of their accounts 
with the treasury department, the expenses by them respectively incur
red, pursuant to the directions of the joint committee of t'he two houses, 
in the various measures adopted by the said committee for doing honour 
to the memory of George Washington, late President of the United 
States; and that a sum not exceeding three thousand two hundred dol
lars shall be and hereby is appropriated for defraying the said expenses. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered to cause to 
be given, during the present year, to the Choctaw nation of Indians, 
such presents, not exceeding the value of two thousand dollars, as he 
shall judge most suitable ; and that the sum of two thousand dollars 
shall be and hereby is appropriated for that purpose. 

SEC:;, 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered to cause to be 
expended a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, for the reimburse
ment of such reasonable advances of money as have heretofore been, or 
before the first day of September next may be made by consuls of the 
United States, in making and supporting the claims of American citizens 
for captured property, before the tribunals of foreign countries; and that 
the sum of five thousand dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated for 
that purpose. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of forty-four thou
sand dollars shall be, and hereby is appropriated for defraying the ex
pense that has been, or during the present year may be incurred by the 
payment of costs, in prize causes before the court of admiralty and court 
of appeals in England. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
incident to the visits of Indians to the seat of government, the sum of 
seven thousand five hundred dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That for defraying, during the 
present year, the additional compensations granted in the present session 
to the secretary of the Senate, and clerk of the House of Representa
tives, and to the clerks in their respective offices, the sum of one thou
sand five hundred dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses 
incident, during the present year, to the establishment of the general 
stamp office, including the salary of the superintendent of stamps, clerk 
hire, office rent, and all contingent expenses, the sum of four thousand 
dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That for defraying, during the 
present year, the expense incident to the establishment of the govern-
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SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
incident to the exploring of copper mines on l,ake Sur:erior, the ~um of 
one thousand five hundred dollars shall be and hereby 1s appropnated. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated for 
the present year, the sum of one hundred thousand do!lars, to be a~pli~d 
to the fortification of the ports and harbors of the Umted States, m aid 
of the sums heretofore appropriated for that purpose and remaining un-
expended. . . . 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid appropriations 
shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800 

CHAP, LXVI.-An .Oct to lay additional duties on certain articles imported. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, the following duties, in addition to 
those now in force, and payable on the several articles herein after 
enumerated, shall be laid, levied, and collected upon those articles re
spectively, at their importation into the United States from any foreign 
port or place, that is to say; upon all brown sugar, one half cent per 
pound ; upon all sugar candy, two cents and one half per pound; upon 
all molasses, one cent per gallon ; and upon all goods, wares and mer
chandises now paying a duty of ten per centum ad valorem, two and 
one half per centum ad valorem. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the duties now imposed and payable on wines, im
ported into the United States from any foreign port or place, shall cease 
and be abolished; and that in lieu thereof the following duties shall 
thenceforth be laid, levied, and collected, upon all wines so imported 
in casks, bottles, or other vessels, that is to say: upon all Malmsey, 
Madeira, and London particular Madeira wine, fifty-eight cents per 
gallon ; upon all other Madeira wine, fifty cents per gallon ; upon all 
Burgundy, Champaign, Rhenish, and Tokay wine, forty-five cents per 
gallon ; upon all Sherry wine, forty cents per gallon; upon all Saint 
Lucar wine, forty cents per gallon ; upon all claret and other wines not 
enumerated, when imported in bottles or cases, thirty-five cents per 
gallon ; upon all Lisbon, Oporto, and other Portugal wines, thirty cents 
per gallon; upon all Teneriffe, Fayall, Malaga, Saint George and other 
Western Island wine, twenty-eight cents per gallon ; and upon all other 
wines when imported otherwise than in bottles or cases, twenty-three 
cents per gallon. 

SEC. 3. And be itfurtlicr enacted, That an addition of ten per centum 
~hall be made to the several rates of duties above specified and imposed, 
m respect to all such goods, wares, and merchandises as aforesaid, as 
shall, after the said thirtieth day of June, be imported in ships or vessels 
not of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the duties laid by this act 
shall be levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security, and time 
of payment respectively, with the several duties now in force on the 
respective articles herein before enumerated. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That on account of the additional 
duties laid on brown sugar and mola~ses by this act, the following snms 
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respectively shall, from and after the thirty-first day of December next, 
be add~d to the drawbacks now allowed by law, on sugar refined within 
the Umted States and exported therefrom, and on spirits distilled from 
molasses within the United States and exported therefrom, that is to say: 
On all sugar so refined and exported, one cent per pound; and on all 
spirits so distilled and exported, one cent per gallon ; which additional 
drawbacks shall be allowed and paid according to the regulations now 
established by law, respecting the present drawbacks allowed on the said 
articles. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the proceeds of the duties, 
laid by this act, shall be solely appropriated and applied for the discharge 
of the interest and principal of the debts of the United States, haretofore 
contracted, or to be contracted during the present year. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXVII.-Jln Jlct appointing the time, and directing the place '!f the next 
meeting '!f Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the session of 
Congress next ensuing the present shall be held at the city of Washing
ton, in the District of Columbia, and said session shall commence on the 
third Monday of November, one thousand eight hundred. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXVIII.-.Bn.Bct to make provision relative to rations far Indians, and 
to their visits to the seat of Government. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and hereby is authorized and em
powered to cause such rations as he shall judge proper, and as can be 
spared from the army provisions without injury to the service, to be issued 
under such regulations as he shall think fit to establish, to Indians who 
may visit the military posts of the United States on the frontiers, or 
within their respective nations. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, aud hereby is further authorized and empowered to cause 
to be defrayed, on the part of the United States, the reasonable expenses 
of such Indians as may from time to time visit the seat of government 
thereof, for their journeys to, stay at, and return from the same; and 
also to cause to be given to such Indians, during their stay as aforesaid, 
such presents as he shall judge necessary. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That a separate account of all 
rations issued, and expenses defrayed as aforesaid, and of the expendi
tures, occasioned by such presents as are aforesaid, shall be kept at the 
department of war. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXIX.-.11.n.lJ.clsupplementary to the act to suspend part of an act, intituled 
"..in ad to augment the .11.rmy of the United States, and for other purposes." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States to suspend any fur
ther military appointments, under the act to augment the army of 
the United States, and for other purposes; and under the ninth section 
of the act for the better organizing of the troops of the United States, 
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and for other purposes; according to his discretion, having reference 
to economy and the good of the service. . 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered to discharge, 
on or before the fifteenth day of June next, all such officers, non-com
missioned officers and privates, as have heretofore been appointed, com
missioned, or raised, under and by virtue of the said acts, or either of 
them, except the :ngineers, inspector of. arti)lery, _and inspect?r of for
tifications. Provided always, ihat nothmg m this act contamed shall 
be construed to authorize any reduction of the first four regiments of 
infa~try, the two regiments of artillerists and engineers, the_ two troops 
of hght dragoons, or of the general and other staff, authorized by the 
several laws for the establishing and organizing of the aforesaid corps. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That to each officer, non-commis
sioned officer qnd private, who shall be discharged from service by virtue 
of this act, there shall be allowed and paid, in addition to the pay and 
allowances to which they are now entitled by law, a sum of money equal 
to three months pay of such oflicer, non-commissioned officer and private 
respectively. 

APPROVED, May 14, 1800. 

CHAP, LXX.-.dn.act supplementary to the act establishing the Mint, and regu
lating the coins ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That until the fourth 
day of March one thousand eight hundred and one, the mint shall 
remain in the city of Philadelphia, and be carried on as heretofore under 
the laws now in force; any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, May 14, 1800. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I. RESOLVED by tltc Senate and House of Representatives qf tlte United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That a marble monument be 
erected by the United States, in the Capitol, at the city of Washington, 
and that the family of General Washington be requested to permit his 
body to be deposited under it; and that the monument be so designed 
as to -commemorate the great events of his military and political life. 

And be it .further resolved, That there be a funeral procession from 
Congress Hall to the German Lutheran Church, in honour of the memory 
of General George Washington, on Thursday the twenty-sixth instant, 
and that an oration be prepared at the request of Congress, to be deliv
ered before both houses on that day; and that the President of the 
Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives, be desired to re
quest one of the members of Congress to prepare and deliver the same. 

And be it further resolved, That it be recommended to the people of 
the United States to wear crape on the left arm as mourning, for thirty 
days. 

And be it furtlier i-esolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to direct a copy of these resolutions to be transmitted to 
Mrs. Washington, assuring her of the profound respect Congress will 
ever bear to her person and character; of their condolence on the late 
afflicting dispensation of Providence ; and intreating her assent to the 
interment of the remains of General George Washington, in the manner 
expressed in the first resolution. 

And be it further resolved, That the President of the United States 
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be requested to issue a proclamation, notifying to the people throughout 
the United States the recommendation contained in the third resolution. 

APPROVED, December :24, 1799. 

II. RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte Uni
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That it be recommended to 
the people of the United States to assemble on the twenty-second day 
of February next, in such numbers and manner as may be convenient, 
publicly to testify their grief for the death of General George Washing
ton, by suitable eulogies, orations and discourses, or by public prayers. 

And it is furtl1e1· resolved, That the President be requested to issue 
a proclamation for the purpose of carrying the foregoing resolution 
into effect. 

APPROVED, January 6, 1800. 

III. RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte Uni
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State 
be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to procure and transmit 
to the governor of the state of North Carolina, a number of the copies 
of the laws of the United States, equal to the number which the Secre
tary was heretofore authorized to transmit to the governor of the said 
state by an act, intituled '' An act for the more general promulgation 
of the laws of the United States," to be deposited and distributed 
agreeably to the provisions of the said act, for the use and information 
of the citizens of the United States within the said state. 

APPROVED, Febrnary 3, 1800. 

IV. RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Rr.prescntalives of tlte Uni
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to present to Captain Thomas Truxton, a 
golden medal, emblematical of the late action between the United 
States frigate Constellation, of thirty-eight guns, and the French ship 
of war La Vengeance, of fifty-four ; in testimony of the high sense en
tertained by Congress of his gallantry and good conduct in the above 
engagement, wherein an example was exhibited by the captain, officers, 
sailors, and marines, honourable to the American name, and instructive 
to its rising navy. 

And it is further resolved, That the conduct of James Jarvis, a mid
shipman in said frigate, who gloriously preferred certain death to an 
abandonment of his post, is deserving of the highest praise, and that the 
loss of so promising an officer is a subject of national regret. 

APPROVED, March 29, 1800. 

V. Resol1tfion respecting the Copper Mines on the south side of Lake Superior. 

RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be authorized to employ an agent., who shall be instructed 
to collect all material information relative to the copper mines on the 
south side of Lake Superior, and to ascertain whether the Indian title 
to such lands as might be required for the use of the United States, in 
case they should deem it expedient to work the said mines, be yet sub
sisting, and if so, the terms on which the same can be extinguished. 
And that the said agent be instructed to make report to the President 
in such time, as the information he may collect may be laid before Con
gress at their next session. 

APPROVED, April 16, 1800. 
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Passed at the second session, which was begun and lield at the City ef 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the seventeenth 
day of November, 1800, and ended on the third day of JJfarch, 1801. 

Jo11N ADAMS, President; THOMAS JEFFERSON, _Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; JAMES Hu.LHousE, 
President of the Senate pro tempore, from the 2d of March, 1801 ; 
THEODORE SEDGWICK, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP, I,-..in .Bet extending the privilege rf franking letters to tlte Delegate from 
the Territory of the United States, northwest-rf the river Ohio; and making 
provision for his compensation, 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the pre
sent delegate to Congress from the territory of the United States, north
west of the river Ohio, and every future delegate from the said territory, 
shall be entitled to the privilege of sending and receiving letters, free 
of postage, on the same terms, and under the same restrictions, as are 
provided for the members of the Senate and of the House of Represen
tatives of the United States, by the act intituled "An act to establish 
the post-office of the United States." 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the present delegate from 
the atoresaid territory be authorized to receive, free of postage, under 
the said restrictions, any letters directed to him, and which shall have 
arrived at the seat of government, prior to the passage of this act. 

SEc. 8. And be it further· enacted, That the said delegate, and every 
future delegate from the territory of t~e United States, northwest of the 
river Ohio, shall receive for his travelling expenses and attendance in 
Congress, the same compensation as is, or may be allowed, by law, to 
the members of the House of Representatives of the United States; to 
be certified and paid in the same manner. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1800. 

CHAP, III.-./.ln .Oct to provide for the erection and support rf a Lighthouse on 
Cape Page, at tlte northeasterly part rf Martha's Vineyard. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby authorized and 
directed to cause a sufficient lighthouse to be erected on Cape Poge (so 
called) on Martha's Vineyard, in the state of Massachusetts, and to 
appoint a keeper, and otherwise to provide for the support of such light
house at the expense of the United States: Provided, that sufficient 
land for the accommodation of such lighthouse, together with the juris
diction thereof, shall be duly and legally granted to, and vested in the 
United States. 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be, and hereby i:i Appropriation. 
appropriat~d for the erection of said lighthouse on Cape Poge, a sum 
not exceedmg two thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies which 
may be in the treasury of the United States, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 30, 1801. 

CHAP, IV.-.!l.n .fl.ct to provide for the more convenient organization ef tke Courts 
of tke United States. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the next session of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, the said court shall be holden by the justices thereof, or any four 
of them, at the city of Washington, and shall have two sessions in each 
and every year thereafter, to commence on the first Monday of Jane and 
December respectively; and that if four of the said justices shall not 
attend within ten days after the times hereby appointed for the com
mencement of the said sessions respectively, the said court shall be con
tinued over till the next stated session thereof: Provided always, that 
any one or more of the said justices, attending as aforesaid, shall have 
power to make all necessary orders touching any suit, action, appeal, 
writ of error, process, pleadings, or proceeding, returned to the said 
court or depending therein, preparatory to the hearing, trial or deci
sion of such action, suit, appeal, writ of error, process, pleadings or 
proceedings. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That the said court shall have 
power, and is hereby authorized, to issue writs of prohibition, manda
mus, scire facias, habeas corpus, certiorari, procedendo, and all other 
writs not specially provided for by statute, which may be necessary for 
the exercise of its jurisdiction, and agreeable to the principles and 
usages of law. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtltcr enacted, That from and after the next va
cancy that shall happen in the said court, it shall consist of five justices 
only; that is to say, of one chief justice, and four associate justices. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the better establishment 
of the circuit courts of the United States, the said states shall be, and 
hereby are divided into districts, in manner following; that is to say, 
one to consist of that part of the state of Maseachusetts, which is called 
the district of Maine, and to be called the district of Maine; one to 
consist of the state of New Hampshire, and to be called the district of 
New Hampshire; one to consist of the remaining part of the state of 
Massachusetts, and to be called the district of Massachusetts; one to 
consist of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and to 
he called the district of Rhode Island; one to consist of the state of 
Connecticut, and to be called the district of Connecticut; one to con
sist of the state of Vermont, and to be called the district of Vermont; 
one to consist of that part of the state of New York which )ies_ north of 
the counties of Dutchess and Ulster, and to be called the district of Al
bany; one to consist of the remaining part of the state of New York, 
and to be called the district of New York; one to consist of the state 
of New Jersey, and to be called the district of Jersey; one t.o consist of 
that part of the state of Pennsylvania which lies east of the nver Susque
hanna and the northeast branch thereof, to the line betwixt Northum
berland and Luzerne counties; thence westwardly along said line, be
twixt Northumberland and Luzerne, and betwixt Luzerne and Lycom
ing counties, until the same strikes the line of the state of New y ork, 
and to be called the Eastern district of Pennsylvania; one to consist of 
the remaining part of the state of Pennsylvania, and to be called the 
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Western district of Pennsylvania; one to consist of the s_tate of Delaware, 
and to be called the district of Delaware; one to consist of the state of 
Maryland, and to be called the district of Maryland; one to consist of 
that part of the state of Virginia, which lies to the eastward of a line to 
be drawn from the river Potomac at Harper's ferry, along the Blue Ridge, 
with the line which divides the counties on the east side thereof from 
those on the west side thereof, to the North Carolina line, to be called the 
Eastern district of Virginia; one to consist of th~ r~maining p_ar_t of the 
said state of Virginia, to be called th~ Western d1stnct of Virginia_; one 
to consist of the state of North Carolma, and to be called the d1stnct of 
North Carolina· one to consist of the state of South Carolina, and to be 
called the district of South Carolina; one to consist of the state of 
Georgia, and to be called the district of Georgia; one to consist of that 
part of the state of Tennessee which lies on the east side of Cumberland 
mountain, and to be called the district of East Tennessee; one to consist 
of the remaining part of said state, and to be called the district of West 
Tennessee; one to consist of the state of Kentucky, and to be called the 
district of Kentucky; and one to consist of the territory of the United 
States northwest of the Ohio, and the Indiana territory, and to be called 
the district of Ohio. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That where any two adjoining 
districts of the United States shall be divided from each other, in whole 
or in part, by any river, bay, water, water-course or mountain, the whole 
width of such river, bay, water, water-course or mountain, as the case 
may be, shall be taken and deemed, to all intents and purposes, to be 
within both of the districts so to be divided thereby. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said districts shall be 
classed into six circuits in manner following; that is to say: The first 
circuit shall consist of the districts of Maine, New Hampshire, Massa
chusetts, and Rhode Island; the second, of the districts of Connecticut, 
Vermont, Albany and New York; the third, of the districts of Jersey, 
the Eastern and Western districts of Pennsylvania, and Delaware; the 
fourth, of the districts of Maryland, and the Eastern and Western dis
tricts of Virginia; the fifth, o·f the districts of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia; and the sixth, of the districts of East Tennessee, 
West Tennessee, Kentucky, and Ohio. 

SEc. 7. And be it furthe1· enacted, That there shall be in each of the 
aforesaid circuits, except the sixth circuit, three judges of the United 
States, to be called circuit judges, one of whom shall be commissioned 
aft chief judge; and that there shall be a circuit court of the United 
States, in and for each of the aforesaid circuits, to be composed of the 
circuit judges within the five first circuits respectively, and in the sixth 
circuit, by a circuit judge, and the judges of the district courts of Ken
tucky and Tennessee; the duty of all of whom it shall be to attend, but 
any two of whom shall form a quorum; and that each and every of the 
said circuit courts shall hold two sessions annually, at the times and places 
following, in and for each district contained within their several circuits 
respectively; that is to say, the circuit court of the first circuit, at Pro
vidence on the eighth day of May, and at Newport on the first day of 
November, in and for the district of Rhode Island; at Boston, in and 
for the 'district of Massachusetts, on the twenty-second day of May and 
fifteenth day of October; at Portsmouth on the eighth day of June, and 
at Exeter on the twenty-ninth day of September, in and for the district 
of New Hampshire; in and for the district of Maine, at Portland on the 
fifteenth day of June, and at Wiscasset on the twenty-second day of 
September. The circuit court of the second circuit, at New Haven on 
the fifteenth day of April, and at Hartford, on the twenty-fifth day of 
September, in and for the district of Connecticut; at Windsor on the 
fifth day of May, and at Rutland on the fHle!;nth day of October, in and 



S1XTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 4. 1801. 

for the district of Vermont; at the city of Albany, in and for the dis
trict of Albany, on the twentieth day of May and twenty-fifth day of 
October; at the city of New York, in and for the district of New York, 
on the fifth day of June and the tenth day of November. The circuit 
court of the third circuit, at Trenton, in and for the district of Jersey, 
on the second days of May and October; at the city of Philadelphia, in 
and for the Eastern district of Pennsylvania, on the eleventh day of May 
and eleventh day of October; at Bedford, in and for the ,v estern district 
of Pennsylvania, on the twenty-fifth day of June and twenty-fifth day of 
November; and at Dover, in and for the district of Delaware, on the 
third day of June and twenty-seventh day of October. The circuit court 
of the fourth circuit, at Baltimore, in and for the district of Maryland, 
on the twentieth day of March and fifth day of November; at Lexington 
in Rockbridge county, in and for the Western district of Virginia, on 
the fifth day of April and twentieth day of November; and at the city 
of Richmond, in and fur the Eastern district of Virginia, on the twenty
fifth day of April, and fifth day of December. The circuit court of the 
fifth circuit, at Raleigh, in and for the district of North Carolina, on the 
first day of June and the first day of November; at Charleston on the 
sixth day of May, and at Columbia on the thirtieth day of November, in 
and for the district of South Carolina; at Savannah on the tenth day of 
April, and at Augusta on the fifteenth day of December, in and for the 
district of Geo,gia; and the circuit court of the sixth circuit, at Knox
ville, in and for the district of East Tennessee, on the twenty-fifth day of 
March and twenty-fifth day of September; at Nashville, in and for the 
district of West Tennessee, on the twentieth day of April and twentieth 
day of October; and at Bairdstown, in and for the district of Kentucky, 
on the fifteenth day of May and fifteenth day of November; and at Cin
cinnati in and for the district of Ohio, on the tenth day of June and on 
the tenth day of December; and so on the several days and at the several 
places aforesaid, in each and every year afterwards: Provided always, 
that when any of the said days shall happen on Sunday, then the said 
court hereby directed to be holden on such day, shall be holden on the 
next day thereafter; and provided also, that there shall be appointed, in 
the sixth circuit, a judge of the United States, to be called a circuit 
judge, who together with the district judges of Tennessee and Kentucky, 
shall hold the circuit courts, hereby directed to be holden, within the 
said circuit; and that whenever the office of district judge, in the dis
tricts of Kentucky and Tennessee respectively, shall become vacant, 
such vacancies shall respectively be supplied by the appointment of two 
additional circuit judges, in the said circuit, who, together with the 
circuit judge first aforesaid, shall compose the circuit court of the said 
circuit. 

SEc. 8. Pro1Jided always, and be it further enacted, That the said 
circuit courts hereby established shall have power, and hereby are 
authorized, to hold special sessions, for the trial of criminal causes, at 
any other time or times than is hereby directed, at their discretion. 

SEc. 9. And provided also, and be it further enacted, That if in the 
opinion of any judge of any of the said circuit courts, it shall be danger
ous to hold the next stated session of such court, for any district within 
the circuit to which such judge shall belong, at the place by law appointed 
for holding the same; it shall be lawful for such judge to _issu~ his ~rder, 
under his hand and seal, to the marshal of such court, d1rectrng him to 
adjourn the said session, to such other place within the same district as 
the said judge shall deem convenient; which said marshal shall, there
upon, adjourn the said court pursuant to such order, by making, in one 
or more public papers, printed within the said district, publication of 
such order and adjournment, from the time when ~e shall receive 
such order to the time appointed by law for eommencmg 3uch stated 
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session: and that the court so to be held, according to, and by virtue of 
such adjournment, shall have the_ same powers and authorities, and shall 
proceed in the same manner, as 1f the same had been held at the place 
appointed by law for that purpose. . . 

SEc. JO. And be it further enacted, That the circmt courts shall have, 
and hereby are invested with, all the powers heretofore granted by law 
to the circuit courts of the United States, unless where otherwise provided 
by this act. . . . 

SEC. 11. And be it furtltcr enacted, That the said circuit courts re
spectively shall have cognizance of ail crimes and oti:ences cog_nizab(e 
under the authority of the Umted States, and committed w1thm the1T 
respective districts, or upon the high seas; and also of all cases in law 
or equity arisina under the constitution and laws of the United States. 
and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their authority ; and 
also of all actions, or suits of a civil nature, at common law, or in equity, 
where the United States shall be plaintiffs or complainants; and also of 
all seizures on land or water, and all penalties and forfeitures, made, 
arising or accruing under the laws of the United States; which cogni
zance of aH penalties and forfeitures, shall be exclusively of the state 
comts, in the said circuit courts, where the offence, by which the penalty 
or forfeiture is incurred, shall have been committed within fifty miles of 
the place of holding the said courts; an<l also of all actions, or suits, 
matters or things cognizable by the judicial authority of the United 
States, under and by virtue of the constitution thereof, where the matter 
in dispute shall amount to four hundred dollars, and where original 
jurisdiction is not given by the constitution of the United States to the 
si1preme court thereof, or exclusive jurisdiction by law to the district 
courts of the United States: Provided always, that in all cases where 
the title, or bounds of land shall come into question, the jurisdiction of 
the said circuit courts shall not be restrained, by reason of the value of 
the land in dispute. 

SEc. 12. And be it furthe1· enacted, That the said circuit courts re
spectively shall have cognizance concurrently with the district courts, of 
all cases which shall arise, within their respective circuits, under the act 
to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States; and that each circuit judge, within his respective circuit, shall and 
may perform all and singular the duties enjoined by the said act, upon a 
judge of a district court : and that the proceedings under a commission 
of bankruptcy, which shall issue from a circuit judge, shall in all respects 
be conformable to the proceedings under a commission of bankruptcy, 
which shall issue from a district judge, mutatis mutandis. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That where any action or suit 
shall be, or shall have been commenced, in any state court within the 
United States, against an alien, or by a citizen or citizens of the state 
in which such suit or action shall be, or shall have been commenced 
against a citizen or citizens of another state, and the matter in dispute, 
except in cases where the title or bounds of land shall be in question, 
shall exceed the sum or value of four hundred dollars, exclusive of costs, 
and the defendant 01· defendants in such suit or action shall be personally 
served with the original process therein, or shall appear thereto ; or 
where, in ·any suit or action, so commenced or to be commenced, final 
judgment, for a sum exceeding four hundred dollars, exclusive of costs, 
shall have been rendered in such state court, aaainst such defendant or 
defendants, without return of personal service ~n him, her, or them, of 
the original process in such suit or action, and without an appearance 
thereto, by him, her, or them, and a writ of error, or writ of review, 
shall be brought by such defendant or defendants, in such state court 
to reverse the said judgment; or where any suit or action shall hav; 
been, or shall be commenced in any such court, against any person or 
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persons, in any case arising under the constitution or laws of the United 
States, or treaties made or to be made under their authority • the·n and 
in any of the said cases, it shall be lawful for the defendant or defend
ants, in such suit or action, at the time of entering his, her, or their ap
pearance thereto, and for the plaintiff, or plaintiffs in such writ of error, 
or writ of review, at the time when such writ shall be returnable, to file 
in such court a petition for the removal of such suit, action, writ of 
error, or writ of review, to the next circuit court of the United States, 
hereby directed to be holden in and for the district within which such 
state court shall be holden, and to offer to such state court good and 
sufficient surety for entering, in such circuit court, on the first day of its 
next ensuing session, true copies of the process and proceedings, in 
rnch action, suit, writ of error, or writ of review, and also for his, her, 
or their appearance in the said circuit court, at the period aforesaid, and 
then and there entering special bail, in the said suit, or action, if special 
bail was originally dcmandable, and demanded therein; whereupon it 
shall be the duty of the said state court to accept the said security, and 
to stay all further proceedings in such suit, action, writ of error, or writ 
of review, and to discharge any bail that may have been given therein; 
and that the said copies being filed as aforesaid in such circuit court, and 
special bail, in manner aforesaid, being given therein, such suit, action, 
writ of error, or writ of review, shall be therein proceeded on, tried, 
heard and determined, in the same manner as if there originally com
menced or brought : Provided always, that any attachment of the goods 
or estate of the defendant, by the original process in such suit or action, 
shall hold the goods or estate so attached, to answer the final judgment 
in the said circuit court, in the same manner as by the laws of the state 
they would have been holden, to answer the final judgment, had it been 
rendered by the court in which the suit or action was commenced. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtl1er enacted, That when any suit or action, 
commenced, or to be commenced, in any state court within the United 
States, between citizens of the same state, the title_ or bounds of land 
shall come into question, it shall be lawful for either party, before 
trial, to state to the said court, and make affidavit if thereby required, 
that he·, she, or they, doth or do claim under, and at the hearing or trial 
shall rely upon a right or title to the lands in dispute, under a grant, or 
grants, from a state other than that wherein such suit or action is, 
or shall be pending; and to produce to the said court the original 
grant, or grants, so claimed under, or exemplifications thereof, except 
in cases where the loss of public records shall put it out of his, her or 
their power so to do; and to move that the adverse party do inform the 
l'aid court, forthwith, whether he, she, or they, doth or do claim the 
land in dispute, under a grant or grants from the state wherein such 
suit or action is, or shall be pending; whereupon the said adverse party 
shall give such information, or otherwise not be allowed to plead, or 
give in evidence, in the cause any such grant; and that if it shall 
appear from such information, that the said adverse party doth claim 
the said lands, under any such grant, or grants, then it shall be lawful 
for the party moving for such information, if plaintiff or complainant !n 
the said suit or action, to remove the same, by motion, to the next cir
cuit court of the United States, hereby directed to be holden in and 
for the district within which such state court shall be holden; and if 
defendant in the said suit or action, then to remove the same, as afore
said, in the same manner, and under the like regulations, terms, and 
conditions, as are provided in and by the preceding section of this act, 
in the cases of actions thereby directed to be removed ; and that the 
said circuit courts respectively, into which such suit or action shall be 
removed, pursuant to the provisions in this section contained, shall pro
ceed in, try, hear and determine the same, in like manner as if therein 
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brought by origi1~al proc~ss: Provided always, that nei~her party,_ so 
removing any smt or action, shall be allowed, on the tnal or hearing 
thereof, to plead, give evidence of, or rely_on, any other title th~n that 
by him, her, or them, so stated as aforesaid, as the ground of his, her, 
or their claim. 

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, •That any one judge of any of 
the said circuit courts shall be, and hereby is, authorized and empowered, 
to hold the same from day to day, not exceeding five days, to impannel 
and charge the grand jury, to order process on any indictment or pre
sentment found in the said court; to direct subpamas for witnesses to 
attend the same, and the requisite process on the non-attendance of 
witnesses or jurors; to receive any presentment or indictment from the 
grand jury; to take recognizance for the attendance of any witnes,;, or 
fot the appearance of any person, presented or indicted; to award and 
issue process, and order commitment for contempts; to commit any 
person presented or indicted, for want of security or otherwise; to order 
publication of testimony; to issue commissions for the examination of 
witnesses, where allowable by law; to grant rules and orders of survey; 
to take order, where necessary, relative to jurors, to serve at the next 
stated session of the said court; to direct the examination of witnesses 
de bene esse, where allowed by law ; to make rules of reference by 
consent of parties; and to grant continuances on the motion of either 
party, upon such terms and conditions, as shall be agreeable to practice 
and the usages of Jaw; and that if some other judge of the said court 
shall not attend the same within five days after the commencement 
thereof, inclusive, then the said court shall, by virtue -of this act, be 
continued over to the next stated session thereof; in which case, all writs, 
process, and recognizances, returned and returnable to the said court, 
and all actions, suits, process, pleadings, and other proceedings of what 
nature or kind soever, depending before the said court, shall, by virtue 
of this act, be continued to the next stated session of the same. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be arrested 
in one of the said distriets, for trial in another, before any of the said 
cirnuit courts in any civil action; and that no civil action or suit shall 
be brought before any of the said courts, by any original process, again~t 
an inhabitant of the United States, in any other district than that where
of he is an inhabitant, or in which he shall be found at the time of sen'
ing the writ; nor shall any district or circuit court have cognizance of 
any suit to recover the contents of any promissory note, or other chose 
in action, in favour of an assignee, unless a suit might have been pro
secuted in such court to recover the said contents, if no assignment had 
been made, except in cases of foreign bills of exchange. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the trials of all issues 
of fact, before any of the circuit courts hereby established, except in 
cases of equity, and admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, shall be by jury. 

SEc. 18. And he it .fartltcr enacted, That any judge of any of the 
said circuit courts shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered, 
in all cases cognizable by the circuit court, whereof he shall be a judrre, 
to grant writs of ne-exeat, and writs of injunction to stay waste, or'"to 
stay proceedings at law, on any judgment rendered by such circuit 
court, upon the like terms and conditions as such writs may be now 
granted, by the justices of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

SEC. 19. And be it furtlicr enacted, That if in the opinion of any 
circuit judge, of the circuit within which such district may be situated, 
the life or lives of any person or persons, confined in the prison of such 
district, under or by virtue of any law of the United States, shall be 
in imminent danger, arising from the place of such confinement, it 
s~all, in such case, be law_ful for such judge, and he is hereby autho
rized and empowered, to direct the marshal of such district to remove, 
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or cause to be removed, the person or persons so confined, to the next 
adjacent prison, there to be confined, until he, she, or they, may safely 
be removed back, to the place of his, her, or their first confinement· 
and that the said removals shall be at the expense of the United States'. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, process, 
pleadings, and other proceedings of what nature or kind soever, de
pending or existing in any of the present circuit courts of the United 
States, or in any of the present district courts of the United States, 
acting as circuit courts, shall be, and hereby are, continued over to the 
circuit courts established by this act, in manner following, that is to say: 
all such as shall, on the fifteenth day of June next, be dependincr and 
undetermined, or shall then have been commenced and made retu;nable 
before the district court of Maine, acting as a circuit court, to the next 
circuit court hereby directed to be holden within and for the district 
of Maine; all such as shall be depending and undetermined before the 
circuit court for the district of New Hampshire, to the next circuit 
court hereby directed to be holden, within and for the district of New 
Hampshire; all such as shall be depending and undetermined before 
the circuit court for the district of Massachusetts, to the next circuit 
court hereby directed to be holden, within and for the district of Mas
sachusetts; all such as shall be depending and undetermined before 
the circuit court of the district of Rhode Island, to the next circuit 
court hereby directed to be holden, within and for the district of Rhode 
Island; all such as shall be depending or undetermined before the 
circuit court for the district of Connecticut, to the next circuit court 
hereby directed to be holden, within and for the district of Connec
ticut; all such as shall be depending and undetermined before the 
circuit court for the district of Vermont, to the next circuit court here
by directed to be holden, within and for the district of Vermont; all 
such as shall be depending and undetermined before the circuit court 
for the district of New York, to the next circuit court hereby directed 
to be holden, within and for the district of New York; all such as shall 
be depending and undetermined before the circuit court for the district 
of New Jersey, to the next circuit court hereby directed to be holden, 
within and for the district of Jersey; all such as shall be depending 
and undetermined before the circuit court for the district of Pennsyl
vania, to the next circuit court hereby directed to be holden, within and 
for the eastern district of Pennsylvania; all such as shall be depending 
and uhdetermined before the circuit court for the district of Delaware, 
to the next circuit court hereby directed to be holden, within and for 
the district of Delaware; all such as shall be depending and undeter
mined before the circuit court for the district of Maryland, to the next 
circuit court hereby directed to be holden, within and for the district of 
Maryland; all such as shall be depending and undetermined before the 
circuit court for the district of Virginia, to the next circuit court here
by directed to be holden, within and for the eastern district of Virginia; 
all such as shall be depending and undetermined before the circuit court 
for the district of North Carolinia, to the next circuit court hereby 
directed to be holden, within and for the district of North Carolina; 
all such as shall be depending and undetermined before the circuit court 
for the district of South Carolina, to the next circuit court hereby 
directed to be holden, within and for the district of South Carolina; 
all such as shall be depending and undetermined before the circuit 
court for the district of Georgia, to the next circuit court hereby directed 
to be holden, within and for the district of Georgia; all such as shall 
be depending and undetermined before the district court o~ Tennessee, 
acting as a circuit court, to the next circuit court hereby d1Tected to be 
holden, within and for the district of East Tennessee; all su_ch as shall 
be depending and undetermined before the district court of Kentucky, 
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acting as a circuit court, to the next circuit court hereby directed to be 
holden within and for the district of Kentucky; and shall there be 
equally regular and effectual, an.d shall be proceeded in, in the same 
manner as they could have been, if this act had not been ~ade. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacte_d, That for ~he bettt;r d_1spatch of the 
business of district courts of the Umted.States, m the d1stncts of Jersey, 
Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, _addition~! district courts shall 
be established therein, in manner followmg, that 1s to say : The said 
district of Jersey shall be divided into two districts; one to consist of 
that part thereof, which is called East ~ew Jersey, a_nd to be called the 
district of East Jersey; a district court, m and for wluch, shall be holden 
at New Brunswick, by the district judge of the district of Jersey, on the 
fourth Tuesday in May, and on the fourth Tuesday in November, in each 
and every year; and one other, to consist of the remaining part of the 
said district of Jersey, and to be called the district of West Jersey, a dis
trict court, in and for which, shall be holden at Burlington, by the dis
trict judge last aforesaid, on the fourth Tuesday in February, and on the 
fourth Tuesday in August, in each and every year. And a new district 
shall be established, in the districts of Maryland and Virginia, to consist 
of the territory of Columbia, of all that part of the district of Maryland, 
which lies west and southwest of the river Patuxent, and of the western 
branch thereof, and south of the line which divides the county of Mont
gomery in the last mentioned district, from the county of Frederick, and 
of a line to be drawn from the termination of the last mentioned line, a 
northeast course to the western branch of the Patuxent; and of all that 
part of the district of Virginia, which lies north of the river Rappahan
nock, and east of the line which divides the counties of Fauquier and 
Loudon, in the last mentioned district from the counties of Fairfax, 
Prince William, and Stafford; which new district shall be called the 
district of Potomac, and a district court in and for the same, shall be 
holden at Alexandria, by the district judge of the district of Mary land, 
on the first Tuesday in April, and the first Tuesday in October, in each 
and every year. And there shall he a new district established in the 
district of Virginia, to be called the district of Norfolk, and to consist of 
all that part of the said district of Virginia, which is contained within 
the counties of Isle of Wight, N ansemond, Norfolk, Princess Anne, 
James City, New Kent, Warwick, York, Elizabeth City, Gloucester, 
Matthews, Middlesex, Accomac, and Northampton; a district court, in 
and for which district of Norfolk, shall be holden at Norfolk, by the dis
trict judge of the district of Virginia, on the first Tuesday in February, 
on the first Tuesday in May, on the first Tuesday in August, and on the 
first Tuesday in November, in each and every year. And the district 
of North Carolina shall be divided into three districts; one to consist of 
all that part thereof, which by the laws of the state of North Carolina, 
now forms the districts of Edenton and Halifax; which district shall be 
called the district of Albemarle, and a district court, in and for the same, 
shall be holden at Edenton, by the district judge of the district of North 
Carolina, on the third Tuesday in April, on the third Tuesday in August, 
and on the third Tuesday in December, in each and every year; one 
other to be called the district of Pamplico, and to consist of all that part 
of the district of North Carolina aforesaid, which by the laws of the said 
state now forms the district of Newbern and Hillsborough, together with 
all that part of the district of Wilmington, which lies to the northward 
and eastward of the river called New River, and for which district of 
~amptico, a district court shall be holden at Newbern, by the district 
Judge last aforesaid, on the first Tuesday in April, on the first Tuesday 
m August, and on the first Tuesday in December; in each and every 
y~ar. And one other to consist of the remaining part of the said dis
tnct of North Carolina, and to be called the district of Cape Fear, in and 
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for which a district court shall be holden at "\Vilmington, by the district 
judge last aforesaid, on the last Tuesday in March, on the last Tuesday 
in July, and on the last 'l'uesday in November, in each and every year; 
which said courts, hereby directed to be holden, shall severally and re
spectively have and exercise, within their several and respective districts, 
the same powers, authority, and. jurisdiction, in all cases and respects 
whatsoever, which are vested by law in the district courts of the United 
States. 

SEc. 22. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be clerks for 
each of the said courts to be appointed by the judge thereof, which clerks 
shall reside and keep the records of the said courts, at the places of hold
ing the courts, whereto they respectively shall belong, and shall perform 
the same duties, and be entitled to and receive the same emoluments and 
fees, which are established by law, for the clerks of the district courts of 
the United States respectively; and that the marshals and attornies of 
the United States, for the districts, which are hereby divided, or within 
the limits of which new districts are hereby erected, shall continue to be 
marshals and attornies for the courts hereby appointed to be holden 
within the limits of their present districts respectively, and shall have, 
exercise, and perform, within the jurisdictions of those courts respectively, 
all the powers and duties, and receive all the fees and emoluments, ap
pointed and established by law, for the marshals and attornies of the 
United States. 

SEc. 23. And be it furtlter enacted, That the stated sessions of the 
district court of the district of Maryland shall hereafter be holden at 
Baltimore only. 

SEC. 24. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the district courts of the 
United States, in and for the districts of Tennessee and Kentucky, shall 
be, and hereby are, abolished; and that all and singular the powers, 
authority and jurisdiction of the said courts respectively shall be and 
hereby are vested in, and shall be exercised by the circuit courts, by this 
act directed to be holden in and for the districts of East Tennessee, 
West Tennessee and Kentucky, respectively, within the limits of their 
respective jurisdictions; and that the circuit judges to be appointed for 
the sixth circuit aforesaid, severally, shall be invested with, possess and 
exercise, all and singular the powers, now vested by law in the district 
judges of the United States. 

SEc. 25. And be it furtlter enacted, That in case of the inability of 
the district judge of either of the districts of the United States, to per
form the duties of his office, and satisfactory evidence thereof being 
shown to the circuit court, in and for such district, it shall be the duty 
of such circuit court, from time to time, as occasion may require, to di
rect one of the judges of said circuit court, to perform the duties of such 
district judge, within and for said district, for and during the period the 
inability of the district judge shall continue. And it shall be the duty 
of the circuit judge, to whom the duties of the district judge shall 
be assigned in manner aforesaid, and he is hereby authorized to per
form the duties of said district judge, during the continuance of his 
disability. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several circuit courts 
hereby established shall have power to appoint clerks for their respective 
courts; that is to say, one for each district within which such court is or 
shall be directed by law to be holden; which clerks respectively shall 
take the same oath or affirmation, and give the like bonds, as are by law 
required to be taken and given by the clerk of the supreme court of the 
United States; and shall be entitled to demand and receive, for their 
services respectively, the same fees, to be recovered in the same manner, 
as have heretofore been allowed by law, for the like services, to the 
clerks of the circuit and district courts of the United States. 

Vor.. II.-13 I 
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SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That the circuit co~rts of tJ:re 
United States heretofore established, shall cease and be abolished; and 
that the reco~ds and office papers of every kind, belonging to those 
courts respectively, shall be safely kept by t~e clerks ~hereof, who sh~ll 
continue in all respects to act as heretofore m the busmess of the said 
courts, until it shall otherwise be ordered by the courts hereby estab
lished. 

SEc. 28. And be it furtlter enaded, That the supreme, circuit and 
district courts of the United States, shall be, and hereby are, constituted 
courts of record. 

SEc. 29. And be it further enacted, That all writs and processes what
soever, issuing from any of the circuit courts, here~y_est~blished, shall, 
after the first day of April next, bear test of the presiding Judge of such 
court; before which time they shall bear test of the chief justice of the 
United States; all which said writs and processes sliall be signed by the 
clerks of the courts respectively, from which the same shall issue, and 
shall be made returnable to the next stated or special session of such 
court, and all writs and processes which have issued, or which may issue 
before the first day of April next, returnable to the circuit courts hereto
fore established, or to any district court acting as a circuit court, shall 
be returned to the circui't courts hereby established, and shall be there 
proceeded in, in the same manner as they could, had they been origin
ally returnable to the circuit courts hereby established. 

SEc, 30. And be it further enacted, That every justice of the supreme 
court of the United States, and every judge of any circuit or district 
court shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered, to grant writs 
of habeas corpus, for the purpose of inquiring into the cause of commit
ment, and thereupon to discharge from confinement, on bail or other
wise: Provided always, that no writ of habeas corpus, to be granted 
under this act, shall extend to any prisoner or prisoners in gaol, unless 
such prisoner or prisoners be in custody, under or by colour of the 
authority of the United States, or be committed for trial before some 
court of the same; or be necessary to be brought into court to give 
testimony. 

SEc. 31. And be it further enacted, That the several courts of the 
United States shall be, and hereby are authorized and empowered to 
grant new trials and rehearings, on motion and cause shown, and to 
make and establish all necessary rules and regulations, for returning 
writs, filing pleas, and other proceedings; and for regulating the prac
tice and enforcing the orderly conduct of business, in the said courts 
respectively : Provided always, that the said rules and regulations be 
not repugnant to the laws of the United States; and that all the courts 
of the United States, and each of the justices and judges thereof, shall 
be, and hereby are, authorized and empowered to administer all neces
sary oaths and affirmations, and to bind to the peace or good behaviour, 
with surety where necessary, in all cases, arising under the authority of 
the United States. 

SEc. 32. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall be 
appointed a judge of any circuit court, hereby established, shall, before 
he shall begin to exercise the duties of his said office, take the following 
oath or affirmation; that is to say: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear" ( or 
affirm)" that I will administer justice without respect to persons; and 
will do equal right to all persons; and will, in all things, faithfully and 
impartially discharge and perform, all the duties incumbent on me as a 
judge of according to the best of my abilities and nnderstand
mg, and to the constitution and laws of the United States." 

SEc. 33. And be it further enacted, That from all final judgments or 
decrees, in any of the district courts of the United States, an appeal, 
where the matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, shall exceed the sum or 
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value of fifty dollars, shall be allowed to the circuit court next to be 
holden, in the district where such final judgment or judgments, decree 
or decrees, may be rendered; and the circuit court or courts are hereby 
authorized and required to receive, hear and determine such appeal; 
and that from all final judgments or decrees in any circuit court, in any 
cases of equity, of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, and of prize or 
no prize, an appeal, where the matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, shall 
exceed the sum or value of two thousand dollars, shall be allowed to the 
supreme court of the United States; and that upon such appeal, a tran
script of the libel, bill, answer, depositions, and all other proceedings of 
what kind soever in the cause, shall be transmitted to the said supreme 
court; and that no new evidence shall be received in the said court, on 
the hearing of such appeal; and that such appeals shall be subject to the 
same rules, regulations and restrictions, as are prescribed by law in case 
of writs of error; and that the said supreme court shall be, and hereby 
is authorized and required, to receive, hear and determine such appeals. 

SEc. 34. And be it fui·ther enacted, That all final judgments in civil 
actions at common law, in any of the circuit courts hereby established, 
whether brought by original process in such court, or removed thereto 
from any state court, and all final judgments in any of the district courts 
of the United States may, where the matter in dispute, exclusive of 
costs, shall exceed the sum or .value of two thousand dollars, be re
examined and reversed or affirmed, in the supreme court of the United 
States, by writ of error: whereto shall be annexed, and returned there
with at the day and place therein mentioned, an authenticated transcript 
of the record and assignment of errors, and prayer for reversal, and also 
a citation to the adverse party, signed by a judge of such circuit court, 
or by the district judge as the case may be; which citation shall be 
served on the adverse party personally, or by leaving a true copy thereof 
at his or their usual place or places of residence, at least thirty days be
fore the time mentioned in such writ of error, for the return thereof. 

SEc. 35. And be it further enacted, That the stipulation, bond or 
security, taken upon any writ of error or appeal to be brought or allowed 
as aforesaid, shall be returned by the judge taking the same, to the clerk 
or register of the court where the judgment or decree complained of 
was rendered, to be by him annexed to the transcript of the record, 
hereby directed to be sent up to the supreme court of the United States. 

SEc. 36. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed, in 
and for each of the districts established by this act, a marshal, whose 
duty it shall be to attend the circuit courts of the United States hereby 
established, when sitting within such district, and who shall have and 
exercise, within such district, the same powers, perform the same duties, 
be subject to the same penalties, give the same bond with sureties, take 
the same oath, be entitled to and receive the same compensation and 
emoluments, and in all respects be subject to the same regulations, as 
are now prescribed by law, in respect to the marshals of the United 
States heretofore appointed: Provided always, that the several marshals 
of the United States, now in office, shall, during the periods for which 
they were respectively appointed, unless sooner removed by the President 
of the United States, be and continue marshals for the several districts 
hereby established, within which they respectively reside; and shall per
form the duties, exercise the powers, and receive the emoluments, hereby 
directed to be performed, exercised and received, by marshals therein. 

SEc. 37. And be it furtlier enacted, That there shall be appointed for 
each of the districts hereby established, a person learned in the law, to 
act as attorney for the United States within such d_istrict,_ and in the 
circuit and district courts which may be holden therem; which attorney 
shall take an oath or affirmation for the faithful performance of the du
ties of his office, and shall prosecute, in such district, all delinquents for 
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crimes and offences cognizable under the auth?rity of the United States, 
and all civil actions or suits in which the Umted States shall be con
cerned, except actions or suits in the suprem~ court_ of the United States; 
and shall be entitled to, and receive, for their services respectively, such 
compensations, emoluments and fees, as by law are or shall be allowed, 
to the district attornies of the United States: Provided always, that the 
district attornies of the United States now in office shall, severally and 
respectively, be attornies for those districts. hereby establis?ed, within 
which they reside, until removed by the President of the Umted States; 
and shall perform the duties, exercise the powers, and receive the emol
uments, hereby directed to be performed, exercised and received, by the 
attorney of the United States therein. 

SEc. 38. And be it further enacted, That jurors and witnesses attend
ing any of the courts, hereby established, shali be entitled to and receive 
the same compensations respectively, as heretofore have been allowed 
by law to jurors and witnesses, attending the circuit and district courts 
of the United States. 

SEc. 39. And be it further enacted, 'That the records of the several 
circuit courts, hereby established, shall hereafter be kept at the respec
tive places at which the said courts are hereby directed to be holden: 
Provided always, that in the district wherein there arc more than one 
place directed by this act for holding said circuit courts, the records of 
the circuit court in such district shall hereafter be kept in either of such 
places, as the said court in such district shall direct. 

SEC. 40. And be it further enacted, That the privilege from arrest 
of every person going to, attending at, or returning from, any court of 
the United States, shall be computed and continue, from the time of his 
or her departure from his or her habitation, until his or her return there
to: Provided, that such time shall not exceed one day, Sundays ex
cluded, for every twenty miles of the distance, which such person must 
necessarily travel in so going and returning, over and above the time of 
attendance. 

SEc. 41. And be it further enacted, That each of the circuit judges 
of the United States, to be appointed by virtue of this act, shall be 
allowed as a compensation for his services, an annual salary of two 
thousand dollars, to be paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of the United 
States; except the judges of the sixth circuit, who shall be allowed the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars each, to be paid in like manner; and that 
the salaries of the district judges of Kentucky and Tennessee shall be, 
and hereby are, severally augmented to the like sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars, annually, to be paid in like manner. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1801. 

CHAP, V,-.!J.n .IJ.ct regulating the grants ef land appropriated for the refugees 
from the British provinces ef Canada and Nova Scotia.( a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
surveyor-general be, and he is hereby directed to cause those fractional 
townships of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twen
tieth, twenty-first and twenty-second ranges of townships, which join the 
southern boundary line of the military lands, to be subdivided into half 
sections, containing three hundred and twenty acres each; and to return 
a survey and description of the same to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
on or before the first Monday of December next;. and that the said 
lands be, and they are hereby set apart and reserved for the purpose of 
satisfying the claims of persons entitled to lands under the act, intituled 

(a) Act of April 7, 1798, chap. 26; act of March 3, 1803, chap. 38; act of April 29, 1816, chap. 153. 
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" An act for the relief of the refugees from the British provinces of 
Canada and Nova Scotia." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall, within thirty days after the survey of the lands shall have 
been returned to him as aforesaid, proceed to determine, by lot to be 
drawn in the presence of the secretaries of state and of war, the pri
ority of location of the persons entitled to lands as aforesaid. The 
persons, thus entitled, shall severally make their locations on the second 
Tuesday of January next, and the patents for the lands thus located 
shall be granted in the manner directed for military lands, without 
requiring any fee whatever. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the following persons, claim
ing lands under the above-mentioned act, shall respectively be entitled 
to the following quantities of land; that is to say: Martha Walker, 
widow of Thomas Walker, John Edgar, P. Francis Cazeau, John Allan, 
and Seth Harding, respectively, two thousand two hundred and forty 
acres each; Jonathan Eddy, Colonel James Livingston, and Parker 
Clark, respectively, one thousand two hundred and eighty acres each; 
and the heirs of John Dodge, one thousand two hundred and eighty 
acres; Thomas Faulkner, Edward Faulkner, David Gay, Martin Brooks, 
Lieutenant-colonel Bradford, Noah Miller, Joshua Lamb, Atwood Fales, 
John Starr, William How, Ebenezer Gardner, Lewis F. Delesdernier, 
John McGown, and Jonas C. Minot, respectively, nine hundred and 
sixty acres each; and the heirs of Simeon Chester, nine hundred and 
sixty acres; Jacob Vander Heyden, John Livingston, James Crawford, 
Isaac Danks, Major B. Von Heer, Benjamin Thompson, Joseph Bindon, 
;Joseph Levittre, Lieutenant William Maxwell, John D. Mercier, James 
Price, Seth Noble, Martha Bogart, relict of Abraham Bogart, and for
merly relict of Daniel Tucker, and John Halsted, respectively, six hun
dred and forty acres each; David Jenks, Ambrose Cole, James Cole, 
Adam Johnson, the widow and heirs of Colonel Jeremiah Duggan, 
Daniel Earl, junior, John Paskell, Edward Chinn, Joseph Cone, and 
.lohn Torreyre, respectively, three hundred and twenty acres each; 
Samuel Fales, one hundred and sixty acres; which several tracts of 
land shall, except the last, be located in half sections by the respective 
claimants. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1801. 

CHAP, VI.-.Hn .Bet makin{f the Port of Biddeford and Peppen·elborough, and 
the Port of New Bedford, in Massachusetts, ports of entry for ships or vessels, 
arriving from the Cape of Good Hope, and from places beyond the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repnsentatives ef tlze 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the port of Bid
deford and Pepperrelborough, and the port of New Bedford, in the com
monwealth of Massachusetts, be, and they are hereby made, ports M 
entry for ships or vessels arriving from the Cape of Good Hope, and from 
places beyond the same. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1801. 

CHAP, Vll.-.Rn .Bet to establish the district of Bristol, and to annex the towns 
of Kittery and Berwick to the district ef Portsmouth. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assemble~, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of March next, the towns of ~nstol, Warren_ and 
Barrington in the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantat10ns, 
and all th~ shores and waters around the same, within the following 

J 2 

101 

How locations 
shall be made, 

Patents to be 
granted. 

Quantities of 
land assigned to 
the refugees, 
nominally. 

STATUTE II. 

Feb. 18, 1801. 

Biddeford and 
Pepperrelbo
rough ports of 
entry. 

Vol. i. 639. 

STATUTE II. 

Feb. 25, 1801. 

District ofBris
tol established. 



102 

Collector to 
reside at Bristol. 

I 799, ch. 22, 
sec. 3, 

Vessels from 
or beyond the 
Cape of Good 
Hope may enter 
at its ports. 

Kittery and 
Berwick an
nexed to Ports
mouth. 

ST.4.TUTE II. 

Feb. 25, 1S01. 

Letters to 
John Adams to 
be free of post
vge. 

Act of March 
3, !801, ch. 35, 
sec. 3. 

STATUTE II. 

Feb. 25, 1801. 

R<lpealed by 
Act of April 6, 
1802, ch. 19. 

Act of Nov. 
5, 1794, and Act 
or June 9, 1794, 
continued in 
force to March 
4, 1801. 

179-1, ch. 65. 

"Act laying 
duties upon car. 

SIXTH CONGRESS. St:ss. II. CH. 9, 11. 1801. 

limits viz. a line beginning at the middle of the bay, between Mount 
Hope' and Common Fence Point_, r?nning southwester!~ t~rou~h the 
middle of Bristol Ferry, and contmumg such course until 1t stnkes a 
point of equal distance from Rhode Island to Prudence Island, from 
thence northwardly on a straight line to the westernmost part of Nahant 
Point and from thence to the western shore of Bullock's Point, shall be 
a dist~ict to be called the district of Bristol, of which the port of Bristol 
shall be the sole port of entry, and a collector for ~aid district shall be 
appointed to reside at Bristol, and Warren and_ Barnngton_ shall be ports 
of delivery only, and a surveyor shall be appomted to reside at each of 
the ports of Bristol and Warren ; and the surveyor at Warren shall also 
be surveyor for the port of Barrington. . . 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That said port of Bnstol shall 
also be a port of entry, for all ships or vessels arriving from the Cape of 
Good Hope, or places beyond the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said 
thirty-first day of March next, the towns of Kittery and Berwick, in the 
state of :Massachusetts, shall be annexed to the district of Portsmouth, in 
New Hampshire, as ports of delivery only: Provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to prevent the master or commander of any 
ship or vessel, having merchandise on board, destined for either of the 
said places, from making entry at his option, with t.he collector of the 
district of York, and obtaining permits for the deli ~<·ry thereof as hereto
fore. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1801. 

CHAP, IX.-Jln .!let freeing from postage all letters and packets to John 
.fl_dams. 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and ]louse of Represtntati1Jes ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and 
packets to John Adams, now President of the United States, after the 
expiration of his term of office and during his life, shall be carried by 
the mail, free of postage. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1801. 

CHAP. XI.-..On .11.ct to continue in force the acts laying duties on licenses for sell. 
ing wines, and foreign distilled spirits by retail, and so much of the act laying 
certain duties on snuff and refined sugar as respects a duty on rtjined sugar, on 
property sold at auction, and on carriages for the conveyance if persons. 

Be it enacted b.1/ tlte Senate and House ef Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on the fifth 
?ay of June, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, 
rntituled "An act laying duties on licenses for selling wines and foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors by retail;" and that so much of an act passed 
on the fifth day of June, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, intituled "An act laying certain duties upon snuff and 
refined sugar," _as respects a duty upon refined sugar, and that an act 
passed on the nmth day of June, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
a_nd ~inety-fou_r, intituled "An act laying duties on property sold at auc
~1on, and which acts were, by an act, passed on the third day of March, 
m the ye_ar one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, continued in 
force until the first day of March, in the year one thousand eight hun
dred and one, shall be, and the same are hereby continued in force 
without limitation of time; any thing in any former act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That so much of the thirteenth 
section of an act, passed on the twenty-eighth day of May in the year 



SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 12, 13, 15. 1801. 

one. thousand se_ven hundred and ninety-six, intituled "An act laying 
duties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons, and repealing the 
furmer act for that purpose," as limits the duration of said act, shall be 
and the same is hereby repealed, and said act is hereby continued in 
force, without limitation of time. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1801. 

CHAP. XII.-.Rn .Bet declaring the consent rf Congress to an act of tl,e state rf 
Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth day rf December, one tl,ousand seven hun• 
dred and ninety-three, for the appoint~ient of a _Health Officer. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and I-louse of Representatities ef tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of Congress 
be, and 1s hereby granted and declared, to the operation of an act of 
the General Assembly of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth day of 
December, ~ne thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, intituled "An 
act to appomt a health officer for the port of Baltimore, in Baltimore 
county," so far as to enable the state aforesaid to collect a duty of one 
cent per ton, on all vessels coming into the district of Baltimore from a 
foreign voyage, for the purposes in said act intended. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall be in force for 
three years, from the passing thereof, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1801. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP. XIII.-.On .fl.ct to allow tlte transportation o/ goods, wares and mercl,an. Feb. 27, 1801. 
dise, to and from Philadelphia and Baltimore, by the way of .Oppoquinimink 
and Sassafras. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That any goods, wares 
and merchandise, which lawfully might be transported to or from the 
city of Philadelphia and Baltimore, by the way of Elkton, Bohemia or 
Frenchtown, and Port Penn, Appoquinimink, New Castle, Christiana 
Bridge, Newport or Wilmington, shall and may lawfully be transported, 
to and from the city of Philadelphia and Baltimore, by the way of Ap
poquinimink and Sassafras river, and shall be entitled to all the benefits 
and advantages, and shall be subject to all the provisions, regulations, 
limitations and restrictions, existing in the case of goods, wares and 
merchandise, transported by any of the routes before mentioned. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1801. 

CHAP. xv.-.a,; Act concerning the District rf Columbia.(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 

Goods import
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more or Phila. 
dclphia may be 
transported by 
Appoquinimink 
and Sassafras 
rivers. 

1799, ch. 22. 

STATUTE 11, 

Feb. 27, 1801. 

Laws of Vir• 
ginia and Mary-

(a) District of Columbia. The acts for the government and administration of justice in the District of 
Columbia, are : . 

1. An act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat of the government of the Umted States, 
July 16, 1790, chap. 28. 

2. An act supplementary to an act entitled, "An act concerning the District of Columbia," March 3, 
1801, chap. 24. . . . . 

3 An act concernmg the District of Columbia, February 27, 1801, chap. 15. 
4: An act additional tc an act amendatory of an act entitled, "An act concerning the District of Co-

lumbia," May 3, 1802, chap. 53. . . 
5. An act to amend the ju~icial system of the _u~1ted Sta~es,_ Apr!! 29, 18~2, chap. 31, sec. 24. 
6. An act for the relief of msolvent debtors w1thm the D1stn_ct ot Columbia, March 3,_ 1803, '?hap. 20. 
7. An act to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace m the recovery of debts, m the District of 

Columbia, March 1, 1823, chap. 23. . . . . 
8. An act respecting the adjournment of the circmt court of the D1str1ct of Columbia, March 3, 1825. 
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laws of the state of Virginia, as they now exist, shall be and continue 
in force in that part of the District of Columbia, which was ceded by 
the said state to the United States, and by them accepted for the perma
nent seat of government; and that the laws of the state of Maryland, 

9. An act altering the times of holding the circuit courts in the District of Columbia, May 20, 1826, 
chap. 131. . 

IO. An act to establish a criminal court in the District of Columbia, _July 7, _1838, chap. 192 •. 
11. An act to restrain the circulation of small notes as a currency in the District of Columbia, and for 

other purposes, July 7, 1838, chap. 212. . . . . 
12. Resolution directing the manner in which certam laws of the Dist.net of Columbia shall be execl)ted, 

March 2, 1839, . . . . 
J 3. An act for granting possessions, enrolling conveyances and securmg the estates of purchasers w1thm 

the District of Columbia, May 31, 1832, chap. 112. . . . . 
14. An act changing the times of holding the courts m the District of Columbia, May 31, 1832, chap. 114. 
Act of February 30, 1839, chap. 30. . . . . 
The decisions of the courts of the United States upon this and other statutes relatmg to the District of 

Columbia, and other questions arising in the district, have been: 
The act of Congress of 27 February, 1801, concerning the District of Columbia, directs that writ~ of 

error shall be prosecuted in the same manner, 1;1nder the same regulatwns,_ and the same proceedmgs 
shall be had thereon, as is or shall be provided m case of wnts of error on J_udgments, or appeals upon 
orders or decrees, rendered in the circuit courts of the United States. Umted S\ates v. Hooe et al., 1 
Cranch, 318; I Cond. Rep. 322. . . 

By the separation of the District of Columbia from the state of Maryland, the residents m that part of 
Maryland which became a part of the district ceased to be citizens of the state. Reilly, Appellant v. 
Lamar et al., 2 Cranch, 344; 1 Cond. Rep. 419. 

A citizen of the District of Columbia, could not he discharged by the insolvent law of Maryland, out 
of the district. Ibid. 

A citizen of the District of Columbia, cannot maintain an action in the circuit court of the United 
States, ont of the district; he not being a citizen of a state within the meaning of the provision in the 
law of the United States, regulating the jurisdiction of the courts of the United States. Hepburn and 
Dundas v. Ellzey, 2 Crnnch, 445 ; 1 Cond. Rep, 444. 

A justice of the peace, in the District of Columbia, is an officer of the government of the United States; 
and 1s exempt from militia duty. Wise v. Withers, 3 Cranch, 331; 1 Cond. Rep. 552. 

Under the sixth and eighth sections of the act of assembly of Virginia, of the 22d of December, 1794, 
property pledged to the Mutual Assurance Society, $,;c. continues liable for assessments, on account of 
the losses insured against, in the hands of a bona fide purchaser, without notice. The Mutual Assurance 
Society v. Watts' Ex'rs, 1 Wheat. 279; 3 Cond. Rep. 570, 

A mere change of sovereignty produces no change in the state of rights existing in the soil ; and the 
cession of the District of Columbia to the national government did not affect the lien cre,ted by the above 
act on real property situate in the town of Alexandria; though the personal character or liability of a 
member of the society could not be thereby forced on a purchaser of such property. Ibid. 

Congress has authority to impose a direct tax on the District of Columbia, in proportion to the census 
directed to be taken by the constitution. Loughborough v. Blake, 5 Wheat. 317; 4 Cond. Rep. 660. 

Congress, when legislating for the District of Columbia, under the fifth section of the first article of the 
constitution, is still the legislature of the Union, and its acts are the laws of the United States. Cohens 
v. Virginia, 6 Wheat. 264; 5 Cond. Rep. 90. 

An act of the legislature of Maryland, passed the 19th of December, 1791, entitled" An act concern
ing the territory of Columbia, and the city of Washington," which, by the 6th section, provides for the 
holding of lands by '' foreigners," is an enabling act; and applies to those only who could not take lands 
without the provisions of that law. It enables a "foreigner" to take in the same manner as if he were 
a citizen. Spratt v. Spratt, 1 Peters, 349. 

A foreigner who becomes a citizen, is no longer a foreigner, within the view of the act. Thus, after 
purchase, lands vested in him as a citizen; not by virtue of the act of the legislature of Maryland, but 
because of his acquiring the rights of citizenship. Ibid. 

Land in the county of Washington, and District of Columbia, purchased by a foreigner, before natural
ization, was hold by him under the law of Maryland, and might be transmitted to the relations of the 
purchasers, who were foreigners: and the capacity so to transmit those lands, is given, absolutely by 
this act, and is not affected by his becoming a citizen ; but passes to his heirs and relations, precisely as 
if he had remained a foreigner. Ibid. 

The supreme court of the United States has jurisdiction of appeals from the orphans' court through 
the circuit court for the county of Washington,' by virtue of the_act of Congress of February fa, 1801; 
and by the act of Congress subsequently passed, the matter in chspute, exclusive of costs must exceed 
t~o vnlue of one thousand dollars, in order to entitle the party to an appeal. Nicholls et ~I. v. Hodges' 
Ex'rs, I Peters, 565. 

The statute of Elizabeth is in force in the District of Columbia. Cathcart et al. v. Robinson, 5 Peters 
264. ' 

Tho levy court of Washington county is not entitled to one half of all the fines penalties and for. 
feitures imroscd by the circuit court in cases at common Jaw' and under the acts of Congress, ;s well as 
the acts o ass.embly of Maryland, adopted by Congress as the law of the District of Columbia. Levy 
Court of Washmgton v. Ringgold, 5 Peters, 451. 

The sup~c!lle court _of the Unite~ States has no _ _jurisdiction of causes brought before it, upon a certifi
i:ate of dms1on of opm1on of the Judges of the cncuit court for the District of Columbia. The appellate 
Jurisdiction, in respect to that court, extends only to its final judgments and decrees. Ross v. Triplett. 
Ii Wheat. 600; 4 Cond. Rep. 351. 

By the ~nsolv~nt la~ ofMarylan~, ~f Jan~ary 3, _1800, the chancell~r of Maryland could not discharge 
:me who was an mhab1tant of the D1str1ct of Columbrn, after the separat10n from Maryland, unless previous 
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as they now exist, shall be and continue in force in that part of the said 
district, which was ceded by that state to the United States and by them 
accepted as aforesaid. ' 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said district of Columbia 
shall ?e f~rm_ed int~ two _counties; one co~nty shall contain all that part 
of said district, which hes on the east side of the river Potomac to
gether with the islands therein, and shall be called the county of W~sh
ington ; the other county shall contain all that part of said district, which· 
lies on the west side of said river, and shall be called the county of 
Alexandria; and the said river in its whole course through said district 
shall be taken and deemed to all intents and purposes to be within both 
of said counties. 

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That there shall be a court in said 
district, which shall be called the circuit court of the district of Co
lumbia; and the said court and the judges thereof shall have all the 
powers by law vested in the circuit courts and the judges of the circuit 
courts of the United States. Said court shall consist of one chief judge 
and two assistant judges resident within said district, to hold their re
spective offices during good behaviour; any two of whom shall constitute 
a quorum; and each of the said judges shall, before he enter on his 
office, take the oath or affirmation provided by law to be taken by the 
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to that separation he had entitled himself to a discharge by performing all the requisites of the act. 
Reilly v. Lamar et al. 2 Cranch, 344; 1 Cond. Rep. 419. 

No appeal or writ of error lies, in a criminal case, from the judgment of the circuit court of the District 
of Columbia, to the supreme court of the United States: the appellate jurisdiction given by the act of 
Congress, is confined to civil cases. United State$ v. Moore, 3 Cranch, 159; 1 Cond. Rep. 480. 

There is, in the District of Columbia, no division of powers between the general and the state govern. 
men ts. Congress has the entire control over the district, for every purpose of government: and it is 
reasonable to suppose that, in organizing a judicial department in the district, all the judicial power, 
necessary for the purpose of government, would be vested in the courts of justice. Kendall, Postmaster 
General v. The United States, 12 Peters, 524. 

The circuit court of the United States, for the District of Columbia, has a right to award a mandamus 
to the postmaster.general of the United States, requiring him to pass to the credit of certain contractors 
for conveying the mail of the United States, a sum found to be due to them by the solicitor of the treasury 
of the United States, the solicitor acting under the special provisions ofan act of Congress. Ibid. 

There can be no doubt, that, in the state of Maryland, a writ of mandamus might be issued to an 
executive officer, commanding him to perform a ministerial act, required of him by the laws: and if it 
would lie in that state, there can be no good reason why it should not lie in the District of Columbia, in 
analogous cases. Ibid. 

The powers of the supreme court of the United States, and of the circuit courts of the United States, 
to issue writs of mandamus, granted by the fourteenth section of the judiciary act of 1789, is only for the 
purpose of bringing the case to a final judgment or decree, so that it may be reviewed. The mandamus 
does not direct tbe inferior court how to proceed, but only that it must proceed, according to its own 
judgment, to a final determination; otherwise it cannot be reviewed in the appellate court. It is different 
m the circuit court of the District of Columbia, under the adoption of the Jaws of Maryland, which 
included the common Jaw. Ibid. 

The power of the circuit court of the District of Columbia, to exercise the jurisdiction to issue a writ 
of mandamus to a public officer, to do an act required of him by law, results from the third section of 
the act of Congress of February 27, 1804; which declares that the court and judges thereof shall have 
all the powers by law vested in the circuit courts of the United States. The circuit courts referred to, 
were those established by the act of February 13, 1801. The repeal of that law, fifteen months after
wards and after that law had gone into operation, under the act of February 27, 1801, could not in any 
rnann~r affect that law, any further than was provided by the repealing act. Ibid. 

The circuit courts of the United States, sitting iu the states of the Union, have no jurisdiction in a case 
in which a citizen of the District of Columbia is plaintiff. Westcott'• Lessee v. Inhabitants, &c. Peters' 
C. C.R. 45. 

The act of Congress of June, 1822, authorize~ any per~on _to who'!l a~ministration has. been granted by 
the states of the United States, to prosecute claims by smts m the District of Columbia, m the same man. 
ner as if the same had been granted by proper authority, in the District of Columbia, to such persons. 
The power is limited by its terms to the _institution of suits, am\ does not authorize sui!s agains~ a~ exe• 
cutor or administrator. The effect of tlns law was to make all debts due by persons m the Distriet of 
Columbia not local assets, for which the administrator was bound to account in the courts of the district, 
but gcne;al assets which he had full authority to receive, and for which he was bound to account in the 
courts of the state from which he derived his letters of administration. Vaughan et al. v. Northup et al., 
15 Peters' Rep. 1. . . . . . . . . 

The courts of the United States in the District of Columbia, have a like Jurisdict10n upon personal 
property, with the courts in England, and in the states of the Union; '.'n~ in th<; absence of statutory 
provisions, in the trial of them they must apply the same common law _prmciple which regulates the mode 
of bringing such actions, the pleadings and the proof. M'Kenna v. Fiske, 17 Peters' Rep. 245. 

VoL. II.-14 
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judges of the circuit courts of the United. States; and_ said co~rt shall 
have power to appoint a clerk of the ~ourt in ~acl~ of said counti~s, who 
shall take the oath and give a bond with sureties, ~n the n:ian_n?r directed 
for clerks of the district courts in the act to establish the JUd1c1ary of the 
United States. 

SEC. 4. Be it furtlter enacted, That said court shall, annually, hold 
four sessions in each of said counties, to commence as follows, to wit: 
for the county of Washington, at the city of Washington, on the fourth 
Mondays of March, June, September and December; for the county of 
Alexandria, at Alexandria, on the second Mondays of January, April, 
July, and the first Monday of October. . . 

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That said court shall have cogmzance 
of all crimes and offences committed within said district, and of all cases 
in law and equity between parties, both or either of which shall be resi
dent or be found within said district, and also of all actions or suits of a 
civil nature at common law or in equity, in which the United States 
shall be plaintiffs or complainants; and of all seizures on land or water, 
and all penalties and forfeitures made, arising or accruing under the 
laws of the United States. 

SEc. 6. Provided, and be it furtlier enacted, That all local actions 
shall be commenced in their proper countiei;:, and that no action or suit 
shall be brought before said court, by any original process against any 
person, who shall not be an inhabitant of, or found within said district, 
at the time of serving the writ. 

SEc. 7. Be it further enacted, That there shall be a marshal for the 
said district, who shall have the custody of the gaols of said counties, 
and be accountable for the safe keeping of all prisoners legally com
mitted therein; and he shaH be appointed for the same term, shall take 
the same oath, give a bond with sureties in the same manner, shall have 
generally, within said district, the same powers, and perform the same 
duties, as is by law directed and provided in the case of marshals of the 
United States. 

SEc. 8. Be it further enacted, That any final judgment, order or de
cree in said circuit court, wherein the matter in dispute, exclusive of 
costs, shall exceed the value of one hundred dollars, may be re-examined 
and reversed or affirmed in the supreme court of the United States, by 
writ of error or appeal,(a) which shall be prosecuted in the same man
ner, under the same regulations, and the same proceedings shall be had 
therein, as is or shall be provided in the case of writs of error on judg
ments, or appeals upon orders or decrees, rendered in the circuit court 
of the United States. 

SEc. 9. Be it furtlier enacted, That there shall be appointed an 
attorney of the United States for said district, who shall take the oath 
and perform all the duties required of the district attornies of the United 
States; and the said attorney, marshal and clerks, shall be entitled to 
receive for their respective services, the same fees, perquisites and emol
uments, which are by law allowed respectively to the attorney, marshal 
and clerk of the United States, for the district of Maryland. 

SEc. 10. Be. it further enacted, That the chief judge, to be ap
pointed by virtue of this act, shall receive an annual salary of two thou-

(a) By ?,n ~ct entitled, "An act to limit tl)e right of appeal from the circuit court of the United States 
for the District of Columbia, passed April 2, 1816, chap. 39, it is provided that no cause shall be removed 
from the circuit court of the District of Columbia, unless the matter in dispute in the cause shall be of 
the value of '.'ne thousand dollars and upwards. But when a party in a cause shall deem himself aggrieved 
by any final Judgment or decree of the said circuit court, where the matter in dispute shall be of the 
".alu~ of $100, and ot: 1:-ss value than $1000, on a petition to a justice of the supreme court, if the said 
Justlc~ shall he of opm10n t~at errors in the proceedings of the court involve questions of law of such 
extensive mterest and operat10n as to render the final judgment of the supreme court desirable, the case 
may be removed at the discretion of the said justice. 
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sand dollars, ~nd the two assistant judges, of sixteen hundred dollars 
each, to be paid_ quarterly, at the treasury of the United States.( a) 

SEc. 11. Be zt further enacted, That there shall be appointed in and 
for each of the said counties, such number of discreet persons to be jus
tices of the peace, as the President of the United States shall from time 
t? time think expedient, to continue in office five years; and such jus
tices, h~vmg taken an oath for the faithful and impartial discharge of 
the duties of the office, shall, in all matters, civil and criminal, and in 
whatev~r relates to the conservation of the peace, have all the powers 
vested m, and shall perform all the duties required of, justices of the 
peace, as individual magistrates, by the laws herein before continued in 
force in those parts of said district, for which they shall have been 
respectively appointed; and they shall have cognizance in personal 
demands to the value of twenty dollars, exclusive of costs; which sum 
they shall not exceed, any law to the contrary notwithstanding; and they 
shall be entitled to receive for their services the fees allowed for like 
services by the laws herein before adopted and continued, in the eastern 
part of said district. 

SEc. rn. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed in 
and for each of the said counties, a register of wills, and a judge to be 
called the judge of the orphans' court, who shall each take an oath for 
the faithful and impartial discharge of the duties of his office; and shall 
have all the powers, perform all the duties, and receive the like fees, as 
are exercised, performed, and recei,·ed, by the registers of wills and 
judges of the orphans' court, within the state of Maryland; and appeals 
from the said courts shall be to the circuit court of said district, who 
shall therein have all the powers of the chancellor of the said state. 

SEc, 13. And be it furtlwr enacted, That in all cases where judg
ments or decrees have been obtained, or hereafter shall be obtained, on 
suits now depending in any of the courts of the commonwealth of Vir
ginia, or of the state of Maryland, where the defendant resides or has 
property within the district of Columbia, it shall be lawful for the plain
tiff in such case upon filing an exemplification of the record and pro
ceedings in such suits, with the clerk of the court of the county where 
the defendant resides, or his property may be found, to sue out writs of 
execution thereon, returnable to the said court, which shall be proceeded 
on, in the same manner as if the judgment or decree had originally been 
obtained in said court. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, process, 
pleadings, and other proceedings of what nature or kind soever, depend
ing or existing in the courts of Hustings for the towns of Alexandria and 
Georgetown, shall be, and hereby are continued ov~r to the circuit courts 
to be holden by virtue of this act, within the district of Columbia, in 
manner following; that is to say: all such as shall then be depending 
and undetermined, before the court of Hustings for the town of Alexan
dria, to the next circuit court hereby directed to be holden in the town 
of Alexandria; and all such as shall then be depending and undeter
mined, before the court of Hustings for Georgetown, to the next circuit 
court hereby directed to be holden in the city of Washington: Provided 
nevertheless that where the personal demand in such cases, exclusive 
of costs d;es not exceed the value of twenty dollars, the justices of 
the pe:ce within their respective counties, shall have cognizance 
thereof. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtlter enacted, That all writs and proc_esses 
whatsoever, which shall hereafter issue from the courts hereby established 
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(a) An act -concerning the District of Columbia, February 27, 1801, chap. 15; an act to incr~ase the 
salaries of the judges of the circuit court for the District of Columbia, March 3, _IS I!; an act to increase 
the •alaries of the judges of the circui~ court for _the Di•~ric! of Columbia! Apnl 20, 1818 ; an act con· 
cerning the orphans' court of Alexandria county, m the District of Columb,a, May 19, 1828, chap. 59. 
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within the distdct, shall be tested in the name of the chief judge of the 
district of Columbia. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, T~at T1othing _in this act con
tained shall in any wise alt~r, impeac_h or impair the_ nghts, granted by 
or derived from the acts of mcorporat10n of Alexandria and Georgetown, 
or of any other body corporate or politic, within the ~aid district, except 
so far as relates to the judicial powers of the corporations of Georgetown 
and Alexandria. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1801. 

CHAP. XVI.-An .8.ct supplementary to an act, in_tit11_led ".8.n act to divide the 
territor,'1/ of the United States northwest ef the Ohio, wto two separate govern
ments." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representati~es of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That all suits, and process 
and proceedings, which, on the third day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred, were pending in any court of either of the counties, which by 
the act intituled "An act to divide the territory of the United States 
northwest of the Ohio, into two separate governments," has been in
cluded within the Indiana territory; and that all suits, process and pro
ceedings, which, on the aforesaid third day of July, were pending in the 
general court of the territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio, 
in consequence of any writ of removal or order for trial at bar, had been 

• removed from either of the counties now within the limits of the Indiana 
territory aforesaid, shall be and they are hereby revived and continued ; 
and the same proceedings, before the rendering of final judgment and 
thereafter, may and shall be had, in the same courts, in all suits and 
process aforesaid, and in all things concerning the same, as by law might 
have been had in case the said territory of the United States northwest 
of the Ohio had remained undivided. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1801. 

CHAP. XVII.-An .8.ct to add to the district ef Massac, on the Ohio, and to dis
continue the district ef Palmyra in the state ef Tennessee, and therein to amend 
the act, intituled "Jln act to regulate the collection ef duties on imports and ton
nage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the district of 
Massac, in addition to the territory it already possesses, shall include all 
waters, shores, and inlets, now included within the district of Palmyra, 
and all rivers, waters, shores and inlets, lying within the state of Ten
nessee. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
~ay of ~une next, so much of the "Act to regulate the collection of du
ties on imports and tonnage," as establishes the district of Palmyra in 
the ~tate of Tennes_see, shall be repealed, except as to the recovery and 
receipts of such duties on goods, wares and merchandise, and on the ton
nage ?f ~hip~ or vessels, as sh~ll have accrued, and as to the recovery 
and d1stnbution of fines, penalties and forfeitures, which shall have been 
incurred before and on the said day. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1801. 

CHAP, XVIII.-An .!J.ct making appropriations for the Military establishment ef 
the United States,for the year one thousand eight hundred and one. 

]!e it enacted by t~e B_enate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the 
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expenses of the ~ilitary establishment of the United States, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and one, the pay and subsistence of the 
officers and men, b?unties an_d premiums, the clothing, hospital, ord
nance, quartermasters and Indian departments the defensive protection 
of t?-e f:ontiers, the contingent expenses of th~ war department, for the 
fabncat10n of cannon and arms, and purchase of ammunition, and for 
the payment of military pensions, the sum of two millions, ninety-three 
thousand and one dollars, be, and is hereby appropriated; that is to say, 

For the pay of the army of the United States, four hundred and eighty 
thousand three hundred and ninety-six dollars. 

For the subsistence of the army, three hundred and six thousand three 
hundred and ninety-five dollars. 

For forage, the sum of seven thousand six hundred and eighty dollars. 
For horses to replace those which may die, or become unfit for service, 

the sum of five thousand dollars. 
For clothing, the sum of one hundred and forty-one thousand five 

hundred and thirty dollars. • 
For bounties and premiums, the sum of forty-two thousand dollars. 
For the hospital department, the sum of twenty thousand dollars. 
For the ordnance department, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, the sum of one hundred and 

sixty-five thousand dollars. 
For paying annuities to the following nations of Indians, in pursuance 

of treaties: to the Six Nations, Cherokees, Chickasaws and Creeks, the 
sum of fifteen thousand dollars; and for presents to the Choctaws, two 
thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of the transportation of annuities to the 
Indian tribes, ten thousand dollars. 

For promoting civilization among the Indian tribes, and pay of tem
porary agents, and rations to Indians at the different military posts, the 
sum of forty-five thousand dollars. 

For the defensive protection of the frontiers of the United States, in
cluding the erection and repairs of forts and fortifications, the sum of 
thirty thousand dollars. 

For loss of stores, allowances to officers on being ordered to distant 
commands, and for special purposes; advertising and apprehending 
deserters, printing, purchasing maps, and other contingencies, the sum 
of thirty thousand dollars. 

For the annual allowance to the invalids of the United States, for their 
pensions, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred and one, 
to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and two, the sum 
of ninety-three thousand dollars. 

For the fortification of ports and harbors within the United States, the 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars. For the fabrication of cannon 
and small arms, and the purchase of ammunition, being the balance of 
appropriations unexpended which have been carried to the surplus fund, 
four hundred thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing_ appropriations 
shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury of the Umted States, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1801. 

CHAP. XIX,-.Bn .Bet to amend the act intituled ".!in act to establish a general 
Stamp Office," 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ?f Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever any 
person or persons shall pay to a collector of the revenue, the duty 
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chargeable by law on a deed, instrument or writing, on which the 
stamp duty chargeable by law shall not have been paid, together with 
the further sum of ten dollars, and shall obtain the endorsement and 
receipt of such collector, upon such deed, instrument or writing there
for agreeably to the provisions of an act, intituled "An act to establish 
a g'eneral stamp offic~," passed on t?e twenty-third day of April, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred, 1t shall be Ia:,v_ful for such perso~ or 
persons to produce such deed, instrument or wntmg, to the supervisor 
of the revenue within whose district such person or persons shall reside; 
which supervisor thereup_on shall ~ertify under his_ ~and and seal, and 
upon some part of the said deed, mstrument or wntmg, that the same, 
so endorsed, has been produced to hiin, and that the said endorsement 
is, in his belief, genuine; after which said endors~n_ient and certificate, 
and not otherwise, such deed, instrument or wntmg; shall be to all 
intents and purposes as valid and available as if the same had been 
or were stamped, counterstamped, or marked as by law required; any 
thing in any'act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be it furthei· enacted, That so much of the act, inti
tuled "An act to establish a general stamp office," as requires certain 
duties to be performed by the surveyors of the revenue, shall be, and 
the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XX.-.On .Oct providing for a Naval peace establishment, and for other 
purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of 
the United States be, and he hereby is authorized, whenever the situa
tion of public affairs shall in his opinion render it expedient, to cause 
to be sold, they being first divested of their guns and military st.pres, 
which are to be carefully preserved, all or any of the ships and vessels 
belonging to the navy, except the frigates United States, Constitution, 
President, Chesapeake, Philadelphia, Constellation, Congress, New York, 
Boston, Essex, Adams, John Adams, and General Greene; and also to 
lay up all the frigates thus to be retained, except such as are directed by 
this act to be kept in constant service in time of peace. 

SEc. 2. And be it [furtlter] enacted, That six of the frigates to be 
retained shall be kept in constant service in time of peace, and shall be 
officered and manned as the President of the United States may direct, 
not to exceed, however, two thirds of the present complement of sea
men, and ordinary seamen; the residue of the frigates to be retained 
shall be laid up in convenient ports, and there shall be permanently at
tached to each frigate so laid up, one sailing-master, one boatswain, one 
gunner, one carpenter, and one cook, one sergeant or corporal of ma
rines, and eight marines; and to the large frigates twelve, and to the 
small frigates ten seamen; the sailing-master shall have the general 
care and superintendence of the ship; and shall generally execute such 
duties of a purser as may be necessary. 

SEc. 3. And be it [further] enacted, That from and after the day 
wh:n the reduction of the navy shall take place as aforesaid, the navy 
rat1011 shall consist of as follows: on Sunday, fourteen ounces of bread, 
one and a quarter pound of beef, half a pound of flour, one quarter of 
a pound of suet, one half pint of distilled spirits; Monday, fourteen 
ounces of bread, one pound of pork, half pint of pease, one half pint 
of distilled spirits; Tuesday, fourteen ounces of bread, one pound of 
beef, two ounces of cheese, one half pint of distilled spirits_; Wednes-

(a) Act of March 27, 1804, chap. 53; act of April 21, 1806, chap. 35. 
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day, fourteen ounces of bread, one pound of pork, half pint of rice 
one half pint of distilled spirits; Thursday, fourteen ounces of bread: 
one and a quarter pound of beef, half pound of flour, quarter pound 
of suet, one half pint of distilled spirits; Friday, fourteen ounces of 
bread, four ounces of cheese, two ounces of butter, half pint of rice, 
half pint of molasses, one half pint of distilled spirits; Saturday, four
teen ounces of bread, one pound of pork, half pint of pease, half pint 
of vinegar, one half pint of distilled spirits. 

SEc. 4. Be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
~tat?s retain in the navy service in time of peace, nine captains, thirty
six lieutenants, and one hundred and fifty midshipmen, including those 
employed on board of the six frigates to be kept in service; and that 
he be authorized to discharge all the other officers in the navy service 
of the United States, but such of the aforesaid officers as shall be re
tained in the service shall be entitled to receive no more than half their 
monthly pay during the time when they shall not be under orders for 
actual service. • 

SEC. 5. Be it furtl1er enacted, That all the commissioned and 
warrant officers, who shall be discharged as aforesaid, shall be entitled 
to receive four months pay over and above what may be due to them 
respectively at the time of their discharge. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXI.-.Bn .Bet co1icerning the 21fint.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the mint shall remain in 
the city of Philadelphia, until the fourth day of March, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That during the continuance of 
the mint at the city of Philadelphia, the duties now enjoined on the 
Chief Justice of the United States, the Secretary and Comptroller of the 
Treasury, the Secretary for the Department of State, and the Attorney 
General of the United States, by the eighteenth section of the act, inti
tuled "An Act establishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the United 
States," passed the second day of April, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, shall be performed by the district judge of Pennsylvania, 
the attorney for the United States in the district of Pennsylvania, and 
the commissioner of loans for the state of Pennsylvania. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 
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STATUTE II. 

CnAP. XXII.-Sn .Jct autlwrizing the Secretary ef the Treasury to employ Clerks March 3, 1801. 
for completing the abstracts ,!f the valuation ef lands and dwelling-houses, and 
the enumeration ef slaves. [Obsolete.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to employ clerks, 
for such compensation as he shall judge reasonable, to complete the 
abstracts of the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enume-

(a) The 2d rection of the act of March 3, 1823, chap. 42, provides that the duty of attending to the 
examination of the coins at the mint, shall be performed by the collector of the port of Philadelphia, 
instead of the commissioner of loans. 

By the 32d section of the act supplementary to an act entitled, "An act establishing a mint, and regu. 
lating the coins of the United States," passed January 18, 1837, chap. I, the annual trial of the gold 
and silver coins of the United States, is required to be made before the district judge of Pennsylvania, 
the attorney of the United States for the district of Pennsylvania, and collector of the port of Philadel• 
phia, and such other persons as the President of the United State• shall, for that purpose, designate. 
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ration of slaves within the United States, under the direction of the com
missioners authorized to direct the completing of such abstracts, in those 
states where clerks cannot be procured by the commissioners, for the 
compensation allowed _by law to clerks. for perform in/al' that business, 
agreeably to the provis10n~ of the followmg _acts; that 1s to say, an _act, 
intituled "An act to provide for the valuallon of lands and dwellmg
houses and the enumeration of slaves within the United States;" an 
act, in~ituled "An ac_t supplementary to th~ act, intituled 'An act to 
provide for the valuation of la~ds and dw~l):ng-houses, an? t_he enume
ration of slaves within the Umted States; and an act, mt1tuled "An 
act to provide for equalizing the valuation of unseated lands." 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXIIl.-.6'n .flct giving a right ef pi·e-empt-ion to certain persons who 
have contmcted with John Cleves Symmes, or hi.~ associates, for lands lying 
between tlte Miami rivers, in the territory ef the United States northwest ef the 
Ohio.(a) • 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That any person 
or persons, and the legal representative or representatives of any person 
or persons, who, before the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred, had made any contract or contracts in 
writing, or by any note or memorandum thereof in writing, either with 
John Cleves Symmes, or with any of his associates, or who had made 
to him or them, any payment of money for the purchase of lands, 
situate between the Miami rivers, within the limits of a survey made 
by Israel Ludlow, in conformity to an act of Congress of the twelfth 
of April, one thousand seven hundre<l and ninety-two, and not 
comprehende<l within the limits of a tract of land, conveyed to John 
Cleves Symmes and his associates, by letters patent, bearing date 
the thirtieth of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
four, in the territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio, shall 
be entitled to a preference, in becoming the purchasers, from the United 
States, of all the lands so contracted for, at the price of two dollars per 
acre, exclusive of the surveying fees, and other incidental expenses; and 
payment may be made therefor, to the treasurer of the United States, or 
the receiver of public monies for the lands of the United States at Cin
cinnati, in like instalments, and under the same conditions, as directed 
by the act, intituled "An act to amend the act, intituled 'An act pro
viding for the sale of the lands of the United States, in the territory of 
the United States northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Ken
tucky river."' Provided however, that no interest shall be charged upon 
any of the instalments until they respectively become payable. 

SEc. 2. Ancl be it furtlier enacted, That every person, claiming the 
benefit of the first section of this act, shall, on or before the first day of 
November next, deliver to the receiver of public monies, for the lands 
of the United States at Cincinnati, a notice in writing, stating the nature 
and extent of his claim or contract; and if any person shall neglect to 
give such notice of his claim or contract, or having given the same, shall 
neglect to make application for the purchase thereof, as herein after 
directed, or shall fail in making the first payment before the first of 
January next, all his right of pre-emption, on the terms aforesaid, shall 
cease and become void. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the aforesaid receiver of 
public monies, on being paid the fees herein after provided, shall receive 
every such notice of claim, or statement thereof, and give a receipt 

(a) Act of Mnrch 3, 1803, chap. 21, sec. 4; act of March 26, 1804, chap. 35. 
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therefor, and carefully put and preserve on file every such paper or writ
ing, and lay the same before the commissioners, when met, for settling 
and adjusting the claims aforesaid. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid receiver of 
public monies, and two other persons, who shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States alone shall be commissioners for the pur
pose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming the benefits of this 
act, who, previous to entering on the duties of their appointment, shall 
respectively take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, before 
some person qualified to administer oaths, to wit: " I -- do solemnly 
swear, or affirm, that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties 
imposed on me, by an act of Congress, intituled •An act giving a right 
of pre-emption to certain persons who have contracted with John Cleves 
Symmes, or his associates, for lands lying between the Miami rivers, in 
the territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio,' to the best of 
my understanding and ability;" and it shall be the duty of the said com
missioners to meet at Cincinnati, between the first and the tenth day of 
November next, of which meeting three weeks previous notice shall be 
given by them in a public newspaper printed at Cincinnati; and they, 
or a majority of them, so met, shall not adjourn to any other place, or 
for a longer time than three days, until they have finally completed the 
business of their said appointment; and they, or any two of them, shall 
have power to hear and decide, in a summary manner, all matters re
specting all such claims of which notice may have been filed, pursuant 
to the third section of this act, also to administer oaths, and examine 
witnesses, and such other testimony as may be adduced, and to deter
mine thereon according to justice and equity; which determination shall 
be final ; and when it shall appear to them, that the claimant is entitled 
to the right of pre-emption, on the terms aforesaid, they shall give a cer
tificate thereof, stating as accurately as may be, the quantity and local 
situation of the lands to which he may be entitled, directed to the regis
ter of the land-office at Cincinnati, or when the said register may be a 
claimant, to the surveyor-general, copies of which certificates shall be 
by them recorded, in a book to be provided for that purpose, and depo
sited for safe keeping with the register of the land-office. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid register and 
surveyor-general, respectively, upon application of any person or per
sons, who shall produce a certificate of the commissioners aforesaid, 
to him directed, before the first day of January next, and shall also 
produce a receipt from the treasurer of the United States, or the 
aforesaid receiver of public monies, for at least one fourth part of the 
purchase money, and also for the payment of three dollars for each 
half section or smaller quantity, and shall pay him the fees in like case 
provided by the act, intituled "An act to amend the act, intituled An 
act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States, in the territory 
of the United States northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river,'' shall admit such person or persons to become a pur
chaser or purchasers of the land designated in the said certificate, and 
shall receive the said certificate and preserve it on file, and make an 
entry of the application in his book, kept for the purpose, and on any 
of the three last payments being made in advance, he shall allow the 
purchaser the like discount as is allowed by the fourth clause of the 
fifth section of the act last above recited; and on payment in full, and 
a final settlement had, he shall give his certificate thereof; upon pro
ducing which to the Secretary of the Treasury, a patent shall issue in 
like manner as is provided by the said act last above recited. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said receiver of public 
monies shall be entitled to have and receive, to his own use, from the 
respective claimants, the following fees, that is to say : for filing a notice 
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and evidence of claim, or statement thereof, twenty-five cents; for giv
ing a copy thereof, tw_el~e and a half cents for every one hu_ndred word~. 
And the said comm1ss10ners shall, as a full compensat10n for their 
services, be entitled, jointly, to have and re?eiv~ from the re~pective 
claimants, that is to say: for every determmat1on, and entcrmg the 
result in their book, at the rate of three dollars for every section; for 
every certificate, and recording the same, at the rate of one dollar for 
every section. . . 

SEC. 7. And be it furtltcr enacted, That all the aforesaid tract of 
country shall be surveyed by the surveyor-general, as soon as may be 
after the first day of September next, in the manner herein after directed. 

1. So much of the said tract as lies between the northern boundary 
line, and the aforesaid patent of John Cleves Symmes, a~d associates, 
and Israel Ludlow's southern boundary of the seventh entne range cf 
townships, sh~ll be laid off into sect_ions,_ agreeably to northwardly and 
southwardly lines, run under the dJrect10n of John Cleves Symmes; 
and the marks thereon made, at the time of running the aforesaid lines, 
for the corners of sections, shall be established by the surveyor-general, 
and eastwardly and westwardly lines shall be run to intersect the afore
said northwardly and southwardly lines, in the corresponding marked 
points. 

2. And the residue of the said tract lying north of the aforesaid 
southern boundary of the seventh entire range, shall be laid off inio 
sections, according to such uniform rule and method, as, in the opinion 
of the surveyor-general, shall best secure the rights and interest of 
those who are entitled to pre-emption. 

3. Such divisions shall he made of sections, according to the claim 
of such who obtain pre-emption right, and the contents of each and 
every section, and such division thereof, shall be ascertained, and the 
surveyor-general shall prepare and transmit a plan thereof to the afore
said register, immediately after the said survey shall be completed, and 
also forward a copy thereof to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEC. 8. And be it furtltcr enacted, That all persons, availiug them
selves of a pre-emption under this act, shall make application for a 
section, or any part or parts of a section or sections, according to the 
estimated quantity of six hundred and forty acres to a section, and the 
amount of the excess or deficiency slrnll be added to or deducted from 
the last payment, and the purchaser shall make payment for and hold 
the quantity returned and expressed in the plats, let the quantity be 
more or less. 

Sr,:c. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That the duties of the smveyor
geueral, of the aforesaid register and receiver of public monies, as 
nearly as may be consistent with this act, shall respectively be the same 
as directed in and by the last recited act, and the fees and emoluments 
shall respectively be the same as provided in the said act last recited. 

Sr,:c. 10. And be it f urtltcr enacted, That after completing the sur
veys, agreeably to this act, reserving the lots marked sixteen in each 
township, or fractional part of a township, in which the same may be, 
for the purposes expressed in the ordinance of Congress of the twentieth 
of May, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, the residue of the 
lands, and so many of the aforesaid pre-emptions as shall become for
feited by reason of failures of payment, shall be sold agreeably to the 
last recited act. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlier enacted, That this act shall have foll 
operation and effect, any thing in any former law to the contrary not
withstanding. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 
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CHAP. XXIV.-.8n .fl_cf supplementary to the act intituled ".8n act concerning the 
District of Columbia." (a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the cir
cuit courts for the district of Columbia shall be and they are hereby 
invested with the same power respecting constables, inspectors, and the 
inspection of tobacco and flour, surveyors, mills, highways and ferries, 
for the county of Alexandria, as have heretofore been vested in the 
county courts of the commonwealth of Virginia; and for the county of 
Washington, the same power and authority as have been heretofore ex-
ercised by the county and levy courts of the state of Maryland; with 
power to appoint to all other offices necessary for the said district, under 
the laws of the respective states of Maryland and Virginia. An<l all 
officers for whom no special provision is made by this act, or the act to 
which this is a supplement, shall receive the same fees and emoluments 
as they have respectively received under the jurisdiction of the respec
tive states. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all indictments shall run 
in the name of the United States, and conclude, against the peace and 
government thereof. And all fines penalties and forfeitures accruing 
under the laws of the states of Maryland and Virginia, which by adop
tion have become the laws of this district, shall be recovered with costs, 
by indictment or information in the name of the United States, or by 
action of debt, in the name of the United States and of the informer; 
one half of which fine shall accrue to the United States, and the other 
half to the informer; and the said fines shall be collected by or paid to 
the marshal, and one half thereof shall be by him paid over to the board 
of commissioners herein after established, and the other half to the in-
former; and the marshal shall have the same power regarding their 
collection, a1lfl be subject to the same rules and regulations as to the 
pttymcnt thereof, as the sheriffs of the respective states of Maryland and 
Virginia are ~uhject to in relation to the same. 

S1sc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That all felonies committed with
in the county of Alexandria shall be punished in the same manner as 
such crimes were punishable by the laws of Virginia, as they existed 
prior to the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six; and the 
circuit court for the said county of Alexandria shall possess and exercise 
the same powers and jurisdiction, civil and criminal, as is now possessed 
and exercised by the district courts of Virginia. 

SEc. 4. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the magistrates, to be ap
pointed for the said district, shall be and they are hereby constituted a 
board of commissioners within their respective counties, and shall pos
sess and exercise the same powers, perform the same duties, receive the 
same fees and emoluments, as the levy courts or commissioners of county 
for the state of Maryland possess, perform and receive; and the clerks 
and collectors, to be by them appointed, shall be subject to the same 
laws, perform the same duties, possess the same powers, and receive the 
same fees and emoluments as the clerks and collectors of the county 
tax of the state of Maryland are entitled to receive. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the clerks of the cir
cuit court shall, within their respective districts, be bound to perform 
the same duties, respecting the recording of deeds and all other services, 
and shall receive the same fees and emoluments for the same ( except in 
those cases provided for in the ninth section of the act to which this is 
a supplement) as are now performed and received by the clerks of the 
.-;ounties of the respective states of Maryland and Virginia. 
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SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where the con
stitution or laws of the United States provide that criminals and fugi
tives from justice, or persons held to labour in any state, escaping into 
another state, shall be delivered up, the chief justice of the said district 
shall be and he is hereby empowered and required to cause to be appre
hended 'and delivered up such criminal, fugitive from justice, or persons 
fleeing from service, as the case may be, who shall be_ found within the 
district in the same manner and under the same regulations as the execu
tive authority of the several states are required to do the same; and all 
executive and judicial officers are hereby required to obey all lawful 
precepts or other process issued for that purpose, and to be aiding and 
assisting in such delivery. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
sheriffs and collectors of public dues for the counties of Montgomery 
and Prince George's in the state of Maryland, and for the sheriffs of 
Fairfax county in the commonwealth of Virginia, and they shall respec
tively have full power and authority to enter into those parts of the 
now district of Columbia, which were heretofore within the limits of 
their respective bailiwicks, for the purposes of collecting by distress or 
otherwise, as they were heretofore authorized to do, aJl officers' fees, 
state taxes and county taxes, levies, fines and other public dues, which 
were due on the first Monday of December, one thousand eight hun
dred, and still remain uncollected, from persons residing or having 
property, subject to the payment of such officers' fees, state taxes and 
county taxes, and levies within the said district; and all disputes or con
troversies that do or may arise between such sheriff or collector, and 
the person or persons from whom he or they may claim such public 
dues, shall be cognizable before and tried by the respective state courts 
to whom the trial of such controversies heretofore belonged, and not 
before the court of the district of Columbia. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the sheriffs of the said counties of Montgomery and Prince George's 
in the state of Maryland, and for the sheriff of Fairfax county in the 
commonwealth of Virginia, and they shall respectively have full power 
and authority to enter into those parts of the now district of Columbia, 
which were heretofore within the limits of their respective bailiwicks, 
for the purpose of arresting and conducting to the respective jails under 
their keeping and care, as they heretofore might have done had the law 
to which this is a supplement never passed, each and every person with
in the limits of the district of Columbia, upon whom such sheriff hath 
heretofore served a writ of capias ad satisfaciendum, capias ad respon
dendum, attachment or other process, issuing from any state court, which 
commands and requires such sheriff to have the body of the person 
before the court from which such writ or process hath issued. • 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, That where by this act, and the 
act to which this is a supplement, appointments are authorized to be 
made by the circuit court of the district, it shall be lawful for the chief 
judge, with one of the associate justices of the said court, to make such 
appointments. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXV.-.Bn Act to amend the act altering the distr1'.ct cf BMmuda Hun• 
dred and City Point. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives of the United 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pass
ing of this act, the master or commander of any ship or vessel arriving 
within the districts of Petersburg or Richmond, laden with goods, wares 
and merchandise, belonging or consigned to persons resident within both 
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the said districts, shall make entry of such ship or vessel, in manner 
already prescribed by law, with the collector of that district wherein the 
owner or consignee, or the husband or acting manager of such ship or 
vessel, shall actually reside: and the said master or commander shall, at 
the time of making the entry aforesaid, deliver a duplicate manifest of 
the cargo as now required by law, to the said collector, whose duty it 
shall then be, to certify the same as a true copy, and to transmit it to 
the collector of the other district, and the delivery of such goods, wares 
or merchandise, shall be authorized by permits from the collector of 
each district respectively, in which the same shall have been duly entered 
according to law: Provided, that no bona fide importer, owner or con
signee of goods, wares or merchandise, residing in either district, shall 
be admitted to make an entry of such goods, wares or merchandise with 
the collector of the district, in which such importer, owner or consignee 
shall not reside: And provided also, that all entries for goods, wares or 
merchandise, made by agents, for persons residing in other districts, 
shall be made with the collector of the district in which such ship or 
vessel may discharge. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXVI.-An .llct authorizing the remission ef duties on certain Teas 
destroyed by fire, while under the care ef the qf/icers ef the customs, in Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

Be it enacted by ilte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the collector of the dis
trict of Providence, in the state of Rhode Island, be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to remit the duties on such part of a certain 
quantity of teas, imported into the port of Providence, in the ship called 
the Resource, on the twenty-ninth day of July, one thousand eight hun
dred, by Thomas Lloyd Halsey, John Corlis, William F. Megee, and 
Henry Smith, of the town of Providence, merchants, and on such part 
of a certain quantity of teas, imported into the said port, in the ship 
called the Ann and Hope, on the t~enty-second day of August, in the 
same year, by John Innes Clark, of the said town, merchant, as remained 
deposited to secure the payment of duties, under the care of the officers 
of the customs, on the twenty-first day of January last, in the aforesaid 
town of Providence, and shall be proved, to the satisfaction of the said 
collector, to have been burned and destroyed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXVII.-.Bn .Bet making appropriations for the support ef Government 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and one. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the 
support of government, and to discharge certain claims and expenses 
hereafter enumerated, the following sums be and are hereby appropriated, 
that is to say : 

For the compensation granted by law to the President and Vice Pre
sident of the United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For the like compensation to the members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, their officers and attendants, one hundred and ninety
three thousand four hundred and seventy dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, including 
the payment of certain articles o_f furniture purchased for ~he_ accommo
dation of Congress, and not provided for by former appropnatlons, seven
teen thousand dollars. 
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For the compensation granted by law to the Judges of the United 
States, the Attorney-General, the district attorneys, mid marshals, eighty
three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of ~ourts, jurors, and witnesses, and. for 
defraying the expenses of prosecutions for offences agamst the Umted 
States and for safe keepin()' of prisoners, thirty thousand dollars. 

For' compensation to th~ Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his· office, eleven thousand three hundred and nine 
dollars, eighty-one cents. 

For expenses of stationery, printing? !ranslating fore!g~1 languages, 
allowance to persons employed m rece1vmg and transm1tt111g passports 
and sea letters, and all otl1er contingent expenses in the office of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, eight hundre<l <lollars. 

For compensation to the Compt-roller of the Treasury, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-seven dollars, eight cents. 

For expense· of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Comptroller's office, eight hundred <lollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars, 
ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Auditor's office, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks and other persons employed 
in his office, six thousand three hundred and forty-eight dollars, ninety
eight cents. 

~For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the Revenue, clerks, and 
other persons employed in his office, six thousand two hundred and fifty
three dollars, six cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Commissioner of the Revenue, nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the Treasury, clerks, and per
sons employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars, one 
cent. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Register's oflice, two thousand eight hundrPd dollars. 

For compensation to the Superintendent of Stamps, clerks, and per
sons employed in his office, and for making good a deficiency in former 
appropriations for the stamp-office, five thousand nine hundred and 
ninety dollars, twenty-four cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the stamp-ofliee, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For firewood and candles for the offices of the treasury, including the 
stamp-office, and other contingencies, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of stating and printing the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and one, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For making good the deficiency of former appropriations, for the 
expense of removing the books and records of the treasury from Phila
delphia to Trenton, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, two thousand six hundred aud thirty-nine dollars, seventy-sixty 
cents. 

For the expense of new office furniture for the treasury, at the city 
of Washington, two thousand dollars. 

For flooring the treasury, and incidental expenses for securing the 
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buildings and records of the treasury, three hundred and fifty-nine dol- Specific ap-
lars, eighty-three cents. propriations. 

For paying two watchmen for the treasury, six hundred dollars . 
. For the expense of two buildings for messengers of the treasury, and 

smkmg two wells for the treasury, five thousand one hundred and twenty
two dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan-officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and an 
allowance to certain loan-officers in lieu of clerk hire, twelve thousand 
one hundred dollars. 

For defraying the authorized expenses of the several loan-offices, two 
thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks, and persons em• 
ployed in his office, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the office of state, thirteen thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the director of the mint, officers, clerks, and 
other persons, employed in the mint establishment, seventeen thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For repairs, and all other contingent expenses in the mint establish
ment, six thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and ten dollars. 

For the compensation of two additional clerks employed by the Secre
tary at War in copying papers in the office of the Secretary of the Trea
sury, to replace those lately burnt in the war-office, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For such additional compensation to the clerks of the several depart
ments of the treasury, of state, of war, of the navy, and of the general 
post-office, not exceeding for each department, respectively, fifteen per 
cent. in addition to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to 1799, ch. 40. 
regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, as the secretaries of the 
said departments and the Postmaster-General, may respectively think 
reasonable for the present year, to be distributed as the said secretaries 
and the Postmaster-General, respectively, shall think proper, to the 
clerks in their departments, respectively, eleven thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-five dollars. 

For an additional allowance to the chief clerk in the office of the 
Secretary of the Navy, for his services in the year one thousand eight 
hundred, the sum of three hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses attending the office of Secretary of War, 
and to make good the deficiency of former appropriations, five thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks, 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the accountant's office, one thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of P?blic supplies, clerks, and per

sons employed in his office, and for eontmgent expenses of the same, 
four thousand four hundred and sixty-six dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand one hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expense in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, 
three thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy department; clerk_s, 
aud persons employed in his office; and to make good a deficiency m 
the appropriation of the last year, eleven thousand four hundred and 
forty-nine dollars, forty-one cents. 
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Specific ap- For the contingent expenses in the accountant's office, seven hundred 
propriations. and fifty dollars. . 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, Assistant Postmaster
General clerks and persons employed in the general post-office, nine 
thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the contingent expense in the general post-office, two thousand 
one hundred and twelve dollars, fifty cents. 

For compensation to the Surveyor-G~neral, the contingent e11:penses 
in his office, and the expense of executmg surveys of the public land 
northwest of the river Ohio, twenty-eight thousand two hundred dollars. 

For salaries to the governor, secretary, and judges of the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, and the contingent expenses of that govern
ment five thousand five hundred dollars. 

Fdr salaries to the governor, secretary, and judges of the Mississippi 
territory, and the contingent expenses of that government, five thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For salaries to the governor, secretarY,, and judges of the Indiana 
territory, and the contingent expenses of that government, five thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States unpro
vided for, as shall be ascertained and admitted in due course of settle
ment at the treasury, two thousand dollars. 

For satisfying annuities and grants to Isaac Van Wart, John Paulding, 
David Williams, Joseph De Bealeau, Joseph Traversie, James M'Kensie, 
Joseph Brussels, Elizabeth Bergen, and the children of Major Alexander 
Trueman, and Colonel John Harding, one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-three dollars, thirty-three cents. 

For the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations during the present 
year, and making good the deficiency of the appropriation for the year 
one thousand eight hundred, for the expense of the mission to France, 
eighty-five thousand dollars. 

For carrying into effect the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, 
between the United States, and the King of Great Britain, fifty-eight 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-four dollars. 

For a deficiency of former appropriations for carrying into effect the 
treaty between the United States and the King of Spain, forty-six thou
sand five hundred dollars. 

For fulfilling the engagements of the United States with the Mediter
ranean powers, two hundred and fifty-six thousand dollars. 

For prosecuting the claims of American citizens for property captured 
by the belligerent powers, sixty-four thousand dollars. 

For the relief of American seamen, thirty thousand dollars. 
For defraying the further expenses incident to the valuation of houses 

and lands, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers, and 
other improvements in navigation, thirty-eight thousand six hundred and 
twenty-two dollars, seventy cents. 

For discharging the expense of the second enumeration of the inhabi
tants of the United States, the sum of sixty thousand dollars. 

'For discharging such miscellaneous claims against the United States, 
not otherwise provided for, as shall be admitted at the treasury, which, 
according to the usage thereof, require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

For the expense of returning the votes for President and Vice-Presi
dent of the United States, one thousand five hundred and twenty-four 
dollars, fifty cents. 

For repairing the building occupied by the treasury department, the 
sum of two thousand dollars. 



SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 28, 29, 30. 1801. 

For satisfying the claim of Clement Biddle, twenty-nine thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six dollars, sixty-three cents. 

For erecting a lighthouse at old Point Comfort, the sum of three 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations, 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of any monies in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXVIII.-.Bn .11.ct directing the mode ef estimating certain foreign coins 
and currencies, and ef making out invoices in certain cases, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the passing of this act, the foreign coins and currencies herein
after mentioned, shall be estimated in the computation of duties, at the 
following rates; each sicca rupee of Bengal and each rupee of Bombay, 
at fifty cents; and each star pagoda of Madras, at one hundred and 
eighty-four cents; any thing in any former act to the contrary notwith
standing. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of J unc next, the invoices of all goods, imported into the United 
States, and subject to a duty ad valorem, shall be made out in the cur
rency of the place or country from whence the importation shall be 
made, and shall contain a true statement of the actual cost of such 
goods, in such foreign currency or currencies, without any respect to 
the value of the coins of the United States, or foreign coins, whivh now 
are, or shall be by law made current within the United States, in such 
foreign place or country. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP. XXIX.-.Bn .Bet to augment the salaries qf the district judges in the 
districts ef Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, 
respectively. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives 
of lite United Sta tcs of America in Congress assembled, That instead 
of the compensation at present allowed to the district judges for the 
districts of Massachusetts, New York, Delaware, and Maryland, respec
tively, there shall hereafter be allowed to the district judge for the 
district of Massachusetts, the yearly salary of sixteen hundred dollars ; 
to the district judge for the district of New York, the yearly salary of 
sixteen hundred dollars; to the district judges for the districts of New 
Jersey and Delaware, the yearly salaries of twelve hundred dollars each, 
and to the district judge for the district of Maryland, the yearly salary of 
sixteen hundred dollars, to be paid at the treasury of the United States 
in quarter-yearly payments. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for t_he year one thous~nd 
eight hundred and one, there shall be appropriated the sum of eight 
hundred dollars, to satisfy the additional compensation hereby allowed 
to the district judges, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXX.-.lln .Bet in addition to an act intituled "Jln act. making provisfon 
for the further accommodation ef the household ef the President ef the United 
States." 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tli.e Senate and House[!{ Representatives 
of t!te United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the Secre-
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tary of the Treasury be authorized to appoint a proper person, who shall 
receive the public property belongin!; to the_ household of the President 
of the United States, and, after takmg an mventory of the same, shall 
deliver it, after the third day of March instant, to the President of the 
United States. 

SEc. 2. A.nd be it furtlter enacted, That such articles of the furni
ture belonging to the President's house~old as may be d_ecayed, out of 
repair, or unfit for use, and as the Pres1d~nt of the Umted States for 
the time being, may direct, and all the public property, other than furni
ture, now belonging to the said household, shall be sold, under the 
dirP.ction of the heads of the several departments of state, of the trea
sury, of war, and of the navy; and that the proceeds of such sales be 
expended, in addition to the funds already appropriated for that purpose, 
under the direction of the same officers, for the purpose of providing 
furniture for the house erected for the accommodation of the President 
of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.!ln .!let '!Tlaking appropriation{J for the Navy of the United States, 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and one, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for de
fraying the expenses of the navy of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and one, there shall be, and hereby is appro
priated the sum of three millions forty-two thousand three hundred and 
fifty-two dollars and ninety-five cents, that is to say: 

For the pay of the officers of the navy of the United States, the sum 
of three hundred and eighty-two thousand seven hundred and eighty
eight dollars. 

For the subsistence of the officers of the navy, the sum of sixty-nine 
thousand eight hundred and two dollars and sixty cents. 

For the pay of the seamen, the sum of eight hundred and sixteen 
thousand six hundred and sixty dollars. 

For provisions, the sum of five hundred and ninety-seven thousand 
one hundred and one dollars and thirty-seven cents. 

For the expenses of medicines, hospitals, and hospital stores, the 
sum of thirty-one thousand six hundred and forty-seven dollars, and 
twenty cents. 

For the contingent expenses of the navy, including expenditure of 
military stores, the sum of three hundred and forty-four thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

For salaries to store-keepers, clerks, store rent, labourers, and other 
contingencies, the sum of thirty-seven thousand eight hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For the pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
of the marine corps, the sum of ninety-nine thousand two hundred and 
thirty-four dollars. 

For the subsistence of the officers and privates of the marine corps, 
the sum of eleven thousand four hundred and eighty-six dollars and ten 
cents. 

For clothing for the marine corps, the sum of thirty-three thousand 
five hundred and eighty-one dollars, and thirty cents. 

For military stores for the marine corps, the sum of nine thousand 
one hundred and sixty-six dollars, and thirty-eight cents. 

Ji'.or the contingent expenses of the marine corps, including camp 
eqmpage, quartermaster, barrack master, hospital stores, stationery, and 
other contingencies, the sum of thirteen thousand four hundred and 
thirty-six dollars. 
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For the expenses attending six seventy-four gun ships and for com
pleting navy yarps, docks, and wharves, the sum of five hundred thou
sand dollars. 

For erecting marine barracks, the sum of twenty thousand dollars. 
For maintenance of French prisoners, the sum of thirty thousand 

dollars. 
For making up deficiency of former appropriations for the mainte

nance of French prisoners, the sum of forty-five thousand dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 

herein before made shall be paid out of the unexpended balance of 
appropriat~on~ for the navy, at the close of the last year, and out of any 
other monies m the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXXII.-.Bn .Bet for altering the times and places ef holding certain 
Courts therein mentioned, and for other purposes. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the cir
cuit courts of the United States, within the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, shall, after the passing of 
this act, commence and be respectively held on the several days herein 
after expressed, instead of the times heretofore established by law, that 
is to say : In and for the district of Rhode Island, at Providence, on 
every first day of April, and at Newport on. every eleventh day of Novem
ber ; in and for the district of Massachusetts, on every eighth day of 
April and twenty-fifth day of October; in and for the district of New 
Hampshire, at Portsmouth, on every twenty-third day of April, and at 
Exeter on every fifteenth day of October ; in and for the district of 
Maine, at Portland, on every first day of May, and at Wiscasset on 
every sixth day of October, except when any of those days shall hap
pen on a Sunday, and then the session shall commence on the next day 
following. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, process 
and other proceedings of what nature or kind soever, depending and 
undetermined before the circuit courts aforesaid respectively, or that 
shall be depending and undetermined on the first day of April next, 
before the district court for the district of Maine, acting as a circuit 
court, shall be continued to the next circuit courts respectively hereby 
directed to be holden in and for the districts aforesaid, respectively. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That all writs and processes which 
have been, or shall be duly sued out and made returnable to either of 
the circuit courts aforesaid, or to the district court for the district of 
M.aine, acting as a circuit court, on either of the days on which the 
same courts were respectively to have been held prior to the passing of 
this act, and all recognizances that have been or shall be duly taken and 
made so returnable (said writs and processes having been duly and sea
sonably served) shall be returned !O and proceeded upon i~ the said 
next circuit courts respectively, which are next to be holden rn and for 
the districts aforesaid, respectively, as hereby directed; and all property 
attached by virtue of such writs or processes, shall be held in due form 
of Jaw to respond the final judgments that shall be obtained upon the same 
respectively. . . 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, T~at the district courts ~f the 
United States in the state of North Carolma, shall, after the passmg of 
this act com~ence and be held on the several days herein after expressed, 
insteaa' of the times heretofore established by law, that is to say: at 
Edenton in and for the district of Albemarle on every last Monday of 
March, third Monday of June, and last Monday of November; at Newbern 
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in and for the district of Pamptico, on every first Monday of April, 
fourth Monday of June and first Monday of December; and at Wil
mington in and for the district of Cape }'ear, on every second Monday 
of April, first Monday of July and second Mondaf of De?ernbe!. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all act10ns, smts, wnts, pro
cess, pleadings and other proceedings comm~n<;~d, instituted, depending 
or existing in the district courts of ~he d1str_1cts of New Jersey and 
North Carolina at the time of the passmg of this act, shall be continued 
in manner foll;wing, that is to say: all such commenced, instituted, de
pending, or existing in the district court_ of the ~ist~ict of New Jersey, 
to the next district court to be holden m the d1stnct of East Jersey; 
and all such commenced, instituted, depending or existing in the district 
court of the district of North Carolina, shall be continued to the next 
district court to be holden in the district of Pamplico. 

SEC. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this act the circuit court of the United States for the district of 
Kentucky, ~hall be holden at Frankfort, within and for said district, on 
the days already established by law, instead of at Beardstown, any thing 
in any other law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the chief judge of the district 
of Columbia, shall hold the district courts of the United States in and 
for the district of Potomac, and shall have, exercise and perform, within 
the said district of Potomac, all the powers and duties now possessed, 
exercised and performed by the district judges of the United States 
within their respective districts. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-Jln .9.ct to amend the act, intituled "Jl11 act to provide for the 
valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration "f Slaves, willdn 
the United Stales," and to repeal the act, intiluled "Jln act tu enlarge the powers 
ef tlte surveyors of the revenue." 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Repi·esentativcs 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That each sur
veyor of the revenue who has been or shall be appointed under the act, 
intituled "An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling
houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States," after 
completing the lists of the sums payable, for every dwelling-house and 
slave within the district to which such surveyor does or shall belong, 
and delivering the same to the collector of the revenue, and after taking 
receipts for such lists from the collector, in the manner provided by the 
act, intituled "An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the United 
States," shall transmit to the supervisor of the district, or to the inspec
tor of survey, in any district comprehending more than one survey of 
inspection, to which such surveyor does or may belong, the receipts 
given by the collector for such lists, together with all the records of the 
lists, valuations and enumerations, which he has received or shall receive, 
or which doth or shall exist in his office under authority of the act first 
mentioned; and it shall be the duty of such supervisor or inspector to 
receive such receipts, records and papers, and safe! y to preserve the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much of the act, intituled 
"An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and 
the enumeration of slaves," as makes it the duty of the surveyors of the 
revenue to record the transfers of lands or dwelling-houses, included in the 
said valuations, and to view and apportion the value of such land or dwel
ling-houses as shall be divided by sale or partition, and to value and assess 
new dwelling-houses and lands which are exempted, but which shall 
cease to be exempted from taxation by the laws of the state, where the 
same shall be situated, and to cancel or reduce the valuation of dwelling-
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l1ouses, which may be damaged or destroyed by fire or other accidents, 
shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the act, intituled "An Act to 
enlarge the powers of the surveyors of the revenue," passed on the thir
teenth day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred, shall be 
and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1801. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-J.ln J.lct for erecting Lighthouses <m New Point Comfort, and 
on Smith's Point, in the state ef Virginia, and on Faulkner's Island in Long 
Island Sound, in the state ef Connecticut, and for placing buoys in Naraganset 
Bay. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as 
a cession shall be made by the state of Virginia to the United States, 
of the jurisdiction over the land proper for the purpose, the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and be is hereby authorized to provide by contract, 
to be approved by the President of the United States, for building a 
lighthouse on New Point Comfort, and another lighthouse on Smith's 
Point, both in the state aforesaid, and to furnish the same with all ne
cessary supplies; and also to agree for the salaries or wages of the 
persons, who may be appointed by the President for the superintendence 
and care of the same, and that the President be authorized to make the 
said appointments. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That as soon as a cession shall 
be made by the state of Connecticut, of the jurisdiction over the land 
proper for the purpose, the Secretary be, and he is hereby authorized 
to provide by contract, to be approved by the President of the United 
States, for building a lighthouse on Faulkner's Island, in Long Island 
Sound, in the said state ofConnecticut,and to furnish the same with all 
necessary supplies, and also to agree for the salaries or wages of the 
person or persons appointed by the President for the superintendence 
and care of the same, and that the President be authorized to make the 
said appointments. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to cause to be placed one 
buoy on the shoal south of Kinnimicut Point, and one buoy on a ledge 
called the halfway rock, in the N araganset Bay, in the state of Rhode 
Island. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated and 
paid, out of the monies arising from imports and tonnage, the sum of 
five thousand dollars for the purpose of erecting the lighthouse as afore
said on New Point Comfort; the sum of nine thousand dollars for the 
purpose of erecting the lighthouse as aforesaid on Smith's Point; and 
the sum of six thousand dollars for erecting the lighthouse as aforesaid 
on Faulkner's Island in Long Island Sound, and the sum of one hundred 
and fifty dollars for placing two buoys as aforesaid in the Naraganset 
Bay, in the state of Rhode Island. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

CHAP, XXXV.~J.ln .IJ.ct further to alter and to establish certain Post Roads, 

SRcTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the follow
ing post roads be discontinued: 

From Lancaster to New Holland in Pennsylvania. 
From Greenville in Tennessee, by the Warm· Springs, to Buncomb 

Courthouse. L 2 
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From Elizabeth city in North Carolina, by New Lebanon, to N:orth-
west river bridge. 

From Upper Marlborough to Piscataway. 
From Henderson Courthouse to Muhlenberg Courthouse. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following be established 

as post roads: 
In Maine.-From Standish to Fryburg. 
In New Hampshire.-From Amherst by Francistown, Washington 

and Claremont, to Windsor in Vermont. 
In Ve~mont.-From Bennington to Brattleborough. 
From Newbury by Bradford, Corinth, Washington and Barre, to 

Montpelier. 
In Massachusetts.-From Leominster, through Westminster, Temple

ton and Athol, to Greenfield. 
From Worcester, by Mendon, to Providence, and from Worcester to 

Lancaster. 
In Rhode Island.-From Providence, by Rehoboth and Attleborough, 

to Taunton, Massachusetts. 
In New York.-From Albany, by Duanesburg and Durlock, to Cherry 

Valley. 
From Poughkeepsie, by Sharon, to Litchfield. 
In Dclaware.-From Georgetown, by Concord and the village of 

Laurel, to Salisbury. 
In Maryland.-From Annapolis to Easton, by Young Hadaways. 
From Annapolis to Centreville, by Kent Island. 
From the city of Washington to Piscataway. 
From Elkton, by Warwick and Bridgetown, to Greensborough, in 

Caroline county. 
From the city of Washington, by Brookville and W. Hobbs's in Fred

erick county, to Taneytown. 
From the city of Washington to Wiley's tavern in Fairfax county, 

Virginia. 
In Pennsylvania.-From Pittsburg, by Georgetown and Canfield, to 

Warren in the Northwestern territory. 
From Berwick to Wilkesbarre. 
In Virginia.-From Richmond to Charles City Courthouse. 
From Clarkesburg to Marietta. 
From Romney to Morganton or Clarkesburg. 
From Alexandria, by Thomas's ferry, to Piscataway, in Maryland. 
From Halifax Courthouse to Danville. 
From Bowling Green, by Broaddus's mill, S. Harrison's and Dunkirk, 

to New Kent Courthouse. 
The post road from Jerusalem to Hicks's ford shall pass by the Cross-

keys, and from the Cross-keys to Murfreesborough. 
From Petersburg, by Sussex Courthouse, to Southampton Courthouse. 
From Jamestown to Farmville. 
The mail from Mecklenberg Courthouse, in Virginia, to Christianville, 

shall be carried by Marshall's and Wilson's store. 
In the Northwestern Territory.-From Cincinnati to Detroit. 
In Indiana Territory.-From Vincennes, by Kaskaskias, to Kahokia. 
In Kentucky.-From Harding Courthouse to Breckenridge Court-

house, to Henderson Courthouse, Eddy Grove and Eddyville, to Fort 
Massac. 

From Breckenridge Courthouse, by Hartford and Vienna, to Ml!hlen
berg Courthouse. 

In Tennessee.-From Knoxville, by Sevierville, Newport and the 
Warm Springs, to Buncomb Courthouse. 

From Newport, by Cheek's cross-roads, to Oresville. 
In tlie, Mississippi Territory.-From Natchez to the southern boun

dary line of the United States. 
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In North Carolina.-The post road from Raleigh to Chatham Court
house, shall pass through Haywoodsborough. 

The post road from Raleigh to Newbern, shall pass through Greene 
county. 

From Elizabeth City to Indiantown and Tull's creek, to Northwest 
river bridge. 

The post road from Winton to Windsor shall pass through Pitch-
anding and Colerain. 

From Louisburg, by Nash Courthouse, to Tarborough. 
From Charlotte Courthouse to York Courthouse, in South Carolina. 
From Charlotte to Camden, in South Carolina. 
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all letters and packets from 

John Adams, now President of the United States, after the expiration 
of his term in office, and during his life, shall be received and conveyed 
by post free of postage. 

SEc. 4. And be it fu1·tlier enacted, That this act shall not be con
strued to affect any existing contracts. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1801. 

RESOLUTION respecting certain property of the United States, in the possession of 
Thomas Claxton, James Mathers and Thomas Dunn, doorkeepers to Congress. 
RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That Thomas Claxton, James 
Mathers and Thomas Dunn, be permitted to occupy, free of rent, until 
otherwise directed by Congress, the houses now in their respective pos
sessio11, the property of the United States, in the public square in the 
city of Washington on which the Capitol stands, together with a small 
piece of ground contiguous to each, for a garden, to be inclosed in such 
a manner as not to interfere with any of the public streets or avenues 
passing through the said square. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1801. 
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STATUTE I. 

ACTS OF THE SEVENTH CONGRESS 
OF TRE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the .first session, which was beg~n and held at the Oity of 
Washington in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the seventh 
day of Dec~ber, 1801, and ended on the third day of May, 1802. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, President; AARON BuRR, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; ABRAHAM BALDWIN, 
President of the Senate pro tempore, on the 14th of January, 1802, 
and from the 21st of April, 1802; NATHANIEL MACON, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER 1.-.Bn .Bet for the apportionment cf Representatives among the several 
States, according to the second enumeration. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three, the House 
of Representatives shall be composed of members elected agreeably to a 
ratio of one member for every thirty-three thousand persons in each 
state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the constitution ; 
that is to say: within the state of New Hampshire, five; within the state 
of Massachusetts, seventeen; within the state of Vermont, four ; within 
the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of Connecticut, seven; 
within the state of New York, seventeen; within the state of New Jersey, 
six; within the state of Pennsylvania, eighteen; within the state of 
Delaware, one; within the state of Maryland, nine; within the state of 
Virginia, twenty-two; within the state of North Carolina, twelve; within 
the state of South Carolina, eight; within the state of Georgia, four; 
within the state of Kentucky, six; and within the state of Tennessee, 
three members. 

APPROVED, January 14, 1802. 

Jan. 26, 1802. CRAP. II.-An .8.ct concerning the Library for the use ef both Houses cf 
Congress.( b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the books and 

(a) By the act of April 14, 1792, chap. 23, the ratio of representatives was one member to every thirty
three thousand persons in each state, after the first census. 

By the act of January 14, 1802, chap. 1, the ratio of representatives was one member to every thirty• 
three thousand persons in each state, after the second census. 

By the act of December 21, 1811,chap. 9, the ratio of representatives was one member to every thirty
five thousand persons in each state, after the third census. 

By the act of March 7, 1822,chap. 10,the ratio of representatives was one member to every forty thou
sand persons in each state, after the fourth census. 

By the act of May 22, 1832, chap. 91, the ratio of representatives was one member to every forty-seven 
thousand seven hundred persons in each state, after the fifth census. 

By the act of June 25, 1842, chap. 21, the ratio of representatives was one member to every seventy 
thou~and six hundred and ei~hty persons in each state, and one additional member to each state having a 
fraction greater than one moiety of that number of persons, according to the sixth census. 

(b) 'fhl 28s for the establishment and regulation of the Library of Congress, are: An act concerning 
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maps purchased by direction of the act of Cono-ress, passed the twenty
fourth of April, one thousand eight hundred, together with the books or 
libraries which have heretofore been kept separately by each house, shall 
be placed in the Capitol, in the room which was occupied by the House 
of Representatives, during the last session of the sixth Conaress. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the time being, be, 
and they hereby are empowered to establish such regulations and re
strictions in relation to the said library, as to them shall seem proper, 
and from time to time, to alter or amend the same: Provided, that no 
regulation shall be made repugnant to any provision contained in this 
act. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That a librarian to be appointed 
by the President of the United States solely, shall take charge of the 
said library, who, previous to his entering upon the duties of his office, 
shall give bond, payable to the United States, in such a sum, and with 
such security as the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, for the time being, may deem sufficient, for the safe 
keeping of such books, maps and furniture as may be confided to his 
care, and the faithful discharge of his trust, according to such regula
tions as may be, from time to time, established for the government of 
the said library; which said bond shall be deposited in the office of the 
secretary of the Senate. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That no map shall be permitted 
to be taken out of the said library by any person; nor any book, except 
by the President and Vice President of the United States, and members 
of the Senate anJi House of Representatives, for the time being. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the keeper of the said library 
shall receive for his services, a sum not exceeding two dollars per diem, 
for every day of necessary attendance; the amount whereof, together 
with the necessary expenses incident to the said library, after being 
ascertained by the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of 
Representative~, for the time being, shall be paid out of the fund annually 
appropriated for the contingent expenses of both Houses of Congress. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the unexpended balance of 
the sum of five thousand dollars appropriated by the act of Congress 
aforesaid, for the purchase of books and maps for the use of the two 
houses of Congress, together with such sums as may hereafter be ap
propriated to the same purpose, shall be laid out under the direction of 
a joint committee, to consist of three members of the Senate, and three 
members of the House of Representatives. 

APPROVED, January 26, 1802. 

CHAP. IV.-.9n Act for the proteclion qf the Commerce and Seamen qf the United 
States, against the Tripoli/an Cruisers. 

WHERK\S the regency of Tripoli, on the coast of Barbary, has com
menced a predatory warfare against the United States: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repnsentatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful 

129 

Certain books 
and maps to be 
deposited to• 
gether in a 
room in the 
Capitol. 

Certain regu
lations in reJa. 
tion to the libra
ry to be formed 
by the President 
of the Senate 
and Speak er of 
the House of 
Representa
tives. 

A librarian to 
be appointed, 
who shall gi vo 
bond, &c. 

Bond to be 
deposited in tJie 
office of Secre
tary of the Senate. 

No maps to 
be taken out of 
the library. 

Who may take 
out books. 

Pay of the li
brnrian, &c. 

To be paid out 
of the contin
gent fnnd of 
Congress. 

Manner of pur
chasing books 
for the library 
under a joint 
committee of 
the Senate and 
House of Re
preeentativcs. 

STATUTE I. 

Feb. 6, 1802. 

[Obsolete.] 
President may 

employ such of 
the armed ves
sels of the Uni· 
ted States as he 

the library for the use of both houses of Congress, January 26, 1802, chap. 2; an act in addition to an 
act entitled, "An act concerning the library of both houses of Congress," May 1, 1810, chap. 50; an 
act to authorize the purchase of the library of Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United States, 
January 30, 1815, chap. 127; an act providing for the settlement of certain accounts against the library 
of Con~ress for extending the privilege of using books therein, and for establishing the salary of the 
Jibraria~ April 16, 1816, chap. 46; an act fixing the compensation of the secretary of the Senate, and 
clerk of 'the House of Representatives, of the clerks employed in their offices, and of the librarian, April 
18, 1818, chap. 64. Resolution granting permission to the judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States to use the books in the library of Congress, March 2, 181.2. An act to increase and improve the 
]aw department of the library of Congress, July 14, 1832, chap. 221, 
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133 

may_ judge re• 
quis1te for the 
protection of the 
commerce and 
seamen on the 
Atlantic and 
Mediterranean. 

Acts of hos
tility and pre
caution author
ized. 

Captured ves
sels to be 
brought into 
port, and pro
ceeds of prizes 
distributed. 

Commissions 
against Tripoli 
to he issued to 
private armed 
vessels. 

Bonds of the 
owner and com
mander to be 
previously 
gh•en. 

Captured pro
perty may be 
condemned and 
distributed ac
cording to 
agree men ts. 

Period for 
which seamen 
may be engaged 
to serve. 

STATUTE J. 

Feb. 18, 1802. 

Privilege of 
sending and re
ceiving letters 
free of postage 
to be enjoyed 
by delegates 
from territories 
to Congress. 

Tral'el!ing ex-

SEVENTH CONGRESS. Si:ss. I. Cu. 5. 1802. 

fully to equip, officer, man, and emplor such of the a_rmed vessels of_ the 
United States as may be judged reqms1te by the President of the U mted 
States, for protecting effectually the commer?e. a_nd seamen thereof on 
the Atlantic ocean the Mediterranean and adJ01mng seas. 

SEc. 2. And b; it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to instruct the commanders of the re
spective public vessels aforesaid, to subdue, seize and make prize of all 
vessels, goods and effects, belonging to th~ Bey of Tripoli, or to his 
subjects, and to bring or send the same rnto port, to be proceeded 
against, and distributed according to law; and also to cause to be done 
all such other acts of precaution or hostility as the state of war will 
justify, and may, in his opinion, require. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That on the application of the 
owners of private armed vessels of the United States, the President of 
the United States may grant to them special commissions, in the form 
which he shall direct, under the seal of the United States; and such 
private armed vessels, when so commissioned, shall have the like au
thority for subduing, seizing, taking, and bringing into port, any Tri
politan vessel, goods or effects, as the before-mentioned public armed 
vessels may by law have; and shall therein be subject to the instructions 
which may be given by the President of the United States for the regu
lation of their conduct; and their commissions shaIJ be revocable at his 
pleasure. Provided, that before any commission shall be granted, as 
aforesaid, the owner or owners of the vessel for which the same may be 
requested, and the commander thereof, for the time being, shall give 
bond to the United States, with at least two responsible sureties, not 
interested in such vessel, in the penal sum of seven thousand dollars; 
or, if such vessel be provided with more than one hundred and fifty men, 
in the penal sum of fourteen thousand dollars, with condition for ob
serving the treaties and laws of the United States, and the instructions 
which may be given, ae aforesaid; and also, for satisfying all damages 
and injuries which shall be done, contrary to the tenor thereof, by such 
commissioned vessel; and for delivering up the commission, when re• 
voked by the President of the United States. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That any Tripolitan vessel, goods 
or effects, which shall be so captured and brought into port by any pri
vate armed vessel of the United States, duly commissioned, as aforesaid, 
may be adjudged good prize, and thereupon shall accrue to the owners 
and officers, and men of the capturing vessel, and shall be distributed 
according to the agreement which shall have been made between them, 
or, in failure of such agreement, according to the discretion of the 
court having cognizance of the capture. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the seamen may be engaged 
to serve in the navy of the United States for a period not exceeding 
two years; but the President may discharge the same sooner, if in hi!I 
judgment, their services may be dispensed with. 

APPROVED, February 6, 1802. 

CHAP, V,-.On .Bet extending the privilege of franking and receiving letters, 
free of postage, to any person admitted, orto be admitted to take a seat in Congress, 
as a delegate; and providing compensation for such delegate. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse ef Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That any person ad
mitted, or who may h~reafter b~ _admitted to _take a seat in Congress, 
as a delegate, shall enJoy the prmlege of sendmg and receiving letters, 
free of postage, on the same terms, and under the same restrictions as 
are pr?vided for the _members of the Senate and of the House of Repre
sentatives of the Umted States, by the act, intituled "An act to estah-
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lish the_ post-office of the United . States;" and that every such delegate 
so admitted to a seat, ~e, and he 1s hereby authorized to receive, free of 
po~tage, under the _said restrictions, any letters directed to him, and 
wh1c~ shall have arnved at the seat of government prior to the passage 
of this act: and that every such delegate shall receive for his travelling 
expenses and attendance in Congress, the same compensation as is or 
may be allowed, by law, to the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, to be certified and paid in the 
same manner. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1802. 

CHAP. Vl.-.8n .!let making certain partial .flppropriatiom for the year one thou
sand eight hundt·ed and two. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the sum of 
sixty thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated towards 
defraying the expense of the pay of the army, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and two. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following sums be, and 
the same hereby are appropriated to the purposes herein recited, respec
tively, that is to say: for the contingent expenses of the department of 
the treasury, to make good the deficiency of former appropriations for 
the same, the sum of sixteen hundred and thirteen dollars, and fifty
seven cents. 

For the printing of the public accounts, to make good the deficiency 
of former appropriations for the same, the sum of fourteen hundred 
dollars. 

Towards the contingent expenses of the department of the treasury, 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and two, the sum of one 
thousand dollars. 

Towards the contingent expenses of the House of Representatives, 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and two, the sum of three 
thousand dollars. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the accounting officers of 
the treasury department be, and they hereby are authorized, in the set
tlement of the accounts of the several officers herein after mentioned, 
to make the following allowances for clerk hire, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and one, in addition to the allowances now 
established by law, that is to say: 

To the accountant of the navy department, one thousand nine hundred 
dollars, and thirty-one cents. 

To the purveyor of public supplies, seven hundred dollars. 
To the superintendent of stamps, three hundred and seventy-seven 

dollars, and seventy-eight cents. 
To the commissioner of loans of Pennsylvania, one thousand five 

hundred dollars. 
Provided liowever That the expense, thus allowed, shall have been 

actually incurred: And provided also! that the ~hole amount_ paid to 
each above-mentioned officer, respectively, for his compensat10n, and 
that of his clerks and persons employed in his office, for the year afore
said, shall not exceed the sums heretofore appropriated, by law, to those 
objects, respectively, during the said year. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, _Th~t the aforesaid sums shal! be 
paid and discharged out of any monies m the treasury of the U mted 
States, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 23, 1802. 
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CHAP, Vlll.-Jln JJ.ct to repeal certain acts respecting tlte organization ef the 
C-Ourts of tlte United States ; and jor otlter purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef tlze United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act _of Congress 
passed on the thirteenth day of Fe?ruary one thousand e1~ht hundred 
and one, intituled " An act to provide for the more convenient organi
zation of the courts of the United States," from and after the first day 
of July next, shall be, and is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the act passed on the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hun~red and _one, intituled ''. An act 
for altering the times and places of holdmg certam c?urts therem men
tioned and for other purposes," from and after the said first day of July 
next, shall be, and is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That all the acts, and parts of 
acts, which were in force before the passage of the aforesaid two acts, 
and which by the same were either amended, explained, altered, or 
repealed, shall be, and hereby are, after the said first day of July next, 
revived, and in as full and complete force and operation, as if the said 
two acts had never been made. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That all actions, suits, process, 
pleadings, and other proceedings, of what nature or kind soever, 
depending or existing in any of the circuit courts of the United States, 
or in any of the district courts of the United States, acting as circuit 
courts, or in any of the additional district courts, which were established 
by the aforesaid act of Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of Feb
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and one, shall be, and hereby are, 
from and after the said first day of July next, continued over to the 
circuit courts, and to the district courts, and to the district courts 
acting as circuit courts respectively, which shall be first thereafter 
holden in and for the respective circuits and districts, which are revived 
and established by this act, and to be proceeded in, in the same manner 
as they would have been, had they originated prior to the passage of 
the said act, passed on the thirteenth day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and one. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That all writs and process, which 
have issued, or may issue before the said first day of July next, returna
ble to the circuit courts, or to any district court acting as a circuit 
court, or any additional district court established by the aforesaid act 
passed the thirteenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
one, shall be returned to the next circuit court, or district court, or dis
trict court acting as a circuit court, re-established by this act : and shall 
be proceeded on therein, in the same manner as they could, had they 
been originally returnable to the circuit courts, and district courts acting 
as circuit courts, hereby revived and established. 

APPROVED, March 8, 1802. 

CHAP, IX.-.Rn .Rctjixing the military peace establishment rf the United Slates. 
Be it enacted by tlzc Senate and House of Representatfoes of tlie 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the military peace 
establishment of the United States from and after the first of June next, 
shall be composed of one regiment of artillerists and two regiments of 
infantry, with such officers, military agents, and engineers, as are herein 
after mentioned. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the regiment of artillerists 
shall consist of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, four majors, one ad-

(a) Sec act of April 29, 1802, chap. 31, "An act to amend the judicial system of the United States." 
(b) An act altering the sessions of the district courts of the United States for the district of Virginia, 

Rhode Island, and for the district of West Tennessee, March 23, !804, chap. 31. 
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jutant, and twenty companies, each company to consist of one captain, 
one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, two cadets, four sergeants, 
four corporals, four musicians, eight artificers, and fifty-six privates; to 
be formed into five battalions: Provided always, that it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States to retain, with their present grade, 
as many of the first lieutenants, now in service, as shall amount to the 
whole number of lieutenants required; but that in proportion as vacan
~ies happen th~rein,_ new appointments be made to the grade of second 
lieutenants until theu number amount to twenty: and each regiment of 
infantry shall consist of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, 
one adjutant, one sergeant-major, two teachers of music, and ten com
panies; each company to consist of one captain, one first and one second 
lieutenant, one ensign, four sergeants, four corporals, four musicians, and 
sixty-four privates. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be one brigadier
general, with one aid-de-camp, who shall be taken from the captains or 
subalterns of the line; one adjutant and inspector of the army, to be 
taken from the line of field officers; one paymaster of the army, seven 
paymasters and two assistunts, to be attached to such districts as the 
President of the United States shall direct, to be taken from the line of 
commissioned officers, who, in addition to their other duties, shall have 
charge of the clothing of the troops; three military agents, and such 
number of assistant military agents as the President of the United States 
shall deem expedient, not exceeding one to each military post; which 
assistants shall be taken from the line; two surgeons ; twenty-five sur
geons' mates, to be attached to garrisons or posts, and not to corps. 

8Ec 1 4. And be it further enacted, That the monthly pay of the 
officer's, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, be as fol
lows, to wit : to the brigadier-general, two hundred and twenty-five 
dollars, which shall be his full and entire compensation, without a right 
to demand or receive any rations, forage, travelling expenses, or other 
perquisite or emolument whatsoever, except such stationery as may be 
requisite for the use of his department; to the adjutant and inspector 
of the army, thirty-eight dollars in addition to his pay in the line, and 
such stationery as shall be requisite for his department; to the paymaster 
of the army, one hundred and twenty dollars, without any other emolu
ment, except such stationery as may be requisite in his department and 
the use of the public office now occupied by him; to the aid-de-camp, in 
addition to his pay in the line, thirty dollars; to each paymaster attached 
to districts, thirty dollars, and each assistant to such paymaster, ten 
dollars, in addition to his pay in the line; to each military agent, 
seventy-six dollars and no other emolument; to each assistant military 
agent, eight dollars, in addition to his pay in the line, except the assistant 
military agents at Pittsburg and Niagara, who shall receive sixteen 
dollars, each, in addition to their pay in the line; to each colonel, seventy
five dollars; to each lieutenant-colonel, sixty dollars; to each major, 
fifty dollars; to each surgeon, forty-five dollars; to each surgeon's mate, 
thirty dollars; to each adjutant, ten dollars, in addition to his pay in the 
line; to each captain, forty dollars; to each first lieutenant, th(rty dollars; 
to each second lieutenant, twenty-five dollars; to each ensign, twenty 
dollars; to each cadet, ten dollars; to each sergeant-major, nine dollars; 
to each sergeant, eight dollars; to each corporal, seven dollars; to each 
teacher of music, eight dollars; to each musician, six dollars; to each 
artificer, ten dollars; and to each private, five dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the commissioned officers 
aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive, for their daily subsistence, the 
followinrr number of rations of provisions: a colonel, six rations; a 
lieutena~t-colonel, five rations; a major, four rations; a captain, three 
rations· a lieutenant, two rations; an ensign, two rations; a surgeon 
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three rations; a surgeon's mate, two rations; a cadet, two rations or 
money in lieu thereof at the option of the said officers and cadets at the 
posts respectively, where the rations shall become due; and 1f at such 
post supplies are not furnished by contract, then such allowance as shall 
be deemed equitable, having reference to former contra~tsi and the posi
tion of the place in question: and each non-comm1ss1oned officer, 
musician and private, one ration; to the commanding officers of each 
separate post, such additi?nal nu~ber ?f rations_ as the President of t?e 
United States shall, from time to time, direct, havmg respect to the special 
circumstances of each post; to the women who may be allowed to any 
particular corps not exceeding the proportion of four to a c_ompany, one 
ration each; to such matrons and nurses as may be nec~ssanly employed 
in the hospital, one ration each; and to every commisswned officer who 
shall keep one servant, not a soldier of the line, one additional ration. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That each ration shall consist of 
one pound and a quarter of beef, or three quarters of a pound of pork, 
eighteen ounces of bread or flour, one gill of rum, whiskey or brandy, 
and at the rate of two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds 
of soap, and one pound and a half of candles to every hundred rations. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the following officers shall, 
whenever forage is not furnished by the public, receive at the rate of 
the following sums per month, in lieu thereof: each colonel, twelve dol
lars ; _ each lieutenant-colonel, eleven dollars; each major, ten dollars;· 
each adjutant, six dollars; each surgeon, ten dollars; and each surgeon's 
mate, six dollars. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every non-commissioned officer, 
musician and private of the artillery and infantry, shall receive annually, 
the following articles of uniform clothing, to wit : one hat, one coat, 
one vest, two pair of woollen and two pair of linen overalls, one coarse 
linen frock and trowsers for fatigue clothing, four pair of shoes, four 
shirts, two pair of socks, two pair of short stockings, one blanket, one 
stock and clasp, and one pair of half gaithers : and the Secretary of 
War is hereby authorized to cause to be furnished to the paymasters of 
the respective districts, such surplus of clothing as he may deem expe
dient, which clothing shall, under his direction, be furnished to the sol
diers, when necessary, at the contract prices, and accounted for by them 
out of their arrears of monthly pay. 

SEc. 0. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States cause to be arranged, the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians and privates of the several corps of troops now in the service 
of the United States, in such a manner as to form and complete, out of 
the same, the corps aforesaid; and cause the supernumerary officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates to be discharged from 
the service of the United States from and after the first day of April 
next, or as soon thereafter as circumstances may permit. 

SEc. IO. And be it fartlier enacted, That the officers, non-commis
sioned officers, musicians and privates of the said corps, shall be governed 
by the rules and articles of war, which have been established by the 
United States in Congress assembled, or by such rules and articles as 
may be hereafter, by law, established: Provided nevertlieless, that the 
sentence of general courts martial, extending to the Joss of life, the dis
mission of a commissioned officer, or which shall respect the general 
officer, shall, with the whole of the proceedings of such cases, respec
tively, be laid before the President of the United States, who is hereby 
authorized to direct the same to be carried into execution, or otherwise, 
as he shall judge proper 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlter enacted, That the commissioned officers 
wh? shall be employed in the recruiting service, to keep up by voluntary 
enlistment, the corps as aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive for every 



SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Ca. 9. 1802. 

effective able-bodied citizen of the United States who shall be duly 
enlisted by him for the term of five years, and mustered of at least five 
feet six inches high, and between the ages of eighteen' and thirty-five 
years, the sum of two dollars : Provided nevertlteless that this regulation 
so far as respects the height and aO'e of the recruit 'shall not extend t~ 
musicians or to those soldiers wh~ may re-enlist i~to the service: And 
provi1ed also, that no person under the age of twenty-one years shall 
be enlisted by any officer, or held in the service of the United States 
without the consent of his parent, guardian or master first had and 
obtained, if any he have; and if any officer shall enlist any person con
trary to the t~ue intent and meaning of this act,-for every such offence, 
he shall forfeit and pay the amount of the bounty and clothing which 
the person so recruited may have received from the public, to be deducted 
out of the pay and emoluments of such officer. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed 
and paid to each effective able-bodied citizen, recruited as aforesaid, to 
serve for the term of five years, a bounty of twelve dollars; but the pay
ment of six dollars of the said bounty shall be deferred until he shall be 
mustered and have joined the corps in which he is to serve. 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said corps shall be paid 
in such manner, that the arrears shall, at no time, exceed two months, 
unless the circumstances of the case shall render it unavoidable. 

SEc. 14. And be it fartlter enacted, That if any officer, non-commis
sioned officer, musician or private, in the corps composing the peace 
establishment shall be disabled by wounds or otherwise, while in the line 
of his duty in public service, he shall be placed on the list of invalids of 
the United States, at such rate of pay, and under such regulations, as 
may be directed by the President of the United States for the time being: 
Provided always, that the compensation to be allowed for such wounds 
or disabilities, to a commissioned officer, shall not exceed for the highest 
rate of disability half the monthly pay of such officer, at the time of his 
being disabled or wounded; and that no officer shall receive more than 
the half pay of a lieutenant-colonel; and that the rate of compensation 
to non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, shall not exceed 
five dollars per month: And provided also, that all inferior disabilities 
shall entitle the person so disabled to receive an allowance proportionate 
to the highest disability. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any commissioned officer 
in the military peace establishment of the United States, shall, while in 
the service of the United States, die, by reason of any wound received 
in actual service of the United States, imd leave a widow, or if no widow, 
a child or children under sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no 
widow, such child or children shall be entitled to and receive half the 
monthly pay, to which the deceased was entitled at the time of his death, 
for and during the term of five years. But in case of the death or inter
marriage of such widow, before the expiration of the said term of five 
years, the half pay, for ihe remainder of the time, shall go to the child 
or children of such deceased officer: Provided always, that such half 
pay shall cease on the decease of such child or children. 

SEC. 16. And be it furtlter enacted, That the paymaster shall perform 
the duties of his office, agreeably to the direction of the President of the 
United States, for the time being; and before he enters on the duties of 
the same, shall give bonds, with good and sufficient sureties, in such 
sums as the President shall direct, for the faithful discharge of his said 
office ; and shall take an oath to execute the duties thereof with fidelity: 
and it shall, moreover, be his duty to appoint from the line, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, the several paymasters 
to districts and assistants prescribed by this act; and he is hereby author
ized to require the said paymaster to districts, and assistants, to enter 
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into bonds, with good and sufficient surety, for the faithful discharge of 
their respective duties. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
military agents, designated by thi~ _act, to purchase, receive, ~nd forward 
to their proper destination, all military stores, and other articles for the 
troops in their respective departm_ents, and all goods and a~nuities for 
the Indians, which they may be duected to purchase, or which shall be 
ordered into their care by the department of l\'ar. They shall account 
with the department of war, annually, for all the public property which 
may pass through their hands, and all the monies which they may 
expend in discharge of the duties of their offices, respectively: previous 
to their entering on the duties of their offices1 they shall give ~onds, with 
sufficient sureties, in such sums as the President of the Umted States 
shall direct, for the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in them; and 
shall take an oath faithfully to perform the duties of their respective 
offices. 

SEc. 18. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any non-commissioned 
officer, musician or private, shall desert the service of the United States, 
he shall, in addition to the penalties mentioned in the rules and articles 
of war, be liable to serve, for and during such a period, as shall, with 
the time he may have served previous to his desertion, amount to the 
full term of his enlistment; and such soldier shall and may be tried by 
a court martial, and punished, although the term of his enlistment may 
have elapsed previous to his being apprehended or tried. 

SEC. 19. And be it farther enacted, That every person who shall 
procure or entice a soldier in the service of the United States to desert, 
or who shall purchase from any soldier, his arms, uniform clothing, or 
any part thereof; and every captain or commanding officer of any ship 
or vessel, who shall enter on board such ship or vessel, as one of his 
crew, knowing him to have deserted, or otherwise carry away any such 
soldier, or shall refuse to deliver him up to the orders of his command
ing officer, shall, upon legal conviction, be fined at the discretion of any 
court having cognizance of the same, in any sum not exceeding three 
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned any term not exceeding one year. 

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That every officer, non-commis
sioned officer, musician and private, shall take and subscribe the following 
oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear or affirm, (as 
the case may be) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United 
States of America, and that I will serve them honestly and faithfully 
against their enemies or opposers, whomsoever; and that I will observe 
and obey the orders of the President of the United States, and the 
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to the rules and 
articles of war." 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That whenever a general court 
martial shall be ordered, the President of the United States may appoint 
some fit person to act as judge advocate, who shall be allowed, in addition 
to his other pay, one dollar and twenty-five cents for every day he shall 
be necessarily employed in the duties of the said court ; and in cases 
where the Presiden~ shall not have made such appointment, the brigadier
general or the president of the court may make the same. 

SEc. 22. And be it furtltcr enacted, That where any commissioned 
o_ffi~er shall be obliged to incur any extra expense in travelling and 
s1ttmg on general courts martial, he shall be allowed a reasonable 
compensation for such extra expense actually incurred, not exceeding 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per day, to officers who are not entitled 
to forage, and not exceeding one dollar per day to such as shall be entitled 
to forage. 

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That no non-commissioned officer, 
musician or private shall he arrester!, or subject to arrest, or to be taken 
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in execut~on for any debt under the sum of twenty dollars, contracted 
before enlistment, nor for any debt contracted after enlistment. 

S~c. 24. And _be it further enacted, That whenever any officer or 
soldier shall be discharged from the service, except by way of punish
me~t for ~ny offence, he shall be allowed his pay and rations, or an 
eqmvalent m money, for such term of time as shall be sufficient for him 
to travel from the place of discharge to the place of his residence com-
puting at the rate of twenty miles to a day. ' 

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That to each commissioned 
officer, who shall be deranged by virtue of this act, there shall be allowed 
and paid, in addition to the pay and emoluments to which they will be 
entitled by law at the time of their discharge-to each officer whose 
term of service in any military corps of the United States shall not have 
exceeded three years, three months' pay; to all other officers so de
ranged, one month's pay of their grades, respectively, for each year of 
past service in the army of the United States, or in any regiment or 
corps now or formerly in the service thereof. 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized and empowered, when he shall deem it ex
pedient, to organize and establish a corps of engineers, to consist of one 
engineer, with the pay, rank and emoluments of a major; two assistant 
engineers, with the pay, rank and emoluments of captain~; two other 
assistant engineers, with the pay, rank and emoluments of first lieuten
ants; two other assistant engineers, with the pay, rank and emoluments 
of second lieutenants; and ten cadets, with the pay of sixteen dollars 
per month, and two rations per day: and the President of the United 
States is, in like manner, authorized, when he shall deem it proper, to 
make such promotions in the said corps, with a view to particular merit, 
and without regard to rank, so as not to exceed one colonel, one 
lieutenant-colonel, two majors, four captains, four first lieutenants, four 
second lieutenants, and so as that the number of the whole corps shall, at 
no time, exceed twenty officers and cadets. 

SEc. 27. And be ·it further enacted, That the said corps, when so or
ganized, shall be stationed at West Point in the state of New York, 
and shall constitute a military academy; and the engineers, assistant 
engineers, and cadets of the said corps, shall be subject, at all times, to 
do duty in such places, and on such service, as the President of the 
United States shall direct. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the principal engineer, and 
in his absence the next in rank, shall have the superintendence of the 
said military academy, under the direction of the President of the United 
States; and the Secretary of War is hereby authorized, at the public 
expense, under such regulations as shall be directed by the President 
of the United States, to procure the necessary books, implements and 
apparatus for the use and benefit of the said institution. 

SEC. 29. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act or acts, 
now in force, as comes within the purview of this act, shall be, and the 
same is hereby repealed ; saving, nevertheless, such parts thereof, as 
relate to the enlistments or term of service of any of the troops, which, by 
this act, are continued on the present military establishment of the United 
States. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1802. 

CHAP, XI.-.9n .Oct for the accommodation ef persons concerned in certain Fisli
eries therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IJ'ouse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
p~ssing of this act, it shaH be lawful for the collector of the customs for 
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the district of Edenton to permit any vessel having on board salt only, 
after due report and entry, and security given for the duties, to proceed 
under the inspection of an officer of the cust_oms to a~y fishery, or other 
landing place within the district, (to be designated 111 the permit) and 
there discharcre the same; subject, however, in all other respects, to the 
regulations, r~strictions, penalties and provisions established by an act 
passed the second of March, in the year one thousand s~ven hundred 
and ninety-nine, intituled "An act to regulate the collect10n of duties 
on imports and tonnage." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every inspector or other 
officer of the customs, while performing duty on board any such vessel, 
elsewhere than in the port to which such officer may properly belong, 
shall be entitled to receive from the master, or commander thereof, such 
provisions and other accommodations (free from expense) as are usually 
supplied to passengers, or as the state and condition of the vessel will 
admit. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if by reason of the delivery 
of any cargo of salt, in manner aforesaid, more than fifteen working 
days ( computing from the date of entry) shall, in the whole, be spent 
therein, the wages or compensation of such inspector, or other officer 
of the customs who may be employed on board any vessel, in respect to 
which such t~rm may be so exceeded, shall, for every day of such excess, 
be paid by the master or owner; and until paid, it shall not be lawful for 
the collector to grant a clearance, or to permit such vessel to depart from 
the district. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1802. 

March 16, 1802. CHAP. Xll.-Jln Jlct to amend an act, intituled "Jin act to lay and collect a direct 
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tax within the United States." 

Beit en(lcted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the collectors in each 
district shall prepare and transmit to their respective supervisors, correct 
lists of all lands within their respective collection districts, which by the 
act passed the fourteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, intituled "An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the 
United States," they now are or hereafter shall be authorized to adver
tise for sale, specifying therein the persons in whose names the assess
ments were originally made, and the sums due thereon respectively; of 
which lists it shall be the duty of the supervisor, in all cases, to cause 
correct transcripts to be made out, and to cause to be inserted for five 
weeks successively, in one or more newspapers published within his dis
trict, one of which shall be the gazette in which are published by au
thority, the laws of the state within whose limits the said district may be 
comprised, if there be any such gazette, a notification, that such tran
scripts are lodged at his office, and are open to the free inspection of all 
parties concerned; and also notifying, that the tax due upon the said 
lands may be paid to the collector within whose division the aforesaid 
lands are contained, or to the supervisor of the district, at any time 
within the space of six months from the date of such notification, and 
the time when, and places where sales will be made of all lands upon 
which any part of the direct tax shull remain due after the expiration of 
the time aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case of failure on the part 
of the owner or owners of the aforesaid lands to pay within the aforesaid 
time, the full amount of tax due thereon, the collectors under the direc
tion, and with the approbation of their respective supervisors, shall 
immediately proceed to sell, at public sale, at the times and places men
tioned in the advertisement of the supervisor, so much of the lands afore-
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said as may be sufficient to satisfy the same, together with all the costs 
and charges of preparing lists, advertising and notifying as aforesaid, and 
of sale. 

SEc. 3. And be it furthei· enacted, That the aforesaid tax, including 
all costs and charges as aforesaid, shall be and remain a lien upon all 
lands and other real estate on which the same has been assessed, until 
the tax due upon the .same, including all costs and charges, shall have 
been collected, or until a sale shall have been effected, according to the 
provision of this act, or of the act to which this is a supplement. 

SEc.4. Andbeitfa1·tlicr enacted, That in all cases wherein any tract 
of land may have been assessed in one assessment, which at the time 
when such assessment was made, was actually divided into two, or more 
distinct parcels, each parcel having one or more distinct proprietor or 
proprietors, it shall be the duty of the collector, to receive in manner 
aforesaid, from any proprietor or proprietors thus situated, his or their 
proportion of the tax due upon such tract; and thereupon, the land of 
the proprietor or proprietors upon which the tax shall have been thus 
paid, shall be for ever discharged from any part of the tax due under 
the original assessment. 

SEc. 5. And be it fui-ther enacted, That in any case in which it may 
have happened that lands actually belonging to one person, may have 
been, or hereafter shall be assessed in the name of anoth(,lr, and no sale 
of the same shall yet have been made, the same proceedings shall be had 
for the sale of the aforesaid lands, in order to raise the tax assessed in 
relation to the same, as is provided by the eleventh section of the act 
to which this is a supplement, in the case of lands assessed, the owner 
whereof is unknown ; and such sale shall transfer and pass to the pur
chaser, a good and effectual title. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the right of redemption re
served to the owners of lands and tenements sold under this act, or the 
act to which this is a supplement, shall, in no wise, be affected or impaired: 
Pr011ided always, that the owners of lands which shall thus be sold after 
the passing of this act, in order to avail themselves of that right, shall 
make payment or tender of payment within two years from the time of 
sale, for the use of the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, of the amount of 
the said tax, costs and charges, with interest for the same, at the rate of 
twenty-five per cent. per annum. 

Si:c. 7. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea~ 
sury shall be and hereby is authorized and empowered, under the direc
tion of the President of the United States, to augment the compensation 
fixed by law, for the commissioner or for the principal and assistant 
assessors or either of them, in any division where it shall be found neces
sary for carrying into effect the act intituled "An act to provide for the 
valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves 
within the United States," so however, as that the commissioner shall in 
no case receive more than five dollars per day, nor the principal or 
assistant assessor in any case receive more than three dollars per day, 
which additional compensation shall be subject to the same rules of 
settlement as are established by the act last aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1802. 

CHAP. XIII.-An Act to regulate trade and intercourse with the I11dian tribes, and 
to preserve peace on the frontiers. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representati1,es of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the following boundary 
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(a) Regulations of intercourse and trade with the Indians. The 105th section of the act of March 2, 
1799, chap. 22, provides that no duties shall be levied on peltries and goods of Indians, brought into the 
United States. 
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line, established by treaty between the Unit_ed_ States and vnr!ous Indian 
tribes shall be clearly ascertained, and d1stmctly marked m all such 
place~ as the President of the_ United S~ates sh?ll _deem necessary, and 
in such manner as he shall direct, to wit: Begmmng at the mouth of 
the Cayahoga river on Lake Erie, and running thence up the s_ame to 
the portage between that and the Tusca_roras branch of the M uskmgum; 
thence down that branch, to the crossmg place 'above Fort Laurence; 
thence' westwardly to a fork of that branch of the Great Miami river 
running into the Ohio, at or near which fork stoo~ Laromie's _store, and 
where commences the portage, between th~ M)am1 ?f the 0~10 and St. 
Mary's river, which is a branch of the Miami, which i:uns mto Lake 
Erie• thence a westwardly course to Fort Recovery, wlnch stands on a 
bran~h of the Wabash; thence southwestwarrlly, in a direct line to the 
Ohio so as to intersect that river, opposite the mouth of Kentucky or 
Cutt~wa river· thence down the said river Ohio to the tract of one hun
dred and fifty thousand acres, near the rapids of the Ohio, which has 
been assigned to General Clarke, for th~ u_se of hims~lf and hi~ w~rriors; 
thence around the said tract, on the !me of the said tract, till 1t shall 
again intersect the said river Ohio; thence down the same to a point 
opposite the high lands or ridge between the mouth of th~ C~mberland 
and Tennessee rivers; thence southeastwardly on the said ndge, to a 
point, from whence a southwest line will strike the mouth of Duck 
river; thence, still eastwardly on the said ridge, to a point forty miles 
above Nashville, thence northeast to Cumberland river; thence up the 
said river to where the Kentucky road crosses the same; thence to the 
Cumberland mountain, at the point of Campbell's line; thence in a 
southwestwardly direction along the foot of the Cumberland mountain 
to Emory's river; thence down the same to its junction with the river 
Clinch; thence down the river Clinch to Hawkins's line; thence along 
the same to a white oak, marked one mile tree; thence south fifty-one 
degrees west, three hundred and twenty-eight chains, to a large ash tree 
on the bank of the river Tennessee, one mile below southwest point; 
thence up the northeast margin of the river Tennessee (not including 
islands) to the Wild Cat Rock, below Tellico block-house; thence in a 
direct line to the Militia spring, near the Maryville road leading from 
Tellico; thence from the said spring to the Chilhowee mountain by a 
line so to be run as will leave all the farms on Nine Mile creek to the 
northward and eastward of it, and to be continued along the Chilhowee 
mountain until it strikes Hawkins's line; thence along the said line to 
the great Iron mountain; and from the top of which a line to be con
tinued in a southeastwardly course to where the most southern branch 
of Little river crosses the divisional line to Tugaloo river; thence 'along 
the South Carolina Indian boundary to and over the Ocunna mountain, 
in a southwest course to Tugaloo river; thence in a direct line to the 
top of Currahee mountain, where the Creek line passes it; thence to the 
head or source of the main south branch of the Oconee river, called the 

The acts which are no longer in force, have been: An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, July 22, 1790, chap. 33.-E'!{pired. An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, March 1, 1793.-Repea]ed by act of May 19, 1796, chap. 30. An act to regulate trnde 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, May 19, 1796, chap. 25.
E:xpired. An act for the preservation of peace with the Indian tribes, January 17, 1800, chap. /\.-Ex
pired. An act supplementary to the "act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and 
to preserve peace on the frontiers," April 22, 1800, chap. 30.-Expired. 

_The acts now in operation and force, are: An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, March 30, 1802, chap. 13; an act erecting Louisiana into 
two territories, and providing for the temporary government thereof, March 26, 1804, chap .. 38, sec. 15; 
an act supplementary to the act passed the thirtieth of March, one thousand eirrht hundred and two, to 
regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on °the frontiers, April 29, 
1816, chap. 165; an act to provide for the punishment of certain crimes and offences committed within 
the Indian. boundaries, ~arch 3, 1817, ~hap. 92; an act to amend an act entitled, "An act to regulate 
trade and mtercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," approved thirteenth 
March, o_ne thousa~d eight hundred and two, May 6, 1822, chap. 54; an act to regulate trade and inter
course wnh the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, June 30, 1S34, ch. 161. Also ch. 162. 
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Appalachee; thence down the middle of the said main south branch and 
river Oconee, to its confluence with Oakmulgee, which forms the river 
Altamaha; thence down the middle of the said Altamaha to the old 
line on the said river; and thence along the said old line to the river St. 
Ma~y' s: z:rovided always, _that if the boundary line between the said 
Ind_1an tnbes and the _Umted States shall, at any time hereafter, be 
vaned, by any treaty which shall be made between the said Indian tribes 
and the United States, then all the provisions contained in this act shall 
be construed to apply to the said line so to be varied in the same man
ner ~s said provi~ions apply, by force of this act, to' the boundary line 
herem before recited. • 

SEc. 2. _And _be it .furt(ter enacted, That if any citizen of, or other 
person resident m, the U mted States, or either of the territorial districts 
~f the United ~tates, sh_all cross over, or go within the said boundary 
h~e, to hunt, or m any wise destroy the game; or shall drive, or other
wise convey any stock of horses or cattle to range on any lands allotted 
or secured by treaty with the United States, to any Indian tribes, he 
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, or be imprisoned 
not exceeding six months.(a) 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any such citizen or other 
person, shall go into any country which is allotted, or secured by treaty 
as aforesaid, to any of the Indian tribes south of the river Ohio, without 
a passport first had and obtained from the governor of some one of the 
United States, or the officer of the troops of the United States, com
manding at the nearest post on the frontiers, or such other person as 
the President of the United States may, from time to time, authorize to 
grant the same, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, or be im
prisoned not exceeding three months.(b) 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any such citizen, or other 
person, shall go into any town, settlement or territory, belonging, or 
secured by treaty with the United States, to any nation or tribe of Indi
ans, and shall there commit robbery, larceny, trespass or other crime, 
against the person or property of any friendly Indian or Indians, which 
would be punishable, if committed within the jurisdiction of any state, 
against a citizen of the United States: or, unauthorized by law, and 
with a hostile intention, shall be found on any Indian land, such offender 
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and be imprisoned 
not exceeding twelve months; and shall also, when property is taken or 
destroyed, forfeit and pay to such Indian or Indians, to whom the pro
perty taken and destroyed belongs, a sum equal to twice the just value 
of the property so taken or destroyed : and if such offender shall be 
unable to pay a sum at least equal to the said just value, whatever such 
payment shall fall short of the said just value, shaU be paid out of the 
treasury of the United States: Provided nevertheless, that no such 
Indian shall be entitled to any payment out of the treasury of the 
United States, for any such property taken or destroyed, if he, or any 
of the nation to which he belongs, shall have sought private revenge, or 
attempted to obtain satisfaction by any force or violence. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any-such citizen, or other 
person, shall make a settlement on any lands belonging, or secured, or 
granted by treaty with the United States, to any Indian tribe, or shall 
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(a) The treaties and laws of the United States contemplate the Indian territory as completely separated 
from that of the states; and provide that all intercourse with them shall be carried on exclusively by the 
government of the Union. Worcester v. The State of Georgia., 6 Peters' Rep. 515. 

(b) The act of the 30th March, 1802, having described what should be considered as the Indian coun
try at that time, as well as at any future time, when purchases of territory should be made from the 
Indians, the carrying of spirituous liquors into the territory so purchased a~cr March, 1802, although the 
same should, at the time, be frequented and inhabited by the Indians exclus,~ely, could not be an offence 
within the meaning of the before mentioned act of Congress, so as ~o sub_]ect the goods of the tr~der 
found within those territories, .to seizure and forfeiture. The American Fur Company 1•. The Umted 
States, ~Peters, 358. 
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survey, or attempt to survey, such l~nds, or designate any of t~e boun
daries, by marking trees, or otherwise, such offend_er s~all forfeit a sum 
not exceeding one thousand dol~ars, and suffer 1mpnsonment, not ex
ceeding twelve months. And 1t shall, moreover, be lawful for the 
President of the United States to take such measures, and to employ 
such military force, as he may judge ne~essary, to re!llove_ from lands, 
belonging or secured by treaty, as aforesaid, to any Indian tnbe, any such 
citizen, or other person, who has made, or shall hereafter make, or 
attempt to make a settlement thereon. . .. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That 1f anr such Ctllze_n, or other 
person, shall go into any town, settlement or ternto_ry belongmg to_ ~ny 
nation or tribe of Indians, and shall there commit murder, by k1llmg 
any Indian or Indians, belonging to any nation ?r tribe of India?s, in 
amity with the United States, such offender, on bemg thereof convicted, 
shall suffer death. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That no such citizen, or other 
person, shall be permitted to reside at any of the towns, or hunting 
camps, of any of the Indian tribes as a trader, without a license under 
the hand and seal of the superintendent of the department, or of such 
other person as the President of the United States shall authorize to 
grant licenses for that purpose : which superintendent, or person au
thorized, shall, on application, issue such license, for a term not exceeding 
two years, to such trader, who shall enter into bond with one or more 
sureties, approved of by the superintendent, or person isrning such 
license, or by the President of the United States, in the penal sum of 
one thousand dollars, conditioned for the true and faithful observance of 
such regulations and restrictions, as are, or shall be made for the gov
ernment of trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes: and the 
superintendent, or person issuing such license, shall have full power 
and authority to recall the same, if the person so licensed shall trans
gress any of the regulations, or restrictions, provided for the government 
of trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes; and shall put in suit 
such bonds as he may have taken, on the breach of any condition therein 
contained. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That any such citizen or other 
person, who shall attempt to reside in any town or hunting camp, of any 
of the Indian tribes, as a trader, without such license, shall forfeit all 
the merchandise offered for sale to the Indians, or found in his possession, 
and shall, moreover, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
and to imprisonment not exceeding thirty days. 

SEC. 9. And be itfw·ther enacted, That if any such citizen, or other 
person, shall purchase, or receive of any Indian, in the way of trade or 
barter, a gun, or other article commonly used in hunting, any instru
ment of husbandry, or cooking utensil, of the kind usually obtained by 
the Indians, in their intercourse with white people, or any article of 
clothing, excepting skins or furs, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding 
fifty dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. 

SEC. 10. And be it furtlier enacted, That no such citizen or other 
person shall be permitted to purchase any horse of an Indian, or of any 
white man in the Indian territory, without special license for that pur
pose; which license, the superintendent, or such other perwn as the 
President shall appoint, is hereby authorized to grant, on the same terms, 
conditions and restrictions, as other licenses are to be granted under this 
act : and any such person, who shall purchase a horse or horses, under 
such license, before he exposes such horse or horses for sale, and within 
fifteen days after they have been brought out of the Indian country, shall 
make a particular return to the superintendent, or other person, from 
whom ~e obtained his license, of every horse purchased by him, as 
aforesaid; describing -such horses, by their colour, height, and other 
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natural or artificial rnllrks, under the penalty contained in their respec
tive bonds. And every such person, purchasing a horse or horses, as 
aforesaid, in the Indian country, without a special license, shall for every 
horse thus purchased and brought into any settlement of citizens of the 
United States, forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and be 
imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. And every person, who shall 
purchase a horse, knowing him to be brought out of the Indian territory, 
by any person or persons, not licensed, as above, to purchase the same, 
shall forfeit the value of such horse. 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That no agent, superintendent, 
or other person authorized to grant a license to trade, or purchase 
horses, shall have any interest or concern in any trade with the Indians, 
or in the purchase or sale of any horse to or from any Indian, excepting 
for and on account of the United States; and any person offending 
herein, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be 
imprisoned not exceeding twelve months. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no purchase, grant, lease, 
or other conveyance of lands, or of any title or claim thereto, from any 
Indian, or nation, or tribe of Indians, within the bounds of the United 
States, shall be of any validity, in law or equity, unless the same be made 
by treaty or convention, entered into pursuant to the constitution: and 
it shall be a misdemeanor in any person, not employed under the autho
rity of the United States, to negotiate such treaty, or convention, directly 
or indirectly, to treat with any such Indian nation, or tribe of Indians, 
for the title or purchase of any lands by them held or claimed, punishable 
by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not ex
ceeding twelve months : Provided nevertlieless, that it shall be lawful for 
the agent or agents of any state, who may be present at any treaty held 
with Indians under the authority of the United States, in the presence, 
and with the approbation of the commissioner or commissioners of the 
United States, appointed to hold the same, to propose to, and adjust with 
the Indians, the compensation to be made, for their claims to lands 
within such state, which shall be extinguished by the treaty. 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlter enacted, That in order to promote civiliza
tion among the friendly Indian tribes, and to secure the continuance of 
their friendship, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, 
to cause them to be furnished with useful domestic animals, and imple
ments of husbandry, and with goods or money, as he shall judge proper, 
and to appoint such persons, from time to time, as temporary agents, to 
reside among the Indians, as he shall think fit: Provided, that the whole 
amount of such presents, and allowance to such agents, shall not exceed 
fifteen thousand dollars per annum. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if any Indian or Indians, 
belonging to any tribe in amity with the United States, shall come over 
or cross the said boundary line, into any state or territory inhabited by 
citizens of the United States, and there take, steal or destroy any horse, 
horses, or other property, belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of the 
United States, or of either of the territorial districts of the United States, 
or shall commit any murder, violence or outrage, upon any such citizen 
or inhabitant, it shall be the duty of such citizen or inhabitant, his repre
sentative, attorney, or agent, to make application to the superintendent, 
or such other person as the President of the United States shall authorize 
for that purpose; who, upon being furnished with the necessary docu
ments and proofs, shall, under the direction or instruction of the Presi
dent of the United States, make application to the nation or tribe, to 
which such Indian or Indians shall belong, for satisfaction; and if such 
nation or tribe shall neglect or refuse to make satisfaction, in a reason
able time, not exceeding twelve months, then it shall ~e the duty of such 
superintendent or other person authorized as aforesaid, to make return 
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of his doings to the President of the United States, and forward to him 
all the documents and proofs in the case, that such further steps may be 
taken, as shall be proper to obtain satisfaction for the injury: and in the 
mean time, in respect to the property ~o. taken, stolen or d~stroyed! the 
United States guarantee to the party !n~ured, an even~ual mdemm~ca
tion: Provided always, that if such mJured party, his representative, 
attorney or agent, shall, in _any way, v_iolat~ any of !he pi:ovisions of this 
act, by seeking, or attemptmg to obtam private satisfact10n or revenge, 
by crossing over the line, on any of the _Indian _land~, he shall forfe~t all 
claim upon the United States, for such mdemmficat10n: And provided 
also, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the legal apprehension 
or arresting, within the limits of any state or district, of any Indian hav
ing so offended: And provided furtlier, that it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, to deduct such sum or sums, as shall be 
paid for the property taken, stolen or destroyed by any such Indian, out 
of the annual stipend, which the United States are bound to pay to the 
tribe, to which such Indian shall belong. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtlter enacted, That the superior courts in each 
of the said territorial districts, and the circuit courts, and other courts 
of the United States of similar jurisdiction in criminal causes, in each 
district of the United States, in which any offender against this act shall 
be apprehended, or, agreeably to the provisions of this act, shall be 
brought for trial, shall have, and are hereby invested with full power and 
authority to hear and determine all crimes, offences and misdemeanors, 
against this act; such courts proceeding therein in the same manner, as 
if such crimes, offences and misdemeanors had been committed within the 
bounds of their respective districts; and in all cases where the punishment 
shall not be death, the county courts of quarter sessions in the said territo
rial districts, and the district courts of the United States in their respective 
districts, shall have, and are hereby invested with like power to hear and 
determine the same, any law to the contrary notwithstanding: and in 
all cases, where the punishment shall be death, it shall be lawful for the 
governor of either of the territorial districts where the offender shall be 
apprehended, or into which he shall be brought for trial, to issue a com
mission of oyer and terminer to the superior judges of such district, who 
shall have full power and authority to hear and determine all such capital 
cases, in the same manner as the superior courts of such districts have 
in their ordinary sessions; and when the offender shall be apprehended, 
or brought for trial into any of the United States, except Kentucky or 
Tennessee, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, to 
issue a like commission to any one or more judges of the supreme court 
of the United States, and the judge of the district in which such offender 
i:nay have been apprehended or shall have been brought for trial; which 
Judges, or any two of them, shall have the same jurisdiction in such 
capital cases, as the circuit court of such district, and shall proceed to 
trial and judgment, in the same manner as such circuit court might or 
could do. And the district courts of Kentucky, Tennessee and Maine 
shall have jurisdiction of all crimes, offences and misdemeanors commit
ted against this act, and shall proceed to trial and judgment in the same 
manner, as the circuit courts of the United States. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for ·the 
military force of the United States to apprehend every person who shall, 
or may be found in the Indian country over and beyond the sai<l boun
dary line between the United States and the said Indian tribes in viola
!ion of_any of the provisions or regulations of this act, and hidi or them 
immediately to convey, m the nearest, convenient and safe route to the 
civil authority of the United States in some one of the three n~xt ad
joini~g states or districts, to be pro~eeded against in due course of law: 
Provided, that no person, apprehended by military force as aforesaid, 
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shall be detained longer than five days after the arrest, and before remo
val. An_d all officers and soldiers who may have any such person or 
p~rsons rn custo_dy, sha!I treat tl_1em with all the humanity which the 
c!fcumstances will possibly permit; and every officer and soldier who 
sh~l be guilty ?f maltreating any such person, while in custody, shall 
suffer such punishment as a court martial shall direct: Provided, that 
the officer having custody of such person or persons shall, if required by 
such person or persons, conduct him or them to the nearest judge of 
the supreme or superior court of any state, who, if the offence is bailable 
shall take proper bail if offered, returnable to the district court next t~ 
be holden in said district, which bail the said judge is hereby authorized 
to take, and _which shall be liable to be estreated as any other recogni
zance for bail in any court of the United States; and if said judge shall 
refuse to act, or the person or persons fail to procure satisfactory bail, 
then ~he s_aid perso1_1 or persons are to be proceeded with according to 
the d1rect10ns of this ·act. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any person, who shall 
be charged with a violation of any of the provisions or regulations of 
this act, shall be found within any of the United States, or either of the 
territorial districts of the United States, such offender may be there 
apprehended and brought to trial, in the same manner, as if such crime 
or offence had been committed within such state or district; and it shall 
be the duty of the military force of the United States, when called upon 
by the civil magistrate, or any proper officer, or other person duly autho
rized for that purpose and having a lawful warrant, to aid and assist 
such magistrate, officer, or other person authorized, as aforesaid, in 
arresting such offender, and him committing to safe custody, for trial 
according to law. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That the amount of fines, and 
duration of imprisonment, directed by this act as a punishment for the 
violation of any of the provisions thereof, shall be ascertained and fixed, 
not exceeding the limits prescribed, in the discretion of the court, before 
whom the trial shall be had; and that all fines and forfeitures, which 
shall ac'crue under this act, shall be one half to the use of the informant, 
and the other half to the use of the United States; except where the 
prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf of the United States; in 
which case the whole shall be to their use. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be 
construed to prevent any trade or intercourse with Indians living on 
lands surrounded by settlements of the citizens of the United States, and 
being within the ordinary jurisdiction of any of the individual states; 
or the unmolested use of a road from Washington district to Mero dis
trict, or to prevent the citizens of Tennessee from keeping in repair the 
said road, under the direction or orders of the governor of said state, 
and of the navigation of the Tennessee river, as reserved and secured 
by treaty; nor shall this act be construed to prevent any person or per
sons travelling from Knoxville to Price's settlement, or to the settlement 
on Obed's river, (so called,) provided they shall travel in the trace or 
path which is usually travelled, and provided the Indians m~ke no obje?" 
tion; but if the Indians object, the President of the Umted States 1s 
hereby authorized to issue a proclamation, prohibiting all trave}ling on 
said traces, or either of them, as the case may be, after which, the 
penalties of this act shall b~ incurred by every p~rson travelli1;1g: ?r being 
found on said traces, or either of them, to which the proh1b1t10n may 
apply, within the Indian boundary, without a passpo~t. . 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That the President of the U mted 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be clearly ascertained 
and distinctly marked, in all such places as he shall deem necessary, and 
in such manner as he shall direct, any other boundary lines between the 
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United States and any Indian tribe, which now are, or hereafter may be 
established by treaty. . . 

SEC. 21. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the Pres1?ent of t_he Umted 
States be authorized to take such measures, from time to time, as to 
him may appear expedient to prevent or restrain the v~nding; or d!stri
buting of spirituous liquors among all or any of the sa!d India~ tnbes, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary thereo~ notw1thstand1~g. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be m force 
from the passage thereof; and so far as resp~ct~ the proceedings under 
this act it is to be understood, that the act, mtituled "An act to amend 
an act, 'intituled An act giving effect to the laws of the United States 
within the district of Tennessee," is not to operate.(a) 

APPROVED, March 30, 1802. 
-----------------------------

(a) The decisions of the courts of the United ~tates, on the suhj~ct of the Indians, ~ave been: 
It was doubted whether a state can he soiscd m fee of lands subject to the Indian title, and whether 

a decision that they were seised in fee, might not be construed to amount _to a de<;ision that :heir gran~ee 
might maintain an ejectment for them, notw1thst~nding that title. The maJonty of the .c~nrt 1s oi: opm10n 
that the nature of the Indian title, which is certamly to be rcsp.ec~ed by afl courts until It be leg1t1mately 
extinguished, is not such as to be absolutely repugnant to a se1sm m fee on the part of the state. Fletcher 
v. Peel,, 6 Crunch, 87 ; 2 Cond. Rep. 308. . . 

The acts of assembly of North Carolina, passed between the years 1783 and 1789, avoid all entries, 
surveys, and grants of land set apart for the Che:okee Indians, and no title can be acquired to those 
lands. Danforth's Lessee v. Thomas, 1 Wheat. 15o; 3 Cond. Rep. 524. 

The boundaries of the reservation made by the laws of North Carolina. have been altered by treaties 
with the Indians; but it seems that the mere extinguishment of their title does not subject the land to 
entry, unless expressly authorized by the legislature. Ibid. 

The condition of the Indians, in relation to the United States, is perhaps unlike that of any other two 
people in existence. In general, nations not owing a common allegiance, are foreign to each other. 
The term foreign nation, is with strict propriety applicable by either to the other. But the relation of the 
Indians to the United States, is marked by peculiar and cardinal distinctions, which exist no where else. 
The Cherokee Nation v. The State of Georgia, 5 Peters, I. 

The Iudians are acknowledged to have an unquestionable, and heretofore an unquestioned right to the 
lands they occupy, until that right shall be extinguished by a voluntary cession to the government. It 
may well be doubted, whether those tribes which reside within the acknowledged boundaries of the 
United States, can with strict accuracy be denominated foreign nations. They may more correctly, per
haps, be denominated domest.ic dependent nations.. Th~y occupy a t.erritory lo wh_ich .we assert a title, 
independent of their will, winch must take effect m pomt of possess10n, when thmr right of possess10n 
ceases; meanwhile they are in a state of pupilage. Their relations to the United States resemble that 
of a ward to his guardian. They look to our government for protection; rely upon its kindness and its 
power; appeal to it for relief to their wants; and address the President as their great father. Ibid. 

The treaties and laws of the Unite<l States, contemplate the Indian territory as completely separated 
from that of the states; and provide that all intercourse with them shall be carried on exclusively by the 
government of the Union. ·worcester v. The State of Georgia, 6 Peters, 515. 

The Indian nations had always been considered as distinct, independent political communities, retain
ing their original natural rights, as the undisputed possessors of the soil, from time immemorial; with the 
single exception of that imposed by irresistible power, which excluded them from intercourse with any 
other European potentate, than the first discoverer of the coast of the particular region claimed : and 
this was a restriction which those European potentates imposed on themselves, as well as on the Indians. 
The very term "nation," so generally applied to them, means "a people distinct from others." The 
constitution, by declaring treaties already made, as well as those to he made, to he the supreme law of 
the land, has adopted and sanctioned the previous treaties with the Indian nations, and, consequently, 
admits their rank among those powers who are capable of making treaties. The words " treaty" and 
"nation" are words of our ownJanguage, selected in our diplomatic and legislative proceedings, by 
ourselves; having each a definite and well understood meaning. We have applied them to Indians, 
as we have applied them to other nations of the earth. They are applied to all in the same sense. 
Ibid. 

One uniform rule seems to have prevailed in the British provinces in America, by which Indian lands 
were hdd and sold, ~rom their first settlement, ":" appears by their l_aws; that friendly Indians were pro
t~eted Ill tlie po~ses.s10n of \he lands ~he)'. oec~~ied, and were c'.,ns1dered as owning them by a perpetual 
right of possession m the tribe or nation rnhabitmg them, as then common property, from generation to 
generation, not as the right of the individuals located on particular spots. Subject to this right of pos
session, the ultimate fee was in the crown, and its grantees • which could he granted by the crown or 
colonial legislatures, while the lands remained in possession 'of the Ind inns• though possession could not 
·oe take~ without their consent. Mitchell v. United States, 9 Peters, 711. ' 

Individuals could ~ot purchase Indian la~ds without P.crmission or license from the crown, colonial 
governors, or ac?ordmg to .the ~ules prescribed hy colomal _laws; but such purchases were valid with 
su_ch hcens~, or m conformity with the local laws: and by this. union of the perpetual right of occupancy 
with the ultunate fee, which passed from the crown by the license the title of the purchaser became 
complete. Ibid. • 

Indian possession or occupation was considered with reference to their habits and modes of life• their 
h!Jnting grounds were as much in their actual possession, as the cleared fields of the whites· and their 
rights to its exclusive enjoyment in thei~ own way, and for their own purposes, were as much respected, 
nntII thoy abnncloned them, made a cession to the government, or an authorized sale to individual•. In 
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CHAP, XV.-.11.n .fl.ct making a partial appropriation for the support of govern
ment, during tl,e year one thousand eigl.t hundred and two, 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and ]louse of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated, shall be, and the same hereby is appropriated 
towards defraying the expenditure of the civil list, including the contin
gent expenses of the several departments, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and two. 

APPROVED, April 2, 1802. 
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either case their rights became extinct, the lands could be granted disencumbered of the right of occupancy, 
or enjoyed in full dominion by the purchasers from the Indians. Such was the tenure of Indian lands by 
the laws of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Penn
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, ~outh Carolina and Georgia. Ibid. 

Grants made by the Indians at public councils, since the treaty at Fort Stanwick's, have been made 
directly to the purchasers, or to the state in which the land lies, in trust for them, or with directions to 
convey to them; of which there are many instances of large tracts so sold and held; especially in New 
York. Ibid. 

It was an universal rule, that purchases made at Indian treaties, in the presence, and with the appro
bation of the officer under whose direction they were held by the authority of the crown, gave a valid 
title to the lands; it prevailed under the laws of the states after the revolution, and yet continues in 
those where the right to the ultimate fee is owned by the states, or their grantees. It has been adopted 
by the United States, and purchases made at treaties held by their authority, have been always held good 
by the ratification of the treaty, without any patent to the purchasers from the United States. This rule 
in the colonies was founded on a settled rule of the law of England, that by his prerogative, the king 
was the univernal occupant of all vacant lands in his dominions, and had the right to grant them at his 
pleasure, or by his authorized officers. Ibid. 

When th• United States acquired and took possession of the Floridas, the treaties which had been 
made with the Indian tribes, before the acquisition of the territory hy Spain and Great Britain, remained 
in force over all the ceded territory, as the laws which regulated the relations with all the Indians who 
were parties to them, and were binding on the United States, by the obligation they had assumed by the 
Louisiana treaty, as a supreme law of the land, which was inviolable by the power of Congress. They 
were also binding as the fundamental law of Indian rights; acknowledged by royal orders, and municipal 
regulations of the province, as the laws and ordinances of Spain in the ceded provinces, which were de
clared to continue in force by the proclamation of the governor in taking possession of the provinces; 
and by the acts of Congress, which assured all the inhabitants of protection in their property. It would 
be an unwarranted construction of these treaties, laws, ordinances au<l municipal r0.gulations, to decide 
that the Indians were not to be maintained in the enjoyment of all the rights which they could have 
enjoyed under either, had the provinces remained under the dominion of Spain. It would be rather a 
perversion of their spirit, meaning and terms, contrary to the injunction of the law under which the 
court acts, which makes the stipulations of any treaty, the laws anil ordinances of Spain, and these acts 
of Congress, so far as either apply to this case, the standard rules for its decision. Ibid. 

The treaties with Spain and England, before the acquisition of Florida by the United States, which 
guarantied to the Seminole Indians their lands according to the right of property with which they pos. 
scssed them, were adopted by the United States; who thus became the protectors of all the rights they 
had previously enjoyed, or could of right enjoy under Great Britain or Spain, as individuals or nations, 
by any treaty, to which the United States thus became parties in 1803. Ibid. 

The Indian right to the lands as property, was not merely of possession, that of alienation was con· 
comitant; both were equally secured, protected and guarantied by Great Britain and Spain, subject only 
to ratification and confirmation by the license, charter or deed from the governor representing the king. 
Such purchases enabled the Indians to pay their debts, compensate for their depredations on the traders 
resident among them to provide for their wants; while they were available to the purchasers as payment 
of the considerations which at their expense had been received by the Indians. It would have been a 
violation of the faith of the government to both, to encourage traders to settle in the province, to put 
themselves and property in the power of the Inclians, to suffer the latter to contract debts, and when 
willing to pay them by the only means in their power, a cession of their lands, withhold an assent to the 
purchase which by their laws or municipal regulations, was necessary to vest a title. Such a course 
was nevc'r adopted by Great Britain, in any of her colonies, nor by Spain in Louisiana or :Florida. Ibid. 

The laws made it necessary, when the Indians sold their lands, to have the deeds presented to the 
governor for confirmation. The sales by the Indians transferred the ~ind_ of right which _they possessed; 
the ratification of the sale by the governor, must be regarded as a rclmqu1shment of the title of the crown 
to the purchaser; and no instance is known where permission to sell has been "refused, or the rejection 
of an Indian sale." Ibid. 

The colonial charters, a great portion of the individual grants by the pror,rietary and royal govern
ments and a still greater portion by the states of the Umon after the revolnt10n, were made fur lands 
within' the Indian hunting grounds. North Carolina and ~irgi~ia to a great extent paid their office~s ~nd 
soldiers of the revolutionary war by such grants, and extmgmshed the arrears due the army by sumlar 
means. It was one of the great resources which sustained the war, not only by ~hose states, but by other 
states. The ultimate fee, encumbered with the right of Indian oc_cupancy, was m t~e crown prevwus to 
the revolution and in the states of the Union afterwards, and subject to grant. This right of occupancy 
was protected'by the political power, and respected by the courts, until extinguished, when the patentee 
took the unencumbered fee. So the supreme court and the state courts have uniformly held. Clark v. 
Smith, 13 Peters, 195. 
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CHAP, XVI.-.!ln .!let making appropriation for defraying the expense if a nego
tiation with the British government, to ascertain t!te boundary line between the 
United States and Upper Canada. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assemble1, That a sum n?t ex
ceeding ten thousand dollars be, and the same 1s hereby appropriated, 
oayable out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to defray the expense which shall be incurred in negotiating with the 
government of Great Brit~in, for ascertaining an?. establis~ing the boun
dary line between the Umted States and the Bnt1sh provrnce of Upper 
Canada; when the President of the United States shall deem it expe
dient to commence such negotiation. 

APPROVED, April 3, 1802. 

CHAP, XVII.-.!ln .!let making an appropriation for difrayi'.ng tl,e expenses 1l'hich 
may arise from carrying into effect the convention made between tlte United States 
and tlte Frenclt Republic. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcntatii!es of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the payment of such 
demands as may be justly due for French vessels and property captured, 
and which must be restored or paid for, pursuant to the convention 
between the United States and the French republic, there be appropri
ated a sum not exceeding three hundred and eighteen thousand dollars, 
to be paid, under the direction of the President of the United States, 
out of any public money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 3, 1802. 

CHAP. XIX.-.!ln .!let to repeal the Internal Taxes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the thirtieth day of June next, the internal duties on stills and domestic 
distilled spirits, on refined sugars, licenses to retailers, sales at auction, 
carriages for the conveyance of persons, and stamped vellum, parchment 
and paper, shall be discontinued, and all acts and parts of acts relative 
thereto shall, from and after the said thirtieth day of June next, be re
pealed : Provided, that for the recovery and receipt of such duties as 
shall have accrued, and on the day aforesaid remain outstanding, and 
for the payment of drawbacks or allowances on the exportation of any 
of the said spirits or sugars legally entitled thereto, and for the recovery 
and distribution of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and the remission 
thereof, which shall have been incurred before and on the said day, the 
provisions of the aforesaid acts shall remain in full force and virtue. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the office of superintendent 
of stamps shall cease and be discontinued from and after the thirtieth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two; after which day the 
commissioner of the revenue shall perform all the duties by law enjoined 
on the said superintendent of stamps, which may be required in pursu
ance of this act; that the office of collectors of the internal duties shall 
continue in each collection district, respectively, until the collection of 
the duties above mentioned shall have been completed in such district, 
and no longer, unless sooner discontinued by the President of the United 
States, who shall be and hereby is empowered, whenever the collection 
of the said duties shall have been so far completed in any district as to 
re?der, in his opinion, ·that measure expedient, to discontinue any of the 
said collectors, and to unite into one collection district any two or more 
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collection districts, lying and being in the same state : that the office of 
supervisor shall continue in each state or district, respectively, until the 
collec!ion of the duties above mentioned, together with the collection of 
the direct tax, shall have ?een completed in such state or district, and 
no longer; unless sooner discontinued by the President of the United 
States, who shall be and hereby is empowered, whenever the collection 
of t~e ~aid du_t.ies ~nd ~a~ shall have been so far completed in any state 
or d1stnct, as m his opm10n, to render that measure expedient, to dis
continue any of the said offices; in which case the collectors thereafter 
employed in the collection of the said duties and tax in such state or 
district shall be appointed and removeable by the President alone, and 
shall be immediately accountable to the officers of the treasury depart
ment, under such regulations as may be established by the Secretary of 
the Treasury: that for the promoting of the collection of any of the 
above-mentioned duties or tax which may be outstanding after the said 
thirtieth day of June next, the President of the United States shall be, 
and he hereby is empowered at any time thereafter, to make such allow
ance as he may think proper, in addition to that now allowed by law to 
any of the collectors of the said duties and tax, and the same from time 
to time to v,ary : Provided, that such additional allowance shall, in no in
stance, exceed, in the aggregate, five per cent. of the gross amount of 
the duties and tax, outstanding on that day: and the office of commis
sioner of the revenue shall cease and be discontinued whenever the 
collection of the duties and tax above mentioned shall be completed, 
unless sooner discontinued by the President of the United States, who 
shall be, and hereby is empowered, whenever the collection of the said 
duties and tax shall have been so far completed as, in his opinion, to 
render that measure expedient, to discontinue the said office, in which 
case the immediate superintendence of the collection of such parts of 
the said duties and taxes as may then remain outstanding, shall be placed 
in such officer of the treasury department as the secretary, for the time 
being, may designate: Provided, however, that all bonds, notes or other 
instruments which have been charged with the payment of a duty, and 
which shall, at any time prior to the said thirtieth day of June, have 
been written or printed upon vdlum, parchment or paper, not stamped 
or marked according to law, or npon vellum, parchment or paper stamped 
or marked at a lower rate of duty than is, by law, required for such 
bond, note or other instrument, may be presented to any collector of the 
customs within the state; and where there is no such collector, to the 
marshal of the district, whose duty it shall be, upon the payment of the 
duty with which such instrument was chargeable, together with the 
additional sum of ten dollars, for which duty and additional sum, the 
said collector or marshal shall be accountable to the treasury of the 
United States, to endorse upon some part of such instrument his receipt 
for the same; and thereupon, the said bond, note or other instrument 
shall be, to all intents and purposes, as valid and available to the person 
holding the same as if it had been or were stamped, counterstamped, or 
marked as by law required; any thing in any act to the contrary, not
withstanding. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That owners of stills, whose 
licenses to distil shall not have expired on the thirtieth day of June next, 
shall, at their option, pay either the whole duty which would have ac
crued on their stills on account of such licenses, or the duty which would 
have accrued on said stills, on the day aforesaid, if they had taken licenses 
ending on that day; that owners of snuff-mills, whose licenses had not 
expired on the first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
six, shall be allowed a deduction from the duties incurred on the same, 
proportionate to the time thus remaining unexpired on such licenses: 
that the several banks, which may have agreed to pay the annual 
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composition of one per cent. on their dividends, in lieu of the 
stamp duty on the notes issued bf !hem, shall pay ~nly at the rate of 
one per cent. per amiu~, on such d!~1dends, to the thirt!eth day of June 
next: that retailers of wmes and spmts, who may take licenses after the 
passing of this act, shall pay for such license~ ?nly in propo~tion to the 
time which may intervene between the obtammg of such licenses and 
the thirtieth day of June next: and that the owners of carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, who may enter the same after the passing of this 
act, and before the thirtieth day of June next, shall pay the duty for the 
same only to the said thirtieth day of June. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the supervisor of the North
west district shall, in addition to the same commissions on the product 
of all the internal duties collected in his district, as heretofore have been 
allowed to the supervisor of Ohio, be allowed an annual salary of five 
hundred dolla.rs, and at the rate of three hundred dollars per annum for 
clerk hire. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the following extra allowances 
for clerk hire, shall be made for one year, to the supervisors of the fol
lowing districts, as a full compensation for the additional duties arising 
from the settlement of accounts of certain inspectors of the internal 
revenues, whose offices have been suppressed by the President of the 
United States, that is to say, to each of the supervisors of Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, North Carolina and South Carolina, the sum 
of eight hundred dollars, and to the supervisor of Virginia, the sum of 
five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act, as directs 
an annual entry of stills to be made, be, and the same hereby is repealed, 

SEC. 7. And be it furtlzci· enacted, That the certificates accompanying 
foreign distilled spirits, wines and teas, which are now furnished by the 
supervisors to the inspectors of the ports shall, from and after the afore
said thirtieth day of June, be furnished by such collectors of the customs, 
as may he designated by the Secretary of the Treasury. And it shall be 
the duty of the inspectors to account with such collectors, for the appli
cation of such certificates, in like manner, and under the same regula
tions, as heretofore they have accounted with the supervisors. 

SEC. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That for' preparing and issuing the 
certificates, the collectors performing that duty shall be entitled to, and 
receive the same compensation as heretofore has been allowed to the 
supervisors, respectively. 

SEc. 0. And be it furtlter enacted, That all persons who shall, on or 
after the thirtieth day of June next, have any blank vellum, parchment 
or paper, which has been stamped by the superintendent of stamps and 
counterstamped by the commissioner of the revenue, and on which a 
duty has been paid to the use of government, shall he entitled to re
ceive from such collector or collectors of the customs, or other revenue 
officer in the respective states or districts as may be designated for that 
purpose by the Secretary of the Treasury, the value of the said stamps, 
after deducting, in all cases, seven and an half per cent., and the said 
officers are hereby authorized to pay the same: Provided, the said blank 
vellum, parchment or paper, be presented within four months after the 
thirtieth day of June next. 

APPROVED, April 6, 1802. 

CHAP. XX.-Jln .!let authorizing the erection of certain lighthouses; and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Congress assrinblNl, That under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, there ~hall be purchased, for the use of 
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the United States, the land whereon lately stood the lighthouse on Gurnet 
Point, and so much land adjoining thereto, as may be sufficient for vaults 
and any other purpose necessary for the better support of the said light
house. 

SEC. 2. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized, at bis discretion, to procure 
a new lantern or lanterns, with suitable distinctions and to cause con
venient vaults to be erected; and the said lighthou;e, on the Gurnet, at 
the entrance on Plymouth harbor, to be rebuilt. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be rebuilt, of such 
height as he may deem expedient, the lighthouse now situated on the 
eastern end of New Castle Island, at the entrance of Piscataqua river, 
either on the land owned by the United States, or on Pollock Rock: 
Provided, that if built on Pollock Rock, the legislature of New Hamp
shire shall vest the property of the said rock in the United States, and 
cede the jurisdiction of the same. 

SEc. 4. And be it f urt!ter enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to cause a sufficient 
lighthouse to be erected on Lynde's Point, at the mouth of Connecticut 
river, in the state of Connecticut, and to appoint a keeper, and other
wise provide for snch lighthouse, at the expense of the United States: 
Pro11ided, that sufficient laud for the accommodation of such lighthouse 
can be purchased at a reasonable price, and the legislature of the state 
of Connecticut shall cede the jurisdiction over the same to the United 
States. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enarted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to cause proper lighthouses to be built, and buoys to be 
placed, in the situations necessary for the navigation of the Sound be
tween Long Island and the main; and be, to that effect, authorized to 
cause, by proper and intelligent persons, a survey to be taken of the 
said Sound, as far as may be requisite; and to appoint keepers and other
wise provide for such lighthouses, at the expense of the United States: 
Provided, that sufficient land for the accommodation of the respective 
lighthouses can be purchased at a reasonable price; and that the legis
latures of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York, shall, respectively, 
cede the jurisdiction over the same to the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtltcr enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to cause a sufficient 
lighthouse to be erected on the south point of Cumberland Island, at 
the entrance of St. Mary's river within the state of Georgia; and that, 
under the direction of the said secretary, there shall be purchased, if 
the same cannot otherwise be obtained, sufficient land for the erection 
of the said lighthouse, and accommodations for the better support there
of: Provided, that the legislature of Georgia shall cede the jurisdiction 
over the same tu the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it.further enacted, That there shall be, and hereby 
are appropriated, for the reimbursement of the merchants of Plymouth 
and Duxbury, for monies expended by them in erecting a temporary 
light on the Gurnet, a sum not exceeding two hundred and seventy dol
lars; for the rebuilding the lighthouse on the said Gurnet, a sum not 
exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars; for the rebuilding of ~he 
lighthouse on the eastern end of New Castle Island a sum not exceedmg 
four thousand dollars; and for the erection of the said lighthouse on 
said Lynde's Point, a sum not exceeding two thousand five hundre~ dol
lars· for the erection of the lighthouse on Cumberland south pomt, a 
sum' not exceeding four thousand dollars; and for taking the survey, 
and for erecting lighthouses and placing buoys in the Sound, a sum not 
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exceeding eight thousand dollars, _to be paid_ out of any monies which 
may be in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of the President of the 
United States to cause to be expended, in repairing and erecting public 
piers, in the ri'ver Delaware, a sum not exc~edi~g thirty thousand dollars; 
and that the same be paid out of any monies m the treasury, not other
wise appropriated: Provided, that the jurisdiction of the sit~ where any 
such piers may be erected, shall be first ceded to the Umted States, 
according to the conditions in such case by law provided. 

APPROVED, April 6, 1802. 

CHAP. XXI.-.Bn .Bet for the relief qf the Marshals of certain districts therein 
mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he hereby is authorized and directed to apportion to the 
several marshals of the districts of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, 
respectively, who have been employed or concerned in taking the late 
census, the compensation allowed by the "Act providing for the second 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States," accord
ing to the service each may have performed. 

APPROVED, April 6, 1802. 

CHAP. XXII.-.an .act to authorize an advance if money to Samuel Dexter. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse ef Representatives ef tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to advance out 
of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
five hundred dollars to Samuel Dexter, for the purpose of assisting him 
in defraying the expenses of the suit of Joseph Hodgson against him in 
the circuit court of the district of Columbia, he, the said Dexter, to be 
accountable for the same. 

APPROVED, April 14, 1802. 

CHAP. XXIII.-.Bn .Bet d£claring tlte assent qf Congress to an act qf the General 
Jlsse:mbly ef Virginia therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and !louse of Representatives of tlte United 
~!ates ef America in Congress assembled, That the assent of Congress 
is_ ~ere~y _given and declared to an act of the general assembly of Vir
g1ma, mhtuled "An act to amend and reduce into one, the several acts 
of assembly for improving_ the navigation of Appomatox river, from 
Broadway to Pocahontas bridge." 

APPROVED, April 14, 1802. 

CHAP, XXV .-.On .Bet to revive, and contintte in force, an act, intifoled "..in act to 
augment the salarie11 qf the officers therein mentioned,'' passed the second day ef 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninet,y-nine. 

Be it enacted.by ~lie Senate and House of Representatives ef tlte United 
States of America zn_ Congress assembled, That an act, intituled "An act 
to augment the salaries of the officers therein mentioned " be and the 
same is hereby revived, and continued in force, for and d~ring' the term 
of two years, from the commencement of the present year. 

APPROVED, April 14, 1802. 
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CHAP, XXVI.-.J.ln .Ji.cl to amend an act, intituled ".!l.n act to retain a further sum 
on dr_aw?aclts, for the expenses incident to the allowance and payment tkerenj, 
and in lieu ef stamp duties on debentures." 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the second section of 
the act, intituled "An act to retain a further sum on drawbacks for the 
expenses incident to the allowance and payment thereof, and in' lieu of 
s~amp duti~s on debentures," shall not be deemed to operate upon unre
gistered ships or vessels owned by the citizens of the United States, at 
the time. of passing the said act, in those cases where such ship or vessel, 
at that time, possessed a sea letter, or other regular document issued 
from a custom-house of the United States, proving such ship or vessel 
to be American property. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever satisfactory proof 
shall be made to the Secretary of the Treasury, that any unregistered 
ship or vessel was, in fact, the property, in whole, of a citizen or citizens 
of the United States, on the thirteenth day of May, in the year one thou
sand eight hundred, that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to cause to be issued to such ship or 
vessel, a certificate, which shall entitle such unregistered ship or vessel 
to the same privileges which are herein before granted to unregistered 
ships or vessels owned by citizens of the United States, and carrying a 
sea letter, or other regular document issued from a custom-house of the 
United States, before the passing of the said act, intituled "An act to 
retain a further sum on drawbacks, for the expenses incident to the 
allowance and payment thereof, and in lieu of stamp duties on deben
tures." 

APPROVED, April 14, 1802. 

CHAP, XXVIII.-An .11.ct to establish an uniform rule of Naturalization, and to 
repeal the acts keretrifore passed on that subject.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any alien, being a free 
white person, may be admitted to become a citizen of the United States, 
or any of them, on the following conditions, and not otherwise:-

Pirst, That he shall have declared, on oath or affirmation, before the 
supreme, snperior, district or circuit court of some one of the states, or 
of the territorial districts of the United States, or a circuit or district 
court of the United States, three years at least, before his admission, 
that it was, bona fide, his intention to become a citizen of the United 
States, and to renounce for ever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, and particularly, by 
name, the prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whereof such alien may, 
at the time, be a citizen or subject. 

Secondly, That he shall, at the time of his application to be admitted, 
declare on oath or affirmation, before some one of the courts aforesaid, 
that he will support the constitution of the United States, and that he 
doth absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, 
and particularly, by name, the prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject; which proceedings shall be 
recorded by the clerk of the court. 

Thirdly, That the court admitting such alien shall be satisfied that 
he has resided within the U nitcd States five years at least, and within 
the state or territory where such court is at the time held, one year at 

Vm .. TT.-20 
(n) See notes to act of March 26, 1790, chap. 13, vol. i. page 103. 
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least; and it shall further appear to their satisfaction, that during that 
time, he has behaved as a man of a good moral character, attached to 
the principles of the constitution of the United States, and welJ disposed 
to the good order and happiness of the same : Provid_ed, t}!at the oath 
of the applicant shall, in no case, be allowed to prove his residence. 

Fourt!ily, That in case the alien, applying to be admitted to citizen
ship, shall have borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders 
of nobility in the kingdom or state from which he came, he shall, in ad
dition to the above requisites, make an express renunciation of his title 
or order of nobility in the court to which his application sha]] be made, 
which renunciation shall be recorded in the said court: Provided, that 
no alien who shall be a native citizen, denizen or subject of any coun
try, state or sovereign, with whom the United States shall be at war, at 
the time of his application, shall be then admitted to be a citizen of the 
United States: Provided also, that any alien who ·was residing within 
the limits, and under the jurisdiction of the United States, before the 
twenty-ninth day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
five, may be admitted to become a citizen, on due proof made to some 
one of the courts aforesaid, that he has resided two years, at least, within 
and under the jurisdiction of the United States, and one year, at least, 
immediately preceding his application, within the state or territory where 
such court is at the time held; and on his declaring on oath or affirma
tion, that he will support the constitution of the U Hited States, and that 
lrn doth absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty whatever, 
and particularly, by name, the prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject: and moreover, on its ap
pearing to the satisfaction of the court, that during the said term of two 
years, he has behaved as a man of good moral character, attached to the 
constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good order 
and happiness of the same; and where the alien, applying for admission 
to citizenship, shall have borne any hereditary title, or been of any of 
the orders of nobility in the kingdom or state from which he came, on 
his moreover making in the court an express renunciation of his title 
or order of nobility, before he shall be entitled to such admission: all of 
which proceedings, required in this proviso to be pilrformed in the court, 
shall be recorded by the clerk thereof: and provided also, that any 
alien who was residing within the limits, and under the jurisdiction of 
the United States at any time between the said twenty-ninth day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and the eighteenth 
day of June, one thousand seren hundred and ninety-eight, may, within 
two years after the passing of this act, be admitted to become a citizen, 
without a compliance with the first condition above specified. 

SEC. 2. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That in addition 
to the directions aforesaid, all free white persons, being aliens, who may 
arrive in the United States after the passing of this act, shall, in order 
to become citizens of the United States, make registry, and obtain cer
tificates, in the following manner, to wit: every person desirous of being 
naturalized shall, if of the age of twenty-one years, make report of him
self; or if under the age of twenty-one years, or held in service, shall 
be reported by his parent, guardian, master or mistress, to the clerk of 
the district court of the district where such alien or aliens sball arrive, 
or to some other court of record of the United States, or of either of 
the territorial districts of the same, or of a particular state ; and such 
report shall ascertain the name, birthplace, age, nation and allegiance 
of each alien, together with the country whence he or she migrated, 
and the place of his or her intended settlement: and it shall be the duty 
of such clerk, on receiving such report, to record the same in his office, 
and to grant to the person making such report, and to each individual 



SEVENTH CO;:>;GRE8S. Sf::;s. I. Cu. 30. 1802. 

concerned therein, whenever he shall be required, a certificate under his 
hand and seal of office of such report and registry; and for receiving 
and registering each report of an individual or family, he shall receive 
fifty cents; and for each certificate granted pursuant to this act, to an 
individual or family, fifty cents; and such certificate shall be exhibited 
to the court by every alien who may arrive in the United States, after 
the passing of this act, on his application to be naturalized, as evidence 
of the time of his arrival within the United States. 

SEc. 3. And wliereas, doubts have arisen whether certain courts of 
record in some of the states, are included within the description of dis
trict or circuit courts: Be it further enactcd,.that every court of record 
in any individual state, having common law jurisdiction, and a seal and 
clerk or prothonotary, shall be considered as a district court within the 
meaning of this act; and every alien who may have been naturalized in 
any such court, shall enjoy, from and after the passing of the act, the 
same rights and privileges, as if he had been naturalized in a district or 
circuit court of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the children of persons duly 
naturalized under any of the laws of the United States, or who, previous 
to the passing of any Jaw on that subject, by the government of the 
United States, may have become citizens of any one of the said states, 
under the laws thereof, being under the age of twenty-one years, at the 
time of their parents being so naturalized or admitted to the rights of 
citizenship, shall, if dwelling in the United States, be considered as 
citizens of the United States, and the children of persons who now are, 
or have been citizens of the United States, shall, though born out of the 
limits and jurisdiction of the United States, be considered as citizens 
of the United States : Provided, that the right of citizenship shall not 
dcscendtopersons whose fathers have never resided within the United 
States : Provided also, that no person heretofore proscribed by any state, 
or who has been legally convicted of having joined the army of Great 
Britain, during the late war, shall be admitted a citizen, as aforesaid, 
without the consent of the legislature of the state in which such person 
was proscribed. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all acts heretofore passed 
respecting naturalization, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, April 14, 1802. 

CHAP, XXX.-.Bn .!J.ct in addition to an act, intituled "..in act, in addition to an 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the 
society of the United Brethren, for propagating the gospel among the Heathen." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passing of this act, and until the first day of January next, it shall 
be lawful for the holders or proprietors of warrants heretofore granted 
in consideration of military services, or register's certificates of fifty 
acres, or more, granted, or hereafter to be granted agreeable to the third 
section of an act intituled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services; and 
for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among 
the Heathen," approved the first day of March one thousand eight hun
dred, to register and locate the same, in the same manner, and under the 
same restrictions, as might have been done before the first day of J anu
ary last: Provided, that persons holding register's certificates for a Jess 
quantity than one hundred acres, may locate the same on such parts of 
fractional townships, as shall, for that purpose, be divided by the Secre
tary of the Treasury into lots of fifty acres each. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War to receive cla_ims to lands. for military services, and 
claims for duplicates of warrants issue? from his office, or from the land
office of Viro-inia, or of plats and certificates of surveys founded on such 
warrants su~gested to have been lost or destroyed, until the first day of 
January 'next, and no longer; and immediately the'.eafter, to report the 
same to Congress, designating the numbers of claims of each descrip
tion, with his opinion thereon. 

APPROVED, April 26, 1802. 

CHAP, XXXI.-Jln JJ.ct to amend the Judicial System rf the United States.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t!te 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passing of this act, the Supreme Court of the United States shall be 
holden by the justices thereof, or any four of them, at the city of Wash
ington, and shall have one session in each and every year, to commence 
on the first Monday of February annually, and that if four of the said 
justices shall not attend within ten days after the time hereby appointed 
for the commencement of the said session, the business of the said court 
shall be continued over till the next stated session thereof.(b) Provided 
always, that any one or more of the said justices attending as aforesaid 
shall have power to make all necessary orders touching any suit, action, 
writ of error, process, pleadings or proceedings, returned to the said 
court or depending therein, preparatory to the hearing, trial or decision 
of such action, suit, appeal, writ of error, process, pleadings or proceed
ings. And so much of the act, intituled "An act to establish the judicial 
courts of the United States," passed the twenty-fourth day of September, 
seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, as provides for the holding a session 
of the supreme court of the United States on the first Monday of August, 
annually, is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it fui·tlier enacted, 'That it shall be the duty of the 
associate justice resident in the fourth circuit formed by this act, to 
attend at the city of Washington on the first Monday of August next, 
and on the first Monday of August each and every year thereafter, who 
shall have power to make all necessary orders touching any suit, action, 
appeal, writ of error, process, pleadings or proceedings, returned to the 
said court or depending therein, preparatory to the hearing, trial or 
decision of such action, suit, appeal, writ of error, process, pleadings or 
proceedings:( c) and that all writs and process may be returnable to the 
said court on the said first Monday in August, in the same manner as to 
the session of the said court, herein before directed to be holden on the 
first Monday in February, and may also bear teste on the said first Mon
day in August, as though a session of the said court was holden on that 
day, and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the supreme court to attend 
the said justice on the said first Monday of August, in each and every 
year, who shall make due entry of all such matters and things as shall 

• or may be ordered as aforesaid by the said justice, and at each and every 
such August session, all actions, pleas, and other proceedings relative to 
any cause, civil or criminal, shall be continued over to the ensuing 
February session. . 

(a) See notes to the net to establish the judicial courts of the United States, 8eptember 24, 1789, chap. 
20, page 73. An act in addition to an act to amend the judicial system of the United States, March 3, 
1803, chap. 40, 

(1,) Act of March 3, 1837, chap. 32; an act supplementary to an act to amend the judicial system of 
the United States. 

By the act of May 4, 1826, chap. 37, the sessions of the supreme court were directed to commence on 
the first Monday in January annually: and by the act of Juno 17, 1844, the sessions are to commence on 
the first Monday of December annuallv. 

(c) lly the 7~ section of the act of February 28, 1839, chap. 38, the provision which required the 
• attendance of a Justice of the supreme court at Washington on the first Monday in August, was repealed 
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SEc. 3. And be it fartlwr enacted, That all actions suits process 
pleadings and other proceedino-s, of what nature or kind soev:r civil o; 
criminal, ~hich were continu:d from the supreme court of th~ United 
States, which was begun and holden on the first Monday of December 
last, to the next court to have been holden on the first Monday of June, 
under ~he act which passed on_ th_e thirteenth day of February, one thou
sand e1~ht hundr:d a_nd one, mtituled, "An act to provide for the more 
convemcnt orga111zat10n of the courts of the United States" and all 
writs, process and proceedings, as aforesaid, which are or may be made 
returnable to the same June session, shall be continued returned to and 
have day, in the session to be holden by this act, on th; first Mond~y of 
August next; and such proceedings shall be had thereon as is herein 
before provided. ' 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the districts of the United 
States ( excepting the districts of Maine, Kentucky, and Tennessee) shall 
be formed into six circuits, in manner followino-: 

The districts of New Hampshire, Massachu;etts and Rhode Island, 
shall constitute the first circuit ; 

The districts of Connecticut, New York and Vermont, shall constitute 
the second circuit ; 

The districts of New Jersey and Pennsylvania shall constitute the 
third circuit; 

The districts of Maryland and Delaware shall constitute the fourth 
circuit; 

The districts of Virginia and North Carolina shall constitute the fifth 
circuit; and 

The districts of South Carolina and Georgia shall constitute the sixth 
circuit.( a) 

And there shall be holden annually in each district of the said circuits, 
two courts, which shall be called circuit courts. In the first circuit, the 
said circuit court shall consist of the justice of the supreme court re
siding within the said circuit, and the district judge of the district where 
such court shall be holden: and the sessions of the said court, in the 
district of New Hampshire, shall commence on the nineteenth day of 
May, and the second day of November, annually; in the district of 
Massachusetts, on the first day of June, and the twentieth day of Octo
ber, annually; in the district of Rhode Island, on the fifteenth day of 
June, and the fifteenth day of November, annually. 

In the second circuit, the said circuit court shall consist of the senior 
associate justice of the supreme court residing within the fifth circuit, 
and the district judge of the district, where such court shall be holden: 
and the sessions of the said court in the district of Connecticut, shall 
commence on the thirteenth day of April, and the seventeenth day of 
September, annually; in tae district of New York, on the first day of 
April, and the first day of September, annually; in the district of Ver
mont, on the first day of May, and the third day of October, annually. 

157 

Certain pro
ceedings made 
returnable to 
August session, 

Act of Feb
ruary 13, 1801, 
ch. 4. 

Districts form
ed into circuit's. 

Circuits form
ed. 
First circuit. 

Second circuit. 

Third circuit. 

Fourth circuit. 

Fifth circuit. 

Sixth circuit. 

Two circuit 
courts to be held 
in each district, 

Altered bv act 
of June 17,i844. 

Pirst circuit, 
of whom the 
court is to con
sist, and the 
time of its ses
sion. 

1812, ch. 45. 

Second circ11it 
court, its sHs·
sions where to 
be held. 

Act of March 
3, 1803, ch. 40. 
Act of March 9, 
1808, ch. 29, 
sec. I. 

(a) The acts of Congress which regulate the original jurisdiction of the circuit courts, are : An act to 
establish the judicial courts of the United States, September 24, 1789, chap. 20; an act in addition to 
an act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United States to any foreign place or country, 
May 10, 1800, sec. 4; an act to vest more effectually in the state courts, and in the district courts of the 
United States, jurisdiction in the cases therein mentioned, March 3, 1815. Turnerv, The Bank of North 
America, 4 Dall. 8 ; 1 Cond. Rep. 205. 

The inferior courts of the United States, are all of limited jurisdiction, but they are not on that ac
count inferior courts, in the technical sense of those words, whose judgments taken alone, are to be 
disregarded. If the jurisdiction be not alleged in the proceedings, they are erroneous, but they are not 
nullities. M'Cormick et al. v. Sullivant et al., 10 Wheat, 192; 6 Cond. Rep. 71, 

The justices of the supreme court have by practice and acquiescence under it, for a period of several 
years, commencing with the organization of the judicial systen~, sat as drcuit judges: this practical,<>x
position is t_oo strong to. be_ sh_ak~n or cont!olled. ~tuart v. Latrd, 1 C!anch, 299; 1 ~ond, Rep. 316, 

The circuit court h~s JUrisdict10n_ on a bill m equity, filed by, the Umted States, agamst the debtor_ of 
their debtor, they clanmng a pnonty nnder the fifty-fifth sect10n of the act of March 2, 1799, notwith
standing the local law of the state allows a creditor to proceed against the debtor of his debtor by. a 
pecnliar process, The United States v. Howland et al., 4 Wheat. 108; 4 Cond. Rep, 404, 
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In the third circuit, the said circuit court shall consist of the justice 
of the supreme court residing within the said circuit, and the dis!rict 
judge of the district where such court shall be holden : and the sessions 
of the said court in the district of New Jersey, shall commence on the 
first day of April'. and the first day of Octobe_r, annually; in the district 
of Pennsylvania, on the eleventh day of April, and the eleventh day of 
October, annually. 

In the fourth circuit, the said circuit court shall consist of the justice 
of the supreme court residing within the said circuit, and the district 
judge of the district where such court shall be holden : and the sessions 
of the said court in the district of Delaware, shall commence on the third 
day of June, and the twenty-seventh day of October, annually; in the 
district of Maryland, on the first day of May, and the seventh day of 
November, annually; to be holden hereafter at the city of Baltimore ouly. 

In the fifth circuit, the circuit court shall consist of the present chief 
justice of the supreme court, and the district judge of the district where 
such court shall be holden: and the sessions of the said court, in the dis
trict of Virginia, shall commence on the twenty-second day of May, and 
the twenty-second day of November, annually; in the district of North 
Carolina, on the fifteenth day of June, and the twenty-ninth day of 
December, annually. 

In the sixth circuit, the said circuit court shall consist of the junior 
associate justice of the supreme court, in the fifth circuit, and the dis
trict judge of the district where such court shall be holden: and the 
sessions of the said court, in the district of South Carolina, shall com
mence at Charleston on the twentieth day of May, and at Columbia on 
the thirtieth day of November, annually; in the district of Georgia, on 
the sixth day of May at Savannah, and on the fourteenth day of Decem
ber hereafter at Louisville, annually: Pro·vidcd, that when only one of 
the judges hereby directed to hold the circuit courts, shall attend, such 
circuit court may be held by the judge so attending; and that when 
any of the said days shall happen on a Sunday, then the said court 
hereby directed to be holden on such day, shall be holden on the next 
day thereafter; and the circuit courts constituted by this act, shall he 
held at the same place or places in each district of every circuit, as by 
law they were respectively required to be held previous to the thirteenth 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and one, excepting as is 
herein before directed. And none of the said courts shall be holden 
until after the first day of July next, and the clerk of each district court 
shall be also clerk of the circuit court in such district, except as is herein 
after excepted. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That on every appointment which 
shall be hereafter made of a chief justice or associate justice, the said 
chief justice and associate justices shall alkit themselves among the 
aforesaid circuits as they shall think fit, and shall enter such allotment 
on record. And in case no such allotment shall be made by them at 
their session next succeeding such appointment, and also, after the ap
pointment of any judge, as aforesaid, and before any allotment shall have 
been made, it shall and may be lawful for the President of the United 
States to make such allotment as he shall deem proper, which allotment 
made in either case, shall be binding until another allotment shall be 
made; and the circuit courts constituted by this act, shall have all 
the power, authority and jurisdiction within the several districts of their 
respective circuits that before the thirteenth day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and one, belonged to the circuit courts of the United 
Stat.es, and in all cases which, by appeal or writ of error, are or shall be 
removed from a district to a circuit court, judgment shall be rendered in 
confor!"llity_ to the opinion of the judge of the supreme court presiding in 
such cucuit court. 
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SEc. 6. And ~e i~ further enacted, That whenever any question shall 
occur before a circuit court, upon which the opinions of the judcres shall 
be opposed, the point upon which the disacrreernent shall happ:n shall 
d • h "' ' ' urrng t e same term, upon the reqnest of either party, or their counsel, 
be stated under the direction of the judges, and certified under the seal 
of the court, to the supreme court, at their next session to be held there
after; and shall, by the said court, be finally decided.(a) And the decision 
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(a) The decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, upon the provisions of this section, are: 
The law whic_h empowers the supreme court to take cognizance of questions adjourned from a circuit 

coart, gives .1unsd1ct10n over the single point on-which the judges were divided; not over the whole 
cause. Wayman et al. v. Southard et al., 10 ,vheat. 1 ; 6 Cond. Rep. 1. . 

Where the court is equally divided the decree of the court below is of course affirmed so far as the 
point of division goes. The Antelop~, 10 Wheat. 66; 6 Cond. Rep. 30. ' 
. Th: _supreme court ~as n? jurisdiction in a case in which the judges of the circuit court have divided 
m op111:10n upon a mot10n for a rule to show cause why the taxation of the costs of the marshal on an 
execut10n should not be reversed and corrected. Bank of the United States v. Green and others, 6 
Peters, 26. 

Where the court is equally divided in opinion upon a writ of error the judgment of the inferior court 
is affirmed, Etting v. The Hank of the United States, 11 Wheat. 59; 6 Cond, Rep. 216. 

Where a case is certified to the supreme court upon a division of opinion of the judges of the circuit 
court, and the points upon which they were so divided, are too imperfectly stated to enable the supreme 
court to pronounce any opinion upon them, it will neither award a venire facias de novo, nor certify any 
opinion to the court below, but will merely certify that they are too imperfectly stated. Perkins v. Hart's 
Ex'rs, &c., 11 Wheat. 237; 6 Cond. Rep. 287. 

It appeared on a certificate from the circuit court of the United States of Pennsylvania, that the judges 
of the court were divided on a motion in arrest of judgment, Held, that judgment must be given 'on the 
verdict. United States v. Worrall, 2 Dall. 338. 

Where a case is certified from a circuit court of the United States, the judges of the circuit court 
having differed in opinion upon questions of law which arose on the trial of tlie cause; the supreme court 
cannot be called upon to express an opinion on the whole facts of the case-, instead of upon particular 
points of Jaw, growing out of the same. Adams, Cunningham & Co. v. Jones, 12 Peters, 207. 

The iptention of Congress, in passing the act authorizing a division of opinion of the judges of the 
circuit courts of the United States to be certified to the supreme court was, that a division of the judges 
of the circuit court, upon a single and material point, in the progress of the cause, should be certified to 
the supreme court for its opinion; and not the whole cause. When a certificate of division brings up 
the whole cause, it would be, if the court should decide it, in effect, the exercise of original, rather than 
appellate jurisdiction. White v. Turk et al., 12 Peters, 238. 

This case came up to the supreme court, from the, circuit court, upon a division of opinion between 
the judges of the court. It was decided by the supreme court, that the question certified would, alone, 
be considered ; each party being left to bring up the whole case from the circuit court, by a writ of error. 
Ogle v. Lee, 2 Cranch, 33. 

The question certified from the circuit court of North Carolina, was, "whether the act of assembly, 
(of North Carolina,) entitled, an act concerning proving wills, and to prevent frauds in the management 
of intestates' estates, passed in 1715, recited in the plcct of the defendants, was, under all tho circum
stances stated, and the various acts passed by the legislature of North Carolina, a bar to this action." 
The certificate stated, that the 91.h section of the act had been pleaded by the defendant, in bar to the 
action. The certificate of the division was granted on the motion of the plaintiff, by his counsel; and 
at his request, a statement of the facts," made under the direction of the judges," was certified. The 
certificate, thus made out, set forth all the laws of North Carolina, which operated on the question certi
ljed; and stated the questions which arose in the cause, on which the opinions of the judges were di· 
vided. The court decider\ in favour of the plaintiff. Ogden, Adm'r of Cornell v. Blac,dedge, Ex•r of 
Sater, 2 Cranch, 272; 1 Cond. Rep. 411. 

The certificate of division of opinion by the judges of the circuit court of Virginia, stated, "In this 
cause it occurred as a question, whether Hepburn and Dundas, the plaintiffs in this cause, who are c1t1-
zens and residents in the District of Columbia; and are so stated in the pleadings; can maintain an 
action in the supreme court against the defendant, who is a citizen and inh1bitant of the district and the 
commonwealth of Virginia, and is also stated so to be in the pleadings: or whether, for want of jurisdic
tion, the said· suit ought to be disrµisscd." It was certified that the circuit court had no jurisdiction in 
the case. Hepburn and Dundas v. Ellzey, 2 Cranch, 445; 1 Cond. Rep. 444. 

This case was certified from the circuit court of Pennsylvania, the judges being divided in opinion upon 
the question," whether, in the state of the pleadings, the judgment ought to be rendered for the plain
tiffs." The supreme comt said-Judgment, therefore, on the pleadmgs, must be rendered for the plam
tiffs. Mr. Chief Justice 1\/farshall, who delivered the opinion of the court, said: "By the twenty-sixth 
section of the judicial act, it is directe~ that, in cases of this descriptio_n, the court sh_all render judgme~t 
for so much as is due accordin_g to equity. And when the_ sum for which JUd_gment 1s to_be rend_er_ed 1s 
uncertain the same shall, if either of the parties request 1t, be assessed by a Jt1ry. In this case, 1t 1s the 
opinion of a majority of the court, that the judgment ought· to be rendered for so much as remains due 
of the sum of one hundred and seventy thousand guilders, calculating interest thereon from the 1st of 
March, 1803; and if either of the parties request it, that a jury be empannelled to ascertain the value of 
this sum in-money of the United States." United States v. Gurrrey and others, 4 Cranch, 333; 2 Cond. 
Rep. 132. 

This case was certified on division of opinion of the judges of the circuit court, on a motion in arrest 
of judgment, the question _bein_g, whether the ass_ignee of a part of a patent right, cannot maintain an 
action on the case, for a v10Jat10n of the patent nght. 6 Cranch, 324. 

In this C:l~f.', th"! rin~stion CP-rtifi(?rl, on which the j11ilgPs of the circuit we.re divided in op\nion, wa~ 



Decision of the 
supreme to be 
remitted to the 
circuit court and 
to be of effect. 

SEVENTH CONGRESS. SESS. 1. CH. 31. 1802. 

of the supreme court, and their order in the premises, shall be remitted 
to the circuit court, and be there entered of record, and shall have effect 
according to the nature of the said judgment and order: Provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall prevent the cause from proceeding, if, in 

whether a writ of habere facias possessionem should be issue_d i the defendant, in th". cir~uit cou;t of 
Maryland, having obtained, in a state court, an order for the m,1unction of the proceedrngs m the circuit 
court. The supreme court directed that the writ be issued. M'Kim v. Voorhies, 7 Cranch, 279; 2 
Cond. Rep. 492. 

The defendant was indicted in the circuit court of Vermont, under embargo laws, for loading carriages 
with pearl ashes, with intent to export them. The jury (ound him gui_lty ; and that the ashes were w_orth 
two hundred and eighty dollars. The defendant moved Ill arrest of Judgment, for defect rn the finding; 
and on the question presented by the motion, the judges were divided in opinion ; which division was 
certified to the supreme conrt. United States v. John Tyler, 7 Crn.nch, 2S5; 2 Cond. Rep. 492. 

The question certified to the supreme court, from the circuit court of West Tennessee, was on the 
construction of the act of the legislature of Tennessee, relative to possession of lands. Patton's Lessee 
t>. Easton, I Wheat. 476; 3 Cond. Rep. 631. 

The supreme court of the United States has no jurisdiction of causes brought before it, on a certificate 
of division of opinion of the judges of !he circmt court, for the District of Columbia. The appellate 
jurisdiction extends, only, to the final judgment and decrees of that court. Ross v. Triplett, 3 Wheat. 
600; 4 Cond. Rep. 351. 

The question referred to the supreme court, by a certificate of division between the judges of the cir
cuit court, on facts stated by the court, was, whether the circuit court of Kentucky could take jurisdic
tion ofa case, when one of the grants for the land in controversy was issued out by the state of Virginia, 
the other by the state of Kentucky, both grants being founded upon warrants and locations made under 
the laws of Virginia. Colson v. Lewis, 2 Wheat. 377; 4 Cond. Rep. 16S. 

The facts of the case being found by a special verdict, and the judges being divided in opinion on 
questions arising on the verdict, the questions were certified to the supreme court. Somerville's Ex'rs 
v. Hamilton, 4 Wheat. 230; 4 Cond. Rep. 436. 

The difference of opinion of the judges of the circuit court of Delaware, was, whether certain depo
sitions taken under a commission issued from the circuit court of Delaware, could be read in evidence. 
This difference was certified to the supreme court, and the question decided. Sergeant's Lessee v. Bid. 
dle et al., 4 Wheat. 508; 4 Cond. Rep. 522; 

On an indictment for manslaughter, the defendant was found guilty, subject to the opinion of the court, 
whether the circuit court of Pennsylvania had jurisdiction in a case where the offence was committed on 
board an American ship, lying in the river Tigris, off Wampoa, in the empire of China. On the question 
of jurisdiction, the judges were divided in opinion, and the division was certified to the supreme court; 
and was decidedin favour of the defendant. United States v. Wiltberger, 5 Wheat. 76; 4 Cond. Rep. 593. 

The jury found a special verdict, in the circuit court of Virginia, on a trial of an indictment for 
piracy; and on a motion to arrest the judgment, the question whether the acts charged against the de. 
fondant, and found by the jury, was a piracy by the law of nations, so as to be punishable under the act 
of Congress of 3d March, 1819, was presented; and the judges of the circuit court were divided in 
opinion; and thereupon, the question was certified to the ,supreme court. United States v. Smith, f> 
Wheat. 153 ; 4 Cond. Rep. 619. 

The prisoners were found guilty in the circuit conrt of Massachusetts, for murder on the high seas, out 
of the Jurisdiction of a particular state. The counsel of the prisoners moved the court for a new trial 
for the misdirection of the court on points of law which arose during the trial. The judges of the court 
heing opposed in opinion upon questions presented with the motion; the indictment, and a statement of 
the evidence, were certified to the supreme court. United States v. Holmes et al., 5 Wheat. 412; 4 Cond. 
Rep. 708. 

The defendant was indicted in the circuit court of South Carolina, charging him with wickedly and 
maliciously concealing a murder committed on the high seas, of which he had knowledge. ThA judge 
charged the jury, that the concealment, under the circumstances, was sufficient to convict the defendant, 
and the .i_ury f?•~nd him guilty .. On a '_Ilotion to ar'.est the judgment, and for a new trial, the judges were 
opposed Ill opm10n on the motion, which was certified to the supreme court. The supreme court said, a 
motion for a new trial is not a part of the proceedings of the case. The question must be one which 
arises in a c~use depending before the court, relative to a proceeding belonging to the cause. A motion 
for a new tnalhas never before been brought to this court on a division of opinion in the circuit court. 
United States v. Daniel, 6 Wheat. 542; 5 Cond. Rep. 170. 

On a trial ?fa writ of right in the circuit court of Kentucky, the judges of the court differed in opin. 
ion on questions as to the constitutionality of certain laws of Kentucky, giving to occupying claimants 
of fond, the value of their improvements. The questions were certified to the supreme court. Green v. 
Biddle, 8 Wheat. I ; 5 Cond. Rep. 369. 

The qnestion certified from the circuit court of Maryland, in this case, was on a motion to instruct the 
jury, _that, on the whole evidence, the plaintiffs cannot sustain their demand. All the evidence given on 
the tnal of the cause was before the supreme court. The supreme court certified their opinion to the 
circuit court. Willinks v. Hollingsworth, 6 Wheat. 240; 5 Cond. Rep. 79. 

'£his was a case certified from the circuit court of New Jersey. The question on which the cou1t was 
divided was, whether on the special pleadings and demurrer, an alteration in the bond of a collector of 
taxes, made without the knowledge of his surety, by which the collector was appointed for nine instead 
of eight townships, discharged the surety from liability for taxes collected after the alteration was made. 
Miller v. Stewart, 9 Wheat. 680; 5 Cond. Rep. 727. 

This cause _was certified from the circuit court of the district of Kentucky, upon a division of opinion 
l'.etween the Judges of that court, on several quest;_ons which occurred, on a motion made by the plain
tiff, to quash the marshal's return oi:i an execution issued on a judgment obtained in that court on a replevin 
bond; and ~ls_o to ~uash t_he replevm bo_nd taken on. the execution, for the canses assigned in the motion. 
The court d1v1ded m opm10n on the pomts stated m the motion, and the same were certified to the su
preme court. ·wayman et al. v. Southard, 10 Whrnt. I; 6 Cond. Rep. I. 
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t~e opinion of t~e court, fart~er proceedings can be had without preju
dice to the merits : and provided also, that imprisonment shall not be 
allowe_d, nor punishi_n'.'nt in_ any ~~se be inflicted, where the judges of 
the said court are d1v1ded m opuuon upon the question touchino- the 
said imprisonment or punishment. 
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The defendants, Kelly and others, wer". indicted in the circuit court of Pennsylvania, for feloniously 
endea vourmg to make a revolt on the high seas, on board of a merchant vessel of the United States. 
They were found guilty;_ and their counsel mo~ed to arrest the judgment, on the ground," that the act 
of Con\;ress_does no~ define the offence ofmakrng a revolt, and that it was not competent to the court to 
give a Jud1crnl _defimt10n ?f a c~ime heretofore unknown." The opinions of the judges of the circuit 
court were divided on this motion, and the same was certified to the supreme court. United States v. 
Kelly et al., 11 Wheat. 417; 6 Cond. Rep. 370, 

An action ?f general indehitatus a_ssumpsit, was brought in the circuit court of Ohio, for work, labour 
and services m explo_rmg and surveymg lands, showing and selling them, investigating titles, and paying 
taxes, &c. The plarntiff also filed an additional bill of particulars, stating other services. . The jury 
found a verdict for the plaintiff, "if, _on points reserved, the court should be of opinion that the law ls for 
the plaintiff; if not, for the defendant." The opinions of the judges being opposed, the cause was 
removed to the supreme court, upon a certificate of disagreement upon points stated and the special 
verdict. The points were, that the whole evidence and certain'letters, show a subsisting and open a<Yree
ment at the time of action brought; that the whole evidence constitutes a special agreement, &c.; that 
the plaintiff cannot recover on two items of the account, &c. The supreme court held the points imper
fectly stated, and refused to give a certificate of their opinion. Perkins v. Hart's Ex'r, 11 Wheat. 237; 
6 Com!. Rep. 287. 

In this case, the judges of the circuit court of \Vest Tennessee, after a judgment rendered in the 
court, divided in opinion as to the amount of the surety bond to be given by the party who applied 
for a writ of error: whereupon the division was certified to the supreme court. The court were of 
opinion, that it had no jurisdiction of the question on which the opinions of tho judges of the circuit 
court were opposed; the division of opinion having arisen after a decision of the cause, in the coµrt 
below. It was certified, accordingly, to the circuit court. Devereaux v. Marr, 12 Wheat. 212; 6 Cpnd. 
Rep. 522. , 

In this case, an action of debt was brought in the circuit court of Rhode Island, on two bonds given, 
conditioned that N. H. should remain a true prisoner within the limits of the prison, The defendant 
pleaded a discharge from imprisonment by an act of the legislature of Rhode Island. The judges of the 
circuit court were opposed in opinion, as to the validity of the discharge; and the same was certified to 
the supieme court. Mason v. Haile, 12 Wheat. 370; 6 Cond. Rep. 535. 

An action was instituted in the circuit court of the United States for the southern district of New York, 
against the drawer, upon nine several bills of exchange, and a verdict was taken for the plaintiffs, subject 
to the opinion of the court, on a case agreed. The judges of the circuit court being divided in opinjon 
upon certain points, the same was certified to the supreme court. The case stated formed a part of the 
record sent up to the supreme court. The supreme court directed the opinion of the court to be certified 
on each of the points, on which the judges of the circuit court had bee.n divided in opinion; and which 
were argued before it. Schimmelpennich et al. v. Bayard et al., 1 Peters; 264. 

This case came before the court on a certificate of a division of opinion between the judges of the 
circuit court of the southern district of New York; the court having divided in opinion on a motion for 
execution, after a verdict against the sureties of a postmaster, for the plaintiff. The circuit cou_rt directed 
the questions which arose on the motion, and on which they had differed, to be certified to the supreme 
court. Dox et al. v. The Postmaster General, 1 Peters, 318. 

An action was instituted in the circuit court of Kentucky on a promissory note, by the Bank of the 
United States: and the defendants filed a plea, setting forth circumstances which brought up the question 
of usury, in the discounting of the note. The plaintiffs demurred; and the judges of the circuit court 
differed in opinion on the questions raised by the pleadings: 1. Whether the facts set forth in the plea, 
made out a case of usury. 2. Whether, if there was usury in the case, the note is invalid, so that ~o 
recovery can be had thereon. 3. Whether, if not wholly void, a part of the note can be recovereil. 
Bank of the United States v. Owens and others, 2 Peters, 527. 

Action on a bill of exchange. A judgment was confessed on _a case stated, suhje<;t to the opinion of 
the court, whether the court had jurisdiction of the suit, The Judges differed in _opmion, and the ques
tion on which they divided was certified to the supreme court. Buckner. v. Finley and Van Lear, 2 
Peters, 586. • 

A writ of right was brought in the circuit court of the southern district of New York, and the ju_dges 
of the court were opposed in opinion on questions pre~ented in the tri,al of thE: cause, on the pleadmgs, 
and on the merits. The record contained all the pleadmgs, and the evidence given on the trial; and the 
questions on which the judges were opposed were certified to the supreme court. IngHs v. The Trus-
tees of the Sailor's Snug Harbor, 3 Peters, 99. . . . . . . 

The questions on which the judges of the circmt court of North Carohna were_ opposed !n op1mo~, 
arose in an action instituted against the defendant, to recover damages for neglectmg to mstl!ut_c a_ suit 
against the indorser of a promissory note, until after the reme?y was bar1;ed by the statu~e '?f lnmt.at10ns. 
The question certified to the supreme court, aros_e ,:m ~he findrng of the JUry for t~e I;>lamtiff, _subJec~ to 
the opinion of the court, whether the statute of hmitat10ns was not a bar to the plamtiff's act10n agamst 
the defendant. Wilcox et al. v. The E)\'rs of Plummer, 4 Peters, 172, ' 

On inspecting the record, it was percei_vt;d that the judges of the circuitco_u.rtofRhode Island,instead 
of dividin<Y on one or more points had divided on the whole case, and had directed the whole case to be 
certified t~ the supreme court. C~nsidering this as irregular, the supreme court di~ected the cause to be 
remanded to the circuit court, that further proceedings may be had therein accordmg to law. Saunders 
v. Gould, 4 Peters, 392. 

A bill was filed on ·the equity side of the 
opinion on questions arising in the c~se, as 
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circuit court of Virginia, and the judges were opposed in 
to the appropriation and distribut10n of the assets of the 
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SEc. 7. And be it further ena~te~, That the distr~ct of North Caro
lina shall be divided into three d1stncts, one to consist of all that part 
thereof which, by the Jaws of_the stat~ of ~or~h Carolina, now forms t~e 
districts of Edenton and Halifax, which d1stnct shall be called the dis-

estate of a testator. These questions were certified to the supreme court. Backhouse v. Patton,. 5 
Peters, 160. . . . .. 

In an action on a bond to the United States, the Judges of the c1rcmt court of Maryland were d1v1ded 
in opinion as to the. right of the plaintiffs to reco~er against the defendants as sureties for a debt due to 
the United States, by the Bank of Somerset._ Umted States v. Rob_ertson, 5 Peters, ?41: 

An action of debt was brought on a promissory n?te m the circmt C?urt for_ the district of West Ten
nessee and the judges of the court were opposed m opmwn on quest10ns which arose on the plamtiff•s 
dcmur:ers to the· defendant's pleas; and also whether. the ~verment ~f_the citizenship ~f so_me of the 
parties to the suit was sufficient. A certificat~ of this d1v1s10n of opm10n ~as, by the direction of the 
circuit court, made to the supreme court, accordmg to law. Kirkmai:i v. H_a1:11Jton, 6 Peters 1 20. 

The judges of ~he circuit. court of North Caro Im~ were opposed m opm1on, on a quest10n, whether 
the priority to which the United States are entitled m case of a general assigmnent made by a debtor, 
comprehends a bond f?r duties executed anterior to th~ assignment, but not payable until after the ~ame. 
The question was certified to the supreme court. Umted States v, The State Bank of North Carolma, 6 
Peters, 29. 

In this case the defendant was indicted and convicted of robbing the United States' mail, and bein" 
pardoned by the President of the United States, a quest_ion aros_e in the _circuit court of the United States~ 
whether the defendant should plead the pardon. On this quest10n the Judges of the_ court were opposed 
in opinion, and the question was certified to the supreme court, for its decision. Umted States v. \Vilson, 
7 Peters, 150. 

This case was submitted to the circuit court, on a statement of facts agreed upon by the counsel of the 
plaintiff, and the district attorney of the Uni!ed Sta_tes. The whole of the ag:eed facts were sent up "'.ith 
the record. Upon the trial and statement o! facts m the cause, certain questions had occurred, on which 
the opinions of the judges were opposed; and the points of_ disagree1:1ent were certified t? the supr~mc 
court for their decisrnn. The court decided on all the questJons certified, with one exception., Hams v. 
Elliott, 10 Peters, 25. 

An action of assumpsit was commenced hy the plaintiff against the collector of the port of New York, 
to recover·a sum paid to him for duties on certain goods; the goods not being liable, under the law, to 
the duties charged by the collector. On the trial of the cause, the judges of the circuit court of the 
southern district of New York were opposed in opinion, as to the construction of the act of Con
gress, by which the duties were claimed; .and being so opposed in opinion, the question as. to the 
construction of the law was.certified to the supreme court for decision. Elliott v. Swartwout, JO Peters, 
137. 

An action of detinue was instituted in the circuit court of West Tennessee, to recover a slave. Dur
ing the progress of ·the suit, tho defendant died; and his personal representative moved to dismiss 
the suit, on tho ground that it did not survive. On this motion, the judges of the court were divided 
ill opinion; and the same was certified, for its decision, to the supreme court. Davis v. Braden, 10 
l'eters, 286. 

A question, whether a plaintiff in cjcctmcnt shall be permitted to enlarge the term in the demise, is 
one within the discretion of the court, to which tho motion for tho purpose is submitted ; and it cannot be 
certified to the supreme court, if the judges of the circuit court are divided in opinion. Lanning's Les
see v. Vaughan et al., 10 Peters, 31J6. 

Questions respecting the practice of tho circuit court in equity cases, which depend on tlie sound dis. 
crdion of the court, in the application of the rules which regulate the course of equity proceedings, to 
tho circumst:inccs of such particular case; are not questions which can be certified, on a division of 
opinion of the circuit court. Packer v. Nixon, 10 Peters, 408. 

The questions certified to the supreme court were, whether, on certain facts which were in evidence 
in the cause, the deed was admissible in evidence, under the acts of the legislatures of North Carolina 
and Tennessee; and whether certain evidence, which was given on the trial, did or did not conduce to 
prove that the defendants purchased under a particular person. On these questions, the judges of the 
circuit court of Tennessee were opposed in opinion; and the same were certified, and answered by the 
supreme court. Denn, Lessee of Scott v. Reid et al., '10 Peters, 524. 

Au action of debt was instituted on an act of the legislature of New York, to recover certain penalties, 
for bringing into the state of N cw York certain paupers, in violation of the provisions of the act. The 
declaration set out the law of Now York, and the breach of its provisions, by the defendant. The de
fondant deinmrcd to th~ declaration, and the plaintiff joined in the demurrer. The judges of the circuit 
c•iurt of the southern district of New _York '."ere opposed in opinion on the question; whether the act 
of the leg1slaturc of New York, menl!oncd m the declaration, assumes to regulate commerce between 
the port of New York and foreign ports. This was certified to the supreme court. City of New York v. 
Milne, 11 Peters, 102. 

The <lcli:mlant was indicted for forging a hill of the Bank of the United States; and the judrres of the 
circuit court ?f the United States for the Pennsylvania district, being opposed in opinion, whether the 
same"""" a bill of the Bank of the United States, according to the eighteenth section of the act, granting 
a charter to tho bank; the same, with the indictment, was certified to the supreme court for its decision. 
United States v. Brewster, 7 Peters, 164. 

The opinions of the judges of t~e citcuit court of Pennsylvania were opposed in opinion, on a question 
nnmng on a demurrer, hy the Umted States, to a plea of autre fois acquit, to an indictment for passing a 
co1:ntcrfe1t bank note of the Bank of the United States; and the same was certified to the supreme court. 
Umted State.s v. Raudenbush, 8 Peters, 288. 

•rhe j~dges of the <:ircuit court of Massachusetts were opposed in opinion on five points which arose 
on the trial, before a Jury, of the cause; and they wore, with all the evidence certified to the supreme 
r.ourt for its decision. Can-ington et al. v. The Merchants• Ins. Co., 8 Peters, 495, 
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trict of Albemarle, and a district court in and • for the same shall be 
holden at Edenton by the district judge of North Carolina, on the third 
Tuesday in April, on the third Tuesday in August, and on the third 
Tuesday in December, in each and every year; one other to be called 
the district of Pamptico, and to consist of all that part of North Carolina 
which by the laws of the said state now forms the districts of Newbern 
and Hillsborough, together with all that part of the district of Wilming
ton which lies to the northward and eastward of New river; for which 
district of Pamplico, a district court shall be holden at Newbern by the 
district judge last aforesaid on the second Tuesday in April, on the 
second Tuesday in August, and on the second Tuesday in December in 
each and every year ; and one other to consist of the remaining part of 
the said district of North Carolina, and to be called the district of Cape 
Fear, in and for which a district court shall be holden at Wilmington 
by the district judge last aforesaid, on the first Tuesday in April, on the 
first Tuesday in August, and on the first Tuesday in' December, in each 
and every year; which said district courts hereby directed to be holden 
shall respectively have and exercise within their several districts, the 
same powers, authority and jurisdiction, which are vested by law in the 
district courts of the United States. 

SEc, 8. And be it further enacted, That the circuit court and district 
courts for the district of North Carolina shall appoint clerks for the said 
courts respectively, which clerks shall reside and keep the records of the 
said courts at the places of holding the courts whereto they shall re
spectively belong, and shall perform the same duties and be entitled to 
and receive the same emoluments and fees, respectively, which are by 
law established for the clerks of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States respectively. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That all actions, causes, pleas, 
process and other proceedings relative to any cause, civil or criminal, 
which shall be returnable to, or depending in the several circuit or dis
trict courts of the United States on the first day of July next, shall be 
and are hereby declared to be respectively transferred, returned and 
continued to the several circuit and district courts constituted by this act, 
at the times herein before and herein after appointed for the holding of 
each of the said courts, and shall be heard, tried and determined therein 
in the same manner and with the same effect, as if no change had been 
made in the said courts. And it shall be the duty of the clerk of each 
and every court hereby constituted, to receive and to take into his safe 
keeping the writs, process, pleas, proceedings and papers of all those 
causes and actions which by this act shall be transferred, returned or 
continued to such court, and also all the records and office papers of 
every kind respectively belonging to the courts abolished by the repeal 
of the act, intituled "An act to provide for the more convenient organi
zation of the courts of the United States," and from which the said 
causes shall have been transferred as aforesaid. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, pleadings 
and other proceedings, of what nature or kind soever, depending in the 
circuit court in the district of Ohio, and which shall have been, or may 
hereafter be commenced within the territory of the United States north
west of the river Ohio, in the said court, shall, from and after the first 
day of July next, be continued over, returned, and made cognizable, in 
the superior court of the said territory next thereafter to be holden, and 
all actions, suits, process, pleadings, and other proceeding_s as aforesaid 
depending in the circuit court of the said district, and which shall have 
been or may hereafter be commenced within the Indiana territory in 
said comt, shall, from and after the first day of July next, be continued 
over, returned and made cognizable in the superior court of the said 
Indiana territory, next thereafter to be holden. 
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SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which pro
ceedings shall, on the said first day of July next, be pending under a 
commission of bankruptcy issued in pursuance of the aforesaid act, in
tituled "An act to provide for the more convenient organization of the 
courts of the United States," the cognizance of the same shall be, and 
hereby is transferred to, and vested in, the_ district jud~e of the district 
within which such commission shall have issued, who 1s hereby empow
ered to proceed therein in the same manner_ and to the_ same effect, as 
if such commission of bankruptcy had been issued by rJJs order. 

SEC. 12. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the first 
day of July next, the district judges of Kentucky and Tennessee shall be 
and hereby are severally entitled to a salary of fifteen hundred dollars, 
annually, to be paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the marsbals and attornies 
of the United States, for the districts which were net divided, or within 
the limits of which, new districts were not erected, by the act intituled 
"An act to provide for the'more convenient organization of the courts 
of the United States," passed the thirteenth day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and one, shall continue to be marshals and attornies 
for such districts respectively, unless removed by the President of the 
United States, and in all other districts which were divided or within 
the limits of which new districts were erected by the last recited act, 
the President of the United States be and hereby is empowered from 
and after the first day of July next to discontinue all such supernumerary 
marshals and district attornies of the United States in such districts 
respectively as he shaff deem expedient, so that there shall be but ons 
marshal and district attorney to each district; and every marshal and 
district attorney who shall be continued in office, or appointed by the 
President of the United States in such districts, shall have and exercise 
the same powers, perform the same duties, give the same bond with 
sureties, take the same oath, be subject to the same penalties and regu
lations as are, or may be prescribed by law, in respect to the marshals 
and district attornies of the United States. And every marshal and 
district attorney who shall be so discontinued as aforesaid shall be holden 
to deliver over all papers, matters and things in relation to their respec
tive offices, to such marshals and district attornies respectively who shall 
be so continued or appointed as aforesaid in such district, in the same 
manner as is required by law in cases of resignation or removal from 
office. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed by 
the President of the United States, from time to time, as many general 
commissioners of bankruptcy, in each district of the United States, as 
he rµay deem necessary: and upon petition to the judge of a district 
court for a commission of bankruptcy he shall proceed as is provided in 
and by an act, intituled "An act to establish an uniform system of bank
ruptcy throughout the United States," and appoint, not exceeding three 
of the said· general commissioners as commissioners of the particular 
bankrupt petitioned against; .and the said commissioners, together with 
the clerk, shall each be allowed as a full compensation for their services, 
when sitting and acting under their commissions, at the rate of six dol
lars per day for every day which they may be employed in the same 
business, to be apportioned among the several causes on w.hich they 
may act on the same day, and to be paid out of the respective bankrupt's 
estates : Provided, that the commissioners, who may have been, or may 
be appointed in any district before notice shall be given of the appoint
ment of commissioners for such district by the President in pursuance 
of this act, and who shall not then have completed their business, shall 
be authorized to proceed and finish the same, upon the terms of their 
original appointment. 
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SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That the stated session of the 
district court, for the district of Virginia, heretofore directed to be 
holden in the city of Williamsburg shall be holden in the town of Norfolk 
from and after the first day of July next, and the stated sessions of the 
district court for the district of Maryland, shall hereafter be holden in 
the city of Baltimore only, and in the district of Georo-ia, the stated 
sessions of the district court shall be held in the city of Savannah only. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, 'l'hat for the better establish
ment of the courts of the United States within the state of Tennessee, 
the said state shall be divided in two districts, one to consist of that part 
of said state, which lies on the east side of Cumberland mountain, and 
to be called the district of East Tennessee, the other to consist of the 
remaining part of said state, and to be called the district of ,vest 
Tennessee. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the district judge of the 
United States, who shall hereafter perform the duties of district judge, 
within the state of Tennessee, shall annually hold four sessions, two at 
Knoxville, on the fourth Monday of April, and the fourth Monday of 
October, in and for the district of East Tennessee, and two at Nashville, 
on the fourth Monday of May, and the fourth Monday of November, in 
and for the district of ,vest Tennessee. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a clerk for 
each of the said districts of East and ,vest Tennessee, to be appointed 
by the judge thereof, who shall reside and keep the records of the said 
courts, at the places of holding the courts, whereto they respectively 
shall belong, and shall perform the same duties, and be entitled to, and 
receive the same emoluments and fees, which are established by law for 
the clerks of the district courts of the United States, respectively. 

SEc. 19. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be appointed, 
in and for each of the districts of East and West Tennessee, a marshal, 
whose duty it shall be to attend the district courts hereby established, 
and who shall have and exercise within such district, the same powers, 
perform the same duties, be subject to the same penalties, give the same 
bond with sureties, take the same oath, be entitled to the same allow
ance, as a full compensation for all extra services, as hath heretofore 
been allowed to the marshal of the district of Tennessee, byalaw,passed 
the twenty-eighth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and shall receive the same compensation and emoluments, 
and in all respects be subject to the same regulations as are now pre
scribed by law, in respect to the marshals of the United States, hereto
fore appointed: Provided, that the marshals of the districts of East 
and West Tennessee, now in office, shall, during the periods for which 
they have been appointed, unless sooner removed by the President of 
the United States, be and continue marshals for the several districts 
hereby established, within which they respectively reside. 

SEc. 20. And be itfurtl1er enacted, That there shall be appointed for 
each of the districts of East and vV est Tennessee, a person learned in the 
law, to act as attorney for the United States within such district; which 
attorney shall take an oath or affirmation for the faithful performance 
of the duties of his office, and shall prosecute in such district, all delin
quencies, for crimes and off~n?es, ~ognizable _un~er th~ authorit)'. of 
the United States, and a]! civil act10ns or smts, m which the Umted 
States shall be concerned; and shall be entitled to the same allowance, 
as a full compensation for all extra services, as hath heretofore been 
allowed to attornies of the district of Tennessee, by a law passed the 
twenty-eighth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine and shall receive such compensation, emoluments and fees, as·by 
law ·;re or shall be allowed to the district attornies of the United States, 
respectively: Provided, that the district attornies of East and West 
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Tennessee, nmv in office, shall severally and respectively be attornies 
for those districts within which they reside, until removed by the Presi
dent of the United States. 

SEc. 21. ·And be it furthei· enacted, That all actions, suits, process, 
pleadings and proceedings, of what nature or kind soever, which shall 
be depending or existing in the sixth circuit of the United States within 
the circuit courts of the districts of East and West Tennessee, shall be 
and hereby are continued over to the district courts established by this 
act in manner following, that is to say : All such as shall on the first 
day of July next, be depending and undetermined, or shall then have 
been commenced, and made returnable before the circuit court of East 
Tennessee, to the next district court hereby directed to be holden, within 
and for the district of East Tenuessee; all such as shall be depending 
and undetermined, or shall have been commenced ancl made returnable 
before the circuit court of West Tennessee, to the next district court, 
hereby directed to be holden, within and for the district of West Ten
nessee, and all the said suits shall then be equally regular and effectual, 
and shall be proceeded in, in the same manner as they could have been 
if the law, authorizing the establishment of the sixth circuit of the 
United States, had-not been repealed. 

SEc. 22. And be it furtlter enacted, That the next session of the dis
trict court for the district of Maine, shall be holden on the last Tuesday 
in l\fay next; and that the session of the said court heretofore holden 
on the third Tuesday of June annually, shall therea!ler be holden,annu
ally, on the last Tuesday in .May. 

SEc. 23. And be it furtltcr enacted, That all writs and process which 
shall have been issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits 
and other proceedings which have been continued to the said district 
court on the third Tuesday in June next, shall be returned and held 
continued to the said last Tuesday of May next. 

SEC. 24. And be it .further enacted, That the chief judge of the dis
trict of Cotumbia shall hold a district court of the United States, in 
and for the said district, on the first Tuesday of April, and on the first 
Tuesday of October in every year; which court shall have and exercise, 
within the said district, the same powers and jurisdiction which are by 
law vested in the district courts of the United States.(a) 

SEc. 25. And be it furthci· enacted, That in all suits in equity, it shall 
be in the discretion of the court, upon the request of either party, to 
order the testimony of the witnesses therein to be taken by depositions; 
which depositions shall be taken. in conformity to the regulations pre
scribed by law for the courts of the highest original jurisdiction in 
equity, in cases of a similar nature, in that state in which the court of 
the United States may be holden: Provided lwwemr, that nothing here
in contained shall extend to the circuit courts which may be holden in 
those states, in which testimony in chancery is not taken by deposi
tion.(b) 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a clerk for 
the district court of Norfolk, to be appointed by the judge thereof, which 
clerk shall reside and keep the records of the said court at Norfolk 
aforesaid, and shall perform the same duties, and be entitled to, and 
receive the same fees and emoluments which are established by Jaw for 
the clerks of the district courts of the United States. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That from and after _the first 
day of July next, there shall be holden, annually, in the district of Ver
mont, two stated sessions of the district court, which shall commence 

(a) Seil note to act of February 27, 1801, chap. 15. 
(//) In appeals to the supreme court from the circuit courts in chancerv cases, the parol testimony which 

is heard in the court below ought to appear on the record. Conn v. Penn, 5 Wheat. 424; 4 Cond. Rep. 
716. 
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on the tenth day of October, at Rutland, and on the seventh day of 
May, at Windsor, in each year; and when either of the said days shall 
happen on a Sunday, the said court, hereby directed to be holden on 
such day, shall be holden on the day next thereafter. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the act, intituled "An 
act altering the time of holding the district court in Vermont," and so 
much of the second section of the act, intituled "An act giving effect 
to the laws of the United States within the state of Vermont," as pro
vides for the holding four sessions, annually, of the said district court, 
in said district, from and after the first day of July next, be and hereby 
are repealed. 

SEc. 29. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the said dis
trict court shall not issue a process to summon, or cause to be returned, 
to any session of the said district court, a grand jury, unless by special 
order of the district judge, and at the request of the district attorney; 
nor shall he cause to be summoned or returned, a petit jury to such ses
sions of the said district court, in which there shall appear to be no issue 
proper for the trial by jury, unless by special order of the judge as afore
said. And it shall be the duty of the circuit court in the district of 
Vermont, at their stated sessions, to give in charge to the grand juries, 
all crimes, offences and misdemeanors, as are cognizable, as well in the 
said district court, as the said circuit court, and such bills of indict
ment as shall be found in the circuit court, and cognizable in the said 
district court, shall, at the discretion of the said circuit court, be trans
mitted by the clerk of the said court, pursuant to the order of the said 
circuit court, with all matters and things relating thereto, to the district 
court next thereafter to be holden, in said district, and the same pro
ceedings shall be had thereon in said district court, as though said bill 
of indictment had originated and been found in the said district court. 
And all recognizances of witnesses, taken by any magistrate in said 
district, for tl1eir appearance to testify in any case cognizable in either 
of the said courts, shall be to the circnit court next thereafter to be 
holden in said district. 

SEC. 30. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this act, no special juries shall be returned by the clerks of any of 
the said circuit courts; but that in all cases in which it was the duty 
of the said clerks to return special juries before the passing of this act, 
it shall be the duty of the marshal for the district where such circuit 
court may be held, to return special juries, in the same manner and form, 
as, by the laws of the respective states, the said clerks were required to 
return the same. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1802. 

CHAP. XXXII.-.!lnJlctmaking provision for the redemption of the whole of the 
Public Debt of the United States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Ifouse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the duties on 
merchandise and tonnage as, together with the monies, other than 
surpluses of revenue, which now constitute the sinking fund, or shall 
accrue to it by virtue of any provisions heretofore made, and together 
with the sums annually required to discharge th~ annual int~rest ~nd 
charges accruing on the present debt of the United States, mcludmg 
temporary loans heretofore obtained, and also future loans which may 
be made for reimbursing, or redeeming, any instalments, or parts of the 
principal of the said debt, will amount to an annual sum of seven mil
lions three hundred thousand dollars, be, and the same hereby is yearly 
appropriated to the said fund; and the said sums are hereby declared 
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to be vested in the commissioners of the sinking fund, in the same man
ner as the monies heretofore appropriated to the said fund, to be applied 
by the said commissioners to the payment of interest and charges, and 
to the reimbursement or redemption of the principal of the public debt, 
and shall be and continue appropriated until the whole of the present 
debt of the United States, and the loans which may be made for re
imbursing or redeeming any parts or instalments of t?e principal of the 
said debt shall be reimbursed and redeemed : Provuled, that after the 
whole of the said debt, the old six per cent. stock, the deferred stock, 
the seventeen hundred and ninety-six six per cent. stock and three per 
cent. stock excepted, shall have been reimbursed or redeemed, any 
balance of the sums annually appropriated by this act, which may remain 
unexpended at the end of six months next succeeding the end of the 
calendar year to which such annual appropriation refers, shall be carried 
to the surplus fund, and cease to be vested by virtue of this act in the 
commissioners of the sinking fund, and the appropriation, so far as 
relates to such unexpended balance, shall cease and determine. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury annually, and in each year, to cause to be paid 
to the commissioners of the sinking fund the said sum of seven millions 
three hundred thousand dollars, in such payments, and at such times, in 
each year as the situation of the treasury will permit: Provided, that 
all such payments as may be necessary to enable the said cormnissioners 
to discharge, or reimburse, any demands against the United States, on 
account of the principal or interest of the debt, which shall be actually 
due, in conformity to the engagements of the said states, shall be made 
at such time and times, in each year as will enable the said commis
sioners faithfully and punctually to comply with such engagement. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That all reimbursements of the 
capital, or principal of the present debt of the United States, including 
future loans which may be made for reimbursing or redeeming any 
instalments, or parts of the same, and all payments on account of the 
interest and charges accruing upon the said debt shall be made under 
the superintendence of the commissioners of the sinking fund. And it 
shall be the duty of the said commissioners to cause to be applied and 
paid out of the said fund, yearly and every year, at the treasury of the 
United States, the several and respective sums following, to wit: first, 
such sum and sums as by virtue of any act or acts, they have heretofore 
been directed to apply and to pay: secondly, such sum and sums as may 
be annually wanted to discharge the annual interest and charges accruing 
on any other part of the present debt of the United States, including the 
interest and charges which may accrue on future loans which may be 
made for reimbursing or redeeming any instalments, or parts of the 
principal of the said debt: thirdly, such sum and sums as may annually be 
required to discharge any instalment or part of the principal of the pre
sent debt of the United States, and of any future loans which may be 
made for reimbursing, or discharging the same, which shall be actually 
due and demandable, and which shall not by virtue of this, or any other 
act, be renewed or prolonged, or reimbursed, out of the proceeds of a 
new loan : and also it shall be the duty of the said commissioners to 
cause to be applied the surplus of such fund as may at any time exist, 
after satisfying the purposes aforesaid, towards the further and final 
redemption, by payment, or purchase, of the present debt of the United 
States, including loans for the reimbursement thereof, temporary loans 
heretofore obtained from the Bank of the United States, and those 
demands against the United States, under any treaty, or convention, 
with a foreign power, for the payment of which the faith of the United 
States has been, or may hereafter be pledged by Congress: Provided, 
lwwever, that the whole, or any part, of such demands, arising under a 
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treaty, or con~cntion, wi~h a foreign _power, and of such temporary loans, 
may,_ at ~ny time, be remibursed, either out of the sinking fund, or, if 
the s1tuat10n. of the treasury will permit, out of any other monies which 
have been, or may hereafter be, appropriated to that purpose. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
sinking fun? be, and they ~ereby are empowered, with the approbation 
of the President of the Umted States, to borrow on the credit of the 
United States, either in America, or abroad, by obtaining a prolongation 
of former loans, or otherwise, the sums requisite for the payment of the 
instalments or parts of principal of the Dutch debt, which become due 
in the years one thousand eight hundred and. three, one thousand eight 
hundred and four, one thousand eight hundred and five, and one thou
sand eight hundred and six: and that a sum equivalent to that to be 
thus borrowed, or reloaned, shall be laid out by the commissioners of 
the sinking fund, in the purchase or redemption of such parts of the 
present debt of the United States, and other demands against them, as 
the commissioners of the sinking fund may lawfully pay, agreeably to 
the provisions herein before made, and as the said commissioners shall 
in their judgment deem most expedient, so as to effect the payment 
annually of seven million three hundred thousand dollars, towards the 
final discharge of the whole debt, agreeably to such provision: Provided, 
That the United States shall have a right to reimburse any loan thus made 
within six years after the date of the same, and that the rate of interest 
thereupon shall not exceed five per centum per annum, nor the charges 
thereupon the rate of five per centum on the capital borrowed : And 
provided always, that the power herein given shall not be construed to 
repeal, diminish, or affect the power given to the said commissioners, 
by the tenth section of the act intituled "An act making further provi
sion for the support of public credit, and for the redemption of the public 
debt," to borrow certain sums for the discharge of the instalments of the 
capital, or principal, of the public debt, in the manner, and on the terms 
prescribed by the said section; nor the power given to them by an act 
intituled "An act making provision for the payment of certain debts of 
the United States," to borrow certain sums and to sell the shares of the 
Bank of the United States, belonging to the United States, in the man
ner, on the terms, and for the purposes authorized by the said act; and 
provided, further, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
revive any act or part of an act, authorizing the loan of money, and 
which hath heretofore expired. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That for the purpose of more 
effectually securing the reimbursement of the Dutch debt, the comm_is
sioners of the sinking fund may, and they hereby are empowered, with 
the approbation of the President of the United Sti:tes, to contract, either 
with the Bank of the United States, or with any other public institution, 
or with individuals, for the payment, in Holland, of the whole, or any 
part, of the principal of the said Dutch debt, and of the interest and 
charges accruing on the same, as the said demands become due, on such 
terms as the said commissioners shall think most advantageous to the 
U n.ited States; or to employ either the said bank, or any other public 
institution, or any individual or individuals, as agent_ or agents1 for the 
purpose of purchasing bills ~f excha~ge, or any othe: k~nd of rem~ttances, 
for the purpose of dischargmg the mterest and P;mc1pal of sai~ debt, 
and to allow to such agent or agents a compensat10n not exceedmg one 
fourth of one per cent. on the remittances thus purchased or procured by 
them under the direction of the said commissioners, and as much of the 
duties on tonnage and merchandise_as may be necessary for that purpo_se 
is hereby appropriated towards paymg the extra allowance or commis
sion resulting from such transaction, or transactions, and ~]so to pay 
any deficiency arising from any loss incurred upon any remittance pur-

V or,. II.-22 P 

169 

Demands un
der treaties, &c. 
may be satisfied 
out of other mo
nies. 

Commissioners 
authorized to 
borrow under 
the direction of 
the President 
for the purpose 
of obtaining a 
prolongation of 
the pavment of 
the Dutch debt. 

The loans to 
be made to be 
reimbursable 
within six years. 

Rate of inter
est, and of 
charges. 

Power given 
not to affect the 
powers given by 
former acts. 

Not to revive 
any act for the 
loan of money, 
which has ex. 
pired. 

Commissioners 
authorized to 
employ the bank 
of the U. States 
as an agent, for 
the payment of 
the Dutch debt, 
&c. 

Compensation 
to agent. 



170 

Authorized to 
employ an agent 
in Europe rela
tive to the said 
business. 

His compen
sation. 

Nothing in this 
act to affect the 
provisions of 
former acts 
pledging the 
faith of the 
U. States. 

Restrictions 
and regulations 
established by 
former acts. 
shall apply to 
the commis
sioners under 
this. 

Account of 
the sales of 
stocks, &c. to 
be laid before 
Congress. 

1795, ch. 45. 

STATUTE 1. 

April 29, 1802, 

[Obsolete.] 
Appropriation 

for the children 
of officers, sea
men and ma
rines lost in the 
ship Insurgent, 
and brigantine 
Pickering. 

STATUTE I. 

April 29, 1802. 

[Obsolete.) 
Salaries of the 

Secretary of the 
Senate, Clerk of 
the House of 
Representatives 
&c. 

1806, ch. 23. 

Of the ser
geant-at-arms 
.of the Senate. 

SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Ctt. 33, 35. 1802. 

chased or procured under the direction of the said commissioners, for 
the purpose of discharging the principal and interest of !h~ said debt. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the comm1ss10ners of the 
sinking fund be, and they hereby are empowered, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, to employ, if they shall deem it 
necessary, an agent in Europe for the purpose of transacting any busi
ness relative to the discharge of the Dutch debt, and to the loans autho
rized by this, or any other act, for the purpose of discharging the same, 
and also to allow him a compensation not exceeding three thousand 
dollars a year, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed to repeal, alter, or affect any of the provisions of any 
former act pledging the faith of the United States to the payment of the 
interest, or principal, of the public debt; and that all such payments 
shall continue to be made at the time heretofore prescribed by law; and 
the surplus only of the appropriations made by this act beyond the sums 
payable by virtue of the provisions of any former act, shall be applicable 
to the reimbursement, redemption, or purchase of the public debt in the 
manner provided by this act. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That all the restrictions and regu
lations heretofore established by law, for regulating the execution of the 
duties enjoined upon the commissioners of the sinking fund, shall apply 
to and be in as full force for the execution of the analogous duties 
enjoined by this act, as if they were herein particularly repeated and re
enacted. Provided, however, that the particular annual account of all 
sales of stock, of loans, and of payments, by them made, shall, hereafter, 
be laid before Congress on the first week of February, in each year; 
and so much of any former act as directed such account to be laid before 
Congress within fourteen days after their meeting, is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1802. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-.On .Oct for the relief of the widows and orph~ns of certain pe,·
sons who liave died in the naval service of the U,.,ifed States. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and .House ef Representatives of tlie United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the widows, if any such 
there be, and in case there be no widow, the child or children of the 
officers, seamen and marines, who were in the service of the United 
States, and lost in the ship Insurgent and brigantine Pickering, shall be 
!)ntitled to, and receive out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, a sum equal to four months pay of their respective hus
bands or fathers, as aforesaid. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1802. 

CHAP. XXXV.-J.ln.B.ct to regulate and fix lite cornpensalions of the qtficers rf the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the officers of the Senate 
and House of Representatives herein after mentioned, shall be, and here
by are entitled to receive in lieu of their compensations as fixed by law, the 
following sums; that is to say: the secretary of the senate, and clerk of 
the House of Representatives, two thousand dollars, each; their princi
pal cler)cs one thousand three hundred dollars, each; and each of their 
engrossmg clerks, one thousand dollars per annum. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sergeant-at-arms of the 
Senate, who also performs the duty of doorkeeper, and the sergeant-at• 
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arms of the House of Representatives, shall be, and hereby are entitled 
to receive eight hundred dollars per annum, each. . 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the doorkeeper of the House 
of Representatives shall be, and hereby is entitled to receive five hun
dred dollars per annum, and two dollars per day, during each ses;,ion of 
Congress; and the assistant doorkeeper of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, four hundred and fifty dollars per annum, each, and two 
dollars each, per day, during each session of Congress. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensations to the 
secretary. of the Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives, and 
to their clerks, and to the other officers herein named, shall commence 
with the present year. 

APPROVED, April 20, 1802. 

CHAP. XXXVI.-An .B.ct supplementary to a11 act, intituled ".9n act for the 
encouragement of learmng, b.1J securing the copies of maps, charts, and books to 
the authors and proprietors 1f such copies during the time therein mentioned," 
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching 
historical and other prints. (a) ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person who shall, 
from and after the first day of January next, claim to be the author or 
proprietor of any maps, charts, book or books, and shall thereafter seek 
to obtain a copyright of the same agreeable to the rules prescribed by 
law, before he shall be entitled to the benefit of the act, intituled "An 
act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during 
the time therein mentioned," he shall, in addition to the requisites 
enjoined in the third and fourth sections of said act, if a book or books, 
give information by causing the copy of the record, which, by said act 
he is required to publish in one or more of the newspapers, to be in
serted at full length in the title-page or in the page immediately follow
ing the title of every such book or books; and if a map or chart, shall 
cause the following words to be impressed on the face thereof, viz: 
"Entered ·according to act ef Congress, the day of 18 
(here insert the date when the same was deposited in the office) by A. 
B. of the state of (here insert the author's or proprietor's name 
and the state in which he resides.) 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of January next, every person, being a citizen of the United States, or 
resident within the same, who shall invent and design, engrave, etch or 
work, or from his own works and inventions, shall cause to be designed 
and engraved, etched or worked, any historical or other print or prints, 
shall have the sole right and liberty of printing, re-printing, publishing 
and vending such print or prints, for the term of fourteen years from 
the recording the title thereof in the clerk's office, as prescribed by law 
for maps, charts, book or boo)rn: Pro~ided, he sha~I perfo~m all t~e re
quisites in relation to such pnnt or pnnts, as are directed i11 relat10n to 
maps, charts, book or books, in the third and fourth sections of the act 
to which this is a supplement, and shall moreover cause the same entry 
to be truly engraved on such plat~, with !he nai:ie of the proprietor, and 
printed on every such print or prmts as 1s herem before reqmred to be 
made on maps or charts. . . 

SEC. 3. And be it furt!ter enacted, That 1f any prrnt-seller or other 
person whatsoever, from and after the said first day of January next, 
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within the time limited by this act, shall engrave, etch or work, as afore. 
said, or in any other manner copy or sell, or cause to be engraved, etched, 
copied or sold, in the whole or in part, by varying, adding to, or dimin
ishing from the main design, or shall print, re-print, or import for sale, 
or cause to be printed, re-printed, or imported for sale, any such print 
or prints, or any parts thereof, withou_t the ~onse!1! of t?e propriet?r or 
proprietors thereof, first had and obtamed, m wntmg, s1g_ned b_y him or 
them respectively, in the presen?e of two or _more c:ed1ble witnesses; 
or knowincr the same to be so pnnted or re-printed, without the consent 
of the proprietor or proprietors, shall publish, sell, or expose to sale or 
otherwise, or in any other manner dispose of any such print or prints, 
without such consent first had and obtained, as aforesaid, then such 
offender or offenders shall forfeit the plate or plates on which such print 
or prints are or shall be copied, and all and every sheet or sheets (being 
part of or whereon such print or prints are or shall be copied or printed) 
to the proprietor or proprietors of such original print or prints, who shall 
forthwith destroy the same; and further, that every such offender or 
offenders shall forfeit one dollar for every print which shall be found in 
his, her, or their custody; either printed, published, or exposed to sale, 
or otherwise disposed of, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, the one moiety thereof to any person who shall sue for the same, and 
the other moiety thereof to and for the use of the United States, to be 
recovered in any court having competent jurisdiction thereof. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons 
from and after the passing of this act, shall print or publish any map, 
chart, book or books, print or prints, who have not legally acquired the 
copyright of such map, chart, hook or books, print or prints, and shall, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, insert therein or 
impress thereon that the same has been entered according to act of 
Congress, or words purporting the same, or purporting that the copy
right thereof has been acquired; every person so offending shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, one moiety thereof to the person 
who shall sue for the same, and the other moiety thereof to and for the 
use of the United States, to be recovered by action of debt in any court 
of record in the United States, having cognizance thereo£ Provided 
always, that in every case for forfeitures herein before given, the action 
be commenced within two years from the time the cause of action may 
have arisen. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1802. 

CHAP. XXXVJI.-.On .Jlct to amend "An act to establish the compensations ef the 
qfficers employed in the collecti<>n of the duties on ·imporlB and tannage; and for 
other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and IIouse of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the thirtieth day of June, in the present year, there shall be paid, annu
ally, to the collector of the customs for the district of Richmond, in 
addition to the fees and emoluments otherwise allowed by law, the sum 
of two hundred and fifty dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said thir
tieth day of June, the salary heretofore allowed by law to the collector 
of the customs for the district of Petersburg be, and the same hereby is 
discontinued. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the said thir
tieth day of June, whenever the annual emoluments of any collector of 
the customs, after deducting therefrom the expenditures incident to his 
office, shall amount to more than five thousand dollars; or those of a 
naval officer, after like deduction, to more than three thousand five hun-
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dred dollars, or those of a surveyor, after a like deduction, to more than 
three thousand dollars, the surplus shall be accounted for, and be paid 
by them, respectively, to the treasury of the United States: Provided 
always, that nothing in this act contained shall be construed to extend 
to fines, forfeitures and penalties, under the revenue laws of the United 
States. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1802. 

CH.AP. XXXVllI,-.!J'n ,!l_cf to suspend, in par!, the act intitttled ".'ln act regu
lating foreign coins; and for other purposes," 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
act, intituled "An act for regulating foreign coins, and for other pur
poses," as is contained within the second section thereof, be, and the 
same hereby is suspended, for and during the space of three years, from 
and after the end of the present session of Congress. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1802. 

CHAP. XXXIX.-.lln .llct to revive and continue in force, an act intituled ".!ln 
act Joi· establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef Amci·ica in Congress assembled, That the act, intituled "An 
act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," approved on 
the eighteenth of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, 
shall be, and the same is hereby revived and continued in force, until 
the fourth day of March next, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1802. 

CHAP. XL.-.lln .llct to enable the people of the Eastern division of the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio to form a consti"tution and stale government, and for 
the admission 1f such stale into the Union, on an equal footing with the original 
States, ll1Jd for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlic Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of the 
eastern division of the territory northwest of the river Ohio, be, and 
they are hereby authorized to form for themselves a constitution and 
state government, and to assume such name as they shall deem proper, 
and the said state, when formed, shall be admitted into the Union, upon 
the same footing with the original states, in all respects whatever. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said state shall consist 
of all the territory included within the following boundaries, to wit: 
bounded on the east by the Pennsylvania line, on the south by the Ohio 
river, to the mouth of the Great Miami river, on the west by the line 
drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami, aforesaid, and on 
the north by an east and west line, drawn through the southerly extreme 
of Lake Michigan, running east after intersecting the due north line 
aforesaid, from the mouth of the Great Miami, until it shaJI intersect 
Lake Erie, or the territorial line, and thence with the same through 
Lake Erie to the Pennsylvania line, aforesaid: Provided, that Congress 
shall be at liberty at any time hereafter, either to attach all the territory 
lying east of the line to be drawn due north from the mouth of the 
Miami, aforesaid, to the territorial line, and north of an east and west 
line drawn through the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan, running 
east as aforesaid to Lake Erie, to the aforesaid state, or dispose of it 
otherwise, in conformity to the fifth article of compact between the 
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original states, and the people and states to be formed in the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the territory 
of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio, heretofore included 
in the eastern division of said territory, and not included within the 
boundary herein prescribed for the said state, is hereby attached to, 
and made a part of the Indiana territory, from and after the formation 
of the said state, subject nevertheless to be hereafter disposed of by 
Congress, according to the right reserved in the fifth article of the ordi
nance a~oresaid, and the inhabitants therein shall be entitled to the same 
privileges and immunities, and subjectyi the san_ie_rules_ an_d regulati?ns, 
in all respects whatever, with all other citizens res1dmg w1thm the Indiana 
territory. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That all male citizens of the 
United States, who shall have arrived at full age, and resided within 
the said territory at least one year previous to the day of election, and 
slrnll have paid a territorial or county tax, and all persons having in 
other respects, the legal qualifications to vote for representatives in the 
general assembly of the territory, be, and they are hereby authorized to 
choose representatives to form a convention, who shall be apportioned 
amongst the several counties within the eastern division aforesaid, in 
a ratio of one representative to every twelve hundred inhabitants of 
each county, according to the enumeration taken under the authority 
of the United States, as near as may be, that is to say: from the county 
ot Trumbull, two representatives; from the county of Jefferson, seven 
representatives, two of the seven to be elected within what is now known 
by the county of Belmont, taken from Jefferson and Washington coun
ties; from the county of Washington, four representatives; from the 
county of Ross, seven representatives, two of the seven to be elected in 
what is now known by Fairfield county, taken from Ross and ,v ashing• 
ton counties ; from the county of Adams, three representatives; from 
the county of Hamilton, twelve representatives, two of the twelve to be 
elected in what is now known by Clermont county, taken entirely from 
Hamilton county; and the elections for the representatives aforesaid, 
shall take place on the second Tuesday of October next, the time fixed 
by a law of the territory, intituled "An act to ascertain the number of 
free male inhabitants of the age of twenty-one, in the territory of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio, and to regulate the elections 
of representatives for the same," for electing representatives to the 
general assembly, and shall be held and conducted in the same manner 
as is provided by the aforesaid act, except that the qualifications of 
electors shall be as herein specified. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That • the members of the con
vention, thus duly elected, be, and they are hereby authorized to meet 
at Chilicothe on the first Monday in November next; which conven
tion, when met, shall first determine by a major"ity of the whole number 
elected, whether it be or be not expedient at that time to form a con
stitntion and state government for the people, within the said territory, 
and if it be determined to be expedient, the convention shall be, and 
hereby are authorized to form a constitution and state government, or 
if it be deemed more expedient, the said convention shall provide by 
ordinance for electing representatives to form a constitution or frame of 
government; which said representatives shall be chosen in such man
ner, and in such proportion, and shall meet at such time and place, as 
shall be prescribed by the said ordinance; and shall form for the people 
of the said state, a constitution and state government; provided the 
sa?le shall be republican, and not repugnant to the ordinance of the 
thirteenth of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, be
tween the original states and the people and states of the territory north• 
west of the river Ohio. 
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SEc. 6. And be it furt/1.er enacted, That until the next general cen
sus shall be taken, the said state shall be entitled to one representative 
in the House of Representatives of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be, 
and the same are hereby offered to the convention of the eastern state 
of the said territory, when formed, for their free acceptance or rejection, 
which, if accepted by the convention, shall be obligatory upon the United 
States. 

First, That the section, number sixteen, in every township, and where 
such section has been sold, granted or disposed of, other lands equiva
lent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, shall be granted to the 
inhabitants of such township, for the use of schools. 

Second, That the six miles reservation, including the salt springs, 
commonly called the Scioto salt springs, the salt springs near the Mus
kingum river, and in the military tract, with the sections of land which 
include the same, shall be granted to the saiJ state for the use of the 
people thereof, the same to be used under such terms and conditions 
and regulations as the legislature of the said state shall direct : Provided, 
the said legislature shall never sell nor lease the same for a longer period 
than ten years. 

Tltird, That one twentieth part of the nett proceeds of the lands 
lying within the said state sold by Congress, from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, after deducting all expenses incident to the same, 
shall be applied to the laying out and making public roads, leading from 
the navigable waters emptying into the Atlantic, to the Ohio, to the 
said state, and through the same, such roads to be laid out under the 
authority of Congress, with the consent of the several states through 
which the road shall pass: Provided always, that the three foregoing 
propositions herein offered, are on the conditions that the convention 
of the said state shall provide, by an ordinance irrevocable, without the 
consent of the United States, that every and each tract of land sold by 
Congress, from and after the thirtieth day of June next, shall be and re
main exempt from any tax laid by order or under authority of the state, 
whether for state, county, township or any other purpose whatever, for 
the term of five years from and after the day of sale. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1802. 

CHAP. XLI.-An JI.ct to abolish the Board ef Commissioners in the City rf T-Vash
ington; and for otker purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
day of June next, the offices of the commissioners appointed in virtue 
of an act passed on the sixteenth day of July in the year seventeen 
hundred and ninety, intituled "An act to establish the temporary and 
permanent seat of the government of the United States," shall cease 
and determine; and the said commissioners shall deliver up unto such 
person as the President shall appoint, in virtue of this act, all plans, 
draughts, books, records, accounts, deeds, grants, contracts, bonds, obli
gations, securities, and other evidences of debt in their possession which 
relate to the city of \Vashington, and the affairs heretofore under their 
superintendence or care. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the affairs of the city of 
Washington, which have heretofore been under the care and superin
tendence of the said commissioners, shall hereafter be under the direc
tion of a superintendent, to be appointed by, and to be under the control 
of the President of the United States; and the said superintendent is 
hereby inve~ted with all powers, and shall hereafter perform all duties 
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which the said commissioners are now vested with, or are required to 
perform by; or in virtue of any act of Congress, or any act of the gene
ral assembly of Maryland, or any deed or deeds of trust from the original 
proprietors of the lots in the said city, or in any other manner whatso
ever. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said commiss!oners shall 
forthwith settle with the accounting officers of the treasury their accounts 
for all monies received and expended by them in their capacity as commis
sioners and shall immediately thereafter pay to the said superintendent 
any baiance which may be found against them up?n such_ settlement. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said supermtendent shall 
pay all the debts heretofore contrac~ed by the commissioners in t)1eir 
capacity as such, the payments of which are not herem after specially 
provided for, out of any monies received by him arising out of the city 
funds: 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, sell so many 
of those lots in the city of Washington which are pledged for the re
payment of a loan of two hundred thousand dollars, made by the state 
of Maryland, in the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six 
and one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, to the commissioners 
for the use of the said city, as may be sufficient to pay the interest 
already accrued on the said loan, and the interest and instalments there
of, as they may respectively become due: Provided, that if in the opinion 
of the President of the United States, the sale of a sufficient number 
of the said lots, to meet the objects aforesaid, cannot be made without 
an unwarrantable sacrifice of the property, then so much money as may 
be necessary to provide for the deficiency is hereby appropriated and 
shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
prior to the first day of November next, sell, under the directions of the 
President of the United States, all the lots in the said city, which were 
sold antecedent to the sixth day of May, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, and which the said commissioners are autho
rized by law to re-sell, in consequence of a failure on the part of the 
purchasers, to comply with their contracts; and the monies arising there
upon shall be applied, on or before the first day of November next, to 
the payment of the sum of fifty thousand dollars and the interest there
on to the state of Maryland, which said sum was formerly loaned by the 
said state to the commissioners for the use of the city of Washington : 
Provided, that if a sufficient sum to meet the objects last aforesaid, shall 
not be produced by the sale of the whole of the lots aforesaid, then so 
much money as may be necessary to provide for the deficiency is hereby 
appropriated, and shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of the 
United States, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 7. And be it .further enacted, That after the debts already con
tracted by the commissioners shall have been discharged, all monies 
advanced out of the treasury in pursuance of this act, shall be reim
bursed by the said superintendent, by paying into the treasury all mo
nies arising from the city funds, until the whole sum advanced, with the 
interest thereon, shall be repaid. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, inti tu led 
''An act to establish the temporary and permanent seat of government 
of the United States," passed on the sixteenth day of July, in the year 
seventeen hundred and ninety, as relates to the appointment of com
missioners shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
to open books in the city of Washington, for receiving and entering 
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subscriptions for opening the canal to communicate from the Potomac 
~iver to the Eastern Branch thereof, through a part of the city of Wash
mgton, under the management of Thomas Tingey, Daniel Carroll of 
Duddington, Thomas Law, and Daniel Carroll Brent, which subscrip
tions shall be made personally, or by power of attorney; the said books 
shall be opened for receiving subscriptions, and continue open until the 
sum of eighty thousand dollars shall be filled up, in shares of one hun
dred dollars each; and that each person shall, at the time of subscrib
ing, pay down ten dollars, being one tenth of each share; and after 
fourteen days previous notice, by advertisement, there shall be a rneetincr 
of the subscribers, and they are hereby declared to be incorporated int~ 
a company, by the name of the "Washington Canal Company," and 
may sue and be sued, as such, and make all necessary by-laws and re
gulations for the proper management of the business thereof. And such 
of the subscribers as shall be present at the said meeting, or a majority 
of them, are hereby impowered and required to elect a president and 
four directors for conducting the said undertaking, and managing the 
said company's business for, and during such time not exceeding three 
years, as the said subscribers, or a majority of them, shall think fit. 
Each member shall be allowed one vote for every share, by him or her 
held at the time in. the said company, and any proprietor by a writing 
under his or her hand, executed in presence of two witnesses, may de
pute any other member or proprietor to vote and act as proxy for him 
or her, at any general meeting. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the shares in said company 
shall be deemed personal, and not real property, and transferable in such 
manner as the company shall direct. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the president and directors 
so elected, and their successors, or a majority of them, shall have full 
power and authority to agree with any person or persons, on behalf of 
the said company, to cut such canals, erect such locks, and perform such 
other works as they shall judge necessary for opening the canal afore
said, and the forks thereof;-and out of the monies arising from the 
subscriptions, wharfage and tolls, to pay for the same, and to repair and 
improve the said canal, locks, and other works necessary thereto, and to 
defray all incidental charges, and also to appoint a treasurer, clerk, and 
such other officers, toll gatherers, managers and servants, as they shall 
judge requisite, and to settle their respective wages. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the treasurer of the com
pany shall give bond, with such penalty and such security as the said 
president and directors, or a majority of them, shall direct. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the said president and 
directors, so elected, and their successors, or a majority of them assem
bled, shall have .full power and authority to demand and re~eive of_ the 
proprietors, the remaining nine tenths of the shares, from time to time, 
as they may be required, by previous advertisell?ent at least one '!fiOnth 
in the Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria gazette~; and 1f _any 
of the said proprietors shall refuse or neglect to pay t_heir proport10_ns 
within one month after the same so ordered and advertised, as aforesaid, 
the said shares of defaulters shall be forfeited. 

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That the said president and direc
tors so elected and their successors, or a majority of them, shall not 
begin to collect wharfage or tolls, until the canal is made practicable for 
boats and scows to pass through the same from the Potomac to the 
Eastern Branch. 

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That every president and direc
tor, before he acts as such, shall take an oath or affirmation for the faith
ful discharge of his office. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlier r.nacted, That there shall be a general 
VoL, U.-23 
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meeting of the proprietors on the. first M_onday in J~ne, and the ~rst 
Monday in December, every year, m the city of Washmgton; to which 
meeting the president and director_s shall m~ke a report, an~ render 
distinct and just accounts of all their proceedmgs, and on findmg them 
fairly and justly stated, the proprietors, then present, or a majority of 
them, shall give a certificate thereof, and at such half-yearly general 
meetings, after leaving in the _han?s of the treasurer su~h sum as shall 
be judged necessary for repairs, improvements or contmgent charges, 
an equal dividend of all the nett profits arising from the wharfage and 
tolls hereby granted, shall be ordered and made to, and among all the 
proprietors of the said company, in proportion to their several shares. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That for and in consideration of 
the expenses the said proprietors shall incur, not only in cutting canals, 
but in erecting locks, and in maintaining and keeping the same in repair, 
and in temporary enlargement and improvement of the same, that for the 
space of fifty years, when this act shall cease on repayment of the prin
cipal of the sums expended, the company is hereby authorized to collect 
the same rates of wharfage on all articles and materials landed on each 
side of the canal, as are now legally received at the wharfs at George
town: and it shall and may be lawful for the said president and direc
tors, for fifty years, and as much longer as their principal sums expended 
remain unpaid, to demand and to receive, at the most convenient place 
for all commodities carried through a lock or locks, of the canal, a toll 
not exceeding half a dollar on each loaded boat, and a quarter of a dol
lar on each loaded scow; but no toll to be paid returning. But when 
the wharfage shall produce the annual interest of eight per cent. on the 
sums expended by the president and directors, exclusive of the tolls, then 
the tolls shall cease, and the canal and forks thereof, shall be entirely 
free for passage: and when the wharfage shall exceed the annual interest 
of twelve per cent. then the president and directors shall appropriate one 
half of the surplus to such public purpose as Congress may direct, or 
reserve the same as a fund to pay off the principal: Provided always, 
that all public property shall pass free of toll and wharfage. 

SEc. 18. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That in case 
the said Washington Canal Company created by this act shall not, within 
the term of five years, complete said canal in such a manner as to admit 
boats drawing three feet of water to pass through the whole extent of 
said canal, that the said canal shall revert to the United States, and all 
right and authority hereby granted to said company shall cease and 
determine. 

APPROVED, May I, 1802. 

CuAP. XLIII.-.Rn .Bet making an appropriation for the wpport ef the Navy 
ef the United States,f or the year one thottsand eight hundred and two. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums, 
including any sum which may have been, or might be expended during 
the present year, by virtue of any former appropriation, be, and the same 
are hereby respectively appropriated, to defray the expenses of the navy 
of the United States during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
two; that is to say : 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, the pay of the seamen, 
provisions and repairs, five hundred and eight thousand two hundred 
and twenty-six dollars. 

For medicines, instruments, and hospital stores, ten thousand dollars. 
For the purchase of ordnance and other military stores, twenty thou

sand dollars. 
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For salaries of superintendents of navy yards, storekeepers and clerks, 
store-rent, hire of labourers, &c. twelve thousand dollars. 

For the purchase and expense of transportation of timber, and other 
materiais, i~cluding ordnance for the seventy-four gun ships, one hun
dred and nmety thousand five hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For the improvement of navy yards, docks and wharves, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For contingencies, ten thousand dollars. 
For the pay and subsistence, including provisions for those on shore, 

and forage for the staff of the marine corps, seventy-one thousand seven 
hundred arid fifty-four dollars and forty cents: 

For clothing for the same, fifteen thousand five hundred and nineteen 
dollars. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand two hundred and 
twenty-four dollars and sixty cents. 

For the quartermaster's department, comprising quarters for the officers, 
and barracks for the men at different stations, fuel, stationery, camp 
utensils, &c. seven thousand and sixty-one dollars. 

For medicine, medical services, and hospital stores, one thousand dol
lars. 

For officers' travelling expenses, armourer's and carpenter's bills, and 
other contingent expenses, two thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it furt!ter enacted, That so much of the said several 
sums of money, herein before specifically appropriated, and amounting 
together to the snm of nine hundred thousand dollars, as shall not have 
been expended by virtue of any former appropriation, shall be paid, first, 
out of any balance remaining unexpended of former appropriations for 
the support of the navy ;-and secondly, out of any monies in the trea
sury of the United States, not otherwise appropriated by Jaw. 

APPROVED, May I, 1802. 

CHAP, XLIV.-An JJ.ct to extend and continue in force the provisions ef an act 
intituled "./J.n act giving a right ef pre-emption to certain persons who have con• 
traded with John Cleves Symmes or liis associates,for lands l,ying between the 
Miami rfoers, in the territory nort!twest qf the Ohio, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Elouse of Representatives of th.e 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the several pro
visions of an act intituled "An act giving a right of pre-emption to 
certain persons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes, or his 
associates, for lands lying between the Miami rivers in the territory 
northwest of the Ohio," shall be, and the same are hereby continued in 
force until the first day of March next, subject to the modifications con
tained in this act. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the provisions of the said 
act shall, and the same are hereby extended to all persons claiming lands 
lying between the Miami rivers, and ~vithout the limits of Ludlow's sur
vey, by purchase or contract made pnor to the first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred, with John Cleves Symmes or his associates. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person claiming lands 
as aforesaid, either within or without the limits of Ludlow's survey, and 
who have not obtained a certificate of the right of pre-emption therefor, 
shall, on or before the first day of November next, give notice of the 
nature and extent of his claim, in manner prescribed by the second sec
tion of the said act. And the receiver of public monies, and commis
sioners appointed under the fourth section of the said act, s]iall meet at 
Cincinnati, on the second Monday of November next, they having given 
four weeks previous notice of such meeting in a public newspaper 
printed at Cincinnati, and ehall then and there proceed to hear and 
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finally decide upon all claims, of which notice may have been given as 
aforesaid and shall in all matters relative thereto, govern themselves 
by the p;ovisions of the said act. V ~cancies in the s~id board of com
missioners may be fille<l by the President of the United States\alone. 
And the duties, powers and emoluments of the said commissioners, 
receiver of public monies, and register of the land-office at Cincinnati, 
and surveyor-general, as prescribed by the said act, shall, and the same 
are hereby continued. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, Thl.lt every person who may have 
obtained, or who shall hereafter obtain, as aforesaid, a certificate of a 
right of pre-emption from the said commissioners shall be allowed until 
the first day of January next, to make the first payment required for the 
lands described in such certificate, and shall, in all other respects rela
tive thereto, conform to the several provisions of the said act. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be viewed, marked, and 
opened, such roads within the territory northwest of the Ohio, as in his 
opinion will best serve to promote the sales of the public lands in future: 
Provided, that the whole sum to be expended on such roads shall not 
exceed six thousand dollars, and that the same shall be paid out of the 
monies paid by purchasers of public lands on account of surveying 
elfpenses. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all the lands around Vin
cennes on the Wabash, in the Indiana territory, the Indian title to which 
hath been extinguished, shall be surveyed and laid off in the manner 
prescribed by the third section of an act entitled "An act to amend an 
act entitled •An act providing for the sales of the lands of the United 
States in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river,"'*under directions from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and by such person or persons as the President of the United States 
alone shall appoint for that purpose : Provided, that the whole expense 
of surveying and marking the lines shall not exceed four dollars for every 
mile that shall be actually run, surveyed and marked. And two plats 
of the lands aforesaid shall be prepared by the person or persons who 
may survey the same, who shall also designate thereon the bounds of the 
lands of individuals held under reservations of the state of Virginia, or 
under the laws of the United States: one of the said plats shall be 
returned to the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and the other 
shall be deposited with the secretary of the Indiana territory. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any sec
tion or fractional section of land lying within the seven ranges of town
ships has been sold prior to the tenth day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred, under the authority of the United States, the lines of such 
section or fractional section shall be run under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in the manner most consistent with the sup-
posed boundaries of the same, at the time of the sale, any thing in the 
act of the tenth of May, one thousand eight hundred, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Trea
sury, whenever lines thus run shall interfere with the claim of a pur
chaser of public lands under the last mentioned act, to permit such pur
chaser, if he shall desire it, at any time within six months, after such 
lines, thus interfering with his claim, shall have been run, to withdraw 
his former application, and to apply in lieu thereof for any other vacant 
section. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1802. 
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CHAP, . XLV.-.lln .!let to provide for the establishment ef certain districts, and 
~herein to amend an act intituled ".IJ.n act to regulate the collection ef duties on 
imports and tonnage ;" and for other purposes. • 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the last 
day of June next, a district shall be formed from the district of York
town in Virginia, to be called the district of East River, which shall 
comprehend the waters, shores, harbors, and inlets of North and East 
River, and Mobjack bay, and all other navigable waters, shores, harbors 
and inlets within the county of Mathews, in said state; and it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States to designate a proper place 
to be port of entry and delivery within the said district; and to appoint 
a collector and surveyor of the customs to reside and keep their offices 
thereat, who shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the fees and other 
emoluments established by law, the annual salary of two hundred dollars 
each."' 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the said last 
day of June next, Bennet's creek, within the district of Edenton, and 
state of North Carolina, shall cease to be a port of delivery, as hereto• 
fore established, and the office, authority, and emoluments of the surveyor 
of said port, shall also from thenceforth terminate and be discontinued; 
and a port of delivery, in lieu thereof, shall be established on Salmon 
creek within the district aforesaid, at a place called the Tombstone; 
and a surveyor of the customs shall be appointed to reside and keep an 
office thereat, who shall be entitled to receive for his services, in addition 
to the fees established by law, the annual salary heretofore allowed to 
the surveyor of Bennet's creek. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said last 
day of June next, a, port of delivery shall be established at the mouth 
of Slade's creek on the north side thereof, within the district of Wash
ington, and state of North Carolina, on a certain tract of land, intended 
and designated for a town, whereon William Parmley resides; and a 
surveyor of the customs shall be appointed to reside and keep an office 
thereat, who shall be entitled to receive for his services, in addition to 
the fees established by law, an annual salary of one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in the territory of the United 
States northwest of the river Ohio, there shall, from and after the pass
ing of this act, be established a district, to be called the district of 
Marietta, which shall include all the waters, shores and inlets of the river 
Ohio, on the northern side, and the rivers, waters and shores connected 
therewith, above or to the eastward of, an<l including the river Scioto, 
from the mouth thereof, upwards, as far as the same may be navigable: 
and a collector of the customs shall be appointed to reside and keep an 
office at the town of Marietta, which shaJI be the sole port of entry and 
delivery for the said district; and the said collector shall be entitled to 
receive for his services, in addition to the fees and other emoluments 
established by law, an annual salary of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to establish, when it shall appear to him 
to be proper, in addition to the port of entry and delivery already estab
lished on the Mississippi, south of the state of Tennessee, one other 
port of entry and delivery on the said river; and to appoint a collector 
of the customs to reside and keep an office thereat, and to appoint one 
or more surveyors to reside at sach place or places as he may think 
proper to designate as ports of delivery only; and the surveyor or sur
veyors thus appointed, shall be subject to the control and direction of 
the collector within whose district he or they shall reside. 

Q 
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SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this act no duty shall be demanded or collected on merchandise of 
the growth, produce or manufact1~re of the United Sta!es, or of any 
foreign country, transported coastw1se between the Atlantic ports of the 
United States, and the districts of the United States on the river Missis
sippi, or any of its branches, although landed at the J_mrt of New Or leans, 
on its passage; provided the same would not be subJect to duty, or liable 
to seizure, if transported from one district of the United States, on the 
sea-coast, to another: And provided likewise, that no debenture for a 
drawback shall have been issued upon the export of such merchandise 
from the Atlantic ports of the United States to any foreign port or place; 
and to the end as well that frauds on the revenue may be prevented, as 
that the coasting vessels of the United States may be permitted to parti
cipate in the said trade, the Secretary of the Treasury, with the appro
bation of the President, is hereby authorized to pre8cribe and establish 
such forms and regulations, and the same from time to time, with like 
approbation, to alter and amend, for the government of the officers of 
the customs in this respect, as he may think proper and necessary; on 
the observance of which, merchandise thus transported shall be exempted 
from duty; and it shall be lawful for the coasting vessels of the United 
States to be employed in the said trade, and not otherwise. 

SEc. 7. And w!tereas, it is provided by the hundred and fourth section 
of'the collection law, that merchandise belonging to British subjects may 
be brought (without regard to the character of the vessel importing the 
same) into the ports of the United States on the northern and north
western frontiers, subject to no higher or other duties than are or shall 
be payable by the citizens of the United States, on the importation of the 
same in American vessels into the Atlantic ports of the United States, 
and it being just and reasonable that the same privilege should be ex
tended to vessels and merchandise belonging to per~ons residing at New 
Orleans, and other ports of Louisiana and Florida, on the Mississippi, 
or any of its branches: Be it furtlter enacted, that from and after the 
last day of June next, all goods and merchandise, the importation of 
which into the United States shall not be wholly prohibited, shall and 
may freely, for the purposes of commerce, be brought into the ports of 
the United States on the Mississippi, or any of its branches, in vessels 
belonging to New Orleans, or any other port of Louisiana or Florida, 
on the Mississippi; and such goods or merchandise shall be subject to 
no higher or other duties than are, or shall be payable by the citizens of 
the United States, on the importation of the same in American vessels 
into the Atlantic ports of the United States. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That from and after the last day 
of June next, no duty on the tonnage of any boat, flat, raft, or other 
vessel, shall be demanded, or collected on the arrival or entry of such 
boat, flat, or raft, or other vessel, in any district which is or may be 
established on the Mississippi, or any of its branches, and on the northern 
or northwestern boundaries of the United States: Provided nevr.rtheless, 
that this exemption shall not be construed to extend to any vessel above 
fiftJ.7 tons burthen, and which shall not be wholly employed in carrying 
on ml and trade between the ports of the United States on the Mississippi, 
and its hranches, and the ports of Louisiana and Florida, on the same, 
including New Orleans, and between the ports of the northern and 
northwestern boundaries of the United States and the British provinces 
of Upper and Lower Canada. 
. ~Ec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the act, 
mt1tuled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage," passed on the second day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, that directs that the collector of the district 
of Georgetown shall reside at Georgetown, be, and is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, May I, 1802. 
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CHAP, XL VI:-.Bn .!let 71:aking appropriations for tlte Jfilitary Establfaltment ef 
tlte United Stales, in t!,e year one thousand eigltt ltundred and two. 

J.!e it enacted by tl~e B_enate and House of Representatines of tlie 
United States of America 1~ Congress assembled, That for defraying the 
several expenses of the military establishment of the United States for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and two, for the Indian departU:ent, 
for arsenals and armories, and for the erection of fortifications the fol
!owing sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropri;ted, that 
1s to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, the sum of two hun
?red ~nd nine~y-two thousand two hundred and seventy-two dollars, 
mcludmg therein the sum of sixty thousand dollars appropriated by an 
act of the present session. 

For the subsistence of the army, the sum of two hundred and one 
thousand and twenty-seven dollars and fortv cents. 

For forage, three thousand eight hundred and four dollars. 
For clothing, sixty-six thousand six hundred and thirty dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, ten thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, two thousand dollars. 
For all expenses of transportation, tents, tools, and the contingent 

expenses of the war department, sixty-four thousand dollars. 
For the pay, subsistence, and clothing of the corps of engineers, 

seven thousand and ten dollars and eighty cents. 
For the Indian department, seventy-one thousand seven hundred and 

fifty dollars. 
For the expenses incident to the arsenals, magazines, and armories 

of the United States, sixty-six thousand seven hundred and sixty-six 
dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

For erecting and completing fortifications and barracks, seventy thou
sand five hundred dollars. 

For running certain boundary lines between the Indians and white 
inhabitants of the United States, and for ascertaining the lines of sun
dry reserved tracts of land in the Indiana and Northwestern territories, 
five thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That for defraying all expenses 
which will arise in consequence of discharging the officers, non-com
missioned officers, and privates, who are, or shall be, supernumerary by 
the act of the present session, intituled "An act fixing the military 
peace establishment of the United States," and for carrying the said act 
into complete operation, the following sums be, and they hereby are 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, to 
be discharged, thirty-nine thousand five hundred dollars. 

For subsistence, eighteen thousand dollars. 
For clothing, twelve thousand dollars. 
For forage, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
For the medical department, two thousand dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, forty-five thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, one thousand five hundr~d dollars. . 
For allowance to officers and soldiers who are to be discharged, thirty 

thousand dollars. 
For contincrencies, nine thousand dollars. 
SEc. 3. A;d be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding forty 

thousand dollars, including any unexpended balance of the su~ of fifteen 
thousand dollars, appropriated by the act approved on the thirtee~th of 
May, one thousand eight hundred, intituled "An a_ct to appropriate a 
certain sum of money to defray the expense of h~ldmg a tr~aty or trea
ties with the Indiam,," be, and the same hereby 1s appropriated for de-
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fraying the expense of a~y treatr or treat~es which may be held ,~ith 
the Indians south of the river Oh10: Provided, that the compensat10n 
to be allowed to any commissioner appointed, or who may be appointed, 
for negotiating· such treaty or tr~aties, shall not exceed,_ exclusive of 
travelling expenses, th~ :ate of eight dollars per day, dunng the actual 
service of such comm1ss10ner. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged, first, out of any bal
ance remaining unexpended of former appropriations for the same ob
jects respectively, and secondly, out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated; 

APPROVED, May I, 1802. 

CHAP. XL VII.-An .11.ct making appropriations for the support ef Government 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and two. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House <!f Representatives oftlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list, including the contingent expenses of the several depart
ments and officers; for the compensation of clerks in the several loan 
offices, and for books. and stationery for the same; for the payment of 
annuities and grants, for the support of the mint establishment, for the 
expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, for the support of light
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, and for satisfying certain mis
cellaneous claims and expenses, the following sums, including therein 
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars already appropriated, by an 
act, intituled "An act making a partial appropriation for the support 
of government during the year one thousand eight hundred and two," 
be, and are hereby appropriated, that is to say : 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of five months continuance, one hundred and sixty-four thousand 
five hundred and twenty-six dollars and sixty-six cents. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, seventeen thousand 
dollars. 

For extraordinary contingent expenses of the House of Representa
tives, by resolutions of the house during the present session, including 
also the expenses of the library of the two houses of Congress, and 
for printing one thousand copies of the census of the United States, 
seven thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of new furniture, provided for the House 
of Representatives, one thousand two hundred and forty-four dollars and 
eighty-five cents. 

For the compensation to the President and Vice President of the 
United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For the. incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, 
twelve thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and forty-nine 
dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For expenses of translating foreign languages, allowance to the per
son employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, 
stationery and printing, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the Treasury, clerks and 
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persons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy- Specific ap-
seven dollars and eight cents. propriations. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the Comptroller's office 
eight hundred dollars. ' 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Treasury clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty 
dollars and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the office of the Auditor, 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the Treasurer's office, three 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the Revenue, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, (including the wages of two persons ~m
ployed in counterstamping paper in the said office,) six thousand six 
hundred and fifty-three dollars and six cents. • 

For expense of stationery and printina- in the office of the Commis
sioner of the Revenue, four hundred doll~rs. 

For compensation to the Register of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and 
one cent. 

For expense of stationery and printing (including books for the pub
lic stocks and for the arrangement of the marine papers) in the Regis
ter's office, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Superintendent of stamps, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, one thousand six hundred and sixteen dollars 
and sixty-seven cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the office of Superintendent 
of stamps, two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of clerks to be employed in the treasury, in addition 
to those authorized by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, for the purpose of making drafts of the several 
surveys of lands in the territory of the United States, northwest of the 
river Ohio, and for keeping the books of the treasury in relation to the 
sales of lands at the several land-offices, two thousand dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
including therein the sum of one thousand dollars already appropriated, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating and printing the 
public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred and two, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of printing two large tables of imports, for 
one year, ( ending the thirtieth of September_, one thous~nd s~ven hun
dred and ninety-nine,) in American and foreign vessels, mcludmg paper 
furnished for the same, one hundred and sixty-four dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employe?-to secure the build
ings and records in the treasury department, dunng ~he present year, 
and for nine months service in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
one, not heretofore appropriated, including the expense of two watch
men, and the repair of fire engines, buckets, &c., one thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand_ t~o hundred and fif~y dollars. 

For expensesoffuel, stationery, pnntmg and other contmgent expenses 
in the office of the Secretary at War, one thousand dollars. 

VOL. II.-24 Q 2 
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For compensation to the Accountant of the War department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Accountant of the War 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation of clerks employed in the paymaster-general's 
office, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the Purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including a sum of seven hundred dollars for 
compensations to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, and for expense of stationery and fuel in the said office, three 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand one hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand seven hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Accountant of the Navy, clerks und persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand one hundred 
dollars, for compensations to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed 
by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, ten thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Accountant of the Navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, Assistant Postmaster
Generul, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
and for making good a deficiency in the appropriation for clerk hire in 
the said office, in the year one thousand eight hundred and one, includ
ing a sum of two thousand three hundred dollars for compensation to 
his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the second of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, eleven thousand 
seven hundred and five dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, stationery, furniture, chests, &c., exclu
sive of expenses of suits, prosecutions, mail locks, keys, portmanteaus, 
saddle-bags, blanks for post-offices, advertisements relative to the mail, 
and other expenses incident to the department at large, these being paid 
for by the Postmaster-General out of the funds of the office, two thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the several Loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks to the commissioners of loans, and 
an allowance to certain Loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to de
fray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, thirteen thousand 
dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis
sioner of loans, for the state of Pennsylvania, in addition to the per
manent provision made by law, in consequence of the removal of the 
offices of the treasury department, in the year one thousand eight hun• 
dred, to the permanent seat of government, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor-General, and the clerks employed 
by him, and 

For expense of stationery and other contingent expenses in the Sur
veyor-General's office, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of publishing in the Sciota Gazette, the 
act providing for the sale of lands in the territory northwest of the river 
~hio, and of paper for printing twelve hundred copies of the act provid
ing for the sale of western lands of the United States, eighty-four dollars 
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For completing certain surveys ~uthorized by acts of Congress passed Specific ap-
the tenth of _May, one thousand eight hundred, the eighteenth of Feb- propriatiane. 
ruary ~nd third o~ March, one t~10usand eight hundred and one, and for 
surveymg and laymg off, accordmg to law, the lands around Vincennes 
on the Wabash, in the Indiana territory, thirty-nine thousand two hun: 
dred and ninety-six dollars and ninety cents. 

For compensation to the following officers of the Mint:
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two, at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt

ing, refining, ~oining, carpenter, millwright and smith's work, including 
the sum of eight hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant 
coiner and die-forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron work, 
seven thousand dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, bar iron, lead, 
steel, office furniture, and for all other contingencies of the establishment 
of the mint, three thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor and judges and secretary of the 
territory northwest of the river Ohio, five thousand one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, printing patents for land, and other contin
gent expenses for lands in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indi
ana territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 1799, ch. 40. 
of state, treasury, war, and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex-
ceeding for each department respectively, fifteen per centum in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix 
the compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty-
five dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and which 
are of a nature, according to the usage thereof, to require payment in 
specie, two thousand dollars. 

For the compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate 
judges, circuit judges, and district judges of the United States, including 
the chief justice and two associate judges of the district of Columbia, 
and to the attorney-general, sixty-eight thousand six hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For the like compensations granted to the district attornies, and for 
defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district cou!ts ?f the 
United States, including the court for the district of Colum~ia, Jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfe1tm:es and 
penalties; and likewise for defraying the expenses of prosecution for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
fifty-six thousand nine hundred dollars. 
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For compensation to the marshals of the district of Maine, New Hamp
shire, Vermont, Kentucky, East and West Tennessee, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For carrying into effect the act of Congress, of the third of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and two, i:elative to the officers and crew 
of the United States schooner Enterprise, one thousand seven hundred 
and nineteen dollars. 

For payment of the annuity granted to the children of the late 
Colonel John Harding and Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of 
Congress passed the fourteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred, six 
hundred dollars. 

For payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of the 
United States, for their pensions from the fifth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and two, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hun
dred and three, ninety-three thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and for occa
sional improvement in the construction of lanterns and lamps, .and mate
rials used therein, and other contingent expenses, including commis
sions to the superintendents of the said lighthouses, at two and a half 
per centum, forty-four thousand eight hundred and forty-one dollars and 
forty-four cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, accord
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

For defraying the contingent expenses of government, twenty thou
sand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of taking the second enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, in addition to the appropriation here
tofore made for that object, twenty thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the purchase or erection of 
certain warehouses and stores for the reception of goods, wares and 
merchandise, under the "Act respecting quarantine and health laws," 
passed the twenty-fifth of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, sixty-nine thousand and twenty-six dollars and twelve cents. 

For the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, sixty-four thou
sand and fifty dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners under the seventh article of the 
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, between the United States 
and Great Britain, including contingent expenses, twenty-four thousand 
and sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For salaries of the agents of the United States, in London and Paris, 
expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of Great Bri
tain, in relation to captures of American vessels, and defending causes 
elsewhere, twenty-nine thousand dollars. 

For the salary of an agent in London for the relief and protection of 
American seamen, and contingent expenses to be incurred therein; and 
for relieving seamen elsewhere, fifteen thousand dollars. 

S~c. 2. And be it further e~acted, '!'hat the several appropriations 
herem before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars reserved by the act " making provision for the 
debt of the United States," and out of any money which may be in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1802. 
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CHAP. XL VIIL-An Act further to alter and establish certain Post Roads; and 
for the more secure carriage of the Mail of lite United States, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
be discontinued: 

From Pelham to Nottingham West, in New Hampshire. 
From Hanover to Scituate, in Massachusetts. 
From Bridgewater to Taunton. 
From New York to Saggharbor, in the state of New York. 
From Schenectady to Sandy-hill. 
From Salem to Bridgetown, in New Jersey. 
From Lumberton, by Elizabethtown, to Andersville, in North 

Carolina. 
From Rockford, by Scull Camp, to Grayson Courthouse. 
From Amelia Courthouse, by Pridesville, to Paynsville, in Virginia. 
From Washington to Cincinnati. 
From Franklin Courthouse to Jackson Courthouse, in Georgia. 
From Go!dson's, by Geesbridge, St. Tammany's, Mecklenburgh 

Courthouse, Marshall's store, Christian's store, Lunenburg Courthouse 
and Edmund's store, to Goldson's. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post roads be 
established : 

In Maine.-From Dennysville to Eastport. 
From Machias, by Dennysville, to Scodiac. 
In New Hampshire.-From Pelham, by Windham, to Londonderry. 
From Haverhill, by Bath and Littleton, to Lancaster. 
In Massac!tusetts.-From Boston, by Easton, to Taunton. 
From Hingham, by Cohasset, to Scituate. 
From Springfield, by South Hadley, to Northampton. 
From Salem, by Topsfield, to Haverhill. 
In Vermont -From Middlebury, by New Haven, Moncton, Hines

burg, Williston, Jericho, Essex, Westford, Fairfax and Sheldon, to 
Huntsburg; to return from Huntsburg, by Berkshire, Enosburg, Bakers
field, Cambridge, Underhill, Jericho, Richmond, Huntington, Starks
borough and Bristol, to Middlebury. 

From Danville, by St. Johnsbury, through Barnet, to return to Rye
gate. 

In Connecticut.-From Hartford, by Coventry, Windham and Canter
bury, to Plainfield. 

From Middletown, by Haddam, to Saybrook. 
From New Haven, by Woodbridge, Waterbury and Watertown, to 

Litchfield. 
From Norwich, by Lisbon, Canterbury, and Brooklyn, to Pomfret. 
In New York.-From New York, by Brooklyn, Jamaica, Hampstead, 

Merrick, Oysterbay South, Huntington· South, Islip, ~atchauge Fire
Place, Moriches, West Hampton, Southampton and Bridgehampton, to 
Saggharbor. 

From Hampstead, by Huntington, Smithtown, Brookhaven, and River
head, to Southhold. 

From Newtown, in the county of Tioga, by Catharinetown, to 
Geneva. 

From Schenectady to Ballstown Springs, Milton, Saratoga Springs, 
Greenfield, Hadley, Galloway, Charleton, and again to Schenectady. 

From Sandy-hill to Fort George, and through the towns of Thermon 
and Jay, to Plattsburg, and thence to the northern line ofsa!d _state. 

In Neio Jersey.-From Woodbury, by Bridgetown, Milv1lle, Port 
Elizabeth and Cape May Courthouse, to Cape Island. 

From Somerset Courthouse, by Baskenridge, to Morristown. 
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From New Germantown, by David Miller's in Washington township, 
and New Hampton, to Pittstown. . 

In Pennsylvania.-From Lancaster, by Readmg, Allentown, Bethle-
hem and Stroud's, to Milford. 

From Lebanon to Jonestown. 
From Jenkintown, by the Cross-roads and New Hope, to Flemington, 

New Jersey. 
From Chambersburg, by Messersburg, to Bedford. 
From Downingtown, by West Chester, Kennet's Square, and New 

London Cross-roads, to the Brick Meeting-house, in Maryland. 
In Maryland.-From Reisterstown, by M' Allisterstown, Abbotstown, 

and Berlin, to Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 
From Elkton, by the Brick Meeting-house, to the Rising Sun, Black 

Horse and Sorrel Horse Taverns, to Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
From Westminster, in Maryland, by Union Mills, Petersburgh and 

Gettysburgh, to Chambersburg, in Pennsylvania. 
From Boonesborough, by Sharpsburg and Hagerstown, to Messers

burg, Pennsylvania. The mail from Ellicott's Mills to Montgomery 
Courthouse, shall pass by Brookville. 

In Delaware.-From Georgetown, by Broadkiln Landing, to Lewis
town. 

From Newport, by Chatham, Cochran's and Strasburg, to Lancaster, 
in Pennsylvania. 

From Whitelysburg to Frederica. 
From Georgetown, by Bridge Branch, and Northwest Fork Bridge, to 

Hunting Creek or New Market, Maryland, as the postmaster may 
direct. 

In Virginia.-From Leesburg to Centreville. 
From New Dublin, by Tazewell Courthouse, Russel Courthouse, and 

Lee Courthouse, to Robinson's Mills, at the foot of Cumberland Moun
tain. 

From Cumberland Courthouse to Ca Ira. 
From Culpepper Courthouse, by Woodville and Mundcll's store, to 

New Market, in Shenandoah county. 
From Fauquier Courthouse, by Aquia, to King George Courthouse. 
From Winchester, by Front-Royal, to Culpepper Courthouse. 
From Brooke Courthouse to Steubenville, in the Northwestern Terri

tory. 
From Brooke Courthouse to West Liberty. 
From Brookington, by Newman's and Randolph's taverns, and Den

nis' store, to Henderson and Fitzgerald's store. 
From Amelia Courthouse, by Perkins' store, to Painesville. 
From Wylliesville, in Charlotte county, by Speed and Wilson's store, 

Sterling Yancey's and Norman's store, to Person Courthouse, in North 
Carolina. 

From Harrisville, by Field's mill, Quarlesville, M'Farlan<l's store, 
Lunenburg Courthouse, Christiansville, Marshallsville, Mecklenburg 
Courthouse and St. Tammany's; and to return by Geesbridge, Edmund's 
store, Field's mill to Harrisville. 

From Richmond Courthouse to Tappahannock. 
In JYorth Carolina.-From Plymouth to Robert Winn's, on Scupper

nong nver. 
From Jonesburg to Pasquotank river bridge. 
From Rutherfordstown, by John Gowen's store to Greenville Court-

house, in South Carolina. ' 
From Wilkes to Ash Courthouse. 
The road from Mount Airy to Grayson Courthouse, in Virginia, shall 

pass by Scull Camp. 
In Tennes.~ee.-From Jonesborough to Carter Courthouse. 
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From Nash ville to Franklin. 
From Knoxville to Burville. 
In South Car~lina.-The road from Edgefield to Cambridge, shall 

pass by Amos Richardson's, and return by Northampton. 
From Monk's corner over Biggen bridge, by Pineville, Murray's 

ferry, Santee, to Kingstree. 
In Georgia.-From Oglethorpe Courthouse, by Athens, through 

Clarksburg, to Jackson Courthouse. 
From Riceburg, by Fort James, to Tatnall Courthouse. 
In Kentucky.-From Shelbyville to Louisville. 
From Danville, by Pulaski Courthouse, to Wayne Courthouse. 
In the Northwestern Territory.-From Marietta, by Chilicothe and 

Williamsburg, to Cincinnati. 
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the better and more 

secure carrying of the mail of the United States, on the main post roail 
between Petersburg, in Virginia, and Louisville, in Georgia, the Post
master-General shall be, and hereby is authorized and directed to engage 
and contract with private companies, or adventurers, for carrying the 
mail of the United States, for a term of time not exceeding five years, 
in mail coachees or stages, calculated to convey passengers therein: 
Provided, that the expense thereof shall not exceed a sum equal to one 
third more than the whole of the present expense incurred for carrying 
the mail on such road, on horseback. And the said Postmaster-General 
may, hereafter at his discretion, require as a stipulation in the contract 
for carrying the mail from Suffield, in Connecticut, by Windsor, in Ver
mont, to Dartmouth College, in New Hampshire; that the same shall 
be conveyed in a carriage or line of stages: Provided, the expense 
thereof shall not exceed more than one third the sum heretofore given 
for carrying the mail on the last mentioned route by a post rider. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of November next no other than a free white person shall be employed 
in carrying the mail of the United States, on any of the post roads, either 
as a post-rider or driver of a carriage carrying the mail: and, every 
contractor or person who shall have stipulated or may hereafter stipulate 
to carry the mail, or whose duty it shall be to cause the same to be con
veyed, on any of the post roads, as aforesaid, and who shall, contrary to 
this act, employ any other than a free white person as a post-rider or 
driver, or in any other way to carry the mail on the same, shall, for every 
such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars, one moiety thereof 
to the use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the per
son who shall sue for, and prosecute the same, before any court having 
competent jurisdiction thereof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all letters, packets and news
papers to and from the Attorney-General of the United States shall be 
conveyed by post free of postage : Provided, that all letters by him sent 
be franked in the manner required by the seventeenth section of the 
act to establish the post-office.(a) 

SEO. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster-General be 
authorized to allow the postmasters at the several distributing offices, 
such compensation as shall be adequate to their se~eral services in that 
respect: Provided, that the same shall not exceed m the whole five per 
cent. on the whole amount of postages on letters and newspapers received 
for distribution, and that the said allowance be made to commence on 
the first day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred: Provided 
also, that if the number of mails received at, and dispatched from, any 
such office is not actually increased by the distributing system, then no 
additional allowance shall be made to the postmaster. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to 
the deputy postmaster at the city of Washington, for his extraordinary 
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expenses incurred in the discharge of the duties of his office, an addi
tional compensation, at the rate of one thousand dollars per annum, to 
be computed from the first day of January last: 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not be so con-
1:!trued as to affect any existing contracts for carrying the mail. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1802. 

CHAP. XLIX.-..in .Bet making an awopriation for carrying into effect tlie 
Convention between the United States if America and His Britannic Majesty. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That for carrying into 
effect the convention of the eighth day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and two, between the United States of America and His Bri
tannic Majesty, the sum of two millions six hundred and sixty-four thou
sand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesa-id sum shall be 
paid in such instalments, and at such times, as are fixed by the said 
convention, out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appro
priated. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1802. 

CHAP. LI.-.On .Bet to amend an act fotituled "An act for tl,e relief of siclc and 
disabled Seamen," and for otlter purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the monies heretofore 
collected in pursuance of the several acts " for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen," and at present unexpended, together with the monies 
hereafter to be collected by authority of the before-mentioned acts, shall 
constitute a general fund, which the President of the United States shall 
use and employ as circumstances shall require for the benefit and con
venience of sick and disabled American seamen : Provided, that the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for 
the erection of an hospital in the district of Massachusetts. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to cause such measures to be taken as, 
in his opinion, may be expedient for providing convenient accommoda
tions, medical assistance, necessary attendance, and supplies for the 
relief of sick or disabled seamen of the United States who may be at 
or near the port of New Orleans, in case the same can be done with 
the assent of the government having jurisdiction over the port; and 
for this purpose, to establish such regulations, and to authorize the em
ployment of such persons as he may judge proper; and that for defraying 
the expense thereof, a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars be paid 
out of any monies arising from the said fund not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it fartlier enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the master of every boat, raft or flat, belonging to any 
citizen of the United States which shall go down the Mississippi with 
intention to proceed to New Orleans shall, on his arrival at Fort Adams, 
render to the collector or naval officer thereof, a true account of the 
number of persons employed on board such boat, raft or flat,. and the 
time that each person has been so employed, and shall pay to the said 
collector or naval officer at the rate of twenty cents per month, for every 
person so employed, which sum, he is hereby authorized to retain out 
of the wages of such person: and the said collector or naval officer 
shall not give a clearance for such boat, raft or flat, to proceed on her 
voyage to New Orleans, until an account be rendered to him of the 
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number of persons employed on board such boat, raft or flat, and the 
money paid to him by the master or owner thereof: and if any such 
master shal_l render a false account of the number of persons, and the 
length of time they have severally been employed, as is herein required, 
he shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars, which shall be applied to, and shall 
make a part of, the said general fund for the purposes of this act: 
Provided, that all persons employed in navigating any such boat, raft 
or flat, shall be considered as seamen of the United States, and entitled 
to the relief extended by law to sick and disabled seamen. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to nominate and appoint for the 
port of New Orleans, a fit person to be director of the marine hospital 
of the United States, whose duties shall be in all instances the same as 
the directors of the marine hospitals of the United States, as directed 
and required by the act, intituled " An act for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen." [Act of July 16, 1798, chap. 76.J 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and every director of 
the marine hospitals within the United States, shall, if it can with 
convenience be done, admit into the hospital of which he is director, 
sick foreign seamen, on the application of the master or commander of 
any foreign vessel to which such sick seamen may belong; and each 
seaman so admitted shall be subject to a charge of seventy-five cents 
per day for each day he may remain in the hospital, the payment of 
which the master or commander of such foreign vessel shall make to 
the collector of the district in which such hospital is situated: and the 
collector shall not grant a clearance to any foreign vessel, until th_e 
money due from such master or commander, in manner and form afore
said, shall be paid; and the director of each hospital is hereby directed, 
nnder the penalty of fifty dollars, to make out the accounts against each 
foreign seaman that may be placed in the hospital, under his direction, 
and render the same to the collector. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the collectors shall pay the 
nioney collected, by virtue of this and the act to which this is an amend
ment, into the treasury of the United States, and be accountable there
for, and receive the same commission thereon, as for other money by 
them collected. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That each and every director of 
the marine hospitals shall be accountable at the treasury of the Unit_!ld 
States for the money by them received in the same manner as other 
receivers of public money, and for the sums by them expended shall be 
allowed a commission at the rate of one per cent. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1802. 

CHAP. LII.-An .!let additional lo, and amendator.1/ ef, an act, inlituled "An act 
concerning the District ef Columbia." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That the circuit court of the 
county of Washington, in the territory of Columbia, sh~II have power 
to proceed in all common law and chancery causes which now are, or 
hereafter shall be instituted before it, in which either of the parties 
reside without the said territory, in the same way that non-residents are 
proceeded against in the general court or in the supreme court of 
chancery in the state of Maryland. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the circuit court of the 
county o~ Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, shall_ have power to 
proceed m all common law and chancery causes which now _are, -or 
hereafter shall be instituted before it, in which either of the parties are 
non-residents of Raid district of Columbia, in the same way, and under 
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the same regulations observed by the district court or by the high 
court of chancery in Virginia, in proceeding against non-residents. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the courts for the counties 
of Alexandria and Washington, shall hereafter be holden, at the periods 
following, to wit: for the county of Alexandria, on the fourth Monday 
of June and November, and for the county of Washington, on the fourth 
Monday of July and December, in each year; and all process heretofore 
issued from the offices of the said courts and not yet returned, shall be 
returnable to the first day of the sessions of the said courts, respectively, 
and all causes now depending in the same shaH stand adjourned and 
continued over to the next sessions of the said courts, as established by 
this act. And the said• courts are hereby invested with the same 
power of holding adjourned sessions that are exercised by the courts of 
Maryland. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That no capias ad satisfaciendum 
shall hereafter issue on any judgment rendered by a single magistrate, 
or in any case where the judgment, exclusive of costs, shall not exceed 
twenty dollars; but that in such cases, execution shall be only on the 
goods and chattels of the debtor, and shall issue by order of the justice 
who may have taken cognizance of the action, from the clerk's office, 
and shall be returnable thereto: that all such executions be returnable 
on the first Monday in every month; and that the same, and also the 
warrant to bring the party before the justice, be directed to one of the 
constables, whose duty it shall be to obey the same: that each of the 
said constables shall give bond, with one sufficient surety, to be approved 
of by any one of the district judges, for the faithful execution of the duties 
of his office, in the sum of five hundred dollars: that the clerk's fees 
for issuing and filing the return of every such execution, shall be 
twenty-five cents; the constable's fees for return and service, shall be 
fifty cents; and that a commission of eight per cent. be allowed the 
constable for every sum thereon by him levied. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of the original act 
to which this is a further supplement, as confines the jurisdiction of the 
courts of this territory to cases between parties who are inhabitants of, 
or residents within the same, shall not be construed to extend to any 
case where, by the laws' of Maryland and Virginia, respectively, attach
ments may issue to affect the property of absconding debtors, or others 
having property within the district, and whose persons are not answer
able to the process of the court. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the taxes to be levied in the 
county of Alexandria, shall hereafter be assessed by the justices of the 
peace of the said county, and the poor of the town and country parts 
of the said county of Alexandria shall be provided for respectively, in 
like manner as the county and corporation courts were authorized to do 
by the laws of Virginia, as they stood in force within the said county, 
on the first Monday of December, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacttd, That no part of the laws of 
Virginia or Maryland declared by an act of Congress, passed the 
twenty-seventh day of February, one thousand eight hundred and one, 
"concerning the district of Columbia," to be in force within the said 
district, shall ever be construed so as to prohibit the owners of slaves to 
hire them within, or remove them to the said district, in the same way 
as was practised prior to the passage of the above-recited act.(a) 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of two acts of Con
gress, the one passed on the twenty-seventh day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and one, intituled "An act concerning the district 

(a) Lee v. Lee, 8 Peters, 44. 
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o~ Columbia;" the other passed the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and one, supplementary to the aforesaid act, as provides 
for the compensation to be made to certain justices of the peace thereby 
c'.ea'.ed, and for compensation to jurors attending the courts within said 
d1stnc~, except so much thereof as relates to their travelling expenses 
attendmg the same, shall be, and is hereby repealed: and jurors in 
future, shall serve in the said courts, and be summoned to attend' the 
same in like manner as jurors serve and were summoned in the courts 
of Virginia, prior to the passage of the above-recited act. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That ordinary licenses, retailers' 
licenses, and hawkers and pedlers' licenses, shall be granted by the cir
cuit court of the said district, in the respective counties, as the same 
were heretofore granted by the courts of Maryland and Virginia, respec
tively. And the several judges of the said circuit court shall have like 
authority to grant such licenses in vacation, as the justices of the courts 
of Maryland and Virginia heretofore possessed; and the money arising 
frorri such licenses shall be applied to the use and benefit of the said 
counties, respectively, in such manner, and to such purposes, as the 
justices of the levy courts in the same shall appoint and direct. 

SEc. 10. And be it furtlter enacted, That the marshal of the district 
of Columbia be, and he hereby is authorized and directed, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, to cause a good and 
sufficient jail to be built within the city of Washington, and that a sum 
not exceeding eight thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appro
priated to that purpose, to lje paid out of any unappropriated monies in 
ihe treasury. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That the corporation of George
town, in the district of Columbia, shall have full power and authority to 
tax any particular part or district of the town, for paving the streets, 
lanes or alleys therein, or for sinking wells, or erecting pumps which 
may appear for the benefit of such particular part or district: Provided, 
that the rate of tax so to be levied shall not exceed two dollars per foot 
front, and that the same shall be enforced and collected in the same 
manner that the taxes which the said corporation had heretofore been 
authorized to lay and collect. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That articles inspected at one 
port in the said district shall not be subject to a second inspection, at 
any other port in the said district. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to cause the militia, of the respective counties of 
Washington and Alexandria to be formed into regiments and other 
corps, conformably, as _nearly a~ may b~, to the _laws of M~ryland and 
Virginia, as they stood m force m the said counties, respe~t1vely, on the 
first Monday in December, in the year one thousand eight hundred; 
and that he appoint and commission, during pleasure, all such officers 
of the militia of the said district, as he may think proper; that he be 
authorized to call them into service, in like manner as the executive of 
Maryland and Virginia were authorized in the counties of Washington 
and Alexandria respectively, on the first ~':mday of_ December, <;me 
thousand eight hundred. And that such mil1tia, whei:i, _u? actual serv~ce, 
be entitled to the same pay and emoluments as the m1htia of the Umted 
States, when called out by the President. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1802. 

CHAP. Llll.-..in .Bet to incorporate the inhabitants of the City of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat~ves of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the mhab1tants 
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of the city of Washington be constituted a body politic and corporate. 
by the name of a mayor and council of the city of Washington, and by 
their corporate name, may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, 
grant receive and do all other acts as natural persons, and may pur
chas: and hoid real, personal and mixed property, or dispose of the 
same for the benefit of the said city; and may have and use a city seal, 
which may be broken or altered at pleasure; the city of Washington 
shall be divided into three divisions or wards, as now divided by the 
levy court for the county, for the purpose of assessment; but the number 
may be increased hereafter, as in the wisdom of the city council shall 
seem most conducive to the general interest and convenience. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacte<J, That the council of the city of 
Washington shall consist of twelve members, residents of the city, and 
upwards of twenty-five years of age, to be divided into two chambers, 
the first chamber to consist of seven members, and the second chamber 
of five members; the second chamber to be chosen from the whole 
number of councillors elected, by their joint ballot. The city council 
to be elected annually, by ballot, in a general ticket, by the free white 
male inhabitants of full age, who have resided twelve months in the city, 
and paid taxes therein the year preceding the election's being held: the 
justices of the county of Washington, resident in the city, or any three 
of them, to preside as judges of election, with such associates as the 
council may, from time to time, appoint. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the first election of mem
bers for the city council shall be held on the first Monday in June next, 
and in every year afterwards, at such place in each ward as the judges 
of the election may prescribe. 

SEo. 4. And be it further enacted, That the polls shall be kept open 
from eight o'clock in the morning till seven o'clock in the evening, and 
no longer, for the reception of ballots. On the closing Qf the poll, the 
judges shall close and seal their ballot-boxes, and meet on the day fol
lowing in the presence of the marshal of the district, on the first election, 
and the council afterwards, when the seals shall be broken, and the 
votes counted: within three days after such election, they shall give 
notice to the persons having the greatest number of legal votes, that they 
are duly elected, and shall make their return to the mayor of the city. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the mayor of the city shall be 
appointed, annually, by the President of the United States. He must 
be a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the city, prior to his 
appointment. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That the city council shall hold 
their sessions in the city hall, or, until such building is erected, in such 
place as the mayor may provide for that purpose, on the second Monday 
in June, in every year; but the mayor may convene them oftener, if the 
public good require their deliberations. Three fourths of the members 
of each council may be a quorum to do business, but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day : they may compel the attendance .of 
absent members, in such manner, and under such penalties, as they may, 
by ordinance, provide: they shall appoint their respective presidents, 
who shall preside during their sessions, and shall vote on all questions 
where there is an equal division; they shall settle their rules of proceed
ings, appoint their own oflicers, regulate their respective fees, and 
remove them at pleasure: they shall judge of the elections, returns and 
qualifications of their own members, and may, with the concurrence of 
three fourths of_ the whole, expel any member for disorderly behaviour, 
or mal~conduct rn · office, but. not a second time for the same offence: 
they shall keep a journal of their proceedings, and enter the yeas and 
nays on any question, resolve or ordinance, at the request of any mem
ber, and th~ir delib_erations shall be public. T~e mayor shall appoint 
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to all offices under the corporation. All ordinances or acts passed by 
the city council shali be sent to the mayor, for his approbation, and 
when approved by him, shall then be obligatory as such. But if the said 
mayor shall not approve of such ordinance or act, he shall return the 
same within five days, witb his reasons in writing therefor; and if three 
fourths of both branches of the city council, on reconsideration thereof, 
approve of the same, it shall be in force in like manner as if he had ap
proved it, unless the city council, by their adjournment, prevent its return. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the corporation aforesaid 
shall have full power and authority to pass all by-laws and ordinances; 
to prevent and remove nuisances ; to prevent the introduction of con
tagious diseases within the city; to .establish night watches or patroles, 
and erect lamps; to regulate the stationing, anchorage and mooring of 
vessels; to provide for licensing and regulating auctions, retailers of 
liquors, hackney carriages, wagons, carts and drays, and pawnbrokers 
within the city; to restrain or prohibit gambling, and to provide for 
licensing, regulating or restraining theatrical or other public amusements 
within the city; to regulate and establish markets; to erect and repair 
bridges; to keep in repair all necessary streets, avenues, drains and sew
ers, and to pass regulations necessary for the preservation of the same, 
agreeably to the plan of the said city; to provide for the safe keeping 
of the standard of weights and measures fixed by Congress, and for 
the regulation of all weights and measures used in the city; to provide 
for the licensing and regulating the sweeping of chimneys and fixing 
the rates thereof; to establish and regulate fire wards and fire compa
nies; to regulate and establish the size of bricks that are to be made 
and used in the city ; to sink wells, and erect and repair pumps in the 
streets; to impose and appropriate fines, penalties and forfeitures for 
breach of their ordinances; to lay and collect taxes; to enact by-laws 
for the prevention and extinguishment of fire ; and to pass all ordinances 
necessary to give effect and operation to all the powers vested in the 
corporation of the city of Washington : Provided, that the by-laws or 
ordinances of the said corporation, shall be, in no wise, obligatory upon 
the persons of non-residents of the said city, unless in cases of in
tentional violation of by-laws or ordinances previously promulgated. 
All the fines, penalties and forfeitures, imposed by the corporation of 
the city of Washington, if not exceeding. twenty dollars, shall be reco
vered before a single magistrate, as small debts are, by law, recoverable; 
and if such fines, penalties and forfeitures exceed the sum of twenty 
dollars, the same shall be recovered by action of debt in the district court 
of Columbia, for the county of Washington, in the name of the corpo
ration, and for the use of the city of Washington. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That the person or persons ap
pointed to collect any tax imposed in virtue of the powers granted by 
this act, shall have authority to collect the same by distress and sale of 
the goods and chattels of the person chargeable therewith: no sale shall 
he made unless ten days previous notice thereof be given; no law shall 
be passed by the city council subjecting vacant or unimproved city lots, 
or parts of lots, to be sold for taxes. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That the city council shall provide 
for the support of the poor, infirm and diseased of the city. 

SEc. 10. Provided alwa_ys, and be it further enacted, That no tax 
shall be imposed by the city council on real property in the said city, 
at any higher rate than three quarters of one per centum on the assess
ment valuation of such property. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for two years, from the passing thereof, and from thence to the end of 
the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1802. 
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I. RESOLUTION, .0.uthoi·izing the Secretary of Stale to furnish tlic 3fembers rf boll, 
Houses with the Laws ?f the Sixth Congress. 

RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of lhe United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State 
be directed to cause to be furnished to each member of the two Houses 
of Congress, a copy of the laws of the sixth Congress. 

APPROVED, January 21, 1802. 

II. RESOLUTIONS, Expressing the sense of Congress on tl,e gallant conduct ?f 
Lieut. Sterret,-fhe rrfficcrs and crew of the United States schooner Enterprize. 

RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Represmtatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That they entertain a high 
sense of tlie gallant conduct of Lieutenant Stenet, and the other officers, 
seamen and marines, on board the schooner Enterprize; in the capture 
of a Tripolitan corsair, of fourteen guns and eighty men. 

Resolved, 'fhat the President of the United States be requested to 
present to Lieutenant Sterret, a sword, commemorative of the aforesaid 
heroic action; and that one month's pay be allowed to all the other offi
cers, seamen and marines, who were on board the Enterprize when the 
aforesaid action took place. 

APPROVED, February 3, 1802. 



ACTS OF THE SEVENTH CONG RESS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the second session, wliiclt was begun and held at the City 
ef Washington, in the District ef Columbia, on Monday, the sixth 
day of December, 1802, and ended on the third day of JJfarclt, 1803. 

Tno111As JEFFERSON, President; AARON BuRR, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; STEPHEN R. BRADLEY, 
President of the Senate pro tempore, on the 14th of January, 1803, 
and from the 3d of March, 1803; NATHANIEL MACON, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 
CHAP, 1.-An Act making a partial appropriation for tlte Naval Service, during Jan. 14, 1803. 

tlte ,year one tltousand eight ltundred and tltree. 

Be it enacted by tlw Sen~e and 1-Iousc of Representatives of the United [Obsolete.] 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated towards defray-
ing the expenses of the navy of the United States, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sum shall be 
paid, first, out of any balance remaining unexpended of former appro
priations for the same object; and secondly, out of any monies in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, .January 14, 1803. 

CHAP.IV.-An Act authorizing tlte sale rf a piece ef land, parcel rf t!te Navy 
Yard belonging to the United States, in Ch~rlestown, in tlte state if. Massa
clmsetts, to the proprietors of tfte Salem turnpike road and Cltelsea bridge cor
poration. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Fiouse of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered, by indenture of 
bargain and sale, in common form, to convey, in fee simple, to the pro
prietors of the Salem turnpike and Chelsea bridge corporation, by their 
proper name of incorporation, a certain piece of land, lying on the western 
corner, and being parcel of the navy yard belonging to the United 
States, in Charlestown, in the state of Massachusetts, containing fiftee~ 
square perches, or thereabouts, or so much thereof as is required to 
enable the said proprietors to lay out and make a turnpike road from 
Salem to Charlestown bridge, near Boston, according to the plan exhi
bited to Congress by the said proprietors. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall Le the duty of the 
said secretary, prior to the making the said conveyance, to cause the 
said piece of land to be valued by disinterested men, to be appointed in 
such manner as he shall agree with the said proprietors; the amount of 
which said valuation, being paid to the use of the United States, it shall 
then, and not before, be lawful for the said.secretary to make the afore
said conveyance. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1803. 
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CHAP, V.-.D.n .Bet to pr011ide for the granting of Clearances to ships or vessel~ 
owned by citizens of the United States, lying in the river Mississippi, .south of 
the southern boundary ef the United States, and therein to amend an act, intituled 
"..in act to regulate the collection of duties on imposts and tonnage," and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, shall be intended 
to be exported from any of the ports of the United States within the 
Mississippi, by the way of New Orleans, to any foreign port, the identity 
of such articles shall be ascertained and certified in the same manner 
by the proper officers as has been or hereafter may be provided, for the 
transportation of the same articles to any of the ports of the United 
States, without the Mississippi. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
collector of the customs for the district of Mississippi, to grant to any 
ship or vessel owned by citizens of the United States, laden with articles 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the said states, and actually 
lying in some part of the river Mississippi, south of the southern bound
ary of the United States, a clearance in the same manner as if such 
ship or vessel was lying within the said district, which clearance shall 
be of the form following, to wit: 

"District of Mississippi, to 
Port of Adams, 

These are to certify to all whom it doth concern, that master 
or commander of the burthen tons or thereabouts, 
mounted with guns (if any) navigated with men 
built, now lying in the river Mississippi, out of the limits of the United 
States, and bound for having on board (here specify 
the articles if required) being of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the United States, or (if no specification be required) being laden 
with articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, hath here cleared his said vessel according to law: 

Given under my hand and seal, at the custom-house of Fort Adams, 
this day of one thousand eight hundred and 
and in the year of the independence of the United States of 
America.'' 

Provided ncvertlteless, That such clearance shall not be granted until 
the identity of the articles laden on board such ship or vessel, as being 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, shall be 
established to the satisfaction of the said collector, either by the exhibi
tion of a certificate to that effect, from the consul, vice-consul, or other 
authorized agent of the United States, residing at or near New Orleans 
on the said river or otherwise: And provided also, that before the de
parture of such ship or vessel for any foreign port or place without the 
said river, it shall be the duty of the master or commander thereof, to 
exhibit such clearance to the said consul, vice-consul, or other authorized 
agent of the United States, who shall certify thereon under his consular 
seal, if he be satisfied that the state of the cargo at the time of such 
exhibition correspond therewith, that such is the case; or if the whole 
or any part thereof shall have been unladen, or otherwise changed, so 
as not to agree with the tenor of such clearance, he shall accordingly 
state the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtltei· enacted, That the consul, vice-consul, or 
other authorized agent of the United States, residing at New Orleans, 
or at such other place or deposit on the banks of the Mississippi, south 
of the southern boundary of the United States, as may be assigned by 
virtue of the treaty of San Lorenzo, shall be entitled to receive from the 
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captains or owners of American vessels, two dollars for each certificate 
he shall sign, certifying that the articles contained in such certificate, 
are of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States; and 
he shall also be authorized to employ a proper .person to attend to the 
landing and loading such articles, whose duty therein, and compensa
tion, shall be the same as those of an inspector of customs in one of the 
ports of the United States, which compensation shall be considered as a 
charge against the revenue, and defrayed by the collector for the district 
of Mississippi, out of the monies received by him on account of the 
duties on tonnage and merchandise. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1803. 

CHAP, VI.-Jln Jlct for the relief ef tlte sufferers by fire, in the town ef Ports
moutl,. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons who, being 
indebted to the United States, for duties on merchandise, have given 
bond therefor, with one or more sureties, payable to the collector 
for the district of Portsmouth, and who have suffered a loss of property 
by the late conflagration at that place, shall be, and they hereby are 
allowed to take up, or have cancelled, all bonds heretofore given for 
duties as aforesaid, upon giving to the said collector new bonds, with 
one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of said collector, for the sums 
of their former bonds respectively, payable in twelve months from and 
after the day of payment specified in the bonds to be taken up or 
cancelled as aforesaid; and the said collector is hereby authorized and 
directed, to give up or cancel, all such bonds upon the receipt of others 
as described in this act; which last mentioned bonds shall be proceeded 
with, in all respects, like other bonds which are taken by collectors for 
duties due to the United States: Provided however, that nothing in this 
act contained shall extend to bonds which had fallen due before the 
twenty-sixth day of December last. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1803. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP. VII.-J/n Jlet to provide for the due exewtion ef the laws ef the United :Feb. 19, 1803. 
States, within the state ef Oltio. 

WHEREAS, the people of the Eastern division of the territory northwest 
of the river Ohio, did, on the twenty-ninth day of November, one thou
sand eight hundred and two, forin for themselves a constitution and 
state government, and did give to the said state the name of the "State 
of Ohio," in pursuance of an act of Congress, intituled "An act to 
enable the people of the Eastern division of the territory northwest of 
the river Ohio, to form a constitution and state government, and for the 
admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original states, and for other purposes," whereby the said state has 
become one of the United States of America; in order therefore to 
provide for the due execution of the laws of the United States within 
the said state of Ohio: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives of the Untted 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the laws of the U mted 
States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and 
effect within the said state of Ohio, as elsewhere within the United States. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said state shall be one dis
trict, and be called the Ohio district; and a district court shall be held 
therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside in the said district, 
and be called a district judge. He shall hold at the seat of government 

VoL. Il.-26 
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of the said state, three sessions annually, the first to commence on the 
first Monday in June next, and the two other sessions progressively on 
the like Monday of every fourth calendar month afterwards, and he 
shall in all things have and exercise the same jurisdiction and powers 
which are by law given to the judge of the Kentucky district: he shall 
appoint a clerk for the said district, who shall reside and keep the records 
of the court at the place of holding the same, and shall receive for the 
services performed by him, the same fees to which the clerk of the 
Kentucky district is entitled for similar services. 

SEC. 3. Be it farther enacted, That there shaJl be allowed to the 
judge of the said district court, the annual compensation of one thou
sand dollars, to commence from the date of his appointment, to be paid 
cpiarter-yearly at the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed in the 
said district, a person learned in the law, to act as attorney for the United 
States, who shall, in addition to his stated fees, be paid by the United 
States, two hundred dollars annually, as a full compensation for all extra 
services. 

SEC. 5. And be it furthei· enacted, That a marshal shall be appointed 
for the said district, who shall perform the same duties, be subject to the 
same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees a:;" are 
prescribed to marshals in other districts, and shall moreover be entitled 
to the sum of two hundred dollars annually, as a compensation for all 
extra services. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1803. 

CHAP. VIII.-.9n Ji.ct making furllter provision for t!te expenses attending tl,e 
intercourse between t!te United States and foreign nations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum of two 
millions of dollars, in addition to the provision heretofore made, be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of defraying any 
extraordinary expenses which may be incurred in the intercourse be
tween the United States and foreign nations, to be paid out of any money 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, and to be applied under the 
direction of the President of the United States, who shall cause an 
account of the expenditure thereof to be laid before Congress, as soon 
as may be. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may, if he shall deem it necessary, and he hereby is authorized to 
borrow the whole, or any part of the said sum, at an interest not exceed
ing six per centum per annum, reimbursable before the year one thou
sand eight hundred and eleven: and it shall be lawful for the Bank of 
the United States to lend the whole, or any part of the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much as may be necessary 
of the surplus of the duties on imports and tonnage, beyond the perma
nent appropriation heretofore charged upon them by law, shall be, and 
hereby is pledged and appropriated for the payment of the interest, and 
reimbursement of the principal of all such monies as may be borrowed 
in pursuance of this act, according to the terms and conditions on 
which the loan or loans may be effected. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1803. 



SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. 9. 1803. 

{1HAP. lX.-Jln Act supplementary to the "act concerning Consiik and Vice-Con. 
suls, and for the f11,rther protection rif Jlmerican Seamen." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of tltc United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That before a clearance be 
granted to any vessel bound on a foreign voyage, the master thereof 
shall deliver to the collector of the customs, a list, containing the names, 
places of birth and residence, and a description of the persons who 
compose his ship's company, to which list the oath or affirmation of the 
captain shall be annexed, that the said list contains the names of his 
crew, together with the places of their birth and residence, as far as he 
can ascertain them, and the said collector shall deliver him a certified 
copy thereof, for which the collector shall be entitled to receive the sum 
of twenty-five cents; and the said master shall moreover enter into bond 
with sufficient security, in the sum of four hundred dollars, that he shall 
exhibit the aforesaid certified copy of the list to the first boarding officer, 
at the first port in the United States, at which he shall arrive on his re
turn thereto, and then and there also produce the persons named therein, 
to the said boarding officer, whose duty it shall be to examine the men 
with such list, and to report the same to the collector, and it shall be 
the duty of the collector at the said port of arrival, (where the same 
is different from the port from which the vessel originally sailed) to 
transmit a copy of the list so reported to him, to the collector of the 
port from which said vessel originally sailed : Provided, that the said 
bond shall not be forfeited on account of the said master not producing 
to the first boarding officer, as aforesaid, any of the persons contained 
in the said list, who may be discharged in a foreign country with the 
consent of the consul, vice-consul, commercial agent, or vice-commer
cial agent there residing, signified in writing, under his hand and 
official seal, to be produced to the collector with the other persons 
composing the crew as aforesaid ; nor on account of any such person 
dying or absconding, or being forcibly impressed into other service, of 
which satisfactory proof shall be then also exhibited to the collector. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of every 
master or commander of a ship or vessel, belonging to citizens of the 
United States, who shall sail from any port of the United States, after 
the first day of May next, on his arrival at a foreign port, to deposit his 
register, sea letter, and Mediterranean passport with the consul, vice
consul, commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, (if any there be at 
such port;) that in case of refusal or neglect of the said master or com
mander, to deposit the said papers as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay 
five hundred dollars, to be recovered by the said consul, vice-consul, 
commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, in his own name, for the 
benefit of the United States, in any court of competent jurisdiction; and 
it shall be the duty of such consul, vice-consul, commercial agent, or 
vice-commercial agent, on such master or commander producing to him 
a clearance from the proper officer of the port, where his ship or vessel 
may be, to deliver to the said master or commander all o( his ~aid papers: 
Provided, such master or commander shall have complied with the pro
visions contained in this act, and those of the act to which this is a 
supplement. 

SEc. 3. • And be it further enacted, That whenever a ship or vessel 
belonging to a citizen of the United States, shall be sold in a ~oreign 
country, and her company discharged, or when a seaman or manner, a 
citizen of the United States, shall, with his own consent, be discharged 
in a foreign country, it shall be the duty of the master or commander to 
produce to the consul, vice-consnl, commercial agent, or vice-commercial 
agent, thy list of his ship's company, certified as aforesaid; and to pay 

(a) See note to act of April l 4, 1792, chap. 24, vol. i. p. 254. 

203 

STATt'TE II. 
:Feh. 28, 1803. 

Act of April 
14, 1792, ch. 24. 
Act of' May 1, 
1810, ch. 44. 
Act of February 
28, 1811, ch. 28. 
Act of March 
3, 1817, ch. 
40. 

Masters of 
vessels to de
liver lists to the 
collectors of the 
ports whence 
they go from the 
U. States of their 
ship's compa
niest containing 
descriptions of 
their persons, 
&c. 

Certified co
pies to be de. 
livered to the 
masters: fees to 
be paid for 
them. 

Masters to en
ter into bonds, 
for what condi
tioned. 

Provisions in 
favor of the cap 
tains, 

Proofs of per. 
sons discharged 
in foreign ports, 
or persons dying 
to be cxhiuitcd 
to collectors. 

Masters of 
vessels belong
ing to U. States 
arriving in forM 
eign ports to de
liver to the con 
suls, &c. ther~ 
certain papers. 

Penalty for not 
doing it. 

Act of March 
3, 1817, ch. 40. 

Acts to be 
done upon the 
discharge of 
American sea~ 
men in foreign 
ports. 

Lists of the 
ship's company 
to be furnished 
to the consul. 



204 

Three months 
pay for every 
seaman dis
charged to be 
paid to the con
sul, two thirds 
of which to be 
paid by the con
sul to the sea
man. 

Residue to be 
retained by the 
consul to create 
a fund for the 
payment of the 
passages of sea
men to the U. 
States. 

Consuls, &c. 
to provide for 
destitute sea
men, &c. SUQ• 
sistence and 
passages to the 
U. States, sub
ject to the in
structions of the 
S ccretary of 
State. . 

Commanders 
of vessels re
quired to take 
auch on board 
if not more than 
two to every 
hundred tons. 

On terms not 
exceeding ten 
dollars each. 

Seamen, &c. 
to do duty if 
able. 

Penalty on the 
refusal of the 
captain or mas
ter. 

Act of E"eb. 
ruary 28, 18ll, 
ch. 28. 

Seventh and 
eighth sections 
of the act of 
April 14, 1792, 
ch. 24, concern
ing consuls and 
vice-consuls re
p(;aled. 

Secretary of 
State to reim
burse the con
suls, &c. 

Consuls, &c. 
may receive fif. 
ty cents for a 
certificate of 
discharge and 
two nnd a half 
per cent. on 
paying and re. 
ceiving the wa
ges of discharg. 
cd seamen info
reign ports. 

SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 9. 1803. 

to such consul vice-consul, commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, 
for every seam'an or mariner so discharged, being designated on such 
list as a citizen of the United States, three months pay, over and above 
the wages which may then be due to such mar!ner or seaman, two thirds 
thereof to be paid by such consul, or commercial agent, to each seaman 
or mariner so discharged, upon his engagement on bo_ar_d of ~ny vessel 
to return to the United States, and the other remammg third to be 
retained for the purpose of creating a fund for !he payment of the pass
acres of seamen or mariners. citizens of the Umted States, who may be 
d~sirous of returning to the· United ~tates, and for the _maintenance_ of 
American seamen who may be destitute, and may be m such foreign 
port, and the several sums retained for such fund shall be accounted 
for with the treasury every six months by the persons receiving the 
same. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
consuls, vice-consuls, commercial agents, vice-commercial agents of the 
United States, from time to time, to provide for the mariners and sea
men of the United States, who may be found destitute within their dis
tricts respectively, sufficient subsistence and passages to some port in the 
United States, in the most reasonable manner, at the expense of the 
United States, subject to such instructions as the Secretary of State 
shall give; and that all masters and commanders of vessels belonging to 
citizens of the United States, and bound to some port of the same, are 
hereby required and enjoined to take such mariners or seamen on board 
of their ships or vessels, at the request of the said consuls, vice-consuls, 
commercial agents or vice-commercial agents respectively, and to trans
port them to the port in the United States to which such ships or vessels 
may be bound, on such terms not exceeding ten dollars for each person, 
as may be agreed between the said master and consul, or commercial 
agent. And the said mariners or seamen shall, if able, be bound to do 
duty on board such ships or vessels according to their several abilities: 
Pi·ovided, that no master or captain of any ship or vessel shall be obliged 
to take a greater number than two men to every one hundred tons bur
then of the said ship or vessel, on any one voyage; and if any such 
captain or master shall refuse the same on the request or order of the 
consul, vice-consul, commercial agent or vice-commercial agent, such 
captain or master shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars 
for each mariner or seaman so refused, to be recovered for the benefit 
of the United States in any court of competent jurisdiction. And the 
certificate of any such consul or commercial agent, given under his hand 
and official seal, shall be prima facie evidence of such refusal in any 
court of law having jurisdiction for the recovery of the penalty aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it furthei· enacted, That the seventh and eighth sec
tion of the act, intituled "An act concerning consuls and vice-consuls," 
be and the same are hereby repealed; and that the Secretary of State 
be authorized to reimburse the consuls, vice-consuls, commercial agents 
or vice-commercial agents, such reasonable sums as they may ·heretofore 
have advanced for the relief of seamen, though the same should exceed 
the rate of twelve cents a man per diem. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for every consul, vice-consul, commercial agent and vice-commercial 
agent of the United States, to take and receive for every certificate of 
discharge of any seaman or mariner in a foreign port fifty cents; and 
for commission on paying and receiving the amount of wages payable 
on the discharge of seamen in foreign ports, two and a half per centum. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any consul, vice-consul 
com_mercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, shall falsely and knowinglf 
c~~tify, that proper~y belonging to foreigners is property belonging to 
citizens of the Umted States, be shall, on conviction thereof, in any 
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court of competent jurisdi~tion,. forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars, at the d1scret10n of the court, and be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding three years. 

SEc. S_. And be it jwther enacted, That if any consul, vice-consul, 
commercial agent or Vice-commercial agent, shall grant a passport or 
oth_e'. paper certifyin_g that any alien, knowing him or her to be such, is 
a c1t1zen of the Un!te? ~t~tes, he s_hall, on conviction thereof, in any 
court of competent 1unsd1ct10n, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars. 

SEC. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That all powers of attorney 
executed after the thirtieth day of June next in a foreign country for the 
transfer of any stock of the United States, or for the receipt of interest 
thereon, shall be verified by the certificate and seal of a consul, vice
consul, commercial agent or vice-commercial agent, if any there be at 
the place where the same shall be executed, for which the person giving 
the certificate shall receive fifty cents. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, X.-.lln .!let to prevent the importation rf certain persons into certain states, 
where, by the laws thereof, their admission is pro!tibited. (a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of April next, no master or captain of any ship or vessel, 
or any other person, shall import or bring, or cause to be imported or 
brought, any negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, not being a native, 
a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, or seamen natives 
of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, into any port or place of 
the United States, which port or place shall be situated in any state 
which by law has prohibited or shall prohibit the admission or importa
tion of such negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, and if any captain 
or master aforesaid, or any other person, shall import or bring, or cause 
to be imported or brought into any of the ports or places aforesaid, any 
of the persons whose admission or importation is prohibited, as aforesaid, 
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each and 
every negro, mulatto, or other person of colour aforesaid, brought or 
imported as aforesaid, to be sued for and recovered by action of debt, in 
any court of the United States; one half thereof to the use of the United 
States, the other half to any person or persons prosecuting for the penalty; 
and in any action instituted for the recovery of the penalty aforesaid, the 
person or persons sued may be held to special bail: Provided always, 
that nothing contained in this act shall be construed to prohibit the 
admission of Indians. 

S.ec. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That no ship or vessel arriving 
in any of the said ports or places of the United States, and having on 
board any negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, not being a native, 
a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, or seamen natives 
of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope as aforesaid, shall be ad
mitted to an entry. And if any such negro, mulatto, or other person of 
colour, shall be landed from on board any ship or vessel, in any of the 
ports or places aforesaid, or on the coast of any state prohibiting the 
admission or importation, as aforesaid, the said ship or vessel, together 
with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United 
States, and one half of the nett proceeds of the sales on such forfeiture 
shall inure and be paid over to such person or persons on whose infor
mation_ the seizure on such forfeiture shall be made. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors and other officers of the customs, and all other officers of the 
revenue of the United States, in the several ports or places situated as 
aforesaid, to notice and be governed by the provisions of the laws now 
existing, of the several states prohibiting the admission or importation 
of any negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, as aforesaid. And 
they are hereby enjoined vigilantly to carry into effect the said laws of 
said states, conformably to the provisions of this act; any law of the 
United States to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XI.-An Act to provide an additional armament for t!te protection ef the 
seamen and commerce nf the Uni:ted Stales. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Hou5e of Representatives 1if tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to cause 
to be built, or to be purchased ( if the exigencies of the service shall 
require it) four vessels of war, to carry not exceeding sixteen guns each; 
to be armed, manned and fitted out for the protection of the seamen and 
commerce of the United States in the Mediterranean and adjacent seas, 
and for other purposes, as the public service may require. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sum of ninety-six thou
sand dollars be, and hereby is, appropriated for the purpose aforesaid, 
out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to cause to be 
built, a number not exceeding fifteen gun boats, to be armed, manned 
and fitted out, and employed for such purposes as in his opinion the 
public service may require; and that a sum not exceeding fifty thou
sand dollars be, and hereby is appropriated for this purpose out of any 
monies in the treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

Ilcb. 28, !S03. CnAP. Xll.-.811 .IJ.cl for extending tile external commerce rf t!,e United States. 

[Obsolete.] Be it enacted b.11 the Senate and Ffousc of Representatives of tlte 

ST A1'U'rE II. 

Pcb. 28, 1803. 

[Obsolete.] 
Two teachers 

of music added 
to the artiller
ists. 

1802, ch. 9. 
A teacher of 

the French Ian. 
guage, and a 
teacher of draw
ing appointed to 
the corps of en
gineers. 

ll,tited States of Ameriw in Congress assonbled, That the sum of two 
thousand five hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the purpose of extending the external commerce of the United States, 
to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

AnRovEo, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XIII.-An Act in add;tio11 to an act, entituled ".IJ.n act fixing f!,e military 
peace cstablisliment ef //,e United Slates." 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be added to the 
regiment of artillerists, two teachers of music, whose pay, rations and 
clothing shall be the same as is by law allowed to the teachers of music 
in the regiments of infantry in the service of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint one teacher -of the 
French language, and one teacher of drawing, to be attached to the 
corps of engineers, whose compensation shall not exceed the pay and 
emolument of a captain in the line of the army. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commandinO' officer of 
the corps of engineers, be authorized to enlist for a term, n~t less than 
three _years, one artificer, and eighteen men, to aid in making practical 
expenme?ts and for other purposes :-to receive the same pay, rations 
and clo~l1111g as are allowed to the artificers and privates, in the army of 
the Umted S_tates; and the same bounty when enlisted for five years; 
and to be subject to the rules and articles of war. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to allow to the paymaster of the 
arn:iy, the ~djutant and inspector of t~e army, and the military agent at 
Philadelphia, such sums, not excecdmg in the whole three thousand 
dollars, for clerk hire, as their respective duties may, in his opinion, 
reasonably require. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XlV.-.!ln .flcl for continuing in force a law, inti'.tuled ".fln act for estab
lishing trading houses with the Indian tribes." 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and House of Representatives <if tlw 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a law passed on 
the eighteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, intituled "An act for establishing trading houses 
within the Indian tribes," and which law was revived and continued by 
another, passed on the thirtieth day of April, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and two, shall be, and the same is hereby 
farther continued for the term of two years, from the fourth day of 
March next, and from thence until the end of the next session of 
Congress. 

APPROVED February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XV,-.fl.n .flct in addition to an act, intituled ".fln act more ejfectuall.1/ to 
provide for the National defence, by establishing an uniform Militia througltout 
the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the 
duty of the adjutant-general of the militia in each state, to make return 
of the militia of the state to which he belongs, with their arms, accoutre
ments, and ammunition, agreeably to the directions of the act, to which 
this is an addition, to the President of the United States annually, on 
or before the first Monday in January in each year: and it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of War, from time to time, to give such directions 
to the adjutant-generals of the militia, as shall, in his opinion, be neces
sary to produce an uniformity in the said returns, and he shall lay an 
abstract of the same before Congress, on or before the first Monday of 
February, annually. 

S,rn. 2. And be it further enacted, That every citizen duly enrolled 
in the militia, shall be constantly provided with arms, accoutrements, and 
ammunition, agreeably to the direction of the said act, from and after 
he shall be duly notified of his enrolment; and any notice or warning to 
the citizens so enrolled, to attend a company, battalion, or regimental 
muster, or training, which shall be according to the laws of t~e state i_n 
which it is given for that purpose, shall be deemed a legal notice of his 
enrolment. 

SEc. 3. And be it fui·tlier enacted, That in addition to the officers pro
vided for by the said act, there shall be, to the militia of each state one 
quartermaster-general, to each brigade one quartermaster of brigade, 
and to each regiment one chaplain. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 
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SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. H.i, 17. 1803. 

CHAP, XVI.-.Bn .Bet sitpplementary to the act intititled ".Bn act providing pass
ports far the s!tips and vessels ef the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every unregistered ship 
or vessel owned by a citizen or citizens of the United States, and sailing 
with a sea-letter, going to any foreign country, shall, before sh~ departs 
from the United States, at the request of the master, be furmshed by 
the collector of the district where such vessel may be, with a passport 
of the form prescribed and established by the act to which this is a sup
plement, for which the master shall pay to the collector ten dollars, and 
be subject to the rules and conditions prescribed in the said act, for ships 
and vessels of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid on every 
such unregistered ship or vessel, sailing or trading to any foreign coun
try, other than some port or place in America, for each and every voyage, 
the same sum at the time of clearing outwards, to be received and ac
counted for in the same manner as is by said act required in cases of 
ships and vessels of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP,XVII.-.On .Oct making an appropriation for the support ef the Navy ef the 
United States, for the year one tlwusancl eight hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Repnscntatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 'rhat for defraying the 
expenses of the Navy of the United States, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and three, and for making good deficiencies for the 
same, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, the following 
sums, including therein the sum of one hundred thousand dollars already 
appropriated by the "act making a partial appropriation for the naval 
service during the year one thousand eight hundred and three," be, and 
they hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say : 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and the pay of the seamen, 
two hundred and eighty-three thousand nine hundred and ninety-three 
dollars. 

For provisions, one hundred and fifty-seven thousand three hundred 
and sixty dollars and twenty cents. 

For medicines, instruments, hospital stores, and all expenses on ac
count of the sick, seven thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of ordnance and other military stores, fifteen thou~ 
sand dollars. 

For the repairs of vessels, store rent, and other contingent expenses, 
one hundred and eighty-two thousand dollars. 

For completing the contracts made for the timber, ordnance, and 
other materials for the seventy-four gun ships, including their trans
portation, &c., one hundred and fourteen thousand four hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of erection of sheds and navy yards, including docks 
and other improvements, the pay of superintendents, store-keepers, clerks 
and labourers, forty-eight thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars 
and thirty-seven cents. 

For the pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 
for those on shore, and forage for the staff, sixty-four thousand and 
ninety-five dollars and sixty cents. 

For clothing and military stores for the same, sixteen thousand two 
hundred and twenty-three dollars and eighty-three cents. 
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For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all expenses on 
account of the sick of the marine corps, one thousand dollars. 

For quartermaster's and barrackmaster's stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, and other contingent expenses 
nine thousand four hundred and sixty-one dollars. ' 

'-!'o make go?d deficiencies in the appropriations for the navy of the 
Umted States, m the year one thousand eight hundred and two, that is 
to say: 

For pay and subsistence of the officers, the pay of the seamen, pro
visions, repairs and expen~es incurred in the year one thousand eight 
hundre_d and one, and wlnch have been paid out of an appropriation 
mad~ m the year on~ thousand eight hundred and two, including a 
deficiency for the service of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
two, one hundred and sixty-eight thousand four hundred and thirty-nine 
dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For salaries of superintendents of navy yards, store-keepers, and clerks, 
store rent, hire of labourers, &c., on account of expenses incurred in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and one, including a deficiency 
for the service of the year one thousand eight hundred and two, eight 
hundred and seventy-five dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

For navy yards, docks and wharves, eleven thousand five hundred 
and thirty-five dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

For medicines, medical services, and hospital stores for the marine 
corps, on account of expenses incurred in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and one, including a deficiency for the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and two, five hundred and ninety-six dollars and 
thirty-nine cents. 

For marine barracks, on account of expenses incurred in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and one, four hundred and one dollars and 
ninety-three cents. 

For the payment of a balance due the estate of John Habersham, late 
collector at Savannah, for naval materials ascertained at the treasury, 
for sundry payments made by him to John H. Morel, on the same 
account, including a commission on the said payments at one percent., 
sixteen thousand nine hundred and forty-eight dollars and thirty-seven 
cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of money 
herein specifically appropriated and amounting together to the sum of 
one million and ninety-eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven 
dollars and forty-six cents, shall be paid first out of the sum of one hun
dred thousand dollars already appropriated for the naval service during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and three, and secondly out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP, XVIII.-Jln ./Jct in addition to the act, intituled "Jln act concerning the ,·egis-
tering and ,·ecording of ships and vessels of the United States," and to the act, 
intituled "./ln act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and I-louse of Representatives of tlte 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That if any person 
shall knowingly make, utter, or publish any false sea letter, Mediterra
nean passport, or certificate of registry, or shall knowi?gly avail hi~self 
of any such Mediterranean passport, sea letter, or certificate of registry, 
he shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five thou_sand dollars,_ to be 
recovered by action of debt, in the name of the Umted St~tes, m any 
court of competent jurisdiction; and if an officer of the Umted States, 
he shall for ever thereafter be rendered incapable of holding any office 
of trust or profit, under the authority of the United States. 

VOL. TI.-27 s 2 

209 

Specific ap
propriations for 
the Navy of the 
U. States. 

Payment to the 
estate of John 
Habersham, for 
naval materials. 

Whence ihe 
appropriations 
are to be drawn. 

STATUTE II. 

March 2, 1803. 

Act of July 
31, 1789, ch, 5. 
Act of Decem
ber 31, 1792, ch. 
1. Act of 
March 2, 1799, 
ch. 22. • 

Penalty on 
forging sea let. 
ters, passports, 
&c. or using 
such. 

Officers dis
qualified there
by. 



:HO 

Comptroller of 
the treason' to 
cause blank.cer
tificates of re
gistry to be pro. 
vided with se
cret marks. 

'Which are to 
be exchanged 
[gratis] for old 
certificates of 
registry after the 
31st December, 
eighteen hun
dred and three. 

A duly regis
tered vessel sold 
out of the Uni
ted States to a 
citizen, to have 
the benefit of a 
vessel of the U, 
States under 
certain provi
sions. 

Power of the 
~ecretary of the 
Treasury to re
move disabili
ties, extended. 

STATUTE I!. 

March 2, 1803. 

[Obsolete.] 
• Specific ap

propriations. 

SEVEJ\TH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 19. 1803. 

Si,;c. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
comptroller of the treasury, to cause to be provided, blank certifi~ates 
of registry, with such water and other secret marks as he may direct, 
which marks shall be made known only to the collectors and their 
deputies, and to the consuls or commercial agenfs of the United States; 
and from and after the thirty-first day of December next, no certificate 
of registry shall be issued, except such as shall have been provided and 
marked as aforesaid; and the ships or vessels of the U nitcd States, 
which shall have been duly registered as such, shall be entitled to new 
certificates of registry (gratis) in exchange for their old certificates of 
registry; and it shall be the duty of the respecti_ve co_llectors, on the 
departure of any such ship or vessel, after the said tlmty-first day of 
December, from the district to which such ship or vessel shall belong, 
to issue a new certificate accordingly, and to retain and deface the 
former certificate. 

SEC. 3. Ancl be it further enacted, That when any ship or vessel, 
which has bee.n, or which shall be registered pursuant to any law of the 
United States, shall, whilst such ship or vessel is without the limits of 
the United States, be sold or transferred in whole or in part to a citizen 
or citizens of the said States, such ship or vessel, on her first arrival 
in the United States thereafter, shall be entitled to all the privileges and 
benefits of a ship or vessel of the United States : Provided, that all the 
requisites of law, in order to the registry of ships or vessels, shall he 
complied with, and a new certificate of registry obtained for such ship 
or vessel, within three days from the time at which the master or other 
person having the charge or command of such ship or vessel, is required 
to make his final report upon her first arrival afterwards as aforesaid, 
agreeably to the thirtieth section of the act, passed on the second day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, intituled "An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." And it 
shall be lawful to pay to the collector of the district within which such 
ship or vessel may arrive as aforesaid, the duties imposed by law on the 
tonnage of such ship or vessel, at any time within three days from the 
time at which the master or other person having the charge or com
mand of such ship or vessel, is required to make his final report as 
aforesaid, any thing to the contrary in any fortner law notwithstanding: 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
repeal, or in any wise change the provisions, restrictions or limitations 
of any former act or acts, excepting so far as the same shall be repugnant 
to the provisions of this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the power vested in the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to remove disabilities incurred under the act 
to which this is a supplement, and under the act, intituled "An act for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels, to be employed in the coasting 
trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same," shall extend to the 
remission of any foreign duties, which shall have been or shall be incur
red by reason of such disabilities. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP, XIX.-.Bn .B.ct making approprialirvnsfirr the support ef Government,for 
the yea1· one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of tlze United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, induding the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and officers; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
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the support of lighthonses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; and for Specific ap-
satisfying certain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and propriations. 
hereby arc appropriated ; that is to say: 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimating for 
sixty-two days continuance in the present session, and for twenty-seven 
days in the first session of the eighth Congress, one hundred and twenty
five thousand three hundred and forty-eight dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, nineteen thousand dol
lars. 

For the compensation to the President and Vice-President of the 
United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks, and persons 
employed in that department, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, 
twelve thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the 'l'reasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and forty-nine 
dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For expenses of translating foreign languages, allowance to the person 
employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, sta
tionery and printing, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the comptroller's office, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars 
and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the office of the auditor, 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the treasurer's office, three 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the revenue, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, six thousand two hundred and fifty-three 
dollars and six cents. 

For the expense of stationery and printing in the office of the commis
sioner of the revenue, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, (including books for the 
public stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine papers) in the 
reo-ister's office, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

"For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of clerks employed for the purpose of making 
drafts of the several surveys of lands in the territory of the United States 
northwest of the river Ohio, and in keeping the books of the treasury in 
relation to the sales of lands at the several loan offices, two thousand 
dollars. 

For fuel, and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating and ~rinting the 
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Specific ap- public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred and three, one 
propriations. thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps and charts for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employe~ to secure the build
ings and records in the treasury department, dunng the pre~ent year, 
including the expense of two watchmen, and for the repair of fire
engines, buckets, and so forth, one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of '\Var, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses in the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation of clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including a sum of seven hundred dollars, 
for compensations to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and for expense of stationery and fuel in the said office, 
three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including a compensation of five hundred and 
sixty-one dollars and fourteen cents to the clerk of the navy pension 

1799, ch. 40. fund for the years one thousand eight hundred, one thousand eight hun
dred and one, and one thousand eight hundred and two, nine thousand 
six hundred and seventy-one dollars and fourteen cents. 

F.or expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand seven 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of pne thousand one hundred 
dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed 
by tl1e act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, ten thousand four hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 

1799, ch. 40. including a deficiency of three hundred and forty-five dollars in the last 
year's appropriation, and a sum of three thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five dollars for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, thirteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expenses of fuel, candles, rent of a house for the messenger, sta
tionery, chests, &c. exclusive of expenses of prosecution, portmanteaus, 
mail locks, and other expenses incident to the department at large 
(these being paid for by the Postmaster-General, out of the funds of the 
office,) two th_ousand dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and an 
allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray the 
authorized expenses of the several. loan office!!, thirteen thousand dollars. 
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For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis-- Specific ap-
sioner of loans for the state of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the propriations. 

remov~I of the offices of the treasury department, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred, to the permanent seat of government, two thousand 
dollars. 

For extra expenses occasioned by the removal of the loan office of 
Pennsylvania to Germantown, during the prevalence of the yellow fever 
in Philadelphia, in t_he summer of one thousand eight hundred and two, 
four hundred and mnety-four dollars. 

For extra expenses occasioned by the removal of the office of pur
veyor of public supplies from Philadelphia, during the prevalence of the 
yellow fever, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, one hun
dred and thirteen dollars and fifty cents. 

For compensation to the snrveyor-general and the clerks employed by 
him, and for expense of stationery and other contingencies of the sur
veyor-general's office, three thousand two hunured dollars. 

For completing certain surveys of the lands of the United States, 
authorized by acts of Congress, including an allowance of five hundred 
dollars for transcribing plats of surveys near Vincennes, six thousand 
five hundred and forty-three dollars. 

For compensation to the following officers of the mint, ten thousand 
six hundred dollars, that is to say-

To the director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two, at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt

ing, coining, carpenter's, millwright's, and smith's work, including the 
sum of eight hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant coiner 
and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron _work, six 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar iron, 
lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, two thou
sand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expeqses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and 
which are of a nature according to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex- 1799, ch. 40. 
ceeding for each department, respectively, fifteen per centum, in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty-five 
dollars. 

For the compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associ~te 
judges, and district judges of the United States, including the chief 
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Specific :ip- justice and two associate judges of the district of Columbia, and lo the 
propriations. attorney-general, fifty-two thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For the like compensations granted to the several district attornies 
of the United States, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, cast and west Tennessee, and Ohio, 
one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties; and likewise, for defraying the expenses of prosecution for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
including an additional appropriation of three thousand seven hundred 
and two dollars and sixty-six cents, for completing the gaol in the city 
of \Vashington, forty-three thousand seven hundred and two dollars and 
~ixty-six cents. 

For the payment of sundry pensiolls granted by the late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For payment of the annuity granted to the children of the late Colonel 
John Harding, and Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of Congress, 
passed the fourteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred, six hundred 
dollars. 

For payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of the 
United States, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, 
ninety-three thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and for occa
sional improvement in the construction of lanterns and lamps, and other 
contingent expenses, fifty thousand nine hundred and seventy dollars 
and eighty-two cents. 

For rebuilding the lighthouse on the eastern end of New Castle 
island, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, 
five hundred dollars. 

For the erection of the lighthouse on Smith's Point, in addition to 
the sum heretofore ;ippropriatcd for that object, three hundred and fifty 
dollar:,. 

For the payment of a balance due on contracts for built.ling the light
house on Cape Hatteras, and beacon on Shell Castle island, and for a 
compensation to the persons who superintend and inspect the execution 
of the work, the balance of the former appropriation being carried to 
the credit of the surplus fund, one thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a lighthouse on New Point Comfort, in addition 
to the sum heretofore appropriated for that purpose, three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For erecting lighthouses and placing buoys in the sound between 
Long Island apd the Main, in addition to the sum heretofore appro
priated for that purpose, one thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, according 
to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of int~rcourse with foreign nations, seventy-five 
thousand five hundred and sixty-two dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners under the seventh article of the 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States 
and Great Britain, including half the compensation of the fifth commis
sioner, the salary of the as~essor to the commissioners, the half of ex-



SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 20. 1803. 

penses of the board, and the contingent expenses of the commissioners 
of the United States, twenty-five thousand five hundred and sixty-six 
dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For salaries of the agents of the United States in London and Paris 
expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of Great 
Britain, relative to captures of the vessels of the United States, and of 
defending American causes elsewhere, twenty-nine thousand dollars. 

For intercourse between the United States and Algiers, and other 
Barbary powers, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of obtaininO' 
further cessions of land from the Indian tribes, the sum of ten thousand 
dollars he, and the same is hereby appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlicr cnactccl, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act "making provision for 
the debt of the United States," and out of any money which may be in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP. XX.-.Bn .11.cl, more effecluall.'I to provide for the organization of the 
Militia ef the District ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted hy tlte Senate and [louse of Rrpresentativcs ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the President of the United States, whenever an increase of 
the militia of the territory, or other circumstance, shall in his opinion 
make it necessary, to lay off the said militia into additional companies, 
battalions, regiments, or legions and brigades, and shall appoint and 
commission, during pleasure, the proper officers for the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall, when he may deem it necessary, appoint the proper officers, 
to compose at least one troop of cavalry, one company of artillery, one 
company of light infantry, and one company of grenadiers or riflemen, 
to each legion, which officers shall proceed by voluntary enlistment, 
within their legion, to complete their company or companies with the 
le:ist possible delay, and every person belonging to the said companies 
shall wear, while on duty, such caps, or hats, and uniforms, to be pur
chased at their own expense, as the commanding officer of the brigade, 
to which they belong, shall determine on and direct; and the said com
panies shall perform the same routine of duty, and be subject to the same 
rules, regulations, penalties, and orders, as the rest of the militia; the 
President may, nevertheless, order them, or any of them, out on duty, 
as occasion, in his opinion, may require, by entire companies: that no 
person belonging to any battalion company, shall, under colour of enlisting 
into any company, to be made up by voluntary enrolment, be excused 
from doing duty in the infantry, and in the company in which he had 
been enrolled, or might be enrolled, until he shall have equipped himself 
for service, in such volunteer company, according to law, and shall have 
produced a certificate thereof, from the commanding officer of such 
company, to the commanding officer of the battalion ?ompa~y, to _which 
he did or might properly belong; and no person having enlisted 111 any 
volunteer company, shall be permitted to withdraw himself from the 
same, under the penalty of ten dollars, unless in c~se of removal_ from 
his legionary district, to be recovered as other fines imposed by this act, 
upon the evidence of the commanding officer of the company, from 
which he shall so withdraw; which commanding officer shall return all 
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such cases to the first battalion court of inquiry, that shall sit thereafter. 
And the commanders of the respective legions shall direct by order, to 
the different commanders of battalions, to what battalions the different 
volunteer companies shall be attached, and shall parade with on battalion 
duty; and shall direct how they shall be posted on legionary parades, 
unless differently ordered by the brigadier-general. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That where any battalion or com
pany districts, or alteration in districts actually laid off, may hereafter be 
found necessary, the commanding officers of legions shall assemble the 
commanding officers of battalions and companies at some fit and con
venient place, and may proceed to lay off or alter any such battalion or 
company districts, which districts shall in all cases be designated by 
certain lines and bounds, and recorded by the clerks of the respective 
courts of inquiry. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
commanding officers of the companies to proceed forthwith to divide 
their companies into divisions by ballot, from one to ten, for the purpose 
of a regular routine of duty when called into actual service, and to 
return a roster of each division, and its number or rotation, within 
fifteen days thereafter, to the commanding officer of his battalion, who 
shall forthwith transmit the same to the commanding officer of the 
regiment or legion, who shall direct the same to be recorded by the 
clerk of the court of inquiry. The same regulations shall be observed 
by every commanding officer of a company, battalion, and legion or 
regiment, on the subsequent enrolment of any person therein, unless 
such person shall produce a certificate of his having been before drawn 
for the above purpose, in which case he shall be enrolled accordingly; 
and any militia man removing out of the bounds of one company into 
another, shall apply to the commanding officer of the company to which 
he did belong, who shall give him a discharge, certifying the class where
in he was arranged, and whether he had pe~formed his tour of duty or 
not, and also the time and date of such service, which certificate the 
said militia man shall produce to the captain or commanding officer of 
the company into whose bounds he shall so have removed, within ten 
days after his settlement, and such officer is hereby required to enrol him 
in the numerical class specified therein, and every militia man so re
moving, and failing to produce such certificate, shall be arranged and 
enrolled in the class destined to perform the next tour of duty; and if 
any captain or commanding officer of a company shall refuse to grant 
such certificate upon application to him made for that purpose, he shall 
for such refusal, incur a penalty of thirty dollars, to be assessed and 
applied as other fines imposed by this act. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That each and every officer ap
pointed, or who may hereafter be appointed, and commissioned, in 
manner aforesaid, shall, previous to entering on the execution of his 
office, take the following oath, (to be administered by a justice of the 
peace, or the court of the county in which such officer resides) to wit: 
"I do swear that I will support the constitution of the 
United States, and faithfully discharge the duties of in 
the of the militia of the district of Columbia, to the 
best of my skill and judgment; so help me God." If the said oath be 
administered by a justice of the peace, it shall be his duty to certify the 
same to the court of his respective county, there to be entered of record 
by the clerk. 

SEc. 6. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the commanding officers of 
companies shall enrol every able-bodied white male, between the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five years, ( except such as are exempt from mili
tary duty by the laws of the United States) resident within his district; 
and that in all cases of doubt, respecting the age of any person enrolled 
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or intended to be enrolled in any company, the party questioned shall 
prove his age to the satisfaction of the legionary court of inquiry, within 
whose bounds he may reside; and it shall at all times hereafter be the 
duty of every such _captain or commanding officer of a company, to 
enrol every such white male, as aforesaid, and all those who shall, from 
time to time, arrive at the age of eighteen years, or being of the age of 
eighteen years, and under the age of forty-five years, ( except as before 
excepted,) shall come to reside within his bounds, and shall, without de
lay, notify such person of the said enrolment, by a proper non-commis
sioned officer, by whom such notice may be proved. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, upon complaint for misconduct, lodged with the department of 
war, in writing, by any one or more commissioned officers, may at his 
discretion cause to be arrested, any major-general or brigadier-general, 
and order a court martial to be composed of all the other general offi
cers, field officers, and captains, or so many of them (having regard to 
seniority) as shall amount to thirteen, in the militia of the territory; 
which court martial shall proceed in the same way, and under the same 
restrictions, as is hereafter provided for the trial of field officers. And 
any major-general or brigadier-general, for misconduct within their own 
knowledge, or upon complaint lodged in writing, by any commissioned 
officer, shall have power to arrest any lieutenant-colonel commandant, 
aid-de-camp, brigade inspector, and major, or any other inferior officer; 
and the commanding officer of the division or brigade, shall order a 
court martial, for the trial of such lieutenant-colonel commandant, aid
de-camp, brigade inspector, to be composed of one brigadier-general, 
and as many lieutenant-colonel commandants, majors, and captains, as 
shall make up a number not less than thirteen; and such courts martial 
shall proceed to hear and determine on all offences under this act, and 
may censure or cashier such officer; which sentence shall be final, 
when approved by the President of the United States. And any briga
dier-general, lieutenant-colonel commandant, or major, for misconduct 
in any captain or subaltern, within his own knowledge, or upon com
plaint lodged in writing, by any commissioned officer, may arrest such 
captain or subaltern; and the brigadier or commanding officer of the 
brigade, shall order a brigade court martial, for the trial of such captain 
or subaltern, to be composed of one or more field officers, and a suffi
cient number of captains and subalterns, to make up a number not 
less than thirteen; and such courts martial shall proceed to hear and 
determine on all offences under this ac,t, and may censure or cashier 
any officer so tried; which sentence shall be final, when approved by 
the President of the United States. And for obtaining the necessary 
evidences for the trials aforesaid, the President of the United States, or 
the presidin()' officer of the court martial, ( as the case may be) shall issue 
his summon~es; and every person so summoned, failing to attend and 
to give evidence, shall be subject to, and may be tried by a court martial; 
and if an officer, may at the discretion of a court martial, be c~shiered, 
or fined, not exceeding six months pay, as by law allowed; and 1f a non
commissioned officer, or soldier, or a person not enrolled, to be reported 
to the court of inquiry of the regiment, or legion, to which he shall be
long, or within whose bounds he shall_ reside, aud ~e ~hen subject to 
such fines and penalties as they may thmk proper to mfhct, not exceed
ing forty dollars. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That there shall be battalion cour.ts 
of inquiry, to be appointed by the commandin~ office: of the battal_ion, 
for the assessment of fines incurred under this act, m such battalion; 
and snch courts of inquiry shall be held in the months of May, August, 
and November, in each year, at some convenient place within the county, 
to consist of the commanding officer of the battalion, and the command-
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ing officers of companies, which shall belong, or to be attached to such 
battalion, or a majority of them, who shall take the following oath, to 
be administered by the presiding officer, and afterwards by any other 
officer of the court, to him. "I will truly and faithfully 
inquire into all delinquencies which appear on the returns, io be laid 
before me, and will assess the fines thereon, as shall seem just, without 
favour, partiality, or affection, so help me God." The presiding officer 
shall then lay before the said court, all the delinquencies, as directed by 
law, whereupon, they shall proceed to hear and determine. And there 
shall, moreover, be legionary courts of inquiry, for the assessment of 
fines incurred by the officers of the legion, and for other duties, required 
by this act, such courts of inquiry shall be held by the appointment of 
the commanding officer of the legion, in not less than ten, and not more 
than twenty days, after the battalion courts of inquiry, in every year; 
and moreover, one legionary court extraordinary, shall be, in like man
ner appointed, and held, during the month of March, in the present 
year, for the purpose of appointing the company musters of the year, 
and for appointing a clerk, provost marshal, and collector, as herein after 
directed, and for other duties, by this act prescribed; the said legionary 
courts of inquiry to consist of the commanding officers of the legion, 
battalions, and companies, or a majority of them, who shall take an oath, 
in manner and form, as prescribed above; the commanding officer of 
the legion shall then Jay before the said court, all delinquencies, directed 
by law, whereupon they shall proceed to hear and determine. It shall 
be the duty of the presiding officer, of every such court of inquiry, to 
return to the next legionary court of inquiry, all delinquent officers, 
failing to attend the preceding court, to be proceeded against according 
to law. The legionary court of inquiry may, for good cause shown, 
remit any fine imposed by the battalion court last preceding; the said 
court may also exempt any militia man from duty, on account of bodily 
infirmity, and may again direct such person to be enrolled, when able 
to do duty. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the respective legionary 
courts of inquiry, shall annually appoint by ballot, a clerk, and provost 
marshal, who shall attend the courts herein before directed to be held ; 
the clerk shall keep a fair record of the proceedings of such courts, as 
also of the roster returned by the several captains or commanding offi
cers of companies, for regular routine of duty, and shall make out for the 
collector, a fair list of all the fines assessed by the legionary and batta
lion courts, and one other list which shall be retained by the clerk, on 
which list the collector's receipts shall be taken : the said lists shall be 
made out and delivered to the collector in fifteen days after each legion
ary court of inquiry, and shall perform all ofher duties required by this 
act, and together with the provost marshal, shall receive such allowance, 
to be paid out of the fines, l\S the legionary court shall think reasonable. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That all fines incurred under the 
act of Congress, passed at their last session, empowering the President 
to organize the militia of the district of Columbia, and not then returned 
to the officers thereby authorized to collect the same, shall be returned 
to the first legionary court of inquiry which shall be held in the respec
tive counties, to be by them proceeded with as in the case of fines by 
this act assessed. 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a muster 
of each troop of cavalry and company of militia, comprehending the 
companies made up by voluntary enrolment, once in every month, except 
the months of January, February, March, May, October, and December, 
in each year, to be appointed by the respective legionary courts of in
quiry, at such places as may be deemed most convenient within the 
county, and that the time and place for the musters aforesaid, shall be 
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fixed by the first legionary court of inquiry, which is held next after the 
passing of this act, subject to such changes as future legionary courts of 
inquiry may think proper; and there shall be a muster for exercise and 
inspection of each battalion, in the month of May, in every year, to be 
appointed by the commanding officer of the brigade, to which such bat
talions respectively belong, at such places as he may think proper within 
the county. There shall also be a muster of each legion in the month 
of October, in each year, to be appointed by the commanding officer 
of the brigade, to which such legion belongs, at such place as he may 
think most convenient within the legionary district; which said com
pany, battalion, and legionary musters, sh(lll continue one day, and no 
longer; the time and pince of such legionary, company, and battalion 
musters, shall be notified to the commanding officers of legions, thirty 
days previous thereto; the commanding officers of legions shall give 
notice to the commanding officers of battalions, of such brigade, legion
ary, companies, and battalion musters, at least twenty days; the com
manding officers of battalions, to the commanding officers of companies, 
at least fifteen days; and the commanding officers of companies to their 
sergeants, at least ten days; and the sergeants to each person in his 
company, at least three days before such musters, respectively; the 
notices tQ be given by the commanding officers of brigades, legions, 
battalions, and companies shall be in writing, delivered to each person 
to be notified, or left at his usual place of abode, and every sergeant 
failing to give notice, agreeably to the orders of the commanding officer 
of his company, to each person therein, shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every offence, five dollars, to be assessed and recovered as other 
fines imposed by this act, nevertheless all notices publicly given by the 
commanding officers of companies, at their respective musters of any 
subseq11ent muster, shall be held and deemed as legal notice, as to all 
persons present at such musters. Every officer and soldier shall appear 
at his respective muster field, on the day appointed, by ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, armed and equipped. At every muster, the commanding 
officer of the company shall cause his roll to be called, and shall examine 
every person belonging thereto, and note down all delinquencies accru
ing therein, and shall personally inspect the arms, ammunition, and 
accoutrements, of all under his command, and make accurate return of 
the whole thereof, to the commanding officer of his battalion, in five 
days thereafter; and moreover, it shall be the duty of the commanding 
officers of companies, to have their companies respectively prepared, at 
the battalion musters, for inspection, by means of returns, the forms of 
which, to be furnished them by the brigade inspector, through the com
manding officers of the legion and battalion, to which they respectively 
belong, which returns shall be filed, ready to be delivered to the inspec
tor, as he shall commence the inspection of each company. And the 
commanding officers of legions and battalions shall, at their respective 
legionary and battalion musters, ( as the case may be) take notice of all 
delinquent officers, and shall lay the same, together with returns of de
linquencies, from the commanding officers of companies, before the 
courts of inquiry, appointed under this act to take cognizance of, and 
determine on them : and to each of the said returns, shall be annexed 
the followincr certificate, to wit: " I do certify, that 
the returns hereunto annexed, contain all the delinquencies which have 
occurred since my last return, having duly examined the same." 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That every commanding officer 
of a company shall, within five days after every battalion and legionary 
muster, make up and report to the commanding officer of his battalion, 
a return of his company, in such manner and form as shall be furnished 
by the adjutant, from time to time; it shall be the duty of commanding 
officers of battalions, to make like returns to the commanding officers 
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of legions, within five days thereafter, who shall cause the adjutant of 
his legion to make legionary returns to the brigade inspector, within ten 
days thereafter. . 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlter enacted, That each captam or commanding 
officer of a company, shall appoint to his company, four sergeants, four 
corporals, a drummer, and fifer, to be approved of by the commanding 
officer of his battalion : the appointment of such non-commissioned 
officers to be evidenced by warrant under the hand of the commanding 
officer of the battalion; and if any person so appointed and approved 
of, and having accepted, shall refuse or neglect to take upon him the 
duties of his appointment, or shall neglect or refuse to obey the orders 
of his superior officer, he shall for each offence forfeit and pay a sum, 
at the discretion of the court of inquiry, not exceeding ten dollars, to 
be assessed and applied as other fines imposed hy this act; and the com
manding officers of battalions shall have power to reduce to the ranks 
any non-commissioned officer, whom, on complaint made, and due notice 
given, he shall find guilty of misconduct, or neglect of duty. 

SEC. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That the commissioned officers 
of the several legions, shall meet once in every year, within their respec
tive legionary districts, for the purpose of being trained and instructed 
by the brigade inspector; the days and places of meeting to be fixed 
on by the commanding officer of the brigade to which the legions 
belong; the officers thus assembled, shall each continue three days, and 
no longer; every time they are so called out, the eldest officer present 
shall call the roll on each day, and report the delinquencies to the suc
ceeding legionary court of inquiry, and every officer failing to attend 
such meeting, on being summoned, not having a reasonable excuse, to 
be adjudged of by the court of inquiry, shall forfeit and pay, for each 
day he shall fail so to attend, ten dollars, to be appropriated as other 
fines are hy this act. 

SEC. 15. And be it furtlier enacted, That any officer who shall be 
guilty of disobedience, or other misbehaviour, when on duty, or shall 
at any time be guilty of any conduct, unbecoming the character of an 
officer, shall be put under arrest by his commanding officer, and tried 
as by this act is directed. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any non-commissioned 
officer or soldier, shall behave himself disobediently, or mutinously, when 
on duty, or before any court or board, directed by this act to be held, or 
shall leave the ranks without permission of his officer, on any occasion 
of parading the company to which he belongs, or appear drunk, or use 
any reproachful or abusive language to his officers, or any of them, or 
shall quarrel himself, or promote any quarrel among his fellow soldiers, 
the court or board may confine him for the day, or he shall be disarmed 
and put under guard, by order of the commanding officer present, until 
the company is dismissed, as tlrn case may be. And he shall moreover, 
be fined at the discretion of the court of inquiry, in any sum not ex
ceeding ten dollars, nor less than one dollar, to be appropriated as other 
fines imposed by this act. 

SEc. 17. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any bystander shall inter
rupt, molest, or insult any officer or soldier, while on duty at any muster, 
or shall be guilty of like conduct before any court or board, the com
manding officer, or such court or board, may cause him to be confined 
for the day. And that the commanding officer of each brigade, legion, 
battalion, or company, shall have power to fix certain limits to their re
spective parades, within which no spectator or bystander shall enter, 
without permission from the commanding officer, and if any person shall 
intrude or offend, he shall be liable to be confined during the day, in 
such manner as the commanding officer shall direct. 

SEc. 18. And be it furtlter enacted, That all commissioned officers 
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are required to appear in full uniform when on duty, and on failure, 
shall forfeit and pay five dollars for each offence, to be assessed and 
appropriated as other fines imposed by this act. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That a brigade inspector, to act 
as brigade major, and be commissioned with the rank of major, shall be 
appointed by the President of the United States; and the lieutenant
colonel commandants are hereby authorized to appoint a legionary staff, 
to consist of one adjutant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, to be taken 
from the officers of the line, and one surgeon, one surgeon's mate, and 
also, one sergeant major, one quartermaster''s sergeant, one drum major, 
and one fife major, which appointments shall be evidenced by warrants 
under the hand of the lieqtenant-colonel commandant, and it shall be 
the duty of the brigade inspector, to attend the brigadier-general when 
required to receive and execute all orders necessary to carry into effect 
the provisions of this law, and to attend the annual training of the 
officers, and at the several legionary and battalion musters, and he shall 
inspect the several battalions belonging to his brigade, to their respec
tive musters, and he shall take an accurate account, from personal 
inspection, of the quality of the arms and accoutrements, and whether 
the same are fit or unfit for service, and shall ascertain with precision 
the bores of muskets; and shall make annual returns in the month of 
June, of each year, of the state of the militia of the brigade to which he 
belongs, to the commanding officer of the brigade, to be by him reported 
to the President of the United States, and upon refusal or neglect, he 
shall be subject to a fine of thirty dollars, unless he can make a reason
able excuse to the commanding officer of the brigade. And it shall be 
the duty of the adjutant to attend and execute the orders of the com
manding officer of his legion, necessary to carry into effect the provisions 
of this law, and to attend the legionary and battalion musters, as also 
the meeting of the officers within his legion, and upon refusal or neglect, 
he shall be subject to a fine not exceeding fifteen dollars, nor less than 
five dollars, at the discretion of the legionary court of inquiry, unless he 
can make a reasonable excuse to the commanding officer of his legion; 
and it shall further be the duty of the adjutant to assist generally in the 
necessary training of the militia, and he, together with the brigade 
inspector, shall be allowed such compensation as the legionary courts 
of inquiry may, from time to time, think reasonable, to be paid out of 
the funds arising from fines. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That the following forfeitures 
and penalties shall be incurred for delinquencies, viz. By a lieutenant
colonel commandant, or commanding officer of a legion, for failing to 
take an oath to summon any court or board, or failing to give notice of 
a brigade, legionary or battalion muster; to report delinquencies, to make 
returns of his legion, shall for each and every such offence or neglect, 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding seventy dollars; for failing to send 
into service any militia legally called for, three hundred dollars. By a 
major, for failing to take an oath, to attend any court or board, to give 
notice of any brigade, legionary, or battalion muster, to examine his 
battalion, to report delinquencies, or to make any return, he shall forfeit 
and pay for each offence and neglect, a sum not exceeding thirty dollars; 
for failing to call forth his battalion with due despatch, any detachment 
of men or officers as shall be required from time to time by the com
manding officer of his legion, or any call from the President of the 
United States, one hundred and fifty dollars. By a captain for failing 
to take an oath, to attend any court, to enrol his men, to give notice of 
a brigade, legionary, or battalion muster, to attend any muster armed 
to cause his roll to be called, examine his company and report delin
quencies, or to allot his company into divisions, from one to ten, for a 
regular routine of duty, or to make any return as directed by this act, he 
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shall forfeit and pay for each and every offence and neglect, a sum not 
exceeding twenty dollars; failing to call forth such officers and men, as 
shall from time to time be legally called from his company, upon any 
call from the President of the United States, or failing on such occasions 
to repair to the place of rendezvous, he shall forfeit and pay seventy-five 
dollars. By a subaltern officer, for failing to take an oath, to attend any 
court or muster, armed as directed, for each and every such offence he shall 
forfeit and pay a sum, at the discretion of the court of inquiry, not 
exceeding ten dollars; failing to repair ti) the place of rendezvous, 
armed as required, when ordered upon any call from the President, he 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars, to be adjudged of and determined by 
the respective legionary courts of inquiry. By a non-commissioned 
officer or soldier, for failing to repair to his rendezvous when ordered 
upon any call from the President, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding fifty dollars, to be adjudged of and determined by the respec
tive battalion courtd of inquiry, and moreover shall be enrolled in the 
class destined to perform the next tour of duty: all officers failing as 
before mentioned, shall be subject to be arrested, tried, censured, or 
cashiered, at the discretion of the battalion courts of inquiry. Any 
non-commissioned officer or soldier failing to attend at his brigade, 
legionary, battalion, or company muster, armed and equipped as the law 
directs, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than seventy-five cents, nor 
more than five dollars, at the discretion of the battalion courts of inquiry. 
If any non-commissioned ollicer or private shall be returned as a delin
quent in not appearing, armed and accoutred as the law directs, the 
court of inquiry before whom the same shall be tried, may, if it appear 
reasonable, remit the fine incurred by him, provided every such delin
quent shall make it appear that he was unable to procure the legal equip
ment. Any private at or near the muster ground at any legionary, 
battalion, or company muster, who shall refuse or neglect to go into the 
ranks when re,p1ired, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars. 

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That the fines and penalties 
incurred by infants and apprentices, for the breach or neglect of their 
duty, in any particular service, by law required of them, shall be paid 
by the parent, guardian or master. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That the legionary court of 
inquiry shall, at their first meeting in each year, appoint by ballot, a 
collector, who shall proceed to collect all fines assessed by virtue of this 
act, as also, all fines incurred under the act of Congress, at their last 
session, empowering the President to organize the militia of the district 
of Columbia, not previously sent out for collection, upon a list thereof, 
certified by the clerk of the court of inquiry, and delivered to him in 
sixteen days after each legionary court of inquiry, who shall give his 
receipt therefor, and having deducted a commission of six per centum, 
shall account for, and pay the residue into the hands of the paymaster, 
in three months thereafter, and in case of default, to be recovered 
against the collector, by motion, in any court of record within said dis
trict, ten days notice of such motion being given to the collector, at the 
first legionary or regimental court of inquiry, after the time before 
limited, for accounting and paying to the paymaster as aforesaid, the 
fines collected by the collector, he shall make return, and report to said 
court of inquiry, of such fines as cannot be collected, by reason of the 
insolvency or want of effects of the delinquent or delinquents; and if 
the said collector shall fail to account for, and pay into the hands of the 
paymaster as aforesaid, in the time limited as aforesaid, all the residue 
of the fines by him collected as aforesaid, the whole amount of such 
fines, including his commission, shall be recovered against him, by mo
tion, in any court of record within this district, ten days previous notice 
of such motion being given to said collector, and if such collector shall 
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fail to make return and _report as aforesaid, of such fines as he shall be 
unable to collect by reason of the causes aforesaid, or shall make a false 
return and report of the same, the whole amount of the same shall be 
recovered of said collector, in like manner as if he had actually collected 
the same. And should any person so charged with fines, fail to make 
payment when called on, the collector is hereby authorized to make 
distress and sale therefor. The collector shall immediately after his 
appointment, and before he shall proceed to his collection, give bond and 
security for the faithful performance of his duty, in such penalty as the 
court of inquiry may think proper. 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That the fines thus paid into the 
hands of the paymaster by virtue of this act, shall be held as a fund for 
defraying the salaries of the officers and other persons herein mentioned, 
and the maintenance and instruction, and pay of musicians, and of 
equipping and furnishing the militia with standards and musical instru
ments, and uniforms in certain cases, with every other thing necessary; 
to be adjudged and determined by the legionary courts of inquiry, and 
all accounts passed by the said court, and certified by the lieutenant
colonel commandant, shall be sufficient to authorize the paymaster to 
pay the same; the paymaster shall keep a regular account of all monies 
received and disbursed by him on account of the legion, and shall once 
in every three months, render his accounts, and settle with the court of 
inquiry. The paymaster shall give bond and security, to be approved 
of by the court of inquiry, for the faithful performance of his duty, and 
shall be subject to the same mode of recovery for delinquency as is herein 
prescribed in the case of a delinquent collector, and shall be allowed a 
c9mmission of two and an half per centum on the several sums by him 
disbursed. 

SEc. :24. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the President of the United 
States be authorized and empowered, on an invasion, or insun·ection, 
or probable prospect thereof, to call forth such a number of militia, and 
from such county, and in such a manner, whether by routine of duty or 
otherwise, as he may deem proper ; and for the accommodation, equip
ment and support of the militia, so at any time to be called forth, the 
President of the United States may appoint such quartermasters, com
missaries, and other staff, as to him shall seem proper, and to fix their 
pay and allowances, and shall also take such measures for procuring, 
transporting and issuing all orders which may be necessary. Orders for 
the militia to be called forth as aforesaid, shall be sent to the command
incr officer of the district of Columbia, with a notification of the place or 
pl;ces of rendezvous, who shall immediately take measures for detaching 
the same, with the necessary number and ranks of officers, by detail 
and rotation of duty or otherwise, as he may be ordered. Whenever 
any militia shall be called forth into actual service as aforesaid, they 
shall be governed by the articles of war, which govern the troops of the 
United States. And courts martial shall be held as therein are directed, 
to be composed of militia officers only, for the trial of any person, in the 
militia, but to the cashiering of any officer, or capital punishment of 
any person, the approbation of the President of the United States shall 
be necessary; and when any militia shall be in actual service, they shall 
be allowed the same pay and rations as are allowed by law to the militia 
of the United States. If a sudden invasion shall be made into either 
county in this district, or in case of an insurrection in either county, the 
commandina- officer of the militia of the district, or of such county, is 
hereby auth~rized and required to order out the whole or such part of 
the militia, as he may think necessary, and in such manner as he may 
think best, for repelling or suppressing such invasion or insurrection; 
and shall call on the commanding officers of the adjacent counties for 
such aid as he may think necessary, who shall forthwith and in like 
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manner furnish the same; and in the event of any militia ordered o~t 
by the commanding officer of a county, or of the district as herein 
authorized, such officer shall immediately notify the same, and the cause 
thereof, to the commanding officer of th_e district, or to the President of 
the United States, as the case may require. 

SEC. 25. And be it furtlier enacted, That all arms, ammunition, and 
equipments of mi!itia, shall be exempted from execut_ion~ ~nd distress _at 
all times, and their persons from arrests and process m C1v1l cases, while 
going to, continuing at, or returning from musters, and while in actual 
service. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlter enacted, That the brigadier-generals are 
hereby empowered and authorized to employ some person within their 
respective districts, to convey all orders from them to the commanding 
officers of corps, respecting the militia of the district of Columbia, who 
shall be exempt from all other militia duty, and shall receive such com
pensation, as the legionary court of inquiry, in which district such orders 
may from time to time be delivered, shall think proper, on his producing 
to the court a certificate of his having discharged the said services. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That all non-commissioned 
officers and privates, belonging to battalion companies, shall appear 
while on duty, uniformly clothed, the colour and fashion of which uni
forms to be determined on for the respective legions, by the first legionary 
courts of inquiry which shall be held, and to be approved of by the briga
dier-general, provided the expense of the same, additional to that of 
usual, ordinary, and cheap clothing, does not exceed five dollars for each 
person; and every such non-commissioned officer, or drummer, or fifer, 
or private, appearing at any muster held after three months from the 
time that such uniforms shall have been determined on, and the order 
relative thereto shall have been published, in some newspaper within the 
legionaty district, and not wearing the same, shall be fined five dollars 
for each offence; unless he can make it appear to the satisfaction of the 
court of inquiry of the battalion to which he may belong, that he was 
unable to equip himself. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the respective courts of 
inquiry shall have power to cause to be bound for a term of years, to the 
se\·eral commandants of companies, battalions, and legions, and their 
successors in office, as the case may require, such number of boys and 
young men, with the consent of their parent or other person authorized, 
as they in their discretion may deem proper, for the purpose of being 
instructed in the different branches of military music, and of serving as 
musicians when they may be competent thereto, to the several companies, 
battalions, and legions; and the father of any youth who may be so 
bound, otherwise subject to be enrolled, shall be exempt from all duty 
in the militia, so long as his son so bound may continue to serve in the 
corps to which he would otherwise belong, as well during his apprentice
ship as thereafter; and the several legionary courts of inquiry shall 
make provision from time to time for the clothing, maintenance, and the 
properly instructing all such youths, to be paid from the fund arising 
from the fines imposed by this act; and the commanding officers of 
legions, shall cause the drummers and fifers and other musicians of their 
respective legions, to meet at the same times and places that commis
sioned officers are required to meet, for the purpose of being trained by 
the brigade inspector, or other officer, there to be instructed. in their 
respective branches of music, for which purpose the commanding officer 
of the legion may employ such person or persons as he may think pro
per and capable to instruct such drummers and fifers, and other musi• 
cia~s. The person so to be employed by the commanding officer of the 
legion, to b~ allowed such compensation as the legionary court of inquiry 
may authorize, and each drummer and fifer, and other musician, unless 
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an apprentice, shall be allowed during the time they are convened, one 
dollar per day, to be _paid out of the funds arising from fines. 

SEc. 529. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War shall 
cause a sufficient number of copies of this law, together with the act of 
Congress, more effectually to provide for the national defence, by estab
lishing an uniform militia throughout the United States; and the act of 
Congress for calling forth the militia to execute the Jaws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions; and the articles of war; to 
be printed and distributed throughout the territory of Columbia, so that 
every general and field officer therein, and every brigade inspector, and 
captain, be furnished with one copy each. 

ArrnovED, March 3, 1803. 

CnAP, XXI.-.Bn .I.let in addition to, and in modification ef, the proposition.~ con
tained in the act intitttled "..in act to enable the people of the Eastern division 
ef the terriloi·y northwest ef the rivci· Ohio, to form a Con.~titutirm and state 
government, and fm· tl,e admission ef sue!, state into the Union, 011 an equal 
footing with the original Stales, and for ollwr purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives ef tlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the following several 
tracts of land in the state of Ohio, be, and the same are hereby appro
priated for the use of schools in that state, and shall, together with all 
the tracts of land heretofore appropriated for that purpose, be vested in 
the legislature of that state, in trust for the use aforesaid, and for no 
other use, intent pr purpose whatever, that is to say: 

First-The following quarter townships in that tract commonly called 
the "United States military tract," for the use of schools within the 
same, viz. the first quarter of the third township in the first range, the 
first quarter of the first township in the fourth range, the fourth quarter 
of the first township and the third quarter of the fifth township in the 
fifth range, the second quarter of the third township in the sixth range, 
the fonrth quarter of the second township in the seventh range, the third 
quarter of the third township in the eighth range, the fir~t quarter of the 
first township and the first quarter of the third township in the ninth 
range, the third of the first township in the tenth range, the first and 
fourth quarters of the third township in the eleventh range, the fourth 
quarter of the fourth township in the twelfth range, the second and third 
quarters of the fourth township in the fifteenth range, the third quarter 
of the seventh township in the sixteenth range, and the first quarter of 
the sixth township and third quarter of the seventh township in the 
eighteenth range, being the one thirty-sixth part of the estimated whole 
amount of lands within that tract. 

Secondly-The following quarter townships in the same tract for the 
use of schools in that tract commonly called the Connecticut reserve, 
viz. the third quarter of the ninth township and the fourth quarter of 
the tenth township in the first range, the first and second quarters of the 
ninth township in the second range, the second and third quarters of the 
ninth township in the third range, the first quarter of the ninth township 
and the fourth quarter of the tenth township in the fourth range, the first 
quarter of the ninth township in the fifth range, the first and fourth 
quarters of the ninth township in the sixth range, the first and third 
quarters of the ninth township in the seventh range, and the fourth 
quarter of the ninth township in the eighth range. 

T!tirdly-So much of that tract, commonly ~alled the "Virginia 
military reservation," as will amount to one tlmty-s1xth part of the whole 
tract for the use of schools within the same, and to be i;elected by the 
Jegisiature of the state of Ohio, out of the unlo~a~e~ lands in that tract 
after the warrants issued from the state of V1rgmia shall have been 
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satisfied; it being however understood, that the donation is not to ex
ceed the whole amount of the above-mentioned residue of such unlocated 
lands, even if it shall fall short of one thirty-sixth part of the said tract. 

Fourthly-One thirty-sixth part of all the lands of the United States 
lying in the state of Ohio, to which the Indian title has not been ex
tinguished, which may hereafter be purchased of the Indian tribes by 
the United States, which thirty-sixth part shall consist of the section No. 
sixteen, in each township, if the said lands shall be surveyed in town
ships of six miles square, and shall, if the lands be surveyed in a differ. 
ent manner, be designated by lots. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall, from time to time, and whene\·er the quarterly accounts of 
the receivers of public monies of the several land-offices shall be settled, 
pay three per cent. of the nett proceeds of the lands of the United States, 
lying within the state of Ohio, which since the thirtieth day of June last 
have been, or hereafter may be sold by the United States, after deduct
ing all expenses incidental to the same, to such person or persons as may 
be authorized by the legislature of the said state to receive the same, 
which sums thus paid, shall be applied to the laying out, opening and 
making roads within the said state, and to no other purpose whatever; 
and an annual account of the application of the same shall be trans
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, by such officer of the state as 
the legislature thereof shall direct : and it is hereby declared, that the 
payments thus to be made, as well as the several appropriations for 
schools made by the preceding section, are in conformity with, and in 
consideration of the conditions agreed on by the state of Ohio, by the 
ordinance of the convention of the said state, bearing date the twenty
ninth day of November last. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sections of land hereto
fore promised for the use of schools, in lieu of such of the sections, No. 
16, as have been otherwise disposed of, shall be selected by the Secre
tary of the Treasury, out of the unappropriated reserved sections in the 
most contiguous townships. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That one complete township in 
the state of Ohio, and district of Cincinnati, or so much of any one 
complete township within the same, as may then remain unsold, together 
with as many adjoining sections as shall have been sold in the said 
township, so as to make in the whole thirty-six sections, to be located 
under the direction of the legislature of the said state, on or before the 
first day of October next, with the register of the land-office of Cincin
nati, be, and the same is hereby vested in the legislature of the state of 
Ohio, for the purpose of establishing an academy, in lieu of the township 
already granted for the same purpose, by virtue of the act intituled "An 
act authorizing the grant and conveyance of certain lands to John 
Cleves Symmes, and his associates: Provided, however, that the same 
shall revert to the United States, if, within five years after the passing of 
this act, a township shall have been secured for the said purpose, within 
the boundary of the patent granted by virtue of the above-mentioned 
act, to John Cleves Symmes, and his associates. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the attorney-general for the 
time being, be directed and authorized to locate and accept from the 
said John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, any one complete town• 
ship within the boundaries of the said patent, so as to secure the same 
for the purpose of establishing an academy, in conformity to the provi
sions of the said patent, and in case of non-compliance, to take, or direct 
to be taken, such measures as will compel an execution of the trust: 
Provided, however, that John Cleves Symmes and his associates shall be 
released from the said trust, and the said township shall vest in them, or 
any of them, in fee simple, upon payment into the treasury of the United 
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States, of fifteen thousand three hundred and sixty dollars, with interest 
from the date of the above-mentioned patent, to the day of such pay
ment. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXIII.-An Act concerning the insurance ef buildings, goods and furni
ture, in the county ef Alexandria, in the territory ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the two incor
porated bodies of the state of Virginia, the one known by the name of 
"The Mutual Assurance Society against fire on buildings, in the state 
of Virginia;" the other called "A Mutual Insurance Company against 
fire, on goods and furniture, in the state of Virginia," or either of them 
hereafter making insurances on buildings, goods or furniture, situated in 
the county of Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, according to the 
laws, rules and regulations, by which the said societies are or may be 
respectively governed in their insurances in that state, may have the 
same right and mode of recovery, in the circuit court of the county of 
Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, against any person so insuring 
his building, furniture, or property, as the case may be, situated in the 
county aforesaid, with either of the said societies, which might have 
been had against him or her, if the person so insuring was resident, and 
the building, furniture, or property, so insured, was situated in the state 
of Virginia. 

APPROVED, Match 3, 1803. 

CHAP, XXIV.-An .!Jct making appropriations for the Militar.1/ establishment of 
the United States, in the year one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the several 
expenses of the military establishment of the United States, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and three; for the Indian department, and 
for the erection of fortifications, the following sums be, and the same 
hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, two hundred and ninety
nine thousand one hundred and twenty-four dollars. 

For forage, four thousand and fifty-six dollars; 
For the subsistence of the officers of the army and the corps of 

engineers, twenty-nine thousand and eighty-six dollars and eighty-five 
cents. 

For the subsistence of non-commissioned officers and privates, one 
hundred and fifty-four thousand five hundred and forty dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For clothing, fifty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, eight thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, ten thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools, and transportation, and contingent 

expenses, fifty-eight thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, one hundred 

and nine thousand six hundred and ninety-six dollars and eighty-eight 
cents. 

For the Indian department, seventy-three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For purchasing maps, plans, books and instruments for the depart
ment of war and the military academy, two thousand dollars. 

For postage on letters on public service to and from the offices of 
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Specific ap- the adjutant and inspector and paymaster of the army, four thousand 
propriations. five hundred dollars. 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars, including any unexpended balance of former appro
priations for the same object, be, and the same_ herebf is appropriated 
fur defraying the expense of any treaty or treaties which may be held 
with the Indians : Provided, that the compensation to be allowed to 
any commissioner appointed or who may be appointed, for negotiating 
such treaties shall not exceed, exclusive of travelling expenses, the rate 
of eight dollars per day during the actual service of such commissioner. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged, first out of any balance 
remaining unexpended of former appropr~ati~ns for the same- objects 
respectively, and secondly, out of any momes m the treasury not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXV.-A11 .!I.ct for erecting a Lighthouse at the entrance of Penobscot Bay, 
01· any ollter place in its vicinity, t!tat may be deemed preferable by /1,e &crelary 
of the Treasury. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That as soon as a cession shall 
be made by the state of Massachusetts to the United States, of the juris
diction over the land proper for the purpose, the Secretary of the Trea
sury be; and he is hereby authorized to purchase so much land as may 
be necessary, and provide by contract, to be approved by the President 
of the United States, for building a lighthouse on Whitehead at the 
entrance of Penobscot bay, or any place in its vicinity, that may be 
deemed preferable by the Secretary of the Treasury, and to furnish the 
same with all necessary supplies; and also, to agree for the salaries or 
wages of the persons who may be appointed by the President for the 
superintendence and care of the same; and that the President be 
authorized to make the said appointments. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated and 
paid out of the monies arising from imports and tonnage, the sum of 
seven thousand dollars for the purpose of erecting the lighthouse as 
aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CuAr. XXVI.-.qn .!let lo make Beaufort and Passamaquoddy, ports of entry and 
delivery ; to make Easton and. Tiverton, ports qf delivery; and to aut!tcrrize tlte 
es!ablisltment of a new collection district on Lake Ontario. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and liouse of Representatives of the United 
States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That from and after the last 
day of June next, a district shall be formed from the district of New
bern, in North Carolina, to be called the district of Beaufort, which 
shall include the town of Beaufort, and all the water and shore north 
and east of the said town, to Harbor Island, and all the water and shore 
south and west of the said town, to. Dog Island, inclusive. And the 
town of Beaufort shall be the sole port of entry and delivery for the said 
district; and a collector for the said port shall be appointed, to reside 
and keep his office at the said town of Beaufort, who shall be entitled 
to receive, in addition to the fees and other emoluments established by 
law, the annual salary of two hundred dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said 
thirtieth day of June, Easton, in the district of Oxford, in the state 
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of Maryland, and Tiverton, in the district of Newport, and state of 
Rhode Island, shall be ports of delivery, and a surveyor shall be appointed 
to each; each of whom shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the 
fees and emoluments already allowed by law, a salary of two hundred 
dollars per annum. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to establish, when it shall appear to him 
to be proper, in addition to the port of entry and delivery already 
established on Lake Ontario, one other port of entry and delivery on 
the said lake, or on the waters or rivers emptying therein, and to 
appoint a collector of the customs, to reside and keep an office thereat. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said thir
tieth day of June next, such place within the district of Passamaquoddy, 
in the state of Massachusetts, as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
direct, shall be a port of entry and delivery, (at which place the collector 
shall reside) as well for foreign as for vessels of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP.XXVII.-An.llclregulating the grants rf land, and providing fur ilte dis
posal ef the lands qf the United Stales, sout!t ef the state of Tem,essce.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person or persons, 
and the legal representatives of any person or persons, who were resident 
in the Mississippi territory on the twenty-seventh day of October, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and who had prior to 
that day obtained, either from the British government of West Florida 
or from the Spanish government, any warrant or order of survey for 
lands lying within the said territory, to which the Indian title had been 
extinguished, and which were on that day actually inhabited and culti
vated by such person or persons, or for his or their use, shall be con
firmed in their claims to such lands in the same manner as if their titles 
had been completed: Pronided, lwwei•cr, that no such incomplete title 
shall be confirmed, unless the person in whose name such warrant or 
order of survey had been granted, was at the time of its date either the 
head of a family, or above the age of twenty-one years. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to every person, or to the 
legal representative or representatives of every person who, being either 
the head of a family, or of twenty-one years of age, did on that day of 
the year seventeen hundred and ninety-seven, when the Mississippi 
territory was finally evacuated by the Spanish troops, actually inhabit 
and cultivate a tract of land in the said territory, not claimed by virtue 
either of the preceding section, or of any British grant, or of the articles 
of a<rreement and cession between the United States and the state of 
Geo;gia, the said tract of land thus inhabited and cultivated, shall be 
granted: Provided, however, that not more than one tract shall be thus 
granted to any one person, and the same shall not contajn more than 
six hundred and forty acres: And provided also, that this donation shall 
not be made to any person who claims any other tract of land in the 
said territory by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, or order of survey. 

SEC, 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person, and the legal 
representatives of every person, who being the head o'. a fa':1ily, o~ abov_e 
the age of twenty-one years, doth at the tim? of passmg ~his act, ml~ab1t 
and cultivate a tract of land in the said terntory, not clanned by virtue 
of the preceding sections of this act, or of any British grant, or of the 
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articles of agreement and cession above-mentioned, shall be entitled to 
a preference in becoming the purchaser from the United States, of such 
tract of land, at the price at which the other lands of the United States 
in the said territory, are by this act directed to be sold; and payment 
may be made therefor in the same manner, and under the same con
ditions, as directed by this act for such other lands: Provided, ltowever, 
that no interest shall be charged upon any of the instalments until they 
respectively become payable. . 

SEc. 4. And be it Jurtlter enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States within the Mississippi territory, two land-offices 
shall be established in the same, one at such place in the county of 
Adams, as shall be designated by the President of the United States, 
for the lands lying west of "Pearl river," sometimes called "half-way 
river;" and one at such place in the county of "\Vashington, as shall be 
designated by the President of the United States, for the lands lying 
east of Pearl river: and for each of the said offices, a register and 
receiver of public monies shall be appointed, who shall give security in 
the same manner, and in the same sums, and whose duties and authority 
shall in every respect be the same in relation to the lands which shall 
be disposed of at their offices, as are by law provided in relation to the 
registers and the receivers of public monies in the several offices 
established for the disposal of the lands of the United States, north of 
the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person claiming lands 
by virtue of any British grant, or of the three first sections of this act, 
or of the articles of agreement and cession between the United States 
and the state of Georgia, shall, before the last day of March in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and four, deliver to the register of the land
office, within whose district the land may be, a notice in writing, stating 
the nature and extent of his claims, together with a plot of the tract or 
tracts claimed, and shall also, on or before that day, deliver to the said 
register, for the purpose of being recorded, every grant, order of survey, 
deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of his claim, and the same 
shall be recorded by the said register, in books to be kept for that pur
pose, on receiving from the parties at the rate of twelve and a half cents, 
for every hundred words contained in such written evidence of their 
claim; and if such person shall neglect to deliver such notice in writing, 
of his claim, together with a plot as aforesaid, or cause to be recorded 
such written evidence of the same, all his right, so for as the same is 
derived from the above-mentioned articles of agreement, or from the 
three first sections of this act, shall become void, and for ever thereafter 
be barred ; nor shall any grant, order of survey, deed, conveyance, or 
other written evidence, which shall not be recorded as above directed, 
ever after be considered or admitted as evidence in any comt in the 
United States, against any grant derived from the United States. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the register of the land
office in Adams county, and two other persons who shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States alone, shall for the lands lying 
west of Pearl river, and the register of the land-office of Washington 
county, together with two other persons who shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States alone, shall for the lands lying east of 
Pearl river, respectively be commissioners, for the purpose of ascertain
ing the rights of persons claiming the benefit of the articles of agreement 
and cession between the United States and the state of Georgia, or of 
the three first sections of this act; and the said commissioners shall, 
previous to entering on the duties of their appointment, respectively 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, before some person 
qualified to administer the same: "I do solemnly swear 
( or affirm) that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties im-



SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. 27. 1803. 

posed upon me, by an act of Congress, intituled •An act regulating the 
grants of land and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the state of Tennessee,' to the best of my skill and 
judgment." And it shall be the duty of the said commissioners to 
meet in the county of Adams, and in Washington county aforesaid, 
respectively, on or before the first day of December next, and they shall 
not adjourn to any other place, or for a longer time than three days, 
until the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and four, and 
until they shall have completed the business of their appointment. And 
each board, or a majority of each board, shall, in their respective dis
tricts, have power to hear and decide iu a summary manner, all matters 
respecting such claims, also to administer oaths and examine witnesses, 
and such other testimony as may be adduced, and to determine thereon 
according to justice and equity; which determination, so far as relates 
to any rights derived from the articles of agreement above mentioned, 
or from the three first sections of this act, shall be final; and for the 
safe keeping of the papers and evidence produced and recording their 
proceedings, the said boards, respectively, shall have power to appoint a 
clerk, whose duty it shall be to euter in a book to be kept for that pur
pose, perfect and correct minutes of the proceedings, decisions, meetings 
and adjournments of the boards, together with the evidence on which 
such decisions are made; which books and papers,on the dissolution of 
the boards, shall be transmitted to, and lodged in the office of the Secre
tary of State; and on or before such clerk's entering on the duties of 
his office, he shall take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, 
to wit: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm as the case 
may be) that I will truly and faithfully enter and record all minutes, 
proceedings and decisions of the board of commissioners for the county 
of appointed under and by virtue of an act of the United 
States, intituled 'An act regulating the grants of land, and providing 
for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the state of 
Tennessee,' and well and faithfully do and perform all other acts and 
things in the said act pointed out as the duty of a clerk of the said 
board," which oath shall be entered on the minutes of the board; and 
when it shall appear to them that the claimant is entitled to a tract of 
land under the articles of agreement and cession with Georgia aforesaid, 
in virtue of a British or Spanish grant legally and fully executed, they 
shall give a certificate thereof, describing the tract of land and the grant, 
and stating that the claimant is confirmed in his title thereto by virtue 
of the said articles; which certificate, being recorded by the register of 
the land-office, whose duty it shall be to record the same in a book to be 
kept by him for that purpose, shall amount to a relinquishment for ever, 
on the part of the United States to any claim whatever to such tract of 
land: and when it shall appear to the said commissioners that the claim
ant is entitled to a tract of land by virtue of a settlement under the 
Bourbon act of Georgia, recognized in the said articles of agreement 
and cession, or of either of the two first sections of this act, they shall 
give a certificate thereof, stating the circumstances of the case, and that 
the claimant is entitled to receive a patent for such a tract of land by 
virtue of this act which certificate being duly entered with the register 
of the land-offic;, on or before the first day of January, eighteen hun
dred and five, shall entitle the party to a patent for the said tract, which 
shall issue in like manner as is provided by this act for the other lands 
of the United States, without the p,uty paying any thing therefor, except 
the surveying expenses and the fees of office. And w?en it shall_ appear 
to the said commissioners that the claimant is entitled to a nght of 
pre-emption by virtue of the third section of this act, they shall giv~ a 
certificate thereof, directed to the register of the land-office; which 
certificate being duly entered with the register of the land-office, on or 
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before the first dav of January, eighteen hundred and five, shall entitle 
the party to become a purchaser of such tract of land: Provided, that 
he shall, prior to the first day of January, eighteen hundred and six, also 
produce a receipt from the treasurer of the United States, or from the 
receiver of public monies, for at least one fourth part of the purchase 
money, and also for the payment of the surveying expenses; and the 
party shall, upon payment in full of the purchase money, on which, if 
any of the three last payments shall be made in advance, he shall be 
allowed the same discount allowed in similar cases by this act, be enti
tled to receive a patent, which shall issue in like manner, and on payment 
of the same fees as are provided by this act for the other lands of the 
United States; but if such person shall neglect to enter his certificate, 
on or before the first day of January, eighteen hundred and five, or to 
make such first payment as above provided; his right of pre-emption 
shall cease and become void: P1·01,idcd also, and it is further enacted, 
that whenever a tract of land to which any person might be entitled by 
virtue of the three first sections of this act, shall also be claimed by th9,. 
holder of a British patent, legally and fully executed, and duly recorded 
in conformity to the provisions of this act, who is not confirmed in his 
claim by the articles of agreement above mentioned, the commissioners 
shall, in the certificate granted to the person claiming the land by virtue 
of this act, state the existence of the adverse claims, in which case the 
party shall not be entitled to a patent, unless he shall have obtained in 
his favour a judicial decision in a court having jurisdiction therein, and 
for every certificate so granted by the boards respectively, the clerk of 
the board granting the same, shall be entitled to demand and receive of 
the party to whom the same is granted, the sum of two dollars. 

SEc. 7. And be it furth-,r enacted, That the commissioners aforesaid 
shall, on or before the first day of December, one thousand eight hun
dred and four, make to the Secretary of the Treasury, a full report of 
all the British grants legally and fully executed, which have been duly 
recorded in conformity to the provisions of this act, the title of which is 
not confirmed to the holders thereof, by the articles of agreement above 
mentioned, stating the present situation ef the lands, the date of such 
grants, the conditions annexed thereto, and how for the same have been 
fulfilled, together with such other remarks thereon as they may think 
proper; which report shall be laid before Congress at their next session, 
and the lands contained in such grants shall not be otherwise disposed 
of, until the end of one year after that time. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the five millions 
of acres reserved for that purpose by the articles of agreement above 
mentioned, as may be necessary to satisfy the claims not confirmed by 
that agreement, which are embraced by the two first sections of this act, 
or which may be derived from British grants for lands which have not 
been rcgranted by the Spanish government, be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated for that purpose; and so much of the residue of the said 
five millions of acres or of the nett proceeds thereof as may be neces
sary for that purpose, shall be, and is hereby-appropriated, for the pur
pose of satisfying, quieting and compensating, for such other claims to 
the lands of the United States south of the state of Tennessee, not 
recognized in the above-mentioned articles of agreement, and which are 
derived from any act or pretended act of the state of Georgia, which 
Congress may hereafter think fit to provide for; provided,however, that 
no other claims shall be embraced by this appropriation, but those, the 
evidence of which shall have, on or before the first day of January next, 
been exhibited by the claimants to the Secretary of State, and recorded 
in books to be kept in his office for that purpose, at the expense of the 
party exhibiting the same, who shall pay to the person employed by the 
Secretary of State for recordin~ the same, at the rate of twelve and an 
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half cents for every hundred words contained in each document thus 
recorded; nor shall any grant, deed, conveyance, or other written evi
dence of any claim to the said lands, derived, or pretended to be derived 
from the state of Georgia, and not recognized by the above mentioned 
articles of agreement, ever after be admitted or considered as evidence 
in any of the courts of the United States, unless it shall have been 
exhibited, and recorded, in the manner and within the time above men
tioned; and provided also, that nothing herein contained, shall be con
strued to recognize or affect the claims of any person or persons, to any 
of the lands above mentioned; and provided also, that no certificate 
shall be granted for lands lying east of the Tombigby river, nor for 
lands situated without the boundary lines established by treaty between 
the United States and the Choctaws, made the seventeenth day of 
October, in the year eighteen hundred and two. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney-General for the time being, 
be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to receive such proposi
tions of compromise and settlement, as may be offered by the several 
companies, or persons claiming public lands in the territory of the 
United States, lying south of the state of Tennessee, and west of the 
state of Georgia; and report their opinion thereon to Congress at their 
next session. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That a surveyor of the lands of 
the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, shall be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to engage a sufficient number of skilful surveyors 
as his deputies, and to cause the lands above mentioned, to which the 
titles of the Indian tribes have been extinguished, to be surveyed and 
divided in the manner hereafter directed, and to do and perform all 
such other acts, in relation to the said lands, as the surveyor-general is 
authorized and directed to do in relation to the lands lying northwest 
of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of the river Kentucky. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the lands for which certifi
cates of any description whatever, shall have been granted by the com
missioners in pursuance of the provisions of this act, shall, as soon as 
may be, be surveyed under the direction of the surveyor of the lands 
of the United States above mentioned, in conformity to the true tenor 
and intent of such certificates; and the said surveyor shall also cause 
all the other lands of the United States, in the Mississippi territory, to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished, to be surveyed as far as 
practicable, into townships, and subdivided into half sections, in the 
manner provided for the surveying of the lands of the United States, 
situate northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of the Kentucky 
river, and shall transmit to the registers of the land-offices respectively, 
general and particular plots of all the lands surveyed as aforesaid, and 
shall also forward copies of the said plots to the Secretary of the Trea
sury; and he shall also, with the approbation of the said secretary, fix 
the compensation of the deputy surveyors, chain carriers, and axe men: 
Provided, that the whole <:xpense of surveying and marking the lines 
shall not exceed four dollars for every mile that shall be actually run, 
surveyed and marked: And provided, that the expense of surveying 
those tracts of land, to which the title of the claimants is confirmed by 
the articles of agreement, or by the two first sections of this act, and 
those tracts claimed under British grants, a return of which is to be 
mad_e to Congress, shall not be advanced by the United States, but shall 
be paid to the deputy surveyor by the parties claiming the same; and 
that in relation to all the land sold by the United States, the purchaser 
shall make the same payment for surveying expenses, which is directed 
by law to be made for lands sold north of th_e river Ohio. . 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That all the lands aforesaid, not 
V or.. II.-3() • µ 2 
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otherwise disposed of, or excepted by virtue of the preceding sections 
of this act, shall, with the exception of the section number sixteen 
which shall be reserved in each township for the support of school~ 
within the same, with the exception also of thirty-six sections to be 
located in one body by the Secretary of the Treasury for the use of 
Jefferson College, and also with the exception of such town lots not 
exceeding two in the t_own of Natchez, and of such an outlot adjoining 
the same, not exceedmg thirty acres, as may be the property of the 
United States, to be located by the governor of the Mississippi territory, 
for the use of the said college, be offered for sale to the highest bidder 
under the direction of the governor of the Mississippi territory, of th~ 
surveyor of the lands of the United States, above mentioned, and of the 
register of the land-office at the places respectively, where the land
offices are ~ept, and on such day or days as shall, by a public proclama
tion of the President of the United States, be designated for that pur
pose. The sales shall remain open at each place for three weeks and 
no longer; and all lands, other than the section number sixteen, remain
ing unsold at the closing of the public sales, may be disposed of at pri
vate sale by the registers of the respective land-offices in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, for the same price, and on the same 
terms and conditions as is provided by law, for the sale of the lands of 
the United States, north of the river Ohio, by an act, intituled "An act 
to amend the act intituled, An act providing for the sale of the lands of 
the United States in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the 
mouth of Kentucky river:" Provided always, that tbe lands which may 
he sold at public sale by virtue of this act, shall not be sold for less than 
two dollars per acre, and shall in every other respect be sold on the 
same terms and conditions as was provided for the lands sold at public 
sale, by the last-recited act. And patents shall be obtained for all lands 
granted or sold in the Mississippi territory in the same manner and on 
payment of the same fees as is provided for lands sold north of the river 
Ohio, by the said last-recited act: Provided, however, that evidences of 
the public debt of the United States shall not be received in payment 
for the purchase of said lands. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the registers of the land
offices, and the receivers of public monies, appointed in pursuance of 
this act, shall receive the same fees and compensation as the registers 
and receivers of the land-offices north of the river Ohio, and the regis
ters shall also be entitled to receive twenty-five cents for entering each 
certificate granted by the commissioners above mentioned. The sur
veyor of the lands of the United States, appointed in pursuance of this 
act, shall receive an annual compensation of fifteen hundred dollars, and 
shall be allowed not exceeding two clerks, whose whole compensation 
shall not exceed one thousand dollars per annum. The commissioners 
appointed to ascertain the rights of persons claiming the benefit of the 
articles of agreement above mentioned, and of this act shall receive each 
a compensation of two thousand dollars for the whole of their services, 
the registers of the land-offices excepted, ~ho shall receive only five 
hundred dollars each, for their services as commissioners; the clerks of 
the boards of commissioners a compensation not exceeding seven hun
dred and fifty dollars each; and the superintendents of the public sales 
shall receive six dollars each, for each day's attendance on the said sales. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall have full power to appoint and commission the surveyor, 
registers of the land-offices, and receivers of public monies above 
mentioned, in the recess of Congress, and their commissions shall con
tinue in force until the end of the session of Congress next ensuing such 
nppointment. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
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thousand dol!ars b~, and _the same is hereby appropriated for the pur
pose of carrymg tlus act mto effect; which sum shall be paid out of any 
unappropriated monies in the treasury. 

SEc_ 16. And be it further enacted, That the nett proceeds of the 
lands which may be sold by virtue of this act, after deducting the sur
veying expenses and other expenses incident to the sale thereof, shall 
and the same are hereby appropriated in the first place, towards payini 
to the state of ~eorgia a sum of one mi)lion two hundred and fifty thou
sand dollars, m pursuance of the articles of agreement and cession 
entered into between the Uuited States and that state; and the Secre
~ary of the Trea~ury is h~reby authorized and directed to pay accord
mgly, and from time to time, as the same shall be received in the trea
sury of the United States, so much of the said nett proceeds as will 
amount to the said sum of one million two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That all navigable rivers within 
the territory of the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, shall 
be deemed to be and remain public highways. 

A PP ROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CttAP. XXVlll.-An Act concerning the Salt Springs on the waters ef the Wa
bash river. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose 
of procuring articles necessary to the establishment of salt works, at the 
springs near the Wabash river, which have been ceded to the United 
States, by certain Indian tribes, the sum of three thousand dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any unappro
priated money in the treasury, and under the direction of the President 
of the United States, who is hereby authorized to cause the said springs 
to be worked at the expense of the United States; or, if he shall deem 
it more proper, to lease the same for a term not exceeding three years, 
on such conditions as will insure the working the same most extensively, 
and to the most advantage to the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXIX.-An Act concerning the City ef Washington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the superintendent of the 
city of Washington shall be, and he hereby is allowed as a compensa
tion for his services, a salary of one thousand two hundred dollars, 
annually. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor of the city shall 
receive as a compensation for his services, an allowance of three dollars 
for every day during which he shall be actually employed. 

SEc. 3. And be it furMer enacted, That the following sums be, and 
the same hereby are appropriated for defraying the expense in relation 
to the said officer$, that is to say : 

For the salary of the superintendent for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and three, including an allowance at the same rate for six 
months of the preceding year, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For clerk hire in his office, five hundred dollars. 
For the wages of the surveyor, one thousand dollars. 
For a messenger to both offices, and also to attend the surveyor m 

the field, two hundred dollars. 
For fuel, stationery and other contingent expenses of both offices, two 

hundred dollars. 
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SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the several appr·opriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of any monies in 
the hands of the said superintendent arising out of the city funds. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars shall be, and is hereby appropriated, to be applied 
under the direction of the President of the United States, in such repairs 
or alterations in the Capitol and other public buildings as may be neces
sary for the accommodation of Congress in their future sessions, and 
also for keeping in repair the highway between the Capitol and other 
public buildings; which sum shall be paid out of any money in the 
treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXX.-.1.ln .I.let to revive and continue in force, an act in addition lo an 
act intituled ",l.1n act in addition to an act regulating the grants ef land app,·o
priated for Militar_y SC'rvices and for the ~ociel_y ef the United Bretltren for 
propagating tlte Gospel among /1,e Ileatl,en, and for otlter purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the first section of an 
act in addition to an act intituled "An act in addition to an act regu
lating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the 
society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the 
heathen," approved the twenty-sixth of April, eighteen hundred and two, 
be, and the same is hereby revived and continued in force until the first 
day of April next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, and 
he hereby is authorized, from and after the first day of April next, to 
issue warrants for military bounty lands to the two hnndred and fifty
four persons who have exhibited their claims, and produced satisfactory 
evidence to substantiate the same to the Secretary of War, in pursuance 
of the act of the twenty-sixth of April, eighteen hundred and two, inti
tuled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act in addition to an 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and 
for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among 
the heathen." 

SEc. 3. And be it fm·ther enacted, That the holders or proprietors 
of the land warrants issued by virtue of the preceding section, shall and 
may locate their respective warrants only, on any unlocated parts of the 
fifty quarter townships and the fractional quarter townships which had 
been reserved for original holders, by virtue of the fifth section of an 
act intituled "An act in addition to an act intituled An act regulating 
the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the society 
of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen." 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby authorized to issue land warrants to Major General 

• La Fayette, for eleven thousand five hundred twenty acres, which 
shall, at his option, be located, surveyed and patented, in conformity 
with the provisions of an act intituled "An act regulating the grants of 
land appropriated for military services, and for the society of the United
Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen," or which may 
he received acre for acre, in payment for any of the lands of the United 
States north of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the unappropriated lands 
within the military tract, shall be surveyed into half sections, in the 
manner directed by the act intituled "An act to amend the act intituled 
An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in the 
territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river;" and that so much of the said lands as lie west of the eleventh 
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range within the said tract, shall be attached to, and made a part of the 
district of Chilicothe, and be offered for sale at that. place, under the 
same regulations that other lands are within the said district. 

SEc. U. And be it further enacted, That the lands within the said 
eleventh range, and east of it, within the said military tract, and all the 
lands north of the Ohio company's purchase, west of the seven first 
ranges, and east of the district of Chilicothe, shall be offered for sale 
at Zanesville, under the direction of a register of the land-office and 
receiver of public monies to be appointed for that purpose, who shall 
reside at that place, and shall perform the same duties and be allowed 
the same emoluments as are prescribed for and allowed to registers and 
receivers of the land-offices by law. 

SEc. 7. And be it furlhcr enacted, That all persons who have obtained 
certificates for the right of pre-emption to lands by virtue of two acts, 
the one intituled "An act giving a right of pre-emption to certain per
sons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes, or his associates 
for lands lying between the Miami rivers in the territory of the United 
States northwest of the Ohio," and the other "An act to extend and 
continue the provisions of the said act, passed on the first day of May, 
eighteen hundred and two," and who have not made the first payment 
therefor, before the first day of January last, shall be allowed until the 
tenth day of April next to complete the same; and that all persons who 
have become purchasers of land by virtue of the aforesaid acts, be, and 
they are hereby allowed until the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
and five, to make the second instalment; until the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and six, to make their third instalment; and until the 
first clay of January, eighteen hundred and seven, to make their fourth 
and last instalment; any thing in the acts aforesaid, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That where any warrants granted 
by the state of Virginia, for military services, have been surveyed on the 
northwest side of the river Ohio, between the Sciota and the little Miami 
rivers, and the said warrants, or the plqts and certificates of survey 
made thereon, have been lost or destroyed, the persons entitled to the 
said land may obtain a patent therefor, by producing a certified dupli
cate of the warrant from the land-office of Virginia, or of the plat and 
certificate of survey from the office of the surveyor in which the same 
is recorded, and giving satisfactory proof to the Secretary of War, by 
his affidavit or otherwise, of the loss or destruction of said warrant, or 
plat and certificate of survey. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXI.-.811 .!let for the relief rf Insolvent Debtors within the District 
rf Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repi·esentatives of the 
United States of America in. Congress assembled, ~h~t. any debto'. w~o 
now is, or may hereafter be, m actual confinement m Ja~I,_ m !he d1~~nct 
of Columbia, at the suit of any creditor, may apply by pet1t10n m wntmg, 
to any one of the judges of the circuit ~ourt ~f the distr_ict of Columbia, 
and offer to deliver up, for the use of his creditors, all h(s property, real, 
personal and mixed, to which he is in any _mann~r ent1t)ed, a s_chedule 
whereof, on oath or affirmation, together with a list of h1~ ~red1t?rs, ~s 
far as he can ascertain them, shall be annexed to and exh1b1ted with his 
petition; and thereupon the said judge sha\l direct notice of such a~pli
cation to be published in some of the public newspapers, for such time 
as he may think proper, which notice shall likewise requi~e the. attend
ance of the creditors at the courthouse of the county, m which the 
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petitioning debtor is confined, and at such time_ as the said judge may 
appoint• and it shall be the duty of the said Judge, and of the clerk, 
of the ~ounty, to attend at the time and place appointed; and on the 
appearance of the creditors, ~ither in person or by attor~ey'. agreeably 
to the notification, or on their neglect to appear, the said Judge shall 
administer to the debtor the following oath : "I, A. B. do swear ( or 
solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm,) that I will deliver up, 
convey and transfer, for_the use_of my c~editors, all ~1y property that I 
have any title to or claim any mterest m, whether 111 possess10n, re
mainder or reversion~ and all claims, rights and credits that I have or 
am in any manner entitled to; and that I have not at any time given, 
sold, conveyed, lessened or disposed of for the use or benefit of myself, 
or any other person or persons, any part of my mon~y or other property, 
claims, rights or credits, thereby to defraud my creditors, or any of them, 
or to secure the same with a view or expectation to receive any profit, 
benefit or advantaO"e thereby," and the said judge shall thereupon appoint 
such person, as a ':najority of the creditors in value, their agents or attor
nies then present, shall recommend, to be a trustee, for the benefit of 
the creditors of the petitioning debtor; or in case of non-attendance of 
the creditors, or of their not making a recommendation, the said justice 
shall name such person as he shall think proper, to be a trustee as 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it jurtlter enacted, That before the said trustee shall 
proceed to act, he shall give bond to the United States in such penalty 
and with such security as the said judge shall approve, conditioned for 
the faithful performance of his trust, which shall be recorded in the 
clerk's office of the county in which the proceedings are had'; and a 
certified copy thereof shall be received as evidence in any court of law 
in the United States; and the said bond may be sued in the name of 
the United States, for the use of any person or persons who may con
ceive him or themselves aggrieved by the negligence or misconduct of 
the trustee. And in case of the death or refusal to act of any trustee, 
the said judge may appoint another in his place, who shall give bond in 
manner as aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That upon the petitioning debto1~s 
executing a deed or deeds to the said trustee, conveying all his property, 
real, personal and mixed, and all his claims, rights and credits, agreeably 
to the oath or affirmation of the said debtor, and on delivering all his 
said property which he shall have in his possession, together with his 
books, papers and evidences of debts of every kind, to the said trustee, 
and the said trustee's certifying the same to the said judge in writing, 
it_ shall be lawful for the said judge to make an order to the marshal, 
jailer or keeper of the prison, in which said debtor is then confined, 
com1:llanding that the said debtor shall be thenceforth discharged from 
his imprisonment; and he shall be immediately discharged, and the 
said order shall be a sufficient warrant therefor: Provided, that no 
person who has been guilty of a breach of the laws, and who has been 
imprisoned for or on account of the same, shall be discharged from im
prisonment: And provided likewise, that any property which the debtor 
may afterwards acquire, (except the necessary wearing apparel and bed
ding for his family, and his tools, if a mechanic or manufacturer,) shall 
be liable to the payment of his debts, any thing herein to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said judge may allow 
such petitioning debtor and his family, to retain their necessary wearing 
apparel and bedding, and if the said debtor be a mechanic or manufac.
turer, he may likewise retain the tools of his trade. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said jud.ge may direct 
the trustee to sell and convey the property of the petitioning debtor, at 
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such time, and on such terms and conditions as he shall deem most to 
the advantage of the creditors, and the product thereof, after satisfying 
all incumbrances and liens, shall be divided among the creditors in pro
portion to their respective claims: and no process against the real or 
personal property of the debtor shall have any effect or operation, except 
process of execution, and attachments in the nature of executions, which 
shall have been put into the hands of the marshal antecedent to the appli
cation. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That every trustee may sue for, in 
his own name, any property or chose in actioq assigned to him by 
virtue of this act. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any creditor, at any time 
within two years after the application of such debtor, shall allege in writ
ing, to the circuit court of the district of Columbia, or at any other 
court of the United States, within whose jurisdiction such debtor may 
be found, that such debtor had at the time of his application as afore
said, directly or indirectly conveyed, lessened or disposed of any part of 
his property, rights or credits, with intent to defraud his creditors, or 
had at any one time within twelve months next preceding said applica
tion, lost by gaming more than three hundred dollars, or had assigned 
or conveyed any part of his property, rights or credits, with intent to 
give a preference to any creditor or creditors, or any surety, the said 
court shall thereupon order notice of such allegation to be given in 
writing to the debtor, and upon his appearance before them, or on his 
neglect to appear, after proof that notice has been served, the said court 
shall, within a reasonable time, examine the debtor or any other person, 
upon interrogatories on oath, touching the substance of the said allega
tions, or may direct an issue or issues to be tried in a summary way, 
without the form of an action, to determine the truth of the same ; and 
if upon the answer to the said interrogatories, or upon the trial of the 
issue or issues, such debtor shall be found guilty of any fraud or deceit 
towards his creditors, or of having lost by gaming as aforesaid, or of 
having given any preference as aforesaid, he shall be precluded from 
any benefit under this act; and in case such debtor, or any other, testi
fying either for or against him, shall at any time thereafter be convicted 
of falsely, wilfully and corruptly swearing or affirming to any matter or 
thing in virtue of this act, he shall suffer as in the case of wilful perjury, 
and upon such i;onviction of the debtor, or any other person testifying 
for him, he shall be for ever precluded from any benefit under this act. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every judge charged with 
t)le execution of this act, may, in the respective cases which may be 
brought before him, allow the trustee a commission not exceeding eight 
per centum for his trouble, on the amount of debts paid by him; and 
if any complaint shall be made to the said judge of the misconduct of 
any trustee by any creditor, or by the debtor, the said judge may call 
such trustee before them, and inquire into the cause of complaint, and 
may make such rules and orders as he may think proper for the accom
plishment of the object of the trust, and may in his discretion remove 
such trustee and appoint another in his place. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the acting judge may by 
order, limit and appoint a time for creditors to bring in and exhibit their 
claims to the trustee, and if the said trustee should think proper to con• 
test any claim exhibited against the debtor, it shall be his duty to report 
the same to the judge having cognizance of the case, who may examine 
the creditor and debtor upon oath respecting the same, and may submit 
to a jury, such issues as shall be proper to settle the points in contest, 
or may appoint two indifferent persons to act as arbitrators between the 
parties, with a power, if they differ, to choose an umpire, and a decision 
thus made shall be final between the parties; and the said justice may 
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order any part of the debtor's estate to be set apart, and retained fo, 
the eventual satisfaction of any contested claim, or to be brought again 
into distribution; and if any creditor to whom a debt is due, shall collude 
with a debtor to gain an undue preference, or for the concealment of 
any part of the debtor's estate or effects, or shall contrive or concert any 
acknowledgment of the debtor by parol, or in writing, to give false 
colour to his claim, such creditor shall lose the whole of his debt. 

SEc. 10. Andbeit [further] enacted, That if any debtor who shall have 
been relieved under this act, shall be arrested or imprisoned on any 
process sued out on aµy judgment or decree, obtained against him for 
any debt, damages, or costs contracted, owing or growing due before 
his discharge as aforesaid, the court before whom such process shall be 
returned or returnable, or any judge thereof, shall discharge such debtor; 
and if any such debtor shall be arrested or imprisoned on any process 
for the recov~y of any debt, damages, or costs contracted, owing or 
growing due before his discharge as aforesaid, the court before whom 
such process shall be returned, or returnable, or any judge thereof, shall 
discharge such debtor out of custody, on his common appearance being 
entered, without special bail: Provided, and it is the true intent and 
meaning of this act, that no discharge whatever under this act shall be 
construed or taken as a discharge of any other person from any debt, 
contract or engagement of any kind or nature soever. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That when the acting judge 
shall, as above prescribed, give to the marshal an order for the discharge 
of a debtor, it shall be the duty of the said judge to lodge with the clerk 
of the county in which the discharge shnll take place, a certificate in 
the following words, to wit. "I do hereby certify, that I have this day 
ordered the marshal of the district of Columbia, to discharge from im
prisonment A. B. an insolvent debtor, agreeably to 'the act of the Con
gress of the United States, intituled 'An act for the relief of insolvent 
debtors within the district of Columbia,'" which said certificate shall be 
recorded by the said clerk, and a copy thereof under seal, shall be 
received in evidence, in any court of law in the United States. 

SEC. 12. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any judge before whom 
the operation of this act in any particular case shall have been com
menced, shall die, resign his office or become disqualified, the procee~
ings !flay be completed by any other judge of the said court, in the same 
manner as if they had been originally commenced before him. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the application of the 
debtor, the appointmeut of a trustee, the deed from the debtor to the 
trustee, the several claims exhibited to the trustee, and the amount of 
sales of the debtor's property shall be transmitted to and recorded by 
the clerk of the county in which the debtor was confined at the time of 
his application; copies of which, under seal, shall be received as evi
dence in any court of law in the United States, and the clerk shall 
receive the same fees as are fixed by law for tlte like services in other 
cases, to be paid by the trustee out of the first proceeds of the debtor's 
estate that may come into his hands. 

SEc. 14. And be it jiirthcr enacted, That no discharge of an insol
vent debtor under this act shall have greater effect in any particular 
state than if such debtor had been discharged under the insolvent debt
or's law of any other state. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the circuit court of the 
district of Columbia shall, by a general order to be entered on the 
records of the said court, fix the daily allowance for the support and 
maintenance of prisoners in execution for debt or damages in civil suits, 
which allowance the said court may, by a like general order, increase 
or diminish from time to time, as circumstances may require. And no 
person taken in execution for debt or damages in a civil suit, shall be 



SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 3:2. 18G3. 

detained in prison therefor, unless the creditor, his agent or attorney, 
shall, after demand thereof by the marshal, pay or give such security as 
he may require, to pay such daily allowance, and the prison fees: Pro
vided, that a release from prison for want of such payment or security, 
shall not discharge the debt; but the body of the debtor shall never be 
again taken in execution therefor. 

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That the said court may cause 
to be marked and laid out, reasonable bounds of the prisons in the said 
district, to be recorded in the same court; and from time to time, may 
renew, enlarge, or diminish the same. And ev.ery prisoner not com
mitted for treason or felony, giving such security to keep within the 
said bounds, as any judge of the said court shall approve, shall have 
liberty to walk therein, out of the prison, for the preservation of his 
health; and keeping continually within the said bounds, shall be adjudged 
in law a true prisoner. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 
shall not be construed to extend to any debtor who is or shall be im
prisoned at the suit of the United States, nor to alter, lessen, or impair 
the right of the United States, to be first satisfied out of the estates of 
persons indebted to them; nor to any debtor who has not resided in 
the district of Columbia one year next preceding his said application. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXII.-..in .Bet directing a detacl,ment from /1,e Militia of tl,e United 
States, and for erecting certain .11.rse-nals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall judge it 
expedient, to require of the executives of such of the states as he may 
deem expedient, and from their local situation shall be most convenient, 
to take effectual measures to organize, arm and equip, according to law, 
and hold in readiness to march at a moment's warning a detachment of 
militia not exceeding eighty thousand, officers included. 

SEc. 2. Be it furtlier enacted, That the President may, if he judges 
it expedient, authorize the executives of the several states, to accept as 
part of the detachment aforesaid, any corps of volunteers; who shall 
engage to continue jn service for such time, not exceeding twelve 
months, and perform such services as shall be prescribed by law. 

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the detachments of militia and 
volunteer corps as aforesaid, shall be officered out of the present militia 
officers, or others, at the option and discretion of the constitutional 
authority in each state respectively; the President of the United States 
apportioning the general officers among the respective states as he may 
deem proper. 

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That one million five hundred thousand 
dollars be appropriated for paying and subsisting such part of the troops 
aforesaid, whose actual service may be wanted ; for the purchase of 
ordnance and other military stores; and for defraying such other ex
penses as, during the recess of Congress, the President may deem neces
sary for the security of the territory of the United States; to be applied 
under the direction of the President, out of any money in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That twenty-five thousand dol
lars be appropriated for erecting, at such place or places on the western 
waters, as the President may judge most proper, ~ne or ~ore arsenals; 
and that the President cause the same to be furmshed with such arms, 
ammunition and military stores as he may deem necessary. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 
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CHAP, XXXIII.-.Bn .Bet to alter the time oj holding the coui·t rf the United States 
in Kentucky district. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of April next, the sessions of the court of the United States 
for Kentucky district shall commence on the first Mondays in March, 
July, and November· in every year; any law to the contrary notwith
standing. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and pro
ceedings of what nature or kind soever, pending in, or made returnable 
to the said court, shall, after the said first day of April next, be continued 
over until the next court to be held in conformity to this act. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXI V .-.On .Bet to alter the time for the next meeting oj Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jfouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjournment 
of the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the first 
Monday of November next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 180:3. 

March 3, 1803. CHAP. XXXV.-.Bn .Bet in addition to the act intituled "..in act ,·egulafing the 
grants of land appropriated for the refugee.~ from the British provinces oj Canada 
and Nova Scotia." 

Act ofFebru. 
ary 18, 1801, 
ch. 5. 

STATUTE II. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Samuel Rogers, one 
of the claimants under the act intituled "An act for the relief of the 
refugees from the British provinces of Ganada and Nova Scotia," shall 
be entitled to two thousand two hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
located in the manner and within the boundaries of the tract designated 
by the act to which this act is a supplement, and shall receive a patent 
for the same in the manner directed by the said last-mentioned act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

March 3, 1803. CHAP. XXXVI.-.Bn .Bet to prolong the continuance oj the Mint at Philadelphia. 

[Obsolete.) 
Act of April 

1, 1808, ch. 41. 
1812, ch. 2. 

STATUTE II. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress asseinbled, That the act intituled "An act 
concerning the mint," approved March 3d, 1801, is hereby continued in 
force and operation for the term of five years after the fourth day of 
March next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXVII.-.Bn JJ.ct to make provision for persons that have been disabled 
by known wounds received in the actual service of the United States, during the 
Revolutionary war. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That any commissioned officer, 
non-commissioned officer, soldier, or seaman, disabled in the actual ser
vice of the United States, by wounds received during the revolutionary 
war, and who did not desert the said service, shall be entitled to be 
place~ on the pe_ns~on list of ~he United States during life: Provided, 
that, m substaullatmg the claims thereto, the rules and regulations fol
lowing, shall be complied with : 

First. All evidence shall be taken on oath or affirmation before the 
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judge o~ the distric! in which such invalid resides, or before some per
son specially authorized by commission from the said judge. 

. Se?«;>ndly. The evidence relative to any claimant, must prove decisive 
d1sab1hty to have been the effect of known wounds received while in 
the actual )ine of his duty, in !he s_ervice of the United States, during 
the revolutionary war: that this evidence must be the affidavits of the 
~omm_anding office_r or surgeon of the ship, regiment, corps, or company 
m which such claimant served, or two other credible witnesses to the 
same effect, setting forth the time and place of such known wound. 

Thirdly. Every claimant shall be examined on oath or affirmation, by 
some respectable physician or surgeon, to be authorized by commission 
from the said judge, who shall report in writing his opinion, upon oath 
or affirmation, of the nature of said disability, and in what degree it pre
vents the claimant from obtaining his livelihood. 

Fourthly. Every claimant must produce evidence of his having con
tinued in the service of the United States, to the conclusion of the war 
in seventeen hundred and eighty-three, or being left out of the service 
in consequence of his disability, or in consequence of some derange
mEmt of the army, and of the mode of life or employment he has since 
followed, and of the original existence and continuance of his disability. 

Fifthly. Every claimant must show satisfactory cause to the said judge 
of the district, why he did not apply for a pension in conformity to laws 
heretofore passed, before the expiration of the limitation thereof. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said judge of the district 
or person by him commissioned as aforesaid, shall give to each claimant 
a transcript of the evidence and proceedings had, respecting his claim; 
and shall also transmit a list of such claims, accompanied by the evi
dence herein directed, to the secretary of the department of war, in 
order that the same may he examined, and if correct, agreeably to the 
intent and meaning of this act, the said applicants are thenceforth to be 
placed on the pension list of the United States : Provided, that in no 
case a pension shall commence before the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and three, except so far as to offset the commutation of half 
pay received by such officer, in which case the proper officer is to cal
culate the pension from the first day of January, seventeen hundred and 
eighty-four. 

SEc. 3. And be it fui·tker enacted, That the pensions allowed by this 
act shall be estimated in the manner following, that is to say: a full 
pension to a commissioned officer shall be considered the one half of 
his monthly pay as by law established, and the proportions less than a 
full pension shall be the like proportions of half pay. And a full pen
sion to a non-commissioned officer, private soldier, or seaman, shall be 
five dollars per month, and the proportions less than a full pensi?n, shall 
be the like proportions of five dollars per mon~h, but no pension of a 
commissioned officer shall be calculated at a higher rate· than the half 
pay of a lieutenant-colonel. . . 

SEc. 4. And be it further cnacte~, ~hat the pensioners bee;om1~g 
such in virtue of this act, shall be paid m the same manner as !nval_1d 
pensioners are paid, who have heretofore_b~en placed on the_pens1~n hst 
of the United States under such restnct10ns and regulat10ns, m all 
respects, as are pres~ribed by the laws of the United States, in such 
cases provided. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP, XXXIX.-An .R.ct authorizing the tram.fer of the duties of Supervisor to 
any other qffice. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
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United States be, and he hereby is authorized to attach the duties of 
the office of supervisor in any district to any other officer of the govern
ment of the United States, within such district, who shall give bond for 
the performance of the duties imposed on him by this act, in the same 
manner and under the same penalties, as were heretofore provided in 
the case of supervisors. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the discharge of the 
duties of supervisor, which may be thus attached to another office, by 
virtue of this act, there shall be allowed to the officer exercising the 
same, the commissions to which the supervisor is now entitled by law, 
together with such sum for clerk hire, not exceeding the allowance fixed 
by law for the supervisor, and such salary not exceeding two hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, as the President of the United States shall 
deem a sufficient compensation. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XL.-.On .Oct in addition to an act intituled ".9n act to amend the judicial 
system of the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America z"n Congress assembled, That the circuit court of the 
second circuit shall consist of the justice of the supreme court residing 
within the third circuit, and the district judge of the district where such 
court shall be holden. 

In the third circuit, the said circuit court shall consist of the senior 
associate justice of the supreme court residing within the fifth circuit, 
and the district judge of the district where such court shall be holden. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from all final judgments or 
decrees in any of the district courts of the United States, an appeal, 
where the fl?atter in dispute, exclusive of costs, shall exceed the sum or 
value of fifty dollars, shall be allowed to the circuit court next to be 
holden in the district where such final judgment or judgments, decree 
or decrees, may be rendered; and the circuit court or courts are hereby 
authorized and required to receive, hear and determine such appeal; 
and that from all final judgments or decrees rendered or to be rendered 
in any circuit court, or in any district court acting as a circuit court, in 
any cases of equity, of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, and of prize 
or no prize, an appeal where the matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, 
shall exceed the sum or value of two thousand dollars, shall be allowed 
to the supreme court of the United States, and that upon such appeal, a 
transcript of the libel, bill, answer, depositions, and all other proceed
ings of what kind soever in the cause, shall be transmitted to the said 
supreme court; and that no new evidence shall be received in the said 
court, on the hearing of such appeal, except in admiralty and prize 
causes, and that such appeals shall be subject to the same rules, regula
tions and restrictions as are prescribed in law in case of writ~ of error; 
and that the said supreme court shall be, and hereby is authorized and 
required to receive, hear and determine such appeals. And that so 
much of the nineteenth and twenty-second sections of the act of Con
gress, intituled "An act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States," passed on the twenty-fourth day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, as comes within the purview of this act, 
shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 
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Passed at the .first session, which was begun and lield at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the seventeenth 
day of October, 1803, and ended on the twenty-seventh day of 11:farch 
IBM ' 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, President; AARON BuRR, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate; JoHN BaowN, President 
of the Senate pro tempore, from the 31st of October to the 19th of 
December, 1803, and from the 26th of January to the 25th of Febru
ary, 1804; JESSE FRANKLIN, President of the Senate pro tempore, 
from the 14th of March, 1804; NATHANIEL MACON, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER I.-An Act to enable the President ef the United State., to take possession 
ef the territories ceded by France lo the United States, by the treaty concluded at 
Paris, on the thirtieth ef April last; and for the temporary government thereef. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to take possession of, and 
occupy the territory ceded by France to the United States, by the treaty 
concluded at Paris, on the thirtieth day of April last, between the two 
nations; and that he may for that purpose, and in order to maintain in 
the said territories the authority of the United States, employ any part 
of the army and navy of the United States, and of the force authorized 
by an act passed the third day of March last, intituled "An act direct
ing a detachment from the militia of the United States, and for erecting 
certain arsenals," which he may deem necessary: and so much of the 
sum appropriated by the said act as may be necessary, is hereby appro
priated for the purpose of carrying this act into effect; to be applied 
under the direction of the President of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the expiration of the 
present session of Congress, unless provision for the temporary govern
ment of the said territories be sooner made by Congress, all the military, 
civil and judicial powers, exercised by the officers of the existing govern
ment of the same, shall be vested in such person and persons, and shall 
be exercised in such manner, as the President of the United States shall 
direct for maintaining and protecting the inhabitants of Louisiana in 
the free enjoyment of their liberty, property and religion. 

APPROVED, October 31, 1803. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. 11.-An Act authorizing the creation of a stock, to the amount ef eleven Nov. 10, 1803. 
millions two hundred andfifty thousand dollars, for the purpose ef carrying into 
effect the convention of the thirtieth ef April, one thousand eight hundred and [Obsolete.] 
lliree, between the United Stales ef America and the French Republic; and making 
provision for the payment ef the same. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rrpresentatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of carry-
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ing into effect the convention of the thirtieth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and three, between the United States of America and 
the French Republic, the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
authorized, to cause to be constituted, certificates of stock, signed by 
the register of the treasury, in favour of the French Republic, or of its 
assignees, for the sum of eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, bearing an interest of six per centum per annum, from the time 
when possession of Louisiana shall have been obtained, in conformity 
with the treaty of the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and three, between the United States of America and the French Repub
lic, and in other respects conformable with the tenor of the convention 
aforesaid; and the President of the United States is authorized to cause 
the said certificates of stock to be delivered to the government of France, 
or to such person or persons as shall be authorized to receive them, in 
three months at most, after the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty 
aforesaid, and after Louisiana shall be taken possession of in the name 
of the government of the United States; and credit, or credits, to the 
proprietors thereof, shall thereupon be entered and given on the books 
of the treasury, in like manner as for the present domestic funded debt, 
which said credits or stock shall thereafter be transferable only on the 
books of the treasury of the United States, by the proprietor or proprie
tors of such stock, his, her or their attorney: and the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged for the payment of the interest, and for the re
imbursement of the principal of the said stock, in conformity with the 
provisions of the said convention: Provided however, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury may, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, consent to discharge the said stock in four equal annual instal
ments, and also shorten the periods fixed by the convention for its reim
bursement: And 1n·ovided also, that every proprietor of the said stock 
may, until otherwise directed by law, on surrendering his certificate of 
such stock, receive another to the same amount, and bearing an interest 
of six per centum per annum, payable quarter-yearly at the treasury of 
the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it fui·ther enacted, That the annual interest accruing 
on the said stock, which may, in conformity with the convention afore
said, be payable in Europe, shall be paid at the rate of four shillings and 
sixpence sterling for each dollar, if payable in London, and at the rate 
of two guilders and one half of a guilder, current money of Holland, 
for each dollar, if payable in Amsterdam. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That a sum equal to what will be 
necessary to pay the interest which may accrue on the said stock to the 
end of the present year, be, and the same is hereby appropriated for that 
purpose, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 4. And be it furt!ter enacted, That from and after the end of 
the present year, (in addition to the annual sntn of seven millions three 
hundred thousand dollars yearly appropriated to the sinking fund, by 
virtue of the act, intituled "An act making provision for the redemption 
of the whole of the public debt of the United States,") a further annual 
sum of seven hundred thousand dollars, to be paid out of the duties on 
merchandise and tonnage, be, and the same hereby is, yearly appropriated 
to the said fund, making in the whole, an annual sum of eight millions 
of dollars, which shall be vested in the commissioners of the sinking 
fund in the same manner, shall be applied by them for the same purposes, 
and shall be, and continue appropriated, until the whole of the present 
debt of the United States, inclusively of the stock created by virtue of 
this act, shall be reimbursed and redeemed, under the same limitations 
as have been provided by the first section of the above-mentioned act, 
respecting the annual appropriation of seven millions three hundred thou
sand dollars, made by the same. 
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SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall cause the said further sum of seven hundred thousand dollars to be 
paid to the commissioners of the sinking fund, in the same manner as 
w~s ?irected by the _a?ove-rnentioned act respecting the annual appro
priation of seven millions three hundred thousand dollars; and it shall 
be the duty of the commissioners of the sinking fund to cause to be 
applied and paid ~mt of the said fund, yearly, and every year, at the 
treasury of the United States, such sum and sums as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the annual interest and charges accruing on the 
stock created by virtue of this act, and the several instalments, or parts 
of principal of the said stock, as the same shall become due and may be 
disc~arged, in conformity to the terms of the convention aforesaid, and 
of tins act. 

ArmovEv, November 10, 1803. 

CHAP. III.-.9n .!let making provision for tl,e payment of claims of citizens rf tlie 
United States on the government ,f France, the payment rf which has been 
assumed by the United Stales, by virtue nf the convention ,f tl,e thirtieth rf .llpril, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States and the l'rencli 
Republic. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a snm, not exceed
ing three millions seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, (inclu
sive of a sum of two millions of dollars, appropriated by the act of the 
twenty-sixth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and three, 
intituled "An act making further provision for the expenses attending 
the intercourse between the United States and foreign nations,") to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, 
and the same hereby is appropriated, for the purpose of discharging the 
claims of citizens of the United States against the government of France, 
the payment of which has been assumed by the government of the 
United States, by virtue of a convention made the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States of 
America and the French Republic, respecting the said claims. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall cause to be paid, at the treasury of the United States, in con
formity to the convention aforesaid, the amount of such claims, above
mentioned, as, under the provisions of the said convention, shall be 
awarded to the respective claimants; which payments shall be made on 
the orders of the minister plenipotentiary of the United States for the 
time being, to the French Republic, in conformity with the convention 
aforesaid, and the said minister shall be charged on the treasury books 
with the whole amount of such payments, until he shall have exhibited 
satisfactory proof to the accounting officers of the treasury, that his 
orders, thus paid, have been issued in conformity with the provisions of 
the said convention. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to borrow, on the credit of the 
United States, to be applied to the purposes authorized by this act, a 
sum not exceeding one million seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
at a rate of interest, not exceeding six per centum per annum; reimburs
able out of the appropriation made by virtue of the first section of this 
act, at the pleasure of the United States, or at such period, not exceed
ing five years from the time of obtaining the loan, as may be stipulated 
by contract; and it shall be lawful for the Bank of the United States to 
lend the same. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the duties on 
merchandise and tonnage as may be necessary, be, and the same hereby 

247 

Secretary or 
the Treasury to 
pay to commis~ 
sioners, who 
shall apply the 
money to dis
charge of debt. 

STATUTE I. 

Nov. 10, 1803. 

[Obsolete.) 

Three millions 
seven hundred 
and fifty thou
sand dollars ap
propriated to 
pay citizens of 
the U. States. 

Act of Feb
ruary 26, I 803, 
ch.8. 

Treaty with 
France for the 
cession of Lou
isiana. 

Claims to be 
paid at the trea
sury of the U. 
States. 

President of 
the U. States to 
borrow not ex
ceeding one mil• 
lion seven hun. 
dred and fifty 
thousand dol
lars. 

One million 
seven hundred 



248 

and fifty thou
sand dollars at 
six per cent. in. 
terest chargea
ble on customs. 

Expenses of 
investigation of 
claims how pro
vided. 

Not to exceed 
four thousand 
fo11r hundred 
and fifty dollars 
per annum, be
side secretary 
and agent's sal
aries. 

STATUTE I. 

Nov.16, 1803. 

[Obsolete.) 

Expenses of 
treaty with 
Great Britain of 
1794, provision 
for. 

Funds how to 
be provided. 

STATUTE I. 

Nov. 25, 1803. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of April 

5, 1800, ch. 21. 
Drawback on 

goods shipped 
to New Orleans 
abolished, 

STATUTE I. 

Dec. 19, 1803. 

Bankrupt act 
of April 4, 1800, 
repealed. 

Act of April 
4, 1800, ch. 19. 

What com
missions may 
yet be acted on. 

Act of April 
29, 1802, sect, 
14, ch. 31. 

EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 4, 5, 6. 18J3. 

is appropriated for the purpose of paying the interest which shall accrue 
on the said loan. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
incident to the investigation of the claims above mentioned, there be 
appropriated a sum not exceedi,ng eighteen thousand five hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated: Provided, that the compensation to be made to 
any of the commissioners appointed, or to be appointed, in pursuance 
of the abo\e-mentioned convention, shall not exceed the rate of four 
thousand four hundred and fifty dollars per annum; that the compensa
tion of their secretary shall not exceed the rate of two thousand two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per annum; and that the compensation 
of the agent shall not exceed the rate of one thousand dollars per annum. 

APPROVED, November 10, 1803. 

CHAP, IV.-.On .Oct making an appropriation for carrying info effect the seventh 
article rf the treaty rf amity, commerce and navigation, between the United 
States and his Britannic Majesty. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 

States ef America-in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, be, and the same hereby is appropriated for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the seventh article of the treaty concluded 
at London, on the nineteenth day of November, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-four, between the United States of America and his Britannic 
Majesty. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the accounting officers of 
the treasury be, and they are hereby authorized to allow an interest, not 
exceeding the rate of six per centum per annum, on one third part of 
the amount of any award made in pursuance of the aforesaid article, 
and presented at the treasury previous to the passing of this act, to be 
calculated from the time when such award shall have been presented. 

APPROVED, November 16, 1803. 

CHAP. V .--.Jln .Oct to repeal the act, intituletl ".8n act to allow a drawback rf 
duties on goods exported to New Orleans, and therein to amend the act intituled 
Jln act to regulate the collection rf duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Co'flgress assembled, That the act passed on the 
fifth day of April, one thousand eight hundred, intituled "An act to 
allow a drawback of duties on goods exported to N cw Orleans, and there
in to amend the act, intituled An act to regulate the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage," be, and the same hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, November 25, 1803. 

CHAP. VI.-An JJ.ct to repeal an act, intituled "An net to establish an uniform 
system rf Bankruptcy throughout the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H(fUse of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act of Congress 
passed on the fourth day of April, one thousand eight hundred, intituled 
"An act to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States," shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. Provided 
nevertheless, that the repeal of the said act shall in no wise affect the 
execution of any commission of bankruptcy which may have been issued 
prior to the passing of this act, but every such commission may and shall 
be proceeded on and fully executed as though this act had not passed. 

APPROVED, December 19, 1803. 
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CHAP, IX.-An .fl.ct making apprapriations for the support ef the Navy ef the 
United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ~House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and four, the following sums be, and the same hereby are, 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and the pay of the sea
men, two hundred and thirty-four thousand, three hundred and twenty
eight dollars. 

For provisions, one hundred and twenty-five thousand, five hundred 
and eighteen dollars, and seventy-two cents. 

For medicine, instruments, hospital stores and all expenses on account 
of the sick, four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, store rent, and other contingent expenses, one 
hundred and forty-four thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of ordnance, and other military stores, five thousand 
dollars. 

For the expense of navy yards, docks and other improvements, the 
pay of superintendents, store-keepers, clerks and labourers, fifty-two 
thousand dollars. 

For the pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 
for those on shore, and forage for the staff, fifty-seven thousand .five hun
dred and forty-one dollars and eighty cents. 

For clothing for the same, twelve thousand eight hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and seventy-six cents. 

For military stores for the same, four hundred and fifty-two dollars. 
For medicine, medical services, hospital stores, and all expenses on 

account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, one thousand dollars. 
For quartermasters and barrack-masters' stores, officers' travelling 

expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, fuel, and other contingent 
expenses, eight thousand eight hundred and forty-seven dollars. 

For completing the marine barracks at the city of Washington, three 
thousand five hundred and eighty-four dollars and seventy-two cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein 
specifically appropriated, shall be paid, first, out of any balance remain
ing unexpended of former appropriations, for the support of the navy, 
and secondly, out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appro
priated. 

APPROVED, January 31, 1804. 

CnAr. XI.-Jl.n Jlct making appropriations for the suppo,-/ ef tlte lrlililary estab
lishment ef the United States, in the year one thousand eight hundnd and 

four.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and IIouse of Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Cong1·ess assembled, That for defraying the expense 
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of the military establishment of the United _States, for the year one thou
sand eight hundred and four, for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated,that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, three hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and seventy-six dollars. 

For forage, four thousand and fifty-six dollars. 
For the subsistence of the officers of the army and corps of engineers, 

twenty-eight thousand and eighty-two dollars and eighty-three cents, 
and one half of a cent. 

For the subsistence of non-commissioned officers, musicians and pri
vates, one hundred and sixty-three thousand eight hundred and thirty
nine dollars and thirty-seven cents, and one half of a cent. 

For clothing, eighty thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, fourteen thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, ten thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools, expense of transportation and other 

contingent expenses of the war department, seventy-one thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines, and armories, one hundred 

and nine thousand eight hundred and ninety-six dollars and eighty-
eight cents. . 

For purchasing maps, plans, books, and instruments for the war de
partment and military academy, one thousand dollars. 

For the Indian department, seventy-five thousand five hundred dollars; 
SEC. 2 .. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several appropriations, 

herein before made, shall be paid and discharged, first, out of any bal
ance remaining unexpended of former appropriations for the support of 
the military establishment, and secondly, out of any monies in the trea
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1804. 

CH AP, Xll.-.On .!let continuing for a limited time, the salaries ef the qfficers rf 
government therein mentioned.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
last day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, the follow
ing annual compensations, and no other, be, and they are hereby granted 
to the officers herein enumerated, respectively, that is to say: 

To the Secretary of State, five thousand dollars. 
'The Secretary of the Treasury, five thousand dollars. 
The Secretary of War, four thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Secretary of the Navy, four thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Attorney-General, three thousand dollars.(b) 
The Comptroller of the Treasury, three thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Treasurer, three thousand dollars. 
The Auditor of the Treasury, three thousand dollars. 
The Register of the Treasury, two thousand. four hundred dollars. 
The Accountant of the War department, two thousand dollars. 
The Accountant of the Navy department, two thousand dollars. 
The Postmaster-General, three thousand dollars,(c) and 
The Assistant Postmaster-General, one thousand seven hundred dol

lars; which sums shall be respectively paid quarter-yearly, at the treasury 
of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force for three years, and from thence until the end of the next session 
of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1804. 

(a) See voL i. 67, (b) See vol. i. 7.2, 497, 730. (c) See vol. i. 235, 358. 
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CHAP. XUI.-.9n .Oct for laying and collecting duties on impo,·is and tonnage 
within tl.e terdtories ceded to the United States, by the treaty rf the thirtieth of 
.llpril, one thousand eight liundred and three, between the United States and tli,e 
French Republic, and for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Si:nate and IIouse ef Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the same duties which 
by law now are, or hereafter may be laid on goods, wares, and merchan
dise imported into the United States, on the tonnage of vessels, and on 
the passports and clearances of vessels, shall be laid and collected on 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the territories ceded to the 
United States, by the treaty of the thirtieth of April, one thousand eil!ht 
hundred and three, between the United States and the French Republic; 
and on vessels arriving in, or departing from the said territories: and 
the following acts, that is to say, the act, intituled, 

"An act to establish the treasury department." 
"An act concerning the registering and recording of ships and ves

t1els." 
"An act for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in 

the coasting trade and fisheries." 
"An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 
"An act to establish the compensations of officers employed in the 

collection of the duties on imports and tonnage, and for other purposes." 
"An act for the more effectual recovery of debts due from individuals 

to the United States." 
"An act to provide more effectually for the settlement of accounts 

between the United States and receivers of public money." 
"An act to authorize the sale and conveyance of lands in certain 

cases, by the marshals of the United States, and to confirm former 
sales·" and 

"An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeit1Jres, penal
ties and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned." 

"An act to establish a mint and to regulate the coins of the United 
States." 

"An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes." 
And the act supplementary to, and amendatory of the two last-men

tioned acts, or so much of the said acts as is now in force, and also so 
much of any other act or acts of the United States as is now in force, 
or may be hereafter enacted, for laying any duties on imports, tonnage, 
seamen or shipping, for regulating and securing the collection of the 
same, and for regulating the compensations of the officers employed in 
the collection of the same; for granting and regulating drawbacks, boun
ties and allowances in lieu of drawbacks; concerning the registering, 
recording, enrolling and licensing of ships and vessels; to provide for 
the settlement of accounts between the United States and individuals; 
for the recovery of debts due to the United States; and for remitting 
forfeitures, penalties and disabilities, shall extend to, and have full force 
and effect in the above-mentioned territories: Provided however, and it 
is liereby further enacted, That ships or vessels, which on the twentieth 
day of December last, were owned by persons then residing in the above 
mentioned territories, and who, either were citizens of the United States, 
or had resided in the sa1d territories, during five years next preceding, 
shall be entitled to the benefits and privileges of ships or vessels of the 
United States, whilst they shall continue to be wholly owned by such 
persons, or by citizens of the United States: Provided nevertheless, that 
the persons claiming such privileges for their ships or vessels, shall in 
every other respect, comply with the provisions of the acts for regist~ring, 
recording, enrolling and licensing of ships or vessels, and who, 1f not 
citizens of the United States, shall have previously taken an oath of 
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allegiance to the United States, which oath the collector of the port is 
hereby authorized to administer. 

SE~. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act. or acts 
of the United States, now in force, or which may be hereafter enacted, 
concernin()' the Bank of the United States, and for the punishment of 
frauds co~mitted on the same; for the relief of sick and disabled sea
men; for the protection of American seamen; for the government and 
regulation of seamen in the merchant service; and for preventing the 
exportation of goods not duly inspected; shall extend to and have full 
force and effect in the above-mentioned territories. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of any law or laws, 
laying any duties on the importation into the United States of goods, 
wares and merchandise from the said territories (or allowing drawbacks 
on the importation of the same from the United States to the said terri
tories), or respecting the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and the said territories, or between the several parts of the 
United States through the said territories, which is inconsistent with the 
provisions of the preceding section, be, and the same hen;by is repealed; 
and all duties on the exportation of goods, wares and merchandise from 
the said territories, as well as all duties on the importation of goods, 
wares and merchandise into the said territories, on the transfer of ships 
or vessels, and on the tonnage of vessels, other than those laid by virtue 
of the laws of the United States, shall, from the time when this act 
shall commence to be in force, cease and determine: Provided however, 
that nothing lierein contained, shall be construed to affect the fees and 
other charges usually paid in the said territories on account of pilotage, 
wharfage, or the right of anchoring by the levy of the city of New 
Orleans, which several foes and charges shall, until otherwise directed, 
continue to be paid and applied to the same purposes as heretofore. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That, to the end that the laws 
providing for the collection of the duties imposed, by law, on goods, 
wares and merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the 
tonnage of ships and vessels, and the laws respecting the revenue and 
navigation of the United States, may be carried into effect within the 
said territories, the territories ceded to the United States by the treaty 
above mentioned, and also all the navigable waters, rivers, creeks, bays, 
and inlets, lying within the United States, which empty into the Gulf 
of Mexico, east of the river Mississippi, shall be annexed to the Missis
sippi district, and shall, together with the same, constitute one district, 
to be called the "District of Mississippi." The city of New Orleans 
shall be the sole port of entry in the said district, and the town of Bayou 
St. John shall be a port of delivery, a collector, nan] officer, and sur
veyor shall be appointed to reside at New Orleans, and a surveyor shall 
be appointed to reside at the port of Bayou St. John; and the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to appoint, not exceeding 
three surveyors, to reside at such other places, within the said district, 
as he shall deem expedient, and to constitute each, or either of such 
places ports of delivery only. And so much of any law or laws, as 
establishes a district on the river Mississippi, south of the river Tennes
see, is hereby repealed, except as to the recovery and receipt of such 
duties on goods, wares and merchandise, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels, as shall have accrued, and as to the recovery and distribution 
of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall have been incurred before 
the commencement of the operation of this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the shores and waters of the 
town of Natchez, shall be one district, to be called the district of Natchez, 
and a collector shall be appointed who shall reside at Natchez, which 
shall be the only port of entry or delivery within the said district, of any 
goods, wares and merchandise, not the growth or manufacture of the 
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United States: Provided nevertheless, that it shall be the duty of every 
master or commander of any ship or vessel destined for the said port of 
Natchez, to stop at New Orleans, and there deliver to the collector of 
said port a manifest of the cargo on board such ship or vessel agreeably 
to law, on penalty of five thousand dollars. And it shall be the duty of 
said collector to transmit a certified copy of such manifest to the collector 
of the said port of Natchez, and to direct an inspector to go on board 
such ship or vessel, and proceed therewith to the port of Natchez, and 
there report such ship or vessel to the collector of said port of Natchez, 
immediately after his arrival, when the duty of said inspector shall cease. 

Sv,c. 6. And be it further enacted, That foreign ships or vessels shall 
be admitted to unlade at the port of New Orleans, and at no other port 
within the district of Mississippi; and ships or vessels belonging to citi
zens of the United States, coming directly from France or Spain, or any 
of their colonies, shall not be admitted to unlade at any port within the 
district of Mississippi, other than New Orleans: and ships or vessels 
arriving from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the 
same, shall be admitted to make entry at the port of New Orleans, and 
at no other port within the district of Mississippi: Provided however, 
that nothing in this act contained, shall authorize the allowing of draw
backs on the exportation of any goods, wares and merchandise from the 
said port of New Orleans, other than on those which shall have been 
imported directly into the same, from a foreign port or place. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the master or commander 
of every ship or vessel, bound to a port of delivery only, other than the 
port of Bayou St. John, in the district of Mississippi, shall first come to 
at the port of New Orleans with his ship or vessel, and there make 
report and entry, in writing, and pay, or secure to be paid, all legal 
duties, port fees, and charges, in manner provided by law, before such 
ship or vessel shall proceed to her port of delivery; and any ship or 
vessel, bound to the port of Bayou St. John, may first proceed to the 
said port, and afterwards make report and entry at the port of New 
Orleans, within the time by law limited; and the master of every ship 
or vessel, arriving from a foreign port or place, or having goods on 
board of which the duties have not been paid or secured, and bound to 
any port within the district of Mississippi, (other than New Orleans, or 
Bayou St. John,) shall take an inspector on board at New Orleans, 
before proceeding to such port; and if any master of a ship or vessel 
shall proceed to such port of delivery, contrary to the directions afore
said, he shall forfeit and pay five hundred dollars, to be recovered in 
any court of competent jurisdiction, with the costs of suit. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That during the term of twelve 
years, to commence three months after the exchange of the ratifications 
of the above-mentioned treaty shall have been notified, at Paris, to the 
French government, French ships or vessels, coming directly from 
France, or any of her colonies, laden only with the produce or manu
factures of France, or any of her said colonies; and Spanish ships or 
vessels, coming directly from Spain, or any of her colonies, laden only 
with the produce or manufactures of Spain, or any of her said colonies, 
shall be admitted into the port of New Orleans, and into all other ports 
of entrv which may hereafter be established by law, within the territo
ries ceded to the United States by the above-mentioned treaty, in the 
same manner as ships or vessels of the United States, coming directly 
from France or Spain, or any of their colonies, and without being sub
ject to any other, or higher duty on the said produce or manufacture, 
than by law now is, or shall, at the time, be payable, by citize!1s of the 
United States on similar articles, imported from France or Spam, or any 
of their colonies, in vessels of the United States, into the said port of 
New Orleans or other ports of entry in the territories above mentioned; 
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or to any other, or higher tonnage duty, than by law_ now is, or shalJ at 
the time be, laid on the tonnage of vessels of the Umted States coming 
from France, or Spain, or from any of their colonies, to the said port 
of New Orleans, or other ports of entry within the territories above 
mentioned. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the collector of the district 
of Mississippi, shall give bond for the true and faithful discharge of his 
duties, in the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, and shall be allowed in 
addition to the fees and emoluments of his office,. in lien of all other 
commissions, one and a half per cent. on all monies by him received, 
on account of the duties arising from goods, wares and merchandise 
imported into the said district, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels; 
and the naval officers and surveyors of the said district shall, respec
tively, receive an annual compensation of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
in addition to their other fees and emoluments. 

SEc. 10. And be it fui·ther enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, to cause to be built and equipped, 
one revenue cutter in addition to those heretofore authorized by law, 
which cutter may be officered, manned and employed, in the same 
manner, and the expense thereof shall be paid out of the same fund, as 
is provided for defraying the expense of the revenue cutters heretofore 
authorized by law. 

S.t:c. 11. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, whenever he shall deem it expe
dient, to erect the shores, waters and inlets of the bay and river Mobile, 
and of the other rivers, creeks, inlets and bays emptying into the Gulf 
of Mexico, east of the said river Mobile, and west fhereof to the Pasca
guola inclusive, into a separate district, and to establish such place 
within the same, as he shall deem expedient, to be the port of entry and 
delivery for such district; and to designate such other places, within the 
same district, not exceeding two, to be ports of delivery only. When
ever such separate district shall be erected, a collector shall be appointed, 
to reside at the port of entry; and a surveyor shall likewise be appointed, 
to reside at each of the ports of delivery which may be established. 
And such collector and snrveyor shall be entitled to receive, in addition 
to their other fees and emoluments, an annual salary of two hundred 
and fifty dollars. And the said collector shall give bond for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of his office, in the sum of five thousand dollars. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That this act shall commence 
thirty days after the passing thereof. 

ArPnovED, February 24, 1804. 

CHAP. XIV.-.On Jlct supplementary to an act intituled "..in act lo incorporate 
the inhabitants ef lite City 1f Wasltington, in the District ef Columbia." (a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House <if Represmtativcs <if the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act, intituled "An 
act to incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia," except so much of the same as is inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, be, and the same is hereby continued in 
force for and during the term of fifteen years, from the end of the next 
session of Congress. 

SF.c. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the council of the city of 
Washington, from and after the period for which the members of the 
present council have been elected, shall consist of two chambers, each 
of which shall be composed of nine members, to be chosen by distinct 
ballots, according to the directions of the act to which this is a supple
ment; a majority of each chamber shall constitute a quorum to do 

(a) See note to act ofJ\fay 3, 1802, ch, 53. 
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business: in case vacancies shall occur in the council, the chamber in 
which the same may happen, shall supply the same by an election, by 
ballot, from the three persons next highest on the list, to those elected 
at the preceding election; and a majority of the whole number of the 
chamber in which such vacancy may happen, shall be necessary to make 
an election. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the council shall have powe1· 
to establish and regulate the inspection of flour, tobacco, and salted pro
visions, the gaugin~. of casks and liquors, the storage of gunpowder, 
and all naval and m1htary stores, not the property of the United States 
to regulate the weight and quality of bread; to tax and license hawker~ 
and pedlers, to restrain or prohibit tippling houses, lotteries, and all 
kinds of gaming; to superintend the health of the city, to preserve the 
navigation of the Potomac and Anacosta rivers, adjoining the city; to 
erect, repair, and regulate public wharves, and to deepen docks and 
basins; to provide for the establishment and superintendence of public 
schools; to license and regulate, exclusively, hackney coaches, ordinary 
keepers, retailers and ferries; to provide for the appointment of inspec
tors, constables and such other officers as may be necessary to execute 
the laws of the corporation ; and to give such compensation to the 
mayor of the city as they may deem fit. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the levy court of the county 
of Washing ton shall not hereafter posse,1s the power of imposing any 
tax on the inhabitants of the city of Washington. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1804. 

CHAP, XV .-,IJ.n Jl.ct to amend the Charter ef Alexandria, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That the town of Alexan
dria shall be, and is hereby divided into two districts, by a line running 
east and west, at an equal distance between King and Prince streets, 
beginning at the river Potomac and extending to the western boundary 
of said town; and all that part of the town which is situate north of 
the said dividing line, shall be called the northern district, and all that 
part of the town which is situate south of the said dividing line, shall be 
called the southern district of the town of Alexandria; and where any 
house or lot shall be situate partly in each district, it shall be considered 
as lying in that district where the greater part of said house or lot is situate, 
and shall be assessed accordingly; each of the districts aforesaid shall be 
divided into two electoral wards, by a line passing from north to south 
through the middle of Pitt street, to be called the first, second, third and 
fourth ward; none of the taxes on the valuation of real property, which 
shall hereafter be collected in the northern district, shall be expended in 
the regulating, or filling up, or paving, or repairing of the streets, or 
sinking of wells, or building of bridges in the southern district; nor shall 
the taxes on the valuation of real property, which shall hereafter be col
lected in the southern district, be expended in the regulating, or filling 
up, or paving, or repairing the streets, or sinking of wells, or building 
of bridges in the northern district: but all the monies to be expended 
upon the aforesaid improvements in either district, shall be raised by an 
assessment on the valuation of real property in each district respectively, 
at the times and in the manner the said common council shall order and 
direct. It shall be the duty of the assessors and other public officers to 
keep the accounts of each district separate and distinct in regard to the 
assessments for the aforesaid local purposes, and all other taxes, which 
are now or shall hereafter be assessed or levied, upon the valuation of 
real property or other subjects, together with the fines and also the rents 
issuing from the property belonging to the corporation and all their other 
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resources, shall constitute a general fund, to be appropriated as the com
mon council shall direct. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That every free white male citizen of 
full age, who shall be bona fide seise? of ~ freehold esta~e in. the town 
of Alexandria or who shall have resided m the town aforesaid for the 
space of one year, and have been a housekeeper _therein for the space of 
three months next preceding the day of the elect10n, and who shall have 
been within that time charged with any tax upon the public books, and 
shall have paid such tax, shall be qualified to vote for members to serve 
in the common council of the said town, and no other person shall exer
cise the right of suffrage; and the per~ons qualifie?, as a_foresaid, to vote, 
shall meet at some convenient place m the ward rn wluch they respect
ively reside, and elect by ballot four persons for the representatives of 
such ward in the common council, out of the free white male citizens 
who shall have arrived to the age of twenty-one years, and shall have 
resided in the town of Alexandria three years, and in the ward for which 
he shall be elected, for the space of three months immediately preceding 
the election, and shall moreover be seised of an estate of freehold in the 
said ward, and be a housekeeper therein. And that the said election 
shall be held on the first Tuesday of March, in every year, by three com
missioners to be appointed in each ward for that purpose by the mayor 
and commonalty for the ensuing election, and afterwards by the com
mon council, which _appointment shall be at least ten days before the 
day of each election, except in regard to the first election to be held 
under this act. The election for the ensuing year shall be held at such 
place, in each ward, as shall be fixed on by the mayor and commonalty, 
and thereafter shall be held at such place as shall be appointed by the 
common council, of which public notice shall be given. 

SEc. 3. Be it farther enacted, That the members of the common 
council, elected as aforesaid, or any twelve of them, shall, within seven 
days after their election in each year, assemble themselves at the court
house, or any other place which shall be hereafter fixed for their meet
ing, and shall choose one of their body to be president of the said common 
council, to whom shall be administered, by any justice of the peace in the 
county of Alexandria, an oath or affirmatiou for the faithful discharge 
of the duties of his office; whereupon the president of the said common 
council shall administer the oath of office to the other members of the 
said council, and shall have, while the council is in session, the same 
power which is at present exercised by the mayor, upon the like occasion; 
and he shall convene the council whenever in the opinion of four of the 
members expressed to him in writing, or whenever in his opinion the 
good of the town may require it: and the authority of the said common 
council shall continue one year from the day of their election, and until 
others are chosen and qualified in their stead, and no longer. That the 
common council so elected, and those thereafter to be elected, and their 
successors, shall be and hereby are made a body politic and corporate, 
by the name of the Common Council of Alexandria; and by the said 
name shall have perpetual succession, with capacity to purchase, pos
sess and enjoy lands and tenements, and goods and chattels, either in 
fee or lesser estate therein, and the same to give, grant, let, sell, assign 
or transfer; and to plead and be impleaded, prosecute and defend all 
causes, complaints, actions real, personal or mixed, and to have one 
common seal, and perpetual succession. And all the estate, rights, and 
credits, now vested in the mayor and commonalty of the town of Alexan
dria, shall be vested in the said common council, when elected, and may 
be recovered in their name for the use of the said town, and in like 
manner all claims and demands against the mayor and commonalty of 
Alexandria, prior to the operation of the present act, may be prosecuted 
and recovered against the aforesaid common council; and process 
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served upon the president of the common council, shall be deemed suf
ficient. 

SEc. 4. ~e it furtlter enacted,_ T:11at the jurisdiction of the said com
mon ~ounml shall extend to the limits heretofore prescribed by law, and 
exercised by the mayor and commonalty. The concurrence of a majo
rity of the whole number of members elected into the common council, 
shall be necessary for the passing of any law, order, or resolution or for 
repealing, altering, or revoking the same. ' 

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said common council shall have 
power to erect and repair workhouses, houses of correction, and other 
public buildings, for the benefit of the said town; to pave, make and repair 
the streets and highways; to make all laws which they shall conceive re
quisite for the preservation of the health of the inhabitants, and for the 
regulation of the morals and police of the said town, and to enforce the 
observance of their said laws, by reasonable penalties and forfeitures, to 
be levied upon the goods and chattels of the offender; and they shall 
have power to raise money by taxes, for the use and qenefit of the said 
town : Provided, that such laws shall not be repugnant to, or inconsis
tent with the laws and constitution of the United States. The said 
common council shall, whenever they deem it proper, have power to 
open, extend, regulate, pave, and improve the streets, within the limits 
of the said town : Provided, they make to the person or persons who 
may be injured by such extension, just and adequate compensation out 
of the funds of the corporation, to be ascertained by the verdict of an 
impartial jury, in like manner as has been usual in other cases, where 
private property has been condemned for public use. They shall have 
power to hold and keep within the said town, market days in every week, 
and from time to time, to appoint a clerk of the market, who shall do 
and perform all things belonging to the office of clerk of the market 
within the said town, according to the rules and regulations which they 
shall prescribe. They shall have power to pass all laws not inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States, which they may conceive requisite 
for the prevention and removal of nuisances, and to appoint a superin
tendent of police, commissioners, and surveyors of the streets, constables, 
collectors of the taxes, and all other officers who may be deemed neces
sary for the execution of their laws, who shall be paid for their services 
a reasonable compensation, and whose duties and powers shall be pre
scribed in such manner as the common council shall deem fit for carry
ing into execution the powers hereby granted. 

SEc. 6. Be it furtlier enacted, That the jurisdiction of the said 
common council shall extend over the harbor of Alexandria, and over 
vessels of every description which may arrive and be in the harbor, or be 
at anchor in any part of the river Potomac below Pearson's island, and 
within the district of Columbia, for the purpose of preventing and 
removing all nuisances, and such other subjects or things being on 
board any such vessel, as may be prejudicial to the health of the town, 
and for no other purpose. And also, their jurisdiction shall extend 
over the house lately built in the vicinity of the town for the accommo
dation of the poor and others, and over the ten acres of ground thereto 
belonging, and over all persons who may be sent or placed there by the 
consent or authority of the common council, and on their way to and 
from the same, until they be regularly discharged : Provided, that 
paupers and other persons shall not be considered as having thereby 
gained a residence in the county, so as to become chargeable thereto. 

SEc. 7. Be it further enacted, That the common council shall, 
annually, at their first meeting after their own election and qualification, 
choose by ballot a fit and able man, having the qualifications herein after 
directed, to be mayor of the town, which choice s:11all be made by_ a 
majority of the whole number of members of the said common council, 
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unless the whole number of members be equally divided between two 
persons, in which case one of those two persons shall be immediately, 
by the vote of the president of the coun~il, electe~. Th_e mayor shall 
hold his office for one year, from the time of hrs electron, and until 
a successor is chosen and qualified in his stead. At the expiration 
of which period he may be re-elected for two years thereafter in suc
cession and no Ioncrer until he shall have been out of office for one 
year. i-Ie shall, bef~re he enters upon the duties of his office, take au 
oath or affirmation, in the presence of the council, faithfully to execute 
his said office, which shall be recorded in their book of proceedings. 
He shall see that the laws of the corporation be duly executed, and shall 
report the negligence or misconduct of any officer to the common council, 
who, on satisfactory proof thereof, may remove from office the said delin
quent, or take such other measures thereupon, as shall be just and lawful. 
He shall have power to convene the common council when, in his opinion, 
the good of the community may require it, and he shall lay before the coun
cil, from time to time, in writing, such alterations in the laws of the corpo
ration, as he shall 'deem necessary or proper. He shall have and exercise 
all the powers of a justice of the peace within the said town, and shall 
receive for his services, annually, a just and reascnable compensation, to 
be allowed and fixed by the common council, which shall not be increased 
or diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected. 
Any person shall be elegible to the office of mayor, who is a white male 
citizen of the United States, who shall have attained to the age of thirty 
years, and shall be the bona fide owner of a freehold estate in the said 
town, and shall have been a resident in the town of Alexandria five 
years immediately preceding his election, and no other person shall be 
elegible to the said office. 

SEc. 8. Be it furthei· enacted, That in case of the refusal of any 
person to accept the office of mayor upon his election thereto, or of his 
death, resignation, inability or removal, the common council shall elect 
another in his place to serve the remainder of the year. The common 
council shall have power to supply vacancies in their own body, by causing 
elections to be made in manner herein before directed, out of the 
citizens qualified to fill the said office in the ward in which such vacan
cies shall have happened; and may, in the absence of the president, 
elect a president pro tempore. In case of the temporary inability or 
absence of the mayor, the president of the common council shall per
form all the duties of the mayor, that may be required to be performed 
during his absence or inability, and in case of vacancy in the said office, 
he shall perform the duties thereof, until a new election shall be made. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the acts of the common 
council shall be signed by the president of the common council, and 
shall be presented to the mayor for his approbation, who, if he objects 
thereto, shall, within three days after it shall be presented to him for his 
assent, return it to the common council with his objections in writing, 
and if a majority of the whole council shall be of opinion that the law 
ought to be passed, it shall, notwithstanding the objections of the mayor, 
become a law, and he shall sign the same; but if the mayor shall not 
return his objections to the same, within three days, to the said council, 
it shall become a law, and shall be signed by him. The clerk of the 
council shall record, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, all 
the laws, orders and resolutions which shall be passed, as afores,aid, and 
deliver a copy of them to the public printer, to be printed for the informa
tion of the people. 

S.Ec. 10. Be it further enacted, That the commissioners to super
intend the election in each ward, shall, before they receive any vote, 
take, severally, the following oath or affirmation, to be administered by 
the mayor, or any justice of the peace: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear, or 
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affirm ( as the case may be), that I will truly and faithfully receive and 
return the votes of such persons as are by law entitled to vote for mem
bers of council in ward No. and that I will not knowingly 
receive or return the vote of any who is not legally entitled to the same, 
so help me God ;" the said election shall be closed on the day it is begun, 
and the poll shall be kept open till sunset and no longer. The said 
commissioners in each ward, or a majority of them shall, on the next 
day after the election, make a list of all the votes received at said election; 
and the four persons having the greatest number of votes, shall be duly 
elected; and in all cases of an equality of votes, the commissioners shall 
decide, and shall make a return of the persons so elected, under their 
hands and seals, to the mayor, who shall cause the same to be published 
in the newspapers of the town; the said commissioners shall also send 
a duplicate return, under their hands and seals, of the persons elected, to 
the clerk of the common council, who shall preserve and record the 
same ; the said common council shall judge of the legality of the elec
tion of any person who shall be returned as a member thereof, and shall 
have full power to pass all laws to enable them to come to a just decision 
upon a contested election: they shall have power to compel the attend
ance of the members of the council by reasonable penalties, and to 
pass all laws for the orderly and regular conduct of business: they may 
punish any member for disorderly behaviour, and with consent of three 
fourths of the whole council, expel a member. 

SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That whenever taxes upon real 
property, or other claims charged upon real property within the town, 
shall be due, and owing to the common council, and the proprietor shall 
fail to discharge the same, the said common council, after giving the 
party reasonable notice when he resides in the town, sixty days notice 
when he resides out of the town, and in the Uriited States, and after six 
months publication in the newspapers when he resides out of the United 
States, shall be empowered to recover the said taxes or debts, by motiQn 
in the court of Alexandria county : And provided, it shall appear to the 
satisfaction of the court that such taxes or claims are justly due, judg
ment shall be granted, and an execution shall issue thereupon, with the 
costs of suit, against the goods and chattels of the defaulter, if any can 
be found within the town; if not, that the whole property upon which 
the tax or claim is due, shall by order of the court, be leased out at 
public auction for the shortest term of years that may be offered, on 
condition that the lessee pay the arrearages, and also the future taxes 
accruing during the term, and be at liberty to remove all his improve
ments at the expiration of the lease: Provided always, that the com
mon council may prosecute any other remedy, by action, for the recovery 
of the said taxes and claims which is now possessed or allowed. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act or acts 
of the general assembly of Virginia, as comes within the purview of this 
act, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed : Provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to impair or destroy any right or 
remedy which the mayor and commonalty of Alexandria now possess or 
enjoy to or concerning any debts, claims or demands against any person 
or persons whatsoever; or to repeal any of the laws and ordinances of 
the mayor and commonalty of the said town now in force, which are not 
inconsistent with this act. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1804. 
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possessed of and sailing under a Spanish or French reg_ister, and belong
ing, on the twentieth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, and continuing to belong wholly to any citizen or citizens of the 
United States, then residing within the territories ceded to the United 
States, by the treaty of the thirtieth of April one thousand eight hundred 
and three, between th~ United State_s and_ t~e French Repu~lic, or_ to any 
person or persons bemg, on t~e said th1rhet_h d~y of Apnl, an mhabi
tant or inhabitants of the said ceded terntones, and who continue 
to reside therein, and of which the master is a citizen of the United 
States, or an inhabitant as aforesaid, may be registered, enrolled and 
licensed in the manner prescribed by law; and being so registered 
enrolled or licensed, shall be denominated and deemed a ship or vessei 
of the United States, and entitled to the benefits granted by any law of 
the United States to ships or vessels thereof. Prov·ided, that it shall 
be lawful for the collector to whom application shall be made for a cer
tificate of registry, enrolment or license for such ship or vessel by any 
citizen or inhabitant as aforesaid, to make such variations in the forms 
of the oaths, certificates, and licenses, as shall render them applicable to 
the cases herein intended to be provided for : And provided also, that 
every such inhabitant applying as aforesaid, shall, prior to his being en
titled to receive such certificate of registery, enrolment, or license, 
deposit with the collector, the register and other papers under which 
such ship or vessel had been navigated ; and also take and subscribe, 
before the collector (who is hereby authorized to administer the same) 
the following oath : I, A. B., do swear ( or affirm) that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to the United States of America, and that I do 
entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign 
prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the 
king of Spain and the French Republic. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said 
ceded territory who were residents thereof on the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, who shall take the oath afore
said, and who continue to reside therein, or citizens of the United States 
residents of said ceded territory, shall be entitled to all the benefits and 
privileges of owning ships or vessels of the United States, to all intents 
and purposes, as if they were resident citizens of the United States. 

Al'PROVED, February 25, 1804. 

CHAP. XVIII.-.9n Act for tl,e relief rf certain military pensione,·s in the state 
of South Carolina. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the persons to whom 
military pensions have been heretofore granted and paid by the state of 
South Carolina, in pursuance of the resolves of the United States in con
gress assembled, for the payment of pensions to the invalids who were 
wounded and disabled during the late war with Great Britain, and who 
have not been placed on the books, in the office of the Secretary for the 
department of War, shall be, and the same hereby are directed to be 
placed on said books, and their said pensions shall be hereafter paid by 
the United States, in the same manner as to other pensioners of the 
United States, out of the funds already appropriated for that purpose. 

S~c. 2. And be it further enacted, That in placing the names of 
pensioners on the books, pursuant to the directions contained in the 
foregoing section, the Secretary of War shall be guided by a certificate 
from the state of South Carolina, when the same shall be delivered to 
him, under the proper authentications, which certificate shall specify 
the names of pensioners and sums of pension; and likewise, that they 
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have not been paid since March the fourth, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-nine, by said state; which certificate shall be recorded in the 
books of the department of war, and the original kept on file. And 
each officer, non-commissioned officer, and soldier, whose name shall 
be placed on the said list as a pensioner, in conformity to the provisions 
of this act, or in case of the death of any such officer, non-commissioned 
officer, or soldier, his heirs or legal representatives shall receive a sum 
equal to the arrears of his pension, which shall have accrued from and 
after the fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty
nine, until the passage of this act, or until the death of such pensioner, 
as aforesaid, as the case may be; which arrearages shall be ascertained 
and certified by the register of the treasury in the same manner, and 
under the same restrictions as are contained in the act passed the 
eleventh day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, intituled 
"An act for the relief of the persons therein mentioned or described:" 
Provided, that the commutation of half-pay which may ha.ye been re
ceived by any commissioned officer entitled to a pension, as aforesaid, 
shall first be returned by such officer into the treasury of the United 
States, or shall be deducted from the arrears of pension dhected to be 
paid by this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1804. 

CHAP, XlX.-.!ln .!I.ct to allow drawbacks ef duties, on gnods, wares and merchan. 
dise transported by land, in the cases therein mentioned.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iousc <if Representatives <if t!te United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all goods, wares and mer
chandise duly imported into either of the districts of Boston and Charles
town, Salem and Beverly, Newburyport, Ipswich or Marblehead, in the 
state of Massachusetts, which shall be transported by inland conveyance 
along the turnpike or other main road into another of the said districts, 
and be therefrom exported to any foreign port or place, shall be entitled 
to the benefit of a drawback of the duties upon such exportation, under 
the same provisions, regulations, restrictions and limitations, as if the 
goods, wares and merchandise were transported coastwise from one to 
another of the said districts, and also upon the conditions specified in 
the seventy-ninth section of the act, intituled "An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares and mer
chandise duly imported into the district of Delaware, may be transported 
to the same places, in the same manner, and on the same conditions 
with goods, wares and merchandise duly imported into the districts of 
Philadelphia, New York or Baltimore; and shall, in like manner, be 
entitled to the benefit of a drawback of the duties thereon, upon expor
tation to any foreign port or place, agreeably to the provisions contained 
in the seventy-ninth section of an act, intituled "An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage:" and that all goods, wares 
and merchandise, which being duly imported into the districts of Phila
delphia, New York or Baltimore, shall be exported from the district of 
Delaware, shall also be entitled to the benefit of a drawback of the 
duties on the same, in the same manner, and on the same conditions 
which are prescribed by the said seventy-ninth section of the act afore
said, for goods, wares and merchandise, which being duly imported into 
Baltimore or New York, shall be exported from Philadelphia. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1804. 

(a) See as to Drawbacks, vol. i. p. 680, 687. 
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CHAP, XX.-.fln .!let furt!ter to amend tlie act intituled ".11.n act to lay and collect 
a direct tax wit!tin t!te United States," (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatines of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of 
the collectors of the direct tax, under whose direction, or by whom any 
tract of land may have been sold for non-payment of such tax, and 
where the time limited by law for the redemption of such lands, shall 
not have expired before the passing of this act, to transmit within three 
months after the passing of this act, correct transcripts of the lists of 
all the tracts of land or lots, which have been sold, either in, whole or 
in part, for non-payment of the said tax before the passing of this act, 
to the supervisor or to the officers to whom the duties of supervisor may 
have been transferred, or in case there be no such person, to the mar
shal of the district within which such lands may lie; and the said col
lectors shall likewise transmit to the same officer, within three months 
after the completion of any sale made subsequent to the passing of this 
act, similar transcripts of the lists of all the tracts of land or lots which 
shall, after the passing of this act, be sold, either in whole or in part, 
for non-payment of the said tax, which several transcripts shall, in every 
case, specify the tract or lot sold, in whole or in part, the quantity of 
land which has been sold; the time when sold; the amount of tax, 
charges and costs for which it was sold, and the amount paid by, and 
the name of the purchaser; and shall also designate all those tracts or 
lots which shall have been redeemed by the original proprietors, or for 
their benefit, in conformity with the provisions for that purpose hereto
fore enacted: and it shall also be the duty of the said collectors to pay 
over, within the time aforesaid, to the officer to whom the above· men
tioned transcripts may have been transmitted, the amount of all the 
monies paid to them by or for the benefit of any original proprietor of 
lands or lots sold for non-payment of the tax, and subsequent to such 
sale redeemed in conformity with law, by or for such proprietor, which 
shall , not at the time of transmitting the said transcripts, have been re
paid by such collector to the purchaser of such land or lots. And any 
collector failing to comply with the provisions of this section, or with 
any of them, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars with 
costs of suit. 

SEc. 2. And be it further cnactfd, That if any collector shall fail to 
transmit the transcripts required by the first section of this act, within 
the time aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the supervisor, officer acting 
as supervisor, or marshal, as the case may be, of the district within 
which the collection district of such collector may be, to prepare within 
six months after the passing of this act, from the lists or such other 
documents as may be in his possession, a similar transcript of the list 
of lands which such collector had by virtue of the second section of the 
act, intituled "An act to amend an act, intituled An act to lay and 
collect a direct tax within the United States," been authorized to sell 
for non-payment of the said tax; which list shall likewise specify in 
every case, the tract or lot described in the original assessment, and the 
amount of tax, charges and costs for which it was liable to be sold; and 
any supervisor, officer acting as supervisor, or marshal, as the case may 
be, failing to comply with the provisions of this section shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of five hundred dollars with costs of suit. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
supervisors, officers acting as supervisors, or marshals, as the case may 
be, to exhibit the before mentioned transcripts, whether transmitted by 
the collector, or prepared by themselves; and also, to keep open the 

(a) Notes to act of July 9, 1798, chap. 70, vol. i. 580. 
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original assessment lists, and whenever required within the time limited 
by law for the redemption of lands, or lots, thus sold, to any person 
wishing to ascertain whether any tract of land or lot has been sold for 
non-payment of the tax, to receive, within the same period, from any 
person tendering the same, the amount of the tax, charges and costs for 
which any such tract of land or lot has been sold, with the interest which 
shall have accrued on the same as fixed by law, and execute a receipt 
for the same; which payment, by whomsoever made, shall always be 
considered to be made for the benefit of the original proprietor; and to 
pay over, at any time, within the same period, when applied for, the 
monies and "interest received from, or for any original proprietors, who 
shall have availed themselves of the right of redeeming th~ir lands, 
agreeably to law, to the person who may have purchased the tract of 
land or lot, so redeemed, when the same was sold for non-payment of 
the tax, or to the representative of such person. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said supervisor, person acting as supervisor, or marshal, as the case may 
be, to file, at the end of two years after the completion of the sales of 
lands sold within their district, for non-payment of the direct tax, with 
the clerk of the district court within whose district such lands may lie, 
correct transcripts, similar to those prescribed by the first section of this 
act, of the lands or lots sold in whole, or in part, for non-payment of 
the direct tax, and which shall not have been redeemed by, or for, the 
original proprietor within the said two years ; and also to pay into the 
clerk's office of the said court, for the use of the purchaser or his repre
sentatives, any monies remaining in their hands which shall have been 
paid by such original proprietors, as shall have availed themselves of the 
right of redemption: and it shall also be the duty of the said supervisors, 
officers acting as supervisors, or marshals, as the case may be, when 
any collector shall have'failed to .transmit to them, or any of them, the 
transcripts of the lists of lands sold for non-payment of the tax, as 
required by the first section of this act, to file with the clerk of the said 
district court the receipts given by such collector, either for the purchase 
money of lands or lots, thus sold, to the purchasers, or for the redemption 
of the same, to original proprietors which shall have been delivered by 
the purchasers, or original proprietors, as the case may be, of lands, or 
lots, thus sold, to the said supervisors, officers acting as supervisors, or 
marshals, in the manner, and within the time prescribed by this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several marshals, for 
the time being, of the said district courts shall alone have the authority 
in all cases where the time limited by Jaw for the redemption of lands 
sold, shall not have expired before the passing of this act; and they are 
hereby authorized and required to execute deeds for so much of the said 
lands and lots as shall have been sold to satisfy the amount of the direct 
tax, charges and costs due thereon, and which shall not have been 
redeemed by or for the original proprietor, within the time limited by 
law, to the purchasers of such lands or lots, or. their legal representa
tives: Provided ltowever, and it is further enacted, That no such deed 
shall be executed except for lands or lots contained in the transcripts 
filed with the clerk of the proper district court, in conformity with the 
preceding section, or unless the purchaser of any tract of land or lot, 
sold for non-payment of the tax, shall have filed within three months 
after the passing of this act, or within three months after such sale, with 
the supervisor, officer acting as supervisor or marshal, as the case _m~y 
be, a receipt from the collector for the purchase money, dated w1thn\ 
thirty days subsequent to such sale, and specifying distinctly, the original 
description of the land assessed and the quantity sold : And provided 
also, that no such deed shall, in any case, be executed for any land pur
chased by or for a collector of the direct tax. and not contained in the 
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transcript filed with the clerk of the district court; nor for any land 
although not returned as redeemed. by the collector, w_hich shall appea; 
by a certificate, or receipt of the said collector, filed with the supervisor, 
or officer acting as supervisor or marshal, as the case may be, before the 
completion of two years after the sale of such land, and filed by such 
officer with the clerk of the court, in confon:ii!y with t~e preceding 
section, to have been redeemed by or for the ongrnal propnetor by pay
ment of the tax, charges, costs and interest to the said collector previous 
to the time limited by the first section of this act, for the transmission 
of transcripts by the collectors of the direct tax. 

SEc. 6. And be [it] furtlier enacted, That where any lot or tract of 
land icahal!.. have been sold before the passing of this act, for non-payment 
of the direct tax, and for a larger sum than the amount of such tax, 
with the legal charges and costs, the collector of the said tax shall be 
accountable to the purchaser for the excess of money paid by such pur
chaser beyond the amount of such tax, charges, and costs : and deeds 
shall be executed in favour of such purchasers, only for so much of the 
land as shall bear the same ratio to the whole quantity of land sold, as 
the amount of the tax, charges and costs bear to the sum for which the 
land was sold: and whenever a deed shall be executed for a part only 
of any tract of land, not described previous to the sale, such part shall 
be laid off at the expense of the purchaser, under the direction of the 
district court, and in conformity with the instructions given to the col
lector, by the supervisor, or officer acting as supervisor, respecting the 
sales of lands sold for non-payment of the direct tax: Provided, that 
hereafter it shall not be lawful for any collector of the said tax, to sell 
more of any lot or tract of land than will pay the amount of such tax, 
with the legal charges and costs. 

SEc. 7. And be it further ena,ctcd, That for the services prescribed 
by this act, the following fees shall be allowed and paid by the parties 
respectively, that is to say: 

To every supervisor for examining the transcripts of land sold, twenty
five cents: for receiving payment of the tax, charges and costs for which 
any iract of land, or lot, may have been sold in whole, or in part, fifty 
cents; and for filing a certificate or receipt of the collector, deposited 
by the purchaser, or original proprietor, six cents. 

To the marshal of the court, one dollar for preparing and executing 
a deed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1804. 

CHAP, XXI.-.B.n .Bet making appropriations for the support of govcrnment,for 
the year one thousand eig!tt hundred and four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and officers; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for th~ payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers; and for 
satisfying certain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the 
same hereby are respectively appropriated; that is to say : 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, one hundred and ninety
eight thousand nine hundred and sixty-five dollars . 
. For the expense of firewood, st~tionery, printing, and all other con

tmgent expenses of both houses, mcluding the expense of printing the 
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President's message of the twenty-third of December, one thousand Specific ap-
eight hundred and two, ~ith the accompanying documents, thirty-two propriations, 
thousand seven hundred aollars. 

For the purchase of books for the use of both houses of Congress, the 
balance of the former appropriation being carried to the credit of the 
surplus fund, two thousand seven hundred and three dollars and five 
cents. 

For furniture for the House of Representatives, being an expense 
incurred in the year one thousand eight hundred and three, twelve hun
dred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, 
four thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For printing and dii.tributing copies of the laws of the first session of 
the eighth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, including those engaged on the business 
belonging to the late office of the commissioner of the revenue, fourteen 
thousand and ninety-two dollars and eighty-seven cents. 

For expenses of translating foreign languages, allowance to the per
son employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, 
stationery and printing, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of preparing new certificates of registry for 1803, eh. 18. 
ships and vessels, in conformity with the law of the second of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, four thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in, his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars 
and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the office of the auditor of the treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For the expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, (including books for the public 
stock and for the arrangement of the marine papers) two thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For the expense of printing and transmitting the certificates of the 
six per cent. stock, created by virtue of the act of the tenth of Novem
ber, one thousand eight hundred and three, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink-
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. . 

For compensation of the clerks employed for the purpose of makmg 
drafts of the several surveys of land in the territory of the United States, 

VoL. TI.-34 Z 
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northwest of the river Ohio, and in keeping the books of the treasury, 
in relation to the sales of lands at the several land-offices, two thousand 
dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defrayin" the expenses incident to the stating and printing the 
public account; for the year one thousand eight hundred and four, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps, and charts, for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and four, including the expense of two watchmen, and for the 
repair of two fire engines, and other incidental expenses, one thousand 
one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks, and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses of the office of the Secretary of War, including certain con
tingent expenses incurred in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
one, one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars and two cents. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including a sum of twelve hundred dollars 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, and for expense of stationery, store rent and fuel for the said office, 
four thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For extra expenses incurred by the removal of the office of purveyor 
of public supplies from Philadelphia to Germantown, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three, two hundred and three dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks .and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand one hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the na_vy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand one hundred 
dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed 
by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
including a sum of four thousand five hundred and ninety-five dollars, 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c., exclusive of expenses of prosecution, portmanteaus, mail 
locks, and other expenses incident to the department; these being paid 
for by the Postmaster-General out of the funds of the office, two thou
sand dollars. 
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For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand three Speeific ap. 
hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirteen cents. propriations. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans 
and an allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire and t~ 
defray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, thirte~n thou
sand dollars. 

For extra expenses occasioned by the removal of the loan office bf 
Pennsylvania to Germantown, during the summer of one thousand eight 
hundred and three, three hundred and forty-nine dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis
sioner of loans of the state of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the 
removal of the offices of the treasury department, in the year one thou
sand eight hundred, to the permanent seat of government, two thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general, and the clerks employed 
by him, and for expense of stationery and other contingencies of the 
surveyor-general's office, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, stationery, and other contin
gencies, two thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint:
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two, at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt

ing, coining, carpenters, millwrights and smiths' work, including the 
sum of eight hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant coiner 
and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron work, six 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar 
iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mini, two 
thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, including a sum of eighty-two dollars, for the compensa
tion of one of the judges, which has been carried to the credit of the 
surplus fund, five thousand two hundred and thirty-two dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and 
which are of a nature, according to the usage thereof, to require pay
ment in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For additional compeni;ation to the clerks of the several departments 1799, ch. 40. 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not exceed-
ing for each department, respectively, fifteen per centum, in addition to 
the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty-five 
dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate judges 
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and district judges of the United States, including the chief justice and 
two associate judges of the district of Columbia, and to the attorney. 
general, and including also one thousand dollars for the compensation 
of the district judge of Ohio, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and three, fifty-four thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, Ohio, east and west Tennessee, one 
thousand four hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties; and likewise, for defraying the expenses of prosecution for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For the payment of an annuity granted to the children of the late 
Colonel John Harding and Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of Con
gress, passed the fourteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred, 
six hundred. dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners 
of the United States, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hun
dred and four, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
five, ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and certain con
tingent expenses, fifty-five thousand nine hundred and fifty-one dollars 
and thirty-three cents. 

For the erection of a lighthouse on New Point Comfort, five thousand 
dollars; being the amount of a former appropriation carried to the credit 
of the surplus fund. 

For the payment of balances due on the contracts for erecting the 
lighthouses on Old Point Comfort, and Smith's Point, and for the 
inspection of the work, the balance of the former appropriations being 
carried to the credit of the surplus fund, two thousand dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Gull's Island, in the sound between Long 
Island and the Main, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for 
that purpose, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the purchase or erection of 
certain warehouses and wharves, under the act respecting quarantine 
and health laws, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for that 
purpose, five thousand dollars: and so much of the sums received on 
account _of storage for merchandise deposited in the public warehouses 
under said act, as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the erec
tion and repairs of the warehouses, and to carry the said act into effect. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the valuation of lands and 
11ouses, and enumeration of slaves within the United States, as directed 
by the act of the ninth of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight; the balance of former appropriations having been carried to the 
credit of the surplus fund, three thousand dollars. 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the act of the third of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, in relation to the lands south of 
the state of Tennessee, in addition to the sum therein appropriated, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, accord-
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ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand Specific ap-
dollars. propriations. 

For furniture for the President's house, being the balance of a former 
appropriation, carried to the credit .of the surplus fund, one hundred and 
forty-five dollars and seventeen cents. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations including the com
pensation of the consuls at the several Barbary powe;s, forty-six thousand 
five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the other expenses of the intercourse between the United States 
and Algiers, and other Barbary powers, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For carrying into effect the treaty between the United States and the 
king of Spain, the balance of former appropriations having been carried 
to the credit of the surplus fund, thirty-two thousand seven hundred and 
forty-seven dollars and thirty-six cents. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For salaries of the agents in Paris and Madrid, for prosecuting claims 
in relation to captures, three thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For satisfying a balance due to John Habersham, late agent for supply
ing the troops in Georgia, nine thousand and fifty-five dollars and seven
teen cents. 

For the relief of sick or disabled American seamen at New Orleans, 
in addition to the appropriations heretofore made for that purpose, one 
thousand dollars. 

For discharging such sums as may, on settlement of their accounts, by 
the accounting officers of the treasury, be found due to persons whose 
property was taken for the use of the militia employed on the expedition 
to suppress the former insurrection in the western counties of Pennsyl
vania, one thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum which shall be found 
due on a settlement of the accounts of the militia who served on an 
expedition commanded by Major Thomas Johnson, against the Indians, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, be paid out of 
any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated; the appropria
tion made by the act of the thirteenth of May, one thousand eight hun-
dred, having been carried to the credit of the surplus fund. 

APPROVED, March 14, 1804. 

CHAP. XXII.-An .!let declaring the assent of Congres.9 to an acl of the General 
Assembly of Virgin·ia, /herein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representati.ves of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the assent of Congr~ss 
is hereby given and declared to an act of the general assembly of V Ir
ginia, intituled "An act for improving_ the navigation of J!mes river," 
which act was passed on the twenty-third day of January, m the year 
one thousand eight hundred and four. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 
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CHAP. XXIII.-.dn Jlct to revive and continue in force, an act inlituled "Jln act 
for the relief ef the refugees from the Britislt Provinces ef Canada and Nova 
Scotia," 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and 1£ouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, T~a_t the ac_t, intituled "An 
act for the relief of the refugees from the Bnt1sh provmces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia," approved on the seventh of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, shall be, and the same is hereby revived and 
continued in force for the term of two years from the passage of this act, 
and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.Hn Jlct making an appropriation for carry-ing into effect iht 
convention concluded between the United States and the King ef Spain, on the 
eleventh day ef JJ.ugust, one tlwusand eight hundred and two. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatives ef tl1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of defray
ing the expense which may arise in carrying into effect the convention 
concluded betwee·n the United States and the king of Spain, on the 
eleventh day of August, one thousand eight hundred and two, the fol
lowing sums, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not other
wise appropriated, be, and the same hereby are appropriated, that is to 
say: 

For the salaries of the commissioners, including half the compensa
tion of the fifth commissioner, half the expenses of the board, and the 
contingent expenses of the commissioners of the United States, twelve 
thousand seven hundred and sixty dollars: Provided, that the compen
sation to be allowed to any of the commissioners, who may be appointed 
in pursuance of the said convention, shall not exceed the rate of four 
thousand four hundred and forty-four dollars per annum. 

For the salary of an agent, whom the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to appoint, for the purpose of supporting the claims 
of citizens of the United States, before the board of commissioners, and 
to whom a compensation, not exceeding the rate of three thousand dol
lars per annum, may be allowed, three thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to make the appointment of the 
said commissioners and agent, during the recess of the Senate, and to 
grant to the persons thus appointed, commissions which shall remain in 
force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

SF.c. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect and 
be in force, from and after the day when the exchange of ratifications 
of the said convention shall be made. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 

March 16, 1804. CHAP. XXV.--Jln .!let to provide for Lighthou.,es and buoys in the cases therein 
mentioned. 

When a suf
ficient quantity 
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Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as the proprietor 
of the south end or point of St. Simon's island in the state of Georgia, 
shall convey, by good and sufficient titles, unto the United States, so 
mu.ch land on the south end of the said island, as the President of the 
United States shall deem sufficient and most proper for the site and 
accommodation of a lighthouse; and the jurisdiction of the ]and, so to 
be conveyed, shall have been ceded to the United States, by the state of 
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Georgia, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to provide 
by contract, which shall be approved by the President of the United 
States, for building a lighthouse thereon, and for furnishing the same 
with all necessary supplies, and also to agree for the salaries or wages 
of the person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the 
superintendence and care of the same. And the President is hereby 
authorized to make the said appointments. 

SEc. 2. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury under the direction of the President, be authorized and required to 
cause to be placed a buoy or buoys at such place or places on or near 
the bar of St. Simon's, as may conduce to the safe pilotage of vessels to 
and from the ports of Brunswick and Frederica. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be rebuilt, in such manner as he 
may deem expedient, the lighthouse at Clark's point within the town of 
New Bedford, in the state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized and required to cause a suf
ficient lighthouse to be erected on Fivemile point, so called, near the 
entrance of the harbor of New Haven, in the state of Connecticut, and 
to appoint a keeper, and otherwise provide for such lighthouse at the 
expense of the United States: Provided, that sufficient land for the 
accommodation of such lighthouse, can be obtained at a reasonable 
price, and the legislature of Connecticut shall cede the jurisdiction over 
the same to the United States. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated for 
the purpose of defraying the charges and expenses to be incurred in 
executing the two first sections of this act, the sum of seven thousand 
dollars ;-for rebuilding the lighthouse as aforesaid at Clark's point, a 
sum not exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars; and for the 
erection of a lighthouse at the Fivemile point aforesaid, a sum not ex
ceeding two thousand five hundred dollars; which sums shall be paid 
out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 

CHAP, XXVI.-An .!let granting f ui-ther time for locating m.ib'lary land warrants, 
and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and lfouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act intituled "An 
act in addition to an . act, intituled An act in addition to an act regu
lating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the 
society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the 
heathen," approved the twenty-sixth day of April, eighteen hundred 
and two, be, and the same is hereby revived and continued in force, 
until the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and five: Pro
vided, however, that the holders or proprietors of warriints or registered 
certificates, shall and may locate the same, only on any unlocated parts 
of the fifty quarter townships, and the fractional quarter townships, 
which had been reserved for original holders, by virtue of the fifth sec
tion of an act, intituled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act 
regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for 
the society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among 
the heathen:" And provided also, that no holder or proprietor of war
rants or registered certificates, shall be permitted to locate the same by 
virtue of this act, unless the Secretary of War shall have made an en
dorsement on such warrant or registered certificate, certifying that no 

(a) See notes to vol. i. 464, and act of March 23, 1801, YOl. 2. 274, 

2i'l 

The Secreta
ry of the Trea
sury shall make 
arrangements 
for building one, 
&c. The Presi
dent to appoint 
a keeper, &c. 

Secretary of 
the Treasury 
to have buoys 
placer! near the 
bar of St. Si
mon's. 

The Secreta
ry of the Trea
sury to cause to 
be rebuilt, the 
lighthouse at 
Clark's point. 

Secretary of 
the Treasury 
required to 
cause a light
house to be 
built at Five
mile point, &c. 

Proviso. 

Appropria
tions for carry
ing this act into 
effect. 

Lighthouse at 
Clark's point. 

Lighthouse at 
Fivemi1e point, 
Georgia. 

STATUTE I. 

March 19, 1804. 

}i'ormer act 
revived and 
continued in 
force till the 
first April, one 
thousand eight 
hundred and 
five. 

Act of March 
1800. Act of 
March 23, 1804, 
ch. 33. 

Limitation as 
to the location 
of warrants. 

1802, ch. 30. 
June I, 1796, 

ch.46. 

Proviso. 

The Secreta
ry of War to en
dorse the war-



272 

rant or certifi
cate that no 
warrant has 
been issued for 
the same in 
virtue of the act 
of March 3, 
1803, ch. 33. 

Act of March 
1, 1800. 

STATUTE I. 

March 19, 1804. 

[Obsolete.] 
Monies re

ceived for du
ties or taxes in 
Louisiana to be 
accounted for 
and paid into 
the treasury, as 
other monies~ 

Appropria. 
tions for de
fraying the ex. 
penses incur. 
red in taking 
possession of, 
and holding 
Louisiana till 
a new govern. 
ment thereof 
shall be estab
lished. 

To be expend
ed under the di
rection of the 
President of the 
United States. 

STATUTE I. 

March 19, 1804. 

[Obsolete.] 
Bonds given 

forduties,where 
the obligors 
have sustained 
losses by the 
fire, to be can. 
celled, and new 
one• with fur
ther indulgence 
to the debtors, 
to be taken by 
the collector. 

EIGHTH CONGRESS. SJ:ss. I. CH. 27, 28. 1804, 

warrant has been issued for the same claim to military bounty land, and 
by virtue of the second section of the act, intituled "An act to revive 
and continue in force an act in addition to an act intituled An act in 
addition to an act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military 
services, and for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the 
gospel among the heathen, and for other purposes," approved the third 
day of March, eighteen hundred and three. 

APPROVED, March-19, 1804. 

CHAP, XXVII,-.Rn .IJct providing for the e:rpenses ,f the Cfril Government cf 
Louisiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the monies which 
have been, or which shall be received by any officer of the United 
States, on account of duties or taxes within the territories ceded by the 
French Republic to the United States, by the treaty of the thirtieth of 
April, eighteen hundred and three, shall be paid into the treasury, and 
accounted for in the same manner as other public monies. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That for the purpose of making 
a reasonable compensation to the person or persons, in whom the powers 
of civil government, heretofore exercised by the officers of the said ter
ritories under the Spanish and French governments, have been vested 
by the President of the United States, and also for defraying the other 
civil expenses of the said territories, from the time when possession of 
the same was obtained by the United States, to the time when a form 
of government shall, under the authority of Congress, be established 
therein, a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be expended 
under the direction of the President of the United States, an<l to be 
accounted for as other public monies, shall be, and the same hereby is 
appropriated, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1804. 

CHAP, XXVllI.-An .IJct for the relief of the sufferers by fire, i11 the tow11 cf 
Norfolk. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons who, being 
indebted to the United States for duties on merchandise, have aiven 
bond therefor with one or more sureties, payable to the collector f<{r the 
district of Norfolk and Portsmouth, and who have suffered a loss of pro
perty by the late conflagration at the town of Norfolk, shall be, and they 
hereby are allowed to take up, or have cancelled, all bonds heretofore 
given for duties as aforesaid, upon giving to the collector new bonds, 
with one or more sureties to the satisfaction of the said collector, for the 
sums of their former bonds respectively, payable in twelve months from 
and after the day of payment specified in the bonds to be taken up or 
cancelled, as aforesaid; and the said collector is hereby authorized and 
directed to give up or cancel all such bonds, upon the receipt of others, 
as described in this act; which last-mentioned bonds shall be proceeded 
with in all respects, like other bonds which are taken by collectors for 
duties due to the United States: Provided, howevei·, that nothing in this 
act contained shall extend to bonds which had fallen due before the 
nineteenth day of February last. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1804. 
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STATUTE I. 
CHAP. X~I:'(,-;.h'.n Jl~t making ~n appropriation for rlefraying the expense., in- March 19, 1804. 

cw-red ,n rnqttzrwg into the ([fficial conduct ef Samuel Cltase, and Richard Peters, 
and in condttcling the impeachment against John Pickering. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House qf Representatives oftlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That ihe sum of two thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the payment of 
such expenses as may have been or hereafter may be incurred in prosecu
ting the inquiry into the official conduct of Samuel Chase, and Richard 
Peters, and in conducting the impeachment against John Pickering. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to every witness summoned 
to attend the Senate in support of the said impeachment, there shall be 
allowed for every day's attendance, the sum of three dollars, and at the 
rate of twelve and a half cents per mile, in coming from and returning 
to his place of abode, for travelling expenses. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That any other expense certified 
by the chairman of any committee appointed to conduct the said inquiry 
or impeachment, to have been authorized by him, shall also be allowed 
and paid. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1804. 

Appropria
tions for carry. 
ing on the im
peachments 
against Samuel 
Chase and .T ohn 
Pickering. 

Fees to the 
witnesses. 

Any other ex
pense author
ized by the 
chairman of the 
committee to be 
allow~d and 
paid. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XXXI.-.lln .!lei altering the sessions ef the District Courts ef the United March 23, 1804. 
States for the districts tf Virginia, Rhode Island, and for the district ef 1Vest 
Tennessee. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assenibled, That the sessions of the dis
trict court for the district of Virginia, directed by litw to be held in the 
town of Norfolk, shall be hereafter held and commence on the fifteenth 
day of June, and on the fifteenth day of December, in every year; and 
that the sessions of the said court, directed by law to be held in the city 
of Richmond, shall be held and commence on the nineteenth day of 
May, and on the nineteenth day of November, in every year.(a) 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when either of the said days 
shall happen to be a Sunday, the sessions of the said court shall com
mence on the following day. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all writs and process which 
have been issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and 
other pleadings which have been continued, to the said district court, 
directed by law to be holden in Norfolk, on the third Tuesday in March 
next, shall be returned and held continued to the fifteenth day of June 
next; and in like manner, all writs and process which [have] been 
issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and other pro
ceedings which have been continued to the said district court, directed 
by law to b_e holden in the city of Richmond, on the third Tuesday in 
June next, shall be returned, and held continued to the nineteenth day 
of May next. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, the session of the district court for the district of Rhode 
Island, shall commence at Newport, on the second Tuesday in May, 
and third Tuesday in October; at Providence, the first Tuesday in 
August, and the first Tuesday in February, annually; any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and pro
ceedings, of what nature or kind soever, pending in, or made returnable 
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(a) By the act of March 24, 1819, the sessions of the court are to be held at Richmond on the 1st <!ay 
of April, and the 15th day of October, and at Norfolk on the 1st day of May, and the !st day of No
vember. 

VoL, U.-35 
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to said court, shall, after the said first day of April next, be continued 
over until the n.ext court to be held in conformity to this act. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sessions of the district 
court for the district of West Tennessee, directed by law to be held in 
the town of Nash ville, shall be hereafter held and commence on the 
Thursday next succeeding the fourth Mondays of May and November, 
in every year; and that all writs and process which have been issued, 
and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and other proceedings 
which have been continued to the said district court, directed by law to 
be held at Nashville, on the fourth Monday of May next, shall be 
returned and held continued to the Thursday next succeeding said 
fourth Monday. 

APPROVED, March 23, 1804. 

CHAP, XXXII.-An Act supplementary to the act, intituled ".8n act to incorporate 
·11,e subscribers to t!te Bank of the United States.'' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the president and direct• 
ors of the Bank of the United States shall be, and they are herehy author
ized to establish offices of discount and deposit in any part of the territories 
or dependencies of the United States, in the manner, and on the terms 
prescribed by the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVED, March 23, 1804. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-Jln .Bet to ascertain the bomzdar.1/ nf the lands resrrved by the 
state of Virginia, northwest rf the river Oldo, for the satisjaction '!/ her 11ficers 
and soldiers on continental establishment, and to limit the period for locating the 
said lands.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives qf the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the line run under the 
direction of the surveyor-general of the United States, from the source 
of the Little Miami, towards the source of the Scioto, and which binds 
on the east, the surveys of the lands of the United States, shall, together 
with its course continued to the Scioto river, be considered and held as 
the westerly boundary line, north of the source of the Little Miami, of 
the territory reserved by the state of Virginia, between the Little Miami 
and Scioto rivers, for the use of the officers and soldiers of the conti
nental line of that state: Provided, that the state of Virginia shall, 
within two years after the passing of this act, recognize such line as 
the boundary of the said territory. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the officers and soldiers, 
or their legal representatives who are entitled to bounty lands within the 
above-mentioned reserved territory, shall complete their locations within 
three years after the passing of this act, and every such officer and soldier, 
or his legal representative, whose bounty land has or shall have been 
located within that part of the said territory, to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, shall make return of his or their surveys to the 
secretary of the department of war, within five years after the passing 
of this act, and shall also exhibit and file with the said secretary, and 
within the same time, the original warrant or warrants under which he 
claims, or a certified copy thereof, under the seal of the office where the 

(a) Act of M:trch 2, 1807, chap. 21; act of April 30, 1810, chap. 35; act of April 1 I, 1818, chap. 43; 
act of April 18, 1818, chap. 62; act of February 24, 1819, chap. 40; act of April 20, 1822, chap. 29; 
act of March 3, 1823, chap. 38; act of May 18, 1824, chap. 88; act of M:ty 4, 1826, chap. 34; act of 
March 2, 1827, chap. 35; act of May 23, 1828, chap. 71; act of February 25, 1831, chap. 34; act of 
July 3, 1832, chap. 163; net of July 24, 1832, cbnp. 205; act of January 27, 1835, chap. 6; act of July 
7, 1838, chap. 166; act of RPptemhcr 4, 1841, chap. 16. 
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said warrants are legally kept; which warrant, or certified copy thereof, 
shall be sufficient evidence that the grantee therein named, or the person 
under whom such grantee claims, was originally entitled to such bounty 
land: and every person entitled to said lands and thus applying, shall 
thereupon be entitled to receive a patent in the manner prescribed by 
law. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That such part of the above men
tioned reserved territory as shall not have been located, and tj:Jose tracts 
of land, within that part of the said territory to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, the surveys whereof shall not have been returned 
to the Secretary of War, within the time and times prescribed by this 
act, shall thenceforth be released from any claim or claims for such 
bounty lands, and shall be disposed of in conformity with the provisions 
of the act, intituled "An act in addition to, and modification of, the 
propositions contained in the act, intitulcd An act to enable the people 
of the eastern division of the territory, northwest of the river Ohio, to 
form a constitution and state government, and for the admission of such 
state into the Union, on an equal footing with the original states, and 
for other purposes." 

APPROVED, March 23, 1804. 
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CHAP. XXXIV.-.Rn .!let further to alter and establish certain post roads, and for March 26, 1804. 
other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
be discontinued; 

In North Garolina.-From Woodstock to Hyde Courthouse; from 

Post roads 
discontinued. 

North Caroli-

Halifax to Tarborough; and from Tarborough to Louisburg. na. 
In Virginia.-From Lexington, by Amherst Springs, to Cabels

borough ; from Pendleton Courthouse to Bath Courthouse; and from 
Alexandria to Piscataway, in Maryland. 

In Kentucky.-From Hartford, by Vienna, to Muhlenburg Court
house. 

In Ohio.-From Zanesville to Marietta, and from Cincinnati to 
Detroit. 

In Maryland.-From Westminster to Taneytown; from Emmitsburg 
to Fairfield, in Pennsylvania; from Elkton to Sassafras; from Bridge
town to Greenborough, and from Brookville to Taneytown. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Pittsburg to Meedsville. 
In Massacliusetts.-From Worcester to Providence, in Rhode Island. 
In Vermont.-From Newbury, by Barry, to Montpelier. 
In New York.-From the town of Chester, in Washington county, to 

Plattsburg. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post roads be 

established, to wit: 

Virginia. 

Kentucky. 

Ohio. 

Maryland. 

Pennsylvania. 
Massachu

setts. 
Vermont. 
New York. 

Post roads es. 
tablished. 

ln Georgia.-From Athens to W alkinsville. Georgia. 
In South Garolina.-From Orangeburg, by Barnwell Courthouse, South Caroli-

Tredways, and Town creek mills to Campbetton; from Statesburg to na. 

Columbia. 
In Nortli Garolina.-From Warrenton, by Ransom's bridge and na~orth Caroli. 

Enfield, to Tarborough; and to return, by Nash Courthouse, Sill's store 
and Ransom's bridge, to Warrenton; from Halifax to Enfield; from 
Scotland Neck, by Granbury's Cross-roads, to Windsor; and from 
Newbern to the town of Beaufort; from Raleigh, by Nutall's store, to 
Merritsville. 

(a) Act to regulate the Post-office department. May I, 1810, chap. 37; act of March 3, 1825, chap. 
64; act of July 2, 1836, chap. 270. Act ofl\farch 3, 1845, chap. 43. 



276 

Virginia. 

Kentucky. 

Tennessee. 

Ohio. 

Pennsylv:mia 

New Jersey. 

New York. 

Connecticut. 

Massachu
setts. 

Maine. 

New Hamp-
1hire. 

EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. M. 1804. 

In Virginia.-From Fredericksburg, by Falmouth, Elk Run ChurcJ,, 
Fauquier Courthouse and Salem, to Paris; from Clarksburg, hy Bucha
nan settlement, to Randolph Courthouse; from Lancaster Courthouse 
to Kilmarnock; and from Kanawha Courthouse, by Point Pleasant, to 
Gal]iopolis, in Ohio; from thence to the Scioto Salt Spring5; and 
from Prince Edward Courthouse, by Lester's store, Wheeler's Springs, 
and Campbell Courthouse, to New London; from Danville, in Virginia, 
to Lenox's castle, in North Carolina; and from Wood Courthouse to 
Marietta. 

In Kentucky.-From Springfield, by Green Courthouse, Adair Court
house, and Cumberland Courthouse, to Jackson Courthouse, in Ten
nessee; and from thence to Blackburn Springs; from John Wood's 
near the Hazle patch, to Lincoln Courthouse; from the town of Wash
ington to Augusta; from Frankfort to Henry Courthouse; that the 
post road from Montgomery Courthouse to Fleming Courthouse, shall 
pass by Slate creek iron works, and the Upper Blue Licks; and that the 
post road from Hartford to Logan Courthouse, shall pass by Muhlenburg 
Courthouse. 

In Tennessee.-From Dixon's Springs, by Lebanon and Rutherford 
Courthouse, to Nash ville; and that the post road from Nash ville to 
Springfield, shall pass by Mansker's lick. 

In Ohio.-From Warren, in the county of Trumbull, by Cleveland, 
to Detroit; from Chilicothe to Alexandria; from Steubenville to New 
Lisbon; from Chilicothe to Franklinton; from Cincinnati, through 
Franklin and Dayton, to Stanton; from thence, through W ainsville and 
Deerfield, to Charleston; from Zanesville, through Tuscorowa, to 
Graden-button ; and that the post road from Georgetown to Canfield, 
shall pass through New Lisbon. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Alexandria, through Hollidaysburg, Beula 
and Armagh, to Greensburg; from Pittsburg, through Butler and Mer
cer, to Meedsville; from Bedford, by Berlin, to Somerset; from Cham
bersburg, through Strasburg and Faunetsburg, to Huntingdon. 

In New ,Tcrsey.-From Ringoe's tavern, by Somerset Courthouse, 
Boundbrook, Scotch Plains and Springfield, to Newark; and from 
Rahway, by Scotch Plains, to New Providence. 

In New York.-From Kingston, through Catskill, Loonenburg, and 
Coxsackie, to the city of Albany ; from Lansingburg, through Schagh
ticoke, Easton, Argyle, and Hartford, to Whitehall; from Owego to 
Aurora; from Unadclla to Cooperstown; from the little falls on the 
Mohawk river, to the academy in Fairfield; from Kingston, by Delhi, 
to the post-office in Meredith; from Walton to Jericho; from the Painted 
post, in the state of New York, to Williamsport, in the state of Penn
sylvania; the post road from Canandagua to Niagara, shall pass by 
Buffaloe Creek. 

In Connecticut.-From Hartford, through Granby and Granville, to 
Blanford, in Massachusetts; from New Haven, through Hamden, Ches
hire, and Southington, to Farmington; and from Hartford, through 
Glastenbury and Colchester, to New London. 

In ll'Iassachusetts.-From Shrewsbury, through Holden, Rutland, 
Oakham, Hardwick, Greenwich, Pelham and Amherst, to Northampton. 

In .L}faine.-From Brunswick, by Litchfield and Hallowell, to Augusta; 
from Wiscassett t_o Boothbay_; and from Fryburgh, through Conway, the 
notch of the White Mountam, Jefferson, Lancaster, to Guildhall Court
house, in V errnont. 

In New Hampsliire,-From Haverhill in Massachusetts, to pass 
through Salemi to Windham in New Hampshire; from Alsop to Con
way; from Salisbury to Plymouth, alternately on each side of Merimack 
river; from Littleton to Guildhall Courthouse, alternately on each side 
o~ C?nnecticut river; from Littleton, through St. Johnsbury and Dan
ville m Vermont, to St. Alban's on Lake Champlain. 
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In Louisiana.-From Massac, on the Ohio river, to Cape Girardeau, 
in Louisiana; from thence to New Madrid; from the said Cape Girar
deau, by St. Geneveive to Kaskaskias, in the Indiana territory; and 
from Cahokia to St. Louis, in Louisiana; from Natchez to Tombigby; 
and from Natchez to New Orleans. 

SEc. 3. And be it .fartltcr enacted, That all letters, returns, and other 
papers on public service, sent by the mail to or from the offices of 
inspector and paymaster of the army, shall be received and conveyed 
free of postage. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That whenever it shall be made 
to appear to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-General, that any road 
established by this or any former act, as a post road, is obstructed by 
fences, gates, or bars, other than those lawfully used on turnpike roads, 
to collect their toll, and not kept in good repair with proper bridges and 
ferries, where the same may be necessary, it shall be the duty of the 
Postmaster-General to report the same to Congress, with such informa
tion as can be obtained, to enable Congress to establish some other road 
instead of it in the same main direction. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall not be so con
strued as to affect any existing contract for carrying the mail. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XXXV.-.Bn.Bct making provision fnr the disposal of the public lands in 
the Indiana territory, and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the powers vested by law 
in the surveyor-general, shall extend over all the public lands of the 
United States to which the Indian title has been or shall hereafter be 
extinguished, north of the river Ohio, and east of the river Mississippi; 
and it shall be the duty of the said surveyor-general to cause the said 
lands to be surveyed into townships, six miles square, and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations, and to do and perform all 
such other acts in relation t<;> the said lands, as is provided by law in 
relation to the lands of the United States, situate northwest of the river 
Ohio and above the mouth of Kentucky river: Provided, that the whole 
expense of surveying and marking the lines shall not exceed three dol
lars for every mile that shall be actually run, surveyed and marked: 
And provided also, that such tracts of land as are lawfully claimed by 
individuals within the said boundaries, and the title whereto has been 
or shall be recognized by the United States, shall be laid out and sur
veyed at the expense of the parties respectively, in conformity with the 
true boundaries of such tracts. And it sh.all also be the duty of the said 
surveyor-general to cause to be run, surveyed and marked such of the 
Indian boundary lines of the said lands, as have not yet been surveyed; 
and with the approbation of the President of the United States to ascertain 
by astronomical observations the positions of such places north of the 
river Ohio and east of the river Mississippi, as may be deemed necessary 
for the correctness of the surveys, and to be the most important points 
of the geography of the country. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, north of the river Ohio and east of the river Mis
sissippi, in the Indiana territory, three land-offices shall be established 
in the same, one at Detroit for the lands lying north of the state of Ohio 
to which the Indian title has been extinguished; one at Vincennes for 
the lands to which the Indian title has been extinguished, and which 

277 

Louisiana .. 

Letters to or 
from the offices 
of inspector and 
paymaster to 
be conveyed 
free. 

[Obsolete. J 
Postmaster

General to re
port to Congress 
the roads which 
have obstruc
tions. 

[Obsolete.] 
Congress to 

establish other 
roads. 

Existing con. 
tracts not affect
ed by this act. 

STATUTE L 

March 26, 1804. 

Powers of the 
surveyor-gene
ral extended 
over all the 
lands of the U. 
States north of 
the Ohio, and 
east of the Mi,. 
sissippi; and he 
shall cause them 
to he laid off 
into townships. 

Expenses of 
surveying not lo 
exceed three 
dollars per mile. 

Tracts claim. 
eel to be laid out 
at the expense 
of the claimant. 

Indian boun
dary lines to be 
run and marked. 

Land-otllces 
established at 
Detroit, Vin
cennes and 
Kaskaskia. 

(a) See notes to. act of March 23, 1804, chap. 33; an act grantin~ lands _to the inhabitants and settlers 
at Vincennes, and the Illinois country, &c., March 3, 1791, chap. 27, Yo!. 1. 221. 
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are included within the boundaries fixed by the treaty lately held with 
the Indian tribes of the Wabash ; and one at Kaskaskia, for so much of 
the lands included within the boundaries fixed by the treaty of the thir
teenth of August, one thousand eight hundred and three, with the Kaskas
kia tribe of Indians, as is not claimed by any other Indian tribe: and for 
each of the said offices a register and a receiver of public monies shall be 
appointed, who shall give security in the same manner, in the same sums, 
and whose compens[!tion, emoluments and duties, and authority, shall, 
in every respect, be the same in relation to the lands which shall be 
disposed of at their offices, as are or may be by law provided, in relation 
to the registers and the receivers of public monies in the several offices 
established for the disposal of the lands of the United States north of the 
river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky rirer. 

81cc. 3. And be it further cnact1;d, That every person claiming lands 
within any of the three tracts of land described in the preceding section, 
by virtue of any legal grant made by the French government, prior to 
the treaty of P_aris, of the tenth of February, one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-three, or of any legal grant made by the British government, 
subsequent to the said treaty, and prior to the treaty of peace between 
the United States and Great Britain, of the third of September, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, or of any resolution, or act 
of Congress, subsequent to the said treaty of peace, shall, on or before 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and five, deliver to 
the register of the land-office, within whose district the land may lie, a 
notice in writing, stating the nature and extent of his claims, together 
with a plot of the tract or tracts claimed, and may also, on or before that 
day, deliver to the said register, for the purpose of being recorded, every 
grant, order of survey, deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of 
his claim; and the same shall be recorded by the said register, in books 
to be kept for that purpose, on receiving from the parties at the rate of 
twelve and a half cents, for everv hundred words contained in such 
written evidence of their claim; a~d if such person shall neglect to deli
ver such notice, in writing, of his claim, or to cause to be recorded such 
written evidence of the same, all his right, so far as the same is derived 
from any resolution or act of Congress, shall become mid, and for ever 
be barred. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlirr enacted, That the register, and receiver 
of public monies, of the three above mentioned land-offices, shall, for 
the lands respectively lying within their districts, be commissioners for 
the purpose of examining the claims of persons claiming lands by virtue 
of the preceding sections. Each of the said commissioners shall, pre
vious to entering on the duties of his appointment, respectively, take 
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, before some person 
qualified to administer the same: "I, do solemnly swear, ( or 
affirm,) that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties imposed 
upon me, as commissioner for examining the claims to land, by an act 
of Congress, intitulcd An act making provision for the disposal of the 
public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes." 

It shall be the duty of the said commissioners to meet at the places 
where the said lancl-otlices are by this act established, respectively, on 
or before the first <lay of January, one thousand eight hundred and five; 
and each board shall, in their respective districts, have power to hear in 
a summary manner all matters respecting such claims; also to compel 
the attendance of witnesses, to administer oaths, and examine witnesses, 
and such other testimony as may be adduced, and to decide thereon 
according to justice and equity, which decision shall be laid before 
Congress in the manner herein after directed, and be subject to their 
decision thereon. The said boards, respectively, shall have power to 
appoint a clerk, whose duty it shall be to enter in a book to be kept for 
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that purpose, full and correct minutes of their proceedings and decisions, 
together with the evidence on which such decisions are made; which 
books and papers, on the dissolution of the boards, shall be deposited 
in the respective offices of the registers of the land-offices; and the said 
clerk shall prepare two transcripts of all the decisions made by the said 
commissioners in favour of the claimants to land, both of which shall 
be signed by the said commissioners, and one of which shall be trans
mitted to the surveyor-general, and the other to the Secretary of the 
Treasury; anrl the lands, the claims to which shall have been thus 
affirmed by the commissioners, shall not be otherwise disposed of, until 
the decision of Congress thereupon shall have been made. It shall like
wise be the duty of the said commissioners to make to the Secretary of 
the Treasury a full report of all the claims filed with the register of the 
proper land-office, as above directed, which they may have rejected, 
together with the substance of the evidence adduced in support thereof, 
and snch remarks thereon as they may think proper: which reports, 
together with the transcripts of the decisions of the commissioners in 
favour of claimants, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury be
fore Congress at their next ensuing session. Each of the commissioners 
and clerks aforesaid, shall be allowed a compensation of five hundred 
dollars in full for his services as such; and each of the said clerks shall, 
previous to his entering on the duties of his office, take and subscribe 
the following oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, do solemnly 
swear, (or affirm,) that I will truly and faithfully discharge the duties of 
a clerk to the board of commissioners for examining the claims to land, 
as enjoined by an act of Congress, intituled An act making provision 
for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other 
purposes." 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the lands aforesaid, not 
excepted by virtue of the preceding section, shall, with the exception 
of the section "number sixteen," which shall be reserved in each town
ship for the support of schools within the same, with the exception also 
of an entire township in each of the three above-described tracts of 
country or districts, to be located by the Secretary of the Treasury, for 
the use of a seminary of learning, and with the exception also of the 
salt springs and lands reserved for the use of the same as herein after 
directed, be offered for sale to the highest bidder, under the direction 
of the surveyor-general, or governor of the Indiana territory, of the 
register of the land-office, and of the receiver of public monies, at the 
places respectively, where the land-offices are kept, and on such day or 
days as shall, by a public proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose. The sales shall remain open at 
each place for three weeks and no longer: the lands shall not be sold 
for less than two dollars an acre, and shall in every other respect, be 
sold in tracts of the same size and on the same terms and conditions as 
have been or may be by law provided for the lands sold north of the 
river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. All lands, other 
than the reserved sections and those excepted as above mentioned, re
maining unsold at the closing of the public sales, may be disposed of 
at private sale, by the registers of the respective land-offices, in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, for the same price, and on the 
same terms and conditions, as are or may be provided by law for the 
sale of the lands of the United States north of the river Ohio, and above 
the mouth of Kentucky river. And patents shall be obtained for all 
lands granted or sold in the Indiana territory, in the same manner and 
on the same terms as is or may be provided by law for lands sold in the 
state of Ohio, and in the Mississippi territory. 

SEc. 6. Ancl be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers, 
creeks and water~, within the Indiana territory, shall be deemed to be 
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and remain public highways;(a) and the several salt springs in the said 
territory together with as many contiguous sections to each, as shall be 
deemed. ;tecessary by the President of the United States, shall be reserved 
for the future disposal of the United States: and any grant which may 
hereafter be made for a tract of land, containing a salt spring which had 
been discovered previous to the purchase of such tract from the United 
States, shall be considered as fraudulent and nuII. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the several _rrovisions made 
in favour of persons who have contracted for lands with John Cleves 
Symmes and his associates, by an act intituled "An act to extend and 
continue in force the provisions of an act intituled An act giving a 
right of pre-emption to certain persons, who have contracted with John 
Cleves Symmes or his associates, for lands lying between the Miami 
rivers in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and for other purposes," 
shall be and the same are hereby continued in force until the first day 
of June next: Provided, that the register of the land-office and receiver 
of public monies at Cincinnati shaII perform the same duties, exercise 
the same powers, and enjoy the same emoluments, which by the last
recited act were enjoined on or vested in the commissioners desig
nated by the said act: And provided also, that no certificate for a right 
of pre-emption shall be granted, except in favour of persons who had, 
before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred, made con
tracts in writing with John Cleves Symmes or with any of his associates, 
and who had made to him or them any payment or payments of money 
for the purchase of such lands; nor unless at least one twentieth part of 
the purchase money of the land claimed, shaII have previously been paid 
to the receiver of public monies, or shall be paid prior to the first day 
of January next. And every person who shall obtain a certificate of 
pre-emption, shall be allowed until the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, to complete the payment of his first instalment: 
And provided also, that where any person or persons shall, in virtue of 
a contract entered into with John Cleves Symmes, have entered and 
made improvements on any section or half section prior to the first day 
of April last (having conformed with all the foregoing provisions in this 
section), which improvements by the running of the lines subsequently 
thereto shall have fallen within any section, or half section other than 
the one purchased as aforesaid, and other than section number sixteen, 
such section or half section shall in that case be granted to the person or 
persons who shall have so entered, improved and cultivated the same, on 
payment of the purchase money agreeably to the provisions made by 
law for lands sold at private sale; but nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to give to any such person or persons a greater number of 
acres than he or they had contracted for, with John Cleves Symmes as 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every person who may have 
heretofore obtained from the commissioners, a certificate of a right of 
pre-emption for lands lying between the two Miami rivers, on account 
of contracts with, or purchase from John Cleves Symmes or his asso
ciates, and who has paid his first instalment; and every person, who 
may obtain a similar certificate by virtue of the preceding section, and 
shall, on or before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and six, pay his first instalment, be permitted to pay the residue of the 
purchase money in six annual equal payments. 

SEc. 9. And be it .further enacted, That fractional sections of the 
public lands of the United States, either north of the river Ohio, or south 
of the state of Tennessee, shall, under the directions of the Secretary 
pf the Treasury, be either sold singly, or by uniting two or more together; 

(a) See act of May 18, 1796, chap. 29, vol. i. p. 464. 
Act of June 1, 1796, ~hnp. 46, vol. i. p. 490. 
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any act to the contrary, notwithstanding: Provided, that no fractional 
sections shall be sold in that manner until after they shall have been 
offered for sale to the highest bidder, in the manner herein after directed. 

SEc. IO. And be it f m·ther enacted, That all the public lands of the 
United States, the sale of which is authorized by law, may, after they 
shall have been offered for sale to the highest bidder in quarter sections 
as herein after directed, be purchased at the option of the purchaser'. 
either in entire sections, in half sections, or in quarter sections; in 
which two last cases the sections shall be divided into half sections 
by lines running due north and south, and the half sections shall be di
vided into quarter sections by lines running due east and west. And 
in every instance in which a subdivision of the lands of the United 
States, as surveyed in conformity with law, shall be necessary to ascer
tain the boundaries or true contents of the tract purchased, the same 
shall be done at the expense of the purchaser. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That no interest shall be charged 
on any instalment which may hereafter become due, in payment for any 
of the public lands of the United States, wherever situated, and which 
have been sold in pursuance of the act, intituled "An act to amend the 
act intituled An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United 
States, in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river," or which may hereafter be sold by virtue of that, or 
of any other act of Congress: Provided, that such instalments shall 
be paid on the day on which the same shall become due; but the inter
est shall be charged and demanded in conformity with the provisions 
heretofore in force, from the date of the purchase on each instalment 
which shall not be paid on the day on which the same shall become due: 
Prm,idcd however, that on the instalments which are or may become 
<lue before the first day of October next, interest shall not be charged, 
except from the time they became due until paid, but in failure to pay 
the said instalments on the said first day of October, interest shall be 
charged thereon, in conformity with the provisions heretofore in force, 
from the date of the purchase. 

Sv,c. 12. And be it further enacted, That the sections which have 
been heretofore reserved, and are by this act directed to be sold, also, 
the fractional sections, classed as is by the ninth section of this act direct
ed, and all the other lands of the United States, north of the Ohio, and 
above the mouth of Kentucky river, shall be offered for sale in quar
ter sections, to the highest bidder, under the directions of the register of 
the land-office, and of the receiver of public monies, at the places, re
spectively, where the land-offices are kept, that is to say; the lands in 
the districts of Chilicothe, on the first Monday of May; the lands in the 
district of Marietta, on the second Monday of May; the lands in the 
district of Zanesville, on the third Monday of May; the lands in the 
district of Steubenville, on the second Monday of June; and the lands 
in the district of Cincinnati, on the first Monday of September. The 
sales shall remain open at each place no longer than three weeks; the 
lands which may be thus sold, shall not be sold for less than two dollars 
per acre, and shall, in every other respect be sold on the same terms and 
conditions, as is provided for the sale of lands sold at private sale. And 
all the other public lands of the United States, either north of the Ohio, 
or south of the state of Tennessee, which are directed to be sold at pub
lic sale, shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, in quarter sections: 
Provided however, that section number twenty-six of the third town
ship of the second fractional range, within the grant made by the United 
States to John Cleves Symmes, on which is erected a mill-dam, is hereby 
granted to Joseph Van home, the proprietor of the said dam; and also, 
that section number twenty-nine of the second township of the fourth 
entire range, be granted to James Sutton; and also, that section number 
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twenty-one of the ninth township of the twenty-first range, be granted 
to Christian Van Gundy, on their payment of the purchase money, 
agreeably to the provisions made by law, for lands sold at private sale. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That whenever any of the public 
lands shall have been surveyed in the manner directed by law, they shall 
be divided by the. Secretary of the Treasury into convenient surveying 
districts, and a deputy surveyor shall, with the approbation of the said 
secretary, be appointed by the surveyor-general for each district, who 
shall take an oath or affirmation truly and faithfully to perform the 
duties of his office; and whose duty it shall be to run and mark such 
lines as may be necessary for subdividing the lands surveyed as aforesaid, 
into sections, half sections or quarter sections, as the case may be; to 
ascertain the true contents of such subdivisions; and to record in a 
book to be kept for that purpose, the surveys thus made. The surveyor
general shall furnish each deputy surveyor with a copy of the plat of the 
townships and fractional parts of townships contained in his district, 
describing the subdivisions thereof, and the marks of the corners. 
Each deputy surveyor shall be entitled to receive from the purchaser of 
any tract of land, of which a line or lines shall have been run and 
marked by him, at the rate of three dollars for every mile thus surveyed 
and marked, before he shall deliver to him a copy of the plat of such 
tract, stating its contents. The fees payable by virtue of former laws 
for surveying expenses shall, after the first day of July next, be no longer 
demandable from, and paid by the purchasers. And no final certificate 
shall thereafter be given by the register of any land-office to the purchaser 
of any tract of land, all the lines of which shall not have l>een run, and 
the contents ascertained by the surveyor-general or his assistants, unless 
such purchaser shall lodge with the said register a plat of such tract, 
certified by the district surveyor. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, each of the registers and receivers of public monies of 
the several land-offices established by law, either north of the river Ohio, 
or south of the state of Tennessee, shall, in addition to the commiS!lion 
heretofore allowed, receive one half per cent. on all the monies paid for 
public lands sold in their respective offices, and an annual salary of five 
hundred dollars, the register and receiver of the land-office at Marietta 
excepted, the annual salary of whom shall be two hundred dollars. And 
from and after the same day the fees payable by virtue of former laws, 
to the registers of the several land-offices, for the entry of lands and for 
certificates of monies paid, shall no longer be demandable from nor paid 
by the purchasers of public lands. And it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause, at least once every year, the books 
of the officers of the land-offices to be examined, and the balance of 
public monies in the hands of the several receivers of public monies of 
the said offices, to be ascertained. 

SEC, 15. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, the fees heretofore payable for patents for lands, shall no 
longer be paid by the purchasers. And it shall be the duty of every 
register of a land-office on application of the party, to transmit, by mail, 
to the register of the treasury, the final certificate granted by such regis
ter to the purchaser of any tract of land sold at his office: and it shall 
be the duty of the register of the treasury, on receiving any such certi
ficate, to obtain and transmit, by mail, to the register of the proper land
office, the patent to which such purchaser is entitled; but, in every such 
instance, the party shall previously pay to the proper deputy postmaster, 
the postage accruing on the transmission of such certificate and patent. 

SEc. 16. And be it fur,ther enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall have full power to appoint and commission the several regis• 
ters and receivers of public monies of the land-offices established by this 
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a.ct, in the recess of Congress; and their commissions shall continue in 
force until the end of the session of Congress next ensuing such ap
pointment. 

SEc, 17. And be it further enacted, That the several superintendents 
of the public sales directed by this act, shall receive six dollars each, for 
each day's attendance on the said sales. 

SEC, 18. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose 
of carrying this act into effect; which sum shall be paid out of any un
appropriated monies in the treasury. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP, XXXVI.-.Bn .fl.ct altering the time for the next meeting of Congres3, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That after the expiration of the 
present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the first Mon
day of November next. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 
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CHAP, XXXVIII.-An .!let erecting Louisiana into two territO'l'ies, and pr<midi11g 
l,, ( 

March 26, 1804. 
fort e temporar'!/ government tkereef. a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that portion of coun
try ceded by France to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, 
which lies south of the Mississippi territory, and of an east and west line 
to commence on the Mississippi river, at the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude, and to extend west to the western boundary of the said cession, 
shall constitute a territory of the United States, under the name of the 
territory of Orleans; the government whereof shall be organized and 
administered as follows: 

SEc. 2. The executive power shall be vested in a governor, who shall 
reside in the said territory, and hold his office during the term of three 
years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. He 
shall be commander in chief of the militia of the said territory; shall 
have power to grant pardons for offences against the said territory, and 
reprieves for those against the United States, until the decision of the 
President of the United States thereon, shall Le made known; and to 
appoint and commission all officers civil and of the militia, whose ap
pointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 
established by law. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

SEc. 3. A secretary of the territory shall also be appointed, who shall 
hold his office during the term of four years, unless sooner removed by 
the President of the United States, whose duty it shall be, under the 
direction of the governor, to record and preserve all the papers and pro
ceedings of the executive, and all the acts of the governor and legislative 
council, and transmit authentic copies of the proceedings of the governor 
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(a) Prior acts relating to Louisiana.-An act to enable the President of the United States to take pos
session of the territories ceded by France to the United States by the treaty concluded at Paris, on the 
30th of April last, and for the temporary government thereof, Oct. 31, 1803, chap. 1; an act authorizing 
the creation of a stock to the amount of eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the convention of the thirtieth of April, 1803, between the United States 
of America and the French Republic, and making provision for the payment of the same, Nov, 10, 1803, 
chap. 2; an act making provision for the payment of claims of citizens of the United States, on the 
government of France, the payment of which has been assumed by the United States, by virtue of th.e 
convention of the thirtieth of April, 1803, between the United States and the French Republic, November 
10, 1803, chap. 3; an act to repeal an act entitled, "An act to allow a drawback of duties on goods 
exported to New Orleans, and therein to amend the act entitled, An act to regulate the duties on imports 
and tonnage," Nov. 25, 1803, chap. 5. 
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in his executive department, every six months, to the President of the 
United States. In case of the vacancy of the office of governor, the 
government of the said territory shall devolve on the secretary. 

SEc. 4. The legislative powers shall be vested in the governor, and in 
thirteen of the most fit and discreet persons of the territory, to be called 
the legislative council, who shall be appointed annually by the President 
of the United States from among those holding real estate therein, and 
who shall have resided one year at least, in the said territory, and hold 
no office of profit under the territory or the Unite.cl States. The go
vernor, by and with advice and consent of the said legislative council, 
or of a majority of them, shall have power to alter, modify, or repeal the 
laws which may be in force at the commencement of this act. Their 
legislative powers shall also extend to all the rightful subjects of legis
lation; but no law shall be valid which is inconsistent with the consti
tution and laws of the United States, or which shall lay any person 
under restraint, burthen, or disability, on account of his religious opin
ions, professions or worship; in all which he shall be free to maintain 
his own, and not burthened for those of another. The governor shall 
publish throughout the said territory, all the laws which shall be made, 
and shall from time to time, report the same to the President of the 
United States, to be laid before Congress; which, if disapproved of by 
Congress, shall thenceforth be of no force. The governor or legislative 
council shall have no power over the primary disposal of the soil, nor to 
tax the lands of the United States, nor to interfere with the claims to 
land within the said territory. The governor shall convene and prorogue 
the legislative council, whenever he may deem it expedient. It shall be 
his duty to obtain all the information in his power, in relation to the 
customs, habits, and dispositions of the inhabitants of the said territory, 
and communicate the same from time to time, to the President of the 
United States. 

SEc. 5. The judicial power shall be vested in a superior court, and in 
such inferior courts, and justices of the peace, as the legislature of the 
territory may from time to time establish. The judges of the superior 
court and the justices of the peace, shall hold their offices for the term 
of four years. The superior court shall consist of three judges, any one 
of whom shall constitute a court; they shall have jurisdiction in all crimi
nal cases, and exclusive jurisdiction in all those which are capital; and 
original and appellate jurisdiction in all civil cases of the value of one 
hundred dollars. Its sessions shall commence on the first Monday of 
every month, and continue till all the business depending before them 
shall be disposed of. They shall appoint their own clerk. In all cri
minal prosecutions which are capital, the trial shall be by a jury of twelve 
good and lawful men of the vicinage; and in all cases criminal and civil 
in the superior court, the trial shall be by a jury, if either of the parties 
require it. The inhabitants of the said territory shall be entitled to the 
benefits of the writ of habeas corpus; they shall be bailable, unless for 
capital offences where the proof shall be evident, or the presumption 
great; and no cruel and unusual punishments shall be inflicted. 

SEc. 6. The governor, secretary, judges, district attorney, marshal, and 
all general officers of the militia, shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, in the recess of the Senate; but shall be nominated 
at their next meeting for their advice and consent. The governor, secre
tary, judges, members of the legislative council, justices of the peace, and 
all other officers, civil and of the militia, before they enter upon the duties 
of their respective offices, shall take an oath or affirmation to support the 
constitution of the United States, and for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of their office; the governor, before the President of the United 
States, or before a judge of the supreme or district court of the United 
States, or before such other person as the President of the United States 
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shall authorize to administer the same; the secretary, judges, and mem
bers of the legislative council, before the governor; and all other officers 
before such persons as the governor shall direct. The governor shall 
receive an annual salary of five thousand dollars; the secretary of two 
thousand dollars; and the judges of two thousand dollars each; to be 
paid quarter yearly out of the revenues of impost and tonnage, accruing 
within the said territory. The members of the legislative council shall 
receive four dollars each per day, during their attendance in council. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enaded, That the following acts, that is to 
say: 

An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States. 

An act, in addition to an act, for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States. 

An act to prevent citizens of the United States from privateering 
against nations in amity with, or against citizens of the United States. 

An act for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified. 
An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from 

service of their masters. 
An act to prohihit the carrying on the slave trade from the United 

States to any foreign place or country. 
An act to prevent the importation of certain persons into certain 

states, where by the laws thereof, their admission is prohibited. 
An act to establish the post-office of the United States. 
An. act further to alter and establish certain post roads, and for the 

more secure carriage of the mail of the United States. 
An act for the more general promulgation ·of the laws of the United 

States. 
An act, in addition to an act, imituled an act for the more general 

promulgation of the laws of the United States. 
An act to promote the progress of useful arts, and to repeal the act 

heretofore made for that purpose. 
An act to extend the privilege of obtaining patents for useful disco

veries and inventions to certain persons therein mentioned, and to 
enlarge and define the penalties for violating the rights of patentees. 

An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of 
maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during the time therein mentioned. 

An act, supplementary to an act, intituled An act for the encourage
ment of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to 
the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the time therein men
tioned; and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, 
engraving, and etching historical and other prints. 

An act providing for salvage in cases of recapture. 
An act respecting alien enemies. 
An act to prescribe the mode in which the public acts, records, and 

judicial proceedings in each state shall be authenticated, so as to take 
effect in every other state. , 

An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes. 
An act for continuing in force a law, intituled An act for establishing 

trading houses with the Indian tribes. And 
An act making provision relative to rations for Indians, and to their 

visits to the seat of government, shall extend to, and have full force and 
effect in the above mentioned territories. 

SEc. 8. There shall be established in the said territory a district 
court, to consist of one judge, who shall reside therein, and be called the 
district judge, and who shall hold, in the city of Orleans, four sessions 
annually; the first to commence on the third Monday in October next, 
and the three other sessions, progressively, on the third Monday of every 
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third calendar month thereafter. He shall, in all things, have and exer
cise the same jurisdiction and powers, which are by law given to or 
may be exercised by the judge of Kentucky district; and shall he allo~ed 
an annnal compensation of two thousand dollars, to be paid quarter 
yearly out of the revenues of impost and tonnage accruing within the 
said territory. He shall appoint a clerk for the said district, who shall 
reside, and keep the records of the court, in the city of Orleans, and 
shall receive for the services performed by him, the same fees to which 
the clerk of Kentucky district is entitled for similar services. 

There shall be appointed in the said district, a person learned in the 
law, to act as attorney for the United States, who shall, in addition to 
his stated fees, be paid six hundred dollars, annually, as a full compen
sation for all extra services. There shall also be appointed a marshal 
for the said district, who shall perform the same duties, be subject to the 
same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees to which 
marshals in other districts are entitled for similar services; and shall 
moreover be paid two hundred dollars, annually, as a compensation for 
all extra services. 

SEC. 9. All free male white persons, who are housekeepers, and who 
shall have resided one year, at least, in the said territory, shall be qua
lified to serve as grand or petit jurors, in the courts of the said territory ; 
and they shall, until the legislature thereof shall otherwise direct, be 
selected in such manner as the judges of the said courts, respectively, 
shall prescribe, so as to be most conducive to an impartial trial, and to 
be least burthensome to the inhabitants of the said territory. 

SEc. 10. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to import or 
bring into the said territory, from any port or place without the limits 
of the United States, or cause or procure to be so imported or brought, 
or knowingly to aid or assist in so importing or bringing any slave or 
slaves. And every person so offending, and being thereof convicted 
before any court within said territory, having competent jurisdiction, 
shall forfeit and pay for each and every slave so imported or brought, 
the sum of three hundred dollars; one moiety for the use of the United 
States, and the other moiety for the use of the person or persons who 
shall sue for the same; and every slave so imported or brought, shall 
thereupon become entitled to, and receive his or her freedom. It shall 
not be lawful for any person or persons to import or bring into the said 
territory, from any port or place within the limits of the United States, 
or to cause or procure to be so imported or brought, or knowingly to aid 
or assist in so importing or bringing any sla-ve or slaves, which shall 
have been imported since the first day of May, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, into any port or place within the limits of the 
United States, or which may hereafter be so imported, from any port or 
place without the limits of the United States; and every person so 
offending, and being thereof convicted before any court within said 
territory, having competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every slave so imported or brought, the sum of three hundred 
dollars, one moiety for the use of the United States, and the other 
moiety for the use of the person or persons who shall sue for the 
same; and no slave or slaves shall directly or indirectly be introduced 
into said territory, except by a citizen of the United States, remov
ing into said territory for actual settlement, and being at the time 
of such removal bona fide owner of such slave or slaves; and every 
slave imported or brought into the said territory, contrary to the pro
visions of this act, shall thereupon be entitled to, and receive his or 
her freedom. 

SEc. 11. The laws in force in the said territory, at the commencement 
of this act, and not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, shall con
tinue in force, until altered, modified, or repealed by the legislature. 
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SEC. 12. The residue of the province of Louisiana, ceded to the 
United States, shall be called the district of Louisiana, the government 
whereof shall be organized and administered as follows: 

The executive power now vested in the governor of the Indiana terri
tory, shall extend to, and be exercised in the said district of Louisiana. 
The governor and judges of the Indiana territory shall have power to 
establish, in the said district of Louisiana, inferior courts, and prescribe 
their jurisdiction and duties, and to make all laws which they may deem 
conducive to the good government of the inhabitants thereof: Provided 
ltowever, that no law shall be valid which is inconsistent with the consti
tution and laws of the United States, or which shall lay any person 
under restraint or disability on account of his religious opinions, pro
fession, or worship; in all of which he shall be free to maintain his 
own, and not burthened for those of another: And provided also, that 
in all criminal prosecutions, the trial shall be by a jury of twelve good 
and lawful men of the vicinage, and in all civil cases of the value of one 
hundred dollars, the trial shall be by jury, if either of the parties require 
it. The judges of the Indiana territory, or any two of them, shall hold 
annually two courts within the said district, at such place as will be most 
convenient to the inhabitants thereof in general, shall possess the same 
jurisdiction they now possess in the Indiana territory, and shall continue 
in session until all the business depending beforf them shall be disposed 
of. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the Indiana territory to record 
and preserve all the papers and proceedings of the governor, of an execu
tive nature, relative to the district of Louisiana, and transmit authentic 
copies thereof every six months to the President of the United States. 
The governor shall publish throughout the said district, all the laws which 
may be made as aforesaid, and shall from time to time report the same 
to the President of the United States, to be laid before Congress, which, 
if disapproved of by Congress, shall thenceforth cease, and be of no 
effect. 

The said district of Louisiana shall be divided into districts by the 
governor, under the direction of the President, as the convenience of 
the settlements shall require, subject to such alterations hereafter as 
experience may prove more convenient. The inhabitants of each dis
trict, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, shall be formed into a 
militia, with proper officers, according to their numbers, to be appointed 
by the governor, except the commanding officer, who shall be appointed 
by the President, and who whether a captain, a major or a colonel, shall 
be the commanding officer of the district, and as such, shall, under the 
governor, have command of the regular officers and troops in his dis
trict, as well as of the militia, for which he shall have a brevet commis
sion, giving him such command, and the pay and emoluments of an 
officer of the same grade in the regular army; he shall be specially 
charged with the employment of the military and militia of his district, 
in cases of sudden invasion or insurrection, and until the orders of the 
governor can be received, and at all times with the duty of ordering a 
military patrol, aided by militia if necessary, to arrest unauthorized 
settlers in any part of his district, and to commit such offenders to jail 
to be dealt with according to law. 

SEc. 13. The laws in force in the said district of Louisiana, at the 
commencement of this act, and not inconsistent with any of the provi
sions thereof, shall continue in force until altered, modified or repealed 
by the governor and judges of the Indiana territory, as aforesaid. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That all grants for lands within the 
territories ceded by the French Republic to the United States, by the 
treaty of the thirtieth of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and three; the title whereof was, at the date of the treaty of St. Ildefonso, 
in the crown, government or nation of Spain, and every act and pro-
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ceeding subsequent thereto, of whatsoever nature, towards the obtaining 
any grant, title, or claim to such lands, and under whatsoever authority 
transacted, or pretended, be, and the same are hereby declared to be, 
and to have been from the beginning, null, void, and of no effect in law 
or equity.(a) Provided nevertlteless, that any thing in this section con-

(a) Decisions of tile Supreme Court on Louisiana land titles :-By the treaty of St. Ildefonso, made on 
the 1st of October, 1800, Spain ceded Louisiana to France; and _France, by the_ treaty of Pari_s, signed 
the 30th of April, 1803, ceded it to the United States. Under this treaty the Um_ted States claimed the 
countries between the Iberville and the Perdido. Spain contended that her ·cession to France compre. 
bended only that territory which at the time of the cession was denominated Louisiana, consisting of the 
island of New Orleans, and the country which had been originally ceded to her by France, west of the 
Mississippi. The land claimed by the plaintiffs in error, under a grant from the crown of Spain, made 
after the treaty of St. Ildefonso, lies within the disputed territory; and this case presents the question, 
to whom did the country between the Iberville and Perdido belong after the treaty of St. Ildefonso 1 Had 
France and Spain agreed upon the boundaries of the retroceded teri:itory, befor_e Louisiana was acquired 
by the United States, that agreement would undoubtedly have ascertamed its limits. But the declarat10ns 
of France, made after parting with the province, cannot be admitted as conclusive. _In questions of this 
character, political considerations have too much influence over the conduct of nat10ns, to permit their 
declarations to decide the course of an independent government, in a matter vitally interesting to itself. 
Foster et al. v. Neilson, 2 Peters, 254. 

If a Spanish grantee had obtained possession of the land in dispute so as to be the defendant, would a 
court of the United States maintain his title under a Spanish grant, made subsequent to the acquisition 
of Louisiana, singly on the principle that the Spanish construction of the treaty of St. Ildefonso was 
!ight, and the American construction wrong 1 Such a decision would subvert those principles which 
govern the relations between the legislative and judicial departments, and mark the limits of each. Ibid. 
309. 

The sound construction of the 8th article of the treaty between the United States and Spain, of the 
22d of February, 1829, will not enable the court to apply its provisions to the case of the plaintiff. Ibid. 
314. 

The article does not declare that all the grants made by bis Catholic majesty before the 24th of Janu
ary, 1818, shall be valid to the same extent as if the ceded territories bad remained under his dominion. 
It does not say that those grants aro hereby confirmed. Had such been its language, it would have acted 
directly on the subject, and it would have repealed those acts of Congress which were repugnant to it; 
but its language is that those grants shall be ratified and confirmed to the persons in possession, &c. By 
whom shall they be ratified and confirmed 1 This seems to be the language of contract; and if it_ is, the 
ratification and confirmation which are promised must be the act of the legislature. Until such act shall 
he passed, the court is not at liberty to disregard the existing laws on the subject. Ibid. 

The controversy in relation to the country lying between the Mississippi and the Perdido rivers, and 
the va\idity of the grants made by Spain in the disputed territory, after the cession of Louisiana to the 
United States, were carefully examined and decided in the case of Foster and Elam v. Neilson. The 
supre1ru court, in that case, decided that the question of boundary between the United States and Spain 
was a 1uestion for the political departments of the government; that the legislative and executive 
hrancb,s having decided the question, the courts of the United States are bound to regard the boundary 
determhe<l by them as the true one; that grants made by the Spanish authorities of lands, which, accord
ing to his boundary line belonged to the United States, gave no title to the grantees, in opposition to 
those caiming under the United States; unless the Spanish grants were protected by the subsequent 
arran 6enents made between the two governments; and that no such arrangements were to be found in 
the tnaty of 1819, by which Spain ceded the Floridas to the United States, according to the fair import 
of its words, and its true construction. Garcia v. Lee, 12 Peters, 511. 

In tie case of Foster and Elam v. Neilson, the supreme court said, that the Florida treaty of 1819 
dcclar,s that all grants made before the 24th January, 1818, by the Spanish authorities," shall be ratified 
and co1firmed to the persons in possession of the lands, to the same extent that the same grants would 
be va!i,, if the territories had remained under the dominion of his Catholic majesty :" and in deciding 
!he cas, of Foster and Elam, the court held that even if this stipulation applied· to lands in the territory 
m queston, yet the words used did not import a present confirmation by virtue of the, treaty itself, but 
that the~ were words of contract; « that the ratification and confirmation, which were promised, must 
he_ t~e act ,f the legisla!ure; and until such shall be passed, the court is not at liberty to disregard the 
~x1stmg L~v, on the subject." Afterwards, in the case of the United States v. Percheman, 7 Peters, 86, 
m rev1ewint the words of the eighth article of the treaty, the court, for the reasons there assigned, came 
to a differe1t conclusion; and held that the words were words of present confirmation, by the treaty, 
whore the lmd had been rightfully granted before the cession; and that it did not need the aid of an act 
?f Congressto ratify and confirm the grant. This language was, however, applied by the court, and was 
mtnnded to cyply to grants made in a territory which belonged to Spain at the time of the grant. The 
cas_e then heore the court was one of that description. It was in relation to a grant of land in 17!orida, 
~h1ch unque,tionably belonged to Spain at the time the grant was made; and where the Spanish authori
trns had an u1donbted right to grant, until the treaty of cession in 1819. It is of such grants that the 
court speak, vhen they declare them to be confirmed and protected by the true construction of the treaty; 
and that they lo not need the aid of an act of Congress to ratify and confirm the title of the purchaser. The 
court do not •pply this principle to grants made_ within the territory of Louisiana. The case ·of Foster 
~nd Elam v. fuilson, must in all other respects be considered as affirmed by the case of Percheman; as 
It underwent acareful examination in that case, and as none of its principles were questioned, except 
that referred to Garcia v. Lee, 12 Peters, 51 J. 

The acts of :he cQmmissioners appointed to adjust and settle land titles in Louisiana, under the acts 
of Congress aulhorizing and confirming the same, are conclusive as to all titles to lands which have been 
confirmed, acco:ding to the provisions of the different acts of Congress on the subject. Strother v. Lu· 
cns, 1.2 Peters, 410. See also The United States v. Perchcman, 7 Peters, 56. 
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tained shall not be construed to make null and void any bona fide grant, 
made agreeably to the laws, usages and customs of the Spanish govern
ment to an actual settler on the lands so granted, for himself, and for 
his wife and family; or to make null and void any bona fide act or pro
ceeding done by an actual settler agreeably to the laws, usages and 
customs of the Spanish government, to obtain a grant for lands actl,\ally 
settled on by the person or persons claiming title thereto, if such settle
ment in either case was actually made prior to the twentieth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and three: And provided further, 
that such grant shall not secure to the grantee or his assigns more than 
one mile square of land, together with such other and further quantity 
as heretofore hath been allowed for the wife and family of such actual 
settler, agreeably to the laws, usages and customs of the Spanish govern
ment. And that if any citizen of the United States, or other person, 
shall make a settlement on any lands belonging to the United States, 
within the limits of Louisiana, or shall survey, or attempt to survey, 
such lands, or to designate boundaries by marking trees, or otherwise, 
such offender shall, on conviction thereof, in any court of record of the 
United States, or the territories of the United States, forfeit a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, and suffer imprisonment not exceeding 
twelve months; and it shall, moreover, be lawful for the President of the 
United States to employ such military force as he may judge necessary 
to remove from lands belonging to the United States any such citizen or 
other person, who shall attempt a settlement. thereon. 

SEC. 15. The President of the United States is hereby authorized to 
stipulate with any Indian tribes owning lands on the east side of the 
Mississippi, and residing thereon, for an exchange of lands, the property 
of the United States, on the west side of the Mississippi, in case the 
said tribes shall remove and settle thereon; but in such stipulation, the 
said tribes shall acknowledge themselves to be under the protection of 
the United States, and shall agree that they will not hold any treaty with 
any foreign power, individual state, or with the individuals of any state 
or power; and that they will not sell or dispose of the said lands, or any 
part thereof, to any sovereign power, except the United States, nor to 
the subjects or citizens of any other sovereign power, nor to the citizens 
of the United States. And in order to maintain peace and tranquillity 
with the Indian tribes who reside within the limits of Louisiana, as 
ceded by France to the United States, the act of Congress, passed on 
the thirtieth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and two, inti
tuled "An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and to preserve peace on the frontiers," is hereby extended to the terri
tories erected and established by this act; and the sum of fifteen thou
sand dollars of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated by 
law, is hereby appropriated to enable the President of the United States 
to effect the object expressed in this section. 

SEc. 16. The act, passed on the thirty-first day of October, one thou
sand eight hundred and three, intituled "An act to enable the President 
of the United States to take possession of the territories ceded by 
France to the United States, by the treaty concluded at Paris, on the 
thirtieth day of April last, and for the temporary government there?f," 
shall continue in force until the first day of October next, any thmg 
therein to the contrary notwithstanding; on which said first day of Octo
ber, this act shall commence, and have full force, and shall continue in 
force for and during the term of one year, and to the end of the next 
session of Congress which may happen thereafter. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 
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CHAP. XXXIX.-.On .flct, in addit.ion to ".9n act for fixing the military peace 
eetablishment ef the United States.'' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati1,es ef the United 
States '!f America in Congress assembled, That there shall be appointed, 
in addition to the surgeon's mates, provided for by the "act fixing the 
military peace establishment of the United States," as many surgeon's 
mates, not exceeding six, as the President of. the United States may 
judge necessary, to be _attached to garrisons or posts, agreeably to the 
provision of the said act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That an equivalent in malt liquor 
or low wines, may be supplied the troops of the United States, instead 
of the rum, whiskey or brandy which, by the said act, is made a compo
nent part of a ration, at such posts and garrisons, and at such seasons 
of the year, as, in the opinion of the President of the United States, 
may be necessary to the preservation of their health. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XL.-.!/n .!let in addition to the act intituled ".fln act for the punishment 
ef certain crimes against the United States."(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati11es ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person, not being 
an owner, who _shaJI, on the high seas, wilfully and corruptly cast away, 
burn, or otherwise destroy any ship or other vessel unto which lie belong
eth, being the property of any citizen or citizens of the United States, 
or procure the same to be done, and being thereof lawfully convicted, 
shall suffer death. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall, on the high 
seas, wilfully and corruptly cast away, burn, or otherwise destroy any 
ship or vessel of which he is owner, in part or in whole, or in any wise 
direct or procure the same to be <lone, with intent or design to prejudice 
any person or persons that hath underwritten, or shall underwrite any 
policy or policies of insurance thereon, or if any merchant or merchants 
that shall load goods thereon, or of any other owner or owners of such 
ship. or vessel, the person or persons offending therein being thereof 
lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and 
shall suffer death. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That any person or persons guilty 
of any crime arising under the revenue laws of the United States, or 
incurring any fine or forfeiture by breaches of the said Jaws, may be 
prosecuted, tried and punished, provided the indictment or information 
be found at any time within five years after committing the offence or 

(a) Destroying a vessel at sea to the injury of the underwriters. Under the second section of the act 
of March 26th, 1804, chap. ,10, on an indictment for destroying a vessel with intent to prejudice the un
derwriters, it is sufficient to show the existence of an association actually carrying on the business of 
insurance, by whose known officers, de facto, the policy was executed, and to prejudice whom the 
vessel was destroyed; without proving the existence of _a legal corporation authorized to insure, or a 
compliance on the part of such corporation with the terms of its charter, or the validity of the policy of 
insurance. United States v. Amedy, 11 Wheat. 392; 6 Cond. Rep. 362. 

The law not making it an offence in the owner to destroy his vessel to the prejudice of the underwri
ters or the cargo, no evidence can be given to establish charges against the defendant for such destruc
tion, to the prejudice of the underwriters on the cargo, even if the indictment contained such a charge. 
Evidence of the value of the property insured may be given to show inducements to destroy or preserve 
it. Tho United States v. Richard Johns, l Wash. C. C.R. 363. 

It is necessary in the indictment to state that the intent was to prejudice the underwriters. Jbi,J.. 
The prosecutor on an indictment for destroying a vessel, must show that the insurance is a valid insur

ance, and if made by an incorporated insurance company, the act of incorporation must be shown, and 
the contract of insurance must be shown to have been executed. Ibid. 

The legal meaning of the term " destroy" by the act of Congress is to unfit the vessel for service 
beyond the hope of ordinary means. This, as to the extent of the injury, is synonymous with " cast 
away." Both mean, such an act as causes the vessel to perish and to be lost, or to he irrecoverable by 
ordinary means. Ibid. 
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incurring the fine or forfeiture, any law or provision to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XLIII.-.Hn .Hct to make furtlter appropriations for the purpose <f e[flin
guislting the Indian claims. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives oftlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars, be appropriated to defray the expense of such 
treaty or treaties as the President of the United States shall deem it 
expedient to hold with the Indians, south of the river Ohio, for the pur
pose of extinguishing Indian claims to any lands lying within the limits 
of the United States; and that the compensation to be allowed to any 
of the commissioners who may be appointed for negotiating such treaty 
or treaties, shall not exceed, exclusive of travelling expenses, the rate 
of six dollars per day, during the time of actual service of such com
missioner. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sum aforesaid shall be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XLIV.-.On .fl.ct to authorize the adj(JIJ,rnment rf District Courts i19 Ma,·• 
shals, in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That in case of the inability 
of the judge of any district court to attend on the day appointed for hold
ing a special or an adjourned district court, such court may, by virtue of 
a written order from the judge thereof, directed to the marshal of the 
district, be adjourned by the marshal to the next stated term of said 
court, or to such day prior thereto, as in the said order shall be ap
pointed. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP, XLVI.-...in ./J.ct further to protect the commerce and seamen <f the Unlted 
States against the Barbary powers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of defray
ing the expenses of equipping, officering, manning, and employing such 
of the armed vessels of the United States, as may be deemed requisite 
by the President of the United States, for protecting the commerce and 
seamen thereof, and for carrying on warlike operations against the re
gency of Tripoli, or any other of the Barbary powers, which may commit 
hostilities against the United States, and for the purpose also of defraying 
any other expenses incidental to.the intercourse with the Barbary powers, 
or which are authorized by this act: a duty of two and an half per centum 
ad valorem, in addition to the duties now imposed by law, shall be laid, 
levied, and collected upon all goods, wares and merchandise, paying a 
duty ad valorem, which shall, after the thirtieth day of June next, be 
imported into the United States from any foreign port or place: and an 
addition of ten per centum shall be made to the said additional duty in 
respect to all goods, wares and merchandise imported in ships or vessels 
not of the United States: and the duties imposed by this act shall be 
levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same regulations 
and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security and time of payment 
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EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 47. 1804. 

respectively, as nre already prescribed by law in relation to the duties 
now in force on the articles on which the said additional duty is laid by 
this act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a distinct account shall be 
kept of the duties imposed by this act, and the proceeds thereof shall 
conf!titute a fund, to be denominated "The Mediterranean Fund," and 
shall be applied solely to the purposes designated by this act: and the 
said additional duty shall cease and be discontinued at the expiration of 
three months after the ratification by the President of the United States 
of a treaty of peace with the regency of Tripoli; unless the United 
States should then be at war with any other of the Barbary powers, in 
which case the said additional duty shall cease and be discontinued at 
the· expiration of three months after the ratification by the President of 
the United States of a treaty of peace with such power: Provided how
ever, that the said additional duty shall be collected on all such goods, 
wares, anll merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall have been im
ported previous to the day on which the said duty is to cease. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, ifhe shall deem it necessary, shall be, and he is hereby authorized 
to cause to be purchased or built, officered, manned and equipped, two 
vessels of war, to carry not more than sixteen guns each, and likewise 
to hire or accept on loan in the Mediterranean sea, as many gun boats 
as he may think proper. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding one 
million of dollars, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not other
wise appropriated, shall he, and the same is hereby appropriated (in ad
dition to the sum heretofore appropriated for the same objects) for the 
purpose of defraying any of the expenses authorized by this act, which 
may be incurred during the present year : or if necessary the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to borrow the said sum, or 
such part thereof as he may think proper, at a rate of interest not ex
ceeding six per centum per annum, from the Bank of the United States, 
which is hereby empowered to lend the same, or from any other body 
or bodies politic or corporate, or from any person or persons; and so 
much of the proceeds of the duties laid by this act, as may be necessary, 
shall be and is hereby pledged for replacing in the treasury, the said 
sum of one million of dollars, or so much thereof as shall have been thus 
expended, and for paying the principal and interest of the said sum, or 
so much thereof as may be borrowed, pursuant to the authority given in 
this section: and an account of the several expenditures made under 
this act, shall be laid before Congress during their next session. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

March 26, 1S04. CHAP. XL VII.-An .fl.ct in addition to an act intituled "./ln act to establish an 
uniform rule ef naturalization, and to repeal the act& heretef ore p(l,Ssed on that 
suoject."(a) 

Certain aliens 
permitted to be
come citizens 
of the U. States 
who resided in 
the U. States be
tween the 18th 
June, 1798, and 
14th April,1802. 

Act of April 
14, !802,ch . .28. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House pf Representatives ef the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That any alien, being a free 
white person, who was residing within the limits and under the jurisdic
tion of the United States, at any time between the eighteenth day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and the fourteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, and who has con
tinued to reside within the same, may be admitted to become a citizen 
of the United States, without a compliance with the first condition 
specified in the first section of the act, intituled "An act to establish an 

(a) See notes to act of March .26, 1790, chap. 3, vol. i. 103, 104. 
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uniform rule of naturalization; and to repeal the acts heretofore passed 
on that subject." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when any alien who shall 
have complied with the first condition specified in the first section of the 
said original act, and who shall have pursued the directions prescribed 
in the _second se~tion of the sai_d act, may die, before he is actually 
naturalized, the widow and the children of such alien shall be considered 
as citizens of the United States, and shall be entitled to all rights and 
privjleges as such, upon taking the oaths prescribed by law. 

ArPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP, XL VIII.-An .11.ct in relation to the Navy Pension Fund. 

Be it enacted _by ~he Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the money accruing 
or which has already accrued to the United States, from the capture of 
prizes authorized by law, and which has not already been paid to the 
Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary 
of War, as commissioners of the navy pension fund, shall be paid to the 
treasurer of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, TJiat it shall be the duty of the 
treasurer of the United States, to receive all the money so accruing, and 
to disburse the same pursuant to warrants from the Secretary of the 
Navy, countersigned by the accountant of the navy; and a distinct 
quarterly account of the monies thus received and disbursed shall be 
rendered by the said treasurer to the accounting officers of the treasury, 
in the same manner as is provided for other public monies received by 
him. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
accountant of the navy to receive and settle all accounts whatever, in 
relation to the navy pension fund, and report from time to time, all such 
settlements, as shall have been made by him, for the inspection and 
revision of the accounting officers of the treasury, in the same manner 
as in other cases of public accounts. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the comptroller of the trea
sury shall be fully authorized and empowered to direct suits for the 
recovery of any sums now due, or which may hereafter be due to the 
United States, for prizes as aforesaid, and to prosecute the same in the 
name of the United States, in the same manner as in other cases for 
the recovery of monies due to the United States. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund be, and they are hereby authorized to appoint a secre
tary, who shall perform all such duties in relation to the fund, as they 
shall require of him ; and shall receive for his services, a salary not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, to be paid quarter 
yearly at the treasury of the United States, and charged to the same 
fund.(a) 
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(a) See note to chapter 53, post, page 297, Navy Pension Fund. By an act passed 10th July, 1832, 
Congress authorized the appointment of a separate and permanent navy agent at Washington, and directed 
the performance of the duties," not only for the navy yard in the City of Washington, but from the navy 
department, under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, in the payment of such accounts and 
claims as the secretary may direct." These duties would not have heen so specially stated in this act, 
if they had been considered by Congress as coming within the ordinary duties of an agent of the navy 
yard at Washington, under the act of 1804. But independent of this consideration_, it i~ enough to know, 
that the duties in question were discharged by the defendant, under the construction given to the law by 
the Secretary of the Navy. United States v. Macdaniel, 7 Peters, 1. 

The United States instituted a suit to recover a balance charged on the books of the treasury depart
ment, against the defendant, who was a clerk in the navy department, upon a fixed annual salary, and 
acted as agent for the payment of moneys due to the navy pensioners, the privateer pensioners, and for 
navy disbursements, for the payment of which, funds were placed in his. hands by governme!1t. He 
claimed these commissions at the treasury, and the claim had been there rejected by the accounting offi-

2 B 2 
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SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund be, and they are hereby authoriz~d and directed to 
make such regulations, as may to them ~ppear expedient, for the admis
sion of persons on the roll of navy pens10ners, and for the payment of 
the pensions. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That under the direction of 
the President of the United States, it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to provide by contract, to be approved by the President, 
for building a lighthouse at the mouth of the river Mississippi, on such 
site as the President of the United States may deem most proper for the 
convenience and accommodation thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That as soon as land sufficient 
shall be obtained at a reasonable price for the purpos.e and the jurisdic
tion of the land so to be obtained shall have been ceded to the United 
States by the state of North Carolina, it shall be the duty of the Secre
tary of the Treasury, to provide by contract, for building a lighthouse 
on or near the pitch of Cape Lookout, in the said state of North Caro
lina, which contract shall be approved by the President of the United 
States; and it shall be the duty of the said secretary to furnish the said 
lighthouses on Cape Lookout and the mouth of the Mississippi with 
all necessary supplies, and also to agree for the salaries or wages of the 
person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the super
intendence and care of the same. And the President is hereby-autho
rized to make such appointments. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty-five thou
sand dollars be, and is hereby appropriated for the purpose of defraying 
the charges and expenses which shall accrue in consequence of the two 
first sections of this act, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasmy, as soon as the fee of the soil shall have vested 
in the United States, to cause a beacon to be erected on the north point 
of Sandy Hook, and the sum of two thousand dollars out of any unap
propriated monies is hereby appropriated for that purpose. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

cers, and if they had allowed the same, he was not now indebted to the government. The United States, 
on the trial of the case in the circuit court, denied the right of the defendant to these commissions, as they 
had not been allowed to him by any department of the government, and asserted that the jury had not 
power to allow them on the trial. By the Court-The rejection of the claim to commissions by the treasury 
department, formed no objection to the admission of it as evidence of offset before the jury. Had the 
cl,.im never been presented to the department, it could not have been admitted as evidence by the court. 
But, as it had been made out in form and presented to the proper accounting officers, and had been re
jected, the circuit court did right in submitting it to the jury, if the claim was considered as equitable. 
Ibid. 

It would be a novel principle to refuse payment to the subordinates of a department because their 
chief, under whose direction they had faithfully served the public, had given an err.oneous construction to 
the law. Ibid. 

• The Secretary of the Navy, in authoYizing the defendant to make the disbursements on which the claim 
for compensation is founded, did not transcend those powers, which, under the eircu:rniitances.ofthe case, 
he might well exercise. Ibid. 



EIGHTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. Cu. 50. 1so,1. 

CHAP. L,-Jln .Oct supplementar.v to the act intituled ".On act relative to the elec• 
tion rf a President and Vice President rf the United States, and declaring the 
qfficer who shall act as President, in case rf vacancies in the qjfices bot!t ef Pre• 
sident and Vice President." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever the amend
ment proposed during the present session of Congress, to the constitu
tion o~ the U n!ted States, resp~cting the manner of voting for President 
and Vice President of the Umted States, shall have been ratified by the 
legislatures of three fourths of the several states, the Secretary of State 
shall forthwith cause a notification thereof to be made to the executive 
of every state, and shall also cause the same to be published, in at least 
one of the newspapers printed in each state, in which the laws of the 
United States are annually published.(a) The executive authority of 
each state shall cause a transcript of the said notification to be delivered 
to the electors appointed for that purpose, who shall first thereafter meet 
in such state, for the election of a President and Vice President of the 
United States: and whenever the said electors shall have received the 
said transcript of notification, or whenever they shall meet more than 
five days subsequent to the publication of the ratification of the above
mentioned amendment, in one of the newspapers of the state, by the 
Secretary of State, they shall vote for,President and Vice President of 
the United States, respectively, in the manner directed by the above
mentioned amendment, and having made and signed three certificates 
of all the votes given by them, each of which certificate shall contain 
two distinct lists, one, of the votes given for President, and the other, 
of the votes given for Vice President: they shall seal up the said certifi
cates, certifying on each, that lists of all the votes of such state given 
for President, and of all the votes given for Vice President, is contained 
therein, and shall cause the said certificates to be transmitted and dis
posed of, and in every other respect act in conformity with the provisions 
of the act to which this is a supplement. And every other provision of 
the act to which this is a supplement, and which is not virtually repealed 
by this act, shall extend and apply to every election of a President and 
Vice President of the United States, made in conformity totheabove
mentioned amendment to the constitution of the United States. 

And wliereas, the above-mentioned amendment may be ratified by the 
legislatures of three fourths of the states, and thereupon become imme
diately valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the constitution, on 
a day so near the day fixed by law for the meeting of the electors in the 
several states, that the electors shall not in every state be apprised of 
the said ratification, and may vote in a manner no longer conformable 
with the constitution, as amended, whereby several states might be 
deprived of their vote in the election of a President and Vice President: 
for remedy whereof, 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the electors who shall be appointed 
in each state for the election of a President and Vice President of the 
United States, shall at every such election, unless they shall have re
ceived a transcript of the notification of the ratification of the above
mentioned amendment to the constitution, or unless they shall· meet 
more than five days subsequent to the publication of the said ratification 
by the Secretary of State, in one of the newspapers of the state, vote 
for President and Vice President of the United States, in the following 
manner, that is to say: they shall vote for two persons as President and 
Vice President, in conformity with the first section of the second article 
of the constitution. And in other respects act in conformity with the 
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(a) The amendment was rroposed in October 1803, and was ratified before September 1804. • 
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provisions of the act to which this act is a supplement; and they shall 
likewise vote for one person as President, and for one person as Vice 
President, in conformity with the above-mentioned amendment of the 
constitution; and in other respects act in conformity with the provisions 
of the first section of this act. But those certificates only, of votes 
given for President and Vice President of the United States, shall be 
opened by the president of the Senate, for the purpose of being counted, 
which shall contain the list or lists of votes given in conformity with the 
constitution, as in force on the day fixed by law for the meeting of the 
electors, by whom the said votes shall have been given. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever, by the provisions 
of the second section of this act, it shall be the duty of the electors for 
any state, to vote in conformity, both with the constitution, and of the 
proposed amendment thereto, the executive authority of such state 
shall cause six lists of the names of the electors for the state, to be 
made and certified, and to be delivered to the said electors, on or before 
the day fixed by law for them to meet and vote for President and Vice 
President; and the said electors shall enclose one of the said lists in 
each of the certificates by them made and sealed, in conformity with the 
provisions of this act, and of the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

March 27, 1804. CHAP, LI.-.Bn .Bet to repeal a part of tl,e act intituled ".On act supplementary 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the ninth section of 
the act, intituled "An act supplementary to the act concerning consuls 
and vice consuls, and for the further protection of American seamen," 
passed the twenty-eighth of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all powers of attorney for 
the transfer of any stock of the United States, or for the receipt of in
terest thereon, executed in a foreign country, since the thirtieth day of 
June one thousand eight hundred and three, according to the forms in 
use at the treasury of the United States prior to the said thirtieth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and three, shall be valid to all intents 
and purposes: any provision in the aforesaid section hereby repealed to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP, LII.-.Bn .Bet to amend the act infituled "./.ln act concerning the register
ing and recording of ships and vessels," 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Hmm of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no ship or vessel shall be 
entitled to be registered as a ship or vessel of the United States, or if 
registered, to the benefits thereof, if owned in whole or in part by any 
person naturalized in the United States, and residing for more than one 
year in the country from which he originated, or for more than two 
years in any foreign country, unless such person be in the capacity of a 
consul or other public agent of the United States :(a) Provided, that 

(a) A naturalized citizen, who in time of peace, returns to his native country for the purposes of trade, 
but with the intention of returning again to his adopted country, continuing in the former country a year 
after the commencement of hostilities, for the purpose of winding up his business, engaging in no new 
commercial transactions with the enemy, an,:! then returning to his adopted country, has gained a domicil 
in his native country, and his goods are subJect to capture and condemnation. The Frances,8 Cranch, 
335; 3 Cond. Rep. 164, See also the Dos B:ermanos, .2 Wheat. 76; 4 Cond. Rep. 39. 
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nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the registering 
anew of any ship or vessel before registered, in case of a bona .fide 
sale thereof to any citizen or citizens resident in the United States: 
And provided also, that satisfactory proof of the citizenship of the per
son on whose account a vessel may be purchased, shall be first exhibited 
to the collector, before a new register shall be granted for such vessel. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the proviso in the act, inti
tuled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships and vessels," passed the twenty
seventh of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, shall be 
taken and deemed to extend to the executors or administrators of the 
owner or owners of vessels, in the said proviso described. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LIII.-.9n .Oct supplementary to the acl, intituled ".iln act providing fur 
a Naval Peace Establishment, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to attach to the navy yard 
at Washington, and to the frigates and other vessels laid up in ordinary 
in the Eastern Branch, a captain of the navy, who shall have the gene
ral care and superintendence of the same; and shall perform the duties 
of agent to the navy department, and shall be entitled to receive for 
his services, the pay and emoluments of a captain commanding a squad
ron on separate service.(a) And the President of the United States is 
hereby further authorized to attach permanently to the said navy yard 
and vessels, one other commissioned officer of the navy, who shall re
ceive for his services, the pay and emoluments of a captain commanding 
a twenty gun ship, one surgeon and one surgeon's mate of the navy, who 
shall be severally allowed for their services, the same pay, rations and 
emoluments, as are allowed to a surgeon and to a surgeon's mate in the 
army of the United States; one sailing master, one head carpenter, one 
plu~ber, one head block maker, one head cooper, two boatswains, two 
gunners, one sail maker, one store keeper, one purser, one clerk of the 
yard, and also, such seamen and marines, as in the opinion of the Pre
sident shall be deemed necessary: Provided, that the number of seamen 
or marines, shall not at any time be greater than what is at present 
authorized by the act to which this is a supplement. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That that part of the act to 
which this is a supplement, which attaches to each frigate laid up in 
ordinary, one sailing master, one boatswain, one gunner, one carpenter, 
and one cook, one serjeant or corporal of marines and eight marines, 
and to the large frigates twelve, and to the small frigates ten seamen, 
and which .declares that the sailing master shall have the care of the 
ship, and shall execute such duties of a purser as may be necessary, 
shall be, and hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 
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ington. His du
ties, pay and 
emoluments. 

Who else are 
to be attached 
to the navy yard 
and vessels in 
ordinary at 
Washington. 

Proviso~ 

Repeal of a 
part of a former 
act. 

STATUTE I. 

0HAP, LIV.-..in .IJ.ct supplementary to the act, intituled ".iln act concerning the March 27, 1804. 
City of Washington." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the several compensa-

(a) The act of March 27, 1804, by which the President of the United States was ~uthori~ed to attach 
to the navy yard at Washington, a captain in the navy, fo_r the performance of certam. duties, was co~
rectly construed by the navy department nntil 1829, aHowmg to. the defendant co1:1m1ss10ns on su,ms P.a1d 
by him as special agent of the navy department m makmg the disbursements. United States v. M Daniel, 
7 Peters, I. 

Vm,. lI.-38 
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tions and allowances established by the act, intituled "An act concern
ing the city of Washington," .shall be computed from the first day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and two, being the time when the 
services, so compensated and allowed, commenced under the authority 
of the President of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor of the said 
city shall receive as a compensation for his services an allowance of three 
dollars per day. . 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of the 
city of Washington be, and he hereby is authorized to pay the said com
pensations and allowances, from the said first day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and two, in conformity with the provision of the said 
recited act, until Congress shall otherwise direct; and also to .pay and 
discharge all expenses of an incidental nature, which have been or may 
be incurred in the discharge of the functions of his office and the office 
of surveyor, which shall be approved by the President of the United 
States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said superintec1dent be, 
and he hereby is authorized and directed to settle and pay the claim of 
Peter Charles L'Enfant, for liis services whilst employed by the late 
board of commissioners, in the manner, and on the terms heretofore 
proposed by the said commissioners. 

SEc. 5. A.nd be it further enacted, That the several expsn.ses author
ized by this act, shall be paid and discharged out of any 'f:.1:-:-:s of the 
city of Washington; in possession of the superintendent, which a'.'e not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPJl.OVEJ), March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LV.-.!1n .!let eoncerning the Public Buildings at the City of FVas!,,
ington. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the l.'niied 
States of America in Congress assembled, That fifty thousand dollars Bhall 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any monc•y in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to be applied under the direction 
of the President of the United States, in proceeding with the public build
ings at the city of Washington, and in making such necessary improve
ments and repairs thereon, as he shall deem expedient. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LVI.-.811 .!let supplementary to the act intituled ".!ln act to prescribe the 
mode in wh-ich t;'i.e public acts, records and judicial proceedings in eadi State 
.J,all be aut!tenticated so as to take effect in every ot!ter State." (a) 
Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House '!f Representatives '!f t!te United 

States '!f America in Congr·ess assembled, That from and after the pass
age of this act, all records and exemplifications of office books, which are 
or may be kept in any public office of any state, not appertaining to a 
court, shall be proved or admitted in any other court or office in any 
other state, by the attestation of the keeper of the said records or books, 
and the seal of his office thereto annexed, if there be a seal, together with 
a certificate of the presiding justice of the court of the county or district, 
as the case may be, in which such office is or may be kept; or of the 
governor, the secretary of state, the chancellor or the keeper of the great 
seal of the state, that the said attestation is in due form, and by the proper 
officer; and th:: said certificate, if given by the presiding justice of a 
court, shall be farther authenticated by the clerk or prothonotary of the 
said court, who shall certify under his hand and the seal of his office, that 

(a) See notes to s.r.t of May 26, 1790, chap. 11, vol. i. p. 12.2, 
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the said presiding justice is duly commissioned and qualified; or if the 
said certificate be given by the governor, the secretary of state, the 
chancellor or keeper of the great seal, it shall be under the great seal of 
the state in which the said certificate is made. And the said records 
and exemplifications, authenticated as aforesaid, shall have such faith 
and credit given to them in every court and office within the United 
States, as they have by law or usage in the courts or offices of the state 
from whence the same are, or shall be taken. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the provisions of this act, 
and the act to which this is a supplement, shall apply as well to the 
public acts, records, office books, judicial proceedings, courts and offices 
of the respective territories of the United States, and countries subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, as to the public acts, records, 
office books, judicial proceedings, courts and offices of the several states. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. L VII.-..in .Rct for imposing more specific duties on the importation of cer
tain articles; and aka, for levying and collecting light money an foreign ships 
or vessels, and for otl1e1· purposes.(a) 

Be it en(lcted by tlte Senate and Tlouse of Representatives of tl1c United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the following articles, in addition to those already 
exempted from duty, shall and may be imported free from any duty, 
namely, rags of linen, of cotton, of wuollen and of hempen cloth; bristles 
of swine, regulus of antimony, .:.nwrought clay, unwrought burr stones, 
and the bark of the cork tree. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter euactcd, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the duties now in force upon the articles herein after 
enumerated and described, at their importation into the United States, 
shall cease; and that, in lieu thereof, there shall be thenceforth laid, 
levied and collected upon the said articles, at their said importation, the 
several and respective rates or duties following, that is to say: 

On foreign caught dried fish, fifty cents per quintal; on foreign caught 
pickled fish, as follows, to wit: On salmon, one hundred cents per bar
rel; on mackerel, sixty cents per barrel; on all other pickled fish, forty 
cents per barrel; on cables, tarred cordage, white lead, red lead, almonds, 
currants, prunes and plums, figs, raisins imported in jars and boxes, and 
muscadel raisins, two cents per pound; on all other kinds of raisins, one 
cent and a half per pound; on tallow, yellow ochre in o,il, anchors and 
sheet iron, one cent and a half per pound; on Spanish brown, dry yel
low ochre, slit and hoop iron, one cent per pound; on starch, three 
cents per pound; on hair powder, glue, and seines, four cents per 
pound ; on pewter plates and dishes, four cents per pound; on untarred 
cordage, two cents and a half per pound; on quicksilver, six cents per 
pound; on Chinese cassia and gunpowder, four cents per pound; on 
cinnamon and cloves, twenty cents per pound; on mace, one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per pound; on nutmegs, fifty cents per pound; on 
black glass quart bottles, sixty cents per gross ; on window glass, as fol
lows :-On all not above eight inches by ten, one dollar and sixty cents 
per hundred square feet; not above ten inches by twelve, one dollar and 
seventy-five cents per hundred square feet; and on all above ten inches by 
twelve, two dollars and twenty-five cents per hundred square feet; on 
segars, two dollars per thousand ; on kid and Morocco shoes, fifteen 
cents a pair; on foreign lime, fifty cents per cask containing sixty gal
lons; and on Sicily wine, thirty cents per gallon. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That an addition of ten per centum 

(a) See act of March 3, 1805, chap. 40, 
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Ten percent. 
additional ad 
valorem dnty 
upon importa
tions in foreign 
vessels of the 
specified goods. 

Manner and 
terms of collec
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No drawback 
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tion of foreign 
fish or fish oil, 
or of playing 
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Duties and 
drawbacks to 
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rateable propor
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foreign vessels. 

Act of March 
3, 1805, ch. 40. 

Proviso. 

Proviso. 
Act of March 
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1804, ch. 38. 
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STATUTE l, 

March 27, 1804. 

Salaries of 
certain officers 
of the customs 
augmented. 
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shall be made to the several rates of duties above specified and imposed 
in respect to all such goods, wares and merchandise as ~foresaid, as shall, 
after the said thirtieth day of June, be imported in ships or vessels not 
of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And b~ it further enacted, That the duties laid by this act, 
shall be levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security, and time 
of payment respectively, as the several duties now in force on the re
spective articles herein before enumerated: Provided however, that no 
drawbacks shall be allowed on the exportation of foreign fish, or fish oil, 
or of playing cards. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all duties and drawbacks 
which, by virtue of this act, shall be payable and allowable on any spe
cific quantity of goods, wares and merchandise, shall be deemed to 
apply, in proportion to any quantity greater or less than such specific 
quantity. 

SEc. 6. And be it fui·ther enacted, That a duty of fifty cents per 
ton, to be denominated "light money," shall be levied and collected on 
all ships or vessels not of the United States, which, after the aforesaid 
thirtieth day of June next, may enter the ports of the United States: 
Provided however, .that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
contravene any provision of the treaty or conventions concluded between 
the United States of America and the French Republic, on the thirtieth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and three: And provided 
also, that the said light money shall be levied and collected in the same 
manner, and under the same regulations, as the tonnage duties now im
posed by law. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the person exercising the 
powers which, under the Spanish government, were vested in the intend
ent of the province of Louisiana, shall, until a district court of the United 
States shall be established in the territory of Orleans, in conformity with 
the provisions of the act, intituled "An act erecting Louisiana into two 
territories; and providing for the temporary government thereof," have 
and exercise, in all cases whatever arising within the said territory under 
the laws regulating and providing for the collection of duties on imports 
and torrnage, or under any other revenue laws of the United States, the 
same jurisdiction and powers which, by law, are given to the district and 
circuit courts of the United States. And the powers to remit fines, 
penalties or forfeitures, and to remove disabilities, which, by law, are 
vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, may and shall, in all cases of 
such fines, penalties, forfeitures or disabilities incurred within the ter
ritory of Orleans, and until a governor of the said territory shall be 
appointed and shall enter into the functions of his office, be exercised by 
the person exercising the powers which, under the Spanish government, 
were vested in the governor of the province of Louisiana ; and the said 
powers to remit fines, penalties or forfeitures, and to remove disabilities, 
may and shall, in like manner, be exercised by the governor of the said 
territory, from the time when he shall enter into the functions of his 
office, in conformity with the provisions-of the said act, until the end of 
the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. L Vlll.-.Bn act relatit-e to the compensations qf certain <dftcers qf the CUI• 

t<rms, and to prooide /or appointing a surveyor in the district therein menti01'led. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the last 
day of June, in the present year, the salaries heretofore allowed by law, 
to the several collectors of the customs, for the districts of Bath, Ports-
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mouth, Newport, Middletown, New Haven, Delaware, Richmond, Wil
mington in North Carolina, Newbern, and Edenton, shall cease and be 
discontinued. And there shall be allowed and paid, annually, to the 
officers of the customs hereafter named, the following sums respect
ively, viz: 

To the collector for the district of Natchez, in addition to the fees 
and other emoluments of office, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars; 
and to each of the surveyors at New London, Middletown, New Haven 
and Alexandria, in addition to the allowances already established by 
law, the sum of fifty dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said last 
day of June, in lieu of the commissions heretofore allowed by law, there 
shall be allowed to the collectors of the customs for Wilmington, in 
North Carolina, and Newbern, two and a half per cent. 

To the collectors for Petersburg and Richmond, two per cent. 
To the collectors for Kennebunk and New London, one and three 

quarters per cent. 
To the collector for Bath, one and an half per cent. 
To the collectors for New Haven and Middletown, one and three 

eighths per cent. 
To the collectors for Providence and Alexandria, one and one quarter 

per cent. 
To the collector for Newburyport, one and one eighth per cent. 
To the collector for Portland, three quarters of one per cent. 
And to the collectors for Salem and Beverly, five eighths of one per 

cent. on all monies by them respectively received on account of the 
duties arising on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed a 
surveyor for the district of Marblehead, to reside at Marblehead ; who 
shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the other emoluments allowed 
by law, a salary of one hundred dollars, annually. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LIX,-.Bn .Bet jfJI' the appointment cf an additional judge for the Missis• 
sippi territory ; and jfJI' other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be appointed 
an additional judge for the Mississippi territory, who shall reside at or 
near the Tombigbee settlement, and who shall possess and exercise, 
within the district of Washington, as fixed and ascertained by an act of 
general assembly of the Mississippi territory, intituled, "An act for the 
more convenient organization of the courts of the said territory," the 
jurisdiction heretofore possessed and exercised by the superior court of 
the said territory within the said district of Washington, and to the 
exclusion of the original jurisdiction of the said superior court within 
the same: Provided always, that the said superior court shall have full 
power and authority to issue writs of error to the court established by 
this act and to hear and determine the same, when sitting, for the district 
of Adams, as fixed and ascertained by the act of the general assembly 
of the Mississippi territory, herein before mentioned. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said superior court are hereby 
authorized, upon the reversal of a judgment of the court established by 
this act, to render such judgment as the said court ought to have ren
dered or passed, except where the reversal is in favour of the plaintiff'_ in 
the original suit, and the debt or damages to be assessed are uncerta1~, 
in which case the cause shall be remanded in order to a final determi
nation. 
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SEC. 3. Be it furt!ter enacted, That when any person, not being an 
executor or administrator, applies for a writ of er.ror, such writ of error 
shall be no stay of proceedings in the court tow hich it issues, unless the 
plaintiff in error shall gin, security, to be approved of by a judge of the 
said superior court, that the plaintiff in error shall prosecute his writ to 
effect, and pay the condemnation money and all costs, or otherwise 
abide the judgment in error, if he fail to make his plea good. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That all pleas, p~ocess, and proceed
ings whatever, which may have been com~enced m the said superior 
court within the aforesaid district of W ashmgton, shall be, and the same 
are hereby transferred to the court established by this act, and the 
officers appc.:nted to issue or execute the process of the said superior 
court within the district of Washington, and to record the proceedings 
of the same, are hereby authorized and required to issue and execute the 
process of the court established by this act, and to record the proceed
ings thereo£ 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the court established by this act, 
shall hold two terms in each and every year, at the place where the 
courts for Washington county, within the said territory, shall be hehl, to 
commence on the days follow:'lg, to wit: on the first Monday in May 
and September, annually; and shall then and there proceed to hear and 
determine the pleas, process and proceedings depending before them, in 
the same manner as the said superior court within the district of Wash
ington aforesaid, might or could have done, in case this act had not 
been passed. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtl,er enacted, That the judge to be appointed 
by virtue of this act, shall receive the same salary, and payable in the 
same manner, which is est!:.blished by law for judges of the said superior 
court of the Mississippi territory. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

r,hrch 27, 1804. CHAP. LX.-.dn.llct to provide fur a more extensive distribuliun uf the Laws of the 
United Stales. 

Four hundred 
copies of the 
laws of the U. 
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to he distribut
ed, in propor
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and district of 
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copies printed 
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Congress to be 
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the different ter
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Laws of the 
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tuie, sessions to 
be published in 
the territories. 

Appropriation 
to defray the 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and Jlouse of Representatives of t!te United 
States ef America in Cmgress assembled, That the Secretary for the 
department of State, be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered 
to procure four hund::20 copies of the laws of the United States: one 
hundred copies of whic'.1 shall be distributed in just proportions in the 
territory of Orleans and district of Louisiana, the other three hundred 
copies to be reserved for the disposal of Congress. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That one thousand copies of the 
laws of the United States which shall be printed at the close of each 
session shall be reserved for the disposal of Congress: and that the dis
tribution of the remainder shall be extended to the territory of Orleans, 
and district of Louisiana, and to such other territories as are or may 
hereafter be established, in the same manner and proportion as is already 
provided by law for distributing them among the several states and ter
ritories: and the Secretary of State shall cause to be published in one 
newspaper in each of the territories of the United States, where news
papers are printed, the laws which have passed during the present. ses
sion, and which may hereafter be passed by Congress. 

SEc. 3. And be it furt!ter enacted, That there shall be transmitted, by 
the Secretary of State, to each member of the Senate and Honse of 
Representatives, and to each territorial delegate, as soon as may be, after 
the expiration of each sesEion of Congress, a copy of all the laws which 
shall have been passed at such session. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of two thousand 
dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated for defraying the expense 
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authorized by this act, payable 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1834. 

out of any 'lloney in the treasury, not expense of car
rying this act 
into effect. 

CHAP. I,Xl.-Jln .Oct supplementary to the act intituled ".Jln act r~"ulrtfin<> the 
!{rants if land, and providing for the disposal ef the lands ef the United States, 
soutlt qf the state 1rf Tennessee." (a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Represrntatives of the United 
~tates of.Ar_ne;icl!' in [!ongress a5:sernbled, That persons claiming lands 
m the ~1ss1ss1pp1 territory, by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, 
or by virtue of the three first sections of the act to which this is a sup
plement, or of the articles of agreement and cession with the state of 
Georgia, may, after the last day of March, in the year one thousand 
eight' hundred and four, and until the last day of November, then next 
following, give notice in writing, of their claims, to the register of the 
land-office, for the lands lying west of Pearl river, and have the same 
recorded in the manner prescribed by the fifth section of the act to 
which this is a supplement: Provided however, that where lands are 
claimed by virtue of a complete Spanish or British grant, in conformity 
with the articles of agreement and cession between the United States 
and the state of Georgia, it shall not be necessary for the claimant to 
have any other evidence of his claim recorded, except the original grant 
or patent, together with the warrant or order of survey and the plot; but 
all the subsequent conveyances or deeds shall be deposited with the 
register, to be by him laid before the commissioners when they shall 
take the claim into consideration: and the powers vested by law in the 

STATUTE I. 

March 27, 1804. 

Act of March 
3, 1803, ch. 27. 
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(a) Under the act of Congress of March 3, 1803, chap. 27, entitled, "An act regulating grants of lands, 
and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the state of Tennessee," such lands 
only were authorized to be offered for sale as had not been appropriated by the previous sections of the 
Jaw, and certificates granted in pursuance thereof. A right therefore to a particular grant of land, de• 
rived from a donation certificate given under the law, is superior to the title of any one who purchased 
the same land at the public sales, unless there is some fatal infirmity in the certificate which renders it 
void. Ross v. Barland et al., 1 Peters, 666. 

The act of Congress requires no precise form for the donation certificate. It is sufficient if the proofs 
be exhibited to the court of the commissioners to satisfy them of the facts entitling the party to_ the cer
tificate. It is sufficient if the consideration, the occupancy, and the quantity granted appears: nothing 
more is necessary to certify to the go··srnment the party's right, or to enable him, after it is surveyed by 
the proper officer, to obtain a patent. Ibid. 

The 2d section of the act of March 3, 1803, was intended to confer a bounty on a numerous class of 
individuals; and in construing the an:bignous words of the section, it is the duty of the court to adopt 
that construction which will best effect the liberal intentions of the legislature. Ibid. 

The time when the territory over which the law operated was evacuated by the Spanish troops, was 
very important, as the !av, was intended to provide for those who were actually, at that time, inhabitants 
of, and cultivated the s.oil w,t,,in it; but whether it was in 1797 or 1798, was comparatively unimportant. 
The decision of the commissioners npon the period when the evacuation took place is sufficient; and the 
court are disposed to adopt the construction of the act given by the commissioners, west Qf Pearl river, 
that the evacuation took place on the 30th March, 1798, by which persons claiming within the objects of 
the section were entitled to certificates. Ibid. 

Congress have treated as erroneous the construction given to the la,V by the commissioners to settle 
claims to lands east of Pearl river; who have decided that only those who have settled on the lands within 
the territory in the year 1797, were entitled to donation certificates, and who had granted to others pre
emption certificates. Ibid. 

The commissioners appointed under the act of Congress relative to claims to lands south of the state 
of Tennessee, were authorized to hear evidence as to the time of the actual evacuation of the territory 
by the Spanish troops, and to <lecide upon the fact. The law gave them power to hear and decide all 
matters respecting such claims, and to determine thereon according to justice and equity, and declared 
their deliherations shall he final. The court are bound to presume that every fact necessary to warrant 
the certificate in the terms of it, was proved before the commissioners; and that subsequently it was 
shown to them that the final evacuation of the territory took place on the 30th March, 1798. Ibld. 

It is the settled doctrine of the judicial department of the government of the United States, that the 
treaty of 1819 with Spain, ceded to the United States, no territory west of the Perdido river. It had 
already been acquired under the Louisiana treaty. Pollard's Lessee"· Files, 2 Howard's Sup. Court 
Rep. 591. 

In the interval between the Louisiana treaty, and the time when the United States took possession of 
the territory west of the Perdido, the Spanish government had a right to grant permits to settle and im
prove by cultivation, and to authorize the erection of establishments for mechanical purposes. Ibid. 

These incipient concessions were not regarded hy Congress, but are recognized in the acts of 1804, 
1S12, 1819, and as claims are within the acts of 18.24. Ibid. 
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commissioners appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the claims to 
lands lying west of Pearl river, sha!I, in every_ respe~t, extend and apply 
to claims which may be made by vntue of this section; and the same 
proceedings shall thereupon be had as are prescribed by the act afore
said in relation to claims which shall have been exhibited on or before 
the iast day of March, in the year one thousand eight _h~ndred and four. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the comm1ss10ners aforesaid, 
appointed to adjust the claims to lands lying west of Pearl river, shall 
have power to adjourn from time to time, and for such time as they may 
think fit: Provided however, that they shall meet on the first day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four, and shall 
not afterwards adjourn for a longer time than three days, nor until they 
shall have completed the business for which they were appointed : And 
provided also, that nothing contained in this act, nor in that to which 
this is a supplement, shall be construed to prevent the said commissioners, 
nor those appointed to adjust the claims to lands lying east of Pearl river, 
from acting and deciding at any time, on any claim which has been 
exhibited in the manner prescribed by Jaw, although the evidence of the 
same may not, at that time, have been transcribed on the books of the 
register. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any Spanish grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, shall be produced to either of the said 
boards of commissioners, for lands which were not, at the date of such 
grant, warrant, or order of survey,. or within one year thereafter, in
habited, cultivated, or occupied by, or for the use of the grantee: or 
whenever either of the said boards shall not be satisfied, that such grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, did issue, at the time when the same bears 
date, the said commissioners shall not be bound to consider such grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, as conclusive evidence of the title, but may 
require such other proof of its validity as they may deem proper : and 
the said boards shall make a full report to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to be by him laid before Congress, for their final decision of all claims 
grounded on such grants, warrants, or orders of survey, as may have 
been disallowed by the said boards, on suspicion of their being antedated, 
or otherwise fraudulent. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized to employ an agent, whose 
compensation shall not exceed one thousand five hundred dollars in full 
for all his services, for the purpose of appearing before the said commis
sioners, in behalf of the United States, to investigate the claims for 
lands, and to oppose all such as he may deem fraudulent and unfounded. 
And each of the said boards of commissioners shall have the same 
powers to compel the attendance of witnesses, as are now vested in the 
courts of the United States. 

SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners, 
appointed to adjust the claims to lands lying west of Pearl river, shall 
be authorized to employ an assistant clerk, and also a translator of the 
Spanish language, to assist them in the despatch of the business which 
may be brought before them, and for the purpose of recording Spanish 
grants, deeds, or other evidences of claims on the register's books; the 
said translator shall receive for the recording done by him, the fees 
already provided by law, and may be allowed, not exceeding fifty dollars, 
for every month he shall be employed, provided that the whole compen
sation, other than that arising from fees, shall not exceed six hundred 
dollars : the assistant clerk shall be allowed a snm not exceeding five 
hundred dollars for his services; and each of the commissioners of the 
said board, in addition to the compensation now fixed by Jaw, shall be 
allowed six dollars for every day he shall attend on the board, after the 
last day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four: 
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Provided, that this additional compensation shall not exceed two thou
sand dollars, for each of the said commissioners. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four, the surveyor 
of the lands of the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, shall 
receive an annual compensation of two thousand dollars, in lieu of the 
annual compensation now fixed by law. And the lands claimed by virtue 
of Spanish grants, legally and fully executed, and the titles to which 
were confirmed by the articles of agreement and cession between the 
United States and the state of Georgia, shall be surveyed in the manner 
prescribed by the act to which this is a supplement, at the expense of the 
United States; any thing in the said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the tract of country lying 
north of the Mississippi territory, and south of the state of Tennessee, 
and bounded on the east by the state of Georgia, and on the west by 
Louisiana, shall be, and the same is hereby annexed to, and made a part 
of the Mississippi territory.* , 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the eighth sec
tion of an act, intituled "An act regulating grants of land, and pro
viding for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the 
state of Tennessee," as provides, "that no certificate shall be granted 
for lands lying east of the Tombigby river," be, and the same hereby is 
repealed: Provided, that no certificate shall be granted for any lands to 
which the Indian title has not been extinguished. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
in pursuance of the act aforesaid, be, and they are hereby authorized 
and required to make, on or before the first day of December next, a 
full report to the Secretary of the Treasury, of all claims that have been, 
or may be laid before them, for lands held by warrant of survey and im
provement, in cases where the claimants were minors, and not heads of 
families, at the time such warrants were issued, with the circumstances 
which occasioned the issuing of such warrants, and the validity which 
has been considered as attached to the same. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying 
this act into effect, a sqm not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, shall 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. I 1. And be it _further enacted, That the execution of so much 
of the twelfth section of the act to which this is a supplement, as excepts 
"such town lots, not exceeding two, in the town of Natchez, and such 
an out lot adjoining the same, not exceeding thirty acres, as may be the 
property of the United States, to be located by the governor of the 
Mississippi territory, for the use of Jefferson College," be, and the same 
is hereby suspended until the end of the next session of Congress. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That transcripts of the records of 
the British province of West Florida, to claims for land therein, and which 
have been delivered to the government qf the United States, may be pro
duced as evidence, and shall be entitled to the same weight in any court of 
the United States, as if the same had been delivered or shall be delivered, 
to either of the registers of the land-offices in the Mississippi territory, 
before the last of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, any 
thing in this act, or in the fifth section of the act to which this is a sup
plement, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the sum of three thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of extend
ing the external commerce, and exploring the limits of the United States, 
in the new acquired territory of Louisiana, out of any monies in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEC, 14. And be it further enacted, That Major-General La Fayette 
VOL, II.-39 2 c 2 
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be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to locate and survey the 
lands allowed him by the fourth section of an act, intituled "An act to 
revive and continue in force an act in addition to au act, intituled An 
act in addition to an act, regulating the grants of land appropriated for 
military services, and for the society of United Brethren for propagating 
the gospel among the heathen, and for other purposes," on any lands the 
prop"erty of the United States, in the territory of Orleans; and on pre
senting the surveys of the said land to the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
President of the United States is hereby authorized to issue letters patent 
to the said Major-General .La Fayette for the quantity of lands allowed 
by the said act. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

RESOLUTION to instruct the joint committee of inrolled Bilh to wait on the Pre
sident ,f th!! United States, respecting a variance between an engrossed and 
inrolled Bill'. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the joint committee for 
inrolled hills be instructed to wait on the President of the United States, 
and lay before him the engrossed bill, intituled "An act for the relief of 
the captors of the Moorish armed ships Meshouda and Mirhoha," with 
the several amendments thereto, as the same was finally passed by both 
houses of Congress; and to state the variance between the said en
grossed hill and the inrolment thereof, as approved by the President, and 
to request that he will cause the said inrolled hill to be returned to this 
house, in which it originated, for the purpose of rendering the said bill 
conformable with the engrossed bill and the amendments thereto, as 
passed by the two houses of Congress. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives qf the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, two thirds of both houses concurring, That, in lieu of the third para
graph of the first section of the second article of the constitution of the United States, 
the following be proposed as an amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
which, when ratified by three fourths of the legislatures of the several states, shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of the said constitution, to wit:-

The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for President and 
Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in dis
tinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President; and they shall make distinct lists of 
all persons voted for as President and of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of 
the number of votes for each, which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed 
to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representa
tives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted: the person having the 
greatest number of votes for President shall be the President, if such number be a majori
ty of the whole uumber of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then 
from the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the hst of those 
voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately by ballot 
the President. But in choosing the President, the vote shall be taken by States, the rep
resentation from each State having one vote; a quorum, for this purpose shall consist 
of a member or members from two thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States 
shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a 
President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of 
March next following, then the Vice President shall act as President, as in the case of 
the death or other constitutional disability of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice President shall be the Vice 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed ; and 
ifno person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list the Senate 
shall choose the Vice President : a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary 
to a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to 
that of Vice President of the United States. 
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Passed at the second session, which was begun and held at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, tltejifth day of 
November, 1804, and ended on the third day of March, 1805. 

TttoMAS JEFFERSON, President; AARON BunR, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate; JosEPH ANDERSON, Pre
sident of the Senate pro tempore, from the 19th to the 31st January, 
and from the 1st to the 3d of March, 1805; NATHANIEL MAcoN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP, I.-.1.ln Act making a further appropriation for carrying into effect the 
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, between his Britannic JJ[ajesty and 
the llruted States rf ./.lmerica. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Llouse ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
seventy thousand dollars, be, and the same hereby is appropriated, to be 
paid under the direction of the President of the United States out 0f any 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the seventh article of the treaty of amity, commerce 
and navigation between his Britannic Majesty and the United States of 
America. 

APPROVED, November 24, 1804. 

Nov. 24, 1804. 

Appropriation 
for carrying into 
effect the se
venth article of 
the treaty be. 
tween England 
and the United 
States. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP. 11.-./.ln .!let making an appropriation to supply a deficiency in an appro- Dec. 6, 1804. 
priation for the support of government during the present year, and making a 
partial appropriation for the same object during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and five. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Specific ap-
States of America in Congress assembled, That to make good a defi- propriation. 
ciency of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of both houses 
of Congress, authorized by the act of the fourteenth of March last, the 
farther sum of two thousand five hundred dollars be, and the same hereby 
is appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That towards defraying the expense 
of firewood, stationery and other contingent expenses of both houses of 
Congress, during the year one thousand eight and five, the sum of three 
thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated: which several 
sums shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six hundred thou-
sand dollars reserved by the act "making provision for the debt of the 1790, ch. 34. 
United States." 

APPROVED, December 6, 1804. 
307 
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CHAP. III.-An .Bet for the disposal ef certain copies ef the Laws ef the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That three hundred copies 
of the laws of the United States, which have been procured by the Se
cretary of State, in obedience to the law passed for that purpose, and three 
hundred copies of the journals of Congress, which have been procured 
in pursuance of the resolution of the second of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, shall be placed in the library of Congress. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the secretary of the Senate, 
for the time being, be, and he is hereby authorized to receive three hundred 
copies of the Jaws of the United States, out of the thousand copies re
served by law for the disposal of Congress, as soon as the same shall be 
printed after each session; which he shall cause to be placed in the 
library, and assorted respectively with the sets of copies mentioned in the 
first section of this act; excepting only, that at the close of the present 
session, which will complete the eighth Congress, and in like manner 
after each particular session in future, which shall complete a Congress, 
he shall cause the several copies, reserved by him as aforesaid, for all the 
sessions of each respective Congress, to be bound in one volume, making 
three hundred volumes for each Congress, as aforesaid; which he shall 
cause to be placed in the library, assorted with the respective sets of 
copies mentioned in the first section of this act. And the several copies 
of the laws and journals of Congress, mentioned in this act, shall not be 
taken out of the library, except by the President and Vice President of 
the United States, and members of the Senate and House of Represen. 
tatives for the time being. And the expense of binding shall be paid, 
from time to time, out of the fund appropriated to defray the contingent 
expenses of both houses of Congress. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president of the Senate 
and speaker of the House of Representatives, for the time being, be, 
and they are hereby empowered to establish such regulations and restric
tions in relation to the copies of the laws and journals of Congress, 
directed by this act to be placed in the library, as to them shall seem 
proper, and from time to time, to alter and amend the f!ame: Provided, 
that no regulation nor restriction shall be valid, which is repugnant to 
the provisions contained in this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That to make up the deficiency 
of the appropriation heretofore made, for the purchase of four hundred 
copies of the laws of the United States, the sum of eleven hundred and 
forty-four dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, payable out 
of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 2, 1805. 

CHAP. IV .-An Act concerning drawbaclcs on goods, wares and mercha11dise. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the sixth 
~ection of the act, inti!ul:-d "An ac~ for laying and collecting duties on 
imports and tonnage w1thm the territory ceded to the United States by 
the treaty of the thirtieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, between the United States and the French Republic; and for 
other purposes," as prohibits the allowance of drawbacks of duties on 
goods, wares and merchandise exported from the port of New Orleans, 
other than those imported into the same place directly from a foreign 
port or place, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That any goods, wares, or mer 
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chandise, which shall be exported from the United States, or the district 
of Mississippi, in the manner prescribed by law, to any foreign port or 
place, situated to the westward or southward of Louisiana, shall he 
deemed and taken to he entitled to such drawback of duties as would 
be allowable thereon, when exported to any other foreign port or place, 
any thing in the act, intituled " An act to regulate the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage," to the contrary notwithstanding. 

This act shall commence and be in force from and after the first day 
of March next. 

APPROVED, January 5, 1805. 

CHAP. Y.-.B.n .B.ct to divide the Indiana Territory into two 3eparate govern-
ments. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thir
tieth day of June next, all that part of the Indiana territory, which 
lies north of a line drawn east from the southerly bend or extreme of 
Lake Michigan, until it shall intersect Lake Erie, and east of a line drawn 
from the said southerly bend through the middle of said lake to its 
northern extremity, and thence due north to the northern boundary of 
the United States, shall, for the purpose of temporary government, con
stitute a separate territory, and be called Michigan. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be established 
within the said territory, a government in all respects similar to that 
provided by the ordinance of Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of 
July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for the government 
11f the territory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio; and 
by an act passed on the seventh day of August, one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty-nine, entitled " An act to provide for the government 
of the territory northwest of the river Ohio;" and the inhabitants thereof 
shall be entitled to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges, and 
advantages granted and secured to the people of the territory of the 
United States, northwest of the river Ohio, by the said ordinance. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers for the said ter
ritory, who by virtue of this act shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall respectively exercise the same powers, perform the same duties, 
and receive for their services the same compensations, as by the ordi
nance aforesaid and the laws of the United States, have been provided 
and established for similar officers in the Indiana territory; and the 
duties and emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs, shall be 
united with those of governor. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained, 
shall be construed so as, in any manner, to affect the government now 
in force in the Indiana territory, further than to prohibit the exercise 
thereof within the said territory of Michigan, from and after the afore
said thirtieth day of June next. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process,. an~ pro
ceeding, which, on the thirtieth day of June next, shall he pendmg m the 
court of any county, which shall be included within the said territory of 
Michigan ; and also all suits, process, and proceedings, which on the said 
thirtieth day of June next, shall be pending in the general court of the 
Indiana territory, in consequence of any writ of removal, or order '.or 
trial at bar and which had been removed from any of the counties 
included within the limits of the territory of Michigan aforesaid, shall, 
in all things concerning the same, be proceeded on,. and judl{ments _and 
decrees rendered thereon, in the same manner as 1f the said Indiana 
territory had remained undivided. 
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APPROVED, January 11, 1805. 

CHAP, VI,-An .IJ.ct declaring Cambridge, in the state ef Massacliusetts, to be a 
port ef delivery. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the town or landing 
place of Cambridge, in the state of Massachusetts, shall be a port of 
delivery, to be annexed to the district of Boston and Charlestown, and 
shall be subject to the same regulations as other ports of delivery in the 
United States. 

APPROVED, January 11, 1805. 

CHAP. VII.-.9n .IJ.ct authorizing the corpora/£011 ef Georgetown to make a dam 
or cau,1eway from Mason's island to tl,e western sltore ef the. river Potomac. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the corporation of George
town have power to levy a tax, not exceeding one per cent. per annum, 
on the real property in said town, and its additions within the jurisdic
tion of the said corporation, for the purpose of defraying the expense of 
erecting a dam or causeway across that arm of the river Potomac which 
passes between Mason's island and the western shore of the said river: 
that the same shall not be erected until the consent of the proprietor or 
proprietors of the island and of the western shore of the river opposite 
thereto, shall be first obtained. The power hereby granted to the said 
corporation of levying an extra tax, to cease and determine when the 
object for which it is granted, shall be completely effected. 

APPROVED, January 19, 1805. 

CHAP, IX.-.Rn .fl.ct making appropriations for tlie support of the Navy ef the 
United Stales, during the year ,me thousand eiglit hundred and jive. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House qf Representatives of tlie United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and five, the following sums be, and the same are hereby 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and the pay of the sea
men, four hundred and fifteen thousand five hundred and seventy-eight 
dollars. 

For provisions, two hundred and twenty-seven thousand seven hun
dred and eighty-six dollars, and forty cents. 

For medicine, instruments, hospital stores, and all expenses on account 
of the sick, ten thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, store rent, and other contingent expenses, four 
hundred and eleven thousand nine hundred and fifty-one dollars, and 
two cents. 

For the pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provi
sions for those on shore, and forage for the staff, eighty-two thousand five 
hundred and ninety-three dollars, and sixty cents. 

For clothing for the same, sixteen thousand five hundred and thirty
six dollars and ninety-eight cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand six hundred and thirty
five dollars. 

For medicine, medical services, hospital stores, and all expenses on 
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account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, one thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For quartermaster's and barrack master's stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorer's and carpenters' bills, fuel, premium for enlisting, 
music, and other contingent expenses, eight thousand four hundred and 
nineteen dollars. 

For the expense of navy yards, docks, and other improvements, the 
pay of superintendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers, sixty thou
sand dollars. 

For completing the marine barracks at the city of Washington, three 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the several sums herein 
specifically appropriated, and amounting altogether to the sum of one 
million two hundred and forty thousand dollars, shall be paid, first, out 
of the monies accruing at the end of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and five, from the duties laid by the act passed on the tweuty-fifth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and four, intituled "An act further to 
protect the commerce and seamen of the United States against the Bar
bary powers," provided that the sum to be paid from the proceeds of the 
said duties shall not exceed five hundred and ninety thousand dollars; 
secondly, out of any balance remaining unexpended of former appropria
tions for the support of the navy, and lastl,y, out of any monies in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 25, 1805. 

CHAP. X.-.!ln JI.ct making an appropriation for completing tlte south wing cf 
the Capitol, at the City cf Washington, and for other pmyoses. 

Be it enacted by t!tc Senate and House of Representatives ef tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
one hundred and ten thousand dollars, shall be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be applied under the direction of the President of the 
United States, towards completing the south wing of the Capitol, at the 
city of Washington. 

SEc. 2. And be it ji1rtl1er enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars, shall be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be 
applied under the direction of the President of the United States, to such 
necessary alterations and repairs, as he may deem requisite, in the north 
wing of the Capitol, and other public buildings at the city of Washing
ton; which said sums shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 25, 1805. 

CHAP. XI.-.Bn .Bet to provide for completing lite valuation cf lands and dwell
ing-Twusts, and tlte enumeration ef slaves in Soutlt Carolina, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef tl1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to employ clerks, for 
such compensation as he shall judge reasonable, to complete, register, 
and record, under the direction of the supervisor of the district of South 
Carolina, the lists and abstracts of the valuation of lands and dwelling
houses, and of the enumeration of slaves within the state of South Caro
lina; and under the direction of the supervisor aforesaid, to add to, or 
to deduct from the valuations aforesaid, of each individual, such a rate 
per centum as has been determined by the commissioners appointed for 
the said state, under the act, intituled "An act to provide for the valua-
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tion of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within 
the United States," agreeably to the provisions of the said act, of the act 
intituled "An act, supplementary to the act, intituled An act to provide 
for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of 
slaves within the United States," and of the act intituled "An act to 
provide for equalizing the valuation of unseated lands:" which lists and 
abstracts, thus completed in conformity with the revisions and equaliza
tions made by the commissioners aforesaid, shall have the same force and 
effilct as if they had been completed, registered, and recorded, under the 
direction of the commissioners aforesaid, agreeably to the provisions of 
the above-mentioned acts. The supervisor aforesaid, shall be allowed, 
in addition to his annual compensation, at the rate of three dollars per 
diem, for each and every day employed by him, in completing or··super
intending the completion of the lists and abstracts aforesaid: Provided, 
that the whole amount of the said additional allowance shall not exceed 
five hundred dollars, and the said allowance, as well as the compensation 
of the clerks employed by virtue of this section, shall be paid out of the 
monies appropriated, or which may hereafter be appropriated for defray
ing the expenses incident to the valuation of houses and lands, and the 
enumeration of slaves within the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the supervisor of the district 
of South Carolina be, and he is hereby authorized and directed, as soon 
as the assessment of the direct tax to be levied and collected in the state 
of South Carolina, by virtue of the act, intituled "An act to lay and col
lect a direct tax, within the United States," shall have been completed, 
to appoint for the whole of the said state, one or more surveyors of the 
revenue; who shall be authorized to make out the lists containing t!Je 
sums payable, according to such assessment, for every dwelling-house, 
tract, or lot of land and slave within the said state; which lists shall have 
the same force and effect, as if they had been made for each assessment 
district, by a distinct surveyor of the revenue: the surveyor or surveyors 
of the revenue, thus appointed for the whole state of South Carolina, 
shall likewise perform all the other duties, exercise all the powers, and 
receive the same compensation, which, by virtue of the provisions still in 
force in any former act or acts, were directed to be performed, exercised, 
and received by the surveyors of the revenue for the several assessment 
districts; and so much of any act, or acts, as directed the appointment 
of one surveyor of the revenue for each assessment district, is, so far as 
relates to the state of South Carolina, hereby repealed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several supervisors, or 
officers acting as supervisors, may, with the approbation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, unite, whenever such pieasure shall be thought expedi
ent for the better collection of the direct tax, two or more assessment dis
tricts into one district, and appoint only one collector of the said tax for 
the assessment districts, thus united ; any thing in any former act or acts 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 4. And be it f urthcr enacted, That the accounting officers of 
the treasury be, and they are hereby authorized to settle the accounts of 
any of the commissioners or assessors employed in making the valua
tions, and enumerations above mentioned in the state of South Carolina, 
although the same may not have been presented to, and certified by the 
commissioners aforesaid, in conformity with the provisions of the act, 
intituled "An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling
houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States." 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That any of the commissioners 
aforesaid, who shall, on the request of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
attend for the purpose of assisting the supervisor of the district of South 
Carolina, in completing the lists and abstracts of the valuations, and 
enumerations in the manner provided by the first section of this act, 
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shall be al!owed the ~ame rate of compensation, as is provided by law 
for attendmg a rneetmg of the board of commissioners. 
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SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding thirteen Appropriation. 
thous~nd five hundred and ninety-three dollars, and twenty-three cents, to 
be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for defraying the further ex-
penses incident to the valuation of houses and lands, and the enumera-
tion of slaves within the United States. 

APPROVED, January 30, 1805. 

CHAP. XIV.-..in Jlct .concerning the mode qf surveying the Public Lands of the 
United States.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the surveyor-general 
shall cause all those lands north of the river Ohio, which, by virtue of 
the act, intituled "An act providing for the sale of the lands of the 
United States, in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and above 
the mouth ?f the Kentu~ky river," were subdivided, by running through 
the townships, parallel Imes each way, at the end of every two miles, and 
by marking a corner on each of the said lines, at the end of every mile ; 
to be subdivided into sections, by running straight lines from the mile 
corners thus marked, to the opposite corresponding corners, and by 
marking on each of the said lines, intermediate corners as nearly as 
possible equidistant from the corners of the sections on the same. And 
the said surveyor-general shall also cause the boundaries of all the half 
sections, which had been purchased previous to the first day of July last, 
anil on which the surveying fees had been paid, according to law, by the 
purchaser, to be surveyed and marked, by running straight lines from . 
the half-mile corners, heretofore marked, to the opposite corresponding 
corners; and intermediate corners shall, at the same time, be marked 
on each of the said dividing lines, as nearly as possible equidistant from 
the corners of the half section on the same line: Provided, that the 
whole expense of surveying and marking the lines, shall not exceed three 
dollars for every mile which has not yet been surveyed, and which shall 
be actually run, surveyed, and marked by virtue of this section. And 
the expense of making the subdivisions, directed by this section, shall 
be defrayed out of the monies appropriated, or which may be hereafter 
appropriated, for completing the surveys of the public lands of the United 
States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the boundaries and contents 
of the several sections, half sections, and quarter sections of the public 
lands of the United States, shall be ascertained in conformity with the 
following principles, any act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding: 

1st. All the corners marked in the surveys, returned by the surveyor
general, or by the surveyor of the land south of the st.ate of Tennessee, 
respectively, shall be established as the pr~per corners of _sections, or 
subdivisions of sections, which they were mtended to designate; and 
the corners of half and quarter sections, not marked on the said surveys, 
shall be placed as nearly as possible equidistant from those two corners 
which stand on the same line. 

2d. The boundary lines, actually run and marked in the surveys 
returned by the surveyor-general, or by the surveyor of the land south 
of the state of Tennessee, respectively, shall be established as the proper 
boundary lines of the sections, <?r subdivisions, for ~hich they were 
intended, and the length of such Imes, as returned by either of the sur
veyors aforesaid, shall be held and considered as the true length thereof. 

(a) See notes to the act of May 18, 1796, chap, 29, vol. i. 465. 
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And the boundary lines, which shall not have been actually run, and 
marked as aforesaid, shall be ascertained, by running straight lines from 
the established corners to the opposite corresponding corners; but in 
those portions of the fractional townships, where no such opposite cor
responding corners have been or can be fixed, the said boundary lines 
shall be ascertamed, by running from the established corners, due north 
and south, or east and west lines, as the case may be, to the water-course, 
Indian boundary line, or other external boundary of such fractional 
township. 

3d. Each section, or subdivision of section, the contents whereof shall 
hav_e been, or by virtue of the first section of this act, shall be returned 
by the surveyor-general, or by the surveyor of the public lands south of 
the state of Tennessee, respectively, shall be held and considered as 
containing the exact quantity, expressed in such return or returns: and 
the half sections and quarter sections, the contents whereof shall not 
have been thus returned, shall be held and considered as containing the 
one half, or the one fourth part respectively, of the returned contents of 
the section of which they make part. 

SEc. 3. And be it fw·tlter enacted, That so much of the act entituled 
"An act making provision for the disposal of the lands in the Indiana 
territory, and for <1ther purposes," as provides the mode of ascertaining 
the true contents of sections or subdivisions of sections, and prevents 
the issue of final certificates, unless the said contents shall have been 
ascertained, and a plot certified by the district surveyor, lodged with the 
register, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, February 11, 1805. 

CHAP, XV.-.!l.n .!l.ct fl))' carrying into more complete effect the lentlt article'![ the 
treaty '!f friendship, limits and navigation with Spain. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repr·esentatives ef the· United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever any Spanish 
vessel shall arrive in distress, in any port of the United States, having 
been damaged on the coasts, or within the limits of the United States, 
and her cargo shall have been unladen, in conformity with the provisions 
of the sixtieth section of the act, intituled "An act to regulate the col
lection of duties on imports and tonnage," the said cargo, or any part 
thereof, may, if the said ship or vessel should be condemned, as not sea 
worthy, or be deemed incapable of performing her original voyage, 
afterwards be re-laden on board any other vessel or vessels, under the 
inspection of the officer who superintended the landing thereof, or other 
proper person. And no duties, charges, or fees whatever, shall be paid 
on such part of the cargo, as may be re-laded and carried away, either 
in the vessel in which it was originally imported, or in any other what
ever. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the collector of the district 
of Norfolk, in Virginia, shall be, and he hereby is authorized and 
required to refund to the owners or agents of the Spanish brigantine 
Nancy, (which vessel arrived in distress at that port, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and four) the amount of the duties secured by 
him on such part of her cargo as was re-exported : Provided, that the 
debenture or debentures issued by the said collector for the drawback 
of the duties on the exportation of the said cargo, shall be duly surren
dered to him, and cancelled. 

APPROVED, February 14, 1805. 



EIGHTH CONGRESS. S11ss. 11. CH. 16, 17, 18. ldJ.";. 

CHAP, XVI.-.r1n .ll.ct authorizing the Postmaster-General to make a new contract 
for cai·rying tlte mail from Fayetteville, in North Carolina to Charleston in 
S01tl!t Carolina, ' ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster-General 
shall b~, ~nd ~ereby is authorized to make a new contract for carrying 
the mad m a hne of stages between the town of Fayetteville, in the state 
of North Carolina, and the city of Charleston, in the state of South 
Carolina, upon such terms and conditions as he may deem most condu
cive to the interest of the United States: Pi·ovided, that he does not 
exceed the sum of four thousand two hundred dollars, annually, beyond 
the amount of the present contract; and that no contract made in virtue 
of this act shall extend beyond the time to which the present contract 
extends. 

APPROVED, February 14, 1805. 

CHAP. XVII.-An .ll.ct making app1·opriations far the suppo,·t ef the ~Military 
establishment ef the United States, for the year 011e tlwasand tight hundred and 

jive. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Llouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expense 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and five ; for tl;e Indian department; and for 
the expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines, and armories, the fol
lowing sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that 
is to say:-

For the pay of the army of the United States, three hundred and two 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-six dollars. 

For forage, four thousand four hundred and eighty-eight dollars. 
For the subsistence of the officers of the army and corps of engineers, 

thirty-one thousand three hundred and twenty-nine dollars, and four
teen cents. 

For the subsistence of non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri
vates, one hundred and seventy-nine thousand and nine dollars, and 
sixty-nine cents. 

For clothing, eighty-five thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, fifteen thousand dollars. • 
For the medical and hospital department, twelve thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools, expense of transportation, and other 

contingent expenses of the war department, eighty-one thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, one hundred and 

thirty-three thousand two hundred and ninety-six dollars, and eighty
eight cents. 

-For purchasing maps, plans, books, and instruments for the war 
department, and military academy, five hundred dollars. 

For the pay and subsistence of the commandants in Louisiana, five 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-one dollars, and seventy-seven cents. 

For the Indian department, ninety-two thousand six hundred dollars. 
SEC, 2. And be' it further enacted, That the several appropriations 

herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of any monies in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 14, 1805. 

CHAP. XVIII.-.Sn .ll.ct supplementary to tlie act intituled ".ll.n a,ct to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports a11d tonnage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and /Iouse of Representatives of tlie Unit~d 
States of 1l1nerica in Congress assembled, That the same terms of credit, 
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which are granted by law, for the payment of duties on articles the pro. 
duce of the vV est Indies, and no other, shall be allowed on goods, wares 
and merchandise imported by sea into the United States from all foreign 
ports and islands lying north of the Equator, and situated on the eastern 
shores of America, or in its adjacent seas, bays and gulfs. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
ship or vessel to proceed with any goods, wares or merchandise, brought 
in her, and which shall in the manifest delivered to the collector of the 
customs, be reported as destined or intended for any foreign port or 
place, from the district within ,~hich sucl'. ship or ves~el shall first arrive, 
to such foreign port or place, without paymg or secnrmg the payment of 
any duties upon such goods, wares or merchandise, as shall be actually 
re-exported in the said ship or vessel: Provided, that such manifest so 
declarincr to re-export such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be deli
vered tobsuch collector, within forty-eight hours after the arrival of such 
ship or vessel. And, Provided also, that the master or commander of 
such ship or vessel shall give bond as required by the thirty-second sec
tion of the act, intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on 
imports and tonnage." 

APPROVED, February 22, 1805. 

CHAP, XIX.-.Bn .Bet to continue in J1;rce "Jln act declaring the con3e1d ef Con
gress to an act ef the state of ]}faryland, p(J;Jsed the twenty-eighth day ef Decem
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the appointment ef a 
health q/ficer." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlw United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of Congress 
be, and is hereby granted and declared to the operation of an act of the 
general assembly of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth day of Decem
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, intituled "An act to 
appoint a health officer for the port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county," 
so far as to enable the state aforesaid to collect a duty of one cent per 
ton on all vessels coming into the district of Baltimore, from a foreign 
voyage, for the purposes in said act intended. 

S1,c. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force for 
nine years from the passing thereof, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter, and no !oncrer. 

APPROVED, March 1, 1805. 
0 

CHA:· ?(X.-.Bn Jlcl lo amend the act intitded ".IJ.n act further to amend the act 
wtituled, .Bn act to lay and collect a direct tax within th,e United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and lfouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the supervisor of the 
district of Kentucky, is hereby allowed the further time of three months, 
from the end of two years after the completion of the sales of lands with
in his district, for the payment of the direct tax, to perform the several 
duties enjoined by the fout th section of the act, intituled "An act further 
to amend the act, intituled An act to lay and collect a direct tax within 
the U_nited States," any thing in the said act to the contrary notwith
standmg. 

APPROVED, March l, 1805. 

CnAP. XXI.-An .flct rnaking apymprialions for the support ef Governmenf,for 
the yea,· one /lw11,sand eigl,t hundred and five. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse ~f Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Cong1·css assembled, That for the expenditure of 
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the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and officers; for the compensation of the several 
Joan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers; for defray
ing the expenses of surveying the public lands in the territories of Indiana 
and Mississippi; for the unexpended balances of former appropriations, 
defraying the expenses of the second census, and the purchase and erec
tion of wharves and stores under the quarantine law; and for satisfying 
certain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the same here
by are respectively appropriated; that is to say: 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, one hundred and ninety
eight thousand nine hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, including the sum of 
three thousand dollars appropriated by the act of the sixth of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and four, twenty-eight thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incidental to the dismantling the late 
library room of Congress, and fitting it up for the accommodation of the 
House of Representatives, at the ensuing session, seven hundred 
dollars. 

For expenses of removal of the library, all other contingent expenses 
of the same, and librarian's allowance· for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and five, nine hundred dollars. 

For the expense of labelling, lettering and numbering five thousand 
seven hundred volumes of laws and journals of the old Congress, 
directed by the act of the present session for the disposal of certain 
copies of the laws of the United States, to be deposited in the library, 
five hundred and seventy dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, 
four thousand two hundred dollars. 

For printing and distributing copies of the laws of the second session 
of the eighth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thou
sand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For printing the laws, and other contingent expenses of the govern
ment of the Indiana territory, in consequence of the union with it of 
that of the territory of Louisiana, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For special messengers charged with despatches, two thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per. 

sons employed in his office, including those engaged on the business 
belono-ing to the late office of the commissioner of the revenue, thirteen 
thous:nd four hundred and forty•nine dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For expenses of translating foreign languages, allowance to the pe~son 
employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, stat10n• 
ery and printing, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
2D2 
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Specific ap- employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars 
propriations. and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the office of the auditor of the treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks ar;d persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars an<l forty
five cents. 

For the expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred do]l:us. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two d01lars. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the register's office, (in
cluding books for the public stock and for the arrangement of the marine 
papers,) two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of the clerks employed for the purpose of making 
drafts of the several surveys of land in the territory of the United States 
northwest of the river Ohio, and in keeping the books of the treasury 
in relation to the sales of lands at the several land-offices, two thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the stating and printing the 
public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred and five, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps and charts, for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and five, including the expense of two watchmen, and for the 
repair of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental 
expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For the erection of a fireproof brick building for the preservation of 
the records of the treasury; the cellars in which they have hitherto been 
kept, being found from their dampness improper for that use, nine 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of vVar, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven tho,1sand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses of the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clcrb employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dolh1rs. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per-

17!l!l, ch. 40. sons employed in his office, including a sum of twelve hundred dollars, 
for compensation to his clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, and for expense of stationery, store rent and fuel for the said office, 
four thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand one hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand dollars. 
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For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand one hundred 
dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accouutaut of the navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant postmaster
general, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
including a sum of four thousand five hundred and ninety-five dollars, 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second of March, one thousand seyen hundred and ninety
nine, thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c. exclusive of expenses of prosecution, portmanteaus, mail 
locks, and other expenses incident to the department, these being paid 
for by the Postmaster-General out of the funds of the office, two thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans, 
and an allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to 
defray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, thirteen thou
sand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis
sioner of loans of the state of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the 
removal of the offices of the treasury department, in the year one thou
sand eight hundred, to the permanent seat of government, two thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general, and the clerks employed 
by him, and for expense of stationery and other contingencies of the 
surveyor-general's office, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, stationery, and other contin
gencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred do;Jars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two, at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt

ing, coining, carpenters, millwrights and smiths' work, i1~cluding. the 
sum of eicrht hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant comer 
and die f;rger, who also oversees the execution of the iron \Vork, six 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar
iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, two 
thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, secretary, and legislative 
council of the territory of Orleans, nineteer. thousand two hundred and 
forty dollars. . . . 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the legislative council, and 
of the secretary of the said territory, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, five thonsand one hundred and fifty dollars. 
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For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indi
ana territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent ex
penses in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharo·e of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the ci;';J department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and 
which are of a nature, according to the usage thereof, to require pay
ment in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not 
exceeding for each department, respectively, fifteen per centum, in addi
tion to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and 
fix the compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-five dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate judges, 
and district judges of the United States, including the chief justice, and 
two associate judges of the district of Columbia, and to the attorney
general, fifty-five thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, Ohio, east and west Tennessee, and 
Orleans, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the fonds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties, and likewise for defraying the expense of prosecution for 
offences against the U niled States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For the payment of an annuity granted to the children of the late 
-Colonel John Harding and .Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of 
Congress passed the fourteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred, 
six hundred dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United StateR, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and five, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and six, 
ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and certain con
tingent expenses, one hundred and fifteen thousand two hundred and 
nine dollars and thirty-six cents. 

For fixing buoys in Long Island sound, in addition to the sums here
tofore appropriated for that object, three thousand dollars. 

For erecting beacons in the harbor of New York, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated for that object, six thousand dollars. 

For erecting a beacon and placing buoys near the entrance of Savan
nah river, being an expense incurred under the act of the sixteenth day 
of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, (the balance of a 
former appropriation for the same object, having been carried to the 
credit of the surplus fund,) two thousand four hundred and ninety-four 
dollars, and. eighty-nine cents. 

For reviving so much of unexpended balances of appropriations grant
ed by an act passed the sixth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
two, and which hav0 been carried to the surplus fund, to wit: 
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For erecting public piers in the river Delaware, five thousand eio-ht Specific ap. 
hundred and eighty-eight dollars, and seventy-nine cents. 

0 

propriations. 
For erecting certain lighthouses, and fixing buoys in Lono- Island 

sound, nine thousand six hundred and seventy-eight dollars and thirty
eight cents. 

And for building a lighthouse on Cumberland South Point, four thou
sand dollars. 

For completing the lighthouse at the mouth of the Mississippi, and 
the lighthouse at or near the pitch of Cape Lookout, in addition to the 
sum heretofore appropriated to those objects, by the act of the twenty
sixth of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Towards completing the surveys of public lands in the state of Ohio, 
and in the Indiana and Mississippi territories, forty thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, according 
to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying certain expenses heretofore incurred in the war and 
navy departments, and which, in due course of settlement in those de
partments, have been adjusted, and cannot be discharged out of any 
existing appropriation, twenty thousand dollars. 

For the expense of taking the second census of the inhabitants of 
the United States, being the balance of '<I former appropriation carried 
to the surplus fund, fourteen thousand one hundred and sixty-two dollars, 
and seventy-seven cents. 

For the expense of wharves and stores for quarantine of ships and 
vessels, being the balance of a former appropriation carried to the credit 
of the surplus fund, seventeen thousand one hundred and forty-three 
dollars, and one cent. 

For the expense of returning the votes for President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States for the term commencing the fourth day of 1702, d,. S. 
:March, one thousand eight hundred and five, one thousand six hundred 
and twenty-four dollars. 

For defraying the contingent expenses of government, (the unex
pended balance of a former appropriation for the same object, being 
carried to the credit of the surplus fund,) twenty thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, fifty-seven thousand 
and fifty dollars. 

For the expenses of the intercourse between the United States and 
the Barbary powers, including the compensation of the consuls at Algiers, 
Morocco, Tunis and Tripoli, sixty-three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, 
two hundred thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the agents at Paris and Madrid, for prosecuting 
claims in relation to captures, four thousand dollars. 

For payment of demands for French vessels and property captured, 
pursuant to the convention between the U~it~d States and the ~rench 
Republic, the balance of a former appropnat1on for the same obJect, by l802, ch. 17. 
the act of the third of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, hav-
ing been carried to the surplus fund, twenty-one thousand dollars._ . 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropnations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act "making provision for the 1790, ch. 34. 
debt of the United States," and out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 1, 1805. 
Vor,. JJ.-41 
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CHAP, XXIII.-An Act furtl,er providing frrr tl,e government rf tl,e territory of 
Orleans.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to establish within the territory 
of Orleans, a government in all respects similar, ( except as is herein 
otherwise provided,) to that now exercised in the M!ssissippi ter~itory ; 
and shall, in the recess of the Senate, but to be nommated at theu next 
meeting, for their advice and consent, appoint all the officers necessary 
therein, in conformity with the ordinance of Congress, made on the 
thirteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, 
and that from and after the establishment of the said government, the 
inhabitants of the territory of Orleans shall be entitled to and enjoy 
all the rights, privileges, and advantages secured by the said ordinance, 
and now enjoyed by the people of the Mississippi territory. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the said ordi
nance of Congress, as relates to the organization of a general assembly, 
and prescribes the powers thereof, shall, from and after the fourth day of 
July next, be in force in the said territory of Orleans ; and in order to 
carry the same into operation, the governor of the sa.id territory shall 
cause to be elected twenty-five representatives, for which purpose he 
shall lay off the said territory into convenient election districts, on or 
before the first Monday of October next, and give due notice thereof 
throughout the same; and shall appoint the most convenient time and 
place within each of the said districts, for holding the elections: and 
shall nominate a proper officer or officers to preside at and conduct the 
same, and to return to him the names of the persons who may have been 
duly elected. All subsequent elections shall be regulated by the legisla
ture; and the number of representatives shall be determined, and the 
apportionment made in the manner prescribed by the said ordinance. 

• SEc. 3. Anrl be it furtltcr enacted, That the representati,•es to be 
chosen as aforesaid shall be convened by the governor, in the city of 
Orleans, on the first Monday in November next; and the first general 
assembly shall be convened by the governor as soon as may be conve
nient, at the city of Orleans, after the members of the legislative council 
shall be appointed and commissioned: and the general assembly shall 
meet, at least, once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the first 
Monday in December, annually, unless they shall, by law, appoint a dif
ferent day. Neither house, during the session, shall, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor t.o any other place 
than that in which the two branches are sitting. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlur enacted, That the laws in force in the said 
territory, at the commencement of this act, and not inconsistent with 
the provisions thereof, shall continue in force, until altered, modified, or 
repealed by the legislature. 

SEc. 5. And be it furt!1ei- enacted, That the second paragraph of the 
said ordinance, which regulates the descent and distribution of estates; 
and also the sixth article of compact which is annexed to, and makes 
part of said ordinance, are hereby declared not to extend to, but are 
excluded from all operation within the said territory of Orleans. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That the governor, secretary, and 
judgE>s, to be appointed by virtue of this act, shall be severally allowed 
the s_ame compensation which is now allowed to the governor, secretary, 
and Judges, of the territory of Orleans. And all the additional officers 
authorized by this act, shall respectively receive the same compensations 
for their services, as are by law established for similar offices in the 
Mississippi territory, to be paid quarter yearly out of the revenues of 
impost and tonnage, accruing within the said territory of Orleans. 

(a) By the act of April 8, 1812, chnp. 50, J.onisiana was admitted into the Union. 
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SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That whenever it shall be ascer
tained by an actual census, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
territory of Orleans, taken hy proper authority, that the number of free 
inhabitants included therein shall amount to sixty thousand, they shall 
thereupon be authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state 
government, and be admitted into the Union upon the footing of the 
original states, in all respects whatever, conformably to the provisions of 
the third article of the treaty, concluded at Paris, on the thirtieth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States 
and the French Republic: Provided, that the constitution so to be 
established shall be republican, and not inconsistent with the constitution 
of the United States, nor inconsistent with the ordinance of the late 
Congress, passed the thirteenth day of July, one th9usand seven hundred 
and eighty-seven, so far as the same is made applicable to the territorial 
government hereby authorized to be established: Provided /iowever, that 
Congress shall be at liberty, at any time prior to the admission of the 
inhabitants cif the said territory to the right of a separate state, to alter 
the boundaries thereof as they may judge proper :-Except only, that no 
alteration shall be made which shall procrastinate the period for the 
admission of the inhabitants thereof to the rights of a state government 
according to the provision of this act. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of an act, intituled 
"An act erecting Louisiana into two territories, and providing for the 
temporary government thereof," as is repugnant with this act, shall, from 
and after the first Monday of November next, be repealed. And the 
residue of the said act shall continue in full force, until repealed, any 
thing in the sixteenth section of the said act to the contrary notwith
standing. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1805. 

CHAP. XXIV,-.Rn .Bet further to amend an act, intituled "An act ,·egulatir,g 
the grants ef land; and providing fur tlte disposal of the lands of the United 
States, soatl, of the state of Tennessee,"(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie &nate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That persons who may have 
obtained, or shall obtain certificates from the board of commissioners 
appointed to ascertain the claims to lands in the Mississippi territory, 
shall be allowed three months after the respective date of such certificates, 
for entering the same with the register of the proper land-office; and 
certificates, thus entered, shall have the same force and effect, as if they 
had been duly entered with the said register, on or before the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and five. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
to ascertain the claims to lands, in the above-mentioned territory, east 
of Pearl river, shall be authorized to grant certificates for lands lying in 
the island known by the name of N annee Hubba, formed by the cut off 
of the river Tombigbee and Alabamaha; and persons having claims for 
lands lying either in said island, or east of the Tombigbee and Alabamaha 
rivers, shall be permitted to file the same with the register of the land
office, till the first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and five; 
and the commissioners shall decide on the same, in the same manner as 
if they had been presented before the thirty-first day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and four. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That each of the last mentioned 
commissioners, shall be allowed at the rate of six dollars a day, for every 
day he shall attend, subsequent to the first day of April, one thousand 

(a) See notes to act of Much 27, 1804, chap. 61. 
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eight hundred and five: Provided, that such additional allowance shalJ 
not exceed five hundred,dollars for each commissioner. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That the clerk of each of the 
boards of commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims to lands in the 
above-mentioned territory, shall be allowed at the rate of seven hundred 
and fifty dollars a year, from the time when he entered on the duties of 
his office, to the time when the board shall adjourn sine die. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That persons claiming lands in 
the :Mississippi territory, by virtue of British grants, legally and fully 
completed, who may not have filed their claims with the proper register 
of the land-office, in conformity with the provisions heretofore made for 
that purpose, may, until the first day of December one thousand eight 
hundred and five, file such claims with the register of the land-office west 
of Pearl river, and have the same recorded. And the said register shall, 
on or before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
six, make to the Secretary of the Treasury, a full report of all the British 
grants thus recorded; which report shall immediately after be laid before 
Congress. The lands contained in such grants shall not be otherwise 
disposed of until the end of one year, after that time. And if any such 
person shall neglect to file such British grant, and to have the same 
recorded, in the manner and time hereby provided, neither such ()'rant 
nor any other evidence of such claim, which shall not have been rec~rded 
as above directed, shall ever after be considered or admitted as evidence 
in any court of the United States, against any grant derived from the 
United States, or against any title legally and fully executed, derived 
from the Spanish government ;-any act or acts to the contrary notwith
standing. 

APPROVED, March :2, 1805. 

CHAP. XXVI.-_1ln act for asce,·lain,"ng and adjusting the titles and claims ta 
land, witftin t!,e territory of Orleans, and the district of Louisiana.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse rif Representatives of tlie United 
Stales of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That any person or persons, 

(a) Acts which have been passed relative to lands and land titles in Louisiana :-An act erecting Lou
isiana into two territories, anrl providing for the temporary government thereof, March 26, 1S04, chap. 
38, sec. 14, 15. An act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims within the territory of Orleans, 
nnd the district of Louisiana, March 2, 1805, chap. 26. An act supplementary to an act entitled, "An act 
for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to lands within the territory of Orleans, and the district 
of Louisiana," April 21, 1806, chap. 39. An act respecting claims to lands in the territories of Orleans and 
Louisiana, March 3, 1807, chap. 36. An act providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, and for 
the sale of the public lnnds in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, February 15, 1811. An act pro
viding for the final adjustment of claims to lands, and for the sale of the public lands in the territories of 
Orleans and Louisiana, and to repeal the act passed for the same purpose, and approved .February 16, 
1811, March 3, 1811, chap. 46. An act giving further time for registering claims to lands in the western 
district of the territory of Orleans, March IO, 1812, chap. 38. An act for ascertaining the title and claims 
to land, in that part of Louisiana which lies east of the river Mississippi and the island of New Orleans, 
April 25, 1812, chap. 67. An act giving validity to the sale of certain tracts of public land, sold in the 
western district of the territory of Orleans, now the state of Louisiana, July I, 1812, chap. 118. An act giving 
further time for registering claims to land in the eastern and western districts of the territory of Orleans, 
now state of Louisiana, February 27, 1813, chap. 38. An act for the final adjustment of land titles in the 
state of Louisiana and territory of Mississippi, April 12, 1814, chap. 52. An act supplementary to an act 
for ascertaining the titles and claims to land in that part of Louisiana which lies east of the river Mis
sissippi and island of New Orleans, April 18, 1814, chap. 85. An act concerning certificates of confirmation 
of claims to lands in the state of Louisiana, April IS, 1814, chap. 93. An act to provide for the appoint
ment of a surveyor of the public lands in the territories of Illinois and Missouri, April 29, 1816, chap. 
161, sec. 3. An act for the confirmation of certain claims in the western district of Louisiana, and in the 
territory of Missouri, April 29, 1816, chap. 159. An act concerning pre-emption rights given in the pur
chase of lands to certain settlers in the state of Louisiana, and in the territory of Missouri and Illinois, 
April 29, !S16, chap. 162. An act explanatory of the act entitled," An act for the final adjustment of the 
land titles in the state of Louisiana, and territory of Missouri," March 3, 1819, chap. 84. An act to au. 
thorize the President of the United States to take possession of East and West Florida, and to establish 
a tempo~ary government therein, March 3, 1819, chap. 91. An act for adjusting the claims to land, and 
establishing land-offices in tbe uistricts east of the island of Orleans, March 3, 1819, chap. 98. An act 
confirming tho titles to lots in the town of Mobile, and in the former province of West Florida, which 
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and the legal representatives of any person or persons, who on the first 
day of October, in the year one thousand eight hundred, were resident 
within the territories ceded by the French Republic to the United States, 
by the treaty of the thirtieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, and who had prior to the said first day of October, one thousand 
eight hundred, obtained from the French or Spanish rrovernments 
respectively, during the time either of the said governm:'nts had the 
actual possession of said territories, any duly registered warrant, or order 
of survey for lands lying within the said territories to which the Indian 
title had been extinguished, and which were on that day actually inha
bited and cultivated by such person or persons, or for his or their use, 
shall be confirmed in their claims to such lands in the same manner as 
if their titles had been completed: Provided lwwever, that no such 
incomplete title shall be confirmed, unless the person in whose name such 
warrant or order of survey had been granted, was at the time of its date, 
either the head of a family, or above the age of twenty-one years : nor 
unless the conditions and terms on which the completion of the grant 
might depend, shall have been fulfilled. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That to every person, or to the 
legal representative or representatives of every person, who being either 
the head of a family, or twenty-one years of age, had prior to the twen
tieth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, with the 
permission of the proper Spanish officer, and in conformity with the 
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claims have been favourably reported on by the commissioners appointed by the United States, May 7, 
1822, chap. 122. An act supplemental to the several acts for adjusting the claims to land, and establish. 
ing land-offices in the districts east of the island of New Orleans, May 8, 1822, chap. 128. An act sup
plementary to the several acts for the adjustment of land claims in the state of Louisiana, February 21, 
1823, chap. 15. An act to revive and continue in force the seventh section of an act entitled, "An act 
supplementary to the several acts for the adjustment of land claims in the state of Louisiana," approved 
the eleventh of May, 1S20, and for other purposes, February 28, 1823, chap. 18. An act providing for 
the examination of the titles to land in that part of the state of Louisiana, situated between the Rio 
Hondo and the Sabine river, March 3, 1823, chap. 29. An act supplementary to the several acts for 
ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to land in the St. Helena and Jackson Courthouse laud 
districts, May 26, 1824, chap. 175. An act supplementary to an act providing for the examination of the 
titles to land in that part of the state of Louisiana situated between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine river, 
May 26, 1824, chap. 182. An act to confirm the supplementary report of the commissioners of the 
western district of Louisiana, 1'.farch 31, 1826, chap. 18. An act to confirm certain claims tQ lands in tho 
district of Opelousas in Louisiana, May 16, 1826, chap. 62. An act granting the right of preference to 
the purchasers of public lands in the St. Helena district in the state of Louisiana, March 19, 1828, chap. 
19. An act to confirm claims to lands in the uistrict between the Rio Hondo and Sabine river, May 24, 
1828, chap. 92. An act to authorize the registers of the several land-offices in Louisiana, to receive en
tries of land, in certain cases, and give to purcitasers thereof, certificates of the same, May 5, 1830, 
chap. 86. An act for the final adjustment of the land claims in the southeastern land district of the state 
of Louisiana, July 4, 1832, chap. 166. An act in reference to pre-emption rights in the southeastern dis
trict of Louisiana, June 28, 1834, chap. 125. An act further to provide for the location of certain land 
in the territory of Arkansas, June 28, 1834, chap. 106. An act for the final adjustment of claims to lands 
in the state of Louisiana, February 6, 1835, chap. 17. An act supplementary to an act entitled, "An act 
to entitle the inhabitants of Louisiana to enter the back lands," February 24, 1834, chap. 24. An act 
supplementary to an act of the fourth of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, entitled, "An 
act for the final adjustment of claims of lands in the southeastern district of Louisiana," March 3, 1835, 
chap. 46. An act confirming claims to lands in the state of Louisiana, July 4, 1836, chap. 358. An act 
supplementary to the act entitled, "An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands," 
approved June 18, 1838, June_ 1, 1840, chap. 12 .. An act to confirm _l~nd patents, March ?• 1841? chap, 
13. An act to confirm certam entries of land, m the state of Lomsiana, and to authonze the 1ssumg 
patents for the same, April 14, 1842, chap. l_0. An ac\ confirming certain land clai':'s in L~uisiana, July 
6, 1842, chap. 22. An act to set aside ccrtam reservat10ns of lands on account of hve oak m the south
eastern district of Louisiana, March 3, 1843, chap. 77. 

By the treaty by which Louisiana was acquired, the United States stipulated that the inhabitants of the 
ceded territories should be protected in the free enjoyment of their property. The United States, as u 
just nation, regard this stipulation as the avowal of a principle, which would ha~e been held equally 
sacred, although it had not been inserted tn the treaty. Soulard et al. 11. The United States, 4 Peters, 
511. . , I 

The term property, as applied to lands, comprehends every spec1es_of title, mchoate or compete. It 
is supposed to embrace th?se rights which li_e in contr?-ct, those which are executory_ as well as thos_e, 
which are executed. In this respect the relatton of the mhah1tants of Louisiana to their. government "' 
not changed. The new government takes the place o'. that whwh_ ~as passed ~way. Ibid. 

For the decisions of the Supreme Court on the subject of Loms1ana land titles, see notes to act of 
March 26, 1804, chap. 38, ante, page 288. 
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laws, usages and customs of the Spanish government, made an actual 
settlement on a tract of land within the said territories, not claimed by 
virtue of the preceding section, or of any Spanish or French grant 
made and completed before the first day of October, one thousand eight 
hundred, and during the time the government which made such grant 
had the actual possession of the said territories, and who did on the 
said twentieth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, 
actually inhabit and cultivate the said tract of land; the tract of land 
thus inhabited and cultivated, shall be granted: Provided lwwever, that 
not more than one tract shall be thus granted to any one person, and 
the same shall not contain more than one mile square, together with 
such other and further quantity, as heretofore has been allowed for the 
wife and family of such actual settler, agreeably to the laws, usages and 
customs of the Spanish government: Provided also, that this donation 
shall not be made to any person who claims any other tract of land in 
the said territories by virtue of any French or Spanish grant. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That for the purpose of more 
conveniently ascertaining the titles and claims to land in the territory 
ceded as aforesaid, the territory of Orleans shall be laid off into two 
districts, in such manner as the President of the United States shall 
direct; in each of which, he shall appoint, in the recess of the Senate, 
but who shall be nominated at their next meeting, for their advice and 
consent, a register; who shall receive the same annual compensation, 
give security in the same manner, and in the same sums, and whose 
duties and authorities shall in every respect be the same in relation to 
the lands which shall hereafter be disposed of at their offices, as arc by law 
provided with respect to the registers in the several offices established 
for the disposal of the lands of the United States, north of the. river 
Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. The President of the 
United States shall likewise appoint a recorder of land titles in the dis
trict of Louisiana, who shall give security in the same manner, and in 
the same sums, and shall be entitled to the same annual compensation, 
as the registers of the several land-offices. 

fo:c. 4. And be it furt!tcr enacted, That every person claiming lands 
in the above-mentioned territories, by virtue of any legal French or 
Spanish grant, made and completed before the first day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred, and during the time the government which 
made such grant had the actual possession of the territories, may, and 
every person claiming lands in the said territories, by virtue of tl1e two 
first sections of this act, or by virtue of any grant or incomplete title, 
bearing date subsequent to the first day of October, one thousand eight 
hundred, shall, before the first day of March, one thousand eight hun
dred and six, deliver to the register of the land-office, or recorder of 
land titles, within whose district the land may be, a notice in writing, 
stating the nature and extent of his claims, together with a plat of the 
tract or tracts claimed; and shall also, on or before that day, deliver to 
the said register or recorder, for the purpose of being recorded, every 
grant, order of survey, deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of 
his claim; and the same shall be recorded by the register or recorder, 
or by the translator herein after mentioned, in books to be kept by them 
for that purpose, on receiving from the parties at the rate of twelve and 
an half cents for every hundred words contained in such written evi
dence of their claim: Provided ltowever, that where lands are .claimed 
by virtue of a complete French or Spanish grant as aforesaid, it shall 
not be necessary for the claimant to have any other evidence of his 
claim recorded, except the original grant or patent, together with the 
warrant, or order of survey, and the plat; but all the other conveyances 
or_ deeds shall be deposited with the register or recorder, to be by them 
laid before the commissioners herein after directed to be appointed, 
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when they shall take the claim into consideration.(a) And if such per
son shall neglect to deliver such notice in writing of his claim, together 
with a plat as aforesaid, or cause to be recorded such written evidence 
of the same, all his right, so far as the same is derived from the two first 
sections of this act, shall become void, and for ever thereafter be barred• 
nor shall any incomplete grant, warrant, order of survey, deed of con~ 
veyance, or other written evidence, which shall not be recorded as above 
directed, ever after be considered or admitted as evideuce in any court 
of the United States, against any grant derived from the United States. 
The said register and recorder shall commence the duties hereby 
enjoined on them, on or before the first day of September next, and 
continue to discharge the same, at such place in their respective districts, 
as the President of the United States shall direct. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That two persons to be appointed 
by the President alone, for the district of Louisiana, and two persons to 
be in the same manner appointed for each of the districts directed by 
this act to be laid off in the territory of Orleans, shall, together with the 
register or recorder of the district for which they may be appointed, be 
commissioners for the purpose of ascertaining within their respective 
districts, the rights of persons claiming under any French or Spanish 
grant as aforesaid, or under the two first sections of this act. The said 
commissioners shall, previous to their entering on the duties of their 
appointment, respectively take and subscribe the following oath or 
affirmation, before some person qualified to administer the same: "I 

do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that I will impartially 
exercise and discharge the duties imposed on me by an act of Congress, 
intituled 'An act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to 
land within the territory of Orleans, and the district of Louisiana,' to 
the best of my skill and judgment." It shall be the duty of the said 
commissioners to meet in their respective districts, at such place as the 
President shall have directed therein, for the residence of the register 
or recorder, on or before the first day of December next, and they shall 
not adjourn to any other place, nor for a longer time than three days, 
until the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and six, and 
until they shall have completed the business of their appointment. 
Each board, or a majority of each board, shall, in their respective dis
tricts, have power to hear and decide in a summary manner, all matters 
respecting such claims, also to administer oaths, to compel the attend
ance of, and examine witnesses, and such other testimony as may be 
adduced, to demand and obtain from the proper officer and officers, all 
public records, in which grants of land, warrants, or orders of survey, 
or any other evidence of claims to land, derived from either the French 
or Spanish governments, may have been recorded; to take transcripts 
of such record or records, or of any part thereof; to have access to all 
other records of a public nature, relative to the granting, sale, transfer, 
or titles of lands, within their respective districts; and to decide in a 
summary way, according to justice and equity, on all claims filed with 
the register or recorder, in conformity with the provisions of this act, 
and on all complete French or Spanish grants, the evidence of which, 
though not thus filed, may be found of record on the public records 
of such grants; which decisions shall be laid before Congress in the 
manner herein after directed, and be subject to their determination 
thereon: Provided however, that nothing in this act contained, shall be 
construed so as to recognize any grant or incomplete title, bearing date 
subsequent to the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred, or 
to authorize the commissioners aforesaid to make any decision thereon. 
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(a) Ily the 3rd section of the act of February 28, 1806, chap. 11, the claimants to )_ands within the 
territorv of Louisiana, whose tracts have not been surveyed by the officers of the Spamsh go\'ernmcnt 
prior to 20th Decemher, 1803, are exempted from these provisions. 
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The said boards respectively shall have power to appoint a clerk, whose 
duty it shall be to enter in a book to be kept for that purpose, full and 
correct minutes of their proceedings and decisions, together with the 
evidence on which such decisions are made, which books and papers, 
on the dissolution of the boards, shall be deposited in the respective 
offices of the registers of the land-offices, or of the recorder of land 
titles of the district; and the said clerk shall prepare two transcripts of 
all the decisions made by the commissioners in favour of the claimants 
to land; both of which shall be signed by a majority of the said com
missioners, and one of which shall be transmitted to the officer exercising 
in the district the authority of surveyor-general; and the other to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. It shall likewise be the duty of the said 
commissioners, to make to the Secretary of the Treasury a full report 
of all the claims filed with the register of the proper land-office, or 
recorder of land titles, as above directed, which may have been rejected, 
together with the substance of the evidence adduced in support thereof, 
and such remarks thereon as they may think proper; which reports, 
together with the transcripts of the decisions of the commissioners in 
favour of the claimants, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury 
before Congress, at their next ensuing meeting. When any Spanish or 
French grant, warrant, or order of survey, as aforesaid, shall be pro
duced to either of the said boards, for lands, which were not at the 
date of such grant, warrant, or orde~ of survey, or within one year 
thereafter, inhabited, cultivated, or occupied:, by or for the me of the 
grantee; or whenever either of the said boards shall not be satisfied 
that such grant, warrant, or order of survey, did issue at the time when 
the same bears date, but that the same is antedated or otherwise fraudu
lent; the said commissioners shall not be bound to consider such grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, as conclusive evidence of the title, but may 
require such other proof of its validity as they may deem proper. Each 
of the commissioners and clerks aforesaid, shall be allowed a compen
sation of two thousand dollars in full for his services as such; and each 
of the said clerks shall, previous to his entering on the duties of his 
office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, to wit: "I 

do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that I will truly and 
faithfully discharge the duties of a clerk to the board of commissioners, 
for examining the claims to land, as enjoined by an act of Congress, 
intituled 'An act ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to 
land within the territory of Orleans, and the district of Louisiana.'" 
Which oath or affirmation shall be entered on the minutes of the board. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to employ three agents, one for 
each board, and whose compensation shall not exceed one thousand five 
hundred dollars each, for the purpose of appearing before the commis
sioners, in behalf of the United States, to investigate the claims for 
]ands, and to oppose all such as said agents may deem fraudulent and 
unfounded. It shall also be the duty of the said agent for the district 
of Louisiana, to examine into and investigate the titles and claims, if 
any there be, to the lead mines within the said district, to collect all the 
evidence within his power, with respect to the claims to, and value of 
the said mines, and to lay the same before the commissioners, who shall 
make a special report thereof, with their opinions thereon, to the Secre
tary of the Treasury, to be by him laid before Congress, at their next 
ensuing session. The said hoard of commissioners shall each be autho
rized to employ a translator of the Spanish and French languages, to 
assist them in the despatch of the business which may be brought before 
them, and for the purpose of recording Spanish and French grants, 
deeds, or other evidences of claims on the registers' books. The said 
translator shall receive, for the recording done by him, the fees already 
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provided by law, and may be allowed, not exceeding fifty dollars, for 
every month he shall be employed; provided that the whole compensa
tion, other than that arising from fees, shall not exceed six hundred 
dollars. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested by law in 
the surveyor of the lands of the United States, south of the state of Ten
nessee, shall extend over all the public lands of the United States to 
which the Indian title has been, or shall hereafter be extinauished wi;hin 
the said territory of Orleans; and it shall be the duty of th

0

e said s~rveyor 
to cause such of the said lands, as the President of the United States 
shall expressly direct, to be surveyed, and divided, as nearly as the na
ture of the country will admit, in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations as is provided by law, in relation to the lands of the United 
States northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the location, or locations of 
lands which Major General La Fayette is by law authorized to make on 
any lands, the property of the United States, in the territory of Orleans, 
shall be made with the register or registers of the land-offices established 
by this act in the said territory : the surveys thereof shall be executed 
under the authority of the surveyor of the lands of the United States, 
south of Tennessee; and a patent or patents therefor shall issue, on 
presenting such surveys to the Sepretary of the Treasury, together with 
a certificate of the proper register, or registers, stating that the land is 
not rightfully claimed by any other person: Pi·ovided, that no location 
or survey made by virtue of this section shall contain less than one thou
sa?d acres, nor include any improved lands or lots, salt spring or lead 
mme. 

SEC. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That a sum not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any unappropriated monies in the 
treasury, be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of car
rying this act into effect. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1805. 

CHAP, XXVII.-.On .11.ct to authorize the Secretary of War to issue military land 
warrants, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he hereby is authorized from and after the passing of this act, to 
issue warrants for military bounty lands to the sixty-three persons who 
have exhibited their claims, and produced satisfactory evidence to sub
stantiate the same, to the Secretary of War; and also, to such persons 
as shall, before the first day of April next, produce to him satisfactory 
evidence of the validity of their claims, in pursuance of the act of the 
twenty-sixth of April, eighteen hundred and two, intituled "An act in 
addition to an act, intituled An act in addition to an act, regulating the 
grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the society of 
the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the hcathe~." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the holders or proprietors 
of the land warrants issued by virtue of the preceding section, shall and 
may locate their respective warrants only on any unlocated parts of the 
fifty quarter townships, and the fractional quarter townships, which had 
been reserved for original holders, by virtue of the fifth section of _an act, 
intituled "An act in addition to an act, entituled An act regulatmg the 
grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the society of 
the U nite<l Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen." 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the act, intituled "A~ act in 
addition to an act, intituled An act in addition to an act, regulatmg the 
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force until the grants of lands appropriated for military services, and for the society of 
1st March. the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen," 

approved the twenty-sixth day of April, eighteen hundred and two, be, 
1so2, ch. 30. and the same is hereby continued in force until the first day of March, 

eighteen hundred and six. 

STATUTE II. 

March 2, 1805. 
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STATUTE II. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1805. 

CHAP, XXVIII.-.Rn Jlct to amend the act, intituled "An act for the government 
and regulation ef seamen in the merchants' service." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Repi·esentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the provisions, regu
lations, and penalties which are contained in the eighth section of the 
act, intituled "An act for the government and regulation of seamen in 
the merchants' service," so far as relates to a chest of medicines to be 
provided for vessels of one hundred and fifty tons burthen and upwards, 
shall be extended to all merchant vessels of the burthen of seventy-five 
tons, or upwards, navigated with six persons or more, in the whole, and 
bound from the United States to any port or ports in the West Indies. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1805. 

March 2, 1805. CHAP, XXIX.-.811 Jlct to appropriate a sum cf money for the purpose o/ build
ing Gun Boats. 
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Proviso. 

Proviso. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of sixty thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of 
enabling the President to cause to be built a number of gun boats, not 
exceeding twenty-five, for the better protection of the ports and harbors 
of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1805. 

CHAP, XXX.-An Jlct to autlwrize the erection ef a bridge across a mill pond and 
marsh in the Navy Yard, belonging to the United States, in the town of Brook
lyn, in tl,c state <if New York. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tltc Unilfd 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized, by a proper instrument 
in writing under his hand, in due form, to grant to such person or per
sons, or body corporate, by their proper name of incorporation, as shall 
be authorized by an act of the legislature of the state of New York, to 
open and improve a road from Brooklyn ferry, in that state, along the 
shore of the Wallaboght, to Bushwick, to erect a bridge across the mill 
pond and marsh, being part of the navy yard belonging to the United 
States, in the said town of Brooklyn, and to maintain such bridge under 
such restrictions and on such conditions as he shall prescribe : Provided 
nevertlieless, that if,at any future time, it shall appear to the President of 
the United States, that the property of the United States is injured by 
such bridge, he may revoke the permission granted by him for erecting 
the same: 

And provided also, That no toll shall be demanded at any time for any 
article the property of the United States which may be conveyed to or 
for their use, over or across the said bridge, or from any person or per
sons employed in the said navy yard, who may pass or repass on the 
said bridge. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1805. 
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CuAP, XXXI.-An .Jl.ct further providing for the government oj the dist,·ict if' 
Louisiana. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ·House ef Rq>resentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that part of the coun
try ceded by France to the United States, under the general name of 
Louisiana, which, by an act of the last session of Congress, was erected 
into a separate district, to be called the district of Louisiana, shall hence
forth be known and designated by the name and title of the Territory of 
Louisiana, the government whereof shall be organized and administered 
as follows: 

The executive power shall be vested in a governor, who shall reside 
in said territory, and hold his office during the term of three years, un
less sooner removed by the President of the United States. He shall be 
commander in chief of the militia of the said territory, superintendent 
ex officio of Indian affairs, and shall appoint and commission all officers 
in the same, below the rank of general officers; shall have power to 
grant pardons for offences against the same, and reprie\·es for those 
against the United States, until the decision of the President thereon 
shall be known. 

SEc. 2. There shall be a secretary, whose commission shall continue 
in force for four years, unless sooner revoked by the President of the 
United States, who shall reside in the said territory, and whose duty it 
shall be, under the direction of the governor, to record and preserve all 
the papers and proceedings of the executive, and all the acts of the 
governor and of the legislative body, and transmit authentic copies of the 
same every six months, to the President of the United States. In case 
of a vacancy of the office of governor, the government of the said terri-
tory shall be exercised by the secretary. 

SEc. 3. The legislative power shall (be) vested in the governor and 
in three judges, or a majority of them, who shall have power to establish 
inferior courts in the said territory, and prescribe their jurisdiction and 
duties, and to make all laws which they may deem conducive to the 
good government of the inhabitants thereof: Proviikd however, that no 
law shall be valid which is inconsistent with the constitution and laws 
of the United States, or which shall lay any person under restraint or 
disability on account of his religious opinions, profession, or worship, in 
all of which he shall be free to maintain his own and not be burthened 
with those of another. And provided also, that in all criminal prosecu
tions, the trial shall be by a jury of twelve good and lawful men of the 
vicinage, and in all civil cases of the valne of one hundred dollars, the 
trial shall be by jury, if either of the parties require it. And the go
vernor shall publish throughout the said territory, all the laws which may 
be made as aforesaid, and shall from time to time report the same to the 
President of the United States, to be laid before Congress, which, if dis
approved of by Congress, shall thenceforth cease and be of no effect. 

SEc. 4. There shall be appointed three judges, who shall hold their 
offices for the term of four years, who, or any two of them, shall hold 
annually two courts within the said district, at such place as will be 
most convenient to the inhabitants thereof in general: shall possess the 
same jurisdiction which is possessed by the judges of the Indiana terri
tory, and shall continue in session until all the business depending before 
them shall be disposed of. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the more convenient 
distribution of justice, the prevention of crimes and injuries, and execu
tion of process criminal and civil, the governor shall proceed from time 
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(a) By the act of June 4, 1812, chap. 95, entitled," An act for providing for the government of the 

territory of Missouri," the territory of Louisiana shall be called "Missouri." 
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to time as circumstances may require, to lay out those parts of the ter
ritory in which the Indian title shall have been extinguished, into dis
tricts, subject to such alteration as may be found necessary; and he 
shall appoint thereto such magistrates and other c_i~il officers as he may 
deem necessary, whose several powers and authontJes shall be regulated 
and defined by law. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary and 
judges, to be appointed by virtue of this act, shall respectively receive 
the same compensations for their services as are by law established for 
similar offices in the Indiana territory, to be paid quarter yearly out of 
the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, 
judges, justices of the peace, and all other officers civil or military, be
fore they enter upon the duties of their respective offices, shall take an 
oath, or affirmation, to support the constitution of the United States, and 
for the faithful discharge of the duties of their office; the governor before 
the President of the United States, or before a judge of the supreme or 
district court of the United States, or before such other person as the 
President of the United States shall authorize to administer the same; 
the secretary and judges before the governor ; and all other officers 
before such person as the governor shall direct. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, and 
judges, to be appointed by virtue of this act, and all the additional 
officers authorized thereby, or by the act for erecting Louisiana into two 
territories, and providing for the temporary government thereof, shall 
be appointed by the President of the United States, in the recess of the 
Senate, but shall be nominated at their next meeting for their advice 
and consent. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the Jaws and regulations, in 
force in the said district, at the commencement of this act, and not in
consistent with the provisions thereof, shall continue in force, until 
altered, modified, or repealed by the legislature. 

SEc. 10. And be it fi1rther enacted, That so much of an act, inti
tuled "An act erecting Louisiana into two territories, and providing for 
the temporary government thereof," as is repugnant to this act, shaH, 
from and after the fourth day of July next, be repealed, on which said 
fourth day of July, this act shall commence and have full force. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XXXII.--.an .act to amend the charter of Georgetown. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States <!f America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
second Monday in March current, the corporation of Georgetown, in the 
district of Columbia, shall be divided into two branches; the first branch 
to be composed of five members, and a recorder, and to be called "the 
board of aldermen;" and the second branch to be composed of eleven 
members, and to be called "the board of common council-men ;" which 
said two branches shall be elected as hereafter particularly provided. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That after the passage of this act, 
and before the said day above mentioned, the present members of the 
said corporation shall meet at their usual place of meeting, and then and 
there choose, by ballot, from their body, five persons to compose the said 
board of aldermen, which said persons, when chosen as aforesaid, shall 
compose the said board of aldermen, and be, and continue such, until 
the fourth Monday in February, one thousand eight hundred and six; 
and that the present recorder of the said corporation shall be the presi
dent of the said board of aldermen until the time last aforesaid; that 
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the other mcm?ers of the said corporation, ( except the mayor,) shall 
compose the said second branch, called the board of common council
men, and be and continue such, until the time aforesaid, and shall choose 
out of their own body a president, to be and continue such until the 
time aforesaid; and when thus organized, said corporation shall have, 
exercise, and possess, all the powers and rights now vested in the said 
corporation, and to be herein and hereby vested in them. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the present mayor of the 
corporation of Georgetown, shall be, and continue such, until the first 
.Monday of January next. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That on the fourth Monday of 
February next, the free white male citizens of Georgetown, of full age, 
and having resided within the town aforesaid, twelve months previously, 
and having paid tax to the corporation, shall assemble at a place to be 
appointed, as hereafter directed, and then and there shall proceed to 
elect, by ballot, five fit and proper persons, citizens of the United States, 
and residents of the said town, one whole year next before the said day 
of election, above twenty-one years of age, and having paid a tax to said 
corporation, to compose the said board of aldermen; and shall also, at 
the same time, proceed as aforesaid, to elect eleven fit and proper per
sons, having the qualifications last aforesaid, to compose the said board 
of common council ; the said board of aldermen to continue two years, 
and the said board of common council to continue one year : and the 
said mayor, together with such other fit persons as shall be named and 
appointed by the said corporation, shall be judges of the election, and 
the five persons voted for as aldermen, who shall have the greatest num
ber of legal votes, on the final casting up of the polls, shall be declared 
duly elected for the board of aldermen : and the eleven persons voted 
for as common council, who shall have the greatest number of legal 
votes upon the final casting up of the polls, shall be declared duly elected 
for the board of common council; and that the like election for aldermen 
be held on the fourth Monday in February, every two years thereafter; 
and for the said common council, on the said fourth Monday in Febru
ary, annually, for ever thereafter. 

SEC. 5. And be it furt!ter enacted, That on the first Monday of 
January next, and on the same day, annually, for ever thereafter, the 
said corporation shall, by a joint ballot of the said two branches present, 
choose some fit and proper person to be mayor of the said corporation, 
and some fit and proper person, learned in the law, to be the recorder 
of the said corporation, to continue in office one year. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said mayor, before he 
acts as such, and the said recorder, before he acts as such, shall, respec
tively, make oath, before some justice of the peace, for the county of 
Washington aforesaid, in the presence of both branches of the said cor
poration, that he will well and faithfully discharge the several a_nd re
spective duties of his office; and that each member of the said two 
branches shall, before he acts as such, in the presence of the corpora
tion, take an oath to discharge the duties and trust reposed in him, 
with integrity and fidelity. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That four members of the board 
of aldermen, and seven members of the board of common council, 
shall form a quorum to do business: the said corporation shall_ hold two 
sessions in each year· one to commence on the first Monday m .March, 
and the other on the 'first Monday in December, with power to adjourn 
from day to day, to be held at such place as the I?ayor may designate, 
not otherwise provided for by ordinance: Provided always, that the 
mayor shall have power, on urgent occasions,. to c~n.vene ~a~d corpora
tion, on application of at least five members, m wntmg, g1vmg reason
able notice of such intended meeting. 
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SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of the said branches 
shall judge of the elections, qualifications and returns of its own mem
bers, and may compel the attendance of the members of each branch 
by reasonable penalties: and either branch shall have power to appoint 
their president, pro tcmpore, in case of the absence of the one duly 
ch_osen, as aforesaid. Any ordinance may originate in either branch, and 
no ordinance shall be passed, but by a majority of both branches, nor 
unless it shall pass both branches during the same session, and be 
approved of by the mayor, who shall sign the same, unless he objects 
thereto, within forty-eight hours from the time the same is presented to 
him for signature; if he does so object, he shall immediately return the 
same to the said corporation, with his objections, in writing, and if on 
reconsideration, two thirds of each branch of the corporation shall be 
of opinion that the said law ought to be passed, it shall, notwithstanding 
the objections of the mayor, become a law; and he shall sign the same; 
if the said mayor shal1 not return his objections to the same, to the said 
corporation, within the time aforesaid, it shall become a law, and shall 
be signed by him; the clerk of the corporation shall record in a book 
to be kept by him for that purpose, all the laws and resolutions which 
shal1 be passed as aforesaid, and deliver a copy of them to the public 
printer, to be printed by him for the use of the people. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlter enarted, That in case the aldermen com
posing the first branch shall, at any time, on any question before them, 
be equal1y divided, the recorder shall have the casting vote, and_ deter
mine such question to the same effect as if the same had been determined 
by a majority of the aldermen present; and similar power is hereby given 
to the president of the second branch in case of an equal division in 
that body. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
mayor to see that the laws of the corporation be duly executed, and to 
report the negligence or misconduct of any officer to the said corpora
tion, who on satisfactory proof thereof, may remove from office the said 
delinquent, or take such other measures thereupon as shall be just and 
lawful; he shall lay before the said corporation, from time to time, in 
writing, such alterations in the laws of the said corporation as he shall 
deem necessary and proper; he shall have and exercise the powers of a 
justice of the peace in the said town, and shall receive for his services, 
annually, a just and reasonable compensation, to be allowed and fixed 
by the said corporation; no person shall be eligible to the said office of 
mayor unless a citizen of the United States, of the age of thirty years, 
a resident of the said town for five years then last past, and unless he 
shall have paid a tax to said corporation. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That in case of a vacancy in 
either branch of the said corporation, by death, removal, or otherwise, 
of either of the members, a fit person or persons qualified, as aforesaid, 
shall be elected by the people, in the manner aforesaid, to fill such vacancy 
immediately thereafter; the mayor giving however at least five days' notice 
of such election: and in case of the vacancy of the mayor or recorder, 
t~e said corporation shall, within five days thereafter, as herein before 
directed, proceed to the choice of a fit person or persons, qualified, as 
aforesaid, to fill his or their place. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
~ave power to impose a tax, not exceeding in any one year, fifty cents 
m the hundred dollars, on all property within the said town ; and the 
sessions of the said corporation shall be held as heretofore, until the 
said sei.,ond Monday in March current; and the said corporation shall 
have, possess and enjoy, all the rights, immunities, privileges and powers 
heretofore enjoyed by them; and shall be called by the same name as 
heretofore, and shall have perpetual succession; and in addition thereto, 



EIGHTH CONGRESS. SESS, JI. CH. 32. 1805. 

they shall have power to regulate the inspection of flour and tobacco in 
said town; to prevent the introduction of contagious diseases within 
said town and precincts; to establish night watches and patroles, and 
erect lamps; to regulate the stationing, anchorage and mooring of ves
sels; to provide for regulating and licensing ordinaries, auctions and 
retailers of liquors, hackney carriages, wagons, carts and drays within 
said town and precincts; to restrain or prohibit gambling; to provi:de 
for licensing, regulating or restraining theatrical or other public amuse
ments; to regulate and establish markets; to pass all laws for the regu
lation of weights and measures; to provide for the licensing and regu
lating the sweeping of chimneys and fixing the rates thereof; to establish 
and regulate fire wards and fire companies; to regulate and establish 
the size of bricks to be made and used within said town; the inspection 
of salted provisions, and the assize of bread; to sink wells and erect 
and repair pumps in the streets; to impose and appropriate fines, penal
ties and forfeitures for breach of their ordinances; to erect workhouses; 
to open, extend, and regulate streets within the limits of the said town; 
provided they make to the person or persons who may be injured by 
such opening, extension or regulation just and adequate compensation, 
to be ascertained by the verdict of an impartial jury, to be summoned 
and sworn by a justice of the peace of the county of Washington, and 
to be formed of twenty-three men, who shall proceed in like manner as 
has been usual in other cases where private property has been condemned 
for public use; and they shall have the power of restraining, regulating 
and directing the manner of building wharves and docks; also to direct 
the manner in which the improvements thereon to be erected, shall be 
made, so that they may not become injurious to the health of the town; 
in addition to the power heretofore granted to the said corporation by 
the act of Congress, intituled "An act additional to, and amendatory 
of an act, intituled An act concerning the district of Columbia," of 
laying a tax of two dollars per foot front for paving the streets, lanes 
and alleys of the said town; they shall have the power upon petition, in 
writing, of a majority of the holders of the real property fronting on 
any street or alley, if, in their judgment it shall be deemed necessary, to 
lay such further and additional sum on each front foot, on said street, or 
part of a street, as will be sufficient to pave said street or part of a street, 
lane or alley, so petitioned for; and the like remedy shall be used for 
the recovery thereof, as is now used for the recovery of the public county 
taxes in the said county of Washington ; and they shall have power by 
ordinance to direct or order the paved str!')ets to be cleansed and kept 
clean, and appoint an officer for that purpose; to make and keep in 
repair all necessary sewers and drains, and to pass regulations necessary 
for the preservation of the same. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the duties on all licenses 
to be granted as aforesaid, shall be to and for the proper use and benefit 
of the said corporation; and the said corporation shall have power to 
pass all laws not inconsistent with the laws of the United States, which 
may be necessary to give effect and operation to all the powers vested 
in the said corporation; and to appoint constables and collectors of the 
taxes, and all other officers who may be .deemed necessary for the 
execution of their laws, whose duties and powers shall be prescribed 
in such manner as the said corporation shall deem fit for the purpose 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the jurisdiction of the said 
corporation shall extend to the limits of the original plan of said town, 
and to such additions as are recognized by law ; and that a survey as 
soon as conveniently may be a~er the pass~ge of this la.w! shall ?e ~a?e, 
under the direction of the said corporation, ascertammg said hm1ts, 
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and a plat thereof made and returned to said corporation, which, when 
approved of by them, s.hall. be preserved, and become a record. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-.8n Jl.ct supplementary to the act intituled ".11n act making an 
March 3, 1805• appropriation for carrying into effect the convention between the United States 

qf .llmerica and his Britannic Majesty." 
1802, ch. 49. 
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Proviso. 

STATUTE II. 

March 3, 1805. 

District of 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States ef America in Congress ~ssembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized to cause the last payment due under the con
vention of the eighth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
two, between the United States of America and his Britannic majesty, 
to be made in Great Britain: Provided, that the same may be effected 
without any risk to the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-Jl.n .llct lo establish tlie districts qf Gennessee, qf Buffaloe Creelr, 
and qf Miami ; and to alter the port of entry ef the district <if Erie. 

Gennessee 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of tlte United 
es- States ef America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thirty

first day of March next, all the shores and waters of the lake 0Btario, 
and the rivers and waters connected therewith, lying within the juris
diction of the United States, and within the state of New York, to the 
westward of the western extremity of Sodus bay, but excluding all the 
rivers and waters emptying into the said bay, and to the eastward of the 
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eastern extremity of a certain creek or bay, lying between Niagara and 
the Gennessee river, and known by the name of Oak Orchard creek, 
shall be a district, to be called the district of Gennessee, of which the 
river Gennessee shall be the sole port of entry; and a collector for said 
district shall be appointed, to reside on the river Gennessee. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the shores, rivers and 
waters heretofore belonging to the district of Niagara, which empty into 
Lake Erie, or into the river Niagara, above the falls of Niagara, shall, 
from and after the thirty-first day of March next, be a district, to be called 
the district of Buffaloe Creek, of which Buffaloe Creek shall be the sole 
port of entry; and a collector for the said district shall be appointed, to 
reside on Buffaloe Creek. 

SEc. 3. And be it fw·ther enacted, That from and after the thirty-first 
day of March next, all the shores, rivers and waters of Lake Erie, within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, which lie between the west bank 
of Vermilion river, and the north cape, or extremity of Miami bay, into 
which the river Miami of Lake Erie empties itself, and including all the 
waters of the said river Miami, shall be a district, to be called the district 
of Miami; and the President of the United States is authorized to 
establish such place at or near Sandusky, or on the said river Miami, to 
be the port of entry, as he shall judge expedient, and also to establish, 
not exceeding two other places, to be ports of delivery only; and a col
lector for the said district shall be appointed, to reside at the port of 
entry, and surveyors to reside at such ports of delivery as may be estab
lished, as aforesaid. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized to designate such place in the district of Erie, as he 
shall judge expedient, to be the port of entry of the said district. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several collectors nnd 
surveyors who may be appointed by virtue of this act, or by virtue of the 
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third section of an act passed the third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and three, which authorizes the establishment of a new collec
tion disJrict on Lake Ontario, in addition to the fees and commissions 
allowed by law, respectively, receive the same annual salary, which by 
law is allowed to the collectors and surveyors of the several districts 
comprising the northern and western boundaries of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XXXV.-.f.ln Jl.ct fur/her to al/er and establish certain post road.q; and for 
other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
be discontinued, namely: 

From Williesville by vValdon's store, Speed's and W ii son's, Sterling 
Yancey's and Norman's store, to Person Courthouse in North Carolina. 

From Wilkes to Ash Courthouse, in North Carolina. 
From New Dublin by Tazewell, Russell and Lee Courthouse, to 

Cumberland Gap in Virginia: 
From Georgetown by Concord and Laurel, to Salisbury in Maryland. 
From Ringo's tavern, to Flemington in New Jersey. 
From Worcester to Lancaster in Massachusetts. 
From Springfield to Northampton. 
From Boston to Bridgewater. 
From Vincennes to Kaskaskias. 
From Annapolis by Kent Island and Queenstown to Centreville. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post roads be 

established: 
In ]}fassachusetts.-From Worcester by Holden, Rutland, Hubhards

town, Templeton, Winchendon and Fitzwilliam, to Keen in New Hamp
shire; from W cymouth landing by Abington, East Bridgewater and 
West Bridgewater, to Taunton. 

In New Jersey.-From Cooper's ferry by Haddinfield, Longacoming, 
Blue Anchor, Great Egg Harbor, River Bridge and Somers Point, to 
Absecome in Gallaway township. 

In Pennsylnania.-From Alexandria by Centre Furnace and Belle
font, to Williamsport; from Bristol by Attleboro, Newtown and Doyles
town, to Quakertown; from New Hope through Doylestown, Mont
gomery's Square, to Norristown; from Norristown by Pawlingsford, 
Pughtown, Morgantown, Churchtown and New Holland, to Lancaster; 
from Philadelphia through Germantown, White Marsh, Montgomery 
Square and Quakertown, to Bethlehem; from Bethlehem by Lausanne 
to Berwic; from Presqu'ille to Buffaloe Creek. 

In lYlaryland.-From Annapolis by Rockhall to Chestertown. 
In Vii:~inia.-From Randolph Courthouse, to Frankfort; from Genito 

by Carsell's store to Amelia Courthouse, from thence to Perkinsonville; 
from Prince Edward Courthouse, by Hunter's tavern, to Lynchburg; 
from Lynchburg, by Campbell and Pittsylvania Courthouse, to Danville; 
from Smithfield by Sleepy Hole ferry to Portsmouth; from Sleepy Hole 
to Suffolk. 

In Nortlt Carolina.-From Williamsboro', by Bullock's and Brown's 
stores, Sterlingville and the Red House, in Caswell county, to Caswell 
Courthouse; from Richland, by Onslow Courthouse, to Swanborough; 
from Raleigh, by Paul's ferry on Neuse, cross-roads at Watson's, Little 
river at Richardson's, Contcntney at Woodward's, Tossnot at Dew's, to 
Tar borough; from Greensville Courthouse, in the state of South Caro
lina, to Ashville in the state of North Carolina. 
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In Georgia.-From Darien, by Tatnall and Montgomery Courthouse, 
to Fort Wilkinson; from Washington in Kentucky, to Cincinnati in 
Ohio. 

In Indiana.-From Vincennes to Cahokia. 
In Upper Louisiana.-From St. Louis to St. Charles. 
In Orleans Territory.-From Natchez, in the Mississippi territory, 

by Caddy's ferry, Cahola and Rapid Settlements, to Natchitoches; from 
Washington City, by Athens in Georgia, to New Orleans; and from 
Knoxville in Tennessee to the Tombigby settlements in the Mississippi 
territory, so as to intersect the post road from Athens in Georgia to 
New Orleans, at the most convenient point between Athens and the said 
settlements. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XXXVI.-.On .fl.ct making appropriations for carrying into effect certain 
Indian treaties, and for other purposes rf Indian trade and intercourse. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of defray
ing the expenses, that may arise in carrying into effect the treaties lately 
made between the United States and the tribes of lnJians, called the 
Delawares, Piankeshaws, Sacs and Foxes, the following sums, to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, be, 
and the same are hereby appropriated for the payment of the annuities 
stipulated in the said treaties to be paid to the said Indians; that is to 
say, to the Delawares, three hundred dollars, annually, for five years, and 
the further sum of three hundred dollars, annually, for ten years: to the 
Piankeshaws, annually, for ten years, the sum of two hundred dollars; 
and to the Sacs and Foxes, one thousand dollars, annually, so long as 
the treaty with them shall continue jn force. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That for the purpose of exploring 
the Indian country, and of ascertaining proper and convenient places for 
establishing trading houses with the different Indian tribes within the 
territory of the United States, a sum of five thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated out of any monies in the treasury, not other
wise appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That for the purpose of establishing 
additional trading houses with the Indian tribes, a sum not exceeding 
one hundred thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
( the balance of a former appropriation being carried to the credit of the 
surplus fund) to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XXXVIII.-.On .Oct to extend jurisdiction in certain cases, to the Territo• 
rial Courts. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives oftlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the superior courts of 
the several territories of the United States, in which a district court has 
not been established by law, shall, in all cases in which the United States 
are concerned, have and exercise, within their respective territories, the 
same jurisdiction and powers which are by law given to, or may be exer
cised by the district court of Kentucky district: and writs of error and 
appeals shall lie, from decisions therein, to the supreme court, for the 
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same causes, and under the same regulations, as from the said district 
court of Kentucky district.( a) 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 
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STATUTE l!. 

CHAP: XL.-.B? .JJ.ct tn ~mend a11 ac! intit_uled "Jln act for imposing more specific March 3, 1805. 
duties on the unportation ef certain articles, and al~o fur levyi11/f and collecting 
light money un foreign ships or vessels, and for otl,er purposes.' 

Be it enacted by tlze Senate and Jiouse of Representatives oftke United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sixth section of the 
act, intituled "An act for imposing more specific duties on the importa
tion of certain_ articles; and also for levying and collectincr light money 
on foreign ships or vessels, and for other purposes," shall n";,t be deemed 
to operate upon unregistered ships or vessels, owned by citizens of the 
United States, in those cases, where such ship or vessel is in possession 
of a sea letter, or other regular document, issued from a custom-house 
of the United States, proving such ship or vessel to be American pro
perty : Provirled lzowcver, that upon the entry of every such ship or vessel 
from any foreign port or place, if the same shall be at the port or place 
at which the owner, or any of the part owners reside, such owner or part 
owners shall make oath or affirmation, that the sea letter or other regu
lar document possessed by such ship or vessel, contains the name or 
names of all the persons who are then owners of the said ship or vessel; 
or if any part of such ship or vessel has been sold or transferred since 
the date of such sea letter or document, that such is the case, and that 
no foreign subject or citizen hath, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, any share, by way of trust, confidence or otherwise, in such ship 
or vessel. And if the owner, or any part owner, shall not reside at the 
port or place, at which such ship or vessel shall enter, then the master 
or commander shall make oath or affirmation to the like effect. And 
if the owner or part owner, where there is one, or the master or com
mander, where there is no owner, shall refuse to swear or affirm as 
aforesaid, such ship or vessel shall not be entitled to the privileges 
granted by this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CnAP. XLl.-.11n ..ict for the more effectual preservation ef peat.e in the ports 
and harbors of the United States, and in the wafers under their jurisdiction. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whensoever any treason, 
felony, misprision of treason, or of felony, misdemeanor, breach of the 
peace, or of the revenue laws of the United State!, shall hereafter be 
committed within the jurisdiction of the United States, and the case 
shall be cognizable by, or under their authority, if the person commit
ting the same shall be on board of any foreign armed vessel, in any port 
or harbor of the United States, or in the waters within their jurisdiction, 
it shall be the duty of any judge or justice of any court of the United 
States, upon satisfactory proof thereof to him made, to issue his warrant 
specifying the nature of the offence, and directed to a marshal, com
manding him to take the body of the offender, and bring him before the 
said judge or justice, to be dealt with according to law. And if the said 
marshal shall deem the ordinary posse comitatus insufficient to insure 
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(a) By the 10th section of the act of September 24, 1789, "An act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States," chap. 20, vol. i. 77, it is provided "that the district court in Kentucky district shall, besides 
the jurisdiction given in the act, have jurisdiction of all other causes except appeals and wnts of error, 
as afterwards made cognizable in a circuit court; and shall proceed thereon in the same manner as a 
circuit court ; and writs of error and appeals shall lie from decisions therein, to the supreme court under 
the same regulations." 
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the execution of the said warrant, he shall apply to the said judge or 
justice, who shall immediately issue his order, directed to any officer 
having command of militia, or any officer having command of regular 
troops, or of armed vessels of the United States, iu the vi~inity, requiring 
him to aid the said marshal with all the force under his command, or 
snch part as may be necessary in executing the warrant aforesaid. And 
the said marshal conforming himself in all things to the instructions 
which he shall receive from the President of the United States, or from 
any other person authorized by the President, shall first demand the 
surrender of the person charged with the offence; and if delivery be not 
made, or if the marshal be obstructed from making the demand, he shall 
use all the means in his power by force and arms, to arrest the offender, 
and all others who are with him, giving him aid and countenance in 
evading the arrest, and he shall convey the said offender and all others 
arrested, as aforesaid, and deliver them to the civil authority, to be dealt 
with according to Jaw. If death ensue to the person ordered to be ar
rested, or to any of those giving him aid aud countenance, it shall be 
justified; but if to the marshal, or to any of those supporting him in the 
discharge of his duty, the persons engaged in resisting the civil autho
rity shall be punished as in cases of felonious homicide. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That whensoever after the pas
sage of this act any felony, misprision of felony, misdemeanor, or breach 
of the peace shall be committed within the body of a county in any one 
of the United States, and any process of law shall be issued under the 
authority of the state, for the purpose of arresting the offender, if the said 
offender shall be on board of any foreign armed vessel, in any port or 
harbor of the United States, and within the jurisdiction of the state in 
which the offence was committed, it shall be lawful for the governor or 
other supreme executive officer of the state in which the said offence 
shall have been committed, upon due proof thereof, and upon his being 
satisfied that the ordinary posse comitatus is insufficient to insure the 
execution of the said proce:;s, to issue his order directed to any officer 
having command of regular troops or armed vessels of the United States, 
in the vicinity, requiring him to aid the officer charged with the execu
tion of the process, with all the force under his command, or such part 
thereof as may be necessary, in arresting the offender and all those giving 
aid and countenance in resisting the civil authority. And if the said 
offender shall flee to any place beyond the jurisdiction of the state, and 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, the officer charged 
with the execution of the said process shall be, and he is hereby author
ized to pursue the said offender into such place, taking with him, if 
necessary, the said armed force, and there arrest him, in virtue of the 
said process. And if the said offender shall flee to and be on board of 
any foreign armed vessel being in any place beyond the jurisdiction of 
the state, and within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, the 
officer charged with the execution of the said process shall first demand 
the delivery of the said offender of and from the person or persons having 
charge and command of the said foreign armed vessel, declaring the 
authority and cause for which the demand is made; and if the said 
offender be not delivered according to the said demand, or if the officer 
charged with the execution of the process be obstructed in attempting to 
make the demand, then he shall use all the means in his power, by force 
and arms, to enter on board of the said foreign armed vessel, there to 
search for and arrest the said offender, and all those who arc with him 
giving him aid and countenance, in preventing and resisting the execu
tion of the said process; and the officer charged with the execution 
of the said process shall convey the said offender and deliver him 
over to the civil authority of the state, to be dealt with according to law; 
and all those arrested for being concerned in resisting the execution of 
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the process shall be delivered over to the civil authority of the United 
States, and shall be punished in the same manner as if they had been 
concerned in knowir~gly and wil'.ully obstructing, resisting or opposing 
any officer of the Umted States Ill serving or attempting to serve any 
warrant or other legal or judicial writ issued under the authority of the 
United States. But if any of those concerned in making the arrest be 
killed in a place within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, 
those engaged in resisting the civil authority shall be punished as in cases 
of felonious homicide; and if the person charged with the offence, or 
any of those concerned with him in resisting, be killed, in a place under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, it shall be justified. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any commanding officer 
of militia, of regular troops, or armed vessels of the United States, shall 
refuse to obey the requisition authorized by this act, he shall forfeit a 
sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

SEc. 4. And in order to prevent insults to the authority of the laws, 
whereby the peace of the United States with foreign nations may be 
endangered, Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Presi
dent of the United States, either to permit or interdict at pleasure, the 
entrance of the harbors and waters under the jurisdiction of the United 
States to all armed vessels belonging to any foreign nation, and by force 
to repel and move them from the same, except when they shall be forced 
in by distress, by the dangers of the sea, by being pursued by an enemy, 
or when charged with dispatches or bnsiness from the government to 
which they belong; in which cases, as well as in all others when they 
shall be permitted to enter, the commanding officer shall immediately 
report his vessel to the collector of the district, stating the object or causes 
of his entering the harbor or waters, shall take such position therein, as 
shall be assigned him by such collector, and shall conform himself, his 
vessel and crew, to such regulations respecting health, repairs, supplies, 
stay, intercourse and departure, as shall be signified to him by the said 
collector, under the authority and directions of the President of the 
United States, and not conforming thereto, shall be required to depart 
from the United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlicr enacted, That whensoever any armed vessel 
of a foreign nation entering the harbors or waters within the jurisdiction 
of the United States, and required to depart therefrom, shall fail so to 
do, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, or such 
other person as he shall have empowered for that purpose, to employ 
such part of the land and naval forces of the United States, or the militia 
thereof, as he shall deem necessary to compel the said armed vessel to 
depart; or if he shall think it proper, it shall be lawful for him to forbid, 
by proclamation, all intercourse with such vessel, and with every armed 
vessel of the same nation, and the officers and crew thereof;_ to prohibit 
all supplies and aid from being furnished them, and also to mstruct the 
collector of the district where such armed vessel shall be, and of any 
and of every other district of the United States, to refuse permission to 
any vessel belonging to the same nation, or to its citizens or subjec_ts, ~o 
make entry or unlade, so long as the said ar~ed vessel shall remam !n 
the harbors or waters of the United States, m defiance of the public 
authority. And if after the publication of said proclamation, and due 
notice thereof, any person shall afford any aid to such armed vessel, or 
to any other, contrary to the prohibition contained in the said proclama
tion, either in repairing the said vessel, or in furnishing her, her office:s 
or crew with supplies of any kind, or in any manner whatsoever, or 1f 
any pilot shall assist in navigating the said arm?d vessel, or _any other, 
contrary to the prohibition contained in the said proclamat10n, unless 
it be for the purpose of carrying the armed vessel requir?d to depart, as 
aforesaid bevond the limits and 3'urisdiction of the Umted States, the 
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person or persons so offending, shall forf~it and pay a sum not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, and shall also be liable to be bound to their good 
behaviour. 

SEc. 6. And be it jurtlur enacted, That whensoever any officer of an 
armed vessel commissioned by any foreign power, shall on the high seas 
commit any trespass or tort, or any spoliation on board any vessel of the 
United States, or any unlawful interruption or vexation of trading vessels 
actually coming to or going from the United States, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, on satisfactory proof of the facts, 
by proclamation to interdict the entrance of the said officer, and of any 
armed vessel by him commanded within the limits of the United States, 
and if at any time after such proclamation made, he shall be found within 
the limits of the United States, he shall be liable therefor to be arrested, 
indicted and punished by fine and imprisonment, in any court in the 
United States.having competent jurisdiction, and it shall be a part of the 
sentence that he shall within such time after the payment of his fine and 
the expiration. of his term of imprisonment, as the court shall direct, 
leave the United States, neYer to return. And if he shall return within 
the limits of the United States, after the passing of such sentence, or be 
found therein after the period limited by the court as aforesaid, he shall 
again be liaLle to be indicted, fined and imprisoned at the discretion of 
the court: .Provided always, that if the said officer shall also have com
mitted any other offence made punishable by this act, he shall be liable 
to prosecution and punishment; the provisions of this section to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 7. And be itfurtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized and required to give, as soon 
as may be, after the passage of this act, to the collectors of the respect
ive districts, and to such other persons as he may think proper, the 
necessary instructions for carrying this act into effect, particularly mark
ing out the line of conduct to be observed by the marshal, and the 
several collectors in performing the duties enjoined by this act. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any person shall be sued 
for any thing done in pursuance of, or in obedience to this act, he may 
plead the general issue and give this act in evidence, any Jaw, custom or 
usage to the contrary, notwithstanding. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtltci· enacted, That this act shail continue in 
force for the term of two years, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XLII.-Jln Jlct to regulate the clearance ef armed mercltant vessels. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after due notice of this 
act at the several custom-houses, no vessel owned in whole, or in part, 
by any citizen or citizens of the United States, or by any person or 
persons residing within the same, or the territories thereof, and armed, 
or provided with the means of being armed at se.a, shall receive a clear
ance, or be permitted to leave the port where she may be so armed, or 
provided, for any island in the West Indies, or for any port or place 
situated on the continent of America, between Cayenne and the south
ern boundary of Louisiana, without bond with two sufficient sureties 
being given by the owner or owners, agent or agents, together with the 
master or commander, to the use of the United States, in a sum equal 
to double the value of said vessel, her arms, ammunition, tackle, apparel 
and furniture, conditioned that such arms and ammunition shall not be 
used for any unlawful purposes, but merely for resistance and defence, 
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in case of involuntary hostility ; and that the guns, arms and ammuni
tion of such vessel shall be returned within the United States, or other
wise accounted for, and shall not be sold or disposed of in any port or 
place in the West Indies; which bond may be sued for, and recovered 
with costs of suit, in the name and for the use of the United States, in 
any court competent to try the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That no armed merchant vessel 
or vessel prepared for armament, owned as aforesaid, shall receive a 
clearance, or be permitted to depart from any port in the United States, 
for any port or place, other than those described in the first section of 
this act, unless the owner or owners, agent or agents, and the com
mander of such vessel shall make oath that such vessel is not bound, or 
intended to prnc~ed to any island in the West Indies, or any port or 
place on the continent between Cayenne and the southern boundary of 
Louisiana, nor on the continent of America between Cayenne and the 
southern boundary of Louisiana, and also unless a bond be given by the 
owner or owners, agent or agents, and commander, in a sum equal to 
double the value of such vessel, her arms, tackle, apparel and furniture, 
to the use of the United States, conditioned that such vessel shall not 
proceed to any island in the 1V est Indies, or port on the continent as 
aforesaid, unless compelled thereto by unavoidable accident; and if so 
compelled, that no part of the cargo of such vessel sha.11 be sold except 
so much thereof as may be absolutely necessary to defray the expenses 
necessary to enable such vessel to proceed on her intended voyage. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtltcr enacted, That if any armed ve:;sel, as afore
said, shall proceed to sea without a clearance, contrary to the provision 
of this act, &uch vessel, with her arms, ammunition, tackle, apparel and 
furniture, shall be forfeited to the use of the United States, aml be liable 
to be seized, prosecuted and condemned; or the value thereof may be 
sued for, and recovered with costs of suit, of the owner or owners of 
such vessel, in any court of competent jurisdiction: and the collector 
within whose district such forfeiture shall accrue, is hereby enjoined to 
cause prosecutions for the same to be commenced without delay, and 
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SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be 
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APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XLIII.-An Act supplementary to the act intituled "A~ act making p,·o
vision for the disposal rf the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for ot!ter 
purposes." (a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
Staffs of America in Congress assembled, That the lands lately purchased 

STATUTF. II. 

March 3, 1805. 

Act of March, 
26, 1804, ch. 35. 
Act of April 27, 
1816, ch.118. 

(a) Public lands in Indiana :- . . . . 
An act for granting lands to the inhabitants and settler~ at Vmcennes,_ and the Illmois country m the 

territory northwest of the Ohio, and for confirmmg them m !heir possessions, March 3, 1791, ch. 27. 
An act making provision for the disposal of the public land m the Indiana terntory, and for other pur-

poses, March 26, 1804, chap. 35. . . • A ·1 15 
An act to suspend the sale of certain lands in the state of Ohio, and the Indiana terntory, pn •, 

1806, chap. 28. . . M h 3 1807 
An act confirming claims to lands in the district of Vmcennes, and for other purposes, , arc , , 

chap. 47. . . . h A -·1 30 
An act providing for the sale of certain lands m the Indiana territory, and for ot er purposes, pu , 

1810, chap. 35. P h b d ft t 
An act c<mfirming the titles of certain purchasers of lands who purchased irom t e oar o rus ees 

of the Vincennes University, April 27, 1816, chap. 118.. . . . . 
An act providing for the sale of certain ]ands in the d1stnct of Marietta, and for the location of claims 

and sale of certain lands in the district of Vmcennes, March 18, 1818, chap. 17, . . 
An act to designate the boundaries of the districts, and establish land-offices for the disposal of public 

lands not heretofore offered for sale in the states of Ohio and Indiana, M'.'rch 3, 1819, t":r ~O. . th 
An act to designate the boundaries of a land distnct, and for the establishment of a an -o ice m e 

etate of Indiana, May S, 1822, chap. 12/l. 
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from the Indian tribes of the Wabash, and lying between the rivers 
Wabash and Ohio, and the road leading from the falls of the river Ohio to 
Vincennes, shall be attached to, and made a part of the district of Vin
cennes, and be offered for sale at that place, under the same regulations, 
at the same price, and on the sarpe terms as other lands lyi11g within 
the said district. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That such and so many of the 
tracts of land lying north and west of the Indian boundary, established 
by the treaty of Greenville, which were ceded by that treaty to the United 
States, as the President of the United States shall direct, shall be sur
veyed and subdivided in the same manner as the other public lands of 
the United States, and shall be offered for sale at Detroit, or at such of 
the other land-offices established by law in the state of Ohio, or in the 
Indiana territory, as the President of the United States shall judge most 
expedient, under the same regulations, at the same price, and on the 
same terms, as other lands lying within the same district. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much of the tract of land 
lately purchased from the Indian tribes known by the name of Sacs and 
Foxes, as the President of the United States shall think expedient and shall 
direct, shall be attached to and made a part of the district of Kaskaskias, 
and shall be offered for sale at that place, under the same regulations, at 
the same price, and on the same terms, as other lands lying within the 
said district. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the lands lying within the 
districts of Vincennes, Kaskaskias and Detroit which are claimed by 
virtue of French or British grants, legally and folly executed, or by vir
tue of grants issued under the authority of any former act of Congress, 
by either of the governors of the Northwest or Indiana territories, and 
which had already been surveyed by a person authorized to execute such 
surveys, shall, whenever it shall be found necessary to re-survey the same 
for the purpose of ascertaining the adjacent vacant lands, be surveyed 
at the expense of the United States; any act to the contrary notwith
standing. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That persons claiming lands in 
either of the said three districts, either under legal grants derived from 
the French or British governments, or by virtue of actual possession and 
improvement, or for any other account whatever, may until the first day 
of November next, give notice in writing to the register of the land
office of their claims, and have the evidence of the same recorded, in 
the manner and on payment of the fees provided by the act to which 
this act is a supplement; and the right of any person neglecting to give 
such notice in writing of his claim, and to have the evidence of the same 
recorded, shall become void and forever be barred. 

The commissioners appointed for the purpose of examining the claims 
of persons claiming lands in the said three districts, shall, in their re
spective districts, have the same powers, and perform the same duties 
in relation to the claims thus filed, as if notice of the same had been 
given before the first day of January last; aud as was provided by the 
act to which this act is a supplement, in relation to the claims therein 
described. It shall be the duty likewise of the clerk of each board to 
prepare two transcripts of all the decisions made by the said commis
sioners in favour of the claimants, and to transmit one to the surveyor
general and one to the Secretary of the Treasury. It shall also be the 
duty of the said commissioners, respectively, to make to the Secretary 

An act to authorize the President of the United States to cause the public surveys to be connected with 
the line of demarcation between the states of Indian:t and Illinois, March 2, 1833, chap. 89. 

An act to authorize the states of Indiana and Illinois, to select certain quantities of land in lie•1 of like 
quantities heretofore granted to the said states, for the construction of the Wabash anil Erie, and Illinois 
nnd Michi(!an canals, Ang:ust 29, 1842, chap, 2n2.-See Vol. i. 464, 465. Act of \larch 3, 1845, ch. 42. 
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of the Treasury a report of all the claims filed with the register of the 
!and-office, which they may have rejected, together with the substance 
of the evidence adduced in support thereof, and such remarks thereon 
as they may think proper; and they shall in relation to any such rejected 
claims which were founded on possession and actual settlement and im
provement, particularly state the date of the improvement and the quan
tity, situation and boundaries of the land claimed. Those reports, to
gether with the transcripts of the decisions of the commissioners, in 
favour of claimants, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before 
Congress at their next session; and the lands, the claims to which shall 
have been affirmed by the commissioners, as well as those, the claims to 
which, though rejected by the commissioners, were derived from actual 
possession, improvement and settlement, shall not be otherwise disposed 
of until the decision of Congress thereupon shall have been made. Each 
of the said commissioners, and each of the clerks of the respective 
boards, shall be allowed an additional compensation of five hundred dol
lars, in full for his services as such in relation to such claims; and each 
of the registers of the land-offices for the said three districts, shall be 
allowed a further sum of five hundred dollars, as a compensation in full 
for translating and recording, or causing to be translated and recorded, 
grants, deeds or other evidences of claims in the French language. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the governor of the Michigan 
territory shall act as one of the superintendents of the sales of public 
lands at Detroit, in lieu of the governor of the Indiana territory.(a) 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlter enacted, That all the sections heretofore re
served for the future disposition of Congress, and lying within either of 
the districts established for the disposal of public lands in the state of 
Ohio, with the exception of the section No. 16, of the Salt Springs, and 
lands reserved for the use of the same, and of the other sections or tracts 
of land otherwise heretofore specially appropriated, shall be offered for 
sale in that district within which such reserved sections may lie, on the 
same terms, and under the same regulations, as other lands in the same 
district: Provided, that such sections shall previously be offered to the 
highest bidder at public sales, to be held under the superintendence of 
the register and receiver of the land-offices, respectively, to which they 
are attached, on the same terms as has been provided for the public 
sales of the other public lands of the United States, and on such day or 
days as shall by a public proclamation of the President of the United 
States be designated for that purpose: And provided also, that no such 
heretofore reserved section shall be sold either at publio or private sale 
for Jess than eight dollars per acre. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the expenses which may be 
incurred by virtue of this act, shall be defrayed out of the sums which 
have been or may hereafter be appropriated for defraying the expenses 
incident to the surveying and disposal of the public lands of the United 
States, in the Mississippi and Indiana territories. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP, XLI V.-.Jln .!let in addition to ".lln act to make provision for persons that 
have been disabled by known wounds received in the actual service ef the United 
States, during the revolutionary war." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, Th~~ the provisions contained 
in the first section of "An act to make prov1s1on for persons that have 
been disabled by known wounds, received in the actual service of the 
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United States, during the revolutionary war," passed the third day of 
March one thousand eight hundred and three, are hereby extended to 
all tho~e persons in the service of the Unit~d St~tes, who, in co_nsequence 
of their disability by known wound~, rece1v~d _rn actual serv1_ce during 
the revolutionary war, resigned their comm1ss10ns, or took discharges; 
or who after incurring their disability, were taken captive by the enemy, 
and re:Uained either in captivity or on parole, ~ntil ~he close of the war; 
or who, in consequence of known wounds received 111 the actual service 
of the United States, have at any period since, become and continued 
disabled, in such manner as to render them unable to procure a subsist
ence by manual labour: Provided, _that every per_son of the_ several de
scriptions herein mentioned, applymg for a pens10n, shall rn all other 
respects conform to the requirements of the act to which this is an addi
tion. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

CHAP. XL VII.-.8n .!let to provide for the accommodation of the President of the 
United Stales. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States he, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be sold such 
part of the furniture and equipage belonging to his household, as may be 
decayed and out of repair; and that the sum of fourteen thousand dol
lars, together with the proceeds of such sales, be appropriated for the 
accommodation of the household of the President of the United States, 
to be laid out at his discretion, and under his direction. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
I. RESOLUTION expressive ef tl,e sense ef Congress ef the gallant conduct of Cap

tain Stephen Decatur, the qfficers and crew <f the United States ketch Intrepid, 
in attacking,fo the harbor rf Tripoli, and destroying a Tripoli/an frigate if 

forty/our guns. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States <1f America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to present, in the name of Congress, to Cap
tain Stephen Decatur, a sword, and to each of the officers and crew of 
the United States ketch Intrepid, two months pay, as a testimony of the 
high sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry, good conduct and 
services of Captain Decatur, the officers and crew of the said ketch, in 
attacking, in the harbor of Tripoli, and destroying a Tripolitan frigate 
of forty-four guns. 

APPROVED, November 27, 1804. 

March 3, 1805. II. RESOLUTIONS exp,·essfre ef the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of Com• 
modore Edward Preble, lite qffice,·s, seamen and marines of his squadron. 
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Resolved by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress 
be, and the same are hereby presented to Commodore Edward Preble, 
and through him to the officers, petty officers, seamen and marines at
tached to the Equadron under his command, for their gallantry and good 
conduct, displayed in the several attacks on the town, batteries and 
naval force of Tripoli, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to 
cause a gold medal to be struck, emhlematical of the attacks on the 
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town, batteries and naval force of Tripoli, by the squadron under Com
modore Preble's command, and to present it to Commodore Preble, in 
such manner as in his opinion will be most honourable to him. And 
that the President be further requested to cause a sword to be presented 
to each of the commissioned officers and midshipmen who have distin
guished themselves in the several attacks. 

Resolved, That one month's pay be allowed exclusively of the com
mon allowance to all the petty officers, seamen and marines of the 
squadron, who so gloriously supported the honour of the American flag, 
under the orders of their gallant commander in the several attacks. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be also requested 
to communicate to the parents or other near relatives of Captain Richard 
Somers, lieutenants Henry Wadsworth, James Decatur, James R. Cald
well, Joseph Israel, and midshipman John Sword Dorsey, the deep re
gret which Congress feel for the loss of those gallant men, whose names 
ought to live in the recollection and affection of a grateful country, and 
whose conduct ought to be regarded as an example to future genera
tions. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1805. 
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ACTS OF THE NINTH CONGRESS 
OF THE 

UNITED ST A TES, 

Passed at the first session, whicli was begun and held at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the second day 
of December, 1805, and ended on the twenty-ji-rst day of April, 1806. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of 
the United States and President of the Senate; SAMUEL SMITH, Pre
sident of the Senate pro tempore, on the 11th of December, 1805, and 
from the 28th of March, 1806; NATHANIEL MACON, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER 1.-An Act making an additional appropriation for the Naval service, 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and jive. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the sum 
heretofore appropriated for that object, the sum of two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated towards 
defraying the expenses of the navy of the United States, during the year 
one thousand eight hundred and five. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sum shall be 
paid, first, out of the monies accruing at the end of the year one thou
sand eight hundred and five, from the duties laid by the act, passed on 
the twenty-fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, 
intituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the 
United States against the Barbary powers;" and secondly, out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, December 11, 1S05. 

CHAP. II.-An Act supplementary to the "Act making provision for the payment 
ef claims of citizens ef the United Stales on the g/JVernment qf France, the pay
ment of which has been assumed by the United States, by virtue qf the convention 
ef the thirtieth day ef .!Jpril, one thousand eight hundred and three, between the 
United States and the French Republic," 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the balance of the ap
propriation of three millions seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
made by the act to which this is a supplement, which may remain un
expended on the thirty-first of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and fo·e, shall not be carried to the credit of the surplus fund, but shall 
remain appropriated to the same purpose for which it was originally 
appropriated, any act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, December 31, 1805. 
348 
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CHAP. lll.-An.Bd maki-ngan additional appropriation to supply the deficiency in 
the appropriation for the naval service, during the year one tlwusand eight hun• 
dred and five. 

Be it. enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for supplying the defici
ency in the appropriation for the naval service, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and five, the further sum of three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not other
wise appropriated, be, and the same hereby is appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 22, 1806. 

C°HAP. lV.-.Rn .B.ct to provi"defor Lighthouses in Lmg Island sound; and to 
declare Roxbury, in the state rf Massachusetts, to be a port if delivery. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he hereby is authorized and required, to cause two 
good and sufficient lighthouses to be erected in Long Island sound, one 
to be placed on Watch Hill Point, in the town of Westerly, and state of 
Rhode Island, and the other on Sands's or Watch Point, in the town of 
Northampsted, on· Long Island, in the state of New York, and to ap
point the keepers of the said lighthouses, (under the direction of the 
President of the United States,) and otherwise provide for such light
houses, at the expense of the United States: Provided, that sufficient 
land, for the accommodation of such lighthouses, can be obtained, at a 
reasonable price, and the legislatures of Rhode Island and New York 
shall cede the jurisdiction over the same to the United States. And a 
sum not exceeding six thousand dollars, is hereby appropriated for the 
purpose of defraying the expense of erecting the said lighthouses, to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And lie it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause the said lighthouses so to be con
structed, that their lights, on being discovered, may with certainty be 
distinguished from those of all other lighthouses, heretofore erected in 
their neighbourhood. 

Sii;c. 3. And be it further enacted, That the town or landing place of 
Roxbury, in the state of Massachusetts, shall be a port of delivery, to be 
annexed' to the district of Boston and Charlestown, and shall be .subject 
to the same regulations and restrictions, as other ports of delivery in the 
United States. 

APPROVED, January 22, 1806; 

CHAP, V,-.8.n .B.ct making provision for defraying any extraordinary expenses 
attending the intercourse between the United States and foreign nations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of {lie United 
States of America in Congress assembled; That a sum of two millions of 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated towards defraying any 
extraordinary expem;es which may be incurred in the intercourse be
tween. the United States and foreign nationll, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasur,y, not otJierwise appropriated, and to be applied 
under the directi()n of ilie fresident of the United St.ues, who shall 
cau.se an ~ount. thereof to be la\d berore C<;>ngress as soon as may be. 

SEP- 2. And be it furthe;r enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and, hereby i& autboii~d,. if n;ecessa1ty, t.o borrow the said sum, 
or any part thereof, i1a1 behalf of ~· United $1,ates, at a rate of_ intere&i 
not exceeding six per centum, per annum, retleem11-ble at the v,nll of the 
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Congress of the United States. And it shall be lawful for the Bank of 
the United States to lend the whole, or any part of the same. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much as may be necessary 
of the surplus of the duties on imports and tonnage, beyond the per
manent appropriation heretofore charged upon them, by law, shall be, 
and hereby is pledged and appr~priated for the paym~nt of the interest, 
and reimbursement of the pnnc1pal, of all such momes as may be bor
rowed in pursuance of this act, according to the terms and conditions 
on which the loan or loans may be effected. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1806. 

CHAP. Yl.-.9n Act making a further appropriation for the support ef a Librar!J. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the unex
pended balance of the former appropriation made to purchase books for 
the use of Congress, which is hereby revived and continued, there shall 
be approp'riated the sum of one thousand dollars yearly, for the term of 
five years; to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, and expended under the direction of a joint committee, to 
consist of three members of the Senate, and three members of the House 
of Representatives, to be appointed every session of Congress, during 
the continuance of this appropriation. 

APPROVED, February 21, 1806. 

CHAP. VII.-.On .B.ct to i·epeal in part, the fourth section ef an act, intituled "..i.n 
act to authorize a grant ,f lands to the French inhabitants ef Galliapolis, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives efthe United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the fourth 
section of an act, intituled "An act to authorize a grant of lands to the 
French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for other pm;poses therein men
tioned," as imposes the condition of an actual settlement on the satd 
inhabitants, or any of them, their heirs or assigns, be, and the same is 
hereby repealed. And in every case where a patent has issued, in con
formity with the said fourth section, to any of the inhabitants aforesaid, 
their heirs or assigns, the conditions aforesaid, inserted in any such 
patent, shall be considered null and void; and the fee simple be vested 
to all intents and purposes, in the person to whom such patent has been 
issued, his or her heirs or assigns. 

APPROVED, February 21, 1806. 

CHAP. YIII.-.9n .Oct for the relief nf the Governor, Secretary, and Judges ef the 
late territor!I of the United States, northwest ef the river Ohio. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the proper accounting 
officers of the treasury be, and they hereby are authorized and directed 
to settle, at the rate of compensation heretofore established, the accounts 
of the governor, secretary and judges of the late territory of the United 
States, northwest of the river Ohio, for their services while acting in 
those capacities, respectively, at any time between the twenty-ninth day 
of November, one thousand eight hundred and two, and the first Tues. 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three. 

APPROVED, February 21, 1806. 
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CHAP, IX.-Jln .11.ct to suspend the commercial intercourse between tl,e United 
Stales, and certain parts ef the island rf St. Domingo.(a) 

Be it enacted_ by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America m Congress a.ssembled, That all commercial inter
course between any person or persons resident within the United States 
and any person or persons resident within any part of the island of St'. 
Domingo, not in possessi?n, and under .tl~e acknowledged government 
of France, shall be, and 1s hereby proh1b1ted; and any ship or vessel, 
owned, hired. or employed, wholly or in. _part, by any person or persons 
resident w1thm the Umted States, and sa1lmg from any port of the United 
St~tes, after due noti?e of this act at the custom-houses, respectively, 
which ~ontrary to the mtent hereof, shall be voluntarily carried; or shall 
be destmed to proceed, whether directly, or from any intermediate port 
or place, to any port or place within the island of St. Domingo and not 
in possession, and 1:1nder the acknowledged government of Fra~ce; and 
also any cargo which shall be found on board of such ship or vessel, 
when detected and interrupted in such unlawful purpose, or at her 
return from such voyage, to the United States, shall be wholly" forfeited, 
and may be seized and condemned in any court of the United States 
having competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That after due notice of this act 
at the several custom-houses, no ship or vessel whatever shall receive a 
clearance for any port or place within the island of St. Domingo, and 
not in the actual possession of France: nor shall any clearance be 
granted for a foreign voyage to any ship or vessel, owned, hired, or em
ployed, wholly or in part, by any person or persons, resident within the 
United States, until the owner or the employer for the voyage, or his 
factor or agent, with the master, shall give bond to the United States, 
in a sum equal to the value of the vessel and of her cargo, with condi
tion that the ship or vessel, for which a clearance shall be required, is 
destined to some port or place without the limits of such part of the 
island of St. Domingo, as shall not be in the actual possession, and 
under the acknowledged government of France, and during the intended 
voyage shall not be voluntarily carried, or permitted to proceed, whether 
directly or from any intermediate port or place, to any port or place 
within such part of the island of St. Domingo, as shall not be in the 
actual possession, and under the acknowledged government of France; 
and in case of being forced by any casualty into any port or place hereby 
interdicted, shall not, at any such port or place, voluntarily sell, deliver, 
or unlade any part of such cargo, except so much as may be absolutely 
necessary to defray the expenses requisite .to enable such vessel to pro
ceed on her intended voyage; and generally, that such ship or vessel, 
whilst on such voyage, shall not be employed in any traffic or commerce, 
with or for any person resident within any part of the island of St. 
Domingo, not in the actual possession, and under the acknowledged 
government of France. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred by force of this act, and which may be recovered, shall be dis
tributed and accounted for, in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled 
"An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage," 
passed the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred .and 
ninety-nine, and may be mitigated or remitted in the manner prescnbed 
by the act, intituled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting t~e 
forfeitures, penalties and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein 
mentioned;" passed the third of March, one thousand seven hundred 
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(a) This act was continued in force until the next session of Congress after February 24, 1807, Act 
of :February 24, 1807, chap. 17. 
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and ninety-seven, and made perpetual by an act passed the eleventh of 
February, one thousand eight hundred. . . 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall contmue and 
be in force for one year, and no longer. . 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That at any time after the pass
ing of this act, it shall be ~awful for the ~residen_t of the_ United States, 
if he shall deem it expedient and consistent with the mterests of the 
United States, by his order, to remit ~nd discontinue the restraints and 
prohibitions on the commerce aforesaid. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1806. 

CHAP. X.-An .fl.ct authorizing the sale of a tract of land, in the town aJ Cincin
nati, and state aJ Ohio. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, . That for the disposal of a 
certain tract or lot of land, belonging to the United States, in the town 
of Cincinnati, on the Ohio, being the same on which Fort Washington 
was erected, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause the said tract to 
be surveyed and laid off into town lots, streets and avenues, in such 
manner, and of such dimensions as he may judge proper, conforming 
as near as may be to the original plan of the town; when the survey is 
completed, a plat thereof shall be returned to the surveyor-general, on 
which the lots shall be denominated by progressive numbers, who shall 
therefro°' cause two copies to be made, one to be transmitted to the 
Se<:retary of the Treasury, and the other to the register of the land
office at Cincinnati: on the receipt of which plat, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall cause the said town lots to be offered to the highest 
bidder at public sale, to be held at Cincinnati, under the superintendence 
of the register and receiver of the land-office in the district of Cincin
nati, on the same terms and conditions as have been provided for the 
public sale of the public lands of the United States. Six weeks' notice 
shall be given of the day of sale, in at least two newspapers published 
in the state of Ohio. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1806. 

CHAP, XI.-An Act extending the powers aJ the Surveyor-general to the territory 
aJ Louisiana ; and for other purposes, 

l3e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the powers vested by I aw 
in the surveyor-general, shall extend over all the public lands of the 
United States, in the territory of Louisiana, to which the Indian title 
has been or hereafter shall be extinguished. It shall be the duty of the 
said surveyor-general to appoint a sufficient number of skilful surveyors, 
as his deputies, in the said territory, one of whom he shall, with the 
approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury, designate as his principal 
deputy for the same.(a) Which said deputies shall severally take an 
oath, or affirmation, truly and faithfully to discharge the duties of their 
respective offices. The said principal deputy shall reside and keep an 
office in the said territory, and shall, under the superintendence of the 
surveyor-general, execute or cause to be executed by the other deputies, 
such surveys as may hereafter be ,authorized by law, or as he may be 
directed to execute by the commissioners appointed for the purpose of 
ascertaining the titles and claims to land within the territory aforesaid; 
and shall generally perform therein, in conformity with the regulations 

(a) By the Bd section of the act of April 29, 1816, chap, 51, so much of the act of February 28, 1806, 
as provides for the appoiutment of a principal deputy as is inconsistent with the "&.ct of 1816, is repealed., 
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nnd instructions of the said surveyor-general, the duties imposed by law 
on the said surveyor-general. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the plots of surveys, and 
all other papers and documents pertaining, or which did pertain to the 
office of surveyor-general, under the Spanish government, within the 
limits of the territory aforesaid, or to any other office heretofore estab
lished or authorized, for the purpose of executing or recording surveys 
of lands within the said limits, shall be delivered to the principal deputy 
aforesaid; and no plot of survey shall be admitted as evidence, in any 
court of justice, unless certified by the said principal deputy, to be a 
true copy of the record in his office. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, intituled 
"An act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to land 
within the territory of Orleans and the district of Louisiana," as makes 
it the duty of every claimant to lands, within the territory of Louisiana, 
to deliver to the recorder of land titles a plot of the tract or tracts, 
claimed by him, be, and the same is hereby repealed, so far as relates to 
claimants whose tracts had not been surveyed by the proper officer, 
under the Spanish government, prior to the twentieth day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and three. And the commissioners ap
pointed for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands, within either the 
territory of Louisiana, or that of Orleans, are hereby authorized to 
direct the officer exercising the powers of surveyor-general, within the 
same, to execute such surveys as they may think necessary, for the pur
pose of deciding on claims presented for their decision: Provided, that 
the expense of executing such surveys shall be defrayed by the parties 
claiming the land, unless the same be claimed by a legal French or 
Spanish grant., made and completed before the first day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred: Anrl provirlcrl also, and it is hereby further 
enacted, that every such survey, as well as every other survey, hy what
ever authority heretofore executed, those of the ,above-mentioned legal 
and complete titles only excepted, shall be held and considered as private 
surveys only; and all the tracts of land, the titles to which may be ulti
mately confirmed by Congress, in conformity with the provisions of the 
act above mentioned, shall, prior to the issuing of patents, be re-surveyed, 
if judged necessary, under the authority of the person exercising the 
powers of surveyor-general, and at the expense of the parties. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor-general shall 
fix the compensation of the deputy surveyors, chain carriers, and axe 
men, in the territory of Loui8iana: Provided, that the whole expense 
of surveying and marking the lines, whether paid by the United States, 
or by individuals, shall not exceed three dollars per mile, for every mile 
that shall be actually run, or surveyed and marked. Aud the principal 
deputy aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive from individuals the follow
ing fees, that is to say: for examining and recording the surveys exe
cuted by any of the deputies, at the rate of twenty-five cents for every 
mile of the boundary line of such survey, and for a certified copy of any 
plot of a survey in his office, twenty-five cents. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1806. 

CHAP. XII.-An .!let declari'.ng the consent of Omgress to an act rf the state rf 
Pennsylvania, intituled ".Jln a,ct to empower the board rf wardens, for tlie port 
,f Philadelphia, to collect a certain duty on tonnage, for the purposes therein 
mentioned." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the con~ent of Congress 
be, and it is hereby granted and declared to the operation of ~n ~ct of 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, passed on the first day of April, m the 
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duty on ton- year one thousand eight hundred and five, intituled " An act to em
nage. power the board of wardens, for the port of Philadelphia, to collect a 

certain duty on tonnage, for the purposes therein mentioned," so far as 
to enable the state of Pennsylvania to collect a duty of four cents per 
ton, on all vessels which shall clear out from the port of Philadelphia for 
any foreign port or place whatever, to be expended in building piers iu, 
and otherwise improving the navigation of the river Delaware, agree
ably to the intentions of the said act. 

STATUTE I. 

Feb. 28, 1806. 
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tho court. chang
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Jurisdiction 
given to certain 
state courts in 
cases of forfeit
ures and penal
ties under the 
revenue laws of 
the U.S. 
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APPROVED, Feb. 28, 1806. 

CHAP. XIII.-.Rn .Bet for altering tlte time for holding thr circuit crmrl, in /h,e 
district if North Carolina; and for abolishing the July term ,j' the Kentttcky 
district court. 

Be it e.nacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the June term of the cir
cuit court now holden for the district of North Carolina, on the fif
teenth day of June, shall commence and be holden on the twentieth day 
of the same month, any thing contained in any former act or acts to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And that all actions, suits, process, pleadings, 
and other proceedings of what nature or kind soever, civil or criminal, 
commenced or to commence in the said court;- and all recognizances 
returnable to the said court on the fifteenth day of June, shall be con
tinued, returned to, and have day in the session to be holden by this act, 
and the same proceedings shall be had thereon as heretofore, and shall 
have all the effect, power, and virtue as if the alteration had never been 
made: Provided nevertheless, that when the twentieth day of June shall 
happen on Sunday, the next shall be the first juridical day. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of August next, so much of all and every act or acts, a$ directs that a 
district court, for the Kentucky district, shall be holden on the first 
Monday in July, in every year, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, Feb. 28, 1806. 

CHAP. XIV.-An .Bet to extend jurisdiction in certain cases to state judges and 
state courts.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the respective county 
courts within, or next adjoining the revenue districts herein after men
tioned, shall be and are hereby authorized to take cognizance of all 
complaints and prosecutions for fines, penalties, and forfeitures, arising 
under the revenue laws of the United States, in the districts of Cham
plain, Sacket Harbor, Oswego, Gennessee, Niagara, and Buffaloe Creek, 
in the state of New York, and in the district of Presque Isle, in the 
state of Pennsylvania, and the district attornies of New York and Penn
sylvania, respectively, are hereby authorized and directed to appoint, by 
warrant, an attorney as their substitute or deputy, respectively, to prose
cute for the United States in each of the said county courts, who shall 
be sworn or affirmed to the faithful execution of his duty, as prosecutor 
aforesaid: Provided, that this authority shall not be construed to extend 

(a) In the case of Prigg v. The Commonwealth of Pennsylva11ia, 16 Peters, 539, where the question 
presented to the court arose out of the proceedings of a magistrate of the commonwealth of Pennsyl va
nia, under the law of Pennsylvania which interfered with the provisions of the act of Congress relating 
to the arrest of fugitives from labour, (act of February 12, 1793, chap. 7,) the magistrate of the state, 
having refused to execute the provisions of that law, the Court said, "As to the authority conferred on 
state magistrates by the fugitive law, while a difference of opinion exists, and may exist, on this point, 
in different states, whether state magistrates are bound to act under it! none is entertained by the court 
that state magistrates may, if tbev choose, exercise the authority, unless prohibited by the state legis),1. 
tnre.s.'' l6 l'etn•, 6~2. • ' 
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jurisdiction to the county courts aforesaid, over any civil cause, which 
may arise in any of those revenue districts, for the collection of duties 
payable to the United States; or of bonds or securities given for the 
security and payment of duties to the United States. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the county courts aforesaid 
or the first judge of each of said courts, shall be, and hereby are furthe; 
authorized to exercise all and every power in the cases of a criminal 
nature, cognizable before them by virtue of the first section of this act, 
for the purpose of obtaining a mitigation or remission of any fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, which may be exercised by the judges of the dis
trict courts, in cases depending before them by virtue of the law of the 
United States, passed on the third of March, one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-seven, intituled " An act to provide for mitigating or 
remitting the forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities, accruing in certain 
cases therein mentioned." And in the exercise of the authority, by this 
section given to said county courts, or to the first judges thereof, they 
shall be governed in every respect by the regulations, restrictions and 
provisoes of the law of the United States, passed on the third of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, aforesaid; with 
this difference only, that instead of notifying the district attomies, 
respectively, said county courts, or the first judges thereof, as the case 
may be, shall, before exercising said authorities, cause reasonable notice 
to be given to the attorney who may have been appointed and sworn or 
affirmed to prosecute for the United States, in such court, that he may 
have an opportunity of showing cause against the mitigation or remis
sion of such fine, penalty, or forfeiture. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall remain in force 
during the term of one year, from its passage, and from thence to the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. (a) 

APPROVED, March 8, 1806. 

CHAP. XV.-.lln .II.ct declaring the town if Jersey, in the state if New Jersey, to 
be a port if delivery; and for erecting a Lighthouse. on TVood Island, or 
P!ctdter's neck, in the state if 1lfassachusetts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the town, or landing 
place of Jersey, in the state of New Jersey, shall be a port of delivery, 
to be annexed to the district of Perth Amboy, and shall be subject to 
the same regulations and restrictions as other ports of delivery in the 
United States. And there shall be appointed a surveyor to reside at 
the said port of delivery, who shall be entitled to receive, in addition to 
the other emoluments allowed by law, a salary of one hundred dollars, 
annually. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized and required, to cause a good 
and sufficient lighthouse to be erected on Wood island, or on Fletcher's 
neck, in the district of Maine, (selecting either place, as the President 
of the United States may deem most eligible) and to appoint a keeper, 
and otherwise provide for such lighthouse, at the expense of the United 
States: Provided, that sufficient land for the accom·modation of such 
lighthouse can be obtained at a reasonable price, and the legislatur~ of 
Massachusetts shall cede the jurisdiction over the same to the United 
States. And the sum of five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated 
for the erection of said lighthouse, to be paid out of any monies in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 8, 1806. 
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CHAP. XVL-.On .!let to incoi-porate the trustees rf the Presbyterian. congregation 
rf Georgetown. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the Uniter! 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Stephen B. Balch, Wil
liam Whann, James Melvin, John Maffit, John Peter, Joshua Dawson, 
James Calder, George Thompson, Richard Elliott, David Wiley, and 
Andrew Ross, and their successors, duly elected, or appointed, in man
ner herein after directed, be, and they are hereby made, declared, and 
constituted a corporation, and body politic in law, and in fact, to have 
continuance forever, by the name, style, and title of "The Trustees of 
the Presbyterian Congregation, in Georgetown." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and singular, the lands, 
tenements, rents, annuities, rights, privileges, goods, and chattels, here
tofore given, granted, devised, or bequeathed to the said congregation, 
or to any person or persons, for the use thereof, or that have been pur
chased for, or on account of the same, be, and are hereby vested in and 
confirmed to the said corporation : And further, that the said corpo
ration may purchase, take, receive, and enjoy, any lands, tenements, 
rents, annuities, rights or privileges, or any goods, chattels or other effects, 
of what kind or nature soever, which shall or may hereafter be given, 
granted, sold, bequeathed or devised, unto them by any person or per
sons, bodies politic, or corporate, capable of making such gift, grant, sale, 
or bequest; and the said property, real and personal, to rent, sell, con
vey and confirm, or otherwise dispose of, as fully and effectually as any 
person or persons, bodies politic, or corporate, may or can do: Pro
vided, that the clear annual income of all such property may not exceed 
the sum of three thousand dollars; that no part of the ground now 
appropriated, and inclosed for a graveyard, be disposed of for any other 
purpose; and that the aforesaid property, real and personal, be con
sidered as held in the trust, under the management, and at the disposal 
of said corporation, for the purpose of defraying the expenses incid~nt 
to their mode of religious worship; of enclosing and keeping in decent 
repair, their graveyards, and other lots, with the buildings thereon ; and 
of affording such relief to the poor, as their funds may from time to 
time allow, and for no other purpose. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation, by the 
name, style, and title aforesaid, be, and shall be hereafter, forever, able 
and capable in law, to sue, and to be sued, plead, and be pleaded, 
answer and be answered unto, defend, and be defended, in any court, 
or courts, or other places, and before any judge, or judges, justice or 
justices, or other person whatsoever, within the district of Columbia, or 
elsewhere, in all, and all manner of suits, actions, complaints, pleas, 
causes, matters, and demands, of whatsoever kind or nature they may 
be, in as full and effectual a manner, as any other person, or persons, 
bodies politic, or corporate, may or can do. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
have full power and authority, to make, have, and use a common seal, 
with such device and inscription, as they shall think proper, and the same 
to break, alter, and renew, at their pleasure; to appoint a treasurer, 
secretary, and such other officers, as they may deem necessary and pro
per; to assign them their duties, and fix their compensation, and to 
remove any, or all of them from office; appoint another, or others, in 
their place, as often as they shall think fit; to make, ordain, establish, 
and execute, such by-laws, and ordinances, of a secular nature, as may 
be deemed useful, for their own government, and the same to alter, 
amend, or abrogate, at pleasure; to fill up vacancies that may happen in 
their number, between two annual elections; and to determine upon, 
do and transact all business, and matters appertaining to the said cor-
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poration, and to the secular affairs of said congregation, agreeable to 
the rules, ordinances and by-laws thereof, during their continuance in 
office : Provided, that not less than five trustees be a quorum to do busi
ness; that no by-law, rule or ordinance shall be made, repugnant to the 
laws of this district. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be an annual 
meeting of the members belonging to said congregation, held on the 
first Tuesday of April, in every year hereafter, at the church or usual 
place of public worship, at which time and place the said members, or 
such of them as may be present, shall elect, and choose, by ballot, from 
their own number, nine trustees, to serve for the year ensuing their elec
tion, and until others shall be elected or appointed to serve in their place. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the trustees shall keep, or 
cause to be kept, in suitable books for the purpose, just and proper 
entries of all the proceedings and accounts of said congregation and 
corporation, and have them laid before the members, at every annual 
meeting, previous to taking the votes, and shall always deliver the said 
books, together with all the property of said congregation and corpora
tion, in good order to their successors in office, whenever required. 

APPROVED, March 28, 1806. 

CHAP. XVII.-.a'nJlct declaring the consent ef Congress to an act ef the state ef 
South Carolina, passed on the twenty-first d,ay ef December, in the year one thoti• 
sand eight hundred and four, so far as the same relates to authorizing the city 
council of Charleston to impose and collect a duty on the tonnage ef vessels from 
foreign ports. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House (!{ Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Congi·ess assembled, That the consent of Congress 
be, and it is hereby granted and declared to the operation of an act of 
the general assembly of the state of South Carolina, passed the twenty
first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun
dred and four, intituled "An act to authorize the city council of Charles
ton, with the consent of Congress, to impose and levy a duty on the 
tonnage of ships and vessels, for the purposes therein mentioned," so 
far as the same extends to authorizing the city council of Charleston to 
impose and levy a duty not exceeding six cents, per ton, on all ships and 
vessels of the United States, which shall arrive and be entered in the 
port of Charleston from any foreign port or place whatever. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the collector of Charleston 
is hereby authorized to collect the duty imposed by this act, and to pay 
the same to such persons as shall be authorized to receive the same by 
the city council of Charleston. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for three years, and from thence to the end of the next session of Con
gress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 28, 1806. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP, XIX.-.!ln ./l.ct to regulate the laying out and making a road from Oum- March 29,. 1806. 
berland, in the state if Maryland, to t!te state ef O!tio.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati1les of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, 'l'hat the President of the 

(a) The acts which have been passed relating to the "Cumberland road," are: 
An act to regulate the laying out and making a road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, to the 

state of Ohio, March 29, 1806, chap. 19. 
An act iu addition to the "act to regulate the laying out and making a road from Cumberland in the 

state of Ohio," March 3, 1811, chap. 45. 
An act in addition to the act to regulate the laying out and making a road from Cumberland in the state 

of Maryland, to the state of Ohio, May 6, 1812, chap. 78. 
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United States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, three discreet and disinterested 
citizens of the United States, to lay out a road from Cumberland, or a 
point on the northern bank .of the river Potomac in the state of Mary
land, between Cumb_erland an~ the _pl~c~ where the ma_in road leading 
from Gwinn's to Wmchester, m V1rg1ma, crosses the nver, to the state 
of Ohio: whose duty it shall be, as soon as may be, after their appoint
ment, to repair to Cumberland aforesaid, and view the ground, from the 
points on the river Potom~c he~ein before desig~ated, to the river_Ohio; 
and to lay out in such direction as they shall Judge, under all CITcum
stances, the most proper, a road from thence to the river Ohio, to strike 
the same at the most convenient place, between a point on its eastern 
bank, opposite to the northern boundary of Steubenville, in said state 
of Ohio, and the mouth of Grave creek, which empties into the said 
river, a little below Wheeling, in Virginia. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid road shall be 
laid out four rods in width, and designated on each side by a plain and 
distinguishable mark on a tree, or by the erection of a stake or monu
ment, sufficiently conspicuous, in every quarter of a mile of the distance, 
at least, where the road pursues a straight course so far or farther, and 
on each side, at every point where an angle occurs in its course. 

SEc. ·3_ And be it further enacted, That the commissioners shall, as 
soon as may be, after they have laid out said road, as aforesaid, present 
to the President an accurate plan of the same, with its several courses 
and distances, accompanied by a written report of their proceedings, 
describinO" the marks and monuments by which the road is designated, 
and the face of the country over which it passes, and pointing out the 
particular parts, which they shall judge require the most and immediate 
attention and amelioration ; and the probable expense of making the 
same passable in the most difficult parts, and through the whole distance: 
designating the state or states, through which said road has been laid 
out, and the length of the several parts which are laid out on new ground, 
as well as the length of those parts laid out on the road now travelled. 
Which report the President is hereby authorized to accept or reject, in 
the whole, or in part. If he accepts, he is hereby further authorized 
and requested to pursue such measures, as in his opinion shall be proper, 
to obtain consent for making the road, of the state or states, through 

An act in addition to the act to regulate the laying out a road from Cumberland in the state of Mary
land, to the state of Ohio, February 14, 1815, chap. 43. 

An act to authorize the appointment of commissioners to lay out the road therein mentioned, May 15, 
1820, chap. 122. 

An act for the preserrntion of the Cumberland road, March 2, 1827, chap. 44. 
An act for the construction of the Cumberland road, westwardly of Zanesville, March 2, 1829, chap. 

:o. 
An act for the continuation of the Cumberland road, March 2, 1829, chap. 31. 
An act for the preservation and repair of the Cumberland road, March 2, 1829, chap. 52. 
An act for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, March 

2, 1831, chap. 63. 
An act declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the general assembly of the state of Ohio, herein· 

after recited, March 2, 1831, chap. 97 .- [The act of the state of Ohio provides for the erection of toll 
gates, the appointment of toll gatherers and rates of toll on the part of the Cumberland road, which is 
in the state of Ohio.] 

An act declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the general assembly, hereinafter recited, March 
2, 1833, chap. 79.- [This act provides for the erection of toll gates, and the collection of tolls in that 
part of the road which passes through the state of Virginia.] 

An act for the continuation and repair of the Cumberland road, June 24, 1834, chap. 68.-[By the 4th 
s0<ation of this act the road is surrendered to the states respectively, through which it passes.] 

A.n act for the continuation and repair of the Cumberland road, in the states of Ohio, lndiana, and 
Illinois, March 3, 1835, chap. 29. 

An act amen~atory of the act for the continuation of the Cumberland road, March 3, 1835, chap. 30. 
An act for the continuation of .the Cumberland road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, July 

2, 1836, chap. 264. . 
An act to provide for the continuing the construction, and for the repairs of certain roads, and for 

other purposes, during the year 1837, March 3, 1837, chap. 44. 
An act making appropriations for the continuation of the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illi

nois, and for other purposes, May 25, 1838, chop. 84. 
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which the same has been laid out. Which consent being obtained, he 
is further' authorized to take prompt and effectual measures to cause said 
road to be made through the whole distance, or in any part or parts of 
the same as he shall judge most conducive to the public good, having 
reference to the sum appropriated for the purpose. 

SEc. 4. And be it furt!ter enacted, That all parts of the road which 
the President shall direct to be made, in case the trees are standing, 
shall be cleared the whole width of four rods; and the road shall be 
raised in the middle of the carriage way with stone, earth, or gravel and 
sand, or a combination of some or all of them, le:iving or making, as 
the case may be, a ditch or water-course on-each side, and contiguous 
to said carriage way: and in no instance shall there be an elevation in 
said road, when finished, greater than an angle of five degrees with tµe 
horizon. But the manner of making said road, in every other particular, 
is left to the direction of the President. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners shall each 
receive four dollars per day, while employed as aforesaid, in full for their 
compensation, including all expenses. An<l they are hereby authorized 
to employ one surveyor, two chainmen·, and one marker, for whose faith
fulness and accuracy, they, the said commissioners, shall be responsible, 
to attend them in laying out said road, who shall receive in full satisfac
tion for their wages, including all expenses, the surveyor three dollars 
per day, and each chainman and the marker, one dollar per day, while 
they shall be employed in said business; of which fact, a certificate 
signed by_ said commissioners shall be deemed sufficient evidence. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sum of thirty thoµsand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to defray the expense 
of laying out and making said road. And the President is hereby autho
rized to draw, from time to time, on the treasury, for such parts, or at 
any one time, for the whole of said sum, as he shall judge the service 
requires. Which sum of thirty thousand dollars, shall be paid, first, 
out of the fund of two per cent. reserved for laying out and qiaking 
roads to the st.ate of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of an act 
passed on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
two, intitulcd "An act to enable the people of the eastern division of 
the territory northwest of the river Ohio, to form a constitution and state 
government, and for the admission of such state into the Union, on an 
equal footing with the original states, and for other purposes." Three 
per cent. of the appropriation contained in said seventh section, being 
directed by a subsequent law, to the laying out, opening, and making 
roads within the said state of Ohio. And secondly, out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, chargeable upon, and reim
bursable at the treasury by said fund of two per cent. as the s!!,me shall 
accrue. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he is 
hereby requested, to cause to be laid before Congress, as s?on a~ con
venience will permit, after the commencement of e;tch $1:!~sion, a state
ment of the proceedino-s under this act, that Congres!! may be enabled 
to adopt such further "'measures, as may, from time to time, be proper, 
under existing circumstances. 

APPROVED, March 29, 1806. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XX.-,.On .D.ct for establishing Rules and .Ortic/es for the 15overnrnent ef the April 10, 1806 . 
.IJ.rmies of the Uriited States.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprtsentatives qf the United Armies of the 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and aft!lr the pass- U. S. to be go-

(a) The acts for establishing rules and articles for the gov~rnrnent 9f the army of the United States. 
An act for the better organization of the troops of the Umted States, and for other purposes, March 3, 

1799, repealed. 
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ing of this act, the following shall be the rules and articles by which the 
armies of the United States shall be governed: 

Article I. Every officer now in the army of the United States, shall, 
in six months from the passing of this act, and every officer who shall 
hereafter be appointed, shall, before he enters on the duties of his office, 
subscribe these rules and regulations. 

Article 2. It is earnestly recommended to all officers and soldiers, 
diligently to attend divine service; and all officers who shall behave 
indecently or irreverently at any place of divine worship, shall, if com
missioned officers, be brought before a general court martial, there to be 
publicly and severely reprimanded by the president; if non-commission
ed officers or soldiers, every person so offending shall, for his first 
offence, forfeit one sixtli of a dollar, to be deducted out of his next pay; 
for the second offence, he shall not only forfeit a like sum, but be con
fined twenty-four hours; and for every like offence, shall suffer and pay 
in like manner; which money, so forfeited, shall be applied by the cap
tain or senior officer of the troop or company, to the use of the sick 
soldiers of the company or troop to which the offender belongs. 

Article 3. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall use any 
profane oath or execration, shall incur the penalties expressed in the 
foregoing article; and a commissioned officer shall forfeit and pay for 
each and every such offence one dollar, to be applied as in the preceding 
article. 

Article 4. Every chaplain, commissioned in the army or armies of the 
United States, who shall absent himself from the duties assigned him 
( excepting in cases of sickness or leave of absence) shall, on conviction 
thereof before a court martial, be fined not exceeding one month's pay, 
besides the loss of his pay during his absence; or be discharged, as the 
said court martial shall judge proper. 

Article 5. Any officer or soldier, who shall use contemptuous or dis
respectful words against the President of the United States, against the 
Vice President thereof, against the Congress of the United States, or 
against the chief magistrate or legislature of any of the United States, 
in which he may be quartered, ifa commissioned officer, shall be cashier
ed, or otherwise punished, as a court martial shall direct; if a non
commissioned officer or soldier, he shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be inflicted on him by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article 6. Any officer or soldier who shall behave himself with con
tempt or disrespect towards his commanding officer, shall be punished 
according to the nature of his offence, by the judgment of a court mar
tial. 

Article 7. Any officer or soldier who shall begin, excite, cause or 
join in any mutiny or sedition in any troop or company in the service 
of the United States, or in any party, post, detachment, or guard, shall 
suffer death, or such other punishment as by a court martial shall be 
inflicted. 

Article 8. Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, who, being 
present at any mutiny or sedition, does not use his utmost endeavour to 
suppress the same, or coming to the knowledge of any intended mutiny, 
does not, without delay, give information thereof to his commanding 

An act fixing the military peace establishment of the United States, March 16, 1802 chap. 9. 
An act for establishing rules and articles for the government of the army of the U~ited States, April 

10, 1806, chap. 20. 
An act to reduce and fix the military peace establishment of the United States, March 2, 1821, chap. 

1~, section ~4. This section provides, "That the system of 'General regulations of the army,' com
piled by Ma.ior Genera~ Scott, shall be and the same is hereby approved and adopted for the government 
of the army of the United States, and of the militia when in the service of the United States." This 
section was repealed by the act of May 7, 1822, chap. 88. 

An act to alter and amend the sixty.fifth article of the first section of" An act establishing rules and 
articles for the government of the army of the United States," passed tenth April, 1806. May 29, 1830, 
chap. 179. 
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officer, shall be punished by the sentence of a court martial with death, 
or otherwise, according to the nature of his offence. 

Article 9. Any officer or soldier who shall strike his superior officer, 
or draw or lift up any weapon or offer any violence against him, being 
in the execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or shall dis
obey any lawful command of his superior officer, shall suffer death, 
or such other punishment as shall, according to the nature of his offence 
be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article 10. Every non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall enlist 
himself in the service of the United States, shall, at the time of his so 
enlisting, or within six days afterwards, have-the articles for the govern
ment of the armies of the United States, read to him, and shall, by the 
officer who enlisted him, or by the commanding officer of the troop or 
company into which he was enlisted, be taken before the next justice of 
the peace, or chief magistrate of any city or town corporate, not being 
an officer of the army, or where recourse cannot be had to the civil 
magistrate, before the judge advocate, and, in his presence, shall take 
the following oath, or a_ffirmation: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear, or affirm, 
( as the case may be) that I will bear true allegiance to the United States 
of America, and that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against 
all their enemies or opposers whatsoever, and observe and obey the 
orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the 
officers appointed over me, according to the rules and articles for the 
government of the armies of the United States:" which justice, magis
trate, or judge advocate, is to give the officer a certificate, signifying that 
the man enlisted did take the said oath or affirmation. 

Article 11. After a non-commissioned officer or soldier shall have 
been duly enlisted and sworn, he shall not be dismissed the service with
out a discharge in writing; and no discharge granted to him, shall be 
sufficient, which is not signed by a field officer of the regiment to which 
he belongs, or commanding officer where no field officer of the regiment 
is present; and no discharge shall be given to a non-commissioned 
officer, or soldier, before his term of service has expired, but by order 
of the President, the Secretary of War, the commanding officer of a 
department, or the sentence of a general court martial ; nor shall a com
missioned officer be discharged the service, but by order of the Presi
dent of the United States, or by sentence of a general court martial. 

Article 12. Every colonel, or other officer, commanding a regiment, 
troop or company, and actually quartered with it, may give forloughs to 
non-commissioned officers or soldiers, in such numbers, and for so long 
a time as he shall judge to be most consistent with the good of the ser
vice; and a captain, or other inferior officer, commanding a troop or 
company, or in any garrison, fort or barrack of the United States, (his 
field officer being _absent) may give furloughs to non-commissioned 
officers or soldiers, for a time not exceeding twenty days in six months, 
but not to more than two persons to be absent at the same time, except
ing some extraordinary occasion shall require it. 

Article 13. At every muster the commanding officer of each regiment, 
troop or company there present, shall give to the commissary of musters, 
or other officer who musters the said regiment, troop or company, certi
ficates signed by himself, signifying how long such officers, as shall not 
appear at the said muster, have been absent, and the reason of their 
absencf} In like manner, the commanding officer of every troop or 
company, shall give certificates, signifying the reasons of the absence of 
the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, which reasons, and 
time of absence, shall be inserted in the muster rolls, opposite the name 
of the respective absent officers and soldiers. The certificates shall, 
together with the muster rolls, be remitted by the commissary of mus-
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ters, or other officer mustering, to the department of war, as speedily 
as the distance of the place will admit. 

Article 14. Every officer who shall be convicted, before a general 
court martial, of having signed a false certificate, relating to the absence 
of either officer or private soldier, or relative to his or their pay, shall 
be cashiered. 

Article 15. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false muster of 
man or horse, and every officer or commissary of musters, who shall 
willingly sign, direct, or allow the signing of muster rolls, wherein such 
false muster is contained, shall, upon proof made thereof by two wit
nesses, before a general court martial, be cashiered, and shall be thereby 
utterly disabled to have or hold any office or employment in the service 
of the United States. 

Article 16. Any commissary of musters, or other officer, who shall be 
convicted of having taken money or other thing, by way of gratification, 
on mustering any regiment, troop or company, or on signing muster 
rolls, shall be displaced from his office, and shall be thereby utterly dis
abled to have, or hold any office or employment in the service of the 
United States. 

Article 17. Any officer who shaJl presume to muster a person as a 
soldier, who is not a soldier, shall be deemed guilty of having made a 
false muster, and shall suffer accordingly. 

Article 18. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false return to 
the department of war, or to any of his superior officers, authorized to 
call for such returns, of the state of the regiment, troop or company, or 
garrison under his command; or of the arms, ammunition, clothing or 
other stores thereunto belonging, shall, on conviction thereof before a 
court martial, be cashiered. 

Article 19. The commanding officer of every regiment, troop or inde
pendent company, or garrison of the United States, shall, in the begin
ning of every month, remit, through the proper charrnels, to the depart
ment of war, an exact return of the regiment, troop, independent 
company, or garrison, under his command, specifying the names of the 
officers then absent from their posts, with the reasons for, and the time 
of their absence. And any officer who shall be convicted of having, 
through neglect or design, omitted sending snch returns, shall be 
punished according to the nature of his crime by the judgment of a gene
ral court martial. 

Ai·ticlc 20. All officers and soldiers, who have received pay, or have 
been duly enlisted in the service of the United States, and shall be con
victed of having deserted the same, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as by sentence of a court martial shall be inflicted. 

-Article 21. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier, who shall, with
out leave from his commanding officer, absent himself from his troop, 
company, or detachment, shall, upon being convicted thereof, be punished 
according to the nature of his offence, at the discretion of a court mar
tial. 

Article 22. No non-commissioned officer or soldier shall enlist him
self in any other regiment, troop, or company, without a regular dis
charge from the regiment, troop, or company, in which he last served, 
on the penalty of being reputed a deserter, and suffering accordingly. 
And in case any officer shall knowingly receive and entertain such non
commissioned officer or soldier, or shall not, after his being discovered 
to be a deserter, immediately confine him and give notice thereof to the 
corps in which he last served, the said officer shall, by a court martial, 
be cashiered. 

Article 23. Any officer or soldier who shall be convicted of having 
11dvised or persuaded any other officer or soldier to desert the service of 
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the United States, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall 
be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article 24. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachful or provoking 
speeches or gestures to another, upon pain, if an officer, of being put in 
arrest; if a soldier, confined, and of asking pardon of the party offended, 
in the presence of his commanding officer. 

Article 25. _No officer or soldier shall send a challenge to another 
officer or soldier, to fight a duel, or accept a challenge, if sent, upon 
pain, if a commissioned officer, of being cashiered; if a non-commis
sioned officer or soldier, of suffering corporeal punishment, at the discre
tion of a court martial. 

Article 26. If any commissioned or non-commissioned officer com
manding a guard, shall knowingly or willingly suffer any person what
so·ever to go forth to fight a duel, he shall be punished as a challenger; 
and all seconds, promoters and carriers of challenges, in order to duels, 
shall be deemed principals, and be punished accordingly. And it shall 
be the duty of every officer, commanding an army, regiment, company, 
post, or detachment, who is knowing to a challenge being given, or ac
cepted, by any officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, under his 
command, or has reason to believe the same to be the case, immediately 
to arrest and bring to trial such offenders. 

Article 27. All officers, of what condition soever, have power to part 
-and quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders, though the persons concerned 
should belong to another regiment, troop, or company; and either to 
order officers into arrest, or non-commissioned officers or soldiers into 
~onfinement, until their proper superior officers shall he acquainted 
therewith; and whosoever shall refuse to obey such officer, (though of 
an inferior rank) or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished 
at the discretion of a general court martial. 

Article 28. Any officer or soldier, who shall upbraid another for re
fusing a challenge, shall himself be punished as a challenger, and all 
officers and soldiers are hereby discharged from any disgrace or opinion 
of disadvantage, which might arise from their having refused to accept 
of challenges, as they will only have acted in obedience to the laws, and 
done their duty as good soldiers, who subject themselves to discipline. 

Article- 29. No suttler shall be permitted to sell any kind of liquors 
or victuals, or to keep their houses or shops open for the entertainment 
of soldiers, after nine at night, or before the beating of the reveilies, or 
upon Sundays, during divine service or sermon, on the penalty of being 
dismissed from all future suttling. 

Article 30. All officers commanding in the field, forts, barracks, or 
garrisons of the United States, are hereby required to see that the per
sons permitted to suttle, shall supply the soldiers with good and whole
some provisions, or other articles, at a reasonable price, as they shall be 
answerable for their neglect. 

Article 31. No officer commanding in any of the garrisons, forts, or 
barracks of the United States, shall exact exorbitant prices for houses 
or stalls let out to suttlers, or connive at the like exactions in others ; 
nor by his own authority, and for his private advantage, lay any duty or 
imposition upon, or be interested in, the sale of any victuals, liquors, or 
other necessaries of life, brought into the garrison, fort, or barracks, for 
the use of the soldiers, on the penalty of being discharged from the ser
vice. 

Article 32. Every officer commanding in quarters, garrisons, or on 
the march, shall keep good order, and to the utmost of his power, re
dress all abuses or disorders, which may be committed by any officer or 
soldier under his command; if upon complaint made to him of officers 
or soldiers beating, or otherwise ill treating, any person, of disturbing 
fairs or markets, or of committing any kinds of riots to the disquieting 
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of the citizens of the United States, he, the said commander, who shali 
refuse or omit to see justice done to the offender or offenders, and repa
ration made to the party or parties injured, as far as part of the offender's 
pay shall enable him or them, shall, upon proof thereof, be cashiered or 
otherwise punished as a general court martial shall direct. 

Article 33. When any commissioned officer or soldier, shall be ac
cused of a capital crime, or of having used violence, or committed any 
offence against the persons or property of any citizen of any of the United 
States, such as is punishable by the known laws of the land, the command
ing officer, and officers of every regiment, troop, or company, to which 
the person, or persons, so accused, shall belong, are hereby required, 
upon application duly made by, or in behalf of the party or parties 
injured, to use their utmost endeavours to deliver over such accused 
person, or persons, to the civil magistrate, and likewise to be aiding and 
assisting to the officers of justice in apprehending and securing the 
person or persons so accused, in order to bring him or them to trial. 
If any commanding officer, or officers, shall wilfully neglect, or shall 
refuse, upon the application aforesaid, to deliver over such accused 
person, or persons, to the civil magistrates, or to be aiding and assisting 
to the officers of justice in apprehending such person, or persons, the 
officer, or officers, so offending, shall be cashiered. 

Article 34, If any officer shall think himself wronged by his colonel, 
or the commanding officer of the regiment, and shall, upon due appli~ 
cation being made to him, be refused redress, he may complain to the 
general, commanding in the state or territory where such regiment shall 
be stationed, in order to obtain justice; who is hereby required to ex
amine into the said complaint, and take proper measures for redressing 
the wrong complained of, and transmit, as soon as possible, to the 
department of war, a true state of such complaint, with the proceedings 
had thereon. 

Article 35. If any inferior officer or soldier shall think himself 
wronged by his captain, or other officer, he is to complain thereof to the 
commanding officer of the regiment, who is hereby required to summon 
a regimental court martial, for the doing justice to the complainant; from 
which regimenta.l court martial, either party may, if he thinks himself 
still aggrieved, appeal to a general court martial. But if, upon a second 
hearing, the appeal shall appear vexatious and groundless, the person, 
so appealing, shall be punished at the discretion of the said court martial. 

Article 36. Any commissioned officer, storekeeper, or commissary, 
who shall be convicted at a general court martial, of having sold, with
out a proper order for that purpose, embezzled, misapplied, or wilfully, 
or through neglect, suffered any of the provisions, forage, arms, clothing, 
ammunition, or other military stores, belonging to the United States, to 
be spoiled, or damaged, shall, at his own expense, make good the loss, 
or damage, and shall, moreover, forfeit all his pay, and be dismissed from 
the service. 

Article 37. Any non-commissioned officer, or soldier, who shall be 
convicteJ, at a regimental court martial, of having sold, or designedly, 
or through neglect, wasted the ammunition .delivered out to him, to be 
employed in the service of the United States, shall be punished at the 
discretion of such court. 

Article 38. Every non-commissioned officer or soldier, who shall be 
convicted before a court martial, of having sold, lost, or spoiled, through 
neglect, his horse, arms, clothes, or accoutrements, shall undergo such 
weekly stoppages, (not exceeding the half of his pay) as such court 
martial shall judge sufficient, for repairing the loss or damage; and shall 
suffer confinement or such other corporeal punishment as his crime 
shall deserve. 

Article 39. Every officer, who shall be convicted before a court 
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martial, of having embezzled, or misapplied any money, with which he 
may have been entrusted for the payment of the men under his com
mand, or for enlisting men into the service, or for other purposes if a 
commissioned officer, shall be cashiered, and compelled to refund the 
money; if a non~commissioned officer, shall be reduced to the ranks, be 
put under stoppages until the money be made good, and suffer such 
corporeal punishment as such court martial shall direct. 

Article 40. Every captain of a troop, or company, is charged with the 
arms, accoutrements, ammunition, clothing, or other warlike stores 
belonging to the troop, or company under his command, which he is to 
be accountable for to hi_s colonel, _in case of their being lost, spoiled, or 
damaged, not by unavoidable accidents, or on actual service. 

Article 41. All non•commisioned officers and soldiers, who shall be 
found one mile from the camp without leave, in writing, from their 
commanding officer, shall suffer such punishment as shall be inflicted 
upon them by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article 42. No officer, or soldier, shall lie out of his quarters, garri
son, or camp, without leave from his superior offi.cer, upon penalty of 
being punished according to the nature of his offence, by the sentence 
of a court martial. 

Article 43. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier shall retire to 
his quarters or tent, at the beating of the retreat; in default of which he 
shall be punished according to the nature of his offence. 

Article 44. No officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, shall fail 
in repairing, at the time fixed, to the place of parade, of exercise, or 
other rendezvous, appointed by his cominanding officer, if not prevented 
by sickness, or some other evident necessity; or shall go from the said 
place of rendezvous, without leave from his commanding officer, before 
he shall be regularly dismissed or relieved, on the penalty of being 
punished according to the nature of his offence by the sentence of a 
court martial. 

Article 45. • Any commissioned officer who shall be found drunk on 
. his guard, party, or other duty, shall be cashiered. Any non-commis
sioned officer or soldier so offending, shall suffer such corporeal punish
ment as shall be inflicted by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article -46. Any sentinel who shall be found sleeping upon his post, 
or shall leave it before he shall be regularly relieved, shall suffer death, 
or such other punishment as shall be inflicted by the sentence of a court 
martial. 

Article 47. No soldier belonging to any regiment, troop, or company, 
shall hire another to do his duty for him, or be excused from duty, but 
in cases of sickness, disability, or leave of absence; and every such 
soldier found guilty of hiring his duty, as also the party so hired to do 
another's duty, shall be punished at the discretion of a regimental court 
martial. 

Article 48. And every non-commissioned officer conmvmg at such 
hiring of duty aforesaid, shall be reduced ; and every commissioned 
officer, knowing and allowing such ill practices in the service, shall be 
punished by the judgment of a general court martial. 

A?'ticle 49. Any officer belonging to the service of the ~nited States, 
who by discharging of fire-arms, drawing of swords, beating of drums, 
or by any other means whatsoever, shall occasion false alar~s in camp, 
garrison, or quarters, shall suffer death, or such other _pumshment as 
shall be ordered by the sentence of a general cou_rt martial. . 

Article 50. Any officer or soldier, who shall, without urgent necessity 
or without the leave of his superior officer, quit his guard, platoon, or 
division, shall be punished according to the nature of his offence, by the 
sentence of a court martial. 

Article 51. No officer or soldier shall do violence to any person who 
2u2 
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brings provisions or other necessaries to the camp, garrison, or quarters, 
of the forces of the United States, employed in any parts out of the said 
states, upon pain of death, or such other punishment as a court martial 
shall direct. • 

Article 52. Any officer or soldier, who shall misbehave himself before 
the enemy, run away, or shamefully abandon any for(, post, or guard, 
which he or they may be commanded to defend, or speak words inducing 
others to do the like; or shall cast away his arms and ammunition, or 
who shall quit his post or colours to plunder and pillage, every such 
offender, being duly convicted thereof, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment·as shall be ordered by the sentence of a general court martial. 

Artfrle 53. Any person belonging to the armies of the United States, 
who shall make known the watchword to any person who is not entitled 
to receive it, according to the rules and discipline of war, or shall pre
sume to give a parole or watchword, different from what he received, 
shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the 
sentence of a general court martial. 

Article 54. All officers and soldiers are to behave themselves orderly 
in quarters, and on their march; and whosoever shall commit any waste 
or spoil, either in walks of trees, parks, warrens, fish ponds, houses, or 
gardens, cornfields, enclosures of meadows, or shall maliciously destroy 
any property whatsoever, belonging to the inhabitants of the United 
States, unless by order of the then commander in chief of the armies of 
the said states, shall ( besides such penalties as they are liable to by law) 
be punished according to the nature and degree of the offence, by the 
judgment of a regimental or general court martial. 

Article 55. Whosoever, belonging to the armies of the United States, 
employed in foreign parts, shall force a safe guard, shall suffer death. 

Article 56. Whosoever shall relieve the enemy with money, victuals, 
or ammunition, or shall .knowingly harbor or protect an enemy, shall 
suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the sen
tence of a court martial. 

Article 57. Whosoever shall be convicted of holding correspondence 
with or giving intelligence to the enemy either directly or indirectly, 
shall suffer death or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the 
sentence of a court martial. 

Article 58. All public stores taken in the enemy's camp, towns, forts, 
or magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition, clothing, forage or pro
visions, shall be secured for the service of the United States; for the 
neglect of which the commanding officer is to be answerable. 

Article 59. If any commander of any garrison, fortress, or post, shall 
be compelled, by the officers and soldiers under his command, to give 
up to the enemy, or to abandon it, the commissioned officers, non-com
missioned officers, or soldiers, who shall be convicted of having so 
offended, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be inflicted 
upon them by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article 60. All suttlers and retainers to the camp, and all persons 
whatsoever, serving with the armies of the United States in the field, 
though not enlisted soldiers, are to be subject to orders, according to 
the rules and discipline of war. 

Article 61. Officers having brevets, or commissions, of a prior date 
to those of the regiment in which they serve, may take place in courts 
martial and on detachments, when composed of different corps, accord
ing to the ranks given them in their brevets, or dates of their former 
commissions; but in the regiment, troop, or company, to which such 
officers belong, they shall do duty and take rank, both in courts martial 
and on detachments, which shall be composed only of their own corps, 
according to the commissions by which they are mustered in the said 
corps. 
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Article 62. If upon marc~~s, guards, or in quarters, different corps 
of the army shall happen to J01n, or do duty together, the officer highest 
in rank of the line of the army, marine corps, or militia, by commission 
there, on duty, or in quarters, shall command the whole, and give orders 
for what is needful to the service, unless otherwise specially directed by 
the President of the United States, according to the nature of the case. 

Article 63. The functions of the engineers being generally confined 
to the most elevated branch of military science, they are not to assume, 
nor are they subject to be ordered on any duty beyond the line of their 
immediate profession, except by the special order of the President of 
the United States; but they are to receive every mark of respect, to 
which their rank in the army may entitle them, respectively, and are 
liable to be transferred, at the discretion of the President, from one 
corps to another, regard being paid to rank. 

Article 64. General courts martial may consist of any number of 
commissioned officers, from five to thirteen, inclusively, but they shall 
not consist of less than thirteen, where that number can be convened 
without m'anifest injury to the service. 

Article 65. Any general officer commanding an army, or colonel 
commanding a separate department, may appoint general courts martial, 
whenever necessary. But no sentence of a court martial shall be carried 
into execution until after the whole proceedings shall have been laid 
before the offic.er ordering the same, or the officer commanding the 
troops for the time being; neither shall any sentence of a general court 
martial, in time of peace, extending to the loss of life, or the dismission 
of a commissioned officer, or which shall, either in time of peace or 
war, respect a general officer, be carried into execution, until after the 
whole proceedings shall have been transmitted to the Secretary of War, 
to be laid before the President of the United States, for his confirmation 
or disapproval, and orders, in the case. All other sentences may be 
confirmed and executed by the officer ordering the court to assemble, or 
the commanding officer, for the time being, as the case may be.(a) 

Article 66. Every officer commanding a regiment, or corps, may 
appoint, for his own regiment, or corps, courts martial, to consist of 
three commissioned officers, for the trial and punishment of offences not 
capital, and decide upon their sentences. For the same purpose, all 
officers, commanding any of the garrisons, forts, barracks, or other 
places, where the troops consist of different corps, may assemble courts 
martial, to consist of three commissioned officers, and decide upon their 
sentences. 

Article 67. No garrison, or regimental court martial shall have the 
power to try capital cases, or commisioned officers; neither shall they 
inflict a fine exceeding <me month's pay, nor imprison, nor put to hard 
labour, any non-commissioned officer or soldier, for a longer time than 
one month. 

Article 68. Whenever it may be found convenient and necessary to 
the public service, the officers of the marines shall be associated with 
the officers of the land forces, for the purpose of holding courts martial 
and trying offenders belonging to either; and in such cases the orders 
of the senior officer of either corps, who may be present and duly 
authorized, shall be received and obeyed. 

Article 69. The judge advocate, or some person deputed by him, or 
by the general or officer commanding the army, detachment, or garrison, 
shall prosecute in the name of the United States, but shall so far con
sider himself as counsel for the prisoner, after the said prisoner shall 
have made his plea, as to object to any leading question to any of the 
witnesses, or any question to the prisoner, the answer to which might 

(a) May 29, 1830, ch. 179. 
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tend to criminate himself; and administer to each member of the court, 
before they proceed upon any trial, the following oath, which shall also 
be taken by all members of the regimental and garrison courts martial: 

"You A. B. do swear, that you will well and truly try and determine, 
according to evidence, the matter now before you, between the United 
States of America and the prisoner to be tried; and that you will duly 
administer justice, according to the provisions of 'An act establishing 
rules and articles for the government of the armies of the United States,' 
without partiality, favour, or affection: and if any doubt shall arise, not 
explained by said articles, according to your conscience, the best of 
your understanding, and the custom of war in like cases: and you do 
further swear, that you will not divulge the sentence of the court until 
it shall be published by the proper authority: neither will you disclose 
or discover the vote or opinion of any particular .member of the court 
martial, unless, required to give evidence thereof as a witness, by a court 
of justice, in a due course of law. So help you God." 

And as soon as the said oath shall have been administered to the 
respective members, the president of the court shall administer to the 
judge advocate, or person officiating as such, an oath- in the following 
words: 

"You A. B. do swear, that you will not disclose or discover the vote 
or opinion of any particular member of the court martial, unless re
quired to give evidence thereof as a witness, by a court of justice in due 
course of law; nor divulge the sentence of the court, to any but the 
proper authority, until it shall be duly disclosed by the same. So help 
you God." 

Article 70. When a prisoner arraigned before a general court martial 
shall, from obstinacy and deliberate design, stand mute or answer foreign 
to the purpose, the court may proceed to trial and judgment as if the 
prisoner had regularly pleaded not guilty. 

Article 71. When a member shall be challenged by a prisoner, he 
must state his cause of challenge, of which the court shall, after due 
deliberation, determine the relevancy or validity, and decide accord
ingly; and no challenge to more than one member at a time shall be 
received by the court. 

Article 72. All the members of a court martial are to behave with 
decency and calmness; and in giving their votes, are to begin with. the 
youngest in commission. 

Article 73. All persons who give evidence before a court martial, are 
to be examined on oath or affirmation in the following form: 

"You swear or affirm, ( as the case may be,) the evidence you shall 
give in the cause now in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. So lwlp you God." • 

Article 74. On the trials of cases not capital, before courts martial, 
the deposition of witnesses not in the line or staff of the army, may be 
taken before some justice of the peace, and read in evidence: provided, 
the prosecutor and the person accused are present at the taking the 
same, or arc duly notified thereof. 

Article 75. No officer shall be tried but by a general court martial, 
nor by officers of an inferior rank, if it can be avoided: nor shall any 
proceedings or trials be carried on excepting between the hours of 
eight in the morning and three in the afternoon, excepting in cases 
which, in the opinion of the officer appointing the court martial, re
quire immediate example. 

Article 76. No person whatsoever shall use any menacing words, 
signs, or gestures, in presence of a court martial, or shall cause any 
disorder or riot, or disturb their proceedings, on the penalty of being 
punished, at the discretion of the said court martial. 

Article 77. Whenever any officer shall be charged with a crime, he 
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shall be arrested and confined in his barracks, quarters, or tent, and de
prived of his_ sword, by the commanding officer. And any officer who 
shall !eave his confinement be_fore he shall be set at liberty by his com
mandmg officer, or by a superior officer, shall be cashiered. 

_Article 78. Non-commissi_one~ officers and soldiers, charged with 
crimes, shall be confined, until tned by a court martial, or released by 
proper authority. 

Article 79. No officer or soldier who shall be put in arrest, shall con
tinue in ~onfinement more~than eight days, or until such time as a court 
martial can be assembled. 

Article 80. No officer commanding a guard, or provost marshal, shall 
refuse to rece!ve or keep any prisoner ~ommitted to his charge, by an 
officer_ b~longmg to the forces of the Umted States; provided the officer 
com~ruttmg, shall, at _the sa_me tin_ie, deliver_ an account in writing, signed 
by himself, of the crime with which the said prisoner is charged. 

Article 81. No officer commanding a guard, or provost marshal, shall 
presume to release any person committed to his charge, without proper 
authority for so doing, nor shall he suffer any person to escape, on the 
penalty of being punished for it by the sentence of a court martial. 

Article 82. Every officer or provost marshal, to whose charge prison
ers shall be committed, shall, within twenty-four hours after such com
mitment, or as soon as he shall be relieved from his guard, make report 
in writing, to the commanding officer, of their names, their crimes, and 
the names of the officers who committed them, on the penalty of being 
punished for disobedience or neglect, at the discretion of a court martial. 

Article 83. Any commissioned officer convicted before a general 
court martial of conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, shall 
be dismissed the service. 

Article 84. In cases where a court martial may think it proper to 
sentence a commissioned officer to be suspended from command, they 
shall have power also to suspend his pay and emoluments for the same 
time, according to the nature and heinousness of the offence. 

Article 85. In all cases where a commissioned officer is cashiered 
for cowardice or fraud, it shall be added in the sentence, that the crime, 
name, and place of abode and punishment of the delinquent, be pub
lished in the newspapers in and about the camp, and of the particular 
state from which the offender came, or where he usually resides, after 
which it shall be deemed scandalous for an officer to associate with him. 

Article 86. The commanding officer of any post or detachment, in 
which there shall not be a number of officers adequate to form a general 
court martial, shall, in cases which require the cognizance of such a 
court, report to the commanding officer of the department, who shall 
order a court to be assembled at the nearest post or detachment, and 
the party accused, with necessary witnesses, to be transported to the 
place where the said court shall he assembled. 

Article 87. No person shall be sentenced to suffer death, but by the 
concurrence of two thirds of the members of a general court martial, 
nor except in the cases herein expressly mentioned; nor shall more than 
fifty lashes be inflicted on any offender, at the discretion of a court mar
tifll; and no officer, non-commissioned officer, soldier, or follower of the 
army, shall be tried a second time f?r the same ~ffence. . 

Article 88. No person shall be hable to be tned and pumshed by a 
general court martial for any offence whic_h s~all appear to have been 
committed more than two years before the issuing of the order for such 
trial, unless the person, by reason of having absented himself or. so~e 
other manifest impediment, shall not have been amenable to Justice 
within that period. . 

Article 89. Every officer authorized to order a general court martial, 
shall have power to pardon or mitigate any punishment ordered by such 
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court, except the sentence of death, or of cashiering an officer; which, 
in the cases where he has authority (by article 65) to carry them into 
execution, he may suspend until the pleasure of the President of the 
United States can be known; which suspension, together with copies 
of the proceedings of the court martial, the said officer shall immediately 
transmit to the President, for his determination. And the colonel or 
commanding officer of the regiment or garrison, where any regimental 
or garrison court martial shall be held, may pardon or mitigate any 
punishment ordered by such court to be inflicted. 

Article 90. Every judge advocate, or person officiating as such, at 
any general court martial, shall transmit, with as much expedition as 
the opportunity of time and distance of place can admit, the original 
proceedings and sentence of such court martial, to the Secretary of War, 
which said original proceedings and sentence shall be carefully kept and 
preserved in the office of said secretary, to the end that the persons en
titled thereto may be enabled, upon application to the said office, to 
obtain copies ·thereof. 

The party tried by any general court martial, shall, upon demand 
thereof made by himself or by any person or persons in his behalf, be 
entitled to a copy of the sentence and proceedings of such court mar
tial. 

Article 91. In cases where the gene!al or commanding officer may 
order a court of inquiry to examine into the nature of any transaction, 
accusation, or imputation against any officer or soldier, the said court 
shall consist of one or more officers, not exceeding three, and a judge 
advocate, or other suitable person as a recorder, to reduce the proceed
ings and evidence to writing, all of whom shall be sworn to the faithful 
performance of their duty. This court shall have the same power to 
summon witnesses as a court martial, and to examine them on oath. 
But they shall not give their opinion on the merits of the case, excepting 
they shall be thereto specially required. The parties accused shall also 
be permitted to cross examine and interrogate the witnesses, so as to in
vestigate fully the circumstances in the question. 

Article 92. The proceedings of a court of inquiry must be authenti
cated by the signature of the recorder and the president, and delivered to 
the commanding officer: and the said proceedings may be admitted as 
evidence by a court martial, in cases not capital, or extending to the 
dismission of an officer, provided that the circumstances are such, that 
oral testimony cannot be obtained. But as courts of inquiry may be 
perverted to dishonourable purposes, and may be considered as engines 
of destruction to military merit, in the hands of weak and envious com
mandants, they are hereby prohibited, unless directed by the President 
of the United States, or demanded by the accused. 

Article 93. The judge advocate, or recorder, shall administer to the 
members the following oath : 

"You shall well and truly examine and inquire, according to your 
evidence, into the matter now before you, without partiality, favour, 
affection, prejudice, or hope of reward. So help you God." 

After which the president shall administer to the judge advocate, or 
recorder, the following oath: 

"You A. B. do swear that you will, according to your best abilities, 
accurately and impartially record the proceedings of the court, and the 
evidence to be given in the case in hearing. So help you God." 

The witnesses shall take the same oath as witnesses sworn before a 
court martial. 

Article 94. When any commissioned officer shall die or be killed in 
the service of the United States, the major of the regiment, or the officer 
doing the major's duty in his absence, or in any post or garrison, the 
second officer in command, or the assistant military agent, shall imme-
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diately secure all his effects or equipage, then in camp or quarters, and 
shall make an inventory thereof, and forthwith transmit the same to the 
office of the department of war, to the end that his executors or admin
istrators may receive the same. 

Article 95. When any non-commissioned officer, or soldier, shall die, 
or be killed in the service of the United States, the then commanding 
officer of the troop or company, shall, in the presence of two other com
missioned officers, take an account of what effects he died possessed of, 
above hi~ arms and accoutrements, and transmit the same to the office 
of the department of war; which said effects are to be accounted for, and 
paid to the representatives of such deceased non-commissioned officer 
or soldier_ And in case any of the officers, so authorized to take care 
of the effects of deceased officers and soldiers, should, before they have 
accounted to their representatives for the same, have occasion to leave 
the regiment, or post, by preferment, or otherwise, they shall, before they 
be permitted to quit the same, deposit in the hands of the commanding 
officer, or of the assistant military agent, all the effects of such deceased 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, in order that the same may be 
secured for, and paid to their respective representatives. 

Article 96. All officers, conductors, gunners, matrosses, drivers, or 
other persons whatsoever, receiving pay, or hire, in the service of the 
artillery, or corps of engineers of the United States, shall be governed 
by the aforesaid rules and articles, and shall be subject to be tried by 
courts martial, in like manner with the office.rs and soldiers of the other 
troops in the service of the United States. 

Article 97. The officers and soldiers, of any troops, whether militia 
or others, being mustered and in pay of the United States, shall, at all 
times and in all places, when joined, or acting in conjqnction with the 
regular forces of the United States, be governed by these rules and arti
cles of war, and shall be subject to be tried by courts martial, in like 
manner with the officers and soldiers in the regular forces, save only 
that such courts martial shall be composed entirely of militia officers. 

Article 98. All officers, serving by commission from the authority of 
any particular state, shall, on all detachments, courts martial, or other 
duty, wherein they may be employed in conjunction with the regular 
forces of the United States, take rank, next after all officers of the like 
grade in said regular forces, notwithstanding the commissions of such 
militia or state officers may be elder than the commissions of the officers 
of the regular forces of the United States. 

Article 99. All crimes not capital, and all disorders and neglects 
which officers and soldiers may be guilty of, to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline, though not mentioned in the foregoing 
articles of war, are to be taken cognizance of by a general or regimental 
court martial, according to the nature and degree of the offence, and be 
punished at their discretion. 

Article 100. The President of the United States shall have power to 
prescribe the uniform of the army. 

Article 101. The foregoing articles are to be read and published once 
in every six montrni, to every garrison, regiment, troop, or company, 
mustered or to be mustered in the service of the United States, and are 
to be duly observed and obeyed by all officers and soldiers who are, or 
shall be in said service. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That in time of war, all persons 
not citizens of, or owing allegiance to the United States of America, 
who shall be found lurking as spies, in or about the fortifications or en
campments of the armies of the United States, or any of them, shall 
suffer death, according to the law and usage of nations, by sentence of 
a general court martial. . 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the rules and regulation~, by 

371 

or administra
tors. 

The effects or 
non-commis
sioned officers 
or soldiers who 
die or shall be 
killed to be tak
en care of. 

These articles 
to govern all 
officen,, &c. 

Officers and 
soldiers of the 
militia when in 
service to be 
governed by 
these articles. 

Rank of mi
litia officers 
when serving 
with officers of 
the army. 

Crimes not 
capital, and all 
disorders and 
neglects not 
mentioned in 
these articles to 
he taken cogni
zance of by 
court martial. 

Uniform of the 
army. 

Publication of 
these articles 
once in six 
months. 

Persons lurk
ing about fortifi
cations as spies. 



372 

Rules and re• 
gulations, for~ 
mcrly in force, 
abolished. 

STATUTE I. 

April 10, 1806. 

Bond of the 
marshal shall be 

NINTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 21. 1806. 

which the armies of the United States have heretofore been governed, 
and the resolves of Congress thereunto annexed, and respecting the 
same, shall henceforth be void and of no effect, except so far as muy re
late to any transactions under them, prior to the promulgation of this 
act, at the several posts and garrisons respectively, occupied by any part 
of the army of the United States. 

APPROVED, April 10, 1806. 

CHAP, XXI.-.!ln .!let relating to bond,, given by Marshals.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and J.fousc of Repi·esentatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the bond heretofore 

(a) By the 27th section of the act of Septemher 2,1, 1789, chap. 20, vol. i. 87, the appointment of a 
m:trshal in each district, is providB<l for, and his duties and powers regulated. 

The decisions of the courts of the United States as to the duties, powers, and liabilities of Marshals 
arc:-

The marshal may have an attachment to enforce the payment of his fees of office, against suitors in 
the court; so also against the endorser on the writ, who by the lex loci, is· liable to respond for costs. 
Anonymous, 2 Gailis. C. C.R. IOI. 

The marshal is cntitl<ed to his full commissions according to the act of 1799, chap. 19, upon all inter
locutory sales of prize property. The act of 27th January, !S13, applies only to sales after final con
demnation. The Avery, 2 Gailis. C. C.R. 308. 

1t is the duty of the marshal, upon all interlocutory sales, to bring the proceeds into court, with a 
regular account of the sales. Ibid. 

The marshal is entitled to commissions upon prize property, removed from his district, by consent of 
parties, and there sold. The San Jose Indiana, 2 Gailis. C. C. R. 311. 

After a rule on the marshal to return the capias ad satisfaciendum issued against the defe~dants, on 
the return of the marshal that the plaintiff had directed him not to serve the writ on one defendant, and 
that the other could not be found, the court have nothing more to do with the rule. If the marshal has 
misconducted himself, the remedy is an action for a false return. Segourney v. Ingraham et al., 2 Wash. 
C. C.R. 336. 

'Where an individual, acting in pursuance of what ric conceives a just claim to property, proceeds by 
legal process to enforce it, and causes a levy to be made on property which is claimed by another, with
out abm~ing or perverting its true object, there is and ought to be a very different ru1e for damages, from 
the case in which vindictive dum;igcs ma_y be allo,'Ved, if after a due course of legal investigation, his 
case is not well founded. 'Where the defondnnt had acted as the marshal of the United States, in the 
execution of his duties as a public oflicer, and had made a levy, but had done nothing out of the strictest 
line of duty, the circuit coUl't instructed the jury to allow compensation for the injury sustained, and 
nothing more. Pacific Ins. Co. v. Conard, Baldwin's C. C. IL 143. 

It has long been settled that a jury ought not in any case to find exemplary damages against a public 
officer, acting in obedience to orders from the government, without any circumstances of aggravation, if 
he violates the law in making a seizure of property. Ibid. 

A marshal is not removed by the appointment of a new one, until he receives notice of such appoint. 
mcnt_; all acts done by the old marshal after the appointment of a new one, before notice, are good; 
but hts acts subsequent to notice are void. \Vallacc's C. C.R. I 19. 

If a debtor, committed to the state jail under process from the courts of the United States, escape, 
the marshal is not liable. Randolph v. Donaldson, 9 Cran ch, 76; 3 Cond. Rep. 280. 

The act of Congress has limited the responsibility of the marshal to his own acts and the acts of hie 
deputies. The keeper of a state jail is, neither in fact nor in law, the deputy of the marshal; he is not 
appointed by, nor removable at the will of the marshal. When a prisoner is regularly committed to a 
slate jail by the marshal, he is no longer in the custody of the marshal, or controllable by him. Ibid. 

If a marshal, before the date of his official bond, receive, upon an cxccntion, money due to the United 
States, with orders from the comptroller to pay it into the Bank of the United States, which he neglects 
to do, the sureties in his official bond, executed afterwards, arc not liable therefor upon the bond; al. 
though the money remain in the marshal's hands after the execution of the bond. The United States v. 
Giles and others, 9 Cranch, 212; 3 Coll(!. Rep. 377. 

Query. Whether the sureties in a marshal's bond conditioned for the faithful execution of his duty, 
"<luring his continuance in the said office," are liable for money received by hill). after his removal from 
office, upon an execution wl1ich remained in his hands at the time of such removal? Ibid. 

The comptroller of the treasury has a right to direct the marshal to whom he shall pay money received 
upon executions, and a payment according to such directions is good; and it seems he may avail himself 
of it upon the trial without having submitted it as a claim to the accounting officers of the treasury. 
Ibid. 

It is the duty of the marshal ofa court of the United States, to execute all process which may be placed 
in his hands ; but he performs this duty at his peril, and under the guidance of law. He must, of course, 
exercise some judgment in the performance. Should he fail to obey the exigit of the writ without a legal 
excuse, or should he in its letter violate the rights of others, he is liable to the action of the injured 
party. Life and Fire Ins. Co. of New York v. Adams, 9 Peters, 573. 

The marshal makes distribution of proceeds of prize sales in his hands, at his peril; and on his mis
payment a libel lies against him. For safety the marshal should obtain the order of the court, which 
ought not to be made without previous measures guarding against fraud, and providing for latent claims. 
Kee1,o ct al. t•. The Gloucester, 2 Dallas, 36. 
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given, or which may hereafter be given by the marshal of any district, 
for the faithful performance of the duties of his office, shall be filed and 
recorded in the office of the clerk of the district court or circuit court, 
sitting within the district for which such marshal shall have been ap
pointed, and copies thereof, certified by the clerk, under the seal of the 
said court, shall be competent evidence in any court of justice. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful, in case of 
the breach of the condition of any such bond, for any person, persons, 
or body politic, thereby injured, to institute a suit upon such bond, in 
the name and for the sole use of such party, and thereupon to recover 
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The marshal is bound to serve a subprena in ch:rncery as soon as he reasonably can; and he will, in 
case of neglect, be answerable to the complainant, who may have sustained a Joss in consequence of his 
neglect. Kennedy v. Brent, 6 Cranch, I 87; 2 Cond. Rep. 345. 

The court will not dictate to the marshal what return he shall make to process in his hands; he must 
return it at his peril; and any person injured by it, may have his legal remedy for the return. Wortman 
v. Conyngham, Peters' C. C. R. 241. 

The return of the marshal to a writ, cannot be traversed in an action between the parties to the suit 
in which the writ issued. Wilson v. The Executor of Hurst, Peters' C. C. R. 441, 

An officer of the United States, who has levied a sum of money on an execution in favour of the 
United States, to whom the United States are indebted for fees of office in a sum greater than the amount 
of the execution, has a right to retain it by way of set.off; and on a motion made on the part of the 
United States to commit the officer for failure to pay over the money so levied, he will be permitted to 
show that the United States are indebted to him: and if this be shown, it is sufficient cause why he 
should not he attached. United States v. Mann, 2 Brockenb. C. C.R. 9. 

A marshal is liable upon his official bond, for the failure of his deputy to serve original process; but 
the measure of his ·liability is the extent of the injury received by the plaintiff, produced by such negli
gence. If the loss of the debt be the direct legal consequence of the failure to serve the process, the 
amount of the debt is the measure of damage; but the mere failure to execute the process, does not, in 
itself, necessarily infer the Joss of the debt to the plaintiff, by the negligence of the officer, because the 
plaintiff might sue out other process, on the failure of the officer to execute the first process. The 
question, whether the Joss of the debt was or was not the direct legal consequence of the negligence of 
the officer, is a question of fact, depending on circumstances, of which the jury must judge. United 
States v. Moore's Administrators, 2 Brockenb. C. C.R. 317. 

Where a writ of capias ad respondendum, comes to the hands of a deputy marshal, who arrests the 
debtor, and the debtor thereupon pays to the deputy the amount of the debt for which he was sued, and 
the officer discharges the debtor from custody, and returns the writ, "debt and costs satisfied," this is 
not an official act which binds his principal. The deputy marshal is a mere ministerial officer, and he 
has no right to adjust the debt, and make himself responsible to the plaintiff. He is bound to pursue the 
mandate of the writ, and that requires him to arrest the debtor, and take bail. The discharge of tho 
debtor from custody, without taking bail, is indeed a misfeasance in office, for which his principal, the 
marshal, is responsible; but he is only responsible for the injury done to the plaintiff. The return of the 
deputy, shows that no bail was taken; and if by taking out other process, the plaintiff could have secured 
his debt, which is a fact to be determined by the jury; the Joss of the debt to the plaintiff, is not the 
necessary legal consequence of the conduct of the deputy, and no inj!'ry, in a legal sense, is done to tho 
plaintiff thereby. Ibid. 

Where a decree directs an officer of the court to sell property, "and bring the proceeds of sale into 
court," and the sale is on a credit of one, two, and three years, and bonds are given for the payment of 
the instalments, these bonds are the immediate proceeds of sale. As a matter of convenience, they 
may be permitted to remain in the hands of the officer; but as matter of strict right, the creditor may 
require that they shall be brought into court. Wallis v. Thornton's Administrators et al. 2 Brockenb. 
C. C.R. 422. 

Where bonds are made payable to the marshal of a court, he has a right to collect them. In such 
case, the marshal must be considered as a trustee for the creditor. Query. Whether the direction to 
take bond implies, that it shall be taken to the marshal, rather than to the creditor? Where bonds are 
taken, not to the marshal and his successors, but to J.P., marshal, &c., his executors, administrators, 
and assigns, could his successor, in the event of the marshal being changed before the money is paid, 
act on these bonds without an assignment 1 Ibid. 

By the 69th section of the collection act of 1799, ch. 22, the goods or merchandise seized under that 
act, are to be put into custody of the collector, or ~uch other persons as he may appornt for that purpose, 
no longer than until the proper proceedings are mst1tuted under the 89th section of the same act, to 
ascertain whether they are forfeited or not; and as soon as the marshal seizes the goods under the pro. 
per process of the court, the marshal is entitled to the sole and exclusive custody thereof, subject to the 
future orders of the court. Ex parte Jesse Hoyt, Collector of the Port of New York, 13 Peters, 279. 

By the statute of ~rtdiana, the mar~hal on a replevy bond is req?ir~d to ta~e one or '?ore sufficient free
hold securities, and 1f freehold security be not taken, the marshal 1s !table. Bispham v. Taylor, 2 M'Lean's 
c. c. R. 355. 

If the sureties be not freeholders, however ample at the time they may have been considered, the 
marshal is liable. In this respect tho statute must be pursued. Ibid. . 

To examine the county records, is not an unreasonable duty on the marshal. I~zd. 
Where the marshal takes insufficient bail for the appearance of a defendant, he 1s only answerable for 

the actual injury sustained by ~he plaintiff. In such a case the insolvency of the defendant may be shown 
in mitigation of damages.. Ibid. . . . 

But where a judgment 1s replevied, good freehold secu!1ty must ~e taken for the payment of the Judg• 
mcnt. If insufficient security be taken, the marshal 1s hable. Ibid. 

21 



374 

Executions 
may issue on 
judgments, &c. 

Bonds to re
main as a secu
rity on judg. 
men ts rendered, 
&c. 

Within what 
period suits are 
to be commen
ced, &c. 

Saviug of the 
rights of infants, 
&c. 

ST.\TUTE r. 

April 10, 1806. 

Foreign gold 
and silver coins 
to be current in 
the U.S. at the 
following rates: 

Coins and rates. 

Secretary of 
the Treasury to 
cause assays of 
the foreign 
coins, &c. to be 
had at the mint, 
&c. and to make 
report of the 
result to Con
gress. 

NINTH CONGRESS. S.Ess. I. CH. 22. 1806. 

such damages, as shall be legally assessed, with costs of suit; for which 
execution may issue for such party in due form, and in case such party 
shall fail to recover in the suit, judgment shall be rendered and execu. 
tion may issue forcostsin favour of the defendant or defendants against 
the party who shall have instituted the suit; and the United States shall 
in no case be liable for the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said bonds shall, after 
any judgment or judgments rendered thereon, remain as a security, for 
the benefit of any person, persons, or body politic, injured by breach of 
the condition of the same, until the whole penalty shall have been reca. 
vered; and the proceedings shall be always in the same manner, and as· 
herein before directed. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That all suits on marshals' bonds, 
if the right of action has already accrued, shall be commenced and pro
secuted within three years after the passage of this act, and not after. 
wards. And all such suits, in case tlie right of action shall accrue here. 
after, shall be commenced and prosecuted within six years after the said 
right of action shall have accrued, and not afterwards; saving, neverthe. 
less, the rights of infants, femP- coverts, and persons non· compos mentis, so 
that they sue within three years after their disabilities are removed. 

APPROVED, April JO, 18013. 

CHAP. XXII.-.Bn .Bet regulating tl,e currency ef foreign coins in tl,e United 
S!ates.(a) 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House[!{ Representatives of the United 
State., ef America in Con!!rcss assembled, That from and after the pas. 
sage of this act, foreign gold and silver coins shall pass current as money 
within the United States, and be a legal tender for the payment of all 
debts and demands, at the several and respective rates following, and not 
otherwise, viz: 

The gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of their present stan
dard, at tho rate of one hundred cents, for every twenty-seven grains of 
the actual weight thereof; the gold coins of France, Spain, and the 
dominions of Spain, of their present standard, at the rate of one hun
dred cents, for every twenty-seven grains and two-fifths of a grain, of 
the actual weight thereof. Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of one 
hundred cents' for each, the actual weight whereof shall not be less than 
seventeen pennyweights and seven grai1rn, and in proportion for the 
parts of a dollar. Crowns of France at the rate of one hundred and 
ten cents, for each crown, the actual weight whereof shall not be less 
than eighteen pennyweights and seventeen grains, and in proportion for 
the pa:rts of a crown. And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to cause assays of the foreign gold and silver coins made cur• 
rent by this act, to be had at the mint of the United States, at least once 
in every year, a'nd to make report of the result thereof to Congress, for 
the purpose of enabling them to make such alterations in this act, as 
may become requisite, from the real standard value of such foreign coins. 
And it. Rhall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause assays 
of the foreign gold an<l silver coins of the description made current by 
this act, which shall issue subsequently to the passage of this act, and 
shall circulate in the United States, at the mint aforesaid, at least once 
in every year, and to make report of the result thereof to Congress, for 
the purpose of enabling Congress to make such coins current, if they 
shall deem the same to be proper, at their real standard value. 

(a) See act of August 4, 1790, sec. 39, vol. i. 167. 
An act relat.iv<; to the :ix dollar of Denmark, March 3, 1791, chap. 19, vol. i. 215. 
An act regulatmg foreign corns, and for other purposes, February 9, 1793, vol. i. 300. 
An act supplementary to" an act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes," February 1, 1798, 

chap. 11, vol. 1. 539. 
An act to regulate the duties on imports and tonnage, March 2, 1799, chap. 22, sec. 61, vol. i. 673. 
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SEc. 2. And be it fu1·tl1er enacted, That the first sectidn of the act, 
intituled "An act regulating foreign coins, and for -other purposes " 
passed the ninth day of February, one thousand seven hundred a~d 
ninety-three, be, and the same is hereby repealed. And the operation 
of the second section of the same act shall be, and is hereby suspended 
for, and during the space of, three years from the passage of this act. 

APPROVED, April 10, 1806. 

CHAP. XXIII.-An .!let to regulate and .fix the compensations of the qfficers <f the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the officers of the 
Senate and House of Representatives herein after mentioned, shall be, 
and hereby are entitled to receive, in lieu of their compensations fixed 
by law, the following sums, that is to say: The secretary of the Senate, 
and clerk of the House of Representatives, two thousand dollars each; 
their principal clerks, one thousand three hundred dollars each; and 
each of their engrossing clerks, one thousand dollars per annum. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sergeant at arms of the 
Senate, who also performs the duty of a doorkeeper, the sergeant at arms, 
and the doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, shall be, and they 
are hereby entitled to receive, nine hundred and fifty dollars per annum, 
each; and that the assistant doorkeeper of the Senate, and the assistant 
doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, shall he, and they are 
hereby entitled to receive nine hundred dollars, per annum, each. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That any appropriation which shall 
be made by the Senate, or House of Representatives, out of the con
tingent fund of either house, towards the compensation of any of the 
officers of the Senate, or House of Representatives, shall be taken and 
considered as a part of the salary allowed by this act. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensations provided 
for in this act, shall commence and take effect from and after the thirty
first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and six. 

SEc. 5 . . And be it further enacted, That the act intituled "An act to 
regulate and fix the compensations of the officers of t~e Senate and 
House of Representatives," passed on the twenty-ninth of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and two, shall, from and after the thirty-first of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and six, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

APPROVED, April 10, 1806. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.On .!let directing the Secretary ef the Treasury to cause the coast 
of North Carolina, between Cape Hatteras and Cape Fear, to be surveyed • 

.Be it macted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby directed, to cause the coast of North 
Carolina to be correctly surveyed, between Cape Hatteras and Cape 
Fear; together with the shoals lying off and between these respective 
capes, or head lands, and to report at the next session of Congress on 
the practicability of erecting a lighthouse, lighted beacon or buoy, on 
or near the extreme point of these shoals, or either of them. And the 
sum of five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose of 
defraying any expense which may be incurred in making such survey, 
to be paid out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April IO, 1806. 
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0HAP. XXV.-.an JJ.ct to provide for persons who wer~ disabled by known 
wounds received in the Revolutionary war. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any commissioned or 
non-commissioned officer, musician, soldier, marine or seaman, disabled 
in the actual service of the United States, while in the line of his duty, 
by known wounds received during the revolutionary war, and who did 
not desert the service ; or who, in consequence of disability as aforesaid, 
resigned his commission or took a discharge; or who, after incurring 
disability as aforesaid, was taken captive by the enemy, and remained 
either in captivity or on parole, until the close of said revolutionary 
war; or who, in consequence of known wounds received as aforesaid, 
has at any period since, become and continued disabled in such manner 
as to render him unable to procure a subsistence by manual labour; 
whether such officer, musician, soldier, marine or seaman, served as a 
volunteer, in any proper service against the common enemy, or belong
ed to a detachment of the militia, which served against the common 
enemy, or to the regular forces of the United States, or of any particular 
state, he shall, upon substantiating his claim, in the manner herein after 
described, be placed on the pension list of the United States, during 
life, or the continuance of such disability, and be entitled, under the 
regulations herein after mentioned, to receive such sum as shall be 
found just and proper, by the testimony adduced. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That in substantiating such claim, 
the following rules and regulations shall be complied with, thnt is to 
say: All evidence shall be taken on oath or affirmation, before the judge 
of the district, or one of the judges of the territory in which such 
claimant resides, or before some person specially authorized by commis
sion from said judge. 

Decisive disability, the effect of a known wound or wounds, received 
while in the actual service and line of duty against the common enemy, 
during the revolutionary war, must be proved by the affidavit of the com
manding officer of the regiment, corps, company, ship, vessel, or craft, in 
which such claimant served ; or of two other credible witnesses to the 
same effect, setting forth the time when, and place where, such known 
wound or wounds were received; and particularly describing the same. 

The nature of such disability, and in what degree it prevents the 
claimant from obtaining his subsistence, must be proved by the affidavit 
of some reputable physician or surgeon, stating his opinion either from 
his own knowledge and acquaintance with the claimant, or from an 
examination of such claimant on oath or affirmation; which when 
necessary for that purpose, shall be administered to said claimant by said 
judge or commissioner. And the said physician or surgeon, in his 
affidavit, shall particularly describe the wound or wounds from whence 
the disability appears to be derived. 

Every claimant must 1;rove, by at least one credible witness, that he 
continued in service durmg the whole time for which he was detached, 
or for which he engaged, unless he was discharged, or left the service in 
consequence of some derangement of the army, or in consequence of 
his disability resigned his commission; or was after his disability in 
captivity or on parole, until the close of the revolutionary war. And in 
the same manner must prove his mode of life and employment since he 
left the service, and the place or places where he has since resided, and 
his place of residence, at the time_ of taking such testimony. 

Every claimant shall, by his nffidavit, give satisfactory reasons why he 
did not make application for a pension before, and that he is not on the 
pension list of any state; and the judge or commissioner shall certify in 
writing, his opinion of the credibility of the witnesses, whose affidavitii 
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he shall take, in all those cases, where by this act it is said the proof 
shall be made by a credible witness or witnesses. And also, that the 
examining physician or surgeon is reputable in his profession. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said judge of the dis
trict, or person by him commissioned as aforesaid, shall transmit a list 
of such claims, accompanied by the evidence, affidavits, certificates, and 
proceedings had thereon in pursuance of this act, noting particularly the 
clay on which the testimony was closed before him, to the secretary for 
the department of war, that the same may be compared with muster 
rolls, or other documents in his office: and the said secretary shall make 
a statement of all such cases, which, together with all the testimony, he 
shall from time to time transmit to Congress, with such remarks as he 
may think proper, that Congress may be enabled to place such claimants 
on the pension list as shall be found entitled to the privilege. And it 
shall be the duty of the judge, or commissioner aforesaid, to permit each 
claimant to take a transcript of the evidence and proceedings had 
respecting his claim, if he shall desire it, and to certify the same to be 
correct. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every pension, or increase 
thereof, by virtue of this act, shall commence on the day when the 
claimant shall have completed his testimony, before the authority proper 
to take the same. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That an increase of pension may 
be allowed to persons, already placed upon the pension list of the United 
States, for disabilities caused by known wounds received during the 
revolutionary war, in all cases where justice shall require the same: 
Provided, that the increase, when added to the pension formerly received, 
shall in no case exceed a full pension. 

Every invalid making application for this purpose, shall be examined 
by two reputable physicians or surgeons, to be authorized by commis
sion from the judge of the district, where such invalid resides; who 
shall report in writing, on oath or affirmation, their opinion of the nature 
of the applicant's disability, and in what degree it prevents him from 
obtaining a subsistence by manual labour, which report shall be trans
mitted by said physicians or surgeons, to the secretary for the department 
of war; who shall compare the same with the documents in his office, 
and shall make a statement of all such cases, which, together with the 
original report, he shall from time to time transmit to Congress, with 
such remarks as he may think proper, that they may be enabled to do 
justice to such pensioners. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That a full pension given by this 
act to a commissioned officer, shall be one half of the monthly pay 
legally allowed, at the time of incurring said disability, to his grade in 
the forces raised by the United States; and the proportions, less than a 
full pension, shall be the correspondent proportions of said half pay; 
and a full pension to a non-commissioned officer, musician, soldier, 
marine, or seaman, shall be five dollars a mopth, and the, proportions 
Jess than a full pension, shall be the like proportions of five dollars a 
month ; but no pension of a commissioned officer shall be calculated at 
a higher rate than the half pay of a lieutenant colonel. 

SEc. 7. And be it furthc1· enacted, That the pensions, or increase 
thereof, which may be allowed by this act, shall be paid in the same 
manner as pensions to invalids, who have been heretofore placed on the 
pension list, are now paid, and under such restrictions and regulations, 
in all respects, as are prescribed by law. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage 
of this act, no sale, transfer, or mortgage of the whole or any part of the 
pension, payable to any non-commissioned officer, musician, soldier, 
marine, or seaman, before the same becomes due, shall he valid. And 
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every person claiming such pension or any part thereof, under power of 
attorney or substitution, shall, before the same is paid, make oath or 
affirmation, before some magistrate, legally authorized to take the same, 
a copy of which, attested by said magistrate, shall be lodged with the 
person who pays said pension; that such power or substitution is not 
given by reason of any transfer of such pension, or part thereof. And 
any person who shall swear or affirm falsely in the premises, and be 
thereof convicted, shall suffer as for wilful and corrupt perjury. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That all laws of the United States 
heretofore passed, so far as they authorize persons to be placed on the 
pension list of the United States, for, and in consequence of, disabilities 
derived from known wounds received in the revolutionary war, shall be, 
and they are hereby repealed : Provided, that nothing in this repealing 
clause shall injure, or in any way affect those persons already upon the 
pension "list of the United States; and that the secretary for the depart
ment of war shall proceed upon the testimony which has been trans
mitted to him by any claimant, before the passage of this act, in the 
same manner as though this act had never passed. 

SEc. IO. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act, so far as it autho
rizes the admission of persons upon the pension list of the United States, 
shall remain in force for and during the space of six years from the pas
sage thereof, and no longer: Provided, that this limitation shall not 
affect or impair the right of any invalid who may have completed his 
testimony in the manner prescribed by this act before this limitation 
commences its operation, but which has not been transmitted to the 
secretary for the department of war. 

APPROVED, April IO, 1806. 

April 15, 1806. CHAP. XXVI.-h'n Jl.ct to authorize t!te &cretary rf War to issue land war
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rants; and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be authorized to issue military land warrants, to such persons as have or 
shall, before the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, produce to him satisfactory evidence of the validity of their 
claims; which warrants, with those heretofore issued, and not yet satis
fied, shall, and may be located in the names of the holders or proprietors 
thereof, at any time prior to the first day of October, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, on any unlocated parts of the fifty quarter townships, 
and the fractional quarter townships, reserved by law, for original holders 
of military land warrants. 

Surveyor-ge
neral to cause 
sun·evs to be 
made' or the 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyor-general, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to cause to be surveyed so much of the fifty quarter townships, and the 

quarter town- fractional quarter townships aforesaid, as have been, or hereafter may 
ships. be located a!)cording to law, in conformity with the locations made on 

STATUTF: I. 

April 15, 1806. 

Operation of 
the sixth condi-

the plats of the said quarter townships: Provided, the whole expense 
of surveying the same shall not exceed three dollars for every mile 
actually surveyed. 

APPROVED, April 15, 1806. 

CHAP, XXVIII.-JJ.n .!let to suspend the sale rf certain lands in the state ef Ohio, 
and the Indiana territory.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the operation of the 

(a.) See note to act of May 18, 1796, chap. 30, ,·ol. i. 464. 
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sixth condition of the fifth section of the act, intituled "An act to 
amend the act, intituled An act providing for the sale of the lands of 
the United States northwest of the Ohio, and above the.mouth of Ken
tucky river," b_e, and the same is hereby suspended until the first day of 
October next, m favour of such purchasers of lands under the said act 
who_sha~l exhibit satisf~ctorr pr?ofto the register and receiver ofpubli~ 
momes m the respective d1stncts where they reside, that they were 
actual settlers on the land so purchased, at the time of passing this act. 

APPROVED, April 15, 1806. 
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Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House <if Representatives of tl1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fif
teenth day of November next, it shall not be lawful to import into the 
United States, or the territories thereof, from any port or place situated 
in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any of the colonies or dependencies 
of Great Britain, any goods, wares or merchandise, of the following de
scription, that is to say: 

All articles of which leather is the material of chief value. 
All articles of which silk is the material of chief value. 
All articles of which hemp or flax is the material of chief value. 
All articles of which tin or brass is the material of chief value, tin 

in sheets excepted; woollen cloths whose invoice prices shall exceed five 
shillings sterling per square yard; woollen hosiery of all kinds; window 
glass, and all other manufactures of glass; silver and plated wares; pa
per of every description; nails and spikes; hats; clothing ready made; 
millinery of all kinds; playing cards; beer, ale and porter; and pictures 
and prints. 

Nor shall it be lawful to import into the United States, or the terri
tories thereof, from any foreign port or place whatever, any of the above
mentioned goods, wares or merchapdise, being of the growth, produce 
or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, or any of the colonies or 
dependencies of Great Britain: Provided liowever, that no articles which 
shall within fifteen months after the passing of this act, be imported 
from any place beyond the Cape of Good Hope, on board any vessel 
cleared out before the passing of this act, from any port within the United 
States or the territories thereof, for the said Cape of Good Hope, or any 
place beyond the same, shall be subject to the prohibition aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That whenever any article or 
articles, the importation of which is prohibited by this act, shall, after 
the said fifteenth day of November next, be imported into the United 
States, or the territories thereof, contrary_ to the true intent and meaning 
of this act, or shall, after the said fifteenth day of November next, be 
put on board any ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, with intention of 
importing the same into the United States, or the territories thereof, all 
such articles, as well as all other articles on board the' same ship or ves
sel, boat, raft or carriage, belonging to the owner of such prohibited 
articles, sh,dl be forfeited, and the owner thereof shall moreover forfeit 
and pay treble the value of such articles. 

SEc. 3. And be it farther enacted, That if any article or articles, 
the importation of which is prohibited by this act, shall, after the said 
fifteenth day of November next, be put on board any ship or vessel, boat, 
raft or carriage, with intention to import the same into the United States, 
or the territories thereof, contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, and with the knowledge of the owner or master of such ship 
or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, such ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, 
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shall be forfeited, and the owner and master thereof sl1all moreover each 
forfeit and pay treble the value of such articles. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtltcr enacted, That if any article or articles, 
the importation of which is prohibited by this act, and which shaII never
theless be on board any ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, arriving 
after the said fifteenth day of November next, in the United States, or 
the territories thereof, shall be omitted in the manifest, report or entry 
of the master, or the person having the charge or command of such 
ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, or shall be omitted in the entry of 
the goods owned by the owner, or consigned to _the consignee of such 
articles, or shall be imported, or landed, or attempted to be imported or 
landed, without a permit, the same penalties, fines and forfeitures shall 
be incurred, and may be recovered, as in the case of similar omission 
or omissions, landing, importation, or attempt to land or import, in 
relation to articles liable to duties on their importation into the United 
States. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That every collector, naval officer, 
surveyor, or other officer of the customs, shall have t}le like power and 
authority to seize goods, wares and merchandise imported contrary to 
the intent and meaning of this act, to keep the same in custody until 
it shall have been ascertained whether the same have been forfeited, or 
not, and to enter any ship or vessel, dwelling-house, store, building or 
other place, for the purpose of searching for and seizing any such goods, 
wares and merchandise, which he or they now have by law, in relation 
to goods, wares and merchandise subject to duty; and if any person or 
persons shall conceal or buy any goods, wares or merchandise, knowing 
them to be liable to seizure by this act, such person or persons shall, on 
conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a i,um double the amount or value of 
the goods, wares and merchandise so concealed or purchased. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the following additions shall 
be inserted to the oath or affirmation taken by the masters or persons 
having the charge or command of any ship or vessel arriving at any 
port of the United States, or the territories thereof, after the said fifteenth 
day of November next, viz: "I further swear ( or affirm) that there are 
not to the best of my knowledge and belief on board (insert the denomi
nation and name of the vessel) any goods, wares or merchandise, the 
importation of which into the United States, or the territories thereof, 
is prohibited by law. And I do further swear (or affirm) that if I shall 
hereafter discover or know of any such goods, wares or merchandise on 
board the said vessel, or which shall have been imported in the same, I 
will immediately, and without delay, make due report thereof to the col
lector of the port of this district." 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the following addition be 
inserted after the said fifteenth day of November next, to the oath or 
affirmation taken by importers, consignees or agents, at the time of 
entering goods imported into the United States, or the territories there
of, viz. "I also swear ( or affirm) that there are not to the best of my 
knowledge and belief amongst the said goods, wares and merchandise 
imported or consigned as aforesaid, any goods, wares or merchandise, 
the importation of which into the United States, or the territories thne
of, is prohibited by law. And I do further swear ( or affirm) that if 
I shall hereafter discover any such goods, wares or merchandise, amongst 
the said goods, wares and merchandise, imported or consigned as afore
said, I will immediately, and without delay, report the same to the col
lector of this district." 

SEC 8. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
arising under this act may be sued for and recovered, and shall be dis
tributed and accounted for in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled 
'' An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage:" 
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a~d su~h ~enalties and forfeitures may ?e examined, mitigated or re
mitted m like manner, and under the like conditions, regulations and 
restrictions as are prescribed, authorized and directed by the act, inti
tuled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, 
penalties and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned." 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CHAP. XXX.-Jln .fJct supplementary to the act making provision for the pay
ment rf claims rf citizens ef the United States on the government of lrance. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of- the 
Treasury shall cause to be paid, at the treasury of the United States, 
the amount of certain claims of citizens of the United States against 
the government of France, arising from the Bordeaux embargo, in con
formity with a certified list of liquidations, attested by the minister of 
the public treasury of France, and transmitted by the minister plenipo
tentiary of the United States, at Paris, to the said secretary; which 
payments shall qe made for such sums, respectively, as are stated in the 
above-mentioned list of liquidations, to such persons, respectively, as 
the accounting officers of the treasury shall determine to be rightfully 
entitled to the same, and out of the monies heretofore appropriated for 
the purpose of discharging the claims of citizens of the United States 
against the government of France, the payment of which was assumed 
by the government of the United States, by virtue of the convention of 
the thirtieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and three. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CHAP. XXXI.-An .'Jct to authorize the state ef Tennessee to issue grants and 
pe1Ject titles to certain land.s therein described, and to settle tlte claims to the 
vacant and unappropriated lands within the same.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of defin
ing the limits of the vacant and unappropriated lands in the state of 
Tennessee, hereafter to be subject to the sole and entire disposition of 
the United States, the following line be, and hereby is established, to 
wit: beginning at the place where the eastern or main branch of Elk 
river shall intersect the southern boundary line of the state of Tennes: 
see ;. from thence running due north, until said line shall intersect the 
northern or main branch of Duck river; thence down the waters of 
Duck river, to the military boundary line, as established by the seventh 
section of au act of the state of North Carolina, intituled "An act for 
the relief of the officers and soldiers of the continental line, and for 
other purposes;" (passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three) thence with the military boundary line, west to the place 
where it intersects the Tennessee river; thence down the waters of the 
river Tennessee, to the place where the same intersects the northern 
boundary line of the state of Tennessee. 
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(a) The state of North Carolina, by her act of cession of the western lands, of 1789, recited in the 
act of Congress of April 2, 1790, chap. 6, vol. i. page 106, accepting that cession, and by her act of 
1803, chap. 3, ceding to Tennessee the right to issue grants, has parted with her right to issue grants for 
lands within tho state of Tennessee, upon entries made before the cession. Burton's lessee v. Williams, 
et al., 3 Wheat. 529; 4 Cond. Rep. 315. 

Under the cession act, ratified by the act of Congress, the United States held the domain of the vacant 
lands in Tennessee, subject to the right which North Carolina retained, of perfecting the inchoate titles 
created under her laws. Ibid. 

But it seems that the holder of such a grant must resort to the equity jurisdiction of the United States 
for relief. Ibid. 

After the cession of land by North Carolina to the United States, the former had no right to grant those 
lands to any grantee who had not an incipient title before the cession. Polk's lessee v. Wendall, 9 
Cranch, 87; 3 Cond. Rep. 286. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That upon the senators and repre
sentatives from the state of Tennessee, by au instrument signed and 
sealed by them respectively, making known, that in pursuance of the 
power in them vested, by an act of the general assembly of the state of 
Tennessee, intituled "An act to appoint agents to settle the dispute 
between this state and the United States, relative to the vacant and 
unappropriated lands within this state, and to procure the relinquishment 
of the claim of the United States to the same," and by a resolution of 
the senate and house of representatives of the said state of Tennes
see, passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, as instruc
tions therein; they do, for, and in behalf of the state of Tennessee, 
and in consideration of the provisions made in this act, agree and 
declare, that all right, title, and claim, which the state of Tennessee 
hath to the lands lying west and south of the line, hereiu before estab
lished within the limits of the state of Tennessee, shall thereafter for 
ever cease; and that the lands aforesaid shall be and remain at the sole 
and entire disposition of the United States, and shall be exempted from 
every disposition or tax made by order, or under the authority of the 
state of Tennessee, while the same shall remain the property of the 
United States, and for the term of five years after the same shall be 
sold ; which said instrument shall be approved by the Senate of the 
United States, and entered at large in their journal, and deposited in the 
office of the Secretary of State. The United States do thereupon cede 
and convey to the state of Tennessee, all right, title and claim, which 
the United States have to the territory of the lands lying east and north 
of the line herein before established, within the limits of the state of 
Tennessee, subject to the same conditions as are contained in the act 
of the general assembly of the state of North Carolina, intituled "An 
act for the purpose of ceding to the United States of America, certain 
western lands therein described." And the said state of Tennessee 
shall thereupon have as full power and authority to issue grants and 
perfect titles of all lands lying east and north of the before described 
line, within the limits of the said state, as Congress now have, or the 
state of Tennessee might have, by virtue of an act of the state of North 
Carolina, intitule<l "An act to authorize the state of Tennessee to per
fect titles to lands reserved to this state by the cession act," to which 
said act the assent of Congress is hereby given, so far as is necessary 
to carry into effect the objects of this compact; subject nevertheless to 
the following express conditions: that is to say, 

Fms-r. That all entries of lands, rights of location, and warrants of 
surveys, and all interfering location~, which might be removed by the 
aforesaid act of cession of the state of North Carolina, and which are 
good and valid in law, and which were not actually located west and 
south of the herein before described line, before the twenty-fifth qay of 
February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, and all interfering 
grants which are good and valid in law, and which have been located 
east and north of the said line, shall be located, and the titles thereto 
perfected, within the territory hereby ceded to the state of Tennessee. 

SECONDLY. That the state of Tennessee shall appropriate one hun
dred thousand acres, which shall be located in one entire tract, within 
the limits of the lands reserved to the Cherokee Indians, by an act of the 
state of North Carolina, intituled "An act for opening the land-office for 
the redemption of specie and other certificates, and discharging the 
arrears due to the army," passed in the year one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty-three; and shall be for the use of two colleges, one in 
East, and one in West Tennessee, to be established by the legislature 
thereof. And one hundred thousand acres in one tract within the limits 
last aforesaid, for the use of academies; one in each county in said state 
to be established by the legislature thereof; which said several tracts 
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shall be located on lands to which the Indian title has been extinguished 
and subject to the disposition of the legislature of the state, but shall not 
be granted or sold for less than two dollars per acre, and the proceeds 
of the sales of the lands aforesaid, shall be vested in funds for the re
spective uses aforesaid, for ever. And the state of Tennessee shall 
moreover, in issuing grants and perfecting titles, locate six hundred and 
forty acres to every six miles square in the territory hereby ceded, where 
existing claims will allow the same, which shall be appropriated for the 
use of schools for the instruction of children for ever: Provided, that 
nothing contained in this act shall be construed to affect the Indian 
title, or to subject the U nitcd States to the expense of extinguishing the 
same .. ~nd provided als~, that the lowest price of all lands granted or 
sold w1thm the ceded terntory, shall be the same, as shall be established 
by Congress for the lands of the United States: And provided nevertlie
lcss, that the people residing in said state, south of French Broad and 
Holston, and west of Big Pigeon rivers, provided for by the constitution 
of the state of Tennessee, shall be secured in their respective rights of 
occupancy and pre-emption, and shall receive titles for such quantities 
as they may respectively claim, including their improvements, not ex
ceeding six hundred and forty acres each, nor exceeding the quantities 
they have heretofore claimed respectively, according to their conditional 
lines, where such have been established, at a price not less than one 
dollar per acre. And provided further, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to enable any person or persons, until authorized by 
the legislature of the state of Tennessee, to locate any warrant issued 
under the authority of the state of North Carolina, within the limits of 
the lands reserved to the Cherokee Indians, by the fifth section of the 
act of said state, intituled "An act for opening the land-office for the 
redemption of specie and other certificates, and discharging the arrears 
due to the army," passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the territory herein before 
ceded to the state of Tennessee, shall not contain a sufficient quantity 
of land fit for cultivation, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the original act of cession, including the lands within the limits reserved 
by the state of North Carolina, to the Cherokee Indians, to perfect all 
existing legal claims charged thereon by the conditions contained in this 
act of cession, Congress will hereafter provide by law for perfecting such 
as cannot be located in the territory aforesaid, out of the lands lying 
west or south of the before described line. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CnAP, XXXII.-..in .Bet autltorizing a detacltment from tlte MiHtia rf tlte United 
States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and 1-Touse ef Representatives of tltc United 
States '!f America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, at such time as he shall 
deem necessary, to require of the executives of the several states, to take 
effectual measures to organize, arm and equip, according to law, and 
hold in readiness to march at a moment's warning, their respective pro
portions of one hundred thousand militia, officers included; to be ap
portioned by the President of the United States, by the militia returns 
of the last year, in cases where such returns were made, and in cases 
where such returns were not made the last year, by such other data as 
he shall judge equitable. . . 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President may, 1f he 
shall judge it expedient, authorize the executives of the several states, to 
accept, as part of the said detachment, any corps of volunteers, who shall 
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engage to continue in service six months after they arrive at the place 
of rendezvous. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the detachment of militia and 
volunteers aforesaid, shall be officered out of the present militia officers, 
or others, at the option and direction of the constitutional autl1ority in 
each state, respectively; the President of the United States apportioning 
the general officers among the respective states as he may deem proper. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said detachment shall 
not be compelled to serve a longer time than six months after they ar
rive at the place of rendezvous: and that during the time of their 
service, they shall be entitled to the same pay, rations and allowance for 
clothing, that are established by law, as the pay, rations and allowance 
for clothing of the army of the United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to call into actual service any 
part, or the whole of the said detachment, when he shall judge the exi
gencies of the United States require it; if a part of the said detachment 
only shall be called into actual service, they shall be taken from such 
part thereof as the President in his discretion shall deem most proper. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That two millions of dollars be, and 
are hereby appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the pay and subsistence of such part of the said detach
ment as may be called into service. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That an act, intituled "An act 
directing a detachment from the militia of the United States, and for 
erecting certain arsenals," approved the third of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and three, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue, and 
be in force for the term of two years from the passing thereof, and no 
longer. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-.On.Oct making appropriations for the support ef Go!lernment 
fur the year one thousand eigltl hundred and six. 

Be it enact,ed by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure 
of the civil list, in the present year, including the contingent expenses 
of the several departments and officers ; for the compensation of the 
several loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for 
the same; for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of 
the mint establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign 
nations; for the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; 
for the defraying the expenses of surveying the public lands, in the ter
ritories of Indiana and Mississippi; and for satisfying certain miscella
neous claims; the following sums be, and the same hereby are respec
tively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred thousand 
five hundred and eighty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, thirty-two thousand 
dollars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library, and librarian's allowance 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and six, four hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 
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For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em- Specific ap. 
ployed in that department, including the sum of twelve hundred dollars propriations. 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second of l\Iarch, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, 1799, ch. 40. 
twelve thousand five hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
four thousand two hundred dollars. 

For printing and distributing copies of the laws of the first session of 
the ninth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For special messengers charged with despatches, two thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including those engaged on the business 
belonging to the late office of the commissioner of the revenue, twelve 
thousand three hundred dollars. 

For the expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the 
person employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, 
stationery and printing, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars 
and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the office of the auditor of the treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses· in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the register's office, (includ
ing books for the public stock and for the arrangement of the marine 
papers,) two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed for the purpose of making 
drafts of the several surveys of land in the territory of the United States, 
northwest of the river Ohio, and in keeping the books of the treasury in 
relation to the sales of lands at the several land-offices, three thousand 
four hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the stating and printing the 
public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred and six, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps and charts, for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and six, including the expense of two watchmen, and for the 
repair of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental ex
penses, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks -and persons em• 
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

Vo1,, TI.-49 2 K 
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For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses of the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one tb.ousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including a sum of twelve hundred dollars, 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, and for expense of stationery, store rent, and fuel, for the said 
office, four thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expenses incidental to the removal of the purveyor's office to 
Germantown, during the prevalence of the yellow fever in Philadelphia, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and five, one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of seven hundred dollars, in 
addition to the sum of four thousand two hundred dollars, allowed by 
the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand one hundred 
dollars for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
seven lmndred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks, and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's 
office, including a sum of four thousand five hundred and ninety
five dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-nine, thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty-five 
dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c. exclusive of expenses of prosecution, portmanteaus, mail 
locks, and other expenses incident to the department, these being paid 
for by the Postmaster-General, out of the funds of the office, two thou
sand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses incurred by removal of the loan office from New York, 
during the prevalence of the epidemic fever in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and five, one hundred dollars. 

For expenses incurred by removal of the loan office from Philadel
phia, during the prevalence of the epidemic fever, in the year one thou
sand eight hundred and five, one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans, 
and an allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to 
defray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, thirteen thou
sand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis
sioner of loans of the state of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the 
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removal of the offices of the treasury department in the year one thou- Specific ap-
sand eight hundred, to the permanent seat of gov;rnment, two thousand propriations. 
dollars. 

F?r compensation to the surv~yor-general, and the clerks employed 
by h11n, and for expense of stat10nery and other contingencies of the 
surveyor-general's office, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, stationery and other contin
gencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars. 
And two at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed in the different branches of 

melting, coining, carpenter's, mill-wright's, and smith's work, including 
the sum of eight hundred dollars, per annum, allowed to an assistant 
coiner and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron work, 
six thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar 
iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, 
four thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the terri~ 
tory of Orleans, including the sum of two thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars, for the salaries from the first of October to the thirty-first 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and four, fifteen thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the executive offices of 
the said territory, including the sum of eight hundred and fifty dollars, 
a deficiency in the appropriation for one thousand eight hundred and 
five, and for express hire, and compensation of an Indian interpreter, 
three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, five thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, and to make good a deficiency in the appropria
tions for the years one thousand eight hundred and four, and one thou
sand eight hundred and five, five hundred and eighty-two dollars and 
fifty cents. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. . . 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the M1ch1-
gan territory, including a deficiency of two thousand five hundred _and 
seventy-five dollars, in the appropriation for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and five, for the support of the said government, seven thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-five dollars. . 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contmgent expenses 
in the said territory, including the sum of si_x hundred an~ fo~ty dollars, 
to defray similar expenses and others attendmg the orgamzatio~ of the 
government in the year one thousand eight hundred and five, nme hun
dred and ninety dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Lou
isiana territory, including a deficiency of two thousand five hundred and 
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Specific ap- seventy-five dollars in the appropriation for the year O!)e thousand eight 
propriations. hundred and five, for the support of the said government, seven thou

sand seven hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
For expenses ofstationery, office rent and other contingent expe~ses 

in the said territory, for the years one thousand eight hundred and five, 
and one thousand eight hundred and six, five hundred and twenty-five 
dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and 
which are of a nature, according to the usage thereof, to require pay
ment in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 
of state, treasury, war, and navy, and of the general post-office, not 

1799, ch. 40. exceeding, for each department respectively, fifteen per centum, in addi
tion to the sums allowed by the act, intituled " An act to regulate and 
fix the compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-five dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate judges, 
and district judges of the United States, including the chief justice, and 
two associate judges of the district of Columbia; to the attorney gene
ral, and to the judge of the district of Orleans, including a deficiency 
in the appropriation for his compensation in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and four, fifty-,.six thousand four hundred doJJars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attorneys of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and 
Orleans, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures, and 
penalties, and likewise for defraying the expenses of prosecution for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted bythe late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For the payment of an ann\Jity granted to the children of the late 
Colonel John Harding, and Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of 
Congress, passed the fourteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred, 
six hundred dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United States, from the fifth of March one thousand eight hundred 
and six, to the fourth of March one thousand eight Jiundred and seven, 
ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacon1:1, buoys, and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars, and shoals, and certain 
contingent expenses, eighty-one thousand and eighty-eight dollars and 
two cents. 

For the payment of a commission of two and a half per cent. to the ' 
commissioners who superintended the erection of public piers· in the 
river Delaware, four hundred and forty-eight dollars and seventy-one 
cents. 

For fixing b,uoys in Long Island sound, in addition to the sums here
tofore appropriatP-d for .. that object, one thousand three hundred and 
forty-two dollars and thirty-four cents. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, thirty-nine thousand 
and fifty dollars. 

For th.e expenses of the intercourse between the United States and 
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the Barbary powers, including the compensation of the consuls at the Specific ap-
several Barbary powers, forty-nine thousand five hundred dollars. proprintions. 

For the contingent expenses of the intercourse with foreign nations 
twenty-six thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. ' 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, 
fifty thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of carrying into effect the sixth article of 
the British treaty, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for 
that purpose, seven thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

Towards completing the surveys of public lands in the state of Ohio, 
and in the Indiana and Mississippi territories, one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement, at the treasury, and which are of a nature, accord
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the investigation of claims 
under the French convention of the thirtieth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and three, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated 
to that purpose, six thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, seven 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salaries of the agents at London, Paris, and Madrid, for pro
secuting claims in relation to captures, six thousand dollars. 

For the amount admitted at the treasury as due, on the first of Janu
ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, to the legal represent
atives of the late Baron de Beaumarchais, for military stores furnished 
the United States during the late war, including interest on the same, a 
sum not exceeding seventy-nine thousand dollars. 

For exploring the waters of the country ceded by the convention of 
the thirtieth of April, one thousand eight hundred and three, and estab-
1 ishing commerce with the Indian tribes inhabiting the same, five thou
sand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 1790, ch. 34. 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of monies in the treasury, not other-
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CH AP. XXXIV .-.Bn .11.ct making provision for tlte compensation ef witnesses wlt,o 
attended tlte trial ef tlte impeachment of Samuel Chase. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House '!f Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That to every witness sum
moned to attend the trial of the impeachment of Samuel Chase, there 
shall be allowed and paid for every day's attendance upon the said trial 
the sum of three llollars; and also for mileage at the rate of twelve and 
an half cents for every mile distance coming to the city of Washington, 
and returning to the usual place of residence of the witnesses, respec
tively. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the Senate to ascertain and certify the amount due to each 
witness for attendance and mileage; which certificate shall be a suffi
cient voucher to entitle the witness to receive from the treasury of the 
United States the amount certified to be due, unless otherwise ordered 
by the Senate. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of six thousand 
2K2 
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AJJPropriation. dollars be appropriated to defray the expenses to be incurred under the 
provisions of this act, to be paid out of any money in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropr.iated. 
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APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP, XXXV.-.IJn Act in addition to an act, intituled "An act supplementary to 
t!ie act providing for a naval peace establishment, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and J-Iouse ef Representatives <if the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the second and fourth 
sections of "An act providing for a naval peace establishment, and for 
other purposes," be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and ho is hereby authorized to keep in actual service, in time 
of peace, so many of the frigates and other public armed vessels of the 
United States, as in his judgment the nature of the service may require, 
and to cause the residue thereof to be laid up in ordinary in convenient 
ports. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the public armed vessels of 
the United States, in actual service, in time of peace, shall be officered 
and manned, as the President of the United States shall direct; pro
vided that tho officers shall not exceed the following numbers and 
grades, that is to say; thirteen captains, nine masters commandant, 
seventy-two lieutenants, and one hundred and fifty midshipmen: but the 
said officers shall receive no more than half their monthly pay, during 
the time when they shall not be under orders for actual service; and 
provided further, that the whole number of able seamen, ordinary sea
men and boys shall not exceed nine hundred and twenty-five; but the 
President may appoint, for the vessels in actual service, so many sur
geons, surgeon's mates, sailing masters, chaplains, pursers, boatswains, 
gunners, sail makers, and carpenters, as may in his opinion be necessary 
and proper. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP, XXXVI.-An Act for the regulation ef the times ef holding th~ courts ef 
the district ef Columbia, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives efthe United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the circuit court for 
·washington county, in the district of Columbia, shall hereafter com
mence and he held on the first Monday in June in each year, instead of 
the fourth Monday in July, as now fixed by law; and the circuit court 
for Alexandria county, in said district, on the first Monday in July, in
stead of the fourth Monday in June, as now established ; and that the 
circuit court for Washington county, which now stands adjourned to the 
fourth Monday in July next, shall be, and is hereby adjourned to the 
first Monday in June next; and the circuit court for Alexandria county 
shall he adjourned to, and held on the first Monday in July next; and 
that all process whatsoever, now issued, or that may be issued in the 
respective counties of Washington and Alexandria, in said district, 
returnable to the fourth Mondays in June and July next, respectively, or 
!o any part!cular day in the first, second,or other succeeding weeks dur
mg the said terms, as heretofore established, shall be returnable, and 
returned to the first Mondays in June and July next, or to correspond
ing days in the first, second, or other succeeding weeks during the said 
terms, respectively, as now by this Jaw established; and all causes, 
recognizan~es, pleas, and proceedings, civil and criminal, returnable to, 
and dependmg before the said courts, at the respective times of holding 
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the same as heretofore established, shall be returned and continued to 
the said first Monday in June and July next, in the same counties, 
respectively, in the same manner, as if the said causes, recognizances, 
pleas and proceedings, had been regularly returned or continued to the 
said respective times appointed by this act, for holding the said courts. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the act, 
intituled "An act for the relief of insolvent debtors within the district 
of Columbia," shall extend to any debtor who may have been, or here
after shall be arrested and holden to bail in the said district, and who at 
the time of his arrest shall have been a resident in the said district one 
year, next preceding his arrest. 

ArPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. XXXVIII.-An Act continuing in force for a further time, the first section 
,f the act intituled ".9n act further to protect the commerce and seamen ef the 
United States against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftl1e United 
Sates of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of the act passed 
on the twenty-fifth (sixth) day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, intituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen 
of the United St.ates against the Barbary powers," as is contained in the 
first section of the said a·ct, be, and the same hereby is continued in 
force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP, XXXIX.-Jln .Bet supplementary to an act intituled "./1.n act for ascer
taininf!" and adjusting the titles and claims to land, within tlie territory ef Or
leans, ":ind tTte district ef Louisiana," (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person or persons 
claiming a tract of land, by virtue of the second section of the act, to 
which this act is a supplement, and who had commenced an actual set
tlement on such tract, prior to the first day of October, one thousand 
eight hundred, and had continued actually to inhabit and cultivate the 
same, during the term of three years from the time when such actual 
settlement had commenced, and prior to the twentieth day of December, 
eighteen hnndred and three, shall be considered as having made such 
settlement with the permission of the proper Spanish officer, although it 
may not be in the power of such person or persons to produce sufficient 
evidence of such permission. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person or persons 
rightfully claiming a tract of land, not exceeding six hundred and forty 
acres, by virtue of the act, to which this act is a supplement, shall be 
confirmed in his or their claims, if otherwise embraced by the provisions 
of the said act, although the person or persons, under whom the claim 
or claims originated, were not at the time when the same/ originated, 
above the age of twenty-one years: Provided, that the tract of land thus 
claimed, had been for the space of ten consecutive years, prior to the 
twentieth day of December, eighteen hundred and three, in the quiet 
possession of, and actually inhabited and cultivated by such person or 
persons, or for his or their use. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the time fixed by the act to 
which this act is a supplement, for delivering to the register of the 
proper land-office notices in writing, and the written evidences of claims 
to land in the territory of Orleans, be, and the same is hereby extended, 

(a) See notes to act of March 2, 1805, chap. ,26. 
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till the first day of J ;nuary next; and persons delivering such notices 
and evidences, shall be entitled to the same benefits as if the same had 
been delivered ~rior to the first day of March last; but the rights of 
such persons, as shall neglect so doing, within the time limited by this 
act, shall be barred, and the evidences of their claims never after admit
ted as evidence, in the same manner as had been provided by the fourth 
section of the act, to which this act is a supplement, in relation to claims, 
notices, _and written evidences of which, should not be delivered, prior 
to the said first day of March last. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the registers of the land
offices in the territory of Orleans, respectively, be, and they are hereby 
authorized to appoint so many deputies, not exceeding one for each 
county, in their respective districts, as they may think necessary; whose 
duty it shall be to receive, enter, and file notices, and to receive and 
record written evidences of claims to lands lying in the county, or coun
ties, to them respectively assigned, in the same manner as the register 
might do; and also, to transmit to the register the said notices and evi
dences, or such transcripts of abstracts of the same, as the said register, 
or the commissioners, may direct; and generally to do and perform all 
such acts, in relation to such claims, as the said register may direct. 
Persons having claims to land, may deliver the notices and evidences of 
the same, at their option, either to the register of the proper land-office, 
or to his deputy, for the county in which such land lies; and each of the 
said deputies shall be entitled to receive the recording fees, allowed to 
the register, by the act to which this act is a supplement, and in addi
tion thereto, (or a compensation of five hundred dollars in full for all his 
services,) at the rate of one dollar for every claim filed with him, to be 
paid out of the monies appropriated for carrying into effect the act to 
which this act is a supplement. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtliei· enacted, That the commissioners, appointed 
for the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons, claiming lands in 
the territory of Orleans shall, in their respective districts, have the same 
powers, and perform the same duties, in relation to the claims thus filed 
before the first day of January next, as if notice of the same had been 
given before the first day of March last, and as was provided by the act 
to which this act is a supplement, in relation to the claims therein 
described. Transcripts of the decisions of the said commissioners, and 
reports of the claims filed in conformity with the provisions of this act, 
shall be made and transmitted, as was provided by the act to which this 
act is a supplement, in relation to the claims therein described. It shall 
likewise be the duty of the said commissioners, to inquire into the 
nature and extent of the claims which may arise from a right, or supposed 
right, to a double or additional concession on· the back of grants or 
concessions heretofore made, or from grants or concessions heretofore 
made to minors, and not embraced by the provisions of this act, or 
from grants or concessions made by the Spanish government, sub
sequent to the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred, for lands 
which were actually settled and inhabited on the twentieth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and three; and to make a 
special report thereon to the Secretary of the Treasury; which report 
shall be, by him, laid before Congress at their next ensuing session. 
And the lands which may be embraced by such report, shall not be 
otherwise disposed of, until a decision of Congress shall have been had 
thereupon. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That each of the registers afore
said, shall, in addition to his other emoluments, receive a compensation 
of five hundred dollars for the services to be performed, under this act, 
prior to the first day of January next; and each of the commissioners 
aforesaid, shall receive at the rate of six dollars a day for every day's 
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actual attendance on the duties of his office, subsequent to the first day 
of January next : Provided, that the whole amount of compensation thus 
allowed, shall not for any commissioner exceed two thousand dollars: 
And provided also, that the President of the United States may, if he 
shall think proper, reduce, after the first day of January next, the num
ber of commissioners on either or both boards, to one or two persons, 
and in case of such reduction the commissioner or commissioners con
stituting the board, shall have the same powers which are vested by this 
act, or by the act to which this act is a supplement, in the board estab
lished by the act, to which this act is a supplement. The clerk of each 
of the boards shall be entitled to receive at the rate of fifteen hundred 
dollars a year; the translators at the rate of six hundred dollars a year, 
and the agents employed by the Secretary of the Treasury at the rate of 
fifteen hundred dollars a year, from the first day of January next, to the 
time when each board shall respectively be dissolved. Provided, that 
no more than one year's compensation be thus allowed to each of the 
said clerks, translators, and agents: And provided also, that the Secre
tary of the Treasury may discontinue either one or both of said agents,
whenever he shall thillk it proper. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
for the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons, claiming lands in the 
territories of Orleans and Louisiana, be, and they are hereby authorized, if 
they shall think it necessary, for the purpose of obtaining oral evidence, 
either in support of, or in opposition to claims, which evidence could not 
be given at the usual place of their sittings, without oppression to the par
ties or witnesses, to remove their sittings, or to send for that purpose, one 
or more members of the board, to such other place or places, within their 
respective districts, as they may think necessary: And each of the com
missioners going for that purpose, to such other place or places, shall, in 
addition to his compensation, receive at the rate of six dollars for every 
twenty miles, going to and returning from such place or places: Provided, 
that no commissioner shall receive in the whole,on that account, more 
than for the distance, from the usual place of the sittings of the board to 
the extreme settlements within his respective district. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of the.boards aforesaid, 
shall prepare and cause to be prepared, the reports and transcripts, 
which by law they are directed to make to the Secretary of the Trea
sury, in conformity with such forms as he may prescribe; and they shall 
also, in their several proceedings and decisions, conform to such instruc
tions, as the said secretary may, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, transmit to them in relation thereto. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That the surveyor of the public 
lands, south of Tennessee, be, and he is hereby directed to appoint a 
principal deputy for each of the two land districts of the territory of 
Orleans, whose duty it shall be to reside and keep an office in the said 
districts respectively, to execute, or cause to be executed by the other 
deputies, such surveys as have been or may be authorized by law, or as 
the commissioners aforesaid may direct; to file and record all such sur
veys, to form as far as practicable, connected drafts of the lands granted 
in the district, so as to exhibit the lands remaining vacant, and generally 
to perform in such districts respectively, in conformity with the regula
tions and instructions of the said surveyor of the public lands south of 
the state of Tennessee, the duties imposed by law on said surveyor. 
And each of the said principal deputies shall receive an annual compen
sation of five hundred dollars, and in addition thereto, the following fees, 
that is to say : for examining and recording the surveys executed by any 
of the deputies, at the rate of twenty-five cents for every mile of the 
boundary line of such survey; and for a certified copv of any plot of a 
survey in the office, twenty-five cents. 

Vor,, II.-50 

393 

Compensation 
not to exceed 
2000 dollars. 

President may 
reduce the num
ber of commis• 
sioners. 

Salaries of 
officers. 

Proviso. 

Commissioners 
may change the 
places of their 
sessions. 

Compensation 
for travel. 

Proviso. 

Boards to pre. 
pare and make 
reports, &c. &c. 
to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, 
according to 
forms prescrib• 
ed byhim. 

Surveyor of 
public lands 
south of Ten
nessee to ap
point deputies, 
&c. 

Their duties. 

Compensations. 



394 

Receiver of 
public monies 
fbr the western 
district of Or. 
leans may be 
appointed by the 
President, &c. 

His compen. 
sation. 

President may 
authorize a sale 
of public lands 
in the western 
district of Or· 
leans, &c. &c. 

Lands to be 
offered for sale. 

Days of sale 
to be designated 
by the Presi
dent's procla• 
mation. 

lfow long to 
remam open. 

Prices, &c. 
&c. 

Compensation 
to superintend
ents of sales. 

Lands re
maining unso]d 
may be disposed 
of at private 
sale. 

In what man
ner, and on 
what terms. 

Patents how 
to be obtained. 

Locations 
made for Gene
ral La Fayette, 
may be received 
though contain
ing less than 
1000 acres. 

Proviso. 
Survey of the 

coast of the ter
ritory of Orleans 
to be made. 

NINTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 39. 1806. 

SEc. 10. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, whenever he shall think it proper, 
to appoint a receiver of public monies for the western district of the 
territory of Orleans, who shall receive the same annual compensation, 
give security in the same manner and in the same sums, and whose 
duties and authorities shall in every respect be the same in relation to 
the lands which shall hereafter be disposed of at their offices, as are by 
law provided with respect to the receivers of public monies, in the several 
offices established for the disposal of the lands of the United States, 
north of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. And 
the said receiver, and the register of the land-office, for the same district 
shall, whenever the public lands within the same shall be offered for sale, 
be entitled to the same commissions and fees, which are by law respect
ively allowed to the same officers, north of the river Ohio, and above the 
mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 1 I. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall think it proper, 
to direct so much of the public lands lying in the western district of the 
territory of Orleans, as shall have been surveyed in conformity with the 
provisions of the act to which this act is a supplement, to be offered for 
sale. All such land shall, with the exception of the section " number 
sixteen," which shall be reserved in each township for the support of 
schools within the same; with the exception also of an entire township 
to be located by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the use of a seminary 
of learning, and with the exception also of the salt spri11gs, and lands 
contiguous thereto, which by direction of the President of the United 
States, may be reserved for the future [ disposal] of the said States, shaU 
be offered for sale to the highest bidder, under the direction of the re
gister of the land-office, of the receiver of public monies, and of the 
principal deputy surveyor; and on such day or days, as shall, by a public 
proclamation of the President of the United States, he designated for 
that purpose. The sales shall remain open for three weeks and no 
longer; the lands shall be sold for a price not less than that which has 
been, or may be fixed by law, for the public lands in the Mississippi ter
ritory, and shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same size, 
on the same terms and conditions as have been, or may be by law pro
vided for the lands sold in the Mississippi territory. The superinten
dents of the said public sales shall receive six dollars, each, for each 
day's attendance on the said sales. All lands, other than the reserved 
sections, and those excepted as above mentioned, remaining unsold at 
the closing of the public sales, may be disposed of at private sale, by the 
register of the land-office, in the same manner, under the same regula
tions, for the same price, and on the same terms and conditions as are, 
or may be provided by law, for the sale of the lands of the United States 
in the Mississippi territory. And patents shall be obtained for all lands 
granted or sold in the territory of Orleans, in the same manner and on 
the same terms, as is, or may be provided by law for lands sold in the 
Mississippi territory. 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That the location or locations 
of land, which may be made in the territory of Orleans, by Major Gen
eral La Fayette, by virtue of the ninth section of the act to which [this] 
act is a supplement, shall and may be received, though containing Jess 
than one thousand acres: Provided, that no such location or survey shall 
contain less than five hundred acres. 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be authorized to cause a survey to be made of the sea-coast of the 
territory of Orleans, from the mouth of the Mississippi to Vermilion bay 
inclusively, and as much farther westwardly as the President of the 
United States shall direct, atid also of the bays, inlets, and navigable 



NINTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 40. 1806. 

waters connected therewith : Provided, that the expense of such survey 
shall not exceed five thousand dollars. 

SEc. 14. And be it furt!ter enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars, in addition to the sum appropriated by the act to which 
this act is a supplement, and to be paid out of any unappropriated monies 
in the treasury, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purposit 
of carrying this act into effect. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CllAP. XL.-.On .Oct respecting the claims to land in tl,,e Indiana territory and 
state of Ohio.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of tlUJ United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the registers and re
cei vers of public monies of the districts of Vincennes and Kaskaskias, 
respectively, be, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, to lay out one or more 
tracts of land, in their respective districts, for the purpose of locating 
therein, tracts of land granted by virtue of any legal French or British 
grants, or of any resolution or act of Congress: Provided, that the 
tracts thus laid out shall be, whenever practicable, adjoining the tracts, 
which, in conformity with former laws, had been laid out for similar 
purposes by the governors of the northwest or Indiana territories; and 
the tracts thus laid out shall not be otherwise disposed of, unless by 
order of Congress. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That any person or persons enti
tled to grants of land by virtue of any former resolution or act of Con
gress, which are not specifically designated in the patents issued by the 
governors aforesaid, or which have not yet been located, shall have a right 
to locate the same in the tract or tracts, to be laid out in each district, 
respectively, by virtue of the preceding section, the priority of such 
locations shall be determined by lot in presence of the register of the 
land-office, with whom the location shall be entered: and the surveyor
general shall cause the same to be surveyed at the expense of the parties; 
Provided, that all the lands thus located, shall, in each tract laid out for 
that purpose, be laid out in a body, without leaving any intervals of 
vacant land, and shall each be surveyed in the form of a square or of a 
parallelogram, the length of which shall not exceed three times its 
breadth. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the registers and receivers 
aforesaid, shall complete and transmit their reports to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, before the first day of December next. Each of the said 
officers shall be allowed an additional compensation of five hundred 
dollars; and each of the clerks of the respective boards shall be allowed 
an additional compensation of two hundred and fifty dollars, in full for 
his services, as such, in relation to such claims. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public monies in the district of Cincinnati be, and they are hereby 
authorized to grant certificates of a right of pre-emption to any person 
residing on any reserved section ( other than section No. 16) for the 
tract on which he resides, on the applicant's producing satisfactory evi
dence that his claim was within the provisions of the seventh section of 
an act, intituled "An act making provision for the disposal of the public 
lands in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes:" Provided, that 
the person shall exhibit the evidence of his claim, and shall have paid at 
least one twentieth part of the purchase money, on or before the first 
day of August next: And provided also, that such certificates shall not 

(a) See notes to a~t of March 26, 1804, chap. 85. 
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be granted for any lands previously granted or Bold, or for a larger tract 
than a quarter of a section, nor for any other tract than that on which 
he resides, and such land shall be granted at the same price, and on the 
payments being made, as for other public lands sold at private saie. 

ArPRoVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. XLI.-An .llct to regulate and fix the compensation ef clerks, and to au,. 
thorize the laying out certain public roads; and for other purposes. 

Be ii enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the secretaries of state, 
treasury, war, and navy departments, shall be, and they are hereby 
authorized to apportion the compensations for clerks in their respective 
departments, in such manner, as the services to be performed shall, in 
their judgment, require: Provided, that the whole amount of ordinary 
compensations for clerks in the said departments, respectively, shall not 
exceed the following sums, annually, that is to say: 

For the department of state, seven thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For the treasury department, forty-four thousand two hundred and 
twenty-seven dollars and twenty-eight cents, that is to say: in the offi.ce 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, ten thousand two hundred and eighty
nine dollars and eighty-one cents; in the office of comptroller of the 
treasury, nine thousand and sixty-seven dollars; in the office of the 
auditor, eight thousand eight hundred and eleven dollars; in the office 
of the treasurer of the United States, two thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen dollars forty-five cents ; and in the office of the register of the 
treasury, thirteen thousand two hundred and forty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For the department of war, sixteen thousand five hundred and forty 
dollars, that is to say: in the office of the secretary, six thousand three 
hundred and forty dollars; in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, eight thousand five hundred dollars; and in the office of 
the purveyor of public supplies, one thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the department of the navy, twelve thousand nine hundred dollars, 
that is to say: in the office of the secretary, four thousand nine hundred 
dollars; and in the office of the accountant of the navy department, 
eight thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Postmaster-General of 
the United States shall be, and hereby is authorized to appoint such 
number of clerks in his office, as he shall judge proper, and to apportion 
their compensations in such manner as the services to be rendered by 
each shall, in his judgment, require: Provided, that the whole amount 
of ordinary compensations for clerks in the said office, shall not exceed 
the sum of nine thousand three hundred and forty-five dollars, annually. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the director of the mint be, 
and he is hereby authorized to allow to one of the clerks employed in 
his office, seven hundred dollars per annum; and the said director is 
hereby authorized to expend the further sum of one thousand dollars, 
annually, in clerk hire, in such manner as his discretion shall dictate. 
And the surveyor-general i1< hereby allowed to expend twelve hundred 
dollanJ, ~nnually, for clerk hire. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to the 
commissioners of loans, in the states of Massachusetts and New York, 
respectively, not exceeding five clerks, at the rate of five hundred dollars, 
each, per annum : to the commissioner of loans in Connecticut, not 
exceeding two clerks, at the rate of four hundred dollars, each, per 
annum: to the commissioner of Joans in Pennsylvania, not exceeding 
six clerks, at the rate of five hundred dollars, each, annually: to the 
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commissioners of loans in Virginia and South Carolina, respectively 
not exceeding two clerks, at the rate of five hundred dollars, each, annu: 
ally: the aggregate of compensations for clerks employed by either of 
said commissioners, to be apportioned among them at his discretion. 
And there shall be annually allowed in lieu of clerk hire, to the com
missioner of loans in the state of New Hampshire, three hundred and 
fifty dollars: to the commissioner of loans in the state of Rhode Island 
four hundred dollars: to the commissioner of loans in the state of NeV: 
Jersey, three hundred dollars: and to the commissioner of loans in the 
state of Maryland, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the compensations allowed 
by this act to clerks, shall commence with the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seven ; and it shall be the duty of the secretaries for the 
departments of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the Postmaster
General, and surveyor-general, and of the commissioners of loans in the 
several states, to report to Congress, at the beginning of each year, the 
names of the clerks they have employed, respectively, in the preceding 
year, and the sum given to each; and whether the business for clerks 
increases or diminishes in their respective departments, that Congress 
may be enabled to make farther arrangements by law, respecting clerk 
hire. And it shull be the. duty of the Secretary of the Treasury parti
cularly to report, whether the business in the loan office of Pennsylvania 
shall, from year to year, continue to require the additional sum of two 
thousand dollars allowed by this act for clerk hire, in consequence of 
the removal of the treasury office from Philadelphia, in eighteen hundred, 
to the permanent seat of government; and likewise he shall report the 
necessity, if such shall continue, of employing clerks on the business 
belonging to the office of the late commissioner of the revenue. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That hereafter, in case of the re
moval of any public office, by reason of sickness, which may prevail in 
the town or city where such office is located, a particular account of the 
cost of such removal shall be laid before Congress, that they may be 
enabled to judge of the proper sum to be allowed for the same. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to cause to be opened a road 
from the frontier of Georgia, on the route from Athens to New Orleans, 
till the same intersects the thirty-first degree of north latitude: Provided, 
he shall not expend more than six thousand four hundred dollars in 
opening the same. And to cause to be opened a road or roads through 
the territory lately ceded by the Indians to the United States, from the 
river Mississippi to the Ohio, and to the former Indian boundary line 
which was established by the treaty of Grenville: Provided, he shall not 
expend, in opening the same, more than six thousand dollars. And to 
cause to be opened a road from Nash ville, in the state of Tennessee, to 
Natchez, in the Mississippi territory: Provided, he shall not expend 
more than six thousand dollars in opening the same. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That to defray the expense autho
rized by this act beyond the appropriation for the support of government, 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and six, there is hereby appro
priated a sum not exceeding twenty-eight thousand dollars, payable out 
of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. And that the 
act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks," 
which passed on the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, shall, from and after the first day of January next, be, 
and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 
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CHAP. XLlI.-.!ln .!let making appropriations for tlw support qf tl,e Navy if the 
United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and six. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and six, the following sums be, and the same are hereby 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, two 
hundred and ninety-one thousand one hundred and nineteen dollars. 

For provisions, one hundred and fifty-seven thousand two hundred 
and fifty-four dollars and thirty-four cents. 

For medicine, instruments and hospital stores, seven thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, store rent, pay of armorers, freight and other 
contingent expenses, four hundred and eleven thousand nine hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions for 
those on shore, and forage for the staff, sixty-six thousand and twenty
eight dolhtrs and ten cents. 

For clothing for the same, fourteen thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand one hundred and thirty
five dollars. 

For medicine, medical services, hospital stores, and all other expenses 
on account of the sick, belonging to the marine corps, one thousand one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For quartermaster's and barrack master's stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorer's and carpenter's bills, fuel, premium for enlisting, 
musical instruments, bounty to music, and other contingent expenses, 
eight thousand one hundred and forty-five dollars. 

For the expense of navy yards, docks and other improvements, the 
pay of superintendents, store-keepers, clerks and labourers, sixty thou
sand dollars. 

For ordnance, fifty thousand dollars. 
For completing the marine barracks, at the city of Washington, three 

thousand five hundred dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein 

specifically appropriated, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. XLIII.-.Bn /Jct to provide for the adjustment of titles if land in the 
town if Detroit and territory qf Michigan, and for other pttrposes.(a) 

Be it enacted b_y tlte Senate and House of Representatives eftlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the governor and the 
judges of the territory of Michigan shall be, and they, or any three of them, 
are hereby authorized to lay out a town, including the whole of the old 
town of Detroit, and ten thousand acres adjacent, excepting such parts 
as the President of the United States shall direct to be reserved for the 
use of the military department, and shall hear, examine, and finally adjust 
all claims to lots therein, and give deeds for the same. And to every 
person, or the legal representative or representatives of every person, 
who not owning or professing allegiance to any foreign power, and being 
above the age of seventeen years, did on the eleventh day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and five, when the old town of Detroit was 

(a) See notes to act of March 3, 1807, chap. 34. 
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burnt, own or inhabit a house in the same, there shall be granted by the 
governor and the judges aforesaid, or any three of them, and where they 
shall judge most proper, a lot not exceeding the quantity of five thousand 
square feet. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the land remaining of the 
said ten thousand acres, after satisfying claims provided for by the pre
ceding section, shall be disposed of by the governor and judges afore
said, at their discretion, to the best advantage, who are hereby author
ized to make deeds to purchasers thereof, and the proceeds of the lands 
so disposed of, shall be applied by the governor and judges aforesaid, 
towards building a courthouse and jail in the town of Detroit, and the 
said governor and judges are required to make a report to Congress, in 
writing, of their proceedings under this act. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP, XLIV.-.Bn .!let making a further appropriation iowai·ds completing the 
south wing of the Capitol, at the city ef Washington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
forty thousand dollars, shall be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to 
he applied under the direction of the President of the United States, 
towards completing the south wing of the Capitol, at the city of Wash
ington, which said sum shall be paid out of any money in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP, XL V .-.Rn .Bet lo amend, in the cases therein mentioned, the ".fl.ct to regu
late the collection ef duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the " Act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage," as requires the 
collector for the district of Great Egg Harbor, in the state of New Jer
sey, to reside at Somer's Point, be, and the same hereby is repealed; and 
the said collector shall reside at such place within said district, as may 
be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the town or landing place 
of Darien, on the Alatamaha river, in the state of Georgia,.shall be a port 
of delivery, to be annexed to the district of Brunswick, and shall be 
subject to the same regulations and restrictions as other ports of delivery 
in the United States; and a surveyor shall be appointed to reside at the 
said port of delivery, who shall be entitled to receive one hundred dollars, 
annual salary, together with the other emoluments of office, as fixed by 
existing laws. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That Ocracocke inlet, in North 
Carolina, together with Shell Castle and Beacon islands, and all the 
shores, islands, shoals, bays and waters within two miles of the shores 
of said inlet, on each side thereof, shall be a district, to be called the 
district of Ocracocke; the President of the United States shall be autho
rized to designate such place in the said district, as he shall think pro
per, to be the port of entry ; and a collector for said district shall be ap
pointed to reside at such port of entry, who, in addition to his other 
emoluments, shall be entitled to receive the salary now allowed to the 
surveyor of Beacon island, and no other; and shall also perform the duties 
heretofore enjoined by law on the said surveyor; but no duties shall be 
paid, or secured to be paid, in the said district of Ocracocke, on any 
articles intended for any other port connected with the waters of the 

309 

were citizens or 
the United 
States. 

Land undis• 
posed of accord· 
ing to the pre. 
ceding section 
to be sold by 
the governor 
and judges. 

STATUTE f. 

April 21, 1806. 

Specific ap. 
propriation. 

STATUTE r. 

April 21, 1806. 

1799, ch. 22. 
Collector of 

Great Egg Har. 
bor may re. 
side any where 
in his district 
approved of by 
the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Town of Da. 
rien in Georgia 
made a port of 
delivery, to be 
annexed to the 
district of 
Brunswick. 

Ocracocke in
let in North Car. 
olina, made the 
district of " 0-
cracocke." 

Port of entry 
to be designat. 
ed by the Presi. 
dent. 

Collector to 
reside there. 

His compen. 
sation. 

Duties on 
what articl~s to 
be laid and col
lected. 



400 

Office of' sur
veyor of Beacon 
island abolish• 
ed. 

1799, ch. 22. 

STATUTE J. 

April 21, 1806, 

1803, ch. 27. 
Persons losing 

their lands un • 
der pre-emption 
certificates en· 

• titled to others. 

Interfering 
claims under 
British paten ts 
and certificates 
from the com· 
missioners, how 
to be settled. 

Proviso. 

Rights ofpre• 
emption to 
lands in the 
Mississippi tcr· 
ritory by what 
time to be paid 
for. 

Penalty of ne. 
glect of pay. 
men!. 

Compensation 
of commission .. 
ers. 

Proviso. 

NINTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Ca. 46. 1806. 

said inlet of Ocracocke, such only excepted as may be cast away within 
the said district. The office of surveyor of Beacon island shall be hence
forth abolished, and the masters or commanders of every ship or vessel 
coming in at Ocracocke inlet, and intending to unlade her cargo, or any 
part thereof, at any port, other than the district of Ocracocke, connected 
with the waters of the said inlet, as well as the masters or commanders 
of all lighters or coasting vessels, who shall receive goods, wares or mer
chandise, to be transported to any such port, shall be bound to exhibit 
their reports and manifests to the said collector, and to perform all the 
other duties, which, by the eighteenth section of the act, intituled "An 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage," they 
are now bound to perform, under similar circumstances, in the inlet afore
said. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. XL VI.-.On .11.ct in addition to an act, intituled ".lln act regulating the 
grants of land and providing for tl,e disposal o/ the lands o/ the United States, 
south <if the state ef Tennessee." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever any person 
who shall have received pre-emption certificates from either of the boards 
of commissioners, appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the rights 
of persons to lands in the Mississippi territory, shall, by a final judgment 
or decree of the highest court of law, or equity, in which a decision 
could be had, within the said territory, rendered in favour of another per
son claiming by virtue of a British patent, lose the whole or part of the 
tract of land to which he was entitled by virtue of such certificate, it shall 
be lawful for the receiver of public monies for the district where the land 
lies, to repay to such person or his assigns, so much of the purchase 
money as had been paid by him for the land thus recovered, by the 
holder of the British patent. 

In all cases where only a part of a tract of land, to which any person 
may be entitled by virtue of a certificate granted by the commissioners 
aforesaid, is also claimed by the holder of a British patent, a patent may 
issue in favour of the owners of such certificate, for so much of such tract 
of land as is not claimed by virtue of such British patent: Provided, that 
he shall in every other respect have complied with the provisions of the 
acts of Congress, regulating the grants of land in the Mississippi terri
tory. And the lands contained in British grants, which have been duly 
recorded in conformity with the provisions of former laws, and for 
which certificates have not been granted by the commissioners aforesaid, 
shall not be disposed of until otherwise directed by Congress. 

S:f:c. 2. And be it further enacted, That persons entitled to a right 
of pre-emption to lands in the Mississippi territory, by virtue of certifi
cates granted by either of the boards of commissioners aforesaid, shall be 
allowed till the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven, to make the first payment of the purchase money of such lands : 
and if any such person shall neglect to make such first payment, on or 
before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and seven, 
his right of pre-emption shall cease and become void. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That each of the commissioners 
appointed to ascertain the claims to lands in the above.mentioned terri
tory, west of Pearl river, shall be allowed at the rate of six dollars for 
every day he shall attend, subsequent to the first day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and six: Provided, that such additional allow
ance shall not exceed five hundred dollars for each commissioner; and 

(a.) Sec act of March 3, 1803, chap. 27. 
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the agent appointed in behalf of the United States for the said board 
shall be allowed an additional compensation of three hundred and fifty 
dollars for the whole of his services. And the register and receiver of 
public monies, in each of the districts of the above-mentioned territory, 
shall, and they are hereby authorized, in their districts, respectively, and 
after the dissolution of the board of commissioners for their district, to 
regulate the location of any tract of land lying within such district, for 
which a certificate shall have been granted by the commissioners, when
ever it shall appear that the location specified in such certificates, inter
fere with each other, or do not include the improvements, by virtue of 
which such certificates were granted: Provided, that the said register 
and receiver shall not be authorized to allow any location on land not 
improved and settled, in the manner provided by the former acts of Con
gres~, regulating the grants of land in the above-mentioued territory; 
nor to allow, in any case, a greater quantity of land than had been al
lowed by the commissioners. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That whenever it shall appear to 
the satisfaction of the register and receiver of the district, east of Pearl 
river, that the settlement and occupancy, by virtue of which a pre-emp
tion certificate had l)een granted by the commissioners, had been made 
and taken place, prior to the 30th day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, they shall be authorized to grant to the party 
a donation certificate, in lieu of such pre-emption; and the patent shall 
issue as in other cases of donations: Provideµ, that application shall be 
made for such an exchange, and evidence produced of the date of such 
settlement and occupancy, on or before the thirty-first day of December 
next. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the right of the United States, 
to all the land lying between the front street of the city of Natchez and 
the Mississippi river, and bounded on the north by north Fourth street, 
and the land granted to Stephen Minor, and on the south, by the lands 
annexed to the old fort, and those granted to William Barlaud, be, and 
the same hereby is, for ever vested in the corporation of said city, so as 
not to affect the legal or equitable claims of any individuals, or of any 
body politic, or corporate, if any such there be: Provided, that the said 
land, as above described, be neither cultivated nor occupied by buildings, 
but that it be planted with trees, and preserved as a common, for the 
use, comfort, and health of the inhabitants of the city aforesaid, and all 
other persons who may occasionally resort thither. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That whenever the section No. 
16, shall fall upon land already granted, by virtue of any act of Congress, 
or claimed by virtue of a British grant, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall locate another section, in lieu thereof, for the use of schools, which 
location shall be made in the same township, if there be any other 
vacant section therein, and otherwise, in an adjoining township. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That Richard Sparks be permit
ted to enter with the register of the land-office, for the district west of 
Pearl river, his claim to three hundred and twenty acres of land, lying 
within said district; and that Richard S. Bryan, and George Brewer, 
senior, be permitted to enter with the register of the land-office, for the 
district east of Pearl river, their certificate of a right of pre-emption for 
three hundred and twenty acres of land, lying within the district last 
mentioned: and such entry of the claim of the said Richard Sparks shall 
have the same effect, as if it had been made prior to the first day of De
cember, ohe thousand eight hundred and four, and such entry of the 
certificate of the said Richard S. Bryan and George Brewer, senior, 
shall have the same effect as if it had been made within three months 
from the time it was issued. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 
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CHAP. XLVII.-.lln JI.ct for fortifying the ports and harbors ef the United States, 
and for building Gun Boats. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That ,a sum of money, not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated, shall be, and the same is hereby appro
priated, to enable the President of the United States to cause the ports 
and harbors of the United States to be better fortified and protected. 

SEc. 2. And be it fm·tlter enacted, That a sum of money, not exceed
ing two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in addition to the sums here
tofore appropriated, shall be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to 
enable the President of the United States to cause to be built and com• 
pleted a number of gun boats, not exceeding fifty; for the protection of 
the harbors, coasts, and commerce of the United States; and the Presi
dent is hereby authorized to officer, man and equip any part, or all of 
said gun boats, when he shall judge the same expedient, for the purposes 
aforesaid ; and a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated to defray any expense which may be incurred by officering, 
manning and equipping gun boats, as aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may direct any of the armed vessels of the United States to be 
sold, whenever he shall be of opinion that the said vessel is so much out 
of repair, that it will not be for the interest of the United States to repair 
the same. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of money 
hereby appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of 
the United States, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. XLVIII.-An Act for establishing trading houses witk the Indian tribes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Ilouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States, to establish trading houses at such 
posts and places on the frontiers, or in the Indian country, on either or 
both sides of the Mississippi river, as he shall judge most convenient 
for the purpose of carrying on a liberal trade with the several Indian 
nations, within the United States, or their territories. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be authorized to appoint a superintendent of Indian trade, 
whose duty it shall be to purchase and take charge of all goods intended 
for trade with the Indian nations aforesaid, and to transmit the same to 
such places as he shall be directed by the President. And he shall take 
an oath or affirmation faithfully to execute the trust committed to him, 
and that he will not directly, or indirectly, be concerned, or interested 
in any trade, commerce; or barter, but on the public account; and he 
shall also give bond, in the penal sum of twenty thousand dollars, with 
sufficient security, to be approved of by the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, truly and honestly to account, for all the money, 
goods and other property, whatever, which shall come into his hands, or 
for which in good faith he ought so to account, and to perform all the 
duties required of him by this act; and his accounts shall be made up 
quarter yearly, and transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of In
dian trade shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars, payable 
quarter yearly, at the treasury of the United States. 

SF.c. 4. And br it further rnartrd, That the Pr<~sident of the United 
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States shall be authorized to appoint an agent for each trading house 
established under the provisions of this act; and every such arrent shall 
give bond with sufficient security in such sum as the President shall 
direct, truly and honestly to account for all the money, goods, and other 
property whatever, which shall come into his hands, and for which he 
ought so to account, and to perform all the duties required of him by 
this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of each 
of the said agents, to receive from the superintendent of Indian trade 
and dispose of, in_ trade wi~h the India? natio~s aforesaid, such good~ 
as may be transmitted to hnn by the said supermtendent; to be received 
and disposed of as aforesaid, according to the rules and orders which 
the President of the Uni!ed S!ates ~~all prescribe; and every such agent 
shall take an oath or affirmation, faithfully to execute the trust commit
ted to him; and that he will not, directly or indirectly, be concerned or 
interested in any trade, commerce or barter, but on the public account, 
and he shall render an account quarter yearly to the superintendent of 
Indian trade, of all money, goods, and other property whatsoever, which 
shall be transmitted to him, or which shall come into his hands, or for 
which, in good faith he ought to account; and he shall transmit du
plicates of his accounts to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

SEc. 6. And .be it further enacted, That the superintendent of Indian 
trade, the agents, their clerks, or other persons employed by them, shall 
not be, directly or indirectly, concerned in exporting to a foreign coun
try, any peltries or furs belonging to the United States, or interested in 
carrying on the business of trade or commerce, on their own, or any 
other than the public account, or take or apply to his or their own use, 
any emolument or gain for negotiating or transacting any business or 
trade, during his or their appointment, agency or employment, other 
than provided by this act, or excepting for or on account of the United 
States. And if any such person shall offend against any of the prohi
bitions aforesaid, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, 
upon conviction thereof, forfeit to the United States a sum not exceed
ing one thousand dollars, and shall be removed from such office, agency 
or employment, and forever thereafter, be incapable of holding any 
office under the United States: Provided, that if any person, other than 
a public prosecutor, shall give information of any such offence, upon 
which a prosecution and conviction shall be had, one half of the afore
said penalty, when received, shall be for the use of the person giving 
such information: And provided also, that if such misdemeanor be com
mitted by the superintendent of Indian trade, or by any agent, it shall 
be deemed a breach of the condition of his bond, and the penalty 
thereof may be recovered in any court having competent jurisdiction of 
the same. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the prices of goods supplied 
to, and to be paid for, by the Indians, shall be regulated in such manner, 
that the capital stock, furnished by the United States, shall not he 
diminished. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act, the annual sum of three thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the payment of the salary of the superintendent 
of Indian trade and his clerks, to be paid out of any money in the trea
sury of the United States, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 9. And be it farther enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act, the President of the United States be, and he is hereby autho
rized to draw annually from the treasury of thll United States a sum not 
exceeding ten thousand dollars, to be applied under his direction to the 
payment .of th.e agents and clerks; which agents shall be allowed to 
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draw out of the public supplies two rations each, and each clerk orre 
ration per day. 

SEc. 10. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sum of two hundred 
and sixty thousand dollars, including the sums heretofore appropriated, 
and applied to the like purpose, and exclusive of the salary of the super
intendent of Indian trade, and of the allowances to agents and clerks, 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of carrying on 
trade and intercourse with the Indian nations, in the manner aforesaid, 
to be paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtltcr enacted, That if any agent or agents, 
their clerks, or other person employed by them, shall purchase or receive 
from any Indian, in the way of trade or barter, any gun, or other article 
commonly used in hunting; any instrument of husbandry or cooking 
utensil, of tqe kind usually obtained by Indians in their intercourse 
with white people, or any article of clothing, excepting skins or furs, he 
or they shall respectively forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for each 
offence, t_o be recovered by action of debt, in the name and to the use 
of the United States, in any court having jurisdiction in like cases: 
Provided, that no suit shall be commenced except in the state or terri
tory within which the cause of action shall have arisen, or in which the 
defendant may reside. And it shall be the duty of the superintendent 
of Indian trade, or of the superintendents of Indian affairs, and their 
deputies respectively, to whom information of every such offence shall 
be given, to collect the requisite evidence, if attainable, to prosecute the 
offender without delay. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said superintendent of Indian trade, under the direction of the Presi
dent of the United States, to cause the said furs and peltry to be sold at 
public auction, public notice whereof shall be given three weeks pre
vious to such sale, in different parts of the United States, making an 
equal distribution of the same; in proportion to the demand of the mar
ket, and as may be deemed most advantageous to the United States, and 
upon such terms and conditions as shall be prescribed by the Secretary 
of War: Provided, that there shall not be less than six annual public 
sales, of the said furs and peltry, and that the superintendent of Indian 
trade shall not hold more than two such sales in any state, during any 
one year. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for and during the term of three years, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. XLIX.-Jln .!let for the punishment ef counterfeiting the current coin ef 
the United States; and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That if any person shall falsely 
make, forge or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 
forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist, in falsely making, 
forging or counterfeiting, any gold or silver coins, which haye been or 
which hereafter shall be coined at the mint of the United States, or who 
shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause, or procure to be falsely 
made, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely mak
ing, forging, or counterfeiting any foreign gold or silver coins, which, 
by law now are or hereafter shall be made current, or be in actual use 
and circulation as money within the United States; or who shall utter, 
as true, any false, forged, or counterfeited coins of gold or silver, as 
aforesaid, for the payment of money, with intention to defraud any per
son or persons, knowing the same to be falsely made, forged or counter-
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feited; any such person, so offending, shaH be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of felony, and being thereof convicted according to the due course 
of law, shall be sentenced to imprisonment, and kept at hard labour for 
a period not less than three years, nor more than ten years; or shall be 
imprisoned not exceeding five years, and fined not exceeding five thou
sand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall import 
or bring from any foreign place into the United States, any false, forged 
or counterfeit gold or silver coins, which are by law made current, or ar~ 
in actual use and circulation, as money within the United States, with 
the intent to utter, or make payment with the same, knowing the same 
to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited; or who shall utter, as true 
any such false, forged, or counterfeited coins of gold or silver, as afore: 
said, for the payment of money, with intention to defraud any person or 
persons, knowing the same to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, 
the person so offending shall be deemed guilty of felony, and being 
thereof convicted according to the dne course of law, shall be sentenced 
to imprisonment and kept at hard labour for a period not less than two 
years, nor more than eight years; or shall be imprisoned not exceeding 
two years, and fined not exceeding four thousand dollars. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall fraudu
lently and for gain's sake, by any art, way, or means whatsoever, impair, 
diminish, falsify, scale, or lighten the gold or silver coins, which have 
been, or which shall hereafter be coined at the mint of the United 
States; or any foreign gold or silver coins, which are by law made cur
rent, or are in actual use and circulation as money within the United 
States, every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a high mis
demeanor, and shall be imprisoned not exceeding two years, and fined 
not exceeding two thousand dollars. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained, 
shall be construed to deprive the courts of the individual states of juris
diction, under the Jaws of the several states, over offences made punish
able by this act. 

APPR1)VED, April 21, 1806. 

CHAP. L.-.Bn .11.ct to repeal so much ef any act or acts as authorize tl,e receipt 
ef evidences ef the public debt, in payment for lands of the United States; 
and for other purposes, relative to tl,e public debt. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I louse of Representatilles of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of any act or 
acts as authorize the receipt of evidences of the public debt, in payment 
for the lands of the United States, shall from and after the thirtieth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, be repealed: Provided, 
that the right of all persons who may have purchased public lands pre
vious to the passage of this act, to pay for the same in stock, shall in no 
wise be affected or impaired: And provided further, that there shall be 
allowed on every payment made in money, at or before the same shall 
fall due, for lands purchased before the thirtieth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and six, in addition to the discounts now allowed by 
law, a deduction equal to the difference at the time of such payment, 
between the market price of six per cent. stock and the nominal value 
of its unredeemed amount, which market price shall, from time to time, 
be stated by the Secretary of the Treasury to the officers of the several 
land-offices. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
sinking fund shall not be authorized to purchase any of the several spe
cies of the public debt, at a higher price than at the rates following, that 
is to say; they shall not pay more for three per cent. stock than sixty 
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per cent. of its nominal value; nor for any other species of the public 
debt more than the nominal value of its unredeemed amount, the eight 
per cent. stock only excepted; for which they shall be authorized, in 
addition thereto, to give at the rate of one half of one per cent. on the 
said nominal value, for each quarterly dividend which may be payable 
on such purchased stock, from the time of such purchase to the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and nine. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much of any act as 
directs that purchasers of the public debt, by the commissioners of the 
sinking fund, shall be made within the thirty days next ensuing after 
each day on which a quarterly payment of interest on the debt of the 
United States shall become due: and also so much of any act as directs 
that the said purchases shall be made by open purchase or by sealed 
proposals, be, and the same hereby is repealed. ~nd the said commis
sioners are hereby authorized to make such purchases, under the restric
tions laid by 'the preceding section, in such manner, and at such times 
and places as_ they shall deem most eligible; and for that purpose to 
appoint a known agent or agents, to whom they may allow a commission, 
not exceeding one fourth of one per cent. on the respective purchases 
of such agents. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CHAP. LI.-.8n .!Jct for erecting certain Lighthouses in the state o/ .Massackusetts; 
fur building a beacon, or pier, at JJ,-idgeport, in lite state ,if Connecticut; and 
for fixing buoys in Pamplico sound, in the state of North Carolina. 

Be it enacted by t lie Senate and /louse ef Representatives of the United 
Btates of America in Congress a.sscmbled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to cause to be 
erected the following lighthouses in the state of Massachusetts: 

One on Franklin island, at the mouth of St. George's river, in the 
district of Maine. 

One on West Passamaquoddy head, at the entrance into the bay and 
harbor of Passamaquoddy, in the district of Maine. 

And a double lighthouse at or near Chatham harbor, on the back of 
Cape Cod. 

Provided sufficient land for the accommodation of the said lighthouses 
can be obtained at reasonable prices, and the legislature of Massachu
setts shall cede the jurisdiction over the same to the United States. 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to agree for the 
salaries, or wages, of the persons who may be appointed by the President 
for the superintendence and care of said lighthouses, and otherwise to 
provide for the same, at the expense of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby required to cause a beacon, or pier, to be 
erected near the mouth of the harbor of Bridgeport, in the state of Con
necticut; and to cause buoys to be fixed on Bluff Shoal, Royal Shoal, 
northwest Straddle, and southwest Straddle, in the waters of Pamptico 
sound, in the state of North Carolina. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated for 
defraying the expense of erecting each of the aforesaid lighthouses, the 
sum of five thousand dollars: for the expense of erecting the said beacon, 
or pier, the sum of one thousand dollars; and for the expense of fixing 
the said buoys, one thousand dollars, to be paid, respectively, out of any 
money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 
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CHAP. LII.-Jln .!let supplementary to the aet intituled "Jln .act to extend juris
diction in certain cases to the territorial courts." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the provisions of the 
act, intituled "An act for providing compensation for the marshals 
clerks, attornies, jurors and witnesses, in the courts of the United States' 
and to repeal certain parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for othe; 
purposes," passed February the twenty-eighth, one thot1sand seven hun
dred and ninety-nine, be, and the same hereby are extended to the ter-ri
tories of the United States, so far as the said act may relate to the 
provisions of the act, intituled "An act to extend jurisdiction in certain 
cases to the territorial courts," passed March the third, one thousand 
eight hundred and five, excepting that the clerks of the said territorial 
courts shall not receive the additional five dollars per day, allowed to 
the clerks of the circuit and district courts by the third section of the 
act first above mentioned. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United Specific ap-
States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of carry- propriations. 
ing into effect a treaty between the United States and the Delawares, 
Potawatimies, Miamies, Eel river and W eaws, holden at Grouseland, 
near Vincennes, on the twenty-first day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and five, the sum of one thousand six hundred dollars is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid to the said tribes, annually, as follows: to the 
Miamies, six hundred dollars; to the Eel river tribe, two hundred and 
fifty dollars; to the W eaws, two hundred and fifty dollars; which several 
annuities shall be permanent: and to the Potawatimies, annually, for the 
term of ten years, and no longer, the sum of five hundred dollars, in 
addition to former annuities. 

SEc. 2 . . And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying Specific ap-
into effect a treaty between the United States and the Wyandot, Ottawa, propriation. 
Munsee and Delaware, Shawanee, and Potawatimie nations, holden at 
Fort Industry, on the fourth day of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and five, the annual sum of eight hundred and twenty-five dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying Specific ap-
into effect two treaties between the United States and the Cherokee propriations. 
Indians, holden at Tellico, on the twenty-fifth and twenty-seventh days 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and five, a sum of fifteen thou-
sand six hundred dollars, and the further annual sum of three thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying Specific ap• 
into effect a convention between the United States and the Creek nation propriations. 
of Indians, concluded at the city of Washington, on the fourteenth day 
of November, one thousand eight hundred and five, a sum of twelve 
thousand dollars, annually, for eight years, and the sum of eleven thou-
sand dollars, annually, for the term of ten years, next thereafter succeed-
ing, be, and the same are hereby appropriated. . 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several sums appropnat_ed 
by this act, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 
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CHAP. LIV .-.ll.n .ll.ct making appropi·iations for the support cf the Military estab
lishment cf t!te United States,for the year one tlwusand eig!it hundred and six. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expense 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one thou
sand eight hundred and six; for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, three hundred and two 
thousand five hundred and fifty-six dollars. 

For forage, four thousand six hundred and eight dollars. 
For the subsistence of the army and corps of engineers, two hundred 

and twenty-four thousand nine hundred and ninety-four dollars, five cents. 
For clothing, eighty-five thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premium~, fifteen thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital departments, twelve thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, eighty-five thousand 

dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals,_magazines and armories, two hundred and 

eighteen thousand five hundred and forty-two dollars, five cents. 
For purchasing maps, plans, books and instruments, one thousand 

five hundred dollars. 
For the contingent expenses of the war department, eighteen thou

sand dollars. 
For the pay and subsistence of the commandants iu Louisiana, six 

thousand and sixty-six dollars, sixty-seven cents. 
For the Indian department, ninety-six thousand six hundred dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 

herein before made, shall be paid and discharged, first, out of any balance 
remaining unexpended of former appropriations for the support of the 
military establishment; and secondly, out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1806. 

CHAP. LV.-.ll.n.ll.ct further to alter and establish certain Post RoaWJ; and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
shall be discontinued: from Dixon's Spring, to Lebanon, in Tennessee; 
and from Raleigh, by Haywood, Chatham Courthouse, and Chapel Hill, 
to Hillsborough in North Carolina. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post roads be 
established : 

In Massacliusetts.-From Granville, through Sandisfield and New 
Marlborough, to Stockbridge; and from Rochester, by Middleborough, 
East Meeting House, to East Bridgewater; from Brookfield, through 
Brimfield in Massachusetts, to Stafford Springs, and thence to Tolland 
in Connecticut. 

In t!te district of Maine.-From Brewer's to Plantation number five; 
from Vassalborough, through Fairfax, Unity, Collegetown, to Hamden; 
from Buckfield, through Hartford, to Livermore; and from New Mil
ford, through Ballstown, Palermo, and Davistown, to Belfast. 

In Vcrmont.-From Royalton, through Tunbridge, Chelsea, and Ver
shire, to Corinth. 

ln Connecticut.-From Pomfret, through Gloucester, to Providence 
in Rhode Island. 
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In New York.-From the town of Cherry Valley, through Sprincrfield, 
Richfield, Plainfield, and Bridgewater, to Sangersfield; and from" Har
risburg, through Williamstown, Ogdensburg, Potsdam, Chautaugay, to 
Plattsburg; from Rome, through Redfield, Adams, by Smith's mills to 
Sacket Harbor, and from thence to Chemangh; from Bath, through 
Canistio-town, Danville, and Williamsburg, to Hartford; and from 
Onandago to the village of Oswego in Lysander; and a cross post from 
West Hampton, to River Head; from New Lebanon, in the state of 
New York, by Hancock, Richmond, Lennox, Lee, Becket, Loudon, and 
Sandisfield, in Massachusetts, to New Hartford in Connecticut. 

In New Jersey.-From Belvidere to Stroudsburg, in Pennsylvania. 
In Pennsylvania.-From Berlin, through Salisbury, to Cumberland; 

from Greensburgh to Kittanning; from Tuckhannok to 'Chenango 
Point in New York; and from Greeusburgh, through Mount Pleasant, 
Robbstown, and Williamsport, to Washington ; and from Washington, 
through Alexandria, to Wheeling; from Gettysburg, through Miller's 
town, Nicholson's Gap, and Waynesburg, to Green Castle. 

In Delaware.-From the village of Christiana, through Newark, to 
Strasburgh in Pennsylvania; and from Georgetown, through Concord, 
to Laurel. 

ln lVlaryland.-The post road from Vienna, in Dorchester county, to 
Snow Hill, in Worcester county, and thence returning to Vienna, may, 
in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, be so altered as to pass over 
Wicomico lower ferry and Quantico mills: Provided, no additional 
expense in transporting the mail shall be incurred thereby. 

In Virginia.-From Lynchburgh to Lexington; from Waterford to 
Sniker's Gap, by the stores of Robert Braden and Jessy Janny, and 
from thence to U pperville, and to return by Israel Janny's mill; from 
Wythe Courthouse, by Tazewell Courthouse, Russel Courthouse, Lee 
Courthouse, to Robinson's mills ; and from Madison Courthouse to 
Stanardsville; the post road from Manchester to Colesville, shall pass 
by Chesterfield Courthouse and Spring Hill. 

In Nortli Carolina.-From Averysborough by Haywood, Chatham 
Courthouse, to cross Haw river near Jones' forry, to Hillsborough; 
from Raleigh, by Chapel Hill, to Hillsborough; from Wilmington 
through Conwayborough to Georgetown, in South Carolina; and from 
Wilksborough to Ashe Courthouse. 

In South Carolina.-From Portsferry to Conwayborough; and from 
Portsferry, by Marion Courthouse, to Thomas Harley's. 

In Georgia.-From Washington to Petersburg, and from Athens to 
Knoxville in Tennessee. 

In Okio.-From Cincinnati, by North Bend, to Lawrenceburgh in 
the Indiana territory; from Austinburg to Erie in Pennsylvania, and 
from Franklinton to Worthington. 

In Kentucky.-From New Castle or Henry Courthouse, by Gallatin 
Courthouse and Boone Courthouse, to Laurenceburgh, in the Indiana 
territory ; and the post road from Henderson to Eddeville shall pass by 
Livingston Courthouse. • 

In Tennessee.-From Mount Granger to Carthage, thence, by Kave
naugh, to Lebanon; from Nash ville to Charlotte; from Burville by Wal
nut Cove, thence along the turnpike road, by way of Chitwood's, to 
Pulaski in Kentucky; and from Palmyra to Stuart Courthouse, and 
thence to Eddvville. 

In Orleans ·Territory.-From Rapid settlement to Opelousa.. 
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceedmg two 

hundred and fifty doilars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out 
of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to enable the 
Postmaster-General to defray the expenses which alre~dy are, oi: here
after may be incurred in providing for the accommodation of ,Josiah H. 
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Webb, who, in August last, was wounded by some person unknown, 
whilst he was employed in carrying the mail of the United States, and 
who is now under the care of the commandant at fort Stoddert. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That this act shall not be so 
construed as to affect any existing contract for carrying the mail. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1806. 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to cause to be made known to Nicholas C. 
Nissen, Esquire, his Danish majesty's consul residing at Tripoli, the 
high sense entertained by Congress, of his disinterested and benevolent 
attentions, manifested to Captain Bainbridge, his officers, and crew, 
during the time of their captivity in Tripoli. 

APPROVED, April 10, 1806. 



ACTS OF THE NINTH CONGRESS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the second session, whiclt was begun and held at the City 
of Wasliington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, tlie first day 
of December, 1806, and ended on tlie third day of March, 1807. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of 
the United States and President of the Senate; SAMUEL SMITH, Pre
sident of the Senate pro tempore, on the 3d of March, 1807; NATHAN
IEL MAcoN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAPTER I.-.On .Oct to suspend the operation of an <K;t, intituled ".B.n <K;t to 
prohibit the importation of certain goods, wares and merchandise," and to remit 
the penalties incurred under the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the operation of the 
act, passed on the eighteenth day of April last, intituled "An act to 
prohibit the importation of certain goods, wares and merchandise," be, 
and the same hereby is suspended until the first day of July next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all penalties, fines and for
feitures, which may have been incurred by virtue of the provisions of 
the aforesaid act, be, and the same hereby are, respectively, remitted, on 
payment, by the parties, by whom such penalty, fine or forfeiture may 
have been incurred, of all costs which have accrued, or may accrue 
before notice of this act shall have been received by the attornies of the 
several districts of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized further to suspend the operation 
of the aforesaid act, if in his judgment the public interest should require 
it : Provided, that such suspension shall not extend beyond the second 
Monday in December next. 

APPROVED, December 19, 1806. 

Dec. 19, 1806. 

(Obsolete.] 

Operation of a 
former act sus. 
pended. 

Act of April 
18, 1806, ch. 29. 

Remission of 
certain penal· 
tics, &c. 

Further sus. 
pension. 

Proviso. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP. 11.-.Bn .B.ct making appropriations for the support of the Navy ef the Jan. 7, 1807. 
United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United [Obsolete.] 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the ex-
penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seven, the following sums be, and the same hereby are, 
respectively, appropriated; that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers and pay of the seamen, Specific ap" 
two hundred and ninety-six thousand and forty-eight dollars. propriations. 

For provisions, one hundred and twenty thousand eight hundred and 
fifty dollars and three cents. 

For medicines, instruments, and hospital stores, five thousand dollars. 
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For repairs of vessels, one hundred and ninety thousand two hundred 
and eight dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For freight, store rent, commissions to agents, and other contingent 
expenses, seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For pay and subsistenGe of the marine corps, including provisions for 
those on shore, and forage for the staff, seventy-eight thousand six hun
dred and seventy-eight dollars and thirty cents. 

For clothing for the same, fourteen thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For military stores for the same, five hundred and sixty dollars. 
For medicine, medical services, hospital stores, and all other expenses 

on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, one thousand one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For quartermaster's and barrack master's stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorer's and carpenter's bills, fuel, premium for enlisting, 
musical instruments, bounty to music, and other contingent expenses, 
eight thousand one hundred and forty-five dollars. 

For the expense of navy yards, comprising docks and other improve
ments, pay of superintendents, store-keepers, clerks and labourers, sixty 
thousand dollars. 

For ordnance, fifty thousand dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein spe

cifically appropriated, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 7, 1807. 

CHAP, IlI.-.r7n .Jlct making appropriations for t!te support of the Military 
es!abli.,hment o/ the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred arul 
seven. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and I-louse of Representati'l)CS of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expense 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seven; for the Indian department, and for 
the expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, the fol
lowing sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that 
is to sav: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, three hundred and two 
thousand nine hundred and fifty-two dollars. 

For forage, four thousand six hundred and eight dollars. 
For the subsistence of the army and corps of engineers, two hundred 

and thirty-five thousand five hundred and fifty-two dollars and fifty cents. 
For clothing, eighty-five thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, fifteen thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital departments, fifteen thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, ninety thousand 

dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and_ armories, two hundred and 

eighteen thousand five hundred and forty-two dollars and five cents. 
For purchasing maps, plans, books, and instruments, one thousand 

five hundred dollars. 
For contingencies, eighteen thousand dollars. 
For the payment of such balances as have been ascertained, and 

which may be ascertained during the years one thousand eight hun
dred and six and one thousand eight hundred and seven, from actual 
settlements by the accountant of the war department, and which can
not be discharged out of any existing appropriation, eight thousand 
dollars. 
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For the Indian department, one hundred thousand and six hundred 
dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 10, 1807. 

CHAP. V.-.!l.n .!l.ct to alter the time qf holding the circuit and district courts in 
the district qf North Carolina. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That instead of the times 
heretofore established by law, for the sessions of the circuit court for the 
district of North Carolina, the said courts shall hereafter commence and 
be holden on the twelfth day of May, and the twelfth day of November, 
in each year, any thing contained in any former act or acts to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And all actions, suits, process, pleadings, and other pro
ceedings of what nature or kind soever, civil or criminal, commenced or 
to commence in the said court, and all recognizances returnable to the 
said court, on the twentieth day of June next, shall be continued, re
turned to, and have day, in the session to be holden by this act, and the 
same proceedings shall be had thereon as heretofore, and shaII have all 
the effect, power, and virtue, as if the alteration had never been made: 
Provided nevertheless, that when the twelfth day of May, or the twelfth 
day of November shall happen on Sunday, the next succeeding day shall 
be the first juridical day of the term. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the district courts of the 
United States for the district of North Carolina, shall, after the passing 
of this act, commence and be holden on the following days, instead of 
the times heretofore established by law, that is to say; at Wilmington, 
in and for the district of Cape Fear, on the first Mondays in February, 
J unc and October ; at N ewbem, in and for the district of Pamptico, on 
the Friday next after the first Mondays in February, June, and Octo
ber ; and at Edenton, in and for the district of Albemarle, on the first 
Tuesday which shall follow the Friday next after the first Mondays in 
February, June and October. And that all actions, suits, writs, pro
cess, pleadings or other proceedings, commenced or to commence, or 
which shall be now depending in any of the district courts of the dis
trict of North Carolina, shall be continued over, and have day in the 
next district court to be holden in the several districts as hereby estab
lished, any thing in any former act or acts to the contrary notwith
standing. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1807. 

CnAP, VIIl.-..in .!J.ct to provide for surveying the coasts qf tl,,e United States, 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized and requested, to 
cause a survey to be taken of the coasts of the United States, in which 
shall be designated the islands and shoals, with the roads or places of 
anchorage, within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the United 
States; and also the respective courses and distances between the prin
cipal capes, or head lands, together with such other matters as he may 
deem proper for completing an accurate chart of every part of the coasts 
within the extent aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Pre
sident of the United States to cause such examinations and observa-
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tions to be made, with respect to St. George's bank, and any other bank 
or shoal and the soundings and currents beyond the distance aforesaid 
to the Gulf Stream, as in his opinion may be especially subservient to 
the commercial interests of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uµited 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized and requested, for any of 
the purposes aforesaid, to cause proper and intelligent persons to be 
employed, and also such of the public vessels in actual senice, as he 
may judge expedient, and to give such instructions for regulating their 
conduct as to him may appear proper, according to the tenor of this 
act.(a) 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for carrying this act into 
effect there shall be, and hereby is appropriated, a sum not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1807. 

CHAP. IX.-.lfo .IJ.ct authorizing the erection ef certain Ligldhouses, and the fo,:
ing ef stakes, buoys and beacons, at certain places therein named. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatfoes ef tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is authorized and directed, to cause a good 
and sufficient lighthouse to be built at each of the following places, that 
is to say; on Fair Weather island, in the state of Connecticut, and at 
N aushawn island near Tarpaulin cove, in the state of Massachusetts, at 
such points as the President of the United States may select for those 
purposes; and to appoint keepers, and otherwise provide for such light
houses, at the expense of the United States: Pr01,ided, that sufficient 
ground for the accommodation of said lighthouses, respectively, can be 
obtained at a reasonable price: And provided also, that the legislatures 
of the states of Connecticut and Massachusetts shall cede the jurisdic
tion over each place respectively to the United States. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he hereby is authorized and directed, to cause the light
house at present established on Smith's point, at the mouth of the river 
Potomac, to he taken down, and to cause another good and sufficient 
one to be built at such other spot on the said point, as the President of 
the United States may select: Provided, that sufficient ground for the 
accommodation thereof, can be obtained at a reasonable price: And pro-
1!,ided also, that the legislature of the state of Virginia shall cede the 
jurisdiction over the same to the United States. And the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby further authorized and directed to cause the 
lighthouse heretofore established on North island, at the entrance into 
Winyaw bay, in the state of South.Carolina, to be rebuilt in such man
ner as may in his opinion be most likely to secure its future safety. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he hereby is authorized and directed, to cause proper and 
sufficient buoys and stakes to be fixed in, and along the channel in 
w·inyaw bay, leading to the harbor of Georgetown, in the state of South 
Carolina : and also, to cause proper and sufficient buoys and beacons to 

(a) Coast Survey.-By an act for the repeal of part of this act, passed April 14, 1818, chap. 56, no 
persons but those belonging to the army are to be employed in the coast survey. 

By the 1st section of the act of June 17, 1844, chap. 65, officers of the army and navy shall, as far as 
practicahle, be employed in the coast survey, wherever, and in the manner required by the department 
having charge thereof. 

By an act passed .Tune 3, 1844, maps and charts of the survey of the coast are to be disposed of at 
such prices as may be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and copies of the same shall be presented 
to " foreign governments, departments of our own government, and literary and scientific associations." 
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be placed on, or near the rocks an<l shoals in the channel leading into 
the harbor of Salem, in the state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That for the purpose of defray
ing the expenses which may be incurred in the execution of this act the 
fol_lowing sums ~hall be, and the ~am~ are hereby respectively appro
pnated, to be paid out of any momes m the treasury, not otherwise ap
propriated: that is to say, for building the lighthouse on Fair Weather 
island, five thousand dollars; for building the lig-hthouse at N aushawn 
island, two thousand five hundred dollars; for pulling down, and rebuild
ing t~e lighthouse on Smit~'s point, six thousand dollars; for rebuilding 
the lighthouse on North island, twenty thousand dollars; for fixing 
buoys and stakes in Winyaw bay, one thousand five hundred dollars; 
for fixing buoys and beacons in the channel leading to Salem harbor, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1807. 
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STATUTE IL 

CHAP. XII.-An Act supplementary to t!te act, intituled ".!bi act making pro- Feb. 11, 1807. 
vision for tlie redemption of t!te whole ef t!te public debt ef t!te United 
States." (a) 

W1rnREAs it is desirable to adapt the nature of the provision for the 
redemption of the public debt to the present circumstances of the 
United States, which can only be done by a voluntary subscription on 
the part of the creditors : 
Be it enacted by tlie Senate and I-louse of Representatives of tlie United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That a subscription to the 
full amount of the old six per cent. deferred and three per cent. stocks 
be, and the same is hereby proposed; for which purpose books shall be 
opened at the treasury of the United States, and by the several commis
sioners of loans, on the first day of July next, to continue open until the 
seventeenth day of Mar()h next following, inclusively, the fourteen last 
days of each quarter excepted, for such parts of the above mentioned 
descriptions of stock, as shall, on the day of subscription, stand on the 
books of the treasury, and of the several commissioners of loans, 
respectively; which subscription shall be effected by a transfer to the 
United States, in the manner provided by law for such transfers, of the 
credit or credits standing on the said books, and by a surrender of the 
certificates of the stock subscribed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the whole or any part of 
any sum which shall thus be subscribed, in old six per cent. or deferred 
stock, credits shall be entered to the respective subscribers, and the sub
scriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certificate, or certificates, 
purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, 
his, her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the 
amount of principal of the stock thus subscribed, which shall remain 
unredeemed on the day of such subscription, bearing an interest of six 
per centum per annum, payable quarter yearly, from the first day of the 
quarter, during which such subscription shall have been made, trans
ferable in the same manner as is provided by law for the transfers of the 

The 1·edemp
tion of the pub
lic debt can only 
be done by vo
luntary sub
scription. 

Act of April 
29,1802,cb.32. 

Subscription 
books to the full 
amount of the 
old 6 per cent. 
deferred and 3 
per cent. stock, 
to he opened at 
the treasury and 
the several Joan 
offices. 

Mode of ef
fecting the sub
scription. 

Credits to be 
given for any 
sums subscribed 
in old 6 per 
eent. stock, and 
new certificates 
given in 6 per 
cent. stock. 

Subject to re
demption at the 
pleasure of the 
United States. 

(a) The acts for the redemption of the public debt, have been::- . . 
An act making further provision for the support of public credit, and for the redemption of the public 

debt, March 3, 1795, chap.45. "1790, chap. 47." . . 
An act making provision for the redemption of the whole of the public debt of the Umted States, April 

29, 1802, chap. 32. 
An act supplementary to the act entitled, "An act making provision for the redemption of the whole 

of the public debt of the United States," February 11, 1S07, chap. 12. . . . 
An act supplementary to the act entitled, "An act making further provision for the snpport of public 

credit, and for the redemption of the public debt," &c., June 28, 1809, chap. 10. 
An act to provide for the redemption of the public debt, March 3, 1817, chap. S?. . 
An act to authorize the commissioners of the sinking fund to redeem the public debt of the Umted 

States, April 24, 1830, chap. 78. 
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stock subscribed, and subject to redemption at the pleasure of the.United 
States: Provided, that no single certificate shall be issued for an amount 
greater than ten thonsand dollars: And provided furtlier, that no reim
bursement shall be made except for the whole amount of any such new 
certificate, nor till aller at least six months' previous public notice of 
such intended reimbursement. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the whole or any part of 
any sum which shall thus be subscribed in three per cent. stock, credits 
shall likewise be entered to the respective subscribers ; and the sub
scriber, or subscribers, shall he entitled to a certificate, purporting t.hat 
the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or their 
assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to sixty-five per .centum of 
the amount of the principal of the stock thus subscribed, bearing an 
interest of six per centum, per annum, payable quarter yearly, from the 
first day of the quarter, during which such subscription shall have been 
made, and transferable and subject to redemption in the same manner, 
and under the same regulations and restrictions, as the stock created by 
the preceding section of this act: Provided, that no part of the stock 
thus created, shall be reimbursable without the assent of the holder, or 
holders of such stock, until after the whole of the eight per cent. and 
four and a half per cent. stocks, as well as all the six per cent. stock 
which may be created by virtue of the preceding section, shall have 
been redeemed. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
sinking fond shall be, and they are hereby authorized to appoint an 
agent in London, and another in Amsterdam, whose duty it shall be to 
receive subscriptions and transfers, and to issue new certificates in the 
manner, and at the times above mentioned, and as t.he officers 9f the 
treasury department, or the commissioners of loans might do; that is to 
say, the agent in London in favour of such stockholders residing in the 
dominions of Great Britain, in Europe, and the agent in Amsterdam, in 
favour of such stockholders, residing in any other part of Europe, as 
may respectively become subscribers : Provided, that the certificates 
issued by the said agents shall bear interest only from the first day of 
the quarter next succeeding that in which the subscription shall have 
taken place, and that in relation to subscriptions made in old six per 
cent. or deferred stocks, the sums expressed in such new certificates 
shall be equal to the amount of the principal of the old six per cent. or 
deferred stocks thus subscribed, which shall remain unredeemed after 
payment of the dividend payable on such stock, on that day from which 
the interest on the new certificates shall commence. The foreign stock
holders thus subscribing with either of the said agents shall be entitled 
to receive the dividend on the old six per cent. deferred, or three per 
cent. stock subscribed by them, respectively, which shall be payable on 
that day, from which the interest on the new certificates shall commence. 
And it shall be the duty of the said agents, respectively, to transmit, 
before the end of each quarter, to the register of the treasury, and to 
the several commissioners of loans, respectively, triplicate abstracts of 
the certificates of stocks subscribed, and of the new certificates issued 
by them, during such quarter, in order that the proper credits may be 
entered on the books of the treasury, and of the commissioners of 
loans, as the case may be, to the holders of such new certificates. And 
the said agents before they enter upon the execution of their several 
offices, shall, respectively, take an oath or affirmation for the diligent and
faithful execution of their trust, and shall also become bound with one 
or more sureties to the satisfaction of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, or of the Secretary of the Treasury, in the penal sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, with condition for their good behaviour in their said 
offices. 
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SEc. 5. And be it fw·tl1er enacted, That the holders of old six per 
cent. deferred, or three per cent. stock, who may become subscribers, as 
aforesaid, either in the United States or in Europe, and who, on the first 
day of July next, and also on the day of the subscription, shall be resi
dent in Europe, may at their option, which must be made at the time 
of subscribing, receive the interest accruing on the stock created by 
virtue of the preceding sections of this act, either in the United States 
as other creditors, or at London, or Amsterdam: that is to say, the stock
holders residing, at the times above mentioned, in the dominions of 
Great Britain, in Europe, at London, and at the rate of fo!lr shillings 
and sixpence, sterling, for each dollar; and the stockholders residing, at 
the times above mentioned, in any other part of Europe, at Amsterdam, 
and at the rate of two guilders and a half guilder, current money of 
Holland, for each dollar; in which last mentioned option the condition 
shall be expressed in the new certificates to be issued, and the credit, or 
credits, to be given to the proprietors thereof, shall be entered, and shall 
thereafter be transferable only on the books of the treasury : Provided 
however, that the interest thus payable in London and Amsterdam, shall 
not be payable until the expiration of six calendar months from the day 
on which the same would be payable in the United States, and shall be 
subject to a deduction of one half of one per cent. on the amount pay
able, for commission to the bankers paying the same: And provided 
also, that every proprietor of such stock may, on surrendering his cer
tificate, receive another to the same amount, the interest whereof shall 
be payable quarter yearly in the United States, in the same manner as 
that accruing on the stock held by persons residing in the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the same funds which here
tofore have been, and now are, pledged, by law, for the payment of the 
interest, and for the redemption or reimbursement of the stock which 
may be subscribed by virtue of the provisions of this act, shall remain 
pledged for the payment of interest accruing on the stock created by 
reason of such st1bscription, and for the redemption or reimbursement 
of the principal of the same. It shall be the dnty of the commissioners 
of the sinking fund to cause to be applied, and paid out of the said 
fund, yearly, and every year, such sum, and sums, as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the annual interest and charges accruing on the 
stock which may be created by virtue of this act. The said commis
sioners are hereby authorized to apply, from time to time, such sum and 
sums, out of the said fund, as they may think proper, towards redeeming, 
by purchase, or by reimbursement, in conformity with the provisions of 
this act, the principal of the said stock. And the annual sum of eight 
millions of dollars, vested by law in the said commissioners, shall be, and 
continue appropriated to the payment of interest and redemption of the 
public debt, until the whole of the stock which may be created by the 
preceding sections of this act, shall have been redeemed, or reimbursed. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to 
each of the agents to be appointed by virtue of this act, in addition to 
the necessary expenses incurred hy them for printing, stationery, and 
postage, a sum of three thousand dollars, as a full compensation for 
their services. The said agents, and the commissioners of loans, shall 
also be allowed such additional sum as may be actually and necessarily 
expended for the clerk hire requisite for carrying this act into effect. 
And for defraying the said compensations and allowances, and such 
other contingent charges as may be incurred for carrying this act into 
effect, a sum not exceeding sixteen thousand dollars, to be paid out of 
any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appro
priated. 

SEC. 8. And be it fui·t!ter enacted, That whensoever notice of reim
bursement shall be given, as prescribed by the second and third sections 
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of this act, the certificates intended to be reimbursed, shall be designated 
therein. In every reimbursemeut the preference shall be given to such 
holders of certificates as, previous to the said notice, shall have notified 
in writing to the treasury departmrnt their wish to he reimbursed. If 
there should not be applications to the treasury sufficient to require the 
payment of the whole snm to be applied to that purpose, the Secretary 
of the Treasury, after paying off all sums for the payment of which 
application shall have been made, shall determine, by lot, what other 
certificates shall be reimbursed so as to make up the whole amount to be 
discharged: and in case the applications ~hall exceed the amount to be 
di~charged, the Secretary of the Treasury shall proceed to determine, 
by lot, what applications shall be entitled to priority of payment. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the agents appointed by 
virtue of this act, and the several commissioners of loans, shall observe 
and perform such directions and regulations, as shall be prescribed to 
them by the Secretary of the Treasury, touching the execution of this 
act. 

Sv.c. 10. And be it fm·ther enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be con,trued, in any wise, to alter, abridge, or impair the rights of 
those creditors of the United States, who shall not subscribe to the loan 
created by virtue of this act. 

APPROVED, February 11, 1807. 

CnAP. XllI.-.Bn .!Jct lo extend ilte power cf granting w,·ifs ef injumfions to the 
judges 1if the district coui·ts ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives qf the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pass
ing of this act, the judges of the district courts of the United States 
shall have as full power to grant writs of injunctions to operate within 
their respective districts, in all cases which may come before the circuit 
courts within their respective districts, as is now exercised hy any of 
the judges of the supreme court of the United States, under the same 
rules, regulations and restrictions, as are prescribed by the several acts 
of Congre,s, establishing the judiciary of the United States, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding:_ Provided, that the same shall not, unless 
so ordered by the circuit court, continue longer than to the circuit court 
next ensuing, nor shall an injnnction be issued by a district judge, in 
any case where a party has had a reasonable time to apply to the circuit 
court for the writ. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1807. 

CnAP. XIV.--.lln .act to annex certain shores and waters to the district of Mis
sissiPJJi; and to authorize the bnilding a custom-house at New Orleans. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives qf the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thir
tieth day of June next, all the shores and waters of the river Ohio, and 
of the several rivers and creeks emptying into the same; and also, all 
the shores and waters of the rivers which empty into the river Missis
sippi, or any of its branches, be, and the same are hereby annexed to, 
and shall make part of the district of Mississippi. 

SEc. Z. And be it further enacted, That a surveyor shall be appointed 
for each of the following towns or places, that is to say; Pittsburg, 
Charlestown, Marietta, Cincinnati, Limestone, Louisville, Massac, and 
Natchez, who shall be authorized to grant temporary registers to vessels 
of the United States, in the same manner and on the same terms and 
conditions as may be done by the collectors of the several districts of 
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the United States; and each of the said surveyors, besides the fees paid 
in relation to the admeasurement, and registering of vessels, shall re
ceive an annual salary of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter cnactld, That the collector of the district 
of Mississippi shall, on the surrender of any temporary register, granted 
to a vessel of the United States as aforesaid, issue a permanent register 
for such vessel: Provided, that the master of such vessel shall take the 
usual oath, and perform all the other conditions required by the regis
tering act, except that he shall not be obliged to give any new bond to 
the said collector. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act or acts 
as erects any of the shores or waters, annexed· by this act to the Mis
sissippi district, into separate -;Iistricts, be, and the same is hereby re
pealed. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he hereby is authorized and directed to cause to be built 
upon some convenient site, belonging to the United States, in the city 
of New Orleans, a good and sufficient house, to serve as an oflice and 
place of deposi(. for the collector of the customs at that place. And the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated to defray the ex
pense of erecting the same, to be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

A1•PROVED, February 13, 1807. 

CHAP. XV.-.Jln .Oct authorizing the President if the United States to accept 
the service of a number if volunteer companies, not exceeding thirty tlwusand 
nien. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and liouse of R1,p1•esentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress asscrnbled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized to accept of any com
pany or companies of volunteers, either of artillery, cavalry, or infantry, 
who may associate and offer themselves for the service, not exceeding 
thirty thousand men, who shall be clothed, and furnished with horses, at 
their own expense, and armed and equipped at the expense of the United 
States, after they shall he called into service, except such of them as 
may choose to furnish their own arms, and whose commissioned officers 
shall be appointed in the manner prescribed by law in the several states 
and territories to which such companies shall, respectively, belong: Pro
vided, that where any company, battalion, regiment, brigade, or divi
sion of militia, already organized, shall tender their voluntary service 
to the United States, such company, battalion, regiment, brigade or 
division shall continue to be commanded by the officers holding com
missions in the same, at the time of such tender, and any vacancy there
after occurring shall be filled in the mode pointed out by law in the state 
or territory, wherein the said company, battalion, regiment, brigade, or 
division shall have been originally raised. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That any company, battalion, regi
ment, brigade, or division, thus offering itself for the service, shall be 
li:ible to be called upon to do military duty at any time the President of 
the United States shall judge proper, within two years after he shall ac
cept the same, and shall be bound to continue in service for the term of 
twelve months after they shall have arrived at the place of rendezvous, 
unless sooner discharged, and when called into actual service, and whilst 
remaining therein, shall be under the same rules and regulat.ion11, and 
be entitled to the same pay, ration~, forage and emoluments of every 
kind, bounty and clothing excepted, with the regular troops of the 
United States. P1·ovided, that in lieu of clothing, every non-commis
sioned officer and private, in any company, who may thus offer them-
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selves, shall he entitled, when called into actual service, to receive in 
money a sum equal to the cost of the clothing of a non-commissioned 
officer, or private (as the case may be) in the regular troops of the 
United States. 

SEc. 3. And be itfw·ther enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to organize the companies so 
tendering their service, as aforesaid, into battalions, squadrons, regiments, 
brigades, and divisions, as soon as the number of volunteers shall render 
such organization, in his judgment, expedient; but until called into 
actual service, such companies shall be bound to do regular militia duty 
as is required by law in like manner as before the passage of this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case\my volunteer above 
mentioned, while in actual service, shall sustain any damage, by injury 
done to his horse, or such other equipment as shall have been furnished 
at his own expense, or by loss of the same, without any fault or negli
gence on his part, a reasonable sum, to be ascertained in such manner as 
the President of the United States may direct, shall be allowed and paid 
to such volunteer for each and every such damage or loss. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not other
wise appropriated, be, and the same hereby is appropriated towards de,. 
fraying any expense incurred by virtue of the provisions of this act. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1807. 

CHAP. XVI.-.On .Oct establishing Circuit Courts, and alJridging the jurisdiction 
ef the district courts in tl,e districts ef Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Con{{ress assembled, That so much of any act or 
acts of Congress, as vests in the district courts of the United States, in 
the districts of Kentucky, East and West Tennessee and Ohio, the powers, 
authority and jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United States, 
shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That for the purpose of holding there
in the circuit courts, to be established by this act; the state of Kentucky 
shall constitute one district, the state of Tennessee one district, and the 
state of Ohio one district, and the said districts of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Ohio, shall constitute and he denominated the seventh circuit. And 
there shall he holden annually in each district of the said circuit, two 
courts, to he called circuit courts, and to consist of one justice of the 
supreme court of the United States, and the judge of the district where 
such court shall be holden. And the sessions of the said courts, in the 
district of Kentucky, shall be held at Frankfort, and commence on the 
first Monday in May and November, annually; in the district of Tennes
see, at Knoxville and Nashville, alternately, to commence on the first 
Monday in June and third Monday in October, annually, beginning at 
Nash ville; and in the district of Ohio, at Chilicothe, to commence on 
the first Monday in January and September, annually. And the circuit 
court of Tennessee, shall designate at which of the two places where 
the said court is hereby directed to be holden, the office of clerk thereof 
shall be kept. , 

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That all the authority, powers and 
jurisdiction, vested in the several circuit courts of the United S_tates, l:>r 
the judges thereof, or either of them, shall be, and hereby are vested in, 
and may be exercised by the several circuit courts of the seventh circuit, 
and the judges thereof: and that all actions, causes, pleas, process, and 
other proceedings, relative to any cause, civil or criminal, which shall 
be returnable to, or depending in the several district courts of Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Ohio, acting as circuit courts, on the first day of May 
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next, shall be, and hereby are declared to be respectively transferred, 
re!urnable, and. continue?, to th~ several circuit. courts constituted by 
this act, at the times herem appomted for the session of each of the said 
courts, and shall be heard, tried, and determined therein in the same 
~anner, and with the s~me _eff~ct, as if no chang~ ha? been'made hereby 
m the courts of the said district. And the said circuit courts of the 
seventh circuit, shall be governed by the same Jaws and regulations as 
apply to the other circuit courts of the United States, and shall appoint 
clerks for the said courts respectively, who shall reside, and keep the 
records of the said courts, at the places of holding the courts, whereto 
they shall respectively belong, except as herein before provided, and 
shall perform the same duties, and be entitled to, and receive the same 
emoluments and fees, respectively, which are by law established for the 
clerks of the other circuit courts of the United States. 

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the state of Tennessee shall 
be divided into two districts, for the purpose of holding district courts 
in the same, one to consist of that part thereof, which by the Jaws of the 
said state, now forms the districts of Washington and Hamilton, which 
shall be called the district of East Tennessee; and one other to consist 
of all that part of the state of Tennessee, which by the Jaws of the said 
state now forms the districts of Winchester, Mero and Robertson, which 
shall be called the district of West Tennessee; and all the authority, 
powers and jurisdiction, vested in the several district courts of the United 
States, and the judges thereof, in those districts in which circuit courts 
are now held, shall be retained, and may be exercised by the several 
district courts of Kentucky, East and West Tennessee, and Ohio, and 
the several judges thereof. And the sessions of the said district courts 
shall, after the first day of May next, be as follows: in Kentucky, at 
Frankfort, two sessions, to commence on the first Mondays in June and 
December, annually; in East Tennessee, at Knoxville, two sessions, to 
commence on the third Monday in April and second Monday in October, 
annually; and at Nash ville, two sessions, to commence on the fourth 
Mondays in May and November, annually; and in Ohio, at Chilicothe, 
three sessions, to commence on the first Mondays in February, June and 
October, annually; and all actions, causes, pleas, process, and other pro
ceedings, relative to any cause, civil or criminal, which shall have been 
issued, and shall be returnable to, or depending in the said several dis
trict courts of the United States, acting as district courts, on the said 
first day of May next, shall be returned and held continued to the said 
several district courts, respectively, at the times herein before appointed 
for holding the same. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the supreme court of the United 
States shall hereafter consist of a chief justice, and six associate justices, 
any law to (the) contrary notwithstapding. And for this purpose there 
shall be appointed a sixth associate justice, to reside in the seventh 
circuit, whose duty it shall be, until he is otherwise allotted, to attend 
the circuit courts of the said seventh circuit, and the supreme court of 
the United States, and who shall take the same oath, and be entitled to 
the same salary as are required of, and provided for the other associate 
justices of the United States. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1807. 

CHAP. XVII.-.Bn .IJ.ct to continue in force for a further time,_ a? act intituled 
"..in act to suspend the commercial intercourse between the limted States and 
certain parts of the island of St. Domingo." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <!f Representative~ of the U~fted 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act, rnt_1tuled An 
act to suspend the commercial intercourse between the Umted States 
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and certain parts of the island of St. Domingo," passed on the twenty. 
eighth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and six, be, and 
the same hereby is continued in force until the end of the next session 
of Congress, and no longer. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the prohibitions and provi
sions of the aforesaid act shall be construed, and are hereby declared 
to extend to Gonoave and Tortuga, and to any other dependency of the 
said island of St. Domingo, not in possession of, or under the acknow
ledged government of France. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1807. 

CHAP. XV lll.-.11.n .fl.ct f urtlter supplementary to tlte act, intituled ".I.In act con• 
cerning tlte District ef Columbia." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and /louse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, 'l'hat so much of the act, 
intituled "An act additional to, and amendatory of an act, intituled An 
act concerning the district of Columbia," as directs that no capias ad 
satisfaciendumshall thereafter issue on any judgment rendered by a single 
magistrate, or in any case where the judgment shall not exceed twenty 
dollars, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed, and in all such cases 
a writ or writs of capias ad satis.faDiendum may hereafter issue, any thing 
in the said recited act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That such writs of capias ad sal'is
.faciendum shall be issued, directed, and made returnable in like manner, 
and the clerk and constable shall be entitled to the same fees therein, as 
the said act herein before recited directs and allows in cases of execu
tions against the goods and chattels of the debtor. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the eighth section of the 
aforesaid act shall be, and the same is hereby also repealed. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1807. 

CHAP. XIX.-Jln Jlct respecting seizures made under tlte autltority ef tlte United 
States, and for otlter purpose,~. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That when any prosecution 
shall be commenced on account of the seizure of any ship or vessel, 
goods, wares, or merchandise, made by any collector or other officer, 
under any act of Congress authorizing such seizure, and judgment shall 
be given for the claimant or claimants, if it shall appear to the court before 
whom such prosecution shall be tried, that there was a reasonable cause 
of seizure, the said court shall cause a proper certificate or entry to be 
made thereof: and in such case the claimant or claimants shall not be 
entitled to costs, nor shall the person who made the seizure, or the pro
secutor, be liable to action, suit or judgment on account of such seizure 
and prosecution :( a) Provided, that the ship or vessel, goods, wares, or 

(a) Seizure. "Probable cause" means 1ess than evidence which would justify condemnation. It im
ports a sP-izure made under circumstances which warrant suspicion. Locke v. The United States, 7 
Crunch, 339; 2 Cond. Ilep. 521. 

A doubt concerning the construction of a hw, may be a good ground for seizure, and authorize acer
tificate of probable cause. The United States v. Riddle, 5 Cran ch, 311 ; 2 Cond. Rep. 266. 

If a collector justify the detention of a vessel under the 11th section of the en1bargo Jaw of April 25, 
1808, he need not show that his opinion was correct, nor that he used reasonable care and diHgence in 
ascertaining the facts upon which his opinion was founded. It is sufficient if he honestly entertained the 
opinion in which he acted. Otis v. Watkins, 9 Cranch, 339; 3 Cond. Rep. 424. 

,vhere a seizu're for a breach of the laws of the United States, is finally adjudged wrongful and with• 
out probable cause by the courts, the party may proceed, at his election, by a suit at common law, or in 
the instance court of the admiralty for the illegal act. But the common law remedy in such cases must 
be sought in the state courts, the courts of the United States having no jurisdiction to decide on the con
duct of their officers in the execution of their laws, in suits at common law, until the case shall have 
passed through the state courts. Slocum v. Mayberry et al., 2 Wheat. I; 4 Cond. Rep. 1. 
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merchandise be, after judgment, forthwith returned to such claimant or 
claimants, his, hr.r, or their agent or agents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the accounting officers of 
the treasury be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to allow to 
the collector of New York, in the settlement of his accounts, the amount 
of damages and costs recovered from and paid by him, by virtue of judo-
ments rendered in the supreme court of the state of New York, on a~
co~nt of the seizure of th~ ship Liberty, and of the ship Two Marys; 
which vessels had been seized and libelled for a presumed infraction of 
the provisions of the act, intituled "An act concerning the recristering and 
recording of ships or vessels." "' 

APPROVED, February 24, 1807. 

CHAP, XX.-Jln .!let lo punish frauds committed on tl,e Bank if the United 
States.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congi·ess assembled, That if any person shall falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 
forged or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely making, 
forging or counterfeiting any bill or note in imitation of, or purporting 
to be a bill or note issued by order of the president, directors and com
pany of the Bank of the United States, or any order or check on the 
said bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof, or shall falsely alter, or 
cause or procure to be falsely altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
altering any bill or note issued by order of the president, directors and 
company of the Bank of the United States, or any order or check, on 
the said bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof, or shall pass, utter 
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If a suit be brought against the seizing officer for a supposed trespass in making a seizure of a vessel 
for a supposed forfeiture, while the suit is depending, the fact of such pendency may be pleaded in 
abatement, or as a temporary bar to the action; if after a decree of condemnation, then that fact may be 
pleaded as a bar; if after an acquittal without a certificate of probable cause, then the officer is with
out any justification for the seizure, and it is definitively settled to be a tortious act. Gelston et al. v. 
Hoyt, 3 Wheat. 246; 4 Cond. Rep. 244. . 

To justify a seizure there must be probable cause of sei~ure; and if au officer of the customs seize 
without probable cause, no indictment lies for resisting him in the seizure, for he is not in the execution 
of his office. United States v. Gay, 2 Gailis. C. C.R. 3/59. 

Seizures for breach of municipal laws, are made at the peril of the seizers. If made without probable 
cause, the seizers are liable for all the consequences ; for the act is construed a tortious act, and his 
diligence for the preservation of the property, is no defence against losses occasioned by the superior 
force, or inevitable casualty. Burke v. Trevitt, l Mason's C. C. R. 96. 

(a) Indictment in the circuit court of North Carolina, for the forging of, and an attempt to pass a cer
tain paper writing in imitation of, and purporting to be, a bill or note issued by the president and 
directors of the Bank of the United States, provided in the 18th section of the act of 1816, establishing 
the Bank of the United States. The note was signed with the name of" John Huske," who had not 
been at any time president of the Bank of the United States; but who at the date of the counterfeiting 
was president of the office of discount at Fayetteville; and was countersigned by the name of" John W. 
Sanford," who at no time was cashier of the mother Bank, but was at the said date ca.shier of the said 
office of discount and deposit. Held, that this was an offence within the provisions of the law. United 
States v. Turner, 7 Peters, 132. 

Indictment on the 18th section of the act of Congress, entitled, "An act to incorporate the Bank of 
the United States," passed April 15, 1816. The indictment charged the defendant with uttering and 
forging "a counterfeit bill in imitation of a bill used by the president, &c., of the bank." 'fhc forged 
paper was in these words and figures: "Cashier of the Bank of the United States, pay C. W. Earnest or 
order, five dollars. Office of discount and deposit in Pittsburg, 10th day of December, 1829. A. Brack
enridge, Pres't, J. Correy, Cash'r." "Pay bearer, C. W. Earnest." Held, that a genuine instrument 
of which the forcrcd and counterfeited instrument is an imitation, is not a bill issued by order of the pre
sident of the Ba~k of the United States, according to the true intent and meaning of the 18th section of 
the act incorporating the bank. The United States v. Brewster, 7 Peters, 164. 

Counterfeiting an indorsement on a post note of the Bank of the United States, is not an offence under 
the 18th section of the act incorporating the bank. United States v. Stewar~, 4 Wash. C. C.R. 226. 

In a prosecution for forging the notes of the Bank of the United States; it Is not n~cessary to prove 
that it was committed with intention to defraud some corporation or person, and that the notes stated rn 
the indictment, and given in evidence as forged, and those alleged to be forged, are the same. United 
States v. Reuben Moses, 4 Wash. C. C.R. 726. 

An order on the cashier of the Bank of the United States, is evidence for supporting an indictment for 
forging an order on the cashier of the corporation of the Bank of the United States. United States t', 
Hinman, Baldwin's C. C.R. 292. 
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or publish, or attempt to pass, utter or publish as true, any false, forged, 
or counterfeited bill, or note, purporting to be a bill, or note, issued by 
order of the president, directors and company of the Bank of the United 
States, or any false, forged, or counterfeited order or check, upon the 
said bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof, knowing the same to 
be falsely forged or counterfeited, or shall pass, utter, or publish, or 
attempt to pass, utter or publish, as true, any falsely altered bill or note, 
issued by order of the. president, directors and company of the Bank of 
the United States, or any falsely altered order or check, on the said bank 
or corporation, or any cashier thereof, knowing the same to be falsely 
altered with intention to defraud the said corporation, or any other 
body politic, or person; every such person shall be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of felony, and being thereof convicted by due course of law, shall 
be sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept to hard labour, for a period not 
less than three years, nor more than ten years, or shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding ten years, and fined not exceeding five thousand dollars: 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to deprive 
the courts of the individual states of a jurisdiction under the laws of the 
several states, over the offence, declared punishable by this act. 

SEc. 2. And be it Jurt!ter enacted, That the act, intituled "An act 
to punish frauds committed on the Bank of the United States," passed 
the twenty-seventh day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety• 
eight, shall be and the same is hereby repealed : Provided nevertl1eless, 
that the repeal of the said act shall not be so construed, as to prevent 
the trial, condemnation or punishment of any person, or persons, charged 
with or guilty of a violation of any of its provisions, previous to the pass
ing of this act. 

APPROVED, February ~4, 1807. 

CHAP. XXL-An .fl.ct to extend the time for locating Vir.ginia milita1·y [land] 
warrants, for returning surveys thereon to the office of the Secretary of the de• 
partment of War, and appropriatinu lands for the U$e of schools, in the Vir• 
ginia military reservation, in lieu of those heretofore appropi·iated.(a) 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the officers and soldiers 

(a) Under the reserve contained in the cession act of Virginia, and under _the act,; o! Cong:e••. of Au
gust 10, 1790, and of June 9, 1794, the whole country lying between the Sc10ta and Little Miami rivers, 
was subjected to military warrants, to satisfy which the resenc was made. Doddridge v. Thompson, 9 
Wheat. 469; 5 Cond. Rep. 645. 

The territory lying between the two rivers, is the whole country from their sources to their mouths; 
and if no branch of either of them has acquired the name exclusively of another, the main branch to ill! 
source must be considered the true river. Ibid. 

The ~ct of Ju_n? 26, 1812, to ascertain the w~stern boundary of the tract reserved ~or militarywar~ants, 
and which prov1s10nally designates Ludlow's line, as the western boundary, did not mvahdate the title to 
the land between that line and Roberts'• line, acquired under a Virginia military warrant prev10us to the 
passage of that act. Ibid. 

The land between Ludlow's and Roberts's line was not withdrawn from the territory liable to he sur
veyed for military warrants by any act of Congress passed before the act of June 12, 1812. Ibid. 

The reservation made by the law of Virgini:t of 1783, ceding to Congress the territory northwest of 
the river Ohio, is not a reservation of the whole tract of country between the rivers Sciota and Little 
Miami. It is a reservation of only so much as may be necessary to make up any deficiency of good land 
in the country set apart for the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on continental establishment, on 
the southeast side of the Ohio. The residue of the lands are ceded to the United States as a common 
fund for those states who come or might become members of the Union; to be disposed of for that pur, 
pose. Jackson "· Clarke et al., 1 Peters, 635. . . 

A)thoug:h the military lands constitut~d the prin_iary claim upon. the trus!·, that claim was ac?ordmg. to 
the mtent,on of the parties so to be satisfied, as still to keep in view the interests of the Umon, fh,ch 
were also vital objects of the trust. This was only to be effected by prescribing the time in which the 
lands to be appropriated by those claimants should be separated from the general mass, so as to enable 
the government to apply the residue to the general purposes of the trust. Ibid. 

If the right existetl in Congress to prescribe the time in which military warrants should be located, the 
right to annex conditions to its extension, follows as a necessary consequence. lbid. 

If it be conceded that the proviso in the act of March 2 1807, was not intended for the protection of 
sm..-eys which were in themselves absolutely void, it m'ust be admitted that it was intended to protect 
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of the Virginia line on continental establishment, their heirs or assigns, 
entitled to bounty lands within the tra_ct reserved by Virginia, between 
the little Miami and Scioto rivers, for satisfying the legal bounties to 
her officers and soldiers upon continental establishment, shall be allowed 
a further time of three years, from the twenty-third of March next, to 
complete their locations, and a further time of five years from the said 
twenty-third of March next, to return their surveys and warrants, or cer
tified copies of warrants, to the office of the Secretary of the War depart
ment, any thing in the act intituled "An act to ascertain the boundary 
of the lands reserved by the state of Virginia, northwest of the river 
Ohio, for the satisfaction of her officers and soldiers on continental 
establishment, and to limit the period for locating the said lands," to 
the contrary notwithstanding: Provided, that no locations, as aforesaid, 
within the above mentioned tract, shall, after the passing of this act, 
be made on tracts of land for which patents had previously been issued, 
or which had been previously surveyed, and any patent which may 
nevertheless be obtained for land located contrary to the provisions of' 
this section, shall be considered as null and void. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized to obtain copies of all the locations 
and surveys, which have been, or may be made within the above men
tioned tract, and to cause to be run or surveyed, as many straight lines 
across the same, as he may deem necessary, not exceeding three: and 
from these and such other documents as may be obtained, to cause to 
be made a general connected plat of all the lands located and surveyed 
within the same; a copy of which shall be deposited in the war depart
ment, and another copy shall be laid before Congress, together with an 
estimate of the surplus which may remain, after satisfying the bounties 
above mentioned. And the expenses incurred in surveying the lines, 
and obtaining the copies aforesaid, and in preparing the general plat 
above mentioned, shall be defrayed out of the monies appropriated for 
completing the surveys of the public lands northwest of the river Ohio. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That eighteen quarter townships 
and three sections, to be selected hy the Secretary of the Treasury, by 
lot, in that tract of land in the state of Ohio, lately purchased from the 
Indians, and lying between the tract commonly called .the United States 
military tract, and the tract commonly called the Connecticut reserve, 
be, and the same are hereby appropriated for the use of schools, in that 
tract ofland in the state aforesaid, commonly called "the Virginia mili
tary reservation," and be vested in the legislature of that state, in trust 
for the use aforesaid, and for no other use, intent, or purpose whatever; 
which said eighteen quarter townships and three sections, are thus ap
propriated, and vested in lieu of the one thirty-sixth part of the tract 
aforesaid, called the "Virginia military reservation," which by a former 
act had been appropriated and vested as aforesaid, for the use of schools 
within the same: Provided however, that no quarter townships, includ
ing the section number sixteen of such township, shall be selected as 
aforesaid for the purpose above mentioned. And provided, also, and it 
is hereby understood and declared, that the said eighteen quarter town-
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those which were defective, and which might be avoided for irregularity. If this effect be denied to the 
proviso it becomes itself a nullity. Ibid. 

Lands surveyed are as completely withdrawn from the common mass, as lands i>atented. It cannot be 
said that the prohibition that "no location shall be made on tracts of land for which pat~nts have pre
viously been issued, or which had been previously surveyed," was intended only for va(1d and regu!ar 
surveys. They did not require legislative aid. The clause was introduced for the protect10n of defective 
entries and surveys, which might be made in quiet times. Ibid. . . 

Under the peculiar system of the Virginia land Jaw, as it has been settled in K~nt?cky and the md1tary 
district in Ohio, by usages adapted to the circumstances of the country, many prmc1ples ar': e~tabhshed, 
which are unknown to the common law. A Jong course of adjudication has fixed these prmc1p!es, and 
they are considered as the settled rules by which these military titles are to be governed. Galt v. Gallo
way, 4 Peters, 343. 

VoL. U.-54 2 N 2 
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ships and three sections, shall be appropriated and vested, for the pur
poses aforesaid, only on condition that the legislature of the state of 
Ohio shall, within one year after the passing of this act, pass a law ac
cepting the said eighteen quarter townships and three sections, for the 
purposes aforesaid, in lieu of the thirty-sixth part of the tract commonly 
called "the Virginia military reservation," heretofore appropriated and 
vested by law for the use of schools within the same; and releasing to 
the United States, all their claim, right, title, and interest, and all the 
right, title and interest of the inhabitants of the tract of land last men
tioned, to the thirty-sixth part of the said tract h~reiofore appropriated 
and vested by law for the use of schools within the same. And if the 
legislature of the said state shall not pass a Jaw as aforesaid, within one 
year after the passing of this act, the said eighteen quarter townships 
and three sections shall not be considered and held as appropriated and 
vested for the purposes aforesaid, but shall be disposed of in the same 
manner as is or may be provided, by Jaw, for the disposal of other public 
lands in the same tract. 

ArrROVED, March 2, 1807. 

CHAP. XXII.-.8n .8ct to prohibit /lie importation of Slaves info any port or 
place witMn /lie _iurisdiclion ef the United States, from and after the firs/ day 
of January, in Ille year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eigld.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and /louse of Representatives af tlic United 
States ~f America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
day of January, one thousand eight htmdred and eight, it shall not be 
lawful to import or bring into the United States or the territories thereof 
from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or per
son of colour, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of such negro, mulatto, 
or person of colour, as a slave, or to be held to service or labour. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That no citizen or citizens of the 
United States, or any other person, shall, from and after the first day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
for himself, or themselves, or any other person whatsoever, either as mas
ter, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load or otherwise prepare any ship 
or vessel, in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place within 
the same, for the purpose of procuring any negro, mulatto, or person 
of colour, from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, to be transported 
to any port or place whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, to be held, sold, or disposed of as slaves, ortobe held to service or 
labour: and if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out for the purpose 
aforesaid, or shall be caused to sail so as aforesaid, every such ship or 
vessel, her tadde, apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United 
States; and shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and condemned in 
any of the circuit courts or district courts, for the district where the said 
ship or vessel may be found or seized. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all and every person so build
ing, fitting out, equipping, loading, or otherwise preparing or sending 
away, any ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the same shall be 
employed in such trade or business, from and after the first day of Jan
uary, one thousand eight hundred and eight, contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of this act, or any ways aiding or abetting therein, shall 
severally forfeit and pay twenty thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to 
the use of the United States, and the other moiety to the use of any 
person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtltci- enacted, If any citizen or citizens of the 

(a) Sec notes to act of March 22, 1791, chap. 11, vol. i. 347. 
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United States, or any person resident within the jurisdiction of the 
same, shall, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, take on board, receive or transport from any of the 
coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place, 
or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, in any ship or ves
sel, for the purpose of selling them in any port or place within the juris
diction of the United States as slaves, or to be held to service or labour, 
or shall be in any ways aiding or abetting therein, such citizen or citi
zens, or person, shall severally forfeit and pay five thousand dollars, one 
moiety thereof to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and 
prosecute the same to effect; and every such ship or vessel in which 
such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, shall have been taken on board, 
received, or transported as aforesaid, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the goods and effects which shall be found on board the same, shall 
be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be seized, prose
cuted, and condemned in any of the circuit courts or district courts in 
the district where the said ship or vessel may be found or seized. And 
neither the importer, nor any person or persons claiming from or under 
him, shall hold any right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or 
person of colour, nor to the service or labour thereof, who may be im
ported or brought within the United States, or territories thereof, in 
violation of this law, but the same shall remain subject to any reo-ula
tions not contravening the provisions of this act, which the legislariires 
of the several states or territories at any time hereafter may make, for 
disposing of any such negro, mulatto, or person of colour.(a) 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, or any other person resident within the jurisdiction 
of the same, shall, from and after the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, take on board any ship or vessel from any of the coasts or king
dorns of Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place, or country, 
any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, with intent to sell him, her, or 
them, for a slave, or slaves, or to be held to service or labour, and shall 
transport the same to any port or pface within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and there sell such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, 
so transported as aforesaid, for a slave, or to be held to service or labour, 
every such offender shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and 
being thereof convicted before any court having competent jurisdiction, 
shall suffer imprisonment for not more than ten years nor less than five 
years, and be fined not exceeding ten thousand dollars, nor less than one 
thousand dollars. 

s~;c. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons 
whatsoever, shall, from and after the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, purchase or sell any negro, mulatto, or person 
of colour, for a slave, or to be held to service or labour, who shall have 
been imported, or brought from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, 
or from the dominions of any foreign state, immediately adjoining to the 
United States, into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, after the last day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven, knowing at the time of such purchase or sale, such negro, mu
latto, or person of colour, was so brought within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, as aforesaid, such purchaser and seller shall severally for
feit and pay for every negro, mulatto, or person of colour, so purchased 
or sold as aforesaid, eight hundred dollars; one moiety thereof to the 
United States, and the other moiety to the use of any person or persons 
who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect: Provided, that the 
aforesaid forfeiture shall not extend to the seller or purchaser of any 

(a) Sec notes to act of March 22, 179'!, ch:tp. II, vol. i. 347, 348. 
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negro, mulatto, or person of colour, who may ,be sold or disposed of 
in virtue of any regulation which may hereafter be made by any of the 
legislatures of the several states in that respect, in pursuance of this 
act, and the constitution of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel shall be 
found, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hun
dred and eight, in any river, port, bay, or harbor, or on the high seas, 
within the jurisdictional limits of the United States, or hovering 6n the 
coast thereof, having on board any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, 
for the purpose of selling them as slaves, or with intent to land the same, 
in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, con
trary to the prohibition of this act, every such ship or vessel, together 
with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods or effects which 
shall be found on board the same, shall be forfeited to the use of the 
United States, and may be seized, prosecuted, and condemned, in any 
court of the United States, having jurisdiction thereof. And it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, and he is hereby autho
rized, should he deem it expedient, to cause any of the armed vessels of 
the United States to be manned and employed to cruise on any part of 
the coast of the United States, or territories thereof, where he may judge 
attempts will be made to violate the provisions of this act, and to instruct 
and direct the commanders of armed vessels of the United States, to 
seize, take, and bring into any port of the United States all such ships or 
vessels, and moreover to seize, take, and bring into any port of the United 
States all ships or vessels of the United States, wheresoever found on the 
high seas, contravening the provisions of this act, to be proceeded against 
according to Jaw, and the captain, master, or commander of every such 
ship or vessel, so found and seized as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, and shall be liable to be prosecuted before any court 
of the United States, having jurisdiction thereof; and being thereof 
convicted, shall be fined not exceeding ten thousand dollars, and be im
prisoned not less than two years, and· not exceeding four years. And 
the proceeds of all ships and vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the goods and effects.on board of them, which shall be so seized, 
prosecuted and condemned, shall be divided equally between the United 
States and the officers and men who shall make such seizure, take, or 
bring the same into port for condemnation, whether such seizure be 
made by an armed vessel of the United States, orrevenue cutters thereof, 
and the same shall be distributed in like manner, as is provided by law, 
for the distribution of prizes taken from an enemy: Provided, that the 
officers and men, to be entitled to one half of the proceeds aforesaid, 
shall safe keep every negro, mulatto, or person of colour, found on 
board of any ship or vessel so by them seized, taken, or brought into 
port for condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or 
person of colour, to such person or persons as shall be appointed by the 
respective states, to receive the same; and if no such person or persons 
shall be appointed by the respective states, they shall deliver every such 
negro, mulatto, or person of colour, to the overseers of the poor of the 
port or place where such ship or vessel may be brought or found, and 
shall immediately transmit to the governor or chief magistrate of the 
state, an account of their proceedings, together with the number of 
such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour, and a descriptive list of 
the same, that he may give directions respecting such negroes, mulattoes, 
or persons of colour.(a) 

(a) The district courts have jurisdiction under the slave trade acts, to determine who are the actual 
c~pto~s under a state law, made in pursuance of the 4th section of the slave trade act of 1807, and 
directmg the proceeds of the sale of the negroes to be paid, "one moiety for the use of the commanding 
officer of the capturing vessel." The Josefa Segunda, 10 Wheat. 312; 6 Cond. Rep. 111. 

Th<! offence against the laws of the United States under the 7th section of the act of 1807, isnot that 
of importing or brmging into the United States, persons of colour, with intent to hold such persons as 
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SEc. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That no captain, master or com
mander of any ship or vessel, of less burthen than forty tons, shall, from 
and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
take on board and transport any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, to 
any port or place whatsoe~er, _for the purpose of selling or disposing of 
the same as a slave, or with mtent that the same may be sold or dis
posed of to be held to service or labour, on penalty of forfeiting for 
every such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, so taken on board and 
transported, as aforesaid, the sum of eight hundred dollars; one moiety 
thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety to any 
person or persons who shall sue for, and prosecute the same to effect: 
Provided howe11er, That nothing in this section shall extend to prohibit 
the taking on board or transporting on any river, or inland bay of the 
sea, within the jurisdiction of the United States, any negro, mulatto, or 
person of colour, (not imported contrary to the provisions of this act) 
in any vessel or species of craft whatever. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That the captain, master, or com
mander of any ship or vessel of the burthen of forty tons or more, from 
and afler the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eio-ht, 
sailing coastwise, from any port in the United States, to any port or 
place within the jurisdiction of the same, having on board any negro, 
mulatto, or person of colour, for the purpose of transporting them to be 
sold or disposed of as slaves, or to be held to service or labour, shall, 
previous to the departure of such ship or vessel, make out and subscribe 
duplicate manifests of every such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, 
on board such ship or vrssel, therein specifying the name and sex of 
each person, their age and stature, as near as may be, and the class to 
which they respectively belong, whether negro, mulatto, or person of 
colour, with the name and place of residence of every owner or shipper 
of the same, and shall deliver such manifests to the collector of the port, 
if there be one, otherwise to the surveyor, before whom the captaiu, 
master, or commander, together with the owner or shipper, shall seve
rally swear or affirm to the best of their knowledge and belief, that the 
persons therein specified were not imported or brought into the United 
States, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hun
dred and eight, and that under the laws of the state, they are held to 
service or lab,rnr; whereupon the said collector or surveyor shall certify 
the same on the said manifests, one of which he shall return to the said 
captain, master, or commander, with a permit, specifying thereon the 
number, names, and general description of such persons, and authoriz
ing him to proceed to the port of his destination. And if any ship or 
vessel, being laden and destined as aforesaid, shall depart from the port 
where she may then be, without the captain, master, or commander 
having first made out and subscribed duplicate manifests, of every negro, 
mulatto, and person of colour, on board such ship or vessel, as afore
said, and without having previously delivered the same to the said col
lector or surveyor, and obtained a permit, in manner as herein required, 
or shall, previous to her arrival at the port of her destination, take on 
board any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, other than those specified 
in the manifests, as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, together with 
her tackle, apparel and furniture, shall be forfeited to the use of the 
United States, and may be seized, prosecuted and condemned in any 
court of the United States, having jurisdiction thereof; and the captain, 

429 

Slaves not to 
be transported 
in vessels under 
forty tons bur• 
then, to be dis. 
posed of, &c. 

Penalties. 

This section 
not to prohibit 
taking on board 
or transporting 
on any river or 
bay within the 
jurisdiction of 
the U. States. 

Vessels of 
larger burthen, 
sailing' coast. 
wise, to have 
the names of 
slaves for sale 
inserted in their 
papers, &c. 

The shipper 
to swearthe ne. 
groea were not 
imported into 
the U. States 
after January 1, 
1808. 

Penalties on 
departing with• 
out such list. 

slaves, but that of hovering on the coast of the United States with such intent. And although it forfeits 
the vessel and any goods or effects found on board, it is silent as to disposing of the coloured persons 
found on board, any further than to impose a duty upon the officers of the armed vessels who make the 
capture to keep them safely to be delivered to the overseers of the poor, or the governer of the state, or 
persons appointed by the respective states to receive them, United States v. Preston, 3 Peters, 57. 

The persons sold as slaves under an. order of the district court of Louisiana, in a case where the decree 
was afterwards reversed, were illegally sold, and they are free. Ibid. 
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master, or commander of every such ship or vessel, shall moreover for
feit, for every such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, so transported, 
or taken on board, contrary to the provisions of this act, the sum of one 
thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the United States, and the other 
moiety. to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and' prose
cute the same to effect. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the captain, master, or com
mander of every ship or vessel, of the burthen of forty tons or more, 
from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, sailing coastwise, and having on board any negro, mulatto, or 
person of colour, to sell or dispose of as slaves, or to be held to service 
or labour, and arriving in any port within the jurisdiction of the U nitcd 
States, from any other port within the same, shall, previous to the unlading 
or putting oa shore any of the persons aforesaid, or suffering them to 
go on shore, deliver to the collector, if there be one, or if not, to the 
surveyor residing at the port of her arrival, the manifest certified by the 
collector or surveyor of the port from whence she sailed, as is herein 
before directed, to the truth of which, before such officer, he shall swear 
or affirm, and if the collector or surveyor shall be satisfied therewith, 
he shall thereupon grant a permit for unlading or suffering such negro, 
mulatto, or person of colour, to be put on shore, and if the captain, 
master, or commander of any such ship or vessel being laden as afore
said, shall neglect or refuse to deliver the manifest at the time and in, 
the manner herein directed, or shall land or put on shore any negro, 
mulatto, or person of colour, for the purpose aforesaid, before he shall 
have delivered his manifest as aforesaid, and obtained a permit for that 
purpose, every such captain, master, ,or commander, shall forfeit and pay 
ten thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the United States, the other 
moiety to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prose
cute the same to effect. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1807. 

March 3, 1807. CnAr.XXIIl.-.On Jl.ct to 1·educe tlte expenses attending tlte administration efjus• 
ticc in tlte district ef Columbia. Act of Fe!.>. 

27, 1801, ch.15. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congi·css assembled, That for the service of any 
writ, warrant, attachment, summons, or order of court, the marshal for 
the district of Columbia shall be entitled to receive the fee of fifty cents 
only, for each person on whom served; and for the taking any bond 
required by law, a foe of fifty cents only; and for such services as are 
not enumerated in this, or some other act of Congress, he shall receive 
the like fees and compensation, if they be performed in the county of 
Alexandria, as by the laws of Virginia, in force on the first Monday of 
December, in the year eighteen hundred, were allowed to the sheriff 
of a county, for the like services; and if they be performed in the 
county of Washington, the like fees and compensation, as by the laws 
of Maryland, in force on the day last mentioned, were allowed to a 
sheriff of a county, in Maryland, for the like services. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the circuit court 
of the district of Columbia, for the county of Alexandria, shall be entitled 
to receive for his services, the same fees only, as by the laws of Virginia, 
in force on the day last mentioned, were allowed to the clerk of the dis
trict court in that state, for the like services; in chancery proceedings, 
the same fees only, as were nllowed by the said laws to the clerk of the 
high court of chancery, in the said state, for like s<'rvices; and for such 
services as were not, by the said laws, to be performed by the clerk of 
either of the said courts in Virginia, he shall receive such fees only, as 
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were allowed by the said laws, to the clerk of a county court in the said 
state, for the like services. 

SEC, 3. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the said circuit 
court of the district of Columbia, for the county of Washington, shall 
be entitled to receive the same fees only, for his services, as by the laws 
of Maryland, in force on the said first Monday of December, in the year 
eighteen hundred, were allowed to the clerk of the general court of 
Maryland, for the like services; and for his services in chancery pro
ceedings, the same fees only, as by the said laws, were allowed to the 
register of the court of chancery of Maryland, for the like services; and 
for such services as were not, by the said laws, to be performed by the 
said clerk of the said general court, or by the said register, he shall be 
allowed such fees and compensation only, as by the said laws, were 
allowed to a clerk of a county court in Maryland, for the ljke services: 
Provided, that nothing in this act shall prevent the said marshal and 
clerk from receiving their daily compensation for attending court as 
heretofore. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That such of the said fees as by 
the laws aforesaid, are chargeable in tobacco, shall be paid in money, 
at the rate of one dollar and seventy-five cents for one hundred pounds 
of tobacco. And it shall be the duty of the said marshal, and the said 
clerk, of the said circuit court, respectively, to make a table of their 
respective fees, in dollars and cents, according to this act; and to keep 
a copy thereof, at all times, exposed to public view, in their respective 
offices; and all fees and costs shall be taxed, and fee bills for collection, 
stated in money only. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlte1· enacted, That in suits at common law in 
the said circuit court, the taxable fee to an attorney, shall be five dollars 
only; and in suits in chancery, the taxable fee to a solicitor, shall be ten 
dollars only: Provided, that nothing in this act shall extend to the offi
cial services of the attorney of the U nitcd States, for the district of 
Columbia. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all temporary statutes of 
the states of Virginia and Maryland, which by the first section of the 
act concerning the district of Columbia, passed on the twenty-seventh 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and one, were adopted for 
the said district, shall not expire within the said district, by virtue of 
any limitation in said statutes contained; but shall remain in force as at 
the time of their adoption, unless other provision has been or shall be 
made by Congress, respecting the same. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That all laws, and parts of laws, 
contrary to, or inconsistent with this act, shall be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

This act shall commence and be in force from and after the passing 
thereof. 

ArrnovED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP, XXV.-.Hn .Rel allowing an additional compensat-ion to the judges ef tl,e 
Mississippi, Indiana, Micl,igan and Louisiana Territwies. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Eiouse of Representatives of t!1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That each of the Judges of 
the Mississippi, Indiana, Michigan and Louisiana territories, appointed 
under the authority of the United States, be entitled to the annual sum 
of twelve hundred dollars, in lieu of his present compensation, to com
mence on the first day of January last. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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CHAP. XXVIII.-.Rn .Bet making appropriatiom for finishing the south wing ef 
the Capitol, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repi·esentatiiies of the United 
States of A.merica in Congress assembled, That in addition to appro
priations already made, the following sums of money shall be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated, to be applied under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to the purposes herein after mentioned, 
that is to say: 

For finishing the south wing of the capitol, twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For furnishing the same for the accommodation of the House of 
Representatives, seventeen thousand dollars. 

For making a new roof and other repairs to the north wing of the 
capitol, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For opening and repairing avenues and roads within the territory of 
Columbia, three thousand dollars. 

For repairs and improvements on the President's house, and the lot 
of ground on which the same stands, fifteen thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several sums of money 
hereby appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP. XXIX.-.On .Bet making appi·opriations for tlte support ef Government 
during the year one thousand eight lwndred and seven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unitea 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure 
of the civil list, in the present year, including the contingent expenses 
of the several departments and officers; for the compensation of the 
several loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for 
the same; for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of 
the mint establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign 
nations; for the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; 
for the defraying the expenses of surveying the public lands, and for 
satisfying certain miscellaneous claims; the following sums be, and the 
same hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two hou:;es of Congress, twenty-four thousand 
two hundred dollars. • 

For all contingent expenses of the library, and librarian's allowance 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, eight hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to, the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, thirteen thousand dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
four thousand two hundred dollars. 

For printing and distributing copies of the Jaws of the second session 
of the ninth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thou
sand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For special messengers charged with despatches, two thousand dollars. 
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For compen$ation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, sixteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the 
person employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, 
stationery and printing, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars. 

For e.xpense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, the clerks and per
sons in his office, twelve thousand two hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the office of the auditor of the treasury, five huodred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the register's office, (includ
ing books for the public stock and for the arrangement of the marine 
papers,) two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps and charts, for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the stating and printing of the 
public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury, during the ye&r one thousand eight 
hundred and seven, including the expense of two watchmen, and for the 
repair of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental ex
penses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses of the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public suppli~s, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent, 
and fuel for the said office, four thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand ~ig~t hundred and ten 1ollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, prmtmg, and other contmgent ex
penses in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand 
dollars. 
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For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his oflice, ten thousand four hundred aud ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, to the assistant Post
master-General, and clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster
General's office, fourteen thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c. exclusive of expenses for prosecution, portmanteaus, mail 
locks, and other expenses incident to the department, these being paid 
for by the Postmaster-General, out of the funds of the office, two thou
sand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans, 
and for an allowance to certain loan oflicers, in lieu of clerk hire, and 
to defray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, fifteen thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the sun-eyer-general, and for that of the clerks 
employed by him, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, stationery and other contin
gencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the oflicers of the mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hnn<lred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars. 
And two clerks at five hundred dollars. 
For the wages of persons employed in the different branches of 

melting, coining, carpenter's, millwright's, and smith's work, including 
the sum <lf one thousand dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant 
coiner and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron work, 
seven thousand two hundred and seventy-eight dollars. 

For the repairs of furnaces, costs of rollers and screws, timbe1, bar 
iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, 
two thousand six hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the terri
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the executive officers of 
the said territory, and for express hire, and compensation of an Indian 
interpreter, two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judge:e, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, five thousand nine lmndre<l and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mich
igan territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Loni• 
siana territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 



NINTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 29. 1807. 435 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contincrent expenses Specific ap. 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

0 
propriations. 

For the discharge of such demands against the Un:ted States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, two. thou
sand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 
of state, treasury, war, and navy, and of the general post-offke, not ex
ceeding, for each department respectively, fifteen per centum, in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix the 1806, ch. 41. 
compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain public 
roads; and for other purposes," thirteen thousand two hundred and sixty-
nine dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate judges, 
and district judges of the U nite<l States, including the chief justice, and 
two associate judges of the district of Columbia; to the attorney-general, 
and to the judge of the district of Orleans, fifty-nine thousand four hun
dred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attorneys of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and 
Orleans, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures, and 
penalties, and likewise for defraying the expenses of prosecution for of
fences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
eight hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United States, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven, to the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars, and shoals, and certain con
tingent expenses, eighty-three thousand nine hundred and sixty-one 
dollars and eight cents. 

For erecting a lighthouse on St. Simon's island, in Georgia, the for
mer appropriation of seven thousand dollars for that object having been 
carried to the surplus fund, nineteen thousand dollars. 

For erecting lighthouses at the mouth of the Mississippi river, and at 
or near the pitch of Cape Look-out, in North Carolina, in addition to 
the sums heretofore appropriated by law for those objects, the balance 
of a former appropriation for those objects, of twenty-four thousand six 
hundred and twenty-five dollars and ninety-six cents, having been car
ried to the surplus fund, fifty-five thousand dollars. 

For erectincr a lighthouse on Whitehead, at the entrance of Penobscot 
bay, the formir appropriation for that object having been carried to the 
surplus fund, two thousand two hundred and five dollars and eighty cents. 

For the erection of beacons in the harbor of New York, in addition 
to the sums heretofore appropriated, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incurred in surveyi~g the _c_oast of North 
Carolina, between Cape Hatteras and Cape Fear, 111 add1t1on to the snm 
heretofore appropriated for that object, one thousand three hundred 
doHars. 

For compensating the commissioners in the aforesaid service for the 
loiis of their effects incident to the ser"ic.e, on board the revenue cutters 
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wrecked at Ocracock; the amount of which loss the accounting officers 
of the treasury are hereby authorized to liquidate and allow upon satis
factory proof being exhibited to them of such loss, one thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

For carrying on the surveys of public lands in the state of Ohio, and 
in the several territories, seventy-three thousand one hundred and eighty 
dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, thirty-three thousand 
and fifty dollars. 

For contingent expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses of intercourse with .the Barbary powera, 
fifty thousand ,dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the agents at London, Paris, and Madrid, for pro
secuting claims in relation to captures, six thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which arc of a nature, accord
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the several appropriations 
heretofore made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP, XXX.-.9n .!let repealing the acts laying duties on salt, and continu• 
ing in force, for a further time, the first section ef the act, intituled ".Bn ./l_cf 

further to protect the commerce and seamen ef the United States, against the 
Barbary powers." 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thir• 
tieth day of June next, the act, intituled "An act laying an additional 
duty on salt imported into the United States, aud for other purposes," 
passed the eighth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
seven, shall be, and the same hereby is repealed, and that from and after 
the thirty-first day of December next, so much of any act as lays a duty 
on imported salt, be, and the same hereby is repealed; and from and 
after the <lay last aforesaid, salt shall be imported into the United States 
free of duty; Provided, that for the recovery and receipt of such duties 
as shall have accrued, and on the days aforesaid respectively remain out
standing, and for the recovery and distribution of fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, and the remission thereof, which shall have been incurred 
before and on the said days respectively, the provisions of the aforesaid 
act shall remain in full force and virtue. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of January next, so much of any act as allows a bounty on exported salt 
provisions and pickled fish, in lieu of drawback of the duties on the salt 
employed in curing the same, and so much of any act as makes allow
ance to the owners and crews of fishing vessels, in lieu of drawback of 
the duties paid on the salt used by the same, shall be, and the same here
by is repealed: Proi•ided, that the provisions of the aforesaid acts shall 
remain in full force and virtue for the payment of the bounties or al
lowances incurred or payable on the first day of January next. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, 
intituled " An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the 
United States, against the Barbary powers," as is contained in the first 
section of the said act, be, and the same hereby is continued in force 
until the first day of January next, and no longer: Provided however, 
that the additional duty laid by the said section shall be collected on all 
such goods, wares, and merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall 
have been imported previous to that day. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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CHAP. XXXI.-.Bn .Bet authorizing patents to issue fl)T' land'8 located and sur- March 3, 1807. 
veyed by vfrtue of certain Virginia resolution warrants:,(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any officer or soldier of the 
Virginia line, on continental establishment, or his legal representatives, 
to whom a land warrant has issued, by virtue of any resolution of the 
legislature of Virginia, as a bounty for services, which by the laws of 
Virginia, passed prior to the cession of the North-western territory to 
the United States, entitled such officer or soldier to bounty lands, shall, 
if the said warrant has been or shall be located within three years from 
the twenty-third of March next, and a survey thereof has been or shall 
be, within five years from the said twenty-third of March next, returned 
to the office of the Secretary of War, obtain a patent for the same, in 
the same manner, and on the same conditions, as patents are obtained 
for lands located and surveyed on other warrants of the officers and sol
diers of the Virginia line, on continental establishment: Provided, that 
no patent shall be obtained on such resolution warrant, unless there is 
produced to the Secretary of War, satisfactory evidence that such war
rant was,granted for services which, by the laws of Virginia, passed prior 
to the cession of the North-western territory, would have entitled such 
officer or soldier, his heirs or assigns, to bounty lands, and also a certifi
cate of the register of the land-office of Virginia, that no other warrant 
has issued from the said land-office for the same services. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That no patent shall be issued by 
virtue of the preceding section, for a greater quantity of land, than the 
rank or term of service of the officer or soldier, to whom or to whose 
legal representatives such resolution warrant has been granted, would 
have entitled him to under the aforesaid laws of Virginia; and whenever 
it appears to the Secretary of War, that the survey or surveys, made by 
virtue of any resolution warrant, is for a greater quantity of land than 
the officer or soldier is entitled to for his services, the Secretary of War 
shall certify, on the said survey or surveys, the amount of such surplus 
quantity, and the officer or soldier, his heirs or assigns, shall have leave 
to withdraw his survey from the office of the Secretary of War, and re
survey his location, excluding such surplus quantity, in one body, from 
any part of his re-survey, and a patent shall issue upon such re-survey as 
in other cases. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP, XXXIV.-.Bn .11.ct regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michi• 
gan.(b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States rif America in Congress assembled, That all the decisions made 

(a) See notes to act of May 18, 1796, chap. 29, Vol- i. 464. 
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(b) Acts relating to the sale of the public lands in Michigan:-
An act regulating the grants of lands in the territory of Michigan, March 3, 1807, ch!lp, 31. 
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by the commissioners appointed for the purpose of examining the claims 
of persons claiming lands in the district of Detroit, in favour of such 
claimants, as entered in the transcript of decisions which have been 
transmitted by the said commissioners, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
according to law, be, and the same are hereby confirmed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to every person or persons 
in the actual possession, occupancy, and improvement, of any tract or 
parcel of land, in his; her, or their own right, at the time of the passing 
of this act, within that part of the territory of Michigan, to which the 
Indian title has been extinguished, and which said tract or parcel of 
land was settled, occupied and improved, by him, her, or them, prior to 
and on the first day of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
six, or by some other person or persons, under whom he, she, or they 
hold or claim the right to the occupancy, or possession thereof, and 
which said occupancy or possession has been continued to the time of 
the passing of this act; the said tract or parcel of land thus possessed, 
occupied, and improved, shall be granted, and such occupant or occu
pants shall be confirmed in the title to the same, as an estate of inherit
ance, in fee simple: Provided however, that no other claims shall be 
confirmed, by virtue of this section, than such as have been entered 
with the register of the land-office of Detroit, within the time, and in 
the manner provided by law, and by the commissioners aforesaid, have 
been inserted in their report, transmitted as aforesaid ; nor shall more 
than one tract or parcel of land be thus granted to any one person, and 
the same shall not conta·in more than the quantity claimed, nor more 
than six hundred and forty acres: And provided also, that the same shall 
not extend to any tract heretofore reserved, or which may by the Presi
dent of the United States, be set aside for public uses, in the town of 
Detroit and its vicinity, or on the island of Michilimackinac. 

Sr-;c. 3. And be it further enacted, That the secretary of the territory 
of Michigan, together with the register and receiver of public monies 
of the land-office of Detroit, shall be commissioners for the purpose of 
ascertaining and deciding on the rights of persons claiming the benefit 
of this act: and the said commissioners shall, previous to entering on 
the duties of their appointment, respectively ta,ke and subscribe the fol
lowing oath or affirmation, before some person qualified to administer 
the same: I do ~olemuly swear ( or affirm) that I will impar
tially exercise and discharge the duties imposed upon me, by an act of 
Congress, intituled " An act regulating the grants of land in the terri
tory of Michigan." And it shall be the duty of the said commissioners 
to meet at the town of Detroit, on or before the first day of July next, 
and they shall not adjourn to any other place, or for any longer time, 

An act makint; provis;on for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other pur
poses, March 26, 1804, chap. 35, sec. 2, &c. 

An act supplementary to the act entitled," An act making provision for the disposal of the public 
lands in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes," March 3, 1805, chap. 43, sec. 6. 

An act for the adjnstmcnt of titles to land in the town of Detroit and territory of Michigan, and for 
other purposes, April 21, 1806, chap. 43. 

An act supplemental to "an act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michigan," April 26, 
l~,~P-~- -

An act to authorize the grantin~ patents for lands according to the surveys that have been made, and 
to grn.nt donc1tion rights to certain claimants of land in the district of Detroit, and for other purposes, 
lipril 23, 1812, ch!lp. 6.2. 

An act allowing further time for entering donation rights to lands in the district of Detroit, March 3, 
1817, chap. DO. 

An act to revive the powers of the commissioners for ascertaining and deciding on claims to land at 
Green Bay an<l Prairie des Cheins, in the territory of Michigan, May 11, 1820, chap. 84. 

An act to revive and continue in force, certain acts for the adjustment of laud claims in the territory 
of Michigan, February 2 l, 1823, chap. 10. 

An act to confirm certain claims to lands in the territory of Michigan, April 17, 1828, chap. 12. 
An act to establish a land-office in the territory of Michigan, and for other purposes, February 19, 

1831, chap. 27. 
An act supplementary to "an act to provide for the adjustment of titles to land in the town of Detroit 

and territory of Michigan, and for other purposes," passed April 21, 1826, August 29, 1842, chap. 260. 
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than three days, until the first day of January next, or until they shall 
have completed the business of their appointment. And the said com
missioners, or a majority of them, shall have power to hear and decide 
in a summary manner, all matters respecting such claims, to compel the 
attendance of witnesses, to administer oaths and examine witnesses, and 
such other testimony as may be adduced, and to determine thereon 
according to justice and equity. Minutes of the proceedings, decisions, 
meetings, and adjournments of the board, shall be regularly entered by 
the register, in a book to be kept for that purpose, together with the 
evidence on which such decisions are made, unless such evidence has 
already been entered according to law, in the book or books of minutes, 
kept by the commissioners appointed under former acts, to investigate 
the claims to land in the district of Detroit. And when it shall appear 
to the said commissioners that the claimant is entitled to a tract of land 
by virtue of this act, they shall give a certificate thereof stating the cir
cumstances of the case, and that the claimant is entitled to receive a 
patent for such a tract of land, by virtue of this act; which tract shall 
be surveyed in conformity with the decision of the commissioners, at the 
expense of the p:uty, and under the direction of the surveyor-general by 
such of his assistants, residing in the territory of Michigan, as the said 
surveyor-general shall appoint for that purpose: Provided, that the whole 
expense of surveying and marking the lines, shall not exceed three dol
lars for every mile that shall be actually run, surveyed, or marked. The 
surveyor-general shall transmit to the register of the land-office at 
Detroit, general and particular plots of all the lands surveyed as afore
said, and shall also forward copies of the said plots to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The commissioners shall transmit to the Secretary of the 
Treasury a transcript of their decisions in favour of claimants, which 
shall contain a fair statement of the evidence on which each respective 
claim is founded, and shall be signed by the said commissioners, and 
shall state the namr,s of the parties in whose favour the certificates have 
been granted, the number of acres granted and the situation of the land. 
And the certificate and certificates granted as aforesaid, by the commis
sioners, being duly entered with the register of the land-office of 
Detroit, prior to the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and nine, shall entitle the party or parties, as soon as the plot or plots 
aforesaid, shall have Leen transmitted to the said register, to receive from 
him a certificate or certificates, for each of which certificates the register 
shall receive one dollar, directed to the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said secretary, that such cer
tificates have been fairly obtained according to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, theu and in that case, patents shall issue, in like 
manner as is provided by law, for the other lands of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested by this 
act in the commissioners above mentioned shall not extend to lots in the 
town of D2troit, the claims to which shall be ascertained and decided 
upon, in the manner provided by the act, intituleJ "An act to provide 
for the adjustment of titles of land in thP-town of Detroit, and territory 
of Michigan, and for other purposes." . 

SEC. 5. And be it Jurtlwr enacted, That the secretary of the territory 
of Michigan shall be entitled to receive five hundred dollars, in full for 
all the services rendered by him under this act, to be paid out the sums 
which have been, or may be appropriated for carrying into effect the 
several laws enacted for the disposal of public lands, and for the adjust
ment of claims in the Indiana or Michigan territories. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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CHAP. XXXV.-JJ.n JJ.ct making appropriatiom for carrying into effect a treaty 
between the United States and tlte Cltickasaw tribe ef Indians; and to establish 
a land-qffice in the Mississippi territory. 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and IIouse ef Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of car
rying into effect a treaty, made on the twenty-third day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and five, between the United States and the 
Chickasaw nation of Indians, the following sums, to be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same 
hereby are appropriated, in conformity with the stipulations contained 
in the said treaty, that is to say; to the said Chickasaw nation, twenty 
thousand dollars; to George Colbert and O'Koy, each, one thousand 
dollars; and to Chinubbe Mingo, chief of the nation, an annuity of one 
hundred dollars, during his natural life. 

SEC. 2. And be it farther enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyor-general of the public lands, south of Tennessee, to cause to be 
surveyed and laid out, in the same manner as is provided by law for the 
other public lands in the Mississippi territory, so much of the lands 
ceded to the United States by the Cherokees and Chickasaws, as lies 
within the said territory; and the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized, whenever he shall think it proper, to establish a land
office for the sale of the said lands, and to appoint a register of the 
same, and a receiver of the public monies accruing from the sale of the 
said lands, whose respective emoluments and duties shall be the same as 
those of the registers and receivers of the other land-offices in the said 
territory. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

March 3, 1807. CHAP, XXXVI.-JJ.n .fl.ct respecting cla,ims to land in the territories ef Orleam 
and Louisiana.(a) 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congre.ss assembled, That so much· of the first 
section of the act, intituled "An act for ascertaining and adjusting the 
titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans and the district 
of Louisiana," as provides that no incomplete title shall be confirmed, 
unless the person in whose name the warrant or order of survey had 
been granted, was at the time of its date, either the head of a family, or 
above the age of twenty-one years, be aud the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons, and 
the legal representative of any person or persons, who, on the twentieth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, had for ten 
consecutive years prior to that day, been in possession of a tract of 
land not claimed by any other person, and not exceeding two thousand 
acres, and who were on that day resident in the territory of Orleans or 
Louisiana, and had still possession of such tract of land, shall be con
firmed in their titles to such tract of land: Provided, that no claim to a 
lead mine or salt spring, shall be confirmed merely by virtue of this sec
tion : And provided also, that no more land shall be granted by virtue 
of this section, than is actually claimed by the party, nor more than is 
contained within the acknowledged and ascertained boundaries of the 
tract claimed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the claim of the corporation 
of the city of New Orleans, to the commons adjacent to the said city, 
and within six hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, be, 
and the same are hereby recognized and confirmed : Provided, that the 

(a) See notes to act of March 2, 1805, chap. 26. 
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said corporation shall within six months after passing this act, reli-nquish 
and release any claim they may have to such commons beyond the dis
tance of six hundred yardB aforesaid: Provided also, that the corpora
tion shall reserve for the purpose, and convey gratuitously for the public 
benefit, to the company authorized by the legislature of the territory of 
Orleans, as much of the said oomrnons as shall be necessary to continue 
the canal of Carondelet from the present basin to the Mississippi, and 
shall not dispose of, for the purpose of building thereon, any lot within 
sixty feet of the space reserved for a canal, which shall for ever remain 
open as a public highway: And provided also, that nothing herein con
tained, shall be construed to affect or impair the rights of any individual 
or individuals to the said commons, which are derived from any grant 
of the French or Spanish government. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
or to be appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons 
claiming land in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall have full 
powers to decide according to the laws and established usages and cus
toms of the French and Spanish governments, upon all claims to lands 
within their respective districts, where the claim is made by any person 
or persons, or the legal representative of any person or persons, who 
were on the twentieth of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, inhabitants of Louisiana, and for a tract not exceeding the quan
tity of acres contained in a league square, and which does not include 
either a lead mine or salt spring, which decision of the commissioners 
when in favour of the claimant shall be final, against the United States, 
any act of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 5. And be it Jiirtker enacted, That the time fixed by the act 
above mentioned, and by the acts supplementary to the same, for deli
vering to the proper register or recorder, notices in writing and the 
written evidences of claims to land, be, and the same is hereby extended, 
for the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, till the first day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, and persons delivering such notices 
and evidences shall be entitled to the same benefit as if the same had 
been delivered within the time limited by the former acts; but t·he rights 
of such persons as shall neglect so doing within the time limited by this 
act, shall, so far as they are derived from or founded on any act of Con
gress, ever after be barred and become void, and the evidences of their 
claims never after admitted as evidence in arJ,¥ court of law or equity 
whatever. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
or to be appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons 
claiming lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall respec
tively transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the surveyor
general, or officer acting as surveyor-general, transcripts of the final 
decisions made in favour of claimants by virtue of this act, and they shall 
deliver to the party a certificate stating the circumstances of the case, 
and that he is entitled to a patent for the tract of land therein designated, 
which certificate shall be filed with the proper register or recorder, 
within twelve months after date. And the register or recorder shall 
thereupon ( a plat of the tract of land therein designated, being previ
ously filed with him or transmitted to him by the officer acting as sur
veyor-general in the manner herein after provided,) issue a certificate in 
favour of the party, which certificate being transmitted to _the Se?ret?ry 
of the Treasury, shall entitle the party to a patent, to be issued m hke 
manner as is provided by Jaw for the issuing of patents for public lands 
lying in other territories of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the tracts ofland thus gran_ted 
by the commissioners shall be surveyed at the expense of the parties, 
under the direction of the surveyor-general, or officer acting as surveyor
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general, in all cases where an authenticated plat of the land as surveyed 
under the authority of the officer acting 38 surveyor-genera] under the 
French, Spanish, or American gm·ernments respectively, during the 
time e.ither of the said governments had the actual possession of the said 
territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall not have been filed with the 
proper register or recorder, or shall not appear of record on the public 
records of the said territories of Orleans and Louisiana. The said com
missioners shall also be authorized, whenever they may think it neces
sary, to direct the surveyor-general, or officer acting as such, to cause 
any tract of land already duly ~nrvcyed, to be re-surveyed at the expense 
of the United States. Aud the surveyor-general, or officer acting as 
such, shall transmit general and particular plats of the tracts of land thus 
surveyed, to the proper register or recorder, and shall also transmit copies 
of the said plats to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEC. 8. And be it further rnacted, That the commissioners aforesaid 
shall respecti\'ely report to the Secretary of the Treasury their opinion 
on all the claims to land within their respective districts, which they shall 
not have finally confirmed by the fourth section of this act. The claims 
shall, in the said report or reports, be arranged into three general classes, 
that is to say: first, claims which, in the opinions of the commissioners, 
onght to be confirmed in conformity with the provisions of the several· 
acts of Congress, for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to 
land within the territories of Orleans and Louisiana; secondly, claims 
which, though not embraced by the provisions of the said ac.ts, ought 
nevertheless in the opinion of the commissioners to be confirmed in con
formity with the laws, usages, and customs of the Spanish government; 
thirdly, claims which neither are embraced by the provisions of the said 
acts, nor ought in the opinion of the commissioners to be confirrne<l in 
conformity with the laws, usages, and customs cf the Spanish govern
ment; and the said report and reports being in other respects made in 
conformity with the forms prescribed according to law, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall by him be laid before Congress, for their final 
determination thereon, in the manner and at the time heretofore pre
scribed by law for that purpose. 

SEc. H. Anrl be it further enacted, That the following allowances and 
compensations shall be made to the several officers herein after men
tioned, that is to say, to the principal deputy of the surveyor-general, for 
the district of Louisiana, at the rate of five hundred dollars a year, from 
the time he entered into the duties of his office, in addition to the fees 
which he is entitled to receive by law. To the register of the western 
district of the Orleans territory, and to the clerk of the board of commis
sioners for that district, one thousand dollars each, for their services as 
commissioners and clerk respectively, during the year one thousand eight 
hundre<l and six. To each of the deputy registers of the territory of 
Orleans, five hundred dollars in full, for their services subsequent to the 
first day of January last, in addition to the fees to which they are legally 
entitled. To ench of the commissioners at the rate of two thousand 
dollars a year; to each of the clerks of the boards, and to each of the 
agents employed by the Secretary of the Treusury, at the rate of fifteen 
hundred dollars a year, and to each of the translators, at the rate of siit 
hundred dollars a year, to commence from the first day of July next, in 
the district of Louisiana, and from the first day of January next, in the 
territory of Orleans, and to continue to the time when each board shall 
be respectively d-issolved: Provided, that no more than eighteen months' 
compensation be thus allowed to the said commissioners, clerks, and 
translators, and that the compensation of any such officer absenting him
self from his district, or failing to attend to the duties of his office, shall 
cease during such absence or failure. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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CnAP. XXXVII.-.8n&t makingfurtlier appropriations for fortifying thepor/<1 
and harbors of the United Stales. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of R,,prcsentatives of the United 
States ~f America in Congress assembled, That a sum of money not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, 
to enable the President of the United States to cause the ports and har
bors of the United States to be b'.)tter fortified and protected. 

Sr,;c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the money appropriated hy thi8 
act, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of the United States, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP, XXXIX.-.dn .!let authorizing the employment ef tlie land and naval 
forces ef the United States, in cases of insurrections. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases of insur
rection, or obstruction to the laws, either of the United States, or of any 
individual state or territory, where it is lawful for the President of the 
United States to call forth the militia for the purpose of suppressing such 
insurrection, or of causing the laws to be duly executed, it shall be law
ful for him to employ, for the same purposes, such part of the land 
or naval force of the United States, as shall be judged necessary, having 
first observed all the pre-requisites of the law in that respect. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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CHAP. X L.-Jln Jlct in addition to an act intituled "./ln act in addition to an act March 3, 1807. 
entituled Jln act s1tpplemcnfar,y to the act providing for a naval peace establis/,. 
ment, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ~f tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, in addition to the present 
naval peace establishment, to employ a number of able seamen, ordinary 
seamen and boys, not exceeding five hundred, should the exigency of the 
public service require the same. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

Act of April 
21, 1806, ch. 35. 

STATUTE 11. 

CHAP. XLT.-Jln .!let mrt!ring approprirtlions for carr,ying info effect certain March 3, 1807. 
treaties with the Cherokee and Pianlceslww tribes ef Indians. 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for carrying into effect 
a convention between the United States anrl the Cherokee nation of 
Indians, the following sums, to be paid out of any monies in the trea
sury, not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same hereby are appro
priated; that is to say-to the said Cherokee nation, two thousand dol
lars, and the further annual sum of two thousand dollars for four years 
successively; and to the Cherokee chief, called the Black Fox, the annual 
sum of one hundred dollars, during his natural life. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That for carrying into effect a 
treaty between the United States and the Piankeshaw tribe of Indians, 
concluded at Vincennes, on the thirtieth day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and five, there shall be, and hereby are appropriated, in 
addition to appropriations for carrying into effect former treaties, a sum 

Specific ap• 
propriations. 
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of one thousand dollars, and a further annual sum of three hundred 
dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriate,d. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

March 3, 1807. CHAP, XLlll.-An Act to establislt certain Post Roads; and for other purposes, 

[Repealed.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Act of April States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 

28• 1810, ch, 3o, be established: 
sec. 2. 

Post roads In Orleans.-From New Orleans to the BaJize, and from New 
established. Orleans, by the mouth of the Fou-rche, mouth of the canal of Attakapns, 

lake V eret, the ferry of lake V eret, the mouth of Teache, the church 
of Attacapas, and the church of Appelousas, to Rapides. And the 
Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby authorized to allow and pay to 
the postmaster, which may be appointed at the Balize, in addition to 
the legal fees of office, such sum as he may judge reasonable, not 
exc~eding four hundred dollars per annum, as a compensation for his 
services. 
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1304, ch. 38. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized, to cause to be opened a road from the thirty
first degree of north latitude to New Orleans, on the route from Athens 
to New Orleans, under such regulations as may be agreed upon for that 
purpose, between the executive of the United States and the Spanish 
government: and he is hereby authorized to expend, in opening the 
same, any part of the money heretofore appropriated for opening a road 
on the Raid route, from the frontier of Georgia to the thirty-first degree 
of north latitude, which remains unexpended. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP. XLIV.-.On .Oct disapproving if an act passed by the governor and judges 
if tlte territory if Michigan, intituled ".iln act concerning the Bank if Detroit." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iouse of Repnsentatives '!f tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an act, intitnled "An act 
concerning the bank of Detroit," adopted and published by the governor 
and judges of the territory of Michigan, on the nineteenth day of Sep
tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and six, 
is hereby disapproved of by Congress, and that the same shall be of no 
force or effect. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP, XLV.-.!ln Act making compensation for extra services, to the governor, 
judges and secretary rf tlte Indiana territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is directed to pay to the governor, judges 
and secretary of the Indiana territory, out of any money in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of three hundred dollars each, as a 
compensation for the extra services by them performed, in obedience to 
the act, intituled "An act erecting Louisiana into two territories, and 
providing for the temporary government thereof." 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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CHAP, XL VI.-An Jlct to prevent settlements being made on lands ceded to the 
United States, until authorized by law. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That if any person or persons 
shall, after the passing of this act, take ·possession of, or make a settle
ment on any lands ceded or secured to the United States, by any treaty 
made with a foreign nation, or by a cession from any state to the United 
States, which lands shall not have been previously sold, ceded, or leased 
by the United States, or the claim to which lands, by such person or 
persons, shall not have been previously recognized and confirmed by the 
United States: or if any person or persons shall cause such lands to be 
thus occupied, taken possession of, or settled: or shall survey, or attempt 
to survey, or cause to be surveyed, any such lands; or designate any 
boundaries thereon, by marking trees, or otherwise, until thereto duly 
authorized by law; such offender or offenders, shall forfeit all his or 
their right, title, and claim, if any he hath, or they have, of whatsoever 
nature or kind the same shall or may be, to the lands aforesaid, which 
he or they shall have taken possession of, or settled, or cause to be occu
pied, taken possession of, or settled, or which he or they shall have sur
veyed, or attempt to survey, or cause to be surveyed, or the boundaries 
thereof he or they shall have designated, or cause to be designated, by 
marking trees or otherwise. And it shall moreover be lawful for the 
President of the United States, to direct the marshal, or officer acting 
as marshal, in the manner herein after directed, and also to take such 
other measures, and to employ such military force as he may judge 
necessary and proper, to remove from lands ceded, or secured to the 
United States, by treaty, or cession as aforesaid, any person or persons 
who shall hereafter take possession of the same, or make, or attempt to 
make a settlement thereon, until thereunto authorized by law. And 
every right, title, or claim, forfeited under this act, shall be taken and 
deemed to be vested in the United States, without any other or further 
proceedings: Provided, that nothing herein contained, shall be construed 
to affect the right, title, or claim, of any person to lands in the territories 
of Orleans or Louisiana, before the boards of commissioners established 
by the act, intituled "An act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles 
and claims to land within the territory of Orleans and the district of 
Louisiana," shall have made their reports and the decision of Congress 
been had thereon. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons who, 
before the passing of this act, had taken possession of, occupied, or made 
a settlement 011 any lands ceded or secured to the United States, by any 
treaty made with a foreign nation, or by a cession from any state to the 
Unitecl State.;;, which lands had not been previously sold, ceded or leased 
by the United States, or the claim to which lands had not been previously 
recognized and confirmed by the United States; and who at the time 
of passing this act does or do actually inhabit and reside on such lands, 
may at any time prior to the first day of January next, apply to the pro
per register or recorder, as the case may be, of the land-office established 
for the disposal, registering, or recording of such lands, or to such per
son or persons as may by such registers or recorders respectively, be 
appointed for the purpose of receiving such applications, stating the 
tract or tracts of land thus occupied, settled, and inhabited by such 
applicant or applicants, and requesting permission to continue thereon; 
and it shall thereupon be lawful for such register or recorder ~espectively 
to permit, in conformity with such instructions as may be given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation of the President of t~e 
United States, for that purpose, such applicant or applicants to remam 
on such tract or tracts of land not exceeding three hundred and twenty 
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acres for each applicant, as tenants at will, on such terms and conditions 
as shall prevent any waste or damages on such lands, and on the express 
condition that such applicant or applicants shall, whenever such tract or 
tracts of land may be sold, or ceded by the United States, or whenever 
for any other cause, he or they may be required under the authority of 
the United States, so to do, give quiet possession of such tract or tracts 
of land, to the purchaser or purchasers, or remove altogether from the 
land, as the case may be: Provided ltowever, that such permission shall 
not be granted to any such applicant, unless he shall previously sign a 
declaration stating that be docs not lay any claim to such tract or tracts 
of land, and that he does not occupy the same, by virtue of any claim 
or pretended claim derived, or pretended to be derived from any other 
person or persons: And provided also, that in all cases where the tract 
of land applied for, includes either a lead mine or salt spring, no permis
sion to work the same shall be granted without the approbation of the 
President of the United States, who is hereby authorized to cause such 
mines or springs to be leased for a term not exceeding three years, and 
on such conditions as he shall think proper. 

S1sc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the applications made, 
and provisions granted by virtue of the last [preceding] section, shall be 
duly entered on books to be kept for that purpose, by the registers and 
recorders aforesaid respectively; and they shall be entitled to receive from 
the party for each application, fifty cents, and for each permission, one 
dollar. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtliei· enacted, That it shall be lawful after the 
first day of January next, for the proper rnarshaJ, or officer acting as 
marshal, under such instructions as may for that purpose be given by the 
President of the United States, to remove from the lands aforesaid, any 
and every person or persons, who shall be found on the same, and who 
shall not have obtained permission to remain thereon as aforesaid: Pro
vided, that three months' previous notice shall be given to all such person 
or persons, as aforesaid, who were settled on such lands prior to the pass
ing of this act. And every such person, who shall at any time after the 
expiration of three months after such notice shall have been given, be 
found on any part of the lands aforesaid, shall mor_covcr incur a penalty 
of one hundred dollars, to be recovered in any court having jurisdiction 
of the same, and be moreover liable, on conviction, to imprisonment, at 
the discretion of the court, not exceeding six months; and the certificate 
of the proper register, or recorder, shall be a suflicient evidence that the 
tract of land which was occupied by the offender had not been previously 
sold, leased, or ceded by the United St.ates, that the claim to such tract 
had not been recognized and confirmed by the United States, and that 
the person occupying the same, and removed, or to be removed, by the 
marshal, had not obtained permission to remain thereon in conformity 
with the provisions of this act: Provided always, and it is further 
enacted, that nothing in this section contained shall be construed to apply 
to any persons claiming lands in the territories of Orleans or Louisiana, 
whose claim shall have been filed with the proper commissioners before 
the first day of January next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP, XLVII.-An .fl.ct confirming claims to land in t!te district ,f Vincennes; 
and for ot!ter purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the decisrons made by 
the commissioners appointed for the purpose of examining the claims of 
persons claiming lands in the district of Vincennes, in favour of such 
claimants as entered in the transcripts of decisions which have been 
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transmitted by the said commissioners to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
according to law, be and the same are hereby confirmed. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the confirmations or grants 
of land, made in the said district of Vincennes, by the governors of the 
Northwest and Indiana territories, prior to the establishment of the 
board of commissioners aforesaid, and in conformity with the act, inti
tuled " An act for granting lands to the inhabitants and settlers at Vin
cennes and the Illinois country, in the territory northwest of the Ohio, 
and for confirming them in their possessions," be, and the same are 
hereby confirmed; unless when actually rejected by the said commission
ers; although the persons entitled to the land may not have given notice 
of their claim, as required by the several acts making provision for the 
disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory: Provided lwwever, 
that no other claims shall be confirmed by virtue of this section, than 
such as, having been entered on the territorial records, have;by the com
missioners aforesaid, been inserted in their reports transmitted as afore
said. 

SEc. 3. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the several persons, or the 
legal representatives of the several persons, to whom or to whose assigns 
the several tracts of the tract of land near Vincennes, known by the 
name of the "Upper Prairie," have been heretofore confirmed, be and 
they are hereby respectively confirmed in their claims to the respective 
tracts also claimed by them, and in their actual possession, lying in that 
tract of land containing two hundred and forty-four acres, which is 
known by the name of" Continuation," and is situated between the 
boundaries of the tracts already confirmed, and the river Wabash. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the several persons whose 
claims are confirmed by this act, and had not been actually located prior 
to the establishment of the board of commissioners, be, and they are 
hereby authorized to enter their locations with the register of the land
office of Vincennes, on any part of the tracts set aside for that purpose, 
by virtue of the act, intituled "An act respecting the claims to lands in 
the Indiana territory, and state of Ohio," and in conformity with the 
provisions of that act: Provided, that such location shall be made prior 
to the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eight; and the 
right of any person who shall neglect to locate prior to that day, shall 
become void, and forever be barred. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person, or the legal 
representative of every person whose claim to a tract of land is confirmed 
by this act, and who had not previously obtained a patent for the same, 
from the governor either of the territory northwest of the Ohio, or of the 
Indiana territory, shall whenever his claim shall have been located and 
snrveyed, be entitled to receive from the register of the land-office, at 
Vincennes, a certificate stating, that the claimant is entitled to receive a 
patent for such tract of land by virtue of this act; for which certificate 
the register shall receive one dollar; and which certificate shall entitle 
the party to a patent for the said tract, which shall issue in like manner 
as is provided by law for the other lands of the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public monies in the district of Kaskaskias, be allowed till the first day 
of December next, to complete the investigation of claims to land in the 
said district. And each of the said officers, and the clerk of the board, 
shall be allowed an additional compensation of five hundred dollars, in 
full for his service in relation to such claims. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the public sales of the public 
lands in the district of Vincennes, may be continued six weeks, if the 
term of three weeks now prescribed by law, shall not be found sufficient 
to offer all the lands within the said district for sale. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That persons entitled to a right 
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of pre-emption to lands in the Mississippi territory, shall be allowed till 
the first day of January next, to make the first payment of the purchase 
money of such lands. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 

CHAP. XLIX.-An Act making provision for the disposal rf the public lands, 
situated between tl,e United States military tract and the Connecticut reserve, and 

for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the disposal of the 
lands of the United States, situated between the United States military 
tract and the Connecticut reserve, a land-office shall be established, which 
shall be kept at such place as the President of the United States tbay 
direct: and that for the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying 
on the Ohio river, between the Cincinnati and Vincennes districts, a 
land-office shall be established at Jeffersonville: and for each of the said 
offices a register and receivet· of "public monies shall be appointed, who 
shall give security in the same manner, in the same sums, and whose 
compensation, emoluments, duties and authority, shall, in every respect, 
be the same, in relation to the lands which shall be disposed of at their 
offices, as are or may be provided by law, in relation to the registers and 
receivers of public monies in the several offices established for the dis
posal of the lands of the United States, north of the 1-iver Ohio, and 
above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 2. And be it fui·ther enacted, That all the lands of the United 
States, in the said districts, shall, with the exception of the section num
ber sixteen, and with the exception also of thirteen sections, including 
the lower town of the Delaware tribe of Indians, and their improvements, 
which said thirteen sections shall be designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and shall be reserved for the use of the said tribe and their de
scendants, so long as they continue to reside thereon, and cultivate the 
same; be offered for sale to the highest bidder, under the direction of the 
register of the land-office, and of the receiver of public monies, at the 
places, respectively, where the land-offices are kept, and on such day or 
days as shall, by proclamation of the President of the United States, be 
designated for that purpose : the sales shall remain open at each place 
for six weeks, and no longer : the lands shall not be sold for Jess than 
two dollars an acre, and shall in every other respect, be sold in tracts of 
the same size, and on the same terms and conditions, as have been, or 
may be by law provided for lands sold north of the river Ohio, and above 
the mouth of the Kentucky river. All the lands of the United States, 
in the said districts, with the exceptions above mentioned, remaining 
unsold at the close of the public sales, may be disposed of at private 
sale, by the register of the respective land-offices, in the same manner, 
under the same regulations, for the same price, and on the same terms 
and conditions, as are or may be provided by law for the sale of the 
lands of the United States north of th~ river Ohio, and above the mouth 
of the Kentucky river. And patents shall be obtained for all lands sold 
in said districts, in the same manner and on the same terms as are pro
vided by law, for other public lands sold in the state of Ohio and the 
Indiana territory. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several superintendents 
of public sales, directed by this act, shall receive six dollars a day for 
each day's attendance on the said sales. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, in the recess of Congress, shall have full power to appoint and 
commission the registers and receivers of public monies of the land
offices established by this act, and their commissions shall continue in 
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force until the end of the session of Congress next ensuing such ap
pointment. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several lead mines in the 
Indiana territory, together with as many sections contiguous to each as 
shall be deemed necessary by the President of the United States, shall 
be reserved for the future disposal of the United States; and any grant 
which may hereafter be made for a tract of land containing a lead mine, 
which had been discovered previous to the purchase of such tract from 
the United States, ~hall be considered fraudulent and null: and the 
President of the United States shall be, and is hereby authorized to lease 
any lead mine which has been or may hereafter be discovered in the 
Indiana territory, for a term not exceeding five years. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That George Ash shall have the 
right of pre-emption to six hundred and forty acres of land including his 
improvement on the river Ohio, below the former Indian boundary line; 
the boundaries of the tract shall be designated by the register of the 
land-office, and the said land shall be granted to him at the same price, 
and on payment being made in the same manner as for other public land 
sold at private sale, the respective instalments of the purchase money 
shall become due at the same time with the payments on the first public 
lands sold in that district. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1807. 
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RESOLUTION to publish the Report and Chart of the Survey of the coast of North March 2, 1807. 
Carolina. 

RESOLVED, by the Senate and House cif Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is authorized and directed, to cause to be 
published the report and chart of a survey of the coast of North 
Carolina, made by Thomas Coles and Jonathan Price, under the act of 
Congress passed at the last session for that purpose. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1807. 
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OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the first session, whiclt was begun and held at the City 
of Washington, in tlie District of Columbia, on Monday, the twenty
sixth day ef October, 1807, and ended on the twenty-:fifth day of 
April, 1808. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of 
the United States and President of the Senate; SAMUEL SMITH, Pre
sident of the Senate pro tempore, from the 18th of April, 1808; J. B. 
VARNUM, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

Nov.24, 1807. CHAPTER I.-.Bn .Bet making further appropriations for the support of the Navy 
of the United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

[Obsolete.] Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
Specific ap- States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the ex-

propriations. penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seven, the following sums, in addition to the sums 
heretofore appropriated for that object, be, and the same are hereby 
respectively appropriated; that is to say : 

STATUTE J. 

Dec. 5, 1807. 

[Obsolete.] 
Additional 

compensation 
allowed. 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
seventy-four thousand seven hundred and fifty-four dollars and twenty
nine cents. 

For provisions, thirty-one thousand four hundred and sixty-eight dol
lars and fifteen cents. 

For repairs of vessels, one hundred and forty-two thousand eight hun
dred and eighty-four dollars and sixty-one cents. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, eighteen thousand five 
·hundred dollars. 

For clothing for the same, ien thousand one hundred and thirty-nine 
dollars and forty-two cents. 

For medicines and hospital stores, one thousand two hundred and 
sixty-three dollars and forty cents. 

For ordnance and military stores, three hundred and ten thousand five 
hundred and fifty-four dollars and sixty cents. 

For timber for the navy, eighty-seven thousand five hundred dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted;That the several sums herein spe

cifically appropriated, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, November 24, 1807. 

CHAP. II.--.Bn .Bet allowing an additional compensation to the Secretaries of the 
Missis11ippi, Indiana, Louisiana and Michigan Territories. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States <![ America in Congress assembled, That each of the secretaries 
of the Mississippi, Indiana, Louisiana and Michigan territories, appointed 
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under the authority of the United States, be entitled to the annual sum 
of one thousand dollars, in lieu of his present compensation, to com
mence on the first day of January next. 

APPROVED, December 5, 1807. 

CHAP, III.-An Act to change the name of tlie district of Biddeford and Pepperel• 
b°;"ouglt, in Massacliusetts, to that of Saco. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the district, at present 
called the district of Biddeford and Pcppcrclborough, in Massachusetts, 
shall in future be called the district of Saco, and that the collector of the 
said district, be permitted to reside in Saco or Biddeford, and that all 
the provisions of the several acts of Congress, that relate to the district 
of Biddeford and Pepperelborough, shall be, and the same are hereby 
continued in full force, with respect to the district of Saco. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1807. 

CHAP, IV.-.fln .!let to appropriate money for the providing of an additional 
number of Gun Boats. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembkd, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to cause 
to be built, or purchased, armed and equipped, a number not exceeding 
one hundred and eighty-eight gun boats, for the better protection of the 
ports and harbors of the United States, and for such other purposes as 
in his opinion the public service may require. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding eight 
hundred and fifty-two thousand five hundred dollars, be, and hereby is 
appropriated, for this purpose, out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, December, 18, 1807. 

CHAP, V.-An .11.ct laying an Embargo on all ships aml vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives ef tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an embargo be, and 
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(a) Cases decided upon the embargo acts of December 22, 1807, chap. 5: January 9, 1808, chap. 8: 
March 12, 1808, chap. 33: April 25, 1808, chap. 66: and January 9, 1809, chap. 5 :-

Where a vessel had been driven by stress of weather into a port, in the West Indies, while proceeding 
to Portland in Maine, and there detained by the government of the place, this was such a casualty as 
came within the exception of "dangers of the seas," in the condition of an embargo bond, dated 29th 
December, 1807, taken in pursuance of the act of Congress of December 22, 1807. United States v. Hall 
and Worth, 6 Cranch, 176; 2 Cond. Rep. 340. 

Subsequent to the execution of this bond, on the 9th of January, 1808, Congress passed a supplement 
to the embargo law, by which other and additional penalties were imposed, and the circumstances under 
which the obligor in any embargo bond given under the act of 22d December, 1807, could obtain relief, 
were changed. The court said they would never consider the latter act as applying to previous facts, 
unless such construction should be unavoidable. Ibid. 

In an action of debt for the penalty ofan embargo bond, it is a good plea under the act of Congress of 
12th March, 1808, sec. 3, that the party was prevented relanding the goods in the United States by un• 
avoidable accidents. Durousseau v. The United States, 6 Cranch, 307; 2 Cond. Rep. 380. 

It was no offence under the embargo laws, to take goods out of one vessel and put them in another.in 
the port of Baltimore; unless it was with an in ten ti on to export them. 6 Cran ch, 327. 

The evidence of the necessity which will excuse a violation of the embargo laws, must be clear and 
certain. Brig James Wells v. The United States, 7 Cranch, 22; 2 Cond. Rep. 402. 

The departure of a vessel from a wharf in a port, and proceeding a mile and an half therefrom, with 
the intention of proceeding to sea, is not a departure from the port within the meaning of the supple· 
mentary embargo act of January 9, 1808, if the vessel had not actually gone out of the port before 
seizure. Sloop Active v. The United States, 7 Cranch, 100; 2 Cond. Rep. 431. . 

A vessel which has proceeded to a foreign port, contrary to the embargo act of January 8, 1$08, 1s 
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hereby is laid on all ships and vessels in the ports and places within the 
limits or jurisdiction of the United States, cleared or not cleared, bound 
to any foreign port or place; and that no clearance be furnished to any 
ship or vessel hound to such 'foreign port or place, except vessels under 
the immediate direction of the President of the United States: and that 
the President he authoriz_ed to give such instructions to the officers of 
the revenue, and of the navy and revenue cutters of the United States, 
as shall appear best adapted for carrying the same into full effect : Pro
vided, that nothing herein contained shall he construed to prevent the 
departure of any foreign ship or vessel, either in ballast, or with the 
goods, wares and merchandise on board of such foreign ship or vessel, 
when notified of this act. 

liable to be seized on her return, although that act gives a penalty of double her value, in case she should 
not be seized. United States v. The brig Eliza, 7 Cranch, 113; 2 Cond. Rep. 437. 

A merchant vessel captured as prize, condemned and sold, and afterwards purchased by her former 
master, a citizen of the United States, who obtained a Danish burgher's brief, and who cleared out of a 
port of the United States as a Dane, is a foreign ship within the fifth section of the act of January 9, 
1808, supplementary to the embargo act, although the purchaser was yet a citizen of the United States. 
The schooner Good Catherine v. The United States, 7 Cranch, 349; 2 Cond. Rep. 526. 

By the I Ith section of the act of April 25, 1808, the collector had no right to detain a vessel and her 
cargo, after her arrival at her port of destination, under a suspicion that she intended to violate the em .. 
bargo, and such suspicions could not be justified hy instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury nor 
the confirmation of the President. Otis v. Bacon, 7 Cranch, 589; 2 Cond. Rep. 618. 

Under the 11th section of the embargo act of April 26, !SOS, the collector was justified in detaining a 
vessel by his honest opinion that there was an intention to violate or evade the provisions of the embargo 
Jaws. It was not necessary for him to show that his suspicions were reasonable. Crowell et al. v. 
llf'Faddon, 8 Cranch, 94; 3 Cond. Rep. 48. 

A bond taken under the first section of the embargo act of January 9, 1808, is not void, although taken 
by consent of the parties, after the vessel had sailed. Speake et al. v. The United States, 9 Cranch, 28; 
3 Cond. Rep. 244. 

The obligors are estopped to deny that the penalty of the bond is double the true value of the cargo. 
Ibid. 

Under the third section of the embargo act of April 25, 1808, a vessel is not subject to forfeiture, for 
departing without a clearance, unless she has departed out of port. The Active v. The United States, 7 
Cranch, 100; 2 Con<l. Rep. 431. 

It seems to be a good defence to an action on an embargo bond, that the same was given for more than 
twice the value of the cargo, and that the obligors were constrained to execute it by the refusal of a 
clearance. United States v. Gordon et al., 7 Cranch, 287; 2 Cond. Rep. 494. 

If the collector justify a detention under the embargo law of April 25, 1808, sec. 11, he need not show 
that his opinion was correct, nor that he used reasonable di] igc-ncc in ascertaining the facts on which. his 
opinion was founded. Otis v. ,vatkins, 9 Cranch, 339; 3 Cond. Rep. 4.24. See Slocum v. Mayberry, 2 
Wheat. 1; 4 Cond. Rep. 1; Otis v. Walter, 2 Wheat. 18; 4 Cond. Rep. 10. 

Under the embargo act of December 22, 1807, the words," an embargo shall l,e laid," not only im
posed upon the public officers the duty of preventing the departure of registered or sea-lettered vessels 
on a foreign voyage, but consequently rendered them liable to forfeiture under the supplem•mtary act of 
January 9, 1808. In such a case, if the vessel be actually and bona fide carried by force to a foreign 
port, she is not liable. The William King, 2 Wheat. 148; 4 Cond. Rep. 71. 

Under the embargo act of April 25, 1808, a vessel not arriving at her port of original destination, ex
cites an honest suspicion in the collector, that a demand of a permit to land a cargo, was merely colour
able; this is not a termination of the voyage, so as to preclude the right of detention. Otis v. Walter, 
11 Wheat. 192 ; 6 Cond. Rep. 270. 

Under the 5th section of the embargo act of January 9, 1808, "a foreign vessel," means a vessel navi
gating under the flag of a foreign power; and not a vessel owned in whole or in part by foreigners, 
domicilled in the United States. The Sally, 1 Gailis. C. C.R. 68. 

A departure from any place within the jurisdictional limits of the United States, although such place 
be not within any port, is within the embargo act of December 22, 1807. The Ann, 1 Gailis. C. C.R. 
62. 

A vessel, which during the existence of the embargo Jaws, departed from one port of the United States 
to another, but was obliged from irresistible necessity, to put into a foreign port, and sell her cargo, was 
not guilty of a violation of the embargo laws. The Brig William Gray, Paine's C. C. R. 16. 

The embargo law was passed December 22, 1807. A vessel cleared for St. Mary's, Georgia, on the 
15th of January; the collector received information of the passage of the law, and gave notice of it. It 
did not appear that this was known to the master or owners previous to the sailing. Being seized for a 
violation of the law, the court ordered her restitution. The Cotton Planter, 1 Paine's C. C. R. 23. 

To excuse a vessel which has sailed under an embargo bond, from re-landing her cargo in the United 
States, under this clause, "the perils of the sea only excepted," the accident must happen wi.thout any 
fault or negligence of the master, and must occur at sea; or if at land, it must be the immediate conse
quence of the peril happening at sea. United States v. Hall et al., 2 Wash. C. C.R. 366. • See the United 
States v. The Nancy, 3 Wash. C. C.R. 281. The United States v. Morgan et al,, 3 Wash. C. C.R. 10. 
The United States v. Mitchell et al., 3 \Vash. C. C. R. 95. 

The third section of the embargo act of December 22, 1807, was not repealed by the act of 1809. The 
Argo, 2 Gailis. C. C. R. 314. 

A libel against a vessel for violating the embargo laws, must contain a substantial statement of the 
offence, with reasonable precision. 1 Broekenb. C. C. R. 347, 
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8Ec, 2. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act, no registered, or sea letter vessel, having on board goods, wares 
and merchandise, shall be allowed to depart from one port of the United 
States to any other within the same, unless th~ master, owner, consignee 
or factor of such vessel shall first give bond, with one or more sureties to 
the collector of the district from which she is bound to depart, in a sum 
of double th~ value of the vessel an~ cargo, that the said goods, wares, 
or merchandise shall be relanded rn some port of the United States 
dangers of the seas excepted, which bond, and also a certificate from th: 
collector where the same may be relanded, shall by the collector respec
tively be transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury. All armed ves
sels possessing public commissions from any foreign power, are not to 
be considered as liable to th_e embargo laid by this act. 

APPROVED, December 22, 1807. 

CHAP, Vll.-.fln.11.ctsapplementary to an act, intituled ".lln act fw jtJTtijying the 
ports and harbors ef the United States, and f lff building Gun Boats." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Arherica in Congress assembled, That the Prell'ident of the 
United States is hereby authorized to cause such of the fortifications 
heretofore built or commenced, as he may deem necessary, to be repaired 
or completed, and such other fortifications and works to be erected as 
will afford more effectual protection to our ports and harbors, and preserve 
therein the respect due to the constituted authorities of the nation, and 
that the sum of one million of dollars, in addition to the sums heretofore 
appropriated, be, and the same is hereby appropriated for that purpose, 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 8, 1808. 

CHAP, VIII.-.Rn.llctsupplementary to the act, intituled ".lln act laying an em• 
bargo on all sltips and vessels in the ports and harbors ef the United !:)1ates. "( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That during the continuance 
of the act to which this act is a supplement, no vessel licensed for the 
coasting trade, shall be allowed to depart from any port of the United 
States, or shall receive a clearance, until the owner, consignee, agent or 
factor shall, with the master, give bond with one or more sureties to the 
United States, in a sum double the value of the vessel and cargo, that 
the vessel shall not proceed to any foreign port or place, and that the 
cargo shall be relanded in some port of the U nlted States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the owner or owners of all 
vessels licensed for fisheries, or those bound on a whaling voyage, and 
having no other cargo than sea stores, salt and the usual fishing tackling 
and apparel, shall give a general bond, in four times the value of the 
vessel and cargo, that they will not, during the continuance of the above 
mentioned act, proceed to any foreign port or place, and will return with 
their fishing fare to some port or place within the United States: Pro
vided, that it shall be lawful and shall be sufficient in the case of any 
licensed vessel, whose employment has uniformly been confined to rivers, 
bays and sounds within the jurisdiction of the United States, to give 
bond, in an amount equal to three hundred dollars for each ton of said 
vessel, with condition that such vessel shall not be employed in any foreign 
trade during the time limited in the condition of the bond. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel shall, 
during the continuance of the act to which this act is a supplement, 

(a) See notes to act of December 22, 1807, chap. 5. 
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depart from any port of the United States without a clearance or permit, 
or if any ship or vessel shall, contrary to the provisions of this act, or of 
the act to which this act is a supplement, proceed to a foreign port or 
place, or trade with or put on board of any other ship or vessel any goods, 
wares or merchandise, of foreign or domestic growth or manufacture, 
such ships or vessels, goods, wares and merchandise shall be wholly for
feited, and if the same shall not be seized, the owner or owners, agent, 
freighter or factors of any such ship or vessel shall for every such offence 
forfeit and pay a sum equal to double the value of the ship or vessel and 
cargo, and shall never thereafter be allowed a credit for duties on any 
goods, wares or merchandise imported by him or them into any of the 
ports of the United States, and the master or commander of such ship 
or vessel, as well as all other persons who shall knowingly be concerned 
in such prohibited foreign voyage, shall each respectively forfeit and pay 
a sum not exceeding twenty thousand, nor Jess than one thousand dollars, 
for every such offence, whether the vessel be seized and condemned or 
not, and the oath or affirmation of any master or commander knowingly 
offending against the provisions of this section, shall ever thereafter be inad
missible before any collector of the customs of the United States; 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the exception made by the 
act to which this act is a supplement, in favour of armed vessels possess
ing public commissions from foreign powers, shall apply only to public 
armed vessels, and shall not be construed to embrace either privateers, 
vessels having letters of marque, or any other private armed vessels; but 
such private armed vessels shall be permitted to depart in the same man
ner, and on the same conditions as is provided for other private foreign 
ships or vessels. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any foreign ship or vessel 
shall, during the continuance of the act to which this act is a supplement, 
t,ike on board any specie or any goods, wares, or merchandise, other 
than the provisions and sea stores necessary for the voyage, such ship or 
vessel and the specie and cargo on board shall be wholly forfeited, and 
may be seized and condemned in any court of the United States, having 
competent jurisdiction, and every person concerned in such unlawful 
shipment shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dol
lars, nor less than one thousand dollars for every such offence. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred by force of this act shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, and 
accounted for in the manner prescribed, by the act, intituled "An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage," passed the 
second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and 
may be mitigated or remitted in the manner prescribed by the act, inti
tuled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, 
penalties and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein mentioned," 
passed the third of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
and made perpetual by an act passed the eleventh of February one thou
sand eight hundred. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enarted, That the time during which the act 
to which this act is a supplement, shall continue in force, shall not be 
computed as making part of the term of twelve calendar months during 
which goods, wares or merchandise, imported into the United States, 
must be re-exported in order to be entitled to a drawback of the duties 
paid on the importation thereof. 

APPROVED, January 9, 1S08. 



TENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 9, 10. 1808. 

CHAP. IX.-.an Jl.ct extending the right if suffrage in the Mississippi territory; 
and for other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every free white male per
son in the Mississippi territory, above the age of twenty-one years, having 
been a citizen of the United States, and resident in the said territory, one 
year next preceding an . election of representatives, and who has a legal 
or equitable title to a tract of land, by virtue of any act of Congress, or 
who may become the purchaser of any tract of land from the United 
States of the quantity of fifty acres, or who may hold in his own right a 
town lot of the value of one hundred dollars within the said territory, 
shall be entitled to vote for representatives to the general assembly of 
said territory. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly of the 
territory aforesaid, shall have power to apportion the representatives of 
the several counties therein, or which may hereafter be established there
in, according to the number of free white male inhabitants above the age 
of twenty-one years in such counties: Provided, that there be not more 
than twelve, nor less than ten of the whole number of representatives; 
any act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding, until there shall be six 
thousand free male white inhabitants of full age, in said territory; after 
which time the number of representatives shall be regulated agreeably to 
the ordinance for the government thereof. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the citizens of the said terri
tory, entitled to vote for representatives to the general assembly thereof, 
shall, at the time of electing their representatives to the said general 
assembly, also elect one delegate from the said territory to the Congress 
of the U nite<l States, who shall possess the same powers heretofote 
granted to the delegates from the several territories of the Unitecl States; 
any thing in the ordinance for the government of said territory, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, January 9, 1808. 

CHAP, X.-.11.n .11.ct supplemental w an act, intituled «Jin act regulating the 
grants if land, and providing for the disposal if the lands if the linited States, 
south if the state if Tennessee." ( b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person and the legal 
representatives of every person, who being either the head of a family 
or above the age of twenty-one years, and who did on the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and seven, actually inhabit and cul
tivate a tract of land not claimed by virtue of a certificate granted by the 
boards of commissioners east and west of Pearl river, in the Mississippi 
territory, and who has obtained permission to remain on such tract or 
tracts of land agreeably to an act, intituled "An act to prevent settle
ments being made on lands ceded to the United States, until authorized 
by law," shall be entitled to a preference in becoming the purchaser 
from the United States of such tract of land, at the price at which the 
other lands of the United States in the said territory, are directed to be 
sold, and payment may be made therefor in the same manner, and under 
the same conditions as directed by law for such other lands: Provided, 
that such tract of land shall not exceed one section : And provided also, 
that the same shall be surveyed agreeably to the sectional lines already 
established, or which may hereafter be established. by the surveyor of 
the lands of the United States south of the state of Tennessee. 
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(a) By the act of March J, 1817, chap. 23, Mississippi was admitted into the Union as a State. 
(b) See notes to act of March 3, 1803, chap. 27. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person claiming a tract 
of land by virtue of this act shall, before the first day of October next, 
deliver to the register of the land-office within whose district the land 
may be, a notice of his claim in writing, together with a plat of the tract 
of land claimed; and if any person shall fail to deliver such notice and 
plat, the person or persons so failing, shall forfeit all claim or pretension 
of claim to such tract of land, and the same shall be sold with the other 
lands of the United States in said territory. 

SEc. 3. And be lt further enacted, That persons entitled to a right 
of pre-emption under the first section of this act, shall be allowed until 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and nine, to make 
the first payment of the purchase money of such tract or tracts of land 
as may be claimed by virtue of said section, and the residue of the said 
purchase money shall be paid in the same manner, and under the same 
conditions as directed for the other Janus in said territory. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall not extend to 
any person or persons claiming other lands in said territory in his or 
their own right, by virtue of British or Spanish grants, or to any person 
or persons to whom a donation has been granted, by either of the said 
boards of commissioners. 

APPROVED, January 19, 1808. 

CHAP, XI.-.dn.Bctto revive and continuf-.injorce fw a further time tn.e.first sec
tion of the act, intituled "Jln act furtlier to protect t~ cqmmerce and seamen of 
tl,e United States against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
act passed on the twenty-fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, intituled " An act further to protect the commerce and seamen 
of the United States against the Barbary powers," as is contained in the 
first section of the said act, be, and the same hereby is revived and con
tinued in force, until the first day of January next: Provided however, 
that the additional duty laid by the said section, shall be collected on 
all such goods, wares and merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall 
have been imported previous to that day. 

APPROVED, January 19, 1808. 

CHAP. XII,-.dn .11.ct to provide for the payment of certain expenses incwrred in the 
impeachment of Samuel Chase. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives <if the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the accounting officers 
of the treasury be, and they are hereby directed to audit--and settle the 
accounts of all persons who may have claims against the United States, 
for expenses incurred in the inquiry into the conduct, and in the im
peachment of Samuel Chase; which expenses may lurve been authorized 
by the committee of inquiry, or the managers of the said impeachment: 
Provided, that the said accounts shall have been first certified by the 
chairman of the said committee, or managers; and the same shall be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 21, 1808. 

CttAP. XIV ,-Jln .dct to co1llinue in force fw a limited time an act, fotituled ".'in 
act continuing far a limited time the salarie$ of tlie <ffeers ef government thei·efo 
mentioned." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and Hause ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passeq on the 
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twentieth day of February, one thousand eight hundred :md four, inti- continued in 
tuled "An act continuing for a limited time the salaries of the officers force for three 
of government, therein mentioned," shall be, and continue in force for years. 
the term of three years, and to the end of the next session of Congress 
thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, January 27, 1808. 

CHAP. XV.-,ll_n JJ.ct authorizing the erection ef a bridge over the river Potomac, 
within the District ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives ~f t!te United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following persons, 
viz: Robert Brent, Daniel Carroll, of Duddington, Thomas Monroe, 
James D. Barry, Frederick May, Samuel Harrison Smith, Jonah Thomp
son, Jonathan Swift, Thomas Vowell, Cuthbert Powell, Elisha Janney, 
and Charles Alexander, or any seven of them, be, and they are hereby 
constituted a board of commissioners, with full power and authority to 
open, or cause to be opened, books for receiving and entering subscrip
tions for raising a capital stock, not exceeding two hundred thousand 
dollars, in shares of one hundred dollars each, for the purpose of erect
ing a bridge over the river Potomac, between the city of Washington and 
Alexander's island, and making such other incidental works, and defray
ing such other incidental expenses, as shall be required by this act, or 
deemed necessary or expedient by the company herein after named; the 
time, place and manner of receiving and entering such subscriptions, to 
be ascertained by the said board of commissioners, and duly advertised 
in such gazettes, as they may deem expedient: Provided, that the time 
to be fixed upon by the said board of commissioners, for opening books 
for receiving the said subscriptions, shall be on or before the first Mon
day in July next, and that no subscription shall be received, unless the 
sum of ten dollars be first paid into the hands of the person authorized 
to receive the same, on each share subscribed for. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That whenever nineteen hundred 
of the said shares shall be subscribed for, all persons who may then be, 
or thereafter may become, the actual holders or proprietors of shares in 
the said capital stock, either as subscribers for the same, or as the legal 
representatives, successors, or assignees of such subscribers, shall be, 
and they are hereby made and created a body politic and corporate, by 
the name and style of" The Washington Bridge Company," and by 
that name may sue, and be sued, implead, and be impleaded, and do and 
suffer all acts, matters and things, which a body politic and corporate 
may lawfully do and suffer; and may have a common seal, and the same 
may break and alter at pleasure, and may make all by-laws, rules, regu
lations and ordinances for the good government and well being of the 
said company, and for carrying into effect the objects of their institu
tion, so that such by-laws, rules, regulations or ordinances, be not 
repugnant to the laws of the United States, in force within the district 
of Columbia. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when nineteen hundred of 
the said shares shall be subscribed for, as aforesaid, or as soon after as may 
be, the said board of commissioners shall call a meeting of the com
pany, at the city of Washington, hy public advertisement, in one or 
more .,.azettes, published in Washington, Alexandria, or Georgetown, 
appointing a fit and convenient time and place of meeting, for the pur
pose of electing five directors, a clerk and a· treasurer, and such other 
officers, agents and servants, as the said company may think fit to 
appoint, and for transacting any other business in pursuance of this act 
and appertaining to the nature and objects of the institution of the snid 
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company; and the said board of commissioners shall, if necessary, 
adjourn the said meeting from time to time, until a quorum shall be 
formed; and a majority of the said company, or the proprietors of two 
thirds of the number of shares actually subscribed fi,r, their legal repre
sentatives, successors, or proxies, shall be a quorum to do business; and 
the said board of commissioners, before opening the said subscription 
books, shall ascertain and publish, in their said advertisement, a fit and 
convenient mode of authenticating all powers of attorney authorizing 
subscriptions to be made in the name of any person or persons; and 
before calling a meeting of the said company, shall ascertain and publish 
in their advertisement, a fit and convenient mode of authenticating all 
instruments of writing authorizing any person or persons, to act and 
vote at such meeting, as the proxy or proxies of any member of the said 
company; all which powers of attorney and instruments of writing shall 
be filed with the clerk of the said company, and by him be safely kept 
among the records and documents appertaining to his office; and as 
soon as a quorum of the said company, and a board of directors shall 
be formed, as aforesaid, all the powers, authority, and duties whatsoever, 
by this act vested in the said board of commi~sioners, shall cease and 
determine, and thenceforward become vested in the directors, for the 
time being, of the said company, under such limitations and restrictions, 
as the said company may think fit to prescribe; and the said board of 
commissioners shall account to the said company, at the first meeting 
of the same, for all monies received by them or their agents, on account 
of such subscriptions, and shall immediately pay over the same to the 
treasurer of the said company, or to such other person or persons, as the 
said company may direct and appoint: the said company, nevertheless, 
to allow all just credits for monie~ actually and necessarily expended by 
the said board of commissioners, in the execution of their said trust 
and duties. 

SEc. 4. And be it further cnaded, That there shall he annually holden, 
on the first Monday in .January, a meeting of the said company, for the 
purpose of electing five directors, a clerk, and a treasurer; and the said 
company shall have power, at any meeting, legally called and coustituted, 
in pursuance of this act, to displace any of their directors or officers, 
and to supply by a new election or appointment all vacancies that may 
happen among the directors or officers of the company; and the said 
company shall have power to prescribe and regulate the powers and 
duties of the said directors, and of all other officers of the company; 
and a majority of the said directors may, from time to time, elect one 
of their body as a president, and may provisionally supply, by their own 
election, any vacancies that may happen among the number of dir{octors, 
or among any of the officers of the company, and the persons so elected 
by the said directors, may continue in office till the next legal meeting 
of the company; and the directors of the said company, to be ele0ted, 
in pursuance of this act, shall, unless sooner displaced by the said com
pany, continue in office until the first Monday in January next, succeed
ing their election, and from that time until a new election shall be made 
by the said company. 

SEc. 5. And be it jitrther enacted, That a meeting of the said com
pany may, at any time, be called by a majority of the directors of the 
company, for the time being, and by one third of the members of the 
said company, or by the proprietors of one third of the shares actually 
subscribed for, or the legal representatives or successors of such mem
bers or proprietors: Provid1,d howeinr, that no meeting of the said 
company shall be legal, or valid, unless a quorum shall be formed, con
sisting of the majority of the members of the said company, or of the 
proprietors of at least two thirds of the number of shares actually sub
scribed for;1heir legal representatives, successors or proxies, nor unless 
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the place (being within the city of \Vashington I and the time of such 
meeting be previously advertised for three weeks successively, in one or 
more gazettes in the city of W ashi 1gton, Alexandria or Georgetown. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtltrr rnactal, That the said shares shall he 
negotiable and transferable from one to another by assignments in writ
ing, executed before two witnesses at the least, and authenticated, and 
registered, as the said company may prescribe and direct in their by
laws and regulations. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in suits at law against the 
said company, the first process shall be a summons, to be ser;ed 011 the 
president, or any one or more of the directors of the said company; 
upon the service and return of which summons, if no appearance shall 
be entered for the said company, at the return term, the court may order 
the general issue to be entered on the record, and may proceed to trial 
and judgment, in like manner, as if an appearance had been entered, 
and the issue made up by the said company; and if judgment shall be 
recovered against the said company, the court may order the usual pro
cess of execution, or a special writ to attach the money, goods, chattels, 
debts, choses in action, and tolls in the hunds of any officer of the said 
company, or of any other person; and such attachment shall operate on 
the tolls thereafter to be received, which may [be] collected by a person, 
specially appointed by the court, for the use of the plaintiff recovering 
such judgment, until such judgment shall be satisfied, and the court may 
make such further or other order for enforcing the payment of such 
judgment, as may be consistent with the practice and powers of such 
court, as a court of law or equity, and that the shares in said company 
shall be deemed personal and not real property, and transferable in such 
manner us the company shall direct; and that the shares held by any 
individual shall be liable to be attached or taken by fieri facias, to satisfy 
the debts due from such individual in like manner as other personal pro
perty may be. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the amount of each share 
shall be paid by instalments of ten dollars at such time as the said com
pany shall direct; and in case any instalment or int<talments shall not be 
paid at the time appointed by the said company, or within ten days there
after, the same may be recovered, in the name of the said company, by 
warrant from a justice of the peace, if the amount due shall not exceed 
twenty dollars; and if the sum so due shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
same may be recovered by motion, in the name of the said company, on 
ten days' notice, in any court of record in the county or district where 
the debtor shall be found; and in all such warrants and motions, the 
certificate of the clerk of the snid company, authenticated by the presi
dent, under the common seal of the said company, shall be conclusive 
evidence of the defendant's being a member of the company, and prima 
facie evidence of the amount due on the shares held by such defendant. 
And if such instalment or instalments be not paid within sixty days, 
after the time limited for the payment of the same, and advertised for 
four weeks successively, in one or more gazettes, published in Washing
ton, Alexandria or Georgetown, the president and directors of the said 
company may proceed to forfeit, for the use of the company, the share 
or shares of the person or persons, so failing to pay. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said co~pany be, and 
they are hereby authorized and empowered to erect and build, or to c~use 
to be erected and built over the river Potomac, between the terrnma
tion of Maryland avenu~ and Alexander's island, a good and sut1icient 
bridge, at least thirty-six feet wide, of sound and rnitahle materials, and 
in all respects adequate for the passage ?f travellers, horses, ca_ttle and 
carriages, with a secure railing on each side at l~ast four feet high; of 
which width six feet on one side shall be appropriated to the purpose of 
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a way for foot passengers, and shall be srparated from the carriage way 
by a good and sufficient railmg at least four feet high. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said company shall 
cause to be built and kept and maintained in good repair, a convenient 
aud sufficient draw or passage way, at least thirty-five feet wide, in the 
said bridge, over the main channel of the river, for the passing and re
passing of vessels, by day and by night; and shall also cause to be built, 
and to be kept and maintained in good repair, a well constructed and 
substantial wharf erected on piles on each side of the said bridge, and 
adjoining or near to the said draw, in every respect sufficient for ships 
and other vessels to lie at securely; and all ships, waiting for a passage 
through the said draw, may lie at such wharve:s, free of charge, until a suit
able opportunity offers of passing through the said draw; and the said 
company shall, at their own cost, and without toll, cause the said draw or 
passage way to he hoisted or remove~, without delay, for the passage of 
all ships and vessels with masts, that are unable to pass under the same; 
and if through the unskilfulness or negligence of the person or persom~ 
employed by the said company, to hoist or remove the said draw, any 
ship or vessel shall be unjustly or unreasonably hindered or delayed, or 
shall be damaged in her hull, spars or rigging, in passing the said draw, 
the said company shall be liable to the master or the owner or owners 
of such ship or vessel, for damages at the rate of six cents per ton of 
such ship or vessel, for each and every hour such ship or vessel shall be 
'hindered or delayed, and for all damages in her hull, spars and rigging, 
as aforesaid, to be ascertained and recovered in a special action on the 
case, in any court of competent jurisdiction; and the said company shall 
constantly keep the said bridge furnished with twenty good lamps, to be 
well supplied with oil, and lighted in due season, four of which lamps 
shall be kept at the said draw, and be kept burning through the night, 
and the others shall be kept burning until the hour of twelve at night, 
under the penalty of five dollars for each offence, to be recovered by 
warrant before any justice of the peace, having jurisdiction, by such 
person or persons as shall sue for the same. And it shall be lawful for 
the said company, to cause each leaf of the said draw to be made of the 
width of twenty feet instead of thirty-six feet, the width of the said 
bridge; and if at any time hereafter the channel under the said principal 
draw of thirty-five feet shall change and shift to and under any other part 
of said bridge, then it shall be the duty of said company at all times to 
remove the former, and keep a good and sufficient draw of thirty-five feet 
in width over the main and principal channel, wherever the same shall 
pass under the said bridge: Provided, that the same shall appear neces
sary on a Slirvey to be made by three commissioners to be appointed for 
that purpose by the President of the United States. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtltcr enacted, That the said company shall, 
in like manner, cause a draw or passage way, at least fifteen feet wide, 
to be made in the said bridge, across the other channel of the said river, 
near the eastern shore, commonly called the Maryland channel, subject 
to all the re~trictions, penalties and provisions contained in the last pre
ceding section, for keeping and maintaining the draw or passage way 
over the main channelofthesaid river,exceptsofarasrespects the build
ing of wharves on each 11ide thereof: Provided, the same shall appear 
necessary on a view and survey thereof, by three commissioners to be 
appointed for that purpose by the President of the United States. 

SEC. 12. And be it furtlter enacted, That as soon as the said bridge 
and wharves shall be erected and built, and furnished and completed, as 
required by this act, the said company shall be entitled to demand and 
receive, by their proper agents, servants, or officers, tolls at the following 
rates, viz. for each foot passenger six cents and a quarter ; for each per
son and a horse, eighteen cents and three quarters of a cent; for each 
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chaise, sulky or riding chair, thirty-seven cents and a half· for each 
coach, coachee, stage-wagon, chariot, phaeton or curricle, or other riding 
carriage, one hundred cents, and the further sum of twelve cents and a 
half for each horse, more than two, by which such coach, coachee, cha
riot, phaeton, or curricle, shall be drawn; for each sled or sleigh, thirty
seven cents and a half, and the further sum of twelve cents and a half 
for each horse or other beast, more than two, by which such sled or 
sleigh shall be drawn; for each four-wheeled wagon cart, or otherfour
whcelcd carriage of burthen, thirty-seven cents and ~ half, and the fur
ther sum of twelve cents and a half, for each horse or other beast, more 
than two, by which the same shall be drawn; for each two-wheeled cart, 
dray, or other two-wheeled carriage of burthen, eighteen cents and three 
quarters; and the further sum of twelve cents and a half for each horse 
or other beast, m?re than one, by which the same shall be drawn; for 
each sheep or swme, three cents; for horses and neat cattle, other than 
those in teams, drawing sleds, sleighs, or carriages, or those with riders, 
six cents and a quarter each ; and one person only to each team or drove 
shall be allowed to pass free of toll : Provided, that no toll shall be exacted 
at said bridge, for the passage of any wagon or carriage, laden with the 
property of the United States, or for the drivers thereof; or for the pas
sage of any troops of the United States, or the militia of any state, or 
the district of Columbia, marching in a body, or any cannon or military 
equipments belonging to the United States; and it shall be the duty of 
the said company, to keep posted' up in some conspicuous place on the 
said bridge, where the toll is collected, a printed list of the rates of toll 
allowed by this act; and for every day the same shall be neglected, they 
shall forfeit and pay one dollar, to be recovered by warrant, by any per
son who shall sue for the same: Provided also, that if the number of 
nineteen hundred shares shall not be subscribed within one year from 
the time of opening subscription books by the commissioners, as herein 
before directed, or if the said bridge and wharves be not erected and 
built, and finished and completed, as required by this act, within five 
years, from and after the first day of October next, or if it should remain 
at any time thereafter, so out of repair, for two years, as to be unsafe for 
travelling; then and in that case, all the powers, authority, privileges, 
emoluments, and immunities whatsoever, by this act granted to the said 
company, shall cease and determine, and become absolutely forfeited. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said corporation, as long as they shall be entitled to receive toll at the 
said bridO"e, to keep the same in good repair; and if in neglect of their 
said dut/ the said corporation shall at any time suffer the said bridge to 
be out of repair, so as to be unsafe or inconvenient for passengers, the 
said corporation shall be. liable to be presented for such neglect, before 
any court of competent jurisdiction, and upon conviction thereof, to pay 
to the United Statf's a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, at the 
discretion of the court ; and shall also be responsible for all damages 
which may be sustained by any person or persons in consequence of such 
want of repair, to be recovered in an action or actions of trespass on the 
case, in any court competent to try the same. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlier enacted, That the toll to be taken at the said 
bridge shall be receivable by the said corporation, for and d?ring_ the 
term of sixty years, to commence from the day when the said bridge 
shall be opened for passengers; after which time the sai~ bridge _shall be 
the property of the United States, and the said corporation be dissolved. 

APPROVED, February 5, 1808. 

461 

Tolls. 

Proviso, that 
no toll be ex• 
acted for the 
passage of any 
wagon or car
riage laden with 
the property of 
the U. States, or 
of any troop of 
the U. States or 
militia of any 
state. 

Proviso, ii 
nineteen hun
dred shares are 
not subscribed 
in one year, and 
if the bridge be 
not completed 
in five years, &c. 
the authorities, 
&c. of this act 
to cease. 

Bridge to be 
kept in good or
der. 

Penalty. 

Limitation of 
tolls. 



462 

STATUTE J. 

Feb. 10, 1808. 

Lighthouse 
to be built on 
Point Judith. 

Proviso. 

Appropriation. 

Lighthouse to 
be so construct
ed as that the 
light may be dis
tinguished, 

STATUTE I. 

Feb. 10, 1808. 

Specific ap
propriations. 

TENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Ca. 16, 17. 1808. 

CHAP, XVI.-An .B.ct to erect a Lighthouse on Point Judith, in the state of Rhode 
Island. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tl1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall be, and he hereby is authorized and required, to cause a 
good and sufficient lighthouse to be erected on Point .T udith, in the state 
of Rhode Island, and to appoint the keeper of the said lighthouse, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, and otherwise to 
provide for such lighthouse at the expense of the United States: Pro
vided, that sufficient land for accommodation of such lighthouse can be 
obtained at a reasonable price, and the legislature of Rhode Island shall 
cede the jurisdiction over the same to the United States. And the sum 
not exceeding five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the pur
pose of defraying the expense of erecting the said lighthouse; to be paid 
out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to cause the said lighthouse to be so con
structed, that the light on being discovered, may with certainty be dis
tinguished from that of other lighthouses, heretofore erected in its 
neighbourhood. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1808. 

CHAP. XVII.-.a'n .IJ.ct making appropriations for the support of Government 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditures 
of the civil list in the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, in
cluding the contingent expenses of the several departments and offices; 
for the compensation of the several loan officers and their clerks, and for 
books and stationery for the same; for the payment of annuities and 
grants; for the support of the mint establishment; for the expenses of 
intercourse with foreign nations; for the support of lighthouses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers; for defraying the expenses of surveying the 
public lands, and for satisfying certain miscellaneous claims, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to 
say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, twenty-nine thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress, and the libra
rian's allowance for the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, thirteen thousand dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
four thousand two hundred dollars. 

For printing and distributing copies of the laws of the first session of 
the tenth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For special messengers charged with despatches, two thousand dollars. 
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For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per- Specific ap. 
sons employed in his office, sixteen thousand seven hundred dollars. propriations. 

For the expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the 
person employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters 
stationery and printing, one thousand dollars. ' 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental anj;} contingent 
expenses in the office of the auditor of the treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the register's office, (includ
ing books for the public stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine 
papers,) two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps and charts, for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of stating and printing the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, including the expense of two watchmen, and for the 
repair of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental ex
penses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, ~!even thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses of the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent, 
and fuel for the said office, four thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses in the office of Secretary of the Navy, two thousand dollars. 
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Specific ap- For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
propriations. employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, to the assistant Post
master-General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-Gen
eral's office, sixteen thousand dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c. two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans, 
and for an allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and 
to defray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, fifteen thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general, and for his clerks, three 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, stationery and other contin
gencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred doliars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars. 
And two clerks at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed in the different branches of 

melting, coining, carpenter's, millwright's, and smith's work, including 
the sum of one thousand dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant 
coiner and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron works, 
eight thousand and fifty dollars. 

For the repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar 
iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, 
two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the terri
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the executive officers of 
the said territory, and for express hire, and compensation of an Indian 
interpreter, two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, including additional compensation allowed the judges 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, nine thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in said territory, including a deficiency in the appropriation for these 
objects in the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, six hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, including additional compensation allowed to the judges for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seven, seven thousand eight hun
dred dollars. 

For expense of stationery,.office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and 1'ecretary of the Mich
igan territory, including additional compensation allowed to the judges 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, seven thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 
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For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other continrrent expenees s~e".ilic ap. 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. " propriat1on1. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Loui
siana territory, including a?ditional compensation allowed to the judges 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, seven thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, two 
thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 1806, ch. 41. 
of state, treasury, war, and navy, and of the general pQllt-office, not 
exceeding, for each department respectively, fifteen per centum, in addi-
tion to the sums allowed by the act, intituled " An act to regulate and 
fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes," thirteen thousand two hundred 
and sixty-nine dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate judges, 
and district judges of the United States, including the chief justice, and 
two associate judges of the district of Columbia; to the attorney gene
ral, and to the district judge of the territory of Orleans, fifty-nine thou
sand four hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and 
Orleans, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures, and 
penalties, and likewise for defraying the expenses of prosecutions for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
eight hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United States, from the fifth of March one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, to the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred and nine, 
ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of l_ighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, stakeages of channels, bars, and shoals, and certain con
tingent expenses, including repairs and raising N ewpcirt lighthouse, 
eighty-five thousand dollars. 

For erecting lighthouses at the mouth of the Mississippi river, and at 
or near the pitch of Cape Look-out, in North Carolina, a former appro
priation of twenty thousand dollars for those objects, having been carried 
to the surplus fund, twenty thousand dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on the south point of Cumberland island, in 
the state of Georgia, a former appropriation of four thousand dollars for 
that object having been carried to the surplus fund, four thousand 
dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Cape Hatteras, and beacon on Shell
castle island, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for those 
objects, oue thousand one hundred and forty-five dollars, and forty-four 
cents. 

For erecting the following lighthouses, in addition to the sums _here
tofore appropriated for them respectively, that is to say: for erectmg a 

VoL. n.~59 
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lighthouse on New-Point Comfort, in Virginia, one hundred and seventy
seven dollars and twenty ceuts. 

For erecting lighthouses on Long Island sound, one thousand dollars. 
For erecting a lighthouse on Wood Island or Fletcher's neck, one 

hundred dollars. 
For erectiug a double lighthouse at or near Chatham harbor, on the 

back of Cape Cod, two thousand dollars. 
For placing buoys and beacons in or near the rocks and shoals in the 

channel leadi11g into the harbor of Salem, in Massachusetts, in addition 
to the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, five thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of the hoards formed in the territories of Orleans 
and Lonisiana, for investigating and adjusting titles and claims to land, 
in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, thirtyc 
three thousand three hundred dollars. 

For carryihg on the surveys of the public lands in the several territo
ries, twenty-one thousand one hundred and seventy-four dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of government, the balance of former 
appropriations for that object having been carried to the surplus fund, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, thirty-three thou
sand and fifty dollars. 

For contingent expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thona:u1d dollars. 

For expenses of prosecuting claims in relation to captures, twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due· 
course of settlement at the treasnry, four thousand dollars. 

SF:c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall he paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

ArrRon;D, February 10, 1808. 

CHAP. XVIII.-.8n Act making appropriations for the support ef the Navy ef tl,e 
United States, durfog t!te year one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Be it enacted by tltc Senate and Fiouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Con{!rcss assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the navy of the U nitcd States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, the following sums be, and the same hereby 
are, respectively, appropriated; that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
three hundred and sixty-eight thousand and forty-eight dollars. 

For provisions, one hundred and sixty-two thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-five dollars and ten cents. 

For medicines, instruments and hospital stores, five thousand dollars. 
For repairs of vessels, one hundred and ninety-five thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent, commissions to agents and other contingent 

expenses, seventy-five thousand dollars. 
For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions for 
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those on shore, and forage for the staff, one hundred and sixty thousand Specific ap• 
one hundred and thirty-one dollars and ninety cents. propr1ations. 

For clothing for the same, twenty-nine thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-three dollars and eighty cents. 

For military stores for the same, nine thousand six hundred and fifty. 
four dollars. 

For medicine, medical services, hospital stores and all other expenses 
on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, two thousand 
dollars. 

For quartermaster's and barrack-master's stores, officer's travelling 
expenses( armorer's and carpenter's_ bills, fuel, premiums for enlistiog, 
musical rnstruments, bounty to music, and other contingent expenses, 
fourteen thousand and thirty-five dollars. 

For the expense of navy yards, comprising docks and other improve
ments, pay of superintendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers, sixty 
thousand dollars. 

For ordnance, fifty thousand dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein spe

fically appropriated shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1808. 

CHAP, XIX.-.dn Act to revive and continue certain causes and proceedings in the 
District Court ef the District ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted by tlte Sen·ate and House of Representatives of the United 
State., of America in Congress assembled, That all causes, suits, actions, 
writs, process and proceedings, which were pending in the district court 
of the district of Columbia at the time appointed hy law for holding a 
session thereof, on the first Tuesday of October last past, or which were 
returnable to the session of the said court which ought to have been 
holden on the first Tuesday of October, shall be, and the same are herebv 
revived, reinstated and continued over to the next stated session of the 
said court, to be holden on the first Tuesday of April next, in the same 
manner and condition, and the same further proceedings may be had 
therein, as if a session of the said court had been, on the said first Tues
day of October, holden according to law, and as if a regular continu
ance of all the said causes, suits, actions, writs, process and proceedings 
had been duly entered upon the records of the said court. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1808. 

STATUTE I. 

Feb. 10, 1808. 

[Obsolete.} 
Causes, &c. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP, XX.-An .dct making appropriations for carrying into effect certain Indian Feb. 19, 1808. 
Treaties. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United [Obsolete.] 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of 
carrying into effect a treaty between the United States and the Choc-
taw nation of Indians, concluded at Pooshapukanuk, in the Choctaw 
country, on the sixteenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and five, the following sums be, and the same hereby are appropriated, 
in conformity with the stipulations contained in the said treaty, that is to 
say: 

To the said Choctaw nation, filly thousand five hundred dollars, and Specific ap-
the further annual sum of three tho"usand dollars. propriations. 

To each of the three great Medal Mingoes, Pukshunnubbee, Mingo 
Hoomastubbee and Pooshamattaha, five hundred dollars, and a further 
annual sum of one hundred and fifty dollars to each of the said Mingoes 
during his continuance in office. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying 
into effect a treaty between the United States and the Ottoway, Chip
peway, Wyandotte and Pottawatamie nations of Indians, concluded at 
Detroit on the seventeenth day of November, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seven, the following sums be, and the same hereby 
are appropriated, in conformity with the stipulations contained in the 
said treaty, that is to say : 

Ten thousand dollars to be paid to the said nations in the following 
proportions: 

To the Ottoway nation three thousand three hundred and thirty-three 
dollars thirty-three cents and four mills. 

To the Chippeway nation three thousand three hundred and thirty-three 
dollars thirty-three cents and four mills. 

To the Wyandotte nation one thousand six hundred and sixty-six 
dollars sixty-six cents and six mills. 

To the Pottawatamie nation one thousand six hundred and sixty-six 
dollars sixty-six cents and six mills; and the further annual sum of 
two thousand four hundred dollars, to be paid to the said nations in 
the following proportions : 

To the Ottoways eight hundred dollars. 
To the Chippeways eight hundred dollars. 
To the W yandottes four hundred dollars: and to such of the Pottawa

tamies as now reside on the river Huron of Lake Erie, the river Raisin, 
and in the vicinity of the said rivers, four hundred dollars. 

SEc. 3. And be it fartlter enacted, That the several sums appropriated 
by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1808. 

CHAP. XXL-An .act to provide for t!te payment ef certain expenses incurred in 
t!te inquiry into t!te conduct 1f Ju!tn Smitlt, a Senator from tile state if O!tio. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House (!f Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, Th\lt the accounting officers 
of the treasury be, and they are hereby directed to audit and settle the 
accounts of all persons who may have claims against the United States, 
for expenses incurred in the inquiry into the conduct of John Smith, a 
Senator of the United States, from the state of Ohio, as an alleged asso
ciate of Aaron Burr; which expenses may have been authorized by the 
committee of inquiry, or by order of the Senate: Provided, that tlw said 
accounts shall have been first certified by the chairman of the committee, 
or by the secretary of the Senate. 

Si;;c. 2. And be it furtlwi· enacted, That to every witness before 
the said committee of inquiry, or before the Senate upon the said inquiry, 
there shall be allowed and paid for every day's attendance thereon, the 
sum of three dollars. And to defray the said expenses, there is hereby 
appropriated the sum of five hundred dollars, to be paid from any monies 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1808. 

C IUP. XXII.-.Bn Act making additional compensation to tile Marshals /or the 
Districts if Nort!, Carolina and New Jersey. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-Iouse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
last day of March next, there shall be paid annually to the marshal for 
the district of North Carolina, the sum of four hundred dollars; to the 
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marshal for the district of New Jersey, the sum of two hundred' dollars 
in addition to the fees and emoluments heretofore allowed them by law'. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1808. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XXIV .-.lln .!let extending the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory.( a) Feb. 26, J 808. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United [Obsolete.] 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every free white male Qualification• 
person in t,he Indiana territory, above the age of twenty-one years, hav- of electors. 
ing been a citizen of the United States, and resident in the said terri-
tory, one year next preceding an election of representatives, and who has Act of April 
a legal or equitable title to a tract of land of the quantity of fifty acres, 19, 1816, ch. 57. 
or who may become the purchaser from the United States of a tract of 
land of the quantity of fifty acres, or who holds in his own right a town 
lot of the value of one hundred dollars, shall be entitled to vote for repre-
sentatives to the general assembly of the said territory. 

APPROYED, February 26, 1808. 

CHAP.XXV.-.l.ln .Bet supplementary to the act intituled "Jln act to prohibit the 
importation o/ certain goo<ls, wares and merchandise." ( b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Arnerica in Congress assernbled, That nothing in the act to 
which this is a supplement shall be so construed as to prohibit the im
portation of the following articles, that is to say: 

First. Wrappers and outside packages, in which goods, the importa
tion of which is not prohibited, usually are and shall be wrapped or pack
ed, at the time of their importation. 

Second. Bags or sacks in which salt shall be imported. 
Third. Glass bottles or phials in which drugs, medicines, or any other 

article, the importation of which is not prohibited, shall be imported . 
.Fourth. Printed books, maps and charts . 
.Fifth. Watches, tradesmen's and artificers' tools; mathematical, astro

nomical and surgical instruments; gilt buttons, locks and all other 
articles manufactured partly of brass, and partly of any other metal. 

Sixth. Shalloons and woollen stuffs, muskets, bayonets, swords, cut
lasses and pistols. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the articles of the following 
description shall be held and considered as being embraced by the 
description of articles, the importation of which is prohibited by the act 
to which this act is a supplement, that is to ~ay: 

All articles manufactured entirely of silk and wool, or of silk and flax, 
or of flax ana wool; floor cloths; woollen cassimeres, carpets, carpet
ing and mats, whose invoice prices shall exceed five shillings sterling 
per square yard. 

S.:c. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That no articles imported on 
board any vessel of the United States, cleared out before the four
teenth day of December last, from any port within the United States, or 
the territories thereof, shall be subject to the prohibition enacted by the 
act to which this act is a supplement: Pro1Jided, that such vessels which 
may have cleared for any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope, shall 
return to some port in the United States, or its territories, within twelve 
months: And provided, that such vessels as shall haYe cleared fr?m any 
other port shall return as aforesaid within six months from the said four
teenth day of December. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1808. 

STATUTE I. 

Feb. 27, 1808. 
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(a) Indiana was incorporated into the Union by the act of April 19, 1816, chap. 57. 
Cb) Repealed by act of March 1, 1809, chap. 24, sec. 17. 

2R 
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CHAP. XXVI.-..in .Bet making further provision for the disposal ef the sections 
ef land heretefore reserved for the future disposition if Congress. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the sections of land 
heretofore reserved for the future disposition of Congress, not sold or 
otherwise disposed of, and lying within either of the districts established 
for the disposition of public lands in the state of Ohio, with the excep
tion of the section numbered sixteeH of the salt springs and lauds 
reserved for the use of the same, shall be offered for sale in that district, 
within which such reserved sections may respectively lie, on the same 
terms, and under the same regulations, as other lands in the same district: 
Provided, that such sections shall previously be offered to the highest 
bidder, at public sales, to be held under the superintendence of the regis
ters and receivers of public monies of the land-offices respectively to 
which they are attached, on the same terms as have been provided by 
law for the public sales of the other lands of the United States, and on 
such day or days as shall, by a proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose: And provided also, that no such 
heretofore reserved section shall be sold either at public or private sale, 
at a less price than four dollars per acre. 

APPROVED, February 29, 1808. 

CHAP. XXVII.-.qn .!Jct making appropriations Jo,· tl,e suppn..t rf the 111ilita,·y 
establishment ef the United States, for the year one thousand eig!tt hundred and 
eigld. 
Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

Stati:s of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expense 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight; for the Indian department, and for 
the expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, the fol
lowing sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that 
is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, three hundred and two 
thousand nine hundred and fifty-two dollars. 

For forage, four thousand six hundred and eight dollars. 
For the subsistence of the army and corps of engineers, two hundred 

and forty-two thousand five hundred and forty-eight dollars and thirty-five 
cents. 

For clothing, eighty-five thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, fifteen thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital departments, fifteen thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, ninety thousand 

dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, two hundred and 

eighteen thousand six hundted and forty-two dollars, and five cents. 
For purchasing maps, plans, books, and instruments, fifteen hundred 

dollars. 
For contingencies, eighte_en thousand dollars. 
For ordnance, forty-five thousaud dollars. 
For tents, twenty thousand dollars. 
For extra transportation of military stores, twenty-five thousand dollars. 
For the Indian department, one hundred and forty thousand six hun-

dred dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein spe

cifically appropriated, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1808. 
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CHAP. XXVIll.-.Sn .!let to allow the importation ef old copper, saltpetre and 
sulphur, free of duty. 

Be it enacted by the Smale and HQUse of Representatiiies of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thirty
first day of March next, no duty shall be demanded or collected on the 
importation of old copper, which term shall apply only to such copper 
manufactures as have been worn out or otherwise so damaged as to be 
unfit for any other purpose !han -that of supplying a raw material, to be 
man_ufa~tu~ed an_ew. And 1t shall be lawful ~or the collector of the port 
or district in which such old copper shall arnve, should any doubt arise 
whethe~ such importation comes within the intent and meaning of this ~ct, 
to appornt one person, and the owner, importer, or consignee, to appoint 
another, who shall ascertain whether the copper imported comes under 
the denomination of old copper, as above described; and the proceed
ings in this instance shall be conducted in the like manner and form as 
the proceedings are directed to be had by the fifty-second section of the 
act passed the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, regulating the collection of duties on imports and tonnao-e, 
in cases of incomplete entry, or of damage sustained by goods, wa~es 
and merchandise during the voyage. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said thirty
first d.ay of March next, no duty shall be demanded or collected on the 
importation of saltpetre or sulphur. 

APPROVED, March 4, 1808. 

CHAP, XXIX.-..in .Sci in further addition to an act intituled ".!ln act to amend 
the judicial system ef the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H~ouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the circuit court of 
the United States, in the second circuit, shall consist of the justice of 
the supreme court residing within said circuit, and the district judge of 
the district in which such court may be holden. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That within the district of Georgia, 
the circuit court to be holden in the month of December, annually, shall 
hereafter be holden at Milledgeville, instead of Louisville. 

SEc. 3. And be it fi1rtltr.r enacted, That instead of the times hereto
fore established by law for holding the fall terms of the district court for 
the district. of North Carolina, the same be commenced and holden in 
future on the following days, that is to say: at Wilmington, in and for 
the district of Cape Fear, on the third Monday of October; at Newbern, 
in and for the district of Pamplico, on the Friday next after the third 
Monday of October, and at Edenton, in and for the district of Albe
marle, on the first Tuesday which shall follow the Friday next after the 
third Monday of October, annually. And that all actions, suits, writs, 
process, pleadings, and other proceedings commenced, or to be com
menced, or which shall be now pending in any of the district courts of 
the district of North Carolina, for the terms aforesaid, shall be continued 
over and have day according to the alterations hereby made and es~ab
lished, any thing in any former act or acts to the contrary notwith
standing. 

APPROVED, March 9, 1808. 

CHAP. XXX.-..in .8.ct for extending the terms ef credit on revenue bonds in cer. 
lain cases, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and IIouse of Representati11es of tlte United 
Stat rs of America in Congress assembler!, That the payment of all bonds 
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given for duties on the importation of coffee, sugar, pepper, 1ndigo, 
cocoa, and wine paying a duty of twenty-three cents per gallon, which 
remain unpaid at the passing of this act, and have or may become due, 
subsequent to the twenty-second of December last, and whilst the act 
intituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
and harbors of the United States," shall continue in force, may be sus
pended during the continuance of the said act, on the terms and condi
tions herein after provided: Provided, that such extension of credit shall 
not apply to the duties due for any of tbe above described articles, which 
either have been re-exported, or are not entitled to be exported with 
benefit of drawback, nor to any which have been, or will be sold by the 
importer. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the persons entitled to the 
extension of credit, allowed by the preceding section, shall, in order to 
enjoy its benefit, take up, or have cancelled, the bonds heretofore given 
for duties, on which the extension of credit is allowed, and give to the 
collector new bonds, with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of 
said collector, for the sums of their former bonds respectively, payable 
whenever the act intituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships and 
vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States," shall no longe~ be 
in force: which bonds shall be accepted by the collectors respectively, 
upon the terms following, that is to say: the goods for the duties whereon 
such bonds shall be accepted, shall be deposited at the expense and risk 
of the importer or importers, parties to the said bonds, in one or more 
store-house, or store-houses, in the same manner as is now provided for 
the deposit of teas, by the sixty-second section of the act intituled "An 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage," but no 
delivery of the said goods, or of part thereof, shall be made to the owners 
thereof, unless the duties on so much thereof, as may, on the application 
of the owners, be thus delivered, shall have been paid. And whenever 
the sum specified in any of the bonds taken by virtue of this section 
shall become due and remain unpaid more than forty-five days, so much 
of the said deposited goods as may be necessary shall be sold by the 
collector at public sale, and the proceeds thereof, after deducting the 
charges of safe-keeping and sale thereof, shall be applied to the payment 
of such sum, rendering the overplus arising on such sale and the residue 
of the goods so deposited, if any there be, to the person or persons, by 
whom such a deposit shall have been made, or to his or their agent or 
lawful representative. But if the proceeds of such sale shall not be suffi
cient to pay the duties and charges, or if any of the goods shall, while 
deposited, be destroyed, stolen, lost, or damaged, the bonds taken by 
virtue of this section, for the payment of duties on such goods, shall be 
proceeded with, in all respects, as other bonds taken by collectors for 
duties due to the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it.further r,nacted, That whenever any goods, wares 
or merchandise, which, being entitled to be exported with benefit of 
drawback, had, prior to the twenty-second day of December last, been 
actually laden on board a vessel, and inspected under the superintendence 
of a proper officer, in conformity with the provisions of the seventy-sixth 
section of the act intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage," have been detained under the act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States, so as to prevent the actual exportation of such goods, wares and 
merchandise, the payment of bonds given for duties on the importation 
of the same, may, to an amount equal to that of such duties, and no 
'.arther, be suspended during the continuance of the last mentioned act, 
1r_i the same manner,. and on_ the same terms. and conditions, as is pro
vided by the precedmg scct10n for bonds given for duties oa certain 
specified articles : Providf,d, that the owners of such goods, wares and 
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merchandise, shall surrender any debentures which previously have been 
granted for the drawback of duties on the same. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the persons entitled to the 
extension of credit allowed by the next preceding section, may, at their 
option, either deposit the goods, wares and merchandise, in a store
house or store-houses, or leave the same on board the vessel on which 
the same have been laden; the said goods, wares and merchandise, being 
in either case secured in the same manner as is provided for goods 
deposited in conformity with the-second section of this act: P1·ovided 
always, that whenever it may be lawful to export such goods, wares or 
merchandiRe, it sha!l be necessary that the same should again he inspected 
by a proper officer on board the vessel in which the same shall be export
ed, in order to entitle the exporter to the benefit of drawback: nor shall 
any debentures for drawback of duties on such goods, wares and mer
chandise be issued or paid, until after the actual exportation of the same. 
And provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
prevent the owners of such goods, wares and merchandise, who may not 
claim the extension of credit allowed by this act, and who have not re
ceived debentures for the drawback of duties on the same, from landing 
and keeping in their possession any such goods, wares and merchandise. 

APPROVED, March 10, 1808. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.1.ln .I.let for procuring an additional number ef .l.lrms, and for 
the purchase ef saltpetre and sulphur. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum of money not 
exceeding three hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appro
priated, for the purpose of procuring by purchase, or causing to be 
manufactured within the U nitcd States, an<l under the direction of the 
President of the United States, an additional number of stands of arms 
to be deposited in safe and suitable places. And for the purchase of 
saltpetre and sulphur, a sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty thou
sand dollars. 

APPROVED, March 11, 1808. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-.1.ln .I.let in addition to the act, intituled ".I.in act supplementary 
to the act, intituled .I.in act laying an embargo on all sltips and vessels in the 
ports and harbors ef the United States." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprrsen_tatfoes of tl1~ United 
State.1 of America in Congress assembled, That dunng th_e contmuance 
of the act intituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels 
in the ports and harbors of the United ~tates," no ship, ve_ssel o; boat 
of any description whatever, owned by c1t1zens of the Umted States, 
and which is neither registered, licensed or posse~sed of a sea letter, 
shall be allowed to depart from any port of the U mted States, or shall 
receive a clearance; nor shall any foreign vessel be allowed to depart 
from any port of the United States, with a cargo destined for another 
port of the United States, or shall receive a clearance for that p~rpose, 
until the owner or owners, consignee or factors of such American or 
foreign vessel shall, with the master, give bond, with one ?1: more sure
ties to the United States in case of a yessel owned by citizens of the 
United States, in a sum double the value of the vessel and cargo, and in 
that of a foreign vessel four times the value of the vessel and cargo, that 

VoL. II.-60 
(a) See notes to act of December 22, 1807, chap. 5. 
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the vessel shall not proceed to any foreign port or place, and that the 
cargo shall be relanded in some port of the United States: Provided, 
that it shall be lawful and sufficient, in the case of any such American 
vessel, whose employment has uniformly been confined to rivers, bays, 
sounds and lakes, within the jurisdiction of the United States, to give 
bond in an amount equal to two hundred dollars for each ton of said 
vessel, with condition that ~uch vessel shall not be employed in any 
foreign trade during the time limited in the condition of the bond .. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That no bond shall be reqmred 
of boats not masted, or if masted, not being decked, whose employ
me11t has been, and shall continue to be confined to rivers, bays and 
sounds, within the jurisdiction of the United States, and lying within 
districts which are not adjacent to the territories, colonies or provinces 
of a foreign nation, whether such boats be licensed or not, and unless 
in the opiuion of the Secretary of the Treasury, such bond be necessary, 
and in case the secretary shall deem such bond necessary, it shall be 
lawful aud sufficient for the owner of the boat, to give bond in an 
amount equal to thirty dollars for each ton of said boat, with condition 
that such boat shall not be employed in any foreign trade during the 
continuance of the act intituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States." 

SEC. 3. And be it farther enacted, That in every case where a bond 
hath been or shall be given to the United States under this act, or under 
the act, intituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in 
the ports and harbors of the U niterl States," or under the act supple
mentary to the last mentioned act, with condition that certain goods, 
wares and merchandise, or the cargo of a vessel shall be relanded in 
some port of the United States; the party or parties to such bond shall, 
within four months after the date of the same, produce to the collector 
of the port, from which the vessel had been cleared with such goods, 
wares, merchandise or cargo, a certificate of the relanding of the same 
from the collector of the proper port, on failure whereof the bond shall 
be put in suit, and in every such suit judgment shall be given against the 
defendant or defendants, u:iless proof shall be produced of such reland
ing, or of loss by sea, or other unavoidable accident. 

SEC. 4. Ancl be it further cnac"tcd, That it shall not be lawful to export 
from the United States, in any manner whatever, any goods, wares or 
merchandise, of foreign or domestic growth or manufacture, and if any 
goods, wares or merchandise shall, during the continuance of the act 
intituled " An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
and harbors of the United States," and of the act supplementary to the last 
mentioned act, contrary to the prohibitions of this act, be exported from 
the United States, either by land or water; the vessel, boat, rail, cart, 
wagon, sleigh, or other carriage, in which the same shall have been ex
ported, shall, together with the tackle, apparel, horses, mules, and oxen, 
be forfeited, and the owner or owners of such goods, wares or merchan
dise, and every other person knowingly concerned in such prohibited 
exportation, shall each respectively forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars for every such offence: Provided howevei·, that no
thing in this section contained shall be construed to prevent foreign vessels 
from departing from the ports of the United States with the cargo or 
cargoes which may be on board of the same, when notified of the act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of 
the United States, in conformity with the provisions of the said act, nor 
to take away any power conferred on the President by the last men
tioned act, nor to prevent foreign vessels from furnishing themeelves 
with necessary provisions and sea stores for the voyage, nor fishing ves
sels from departing with sea stores, salt, and their usual fishing tackle 
and apparel, in the manner prescribed by the act supplementary to the 
aforesaid act. 
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SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That on the return intotl1e United 
States of any fishing vessel, such as is described by the second section 
of the ~ct, supplementary to the act intituled "An act Iayi11g an embar
go on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States," 
which shall have sailed subsequent to the passage of the last mentioned 
acts, it shall be the duty of the master and mate to declare, on oath or 
affirmation, before the collector, whether any part of the fishing fare has 
been sold during the voyage, and in default of taking such oath or affir
mation, the master and mate shall each respectively forfeit and pay one 
hundred dollars: Provided, that the aforesaid oath or affirmation may be 
dispensed with so far as relates to the fishery on our own coasts in the 
customary small vessels. 

81cc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred by force of this act, shall be sued for, recovered, distributed and 
accounted for in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage," passed the 
second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and 
may be mitigated or remitted in the manner prescribed by the act, inti
tuled "An act to provide for mitigating .or remitting the forfeitures, 
penalties, and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned," 
passed the third of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
seveu, and made perpetual by an act passed the eleventh of February, 
one thousand eight hundred. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, if he shall be satisfied by a state
ment or account current on oath or affirmation of any citizen or citizens 
of the United States, and such other proof as the nature of the case will 
admit, or the President may require, that such citizen or citizens have 
property of value in any port or place without the jurisdiction of the United 
States, arising from property actually without such jurisdiction, prior to 
the twenty-second day of December last, to grant, on application, per
mission to such citizen or citizens, to dispatch a vessel in ballast to such 
port or place, for the purpose of importing into the United States such 
property: Provided, that bond with sufficient security be given to the 
United States, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
such a snm as he shall deem necessary, with the following conditions, 
to wit: that such vessel shall not export from the United States any 
specie or any goods, wares, or merchandise, of foreign or domestic growth 
or manufacture, necessary provisions and stores excepted, that she shall 
return (reasonable time being allowed for performing the voyage) to the 
United States with such property, and that she shall not during the 
voyage, either directly or indirectly, be engaged in any traffic, freighting 
or other employment, and that no goods, wares or merchandise shall be 
imported in such vessel other than the property for which such vessel 
shall obtain such permission, or the proceeds of property shipped bona 
fide by a citizen or citizens of the United States prior to the said twenty
second day of December last: And provided also, that the bond herein 
directed to be taken shall not be cancelled, unless the Secretary of the 
Treasury be satisfied, either by the oath of the party or parties to the 
same, or such other proof as the nature of the case will admit, that the 
conditions of the said bond have been complied with: And provided 
further, that the owner or owners, factor or agent, master and mate of 
such vessel, shall, on her return to the United States, make oath or affir
mation that such vessel hath not, to the best of their knowledge and 
belief, during the voyage for which such permission had been granted, 
either directly or indirectly been employed in any act contrary to the 
tenor of such bond. 

APPROVED, March 12, 1808. 
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CuAP. XXXTV.-.h'n .llct remittinl2' the duties payable on the importation ef a 
monttment to be erected in memory rf the qfficers ,f the United States Navy, who 
fell dttring the atiack made on the city ,f 'l'ripoli, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress a_ssemb!ed, That the. duties p~yable 
according to law, on the importat10n of a monument unported rn _the 
frigate Constitution from Italy, on account of the officers of the Umted 
States navy, be, and they are hereby remitted. 

APPROVED, March 13, 1808. 

CHAP, XXXV.-.an .!let for erecting a Lighthouse on the south point ef the island 
ef Sapelo, and for placing buoys and beacons in the shoals ef lite inlet leading 
to the town ef Darien, and near the entrance ef Ipswich harbor, near Plymqutl,, 
harbor, before the harbor ef Nantucket, and on the island ef Tuckanuck, at or 
near the entrance rf Connecticut river, and near the entrance qf Great Egg Har
bor river. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as the juris
diction of so much of the head land of the south point of the island of 
Sapelo, in the state of Georgia, as the President of the United States 
shall deem sufficient for the purpose of erecting a lighthouse and its 
appurtenances, shall have been ceded to the United States, prov:ided the 
said land can be obtained at a reasonable price, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to provide by contract, which shall be 
approved by the President of the United States, for building a lighthouse 
thereon, and furnishing the same with all necessary supplies, and also to 
agree for the salaries or wages of the person or persons who may be 
appointed by the President, for the superintendence and care of build
ing the said lighthouse. And the President is hereby authorized to 
make the said appointment. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be further authorized and directed to cause to be placed four buoys 
on the shoals called the South and North banks of the harbor or entrance 
of the inlet leading to the town of Darien. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be erected and placed 
beacons and buoys at the following places, to _wit: two beacons and three 
buoys near the entrance of Ipswich harbor; three buoys, one on Gurnet 
rock, one on Boss rock, and one on Deek's flats, and two beacons on 
the stony muscle bed, near Plymouth harbor; three additional buoys 
before the harbor of Nantucket, and a buoy or leading mark on the 
island of Tuckanuck, in the state of Massachusetts-three buoys at or 
near to the entrance of ConnPcticut river, and three buoys to be placed 
at or near the entrance of Great Egg Harbor river, in the state of New 
Jersey. 

SEC. 4. And be i'.t further enacted, That there shall be appropriated 
and paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
a sum not exceeding eleven thousand five hundred dollars, for the pur
poses aforesaid. 

4"PPROVED, March 17, 1808. 
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CHAP, XXXVII.-Jln Act extending the time for issuing and locating military 
land warrants.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be authorized to issue military land warrants to such persons as have, 
or shall, before the fir~t day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, produce to him satisfactory evidence of the validity of their claims; 
which warrants, with those heretofore issued and not yet satisfied, shall 
and may be located in the names of the holders or proprietors thereof, 
prior to the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and ten, 
on any unlocated parts of the fifty quarter townships and the fractional 
quarter townships, reserved by law for original holders of military land 
warrants. 

APPROVED, March 21, 1808. 

CHAP, XXXVIII.-An Act to amend the act intituled ".!J.n act establishing circuit 
courts and abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts of the districts of 
Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States of Amerira in Congress assembled, That so much of the second 
section of the act, intituled "An act establishing circuit courts, and 
abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts of the districts of Ken
tucky, Tennessee and Ohio," passed the twenty-fourth day of February, 
eighteen hundred and seven, constituting the state of Tennessee one 
district, for the purpose of holding circuit courts therein, shall be, and 
is hereby repealed, and from and after the passage of this act, the state 
of Tennessee shall be divided into two districts, for the purpose 9f hold
ing circuit courts therein, and the limits of the said districts shall be the 
same as those now prescribed for the districts of East and West Ten
nessee, in and by the fourth section of the above recited act, and there 
shall be holden annually in each of the said two districts, one circuit 
court, to consist of one justice of the supreme court of the United States 
and the district judge of the said districts of East and West Tennessee, 
and the sessions of the said courts shall be held in each of the said dis
tricts, at Nashville on the second Monday in June, and at Knoxville on 
the third Monday in October annually, and that all actions, causes, pleas, 
processes and other proceedings relative to any cause civil or criminal, 
which shall be returnable to, or depending in the said circuit court of the 
United States, to be held at Nashville on the first Monday of June next, 
shall be returned, and held continued to, and be proceeded upon, on the 
second Monday in June next, in the same manner they would have been 
if this change had not taken place. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That where any suit or suits has 
or have been brought, or is or are now pending before the circuit. court 
held at Knoxville, in and for the district of East Tennessee, agamst a 
person residino- in said district of East Tennessee, such suit or suits 
shall be proce:ded upon and finally determined in the district of Ea~t 
Tennessee, and where any suit or suits has or have been brought, or 1s 

or are n~w pending before the circ1;1it court held at ~~sh~ille, in a!1d ~or 
the distr1ct of West Tennessee, agamst a person res1dmg m the said dis
trict of West Tennessee, such suit or suits shall be proceeded upon and 
finally determined in the district of West Tennessee. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
district judge of Tennessee to attend at Knoxville on the first Thursday 
after the third Monday in April next, and on the first Thursday after the 

(a) See vol. i. 464,724. 
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third Monday in April of each and every year thereafter, and at Nash
ville on the first Thursday after the fourth Monday in November next, and 
on the first Thursday after the fourth Monday in November of each and 
every year thereafter, who shall have power to make all necessary orders 
touching any suit, action, appeal, writ of error, process, pleadings, or pro
ceedings returned to the circuit court next to be holden thereafter at 
Knoxville, and Nash ville, or depending therein, preparatory to the hear
ing, trial, or decision of such action, suit, appeal, writ of error, process, 
pleadings or proceedings; and all writs and process may be returnable 
to the said courts on the first Thursday after the third Monday in April, 
at Knoxville, and on the first Thur,sday after the fourth Monday in No
vember, at Nashville, in the same manner as to the sessions of the circuit 
court, directed to be held by this act in the district of East Tennessee, 
at Knoxville, and in the district of West Tennessee, at Nash ville; and 
the said writs, returnable to the circuit courts to be held at Knoxville, 
may also bear test on the said first Thursday after the third Monday in 
April; and the writs returnable to the circuit court to be held at Nash
ville may bear test on the first Thursday after the fourth Monday in 
November, as though a session of the said circuit court was holden on 
those days at Knoxville and Nashville respectively. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be two clerks ap
pointed, one for the circuit court to be held at Knoxville, and one for 
the circuit court to be held at Nashville, whose duty it shall be to attend 
the said district judge on the said first Thursday after the third Monday 
in April, and on the said first Thursday after the fourth Monday in No
vember, of each and every year, at the places aforesaid, who shall make 
due entry of all such matters and things as shall or may be ordered by 
the said judge, and at each and every of the said sessions so held for the 
purpose aforesaid, all actions, pleas, and other proceedings relative to 
any cause, civil or criminal, shall, for the circuit court to be held at 
Nashville, be continued over to the ensuing second Monday in June, 
and shall, for the circuit court to be held at Knoxville, be continued over 
to the ensuing third Monday in October. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, process, 
pleadings, and other proceedings, of what nature or kind soever, ciYil or 
criminal, which were originally returned to the circuit court begun and 
held at Nashville, on the first Monday in June last; and all writs, pro
cess, and proceedings, as aforesaid, which are, [or] may be made return
able to the said circuit court to be held at Nashville, shall, after the next 
.Tune term of the circuit court, be continued, returned to, and have day 
in the session to be held by this act, on the first Thursday after the fourth 
Monday in November next, and all actions, suits, process, pleadings and 
other proceedings of what nature or kind soever, civil or criminal, which 
were originally returned to the circuit court begun and held at Knoxville, 
on the third Monday in October last; and all writs, process, and pleadings 
as aforesaid which are or may be made returnable to the said circuit 
court, shall be continued, returned to, and have day in the session to be 
held by this act, on the first Thursday after the third Monday in April 
next; and such proceedings shall be had thereon, at the said session, as 
are herein before provided. 

APPROVED, March 22, 1808. 

CHAP, XXXIX.-.Bn .Bet authorizing a detachment from the Militia ef the 
United States, 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives rif the United 
States <!f America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, at such times as he shall 
deem necessary, to require of the executives of the several states and 
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territories, to take effectual measures to organize, arm and equip accord
ing to law, and hold in readiness to march at a moment's warning, their 
respective proportions of one hundred thousand militia, officers included, 
to be apportioned by the President of the United States, from the latest 
militia returns in the department of war, and in cases where such returns 
have not been made, by such other data as he shall judge equitable. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executives of the several 
states and territories may acc?pt, as part of the said detachmeut, any 
corps of volunteers who shall engage to continue in service six months 
after they arrive at the place of rendezvous. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the detachment of militia and 
volunteers aforesaid shall be officered out of the present militia officers, or 
others, at the option and discretion of the constitutional authority in the 
respective states and territories, the President apportioning the general 
officers among the respective states and territories, as he may deem proper. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said detachments shall 
not be compelled to 8erve a longer time than six months after they arrive 
at the place of rendezvous, and that during the time of their service, 
they shall be entitled to the same pay, rations and allowance for clothing, 
as are established by law for the army of the United States. 

SEC. 5. And be it farther enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to call into actual service any 
part, or the whole of said detachment, when he shall judge that the exi
gencies of the United States require it; and, if a part only of said 
detachment shall be called into actual service, they shall be taken from 
such part thereof, as the President of the United States shall deem 
proper. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding one 
million of dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the pay, subsist• 
ence, and support of such part of said detachment as may be called into 
actual service. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force for the term of two years from the passing thereof, and no 
longer. 

APPROVED, March 30, 1808. 
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Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Tiouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever the Presi
dent of the United States has been or may be authorized to cause the public 
lands, in any land district, to be offered for sale, it shall be lawful, when
ever he shall think it convenient, to offer for sale, at first, only a part of 
the lands contained in such district, and at any subsequent time or times, 
to offer for sale in the same manner, any other part, or the remainder of 
the lands contained in the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fourth section of an act 
passed the twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
six, intituled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act regulating 
the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of t_he 
United States south of the state of Tennessee," be revived and contm
ued in force until the first day of October next: and in any case where 
a donation shall be granted in lieu of a pre-emption certific~te, agreea
ble to the provisions of the said fourth section, the money, 1f any shall 

(a) See notes to act of March 3, 1803, chap. 27, 
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have been paid, shall be by the receiver of the public money repaid to 
the person or persons who have paid the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That certain settlers on the river 
Mobile, in the Mississippi territory, east of Pearl river, who reside near 
the line of demarcation, between the United States and Spain, run. in 
pursuance of the treaty of the twenty-seventh day of October, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and whose claims to land has 
not been decided on according to law, shall be allowed until the first 
day of October next, to file a notice in writing with the register of the 
land-office, stating the nature and extent of their claims, together with a 
plat of the tract or tracts claimed; and the said register of the land-office, 
and the receiver of public monies, are hereby required to hear and de
termine such claims according to the several acts of Congress "regulat
ing the grants of land and providing for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States south of the state of Tennessee," and to grant certificates 
in the form heretofore prescribed by the board of commissioners in said 
district. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatitshallbethedutyoftheregis
ters of the land-office east and west of Pearl river, in the Mississippi 
territory, to transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, on or before the first day of November next, a full and fair report 
of all the claims of certain persons to lands in the Mississippi territory, 
founded upon British or Spanish warrants or orders of survey granted 
prior to the twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, not confirmed by former laws regulating the grants 
of lands in said territory, which have heretofore been regularly filed with 
the register of the land-office aforesaid, together with the evidence in 
support of such claims respectively, and to be by him laid before Con
gress at their next ensuing session. And the land contained iri such 
warrants or orders of survey shall not be disposed of until otherwise 
directed by law. 

SEc. 5. And be it farther enacted, That that part of the lands to 
which the Indian title was extinguished by the treaty with the Choctaw 
nation made on Mount Dexter, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and five, lying on the east of Pearl river, shall be attached to the land 
district east of Pearl river, and that the residue of the lands to which 
the Indian title was extinguished by said treaty, shall be attached to the 
land district west of Pearl river; and the said lands shall, with the ex
ception of section number sixteen, which shall be reserved in each 
township for the use of schools within the same, and also with the ex
ception of fifteen hundred acres of land, which is hereby confirmed to 
John M'Grew, in compliance with the fourth article of said treaty, be 
offered for sale under the same regulations, at the same prices, and on 
the same terms as other lands lying within the said districts. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That every person and the legal 
representatives of every person, who being either the head of a family, 
or above the age of twenty-one years, who did before the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and seven, actually inhabit and cul
tivate a tract of land in the Mississippi territory, belonging to the United 
States, shall be allowed until the first day of October next, to obtain 
permission to remain on such tract or tracts of land, according to the 
provisions of the act, intituled " An act to prevent settlements being 
made on lands ceded to the United States until authorized by law," and 
the person or persons obtaining such permission shall be entitled to all 
the benefits, rights and privileges granted by law to those who obtained 
the same prior to the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the right of the United States 
to two town lots lying and being in the city of Natchez be, and the same 
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is hereby forever vested in the corporation of the said city, so as not to 
affect the legal or equitable claims of any individuals, or of any body 
politic or corporate, if any such there be. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever the claims of per
sons having a right of pre-emption in either of the districts east or 
west of Pearl river, shall interfere with each other, the register and re
ceiver of"public monies ~re hereby authorized in their respective districts 
so to regulate their locat10ns as to prevent such interference. 

APPROVED, March 31, 1808. 

CHAI', XLI.-.On Jlct further to prolong the continuance 'If the ]lfint at Philadel
phia, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act, intituled "An 
act concerning the mint," approved March the third, onP- thousand 
eight hundred and one, is hereby revived and continued in force and 
operation for the further term of five years after the fourth day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

APPROVED, April 1, 1808. 

CHAP, XLII.-An Act authwizing the sale if public .!lrms, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be sold to 
individual states, which may wish to purchase, any arms now owned by 
the United States, and which may be parted with without injury to the 
public: Accounts of such sales shall be laid before Congress, and the 
money arising therefrom be, and the same is hereby appropriated, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, to the purchase or 
manufacture of other arms for the use of the United States: Provided, 
that such arms be not delivered to any state or their agents until the 
payment of the purchase money be first made into the treasury of the 
United States, in money or in the stock of the United States, at its 
value, as established by an act, intituled " An act to repeal so much of 
any act or acts as authorize the receipt of evidences of the public debt, 
in payment for the lands of the United States, and for other purposes 
relative to the public debt :" Provided also, that this provision shall not 
extend to any purchase, not exceeding five thousand stand of arms, 
which shall be made by a state to which the United States by existing 
engagements are bound to pay a sum of money, e,qual to the amount of 
such purchase. 

APPROVED, April 2, 1808. 

CnAP. XLIIl.-.3n .3ct to raise for a limited time an additional military 
force.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States <!f America in Cort{[ress assembled, That in addition to the pre
sent military establishment of the United States, there be raised five 
regiments of infantry, one regiment of riflemen, one regiment of light 
artillery, and one regiment of light dragoons, to be enlisted for the term 
of five years, unless sooner discharged. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said regiments of in
fantry, riflemen, and artillery, shall consist of ten companies each, and 
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the regiment of light dragoons of eight troops; and the field and staff 
officers of each regiment, of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, one 
major, one adjutant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, oue surgeon, 
one surgeon's mate, one sergeant major, one quartermaster sergeant, two 
principal musicians, and for the regiment of light dragoons, one riding 
master; each company of infantry and riflemen, to consist of one cap
tain, one first and one second lieutenant, one ensign, two cadets, four 
sergeants, four corporals, two musicians, and sixty-eight privates; each 
company of artillery of one captain, one fir~t and one second lieutenant, 
two cadets, four sergeants, four corporals, two musicians, eight artificers, 
and fifty-eight matrosses; and each troop of light dragoons, of one cap
tain, one first and one second lieutenant, one cornet, iwo cadets, four 
sergeants, four corporals, two musicians, one saddler, one farrier, and 
sixty-four privates. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when in the opinion of the 
President of the United States, a suitable proportion of the troops 
authorized by this act shall be raised, there may be appointed two addi
tional brigadier generals, who shall be entitled to one aid-de-camp each, 
to be taken from the subalterns of the line ; two brigade inspectors, and 
two brigade quartermasters; and snch number of hospital surgeons, and 
surgeons' mates, as the service may require, but not exceeding five sur
geons and fifteen mates, with one steward, and one ward-master to each 
hospital; the brigade inspectors appointed under this act shall be taken 
from the line; and the brigade quartermasters, the adjutants, regimental 
quartermasters, and paymasters from the subalterns of the line. 

Sr,c. 4. Anrl. be it f11rtlicr l'nactcd, That the compensation of the 
officers, caflets, non-commissioned officers, musicians, artificers and 
privates, authorized by this act, shall be, viz., to each brigadier general, 
one hundred and four dollars per month, twelve rations per day, or an 
equivalent in money, and sixteen dollars per month for forage, when not 
fnrnishcd by the public: each brigade inspector, thirty dollars per month, 
in addition to his pay in the line; each brigade quartermaster and aid
de-camp, twenty dollars, and each adjntant regimental quartermaster and 
paymaster, ten dollars per month, in addition to their pay in the line; 
and to each six. dollars per month for forage, when not furnished as 
aforesaid; each hospital surgeon, seventy-five dollars per month, six 
rations per day, or an equivalent in money, and twelve dollars per month 
for forage, when not furnished as aforesaid; each hospital surgeon's 
mate, forty dollars per month, two rations per day, or an equivalent in 
money, and six dollars per month for forage, when not furnished as 
aforesaid ; each hospital steward, twenty dollars per month and two 
rations per day, or an equivalent in money; each wardmaster, sixteen 
dollars per month, and two rations per day, or an equivalent in money; 
to the colonel of light dragoons, ninety dollars per month, six rations 
per day, and forage for five horses; to the lieutenant colonel of light 
dragoons, seventy-five dollars per month, five rations per day, and forage 
for four horses; to the major of light dragoons, sixty dollars per month, 
four rations per day, an<l forage for four horses; to each captain of light 
dragoons, fifty dollars per month, three rations per day, and forage for 
three horses; to each lieutenant of light dragoons thirty-three and one 
third dollars per month, two rations per day, and forage for two horses; 
to each cornet of light dragoons, twenty-six and two thirds dollars per 
month, two rations per day, and forage for two horses; to tbe riding 
master, twenty-six and two thirds dollars per month, two rations per day 
and forage for two horses; each saddler and farrier, ten dollars per 
month, one ration per day, and a suit of uniform clothing annually; and 
all other officers, cadets, non-commissioned officers, musicians, artificers 
an? privates, authorized by this act, shall receive the like pay, clothing, 
rations, forage and other emoluments as the officers, cadets, non-com-
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missioned officers, musicians, artificers and privates of the present mili
tary establishment: P,·ovided, the officers and riding master furnish 
their own horses and accoutrements, and actually keep in service the 
aforesaid number of horses to entitle them to the aforegoing allowance 
for forage, or its equivalent in money: And provided al,·o, that the whole 
or any part of the regiment of light dragoons shall be liable to serve on 
foot as light infantry until by order of the President of the United 
States, horses and accoutrements shall be provided to equip the whole or 
any part thereof, as mounted dragoons. 

SEp. 5. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the officers, cadets, non
commissioned officers, musicians, artificers, and privates, raised pursuant 
to this act, shall be entitled to the like compensation in case of disability 
by wounds and otherwise, incurred in the service, as the officers, cadets, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, artificers and privates in the pre
sent military establishment, and with them shall be subject to the rules 
and articles of war which have been established or may be hereafter, by 
law, be established: And that the provisions of the act, intituled "An 
act fixing the military peace establishment of the United States," rela
tive to the widow, child, or children of any commissioned officer who 
shall die, while in the service of the United States, by reason of any 
wound received in actual service of the United States, to courts mar
tial, the regulation and compensation of recruiting officers, the age, size, 
c1uali6catioµs and bounties of recruits, arrears of pay, the bonds and 
duties of paymasters, penalties for desertion, punishment of persons 
who shall procure or entice any soldier to desert, or shall purchase from 
any soldier his arms, uniform, clothing or any part- thereof; and the 
punishment of any commanding officer cf any ship or vessel who shall 
rt>eeive on board of his ship or vessel, as one of his crew, knowing him 
to have deserted, or otherwise carry away any such soldier, or shall 
refuse to deliver him up to the orders of his commanding officer, to the 
oath or affirmation to be taken and subscribed by officers, non-commis
sioned officers, musicians and privates, to the allowance for extra ex
pense to any commissioned officer in travelling and sitting on general 
courts martial, to arrests of non-commissioned officers, musicians and 
privates for debts, to the allowance to soldiers discharged from service, 
except by way of punishment, shall be in force and applied to all per
sons, matters and things within the intent and meaning of this act, in 
the same manner as if they were inserted at large in the same. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the subsistence of the officers 
of the army, when not received in kind, shall be estimated at twenty 
cents per ration. 

SEc. 7. And be it Jurtlter enacted, That there shall be appointed to 
each brigade one chaplain, who shall be entitled to the same pay and 
emoluments as a major in the infantry. 

SEc. 8. And be it .furtlter enacted, That in the recess of the Senate 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized to appoint all or 
any of the officers, other than the general officers, proper to be appointed 
under this act, which appointments shall be submitted to the Senate, at 
the next session, for their advice and consent. 

SEc. 9. And be it .further enacted, That every commissioned and 
staff officer to be appointed in virtue of this act shall be a citizen of the 
United States, or some one of the territories thereof. 

APPROVED, April 12, 1808. 

CHAP. XLIV,-/ln .ii.ct to authorize the transportation rf certain documr.nts by 
mail, free 1f postage. 

Be it enacted by tlte Sennte and Jfo11.~e ()f Rrpresentati1Jcs of tlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the members of Congress, 
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the secretary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representa
tives be, and they are hereby authorized to transmit free of postage, the 
mes~age of the President of the United States, of the twenty-second 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight, and the documents 
accompanying the same, and the documents accompanying the message 
of the Pre~ident of the United States, of the thirtieth of March, printed 
by order of the Senate and House of Representatives, to any post-office 
within the United States, and territories thereof, to which theymay re
spectively direct; and it shall be a duty of the secretary of the Senate, 
and of the clerk of the House of Representatives, to send by the mail, 
the printed copies of the same message and documents, or any part 
thereof that may remain after Congress shall adjourn, and the same shalI 
be conveyed free of postage as aforesaid, conformahly to the directions 
of the members of each house of Congress respectively: any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, April 13, 1808. 

CHAP. XL VI.-.8n .!Jct to continue in force, for a further time, an act iritituled 
".!in act for the more effectual preservation of peace in the ports and harbors qf 
the United States, and in the waters under their jurisdiction." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America £n Congi·css assl'mblcd, That the act, intituled "An act 
for the more effectual preservation of peace in the ports and harbors of 
the United States, and in the waters under their jurisdiction," passed 
on the third day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and five, be, and the same hereby is continued in force for the 
term of two years, and from thence to the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April rn, 1808. 

CH.\P. XLVII.-.!Jn .!Jct to revive and continue in force ".dn act d~claring the 
assent cf Congress to certain acts cf the states cf Maryland and Georgia." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RPpresentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act which passed the 
seventeenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred, 
intituled "An act declaring the assent of Congress, to certain acts of 
the states of Maryland and Georgia," be, and the same is hereby revived 
and continued in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen. 

APPROVED, April 20, 1808. 

CHAP. XLVllI.-.9n .Rct concerning public contracts. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives ef tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage 
of this act, no member of Congress shall, directly or indirectly, himself, 
or by any other person whatsoever, in trust for him, or for his use or 
benefit, or on his account, undertake, execute, hold or enjoy, in the 
whole or in part, any contract or agreement hereafter to be made or 
entered into with any officer of the United States, in their behalf, or 
with any person authorized to make contracts on the part of the United 
States; and if any member of Congress shall, directly or indirectly, him
self, or by any other person whatsoever, in trust for him, or for his use 
or benefit, or on his account, enter into, accept of, agree for, undertake 
or execute any such contract or agreement, in the whole, or in part, 
every member so offending, shall, for every such offence, upon conviction 
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thereof, before any court of the United States, or of the territories there
of, having cognizance of such offence, be adjudged guilty of a high mis
demeanor, and shall be fined ~hree thousand dollars; and every such 
contract or agreement as aforesaid shall moreover be absolutely void and 
of no effect: Provided nevertheless, that in all cases where any sum or 
sums of money shall have been advanced on the part of the United 
States, in consideration of any such contract or agreement, the same 
shall be forthwith repaid; and in case of refusal or delay to repay the 
same, when demanded, by the proper officer of the department under 
whose authority such contract or agreement shall have been made or 
entered into, every person so refusing or delaying, together with his 
surety or sureties, shall be forthwith prosecuted at law for the recoverv 
of any such sum or sums of money advanced as aforesaid. • 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend to any contract or agreement, 
made or entered into, or accepted, by any incorporated company, where 
such contract or agreement shall be made for the general benefit of such 
incorporation or company; nor to the purchase or sale of bills of exchange 
or other property by any member of Congress, where the same shall be 
ready for delivery, and for which payment shall be made at the time of 
making or entering into the contract or agreement. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in every such contract or 
agreement to be made or entered into, or accepted as aforesaid, there 
shall be inserted an express condition that no member of Congress shall 
be admitted to any share or part of such contract or agreement, or to 
any benefit to arise thereupon. 

SEc .. 4. And be i-t further enacted, That if any officer of the United 
States, on behalf of the United States, shall directly or indirectly make 
or enter into any contract, bargain, or agreement, in writing or other
wise, other than such as are herein excepted, with any member of Con
gress, such officer so offending, on conviction thereof before any court 
having jurisdiction thereof, shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, and be fined in a sum of three thousand dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this act it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, Secre
tary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and the Postmaster-General annually, 
to lay before Congress, a statement of all the contracts which have been 
made in their respective departments, during the year preceding such 
report, exhibiting in such statement the name of the contractor, the 
article or thing contracted for, the place where the article was to be 
delivered, or the thing performed, the sum to be paid for its performance 
or delivery, the date and duration of the contract. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1808. 

CHAP. L.-An Act for the establishment of a Turnpike Company in the county 
of .!Jlexandria, in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatiiics of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Jonah Thompson, Tho
mas Swann, Charles Alexander, Edmund I. Lee, Jacob Hoffman, Cuth
bert Powel, and John Mandeville, or a majority of them, be, and they 
are hereby constituted a board of commissioners, with full power and 
authority to open, or cause to be opened, books for receiving and enter
ing subscriptions for raising a capital stock, not exceeding twenty thou
sand dollars, in share5 of fifty dollars each, for the purpose of opening, 
gravelling, and improving a road not exceeding one_ hundred! nor l_ess 
than thirty feet wide, between the town of Alexandria and Bndgepomt, 
on Alexande~'s island, qpposite the city of Washington, and of erecting 
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a bridge over Fourmile creek, in the county of Alexandria; and of 
making such other incidental works, and defraying such other incidental 
expenses, as may be deemed necessary or expedient by the company 
herein after named; the time, place, and manner of receiving and enter
ing such subscriptions to be ascertained by the said board of commis
sioners, and duly advertised in such gazettes as they r_nay deem expedien_t: 
Provided, that the time to be fixed upon by the said board of commis
sioners for opening books for receiving the said subscriptions, shall be 
on or before the first Monday in April next; and that no subscription 
shall be received, unless the sum of ten dollars be first paid into the 
hands of the person authorized to receive the same, on each share sub
scribed for. 

Si,;c, Z. And be it further enacted, That whenever two hundred of 
the said shares shall be subscribed for, all persons who may then be, or 
thereafter may become, the actual holders or proprietors of shares in the 
said capital stock, either as subscribers for the same, or as the legal 
representatives, successors, or assignees of such subscribers, shall be, 
and they are hereby made and created, a body politic and corporate, by 
the name and style of "The Washington and Alexandria Turnpike 
Company," and by that name may sue and be sued, implead and be 
impleaded, and do and suffer all acts, matters and things which a body 
politic and corporate may lawfulJy do and suffer; and may have a com
mon seal, and the same may break and alter at pleasure, and may make 
all by-laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances, for the good government 
and well being of the said company, and for carrying into effect the 
objects of their institution, so that such by-laws, rules, regulations, or 
ordinances be not repugnant to the laws of the United States in force 
within the said county of Alexandria. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when two hundred of the 
said shares shall be subscribed for, as aforesaid, or as soon after as may 
be, the said board of commissioners shall call a meeting of the company, 
at the town of Alexandria, by public advertisement in one or more 
gazettes published in Washington and Alexandria, appointing a fit 
and convenient time and place of meeting for the purpose of electing 
five directors, a clerk and a treasurer, and such officers, agents, and 
servants, as the said company may think fit to appoint, and for transact
ing any other business, in pursuance of this act, and appertaining to the 
nature and objects of the institution of the said company; and the said 
board of commissioners shall, if neces13ary, adjourn the said meeting 
from time to time, until a quorum shall be formed ; and a majority of 
the said company, or the proprietors of two thirds of the number of 
shares actually subscribed for, their legal representatives, successors, or 
proxies, shall be a quorum to do business; and the said board of com
missioners, before opening the said subscription books, shall asc.ertain 
and publish in their said advertisement, a fit and convenient mode of 
authenticating all powers of attorney, authorizing subscriptions to be 
!nade in the 1_rnme of any person or persons; and before calling a meet
mg of the ,said company shall ascertain and publish in their advertise
ment, a fit and convenient mode of authenticating all instruments of 
writing, authorizing any person or persons to act and vote at such meet
ing_, as the proxy or proxies of any member of the said company; all 
which powers of attorney and instruments of writing shall be filed with 
the clerk of the said company, and by him be safely kept among the 
records and documents appertaining to his office; and as soon as a 
quorum of the said company and a board of directors shall be formed as 
aforesaid, all the powers, authority, and duties whatsoever, by this act 
vested in the said board of commissioners, shall cease and determine, 
and then?eforward become vested in the directors, for the time being, 
of the said company, under such limitations and restrictions as the said 
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company may think fit to prescribe. And the said board of commis
siouers shall account to the said company, at the first meeting of the 
same, for all monies received by them or their ao-ents, on account of 
such subscriptions, and shall immediately pay over the same to the trea
surer of the said company, or to such other person or persons as the 
said compan_y may d\rect and aJ?point; the said company, nevertheless, 
to allow all Just credits for momes actually and necessarily expended by 
the said board of commissioners, in the execution of their said trust and 
duties. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be annually holden, 
on the first Monday in January, a meeting of the said company, for the 
purpose of electing five directors, a clerk, and a treasurer; and the said 
company shall have power, at any meeting legally called and constituted, 
in pursuance of this act, to displace any of their directors or officers, and 
to supply by a new election or appointment, all vacancies that may hap
pen among the directors or officers of the company; and the said com
pany shall have power to prescribe and regulate the powers and duties 
of the said directors, and of all other officers of the company; and a 
majority of the said directors may, from time to time, elect one of their 
body as president, and may provisionally supply, by their own election, 
any vacancies that may happen among the number of directors, or among 
any of the officers of the company: and the persons so elected by the 
said directors may continue in office till the next legal meeting of the 
company; and the directors of the said company to be elected in pur
suance of this act, shall, unless sooner displaced by the said company, 
continue in office until the first Monday in January next succeeding their 
election, and from that time until a new election shall be made by the 
said company. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That a meeting of the said com
pany may, at any time, be called by a majority of the directors of the 
company, for the time being, or by one third of the members of the said 
company, or by the proprietors of one third of the shares actualJy sub
scribed for, or the legal representatives or successors of such members or 
proprietors: Provided however, that no meeting of the said company s.hall 
be legal or valid, unless a quorum shall be formed, consisting of the majo
rity of the members of the said company, or of the proprietors of at least 
two thirds of the number of shares actually subscribed for, their legal 
representatives, successors or proxies, nor unless the place, (being within 
the town of Alexandria,) and the time of such meeting be previously 
advertised for three weeks successively, in one or more gazettes in the 
city of Washington and Alexandria. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That every director, clerk and 
treasurer, before he acts as such, shall take an oath or affirmation, for 
the due execution of his office. 

Sv.c. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said shares shall be 
negotiable and transferable from one to another, by assignments in writ
ing, executed before two witnesses at the least, and authenticated and 
registered, as the said company may prescribe and direct in their by-laws 
and regulations. 

SEc. 8. And be it .furllter enacted, That the amou'.1t of each sha~e 
shall be paid by instalments of ten dollars, at such times as the said 
directors, for the time being, shall appoint; and in case any instalment 
or instalments shall not be paid at the time appointed, or within ten days 
thereafter, the same may be recovered in the name of the company, by 
warrant from a justice of the peace, if the amount due shall not exceed 
twenty dollars; and if the sum so due shall exceed twP;nty dollars, the 
same may be recovered by motion, in the name of the said ?o~pany, on 
ten days' notice, in any court of record in the county or d1stn~t where 
the debtor may be found ; and in all such warrants and motions the 
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certificate of the clerk of the said company shall be conclusive evidence 
of the defendant's being a member of the company, and prima facie evi
dence of the amount due on the shares held by such defendant; and if 
such instalment or instalments be not paid within sixty days after the 
time limited for the payment of the same, and advertised for four weeks 
successively in one or more gazettes published in Washington or Alex
andria, the president and directors of the said company may proceed to 
forfeit, for the use of the company, the share or shares of the person or 
persons so failing to pay. 

SEc. 9. And whereas, certain individuals have already subscribed and 
paid sundry small sums of money, which have been appropriated to the 
purpose of opening and partially improving the said road from Alexan
dria to Washington: Be it furtlter enacted, That it. shall and may be 
lawful for the said board of commissioners to place the said payments to 
the credit of those individuals, who have respectively paid the same, and 
who are desirous of purchasing stock in the said company, by allowing 
them the full amount of the money they have respectively advanced, in 
the purchase of a share or shares in the said company. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said company be, and 
they are hereby authorized and empowered to open, extend, gravel and 
improve, in the turnpike manner, a good and sufficient road, com
mencing at the intersection of Washington and Montgomery streets, in 
the said town of Alexandria, thence extending in a straight line to the 
northeastern corner of the almshouse lot, and thence by the most eligible 
and convenient route, to Bridgepoint, on Alexander's island; and also to 
erect and build, or cause to be erected and built over Fourmile creek, 
a good and sufficient bridge, of sound and suitable materials, and in all 
respects adequate for the passage of travellers, horses and carriages, with 
a secure railing on each side, at least four feet high, and a convenient 
way for foot passengers on one side, which shall be separated from the 
carriage way, by a good and sufficient railing, at least four feet high. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the said president and directors, or the majority of them, to agree 
with the owners of any land, through which the said road is intended to 
pass, for the purchase thereof: and in case of disagreement, or in case 
the owner thereof shall be a feme covert, under age, non compos, or out 
of the district, on application to one of the judges of the circuit court, 
the said judge shall issue a warrant directed to the marshal of the dis
trict, to summon a jury of twenty-four inhabitants of Alexandria county, 
of property and reputation, not related to the parties, nor in any manner 
interested, to meet on the land to be valued, at a day to be expressed in 
the warrant, not less than ten, nor more than twenty days thereafter; 
and the marshal, upon receiving the said warrant, shall forthwith sum
mon the said jury, and when met, provided there be not less than twelve 
shall administer an oath or affirmation to every juryman that shall appear: 
"That he will faithfully, justly, and impartially value the land not ex
ceeding the width of one hundred feet, and all damages the owner thereof 
shall sustain by opening the road through such land, according to the 
best of his skill and judgment." And the inquisition thereupon taken 
shall be signed by the marshal and by the jurymen present, and returned 
by the marshal to the clerk of the county, to be by him recorded. And 
upon every such valuation, the jury is hereby directed to describe and 
ascertain the bounds of the land by them valued; and their valuation 
shall be conclusive on all persons, and shall be paid by the said president 
and directors to the owner of the land, or his legal representative; and 
on paymr.nt thereof said land shall become an open public road for ever. 

SEc. 12. And be it furt!ter enacted, That as soon as the said wad 
shall be opened and improved, and the said bridge shall be erected and 
built, as required by this act, the said company shall be entitlad to de--
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mand and receive by their proper agents, servants, or officers at the said 
bridge, tolls not exceeding the following rates, to be regulated from time 
to time by the circuit court of the United States, in and for the district 
of Columbia, in the county of Alexandria, under the direction of Con
gress; for each p~r~n an~ horse, six cents and a quarter; for each 
chaise, sulky, or ndmg ch~rr, twelve and a half cents; for each coach, 
coachee, stage-wagon, chariot, phaeton, or curricle, or other riding car
riage, twenty-five cents, and the further sum of four cents for each horse 
more than two, by which such coach, co:i-chee, chariot, phaeton, or curri~ 
cle, shall be drawn; for each sled or sleigh, twelve and a half cents, and 
the further sum of four cents for each horse or other beast, more than 
two, by which such sled or sleigh shall be drawn; for each four-wheeled 
wagon, cart, or other four-wheeled carriage of burthen, twenty-five cents, 
and the further. sum of four cents for each horse or other beast, more 
than two, by which the same shall be drawn; for each two-wheeled cart, 
dray, or other two-wheeled carriage of burthen, twelve and a half cents, 
and the further sum of four cents for each horse or other beast, more 
than one, by which the same shall be drawn; for each sheep or swine, 
one cent; for horses and neat cattle, other than those in teams, drawing 
sleds, sleighs, or carriages, or those with riders, two cents each. And 
it shall be the duty of the said company to keep posted up, in some con
spicuous place, at the said bridge where the toll is collected, a printed 
list of the rates of toll allowed by this act, and for every day the same 
shall be neglected, they shall forfeit and pay one dollar, to be recovered 
by warrant, by any person who shall sue for the same. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said corporation, to keep the said road and bridge in good repair; and 
if in neglect of their said duty, the :iaid corporation shall at any time 
suffer the said road or bridge to be out of repair, so as to be unsafe or 
inconvenient for passengers, the said corporation shall be liable to be 
presented for such neglect, before any court of competent jurisdiction, 
and upon conviction thereof, to pay to the United States a penalty not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, at the discretion of the court; and shall 
also be responsible for all damages, which may be sustained by any per
son or persons, in consequence of such want of repair, to be recovered 
in an action of trespass on the case, in any court competent to try the 
same: Provided always, and it is further enacted, that whenever the 
nett proceeds of toll collected on said road shall amount to a sum suffi
-cient to reimburse the capital stock, which shall be expended in the 
purchase of said land, building said bridge, and making said road, and 
twelve per cent. interest thereon, to be ascertained by said circuit court, 
the same shall become a free road, and toll shall be no longer collected 
thereon; and said company shall annually make returns to said circuit 
court, of the amount of toll collected, and of their necessary expenses, 
so as to enable said circuit court to determine when said toll shall cease. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1808. 

CHAP. LI.-.Bn .Bet to continue in force an mt intituled "..in act to extend juris
diction in certain cases to state judges and state courts ; and for other pur
poses." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the a~t, intituled "An 
act to extend jurisdiction in certain cases to state Judges and state 
courts," passed the eighth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and six, be, and the same is hereby continued in force without limitation 
of time. 

(a) See notes to act of March 8, 1806, chap. 14. 
VoL. II.-62 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several provisions of the 
above-mentioned act, intituled "An act to extend jurisdiction in certain 
cases to state judges and state courts," be, and the same are hereby ex
tended to the respective county courts within, or next adjoining the 
revenue districts in the state of Ohio on Lake Erie, and to the district 
attorney of the United States for the district of Ohio. 

APPROVED, April 21, 1808. 

CHAP. LII.-.On .Oct to authorize the President qf the.United States, under certain 
conditions, to suspend tlie operation qf the act laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in t!te ports and harbors qf the United States, and the several acts 
supplementary thereto. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ifouse ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in the event of such 
peace or suspension of hostilities between the belligerent powers of 
Europe, or of such changes in their measures affecting neutral com
merce, as may render that of the United States sufficiently safe, in the 
judgment of the President of the United St~tes, he is her~by authorized, 
during the recess of Congress, to suspend, rn whole or m part, the act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of 
the United States, and the several acts supplementary thereto, under 
such exceptions and restrictions, and on such bond and security being 
given as the public interest and circumstances of the case may appear 
to require: Provided, such suspension shall not extend beyond twenty 
days after the next meeting of Congress. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1808. 

CHAP. LIII.-.8n .!let to alter the time for t!te next meeting qf Congres.,. 

Be it enacted by the Sen.ate and /louse of Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjournment 
of the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the 
first Monday of November next. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1808. 

CHAP. LV.-.8n .Oct making provision for arming and equipping tlie whole bor.ly 
qf il,e Militia qf the United States. 

Be it enacted by tltc Senate and lfouse of Representatives ef the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the annual sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated, for 
the purpose of providing arms and military equipments for the whole 
body of the militia of the United States, either by purchase or manu
facture, by and on account of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, to purchase sites for, and erect 
such additional arsenals and manufactories of arms, as he may deem 
expedient, under the limitations and restrictions now provided by law: 
Provided also, that so much of any law as restricts the number of work
men in the armories of the United States to one hundred men, be, and 
the same hereby is repealed. 

SEc. 3. And be it furthei· enacted, That all the arms procured in 
virtue of this act, shall be transmitted to the i::everal states composing· 
this Union, and territories thereof, to each state and territory respectively, 
in proportion to the number of the effective militia in each state and 
territory, and by each state and territory to be distributed, to the militia 
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in such state and territory, under such rules and regulations as shall be 
by law prescribed by the legislature of each state and territory. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1808. 
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Ohio. April 23, 1808. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
be established, viz. from Darien, by John Jones' to Milledgeville, and 
from thence to Athens; from Sparta to Milledgeville, and from thence 
by Jones's Courthouse to the Garrison on Oakmulgee; from Milledge
ville to Putnam Courthouse, and from thence to Morgan Courthouse, 
and to Randolph Courthouse; from New Lisbon to Canton, in Ohio. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1808. 

CHAP. L Vll.-.On .Ocl making an appropriation to supply a deficiency in an 
appropriation for the support if government during the present year, and mak
ing an appropriation for defraying the expenses incident to the valuation ef 
houses and lands, and tl,e enumeration if slaves within the United States, 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That to make good a defi
ciency in the appropriation for the contingent expenses of both houses 
of Congress, authorized by the act of the tenth of February last, the 
further sum of seven thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is 
appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding five 
thousand four hundred and one dollars and twenty-seven cents, the 
balance of a former appropriation to that amount, for that object, hav
ing been carried to the credit of the surplus fund, to be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, for defraying the further expenses incident to the 
valuation ~f houses and lands, and the enumeration of slaves within the 
United States. 

ArPROVED, April 23, 1808. 

CHAP. LVIII.-.Bn .Oct concerning invalid pensioners.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives qf the United 
States of Ame1·ica in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby directed to place the following named persons, 
whose claims have been transmitted to Congress, pursuant to a law 
passed the tenth of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, on the 
pension list of invalid pensioners of the United States, according to the 
rates, and to commence at the times herein mentioned, that is to say: 

Thomas Lamar Davis, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per 
month, to commence on the twenty-ninth day of December, one thou
sand eight hundred and seven. 

Albert Chapman, at the rate of ten dollars per month, to commence 
on the seventeenth day of October, one thousand eight huridred and 
seven. 

Ambrose Homan, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, 
to commence on the fifteenth day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and six. 
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Richard Scott, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, 
to commence on the fifth day of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven. 

Francis Blood, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence on 
the sixteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and six. 

Jonas Green, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence on 
the eighth day of October, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

William Green, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to commence 
on the seventh day of February, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Seth Weed, at the rate of six dollars per month, to commence on the 
seventh day of October, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Samuel Lathrop, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
on the twenty-second day of September, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven. 

Peter Smith, at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence on 
the sixteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and six. 

William Johnston, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, 
to commence on the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. 

James Houston, at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, to commence 
on the thirteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Jedediah Hyde, at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, to commence 
on the third day of August, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Samuel Nesbit, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence on 
the eighteenth day of October, one thous:md eight hundred and seven. 

Shepherd Packard, at the rate of three dollars per month, to com
mence on the seventh day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. 

Richard Kisby, at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence 
on the twenty-fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. 

Jonathan Wilkins, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, 
to commence on the twenty-sixth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and seven. 

Waterman Baldwin, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
on the twenty-fifth day of October, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. 

John Clark, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to commence on 
the fifteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

John Venus, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, to 
commence on the eleventh day of December, one thousand eight hun
dred and seven. 

John Holcombe, at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, to commence 
on the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Richard Steads, at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence 
on the ninth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Alexander Jones, at the rate of three dollars thirty-three and one third 
cents per month, to commence on the nineteenth day of June, one thou
sand seven hundred and eighty-four. 

Benjamin Saddler, at the rate of three dollars per month, to com
mence on the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
three. 

Benjamin Jenkins, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, 
to commence on the sixteenth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and seven. 

William Scott, at the rate of twenty-five dollars per month, to com
mence on the twelfth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. 

James Bruff, at the rate of twenty dollars per month_, to commence 
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on the seventeenth day of August, one thousand eight hundred and Namesofpen-
seven. sioners, and 

Nathan Taylor, at the rate of ten dollars per month to commence on :r-=:.ofpen. 
the nineteenth day of February, one thousand eight h~ndred and eight. 

Aaron Stevens, at the rate of ten dollars per month, to commence on 
the twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

Simon Morgan, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, to commence 
on the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Jonathan Patch, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
on the eleventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred and six. 

Ebenezer Rowe, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
on the sixteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Benjamin Kendrick, at the rate of three dollars thirty-three and one 
third cents per month, to commene,e on the first day of January, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-six. 

Nicholas Hoff, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence on 
the twenty-second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

Samuel Shaw, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to commence 
on the thirteenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

Nicholas Lott, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, to 
commence on the twenty-third day of January, one thousand eight hun-
dred and eight. .. 

Humphrey Becket, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, 
to commence on the eighth day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight. 

Silas Parrot, at the rate of six dollars per month, to commence on 
the tenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Jared Hinkley, junior, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per 
month, to commence on the nineteenth day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight. 

Francis Davidson, at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence 
on the sixteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Andrew Waggoner, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, to com
mence on the second day of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven. 

George Richardson, at the rate of four dollars per month, to com
mence on the tenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

William Wall ace, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to commence 
on the thirtieth of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Joseph Bird, at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence on 
the twenty-ninth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John St. John, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
on the twenty-ninth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

Abner Snow, at the rate of three dollars and seventy-five cents per 
month, to commence on the twenty-seventh day of January, one thou
sand eight hundred and eight. 

Aaron Crane, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, to 
commence on the third day of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven. 

James Hawkley, at the rate of five dollar~ per month, to co?1mence 
on the sixth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Elijah Morse, at the rate of four dollars per month, to co~mence on 
the sixth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John Van Anglen at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, to com• 
' • 2T 
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Names of pen- mence on the third day of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
sioners, and seven. 
!\'!:!.of pen- James Boden, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, to 

commence on the twenty-eighth day of March, one thousand eight hun
dred and eight. 

Isaac Burnham, at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence 
on the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Benjamin Hillman, at the rate of ten dollars per month, to commence 
on the fourteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

Silas Pierce, at the rate of ten dollars per month, to commence on 
the seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Randel M'Allistor, at the rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
on the seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John Duma!, at the rate of three dollars per month, to commence on 
the seventh day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Jabez Church, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, to 
commence on the twenty-second day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight. 

Thomas Machin, at the rate of ten dollars per month, to commence 
on the nineteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

David Richey, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per month, to 
commence on the second day of April. one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

• SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pensions of the follow
ing persons already placed on the pension list of the United States, 

1806, ch. 25. whose claims for an increase of pension have been transmitted to Con
gress, pursuant to the act aforesaid, be increased to the sums herein re
spectively annexed to their names, the said increase to commence at the 
times herein mentioned, that is to say: 

James Campbell, four dollars per month, to commence on the twenty
fifth day of September, 9ne thousand eight hundred and seven. 

John Beardsley, jun. five dollars per month, to commence on the thir
teenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Thomas Bristol, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty· 
second day of October, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Josiah Smith, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty
ninth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Joseph Wace, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty
ninth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Daniel Buck, five dollars per month, to commence on the seventeenth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Lemuel King, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty
third day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

·William Wallace, five dollars per month, to commence on the seven
teenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Joseph Saunders, five dollars per month, to commence on the seventh 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

William Hastings, five dollars per month, to commence on the eleventh 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Joshua Lovejoy, five dollars per month, to commence on the fifth day 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Isaac Higgins, three dollars thirty-three and one third cents per 
month, to commence on the twenty-ninth day of September, one thou
sand eight hundred and seven. 

Reuben Dow, fifteen dollars per month, to commence on the nine
teenth day of February, one thousand eight h11ndred and seven. 

Joseph Harrup, five dollars per month, to commence on the fifteenth 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 
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David Ranney, five dollars per month, to. commence on the fifth day 
of November, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

John Whitehorn, five dollars per month, to commence on the thirtieth 
day of -September, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Richard Sherman, five dollars per month, to commence on the eighth 
day of October, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Noah Sinclair, three dollars and seventy-five cents per month, to 
commence on the eighth day of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven. 

Nathaniel Church, five dollars per month, to commence on the eighth 
day of October, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Gersham Clarke, five dollars per month, to commence on the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John M•Kinstrey, twelve dollars per month, to commence on the 
seventh day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Ebenezer Perkins, five dollars per month, to commence on the fifteenth 
of September, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Henry Ten Eyck, fifteen dollars per month, to commence on the 
twenty-first day of November, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Thomas Simpson, thirteen dollars thirty-three and one third cents [per 
month], to commence on the twenty-fourth day of December, one thou
sand eight hundred and six. 

John Rybecker, four dollars per month, to commence on the eighteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Lemuel Dean, five dollars per month, to commence on the eighth day 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Thomas Johnson, five dollars per month, to commence on the seven
teenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Levi Chubbuck, three dollars and seventy-five cents per month, to 
commence on the twentieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven. 

George Walter, two dollars and fifty cents .per month, to commence 
on the twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. 

Samuel Rossetter, five dollars per month, to commence on the thirtieth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Jeremiah Prichard, thirteen dollars thirty-three and one third cents 
per month, to commence on the sixth day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight. 

Abner Gage, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty-sixth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John Devoe, five dollars per month, to commence on the thirtieth day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Nathaniel Bradley, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty
sixth day of January, one thousand eight hnndred and eight. 

Thaddeus Seely, two dollars and fifty cents per month, to commence 
on the ninth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John Herron, two dollars and fifty cents per month, to commence on 
the twenty-sixth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Peter Nevius, four dollars per month, to commence on the seventeenth 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John Hampton, six dollars per month, to commence on the seventeenth 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Roswell Woodworth, five dollars per month, to commence on the 
twenty-third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

David Hulbell, five dollars per month, to commence on the nineteenth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

John M•Coy, five dollars per month, to comlll€nce on the fifteenth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 
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Caleb Hunt, five dollars per month, to commence on the fifth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Henry Gates, five dollars per month, to commence on the ninth day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

David Hall, five dollars per month, to commence on the twelfth day 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

Jonah Cook, five dollars per month, to commence on the fourth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

William Nelson, five dollars per month, to commence on the twenty
second day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary at War he, 
and he is hereby authorized and directed to place on the pension list of 
the United States, all persons who now remain on the pension list of 
any of the states, and who were placed on the same in consequence 
of disability occasioned by known wounds received during the revolu
tionary war, whether such person or persons served in the land or sea 
service of the forces of the United States, or of any particular state, in 
the regular corps, or the militia, or as volunteers: Provided, that in no 
case the pensions allowed to such person or persons, shall exceed the 
sums specified by the sixth section of an act, intituled "An act to pro
vide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received in the 
revolutionary war," passed the tenth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six: And provided, that in every case where application 
shall be made, to have such person or persons placed on the pension 
list of the United States, under this law, satisfactory documents from 
the proper officers of the state, shall he adduced to establish the fact of 
such person or persons having been placed on the state pension list in 
consequence of disability occasioned by known wounds received during 
the revolutionary war. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That any officer, non-commissioned 
officer, mu,sician, or private, who has been wounded or disabled since 
the revolutionary war, while in the line of his duty, in the actual service 
of the United States, whether he belong to the military establishment or 
the militia, or any volunteer corps, called into service under the authority 
of the United States, may be placed on the pension list of the United 
States, at such rate of compensation, and under such regulations as are 
prescribed by the act, intituled "An act to provide for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received. in the revolutionary war," passed 
April the tenth, one thousand eight hundred and six. 
. SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the pensioners becoming 
such in virtue of this act, shall be paid in the same manner as invalid 
pensioners are paid, who have heretofore been placed on the pension 
list of the United States, under such restrictions and regulations in all 
respects, as are prescribed by the laws of the United States, in such 
cases provided. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 

CHAP. LX.-.On .!let to authorize and empower the President ef the United States 
to exchange certain lands, for otl1er lands more suitable for fortification. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of R1;prcsentatives of ilte United 
States of America in Con{fress assembli:d, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered, to cause 
the lands in Portland, whereon the fort and battery now stand, and the 
lands at Ocracock and Old Topsail inlets, in North Carolina, acquired 
with a view to erecting fortifications, to be exchanged for other lands 
more suitable for fortification, and the protection of Portland, in the 
district of Maine, and Ocracock, and Old Topsail inlet, in North 
Carolina. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 
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CHAP. LXI.-.Bn .Bet to make Plymouth, in North Carolina, a port <f entry; to 
thange the name ef I he District if Nanjemoy to that ef St. Mary's and to make 
.9ugusta, in the District ef Maine, a port ef delivery. ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, a district shall be formed out of the district of Eden
ton, in North Carolina, to be called the district of Plymouth, which shall 
include and comprehend the rivers Roanoak and Cashie, and all the 
waters, creeks, and harbors belonging thereto. The town of Plymouth 
shall be the port of entry and delivery; and Windsor and Skewarky, 
ports of delivery. A collector for the district shall be appointed, to 
reside and keep his office at the town of Plymouth, who shall be entitled 
to receive three per cent. commissions on all monies by hin, received on 
account of the duties arising on goods, wares and merchandise imported 
into the said district, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels and the 
other emoluments and fees of office established by law. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next the district of Nanjernoy, in the state of Maryland, 
shall be called the district of St. Mary's, and the collector shall reside 
at St. Mary's river, which shall be the port of entry and delivery for said 
district, and Nanjemoy a port of delivery only, to which a surveyor shall 
be appointed, who shall be entitled, in addition to the fees and emolu
ments already allowed by Jaw, to receive a salary of one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the town of Augusta, in the 
district of Maine, shall be, and the same is hereby constituted a port of 
delivery, to be annexed to the district of Bath, and subject to the same 
regulations and restrictions as other ports of delivery in the United 
States; and there shall be appointed a surveyor, to reside ·at the said 
port of delivery, who shall be entitled to receive a salary of one hundred 
and fifty dollars, annually, in addition to the pther emoluments allowed 
by Jaw. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 

CHAP. LXII.-.Bn .Bet making appropriations for the support ef an additio-nal 
military Jorce, for the year one thousanJ eight hundred and eigld. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rqn-esentatives of the· United 
States of America in Congr~ss assembled, That for defraying the neces
sary expense to the first day of January next, of the troops to be raised 
by virtue of an act, intituled "An act to raise for a limited_ time an ad
ditional military force," passed on the twelfth day of Apnl, one thou
sand eight hundred and eight, the following sums be, and the same 
hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say : 

For pay, two hundred and eighty-five thousand nine hundred an<l 
twenty dollars. . 

For forage, eighteen thousand four hundred and seve~ty-nme dollars. 
For subsistence, two hundred and thirteen thousand six hundred and 

ninety-six dollars. 
For clothing, one hundred and fifty thousand five hundred and twenty-

eight dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, eighty-five thousand one hundred and 

twenty dollars. 
For the medical and hospital departments, fifteen thousa_nd dollars. 
For camp equipage, tents, barracks, fuel, and transportation one hun

dred and eleven thousand dollars. 
For contingencies, ten thousand dollars. 
For ordnance, sixty thousand dollars. 

VoL. II.-63 2 T 2 
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For the purchase of horses and other expenses necessary to mount the 
cavalry, thirty-six thousand seven hundred and twenty dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein spe
cifically appropriated, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 

CHAP. LXIII.-.On .Oct authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the 
comptroller of the treasury, in trust, the amount of certain bills drawn by John. 
Armstrong, minister from the United States to the court ef France, on [the] 
treasury rf the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Rl'presentatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, •and he is hereby authorized and directed, to pay into the 
hands of the comptroller of the treasury of the United States, the amount 
in cash, of the bills drawn by John Armstrong, minister from the United 
States to the court of France, on the treasurer of the United States, in 
favour of Nathan Freres, Denton and Hall, pursuant to a liquidation 
made by the government of France under the convention concluded 
between the United States and the French gover111uei1t, on the thirtieth 
day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and three; and 
also, the amount of the bills drawn by the aforesaid minister on the said 
treasurer of the United States in favour of Joseph Sands, pursuant to a 
liquidation made under the convention aforesaid, which sums so paid to 
the comptroller, shall be held by him in trust, to pay and satisfy such 
persons, and in such proportions, as shall be adjudged or decreed by the 
courts hereafter specified; and the said sums shall be by the comptrol
ler deposited in the office of discount and deposit, in the city of Wash
ington, for safe keeping until such judgments or decrees shall take place. 

SEc. 2. And be it furthtr enacted, That all suits or proceedings at 
law or in equity, to establish claims against, or recover the whole or any 
part of the sum so deposited, on account of the bills drawn in favour of 
Nathan Frercs, D3nton and Hall, Rhall be commenced on or before the 
first day of November next, in the circuit court of the fourth circuit, 
holden in the district of Maryland, and all suits or proceedings at law or 
in equity, to establish claims against, or to recover the whole or any part 
of the sum so deposited 011 account of the bills drawn in favour of Joseph 
Sands, shall be commenced on or before the day aforesaid, in the circuit 
court of the second circuit, holden in the district of New York, or in 
the circuit court of the district of Columbia, to be held for Washington 
county in said district, and any, or either party aggrieved by the judg
ment or decree of either of the said courts, may remove the same to the 
supreme court of the United States, in the same manner, and on the 
same terms and conditions, as appeals and writs of error are now prose
cuted from the said courts. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever a final judgment or 
decree shall be entered up by either of the said courts in favour of any 
person or persons, who may have established a right or claim to the 
whole or any part of the said sums so paid to the comptroller, and depo
sited in virtue of this law, the said comptroller shall direct the cashier 
of the said office of discount and deposit, to pay the amount recovered 
to the party or persons entitled under such judgment or decree so ren
dered by the said courts. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 
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CHAP. LXV.-.!ln .!let to malce good a de.ficit in tlte appropriation ef eighteen hun
dred and seven,for completing the public buildin1y, and for other purpu•es. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the appro
priations already made, the following sums of money be, and the same 
are hereby appropriated, to be applied under the direction of the Presi
dent of the United States, to the purposes herein after mentioned, that 
is to say: 

For making good the deficit of eighteen hundred and seYen, including 
the debt due from the public offices, fifty-one thousand five hundred dol
lars. 

For completing the wall of the President's square, planting the ground 
so as to close this part of the expenditure, building a solid flight of steps 
to the principal door, and minor expenses, fourteen thousand dollars. 

For carrying up in solid work, the interior of the north wing, com
prising the Senate chamber, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For executing the work deficient in the interior of the south wing and 
for painting, eleven thousand five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of money 
hereby appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 

CHAP. LXVI.-.,?n Jlct in addition to the act intituled "Jln act laying an em
bargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors ef the United States," and 
the several acts supplementary thereto, and for other purpuses.(a) 

Be it enactrd by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That during the continuance 
of the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States, no vessel of any description whatever, and 
wherever bound, whose employment is confined to the navigation of 
bays, sounds, rivers and lakes, within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, (packets, ferry-boats, and vessels exempted from the obligation of 
giving any bond whatever, only excepted,) s.hall be allowed to depart from 
any district of the United States, without having previously obtained a 
clearance, nor until the master or commander shall have delivered to the 
collector or surveyor of the port of departure, a manifest of the whole 
cargo on board, including articles of domestic growth or manufacture, 
as well as foreign merchandise. And it shall also be the duty of the 
owners, agents or master of every such vessel, to produce within two 
months thereafter, to the collector of the district from which the vessel 
departed, a certificate of the landing of the whole of such cargo, in a 
port of the United States, within the bay, sound, rivers or lakes, to which 
the navigation of such vessel is confined, signed by the collector or sur
veyor of the port where the cargo shall have been landed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further en.acted, That during the continuance of 
the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and har
bors of the United States, and of the several acts supplementary thereto, 
no ship or vessel of any description whatever, other than those described 
in the next preceding section, and wherever bound, shall re_ceive a_clear
ance, unless the lading shall be made hereafter und~r ~he mspecti~n of 
the proper revenue officers, subject to the same restr1ct10ns, regulations, 
penalties, and forfeitures, as are provided by law for the inspection of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United ~fates, 1~pon 
which duties are imposed, any law to the contrary notw1thstandmg: 

(a) See notes to act of December 22, 1807, chap. 15. 
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Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect 
vessels laden in whole or in part on the receipt of this act by the respec
tive collectors. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any vessel described in the 
first section, shall depart from any district of the United States, without 
a clearance, or before the manifest df the cargo shall have been delivered 
to the collect.or or surveyor, in the manner therein prohibited, or if a 
certificate of the landing of the cargo shall not be produced within the 
time and in the manner therein provided, such vessel and cargo shall 
be forfeited, and the owner or owners, consignee, agent, factors, freighters, 
master, or skipper of such vessel, shall respectively forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, nor less than one thousand dollars: 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall. be construed to bar 
or prevent the recovery of the penalty on the bond· given for such vessel. 

SEc. 4. And be i~ furtlicr enricted, That during the continuance of 
the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and har
bors of the United States, and of the several acts supplementary thereto, 
it shall be the duty of the master or person having charge or command 
of any vessel, flat, or boat intended to enter that part of the river Missis
sippi, which lies between the southern boundary of the Mississippi ter
ritory and the river Iberville, if going down the said river, to stop at 
Fort Adams, and if going up the river to stop at Iberville, and at each 
place, as the case may be, to deliver to an inspector of the revenue, to 
be stationed there for that purpose,· a manifest of the whole cargo on 
board, and also to produce to the same officer, within two months there
after, if going down the river, and within six months thereafter if going 
up the river, a certificate of the landing of the same in some part of the 
district of Mississippi, and within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
which certificate shall be signed by the collector or one of the surveyors 
of the district of Mississippi; or if the cargo shall be landed more than 
thirty miles from the place of residence of any such officer, by a state 
or territorial judge, having jurisdiction at the place of such landing. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlicr enacted, That if any vessel, flat, or boat, 
shall enter that part of the river Mississippi as prescribed in the next 
preceding section, without stopping and deliyering a manifest in the 
manner therein provided, or if a certificate of the landing of the cargo 
shall not be produced within the time, and in the manner therein pro
vided, such vessel, flat, or boat and carg9 shall be forfeited, and the 
owner or owners, consignee, agent, factors, freighters, master, or skipper 
of such vessel, flat, or boat, shall respectively forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding five thousand dollars, nor less than one thousand dollars. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel having 
any cargo whatever on board, shall, during the continuance of the act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of 
the United States, be allowed to depart from any port of the United 
States, for any other port or district of the United States, adjacent to 
the territories, colonies, or provinces of a foreign nation; nor shall any 
clearance be furnished to any ship or vessel, bound as aforesaid, without 
special permission of the President of the United States. And if any ship 
or vessel shall, contrary to the provisions of this act, proceed to any port 
or district adjacent to the territories, colonies, or provinces of a foreign 
nation, such ship or vessel, with her cargo, shall be wholly forfeited; 
and if the same shall not be seized, the owner, owners, agents, factors, 
and freighters of such ship or vessel shall, for every such offence, forfeit 
and pay double the value of such ship and cargo; and the master and 
commander of such ship or vessel, as well as all other persons, who shall 
knowingly be concerned in such prohibited voyage, shall each respec
tively forfeit and pay not exceeding three thousand dollars, nor less than 
five hundred dollars for every such offence, whether the vessel be seized 
or not. 
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SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the commanders of the 
public armed vessels and gun boats of the United States shall, as well 
as the commanders or masters of the revenue cutters, and revenue boats 
be authorized, and they a~e hereby au~~orized to stop _and examine any 
vessel, flat, or boat, belongmg to any c1t1zen of the Umted States, either 
on t~e high sea~, ~r withi!l t!1e _ju'.isdiction of t~e United States, or any 
foreign vessel w1thm the JUnsd1ct10n of the Umted States, which there 
may be reason to suspect to be engaged in any traffic or commerce, or 
:n the transportation of merchandise, of either domestic or foreign 
growth or manufacture, contrary to the provisions of this act, or of the 
act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors 
of the United States, or of any of the acts supplementary thereto and 
if upon examination, it shall' appear that such vessel, flat or boat is' thus 
engaged, it shall be the duty of the commander to seize every such ves
sel, flat, or boat, and to send the same tp the nearest port of the United 
States for trial. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the comptroller of the trea
sury be, and he hereby is authorized to remit the duties accruing on the 
importation of goods of domestic produce, or which being of foreign 
produce, had been exported without receiving a drawback, which may 
have been, or may be re-imported in vessels owned by citizens of the 
United States; and which having sailed subsequent to the first day of 
October last, and prior to the twenty-second day of December last, may 
be or have been stopped on the high seas by foreign armed vessels, and 
by reason thereof have returned, or may hereafter return into the United 
States. And the said comptroller is likewise authorized to direct the 
exportation bonds given for foreign merchandise, exported with privilege 
of drawback, in such vessel and re-imported in the same, in the manner 
aforesaid to be cancelled, the duties on rnch re-importation being pre
viously paid, and on such other conditions and restrictions as may be 
necessary for the security of the revenue. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and har
bors of the United States, no foreign ship or vessel shall go from one 
port in the United States to another, and should any foreign ship or 
vessel, contrary to this section, go from one port of the United States to 
another, the vessel with her cargo shall be wholly forfeited, and the 
owner, or owners, agent, factors, freighters, and master of such ship or 
vessel, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars, 
nor less than one thousand dollars. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That no vessel, flat, or boat, com• 
prehended in this act shall be obliged to pay more than twenty cents for 
each clearance. 

SEc. 11. And be it Jurtlwr enacted, That the collectors of the cus
toms be, and they are hereby respectively authorized to detain any vessel 
ostensibly bound with a cargo to some othei: port of the United States, 
whenever in their opinions the intention is to violate or evade any of 
the provisions of the acts laying an embargo, until the decision of the 
President of the United States be had thereupon. 

SEC. !~. And be it further enac'tcd, That if any unusual deposits of 
provisions, lumber, or other articles of domestic growth or manufacture 
shall have been, or shall be made in any of the ports of the United 
States, adjacent to the territories, colonies, or provinces of a foreign 
nation, the collector of the district shall be, and he hereby is authorized 
to take the same in his custody, and not to permit such articles to be 
removed until bond with sufficient sureties shall have been given for the 
landing or delivery of the same in some port or place of the United 
States. 

SEC, 13. And be it further enacted, That any ship or vessel owned 
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by a citizen or citizens of the United States, loaded, or in part loaded 
with the produce of the United States before the act laying an embargo 
was passed, and by said act detained in any port of the United States, 
may be permitted to proceed to any other port of the United States, and 
there to remain with such cargo on board, subject to such other restric
tions and bonds as are prescribed in the act laying an embargo, and the 
several supplementary acts thereto. 

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures, 
incurred by force of this act, may be mitigated and remitted in the 
manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act to provide for mitigat
ing and remitting the forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities accruing in 
certain cases therein mentioned;" and all penalties and forfeitures which 
may be recovered in pursuance of this act, in consequence of any seizure 
made by the commander of any public armed vessel of the United States, 
shall be distributed according to the rules prescribed by the act, inti
tuled "An act for the government of the navy of the United States," 
and all other penalties and forfeitures arising under this act, shall be 
distributed in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That nothing· in the act laying 
an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States, or in the several acts supplementary thereto, or in the act 
to prohibit the importation of certain goods, wares, and merchandise, 
shall be construed to prevent the exportation by land, or inland naviga
tion, from the territories of the United States into those of Great Bri
tain, of furs and peltries, the property of subjects of Great Britain, and 
by them purchased from the Indians, or to prevent the importation by 
land, or inland navigation, from the territories of Great Britain into 
those of the United States, of merchandise, the property of British sub
jects, and by them imported solely for the use of the Indians aforesaid. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 

CHAP, LXVII.-.On li_ct supplemental to ".11.n act regidating lite grants ef land 
in tlte territory ef Micltigan." (a) 

Be it enacted by tlze Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That every person claiming 
lands, within that part of the Michigan territory to which the Indian 
title hath been extinguished by virtue of any.legal grant made by the 
French government prior to the treaty of Paris of the tenth of February, 
one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three; or of any legal grant made 
by the British government subsequent to the said treaty, and prior to the 
treaty of peace between the United States and Great Britain, of the third 
of September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, or of the 
second section of the act to which this act is a supplement, shall be 
allowed until the first day of January next, to deliver to the register of 
the land-office for the district of Detroit, a notice in writing, stating the 
nature and extent of his claims, together with a plat or plats of the 
tract or tracts claimed, and if such person shall fail to deliver such 
notice in _writing, toge!her with a plat of the tract claimed, all his right, 
so far as 1t may be derived from any act of Congress, shall become void, 
and the commissioners appointed for the purpose of ascertaining and 
deciding the rights of persons claiming lands in the said district of 
Detroit, shall have the same powers and perform the duties in relation 
to the claims, notices of which shall be thus filed, as are provided by the 
act to which this act is a supplement, in relation to the claims therein 
described. 

(a) See notes to act of March 3, 1807, chap. 34, 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person whose claim has 
been, or shall be confirmed by the commissioners aforesaid, to a tract 
of land bordering on the river Detroit, and not exceeding in depth forty 
arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a preference in becoming 
the purchaser of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back of his 
own tract, not exceeding forty arpens, French measure, in depth, nor in 
quantity of land that which is contained in his own tract, at the same 
price, and on the same terms and conditions as are provided by law for 
the other public lands in the said district. And the surveyor-general 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized, as soon as may be, to cause to be 
surveyed, the tracts claimed by virtue of this section, and in all cases 
where, by reason of bends in the said river, and of adjacent prior, or 
pre-emption claims, each claimant cannot obtain a tract equal in quan
tity to the adjacent tract already owned by him, to divide the vacant 
land, applicable to that object, between the several claimants, in such 
manner as to him will appear most equitable. And every person enti
tled to the benefit of this section, shall, on or before the first day of 
January next, deliver to the register of the land-office for the district 
of Detroit, a notice in writing, stating the situation and extent of the 
tract of land he wishes to purchase, and deposit at the same time one 
twentieth part of the purchase money ; and shall also, within three 
months after the return of the survey to the office of the said register, 
produce to him a receipt from the receiver of public money for the said 
district for one fourth part of the purchase money. And if any such 
person shall fail to deliver such notice, and make such deposit and pay
ment, at the times above mentioned, his right of pre-emption shall cease, 
and become void. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That every person, who being 
the head of a family, did, prior to the twenty-sixth of March, one thou
sand eight hundred and four, and doth, at the time of the passage of 
this act, inhabit and cultivate a tract of land in the territory of Michi
gan, not claimed by virtue of a legal French or British grant, or by the 
second section of the act to which this act is a supplement, shall be 
entitled to a preference, in becoming the purchaser from the United 
States of such tract of land not exceeding one section, at the price at 
which the other public lands in the said territory are directed to be sold; 
and payment may be made therefor in the same manner, and under the 
same conditions, as are provided by law for such other public lands. 
And every person entitled to the benefit of tl1is section, shall, on or 
before the first day of January, next, deliver to [the] register of the land
office, for the district aforesaid, a notice in writing, of the situation and 
extent of the tract of land he wishes to purchase. The commissioners 
aforesaid are hereby authorized to examine and decide the claims, of 
every person claiming the benefit of this section, and whenever it shall 
appear to them that the claimant is entitled to a right of pre-emption 
they shall give a certificate thereof, directed to the register of the land
office, which certificate, together with a receipt from the receiver of 
public money, of at least one fourth part of the purchase money, shall, 
on, or before the first day of January, next, be produced by the claimant 
to the register of the land-office for the said district. And if any person 
shall fail to deliver such notice in writing, or produce such certificate 
and receipt within the times above mentioned, his right of pre-emption 
shall cease, and become void. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the second sec
tion of the act to which this act is a supplement, as provides that not 
more than one tract or parcel of land shall be granted to any one person, 
shall he, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the lands to which the Indian 
title has been extinguished, by the treaty made at Detroit, on the seven-
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teenth of November, one thousand eight hundred and seven, shall be 
attached to and made a part of the district of Detroit, and be offered 
for sale at that place, under the same exceptions and regulations, at the 
same price, and on the same terms, as other lands lying in that district. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1808. 

RESOLUTION to authorize the disposition of certain charts <f the coast <f N<>rth 
Carolina. 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby directed to cause to be sold, as many 
of the charts of the coast of. North Carolina, published in conformity to 
the resolution which passed the ,second of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and seven, as shall remain on hand, after reserving the number 
requisite for the use of the government of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 4, 1808. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP, I.-.Rn .Bet to authorize the transportation rf a certain Message o/ the Pre• 
sident rf the United States, and documents accompanying the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the members of Con
gress and delegates from the several territories of the United States be, 
and they are hereby authorized to transmit by mail, free of postage, the 
message of the President of the United States of the eighth day of 
November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, and 
documents accompanying the same, printed by order of the Senate, and 
by order of the House of Representatives, to any post-office within the 
United States and territories thereof, to which they may respectively 
direct, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, November 18, 1808. 

CHAP. III.-.lln .Jl.ct authorizing the President rf the United States to employ an 
additional number of revenue cutters. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby empowered to procure so many 
revenue cutters, not exceeding twelve, as may be necessary for the pub
lic service, the expense whereof shall be paid out of the product of the 
duties on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels. 

APPROVED, January 6, 1809. 

CHAP, IV.-.On .Oct authorizing the payment ef certain pensions by the Secretary 
of War at the seat ef government. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every pension or arrear
age of pension that shall be due on the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, or that may thereafter become due to any offi
cer or soldier residincr in either of the United States, or·the territories 

VOL. II.-64 " 2 U 505 

Nov, 18, 1808. 

[Obsolete,l 

STATUTEIJ, 

Jan. 6, 1809. 

Additional re
venue cutters to 
be employed not 
to exceed 
twelve. 

[Obsolete.] 

STATUTE II. 

Jan. 7, 1809. 

Pensions to be 
paid at Wash
ington where 
agents to pay 
pensions have 
not been ap
pointed. 



506 

STATUTE II. 

Jan. 9, 1809. 

[Repealed.] 
Act of Dec. 

22, 1807, ch. 5. 
Act of Jan. 9, 

1808, ch. 8. 
Act of March 

12, 1808, ch. 33. 
Act of April 

25, IS08, ch. GG. 
Act of March 

I, 1809. ch, H. 
Direct or in

direct exporta. 
tion of f'lpecie, 
&c. prohibited. 

Penalties. 

Proviso. 

Informers to 
be entitled to 
one half the fine. 

Permit pre
viously required 
to the lading of 
vessels. 

Ladings to be 
made under the 
inspf,ction of re
venue officers. 

Conditions. 

TENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 5. 1809. 

thereof, in which there hath not been appointed an agent for the pay
ment of pensions, shall be paid at the seat of the government of the 
United States, by the secretary for the war department, and the name 
of the pensiouer shall, on his application to the Secretary at War, be 
trausferred from the books of the state in which it was originally enre
gistered to a register, to be opened for that purpose at the war office of 
the United States. 

APPROVED, January 7, 1809. 

CHAP. V.-.Bn .!Jct to enforce and malce more effectual an act intitulcd "./ln act 
laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors ef the United 
States," and the several acts supplementary t/1ereto.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That if any person or persons 
shall put, place, or load on board any ship, vessel, boat or water craft, 
or into any cart, wagon, sled, or other carriage or vehicle, with or with
out wheels, any specie, goods, wares or merchandise, with intent to ex
port, transport or convey the same without the United States or the 
territories thereof, to any foreign place, kingdom or country, or with 
intent to convey the same on board any foreign ship or vessel within or 
without the limits of the United States, or with the intent in any other 
manner to evade the acts to which this act is a supplement, all such 
specie, goods, wares and merchandise, and also the ship, vessel, boat, 
water craft, cart, wagon, sled, or other carriage or vehicle, on board, or 
in which the same may be so put, placed, or loaded as aforesaid, shall 
be forfeited, and the persou or persons so putting, placing or loading 
the same as aforesaid, and also the aiders and abettors therein, shall, 
upon copviction, be adjudged guilty of a high misdemeanor, and fined 
a sum, by the court before which the conviction is had, equal to four 
times the value of such specie, goods, wares and merchandise: Provided 
liowcver, that this section shall not be construed to extend to any person 
or persons, not being the owner or owners of such specie, goods, wares 
or merchandise, who shall first inform and make complaint to the col
lector of the district of any such offence committed within the same 
district; and any informer or informers, not being the owner or owners 
as aforesaid, upon conviction of the offenders, shall be entitled to one 
half of the fine aforesaid, when the same shall be received by the United 
States, and shall be entitled to a certificate for that purpose from the 
court before whom the conviction shall be had. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful to put 
on board any ship, vessel, or boat of any description whatever, any specie 
or goods, wares or merchandise, either of domestic or foreign growth, 
produce, or manufacture, and the same is hereby prohibited, unless a 
permit particularly stating the articles thus to be laden shall have been 
previously obtained from the collector of the district, in which such ship, 
vessel, or boat may then ,be, or from a revenue officer specially autho
rized by the collector to grant such permits; nor unless the ladinrr shall 
be made under the inspection of the proper revenue officers, nor ~rnless 
the owner or owners, consignee or factor of such ship, vessel, or boat 
shall, with the master, have given bond with one or more sureties to the 
United States, in a sum six times the value of the vessel and cargo, that 
the vessel shall not leave the port without a clearance, nor shall when 
leaving the port, proceed to a foreign port or place, nor shall p~t any 
article on board of any other vessel; and that the whole cargo shall be 
relanded either in the port where the vessel may then be, or in such 
other port of the United States as shall be designated in the clearance. 

(a) See notes to act of December 22, 1807, ch~p. 5. 
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And it shall be lawful for the collectors of the customs to refuse per
mission to put any cargo on board any such ship, vessel, or boat, when
ever in their opinion there is an intention to violate the embargo, or 
whenever they shall have received instructions to that effect by direction 
of the President of the United States: Provided, that nothing contained 
in this section shall be construed to extend to any ship, vessel, or boat, 
uniformly ~mployed in the navigation only of bays, sounds, rivers and 
lakes, within the jurisdiction of the United States, which shall have 
obtained a general permission, agreeably to the provisions in the fourth 
section of this act. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the owner or owners, con
~ignee or factor, of any ship, veRsel, or boat, as described in the preceding 
section, which may, at the time when notice of this act shall be received 
at the several custom-houses respectively, be laden in whole or in part, 
shall, on notice given by the collector, either discharge such cargo or 
give bond for the same, in the manner and on the conditions mentioned 
in the preceding section; and if the cargo shall not be discharged within 
ten days or the bond given within three days after such notice, the ship, 
vessel, or boat and cargo shall be wholly forfeited: but the collectors are 
hereby authorized to order or to cause the carg0es of such vessels to be 
discharged for the same causes as they may refuse permission to put any 
cargo on board of vessels no.t yet laden in whole or in part. And they 
are likewise authorized in the mean while, and until the cargoes shall 
have been discharged, or bonds given, as the case may be, to take pos
session of such vessels, and to take such other measures as may be 
necessary to prevent their departure. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the collectors of the customs 
be, and they are hereby authorized to grant, under such general instruc
tions as the President of the United States may give to that effect, a 
general permission to ships, vessels or boats, whose employment has uni
formly been confined to the navigation of bays, sounds, rivers, or Jakes 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, when it can be done with
out danger of the embargo being violated, to take on board at any time 
such articles of domestic or foreign growth as may be designated in 
such general permission or permissions, bond with one or more sureties 
being previously given to the United States by the owner, owners, con
signee or factors of such ship, vessel, or boat, and by the master thereof, 
in an amount equal to three hundred dollars for each ton of the said 
vessel, that such vessel shall not, during the time limited in the condition 
of the bond, depart from any district of the United States, without having 
previously obtained a clearance, nor until the master or commander shall 
have delivered to the collector or surveyor of the port of departure a 
manifest of the whole cargo on board, that the said vessel shall not during 
the time above mentioned, proceed to any other port than that mentioned 
in her clearance, or put any article on board of any other vessel, or be 
employed in any foreign trade; and that on every voyage or trip, the 
w bole of the cargo shall be landed in a port of the United States within 
the bay, sound, rivers or lakes, to which the navigation of such vessel is 
confined. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any ship, vessel or boat, 
not having received a general permission, and a general bond not having 
been first given in the manner provided for in the next preceding section, 
shall take on board any specie, or any goods, wares or merchandise, either 
of foreign or domestic growth, produce or manufacture, contrary to the 
provisions of the second section of this act, such ship, vessel, or boat, 
together with the specie and goods, wares or merchandise, shall be wholly 
forfeited; and the owner or owners, agent, freighter or factors, master 
or commander of such ship, vessel or boat, shall moreover severally 
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forfeit and pay a sum equal to the value of the ship, vessel or boat, and 
of the cargo put on board the same. 

S~c. 6. And be it further enacted, That the person or persons whose 
names do or may appear as owner or owners of any ship or vessel either 
on the certificate of registry, enrolment, or license of any such ship or 
vessel, or if neither registered or licensed, on the last clearance or cus
tom-house document issued before the passing of this act for such ship 
or vessel, shall be reputed as the true owner or owners of such ship or 
vessel, and be liable to the payment of all penalties which may be 
incurred by the owners of such ship or vessel, by reason of any violation 
of any of the provisions of this act, or of the act laying an embargo on 
all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States, or 
of any of the acts supplementary thereto, by such ship or vessel : Pro
vided always, that nothing in this section contained shall be construed 
lo release any other, person or persons from the payment of any penalty 
incurred by virtue of any of the acts aforesaid. And in case of any 
new register or license being granted during the continuance of the 
said acts, or in case of the sale of any ship or vessel neither registered 
or licensed, a bond with one or more sureties to the United States shall, 
previous to the granting any such new register or license, or to recog
nizing the sale of such vessel not registered or licensed, be required by 
the collector, in an amount equal to three hundred dollars for each ton 
of such ship or vessel, that such ship or vessel shall not, during the con
tinuance of the acts laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
ports and harbors of the United States, contravene or infringe any of 
the provisions of the said acts: Provided, that nothing herein contained, 
shall be construed to extend to the owner or owners of any ship or vessel 
who shall have made a bona fide sale of such ship or vessel, in any port 
or harbor of the United States, before notice of this act at such port or 
harbor, respectively; nor to the owner or owners of any ship or vessel, 
in any foreign port or place, who shall have made a bona fide sale thereof, 
before notice of this act: And provided also, that such bond shall not 
release the owners and master of such ship or vessel, or any other per
son from the obligation of giving every other bond required by this act 
ox by any of the acts aforesaid. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in all cases ·where, either 
under this act, or under the act laying an embargo on all ships or vessels 
in the ports and harbors of the United States, or under any of the acts 
supplementary thereto, a bond has been or shall be given to the United 
States, with condition that certain goods, wares, and merchandise, or 
the cargo of a vessel shall be relanded in some port of the United States, 
the party or parties to such bond shall, within two months after the date 
of the same, (unless in the case of a voyage from New Orleans to an 
Atlantic port or from an Atlantic port to New Orleans, in either of 
which cases, four months shall as heretofore be aHowed,) produce to the 
collector of the port from which the vessel had been cleared with such 
goods, wares, merchandise or cargo, a certificate of the relanding of the 
same from the collector of the proper port; on failure whereof, the bond 
shall be put in suit: and in every such suit, as well as in every suit 
instituted on a bond given for a voyage from or to New Orleans, judg
ment shall be given against the defendant or defendants, unless proof 
shall be given of such relauding, or of loss of the vessel at sea. But 
neither capture, distress, or any other accident whatever shall be pleaded 
or given in evidence in any such suit: Unless such capture shall be 
expressly proved to have been hostile, and such distress or accident 
occasioned by no negligence or deviation, nor unless such vessel shall 
have been from the commencemeat of the voyage wholly navigated by a 
master, mate or mates, mariners and crew, all of whom shall be citizens 
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of the United States; nor unless such mate or mates, mariners and 
crew, shall, all, if living, ( and the proof of their death shall lie on the 
defendant) be produced on the trial, and sworn as competent witnesses· 
nor unless such master, mate or mates, mariners and crew shall hav~ 
signed a shipping paper in due form of law, and a copy ther~of desig
nating specially the master, mate or mates, mariners and crew, and their 
permanent places of residence, shall have been lodged with the collector 
of the port, to whom the bond aforesaid shall have been given, before 
the commencement of the voyage, and subscribed and sworn to by the 
master before such collector; and any master who shall falsely, wilfully 
and corruptly swear as to the facts contained in such copy, shall, o~ 
conviction, suffer the pains and penalties of perjury. And in every suit 
instituted on a bond, given as aforesaid, the defendants shall pay all 
costs, if they shall not within the limited time have produced the certifi
cate of relanding to the collector of the proper port. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That no registered or sea letter 
vessel, although in ballast, shall receive a clearance, or be permitted to 
depart from any port of the United States, unless the same bond shall 
have been previously given which is required from vessels licensed for 
the coasting trade, before they are allowed to depart. And if any such 
ship or vessel shall depart without bond having been given as aforesaid, 
the said ship or vessel shall be forfeited; and the owner, owners, agent, 
consignee, factor and master or commander of such ship or vessel, as 
well as any other person concerned in such prohibited departure, shall 
be liable to the same penalties imposed by law in the case of vessels 
licensed for the coasting trade departing without bond having been 
given, or without clearance, as aforesaid. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the collectors of all the dis
tricts of the United States shall, and they are hereby authorized to take 
into their custody specie or any articles of domestic growth, produce, or 
manufacture, found on board of any ship or vessel, boat or other water 
craft, when there is reason to believe that they are intended for exporta
tion, or when in vessels, carts, wagons, sleighs, or any other carriage, or 
in any manner apparently on their way towards the territories of a 
foreign nation, or the vicinity thereof, or towards a place whence such 
articles are intended to be exported ; and not to permit such articles to 
be removed, until bond with sufficient sureties shall have been given for 
the landing or delivery of the same in some place of the United States, 
whence, in the opinion of the collector, there shall not be any danger 
of such articles being exported.(a) 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the powers given to the 
collectors, either by this or any other act respecting the embargo, to 
refuse permission to put any cargo on board any vessel, boat, or other 
water craft, to detain any vessel, or to take into their custody any articles 
for the purpose of preventing violations of the embargo, shall be exer
cised in conformity with such instructions as the President may give, 
and such general rules as he may prescribe for that purpose, ma<le in 
pursuance of the powers aforesaid; which instructions and general rules 
the collectors shall be bound to obey : And if any action or suit be 
brought against any collector or other person acting under the ~irections 
of, and in pursuance or this act, he may plead the general 18:!ue, a~d 
give this act and the instructions and regulations of the Pres1de~t m 
evidence, for his justification and defence. And any person aggrieve_d 
by the acts of any collector, in either of the cases aforesaid, may file his 
petition before the district court of the district wherein the collector 
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resides, stating the facts of his case, and thereupon, after due notice given 
to the district attorney and the collector, the said cou.rt may summarily 
hear and adjudge thereupon, as law and justice may require; and the 
judgment of said court, and the reason and facts whereon it is grounded, 
shall be filed among the records of said court; and if restoration of the 
property detained or taken in custody, or permission to load as afore
said, shall be decreed, it shall be upon the party's giving such bond with 
sureties as is or shall be required to be taken in sil)1ilar cases by the 
collector, and not otherwise ; but if the said court shall adjudge against 
such petition, the collector shall be entitled to treble costs, which shall 
be taxed for him, and execution awarded accordingly by the court. 

SEc. 1 I. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, or such other person as he shall have 
empowered for that purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval 
forces or militia of the United States, or of the territories thereof as 
may be judged necessary, in conformity with the provisions of this and 
other acts respecting the embargo, for the purpose of preventing the 
illegal departure of any ship or vessel, or of detaining, taking possession 
of, and keeping in custody any ship or vessel, or of taking into custody 
and guarding any specie, or articles of domestic growth, produce or 
manufacture, and also for the purpose of preventing and suppressing 
any armed or riotous assemblage of persons, resisting the custom-house 
officers in the exercise of their duties, or in any manner opposing the 
execution of the laws laying an embargo, or otherwise violating, or 
assisting and abetting violations of the same. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred by force of this act, unless herein before otherwise directed, 
and all penalties and forfeitures incurred by forc,e of the act, intituled 
"An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States," or by virtue of the several acts supple
mentary thereto, may be prosecuted, sued for, and recovered by action 
of debt, or by indictment or information, any law, usage or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding; and if recovered in consequence of any 
seizure made by the commander of any public armed vessel of the 
United States, shall be distributed according to the rules prescribed by 
the act, intituled '' An act for the government of the navy of the United 
States," and if otherwise, shall be distributed, and accounted for in the 
manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate the col
lection of duties on imports and tonnage," passed the second day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and may be miti
gated or remitted in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An 
act to provide for mitigating or remitting forfeitures, penalties, and dis
abilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned," passed the third 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and made 
perpetual by an act passed the eleventh of February, one thousand eight 
hundred; and any officer or other person entitled to a part or share of 
any of the fines, penalties or forfeitures aforesaid, may, if necessary, be 
a witness on the trial therefor, but in such case he shall not receive any 
part or share of the said fine, penalty or forfeiture, but the part or share 
to which he would otherwise be entitled shall revert to the United States. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to hire, arm and employ thirty 
vessels, not exceeding in tonnage one hundred and thirty tons each, 
belonging to citizens of the United States, and so many seamen as shall 
be necessary to man the same, for immediate service, in enforcing the 
laws of the United States on the sea coast thereof, and to dismiss the 
same from service, whenever he shall deem the same expedient: Pro
vided however, that such hiring, arming and employment shall not be 
for a term exceeding one year. And the said ships or vessels, when so 
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hired and armed, shall be employed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the powers given to the 
President of the United States by the seventh section of the act of 
March the twelfth, one thousand eight hundred and eight, to grant per
mission to citizens having property of value in places without the juris
diction of the United &ates, to despatch vessels for ·1he same, shall 
henceforth cease. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
from and after the passing thereof, during the continuance of the act 
intituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in th~ 
ports and harbors of the United States," and no longer. 

APPROVED, January 9, 1809. 

CHAP, VI.-.8n .Bet to revive and continue in force, for a further time, the first 
section ef the act, int£iuled ".lln act furtl,er to protect the commerce and seamen 
ef the llnited States, against the Barbary powtrs." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the act, 
passed on the twenty-fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, intituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen 
of the United States, against the Barbary powers," as is contained in 
the first section of the said act, (and which was revived and continued 
iu force, fur the time therein mentioned, by an act, intituled "An act to 
revive and continue in force, for a further time, the first section of the 
act, intituled An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of 
the United States, against the Barbary powers," passed the nineteenth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred· and eight,) be, and thE 
same hereby is revived and continued in force, until the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and ten: Provided lwwever, that 
the additional duty laid by the said section shall be collected on all such 
goods, wares and merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall have 
been imported previous to that day. 

APPROVED, January 10, 1809. 

CHAP, VIII.-.!ln JI.ct authorizing the proprietors ef squares and lots in the City 
ef Washington, to have the same subdivided and admitted to record. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever the proprie
tor of any square or lot in the city of Washington shall deem it neces
sary to subdivide such square or lot into convenient building lots, pieces 
or portions for sale and occupancy, and alleys for their accommodation, 
he may cause a plat of the same to be made, on which shalr be expressed 
the dimensions and length of all the lines of such portions as are neces
sary, for defining and laying off the same on the ground, and may certify 
such subdivision under his hand and seal, in the presence of two or more 
credible ,vitnesses, upon the same plat, or on a paper or parchment 
attached thereto. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That at the request of the said pro
prietor, the surveyor ·of the city shall examine whether the lots, pieces 
or parcels into which any square or lot may he subdivided as aforesaid, 
agree in dimensions with the whole of the square or lot so intended to 
be subdivided, and whether the dimensions expressed on the plat of sub
division, he the true dimensions of the parts so expressed; and if upon 
such examination, he shall find the plat correct, lie shall certify the same 
under his hand and seal, with such remarks as appear to him necessary 
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for the further illustration thereof, and record the said plat, as examined; 
in a book or books, to be kept by him for that purpose. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when such subdivision of 
any square or lot shall be so certified, examined and recorded, the pur
chaser of any part thereof, or any person interested therein, may refer to 
the said plat and record for description, in the same manner as to squares 
and lots divided between the commissioners and original proprietors; 
and the ways, alleys or passages, laid out or expressed on such plat of 
subdivision, shall be and remain to the public, or subject to the uses 
declared by the person making such subdivision, at all times under the 
same police regulations as the alleys laid off by the commissioners on 
division with the proprietors. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That whenever the surveyor of the 
said city shall lay off any lot therein, or any of the parts into which a 
square or lot may be subdivided as aforesaid, he shall measure the whole 
of that front of the square on which such lot or part lies; and if, on 
such admeasurement, the whole front of the square exceeds or falls short 
of the aggregate of the fronts of the lots on that side of the square, as 
the same are recorded, he shall apportion such excess, or deficiency, 
among the lots or pieces on that front, agreeably to their respective 
dimensions. ,vhenever on such admeasurement, the wall of a house 
previously erected by any proprietor, shall appear to stand on the ad
joining lot of any other person in part less than seven inches in width 
thereon, such wall shall be considered as standing altogether on the 
land of such proprietor, who shall pay to the owner of the lot on which 
the wall may stand, a reasonable price for the ground so occupied, to be 
decided by arbitrators or a jury, as the parties interested may agree; 
but if the wall of any house, already erected, cover seven inches or more 
in width of the adjoining lot, it shall be deemed a party wall, according 
to the regulations for building in said city, as promulgated by the Pre
sident of the United States, and the ground so occupied, more than 
seven inches in width, shall be paid for as above. Which fact the sur
veyor shall ascertain and certify, and put on record at the request and 
expense of any person intere§ted therein. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyor to attend, when requested, and examine the foundation or walls 
of any house to be erected, when the same shall be level with the street 
or surface of the ground, for the purpose of adjusting the line of the 
front of such building to the line of the street, and correctly placing the 
party wall on the line of division between that and the adjoining lot; 
and his certificate of the fact shall be admitted as evidence, and binding 
on the parties interested. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtl1e1· enacted, That the surveyor shall be au
thorized to receive from the persons for whom he shall perform the 
services required by this act, the fees following, that is to say: For ex
amining the plat and calculations of any subdivision of a square or lot 
twelve and an half cents for each of the lots or portions into which it 
may be subdivided: Provided, that no more shall be paid for the lots iu 
one square than one dollar and fifty cents; for examining any building 
and giving the certificate required by the fifth section of this act, and 
recording the same, one dollar and fifty cents; for recording any divi
sion or subdivision of any square or lots, for transcripts from records, 
and for searches in his office, the same fees that have heretofore been 
paid to the clerk of the county : Provided, that they do not in any case 
exceed the fee hereby allowed for examination. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all records of the division 
of sq?ares and lot~ heretofore m_ade betwe~n the public and original 
propnetors, or which are authorized by this act, shall be kept in the 
office of the surveyor of the city; and all transcripts therefrom, certified 
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by him, shall be evidence equally valid with certified transcripts from 
the keeper of the office for recording deeds for the conveyance of land 
in the county of Washington. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever the President of 
the United States shall deem it necessary to subdivide any square or lot 
belonging to the United States within the city of Washington, which 
may not have been res~rved for public purposes, into convenient build
ing lots, pieces or port10ns for sale and occupancy, and alleys for their 
accommodation, he may cause a plat to be made by the surveyor of the 
city in the manner prescribed in the first section of this act, which plat 
shall be recorded by the said surveyor, and the provisions of this act 
shall extend to the lots, pieces and parcels of ground contained in such 
plat as fully as to subdivisions made by individual proprietors. 

SEc. 9. And be it farther enacted, That the surveyor of the city of 
·w ashington, before entering upon the discharge of the duties required 
of him by this act, shall take an oath or affirmation before the mayor of 
the city of Washington, that he will faithfully and impartially perform 
the duties herein before required of him. 

APPROVED, January 12, 1809. 

CHAP. IX.-AnAct supplemental to an act intituled "..in act for extending the lei-ms 
ef credit on revenue bonds in certain cases, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
Stales ef America in Congress assembled, That the payment of all bonds 
given, subsequent to the date of the act to which this act is a supplement, 
for duties on coffee, sugar, pepper, indigo, cocoa, and wine paying a 
duty of twenty-three cents per gallon, and which remain unpaid, or for 
the same articles which may arrive hereafter in any of the ports of the 
United States, and whilst the act intituled "An act laying an embargo 
on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States," 
shall continue in force, may be suspended, subject however in all re
spects to the conditions and provisions made and provided in the act of 
the tenth of March, one thousand eight hundred and eight, to which this 
act is a supplement: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall he 
construed to extend to importations made in vessels despatched under 
permissions granted by the President of the United States in pursuance 
of powers in him vested by the seventh section of the act, intituled "An 
act in addition to the act intituled, An act supplementary to the act 
intituled, An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
and. harbors of the United States."• 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the amount of any bond 
given for the payment of duties on the importation of coffee, sugar, pep
per, indigo, cocoa, or wine paying a duty of twenty-three cents per gal
lon, made subsequent to the passage of the act to which this is a supple
ment, and which bond would by virtue of this act have been entitled to 
an extension of credit, shall have been previously paid, the money so 
paid shall, by the proper collector, be refunded to the person or persons 
who shall have paid the same, or to his, her, or their agent or agents, 
on his or their giving a bond with sureties, in the same manner and on 
the same terms, conditions and restrictions, and on a compliance of the 
person or persons receiving the indulgence hereby granted, with all the 
provisions of the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVED, January 12, 1809. 

VoL. II.-65 
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CHAP. X.-.lln Jlct lo alter the time for the next meeting if Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Smale and Elouse of Repn:sentatim:s '!f tlte Chdt, d 
Stales of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjournment 
of the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the 
fourth Monday of May next. 

APPROVED, January 30, 1809. 

CHAP. XI.-.Bn .B.ct authorizing the e-mploymenl of an additional nrwal farce. 

Be it enacted by tlte Scnatr. and Haus!'. of Representatives[!{ the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the 
frigates now employed in actual service, there be fitted out, officered 
and manned, as soon as may be, the four following frigates, to wit: the 
United States, Essex, Jahn A dams, and President: and moreover the 
President of the United States is hereby authorized and empowered to 
equip, man, and employ in actual service, so many of the public armed 
vessels, now laid up in ordinary, and gun boats, as in his judgment the 
public service may require; and to cause the frigates, and other armed 
vessels, when prepared for actual service, respectively, to be stationed at 
such ports and places on the sea coast as he may deem most expedient, 
or to cruise on any part of the coast of the United States or the territories 
thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying 
the foregoing provision into immediate effect, the President of th.e 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered, in addi
tion to the number of petty officers, able seamen, ordinary seamen and 
boys, at present authorized by law, to appoint, and cause to be engaged 
and employed as soon as may be, three hundred midshipmen, three 
thousand six hundred able seamen, ordinary seamen and boys, who shall 
be engaged to serve for a period not exceeding two years; but the Pre
sident may discharge the same sooner, if in his judgment their service 
may be dispensed with. And to satisfy the necessary expenditures to 
be incurred therein, a sum not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars, 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, and shall be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, Januaty 31, 1809. 

CHAP. XIII.-.Bn .!let for dividing the Indiana Territory into two separate 
governments.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Hause of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 

(a) Acts for the establishment and government of the Indian:i territory:-
Au act to divide the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio, into two separate gov

ernments, May 7, 1800, chap. 41. 
An act supplemcnta1y to" an act to divide the territory northwest of the river Ohio, into two separate 

governments," March 2, 1801, chap. 16. 
An act m1king provision for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other pur• 

poses, March 26, 1804, chap. 35. 
An act erecting Louisiana into two territories, and providing for the temporary government thereof, 

March 26, 1804, chap. 38, sec. 13. 
An act e,tencling the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory, February 26, 1808, chap. 24., 
An act for <liv1di11g the lndiann territory into two separate governments, .February ~' 1809, chap. 13. 
An act extending the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes, }"'ebruary 27, 

1809, ch·1p. 19. 
An act to extend the right ,if suffrage in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes, March 3, 1811, 

chap. 38. 
An act supplementary to the act entitled, "An act giving further time to the purchasers of public lands 

northwest of the ,ivcr Ohio, to complete their payments," July 6, 1812, chap. 134. 
An act for the regulation of the courts of justice in Indiana, February 24, 1815, chap, 54. 
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day of March next, 11ll that part of the Indiana territory which lies west 
of the Wabash river, and a direct line drawn from the said Wabash 
river and Post Vincennes, due north to the territorial line between the 
United States and Canada, shall, for the purpose of temporary govern
ment, constitute a separate territory, and be called lllinois. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be established 
within the said territory a government in all respects similar to that pro
vided by the ordinance of Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of July, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for the government of 
the territory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio; and by 
an act passed on the seventh day of August, one thousand seven hun
dre<l a:1d eighty-nine, intituled "An act to provide for the government 
of the territory northwest of the river Ohio;" and the inhabitants thereof 
shall be entitled to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges and 
advantages, granted and secured to the people of the territory of the 
United States, northwest of the river Ohio, by the said ordinance. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers for the said terri
tory, who, by virtue of this act, shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall respectively exercise the same powers, perform the same duties, 
and receive for their services the same compensations, as by the ordi~ 
nance aforesaid, and the laws of the United States, have been provided 
and established for similar officers in the Indiana territory. And the 
duties and emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs shall be 
united with those of governor: Provided, that the President of the 
United States shall have full power, in the recess of Congress, to ap
point and .commission all officers herein authorized, and their commis
sions shall continue in force until the end of the next session of Congress. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the ordinance 
for the government of the territory of the United States northwest of 
the Ohio river, as relates to the organization of a general assembly 
therein, and prescribes the powers thereof, shall be in force and operate 
in the Illinois territory, whenever satisfactory evidence shall be given to 
the governor thereof that such is the wish of a majority of the freehold
ers, notwithstanding there may not be therein five thousand free male 
inhabitants of the age of twenty-one years and upwards: Provided, that 
until there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of twenty-one 
years and upwards in said territory, the whole number of representatives 
to the generai assembly shall not be less than seven, uor more than nine, 
to be apportioned by the governor to the several counties in the said 
territory, agreeably to the number of free males of the age of twenty• 
one years and upwards, which they may respectively contain. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing in. this act contained 
shall be construed so as in any manner to affect the government now in 
force in the Indiana territory, further than to prohibit the exercise thereof 
within the Illinois territory, from and after the aforesaid first day of 
March next. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That all suits, process and pro
ceedings, which, on the first day of March next, shall be pending in the 
court of any county which shall be included within the said territory of 
lllinois, and also all suits, process and proceedings, which, on the said 
first day of March next, shall be pending in the general court of the 
Indiana territory, in consequence of any writ of removal, or order for 
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trial at bar, and which had been removed from any of the counties in
cluded within the limits of the territory of Illinois aforesaid, shall, in all 
things concerning the same, be proceeded on, and judgments and decrees 
rendered thereon, in the same manner as if the said Indiana territory 
had remained undivided. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be so construed as to prevent the collection of taxes, which may 
on the first day of March next, be due to the Indiana territory on lands 
lying in the said territory of Illinois. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That until it shall be otherwise 
ordered by the legislature of the said Illinois territory, Kaskaskia on 
the Mississippi river, shall be the seat of government for the said Illi
nois territory. 

APPROVED, February 3, 1809. 

CHAP. XIV.--.Bn .!let supplementary to the act, intituled "..in act to amend the 
act, intituled .Bn act establishing Circuit Courts, and abridging the jurisdiction 
ef the District Courts ef the districts ef Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all actions or suits that 
were pending in the circuit courts of the United States for the district 
of Tennessee, established by an act, intituled "An act establishing circuit 
courts, and abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts of the districts 
of Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio," in which any judgment or decree was 
rendered, or any sentence passed previous to the passage of the act, inti
tuled "An act to amend the act, intituled An act establishing circuit 
courts, and abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts of the districts 
of Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio," the clerk of the circuit court of the 
United States for the district of East Tennessee be, and he is hereby autho
rized and directed to .issue executions, and all other process necessary for 
carrying the same into complete effect, in the same manner as if the 
said last mentioned act had not passed; which executions and other 
process shall be directed to the marshal of either of the districts of East 
or West Tennessee, in which the party against whom the same shal1 
issue may reside, or his property may be found, who shall execute and 
return the same, in like manner he would have done if the act to which 
this is a supplement had not passed, and shall receive the same fees as 
are by law allowed for similar services in other cases. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the next session of the dis
trict court of the United States, for the district of Kentucky, shall be 
holden on the second Monday in May next, and that the session of the 
said court heretofore holden on the first Monday in June, annually, shall 
thereafter be holden annually, on the second Monday in May. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That all writs and process, which 
shall have been issued, or may hereafter issue, and all recognizances 
returnable, and all suits and other proceedings of what nature or kind 
soever, which have been continued to the said district court on the first 
Monday in June next, from the last December term, shall be returned 
and held continued to the said second Monday in May next. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1809. 

CHAP. XV.-.dn .dct making appropriations to complete the fortijkations com
menced f nr the security ef the seaport towns and harbors ef the United States, 
and to defray the expense ef deepening and extending to t!,e river Mississippi, 
the canal ef Carondelet. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of com-
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pleting the fortifications c~mmenced for the .sec~nity of the seaport 
towns and harbors of the U mted States and temtones thereof, exclusive 
of the contemplated line of blocks and chains across the harbor of New 
York, there be, and hereby is appropriated the sum of four hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause the canal of Carondelet, 
leading from Lake Ponchartrarn, by way of the Bayou St. John, to the 
city of New Orleans, to be extended to the river Mississippi, and made 
sufficiently deep throughout to admit an easy and safe passage io gun 
boats, if, upon survey thereof, he shall be convinced that the same is 
practicable, and will conduce to the more effectual defence of said city; 
and that for the purpose of defraying the expense thereof, there be, and 
hereby is appropriated the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February IO, 1809. 

CHAP. XVI.-.1.ln .11ct to revive and continue for a further time, the autkorit9 ef 
the Commissioners ef Kaskaskia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the powers heretofore 
vested in the register and receiver of public monies for the district of 
Kaskaskia be, and the same are hereby revived; and the said register 
and receiver shall be allowed until the first day of January next, to 
complete the investigation of claims to land in said district; they shall 
have full power to revise any of their former decisions, and also the 
same power and authority in relation to claims to land in the village of 
Pioria; notices of which have heretofore been filed as they have in rela
tion to other claims in the said district ; and the said register and 
receiver, and the clerk of the boa.rd, shall each be allowed an additional 
compensation of five hundred dollars, in full for his services in relation 
to such claims. 

APPROVED, February 15, 1809. 

CHAP. XVII.-./.ln .11ct to incorporate a company for opening the Canal in the 
City '!f W askington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Robert Brent, Samuel 
N. Smallwood, Daniel Carroll of Duddington, John Law, William 
Brent, Frederick May, Elias B. Caldwell, James D. Barry, Griffith 
Coombe, and George Blagden, or any five of them be, and they are here• 
by appointed commissioners to open, or cause to be opened, a book for 
receiving and entering subscriptions for raising a capital stock not ex
ceeding one hundred thousand dollars, in shares of one hundred dollars 
each, for the purpose of opening the canal to communicate from the 
Potomac river to the Eastern Branch thereof, through a part of the city 
of Washington, and that one month's notice be given in one of the 
newspapers printed in Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, of the 
time and place of opening the said subscription book, and that the same 
be kept open until the sum of forty thousand dollars be subscribed: 
Provided, that no subscription shall be received unless the sum of ten 
dollars be paid into the hands of the persons authorized to receive the 
same, on each share subscribed for. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That as soon as the aforesaid sum 
of forty thousand dollars be subscribed, the said commissioners, or any 
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five of them, shall call a meeting of the stockholders at the city of 
Washington, by advertisement in one of the newspapers printed in 
Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, appointing a fit and conve
nient time and place of meeting; and the said stockholders shall proceed 
in person, or by proxy, to the election, by ballot, of a president and six 
directors for conducting the said undertaking, and managing the busi
ness of the company, for and during the term of one year from the time 
of their appointment. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said stockholders and 
their successors, from the time of the said first meeting, shall be, and 
they are hereby declared to be, incorporated by the name of the "Wash
ington Canal Company," and by that name may sue and be sued, implead 
and be impleaded, answer and be answered, and may make all necessary 
by-laws and regulations for the proper management of the business of 
the company: Provided, that the same be not contrary to the laws of 
the United States, or the laws in force in the district of Columbia. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said president and direct
ors shall continue in office one year from the time of their election, and 
the directors may fill any vacancy which may happen in their own body 
during the term for which they were elected, and in case of the death, 
resignation or disqualification of the president, they may elect a presi
dent to serve for the residue of the term; and the said stockholders, in 
one year after the day on which the election of president and directors 
shall be first made, and on the same day in every year thereafter, ( except 
the same shall happen on Sunday, in that case on the day succeeding) 
shall elect by ballot from among the stockholders one person as presi
dent, and six persons as directors; and the president and directors, for 
the time being, shall give public notice in one of the newspapers printed 
in Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, for a new election, at least 
ten days previous to the expiration of the time for which they were 
elected; and each stockholder shall be allowed one vote for every share 
by him or her held at the time in said company; and any stockholder, 
by a written authority, under his or her hand, and executed in the pre
sence of two witnesses, may depute any other stockholder to vote and 
act as proxy for him or· her at any general meeting. 

SEc. 5. And be it furthr,r enacted, That the said president and direct
ors so elected, and their successors, shall be, and they are hereby autho
rized and empowered to agree with any person or persons, on behalf of 
said company, to cut the canal, as laid down on the plan of the city of 
Washington, erect such locks, and perform such other works as they 
shall judge necessary, for opening the canal aforesaid, and the forks 
thereof; and out of the monies arising from subscriptions, wharfage and 
tolls, to pay for the same; and to repair and improve the said canal, 
locks, and other works necessary thereto, and to defray all incidental 
charges, and also to appoint a treasurer, clerk, and such other officers, 
toll-gatherers, managers and servants, as they shall judge requisite, and 
to settle their respective wages. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the treasurer of the said 
company shall, before he acts as such, give bond to the company in such 
penalty, and with such security as the said president and directors shall 
direct, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of his 
office. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said president and direct
ors so elected, and their successors, shall have full power and authority 
to demand and ,receive of the stockholders, in equal proportions, the 
remaining nine tenths of the shares, from time to time, as they shall 
judge necessary; and if any of the stockholders shall neglect or refuse 
to pay their proportions, within one month after the same shall have been 
ordered, the share or shares of such defaulter shall be forfeited: Pro-
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vided, that notice shall be given, by advertisement, in one of the news
papers printed in Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, of the time 
when the same shall be ordered to be paid. 

SEc. S. And be it further enacted, That the said company shall not 
begin to co11ect wharfage or tolls, until the canal is made navigable for 
boats and scows drawing three feet water to pass through the same, from 
the Potomac river to the eastern branch thereof: And if at any time the 
said canal shall become obstructed, so that boats and scows drawing 
th.rec feet water cannot pass through the same, from the Potomac river 
to the Eastern branch thereof, it shall not be lawful for the said company 
to collect any wharfage or tolls, until such obstruction shall have been 
removed. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That every president and director, 
before he acts as such, shall take an oath or affirmation that he will well 
and faithfully discharge the duties of his office; and any four of the 
directors, with the president, shall constitute a quorum for transacting 
any business of the company. 

SEc. JO. And be it furtlter enacted, That the shares in the said com
pany shall be deemed personal and not real property, and transferable in 
such manner as the company shall direct, and that the shares held by 
any individual shall be liable to be attached or taken by fieri facias, to 
satisfy the debts due from any such individual, in like manner as other 
personal property may be. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a general 
meeting of the stockholders on the first Monday in June, and the first 
Monday in December, in every year, in the city of Washington, to which 
meeting the president and directors shall make a report, and render dis
tinct and just accounts of all their proceedings; and on finding them 
justly and fairly stated, the stockholders then present, or a majority of 
them, shall give a certificate thereof; and at such half yearly geineral 
meetings, after leaving in the hands of the treasurer such sum as shall 
be judged necessary for repairs, improvements or contingent charges, an 
equal dividend of all the nett profits arising from the wharfage and tolls 
h~reby granted, shall be ordered, and made to and among all the stock
holders of the said company, in proportion to their several shares : Pro
vided, that if the nett profits shall, in any year, exceed fifteen per centum 
on the sum actually expended by the said company, in opening the said 
canal, and completing the same, the fifteen per centum only of the nett 
profits shall be divided among the stockholders, and the excess shall be 
paid to the mayor and city council of the city of Washington, for the 
use of the said city. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That for and in considerat,ion of 
the expenses the said stockholders shall incur in cutting the canal, erect
ing locks, and in maintaining and keeping the same in repair, and in 
the enlargement and improvement of the same, the said company is 
hereby authorized to collect on all articles and materials landed on each 
side of the canal, from on board any boat or scow, or placed on either 
side of the said canal, for the purpose of being taken therefrom by any 
boat or scow, according to such rates as the president and directors may, 
from time to time, by their by-laws, order and direct: Provided, that 
the said rates shall at no time hereafter, and in no particular, exceed 
the rates which are: or may be established by the owners of wharves !n 
the city of Washington. And it shall and may be lawful for the said 
company to demand and receive, at the most convenient place, for_ all 
articles carried through the said canal, tolls not exceeding the followmg 
rates, that is to say : for each unloaded boat or scow twenty-five cents; 
for each barrel of flour two cents ; for each barrel of beef or pork two 
cents; for each barrel of whiskey or brandy three cents; for each .hogs
head or pipe six cents; and upon all other articles, packages and com-
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modities, one sixth part of the amount of tolls allowed by law to be 
received by the Potomac Company, at the Great Falls of the river Poto.
mac. And the said company shall also have the exclusive right to 
establish a packet boat or boats upon the said canal for carrying passen
gers, and no other packet boat or boats, but such as are established or 
permitted by them, shall be allowed to carry passengers through the 
same for hire. 

SEc. 13. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all pub
lic property shall pass through the said canal free of toll, and also, that 
in case the said canal and one of the forks thereof, shall not be com
pleted within the term of seven years from the passage of this act, in 
such manner as to admit boats and scows drawing three feet water to 
pass through the same, that the said canal shall revert to the United 
States, and all right and authority hereby granted to the said company 
shall cease and determine. 

SEc. 14. And be it farther enacted, That the said company shall, 
from time to time, whenever and wherever the mayor and city council 
shall order and direct, suffer bridges to be erected across the canal, and 
shall suffer the same when erected to be repaired : Provided, that every 
bridge so erected, shall be at least six feet above high water mark. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
of said company, after the said canal shall be opened and made passable 
for boats and scows drawing three feet water, shall annually, in the 
month of January, lay before the Congress of the United States, a just 
and true account of their receipts and expenditures, with a statement 
of the clear profits thereof. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1809. 

CuAP, XVIll.-.dn.Bct making appropriations for the support ef Governme11t 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and nine. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives <if the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure 
of the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses 
of the several departments and offices; for the compensation of the 
several loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the 
same; for the payment of annuities and gr.ants; for the support of the 
mint establishment; for the expense of intercourse with foreign nations; 
for the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; for de
fraying the expenses of surveying the public lands, and for satisfying 
certain miscellaneous claims; the following sums be, and the same hereby 
are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
thousand, four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, twenty-eight thousand 
dollars. • 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress, and for the 
librarian's allowance for the year one thousand eight hundred and nine 
eight hundred dollars. ' 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, including the sum of one thousand dollars 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and six 
thirteen thousand five hundred and sixty dollars. • 
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For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, Specific ap-
four thousand two hundred dollars. propri:itions. 

For printing and distributing the laws of the second session of the 
tenth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For special messengers charged with dispatches, two thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand dollars 
for clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty: 
first April, one thousand eight hundred and six, sixteen thousand seven 
hundred dollars. 

For the expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the 
person employed in transmitting passports and sea letters, and for sta
tionery and printing in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one 
thousand dollars. 

For compens_atio? to the ~omptr?ller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed m his office, mcludrng the sum of one thousand six hun
dred and thirty-nine dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fourteen thousand six hundred and sixteen 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the auditor's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing and all other incidental and con
tingent expenses in the register's office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine records, two thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental expenses of the treasury 
department, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of printing and stating the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and nine, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps and charts, for the use of the trea
sury department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury department, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and nine, including the expense of two watchmen, 
the repairs of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks, and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent expenses 
of the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks, 
VOL. Il.-66 2 x 2 
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and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the paymaster's office, 
two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office, two hundred dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks, and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent and 
foe] for the said office, including the sum of five hundred dollars for 
compensation to clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, five thommnd 
one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, arad other contingent expenses 
in the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
including the sum of one thousand five hundred and forty-five dollars, 
for compensation to clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, sixteen 
thousand dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c. pertaining to the Postmaster-General's office, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans, 
and for allowances to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to 
defray the authorized expense of the several loan offices, fifteen thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the sun-eyor-general and his clerks, three thou
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, and for stationery, and other 
contingencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For -compensation to the officers of the mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, twelve hundred dollars. 
The assayer, fifteen hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, fifteen hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, fifteen hundred dollars. 
The engraver, twelve hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two clerks, at five hundred dollars each, one thousand dollars. 
For wages to the persons employed in the different branches of melt-

ing, coining, carpenter's, millwright's and smith's work, including the 
sum of one thousand dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant coiner 
and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron-work, and 
of six hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant engraver, eight 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cast-rollers and screws, timber, bar-iron, lead, 
steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, three thousand, 
two hundred dollars. 
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Fdr compensatio_n to the governor, judges, and secretary of the terri- Specific ap-
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. propriatious. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the executive officers of 
the said territory, two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, seven thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mich
igan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Loui
siana territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty doJiars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Illinois 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, two thou
sand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the several departments 1806, ch. 41. 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex-
ceeding for each department respectively, fifteen per centum, in addi-
tion to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and 
fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes," thirteen thousand two hundred 
and sixty-nine dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, .the associate 
judges and district judges of the United States, including the chief 
justice and two associate judges for the district of Columbia, to the 
attorney-general, and to the district judge of the territory of Orleans, 
fifty-nine thousand four hundred dollars. 

For ihe like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensations granted to the marshals for the districts of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, Kentucky, 
Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and Orleans, including the compensa
tion allowed to the marshals of New Jersey and North Carolina, for the 
three last quarters of the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, by 
the act of the twenty-fifth of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, two thousand six hundred and fifty doJlar_s. . . . 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, c1rcmt and d1stnct ~ourts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, an~ of Jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties, and for defraying the expenses of pr~secutions_ for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keepmg of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid ~ensioners of 
the United States, from the fifth of March one thousand eight hundred 
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and nine, to the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, ninety-~ight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, stakeages of channels, bars and shoals, and certain contin
gent expenses, seventy-nine thousand and thirty-nine dollars and forty 
cents. 

For erecting two lighthouses on Long Island sound, one o? Watch
hill point, and the other on Sands or Watch point, the followmg sums, 
that is to say : the sum of two thousand six hundred and thirty-seven 
dollars and fifty cents, balance of a former appropriation for these objects 
carried to the "surplus fund," and the further sum of five thousand seven 
hundred dollars, in addition to the appropriations heretofore made for 
the same objects. 

For placing buoys and beacons on or near the shoals and rocks in 
the channel leading into the harbor of Salem, in the state of Massachu
setts, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for that purpose, 
sixty-seven dollars and twenty-nine cents. 

For re-building two lighthouses on Plumb island, in the state of Mas
sachusetts, ten thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of surveying the public land, within the 
several territories of the United States, eighteen thousand two hundred 
and forty dollars. 

For expenses of the boards formed in the territories of Orleans and 
Louisiana, for investigating and adjusting titles and claims to land, in 
addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, ten thousand 
dollars. 

For the expense of taking the second census of the United States, 
being the balance of a former appropriation for that object, and carried 
to the surplus fund, thirteen thousand eight hundred and ninety dollars 
and ninety-six cents. 

For the expense of returning the votes of President and Vice Presi
dent of the United States, for the term commencing on the fourth day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and nine, one thousand five hun
dred and ninety-three dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, thirty-three thou
sand and fifty dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thou
sand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, 
fifty thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of prosecuting claims in relation to captures, six 
thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of regulating, laying out, and making a 
road from Cumberland, in the state of Maryland, to the state of Ohio, 
agreeably to an act of Congress, passed the twenty-ninth day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, the balance of a former appropria
tion made by the aforesaid act, for that object, having been carried to 
the surplus fund, sixteen thousand and seventy-five dollars and fifteen 
cents. 

For defraying the expense of opening a road from the frontier of 
Georgia, on the route from Athens to New Orleans, till the same inter
sects the thirty-first degree of North latitude, agreeably to an act of 
Congress, pass~d on the twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, the balance of a former appropriation for that object 
having been carried to the surplus fond, two thousand four hundred 
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dollars, and a further sum of five thousand dollars, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated for that object. 

For defraying th_e expense of opening a road or roads through the 
territory lately ceded by the Indians to the United States from the Mis
sis~ipJ?i to the Ohio, and to the for!Iler Indian boundary line, which was 
established by the treaty of Greenville, agreeably to the last above recited 
act; the balance of a former appropriation made for that object having 
been carried to the surplus fund, one thousand eight hundred dollars 
and forty-eight cents. 

For defraying the expense of opening a road from Nashyille, in the 
state of Te_nnessee, to Natchez, in the Mississippi territory, agreeably to 
the aforesaid ~ct of the twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, the balance of a former appropriation for that object 
having been carried to the surplus fund, three thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted, in due 
course of settlement, at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 17, 1809. 

CHAP. XIX.-An Act extending the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory, 
and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the citizens of the 
Indiana territory, entitled to vote for representatives to the general 
assembly thereof, shall, at the time of electing their representatives to 
the said general assembly, also elect one delegate from the said territory 
to the Congress of the United States, who shall possess the same powers 
heretofore granted to the delegates from the several territories of the 
United States: any thing in the ordinance for the government of the 
said territory to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sheriffs of the several 
counties which now are, or may hereafter be established in the said ter
ritory respectively, shall, within forty days next after an election for a 
delegate to Congress, transmit to the secretary of the territory a certified 
copy of the returns from the several townships in their counties respec
tively. And it shall be the duty of the governor, for the time being, to 
give to the person having the greatest number of votes, a certificate of 
his election. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the governor of 
the said territory shall divide the same into five districts, the citizens 
thereof entitled to vot.e for representatives to the said general assembly, 
shall, in each of the said districts, elect one member of the legislative 
council, who shall possess the same powers heretofore granted to the 
legislative council in the said territory, and shall hold their offices four 
years, and no longer; any thing in the ordinance for the government· of 
the said territory to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly of the 
said territory shall have power to apportion the representatives of the 
several counties therein, or which may hereafter be established therein, 
according to the number of free white male inhabitants, above the age 
of twenty-one years, in such counties: Provided, that there be not more 

(a) See notes to act of February 3, 1_809, chap. 13. 
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than twelve, nor less than nine, of the whole number of representatives; 
any act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding, until there shall be six 
thousand free male white inhabitants, above the age of twenty-one years, 
in said territory; after which time the number of representatives shall 
be regulated agreeably to the ordinance for the government thereof. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1809. 

CHAP, XX.-.!ln .!let freeing from postage all letters and packets to Thomas 
Jefferson, 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and packets to 
Thomas Jefferson, now President of the United States, after the expira
tion of his term of office and during his life, shall be carried by the 
mail, free of postage. 

APPROVED, February 28, ISO!J. 

CnAP, XXII.-.fln act for the disposal ef certain tracts ef land in the Missis
sippi territory, claimed under Spanish grants, reported by tl,e land commis
sioners as antedated, and to confirm the claims ef .11.braham Ellis and Daniel 
Harregal. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the several tracts of land, 
in the Mississippi territory, the titles to which have been derived under 
Spanish claims and whiclt have been disallowed by the boards of com
missioners east and west of Pearl river, on suspicion of the grants, 
warrants or orders of survey, on which the claims are grounded, being 
antedated or otherwise fraudulent, and which are embraced in the report 
of the said boards of commissioners, laid before Congress, agreeable to 
the third section of an act, intituled, " An act supplementary to the act 
intituled An act regulating the grants of land, and provi~ing for the dis
posal of the lands of the United States, south of the state of Tennes
see," shall be, and the same are hereby directed to be sold, in the same 
manner, at the same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as 
have been, or may be by law provided for the sale of the other public 
lands in the said territory; and any person or persons claiming under a 
Spanish grant, warrant or order of survey as aforesaid, shall be entitled 
to institute, in the highest court of law or equity in the said territory, his 
or their suit or action for the recovery of the tract or tracts so claimed 
as aforesaid: Provided, such claimant or claimants shall institute his 
or their suit or action within the term of one year from and after the 
tract or tracts so claimed shall have been sold by the United States, or 
in case the same is now inhabited and cultivated, in virtue of a pre-emp
tion right, within one year from and after the passing of this act; and 
if any person or persons, claiming lands as aforesaid, shall fail or neglect 
to commence or institute his or their suit or action, in the manner and 
within the time prescribed by this section, or shall be non-suit or dis
continue the same, his or their right to commence such suit or action, 
in any court whatsoever, shall be forever barred and foreclosed. 

Sf;c, 2. And be it further enacted, That if the person or persons 
claiming under such grant, warrant or order of survey, shall make it 
appear to the satisfaction of the court, before whom such suit or action 
shall be pending, that the tract of land therein specified, was actually 
surveyed prior to the twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five, then, and in that case, the same shall be deemed 
and held to be good and valid, to all intents and purposes, any thing in 
this act to the contrary notwithstanding: But in case the claimant or 
claima.nts shall fail to prove the tract or tracts of land so claimed, to 
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have been actually surveyed prior to ~he twenty-seventh day of October, 
one thousand seven hundred and nmety-five, or in case the same shall 
appear to be otherwise fraudulent or illegal, the grant, warrant or order 
of survey, granted by the Spanish government, as aforesaid, by virtue 
of which such tract or tracts of land may be claimed, shall be, and the 
same is hereby dec)ared_ null a~d v?id, to all intents and purposes, and 
shall not be read m evidence agamst any claim or certificate of pre
emption, derived from the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful, in the trial 
of such suit or action, for either party to introduce parole evidence for 
the purpose of supporting or invalidating the grant, warrant or order of 
survey as aforesaid; and the judgment, sentence or decree of the said 
highest court of law or equity, in the cases aforesaid, shall be final and 
conclusive between the parties, and may be plead in bar to any subse
quent suit or action brought in the same or any other court, for the 
recovery of the same land or any part thereof. 

SEc. 4. A.nd be it further enacted, That Abraham Ellis be, and he 
is hNeby confirmed in a tract of land granted by the British government 
of West Florida to Stephen Jordan, containing the quantity of two 
hundred acres, lying and being on the waters of Boyd's creek, according 
to the metes and bounds of said tract of land set forth in the plat 
thereof made by the surveyor-general of said province of West Florida; 
and that the amount of money which the·said Ellis may have been com
pelled to pay to the receiver of public monies west of Pearl river, in the 
Mississippi territory, for said tract of land, be refunded to him by the 
receiver aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That Daniel Harregal be and he 
is hereby confirmed in his title in fee simple to the tract of land whereon 
he resides, containing the quantity of five hundred and fifty acres, agree
ably to a plat thereof filed with the register of the land-office, west of 
Pearl river, in the Mississippi territory. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1809. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be surveyed 
and designated by proper metes and bounds, a tract of land, not exceed
ing two thousand five hundred acres, out of any lands of the United 
States, lying in the territory of Orleans, and west of the river Missis
sippi, and by lease vest the said tract of land in a certain tribe of Ali-

President to 
cause a tract of 
land in the Or
leans territory 
to be laid off for 
the Alibama In
dians. 

bama Indians and their descendants, for the term of fifty years : Pro- Proviso. 
vided nc1,ertlieless, that it shall not be lawful for the said tribe of Indians 
to transfer or assign their interest in the said land, and every such trans
fer, or assignment, shall be null and void: And provided also, that if 
the said tribe of Indians shall remove from the said tract of land, their 
interest in, and to, the same shall thenceforth cease and determine. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enacted, That there shall be designated, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, two tracts of land 
in the Michigan territory, one including the village called Brown's town, 
and the other the village called Maguaga in the possession of the Wyan
dott tribe of Indians, containing in the whole not more than five thou
sand acres; which two tracts of land shall be reserved for the use of the 
said W yandotts, and their descendants, and be secured to them in the 
same manner, and on the same terms and conditions as is provided in 
relation to the Alibama Indians, by the first section of this act. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1809. 
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CHAP. XXIV.-.1.ln .I.let to interdict the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies; and for other 
purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Am,erica in Congress assemble<!, That from and after the pas
sing of this act, the entrance of the harbors and waters of the United 
States and of the territories thereof, be, and the same is hereby inter
dicted to all public ships and vessels belonging to Great Britain or 
France, excepting vessels only which may be forced in by distress, or 
which are charged with despatches or business from the government to 
which they belong, and also packets having no cargo nor merchan
dise on board. And if any public ship or vessel as aforesaid, not being 
included in the exception above mentioned, shall enter any harbor or 
waters within ,the jurisdiction of the United States, or of the territories 
thereof, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, or such 
other person as he shall have empowered for that purpose, to employ 
such part of the land and naval forces, or of the militia of the United 
States, or the territories thereof, as he shall deem necessary, to compel 
such ship or vessel to depart. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
citizen or citizens of the United States or the territories thereof, nor 
for any person or persons residing or being in the same, to have any 
intercourse with, or to afford any aid or supplies to any public ship or 
vessel as aforesaid, which shall, contrary to the provisions of this act, 
have entered any harbor or waters within the jurisdiction of the United 
States or the territories thereof; and if any person shall, contrary to the 
provisions of this act, have any intercourse with such ship or vessel, or 
shall afford any aid to such ship or vessel, either in repairing the said 
vessel or in furnishing her, her officers or crew with supplies of any 
kind or in any manner whatever, or if any pilot or other person shall 
assist in navigating or piloting such ship or vessel, unless it be for the 
purpose of carrying her beyond the limits and jurisdiction of the United 
States, every person so offending, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less 
than one hundred dollars, nor exceeding ten t~ousand dollars; and shall 

(a) Cases decided on the non-intercourse laws:-
Upon an indictment under the non-intercourse laws, for putting goods on board a carriage, with intent 

to transport them out of the United States, contrary to.the act of January 9, 1809, the punishment of which 
offence is a fine of four times the value of the goods, it is not necessary that the jury should find the 
value of the goods. United States v. John Tyler, 7 Cranch, 285; 2 Cond. Rep. 492. 

Under the non-intercourse law, a vessel in March, 1811, had no right to come into the waters of the 
United States, to inquire whether she might land her cargo. The Brig Penobscot v. The United States, 
7 Cranch, 356; 2 Cond. Rep. 528. 

Wines, the produce of France, imported into the United States before the non-intercouse act; re• 
exported lo a Danish island, and there sold to a merchant of that place; and thence exported to New 
Orleans, during the operation of the non-intercourse law, were liable to forfeiture under that law. The 
schooner Hoppel v. The United States, 7 Cranch, 389; 2 Cond. Rep. 542. 

The non.intercourse act of March 1, 1809, was in force between the 2d of February and the 2d of 
March, 1811, by virtue of tbe President's proclamation of November 2, 1810. The schooner Anne v. 
The Uniteu States, 7 Cranch, 570. 

The non-intercourse act of 28th June, 1809, which requires a vessel bound to a pennitted port, to give 
hond in double the amount of vessel and cargo, not to go to a prohibited port, is applicable to a vessel 
sailing in ballast. The ship Richmond v. The United States, 9 Cranch, 102; 3 Cond. Rep. 294. 

Under the non-intercourse act of 1809, a vessel from Great Britain had a right to lay off the coast of 
the United States, to receive instructions from her owners in New York; and if necessary, to drop an. 
chor; and in case of a storm to make a harbor; and if prevented by a mutiny of her crew from putting 
to sea again, she might wait in the waters of the United States for orders. The cargo of the ship Fanny, 
9 Cranch, 181; 3 Cond. Rep. 347. 

Unde: the 3d ~ection of the_ act of 28_t~ June, 1809, every vessel hound ~o a foreign permi~ted port, 
was obliged to give a bond, with a cond1t10n not to proceed to any port with which commerc1al inter
course was not permitted, nor to trade with such port. The Edward, Scott claimant 1 Wheat. 261; 3 
Cond. Rep. 565. ' 

The obvious intention of the legislature of the United States, by the non-intercourse Jaws, was to pro• 
hihit the American citizens and property from a commerce with foreign nations. The Sally and cargo, J 
Gallis. C. C. R. 58. 

At no time was it illegal for a foreign vessel to depart from the United States in ballast. Ilnd. 
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also be imprisoned for a term not less than one month, nor more than 
one year. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the twentieth 
day of May next, the entrance of the harbors and waters of the United 
States and the territories thereof be, and the same is hereby interdicted 
to all ships or vessels s~iling under the flag of Great Britain or France, 
or owned in whole or m part by any citizen or subject of either; vessels 
hired, chartered m employed by the government of either country, for 
the sole purpose of carrying letters or despatches, and also vessels forced 
in by distress or by the dangers of the sea, only excepted. And if any 
ship or vessel sailing under the flag of Great Britain or France, or 
owned in whole or in part by any citizen or subject of either, and not 
excepted as aforesaid, shall after the said twentieth day of May next, 
arrive either with or without a cargo, within the limits of the United 
States or of the territories thereof, such ship or vessel, together with the 
cargo, if any, which may be found on board, shall be forfeited, and may 
be seized and condemned in any court of the United States or the terri
tories thereof, having competent jurisdiction, and all and every act and 
acts heretofore passed, which shall be within the purview of this act, 
shall be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the twentieth 
day of May next, it shall not be lawful to import into the United States 
or the territories thereof, any goods, wares or merchandise whatever, 
from any port or place situated in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any of 
the colonies or dependencies of Great Britain, nor from any port or 
place situated in France, or in any of her colonies or dependencies, nor 
from any port or place in the actual possession of either Great Britain 
or France. Nor shall it be lawful to import into the United States, or 
the territories thereof, from any foreign port or place whatever, any 
goods, wares or merchandise whatever, being of the growth, produce or 
manufacture of France, or of any of her colonies or dependencies, or 
being of the growth, produce or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
or of any of the colonies or dependencies of Great Britain, or being of 
the growth, produce or manufacture of any place or country in the 
actual possession of either France or Great Britain: Provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect the cargoes of 
ships or vessels wholly owned by a citizen or citizens of the United 
States, which had cleared for any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
prior to the twenty-second day of December, one thousand eight hun
dred and seven, or which had departed for such port by permission of 
the President, under the acts supplementary to the act laying an embargo 
on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlte1· enacted, That whenever any article or arti
cles, the importation of which is prohibited by this act, shall, after the 
twentieth of May, be imported into the United States, or the territories 
thereof, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this a~t, or shall, 
after the said twentieth of May, be put on board of any ship or vessel, 
boat, raft or carriage, with intention of importing the same into the 
United States, or the territories thereof, all such articles, as well ~s all 
other articles on board the same ship or vessel, boat, raft or carnage, 
belonging to the owner of such prohibited articles, shall be forfeited; 
and the owner thereof shall moreover forfeit and pay treble the value 
of such articles. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any article or articles,. the 
importation of which is prohibited by this act, shall, after the twen_tieth 
of May, be put on board of any ship or vessel, boat, raft or carna_gc, 
with intention to import the same into the United States, or the territo
ries thereof, contrary to the true intent and meaning_ of this act, and 
with the knowledge of the owner or master of such ship or vessel, boat, 
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raft or carriage, such ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage shall be for
feited, and the owner and master thereof shall moreover each forfeit 
and pay treble the value of such articles. 

SEC. 7. And be it .fart!ter enacted, That if any article or articles, the 
importation of which is prohibited by this act, and which shall never
theless be on board of any ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, arriving 
after the said twentieth of May next, in the United States, or the terri
tories thereof, shall be omitted in the manifest, report or entry of the 
master, or the person having the charge or command of such ship or 
vessel, boat, raft or carriage, or shall be omitted in the entry of the 
goods owned by the owner or consigned to the consignee of such arti
cles, or shall be imported, or landed, or attempted to be imported or landed 
without a permit, the same penalties, fines, and forfeitures, shall be in
curred, and may be recovered, as in the case of similar omission or 
omissions, la11di~g, importation, or attempt to land or import in relation 
to articles liable to duties on their importation into the United States. 

SEc. 8. Ard be it furtlier enacted, That every collector, naval officer, 
surveyor, or other officer of the customs, shall have the like power and 
authority to seize goods, wares and merchandise imported contrary to 
the intent and meaning of this act, to keep the same in custody until it 
shall have been ascertained whether the same have been forfeited or not, 
and to enter any ship or vessel, dwelling-house, store, building or other 
place, for the purpose of searching for and seizing any such goods, 
wares and merchandise which he or they now have by law in relation to 
goods, wares and merchandise subject to duty; and if any person or per
sons shall conceal or buy any goods, wares or merchandise, knowing them 
to be liable to seizure by this act, such person or persons shall, on convic
tion thereof, forfeit and pay a sum double the amount or value of the 
goods, wares and merchandise so concealed or purchased. 

SEc. 9. And b1: it .further enacted, That the following additions shall 
be made to the oath or affirmation taken by the masters or persons 
having the charge or conimand of any ship or vessel arriving at any port 
of the United States, or the territories thereof, after the twentieth of 
May, viz: "I further swear (or affirm) that there are not, to the best of 
my knowledge and belief, on board, (insert the denomination and name 
ef the 11essd) any goods, wares or merchandise, the importation of which 
into the United States, or the territories thereof, is prohibited by law: 
and I do further swear ( or affirm) that if I shall hereafter discover or 
know of any such goods, wares or merchandise, on board the said vessel, 
or which shall have been imported in the same, I will immediately, and 
without delay, make due report thereof to the collector of the port of 
this district." 

SEc. HI. And be it further enacted, That the following addition be 
made, after the twentieth of May, to the oath or affirmation taken by 
importers, consignees, or agents, at the time of entering goods imported 
into th~ United States, or the territories thereof, viz. "I also swear, ( or 
affirm) that there are not, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
amongst the said goods, wares and merchandise, imported or consigned 
as aforesaid, any goods, wares or merchandise, the importation of which 
into the United States, or the territories thereof, is prohibited by law; 
and I do further swear ( or affirm) that if I shall hereafter discover or 
know of any such goods, wares or merchandise, amongst the said goods, 
wares and merchandi~e, imported or consigned as aforesaid, I will imme
diately and without delay report the same to the collector of this district." 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, in case either France or Great 
Britain shall so revoke or modify her edicts, as that they shall cease to 
violate the neutral commerce of the United States, to declare the same 
by proclamation; after which the trade of the United States, suspended 
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by this act, and by the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in 
the ports and harbors of the United States, and the several acts supple
mentary thereto, may be renewed with the nation so doing: Provided, 
that all penalties and forfeitures which shall have been previously in
curred, by virtue of this or of any other act, the operation of which 
shall so cease and determine, shall be recovered and dist·ributed, in like 
manner as if the same had continued in full force and virtue: and ves
sels bound thereafter to any foreign port or place, with which commer
cial intercourse shall by virtue of this section be again permitted, shall 
give bond to the United States, with approved security, in double the 
value of the vessel and cargo, that they shall not proceed to any foreign 
port, nor trade with any country other than those with which commer
cial intercourse shall have been or may be permitted by this act. 

SBc. 12. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act laying 
an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States, and of the several acts supplementary thereto, as forbids 
the departure of vessels owned by citizens of the United States, and 
the exportation of domestic and foreign merchandise to any foreign port 
or place, be, and the same is hereby repealed, after the fifteenth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and nine, except so far as they 
relate to Great Britain or France, or their colonies or dependencies, or 
places in the actual possession of either: Provided, that all penalties 
and forfeitures which shall have been prev.iously incurred by virtue of so 
much of the said acts as is repealed by this act, or which have been or 
may hereafter be incurred by virtue of the said acts, on account of any 
infraction of so much of the said acts as is not repealed by this act, 
shall be recovered and distributed in like manner as if the said acts had 
continued in full force and virtue. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
so much of the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
ports and harbors of the United States, and of the several acts supple
mentary thereto, as is not repealed by this act, no ship or vessel bound 
to a foreign port, with which commercial intercourse shall, by virtue of 
this act, be again permitted, shall be allowed to depart for such port, 
unless the owner or owners, consignee or fact9r of such ship or vessel 
shall, with the master, have given bond with one or more sureties to the 
United States, in a sum double the value of the vessel and cargo, if the 
vessel is wholly owned by a citizen or citizens of the United States; 
and in a sum four times the value, if the vessel is owned in part or in 
whole by any foreigner or foreigners, that the vessel shall not leave the 
port without a clearance, nor shall, when leaving the port, proceed to 
any port or place in Great Britain or France, or in the colonies or 
dependencies of either, or in the actual possession of eithr.r, nor be 
directly or indirectly engaged during the voyage in any trade with such 
port, nor shall put any article on board of any other vessel; nor unless 
every other requisite and provision of the second section of the act, 
intituled "An act to enforce and make more effectual an act, intituled 
An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and har
bors of the United States, and the several acts supplen_ientary thereto," 
shall have been complied with. And the party or parties to the above 
mentioned bond shall, within a reasonable time after the date of the 
same, to be expressed in the said bond, produce to the collect?r of the 
district, from which the vessel shall have been cleared, a certificate of 
the landi11g of the same, in the same manner as is provided by la\~ for 
the landing of goods exported with the privilege of drawback i <?n failure 
whereof, the bond shall be put in suit; and in every such smt Judgment 
shall be given against the defendant or defendants, unless proof shall 
be produced of such relanding, or of loss at sea. . 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act laymg 
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an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States, and of the several acts supplementary thereto, as compels 
ves~els owned by citizens of the United States, bound to another port 
of the said States, or vessels licensed for the coasting trade, or boats, 
either not masted or not decked, to give bond, and to load under 'the 
inspection of a revenue officer, or rendE>rs them liable to detention, 
merely on account of the nature of their cargo, ( such provisions excepted 
as relate to collection districts adjacent to the territories, colonies or 
provinces of a foreign nation, or to vessels belonging or bound to such 
districts) be, and the same is hereby repealed, from and after the fifteenth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and nine: Provided however, 
that all penalties and forfeitures-which shall have been previously incur
red by any of the said acts, or which may hereafter be incurred by virtue 
of the said acts, on account of any infraction of so much of the said acts, 
as is not repealed by this act, shall be recovered and distributed in like 
manner as if the same had continued in foll force and virtue. 

SEc. 15. A11d be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
so much of the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
ports and harbors of the United States, and of the several acts supple
mentary thereto, as is not repealed by this act, no vessel owned by 
citizens of the United States, bound to another port of the said States 
or licensed for the coasting trade, shall be allowed to depart from any 
port of the United States, or shall receive a clearance, nqr shall it be 
lawful to put on board any such vessel any specie or goods, war~s, or 
merchandise, unless a permit shall have been previously obtained from 
the proper collector, or from a revenue officer, authorized by the collec
tor to grant such permits; nor unless the owner, consignee, agent, or 
factor shall, with the master, give bond with one or more sureties, to the 
United States, in a sutn double the value of the vessel and cargo, that 
the vessel shall not proceed to any foreign port or place, and that the 
cargo shall be relandcd in some port of the United States: Provided, 
that it shall be lawful and sufficient in the case of any such vessel, whose 
employment has been uniformly confined to rivers, bays and sounds 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, to give bond in an amount 
equal to one hundred and fifty dollars, for each ton of said vessel, with 
condition that such vessel shall not, during the time limited in the con
dition of the bond, proceed to any foreign port or place, or put any 
article on board of any other vessel, or be employed in any foreign 
trade. 

SEc. 16. And be it jurtlier enacted, That if any ship or vessel shall, 
during the continuance of so much of the act laying an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States, and of 
the several acts supplementary thereto, as is not repealed by this act1 
depart from any port of the United States without a clearance or permit, 
or having given bond in the manner provided by law, such ship or vessel, 
together with her cargo, shall be wholly forfeited; and the owner or 
owners, agent, freighter or factors, master or commander of such ship 
or vessel shall, moreover, severally forfeit and pay a sum equal to the 
value of the ship or vessel, and of the cargo put on board the same. 

SEc. 17. And be it furtlter enacted, That the act to prohibit the im
portation of certain goods, wares and merchandise, passed the eighteenth 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, and the act supplemen
tary thereto, be, and the same are hereby repealed, from and after the 
said twentieth day of May next: Provided, that all penalties and forfeit
ures which shall have been previously incurred by virtue of the said 
acts shall be recovered and distributed in like manner as if the said 
l\cts had continued in full force and virtue. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeit.
u.rei, 11d5ing under or incurred by virtue of this act, may be sued for, 
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prosecuted and recovered, with costs of suit, by action of debt, in the 
name of the United States of America, or by indictment or information, 
in any court having competent jurisdiction to try the same; and shall 
be distributed and accounted for in the manner prescribed by the act, 
intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and ton
nage," passed the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine; and such penalties and forfeitures may be examined, 
mitigated or remitted, in like manner, and under the like conditions, 
regulations and restrictions, as are prescribed, authorized and directed 
by the act; intituled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the 
forfeitures, penalties and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein 
mentioned," passed the third day of March, one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-seven, and made perpetual by an act passed the eleventh 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred. 

SEc. 19. And be it further eru;ctcd, That this act shall continue and 
be in force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer; 
and that the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
and harbors of the United States, and the several acts supplementary 
thereto, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed from and after the 
end of the next session of Congress. 

APPROVED, March I, 1809. 

CHAP. XXV .-.lln .llct making provision for the further accommodation ef the 
household ef the President qf the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the third day of 
March next, the President of the United States be, and he is hereby 
authorized and empowered, to cause to be sold, sueh articles furnished 
by the United States, for the President's household, as may be decayed, 
out of repair, or unfit for use; and that the proceeds of such sale, and 
so much of a sum not exceeding fourteen thousand dollars in addition 
thereto, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, as 
the President of the United States may judge necessary, be, and hereby 
are appropriated for the accommodation of the household of the Presi
dent, to be laid out and expended for such articles of furniture as he 
shall direct. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1809. 

CHAP. XXVI.-.lln .Oct to extend the time for 1naking payment for the public 
l,and.s ef the United Slates. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congre.~s assembled, That every person who hath 
heretofore purchased any of the public lands of the United States, at 
any of the land-offices established for the disposal of the said lands, 
whether such purchase was made at public or private sale (sales by vir
tue of a pre-emption right only excepted), and whose lands have not 
already been actually sold or reverted to the United States, for non
payment of part of the purchase money, and the time for making the 
last payment on account of such purchase according to former laws, 
may have expired, or shall expire, on or before the first day of January 
next, shall be allowed a further term of two years for the payment of the 
residue of the principal due on account of such purchase; which fur
ther term of two years shall be calculated to commence from the expi
ration of one year from and after the day on which the last payment on 
account of such purchase should, according to former laws, have become 
due, and shall be allowed only on the following conditions; that is to 
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say :-First, That all the arrears of interest, on the land purchased, to the 
end of one year from and after the day on which the last payment on 
account of such purchase should,'according to former laws, have become 
due, shall have been paid at or before the end of such year. Second, That 
the residue of the sum, due on account of the principal of such purchase, 
shall be paid with interest thereon, in two equal annual payments, viz. one 
half of the said residue, with the interest which may then be due thereon, 
within one year; and the other half of the said residue, with the interest 
which may then be due thereon, within two years after the expiration of 
one year from and after the day on which the last payment 011 account 
of such purchase should, according to former laws, have become due. 
And in case of failure in paying either the arrears of interest on each 
of the two instalments of principal, with the accruing interest, at the 
time and times above mentioned, the tract of land shall be forthwith 
advertised and offered for sale, in the manner and on the terms and con
ditions now prescribed for the sale of lands purchased from the United 
States, and not paid for within the limited time; and shall revert, in 
like manner, to the United States, if the sum due with interest, be not 
at such sale bidden and paid. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1809. 

CHAP. XXVII.-.Jn ./let further to amend the Judicial System ef the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
States i!f Amrrica in Congress assembled, That in case of the disability 
of the district judge of either of the districts of the United States to 
hold a district court, and to perform the duties of his office, and satis
factory evidence thereof being shown to the justice of the supreme 
court, allotted to that circuit in which such district court ought by law 
to be holden; and on application of the district attorney or marshal of 
such district in writing to the said justice of the supreme court, said 
justice of the supreme court shall thereupon issue his order in the 
nature of a certiorari, directed to the clerk of such district court, re
quiring him forthwith to certify into the next ~ircuit court to be holden 
in said district, all actions, suits, causes, pleas,· or processes, civil or 
criminal, of what nature or kind sof'ver, that may be depending in said 
district court and undetermined, with all the proceedings thereon, and 
all files and papers relating thereto; which said order shall be imme
diately published in one or more newspapers, printed in said district, 
and at least thirty days before the session of such circuit court, and shall 
be deemed a sufficient notification to all concerned. And the said circuit 
co~rt shall thereupon have the same cognizance of all such actions, 
sUits, causes, pleas, or processes, civil or criminal, of what nature or 
kind soever, and in the like manner as the district court of said district 
by law might have, or the circuit court, had the same been originally 
commenced therein; and shall proceed to hear and determine the same 
accordingly; and the said justice of the supreme court during the con
tinuance of such disability shall moreover be invested with and exer
cise all, and singular, the powers and authority, ,,ested by law in the 
j1!dge of the district court in said district. And all bonds and recog
mzances taken for or returnable to such district court shall be construed 
and taken to be to the circuit court, to be holden thereafter, in pursu
ance of this act, and shall have the same force and effect in such circuit 
court, as they could have had in the district court to which they were 
taken: Provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be so con
strued as to require of the judge of the supreme court within whose 
circuit such district may lie, to hold any special court, or court of 
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admiralty, at any other time than the legal time for holding the circuit 
court of the United States in and for such district. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of such district 
court shall, during- the continuance of the disability of the district judge 
continue to certify as aforesaid, all suits or actions of what nature 0 ; 

kind soever, which may thereafter be brought to such district court and 
the same transmit to the circuit court next thereafter to be holden i~ the 
same district; and the said circuit court shall have cognizance of the 
same in like manner as is herein before provided in this act, and shall 
proceed to hear and determine the same: Provided nevertheless that 
when the disability of the district judge shall cease or be remov;d all 
suits or actions then pending and undetermined in the circuit court in 
which by law the district courts have an exclusive original cognizance, 
shall be remanded, and the clerk of the said circuit court shall transmit 
the s_ame, pursuant to th~ or_der of said court, with all matters and things 
relatmg thereto, to the d1stnct court next thereafter to be holden in said 
district, and the same proceedings shall be had therein in said district 
court as would have been, had the same originated or been continued 
in the said district court. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case of the district judge 
in any district being unable to discharge his duties, as aforesaid, the dis
trict clerk of such district shall be authorized and empowered, by leave 
or order of the circuit judge of the circuit in which such district is in
cluded, to take, during such disability of the district judge, all examina
tions and depositions of witnesses, and make all necessary rules and 
orders preparatory to the final hearing of all causes of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1800. 
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Act of May 8, 
1792, ch. 37. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Rt:presentatives of tlte United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That all warrants drawn by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or ofW ar, or of the Navy, upon the Trea
surer of the United States, shall specify the particular appropriation or 
appropriation·s to which the same should be charged: the monies paid 
by virtue of such warrants shall, in conformity therewith, be charged to 
such appropriation or appropriations, in the books kept in the office of 
the comptroller of the treasury, in the case of warrants drawn by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and in the books of the accountants of the 
war or navy department respectively, in the case of warrants drawn by 
the Secretary of War, or by the Secretary of the Navy; and the officers, 
agents, or other persons, who may be receivers of public monies, shall 
render distinct accounts of the application of such monies according to 
the appropriation or appropriations under which the same shall have been 
drawn, and the Secretary ofW ar and of the Navy shall, on the first day of 
January, in each and every year, severally report to Congress a distinct 
account of the expenditure and application of all such sums of money as 
may, prior to the thirtieth day of September preceding, have been by them 
respectively drawn from the treasury in virtue of the appropriation law of 
the preceding year, and the sums appropriated by law for each_branch of 
expenditure in the several departments shall be solely applied to the 
objects for which they are respectively appropriated, and to no o~her: 
Provided nevertheless, that during the recess of CoJ?gress, the Pres1~ent 
of the United States may, and he is hereby authorized, on the applica
tion of the secretary of the proper department, and _not otherwise,_ to 
direct, if in his opinion necessary for the public service, that a port10n 
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of the monies appropriated for a particular branch of expenditure in that 
department, be applied to another branch of expenditure in the same 
department, in which case a special account of the monies thus trans
ferred, and of their application, shall be laid before Congress during the 
first week of their next ensuing session. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it sliall be the duty of the 
comptroller of the treasury, in every case where in his opinion further 
delays would be injurious to the United States, and he is hereby autho
rized to direct the auditor of the treasury, and the accountants of the 
war and navy departments, at any time, forthwith to audit and settle any 
particular account which the said officers may be respectively authorized 
to audit and settle, and to report such settlement for his revision and 
final decision. And the said comptroller shall also lay an annual state
ment before Congress, during the first week of their session, of the ac
counts in the treasury, war or navy departments, which may have remained 
more than three years unsettled, or on which balances appear to have 
been due more than three years, prior to the thirtieth of September then 
last past, together with a statement of the causes which have prevented 
the settlement of the accounts or the recovery of the balances due to the 
United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That exclusively of the purveyor 
of public supplies, paymasters of the army, pursers of the navy, military 
agents, and other officers already authorized by law, no other permanent 
agents shall be appointed either for the purpose of making contracts, or 
for the purchase of supplies, or for the disbursement in any other manner, 
of monies for the use of the military establishment, or of the navy of the 
United States, but such as shall be appointed by the President of the 
United States, with the advice and consent of the Senate: Provided, 
that the President may, and he is hereby authorized, in the recess of the 
Senate, to appoint all or any of such agents, which appointments shall 
be submitted to the Senate at their next session, for their advice aud 
consent, and the President of the United States is hereby authorized, 
until otherwise provided by law, to fix the number and compensations 
of such agents: Provided, that the compensation allowed to either shall 
not exceed one per centum on the public monies disbursed by him, nor 
in any instance the compensation allowed by law to the purveyor of 
public supplies. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every such agent as may be 
appointed by virtue of the next preceding section, and every purser of 
the navy, shall give bond with one or more sufficient sureties, in such 
sums as the President of the United States may direct, for the faithful 
discharge of the trust reposed in him; and the paymaster of the army, 
the military agents, the purveyor of public supplies, the pursers of the 
navy, and the agents appointed by virtue of the preceding section, shall, 
whenever practicable, keep the public monies in their hands, in some 
incorporated bank, to be designated for the purpose by the President of 
the United States, and shall make monthly returns in such form as may 
be prescribed by the treasury depa.rtment, of the monies received and 
expended during the preceding month, and of the unexpended balance 
in their hands. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all purchases and contracts 
for supplies or_serv!ces which are or may, according to law, be made by, 
or under the d1rect1on of either the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secre
tary of War, or the Secretary of the Navy, shall be made either by open 
purchase, or by previously advertising for proposals respecting the same: 
And an annual statement of all such contracts and purchases, and also 
of the expenditure of the monies appropriated for the contingent ex
penses of the military establishment, for the contingent expenses of 
the navy of the United States, and for the discharge of miscellaneous 
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claims not otherwise provided for, and paid at the treasury, shall be 
laid before Congress at the beginning of each year, by the secretary of 
the proper department. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1809. 

CnAP, XXIX.-.Rn .Bet making a further appropriation towards completing the 
two wings if the Capitol at the city if Washington, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums of 
money be, and the same are hereby appropriated, to be applied under 
the direction of the President of the United States, that is to say: 

For improvements and repairs of the House of Representatives, six 
thousand dollars. 

For completing the work in the interior of the north wing, com
prising the Senate chamber, court room, &c. &c. twenty thousand 
dollars. 

For completing the staircase, and providing temporary and adequate 
accommodations for the library, in the room now used for that purpose, 
and in the one in which the Senate now sit, five thousand dollars. 

For improvements and repairs of the President's house and square, 
including a carriage house, twelve thousand dollars. 

SEC. Z. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of money 
hereby appropriated shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1809. 

CHAP, XXX.-.Rn .Bet supplementary to the act intituled ".8n act to amend the 
charter if Georgetown." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following shall, 
and are hereby declared to be the limits of Georgetown, in the district 
of Columbia, any law or regulation to the contrary notwithstanding, that 
is to say: beginning in the middle of College street, as laid down and 
designated in Fenwick's map of the said town, at or near to the bank of 
the river Potomac ; thence by a straight line drawn nol'thernly through 
the middle of said street to the middle of First street; thence by a line 
drawn through the middle of First street to a point directly opposite to 
the termination of the eastern line of the lots now enclosed as the pro
perty of the college; thence northernly by the eastern line of said en
closure as far as the same extends; thence in the same northernly di
rection to the middle of Fourth street; thence eastwardly by a line 
drawn along the middle of Fourth street to a point at the distance_ of 
one hundred and twenty feet westward from the west side of Fayette 
street; thence northernly by a line drawn parallel to Fayette street at 
the said distance of one hundred and twenty feet westward from the 
west side thereof, until it intersects a boundary line of Beatty and Haw
kins' addition to Georgetown; thence westwardly by said boundary line 
as far as it extends; thence by the courses and distances of the several 
other boundary lines of Beatty and Hawkins' addition aforesaid, that is 
to say: westwardly, northwardly, eastwardly and southwardly,to a point 
opposite to the middle of Road street, and opposite or nearly opposite 
to the middle of Eighth street; thence eastwardly by a line drawn 
through the middle of Road street, as it now runs, and as far as it 
extends; thence eastwardly by a line drawn parallel to Back street, and 
continued in the same direction to the middJ'e of Rock creek; thence by 
the middle of the same creek and the middle of the Potomac river to a 
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point directly opposite to the middle of College street aforesaid; thence 
to the place of beginning. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the corporation of George
town be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to cause a com
plete and accurate survey to be made of the said town agreeably to the 
courses and limits prescribed in the preceding section of this act, and 
to establish and fix, from time to time, permanent boundaries at such 
places as they may deem necessary and proper for perpetuating the 
boundaries of the said town, and after the said survey shall have been 
so made, and approved by the corporation, the same shall be admitted 
to record in the clerk's office for the county of Washington in the dis-, 
trict of Columbia. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That all the rights, powers and 
privileges heretofore granted to the said corporation by the general as
sembly of Maryland, aud by the act to which this is a supplement, and 
which are at this time claimed and exercised by them, shall be and 
remain in full force and effect, aud may and shall be exercised and 
enjoyed by them within the bounds and limits set forth and described in 
the first section of this act. 

Sr-:c. 4. And be it further enaderl, That the sa.id corporation shall 
have power to lay out, open, extend and regulate streets, lanes and alleys, 
within the limits of the town, as before described, under the following 
regulations, that is to say: the mayor of the town shall summon twelve 
freeholders, inhabitants of the town, not directly interested in the pre
mises, who, being first sworn to assess and value what damages would be 
sustained by any person or persons by reason of the opening or extend
ing any street, lane or alley, (taking all benefits and inconveniences into 
consideration) shall proceed to assess what damages would be sustained 
by any person or persons whomsoever, by reason of such opening or 
extension of the street, and shall also declare to what amount in money 
each individual benefited thereby shall contribute and pay towards com
pensating the person or persons injured by reason of such opening and 
extension: and the names of the person or persons so benefited, and the 
sums which they shall respectively be obliged to pay, shall be returned 
nuder their hands and seals to the clerk of the corporation, to be filed 
and kept in his office; and the person or persons benefited by·opening 
or extending any street, and assessed as aforesaid, shall respectively pay 
the sums of money so charged and assessed to them, with interest there
on at the rate of six per cent. per annum, from the time limited for the 
payment thereof until paid; and the sums of money assessed and charged 
in manner aforesaid to each individual benefited in manner aforesaid, 
shall be a lien upon and bind all the property so benefited to the full 
amount thereof: Provided al-ways, that no street, lane, or alley, shall be 
laid out, opened or extended, until the damages assessed to individuals 
in consequence thereof shall have been paid, or secured to be paid: And 
provided also, that nothing in this act contained shall be so construed or 
understood as to authorize the corporation of Georgetown to locate, lay 
out, or open any street, lane, alley or other way, through any of the 
squares or lots situated in that part of Thomas Beall's second addition 
to Georgetown, which lies north of Back street, without the consent 
and permission of the owner or proprietor of such square or lot, first 
had and obtained in writing, which consent and permission shall be 
acknowledged in the presence of, and such acknowledgment certified 
by the mayor of the town aforesaid, or some justice of the peace for the 
county of Washington. 

SEC. 5. A.nd be it .further enacted, That the recorder of tl1e corpora
tion shall be, and he is hereby declared to be a member of the board of 
aldermen, to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1809. 
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CHAP, XXXI.-Jln .!lei to aulhnrize /he making of a Turnpike Road from Ma
son's Catiseway, tu .,Jlexandria. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States ef America in Congress asstmblcd, That John Mason, David 
Wiley, Henry Foxall, John Cox and John W. Bronaugh, be, and they 
are hereby appointed and constituted a board of commissioners, a 
majority of whom to constitute a quorum, with full power to receive 
and enter in such hook or books as they may deem proper, by them
selves, or by their agents, subscriptions for raising a capital stock of 
twenty thousand dollars in shares of one hundred dollars each, for the 
purpose of opening, gravelling and improving a road from the west end 
of Mason's causeway to Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, the 
times, places, and manner of receiving and entering subscriptions, and 
the manner of authenticating powers of attorney, or other instruments 
of writing authorizing subscriptions to be made by any person or per
sons, in the name of any other person or persons, to be ascertained by 
said board of commissioners, and duly advertised in such gazettes or 
public prints as they may deem expedient: Provided, that the books for 
receiving and entering subscriptions shall be opened on or before the 
first day of May next, and that no subscription shall be received unless 
the sum of ten dollars be first paid into the hands of such agent or other 
person as said commissioners may authorize to receive it. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when any number of persons 
shall have subscribed one hundred and fifty shares or more of the said 
stock, the said commissioners, or a majority of them may, and when the 
whole number of shares aforesaid shall be subscribed, shall give notice 
in some newspaper, printed in the district of Columbia, of a time and 
place to be by them appointed for the subscribers to proceed to organize 
the said corporation, at which time and place the said subscribers, by a 
majority of votes to be delivered by ballots in person, or by proxy duly 
authorized, shall elect one president and four directors, to conduct the 
business of said company for one year, and until other such officers shall 
be chosen in their place, and may make such rules, orders, and regula
tions, not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United States, 
as shall be necessary for the well being of the affairs of said company: 
Provided always, that no stockholder shall, in person or by proxy, have 
more than ten votes at any election, or in determining any question 
arising at such meeting, whatever number of shares he or she may hold, 
and each stockholder, in person or by proxy, shall be entitled to one vote 
for every share by him or her held under said number; and all persons 
who may then be, or thereafter may become, the actual holders or pro
prietors of shares in the said capital stock, either as subscribers for the 
same, or as the legal representatives, successors, or assignees, of such 
subscribers, shall become one body politic and corporate, in deed and 
in law, by the name and style of the president, directors and company 
of the Georgetown and Alexandria turnpike road, and by the said name 
shall have perpetual succession, and all the privileges incident to a cor
poration, and shall be capable of taking and holding their said capital 
stock, and the increase and profits thereof, and of enlarging the same by 
new subscriptions, if such enlargement shall be found necessary, to fulfil 
the intent of thi·s act, and of purchasing, taking, and holding to them 
and their successors and assigns in fee simple, or for any lesser estate, 
all such lands, tenements, hereditaments and estate, real and personal, 
as shall be necessary or useful to them in the prosecution of their works, 
and of suing and being sued, of having a common seal, the same break
ing and altering at pleasure, and of doing all and every other matter 
and thing concerning the subject aforesaid, which a corporation or body 
politic may lawfully do. 
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SEc. 3. And be it fartlier enacted, That the said company shall meet 
on the first Monday in February, in every year, at such place as shall 
be fixed by their by-laws, for the purpose of choosing such officers as 
aforesaid for the ensning year, in manner aforesaid, and at such other 
times as they shall be snrnmoned by the president and directors afore
said, at which annual or special meetings they shall ,have foll power and 
authority to do and perform any act by law allowed, and pertaining to 
the affairs of said company. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president and directors 
shall procure printed certificates for all the shares of said stock, and 
shall deliver one such certificate, signed by the president, to each person 
for every share by him or her subscribed and held, which certificate shall 
be transferable, at his or her pleasure in person, or by attorney, in the 
presence of the president or treasurer, subject however to all payments 
due or to grow dne therenpon; and the assignee holding snch certificate, 
having caused the assignment to be entered in a book of the company 
to be kept for that purpose, shall be a member of said company, and 
for every certificate by him held, shall be entitled to one share in the 
capital stock and estate of said company; and if any stockholder, after 
thirty days' notice in a public paper printed in each of the towns of 
Alexandria and Georgetown, of the time and place appointed for the 
payment of any portion or dividend of the snm subscribed in said stock, 
shall neglect to pay the same for the space of thirty days after the time 
so appointed, the share or shares on which snch delinquency has taken 
place shall be forfeited to the said company, and may be sold by them 
to any person or persons, willing to purchase, for such price as can be 
obtained, and in case such share or shares should not, on a sale so to be 
made, produce a nett sum equal to the portion or dividends then remain
ing to be paid thereon, such deficiency may be recovered of the person 
or persons, so failing to pay, by warrant from a justice of the peace, if 
the amount shall not exceed twt>nty dollars, and if the sum so due shall 
exceed twenty dollars, the same may be recovered by motion, in the 
name of the said company, on ten days' notice, in any court of record 
in the county or district where the debtor may be found; and in all such 
warrants aud motions the certificate of the clerk or recording officer of 
the said company shall be concln~ive evidence of the defendant's being 
a member of the company, and prim a facie evidence of the amount due 
on the share or shares held by such defendant. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said president and 
directors shall meet at such times and places as shall be agreed upon for 
transacting their business; at which meetings any three members shall 
form a qnorum, who, in the absence of the president, may choose a 
chairman, and shall keep minutes of all their transactions, fairly entered 
in a book; and a quorum being met, they shall have full power and 
authority to appoint a treasurer, and agree with and appoint all such 
surveyors, intendants, artists, or other agents as they shall judge neces
sary to carry on the intended works, and to fix their salaries, wages or 
compensation; to direct and order the times, manner, and proportions, 
when and in which the stockholders shall pay monies due on their 
respective shares; to draw orders on the treasurer for all monies dne 
from the said company, and generally to do and transact all such other 
matters, acts 11nd things, as by the by-laws, rules, and regulations of 
said company, shall be required or permitted. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said president and 
directors shall cause to be surveyed, laid down, ascertained and fixed, 
the said turnpike road, from the west end of Mason's causeway, and 
passing near to the head of the tide water of Four Mile run, at a place 
called Adam's Mill, and thence to the limits of Alexandria, in such 
route or track for the same, as in the best of their judgment and skill 
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will combine shortness of distance with the most convenient ground, 
and the smallest expenditure of money; and it shall be lawful to and 
for the said president and directors, their surveyors and agents, to enter 
upon all and every the lands and enclosures in, through and over which 
the said turnpike road may be thought proper to pass, and to examine 
the ground most proper for the purpose, and the quarries and beds of 
stone, and gravel, and other materials in the vicinity, that will be useful 
in making the said road: Provided, that the said road shall not be so 
laid out as to int~rsect the road laid out and established by the Wash
ington and Alexandria turnpike company, without the consent of the 
said company. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the president and directors, by and with their superintendents, 
artists and labourers, with their tools and instruments, with carts, wagons 
and other carriages, and beasts of draft or burthen, to enter upon the 
lands in, over or near to which the route or tract of the said intended 
road shall pass, first giving notice of their intention to the owners there
of, or their representatives, and doing as little damage thereto as possi
ble, and repairing any breaches they may make in the enclosures thereof, 
and making amends for any damages that may be done, by a reasonable 
agreement, if they can agree; but if they cannot agree, then by appraise
ment, to be made upon oath or affirmation, by three indifferent freehold
ers or any [two] of them agreeing, to be mutually chosen, or if they cannot 
agree in a choice, or if the owners upon due notice shall neglect or re
fuse to join in the choice, then to be appointed by one of the judges of 
the circuit court of the district of Columbia, and having tendered the 
appraised value so as aforesaid to be made, it shall be lawful to cut, dig, 
take, and carry away any logs, stone, gravel, sand, or earth most conve
niently situate for making or repairing said road; and it shall and may 
be lawful for the said president and directors, or a majority of them, to 
agree with the owners of any ground to be occupied by the road, and 
the necessary toll houses and gates for the right thereof; and in case of 
disagreement, or in case the owner thereof shall be a feme covert, under 
age, non compos, or out of the district, on application to one of the 
judges of the said circuit court, the said judge shall issue a warrant, 
directed to the marshal of the district, to summon a jury of twenty-four 
inhabitants of the district of Columbia, of property and reputation, not 
related to the parties, nor in any manner interested, to meet on the land 
to be valued, at a day to be expressed in the warrant, not less than ten, 
nor more than twenty thereafter; and the marshal upon receiving the 
said warrant, shall forthwith summon the said jury, and when met, pro
vided there be not less than twelve, shall administer an oath or affirma
tion to every juryman that shall appear, that he shall faithfully, justly 
and impartially, value the lands and all damages the owner thereof shall 
sustain, by opening the road through such land, according to the best 
of his skill and judgment, and that the inquisition thereupon taken, 
shall be signed by the marshal and by the jurymen present, and returned 
by the marshal to the clerk of the county, to be by him recorded; and 
upon every such valuation, the jury is hereby directed to describe and 
ascertain the bounds of the land by th~m valued; and their valuation 
shall be conclusive upon all persons, and shall be paid by the president 
and directors to the owner of the-land or his or her legal representative, 
and on payment thereof, said land shall be taken and occupied for a 
public road and for the necessary toll houses and gates, for ever. The 
said president and directors shall cause the said road to be laid out, not 
exceeding eighty feet in width, twenty-four feet whereof in breadth, at 
least, shall be made an artificial road of stone, gravel or other hard sub
stance, of sufficient depth or thickness, to secure a solid and firm road, 
with a surface as even as the materials will admit, and so nearly level 

2Z 

541 

Proviso. 

Property thro• 
which the road 
is to pass, ho,v 
to be condemn
ed. 

Proceedings. 

Dimensions 
and quality of 
the road, 



542 

When the tolls 
n1ay become re
ceivable. 

Rates of tolls. 

No gate to he 
erected within 
one mile of Al
exandria. 

Regulations 
to be made by 
the president 
and directors. 

Mile-stones to 
be put up. 

List of tolls to 
be marked on 
the gates. 

TENTH CONGRESS. SESS, II. CH. 31. 1809. 

as that it shall in no place rise or fall more than an angle of four degrees 
with an horizontal line; and the said road shall for ever hereafter be 
maintained and kept in good and perfect repair; and wheresoever any 
bridge over any part of the said road shall be deemed necessary, the 
same shall be built of sound and suitable materials. 

SEc. 8. And be it fartlier enacted, That so soon as the president and 
directors shall have perfected the said road from the west end of Mason's 
causeway to Alexandria, and in the route aforesaid, they shall give pub
lic notice thereof in some newspaper printed in the district of Columbia, 
and it shall be lawful for them thereafter to erect and fix such and so 
many gates or turnpikes not exceeding three, upon and across the said 
road, as shall be necessary and sufficient to collect the tolls herein after 
granted to the said company, and it shall be lawful for them to appoint 
such and so many toll-gatherers as they shall deem necessary to collect 
and receive of and from all and every person and persons using the said 
road, the tolls and rates herein after mentioned, and to stop any person 
or persons, riding, leading, or driving any horses, mules, cattle, hogs, 
sheep, sulkey, chair, chaise, phaeton, chariot, coach, cart, wagon, sleigh, 
sled, or any carriage of burthen or pleasure, from passing through the 
said gates, until the said tolls shall be paid, that is to say; for the whole 
distance in length of said road, and so in proportion for any lesser dis
tance, viz. For every score of sheep, eight cents; for every score of 
hogs, eight cents; for every score of cattle, sixteen cents; for every 
horse or mule with or without a rider, four cents; for every sulkey, 
chair, chaise, or carriage of pleasure, with two wheels and one horse, eight 
cents; for every coach, chariot, stage wagon, coachee, phaeton or chaise, 
with four wheels and two horses, sixteen cents; for any carriage last 
mentioned with fonr horses, twenty cents; for every other carriage of 
pleasure under whatever name it may go, the like sums, according to 
the number of wheels and horses in proportion aforesaid; for every sled 
or sleigh used as a carriage of pleasure, six cents for each horse draw
ing the same; for every sled or sleigh used as a carriage of burden, four 
cents for each horse drawing the same; for every cart or wagon whose 
wheels do not exceed four inches in breadth, five cents for each horse 
drawing the same; for every cart or wagon whose wheels shall exceed 
in breadth four inches, and not exceed seven inches, three cents for 
every horse drawing the same; for every cart or wagon, the breadth of 
whose wheels shall be more than seven inches, and not more than ten 
inches, two cents for every horse drawing the same; for every cart or 
wagon, the breadth of whose wheels shall be more than ten inches and 
not exceed twelve inches, one and a half cents for every horse drawing 
the same; and that all such carriages as aforesaid, to be drawn by oxen 
in the whole or partly by oxen, or to be drawn by mules in whole or 
part, two oxen shall be estimated as equal to one horse in charging all 
the aforesaid tolls, and every mule as equal to one horse: Provided, 
that no turnpike gate shall be erected within one mile of the line of 
the town of Alexandria. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said 
president and directors, by their by-laws, to make any rule or regulation 
respecting the burdens on carriages to be drawn over the said road, 
which shall be deemed reasonable and proper, and from time to time to 
alter the same; and the said president and directors shall cause mile
stones to be placed on the side of said road, noting the distance from 
the north bounds of Alexandria, and at every gate or turnpike, shall 
cause the distance from the north bounds of Alexandria, and the dis
tance from the west end of Mason's causeway, to be marked in legible 
characters on some conspicuous part of said gate; and shall cause, also, 
to be affixed at such places, a printed list of the tolls, which may be de
manded of those using the said road; and for every day the same shall 
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be neglected, they shall forfeit and pay one dollar, to be recovered by 
warrant, by any person who shall sue for the same: all wagoners and 
drivers of all kinds, whether of burden or pleasure, using the said road, 
shall, except when passing by another carriage of slower draft going in 
the same direction, keep their horses and carriage on the right hand 
side of the said road, leaving the other side of the road clear and free 
for other carriages to pass and repass; and if any driver shall offend 
against this provision, he shall forfeit and pay two dollars to any person 
obstructed in his passage, who shall sue for the same, to be recovered, 
with costs, before any justice of the peace, in the same manner as small 
debts are recoverable; and moreover, shall be liable to the party injured, 
by suit at common law, for any special damage done. 

SEc. 10. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the president and directors 
of the said company shall keep, or cause to be kept, fair and just ac
counts of all monies to be received by them from the said commissioners, 
and from the stockholders, or subscribers to the said undertaking, on 
account of their se\·eral subscriptions or shares, and of all monies by 
them to be expended, in the prosecution of their said work, and shall 
once, at least, in every year, submit such accounts to a general meeting 
of the stockholders, until the said road shall be completed, and until all 
the costs, charges, and expenses of effecting the same shall be fully liqui
dated, paid and discharged; and if upon such liquidation, or whenever 
the whole capital stock of the said company shall be nearly expended, it 
shall be found that the said capital stock will not be sufficient to com
plete the said road, according to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, it shall and may be lawful for the said stockholders to be convened 
according to the provisions of this act, or their own by-laws and rules, 
to increase the number of shares to such extent as shall be necessary to 
accomplish the work, and to demand and receive the monies subscribed 
for such shnres, in like manner and under the like penalties, as are 
herein before provided for the original subscriptions, or as shall be pro
vided by their by-laws. 

S1,c. 11. And be it furtltcr enacted, That the said president and 
directors shall also keep, or cause to be kept, just and true accounts of 
all the monies to be received by their several collectors of tolls at the turn
pike gates on the said road, and shall make and declare a half-yearly 
dividend of the clear profits and income thereof, all contingent costs and 
charges being first deducted, among all the holders of said stock, and 
shall publish the half-yearly dividend aforesaid, in some newspaper 
printed in the district of Columbia, and at the time and place when and 
where the same will be paid, and shall cause the same to be paid ac
cordingly. 

Sr:c. 12. And be it furtltcr enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
snid corporation to keep the said road in good repair; and if in neglect 
of their said duty, the said corporation shall at any time suffer the said 
road to be out of repair, so as to be unsafe or inconvenient for passen
gers, the said corporation shall be liable to be presented for such neglect 
before any court of competent jurisdiction, and upon conviction thereof, 
to pay to the United States a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
at the discretion of the court, and shall also be responsible for all dam
ages which may be sustained by any person or persons in consequence 
of such want of repair, tu be recovered in an action of trespass on the 
case in any court competent to try the same: Provided always, and be 
it furtltcr enacted, That whenever the nett proceeds of tolls collected on 
said road shall amount to a sum sufficient to reimburse the capital, 
which shall be expended in the purchase of said land and making said 
road, and twelve per cent. interest per annum thereon, to be ascertained 
by the circuit court of the United States, in and for the district of Colum
bia, in the county of Alexandria, the same shall become a free road, and 
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toll shall be no longer collected thereon; and said company shall an
nually make returns to said circuit court of the amount of tolls collected, 
and of their necessary expenses, so as to enable said circuit court to 
determine when said toll shall cease. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, 
riding. in, or driving any carriage of any kind, or leading, riding or 
driving any horses, sheep, hogs, or any kind of cattle whatever, on said 
road, shall pass through any private gate, bars or fence, or over any 
private way or passage, or pass through any toll-gate under any pretended 
privilege or exemption, to which he or she, or they, may not be entitled, 
or do any act or thing with intent to lessen or evade the tolls for passing 
through the gates established under this act, such person or persons, for 
every such offence, shall forfeit to the said president and directors, not 
less than three, nor more than ten dollars, to be recovered before any 
justice of the peace, with costs, in the same manner that small debts are 
recoverable: Provided, that it shall not be lawful for the company to ask, 
demand or receive from or for persons living on or adjacent to the said 
road, who may have occasion to pass by said road upon the ordinary 
business relating to their farms, so far as the limits of the same may 
extend on the road, who shall not have any other convenient road or 
way by which they may pass from one part to another part thereof, any 
toll for passing on or by the said turnpike. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1809. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-.an .Jl.ct authot·izing an augmentation rf the Marine Corps.(a) 

Be it enacted by t!tc Senate and H~ouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to cause the marine corps in 
the service of the United States, to be augmented, by the appointment 
and enlistment of not exceeding one major, two captains, two first lieu
tenants, one hundred and eighty-five corporals, and five hundred and 
ninety-four privates, who shall be respectively al!owed the same pay, 
bounty, clothing and rations, and shall be employed under the same 
rules and regulations to which the said marine corps are, or shall, be 
entitled and subject. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the passage 
of this act, all enlistments in the said corps, shall be for the term of five 
years, unless sooner discharged, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1809. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-.On .Oct supplemental to the ad intituled ".Jln act for establish
ing ti:ading houses with the Indian tribes."(b) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum, not exceeding 
forty thousand dollars, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated 
for the purpose of carrying on trade and intercourse with the Indian 
nations, in the manner t,rescribed by the act, intituled "An act for 
estahlishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury of the 
United States, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of eight hundred 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any monies in 
the _t:easury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, for an 
add1t10nal clerk in the office of the superintendent of Indian trade. 

(a) See notes of the acts passed relating to the Marine Corps, vol. i. 694. 
(h) See notes to the net of April JS, 1796, chap. 13. 
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SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the proviso to the twelfth 
section of the act, intituled "An act for establishing trading houses 
with the Indian tribes," be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the act to which this is a 
supplement, and also this act, shall, from and after the twenty-first day 
of April next, commence and be continued in force, for and during the 
term of three years, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1809. 

545 

A proviso of a 
former Jaw re
pealed. 

Act of April 
21, 1806, ch, 48. 

Continuance 
of this act and 
of the one to 
which it is a 
supplement. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP. XXXVl.-..in .IJ.ct making appropriations for thP. support of the Military March 3, 1809. 
establishment, and of the Navy of the United States, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and nine. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiues of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expense 
of the military establishment of the United States for the year one thou
sand eight hundred and nine, for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, eight hundred and Specific ap. 
sixty-eight thousand two hundred and forty dollars. propriations. 

For forage, sixty-four thousand six hundred and twenty-four dollars. 
For subsistence, six hundred and forty-one thousand two hundred 

and twenty-eight dollars and thirty-five cents. 
For clothing, two hundred and ninety-three thousand two hundred 

and sixty-four dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, fifteen thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital departments, forty-five thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, two hundred and 

seventy thousand dollars. 
For ordnance, seventy-five thousand dollars. 
For purchasing horses, saddles and bridles for the light dragoons, and 

for the light artillery fifty-one thousand seven hundred and twenty dol
lars. 

For forage for the horses for the regiment of light artillery, ten thou
sand eight hundred dollars. 

For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, two hundred and 
nineteen thousand and thirty-four dollars and seventy-five cents. 

For purchasing maps, plans, books and instruments, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For contingencies, fifty thousand dollars. ' 
For the salary of clerks employed in the military agent's offices, and 

in the office of inspector of the army, three thousand five hundred dol
lars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and twenty-five thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

For the purpose of paying James Powell, late collector of Savannah, 
the amount of monies advanced by him to Solomon Ellis, contractor 
for supplying rations to the troops of the United States, in the state of 
Georgia, including a commission of two per centum to the collector, 
twenty-seven thousand six hundred and twenty-one dollars and eight 
cents. 

For the purpose of paying Ferdinand Phinizy, late contractor for sup
plying the troops in Georgia, a balance due to him as admitted by the 
comptroller of the treasury, on the twenty-fourth of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, one thousand three hundred and ninety
three dollars and thirty-nine cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses 
of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand eight 
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hundred and nine, the following sums, including thuein the sum of 
four hundred thousand dollars, already appropriated by an act, intituled 
" An act authorizing the employment of an additional naval force," the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby respectively appropriated, 
that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
one million three hundred and twenty-three thousand and seventy-seven 
dollars. 

For provisions, five hundred and sixty-seven thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-five dollars. 

For medicines, "instruments and hospital stores, thirty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, four hundred and forty-five thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent, commissions to agents, and other contingent 

expenses, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 

for those on shore, and forage for the staff, one hundred and thirty-five 
thousand six hundred and forty-seven dollars and seventy cents. 

For clothing for the same, thirty-two thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-three dollars and eighty cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand three hundred and 
fifty-four dollars. 

For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all other ex
penses on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, two thou
sand dollars. 

For quartermasters and barrack-masters' stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, fuel, premiums for enlisting, 
musical instruments, bounty to music, and other contingent expenses of 
the marine corps, fourteen thousand one hundred and twenty-five dol
lars. 

For the expense of navy-yards, comprising dock and other improve
ments, pay of superintendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers, sixty 
thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and small arms, one hundred and fifty thousand dol
lars. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVEl>, March 3, 180P 



ACTS OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at tlie first session, whiclt was begun and held at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the twenty
second day of May, 1809, and ended on the twenty-eigMh day of 
June, 1809. 

JAMES MADISON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate; ANDREW GREGG, Pre
sident of the Senate pro tempore, on the 28th of June; J.B. VARNUM, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER 1.-..in Act respecting the sl,ips or 'IJessels owned by citizens or subjects 
ef foreign nations with which commercial intercourse is permitted. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
passing of this act, all ships or vessels owned by citizens or subjects of 
any foreign nation with which commercial intercourse is permitted by 
the act, entituled "An act to interdict the commercial intercourse be
tween the United States and Great Britain and France, and their depen
dencies, and for other purposes," be permitted to take on board cargoes 
of domestic or foreign produce, and to depart with the same for any 
foreign port or place with which such intercourse is, or shall, at the 
time of their departure respectively, be thus permitted, in the same man
ner, and on the same conditions, as is provided by the act aforesaid, for 
vessels owned by citizens of the United States; any thing in the said 
act, or in the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
and harbors of the United States, or in any of the several acts supple
mentary thereto, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, May 30, 1809. 

CHAP. II.-.On Act making further appropriations to complete the fortifications 
commenced for the security if the ports and harbors ef the United States, and to 
erect such fortifications as may be necessary for the protection ef the northern 
and western frontiers ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of 
completing the fortifications commenced for the security of the seaport 
towns and harbors of the United States, and territories thereof; and for 
erecting such fortifications as may, in the opinion of the President of 
the United States be deemed necessary for the protection of the north
ern and western frontiers, there be and hereby is appropriated the sum 
of seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, June 14, 1809. 
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CHAP, 111.-.Bn .11.ct authorizing the appointment of an agent for the land-qffice at 
Kaskaskia, and a/lQWing compensation to the commissioners and clerk. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized to employ an agent, whose com
pensation shall not exceed five hundred dollars in full for all his services, 
for the purpose of appearing before the board of commissioners for ad
justing the claims to land in the Kaskaskia district, in behalf of the 
United States, to investigate the claims for land, and to oppose all such 
as he may deem fraudulent and unfounded. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That five hundred dollars shall be 
allowed to each of the said commissioners and to the clerk of the board, 
as compensation for their services, rendered in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight. 

APPROVED, June 15, 1809. 

CHAP. IV.-An Act supplementary ta an act, entituled "An act making appro
priations for carrying into effect a treaty between the United States and the 
C!tickasaw tribe ef Indians; and to establish a land-qffice in the Mississippi 
Territory." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repnsentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the lands 
ceded to the United States by the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians, as 
lies within the Mississippi territory, and for which a land-office was 
directed to be established, by the second section of the act to which this 
act is a supplement, shall, with the exception of section number sixteen 
in each township, which shall be reserved for the use of schools within 
the same, and with the exception of the salt springs and lands conti
guous thereto, which, by the direction of the President of the United 
States, may be reserved for the future disposal of the said United States, 
be offered for sale to tlie highest bidder, under the direction of the regis
ter of the land-office and of the receiver of public monies, at the place 
where the land-office is established; and on the day or days which shall 
have been designated by proclamation of the President of the United 
States for that purpose, the sales shall remain open for six weeks, and 
no longer; the lands shall not be sold for less than two dollars an acre, 
and shall be sold in tracts of the same size, and in all respects on the 
same terms and conditions as have been or may be by law provided for 
the sale of the other public lands in the Mississippi territory. All the 
lands of the United States in the said district, with the exceptions above 
mentioned, remaining unsold at the close of the public sales, may be 
disposed of at private sale, by, the register of the land-office, in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, for the same price, and on the same 
terms and conditions as are or may be provided by law, for the sale of 
the lands of the United States in the Mississippi territory; and patents 
shall be obtained for lands sold in said district, in the same manner, and 
on the same terms as are provided by law for other public lands sold in 
the Mississippi territory. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the superintendents of the 
public sales, directed by this act, shall each receive six dollars a day, for 
every day's attendance on the said sales. 

APPROVED, June 15, 1809. 
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CHAP, V .-.B.n .B.ct to continue in force "..i.n act declaring the assent of Congress 
to a certain act of the state of South Carolina, passed the twentyjirst of Decem
ber, one thousand eight hundred and four.'' 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act of the twenty
eighth of March, one thousand eight hundred and six, entituled "An act 
declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the state of South Caro
lina, passed on the twenty-first day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and four, so far as the same relates to authorizing the city 
council of Charleston to impose and collect a duty on the tonnage of 
vessels from foreign ports," be and the same is hereby continued in 
force from the passage of this act for five years, and thence to the end 
of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, June 15, 1809. 

CHAP, VII.-..in .B.ct to fix the time for tlte next meeting of Congress. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjournment of 
the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the fourth 
Monday of November next. 

APPROVED, June 24, 1809. 

CHAP, Vlll.-.9n .!let for the remission o/ certain penaltie.~ and forfeitures, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to remit any penalty or 
forfeiture which may have been incurred in consequence of the violation 
of any of the provisions of the act, entituled "An act to prohibit the im
portation of slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, from and after the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and eight," by any person who may 
have been concerned in bringing into any port or place within the juris
diction of the United States, any slave or slaves, owned by any person 
or persons, who shall have been forcibly expelled from the island of 
Cuba, by order of the government thereof: and the President of the 
United States is hereby further authorized to release all vessels and other 
effects, which may have b'een or may hereafter be seized therefor: Pro
vided, that he shall be first satisfied in every case, that the person thus 
concerned in bringing in such slave or slaves as aforesaid, was impelled 
thereto, by circumstances which, in the judgment of the President of the 
United States, would justify the act; and without any intention on the 
part of such person voluntarily to evade any of the provisions of the act 
aforesaid: And provfrled also, that such slave or slaves shall have been 
brought into the United States in the same vessel and at the same time 
as their owner or owners respectively. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to make any arrangement with 
the minister plenipotentiary of France, which he may deem necessary 
and proper for transporting such of the unfortunate exiles from the said 
island of Cuba, with their effects, as shall desire to depart from the 
United States to any port or place within the territories of France, her 
colonies or dependencies, any law to the contrary notwithstanding: 
Provided, that the vessels transporting the same shall depart only in 
ballast, and without taking on board any other cargo than such sea 
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stores as may be deemed necessary for the voyage in every case. And 
to enable the President to carry into effect any such arrangement, as 
well as for supplying, temporarily, such of the unfortunate exiles with the 
necessaries of subsistence, as may be in actual want thereof, there be 
appropriated the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary for these objects, to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated: Provided !towever, that all monies 
which may be drawn out of the treasury, in virtue of this act, shall be 
charged to the French government, under such stipulations for reim
bursing the same, on the part of the minister plenipotentiary of France, 
as, in the judgment of the President. may be deemed proper for that 
object. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That all claim and demand of the 
United States to any monies arising from the sale of the ship Clara, sold 
in pursuance of a decree of the district court for Orleans district, holden 
in March, one thousand eight hundred and nine, be, and the same is 
hereby relinquished and remitted to Andrew Foster and Jacob P. Giraud, 
late owners of the said ship Clara, any thing in any former law to the con
trary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

CHAP. IX.-Jln Jlct to amend and continue in force certain parts qf the act enti
tuled "Jln act to interdict t!te commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France, and their dependenries, and for other pur
posoo." 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and 1-Iouse ef Representatives ef tlte United 
Stales of America in Congress assembled, That the third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, seventeenth and eighteenth 
sections of the act, entituled "An act to interdict the commercial inter
course between the United States and Great Britain and France and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes," shall continue in force until 
the end of the next session of Congress: Promded, that nothing therein 
contained shall be construed to prohibit any trade or commercial inter
course which has been or may be permitted in conformity with the pro
visions of the eleventh section of the said act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all acts repealed, or men
tioned or intended to be repealed by the said act to interdict commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, shall be and remain repealed, notwithstanding 
any part of the same act which has been or may hereafter be revoked 
or annulled, or which may expire by its own l'lrnitation: Provided, that 
all the penalties and forfeitures which may have been incurred, or shall 
hereafter be incurred on account of any infraction of the act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States, or of any of the acts supplementary thereto, or of the act to 
enforce and make more effectual an act, entituled "An act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States," or of any of the provisions of the act to interdict the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Britain and France and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes, shall after the expiration of 
any of the said acts or of any provision thereof, be recovered and dis
tributed in like manner as if the said acts and every provision thereof 
had continued in full force and virtue, 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act, no ship or vessel, except such as may be chartered or employed 
for the public service by the President of the United States, shall be per
mitted to depart for any foreign port or place with which commercial 
intercourse has not been or may not be permitted by virtue of this act, 
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or of the act to interdict the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France· and their dependencies, and for 
other purposes. And no ship or vessel hound to a foreign port or place 
with which commercial intercourse has been or may be thus permitted, 
except such as may be chartered or employed as aforesaid, shall be al
lowed to depart, unless the owner or owners, consignee or factor of such 
ship or vessel shall, with the master, have given bond with one or more 
sureties to the United States, in a sum double the value of the vessel 
and cargo, that the vessel shall not proceed to any port or place with 
which commercial intercourse is not thus permitted, nor be directly or 
indirectly engaged, during ·the voyage, in any trade with such port or 
place. And if any ship or vessel shall, contrary to the provisions of this 
section, depart from any port of the United States, without clearance, or 
without having given bond in the manner above mentioned, such ship 
or vessel, together with her cargo, shall be wholly forfeited, and the 
owner or owners, agent, freighter or factors, master or commander of 
sui;h ship or vessel, shall moreover severally forfeit and pay a sum equal 
to the value of the ship or vessel, and of the cargo put on board the 
same: Provided always, that the provisions of the eleventh section of 
the act to "interdict the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France and their dependencies, and for 
other purposes, shall extend to the prohibitions imposed by this section ; 
which prohibitions shall cease to operate in the manner and under the 
limitations prescribed by the eleventh section aforesaid, in relation to 
any nation with which commercial intercourse may hereafter be per
mitted, in conformity with the provisions of the eleventh section afore
said. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
arising under, or incurred by virtue of this act, shall, during the con
tinuance and after the expiration thereof, be recovered and distributed, 
and may be remitted or mitigated in the manner prescribed by the act 
to interdict the commercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France and their dependencies, and for other purposes, 
and the acts therein referred to. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlicr enacted, That all the vessels which may 
have arrived at any port or place within the United States from Great 
Britain, her colonies or depeudencies, between the twentieth day of 
May and the eleventh of June, one thousand eight hundred and nine, 
shall be exempted from all the forfeitures and penalties incurred in. con
sequence of any violation of any of the provisions of the said act to in
terdict the commercial intercourse between the United States and Great 
Britain and France and their dependencies. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

CHAP, X.-An .11.ct supplementary to the act, entituled ".9n act maki~ further 
provision for the support ef public credit, and for the redemption ef the public 
debt." 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and HMse of Representatives ef the Unit~d 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the P?wers vested m 
the commissioners of the sinking fund, by the tenth section of the act to 
which this act is a supplement, shall extend to all the cases of reimburse
ment of any instalments or parts of the capital, or principal, of the public 
debt now existing, which may become payable according to law. And 
in every case in which a loan may be made accordingly, it shall be law
ful for such loan to be made of the Bank of the United States, any thing 
in any act of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVEo,June28,1809. 
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STATUTE I. 

ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 1800. 

CHAP. XI.-.dn .dct making an appropriation to .finish and furnish the Senate 
chamber, and for other purposes. 

Be it enricted by the Senate and House of Representatives f!f the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That to defray the expenses 
of finishing and furnishing the permanent Senate chamber, its committee 
rooms, lobbies and other apartments, the sum of fifteen thousand dol
lars is appropriated, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to defray the expense incur
red in fitting up the temporary Senate chamber, and repairing and pro
viding articles of furniture, the further sum of sixteen hundred dollars 
be appropriated, the same to be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

CHAP. XII.-An .dct to suspend for a limited time the recruiting service. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of Amei-ica in Congress assembled, That so much of the act 
entituled "An act to raise for a limited time an additional military force," 
as authorizes the enlisting of men for the term of five years, unless sooner 
discharged, be and the same is hereby suspended until twenty days after 
the next meeting of Congress. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

CHAP. XIV.-:.in Act freeing from postage all letters and packets from ThOTTU# 
Jefferson. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives <if the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and packets 
from Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United States, during his 
life, shall be received and conveyed by post, free of postage. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

June 2S, 1809. CHAP, XV .-.11.n Act making apprcrpriations for defraying the ~nse ef station
ery, printing, and all other contingent expenses rf the Senate and House rf 
Representatives, during the present session rf Congress. 

Appropriation. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 

STATUTE I. 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expense 
of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, during the present session of Congress, 
the sum of nine thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated, 
payable out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

June 28, 1809. CHAP. XVI.-An Act authorizing the accounting qfficers rf the Treasury Depart
ment to give credit to certain collectors rf the customs for allowances paid by them 
to the owners and crews rf fcshing vessels. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ~fthe United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the accounting officers 
of the treasury department be, and they are hereby authorized, in set
tling the accounts of the collectors of the customs, to give them credit 
for the respective sums which have been or may be paid for allowances 
to the owners and crews of fishing vessels, in lieu of drawback of the 
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duties paid on the salt used by the same, to the thirty-first of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and seven. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

CHAP. XVII.-.Rn .!Jct concerning the Naval Establishment. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represmtatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States, in the event of a favourable change in our foreign relations, be and 
he is hereby authorized to cause to be discharged from actual service 
and laid up in ordinary, such of the frigates-and public armed vessels, 
as in his judgment a due regard to the public security and interest will 
permit. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much of the first section 
of an act, entituled "An act to authorize the employment of an addi
tional naval force," passed at the last session of Congress, as requires 
the public armed vessels to be stationed at such ports and places on the 
sea-coast, or to cruise on the sea-coast of the United States and territories 
thereof, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1809. 

VoL. II.-70 3A 
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ACTS OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
OF THE 

UN IT E D ST ATE S, 

Passed at the second session, whicli was begun and held at the City of 
Wasliington, in the District of Coluinbia, on Monday, the twenty
seventh day of November, 1809, and ended on the .first day of May, 
1810. 

JAMES MADISON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; ANDREW GREGG, Presi
dent of the Senate pro tempore, from the 9th to the 19th of Decem
ber, 1809; JOHN GAILLARD, President of the Senate pro tempore, on 
the 2d of March, and from the 20th of April to the 1st of May, 1 SlO; 
J. B. VARNUM, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAPTER I.-.dn .9.ct to authorize tlte transportation of certain Documents free 
qf postage. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the members of Congress, 
the secretary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representa
tives, be, and they are hereby respectively authorized to transmit free of 
postage, the message of the President of the United States, of the twenty
ninth of November, one thousand eight hundred and nine, and the docu
ments accompanying the same, printed by order of the Senate, and by 
order of the House of Representatives, to any post-office within the 
United States, and territories thereof, to which they may direct; any law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, December 9, 1809. 

CHAP. II.-.9.n .9.ct supplemental to an act entituled "Jin act extending tlte right 
qf suffrage in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives oftlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the governor of the In
diana territory, for the time being, be, and he is hereby authorized and 
empowered to apportion the representatives among the several counties 
in said territory, as he shall think proper, having regard to the numbers 
limited in the fourth section of the act to which this is a supplement, 
and to issue his writ for the election of such representatives agreeably 
to the apportionment which he may make, at such time as he shall deem 
most convenient for the citizens of the several counties in said territory. 

SEC. 2. And be it furt/ier enacted, That so soon as the legislature of 
said territory shall be convened, the number of representatives in each 
county thereof shall be regulated by the general assembly. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any vacancy shall 
occur in the legislative council, by death, resignation or removal from 
office, or when from either of said causes there shall be no delegate from 
said territory to the Congress of the United States, the governor shall 
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in either case be authorized to issue his proclamation, directing an elec
tion to be held to supply such vacancy according to law. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1809. 

CHAP. III.-.dn Jl.ct extending the time ;or issuing and locating military land 
warrants. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be authorized to issue military land warrants to such persons as have or 
shall, before the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen, produce to him satisfactory evidence of the validity of their 
claims; which warrants, with those heretofore issued and not yet satis
fied, shall, and may be located in the names of the holders or proprie
tors thereof, prior to the first day of October, one thousand eight hun
dred and thirteen, on any unlocated parts of the fifty quarter townships 
and the fractional quarter townships, reserved by law for original holders 
of military land warrants. 

APPROVED, December 19, 1809. 

CHAP. V.-.8n .Bet to revive and continue in force fur a fiirtlter time, the first 
section of the act entituled "Jin act further to protect the commerce and seamen 
of the United States, against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of A11Jerica in Congress a.ssembled, That so much of the act 
passed on the twenty-fifth day of March,* one thousand eight hundred 
and four, entituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen 
of the United States, against the Barbary powers," as is contained in 
the first section of the said act, ( and which was revived and continued 
in force, for the time therein mentioned, by an act, entituled "An act to 
revive and continue in force, for a further time, the first section of the 
act, entituled An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the 
United States, against the Barbary powers," passed the tenth day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and nine,) be, and the same hereby 
is revived and continued in force, until the fourth day of March, one 
thqusand eight hundred and eleven: Provided however, that the addi
tional duty laid by the said section, shall be collected on all such goods, 
wares and merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall have been im
ported previous to that day. 

APPROVED, January 12, 1810. 

CHAP. VIII.-Jl.n Act in addition to the "Jict to i-egulate the laying out and mak
ing a road from Cumberland, in the state of Maryland, to the state cf Ohio. "(a) 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and Hause of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the unex
pended balance of the sum heretofore appropriated for the laying out 
and making a road from Cumberland, in the state of Maryland, to the 
state of Ohio, the sum of sixty thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, and to be expended under the direction of the Pre
sident of the United States, in making said road between Cumberland 
in the state of Maryland, and Brownsville in the state of Pennsylvania, 
commencing at Cumberland; which sum of sixty thousand dollars, shall 
be paid out of the fund reserved for laying out and making roads to the 
state of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of an act, passed on the 

(a) See notes to act of March 29, 1806, chap. 19. 
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thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, entituled 
Act of April "An act to enable the people of the eastern division of the territory 

30, 1802, ch. 40. northwest of the river Ohio, to form a constitution and state govern
ment, and for the admission of such state into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original states, and for other purposes." 

STATUTE II. 

Feb. 24, 1810. 
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APPROVED, February 14, 1810. 

CHAP. XI.-.dn .11ct tu prescribe the mode in which application shall be made 
for the purchase of land at the several land-offiees; and for the relief tf Joa:b 
Garret. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and HQUse of Representatives ef the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That.from and after the first 
day of June next, every person making application at any of the land
offices of the United States, for the purchase at private sale of a tract 
of land, shall produce to the register a memorandum in writing, describ
ing the tract, which he shall enter by the proper number of the section, 
half section, or quarter, ( as the case may be,) and of the township and 
range, subscribing his name thereto, which memorandum the register 
shall file and preserve in his office. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That Joab Garret shall be per
mitted to withdraw his entry, made on the second day of September, 
one thousand eight hundred and seven, at the land-office at Vincennes, 
from the northwest quarter section, number two, township number seven, 
south range number seven west; and the money paid by him on the said 
entry, shall be placed to his credit, on any purchase he shall or may have 
made of public land in the same district. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1810. 

CHAP, XII.-.On .IJ.ct further to provide for the refugees from _the British pro
vinces uf Canada and Nova &otia, and for ot!,er purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That all persons having claims 
under the resolutions of Congress, passed the twenty-third day of April, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, and the thirteenth of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, as refugees from the 
British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, shall transmit to the war 
office, within two years after the passing of this act, a just and true 
account of their claims to the bounty of Congress. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That no other person shall be enti
tled to the benefits of the provisions of this act, than those of the follow
ing descriptions, or thei, widows and heirs, viz: First, those heads of 
families and single persons, not members of any such families, who 
were residents in one of the provinces aforesaid, prior to the fourth day 
of July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, and who aban
doned their settlements, in consequence of having given aid to the 
united colonies or states, in the revolutionary war, against Great Britain, 
or with intention to give such aid, and continued in the United States, 
or in their service during the said war, and did not return to reside in 
the dominions of the king of Great Britain, prior to the twenty-fifth day 
of November, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. Secondly, 
the widows and heirs of all such persons as were actually residents as 
aforesaid, who abandoned their settlements as aforesaid, and died within 
the United States, or in their service during the said war; and thirdly, 
all persons who were members of families at the time of their coming 
into the United States, and who during the war entered into their ser
vice. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the proof of the several cir
cumstances necessary to entitle the applicants to the benefits of this act, 
may be taken before a judge of the supreme or district court of the 
United States, or a judge of the supreme or superior court, or the first 
justice or first judge of the court of common pleas, or county court of 
any state. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That at the expiration of fifteen 
months from and after the passing of this act, and from time to time 
thereafter, it shall be the duty of the secretary for the department of 
war, to lay such evidence of claims as he may have received, before the 
secretary and comptroller of the treasury, and with them proceed to 
examine the testimony, and give their judgment, what quantity of land 
ought to be allowed to the individual claimants, in proportion to the 
degree of their respective services, sacrifices and sufferings, in conse
quence of their attachment to the cause of the United States; allowing 
to those of the first class a quantity not exceeding one thousand acres, 
and to the last class a quantity not exceeding one hundred, making such 
intermediate classes, as the resolutions aforesaid and distributive justice 
may, in their judgment require, and make report thereof to Congress. 
And in case any such claimant shall have sustained such losses ·and 
sufferings, or performed such services for the United States, that he can
not justly be classed in any one general class, a separate report shall be 
made of his circumstances, together with the quantity of land that ought 
to be allowed him, having reference to the foregoing ratio: Provided, 
that in considering what compensation ought to be made by virtue of 
this act, all grants, except military grants, which may have been made 
by the United States or individual states, shall be considered at the just 
value thereof, at the time the same were made respectively, either in 
whole or in part, as the case may be, a satisfaction to those who may 
have received the same: Provided also, that no claim under this law 
shall be assignable, until after report made to Congress as aforesaid, and 
until the said lands be granted to the persons entitled to the benefit of 
this act. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That all claims in virtue of said 
resolutions of Congress, which shall not be exhibited as aforesaid, within 
the time by this act limited, shall for ever thereafter be barred: Provided, 
that no patent shall be issued to any person who may hereafter establish 
his claim under the said act, until he produce satisfactory evidence to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, that he is at the time then being, a resi
dent within the United States. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1810. 

CHAP, XIII.-..in Act making appropriations fa,; the suppurt ef Government 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ofth~ United 
Stales of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list, in the present year, including the contin~ent expenses of 
the several departments and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for t~e supl?ort of !he mint 
establishment; for the expense of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public pie~s; _for defray
ing the expenses of surveying the public lands, and for sattsfymg certain 
miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the same hereby are 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of th~ Senate and 
House of Representatives their officers and attendants, estimated for a 1 

3 A 2 

li67 

Proofs, before 
whom to be 
taken. 

Secretary of 
War to Jay the 
evidence of 
claims before 
the secretary 
and comptroller 
of the treasury, 
and with them 
to decide upon 
the measure of 
relief. 

In what cases 
separate reports 
are to be made. 

Proviso. 

Proviso. 

Claims to be 
exhibited, 
otherwise bar
red. 

Proviso. 

STATUTE II. 

Feb. 26, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 

Specific ap
propriations, 



558 ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 13. 1810. 

Specific ap• session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
propriations. thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, thirty-four thousand 
dollars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress_ and for the 
librarian's allowance for the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em-
1806, ch, 41. ployed in that department, including the sum of one thousand four hun

dred and seventy-eight dollars for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed l.iy the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fourteen thousand and thirty-eight dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

:For printing and distributing the laws of the first and second session 
of the eleventh Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, six thou
sand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand dollars 
for clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty
first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, sixteen thousand 
seven hundred dollars. 

For the expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the 
person employed in transmitting passports and sea letters, and for sta
tionery in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per-
1806, ch. 41. sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand six hun

dred and thirty-nine dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fourteen thousand six hundred and sixteen 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the auditor's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For c-ompensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For compensation to the messenger and doorkeeper of the register's 
office, for stamping and arranging the ship registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and all other incidental and con
tingent expenses in the register's office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine records, two thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental expenses of the treasury 
department, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of printing and stating the public accounts 
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for the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, one thousand two Specific ap-
hundred dollars. propriations. 

For the purchas.e of books, maps and charts, for the use of the trea
.sury department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build
ings and record:;i of the treasury department, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and ten, including the expense of two watchmen 
the repairs of two fire engihes, buckets, lanterns, and other incidentai 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks, and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent expenses 
of the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks, 
and persons employed in hi!; office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the paymaster's office, 
three thousand four 'hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office, two hundred dollars. 
For compensation of additional clerks in the office of the superin

tendent of Indian trade, eight hundred dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks, and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent and 
fuel for the said office, four thousand six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent expenses 
in the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensaticn to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and ten dolla~s. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster-
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 1806, eh. 41. 
including the sum of one thousand five hundred and forty-five dollars, 
for compensation to clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, sixteen 
thousand dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c. pertaining to the Postmaster-General's office, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and 
for allowances to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to 
defray the authorized expense of the several loan offices, fifteen thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general and his clerks, three thou
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands iouth of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, and for. stationery, and other 
contingencies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
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Specific ap. The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
propriations. The assayer, one thournnd five hundred dollars. 

The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two clerks, at five hundred dollars each, one thousand dollars. 
For wages to the persons employed in the different branches of melt-

ing, coining, carpenter's, millwright's and smith's work, including the 
sum of one thousand dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant coiner 
and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron-work, and 
of six hundred dollars per annum allowed to an assistant engraver, eight 
thousand dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cast-rollers and screws, timber, bar-iron, lead, 
steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, two thousand, 
seven hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the terri
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. 

For expense of stationery and other contingent expenses of said terri
tory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, seven thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Michi
gan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Louis
iana territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and 9ther contingent expenses 
of the said territory, fhree hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Illinois 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, two thou
sand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the several departments 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex
ceeding for each department respectively, fifteen per centum, in addi
tion to the sums allowed by the act, entituled "An act to regulate and 

1806, ch. 41. fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes," thirteen thousand two hundred 
and sixty-nine dollars and thirty-two cents. 

For compensation granted by law, to the chief justice, the associate 
judges and district judges of the United States, including the chief 
justice and two associate judges for the district of Columbia; to the 
attorney-general, and to the district judge of the territory of Orleans, 
fifty-nine thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attorneys of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 
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For compensation granted to the several marshals for the districts of Specific ap. 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ken- propriations. 
tucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee and Orleans, two thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in a.id of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties, and for defraying·the expenses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment _of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United States, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and ten, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, stakeages of channels, bars and shoals, and certain contin
gent expenses, sixty-eight thousand one hundred and thirty-one dollars 
and four cents. 

For erecting a lighthouse on St. Simon's island, in Georgia, and 
placing buoy or buoys on or near the bar of St. Simon'f!, being the 
balance of former appropriations carried to the surplus fund, nine thou
sand and fifty dollars. 

For erecting a beacon and placing buoys near the entrance of Savan
nah river, being an expense incurred under the act of the sixteenth day 
of July, seventeen hundred and ninety-eight, (a former appropriation for 
the same object having been carried to the credit of the surplus fund,) 
two thousand four hunJred and ninety-four dollars and eighty-nine 
cents. 

For erecting lighthouses at the mouth of the Mississippi river, and at 
or near the pitch of Cape Lookout, in North C<1rolina, being the amount 
of an additional appropriation carried to the surpl11s fund, filly-five thou
sand dollars. 

For building a lighthouse at Naushawn island, near Tarpaulin cove, 
in Massachm1etts, being a balance of former appropriation carried to the 
surplus fund, two thousand four hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For rebuilding the lighthouse on North island, at the entrance of 
Winyaw bay, in South Carolina, being the amount of appropriation car
ried to the surplus fund, twenty thousand dollars. 

For fixing buoys and stakes in and along the channel in Winyaw bay, 
leading to the harbor of Georgetown, South Carolina, being the amount 
of appropriation carried to the surplus fund, one thous;md five hundred 
dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Point Judith, Rhode Island, in addition 
to the appropriation heretofore made for that purpose, two hundred dol
lars. 

For defraying the ,expense of f!urveying the public land.s within the 
several territories of the United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For repaying the Bank of the United States, 1/-sum advanced to the 
l~e collector of New Orleans, to enable him to pay drawbacks, one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, forty-nine thou1,and 
four hµnd,red dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

for expense$ of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

Vox.. II.-71 
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Specific ap. For the contingent expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, 
propriations. fifty thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, includ
ing the sum of twenty thousand dollars to reimburse the bankers of the 
United States in London, and others, sums heretofore advanced by them 
for this object, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of Great 
Britain, in relation to captures of American vessels, and defending 
causes elsewhere, six thousand dollars. 

To enable the accounting officers of the treasury formally to pass the 
accounts of Timothy Pickering, late secretary for the department of 
state, the sum of seventy-eight thousand five hundred and eighty-three 
dollars and eleven cents, being the amount of former appropriations of 
monies received and expended by him in that department, by the appli
cation of snrpluses in some articles and appropriations to others in 
which the appropriations .were deficient. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
1790, ch. 34. herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 

hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

STATUTE II. 

Morch 2, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 

Specific ap
propriations. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1810. 

CHAP, XIV.-.8n .!let making appropriations for the support ef the Navy ef the 
United Stutts, for lite year one thousand eigltt hundred and ten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative.~ efthe United 
States of America in Coll{{ress assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, the following sums be, and the same are hereby respec-
tively appropriated, th_at is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
seven hundred and eighteen thousand one hundred and fifteen dol
lars. 

For provisions, three hundred and fifty-three thousand six hundred 
and ten dollars and eighty-four cents. 

For medicines, instruments and hospital stores, sixteen thousand 
dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent, commissions to agents and other contingent 

expenses, seventy-five thousand dollars. 
For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions for 

those on shore and forage for the staff, one hundred and forty thousand 
one hundred and twenty-one dollars and forty cents. 

For clothing for the same, thirty-eight thousand three hundred and 
ninety-four dollars and seventy cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand three hundred and 
ninety-eight dollars and seventy-five cents. 

For medicines, medical services, hospital stores and all other expenses 
on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, two thousand 
dollars. 

For quartermasters and barrack-masters' stores, officers' travelling 
expen~es, armorers and carpenters' bills, fuel, premiums for enlisting, 
musical instruments, bounty to music, and other contingent expenses of 
the marine corps, fifteen thousand dollars. 
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For the expense~ of navy yards, comprising dock and other improve
ments, pay of supenntendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers, seventy
five thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and small arms, seventy-five thousand dollars. 
SEc, 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 

appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.. -

APPROVED, March 2, 1810. 

563 

STATUTE II, 

CHAP, XV.-Jln .Bet making appropriations for the support ef the Military March 2, 1810. 
establisl,ment 'If the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
ten. [Obsolete,1 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and lluuse uf Representatives of the United 
States of America in Con«rcss assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the military establishment of the United States, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and ten, for the Indian department, and for 
the expense of fortifications, arsenal;:;, magazinf>s and armories, the fol
lowing sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that 
is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, eight hundred and sixty- Specific ap-
nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars. propriations. 

For forage, sixty-four thousand six hundred and twenty-four dollars. 
For subsistence, six hundred and eighty-five thousand five hundred 

and thirty-two dollars and five cents. 
For clothing, two hundred and ninety-three thousand eight hundred 

and four dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, thirty thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital departments, fifty thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, two hundred and 

seventy thousand dollars. 
For ordnance, two hundred thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, including two 

thousand dollars for such a number of additional military storekeepers 
as may be required, two hundred and eighty-three thousand five hundred 
and seventy-four dollars and seventy-five cents. 

For purchasing maps, plans, books and instruments, two thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For contingencies, fifty thousand dollars. 
For the salary of clerks employed in the military agents' offices, and 

in the office of inspector of the army, three thousand five hundred dol
lars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and forty-six thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1810. 

UHAP, XVT,-Jln .B.ct for the appointment if an.additional j'-!dge, an~ ~t~nd: 
ing the right of suffrage to the citizens ef Madison county, zn the Mississippi 
territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House rif Representr:~ives of tlte Un_ited 
States of Amcric~ i7: (!onf{ress_ assembled! That the c1t1zens of Madison 
county, in the M1ss1ss1pp1 territory, qualified accordmg to law, be and 

STATUTE II. 

March 2, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 

The citizens 
of Madison 
county to elect 
one representa. 
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tive and to vote 
for one delegate 
from the territo
ry to Congress. 

Additional 
judge to be ap
pointed to reside 
in Madison 
county. 

1804, ch. 59. 

Superior court 
of Adams coun
ty may re-exam. 
ine, and reverse 
or affirm the 
judgments of 
Washington and 
Madison courts. 

When acting 
as an appellate 
court, superior 
court of Adams 
to consist of two 
judges. 

Legislature 
authorized to 
establish supe
rior courts. 

Part of a for. 
mer act repeal
ed. 

1804, ch. 59. 

STATUTE II. 

March 26, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 
A general 

etithneration to 
be made under 
the supe.rintend
ence·ofthe mar
shals. 

ELEVENTH CONGRESS. Sti:ss. II. CH. 17. 1810. 

they are hereby authorized to elect one representative to the general 
assembly of said t'erritory, and also to vote for one delegate from said 
territory, to the Congress of the United States, which election shall be 
held at the same time, and in the same manner as is or may be provided 
by law for the elections in the several counties of said territory. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That an additional judge shall be 
appointed for the Mississippi territory, who shall reside in said county 
of Madison, and have the same compensation, which is by law allowed 
to the other judges of said territory, and shall possess and exercise the 
same powers and jurisdiction within said county, which are possessed 
and exercised in the county of \Vashington in said territory, by the 
judge appointed by virtue of an act, entituled "Au act for the appoint
ment of an itdditi611al judge for the Mississippi territory and for other 
purposes," passed the twenty-seventh of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and four. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlicr enacted, That all final judgments and de
crees, :rendere·d in the superior courts of said counties of Washington 
and Madison, may he re-examined and reversed or affirmed, by the supe
rior court of Adams county in said territory, upon a writ of error issued 
from said superior court; which said superior court is hereby empowered, 
upon the reversal of any judgment or decree of said courts of Washing
ton and Madison counties, to render such judgment as the court from 
whence the cause may have been remo\'ed ou-ght to have :rendered; 
except where a jury may be requ'isite to try issues or assess damages. 
In which cases the cause shall be remanded to the court where it origi
nated; there to he proceeded in. And sa·id superior court of Adams 
county, when sitting on the trial of any cause removed as aforesaid, 
shall be composed of not less than two judges. 

SEC. 4. And be it furt!ier enacted, That the legislature of said terri
tory shall have pmver and is hereby authorized, to establish a Superior 
co1:irt 'in each county, which has been or tnay be formed within the 
bounds which compose the former district or coomy of Washington, to 
be holden by the judge who holds the superior court of Washington 
county in said territory, which courts and the courts of Madison county 
to be holden at s11eh titnes and places as said legislature may direct. 
And all final judgments and decrees to be rendered by any superior 
court so established, may be re-examined and reversed or affirmed in 'the 
manner prescribed by the third section of this act, and the conditions on 
which any writ of error shall be obtained, and all other proceedings 
relative thereto, may be regulated by said legislattire. 

SEc. 5. And be it futther enacted, That so much of the act, entituled 
"An act for the appointµient of an additional judge for the Mississippi 
territory, and for other purposes," passed the twenty-seventh day of 
March, one thousand eight hctndred and four, as comes within the pur
view of this act, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

AI'PRovE.i>, Match 2, 1810. 

CHAP. XVII.-An Act providing far the third census or enumeration ef the in
habitants ef the United States. (a) 

Be it enacted b.1/ tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
State·s of Ametica in Congress assembled, That the marshals of the seve
ral districts· of the United States and of the district of Columbia, and the 
secretaries of the Mississippi territory, of the Indiana territory, of the 
Michigan territory, of the Illinois territory, of the Louisiana·territory, and 

(a) See notes to act of March 1, 1790, chap. 2, vol. i. 101, 
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of the Orleans territory respectively sh'all be, and they are hereby autho
rized and required, under the direction of the Secretary of State, and 
according to such instructions as he shall give pursuant to this act, to 
cause the number of the inhabitants within their respective districts and 
territories to be taken, omitting in such enumeration Indians not taxed, 
and distinguishing free persons, including those bound to service for a 
term of years, from all others; distinguishing also the sexes and colours 
of free persons, and t:11e free males un?er ten years of age; and those of 
ten years and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under twenty-six; those 
of twentyJsix and under forty-five; those of forty-five and upwards. 
And distinguishing free females under ten years of age; those of ten 
years and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under twenty-six_; those 
of twenty-six and under forty-five; those of forty-five and upwards; for 
effecting of which, the marshals and secretaries aforesaid shall have 
power, and hereby are respectively authorized and required, to appoint 
one or more assistants in each county and city, in their respective dis
tricts and territories, residents of the county and city for which they 
shall be appointed, and shall assign a certain division of his district or 
territory to each assistant, which division shall not consist of more than 
one county or city; but may consist of one or more towns, townships, 
wards, hundreds, or parishes, plainly and distinctly bounded by water 
courses, mountains, public roads or other monuments: and the said 
enumeration shall be made by an actual inquiry at every dwelling
house, or of the head of every family within each district, and not other
wise : the marshals or secretaries, as the case may be, and their assist
ants, shall respectively take an oath or affirmation, before some judge 
or justice of the peace resident within their respective districts or terri
tories, previous to their entering on the duties by this act required. The 
oath or affirmation of the marshal or secretary shall be as follows: "I, 
A. B. marshal of the district of ( or secretary of the terri
tory of as the case may be) do solemnly swear, or affirm, 
that I will well and truly cause to be made, a just and perfect enumera
tion and description of all persons resident within my district, (or terri
tory) and return the same to the Secretary of State, agreeably to the 
directions of an act of Congress, entituled An act providing for the third 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, accord
ing to the best of my ability." The oath or affirmation of an assistant 
shall be; "I, A. B. do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will make a 
just and perfect enumeration and description of all persons resident 
within the division assigned to me for that purpose, by the marshal of 

( or the secretary of the territory of as 
the case may be) and make due return thereof to the said marshal (or 
secretary) agreeably to the directions of an act of Congress, entituled 
An act providing for the third census or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the United States, according to the best of my abilities." The enu
meration shall commence on the first Monday of August next, and shall 
close within nine calendar months thereafter. The several assistants 
shall, \vithin the said nine months, transmit to the marshals or secretaries, 
by whom they shall be respectively appointed, accurate returns of all 
persons, except Indians not taxed, within their respective divisions; 
which returns shall be made in a schedule distinguishing in each county, 
city, town, township, hundred, ward or parish, the several families, by 
the names of their master, mistress, steward, overseer, or other principal 
person therein, in the manner following, that is to say: The number of 
persons within rriy division, consisting of appears in a 
schedule hereto annexed, subscribed by me this day of 

A. B. assistant to the marshal of or 
secretary of 

3D 
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Classification, 

Assistants to 
be appointed by 
marshals and 
secretaries. 

Allotment of 
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Oaths of mar• 
shals, &c, &c. 
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Penalties for 
neglecting or 
making a false 
return. 

Marshals and 
Eecretaries to 
lile the several 
returns, &c. 

Penalty. 

Judges of the 
district and ter
ritorial courts to 
give this act in 
charge to the 
grandjuries,and 
the returns of 
the assistants. 
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SCHEDULE of the whole number of persons within the division allotted 
to A. B. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That every assistant failing or 
neglecting to make a proper return, or making a false return of the 
enumeration to the marshal, or the secretary (as the case may be) within 
the time limited by this act, shall forfeit the sum of two hundred dol
lars. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the marshals and secretaries 
shall file the several returns aforesaid, and also an attested copy of the 
aggregate amount herein after directed to be transmitted by them re
spectively to the Secretary of State, with the clerks of their respective 
districts, or superior courts, (as the case may be) who are hereby directed 
to receive and carefully preserve the same. And the marshals and secre
taries, respectively, shall, on or before the first"day of March, one thou
sand eight hundred and eleven, transmit to the Secretary of State, the 
aggregate amount of each description of per~ons within their respective 
districts or territories. And every marshal or secretary failing to file 
the returns of his assistant or any of them, with the clerks of their re
spective courts as aforesaid, or failing to return the aggregate amount 
of each description of persons in their respective districts or territories, 
as required by this act, and as the same shall appear from said returns 
to the Secretary of State, within the time limited by this act, shall for 
every such offence, forfeit the sum of eight hundred dollars; all which 
forfeitures shall be recoverable in the courts of the districts or territories 
where the said offences shall be committed, or in the circuit courts to 
be held within the same, by action of debt, information or indictment; 
the one half thereof to the use of the United States, and the other half 
to the informer; but where the prosecution shall be first instituted on 
behalf of the United States, the whole shall accrue to their use. And 
for the more effectual discovery of such offences, the judges of the seve
ral district courts in the several districts, and of the supreme courts in 
the territories of the United States, as aforesaid, at their next sessions, 
to be held after the expiration of the time allowed for making the returns 
of the enumeration hereby directed to the Secretary of State, shall give 
this act in charge to the grand juries in their respective courts, and shall 
cause the returns of the several assistants and the said attested copy of 
the aggregate amount aforesaid to be laid before them for their inspection. 
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SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That every assistant shall receive 
at the rate of one dollar for every hundred persons by him returned 
where such persons reside in the country; and where such persons re: 
side in a city or town, containing more than three thousand persons 
such assistant shall receive at the rate of one dollar for every three hun: 
dred persons; but where, from the dispersed situation of the inhabit
ants, in some divisions, one dollar for every hundred persons shall be 
insufficient, the marshals or secretaries, with the approbation of the 
judges of their respective districts or territories, may make such further 
allowance to the assistants in such divisions as shall be deemed an ade
quate compensation; provided the same does not exceed one dollar and 
twenty-five cents for every fifty persons by them returned. The several 
marshals and secretaries shall receive as follows: The marshal of the 
district of Maine, two hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the dis
trict of New Hampshire, two hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of 
the district of Massachusetts, three hundred dollars; the marshal of the 
district of Rhode Island, one hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of 
the district of Connecticut, two hundred dollars; the marshal of the dis
trict of Vermont, two hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the dis
trict of New York, four hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of 
New Jersey, two hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Penn
sylvania, four hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Delaware, 
one hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Maryland, three 
hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Virginia, five hundred 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Kentucky, three hundred dollars; 
the marshal of the district of North Carolina, three hundred and fifty 
dollars; the marshal of the district of South Carolina, three hundred 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Columbia, fifty dollars; the mar
shal for the district of Georgia, three hundred dollars; the marshal of 
the district of East Tennessee, one hundred and fifty dollars; the mar
shal of the district of West Tennessee, one hundred and fifty dollars; 
the marshal of the Ohio district, two hundred dollars; the secretary of 
the Mississippi territory, two hundred dollars; the secretary of the In
diana territory, one hun<lre<l dollars; the secretary of the Michigan ter
ritory, one hundred dollars; the secretary of the Illinois territory, one 
hundred aollars; the secretary of the territory of Orleans, one hundred 
and fifty dollars; the secretary of the territory of Louisiana, one hundred 
dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person whose usual 
place of abode shall be in any family on the aforesaid first Monday of 
August next, shall be returned, as of such family; and the name of 
every person who shall be an inhabitant of any district or territory with
out a settled place of residence, shall be inserted in the column of the 
schedule, which is allotted for the heads of families, in that division 
where he or she shall be, on the said first Monday of August next; and 
every person occasionally absent at the time of enumeration, as belong
ing to that place in which he or she usually resides in the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it jitrtlw· enacted, That each and every free person 
more than sixteen years of age, whether heads of families or not, belong
ing to any family within any division, district, or territory, made or estab
lished within the United States, shall he, and hereby is obliged to ren
der to such assistant of the division, if required, a true account, to the 
best of his or her knowledge, of all and every pers~n ~elonging t~ such 
family respectively, according to· the several descnpt1ons aforesa1?, on 
pain of forfeiting twenty dollars, to be sued for and recovered 111 an 
action of debt, by such assistant, the one half for his own use, and the 
other half to the use of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That each and every assistant 
previous to making his return to the marshal or secretary, (as the case 
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may be) shall cause a correct copy, signed hy himself, of the schedule 
containing the number of inhabitants within his division, to be set up at 
two of the most public places within the same, ther(l to remain for the 
inspection of all concerned ; for each of which copies the said assisiant 
shall be entitled to receive two dollars, provided proof of the schedule 
having been so set up and suffered to remain, shall be transmitted to 
the marshal or secretary, (as the case may be) with the return of the 
number of persons; and in case any assistant shall fail to make such 
proof to the marshal or secretary, as aforesaid, he shall forfeit the com
pensation by this act allowed him. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State shall 
be and hereby is authorized and required to transmit to the marshals of 
the several states, and to the secr(ltari'es aforesaid, regulations and in
structions pursuant to this act, for carrying the same into effect, and 
also, the forms contained therein of the schedule to be returned, and 
proper interrogatories to be administered by the several persons to be 
employed therein. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, 'l'hat in case there shall be no 
secretary in either of the territories of the United States, the duties 
directed by this act to be perform(ld by the secretary may be performed 
by the governor of such territory, who shall receive the same compen
sation to which the secretary would be entitled for the performance of 
said duties, and be subject to the same penalties. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1810. 

March 26, 1810. CHAP, XVIII.-An JJ.ct for altering the time for holding tke Disti-ict C-0-urt in 
Ohio. 

Act of Feb. 
24, 1807, ch. I 6, 
sec. 4. 

Terms of the 
district court at 
Chilicothe 
changed. 

Returns, &c. 
&c. to corres
pond with the 
change. 

STATUTE II. 

March 26, 1810. 

To what ves
sels sea letters, 
&c. &c. may be 
granted, after 
June 30, 1810. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sessions of the district 
court for the district of Ohio, by law appointed to be holden at Chilicothe, 
in the said district, on the first Mondays in February, June and October, 
shall hereafter be holden at Chilicothe, on the second Mondays of Sep
tember and January annually. 

SEc. 2. And be it fu1·ther enacted, That all writs, process, and recog
nizances which may have been made returnable, and all suits, causes, 
process and proceedings, which may have been continued to the first 
Monday of June next, shall be and hereby are made returnable and 
continued over to the session of said court, which shall be holden on 
the second Monday of September next, and shall be as valid and pro
ceeded on in the same manner, at said September session of said court, 
as if such writs, process, recognizances, suits, causes and proceedin!JS 
had been originally made returnable to, and continued to said Septe~-
ber session of said court. • 

APPROVED, March 26, 1810. 

011AP. XIX.-JJ.n .B.ct to prevtmt the issuing qf sea letters except to certain tie&• 

sels. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatines of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thir
tieth of June next, no sea letter or other document certifying or proving 
any ship or vessel to be the property of a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, shall be issued except to ships or vessels duly registered, 
or enrolled and Iic.ensed as ships or vessels of the United States, or to 
vessels which at that time shall be wholly owned by citizens of the 
United States, and fornished with or entitled to se.a letters or other cus
tom-house documents, any law or laws heretofore passed to the contrary 
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notwithstanding: Provided nevertheless, that no sea letter shall be issued 
to any vessel which shall not at this time be furnished or entitled to a 
sea Jetter, unless such vessel shall return to some port or place in the 
UnitE•d States or territories thereof on or before the said thirtieth day 
of June next: Prouided nevertheless, that no sea letter or other docu
ment, certifying or proving any ship or vessel to be the property of a 
citizen or citizens of the United States, shall be issued to any vessel 
now abroad, which shall not at this time be furnished or entitled to a 
sea letter, unless 5uch vessel shall arrive at some port or place in the 
United States or territories thereof, on or before the said thirtieth day 
of June next; and provided that nothing herein contained shall be con
strued to operate against any such vessel or vessels that now are, or may 
be, prior to the said thirtieth of June, detained abroad by the authority 
of any foreign power. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1810. 

CHAP, XX.-.!.ln .fl.ct making an appropriation for the p'Urpose ef trying the 
practical use qf the Torped-0 or Submarine Explosion. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding five 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, payable out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to defray the 
expense which shall be incmred in any actual experiments, when the 
President of the United States shall deem it expedient to cause such 
experiments to be made, which shall be made under the immediate 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, for the purpose of ascertaining 
with precision how far the torpedo or submarine explosions may be use
fully employed as engines of war, who is hereby directed to report to 
Congress the result of the experiment with his opinion thereon. 

APPROVED, March 30, 1810. 

CHAP. XXI.-An .I.let to make public a Road in 7Vashington County, in the 
District if Colttmbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the road heretofore opened 
by the consent of the owners of the land over which the same passed, 
from the line of the district of Columbia, through the land of John 
Masters and John L. N aylcr, to the lower bridge over the eastern branch 
of Potomac river, shall be, and is hereby declared to be a public high
way; and shall be kept in repair, as. other public roads in Washington 
county, in the district of Columbia, are kept in repair. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enacted, That three commissioners to be 
mutually appointed by the levy court of the county of Washington, in 
the district of Columbia, and the proprietors of the land over which the 
said road does or may pass or be laid out, be, and they are hereby ap
pointed commissioners, and they, or a majority of them, are hereby 
authorized and empowered to review the said road, and to cause the 
same to be surveyed and laid out, not exceeding thirty feet in width, 
and to cause a plot to be made thereof, and return the same, under 
their hands and seals, to the clerk of Washington county, to be by him 
recorded among the land records of said county. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners, or a 
majority of them, shall ascertain and value the damage which any person, 
through whose land the said road passes, may sustain, by making the 
said road a public highway, and shall return to the levy court of ·wash
ington county a certificate of snch valuation, the amount of which shall 
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be levied by said court. on the assessable property of said county and the 
city of Washington, and paid over to the person or persons entitled to 
receive the same. 

APPROVED, March 30, 1810. 

CHAP, XXIIl.-.dn .11.ct to alter and amend an act, entituled ".11.n aet providing 
for the third census or enumeration ef tl,e inhabitants if the united States," 
passed the twenty-sixth day ef M~rch, one thousand eight l.undred and ten. 

Be it enacted by tltc Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the enumeration men
tioned in the first section of the act hereby amended, shall close within 
five months from the first Monday in August next, and the assistants 
shall make their returns to the marshals and secretaries within the said 
five months, any thing in the said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, April 12, 1810. 

CHAP. XXVI.-.11.n .11.ct to incorporate a company for making certain tumpilre 
roads in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States nf America in Congress assembled, That Daniel Carrol, of Dud
dington, George W. P. Custis, Thomas Fenwick, John Tayloe, Samuel 
Harrison Smith, Daniel Brent, Daniel Rapine, Frederick May, Elias B. 
Caldwell, William Brent, James D. Barry and John Law, be, and they 
are hereby appointed and constituted a board of commissioners, a ma
jority of whom to constitute a quornm, with foll power to receive and 
enter in such book or books, as they may deem proper, by themselves 
or by their agents, subscriptions for raising a capital stock of sixty thou
sand dollars, in shares of one hundred dollars each, for the purpose of 
opening, gravelling and improving the following roads in the district of 
Columbia, to wit: One road from the boundary line of the city of Wash
ington, to the bound,ary line of the district of Columbia, in the most 
direct and practicable route from the Capitol to Baltimore. One road 
from the boundary line of the city of Washington, to the boundary line 
of the district of Columbia, in the most direct and practicable route 
from the Capitol to Montgomery Courthouse; and one road from the 
western extremity of the causeway leading from Alexander's island to 
the boundary line of the district of Columbia, in the most direct and 
practicable route towards the Little river turnpike road, in the state of 
Virginia. The times, places and manner of receiving and entering sub
scriptions, and the manner of authenticating powers of attorney, or other 
instruments of writing authorizing subscriptions to be made by any per
son or persons in the name of any other person or persons, to be ascer
tained by said board of commissioners, and duly advertised in such 
gazettes or public prints, as they may deem expedient: Provided, that 
no subscription shall be received, unless the sum of ten dollars be first 
paid into the hands of such agent or other person, as said commissioners 
may authorize to receive it. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That when any number of per
sons shall have subscribed one hundred and fifty shares or more of the 
said stock, the said commissioners, or a majority of them, may, and when 
the whole number of shares aforesaid shall be subscribed, shall give 
notice in some newspaper, printed in the district of Columbia, of a time 
and place to be by them appointed for the subscribers to proceed to 
organize the said corporation, at which time and place the said sub
scribers, by a majority of votes to be delivered by ballots in person, or 
by proxy duly authorized, shall elect one president and four directors, 
to conduct the business of said company for one year, and until other 
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such officers shall he chosen in their place; and at that or any subse
quent legal meeting of stockholders, may make such rules, orders and 
regulations, not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United 
States, as shall be necessary for the well being of the affairs of said 
company: Provided always, that no stockholder ~hall, in person or by 
proxy, have more than twenty-five votes at any election, or in determining 
any question arising at such meeting, whatever number of shares he or 
she may hold: and each stockholder, in person or by proxy, shall be 
entitled to one vote for every share by him or her held, not exceeding 
said number, and all persons who may then be, or thereafter may be
come, the actual holders or proprietors of shar.es in the said capital stock, 
either as subscribers for the same, or as the legal representatives, suc
cessors or assignees, of such subscribers, shall become one body politic 
and corporate, in deed and in law, by the name and style of the " Pre
sident, Directors and Company of the Columbia Turnpike Roads;" and 
by the said name shall have perpetual succession, and all the privileges 
incident to a corporation, and shall be capable of taking and holding 
their said capital stock, and the increase and profits thereof, and of 
enlarging the same by new subscriptions, if such enlargement shall be 
found necessary to fulfil the intent of this act, and of purchasing, taking, 
and holding to them, and their successors and assigns in fee simple, or 
for any lesser estate, all such lands, tenements, hereditaments and estate, 
real and personal, as shall be necessary or useful to them in the prose
cution of their works, and of suing and being sued, of having a common 
seal, the same breaking and altering at pleasure, and of doing all and 
every other matter and thing concerning the subject aforesaid, which a 
corporation or body politic may lawfully do. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said company shall meet 
on the first Monday in January, in every year, at such place as shall be 
fixed by their by-laws, for the purpose of choosing such officers as afore
said for the ensuing year, in manner aforesaid, and at such other times 
as they shall be summoned by the president and directors aforesaid, at 
which annual or special meetings, they shall have full power and autho
rity to do and perform any act by law allowed, and pertaining to the 
affairs of said company; and the president and directors for the time 
being, shall hold their offices until others shall be appointed in their 
places, and the said corporation shall not be deemed to be dissolved, by 
reason of any defect of officers, but if it should happen that there should 
be no president or directors competent to call a meeting of stockholders, 
the same may be called by any stockholder, for the purpose of electing 
such officers, giving thirty days notice of the time and place of such 
meeting, by advertisement in a newspaper, printed in the city of Wash
ington. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
spall procure printed certificates for all the shares of said stock, and shall 
deliver one such certificate, signed by the president, to each person for 
every share by him or her subscribed and held, which certificate s?all be 
transferable, at his or her pleasure, in person or by attorney, m the 
presence of the president, clerk, or treasurer, of said company, who 
shall witness the sam~ subject however to all payments due or to grow due 
thereupon: and the assignee holding any such certificate, having caused 
the assignment to be entered in a book of the company to be kept f~r 
that purpose, shall be a member of said company, and fo: every certi
ficate by him held, shall be entitled to one share in the c~p1tal sto,ck a~d 
estate of said company; and if any stockholder, ~fter thirty day~ puhhc 
notice in a newspaper printed in the city of Washrngton, of the time and 
place appointed for the payment of any portion or dividend of the sum 
subscribed in said stock shall neo-lect to pay the same for the space of 
thirty days after the ti~e so appointed, the share or shares on which 
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such delinquency has taken place may be sold at public auction, and 
transferred by them to any person or persons, willing to purchase for 
such price as can be obtained; or in case any proprietor shall fail to pay 
any instalment which shall be duly assessed, such instalment or-any part 
thereof that shall remain deficient or unpaid, may be recovered of the 
person or persons, so failing to pay, by warrant from a justice of the 
peace, if the amount shall not exceed twenty dollars, and if the sum so 
due shall exceed twenty dollars, the same may be recovered by motion, 
in the name of the said company, on ten days' notice, in any court of 
record in the county or district where the debtor may be found; or by 
action at law in the usual course of judicial proceedings, at the option 
of the said president and directors; and in all such warrants, motions 
or actions, the certificate of the clerk or recording officer of the said 
company shall be conclusive evidence of the defendant's being a mem
ber of the company, and prima facie evidence of the amount due on the 
share or shares held by such defendant. 

SEc. 5. And be it .further enacted, That the said president and direc
tors shall meet at such times and places as shall be agreed upon for 
transacting their business; at which meetings any three members shall 
form a quorum, who, in the absence of the president, may choose a 
chairman, and shall keep minutes of all their transactions, fairly entered 
in a book; and a quorum being met, they shall have full power and 
authority to appoint a treasurer and all other officers necessary or con
venient, and agree with and appoint all such surveyors, intendants, 
artists, or other agents as they shall judge necessary to carry on the in
tended works, and to fix their salaries, wages or compensation; to direct 
and order the times, manner and proportions, when and in which the 
stockholders shall pay monies due on their respective shares; to draw 
orders on the treasurer for all monies due from the said company, and 
generally to do and transact all such other matters, acts and things as by 
the by-laws, rules and regulations of !laid company, shall be required or 
permitted. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That npon application of the said 
president and directors of the said company to the circuit court of the 
district of Columbia, or to the judges thereof out of court, the said court 
or the judges, or any two. of the judges thereof out of ~ourt, shall appoint 
three commissioners not interested in any of the lands through which 
either of the said roads may be laid ovt, nor interested in the stock of 
the company hereby created, nor in the stock of any other turnpike 
company, who shall each receive from the said president, directors and 
company, two dollars for every day they shall respectively be actually 
necessarily employed in or about the affairs of the said company. And 
each of the said commissioners, before he proceeds to act as such. shall 
take and subscribe an oath or solemn affirmation, in the presence of a 
justice of the peace, "that he will well, faithfully ·and impartially, ac
cording to the best [ of] his skill and judgment, and without unnecessary 
delay, execute and perform all the duties required of him as a commis
sioner, under the sixth section of the act of Congress, entituled "An act 
to incorporate a company for making certain turnpike roads in the dis
trict of Columbia," which oaths or affirmations so subscribed and certified 
by the justice in whose presence they shall be severally taken and sub
scribed, shall be filed in the office of the elerk of the said circuit court, 
and enrolled among the land records of the county of l\T ashington. And 
the said commissioners or any two of them, being qualified as aforesaid, 
shall, upon the request of the said president and directors cause to be 
surveyed, laid out, ascertained, described and marked, by certain metes 
and bounds, each of the aforesaid turnpike roads, described in the first 
section of this act, not less than sixty-six feet in breadth, in such routes, 
tracts, or courses for the same respectively as in the best of their judg-
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ment will combine shortness of distance with the most convenient ground, 
and the smallest expense of money; and for this purpose it shall be law
ful for _them and such agents, assistants, servants or attendants as they 
may th1~k proper !o employ, to, enter upon any of the la~ds through or 
near which the said roads or either of them, may be laid out; having 
first given twenty days'public notice, in some newspaper printed in the 
city of Washington, of the time and place of their entering on the said 
business of surveying and laying out each road respectively. And if any 
proprietor of any part of the lands, through which either of the said 
roads may be laid out, shall require compensation for so much of his or 
her said lands as may be occupied by the said roads or either of them, 
or shall claim damages for or on account of the opening or laying out 
the said roads, or either of them, through his or her land, and if the said 
president and directors cannot agree with such proprietor respecting the 
same, then the said commissioners, at the request of either party, shall 
appoint a day and place to hear and decide upon such claim, and the 
amount of compensation and damages which such proprietor shall be 
entitled to receive from the said president, directors and company, there
for, first giving twenty days'notice to the adverse party, his or her agent 
or attorney in fact, or other legal representative, if either shall be within 
the district of Columbia; and if the party so notified shall fail to attend, 
or if the party shall be an infant under age, non compos -mentis, feme 
covert, or absent out of the district of Columbia, and have no known 
agent or other legal representatives therein, the11 the said commissioners 
may proceed exparte to hear and decide the same; and the award of 
them or any two of them made in writing, signed by them or any two 
of them, shall by them be returned to the office of the clerk of the said 
court for the county of Washington, within ten days after such hearing, 
and a copy thereof shall, within ten days after such return, be served 
upon such of the parties as are resident in the district of Columbia; and 
if such award be not at the session of the said circuit court, in the county 
of Washington, next after such return of the said award to the clerk's 
office, be set aside on account of fraud or partiality in the said commis
sioners, the same shall be final and conclusive between the parties, and 
shall be recorded by the said clerk; and the sum so awarded being paid 
to the said clerk for the rise of the person entitled to receive the same, 
the said land mentioned and described in the said award shall and may 
be taken and occupied as a turnpike road, and public highway for ever. 
And the said commissioners, upon completing the said survey of the 
said roads, or either of them, shall return a plat and certificate of such 
survey to the said clerk, and the same being accepted by the said court, 
shall be recorded by the said clerk, and thereupon the road so laid out 
shall be taken, used and occupied as a turnpike road and public high
way for ever; and the said president, directors and company may there
upon, proceed to enter upon the same, and shall cause at least twenty
four feet in breadth, throughout the whole length thereof, to be m_ade 
an artificial road, of stone, gravel, or other hard substance of sufficient 
depth or thickness to secure a solid and firm road, with a surface as 
smooth as the materials will admit, and so nearly level, that it shall in 
no case rise or fall m9re than an angle of four degrees with a horizontal 
line, and the said road shall thereafter be kept in good and perfect repair; 
and wheresoever upon the said roads any bridge shall be deemed neces
sary, the same shall be built of sound and suitable materials. And in 
case either of the said commissioners should die, or refuse to act, or 
become incapacitated, or should be removed by the court for m!scon
duct, the said court may appoint another in his place; an~ when m the 
opinion of the said president and directors either of the said roads shall 
be completed to the extent of twenty-four feet in breadth, the same ~h~ll 
be examined by the said commissioners, or any two of them and if Ill 
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the opinion of them, or any two of them the said road should have been 
·completed to the extent of at least twenty-four feet in breadth, according 
to the meaning of this act, they shall certify the same to the said circuit 
court, or the judges thereof out of court, and their certificate being ac
cepted by the said court, or any two judges thereof, and recorded, the 
said president and directors shall and may thereafter erect and fix such 
and so many gates and turnpikes, not exceeding two upon and across 
each of the said roads, as shall be necessary and sufficient to collect the 
tolls herein after granted to the said company; and it shall be lawful for 
them to appoint such and so many toll-gatherers as they shall deem 
necessary to collect and receive of and from all and every person and 
persons using the said road or roads, the tolls and rates herein after 
mentioned, and to stop any person or persons, riding, leading or driving 
any horses, mules, cattle, hogs, sheep, sulkey, chair, chaise, phaeton, 
chariot, coach, cart, wagon, sleigh, sled, or any carriage of burden or 
pleasure from passing through the said gates, until the said tolls shall be 
paid, that is to say: for the whole distance in length of the whole of the 
said roads, and so in proportion as near as may be, for any less distance 
within the district of Columbia, viz: for every score of sheep, twenty 
cents; for every score of hogs, twenty cents; for every score of cattle, 
forty cents, and so in proportion for any greater or less number; for 
every horse or mule with a rider, twelve and an half cents; for every stage 
and wagon and two horses, thirty cents; for either carriage last men
tioned with four horses, forty cents; for every led or driven horse or 
mule, six cents; for every sulkey, chair, chaise or carriage of pleasure 
with two wheels and one horse, twenty cents; for every coach, .chariot, 
coachee, phaeton, or chaise with four wheels and two horses, thirty-seven 
and an half cents; for any of the said carriages la~t mentioned with four 
horses, fifty cents; for every other carriage of pleasure, under whatever 
name it may go, the like sums according to the number of wheels and 
horses in proportion aforesaid; for every sled or sleigh used as a carriage 
of pleasure, twelve and an half cents for each horse drawing the same; 
for every sled or sleigh used as a carriage of burden, eight cents for each 
horse drawing the same; for every cart or wagon whose wheels do not 
exceed four inches in breadth, twelve and an half cents for each horse 
drawing the same; for every cart or wagon whose wheels shall exceed 
in breadth four inches and not exceed seven inches, six cents for every 
horse drawing the same; for every cart or wagon, the breadth of whose 
wheels shall be more than seven inches and not more than ten inches, 
five cents for every horse drawing the same; for every cart or_ wagon, 
the breadth of whose wheels shall be more than ten inches and not ex
ceed twelve inches, four cents for every horse drawing the same. And 
that all such carriages as aforesaid, to be drawn by oxen in the whole, 
or partly by oxen, or to be drawn by mules in whole or part, two oxen 
shall be estimated as equal to one horse in charging all the aforesaid 
tolls, and every mule as equal to one horse. And it shall be also the 
duty of the said commissioners after hearing all parties to decide and 
award what proportion of the cost already incurred of making the cause
way from Alexander's island to the main land, anc] of the road from the 
said causeway to the west end of the Washington bridge, shall be paid 
by the presidep.t, directors and company of the Columbia turnpike roads, 
to the president and directors of the Washington and Alexandria turn
pike company, and also, in what proportion the former company shall 
contribute and pay towards the future repairs and improvements of the 
said causeway and road; and the award of the said commissioners, or 
any two of them so made, shall be returned to the office of the clerk of 
the said court for the county of Washington, and being accepted by the 
said court and recorded, shall be final and conclusive. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where stone, 
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gravel, earth or sand shall be necessary for making or repairing either 
of the said roads, and the said president, directors and company of the 
Columbia turnpike roads, cannot agree for the same with the owner 
thereof, then upon application by the said president and directors or 
anr person authori7:ed by them, to any one of the judges of the said ~ir
cmt court, he may 1f he see cause, by warrant under his hand and seal 
command the marshal of the said district to summon a jury of thirtee~ 
disinterested persons, qualified to serve as petit jurors in the said circuit 
court, to meet at the place where such materials may be, on some day, 
not more than ten days after the date of such warrant, and to give the 
other party five days' notice of the said time and place, if such party be 
found within the district of Columbia; and if any of the said jurors 
should fail to attend at the said time and place, the marshal may imme
diately summon talesmen in the place of those who arc absent, and shall 
administer an oath to the said jurors and talesmen as the case may be, 
justly and impartially to value the said materials, and to assess the 
damage which the owner thereof shall sustain by the taking thereof by 
the said president, directors and company of the Columbia turnpike 
roads; which valuation and assessment of damages made by the said 
jurors, or a majority of them, shall be signed by the said marshal, and 
the jurors, or so many of them as shall agree thereto, and be returned by 
the marshal to the said clerk of the said court for the county of Wash
ington, to be by him recorded, and shall be conclusive between the 
parties; and a copy thereof shall be delivered to each of the parties, who 
may be resident in the district, and the sum so awarded and assessed 
being paid to the said clerk of the said court, for the use of the party 
entitled thereto, the said president and directors may proceed to take 
and carry away the said materials so valued for the purposes aforesaid. 
And the said president, directors and company, shall pay the said mar
shal five dollars for his service in summoning and impannelling the said 
jury, and taking and returning the said inquest, and two dollars to each 
of the said jurors so sworn. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of ascertain
ing the weight, that may be drawn along the said road,. in any cart, 
wagon, or other carriage of burthen, it shall and may be lawful, for the 
said president, managers and company to erect and establish scales and 
weights at or uear such and so many of the gates erected, or to be 
erected in pursuanoe of this act, as they may think proper; and where 
there may seem reasonable cause to suspect, that any cart, wagon or 
other carriage of burthen, carries a greater weight than is or shall be by 
law allowable, it shall be lawful for the toll gatherers or other persons 
in their service or employment, to prevent the same from passing such 
gate or turnpike, until such cart, wagon or carriage of burthen, shall be 
drawn into the fixed or erected scales at or near any such gate or turn
pike, and the weight or burthen drawn therein ascertained by weighing; 
and if the person or persons driving, or having care or charge ?f any 
such cart, wagon or other carriage of burthen, shall refuse to dnve the 
same into any such scales for the purpose aforesaid, the person or per
sons so refusing shall forfeit and pay to the said president, mana~ers 
and company, any sum not less than five dollars, nor ~ore than eight 
dollars to be recovered in the manner herein after mentioned. 

SEc: 9. And be it further enacted, That no wagon or other c~rriage 
with four wheels the breadth of whose wheels shall not be four rnches, 
shall be drawn aiong the said road with a greater weight thereon than 
three tons· that no such carriao-E' the breadth of whose wheels shall not 
be seven inches, or being six" i;ches or mor_e shall roll at least ten 
inches, shall be drawn along the said roads with more than five tons; 
that no such carriage, the breadth of whose wheels shall_ not be ten 
inches or more, or being less shall not roll at least twelve mches, shall 
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be drawn along the said road, with more than eight tons; that no cart 
or other carriage with two wheels, the same b~eadth of _wheels, as the 
wagons aforesaid, shall be drawn along the said road with more than 
half the burthen or weight aforesaid; and if any cart, wagon or carriage 
of burthen whatsoever, shall be drawn along the said road, with a greater 
weight than is hereby allowed, the owner or owners of such carriage, if 
the excess of burthen shall be three hundred weight or upwards, shall 
forfeit and pay four times the customary tolls for the use of the com
pany: Provided always, that it shall and may be law_ful for t~e said 
company by their by-laws, to alter any or all the regulat10ns herem co!l
tained respecting the burthens or carriages to be drawn over the said 
road, and to substitute other regulations, if upon experiment such alter
ations shall be found conducive to the public good: Provided neverthe
less, that such regulations shall not lessen the burthens of carriages 
above described. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
of the said company shall keep, or cause to be kept, fair and just ac
counts of all monies to be received by them from the said commissioners, 
first herein named, and from the stockholders or subscribers to the said 
undertaking, on account of their several subscriptions or shares, and of 
all monies by them to be expended, in the prosecution of their said 
work, and shall once, at least, in every year submit such accounts to a 
general meeting of the stockholders, until the said road shall be com
pleted, and until all the costs, charges and expenses of effecting the 
same shall be fully liquidated, paid and discharged; and if upon such 
liquidation, or whenever the whole capital stock of the said company 
shall be nearly expended, it shall be found that the said capital stock 
will not be sufficient to complete the said roads, according to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, it shall and may be lawful for the said 
stockholders, being convened according to the provisions of this act, or 
their by-laws and rules, to increase the amount to be paid on the shares 
from time to time to such extent as shall be necessary to accomplish the 
work, and to demand and receive the increased amount so to be required 
on such shares in like maµi1er, and under the like penalties as are herein 
before provided for the original payments, or as shall be provided by 
their by-laws. 

SEC. 11.. And be it fw·iher enacted, That the said president and 
directors shall also keep, or cause to be kept, just and true accounts of 
all monies to be received by their several collectors of tolls at the turn
pike gates on the said roads, and shall make and declare a half yearly 
dividend of the clear profits and income thereof, all contingent costs and 
charges being first deducted, among all the holders of said stock, and 
shall publish the half yearly dividend aforesaid in some newspaper 
printed in the district of Columbia, and at the time and place when and 
where the same will be paid, and shall cause the same to be paid 
accordingly. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said corporation, to keep the said roads, as they are respectively com
pleted, in good repair; and if in neglect of their said duty, the said cor
poration shall at any time suffer the said roads to be out of repair, so as 
to be unsafe or inconvenient for passengers, the said corporation shall be 
l_ia~le . to_ be presented for s_uc~ neglect, before any court of competent 
JUnsd1ct10n, and upon conviction thereof, to pay to the United States, a 
penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars, at the discretion of the court, 
and shall also be responsible for all damages which may be sustained by 
any person or persons in consequence of such want of repair, to be re
covered in an action of trespass on the case in any court competent to 
try the same: Provided alwa.11s, and it is further enacted, that whenever 
the nett proceeds of tolls collected on said roads shall amount to a sum 
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sufficient to reimburse the c_apital. which shall be expended in the pur
chase of such land and making said roads, and twelve per cent. interest 
per annum thereon, to be ascertained by the circuit court of the United 
States, in and for the district of Columbia, the same shall become free 
roads, and tolls shall be no longer collected thereon; and said company 
shall annually make returns to said circuit court of the amount of the 
tolls collected, and of their necessary expenses, so as to enable said 
circuit court to determine when said tolls shall cease. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons 
riding in or driving any carriage of any kind, or leading, riding, o; 
driving any horses, sheep, hogs, or any kind of cattle whatever, on said 
road, shall pass through any private gate, bars or fence, or over any pri
vate way or passage, or pass through any toll gate under any pretended 
privilege or exemption, to which he or she, or they may not be entitled, 
or do any act or thing with intent to lessen or evade the tolls for passing. 
through the gates established under this act, such person or persons, for 
every such offence, shall forfeit to the said president and directors, not 
less than three, nor more than ten dollars, to be recovered before any 
justice of the peace, with costs, in the same manner that small debts are 
recoverable: Provided, that it shall not be lawful for the company to 
ask, demand or receive from or for persons living on or adjacent to the 
said roads, who may have occasion to pass by said road upon the ordi
nary business relating to their farms, so far as the limits of the same 
may extend on the roads respectively, who shall not have any other con
venient road or way, by which they may pass, from one part to another 
part thereof, any toll for passing on, or by either of the said turnpikes. 

APPROVED, April 20, 1810. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP. XXVII.-.9n .Bet to amend an act, entituled ".Bn act for the establish- April 25, 1810. 
ment of a Turnpike Company in the County of Alexandria, in the District of 
Columbia." 

Be it enacll?d by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall and may be law
ful to and for the president and directors of the Washington and Alex
andria turnpike company, in all cases where stone, gravel, earth or sand, 
may be necessary for making or repairing the Washington and Alexan
dria turnpike road, and the president and directors of the Washington 
and Alexandria turnpike company cannot agree for the same with the 
owners thereof, it shall and may be lawful for any one of the judges of 
the circuit court of the district of Columbia, upon application by the 
~aid president and directors, or any person authorized by them, by war
rant under his hand and seal, to command the marshal of the said dis
trict to summon a jury of thirteen disinterested persons, qualified to 
serve as petit jurors in the said circuit court, to meet at the place where 
such materials may be, on some day not more than ten after the date of 
such warrant, and to give the other party five days' notice of the time 
and place, if such party be found within the district of Columbia, and if 
any of the said jurors should fail to attend at the said time and place, 
the marshal may immediately summon talesmen in the place of those 
who are absent, and shall administer an oath to the said jurors or tales
men as the case may be, justly and impartially to value the said materials, 
and to assess the damage which the owner thereof shall su8tain by the 
taking thereof by lhe said president and directors, which valuation and 
assessment of damages made by the said jurors or a majority of them, 
shall hP. signed by the said marshal and the jurors, or so ma~y of them, 
as shall agree thereto, and be returned to the clerk of the said court ~or 
the county of Alexandria, to be by him recorded, and shall be conclusive 
between the parties; and a copy thereof shall be delivered to each of the 
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parties who may be !'esident in the said district of Columbia, and the 
sum so awarded and assessed being paid to the said clerk of the said 
court, for the use of the party entitled thereto, the said president and 
directors may proceed to take and carry away the said materials so valued 
for the purposes aforesaid, and the said president and directors shall pay 
the said marshal five dollars for his service in summoning and impannel
ling the said jury, and taking and returning said inquest, and two dol
lars to each of the said jurors so sworn. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
aforesaid, may remove their toll gate from the bridge that is made across 
Four mile creek, and place the same, and collect the tolls of their said 
road and bridge, on any part of the said road : Provided, that the said 
toll gate shall not be placed any nearer to the town of Alexandria, than 
where it now stands, nor more than half a mile from where it uow is. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtltcr enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the president and directors of the said company, or a majority of 
them, to agree with the owners of any ground, to be occupied by the 
necessary toll houses and gates, for the right thereof, or in case of dis
agreement, or in case the owner thereof shall be a feme covert, under 
age, non compos, or out of the district, then the same shall be condemned, 
and paid for in the same manner, and subject to the same conditions as 
is provided by the act to which this is a supplement, for condemning the 
lands through which the road was to be conducted: Provided, the quan
tity of land so condemned, does not exceed half an acre. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacttd, That to enable the said company 
immediately to complete and render sufficient the said road, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the said recited act, it shall and may 
be lawful for the stockholders of the said company, at any general meet
ing at which a majority of them in person, or by proxy, shall be present, 
to increase the number of shares, to snch extent as shall be necessary to 
accomplish the work, on the road aforesaid, as now laid out, and to de
mand and receive the money subscribed for such shares in the like man
ner, and under the like penalties, as therein provided, for the original 
subscriptions. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1810. 

CHAP. XXIX.-.Rn Jlct to allow tlte benefit ef drawback on merchandise trans• 
ported by land conveyance from Newport to Boston, and from Boston to New
port, in lilce manner as if the same were transported coastwise. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States qf A.mcrica in Congress assembled, That all goods, wares and 
merchandise, duly imported into either of the ports of Boston and New
port, which shall be transported by land conveyance from the port of 
Newport, by the way of Rhode Island bridge and Taunton, to Boston; 
or from Boston, by the same route, to Newport, and which being im
ported into Newport, shall be exported from Boston: or which being 
imported into Boston shall be exported from Newport, shall be entitled 
to the benefit of a drawback of the duties upon exportation, to any 
foreign port or place, under the same provisions, regulations, restric
tions and limitations, as if the said goods, wares and merchandise were 
transported coastwise from one to another of the said districts; and on 
the proviso that all the provisions, regulations, limitations and restric
tions existing in the case of goods, wares and merchandise, transported 
by any of the routes mentioned in the seventy-ninth section of the act, 
entituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage," passed the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, shall be duly observed. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1810. 



ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 30. 1810. 

CHAP. XXX.-.Bn .Bet to establish Post Roads, 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RPpresentatives ef the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the following be estab
lished as post roads : 

In the District qf Maine.-From Portsmouth, N. H. by Kittery, York, 
Wells, Arundell, Biddeford, Saco, Scarboro', Cape Elizabeth, Portland, 
Falmouth, North Yarmouth, Freeport, Brunswick, Bath, Woolwich 
Wiscasset, New Castle, Waldoboro', Warren, Camden, Canaan, Lincoln~ 
ville, Northport, Belfast, Prospect, Buckstown, Orland, Trenton, Sulli
van, Steuben, Harrington, Addison, Jones, Machias, Denneysville and 
Scodic, to Calais. From Dover, N. H. by Berwick and Doutysfalls, to 
Arundel or Kennebunk. From Portland, by Gorham, Buckstown, Li
meri~k, Limington, Cornish, Parsonfield, Newfield, Shapleigh, Lebanon, 
Berwick, Sanford, Alfred, Waterboro' and Philipsburg, to Buxton. From 
Portland, by Saccarappee, Gorham, Standish, Flintstown, Hiram and, 
Brownfield, to Frybush. From Portland, by Windham, Raymond, 
Bridgetown, Lovell, \Vaterford, Norway, Paris, Buckfield, Sumner, 
Hartford, Livermore, Turn~r, Poland, New Gloucester and Hebron 
academy, to Paris. From Portland, by Falmouth, Gray, New Glouces
ter, Lewistown, Green, Monmouth, Winthrop, Augusta, Sydney, Water
ville, Fairfield and Canaan, to Norridgewock and Anson. From Bruns
wick, by Topsham, Bowdoinham, Gardiner and Hallowell, to Augusta. 
From Gardiner, by Pittstown and Dresden, to Wiscassett. From Au
gusta, by Redfield, Mount Vernon, Chester and New Sharon, to Farm
ington. From Augusta, by Vassalboro', Winslow, Clinton, Fairfax, 
Unity and Collegetown, to Hampden. From Wiscassett, by Edgecomb, 
to Boothbay. From Wiscassett, by New Milford, Jefferson, Palermo 
and Montville, to Belfast. From Buckstown, by Frankfort, Hampden 
and Bangor, to No. 1, 7th Range, and thence by Orrington, to Bucks
town. From Buckstown, by Penobscot, Castine, Sedgwick and Blue 
Hill, to Buckstown, and from Castine to Lincolnville. From Sullivan 
to Goldsboro'. From Dennysville to Eastport. 

In New llampshirc.-From Salisbury, Ms. by Seabrook and Hamp
ton, to Portsmouth. From Portsmouth, by Durham and Northwood, to 
Concord. From Portsmouth, by Exeter and Kingston, to Haverhill, 
Ms. From Portsmouth, by Exeter, Chester, Londonderry, Merrimack, 
Amherst, Petersboro', Marlboro' and Keene, to Walpole. From Haver
hill, Ms. by Chester, Concord, Hopkinton, Henniker and Lempster, to 
Charleston. From Haverhill, Ms. by Salem, to Windham. From Tyng
boro', Ms. by Dunstable, Amherst, Francistown, Washington and Clare
mont, to Windsor, Vt. From Portsmouth, by Nottingham, Epsom, Pem
broke, Concord, Salisbury, Andover, Wilmot, Enfield, Lebanon, Hanover, 
Lime, Orford, Piermont, Haverhill, Bath, Littleton, Dalton, Lancaster, 
Cockburn, Colebrook and Stuart, to Norfolk, Vt. From Hanover, by 
Canaan and Groton, to Plymouth. From Salisbury, by Andover, New 
Chester and Bridgl',water, to Plymouth, thence by Holderness, New 
Hampton and Sanbornton, to Salisbury. From Newburyport, Ms. by 
Exeter, New Market, Durham, Dover and Barrington, to Gilmanton. 
From Portsmouth, by Dover, Rochester, Middletown, Ossippee, Moulton• 
boro', Centre Harbor, Plymouth and Haverhill, to Newbury; and from 
Plymouth, by New Hampton, Meredith, Gilmanton, Nottingham and 
Durham, to Portsmouth. From Friburg, Me. by Conway, Barletis, Rose
brooks and Jefferson to Lancaster. From Winchendon, Ms. by Fitz
william and Keene, t~ Brattleboro', Vt. From Warwick, Ms. by Win
chester and Hinsdale, to Brattleboro', Vt. From Ashby, Ms. by New 
Ipswich and Jaffray, to Marlboro'. 

In Vermont.-From Lansingburg, N. Y. by Benningto~, Shaftsbu~y, 
Arlington, Manchester, Rutland, Pittsford, Branden, Leicester, Salis-
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bury, Middlebury, New Haven, Vergennes, Ferrisburg, Charlotte, Shel
burn, Burlington, Colchester, Milton, Georgia and St. Alban's, to High
gate. From Williamston, Ms. by Pownall, to Bennington. P'rom Brat
tleboro', by Marlboro', Wilmington and Woodford, to Bennington. From 
Rutland, by Clarendon, Shrewsbury, Plymouth, Reading and Windsor, 
to Cavendish. From Rutland, by Castletown, Fairhaven, Benson, Or
well, Shoreham and Addison, to Vergennes. From Middlebury, by 
New Haven, Monkton, Hynesburg, Williston, .Jericho, Essex, Westford, 
Fairfax, Fairfield and Sheldon, to Huntsburg; thence by Berkshire, 
Enosburg, Bakersfield, Cambridge, Underhill, Richmond, Huntington, 
Starksboro' and Bristol, to Middlebury, and from thence to Poultney, 
and also from Middlebury, by Royalton, to Hanover, N. H. From 
Barnardstown, Ms. by Hinsdale, Brattleboro', Putney, Westminster, 
Walpole, Charleston, Wethersfield, Windsor, Hartford, Norwicl;i, Thet
ford, Fairlee, Bradford, Newbury, Ryegate, Barnet, Littleton, Concord 
and Lunenburg, to Guildhall. From Walpole, N. H. by Bellowsfalls, 
Rockingham, Chester, Cavendish, Ludlow and Shrewsbury, to Rutland. 
From Windsor, by w· oodstock, Barnard, Royalton, Randolph, Williams
ton, Berlin, Montpelier, Middlesex, Wat~rbury, Bolton, Jericho and 
Williston, to Burlington, and from thence to Grand Isle. From Roya]:. 
ton, by Tunbridge, Vershire and Corinth, to Newbury. From Newbury, 
by Corinth, Washington and Barre, to Berlin. From Ryegate, by Peach
am, Danville, Wheelock, Sheffield, Giover, Barton, Brownington and 
Salem, to Derby. From Lancaster, N. H. by Lunenburg, St Johnsbury, 
Danville, Walden, Harwich, Woolcott, Hydespark,Johnston and Fletcher, 
to St. Albans. 

In Massachusctts.-From Suffield, Ct. by Springfield, Wilbraham, 
Palmer, Western, Brookfield, Spencer, Leicester, Worcester, Shrews
bury, Northboro', Marlboro', Sudbury, Water.town, Cambridge, Boston, 
Charlestown, Malden, Lynn, Salem, Beverly, Wenham, Hamilton, Ips
wich, Rowley and Newburyport, to Salisbury. From Suffield, Ct. by 
Westfield, Southampton, Northampton, Hatfield, Whately, Deerfield and 
Greenfield, to Bernardstown. From Salisbury, Ct. by Sheffield, Great 
Barrington, Stockbridge, Lenox, Pittsfield, Lanesboro' and Williamston, 
to Greenfield. From Canaan, Ct. by Sheffield, to Egremont. From 
Colebrook, Ct. by Southfield, Sandisfield, Lee, Lenox and Hancock, to 
New Lebanon, N. Y. From Springfield, by Stockbridge and West 
Stockbridge, to Albany, N. Y. From Granby, by Granville, Blandford 
and Chester, to Middefield. From Brookfield, by Ware, Belchertown, 
Hadley, Northampton, Chesterfield, Worthington, Partridgefield, Dalton, 
Pittsfield and Hancock, to New Lebanon. From Stafford, Ct. to Brook
field or "\-V orcester, and thence by Framingham, to Boston. From W or
cester, by Holden, Rutland, Barre and Petersham, to Athol. From 
Rutland, by Hubbardstown and Templeton, to Winchenden. From 
Rutland, by Greenwich, Hardwich, Pelham, Amherst and Hadley, to 
Northampton, and thence· by South Hadley, to Springfield. From 
Boston, by Dedham, Walpole, Foxborough and Attleborough, to Provi
dence, R. I. From Boston, by the Newburyport turnpike, to Newbury
port. From Dedham, by Medfield, Medway, Bellingham, Milford, 
Mendon, Uxbridge and Douglass, to Thompson, Ct. From Boston, by 
Milton, Canton, Easton, Taunton, Berkley and Freetown, to New Bed
ford. From Boston, by Dorchester, Quincy, Braintree, Weymouth, 
Hanover, Pembroke, Kingston, Plymouth, Sandwich, Barnstable, Yar
mouth, Dennis, Brewster, Harwich, Chatham, Orleans, Eastham, Well
fleet and Truro, to Provincetown. F'rom Sandwich, by Falmouth, to 
Nantucket. From Falmouth to Edgarton. From Sandwich, by Ware
ham, Rochester, New Bedford and Dartmouth, to Westport. From 
Weymouth, by Hingham, Cohasset, Scituate, Marshfield and Duxbury, 
to Kingston. From Weymouth, by Abington, Bridgewater, Raynham, 
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Taunton, Dighton, Somerset and Swanzey, to Warren, R. I. From 
Boston, by Concord, Stow, Bolton, Lancaster, Leominster, Westminster 
Templeton, Gerry, Athol and Orange, to Warwick. From Concord' 
by Littleton, Groton and Townsend, to Ashby. From Concord b; 
Fitzwilliam, N. H. to Brattleborough, Vt. From Boston, by Medford 
Wobourn, Billerica a_nd Chelmsfor_d, t? Tyngsboro'. From Woburn, by 
Andover, to Haverh1ll. From B11lenca, by Patucket bridge Dracut 
Pelham, N. H. and Windham, to Londonderry. From ·salem t~ Marble:_ 
head. From Salem, by Manchester, to Gloucester. From Salem, by 
Danvers, Topsfield, Boxford and Bradford, to Haverhill. From New
buryport to Haverhill. From Troy, by Freetown, Berkley, to Taunton. 
From Plymouth, by Taunton, to Providence, R. I. From Framington, 
by Southborough, Westborough, Grafton, Sutton, Oxford, Dudley and 
Woodstock, to Ashford in Connecticut. 

In Rhode Island.-From Plainfield, Ct. by Scituate and Providence, 
to Smithfield. From Providence, by Barrington, Warren and Bristol, 
to Newport. From Providence, by Patucket, East Greenwich, Wick
ford and Little Rest, to Towerhill or South Kingston. From Newport, 
by Tiverton, to Westport, Ms. From Newport, by Towerhill and by the 
Courthouse in South Kingston, Charleston and Westerly, to Stoning
ton, Ct. From Newport, by Tiverton, to Troy, Ms. From South Kings
ton, by Richmond, Hopkinton, North Stonington and Preston, to Nor
wich, Ct. 

In Connecticut.-From Rye, N. Y. by Greenwich, Stamford, Norwalk, 
Fairfield, Bridgeport, Stratford, Milford, New Haven, North-haven, 
Wallingford, Berlin, Wethersfield, Hartford and Windsor, to Suffield. 
From Norwalk, by Reading, Danbury, Brookfield, New Milford, Wash
ington, Litchfield, Harwinton, Burlington, Farmington, Hartford, East 
Hartford, Ashford and Pomfret, to Thompson. • From New Milford, by 
Kent and Sharon, to Salisbury. From Bridgeport, by Trumbull, Rip
ton, Huntington and Newton, to Brookfield. From New Haven, by 
Derby, Southbury, Woodbury, Bethlehem, Litchfield and Goshen, to 
Canaan. From New Haven, by Woodbridge, Waterbury, Watertown, 
Litchfield, Cornwall and Sharon, to Poughkeepsie, N. Y. From New 
Haven, by Cheshire and Southington, to Farmington. From New Haven, 
by Dutham and Middletown, to Wethersfield. From New Haven, by 
Branford, Guilford, Killingworth, Saybrook, Lyme, New London, Chel
sea and Jewitt's city, to Plainfield. From Saybrook, by Petty Paug, 
Haddam, East Haddam and Middle Haddam, to Middletown. From 
Stonington, by New London, Montville, Colchester, Glastenbury, Hart
ford, Wintonbury, Canton, New Hartford, Winchester and Norfolk, to 
Canaan. From Norwich, by Canterbury and Brooklyn, to Pomfret. 
From Hartford, by Simsbury, to Granby. From New Hartford, by 
Hartland, to Colebrook. From Hartford, by East Hartford, Oxford, 
Hebron, Lebanon and Norwich, to Chelsea. From Hartford, by Coven
try, Windham and Canterbury, to Plainfield. From Hartford, by Tolland, 
to Stafford. From East Hartford, by East Windsor, to Springfield, Ms. 
From Danbury to Ridgefield. 

In New York.-From Jersey city, by New York, Harlaem and New 
Rochelle, to Rye. From New York city, by Brooklyn, Jamaica, Hemp
stead, Merrick, South Oyster Bay, South Huntington, Islip, Patchogue, 
Fireplace, Morriches, Westhampton, Southampton and Bridgehampton, 
to Sag Harbor. From Jamaica, by Queen's c. h. Oyster Bay, Hunt
ington, Dixhills, Smithtown, Setauket, Brookhaven and Riverhead, 
to South hold. From New York·, by Kingsbridge, Yonkers, Greensb~rg, 
Mount Pleasant, Peekskill, Fishkill, Poughkeepsie, Staatsburg, Rhrne
beck, Redhook, Clermont, Hudson, Kinderhook, Albany, Schenectady, 
Amsterdam, Tripshill, Palatine, Little Falls, Herkimer, Utica, New 
Hartford, Westmoreland, Oneida, Sullivan, Caneseraga, Manlius, Onon-
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daga, Marcellus, Skeneatales, Aurelius, Cayuga, Geneva, Canandaigua, 
Bloomfield, Avon, Southampton, Batavia, New Amsterdam and Lewis
town, to Youngstown or Niagara. From New Rochelle, by White-
plains, Salem, Ridgefield, Ct. South East, Patterson and Pauling, to 
Dover. From Ramapo-works to Newburg. From New Antrim, by 
Monroe, Chester, Goshen, \Vallkill, Montgomery, Shawangunk, New 
Paltz, Kingston, Songaerties, Catskill, Lunenburgh, Cocsacksie, Coye
mans, Bethlehem, Albany, Troy, Lansinburg, Waterford, Stillwater, 
Saratoga, Northumberland, Fort Miller, Sandy Hill, Queensbury, Fort 
George, Thurman, Chester, Scaroon lake, Elizabeth, \Villsboro', Peru 
and Plattsburg, to Champlain town. From Hamburg, N. J. by Warwick, 
Florida, Goshen, Little Britain, New Windsor, Newburg and Fishkill 
landing to Fishkill. From Danbury, Ct. by Fishkill landing and New
burg to Chenango Point. From Rhinebeck, by Kingston, Shandecan, 
Middletown, Delhi, Walton, Sidney, Jericho bridge, Onoquago, Bing
hamton, Union, Owego, Athens, Pa. Chemung, Elmira, Great-flat, 
Painted Post, Bath, Canestco, Ark Port, Danville, Williamsburg and 
Geneseo to Avon. From Delhi to Meredith. From Wellsboro', Pa. by 
Lindsleystown, to Painted Post. From Hudson, by Lunenburg, Cats
kill, Cairo, Durham, Broome, Blenheim, Stamford, Harpersfield, Kort
wright, Meredith, Franklin, Unadilla and Clinton, to Jericho bridge. 
From Erie, Pa. by Caseda, Cataraugus and Fish creek, to New Amster
dam. From Bath, by Roscommon and Jerusalem, to Geneva. From 
Elmira, by Catherinestown, Hector, Ovid, Lancaster and Romulus, to 
Geneva. From Owego, by Cantines, Ithica, Salmon creek, Milton, 
Aurora, Cayuga and Galen, to Great Sodus. From Ithica, by Ulysses, 
to Ovid. From Binghampton, by Green or Lisle, Oxford, Norwich, 
Hamilton, Paris and New Hartford, to Utica. From Oxford, by Una
dilla, Otego, Milford, Hartwick, Otsego village and Bridewater, to Utica. 
From Albany, by Duanesburg, Dwilock, Cherry valley, Otsego village, 
Burlington, Columbus, Sherburne, Deruyter, Truxton and Homer, to 
Aurora. From Burlington, by New Berlin, Plymouth, Cincinnatus and 
Homer, to Ithica. From Otsego village, by New Lisbon, Pittsfield and 
Butternuts, to Oxford. From Cherry valley, by Springfield, Richfield, 
Plainfield and Bridgewater, to Sangerfield. From Onondaga, by Selina, 
Liverpool, Three Rivers Point and Oswego Falls, to Oswego. From 
Vernon, by Smithfield and Cazenovia, to Pompey. From Utica, by 
Whitestown, Rome, Camden, Adams and Sackett's Harbor, to Browns
ville. From Utica, by Trenton, Steuben, Leyden, Tnrin, Lowville, Har
risburg, Oxbow, Dekalb, Canton, Ogdensburg, Lisbon, Hamilton, Ma
drid, Pottsdam, Chesterfield, Malone and Chetaugo, to Plattsburg. From 
Starrisburg, by Champion, Watertown and Brownsville, to Port Putnam. 
From Little Falls, by Fairfield, Newport and Russia, to Remsen. From 
Perramus, by Tappan, Clarkstown and Kakiat, to Havrestraw. From 
Schenectady, by Ballstown, Ballstown Spnngs, Saratoga Springs, Green
field and Hadley, to Broadalbin. From Cauglmawago, by Johnson and 
Mayfield, to Northampton. From Lansinburg, by Shagbticoke, Easton, 
Greenwich, Argyle, Hartford and Whitehall, to Fairhaven, Vt. From 
Sandy Hill, by Fort Ann, to Whitehall. From Lansinburg, by Cam
bridge, Salem, Hebron, Granville and Hampton, to Poultney, Vt. From 
Willsboro' to Charlotte, Vt. From Albany to New Lebanon. From 
Hudson, by Claverac, to Egremont, Ms. 

In New Jc1·scy.-From Morrisville, Pa. by Trenton, Princeton, New 
Brunswick, Rahway, Elizabethtown and Newark, to Jersey city. From 
Philadelphia, Pa. by Cooperstown, Gloocester, Woodbury, Swedesboro' 
and Woodstown, to Salem. From Cooperstown, by Long Coming, Blue 
Anchor, Riverbridge and Somer's Point, to Absecome. From Coopers
town, by Haddonfield, Taunton and Atsion, to Tuckertown. From 
Trenton, by Bordentown, Mount Holly, Black Horse, New Egypt, New 
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Mills, Mount Holly, Morestown, Haddonfield, Cooperstown, Gloucester, 
Woodbury, Mullicohill, Poletavern, Deerfield, Bridgetown, Millville, Port 
Elizabeth, Dennis and Cape May c. h. to Cape Island. From Trenton, 
by Pennington, Flemington, Alexandria, Belvidere, Hope, Johnsonburg 
and Newtown, to Hamburg. From Trenton, by Allentown, Cranberry, 
Monmouth, Shrewsbury, Middletown Point, Spotswood, New Bruns
wick, Somerville, Pluckemin, New Germanton, New Hampton, Asbury 
and Pittston, to Alexandria. From New Hope, Pa. by Somerville, 
Bound brook, Newmarket, Plainfield, Scotch Plains and Springfield, to 
Newark. From Easton, Pa. by Belvidere and Knowlton Milla, to De
totsburg, Pa. From Scotch Plains to New Pr-ovidence. From Rahway, 
by Woodbridge, to Amboy. From Newark, by Chatham, Morristown, 
Rockaway an<l Sparta, to Newtown, thence by Hacketstown, Washing
ton Valley, Chester and Meuham, to Morristown. From Morristown, 
by Baskenridge, to Somerville. From .Jersey City, by Bergen, Hacken
sack and Paramus, to New Antrim. From Bristol, Pa. to Burlington. 
From Bridgetown to Cedarville. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Wilmington, D. by Chester, Darby, Phila
delphia, Frankfort and Bristol, to Morrisville. From Philadelphia, by 
Downingtown, Lancaster, Elizabethtown, Middletown, Harrisburg, Car
li~le, Shippensburg, Chambersburg, M•Connelstown, Bedford, Somerset, 
Greensburg, Pittsburg, Cannonsburg and Washington, to West Mid
dletown. From Taneytown, Md. by Petersburg, Hanover, York and 
Columbia, to Lancaster. From Brick Meeting-house, Md. by the Rising 
Sun, Unicorn, Black Horse, Sorrel Horse, Lancaster, Leditz, Ephrata, 
Reemstown, Adamstown, Reading, Cootstown, Allentown, Bethlehem, 
E1ston, Stroudsburg and Middletown, to Milford, and thence to Pitts
ton. From Brick Meeting-house, Md. by New London, Chatham, 
Kennett's square, Marshalltown and vVest Chester, to Downingtown. 
From Wilmington, D. by New Garden, Chatham, Gap and Strasburg, 
to Lancaster. From Lancaster, by New Ho!land,.Churchtown, Morgan
town, Pughtown, Pawlingsford, Norristown, Montgomery, Doylestown, 
New Hope, Newtown and Attleborough, to Bristol. From Philadelphia, 
by Jenkintown, Doylestown, Plumstead, Bursontown, Easton, Hellers, 
Woods, Wilkesbarre, Pittston, Putnam, Braintrem, Wyalusing, Standing 
Stone, Wysox and Sheshequin, to Athens. From Pittston, by Provi
dence and Willingboro', to Binghamton, New York. From Plumstead, 
by Eerwinna, to Alexandria, N. J. From Jenkintown to New Hope. 
From Philadelphia, by Germantown, Chesnut-hill, Whitemarsh, Montgo
mery Square, Quakertown, Bethlehem, Kreidersville, Lausanne and 
Nescopeck, to Berwick. From Bethlehem to Nazareth. From Phila
delphia, by Germantown, Springtown, Norristown, Trap, Reading, 
Hamburg, Sunbury, Northumberland, l\Iilton, Muncey and Williamsport, 
to Wellsborough. From Milton, by Washington and Jerseytown, to 
Froetston. From Harrisburg, by Halifax, Sunbury, Northumberland, 
Lewisburg, Mifflinburg and Aaronsburg, to Bellefont, Milesburg, Clear
field and Venango, to Mercer. From Harrisburg, by Palmyra, Lebanon 
and ,v omelsdorf, to Reading. From Lebanon to Jonestown. From 
Harrisburg, by Clarks-ferry, Millerstown, Thompsonton, Mifflintown, 
Lewistown, l\i'Vaytown, Huntingdon, Alexandria, Hollidaysburg, Be_aula, 
Armagh, Indiana, through Alexandria, to Greensburg. From M1ffim
town, by Waterford, Concord, to Fannetsburg. From Manchester, Md. 
by Hanover, Abbotstown, Berlin and Sulphur Springs, to Carlisle. 
From Uni9n, Md. by Petersburg and Gettisburg, to Chambersb~rg. 
From Emittsburg, Md. by Gettisburg, Carlisle, Gap, Millerstown, Selm's 
Grove, Northumberland, Danville, Bloomsburg, Berwick, Salem and 
Hanover, to \Vilkesbarre. From Carlisle, by Waggoners' Gap, Landis
burg, Hacketts, Shower's Mill and Zimmermans, to Douglass' MiH. 
From Hagerstown, Md. by Greencastle, Chambersburg, Strasburg, Fan-
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netsburg, Bedford furnace, Shirleys, Huntingdon, Centre furnace, Bel
font, Jersey shore, to Williamsport. From Belfont to Lewistown. From 
Gettisburg, by Fairfield and Greencastle, to Messersburg. From Cum
berland, Md. by Salisbury and Berlin, to Somerset. From Somerset, 
by Connellsville, Union and New Geneva, to Morgantown, Va. From 
Somerset, by Staystown, to Ebensburg. From Greensburg, by New 
Alexandria, to Kittaning. From Greensburg, by Mount Pleasant, Robbs
town, Parkinson's ferry and Washington, to Burgettstown. From Union, 
by Brownsville, W a'shington, W aynesborough and Jeffersonville, to 
Union. From Pittsburg, by Butler, Mercer, Franklin, Meadsville, 
Crawford and Le Beuf, to Erie. From Erie to Litchfield, 0. From 
Pittsburg, by Beavertown, to Greersburg. From Beavertown to George
town. From Baltimore, Md. to York. 

In Michigan.-From Fort Miami, by Frenchtown, to Detroit. 
In Ohio.-From Point Pleasant, Va. by Gallipolis, Sciota Salt Works, 

Chilicotha, Franklinton, Worthington, Delaware, Mount Vernon, Mans
field, Ripley and Bronson, to Huron. From Marietta, by Belpre, to 
Wood c, h. From Marietta, by Athens, Chilicotha, New Market, Wil
liamsburg, Milford, Columbia, Cincinnati, to Northbend. From Wheel
ing, Va. by St. Clairsville, Morristown, Frankford, Cambridge, Zanes
ville, Springfield, New Lancaster, Chilicotha and Browns' Cross-roads, 
to Maysville, K. From Cincinnati, by Crossby, Hamilton, Franklin, 
Dayton, Staunton, Troy, Pique Town, Springfield, Ludlow, Xenia, 
Waynesville, Lebanon and Montgomery, to Cincinnati. From Chili
cotha, by Pepee, to Alexandria. From Zanesville, by Gnadenhutten 
and New Philadelphia, to Canton. From Marietta, by Waterford, 
Zanesville, Newark, Greenville, Worthington, to Urbana. From Troy 
to Greenville. From Brook c. h. Va. to Steubenville and Faucettstown, 
to New. Lisbon. From Greersburg or Beavertown, Pa. by New Lisbon, 
Deerfiefd, Ravenna, Hudson, Cleveland, Huron, Perkins, Patterson and 
Sandusky, to Fort Miami. From Greersburg, Pa. by Poland, Youngs
town and Warren, to Jefferson, and return by Williamsfield, Smithfield 
and Brookfield, to Warren. From Litchfield, by Ralphville, Jefferson 
and Anstinville, to Cleveland. From Youngstown to Canfield. 

In Indiana.-From Louisville, K. by Jeffersonville, Clarksville, Cory
don and Vincennes, to the United States' Saline. From Northbend, 0. 
by Laurenceburg, to Port William, K. 

In lllinois.-From Vincennes, In. T. by Kaskaskia, Prairies du Ro
chers and Cohakia, to St. Louis. From Smithland, K. by Fort Mas-
sack and Tywappety, to Cape Girardeau, L. T. . 

In Louisiana.-From St. Genevieve, by Mine au Burton and St. 
Louis, to St. Charles. From Kaskaskia, I. T. by Genevieve and Cape 
Girardeau, to New Madrid. 

In Delaware.-From Elkton, Md. by Christiana and Newport, to 
Wilmington. From Wilmington, by New Castle, St. Georges, Cant
well's Bridge, Smyrna, Dover, Camden, Frederica, Milford, Georgetown 
and Dagsborough, to Poplartown, Md. From Cantwell's bridge, by 
Middletown, to Warwick, Md. From Frederica to Whiteleysburg. 
From Salisbury, Md. by Laurel, Concord and Georgetown, to Lewis
town. From New Market, Md. by North West Fork Bridge and 
Bridge Branch, to Georgetown. 

In llfaryland.-From Washington City, by Bladensburg, Baltimore, 
Harford, Havre de Grace and North East, to Elkton. From Washing
ton City, by Upper Marlboro', Queen Ann, Annapolis, Haddaways, St. 
Michaels, Easton, Cambridge, Vienna, Salisbury, Snowhill, Princess 
Ann, White Haven a11d Quantico, to Vienna. From Poplartown, by 
Snow hill, to Horntown. From Salisbury to Quantico. From Cambridge 
to New Market. From Easton, by Centerville, Churchhill, Chestertown, 
Georgetown Cross-roads and Sassafras, to Warwick. From Georgetown 



ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Ctt. 30. 1810. 

Cross-roads, by the head of Chester, Sudler's Cross-roads, Beaver dam 
and Nine Bridges, to Greensborough. From Easton, by Hillsborough, 
Denton and Greensborough, to Whiteleysburg, D. From Elkton to 
Brick Meeting-house. From Harford to Belle Air. From Baltimore 
to Annapolis. From Baltimore, by Rockall, to Chestertown. From 
Baltimore, by Reistersto_wn, to Manchester. From Reisterstown, by 
Westminster, to Union Mills. From Baltimore, by Ellicott's Lower Mills 
Poplartown, New Market, Fredericktown and Newtown, to Harper'; 
Ferry. From ~altimore, by Queenstown, to Centreville. From Wash
ington City, by Georgetown, Montgomery c. h. Clarksburcr, Frederick
town, Middletown, Hagerstown, Hancock, Berkeley Sprir:"gs, Oldtown, 
to Cumberland, and thence by the national road, to Union, Pa. Froni 
Washington City, by Brookville and Triadelphia, to Ellicott's Mills. 
From Fredericktown to Liberty. From Fredericktown, by Woods
borough, to Taneytown. From Fredericktown, by Creagerstown, to 
Emmetsburg. From Shepherdstown, Va. by Sharpsburg and Williams
port, to Hagerstown. From Upper Marlborough, by Nottingham, 
Aquasco, Benedict and Charlotte Hall, to Chaptico. From Queen Ann, 
by Pig Point, Tracey's landing, Lower Marlborough, Huntington and 
Calvert c. h. to St. Leonards. From Washington City, by Piscataway, 
Port Tobacco, Allen fresh, Newport, Chaptico, Leonardtown, Great Mill 
and St. Inigoes, to Ridge. From Port Tobacco, by Tophill, to Nanje
moy. From Leesburg, Va. by Charlesburg, to Montgomery c. h. From 
Fredericktown to Leesburg. From Newtown Trap, by Berlin, Thrasher's 
store and Hamilton's mill, to ·w aterford in Va. 

In Virginia.-From Washington City, by Alexandria, Dumfries, Staf. 
ford c. h. Falmouth, Fredericksburg, Bowling Green, White Chimnies, 
Hanover c. h. Richmond, Petersburg, Harris's and Brunswick, to Warren
ton, N. C. From Washington City, by Prospect, Lanesville, Leesburg, 
Waterford, Hillsborough, Charlestown, Shepherdstown and Martinsburg, 
to Berkeley Springs. From Waterford, by Braden's Store, Janneys and 
Snicker's Gap, to Upperville. From Washington City, by Fairfax c. h. 
Goshen, Middleburg, Paris, Winchester, Romney, Westernport, Md. 
Gandysville, Clarksburg and Marshes, to Marietta, 0. From Gandys
ville to Morgantown. From Clarksburg to Beverly. From Pendleton 
c. h. by Moorfields, Romney, Springfield and Frankfort, to Cresapsburg, 
Md. From Williamsport, Md. by Martinsburg, Winchester, Stevensburg, 
Newtown, Strasburg, Woodstock, New Market and Harrisonburg, to 
Staunton. From Harper's Ferry, by Charlestown and Battletown, to 
Winchester. From Fairfax c. h. by Centreville, Haymarket, Warrenton, 
Madison c. h. Stanardsville, Staunton, Middlebrook, Brownsburg, Lex
ington, Natural Bridge, Pattonsburg, Finca~tle, Amsterdam, Salef!l, 
Airmont, Christiansburg and Evansham, to Abmgdon. From Alexandna 
to Fairfax c. h. From New York to Lovingston in Nelson county. From 
Colchester to Occoquan. From Fredericksburg, by Elk Run Church 
and Warrenton, to Gibsons and Oak Hill. From Fredericksburg, by 
Germana, Stevensburg, Culpepper c. h. Jeffersonton, Washington and 
Front Royal, to Winchester. From Culpepper c. h. by Woodville,~
T. Village, Pass Mills, Thornton's Gap, Mundell's Store and Hawksb1ll 
Mills, to New Market. From Fredericksburg, by Orange c. h. Gordons, 
Milton, Charlottsville, New Glasgow, to Lynchburg. From Lovingston, 
by Warren, to Warminster. From Frf!dericksburg, by Thornsburg, Chiles
hurg, Oxford, Crewsville and Price's Mills, to Goochland c. h. From 
Fredericksburg, by Spottsylvania c. h. Lewis's, Potties, Bibb's Store, 
Louisa c. h. Yanceyville and Mitchell's Store, to Goochland_ c. h. From 
Fredericksburg, by King George c. h. Broadfield, Mattoxbndge, Leeds
town, Templeman's Cross Roads, Richmond c. h. Mou~t Airy, Farnham, 
Kinsale, Northumberland c. h. and Lancaster c. h. to Kilmarnock. From 
Fredericksburg, by Port Royal, Laytons, Tappahannock, Urbanna and 
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Gloucester c. h. to Yorktown. From Bowling Green, by Broaddus's 
Mills, Dunkirk, Walkerton, King and Queen c. h. and Gloucester c. h 
to Matthews c. h. From Dunkirk, by Aylett's Warehouse, Krng William 
c. h. to Lilly Point. From Richmond, by Goochland c. h. Columbia, 
Milton, Charlottsville, New York, Waynesburg, Staunton, Warm Springs, 
Callaghans or Browns, Snlphur Springs, Lewisburg, Kenhawa c. h. and 
Hudsons, to Point Pleasant. From Hudsons, by Wards and Jourdans, 
to Catlettsburg, at the mouth of Big Sandy. From Callaghans, by Sweet 
Springs and Union, to Giles' c. h. From Evansham, by Jeffersonville 
and Franklin, to Jonesville. From Evansham, by Austin\·ille, to Green
ville. From Richmond, by Powhatan c. h. Cumberland c. h. Floods, 
Lynchburg, Beufords, Hourytown and Fincastle, to Sweet Springs. 
From Liberty, by Brown's Store, Rockymount, Henry c. h. to Patrick 
c. h. From Powhatan c. h. by Cartersville, New Canton, Buckingham 
c. h. and Bent Creek, to Lynchburg. From Powhatan c. h. by Farm
ville, Prince Edward c. h. Charlotte c. h. Marysville, Halifax c. h. Pay
tonsburg and Pittsylvania c. h. to Henry c. h. and from Peytonsburg, lo 
Danville. From Prince Edward c. h. by Kelso's Store, to Hunters. 
From Pittsylvania c. h. by Danville, to Caswell c, h. in N. C. From 
Lynchburg, by Bethel, Pedlar Mills and Wincanton, to Lexington. From 
Lynchburg, by Campbell c. h. Ward's Ferry on Staunton river and 
Stone's Store, to Pittsylvania c. h. From Richmond, by Chesterfield c. 
h. Spring Hill, Colesville, Jenitoe Bri<lge, Cassel's Store, Amelia c. h. 
Painesville and Jamestown, to Farmville. From Charlotte c. h. by 
Rough Creek Church and Reeds Store on Falling river, to Campbeil 
c. h. From Richmond, by Hanovertown, Dunkirk and Tappahannock, 
to Richmond c. h. From Richmond, by Frazers, New Kent c. h. Wil
liamsburg, Yorktown, Hampton, Norfolk and Great Bridge, to North
west River Bridge. From Richmond, by Granville, to Charles City c. 
h. From Petersburg, by Dinwiddie c. h. Nottaway c. h. Hendersonville, 
Hungrytown, Double Bridge, Haleys, Willies, Bibb's Ferry and Scotts
burg, to Halifax c. h. From Petersburg, by Prince George, Cabbin 
Point, Surry c. h. Smithfield, Everitt's Bridge, Suffolk and Portsmouth, 
to Norfolk. The mail may be sent from Smithfield, by Sleepy Hole 
Ferry, and thence to Suffolk, when the road and ferry are in convenient 
repair. From Petersburg to City Point. From Petersburg, by Sussex 
c. h. Jerusalem and South Quay, to Murfreesboro', N. C. From Hicks's 
Ford, by Smith's Store, to Murfreesboro'. From Harrisville, by Fields 
Mill, Quarlesville, M'Farlands, Lunenburg c. h. Christiansville, Marshalls
ville, Mecklenburg c. h. St. Tammany's and Geese Bridge, to Harrisville. 
From Percivalls, by Westward Mill, Mason's, Belfield and Hicks's Ford, 
to Halifax, N. C. From Hicks's Ford, by Cross Keys, Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem, to Suffolk. From Billips's to Hicks's Ford. From West 
Middletown, Pa. by Brook c. h. and Short Creek, to Wheeling. From 
Horntown, by Accomac c. h. and Northampton c. h. to Norfolk. From 
West Liberty, by Short Creek, to Warrenton, 0. 

In Kcntucky.-From Maysville, by Washington, Millersburg, Paris, 
Lexington, Frankfort, Springfield, Greensburg, Glasgow and Bowling 
Green, to Russelsville. From Catlettsburg, by Greenup c. h .. Johnson's 
Mills, Vanceburg, Salt Works, Lewis c. h. and Flemmingsburg, to 
Millersburg, thence by Mount Sterling and the Olympian Springs, to 
Catlettsburg. From Cumberland-Gap, by Barboursville, Road Forks, 
Crab Orchard, Stanford, Danville, Harrodsburg, Frankfort and New 
Castle, to Port ·William. From Road Forks to Clay c. h. From Wash
ington, by Augusta and Newport, to Boon c. h. From Lexington, by 
Nicholasville, Richmond and Lancaster, to Danville. From Frankfort, 
by Georgetown, Cynthiana, Falmouth and Newport, to Cincinnati, O. 
From Frankfort, 'by Shelbyville, Louisville, ShepperdsviHe, Bairdstown, 
Springfield and Danville, to Casey c. h. From Frankfort, by M.iddle-
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town, Bairrlstown, Bealshurg, Elizabethtown, Grangerville, Hardenbnrg, 
Hartford and Muhlenburg c. h. to Russelsville. From Hardenburg, by 
Yellow Banks, Hendersonton, U.S. Saline, In. T. to Shawnee Town 
I), T. and t~ Livingston c. h. From Russelsville, by Christian c. h. BJdy~ 
ville and Lmngston c. h. to Smithland. From Stanford, by Pulaski c. h. 
Wayne c. h. Cumberland and Adair, to Greensburg. From Lexington, 
by Winchester and Mount Sterling, to Estill c. h. From Muhle11burg 
c. h. Hopkins c. h. by Harpsburg, to Henderson. 

In North Carolina.-From Warrenton, by Louisburg, Raleigh, Ave
rysboro', Fayetteville, Lumberton and Nolands, to Barefields, S. C. 
From Suffolk, Va. by Gates c. h. Edenton, Lees Mills, Plymouth, Wash
ington, Newbern, Swansboro' and 'Wilmington, to Smithville. From 
Henry c. h. Va. to Germanton. From Greensville, Va. by Scull Camp, 
Mount Airy and Bethania, to Salem. From Warrenton, by Williams
boro', Oxford, Person c. h. Leesburg, Caswell c. h. Lenox Castle, Rock
ingham c. h. and Germanton, to Salem. From Oxford to Hillsboro'. 
From Raleigh, by N utthall's Store, to Oxford. From Raleigh, by Chapel 
Hill, Hillsboro', Allcmance, Greensboro', Salem, Huntsville, Honston
ville, Statesville, Island Ford, Morgantown and Ashville, to the Warm 
Springs, and from Ashville to Haywood c. h. From Hillsboro', by Mout1t 
Tirzah, Person c. h. Williamsville and the RPd House, to Halifax c. h. 
Va. From Huntsville, by Rockford, Hamptonville and Wilkesboro', to Ash 
c. h. From Salem, by Lexington, Salisbury and Concord, to Charlotte. 
From Charlotte to Statesville. From Raleigh, by Pittsboro', Randolph 
c. h. Salisbury, Beattysford, Grahams, Lincolnton and Rutherfordton, to 
Spartansburg, S. C. From Fayetteville, hy Moor c. h. Waddels Ferry, 
Tyson's Store, Linly's Store and Hillsboro', by Jones' Ferry, to Pitts• 
boro', and thence by Haywood, to Fayetteville. From Fayetteville, by 
Rockingham, Wadesboro', Springville and Tindallsville, to Salisbury. 
From Fayetteville, by Laurel Hill, to Winfieldsville, S. C. From War
renton, by Jones' Store, Halifax, Northampton c. h. Murfreesborough, 
Winton, Coleraine, Windsor, Edenton, Hartford, Nixonton, Elizabeth, 
Camden c. h. Indiantown, Currituck c. h. and 'fulls Creek, to North
west Bridge, Va. From Elizabeth to New Lebanon. From Warrenton, 
by Ransom's Bridge, Sill's Store, Nash c. h. Tarborough, Greenville, 
Washington, Bath, Woodstock and Germanton, to Lake Landing, 
on Mattamuskeet. From Halifali, by Enfield, Mount Prospect, to Tar
borough. From Raleigh to Nash c. h. From Halifax, by Sc~itland 
Neck, Hamilton, Williamston, Jamestown, Plymouth and Wash111gton 
c. h. to Scuppernong. From Raleigh, by Smithfield, Waynesboro', 
Kincrston and Newbern to Beaufort. From Kingston to Snowhill. 
Fro~ Fayetteville, by Sa;npson c. h. Duplin c. h. and South Washington, 
to Wilmington. From Fayetteville, by Elizabethtown, to Wilmington. 
From Elizabethtown to Marsh Castle. 

In Tennessee.-From Abingdon, Va. by Blountsville, Rossville, Rogers
ville, Whitesides, Been's Station, Rutledge, Knoxville, Campbell, Mere• 
dith, Kingston, Hartleys, Alexanders, White Plains, Carthage, Dixons 
Springs, Cairo, Gallatin, Hendersonville, N ashv1lle, Franklin and Colum
bia, to the Bier Spring. From Blountsville, by Jonesborough, Green
ville, Cheek's Cross Roads and Dandridge, to Knoxville. From Jones
borough, by Elizabethtown, to Ash c. h. N. C. From the Warm Spring~, 
N. C. by Newport, Sevierville, Knoxville, Clinton and Chitwood, to Pulaski, 
K. From Newport, by Cheek's Cross Roads, Been's Station, Tazewell 
and Powell's Valley, to Cumberland Gap. From Knoxville,_ by ~arys
ville, Telico, Amoy river, Vanstown, Turkeytown, near the JUnclion of 
Koose and Talipoose rivers, being the head of Alihama river, to Fort 
Stoddert ori the Mobile river, M. T. From Carthage to LJ>banon. From 
Carthage to Fort Blount. From Nashville, by Charlotte, Hickman c. h. 
and Humphreys c. h. to Charlotte. From Nashville, by Springfield, to 
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Russelville, K. From Springfield, by Port Royal, Clarksville and Pal
myra, to Steward c. h. and from thence to Eddyville, in the state of 
Kentucky. From Kingston, by Rhea c. h. Bledsoe c. h. Warren and 
Jefferson, to Nashville. From Wayne c. h. Kentucky, by Overton c. h. 
and White Plains, to White c. h. From Columbia, by Shelbyville, 
Winchester, Fayetteville, Huntsville, M. T. and Pulaski, to Columbia. 
From Bledsoe c. h. to Franklin c. b. 

In Soutli Carolina.-From Barefields, by Port's ferry, China Grove, 
Georgetown, Charleston, Jacksenboro', Pocotaligo and Coosawhatcha, 
to Savannah, Ga. From Greenville, by Pickensville, Pendleton c. h. 
and Hattensford, to Carnesville, Ga. From Winfieldsville, by Cheraw 
c. h. Camden, Columbia, Edgefield c. h. and Cambelltown, to Augusta, 
Ga. From Barefields, by Marion c. h. Ilesboro', Bitheosville and Har
leysville, to Barefields. From Port's ferry, to Conwayborough. From 
Wadesborotigh, N. C. by Sneedsborough, Chatham, Cheraw c. h. and 
Darlington c. h. to Port's ferry on Lynch Creek. From Charleston, by 
Monks Corner, Jamesville, Statesburg, Camden, Chesnut-ferry, Peas' 
store, Rocky Mount, Lansford, and Alexanders, to Charlotte, to return 
by Cairo and Lancaster, to Camden. From Columbia, by Miersville, 
Statesburg, Sumpterville, Salem, Kingstree, Indiantown and Willtown, 
to China Grove. From Columbia, by Winnsborough, Chester c. h. 
York c. h. Pinckneyville, Union, Meansville and Spartanburg, to Green
ville. From Columbia, by Monticello, Hendersons, O'Neals, the Keys, 
Cross Anchor and Shackelsfords, to Greenville, return by Stonesville, 
Young's Store, Scuffietown, Huntington, Poplar Grove and Springhill, 
to Columbia. From Charleston, by Dorchester, St. Georges, Orange
burgh, Columbia, Newbury c. h. Belfast, Laurens c. h. Fork Shoal, 
Greenville, Reedsville and Claytonsville, to Ashville, N. C. to return by 
Murraysville to Greenville. From Greenville, return by Tumbling Shoal 
and Laurens c. h. to Columbia. From Edgefield, c. h. by Richardsons, 
Cambridge, Abbeville and Rocky River, to Pendleton c. h. From 
Edgefield c. h. by Long Miers, Willington, Vienna. and Andersonville, 
to Pendleton c. h. From Jacksonboro', by Barnwell c. h. and Camp
belltown, to Augusta, Ga. From Pocotaligo to Beaufort. From Char
lotte, N. C. to York c. h. From Petersburg, Ga. to Vienna. 

In Georgia.-From Savannah, by Bryan c. h. Riceboro', M•fotosh 
c. h. Darien and Brun~wick, to St. Mary's. From Augusta, by Lincoln
ton, Petersbu~g and Elberton, to Franklin c. h. From Augusta, by 
Columbiac. h. Washington, Lexington, Athens, Watkinsville andClarks
boro', to Jefferson. From Augusta, by Columbia c. h. Warrenton, 
Sparta, Milledgeville, and Jones c. h. to Hawkins, on the Oakmulgee 
river, and from thence to Coweta. From Milledgeville, by Putnam c. 
h. Morgar~ c. h. and Watkinsville, to Athens. From Darien, by Jones' 
to Milledgeville. From i\Iorgan c. h. to Randolph c. h. From Mil
ledgeville to Saundersville. From Augusta, by Waynesboro', Louisville, 
Georgetown, Warrenton, Powelton and Greensboro', to Washington. 
From Augusta, by Jacksonboro,' to Savannah. From Riceboro' to Sun
bury. 

In lJJississippi.-From the Big Spring, by Bear Creek, M•Intoshville, 
\Valnut Hill, St. Albans, Grindstoneford, Port Gibson, Greenville, Wash
ington, Natchez, •Ellis' ferry and Loftus Heights, to Pinckneyville. From 
M•Intoshville, or White Oak Creek, by Fort St .. Stephens, to Fort Stod
dert. From Coweta, by Tuckabachy, Tensaw and Fort Stoddert, to 
Pascagoola river. 

In Orleans Territory.-From Pinckneyville, by Baton Rouge, Ab
beville, La Fourche or Hou mas, St. Charles and New Orleans, to Balize. 
From La Fouche, by Point Coupee, Opeloosa and Rapid, to Nachi
tochez. From Pascagoola river to New Orleans. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
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of June n~xt, all post roads heretofore established by any act of Congress 
of the United States, shall be and the same are hereby discontinued• 
Provided, ~h3:t nothing herein contained shall be construed so as to at: 
feet any ex1stmg, contracts. 

APPROVED, April 28, 1810. 

CHAP. XXXI.-.Rn .Bet to extend the time for locating Virgfoia military land 
warrants, and for returning the surveys thereon to the Secretary qf t/,e !lepart• 
ment rf War. 

Be it enaded ?Y t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the officers and soldiers 
of ~he Virginia line on co?ti~ental establishment, their heirs or assigns, 
entitl:d to b?un~y lands :v1thi~ the tract r~se:"ed by Virginia, between 
the Little Miami and Scwta nvers, for satisfymg the legal bounties to 
her officers and soldiers upon continental establishment, shall be allowed 
a fu1;ther term of five years, from_ and after the passage of this act, to 
obtam warrants and complete their locations, and a further term of seven 
years, from and after tbe passage of this act as aforesaid, to return their 
surveys and warrants, or certified copies of warrants to the office of the 
secretary of the war department, any thing in any former act to the 
contrary notwithstanding: Provided, that no locations as aforesaid, 
within the above mentioned tract, shall, after the passing of this act, be 
made on tracts of land for which patents had previously been issued, or 
which had bee~ previously surveyed; and any patent which may never
theless be obtarned for land located contrary to the provisions of this 
section, shall be considered as null and void. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1810. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-..in .Bet providing for the printing and distributing ef such 
Laws ef the United States, as respect the Public Land.s. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Un-itcd 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be collected 
into one volume and arranged, the several laws of the United States, 
resolutions of the Congress under the confederation, treaties and procla
mations that have operation and respect to the public lands: and to 
cause twelve hundred copies to be printed, one of which shall be trans
mitted to each of the exi8ting land boards of commissioners for settling 
land claims, and a copy to each of the regis_ters and receivers of p~blic 
monies of the several land-offices of the U mted States; and the residue 
of the said copies shall be preserved for the future disposition of Con
gress. 

APPROVED, April 27, 1810. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-An .Bet providing for the better accommodation ef the General 
Post-office and Patent O.ffice, and for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and hereby is authorized to erect, or procure by pur
chase a building suitable for the accommodation of the general post
office: and of the office of the keeper of the patents,_ in such situation, 
and finished in such manner, as the interest of the Umted States and the 
safety and convenience of those offices r~spe~tive)Yi and the ~rrangement 
of the models in the patent office shall, rn his opm10~, require. . 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the Umted 
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States be, and hereby is authorized to cause the city post-office, and the 
offices of the superintendent and surveyor of the city of Washington, to 
be immediately removed from the public build.ing west of the President's 
house; and that he cause to be built within the said public building, 
as many fire-proof rooms as shall be sufficient for the convenient deposit 
of all the public papers and records of the United States, belonging to, 
or in the custody of the state, war or navy departments. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars be appropriated for the purposes expressed in this act, out of any 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPRovi;:o, April 2S, 1810. 

CHAP, XXXV.-An .!J,ct providing for the sale ef certain lands in the Indiana 
territory, and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that tract of land, to 
which the Indirn title was extinguished by the treaty made at Fort 
Wayne, on the thirtieth day of September, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, lying west, and adjoining to the boundary line 
established by the treaty of Greenville, shall be attached to, and made a 
part of tbe district of Cincinnati; and the residue of the lands to which 
the Indian title was extinguished by the said treaty, and other treaties 
made at Vincennes in the same year, shall be attached to, and made 1:1 
·part of the district of Vincennes; and the said lands, with the exception 
of section number sixteen, which shall be reserved in each township for 
the use of schools within the same, shall be offered for sale to the' highest 
bidder, under the direction of the register of the land-office, and of the 
receiver of public monies, at the places respectively where the land
offices are kept, and on such day or days as shall by proclamation of the 
President of the United States, be designated for that purpose; the sales 
shall remain open at Cincinnati one week, and at Vincennes three 
weeks and no longer; the lands shall not be sold for less than two dol
lars an acre, and shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same 
size, and on the same terms and conditions, as have been or may be 
provided for lands sold in the same districts; all the lands in the said 
tracts, with the exception above mentioned, remaining unsold at the 
close of the said sales, may be disposed of at private sale by the register 
of the respective land-offices, in the same manner, under the same regu
lations, for the same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as 
are, or may be provided by law for the sale of lands in the same districts, 
and patents shall be obtained in the same manner, and on the same 
terms as for other public lands, sold in the same districts. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the several superintendents 
of public sales directed by this act, shall receive four dollars a d,1y, for 
each day's attendance on the said sales; 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of June next, the second principal meridian est11blished by the surveyor
general in the Indiana territory, shall be the boundary between the dis
tricts of Vincennes and Jeffersonville; and the lands included in the said 
districts respectively, according to the boundaries above mentioned, shall 
become a part of the district in which they are included, and shall be 
sold at the same place, in the same manner, and on the same terms and 
conditions as the other public lands, lying in the same district. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons entitled 
to donation lands, in the district of Vincennes by any former resolution 
or act of Congress, and who were minors, or did not reside within the 

(a) See notes to the act of March 26, 1804, ch11-p. 35. 
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Indiana territory during the time allowed by law for registering claims 
to land within the said district, and whose claims have not heretofore 
been preseHted to ~ither of the boards of _cornmission~rs for adjusting 
claims to land at V mcennes and Kaskaskia, may, untrl the first day of 
November next, give notice, in writing, to the register of the land-office 
of the said district of their claims, and have the evidence of the same 
recorded in the same manner, and on payment of the fees provicted by 
an act, entituled "An act making provision for the disposal of the public 
lands in the Indiana territory, and for other. purposes;" and the right of 
any such versons neglecting to give such notice of his claim, and to 
have the evidence of the same recorded, shall become void, and for ever 
be barred. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the register of the land-office 
and the receiver of public monies at Vincennes shall perform the same 
duties and exercise the same powers in relation to the claims filed with 
the register under this act, which by the last recited act were enjoined 
on, or vested in the commissioners designated by the said act; and it 
shall also be the duty of the said register and receiver, to make to the 
Secretary of the Treasury a report of all the claims thus filed with the 
register of the land-office, together with the substance of the evidence 
adduced in support thereof, with such remarks thereon as they may 
think proper; which report, together with a list of the claims, which in 
the opinion of the register and receiver ought to be confirmed, shall be 
laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before Congress at their next 
session, for their determination thereon; and the said register and re
ceiver shall each be allowed an additional compensation of one hundred 
dollars, in full for their services in relation to such claims, and one hun
dred dollars for clerk hire. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That a tract of land in the Illinois 
territory, at, and including Shawneetown, on the Ohio river, shall, under 
the direction of the surveyor-general, be laid off into town lots, streets 
and avenues, and into out lots, in such manner and of such dimensions 
as he- may judge proper: Provided, the tract so to be laid off shall not 
exceed the quantity of land contained in two entire sections, nor the 
town lots one quarter of an acre each. When the survey of the lots 
shall be completed, a plat thereof shall be returned to the surveyor
general, on which the town lots and out lots shall respectively be desig
nated by progressive numbers, who shall cause two copies to be made, 
one to be transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, and the other to 
the register of the land-office; and the lots shall be offered to the highest 
bidder at public sale, at the same time and place, on the same terms and 
conditions, (except as to the quantity of land,) as have or may be pro
vided for the sale of the other public lands in the said territory: Provided, 
that no town lot shall be sold for a less price than eight dollaiS, nor any 
out lot for less than at the rate of five dollars an acre. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1810. 

CHAP, XXXVI.-Jln 3ct lo extend tl,e time for maki11g payment for the Public 
Lands ,f /1,e United States in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person_ who, pnor 
to the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and six, ha? pu_r
chased any tract or tracts of land of the United States, not exceed mg Ill 
the whole, six hundred and forty acres, at any of the land-offices esta
blished for the disposal of said lands, whether such p~rcha~e was made 
at public or private sale, (sales by virtue of a pre-emption nght only ex
cepted,) and whose lands have not already been actually sold or reverted 
to the United States for non-payment of part of the purchase money, 
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and who shall for the term of at least one year previous to the expiration 
of five years from the date of the purchase of the land, have actually 
inhabited and cultivated any one tract of land thus purchased, and the 
time for making the last payment on account of such purchase accord
ing to former laws, may have expired or shall expire on or before the 
first day of January next, shall be allowed a further term of two years, 
for th~ payment of the residue of the principal due on account of such 
purchase; which further term of two years shall be calculated to com
mence from the expiration of one year from and after the day on which 
the last payment on account of such purchase should, according to 
former laws, have become due, and shall be allowed only on the follow
ing conditions, that is to say: First, that all the arrears of interest on 
the land purchased to the end of one year, from and after the day on 
which the last payment on account of such purchase should, according 
to former law,s, have become due, shall have been paid at or before the 
end of such year: Second, that the residue of the sum due on account 
of the principal of such purchase shall be paid with interest thereon, in 
two equal annual payments, viz: one half of the said residue with the 
interest, which may then be due thereon, within one year; and the 
other half of the said residue, with the interest which may then be due 
thereon, within two years after the expiration of one year, from and 
after the day on which the last payment on account of such purchase 
should, according to former laws, have become due. And in case of 
failure in paying either the arrears of interest, or each of the two instal
ments of principal, with the accruing interest, at the time arid times 
above mentioned, the tract of land shall be forthwith advertised and 
offered for sale in the manner and on the terms and conditions now 
prescribed for the sale of lands, purchased from the United States, and 
not paid for within the limited time; and shall revert, in like manner, 
to the United States, if the sum due with interest, be not at such sale 
bidden and paid. 

And in cases where any tract or tracts of land, not in the whole ex
ceeding six hundred and forty acres, which have since the first day of 
January last, reverted to the United States, for default of payment, the 
original purchaser may again enter the same tract or tracts. And all 
monies which such original purchaser may have paid shall be replaced 
to his credit, by the receiver of public monies of the respective land
offices, and such re-purchasers shall be allowed the same benefits of the 
extension of the time of payment, created by this act, as though no 
such reversion had occurred : Provided, such original purchaser shall 
make to the proper land officer such application for such re-entry, as is 
required by law for the entry of lands, on or before first day of June 
next, and the land so reverted shall not have then been previously re
sold. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1810. 

CHAP, XlXVII,-.On Jl.ct regulating the Post-office Establishment.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States <if America in Congi·ess assembled, That there be established, at 

(a) For the decisions of the courts of the United States on the duties and obligations of the" Post• 
rooster General,"" Postmasters," and" the Post-office," see act ofM1y 8, 1794, chap. 23, vol. i. 363. 

Previous acts for the regulation of the Post-office department:-
An act for the ~cmpo_rary establishment_ of the post-office. (Obsolete.) September 22, 1789, chap. 16. 
An act to contrnue 10 force for a hm1ted time, "An act for the temporary establishment of the post• 

office." (Obsolete.) August 4, 1790, chap. 36. 
An act to continue in force for a limited time, " an act for the temporary establishment of the post• 

office." (Obsolete.) March 3, 1791, chap. 23. 
An act to establish the post-office and post roads within the United States. (Expired.) Febrnary 20, 

1792, chnp. 7. 
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the seat or government of the United States, a general post-office, under 
the direction of a Postmaster-General. The Postmaster-General shall 
appoint two assistants, and such clerks as may be necessary, for perform
ing the business of his office. He shall establish post-offices and appoint 
postmasters, at all such places as shall appear to him expedient, on the 
post roads that are or may be established by law. He shall gwe his 
assistants, the postmasters, and all other persons whom he shall employ 
or who_ may b~ employe_d in any ?f the departments of the general post: 
office, mstructions relative to their duty. He shall provide for the car
riage of the mail on al_! post roads that are or may be established by law, 
and as often as he, havmg regard to the productiveness thereof, and other 
circumstances, shall think proper. He may direct the route or road, 
where there are more than one between places .desio-nated by law for a 
post road, which route shall be considered the post ~oad. He shall ob
tain from the postmasters their accounts and vouchers for their receipts 
and expenditures once in three months, or oftener, with the balances 
thereon arising in favour of the general post-office. He shall pay all ex
penses which may arise in conducting the post-office, and in the convey
ance of the mail, and all other necesssary expenses arising on the 
collection of the revenue and management of the general post•office. 
He shall prosecute offences against the post-office establishment. He 
shall once in three months render to the Secretary of the Treasury a 
quarterly account of all the receipts and expenditures in the said de-
partment, to be adjusted and settled as other public accounts. He shall 
also superintend the business of the department in all the duties, that 
are or may be assigned to it: Pror;ided, that in case of the death, resig
nation or removal from office of the Postmaster-General, all his duties 
shall be performed by his senior assistant, until a successor shall be ap
pointed and arrive at the general post-office to perform the business.( a) 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster-General, and 
all other persons employed in the general post-office, or in the care, 
custody or cpnveyance of the mail, shall, previous to entering upon the 

593 

General post. 
office establish
ed at the seat of 
government. 

Duties of the 
Postmaster.Ge
neral. 

An act to establish the post-office and post roads within the United States. (Obsolete.) May 8, 1794, 
chap. 23. 

An act in addition to the act entitled, "An act to establish the post-office and post roads in the United 
States." (Obsolete.) March 3, 1797, chap. 19. 

An act to continue in force the 5th section of the act entitled, "An aet in addition to t!ie act entitled, 
An act to establish the post-office and post roads in the United States." (Obsolete.) March 28, 1798, 
chap. 24. 

An act to e•tablish the post·oflice in the United States. (Repealed.) March 2, 1799, chap. 43. 
An act further to alter and establish c.ertain post roads, and for other purposes. (Repealed.) March 

26, 1804, chap. 34. 
An act to establish certain post roads, and for other purposes. (Repealed.) March 3, 1807, chap. 43. 
Acts relating to the post-office department, passed subsequent t() the act of April 30, 1810, chap. 37. 
An act to provide additional revenues for defraying the expenses of government, and maintaining the 

public credit, by du'ties on sales at auction, and on licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, and for increasing the rates of postage. (Repeal_ed.) December 23, 1814, chap. 16. 

An act in addition to the act regulating the post-office establishment. (Repealed.) February 27, 1815, 
chap. 65. 

An act to repeal so much of an act passed on the 23d of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, as imposes additional duties on postage, February 1,_1816, chap. 7. . _ 

An act in addition to an act to regulate the post.office establishment. (Repealed.) April 9, 1816, ch. 4-?. 
An act to reduce into one, the several acts establishing and regulating the post-office department, 

March 3, 1825, chap. 64. 
An act amendatory of the act regulating the post-office department, March 2, 1827, chap. 61. 
An act to increase the salary of the Postmaster-General, March 2, 1827, ch'.'P· 62. 
An act to change the oro-anization of the post-office dep>rtment, and to provide more effectually for the 

settlement of the account: thereof, July 2, 1836, chap. 270. . . 
A resolution to change the time of making contracts for the transportation of the ma,!, May 14, 1836. 
A resolution to enable the Postmaster-General more readily to change the commencement of the con. 

tract year in the post-office department, March 2, 1837. 
An act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the year one 

thousand eight hundred and forty-two, May 18, 1842, chap. 29, sec. J. Act of 1845, chap. 43. 
A resolution in relation to the transmission of the British mail between Boston and Canada, and for 

olher purposes, June 15, 1844. Act of March 3, 1845. 
(a) Act of March 2, 1827. By the act of March 2, 1827, chap. 62, an addition to the salary of the 

Postmaster-General, of two thousand dollars was made. 
Vor,. II.-75 3 D 2 
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duties assigned to them, or the execution of their trusts, and befnre they 
shall be entitled to receive any emolument therefor, respectively take 
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, before some magistrate, 
and cause a certificate thereof to be filed in the general post-office: " I, 
A. B. do swear, or affirm ( as the case may be) that I will faithfully per
form.all the duties required of me, and abstain from every thing forbid
den by the laws in relation to the establishment of the post-office and 
post roads within the United States." Every person who shall he in any 
manner employed in the care, custody, conveyance or management of 
the mail, shall be subject to all pains, penalties and forfeitures for vio
lating the injunctions, or neglecting the duties required of him by the' 
laws relating to the establishment of the post-office and post roads, whe
ther such person shall have taken the oath or affirmation above pre
scribed or not. 

SEC. 3. A11d be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Postmaster-General to provide by contract, for the carriage of the mail 
on ariy road -011 which a stage wagon or other stage carriage shall be 
established, on condition that the expense thereof shal_l not exceed the 
revenue thence arising. It shall also be lawful for the Postmaster-Gene
ral to enter into contracts for a term not exceeding eight years, for 
extending the line of posts, an<l to authorize the persons so contracting, 
as a compensation for their expenses, to receive during the continuance 
of such contracts, at rates not exceeding those for like distances estab
lished by this act, all the postage which shall arise on letters, newspa
pers, magazines, pamphlets and packets, conveyed by any such post; 
and the roads designated in such contracts shall, during the continuance 
thereof, he deemed and considered as post roads within the provision of 
this act: and a duplicate of every such contract shall, within sixty days 
after the execution thereof, be lodged in the office of the comptroller of 
the treasury of the Uuited States. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlirr enacted, That no other than a free white 
person shall be employed in carrying the mail of the United States, on 
any of the post roads, either as a post-rider or driver of a carriage car
rying the mail; and every contractor or person who shall have stipulated 
or may hereafter stipulate to carry the mail, or whose duty it shall be to 
cause the same to be conveyed on any of the post roads as aforesaid, 
and who shall, contrary to this act, emproy any other than a free white 
person as a post-rider or driver, or in any other way to carry the mail on 
the same, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of fifty 
dollars; one moiety thereof to the use of the United States, and the 
other moiety thereof to the person who shall sue for and prosecute the 
same, before any court having competent jurisdiction thereof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster-General shall 
be authorized to allow the postmasters at the several distributing offices 
such compensation as shall be adequate to their several services in that 
respect: Provided, that the same shall not exceed, in the whole, five 
per cent. on the whole amount of postages on letters and newspapers 
received for distribution: Proniderl also, that if the number of mails, 
received at and despatched from any such office is not actually increased 
by the distributing system, then no additional allowance shall be made 
to the postmaster. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlur enacted, That whenever it shall be made 
to appear to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-General that any road 
established, or which may hereafter be established as a post road, is 
obstruc,ted by fences, gates or bars, or other than those lawfully used on 
turnpike roads to collect their toll, and not kept in good repair, with 
proper bridges and ferries where the same may be necessary, it shall he 
the duty of the Postmaster-General to report the same to Congress with 
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such information as can be obtained, to enable Congress to establiRh 
some other road instead of it in the same main direction. 

SEc. 7. Anrl be it further enacted, That "if any person shall know
ingly and wilfully obstruct or retard the passage of the mail, or of any 
driver or carrier, or of any horse or carriage carrying the same, he shall, 
upon conviction, for every such offence, pay a fine not exceediAg one 
hundred dollars: and 1~ any ferryman shall by wilful negligence or refu
sal to transport the mail across any ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit 
and pay for each ten minutes that the same shall be so delayed, a sum 
not exceeding ten dollars. 

SEc. 8. Anrl be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Postmaster-General to give public notice in one or more of the news
papers published at the seat of government of the United States, and in 
oue or more of the newspapers published in the state or states or terri
tory, where the contract is to be performed, for at least six weeks before 
entering into any contract for carrying the mail, that such contract is 
intended to be made, and the day on which it is to be concluded, de
scribing the places from and to which such mail is to be conveyed, the 
time at which it is to be made up, and the da.y and hour at which it is 
to be delivered. He shall moreover within ninety days after the making 
of any contract, lodge a duplicate thereof, together with the proposals 
which he shall have received respecting it, in the office of the comptrol
ler of the treasury of the United States: Provided, that no contract shall 
be entered into for a longer term than four years. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That every postmaster shall keep 
an office in which one or more persons shall attend on every day on 
which a mail, or bag, or other packet or parcel of letters shall arrive by 
land or water, as well as on other days, at such hours as the Postmaster
General shall direct, for the purpose of performing the duties thereof; 
and it shall be the duty of the postmaster at all reasonable hours, on 
every day of the week, to deliver, on demand, any letter, paper or packet, 
to the person entitled to or authorized to receive the same; and all 
letters brought to any post-office half an hour before the time of making 
up the mail at such office shall be forwarded therein; except at such 
post-offices, where, in the opinion of the Postmaster-General, it requires 
more time for making up the mail, and which he shall accordingly pre
scribe; but this shall in no case exceed one hour. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That no fees or perquisites shall 
be received by any person employed in the general post-office on account 
of the duties to be performed by virtue of his appointment. 

SEc. 1 l. And be it further enacted, That the following rates of post
age shall be charged on all letters and packets ( excepting such as are 
herein after exempted) conveyed by the posts of the United States, viz. 
for every letter composed of a single sheet of paper, conveyed not exceed
ing forty miles, eight cents; over forty, and not exceeding ninety miles, 
ten cents; over ninety, and uot exceeding one hundred and fifty miles, 
twelve and a half cents; over one hundred and fifty, and not exceeding 
three hundred miles, seventeen cents; over three hundred, and not ex
ceeding five hundred miles, twenty cents; over five hundred miles, 
twenty-five cents. And for every double letter, or one composed of two 
pieces of paper, double those rates; and for every triple letter, or one 
composed of three pieces of paper, triple those rates; and for every 
packet composed of four or more pieces of paper, or other thing, and 
weighing one ounce avoirdupois, quadruple those rates, and in that pro
portion for all greater weight : Provided, that no packet of letters con
veyed by the water mails shall be charged with more than quadruple 
postage, unless the same shall actually contain more than four distinct 
letters. No postmaster shall be obliged to receive, to be conveyed by 
the mail, any packet which shall weigh more than three pounds: and 
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the postage marked on any letter or package, and charged on the post 
bill which may accompany the same, shall, in favour of the postmaster 
who delivers out said letter, be conclusive evidence of the lawful postage 
thereon, unless said letter shall be opened in the presence of the said 
postmaster or his clerk. 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlter enacted, That every letter or packet 
brought into the United States, or carried from one port therein to 
another, in any private ship or vessel, shall be charged with six cents, 
if delivered at the post-office where the same shall arrive, and if destined 
to be conveyed by post to any other place, with two cents added to the 
ordinary rates of postage. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any postmaster, or other 
person authorized by the Postmaster-General, to receive the poi,tage of 
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any rate of postage, or 
gratuity or reward, other than is provided by this act, for the postage of 
letters or packets; on conviction thereof he shall forfeit for every such 
offence, one hundred dollars, and shall be rendered incapable of holding 
any office or appointment under the government of the United States. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlicr enacted, That no ship or vessel arriving 
at any port within the United States, where a post-office is established, 
shall be permitted to report, make entry, or break bulk, until the master 
or commander shall have delivered to the postmaster all letters directed 
to any person or persons within the United States, or the territories 
thereof, which, under his care, or within his power shall be brought in 
such ship or vessel, except such as are directed to the owner or con
signee of the ship or vessel, and except also such as are directed to be 
delivered at the port of delivery to which such ship or vessel may be 
bound. And it shall be the duty of the collector, or other officer of the 
port, empowered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to require, from 
every master or commander of such ship or vessel, an oath or affirma
tion, purporting that he has delivered all such letters, except as afore
said. And if any commander or master of any ship or vessel shall break 
bulk before he shall have complied with the requirements of this act, 
every such offender shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit for every such 
offence a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That· the postmasters to whom 
such letters may be delivered, shall pay to the master or commander, or 
other person, delivering the same, except the commanders of foreign 
packets, two cents for each letter or packet, and shall obtain, from the 
person delivering the same, a certificate specifying the number of letters 
and packets, with the name of the ship or vessel, and the place from 
whence she last sailed; which certificate, together with a receipt for the 
money, shall be, with his quarterly accounts, transmitted to the Post
master-General, who shall .credit him with the amount. 

SEc. rn. And be it further enacted, That if any person, other than 
the Postmaster-General or his deputies, or persons by them employed, 
shall be concerned in setting up or maintaining any foot or horse post, 
stage wagon, or other stage carriage or sleigh on any established post 
road, or from one post town to another post town, on any road adjacent 
or parallel to an established post road, or any packet boat or other ves
sel to ply regularly from one place to another, between which a regular 
communication by water shall be established by the United States, and 
shall receive any letter or packet, other than newspapers, magazines or 
pamphlets, and carry the same by such foot or horse post, stage wagon 
or other stage, carriage, or sleigh, packet boat or vessel, (excepting only 
such letter or letters as may be directed to the owner or owners of such 
conveyance, and relating to the same, or to the person to whom any 
packet or bundle in such conveyance is intended to be delivered,) every 
person so offending shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of fifty 
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dollars: Provided, that it shall be lawful for any person to send letters 
or packets by a special messenger. 

SEC, 17. And be it further enacted, That the deputy postmasters and 
other agents of the Postmaster-General shall duly account and answer 
to him, for all wa}'. letters which shall come to their hands; and for-this 
purpose the post riders and other carriers of the mail, receiving any way 
letter or letters ( and it shall be their duty to receive them, if presented 
more than two miles from a post-office) shall deliver the same, together 
with the postage, if paid, at the first post-office to which they shall after
wards arrive, where the postmaster shall duly enter the same, and specify 
the number and rate or rates in the post bill, adding to the rate of each 
way letter, one cent, which shall be paid by the postmaster to the mail 
carrier from whom such way letters shall be received. And that letters 
directed to persons living between post-offices may be delivered, and the 
postage thereof duly collected, it shall be the duty of the carriers of the 
mail to take charge of, and deliver all such letters as shall for that pur
pose be committed to them by any postmaster, and collect the postage 
thereof, which shall be paid over to such postmaster on demand. And 
for every letter so delivered, the mail carrier delivering the same shall 
be allowed to demand and receive two cents to his own use, besides the 
ordinary postage. And if any postmaster or other agent of the Post
master-General shall neglect so to account, he or they so offending shall, 
on conviction thereof, forfeit for every such offence a sum not exceeding 
fifty dollars: Provided, that n9 mail carrier shall make such deliveries 
at any place not on the post road: Provided also, that the receipt and 
delivery of letters on the way, between post-offices, shall not be required 
of the mail carriers in cases where, in the opinion of the Postmaster
General, the time or manner of carrying the mail, or the speed of con
veyance, is incompatible with such receipts and deliveries. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That if any person, employed in 
any of the departments of the general post-office, shall unlawfully detain, 
delzy or open any letter, packet, bag or mail of letters, with which he 
shall be entrusted, or which shall have come to his possession, and which 
are intended to be conveyed by post, or if any such person shall secrete, 
embezzle or destroy any letter or packet entrusted to him as aforesaid, 
and which shall not contain any security for, or assurance relating to 
money, as herein after described, every such offender, being thereof 
duly convicted, shall, for every such offence, be fined, not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not exceeding six months, or both, 
according to the circumstances and aggravations of the offence. And 
if any person, employed as aforesaid, shall secrete, embezzle or destroy 
any Jetter, packet, bag or mail of letters, with which he shall be entrusted, 
or, which shall have come to his possession, and are int.ended to be con
veyed by post, containing any bank note or bank post bill, bill of exchange, 
warrant of the treasury of the United States, note of assignment of stock 
in the funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, or 
for selling stock in the funds, or for receiving the interest thereof, or 
any Jetter of credit, or note for or relating to payment of monies, or any 
bond or warrant, draft, bill or promissory note, covenant, contract or 
agreement whatsoever, for or relating to the payment of money, or the 
delivery of any article of value, or the performance of any act, matter, 
or thing, or any receipt, release, acquittance or discharge of or from any 
debt, covenant or demand, or any part thereof, or any copy of any record 
of any judgment or decree, in any court of law or chancery, or any exe
cution which may have issued thereon, or any copy of any other record, 
or any other article of value, or any writing representing the same; or 
if any such person, employed as aforesaid, shall steal or take any of the 
same out of any letter, packet, bag or mail of letters, that shall com~ to 
his possession, he shall, on conviction, for any such offence, be 1m-
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prisoned not exceeding ten years. And if any person, who shall have 
taken charge of the mail of the United States, shall quit or desert the 
same, before he delivers it into the post-office kept at the termination of 
his route, or to some' known mail carrier, or agent of the general post
office authorized to receive the same, every such person, so offending, 
shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars for every 
such offence. And if any person, concerned in carrying the mail of the 
United States, shall collect, receive or carry any letter or packet, or shall 
cause or procure the same to be done, contrary to this act, every such 
offender shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a sum not exceed
ing fifty dollars. 

SEc. 19. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any person shall rob any 
carrier of the mail of the United States or other person entrusted there
with, of such mail, or of part thereof, such offender or offenders shall, 
on conviction, be imprisoned not exceeding ten years, and if convicted 
a second time of a like offence, he or they shall suffer death; or if in 
effecting such robbery of the mail, the first time, the offender shall 
wound the person having custody thereof, or put his life in jeopardy, by 
the use of dangerous weapons, such offender or offenders shall suffer 
death.( a) And if any person shall attempt to rob the mail of the United 
States, by assaulting the person having custody thereof, shooting at him 
or his horse or mule, or threatening him with dangerous weapons, and 
the robbery is not effected, every such offender, on conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by imprisonment not exceeding three years. And if 
any person shall steal the mail, or shall steal or take from or out of any 
mail, or from or out of any post-office, any letter or packet, or if any 
person shall take the mail, or any letter or packet therefrom or from \HY 
post-office, whether with _or without the consent of the person having 
custody thereof, and shall open, embezzle, or destroy any such mail, 
letter, or packet, the same containing any article of value, or evidence 
of any debt, due, demand, right or claim, or any release, receipt, acquit
t:mce or discharge, or any other article, paper or thing mentioned and 
described in the eighteenth section of this act, or if any person shall, by 
fraud or deception, obtain, from any person having custody thereof, any 
mail, letter or packet, containing any article of value, or evidence there
of, or either of the writings referred to, or next above mentioned, such 
offender or offenders, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned not ex
ceeding seven years. And if any person shall take .;iny letter or packet, 
not containing any article of value or evidence thereof, out of a post~ 
office, or shall open any letter or packet which shall have been in a 
post-office, or in the custody of a mail carrier, before it shall have been 
delivered to the person to whom it is directed, with a design to obstruct 
the correspondence, to pry into another's business or secrets, or shall 
secrete, embezzle or destroy any such mail, letter or packet, such 
offender, upon conviction, shall pay for every such offence a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall rip, cut, 
tear, burn, or otherwise injure any portmanteau, valise, or other bag 
used, or designed to be used by any person acting under the autho
rity of the Postmaster-General, or any person in whom his powers are 
vested in the conveyance of any mail, letter, packet, newspaper or 
pamphlet, or shall draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of any 
lock, chain or strap attached or belonging to any such valise, portmanteau, 
or bag, with an intent to rob or steal any mail, letter, packet, newspaper 
or pamphlet, or to render either of the same insecure, every such offender, 
upon conviction, shall for every such offence pay a sum not exceed
ing five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding three years, at 
the discretion of the court before whom such conviction is had. 

(a) See net of March 3, 1825, ch. 65, sec. 22. 
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SEc. 21. And be it fur~her enacted, That every person who from 
and after the passage of this act shall procure, aid, advise or assist in 
t~e doing or perpetration of any of the acts. or crimes, by this act for
bidden to be done or performed, shall be subject to the same penalties 
and punishments as _the persons. are subject !o, who shall actually do or 
perpetrate any of said acts or crimes, accordmg to the provision of this 
act. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall be 
imprisoned by a judgment of court, under and by virtue of the eighteenth, 
nineteenth, twentieth or twenty-first sections of this act shall be kept at 
hard labour during the period of such imprisonment. ' 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That the postmasters shall 
respectively, publish, at the expiration of every three months, or oftener: 
whe~ the Postmaster-General shall so_ direc~, in one of the newspapers 
pubh~hed at or nearest the place of his residence, for three successive 
weeks, a list of all the letters remaining in their respective offices, or, 
instead thereof, shall make out a number of such lists, and cause them 
to be posted at such public places in their vicinity, as shall appear to 
them best adapted for the information of the parties concerned; and at 
the expiration of the next three montns, shall send such of the said let
ters as then remain on hand, as dead letters, to the general post-office, 
where the same shall be opened and inspected; and if any valuable 
papers or matter of consequence shall be found therein, it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster-General to return such letter to the writer thereof, 
or cause a descriptive list thereof to be inserted in one of the newspa
pers, published at the place most convenient to the supposed residence 
oi the owner, if within the United States; and such letter, and the con
tents, shall be preserved to be delivered to the person to whom the same 
shall be addressed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense of 
publication. And if such letter, with its contents, be not demanded by 
the person to whom it is addressed, or the owner thereof, or his lawful 
agent, within twn years after the adYertisement thereof as aforesaid, the 
said contents shall be applied to the use of the United States, until the 
same shall be reclaimed by the proprietor thereof. The manner of such 
application to be specially stated by the Postmaster-General, to the Se
cretary of"the Treasury. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That letters and packets, to and 
from the following oflicers of the United States, shall be received and 
conveyed by post, free of postage.(a) Each postmaster, provided each 

(a) Privilege of Frnnking ,_ 
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An act to establish the post-office and post roads within the United States. (Obsolete.) February 20, 
1792, chap. 7, sec. I 9. 

An act to establish the post-office and post roads within the United States. (Expired.) May 8, 1794, 
chap. 23, sec. 19. 

An act to extend the privilege of franking to the secretary of the navy. (Repealed.) June 22, 1798, 
chap. 56. . . 

An act extending the privilege of franking letters to the _delegate from the territory of the Umted 
States northwest of the river Ohio. (Obsolete.) December lo, !SOfl, chap. I. 

Bv an act of March 3, 180!, chap. 35, the privilege of franking was given to John Adams. . 
An act extending the privilege of franking, and reccivin~ letters free of post~ge, to any person admit· 

te<l, or to be admitted to take a seat as delegate, and prov1dmg compensat10n for such delegate. (Obso
lete.) February 18, 1802, chap. 5. 

An act to provide for the prompt settlement of public accounts, March 3, 1817, chap. 45, sec. 16.• 
An act r£gulating the staff of the army, April 14, 1818, ~hap. 34, sec. JO. . 
An act in addition to an act entitled, "An act regulatrng the post-office establishment," March 13, 

1820, chap. 21. . . . 
An act to reduce into one act the several acts establishing and regulatmg the post-office department, 

March 3, 182.5, chap. 64, sec. 27. 2S, 40. _ . . . 
Ily the 27th section of the act of March 3, 1820, cbp. 64, such 1nd1v1dual as may have been, or shall 

be, President of the United Rtates, has the privilege of franking. . 
Resolution authorizing the speaker of the House of Representatives to frank letters and packages, 

April 3, 1828. 
Resolution in relation to Charles Carroll of Carrollton, May 23, 1828. 
An act to extend the privilege of franking letters and packages to Dolly P. Madison, July 2, 1836, chap. 

270. 
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of his letters or packets shall not exceed half an ounce in weight; each 
member of the Senate, and each member and delegate of the House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the United States; the secretary of 
the Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives, provided each 
letter or packet shall not exceed two ounces in weight, and during their 
actual attendance in any session of Congress, and twenty days after such 
session, and in case of excess of weight, that excess alone shall be paid 
for ; the President of the United States ; Vice President, the secretaries 
of state, of the treasury, of war, of the navy; the attorney-general; the 
comptroller; treasurer; auditor; register; supervisor of the direct tax 
for the district of South Carolina; superintendent of Indian trade; pur
veyor; the inspector and paymaster of the army; accountants of the war 
and navy departments; postmaster-general; and the assistants postmas
ter-general ; John Adams, a former President of the United States; and 
'.fhomas J elferson, late President of the United States; and they may 
all receive their newspapers by post, free of postage : Provided, that the 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives, secretary of the 
Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives, shall receive their 
newspapers, free of postage, only during any session of Congress, and 
twenty days after the expiration ·of the same: And provided, that no 
letter or packet from any public officer shall be conveyed by post, free 
of postage, unless he shall frank the same, by writing his name and 
office on the outside of such letter or packet, and until he has previously 
furnished the postmaster of the office where he shall deposit the same, 
with a specimen of his signature. 

SEc. 25. And he it furthe1· enacted, That if any person shall frank 
letters other than those written by himself, or by his order on the busi
ness of his office, he shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of ten dol
lars: Provided, that the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of State, 
Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and Postmaster-General, may 
frank letters or packets on official business, prepared in any other public 
office, in the absence of the principal thereo£ And if any person, hav
ing the right to receive his letters free of postage, shall receive enclosed 
to him any letter or packet addressed to a person not having that right, 
it shall be his duty to return the same to the post-office-marking thereon, 
the place from whence it came, that it may be charged with postage. 
And if any person shall counterfeit the handwriting or frank of any per
son or cause the same to be done, in order to avoid the payment of 
postage, each person so offending shall pay for every such offence fifty 
dollars. 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That every printer of newspa
pers may send one paper to each and every other printer of newspapers 
within the United States, free of postage, under such regulations as the 
Postmaster-General shall provide. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That all newspapers conveyed in 
the mail shall be under cover, open at one end, and charged with a post
age of one cent each, for any distance not more than one hundred miles, 
and one and an half cents for any greater distance: Provided, that the 
postage of a single newspaper from any one place to another in the 
same state, shall not exceed one cent; and that the· Postmaster-General 

An act authorizing the governors of the several states to·transmit by mail certain books and documents, 
June 30, 1834, chap. 168. 

An act to provide for the appointment of solicitor of the treasury, May 29, 1S30, chip. 153, sec. 11. 
An act to carry into effect the convention between the United States and his majesty the king of the 

French, &c., J11ly 13, 183.2, chap. 199, sec. S. 
An act to continue the office of the commissioner of pensions, March 3, 1835, chap. 44, sec. 3. 
An act to promote the progress of the useful arts, &c., July 4, 1836, chap. 357 sec. I. 
An act to authorize the chief clerk in the office of the Secretary of State, to frank public and official 

documents, sent from the office, February 15, 1843, ch,p. 3. 
An act authorizing the transmission of letters and packets to and from Mrs. Harrison, free of postage, 

September 9, 1841, chap. 19. See act of March 3, 1845, chap. 43. 
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5hall require those who receive newspapers by post, to pay always the 
amount of one quarter's postage in advan~e. If any person employed 
in any department of the post-office shall nuproperly detain, delay, em
bezzle or destroy any newspaper, or shall permit any other person to do 
the like, or shall o~n, or permit any other to open any mail or packet 
of newspapers not directed to the office where he is employed, he shall 
on conviction thereo~ forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty ·dollars for every 
such offence. And 1f any other person shall open any mail or packet 
of newspapers, or shall embezzle or destroy the same, not being directed 
to himself, or_ n?t being authorized to receive and open the same, he 
shall, on conv1ct1on thereof, pay a sum not ex.ceeding twenty dollars for 
every such offence. And if any person shall take or steal any packet 
bag or mai~ of newspapers from or out of any post-office, or from any 
person havmg custody thereof, such person shall, on conviction, be im
prisoned, not exceeding three months for every such offence, to be kept 
at hard labour during the period of such imprisonment. If any person 
shall enclose or conceal a letter or other thing, or any memorandum in 
writing in a newspaper, or among any package of newspapers, which he 
shall have delivered into any post-office, or to any person for that pur
pose, in order that the same may be carried by post, free of letter 
postage, he shall forfeit the sum of five dollars for every such offence; 
and the letter, newspaper, package, memorandum or other thin.g, shall 
not be delivered to the person to whom it is directed until the amount 
of single letter postage is paid for each article of which the package 
shall be composed. No newspapers shall be received by the postmas
ters to be conveyed by post, unless they are sufficiently dried and en• 
closed, in proper wrappers, on which, beside the direction, shall be noted 
the number of papers which are enclosed for subscribers, and the num
ber for printers. The Postmaster-General, in any contract he may enter 
into for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize the person with 
whom such contract is to be made, to carry newspapers, magazines and 
pamphlets, other than those conveyed in the mail. When the mode of 
conveyance and the size of the mails will admit of it, magazines and 
pamphlets may be transported in the mail at one cent a sheet, for any 
distance not exceeding fifty miles, at one cent and an half for any dis
tance over fifty and not exceeding one hundred miles, and two cents for 
any greater distance. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster-General be 
authorized to allow to the postmasters respectively, such commission on 
the monies arising from the postages ofletters and packets as shall be 
adequate to their respective services and expenses : Provided, that the 
said commission shall not exceed thirty per cent. on the first hundred 
dollars collected in one quarter, and twenty-five per cent. on a sum over 
one hundred and not more than three hundred; and twenty per cent. 
on any sum over four hundred and not exceeding two thousand dollars; 
and eight per cent. on any sum collected, being over two thousand four 
hundred dollars; except to the postmasters who may be e~ployed in 
receiving and despatching foreign mails, whose compensat10n may be 
augmented, not exceeding twenty-five dollars, in one quarter, and ex
cepting to the postmasters at offices ~here the mail is re~ularly to ar~ive, 
between the hours of nine o'clock at 111ght and five o'clock m the mornmg; 
whose commission on the first hundred dollars collected in one quarter, 
may be increasoo to a sum not exceeding fifty per cent. The Postmas
ter-General may allow to the postmasters respectively, a commission of 
fifty per cent. on the monies arising from the postage of newspap~rs, 
magazines and pamphlets; and to the postmasters, whose compensation 
shall not exceed five hundred dollars in one quarter, two cents for every 
free letter delivered out of the office, excepting such as are for the post
master himself; and each postmaster who shall be required to keep a 
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register of the arrival and departure of the mails, shall be allowed ten 
cents for each monthly return which he makes thereof to the general 
post-office. 

SEc. 29. And be it further enacted, That if any postmaster or other 
person authorized to receive the postage of letters and packets shall 
neglect or refnse to render his accounts, and pay over to the Postmas
ter-General the balance by him due at the end of every three months, it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General to cause a suit to be com
menced against the person or persons so neglecting or refusing; and if 
the Postmaster-General shall not cause such suit to·be commenced within 
six months from the end of every such three months, the balances due 
from every sm.ih delinquent shall be charged to and recoverable from the 
Postmaster-General. That all suits which shall be hereafter commenced 
for the recovery of debts or balances due to the general post-office, 
whether they appear by bond or obligations made in the name of the 
existing or any preceding Postmaster-General, or otherwise, shall be 
instituted in the name of the" Postmaster-General of the United States." 
That certified copies under the seal of the general post-office, of the 
accounts current of the several postmasters, after the same shall have 
been examined and adjnsted at that office, shall be admitted as evidence 
in all suits brought by the Postmaster-General for the recovery of 
balances or debts due from postmasters, and in like manner copies of 
such accounts current as are lodged in the office of the register of the 
treasury, certified by the register under the seal of his office, shall be 
admitted as evidence.( a) 

SEC. 30. And be it further enacted, That if any postmaster or other 
person who shall receive and open, or despatch mails, shall neglect to 
render accounts thereof for one month after the time, and in the form 
and manner prescribed by law, and by the Postmaster-General's instruc
tions conformable therewith, he shall forfeit double the value of the 
postages which shall have arisen at the same office in any equal portion 
of time previous or subsequent thereto; or in case no account shall have 
been rendered at the time of trial of such case, then such sum as the 
court and jury shall estimate equivalent thereto, to be recovered by the 
Postmaster-General in an action on the case. 

SEc. 31. And be it furtlter enacted, That all pecuniary penalties and 
forfeitures incurred under this act, shall be one half for the use of the 
person or per~ons informing and prosecuting for the same, and the other 
half to the use of the United States. 

SEc. 32. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 

(a) The circuit courts of the Union have jurisdiction under the constitution and the acts of April 30, 
J810, and of March 3, 1815, sec. 4, of suits brought iu the name of·" the Postmaster-General of the 
United States," on a bond given to the Postmaster-General, by a deputy postmaster, conditioned" to pay 
all monies that shall come to his hands for the postages of whatever is by Jaw chargeable with postage, 
to the Postmaster-General of the United States," for the time being, deducting only the commission and 
allowances made by law, for his care, trouble, and charges in managing such office, &c. -Postmaster• 
General v. Early, 12 Wheat. 136; 6 Cond. Rep. 480. 

The Postmaster-General has a right to take a bond from postmasters, to him, as Postmaster-General, 
under the different acts regulating the post·office department, and particularly under the act of April 30, 
1810, sec. 29, 42. Ibid. 

The Postmaster-General cannot sue in the federal courts, under that part of the constitution which 
gives jurisdiction to those courts in consequence of the character of the party, nor is he authorized to 
sue by the judiciary act. He comes into the courts of the United States, under the authority of an act 
of Congress, the constitutionality of which rests on the admission that his suit is a case arising under a 
Jaw of the United States. Osborne et al. -v. The Bank of the United States, 9 '\Vheat. 738; 5 Cond. Rep. 
741. 

The claim of the United States on the official bond of a postmaster, and upon all the parties thereto, 
is not released by the !aches of the Postmaster-General, to whom the assertion of this claim is entrusted 
by law. Such !aches have no effect whatsoever on the claims of the United States, as well on the 
sureties, as on the principal in the bond. Dox et al. v. The Postmaster-General, 1 Peters, 323. Post
master-General v. Reeder, 4 Wash. C. C. R. 678. 

The provisions of the act of March 3, 1S25, releasing the securities of a deputy postmaster, where 
suit is not brought within two years after a default, do not apply to a default which occurred before the 
passing of the act. Postmaster-General v. Rice, Gilpin•s D. C. R. 462. 
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Postmaster-General to make provision, where it may be necessary, for 
the receipt of all letters and packets intended to be conveyed by any 
ship or vessel beyond sea, or from any port in the United States, to 
another port therein; and the letters so received shall be formed into a 
mail, sealed up and directed to the postmaster of the port to which such 
ship or vessel shall be bound. And for every letter or packet_ so received, 
there shall be paid at the time of its reception, a postage of one cent, 
which shall be for the use of the postmasters, respectively receiving the 
same. And the. Postmaster-General may make arrangements with the 
po~tmasters in any foreign country, for the reciprocal receipt and delivery 
of letters and packets through the post-officei;. 

SEc. 33. And be it further enacted, That the postmasters and the 
persons employed in the transportation of the mail shall be exempt from 
militia duties, and serving on juries, or any fine or penalty for neglect 
thereo£ 

SEc. 34. And be it further enactrd, That letter carriers shall be em
ployed at such post-offices as the Postmaster-General shall direct, for the 
delivery of letters in the places respectively, where such post-offices are 
established; and for the delivery of each such letter, the letter carrier 
may receive of the person to whom the delivery is made, two cents: 
Provided, that no letter shall be delivered to such letter carrier for dis
tribution, addressed to any person who shall have lodged at the post
office a written request that his letters shall be detained in the office. 
And for every letter lodged at any post-office, not to be carried by post, 
but to be delivered at the place where it is to be so lodged, the postmaster 
shall receive one cent of the person to whom it shall be delivered. 

SEc. 35. And be it furtlter enacted, That all causes of action arising 
under this act may be sued, and all offenders against this act may be 
prosecuted, before the justices of the peace, magistrates and other judi
cial courts of the several states, and of the several territories of the 
United States, they having competent jurisdiction by the laws of such 
states or territories, to the trial of claims and demands of as great value, 
and of the prosecutions where the punishments are of as great extent; 
and such justices, magistrates or judiciary, shall take cognizance thereof 
and proceed to judgment and execution, as in other cases. 

SEc. 36. And be it further enacted, That in all suits or causes arising 
under this act, the court shall proceed to trial, and render judgment the 
first term after such suit shall be commenced: Provided always, that 
whenever service of the process shall not have been made twenty days 
at least previous to the return day of such term, the defendant shall be 
entitled to one continuance, if the court on the statement of such 
defendant, shall judge it expedient: Provided also, that if the defendant 
in such suits shall make affidavit that he has a claim against the general 
post-office, not allowed by the Postmaster-General, although submitted 
to him conform ably to the regulations of the post-office, and shall specify 
such claim in the affidavit, and that he could not be prepared for the 
trial at such term for want of evidence, the court in such case, being 
satisfied in those respects, may grant a continuance until the next suc
ceeding term. 

SEc. 37. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Postmaster-General to report annually to Congress, every post road 
which shall not after the second year from its establishment, have pro
duced one third of the expense of carrying the mail on the same. 

SEc. 38. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be allowed to 
the deputy postmaster, at the city of W ashingt_on, for ?is extraordinarr 
expenses, incurred in the discharge of the duties of his office, an addi
tional compensation, at the rate of one thousand dollars per annum, to 
be paid out of the funds of the post-office establishment. 

SEc. 39. And be it further enacted, That the adjutant-general of the 
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militia of each state and territory, shall have right to receive, by mail, 
free of postage, from any major or brigadier-general thereof, and to 
transmit to said generals, any letter or packet, relating solely to the 
militia of such state or territory: Provided always, that every such offi
cer, before he delivers any such letter or package for transmission, shall 
in his own proper handwriting, on the outside thereof,_ endorse the 
nature of the papers enclosed, and thereto subscribe his name and office, 
and shall previously furnish the postmaster of the office, where he shall 
deposit the same, with a specimen of his signature. And if any such 
officer shall frank any letter or package in which shall be contained any 
thing relative to any subject other than of the militia of such state or 
territory, every offender shall, on conviction of every such offence, for
feit and pay a fine of fifty dollars. 

SEc. 40. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of September next, whenever the annual emoluments of any post
master, after deducting therefrom the expenditures incident to his office, 
shall amount to more than two thousand dollars, the surplus shall be 
accounted for, and paid to the Postmaster-General, and by him to be 
accounted for in the same manner as other monies accruing from the 
post-office establishment. 

SEc. 41. And be it further enacted, That every deputy postmaster, 
the receipt of whose office exceeds one thousand dollars a year, shall, on 
the la:;.t day of September in each year, transmit to the Postmaster
General of the United States a statement of the expenses of the office 
under his direction, of the number of clerks, with the time they have 
been severally employed therein, and their respective names and ages. 

SEc. 42. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first 
day of June next, the second section of an act, entituled "An act to 
establish' the post-office and post roads within the United States," ap
proved on the eighth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, and an act, entituled "An act to establish the post-office of 
the United States," approved on the second day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, and all other acts, and parts of acts 
heretofore passed for the regulation and government of the general post
office, and of the Postmaster-General and other officers and agents, em
ployed in said office, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed : Pro
vided, that an act, entituled "An act concerning public contracts," 
approved on the twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, shall be and remain in full force, and no post road heretofore 
established, shall be discontinued by this act. Provided also, that no
thing herein contained shall be construed to exonerate any person who 
shall not have performed the duty, or who shall have violated any of the 
prohibitions contained in the said acts from suits or prosecutions, but 
as to all bonds, contracts, debts, demands, rights, penalties, punishments 
which have been made, have arisen, or have been incurred, or which 
shall be made, arise, or be incurred previous to the first day of June 
next the said acts shall have the same force and effect as though this act 
had not been made: Provided like1oise, that the Postmaster-General, 
~ssistant P?stmaster-General, deputy postmasters, contractors for carry
mg the mail, and others employed under the aforesaid acts, shall con
tinue to hold their several offices, appointments and trusts, until they 
are otherwise removed; any thing herein contained that might be con
strued to the contrary notwithstanding; and also the bonds which they, 
or either of them, have given or may give for the faithful execution of 
their several duties and offices, shall continue to have the same force 
and effect, to all intents and purposes, as though this act had not been 
made. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1810. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII.-.8n .8ct further to alter and amend ".8n act providing for 
the third census or enumeration ef the inhabitants ef the llnited States,'' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the first sec
tion of the act, passed during the present session of Congress, entituled 
"An act providing for the third census or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the United States," as relates to the forms of the oaths or affirmations 
thereby directed to be. taken by the marshals, secretaries and assistants 
therein mentioned respectively, shall be and hereby is repealed, and that 
the said oaths or affirmations shall be in the following forms, that is to 
say: The marshals and secretaries' oath in the form following: "I, A. B. 
marshal of the district of ( or secretary of the territory of 

as the case may be) do solemnly swear or affirm, that I 
will well and truly cause to be made a just and perfect enumeration and 
description of all persons resident within my district (or territory) and 
return the same to the Secretary of State, agreeably to the directions of 
the several acts of Congress, providing for the third census or enumera
tion of the inhabitants of the United States, according to the best of my 
ability ;" and the assistants' oath or affirmation, in the form following: 
"I, A. B. do solemnly swear or affirm, that I will make a just and per
fect enumeration and description of all persons resident within the divi
sion assigned to me for that purpose, by the marshal of 
( or the secretary of the territory of as the case may be,) 
and make due return thereof to the said marshal (or secretary,) agreea
bly to the directions of the several acts of Congress providing for the 
third census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States; 
according to the best of my ability." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
several marshals, secretaries, and their assistants aforesaid, at the time 
for taking the census or enumeration aforesaid, to take, under the direc
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and according to such instructions 
as he shall give, an account of the several manufacturing establishments 
and manufactures within their several districts, territories and divisions. 
The said assistants shall make return of th.e same to the marshals or 
secretaries of their respective districts or territories, and the said mar
shals and seci;.etaries shall transmit the said returns, and abstracts 
thereof, to the Secretary of the Treasury, at the same times at which 
they are by this act, and the several acts to which this act is an addi
tion, required respectively to make their return of said enumeration to 
the Secretary of State; for the performance of which additional services 
they shall respectively receive such compensation as shall hereafter be 
provided by law. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1810. 

CHAP. XXXIX.-.8n .net concerning the commercia! i·ntercourse '!etween the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purpose.~. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after t~e pas
sage of this act, no British or French armed vessel shall be J3erm1tted to 
enter the harbors or waters under the jurisdiction of the Umted States; 
but every British and French armed vessel is hereby interdicted, except 
when they shall be forced in by distress, by the dangers of the sea, or 
when charged with despatches or business from their ~over~ment, or 
coming as a public packet for the conveyance of letters; 1n which cases, 
as well as in all others when they shall be permitted to enter, the com-
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manding officer shall immediately report his vessel to the collector of 
the district, stating the object or causes of his entering the harbors or 
waters of the United States; and shall take such position therein as 
shall be assigned him by such collector, and shall conform himself, his 
vessel and crew, to such regulations respecting health, repairs, supplies, 
stay, intercourse and departure, as shall be signified to him by the said 
collector, under the authority and directions of the President of the 
United States, and, not conforming thereto, shall be required to depart 
from the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all pacific intercourse with 
any interdicted foreign armed vessels, the officers or crew thereof, is 
hereby forbidden, and if any person shall afford any aid to such armed 
vessel either in repairing her, or in furnishiug her, her officers or crew 
with supplies of any kind or in any manner whatsoever, or if any pilot 
shall assist in navigating the said armed vessel, contrary to this prohibi
tion, unless for the purpose of carrying her peyond the limits and juris
diction of the United States, the person or persons so offending, shall 
be liable to be bound to their good behaviour, and shall moreover forfeit 
and pay a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars, to be recovered upon 
indictment or information, in any court of competent jurisdiction; one 
moiety thereof to the treasury of the United States, and the other moiety 
to the person who shall give information and prosecute the same to 
effect: Provided, that if the prosecution shall be by a public officer the 
whole forfeiture shall accrue to the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the penalties and for
feitures which may have been incurred under the act, entituled "An act 
to interdict the commercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France and their dependencies, and for other pur
poses," and also all the penalties and forfeitures which may have been 
incurred· under the act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
ports a.nd harbors of the United States, or under any of the several acts 
supplementary thereto, or to enforce the same, or under the acts to in
terdict the commercial intercourse between the United States and Great 
Britain and France and their dependencies, and for other purposes, shall 
be recovered and distributed, and may be remitted in the manner pro
vided by the said acts respectively, and in like manner as if the said acts 
had continued in full force and effect. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That in case either Great Bri
tain or France shall, before the third day of March next, so revoke or 
modify her edicts as that they shall cease to violate the neutral com
merce of the United States, which fact the President of the United 
States shall declare by proclamation, and if the other nation shall not 
within three months thereafter so revoke or modify her edicts in like 
manner, then the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth 
and eighteenth sections of the act, entituled "An act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the United States and Great Britain 
and France and their dependencies, and for other purposes,'' shall, from 
and after the expiration of three months from the date of the proclama
tion aforesaid, be revived and have full force and effect, so far as relates 
to the dominions, colonies and dependencies, and to the articles the 
growth, produce or manufacture of the dominions, colonies and depen
dencies of the nation thus refusing or neglecting to revoke or modify 
her edicts in the manner aforesaid. And the restrictions imposed by 
this act shall, from the date of such proclamation, cease and be discon
tinued in relation to the nation revoking or modifying her decrees in the 
manner aforesaid. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1810. 
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CHAP. XL.-An Act confirming the decisions of the Chmmissioners in favour <f 
the claimants <f land in the district <f Kaskaskia. 

Be it e"!acted ~y t~e Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the decisions made 
by the commissioners appointed for the purpose of examining the claims 
of persons claiming lands in the district of Kaskaskia, in favour of such 
claimants, as entered in the transcript of decisions, bearing date the 
thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred and nine, which have 
been transmitted by the said commissioners to the Secretaryof the 
Treasury according to law, be, and the same are hereby confirmed. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1810. 

CHAP. XLI.-An .f1_ct making further appropriations for completing the Capitol, 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the appro
priations h~retofore made, the following sums of money be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated, to be applied under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to the purposes herein after mentioned, 
that is to say: 

For sculpture, and warming and ventilating the chamber of the House 
of Representatives, seven thousand five hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of completing the court-room, and the 
offices of the judiciary, on the east side, completing the Senate chamber 
and stopping the leaks in the roof of the north wing of the Capitol, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For repairs to the President's house and offices, five thousand dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it be the duty of the super

intendent of the city of Washington, prior to any farther advances of 
money being made, to cali for all claims now due on account of mate
rials furnished or work done in the public buildings, in order that the 
same may be liquidated and paid. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of money 
hereby appropriated, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May I, 1810. 

CHAP. XLIII.-.f1_n JJ.ct making appropriations for carrying into effect certain 
Indian treaties. 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of car
rying into effect a treaty between the United States ~nd the Delaware, 
Potawatamies, Miamies and Eel river tnbes of Indians, conclude? at 
Fort Wayne, on the thirtieth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and nine the sum of one thousand seven hundred and fifty dol
lars is hereby appropriated, to be paid to the said tribes annually, as 
follows: 

To the Delawares, five hundred dollars. 
To the Miamies, five hundred dollars. 
To the Eel river tribe, two hundred and fifty dollars. 
To the Potawatamies, five hundred dollars. 
Which several annuities shall be permanent. . . 
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That for carrymg mto e~ect_ a 

separate article entered into between the United States an~ ~he Miannes 
and Eel river tribes of Indians, at Port Wayne, on the thirtieth of Sep-

607 

STATUTE JI. 

May I, 1810. 

Act of March 
3, 1807, ch. 47, 
sec. 6. 

Decisions of 
the commission. 
ers confirmed. 

STATUTE II. 

May I, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 

Specific ap. 
propriations. 

STATUTE II. 

May 1, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 

Specific ap
propriations. 



608 ELEVENTH CONGRESS. S&ss. II. Cn. 44. 1810. 

Specific ap- tember, one thousand eight hundred and nine, the sum of five hundred 
propriations, dollars annually is hereby appropriated, for the term of three years, and 

no longer. And a further annuity of two hundred dollars to the Miamies 
tribe oflndians; and to the Wea and Eel river tribes a further annuity 
of one hundred dollars each, which shall be permanent. 
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S&c. 3. And be it further enacted, That for carrying into effect a 
treaty concluded at Fort Wayne, on the twenty-sixth day of October, 
one thousand eight hundred and nine, between the United States and 
the Wea tribe of Indians, the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars is 
hereby appropriated, and a further sum of three hundred dollars, annu
ally, which annuity shall be permanent. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for carrying into effect a 
treaty concluded at Vincennes, on the ninth day of December, one thou
sand eight hundred and nine, between the United States and the Kick-, 
apoo tribe of Indians, the sum of five hundred dollars is hereby appro
priated, to be paid annually to the said tribe, which annuity shall be 
permanent. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several sums appro
priated by this act, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1810. 

CHAP, XLIV.-..in ..ict fixing the compensation ef public Ministers, and ef C,,n. 
suls residing on the coast ef Barbary, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States shall not allow to any minister plenipotentiary a greater 
sum than at the rate of nine thousand dollars per annum, as a compen
sation for all his personal services and expenses; nor to any charge des 
affaires, a greater sum than at the rate of four thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal services and 
expenses; nor to the secretary of any legation or embassy to any foreign 
country, or secretary of any minister plenipotentiary, a greater sum than 
at the rate of two thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all 
his personal services and expenses; nor to any consul who shall be ap
pointed to reside at Algiers, a greater sum than at the rate of four thou
sand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal services 
and expenses; nor to any other consul who shall be appointed to reside 
at any other of the states on the coast of Barbary, a greater sum than 
at the rate of two thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for 
all his personal services and expenses; nor shall there be appointed 
more than one consul for any one of the said states: Provided, it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States to allow to a minister 
plenipotentiary or charge des affaires, on going from the United States 
to any foreign country, an outfit, which shall in no case exceed one 
year's full salary of such minister or charge des affaires; but no consul 
shall be allowed an outfit in any case whatever, any usage or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

~Ee. 2. And be it further enl1:cted, That to entitle any charge des 
affa1Tes, or secretary of any legation or embassy to any foreign country, 
or secretary of any minister plenipotentiary, to the compensation herein 
before provided, they shall respectively be appointed by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; 
but in the recess of the Senate, the President is hereby authorized to 
make such appointments, which shall be submitted to the Senate at the 
~ext session thereafter, for their advice and consent; and no compensa
tion shall be allowed to any charge des affaires, or any of the secretaries 



ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. 44. 1810. 

herein before described, who shall not be appointed as aforesaid: Pro
fJided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize any 
appointment of a secretary to any charge des affaires, or to any consul 
residing on the Barbary ~o~t, or to sanction any claim against the 
United States for expense mc1dent to the same, any usage or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That where any sum or sums of 
money shall be drawn from the treasury, under any law making appro
priation for the contingent expenses of intercourse between the United 
States and foreign nations, the President shall be, and he hereby is au
thorized to cause the same to be duly settled annually, with the account
ing officers of the treasury, in the manner following, that is to say: By 
causing the same to be accounted for specially, in all instances wherein 
the expenditure thereof may in his judgment be made public, and by 
making a certificate of the amount of such ~xpenditures as he may think 
it advisable not to specify, and every such certificate shall be deemed a 
sufficient voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed to have been 
expended. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtltcr enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
the consuls of the United States, residing on the Barbary coast, or either 
of them, to expend or to disburse or pay, or cause to be paid for any 
purpose or on any pretence whatever, not authorized by law, to any one 
of the Barbary powers, or to the officers or subjects thereof, a greater 
sum than three thousand dollars in any one year, with intent to charge 
the United States with the same, without first obtaining a special appro
bation in writing, from the President of the United States, for that pur
pose. And every such consul who shall, after notice of this act, expend 
or disburse, or pay, or cause to be paid for any_ purpose, or on any_ pre
tence whatever, not authorized by law, to any one of the Barbary powers, 
or to the officers or subjects thereof, a greater sum than three thousand 
dollars in any one year, or shall be aiding or assisting therein, without 
first obtaining the approbation of the President as aforesaid, shall forfeit 
and pay to the treasury of the United States a sum equal to one half his 
yearly compensation: and shall moreover stand charged with, and be 
accountable for all monies so disbursed or paid, contrary to the provi
sions of this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the first day 
of November next, no consul of the United States, residing on the Bar
bary coast, shall own in whole or in part any ship or vessel, to be con
cerned directly or indirectly in the exportation from, or importation to 
any of the states on the coast of Barbary, of any goods, wares or mer
chandise, on penalty that every consul so offending, and being thereof 
convicted, shall for every olfence forfeit a sum not exceeding one thou
sand dollars. 

SEc. 6. And be it furthei· enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
consuls residing on the Barbary coast to transmit to the Secretary of 
the Treasury annually, an account of all monies received, and of all 
disbursements or expenditures made by them respectively, for or on 
account of the United States, and the particular purpose to which the 
monies have been applied, and the vouchers to support the same: and 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall transmit to Congress, within two 
months after the commencement of the first session thereof in every 
year, a statement of all the monies disbursed from the treasury of the 
United States, for expenses of intercourse with the Barbary po~ers 
during the preceding year, therein noting, as far as can be ascertamed 
at the treasury, the sums received by the respective agents or consuls, 
and the purposes to which the same have been applied. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the act, entituled "An ~ct 
in addition to the law of the United States concerning consuls and vice 
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consuls," approved July sixth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 
seven, and the act, entituled "An act to ascertain the compensation of 
public ministers," approved May the tenth, one thousand eight hundred, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1810. 

CHAP. XL Y.-.lln .Bet authorizing a loan ef money, for a sum =t exceeding 
the amount ef the principal ef the public debt, reimbursable during the year one 
thousand eiglit hundred and ten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States he, and he is hereby empowered to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding the amount of the principal 
of the public debt, which will be reimb_nrsed, according to law, during 
the present year, by ,the commissioners of the sinking fund, at a rate of 
interest, payable quarter yearly, not exceeding six per centum per annum, 
and reimbursable at the pleasure of the United States, or at such period 
as may be stipulated by contract, not exceeding six years from 'the -first 
day of January next; to be applied, in addition to the monies now in 
the treasury, or which may be received therein from other sources dur
ing the present year, to defray any of the public expenses which are, or 
may be authorized by law. The stock thereby created, shall be trans
ferable in the same manner as is provided by law for the transfer of the 
fonded debt. It shall be lawful for the Bank of the United States to 
lend the said sum, or any part thereof; and it is further hereby declared, 
that it shall be deemed a good execution of the said power to borrnw, 
for the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to cause to be constituted certificates of stock, 
signed by the register of the treasury, or by a commissioner ofloans, for 
the sum to be borrowed, or for any part thereof, bearing an interest of 
six per cent. per annum, transferable and reimbursable as aforesaid; 
and to cause thersaid certificates of stock to be sold: Provided, that no 
such stock be sold under par. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Presi
dent of the United States, to give the preference, in the subscriptions 
which may be made to the loan authorized by this act, to the holders of 
the exchanged six per cent. stock, created by virtue of the second sec
tion of the act passed on the eleventh day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and seven, for an amount not exceeding, for each such 
stockholder, the amount of the said exchanged six per cent. stock held 
by him at the tinie of subscribing as aforesaid: · Provided, that the hold
ers of the said stock, who may be desirous to subscribe to the said loan, 
shall notify the same in the manner and within the time to be designated 
by public notice, for that purpose, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States: And pro
vided also, that the sum which may be thus borrowed from the holders 
of the said exchanged six per cent. stock shall be reimbursable at the 
pleasure of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds con
stituting the annual appropriation of eight millions of dollars for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the public debt of the United 
St:ites, as may be wanted for that purpose, is hereby pledged and appro
priated for the payment of the interest and for the reimbursement of the 
principal of the stock, which may be created by virtue of this act. It 
shall accordingly be the duty of the commissioners of the sinking fund, 
to cause to be applied and paid out of the said fund yearly, and every 
year, such sum and sums as may be annually wanted to discharge the 
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interest accruing on the said stock, and to reimburse the principal, as 
the same shall become d;ie, and may be discharged in conformity with 
the terms of the loan; and they are further authorized to apply, from 
time to time, such sum or sums out of the said fund as they may think 
proper, towards redeeming by purchase, and at a price not above par, 
the principal of the said stock or any part thereo£ And the faith of 
the United States is hereby pledged to establish sufficient revenues for 
making up any deficiency that may hereafter take place in the funds 
hereby appropriated for paying the said interest and principal sums, or 
any of them, in manner aforesaid. 

APPROVED, May I, 1810. 

CHAP. XLVII.-.Bn .Bet to erect a lighthouse at the entrance ef Scituate harbor, a 
stone column on a spit nf sand at the entrance into Boston harbor, and a beacon 
.on Beach Point near Plymouth harbor in the state qf Massachusetts; a light at 
the enirance ef Bayou St. John into Lake Ponchartrafo, and two lights on Lake 
Erie, and /or beacons and buoys near the entrance qf Beverly harbor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That on the cession of the 
jurisdiction of so much land on one of the points forming the entrance 
of Scituate harbor, in the state of Massachusetts, as the President of the 
United States shall deem sufficient and most proper for a lighthouse, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to provide by contract 
for building of a lighthouse of stone thereon, and placing it on the like 
establishment with other lighthouses. The number and disposition of 
the lights shall be such as may distinguish it from those of others. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary 0£ the Treasury, to cause to be erected a column of stone, as 
a beacon on a spit of sand, extending from Lighthouse, or from the 
Great Brewster Island at the entrance of the harbor of Boston, in the 
state of Massachusetts, of such form and dimensions as he shall deem 
necessary. And also to cause good and sufficient buoys and beacons 
to be placed for the safety of navigation, at or near the entrance of the 
harbor of Beverly, in Massachusetts. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That one of the two beacons 
directed to be erected on the Stony Muscle Bed, near Plymouth harbor, 
in the state of Massachusetts, by an act which passed the seventeenth 
of March, eighteen hundred and eight, be, and the same is hereby 
directed to be erected on Beach point, near the said harbor of Plymouth. 

SEc. 4. And be it fui-tlier enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be erected and estab
lished, under proper regulations, such a light as he shall deem proper 
and necessary, at or near the entrance of Bayou St. John into Lake 
Ponchartrain, in the territory of Orleans; and such lights as he shall 
deem proper on or near Bird Island, and on or near-Presq' isle in Lake 
Erie. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That there be appropria~ed out of 
any monies in the treasury of the United States, not otherwise appr'?" 
priated, the following sums of money to accomplish the purposes of this 
act, to wit: 

For the erection of a lighthouse, at the entrance of Scituate harbor, 
four thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a stone column on a spit of sand, extending from 
Lighthouse island at the entrance of Boston harbor, three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

And for the erection and establishment of a light at the entrance of 
Bayou St. John into Lake Ponchartrain, two thousand dollars. 
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And for the erection and establishment of two lights on Lake Erie, 
one thousand six hundred dollars. 

And for beacons and buoys near the entrance of Beverly harbor, the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars. 

APPROVED, May I, 1810. 

CHAP, L.-..in .!let in addition to an act, entituled ".Jln act concerning the 
Library for the use ef both Houses ef Congress," 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the president of the 
Senate and speaker of the House of Representatives, for the time being, 
be, and they are hereby authorized to grant the use of the books in the 
library of Congress, to the agent of the joint committee of Congress 
appointed in relation to the library, on the same terms, conditions and 
restrictions as members of Congress are allowed to use said hooks, any 
thing contained in any former law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, May 1, 1810. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
I. RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the expressions contained 
in the official letter of trancis J. Jackson, minister plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic majesty near the United States, dated the ~3d day of Octo
ber, 1809, and addressed to Mr. Smith, Secretary of State, conveying 
the idea that the executive government of the United States had a know
ledge, that the arrangement lately made by Mr. Erskine, his predecessor, 
in behalf of his government, with the government of the United States, 
was entered into without competent powers on the part of Mr. Erskine 
for that purpose, were highly indecorous and insolent: That the repe
tition of the same intimation in his official letter dated the 4th of No
vember, 1809, after he was apprised by the asseveration of the Secretary 
of State, that the executive government had no such knowledge, and 
that if it had possessed such knowledge, such arrangement would not 
have been entered into on the part of the United States; and after also 
being officially apprised, that such intimation was inadmissible, was still 
more insolent and affronting; and that in refusing to receive any further 
commu,nications from him, in consequenceoftheseou_trageous and pre
meditated insults, the executive government has manifested a just regard 
to its own dignity and honour, as well as to the character and interest of 
the American people: That the letter, signed Francis J. Jackson, headed 
"Circular," dated 13th November, 1809, and published and circulated 
through the country, is a still more direct and aggravated insult and 
affront to the American people and their government, as it is evidently 
an iasidious attempt to excite their resentments and distrusts against 
their own government, by appealing to them, through false or fallacious 
disguises, against some of its acts; and to excite resentments and divi
_sions amongst the people, themselves, which can only be dishonourable 
to their own characters and ruinous to their own interests: And the 
Congress of the United States do hereby solemnly pledge themselves to 
the American people, and to the world, to stand by and support the 
executive government in its refusal to receive any further communica
tions from the said Francis J. Jackson, and to call into action the whole 
force of the nation, ifit should become necessary, in consequence of the 
conduct of the executive government in this respect, to repel such 
insults, and to assert and maintain the rights, the honour and the interests 
of the United States. 

APPROVED, January rn, 1810. 
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IT. RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Oomtitutioo ef the United States. 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, two thirds of both houses con. 
curring, That the following section be submitted to the legislatures of 
the several states, which, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths 
of the states, shall be valid arid binding, as a part of the constitution of 
the United States. 

If any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, receive or retain 
any title of nobility or honour, or shall, without the consent of Congress, 
accept and retain any present, pension, office or emolument of any kind 
whatever, from any emperor, king, prince or foreign power, such person 
shall cease to be a citizen of the United States, and shall be incapable 
of holding any office of trust or profit under them, or either of them. 

3F 
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ACTS OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
OF TH:& 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the third session, whicli was begun and held at the City ef 
Wasltington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the tliird day 
of December, 1810, and ended on the third day of JJfarch, 1811. 

JAMES MADISON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; Jorrn PoPE, President of 
the Senate pro tempore, from the 26th of February, 1811; J. B. 
V ARNUI\I, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

ST ATU'l'E III. 

CHAPTER 1.-.0n Act to autharize the transportation rf certain documenta fru 

if postage. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou.~e ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the members of Con
gress, the secretary of the Senate and clerk of the House of Represen
tatives, be, and they are hereby respectively authorized to transmit, free 
of postage, the message of the President of the United States of the fifth 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and ten, and the documents 
accompanying the same, printed by order of the Senate and by order of 
the House of Representatives, to any post-office within the United States 
and territories thereof, to which they may direct, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, December 17, 1810. 

CHAP. II.-Jln .!let making an additional appropriation to supply a rleficiency in 
the appropriation for the relief and protection if distressed Jlmerican &amen, 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States (Jf America in Congress assembled, That for supplying the defici
ency in the appropriation for the relief and protection of distressed Ame
rican seamen in foreign countries, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, the further sum of seventy-six thousand dollars, to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, be 
and the same hereby is appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 7, 1811. 

CHAP; lll.-.Bn Act to continue in force fm- a further time the first section ef 
the act, entituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen if the 
United States against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the act 
passed on the twenty-fifth [twenty-sixth] day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and four, entituled "An act further to protect the com-
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me_rce and. sea~en of the U niJed States ~gainst the Barbary powers," 
as 1s contamed m the first section of the said act, and which was revived 
and continued in fo~ce for the t!me therein mentioned, by an act, enti
tuled "An act to revive and contmue in force for a further time the first 
section of the act, entituled An act further to protect the commerce and 
seamen of the United States against the Barbary powers," passed on the 
twelfth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and ten be and 
the same i's he~eby continued in force until the fourth day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve: Provided however, That the 
additional duty laid by the said section, shall be collected on all such 
goods, wares ~nd merchandise liable to pay the same, as shall have been 
imported previous to that day. 

APPROVED January 7, 18ll. 

CHAP. IV .-.11n .11ct lo fix the compensatz'on ef the additional assistant Postmaster. 
General. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of A.merica in Congress assembled, That the additional assistant 
Postmaster-General, authorized by the act "regulating the post-office 
establishment," shall receive an annual salary of sixteen hundred dollars, 
payable quarter-yearly at the treasury of the United States, to be com
puted from the time at which he may have entered upon the execution 
of the duties of his office. 

APPROVED, January 17, 1811. 

CHAP, VII.-.On .llct to authorize the Secretary at War to ascertain and settle by 
the appointment ef Commissioners, the exterior line of the Public Land at West 
Point, with the adjoining proprietor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Housf! of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary at War 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to settle the exterior line of the 
public land at West Point, in the state of New York, now in dispute 
with Thomas North, the adjoining proprietor; and for that purpose to 
appoint three commissioners to ascertain the same, whose determination, 
or a majority of them, the same being first approved by the Congress of 
the United States, shall be final and conclusive in the premises. And 
any such commissioner shall be entitled to receive at, and after the rate 
of four dollars per diem, for the time necessarily employed in executing 
said commission or appointment. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for 
the commissioners who may be appointed under this act, or either of 
them, to issue process, in nature of a writ of subpcena, for any witness 
that may be required on a hearing in the premises; and any person duly 
served with such process shall be bound to appear and testify under the 
like penalty, and be liable to be proceeded against in the like manner, 
as is provided by law, in relation to any witness whose attendance is 
required in any court of the United States, to give testimony in any 
matter depending therein. 

APPROVED, January 22, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 

CHAP, I X.-.On .Oct making appropriations for the support of the Military estab- Feh. 6, 1811, 
lishment of the United States, for the year one t!tousand elght hundred and 
eleven, [Obsolete.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati?ies of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expenses 

The act of Jan. 15, 1811, will be found in Vol. 3, p. 471. 
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of the military establishment of the United States for the year one thou .. 
sand eight hundred and eleven, for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, magazines, arsenals and armories, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

Specific ap- For the pay of the army of the United States, eight hundred and 
propriations. sixty-nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars. 

STATUTE III. 

For forage, thirteen thousand seven hundred and fifty-six dollars. 
For subsistence, six hundred and eighty-five thousand five hundred 

and thirty-two dollars and five cents. • 
For clothing, two hundred and ninety-three thousand eight hundred 

and four dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, thirty thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, fifty thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, two hundred and 

seventy thousand dollars. 
For ordnance, one hundred thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, including two 

thousand dollars for such a number of additional military storekeepers 
as may be required, two hundred and seventy-six thousand forty-nine 
dollars and seventy-six cents. 

For purchasiQg maps, plans, books and instruments, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For contingencies, fifty thousand dollars. 
For the salary of clerks employed in the military agents' offices, and 

in the office of the inspector of the army, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and forty-six thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVEl:I, February 6, 1811. 

Feb. 7, 1811. CHAP. XI.-.Bn .Bet making appropriatiQ1111 for the support ef the Navy ef the 
[Obsolete.] United States for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expenses 
of the navy of the United States for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, the following sums be, and the same are hereby respectively 
appropriated, that is to say : 

Specific ap- For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
propriations. seven hundred and seventy-four thousand three hundred and ninety 

dollars. 
For provisions, three hundred and eighty-five thousand, three hundred 

and thirty dollars. 
For medicines, instruments and hospital stores, thirty thousand dol

lars. 
For repairs of vessels, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent, and all other contingencies, one hundred thou

sand dollars. 
For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 

for those on shore and forage for the staff, one hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand two hundred and fifty-six dollars and ninety cents. 

For clothing for the same, thirty-seven thousand nine hundred dollars 
and ninety cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand three hundred and 
ninety-six dollars and twenty-five cents. 
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For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all other ex• Specific ap
penses on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, three thou- prop.riation,. 
sand dollars. 

For quartermasters and barr~c~-masters' store~, officers' travelling ex
penses, armorers and carpenters IHlls, fuel, premmms for enlisting men 
musical instruments, bounty to music, ar.d other contingent.expenses of 
the marine corps, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of navy-yards, comprising docks and other improve
ments, pay of superintendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers,, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. . 

For ordnance and small arms, sixty thousand dollars. 
SEC. _2. And lie_ it farther enacted, That the severa} sums, specifically 

appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any momes in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, FelJruary 7, 1811. 

CHAP. XII.-An .f1ct making compensation to John Eugene Leitensdoifer for 
services rendered the United States in the war with Tripoli. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby directed to issue a land warrant to John Eugene 
Leiteusdorfer for three hundred and twenty acres; which said warrant: 
may, at the option of the holder or possessor, be located with any regis
ter or registers of the land-offices on any of the public lands of the 
United States, lying on the west side of the Mississippi, then and there 
offered for sale, or may be received at the rate of two dollars per acre 
in payment of any such public lands. 

Siic. 2. And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting 
officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby directed to settle the 
account of John Eugene Leitensdorfer, and to allow him the pay of a 
captain, from the fifteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, to the fifteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
five, being the time he served as adjutant and im,pector of the forces of 
the United States, in Egypt and on the coast of Africa. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1811. 

CHAP, XIV.-.Rn Act providing for the final adjustment ef claims to lands, 
and for the sale ef the public lands in the territories ef Orleans and Loui&• 
iana.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following allowances 
and compensations shall be made to the several officers appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territories of Orleans and Louisiana; which allowances and compensa
tions shall be in full for all their services, including those rendered since 
their salaries respectively ceased, that is to say : To each of the com
missioners, and to each of the clerks of the boards, fifty cents for. each 
claim, duly filed according to law, which remained undecided on the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and nine, and on which 
a decision has been made subsequent to that day, or shall hereafter be 
made, whether such decision be in favour or against' the claim: which 
allowance of fifty cents shall be paid at the treasury of the United States, 
from time to time, and on receipt of the transcripts of the decisions and 
of the reports of claims not finally confirmed, as the same may be trans-
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(a) See notes to the act of March 2, 1805, chap. 26, vol. ii. 324, for a reference to the acts which have 
been passed relative to lands and land titles in Louisiana, 
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mitted by the boards respectively to the Secretary of the Treasury ac
cording to law. To each of the said commissioners and clerks a further 
allowance of five hundred dollars, to be paid after the completion of the 
business of each of the boards respectively, to the officers then in office. 
And to each of the translators, at the rate of six hundred dollars a year, 
and not to exceed in the whole for each the term of eighteen months: 
Provided always, that the above mentioned allowance of fifty cents for 
each claim decided upon, shall not be made to any of the commission• 
ers who may be absent at the time of such decision; the attendance of 
each to be certified by the clerk, or by a majority of the board: And 
provided also, that no allowance shall be made to any agent heretofore 
employed by the Secretary of the Treasury, for any period of time sub
sequent to the time when such agent ceased to act, or when the board 
ceased to receive evidence. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the two principal deputy 
surveyors of the territory of Orleans shall, and they are hereby autho• 
rized, in surveying and dividing such of the public lands in the said 
territory, which are or may be authorized to be surveyed and divided, 
as are adjacent to any river, lake, creek, bayou or water course, to vary 
the mode heretofore prescribed by law, so far as relates to the contents 
of the tracts, and -- to the angles and boundary lines --· - and to 
lay out the same into tracts as far as practicable, of fifty-eight poles in 
front and four hundred and sixty-five poles in depth, of such shape, and 
bounded by such lines as the nature of the country will render practica
ble, and most convenient: Provided however, that such deviations from 
the ordinary mode of surveying shall be made with the approbation of, 
and in conformity with the general instructions which may be given to 
that eftect by the surveyor of the public lands south of the state of Ten
nessee. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlicr enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the eastern land district of the territory of 
Orleans, a land-office shall be established at New Orleans; and that for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying south of Red river, 
in the western land district of the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall 
be established at Opelousas; and that for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, lying north of Red river, in the western land district of 
the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be established, which shall be 
kept at such place as the President of the United States may direct. 
The register of the western land district of the territory of Orleans shall 
act as register of the land-office of Opelousas, and as one of the com
missioners for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in any 
part of the said western land district. And for the land-office, north of 
the Red river, a register, and for each of the said three offices, a receiver 
of public monies sriall be appointed, who shall give security in the same 
manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their offices, as are or may be 
provided by law, in relation to the registers and receivers of public 
monies in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of 
the United States, in the territory of Mississippi. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested in the 
President of the United States by the eleventh section of the act, enti
tuled "An act supplementary to an act, entituled An act for ascertaining 
and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans, 
and the district of Louisiana," passed on the twenty-first day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, in relation to the public lands lying 
in the western district of the territory of Orleans, and all the other pro. 
visions made by the same section, for the sale of said lands, and for 
obtaining patents for the same, shall be, and the same are hereby in 
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every respect, extended to the public lands, lying in the eastern district 
of the territory of Orleans. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That every person who, either by 
virtue of a French or Spanish grant recognized by the laws of the United 
States, or under a claim confirmed by the commissioners appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territory of Orleans, owns a tract of land bordering on any river, creek, 
bayou or water course, in the said territory, and not exceeding in depth 
forty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a preference in be
coming the purchaser of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back 
of his own tract, not exceeding forty arpens, French measure, in depth, 
nor in quantity of land, that which is contained in his own tract, at the 
same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as are, or may be 
provided by law for the other public lands in the said territory. And 
the principal deputy surveyor of each district respectively, shall be and 
he is hereby authorized, under the superintendence of the surveyor of 
the public lands south of the state of Tennessee, to cause to be surveyed, 
the tracts claimed by virtue of this section; and in all cases where by 
reason of bends in the river, lake, creek, bayou or water course border
ing on the tract, and of adjacent claims of a similar nature, each claim
ant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the adjacent tract already 
owned by him to divide the vacant land applicable to that object between 
the several claimants, in such manner as to him will appear most equit
able: Provided however, that the right of pre-emption, granted by this 
section, shall not extend so far in depth, as to include lands fit for culti
vation, bordering on another river, creek, bayou or water course. And 
every person entitled to the benefit of this section shall, within three 
years after the date of this act, deliver to the register of the proper land
office, a noti~e in writing, stating the situation and extent of the tract 
of land he wishes to purchase, and shall also make the payment and pay
ments for the same, at the time and times, which are, or may be pre,. 
scribed by law, for the disposal of the other public lands in the said 
territory: the time of his delivering the notice aforesaid, being consi
dered as the date of the purchase. And if any such person shall fail to 
deliver such notice within the said period of three years, or to make 
such payment or payments at the time above mentioned, his right of 
pre-emption shall cease and become void ; and the land may thereafter 
be purchased by any other person in the same manner, and on the same 
terms, as are or may be provided by law for the sale of other public lands 
in the said territory. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the land-offices, established 
by virtue of the fourth section of this act, shall be opened on the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for the sale of 
all the public lands, with the exception of section "No. sixteen" of the 
salt springs, and land contiguous thereto, and of the tracts ~eserved [or 
the support of seminaries of learning as herein after provided, which 
shall have been previously surveyed and the surveys thereof returned 
according to law to the registers of the land-offices respectively; and on 
the first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for 
the sale of such of the public lands, which, from the nature of the coun
try, cannot be surveyed in the ordinary way, and are embraced by t~e 
provisions of the third section of this act, as shall have, at least six: 
weeks previous to the said first day of February, one thous.and eight 
hundred and twelve, been advertised for sale by the surveyor of the 
public lands south of the state of Tennessee, with the approbation of the 
President of the United States. The public sales for the lands, sub
divided into quarter sections in the ordinary way, shal! be held for ~ne 
calendar month, under the superintendence of the register and rece1v~r 
of each land-office respectively, and of either of the !!urveyors of pubhc 
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lands south of Tennessee, or of his principal deputy surveyor in the dis-, 
trict, who shall each recei~·e six dollars for each day's attendance 011 the 
same; and no tract of land shall be sold at said public sales, for a less 
price than that which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of 
public lands in the Mississippi territory. And from and after the first 
first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, any tract 
which has been thus offered for sale at public sale, and remains unsold, 
as well as any tract of land embraced by the provisions of the third 
section of this act, the sale of which is authorized by this section, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for the 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public 
lands in the Mississippi territory. All the lands, sold (by) virtue of this 
section, shall in every other respect be sold on the same terms of pay
ment and conditions, in the same manner, and under the same regula
tions as are or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public lands in 
the Mississippi territory; Provided lwwever, that in case of an applica
tion being made at the same time, for the purchase at private sale of the 
same tract of land by two or more persons, one of whom did actually 
inhabit and cultivate such tract of land at the time of passing this act, 
and still continues to inhabit and cultivate the sam,e at the time of such 
application ; the preference shall be given to the person thus inhabiting 
and cultivating such tract of land: And provided al,so, that till after the 
final decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for 
sale, the claim to which has been in due time, and according to law, 
presented to the register of the land-office, and filed in his office, for the 
purpose of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the ter
ritory of Orleans; or which shall have been located by or for Major 
General La Fayette, according to law. 

SEc. 7. And be it f11rtl1er enacted, That in addition to the township 
already reserved for that purpose by law, in the westem district of the 
territory of Orleans, and which shall be located south of Red river, 
another entire township shall be located hy the Secretary of the Trea
sury north of Red river, for the use of a seminary of learning, and also 
an entire township ill the territory of Louisiana, for the support of a 
seminary of learning within the said territory. 

SEc. 8. And be it fart!tcr enacted, That the surveyor-general shaJ.,I 
cause such of the public lands in the territory of Louisiana as the Presi
dent of th.e United States shall direct, to be surveyed and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations and limitation as to ex
penses, as is provided by law in relation to the lands of the United 
States, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the territory of Louisiana, a land-office 
shall be established, which shall be kept at such place as the President 
of the United States may direct; and a register and receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed for said office, who shall give security in the 
same manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their office, as are or may be pro
vided for by law, in relation to the register and receiver of public monie11 
in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, northwest of the river Ohio and above the mouth of Ken• 
tucky river. 

SEc. IO. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall think proper, 
to direct so much of the public lands lying in the territory of Louisiana, 
aii shall have been surveyed in conformity with the ninth section of this 
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act, to ~e offered for s~le. ~!l su_ch lands 'Shall, with the exception of 
the section "number s1xtee!1, . which shall b~ reserved in each township 
for the support of schools w1thm the same, with exception also of a tract 
r~served fo~ the su~port of a se11:1inary oflear~ing, as provided for by the 
eighth sectI_on of this act, and ~1th the exception ~lso of the salt springs, 
and lead mmes, and lands contiguous thereto, which, by the direction of 
the President of the United States, may be reserved for the future dis
pbsal of the_ sai~ States, shall _be offered for sale to the highest bidder, 
under the d1rect10n of the register of the land-office, and the receiver of 
public monies, and of the principal deputy surveyor, and on such day or 
days as shall, by public proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose. 'fhe sales shall remain open for 
three weeks, and no longer. The lands shall be sold for a price not 
less than that which has been or may be fixed by law for the public 
lands, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. And shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same 
size, on the same terms and conditions, as have been or may be by law 
provided for the lands sold in the state of Ohio. The superintendents 
of the said public sales shall each receive six dollars for each day's 
attendance on the said sales. All the lands which have been thus 
offered for sale, at public sale, remaining unsold at the closing of the 
public sales, may be disposed of at private sale by the register of the 
land-office, for the same price which is or may be prescribed by law for 
the sale of public lands in the state of Ohio: Provided however, that till 
after the decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered 
for sale, the claim to which has been in due time and according to law 
presented to the recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana, and 
filed in his office, for the purpose of being investigated by the commis
sioners appointed for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands 
in the territory of Louisiana. And patents shall be obtained for all lands 
sold in the territory of Louisiana, in the same manner and on the same 
terms as is or may be provided, by law, for land sold in the state of 
Ohio. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That the claim of the corpora
tion of the city of New Orleans, to the common adjacent thereto, and 
within six.hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, as confirmed 
by the act, entituled "An act respecting claims to lands in the territories 
of Orleans and Louisiana," shall be deemed valid, although the relin
quishment of the said corporation to any claim beyond the said distance 
of six hundred yards, was not made till after the expiration of the period 
of six months prescribed by the act last mentioned. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers and 
waters in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall be, and for ever 
remain public highways. . 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceedrng forty 
thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated, for the pur
pose of carrying this act into effect, which sum shall be paid out of 
unappropriated monies in the treasury. 

APPROVED, February 15, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 

CHAP. XV.-.Bn .!let concerning the Bank <f .!Jlexanilria.(a) Feb. 15, 1811. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t~e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the corporation here
tofore created by the name and style of the President, Directors and 

(a) Suits brought by the bank of Alexandria upon promissory notes, made n':gotiablc at that ~ank, aii.8 
entitled to trial at the return time of the writ. Young v, The Bank of Alexandna, 4 Cranch, 384, 2 Con • 
Rep. 150. . • • t th • d rser 

The bank of Alexandria may, under the charter of the bank, maintain an act10n agams e ID O 
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Company of the Bank of Alexandria, by an act of the legislature of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, passed in the year seventeen hundred and 
ninety-two, entituled "An act for establishing a bank in the_town of 
Alexandria;" the capital stock of which said bank hath been mcreased 
to five hundred thousand dollars; and which said corporation was, by an 
act of the said commonwealth, passed in the year eighteen hundred and 
one, continued until the fourth day of March, eighteen hundred a,nd 
eleven, be, and the said corporation shall, by the name and style afore
said, be further continued from the fourth day of March next, until the 
fourth day of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-one, subject to the 
regulations prescribed by and made in the manner provided by this act. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall, 
by the name and style of the President, Directors and Company of the 
Bank of Alexandria, be capable in law to hold, have and purchase, 
receive, possess, enjoy and retain to them and their successors, lands, 
rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, of what 
kind, nature or quality soever; and the same to grant, demise, alien or 
dispose of; and, by the name aforesaid, may sue and be sued, plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in any 
court of record, within the United States; and may do and execute every 
other matter and thing by the name aforesaid, that they are authorized 
to do by virtue of this act: Provided always, that the lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, which it shall be lawful for the President, Directors 
and Company to hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite for their 
immediate accommodation, in relation to the convenient transacting their 
business, and such as shall have been bona .fide mortgaged to them by 
way of security, or conveyed to them in satisfaction for debts previously 
contracted in the course of their dealings: Provided 11lso, that the pre
sident and directors shall not purchase any goods, chattels or effects, 
unless such as are sold by virtue of an execution, upon judgments ob
tained by them, except such articles as may be necessary for them in 
transacting the business of the bank; but it shall be lawful for them to 
receive and hold such securities, goods, chattels and effects, by way of 
deposit for advances made by them to any person or persons, and, on 
failure of payment, the same to sell and dispose of at public sale. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said 
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, in shares of two 
hundred dollars each. 

SEc. 4. ;And be it further enacted, That every stockholder shall be 
entitled to vote by himself, his agent or proxy, appointed under his hand 
and seal, at all elections, in virtue of this act; and shall have as many 
votes as he has shares, as far as ten shares, and not more than one vote 
for every five shares thereafter; and every· stockholder may sell and 
transfer his stock in the bank, or any part thereof, at his pleasure, not 
being less than one complete share or shares·; the transfer to be made 
in the bank books, in the presence, and with the approbation of the pro
prietor or his lawful attorney, and the purchaser then to be entitled to all 
the rights which the original proprietor enjoyed. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That a meeting of the stockholders, 

of a promissory_ note, made negoti:ibl_e. at that bank, without first suing the maker, or proving him in. 
solvent, accordmg to the law of Virgm1a; although the endorsement was for the accommodation of the 
maker: and notwithstanding that in Virginia the implied contract of the endorser of a promissory note 
by the general understanding of the country, is that he will pay the debt if by due diligence it cannot b~ 
obtained from the maker. Ibid. ' 

If the _case shows_ that th~ bank received the ~ote under an understanding that it was subject to the 
rules _which i;overn mlan~ bills of exchange, then 1t would seem reasonable, in the case of notes actually 
negotiated with them, to 1mply,from the act of endorsement, an undertaking conformable to that usage. 
Ibid. 

A subsequent board of directors of the bank, is to be considered as knowing all the circumstances 
communicated or known to the previous board. The Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria v. Louisa and Maria 
Seton, I Peters, 309. 
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at the town of Alexandria, shall be held annually, on the third Monday 
of January, in every year, during the continuance of this act; previous 
notice whereof shall be published in some newspaper, printed in Alex
andria, Richmond, Wi:ichester, or the city of Washington, for the space 
of four weeks successively; and the stockholders, assembled in conse
quence ~f ~uch notice, shall choose by ballot, from among themselves, 
by a maJont_Y of _v?tes of such as_ shall be present, or by proxy, nine 
directors, berng c1t1zens of the Umted States, for the term of one year 
thereafter; and on the same day annually, for and during the continu
ance of this act, a like election shall be made; and in case of refusal, 
death, resignation, disqualification or removal out of the district of 
Columbia, of any director, the remaining directors, at their next meet
ing thereafter, shall elect by ballot another person, qualified as aforesaid, 
in his place, for the residue of the year. The directors or any seven of 
them, shall, at their first meeting after every general election, elect by a 
majority of members present, by ballot, from among the stockholders, a 
president, who shall, whether a director or not, be thereupon entitled to 
all the powers and privileges of one; and if he was before a director 
another director shall be elected as aforesaid, so as to keep up the num~ 
ber of directors, prescribed by this act, exclusive of the president; and 
in case of refusal, death, resignation or removal out. of the district afore
said, of the president, the directors shall meet as soon as conveniently 
can be thereafter, and elect another person for president, in manner 
before directed. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That there be a meeting of the 
directors quarterly, for the purpose of regulating the affairs of the bank, 
any five of whom shall make a board; and.that the board have power to 
adjourn from time to time; and the president, or any three of the direc
tors, may call a special meeting at any other time they may think neces
sary. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the board of directors shall 
determine the manner of doing business, and the rules and forms to be 
pursued; appoint and pay the various officers which they may find 
necessary; and dispose of the money and credit of the bank, at a rate 
not exceeding six per centum per annum; and make half yearly divi
dends of the profits, or of such part thereof, as they may think prudent. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That in the appointment of cash
ier of the said bank, a majority of the votes of seven directors shall be 
necessary to a choice. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the board shall, at every 
quarterly meeting, choose three directors, to inspect the business of the 
bank, for the ensuing three months; and the inspectors so chosen, or 
any two of them, shall, on the evening of every Saturday, examine into 
the state of the cash account, and all the notes received and issued; and 
see that those accounts are regularly balanced and transferred. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That any director, officer or 
other person, holding any share or capital of the said stock, who shall 
commit any fraud or embezzlement, touching the money or property of 
the said bank, shall be liable to be prosecuted in the name of the United 
States, by indictment for the same, in any court of law, in the district 
wherein the offence shall be committed; and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall, besides the remedy that may be had by action, in the name of the 
President, Directors and Company of the Bank of Alexandria, for the 
fraud aforesaid, forfeit all his share and stock in the said bank to the 
company. 

SEc, I I. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
the bank hereby incorporated to loan by discount or otherwise more than 
twice the amount of its capital stock actually paid in. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no stockholder or member 
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of the said company shall be answerable for any loss, deficiencies or 
failure of the capital stock of said bank, for any more or larger sum or 
sums of money whatsoever, than the amount of the stock, stocks or 
shares, which shall appear by the books of the said company to belong 
to him at the time or times when such loss or losses shall be sustained, 
except as is hereafter excepted, that is to say: if the total amount of 
debts, which the said company shall at any time owe, whether by bond, 
bill, note or other contract, shall exceed double the amount of capital 
stock of the said bank actually paid in, over and above the monies 
actually deposited in the bank for safe keeping, then in case of such 
excess, the directors under whose administration it shall happen, shall 
be liable for such excess, in their natural and private capacities; and an 
action or actions of debt may be brought against them, or any of them, 
their heirs, executors or administrators, in any court of record within the 
United States -by any creditor or creditors of the said company, and may 
be prosecuted' to judgment and execution, any condition, covenant or 
agreement to the contrary notwithstanding; but this shall not be con
strued to exempt the said body politic or the lands, tenements, goods 
and chattels of the same, from being liable for, and chargeable with the 
said excess. Such of the directors who may have been absent when 
the said excess was contracted or created, or who may have dissented 
from the resolution or act, whereby the same was so contracted or 
created, may respectively exonerate themselves from being so liable, by 
forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of his absence or dissent, to the 
mayor of the town of Alexandria, for the time being, and.to the stock
holders, at a general meeting which he or they shall have power to call 
for that purpose. And in case the directors, by whose act such excess 
shall be occasioned, shall not have property sufficient to pay the amount 
of such excess, then each and every stockholder shall be liable in their 
private capacities for the deficiency, in proportion to their respective 
shares in the said bank. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall not issue any note for a smaller sum than five dollars; and the 
president and directors shall, once in every year, lay before the Secre
tary of the Treasury an account, truly stating the situation of the bank, 
and its funds, if required. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be entitled 
to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by a majo
rity of the stockholders at a general meeting. The directors shall make 
such compensation to the president, for his extraordinary services and 
attendance at the bank as shall appear to them reasonable. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That none but a stockholder, 
being a resident of the district of Columbia, shall be eligible as a presi
dent or director. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlter enacted, That every cashier or treasurer, 
before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall give bond with two 
or more securities to the satisfaction of the directors, for his good beha
viour in office. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That in case it shall at any time 
happen, that an election of directors shall not be made on any day when, 
pursuant to this act, it ought to be made, it shall and may be lawful on 
any other day to hold and make an election of directors, in such manner 
as shall have been regulated by the laws and ordinances of the said pre
sident and directors. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That process of law, served on 
the president for the time being, shall be deemed sufficient service, and 
shall avail in like manner, as if it had been served on all the directors, to 
t~e intent and purpose of making the said corporate company respon
sible. 
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SEc. 19. And be it farther enacted, That whenever any note shall 
be given, con_taining express consent in writing, that it may be negotia
ble at the said bank, and the same shall be endorsed, if payment be 
refused or neglected to be made, at the time it shall have become due 
the like proceedings are to be had out of court, and suit may be prose: 
cuted agai~t the drawer and endorser, jointly or separately, in like man
ner as if the same was a bill of exchange. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall con
tinue to transact its business of discount and deposit in the county of 
Alexandria, in the district of Columbia. 

APPROVED, February 15, 1811. 

CHAP. XVI.-.Bn Jlct to incorporate the Bank ef Washington.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fourth 
day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven,all those persons, their legal representatives or assigns, 
who, on the first Monday of September, in the year of our Lord one thou
sand eight hundred and nine, at the city of Washington, subscribed cer
tain articles of association, and formed a company or limited partnership, 
under the name and style of" The President and Directors of the Bank 
of Washington," and who, on the said fourth day of March, in the year 
eighteen hundred and eleven, shall hold any share of the joint stock or 
funds, created in pursuance of the said articles of association, and their 
successors, being stockholders as aforesaid, shall be and they are hereby 
incorporated, and made a body corporate and politic, by the name and 
style of" The President and Directors of the Bank of Washington;" and 
by that name may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, answer 
and be answered, defend and be defended, in courts of record and any 
other place whatsoever; and by that name may have and hold, purchase, 
receive, possess, enjoy and retain lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, 
goods, chattels and effects, of what nature, kind, or quality soever; and 
the same sell, grant, demise, alien and dispose of; and, by that name shall 
have succession, during the continuance of this act, and may make, have 
and use a common seal, and the same may break, alter and renew at 
pleasure; and shall have power to ordain, establish and put in execution, 
such by-laws, ordinances and regulations as shall seem necessary and 
convenient for the government of the said corporation, not'being con
trary to law, nor to the constitution thereof; and generally to do and 
execute all acts necessary or proper for the objects of the said incorpo
ration, subject to the rules, regulations, restrictions, limitations and pro
visions herein described and declared. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said 
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, money of the United 
States, to be divided into shares of twenty dollars each; of which, ten 
dollars on each share will, according to the articles of association afore
said, have been paid before the said fourth day of March, eighteen hun
dred and eleven; and it shall be optional with any stockholqer thereafter 
to fill up his or her share or shares, by the payment, at any one tim~, of 
the residue of the money due thereon, who shall thereupon be ent1tl~d 
to receive dividends in future, in proportion to the whole amount paid 
upon such share or shares: Provided, that the dividend or dividends, on 
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(a) The deposit of a bill in one bank, to be transmitted_ t? another _for _collec\ion, is a common usage 
of great public convenience; and the duty of a bank receiving such bill, is prec•~ely the sa,~e, _whoever 
may be the owner thereof: and if it was unwilling to undertake the collection w1t~out prec1•e _mforma. 
tion on the subject, the duty ought to have been declined. The Bank of Washmgton 11. Triplet and 
Neale, 1 Peters, 30. 

VoL. Il.-79 3 G 
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such sums of money so paid, shall not commence until the first day of 
the month next ensuing such payment. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall 'transact 
its business in the city of Washington. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the affairs of the said bank 
shall be conducted by twelve directors and a president, whose place, if 
chosen from among their number, shall be supplied by that body. Six 
of the directors, with the president, shall form a board or quorum for 
transacting afl the business of the company. In case of his sickness 
or necessary absence, his place may be sctpplied by any director,. 
whom he, by writing under his hand, may nominate for that purpose; 
or, in case of his not making such nomination, the board may appoint 
a president to act during his absence. The president and directors who 
may be in office, under the said articles of association, on the said fourth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in office 
under and by virtue of this act of incorporation, until others shall bq 
duly chosen in their stead. No person shall be a director or president 
who is not a citizen of the United States and a stockholder; and a direc
tor ceasing to be a stockholder shall cease to be a director. And no 
person, a director of another bank, shall be a director of this bank. 
Every stockholder, being a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled 
to vote at all elections to be holden by the stockholders, in pursuance 
of this act, and shall have as many votes, in proportion to the stock he 
may hold, as follows: for one share -and not exceeding two shares, one 
vote each; for every two shares above two, and not exceeding ten, one 
vote; for every four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, one vote; 
and for every six shares above thirty, and not exceeding sixty, one vote; 
for every eight shares above sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, one 
vote; and for every ten shares above that number, one vote. But no 
person or persons, bodies corporate, or otherwise, shall be entitled to 
more than fifty votes. But no stockholder shall be permitted to vote, who 
has not held his stock two calendar months prior to the day of election. 
All stockholders, living in the city of Washington, shall vote in the choice 
of directors by ballot in person; but every stockholder, living out of said 
city, may vote in person or by a written ballot. by him or her subscribed 
with his or her name, and duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, 
a justice of the peace, or a notary public; a certificate whereof shall be 
made on said ballot by the judge, justice of the peace, or -notary public, 
before whom such acknowledgment shall be made, and said ballot shall 
by him be sealed up, and addressed to the cashier of the bank; and being 
transmitted before the time of the election, shall be-received and counted 
in the election. No person who is not a citizen of the United States 
shall be entitled to vote in any election of this corporation : Provided 
nevertheless, that this section may at any time hereafter be altered or 
amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so as to pro
Yide for an annual rotation of the directors. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtltcr enacted, That a general meeting of the 
stockholders of the said bank shall be holden on the first Monday of 
January, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, and or1 the first Mon
day of January in every year thereafter, at such place as the president 
and directors shall appoint, by giving four weeks' notice in one or more 
of the newspapers of the city of Washington, for the purpose of electing 
directors for the ensuing year, who shall meet on the day succeeding 
their election, and shall immediately proceed to choose a president; and 
the president and directors for the time being shall continue in office 
until others shall be duly elected in their places, and be organized by 
the assembling of a quorum, and the choice of a president. At all elec
tions the persons having the greatest number of votes shall be deemed 
to be ehosen. All elections shall be held under the superintendl'nce of 
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the president of the bank for the time being and four stockholders, not 
being at the time direc_tors, appointed by the board of directors, any 
three of whom shall be Judges thereof. They shall immediately there
after notify the persons elected to meet the eusuing day at the bank, and 
shall make a return of the persons elected at their first meeting. Should 
two or more persons have an equal number of votes, the other individuals 
elected directors shall determine by ballot from among said persons, who 
shall be the director or directors. All elections shall be opened at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, and closed at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have full power to make, revise, alter and annul all such rules, 
orders, by-laws and regulations, for the government of the said corpora
tion, and that of its officers, servants and affairs, as they shall, from time 
to time, think expedient; and to use, employ and dispose of the capital 
stock, funds and property of the said bank, for the interest and benefit 
of the stockholders, subject only to the restrictions herein contained; 
but the said bank shall not take, for discounting any bill or note, more 
than at the rate of six per cent. per annum, upon the amount due by 
such bill or note. 

SEc. 7. And be it furthtl' enacted, That all promissory notes, bills of 
exchange, drafts, checks and receipts, for the payment of money, made 
on behalf of the said bank, signed by the president, and countersigned 
or attested by the cashier, shall be obligatory upon the said body corporate, 
and shall possess the like qualities as to negotiability, and the holders 
thereof shall have the like actions thereupon, as if such promissory notes, 
bills of exchange, drafts, checks or receipts, hacl been made by or on 
behalf of a natural person. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the books, papers, corre
spondence and funds of the bank, shall at all times be subject to the 
inspection of the directors. And the said president and directors shall 
once in every year cause to be laid before the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States an account truly stating the situation of the bank 
and its funds. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said president and direc-
1ors shall have power to appoint a cashier, and all other officers and ser
vants, for executing the business of the said bank, and to establish the 
compensation to be made to the president and all other officers and ser
vants of the said bank respectively. But no compensation shall be given 
to a director for his services, except by a vote of the stockholders in 
general meeting. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, for pur
poses concerning the interests of the bank, giving at least six weeks' 
notice in one or more of the newspapers of the city of ,v ashington, 
specifying in such notice the object or objects of such meeting. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the shares of capital stock, 
at any time owned by any individual stockholder, shall. be transferable 
only on the books of the bank, according to such rules as may, con
formably to law, be established in that behalf by the president and direc
tors; but all debts actually due and payable to the bank ( days of grace 
for payment being past) by a stockholder requesting a transfe:, must be 
satisfied before such transfer shall be made, unless the president and 
directors shall direct to the contrary. 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlter enacted, That the dividends of the profits 
of the company, or so much of said profits as shall be deemed expedient 
and proper, shall be declared half-yearly, in th~ ~rst week in May ~nd 
November, in each year; the amount of said dmdend shall, fro~ time 
to time, be determined by the president and directors, and shall m no 
case exceed the amount of the net profits actually acquired by the com• 
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pany, so that the capital stock of the said company shall never be im
paired by dividends. 

SEc. 13. And be it .furtlier enacted, That the said bank t1haII not at 
any time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the 
capital stock thereof, which shall be actually paid in. 

8Ec. 14. And be it farther enacted, That if the said directors shall 
at any time wilfully and knowingly make or declare any dividend, which 
shall impair the said capital stock, all the directors present at the making 
or declaring of said dividend, and consenting thereto, shall be liable in 
their individual capacities to the company for the amount or proportion 
of said capital stock so divided by the said directors; and each director, 
who shall be present at the making or declaring such dividend, shall be 
deemed to have consented thereto, unless he shall immediately enter, in 
writing, his dissent on the minutes of the proceedings of the board, and 
give notice thereof to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

Si,;c. 15. A'nd be it further enacted, That the bank shall in no case 
be owners of any ships or vessels, or directly or indirectly be concerned 
in trade, or the importation or exportation, purchase or sale, of any goods, 
wares or merchandise whatever, except bills of exchange, bullion, stock 
of the United States, or of incorporated institutions, and such ships, 
vessels, goods, wares or merchandise, as shall be truly pledged to them 
by way of security for debts due, owing or growing due to the said bank, 
or purchased by it to secure such debts. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the bank shall not purchase 
or hold any lands, tenements or other real estates, other than what may 
be necessary for the convenient transaction of its business, unless such 
lands, tenements and real estates shall have been bona fide mortgaged 
to the bank by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted in the course of dealings, or purchased to secure 
debts contracted with or due to the bank; and in every instance in which 
the bank may become the owners or claimants of lands, tenements .or 
real estates, the president and directors are empowered to sell or dispose 
of the same, in such manner as they may deem beneficial for the said 
bank. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if. any vacancy shall at any 
time happen among the directors by death, resignation or otherwise, the 
rest of the directors, for the time being, shall elect a director to fill the 
vacancy. 

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That any number of stockholders, 
who shall be proprietors of not less than two thousand shares, may, for 
any purpose relative to the institution, at any time apply to the president 
and directors to call a general meeting of the stockholders, and if by them 
refused, the said number of stockholders, proprietors of not less than the 
number of shares aforesaid, shall have power to call a general meeting 
of the stockholders, giving at least sixty days' notice in one or more of 
the public newspapers of the city of Washington, specifying in such 
notice the object or objects of such call. 

SEc. 19. And be it furtlier enacted, That the total amount of the debts, 
which the said corporation shall at any time owe, whether by bond, bill, 
note or other contract, shall not exceed twice the amount of their capi
tal stock actually paid over and above the monies then actually deposited 
in the bank for safe keeping. In case of excess, the directors, under 
whose administration it shall happen, shall be liable for the same, in their 
natural and private capacities; and an action of debt may in such case 
be brought against them, or any of them, their or any of their heirs, exe
cutors, or administrators in any court proper to try the same by any 
creditor or creditors of said corporation, and may be prosecuted to judg
ment and execution; any condition, covenant or agreement to the con
trary notwithstanding. But this shall not be construed to exempt said 
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corporation,,or the lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same from 
being also liable for and chargeable with said excess. Such of said 
directors who may have been absent when said excess was contracted 
or created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby 
the same was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate them
selves from being ~o liable by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of 
their absence or dissent, to the Secretary of the Treasurv of the United 
States, and to the stockholders at a general meeting ~hich they shall 
have power to call. for. that purpose; and the body corporate, hereby 
created, aud the capital stock thereof, shall be liable for all the debts 
and engagements contracted, or which, before or on the said fourth day 
of March, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, shall be contracted 
by the company or co-partnership heretofore created by the articles of 
association herein before mentioned, and which carried on the banking 
business under the name and style of "The President and Directors of 
the Bank of Washington;" and the creditors of the said co-partnership 
shall have the like remedy by action, against the said body corporate, as 
they had or have, or may or can have, against the said co-partnership. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any 
time happen, that an election of directors should not be made on any 

- day when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made, the said 
corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved; but it 
shall be lawful on any other day to hold and make an election of direc
tors, at a meeting to be called, in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
the laws and ordinances of the said corporation. 

SEC. 21. And be it Jurilter enacted, That this act shall, to all intents 
and purposes, be deemed and held a public act, and be and continue in 
force for the term of ten years, from and after the fourth day of March, 
which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, and no longer. 

,1.PPROVED, February 15, 1811. 

Cu_~P. XVII.-.Bn .!let toincmporate the subscribers to the Farmers' Bank of Alex
andria. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Con«ress assembled, That the present subscribers 
to the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, as well as those who shall hereafter 
become subscribers to the same, their successors and assigns, shall be, 
and they are hereby created a corporation and body politic by the name 
and style of the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria; and by that name and 
style shall be and are hereby made able and capable in law to have, pur
chase, receive, possess, enjoy and retain, to them and their succes~ors, 
lands, rents, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, o~ what_ kmd, 
nature or quality soever: and the same to sell, grant, demise, ahen or 
dispose of; to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered defend and be defended, in courts of record or any other 
place wh~tsoever, subject nevertheless to the rules, regulations, restric
tions, limitations and provisions herein after prescr)bed and decla:ed. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the capital ~t?ck ~f said cor
poration may consist of five hundred thousand dolla~s, dmded mto s~a_res 
of fifty dollars each; and subscriptions, towards filling up the remamm~ 
part of said stock not already subscribed, may be opened by the presi
dent and directors of the bank, at such times and places, and under such 
regulations, as they shall direct; and it shall bE: lawful for any person, a 
citizen of the United States, to subscribe; and 1t shall be the <luty of the 
president and directors to give notice in two newspapers, or more, p~b
lished in the district of Columbia, of the times and places of openmg 
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such subscriptions, at least thirty days previous thereto; and each of 
said subscriptions shaIJ be kept open one day at least, and such further 
time as said directors may order. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments, which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, 
shall be only such, as shall be requisite for its immediate accommodation, 
in relation to the convenient transaction of its business, and such as shall 
have been conveyed to it, in satisfaction of debts previously contracted 
in the course of its dealings, or purchased at sales on judgments, which 
shall have been obtained for such debts; nor shall this corporation 
directly or indirectly deal in or trade in any thing, except bills of ex• 
change, gold or silver bullion; or in the sale of goods, really and truly 
pledged for money lent, and not redeemed in due time; or of goods 
which shall be the produce of its land; or of goods sold by virtue of an 
execution, on.a judgment obtained by them. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the well ordering the 
affairs of the said corporation, there shall be thirteen directors, of whom 
there shall be an election on the first Monday in Janul1,ry, in each year, 
by the stockholders or proprietors of the capital stock of the said corpo
ration, and by plurality of the votes actually given; and those who shall 
be duly chosen at any election shall be capable of serving as directors, 
by virtue of such choice, until the end or expiration of the Monday of 
January next ensuing the time of such election, and until others shaIJ 
be chosen. But the first election of directors under this act shall not 
take place, until the first Monday in January, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve; and the said directors, at their first meeting 
after each election, shall choose one of their number as President. No 
person, a director of another bank, shall be a director of this bank: 
Provided, that in case it should at any time happen, that an election of 
directors should not be made upon any day, when pursuant to this act 
it ought to have been made, the corporation shall not for that cause be 
deemed to be dissolved; but it shall be lawful on any other day, within 
fifteen days thereafter, to hold and make an election of directors, in such 
manner as shall have been regulated by the laws and ordin1rnces of said 
corporation. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be entitled 
to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by the stock
holders at a general meeting. The directors shall make such compensa
tion to the president, for his extraordinary attendance at the bank, as to 
them shall appear reasonable. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the directors for the time 
being shall have power to appoint such officers and servants under them, 
as may be necessary for executing the business of the said corporation, 
and to allow them such compensation for their services respectively, as 
shall seem reasonable: and shall be capable of exercising such other 
powers and authorities for the well governing and ordering of the affairs 
of the said corporation as shall be described, fixed and determined by 
the laws, regulations and ordinances of the same. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president and directors 
shall determine the manner .of doing business, and the rules and forms 
to be pursued, and dispose of the money and credit of the bank in such 
manner as shall seem to them best calculated to promote the interest of 
the proprietors. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That stockholders shall vote, at 
all elections for directors, by ballot, in person, except those who shall 
reside out of the town of Alexandria, who may vote either in person, or 
by a written ballot, by him or her subscribed with his or her name, and 
duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, a justice of the peace or 
notary public; a certificate whereof shall be made on said ballot, by the 
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said judge, justice of the peace or notary public, before whom such 
acknowledgment sh~ll be made, and said ballot shall be sealed up and 
directed to the cashier of the bank ; and being transmitted to said cash
ier, before the time of the election, shall be received and counted in the 
choice of directors. No share or shares shall confer a right of suffrage, 
which shall not have been holden two calendar months previous to the 
day of election; and the number of votes to which each stockholder 
shall be entitled shall be in proportion to the number of shares he shall 
hold, as follows: For one share, and not exceeding two .shares, one 
vote each; for every two shares above two, and not exceeding ten, one 
vote; for every four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, one vote; 
for every six shares above thirty, and. not exceeding sixty, one vote; for 
every eight shares above sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, one vote: 
and for every ten shares above that number, one vote; but no person or 
persons, bodies corporate or otherwise, shall he entitled to more than 
fifty votes: Provided, that this section may at any time hereafter be 
altered or amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so 
as to provide for an annual rotation of directors. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That one month previous to each 
election of directors, the cashier shall cause to be made out a correct 
list of all the stockholders, which shall be subject to the inspection of 
any stockholder. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligible 
to hold the office of president or director, who is not a citizen of the 
United States and a bona fide stockholder. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That a majority of the whole 
number of directors, shall be necessary in the choice of a president and 
cashier; but three members, with the president, may constitute a board 
for transacting the ordinary business of the bank. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall, as soon as they may deem it expedient, declare a dividend of pro
fits; and every half year thereafter, shall make and declare such dividends 
of profit, as they may deen:i proper; but no dividend shall be declared, 
except by a majority of all the directors. 

Sr:c. 13. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall keep a book in which their proceedings at their meetings, as a 
board, shall be regularly recorded, and upon every question which may 
occur, the ayes and noes thereupon shall be noted, which re.}ord book 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of any stockholder, not being 
a director, officer or servant of any other bank, who shall, six months 
previous to his application, be the proprietor of stock, to the amount of 
three thousand dollars. 

Sr:c. 14. And be it further enacted, That any number of stockholders, 
not less than twenty, owning together fifty thousand dollars of stock, 
shall be at liberty to call a meeting of the stockholders at any time, and 
may appoint three of their number as a committee to examine into the 
state and condition of the bank and the manner in which its affairs have 
been conducted: Provided, that no member of such committee shall be 
a director, president or other officer or servant of any ~ther hank. . 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the president and cashier 
shall respcctively give bond and security, and also take an oath, for the 
faithful discharge of their duties; the president in the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, and the cashier in the sum of thirty thousand doll~rs; 
the other officers and servants shall also take an oath, and enter mto 
bond and security in such sums as the president and directors may pre
scribe. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall not at 
any time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the 
capital stock thereof, which shall be actually paid in. 
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SEc. 17. And be it furtlier enacted, That all bills, bonds, notes and 
every contract or engagement, on behalf of the corporation for the pay
ment of money, shall be signed by the president, and countersigned by 
the cashier; and the funds of the corporation shall in no case be liable 
for any contract or engagement, unless the same shall be signed and 
countersigned as aforesaid; and the president and directors shall not 
issue any note for a smaller sum than five dollars. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the 
president and directors, to demand or receive a greater discount or inte
rest than at the rate of one per cent. for sixty days, upon any loans or 
advances of money which they may make. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital stock 
shall be transferable at any time, according to such rules as may be estab
lished by the president and directors; but no stock shall be transferred, 
the holder thereof being indebted to the bank, until such debt be satis
fied, except the president and directors shall otherwise order it. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That every stockholder, whether 
he be so by original subscription or by transfer, shall be considered as a 
member of this corporation, and, when he ceases to be a stockholder, he 
shall cease to be a member. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
president, or in his absence, such one of the directors as they shall ap
point to supply his place for the time, to preside at the board of direc
tors, to vote on all questions, to minute the proceedings of the board, to 
cause all the orders and resolutions of the board to be carried into effect, 
to sign all bonds, bills, notes or other engagements, which the board of 
directors may from time to time direct to be issued for the payment of 
money, and generally to superintend the affairs, and to watch over the 
interest of this corporation. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That if a vacancy shall at any 
time happen in the office of president, director, cashier, or any other 
officer or servant of the bank, by death, resignation, disqualification or 
otherwise, the same may be filled by a majority of the directors for the 
time being. 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That no standing or unlimited 
accommodation shall be granted. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That if any stockholder shall fail 
to pay up the several instalments upon his subscription, as the same may 
become due, his dividends upon such instalments as he may have paid 
shall cease as to him, and remain to the use and benefit of the other 
members of the corporation. 

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That if the president and direc
tors shall at any time wilfully and knowingly make and declare any 
dividend which shall impair the capital stock, or shall wilfully and know
ingly violate or infringe any of the foregoing articles of this corporation, 
all the directors present at the making or declaring such dividends or 
violating or infracting such article or articles, and consenting ther~to, 
shall be liable in their individual capacities to the corporation, for the 
amount or proportion of said capital stock so divided, and also for any 
injury or damage that may accrue to creditors, in consequence of anv 
such violation or infraction as aforesaid; and each director who shall be 
present shall be deemed to have assented thereto, unless he shall cause 
his di~sent to be entered upon record : Provided, that nothing herein 
contamed shall be construed to exempt the corporation from any liability, 
!o any person or persons, which otherwise the said corporation might 
mcur. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president and directors 
sha~I have power, a majority of their whole number concurring, to make, 
reVIse, alter or annul all such rules, orders or by-laws, for the govern-
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ment of the corporation, and that of their officers, servants and aff'airs, 
as they may from time to time think expedient, not inconsistent with 
law. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That any number of stockholders 
not less than twenty, who together shall be proprietors of two thousand 
shares, may for any purpose relative to this corporation, at any time 
apply to the president and directors to call a general meeting of the 
stockholders, and if by them refused, the said number of stockholders, 
proprietors of not less than that number of shares shall have power to 
call a general meeting of the stockholders, giving at least thirty days' 
notice in one newspaper printed within the town of Alexandria, and one 
printed within the city of Washington, specifying in such notice the 
object or objects of such call. 

SEc. 28. And be it furtker enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury of the United States shall be, (at least once in every year) furnished, 
from time to time, as he may require it, with statements of the amount 
of the capital stock of the said corporation, and of the debts due to the 
same, of the monies deposited therein, of the notes in circulation, and 
of the cash in hand, and shall have a right to inspect such general 
accounts in the books of the bank, as shall relate to the said statements: 
Provided, that this shall not be construed to imply a right of inspecting 
the account of any private individual or individuals with the bank. 

SEc. 29. And be it furtlier enacted, That this corporation shall con
tinue until the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight hun
dred and twenty-one: But nevertheless, the proprietors of two thirds of 
the capital stock of the company may, by their concurrent votes at a 
general meeting, to be called for that purpose, dissolve the same at an 
earlier period: Provided, that notice of such meeting and its object shall 
be published in two or more newspapers, printed within the district of 
Columbia, for at least three months successively, previous to the time 
appointed for such meeting. 

SEC. 30. And be tt further enacted, That on the.dissolution of this 
corporation, whenever the same shall be determined on as aforesaid, 
effectual measures shall be immediately taken by the president and direc
tors, then in office, for closing all the concerns of the corporation and 
for dividin·g the capital and profits which may remain, among the stock
holders in proportion to their respective interests. 

SEc. 31. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not take effect 
until the fourth day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eleven, and shall to all intents and purposes 
be deemed and held a public act. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1811. 
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CHAP. XVIlI.-An .Oct to incorporate the Bank ef Potomae. Feb. 16, 1811. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Bank inror. 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fo~1rth porated. 
day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, all those who have or hereafter may become stock-
holders in the Bank of Potomac, their successors and assigns, shall be 
and they are hereby created and made a body politic, by the name and 
style of "The President, Directors and Company of the Ba~k of Poto-
mac," and so shall continue until the fourth day of March, m the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and no longer; 
and by that name shall have succession ; and shall b~ and are her~by 
made able and capable in law to have, purchase and receive, possess, enJoy 
and retain to them and their successors, lands, rents, tenements, hered1-
taments, goods, chattels and effects of what kind, nature or quality soever, 
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and the same to sell, grant, demise, alien or dispose of; and by the name 
aforesaid may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered, defend and he defended, in any court of law or equity. And 
by the name aforesaid may do and execute every other matter and thing, 
that they are authorized to do by virtue of this act: Provided ahoa.1/s, 
that the lands, tenements and hereJitaments, which it shall be lawful for 
the said president and directors to hold: shall be only such as shall be 
requisite for their immediate accommodation, in relation to the conve
nient transacting their business, and such as shall have been bona fide 
mortgaged to them by way of security, or conveyed to them in satisfac
tion of debts previously contracted in the course of their dealings: Pro
vided also, that the said president and directors shall not purchase any 
goods, chattels or effects, unless such as are sold by virtue of an execu
tion upon a judgment obtainrd by them, except such articles as may be 
n~cessary for them in transacting the business of the bank; but it shall 
be lawful for them to receive and hold such securities, goods, chattels 
and effects, by way of deposit for advances made by them to any persou 
or µersons, and,on failure of payment, the same to sell and dispose ofat 
public sale. 

St:e. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the capital of the said bank 
shall consist, as it ,10w does, of the sum of five hundred thousand dollars, 
divided into shares of one hundred dollars each. 

SEc. 3. And he it further enacted, That every stockholder, being a 
citizen of the United Stales, shall be entitled to vote at all elections to 
be holden by the stockholders in pursuance of this act, and shall have 
as many votes in proportion to the stock he may hold, as follows: For 
one share and not exceeding two shares, one vote each; for every two 
shares above two and not exceeding ten, one vote; for every four shares 
above ten and not exceeding thirty, one vote; for every six. shares above 
thirty and not exceeding sixty, one vote; for every eight shares above 
sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, one vote; and for every ten shares 
above that numbrr, one vote. But no person or pe'rsons, bodies corpo
rate or otherwise, shall be entitled to more than fifty votes. No share 
or shares shall confer a right of suffrage, which shall not have been holden 
two calendar months previous to the day of election. And in the choice 
of directors, every stockholder shall vote in person, ( except those who 
shall reside out of the town of Alexandria,) who may vote either in per
son or by a written ballot by him or her subscribed, with his or her name, 
and duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, a justice of the peace, 
or a notary public; a certificate whereof shall be made on said ballot by 
the said judge, justice of the peace or notary public, before whom such 
acknowledgment shall be made; and said ballot shall be by him sealed 
up, aud addressed to the cashier of the bank, and being transmitted to 
sairl cashier before the time of the election of directors, said ballot shall 
be received and counted in the choice of directors. And every stock
he Ider may sell and transfer his stock in the said bank, or any part thereof, 
at his pleasure, not being less than one complete share or shares, the 
trausfer being made in the bank books, in the presence and with the 
approbation of the proprietor or his lawful attorney. 

SEc. 4. And be it .furtlter enacted, That an election shall be held in 
the town of Alexandria on the first Monday of November in each year, 
of which notice shall be given in one or more newspapers, printed in the 
town of Alexandria, four weeks at least, before said day of election. And 
the stockholders shall choose, by ballot, from among the stockholders, 
by a majority of votes, twelve directors, for the term of one year there
after; aud on resignation, disqualification or removal of any director, out 
of the county of Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, or out of the 
county of Fairfax, in the state of Virginia, the other directors, at their 
next meeting thereafter, shall elect by ballot another person, qualified 
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ais aforesaid, in his place, for the residue of the year. The directors shall, 
at the first meeting after every general electi0n, elect by a majority of 
their whole number, by ballot from among their own number, a prPsi
dent, who shall be thereupon entitled to all the rrnwers and privileges of 
one; and if he was before a director, another director shall be elected 
as aforesaid, so as to keep the number of directors, prescribed by this 
act, exclusive of the president, entire; and in case of the death, resigna
tion or removal of the president, out of the county of Alexandria, or 
county of Fairfax aforesaid, or his refusal to accept his office, the direc-
tors shall meet as soon as conveniently can be thereafter, and elect 
another person for president, in the manner before directed; but the 
president and directors at present elected by the stockholders, shall con
tinue to act, until their successors are chosen: Pro11ided, that in case it 
should at any time happen, that an election of directors should not he 
made upon any day, when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been 
made, the corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved, 
but it shall be lawful on any other day, within fifteen days thereafter, to 
hold and make an election of directors, in such manner, as shall have 
been regulated by the laws and ordinances of said corporation. And 
pmvided nevertheless, that this section may at any time hereafter be 
altered or amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so 
as to provide for an annual rotation of the directors. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a meeting of 
the directors quarterly, for the purpose of examining the affairs of the 
bank, any four of whom shall make a board; and the board shall have 
power to adjourn, from time to time; and the president, or any three of 
the directors may call a special meeting at any other time that they may 
think proper. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the board of directors, by a 
majority of votes, shill make by-laws, determine the manner of doing 
business, and the •rules and forms to be pursued; and dispose of the 
money and credit of the bank, for the interest and benefit of the stock
holders; and are hereby authorized to receive for discounts, made at the 
said bank, at the rate, and not exceeding ~ix per cent. per annum, and 
make, at the expiration of each half year, a dividend of the profit, or such 
part thereof, as they may think prudent. 

SEC. 7. And be it .furthrr enacted, That in appointing a cas.hier of the 
said bank, and all other officers, a majority of the whole directors shall 
be necessary to a choice. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That any director, officer, or other 
person, holding any share or capital of the said bank stock, who shalJ 
commit any fraud or embezzlement, touching the money or property of 
said bank, shall be liable to be prosecuted, in the name of the United 
States, by indictment for the same; and upon conviction thereof, sl1all, 
besides the remedy that may be had by action, in the name of t~e Pre
sident and Directors of the Bank of Potomac, for the fraud aforesaid, for
feit to the company all his share and stock in the said bank. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enactnl, That the said bank shall not at ~ny 
time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the capital 
stock, which shall be actually paid in. 

SF.c. 10. And be it further enarted, 'fhat no stockh?lde~ or mef!lber 
of said company, shall be answerable for any losses, defic1enc1es or failure 
of the capital stock of the said hank, for any more or larger snm or sums 
of mouey whatsoever, than the amount of the stock, stocks o~ shares, 
which shall appear by the books of said company to be~ong to h11n at tl:e 
time or times when such loss or losses ~haIJ be sustarned, except as ts 

hereafter excepted, that is to say : If the total amount of the deb_ts 
which said company shall at any time owe, whether by bo1:d, note, bill 
or other contract, shall exceed twice the amount of the capital stock of 
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the said bank, over and above the monies actually deposited in the bank 
for safe keeping, then, in case of snch excess, the directors, under whose 
administration it shall happen, shall be liable for such excess in their 
natural and private capacities: and an action or actions of debt may be 
brought against them or any of their heirs, executors or administrators, 
in any court of record within the district of Columbia, by any creditor 
or creditors, of said company, and may be prosecuted to judgment and 
execution, any condition or covenant, or agreement, to the contrary not
withstanding; but this shall not be construed to exempt the said body 
politic, or lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same, from being 
also liable for, and chargeable with said excess : Pravtded, that such of 
the said directors, who may have been absent when said excess was con
tracted, or created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or 
act, whereby the same was so contracted or created, may respectively 
exonerate themselves from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of 
the fact, and of their absence or dissent, to the mayor of the town of 
Alexandria, for the time being, and to the stockholders, at a general 
meeting which he or they shall have power to call for that purpose. And 
in case the directors, by whose act such excess shall be occasioned, shall 
not have property to pay the amount of such excess, then each and every 
stockholder, shall be liable in their private capacities for the deficiencies, 
in proportion to their respective shares in the said bank. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That the said president and direc
tors shall not issue any note for a smaller sum than five dollars; and the 
said president and directors shall, once in every year, cause to be laid 
before the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States an account, 
truly stating the situation of the bank and its funds. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be enti
tled to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by a 
majority of the stockholders, at a general meeting, but the directors shall 
make such compensation to the president for his extraordinary services 
and attendance at the bank, as shall appear to them reasonable. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That none but a stockholder, 
being a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the county of Alex
andria, or county of Fairfax aforesaid, shall be eligible as a president or 
director . 

SEc.14. And be it further enacted, That a number of stockholders, 
not less than twenty, who together shall be proprietors of on~ thousand 
shares or npwards, shall have power at any time to call a general meet
ing of the stockholders, for purposes relative to the institution, giving at 
least six weeks'notice in one or more newspapers, printed in the town 
of Alexandria, and specifying in such notice the object or objects of such 
meeting. 

SEC. 15. And be it furtl1er enacted, That this act shall, to all intents 
and purposes, be deemed and held a public act. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1811. 

Feb. 18, 1S11. CHAP, XIX.-.!ln .8.ct to incorporaie the Union Bank rf Georgetown. 

Bank incor- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
porated. States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fourth 

day of !\larch, which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, all those persons, their legal representatives or 
assigns, who, on the first Monday of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and nine, in Georgetown, district of Col um• 
bia, subscribed certain articles of association, and formed a company or 
limited pnrtnership, under the name and style of the "President and 
Directors of the Union Bank of Georgetown," and who, on the said 
fourth day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, shall hold 



ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. III. Ca. 19. 1811. 

any share of th~ ~oint stock o! funds created in pursuance of the said 
articles of association, and their successors, being stockholders as afore
said, shall be _and they are hereby incorporated, and made a body corpo
rate and pol1t1c, by the name and style of the "President and Directors 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown," and by that name may sue and be 
sued, implead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be 
defended, in courts of record and any other place whatsoever; and by that 
name may have and hold, p,!rchase, receive, possess, enjoy and retain 
lands, rents, tenements, hered1taments, goods, chattels and effects, of what 
nature, kind or quality soever, and the same sell, grant, demise, alien 
and dispose of. Aud by that name, shall have during the continuance 
of this act succession; and may make, have and use a common seal, and 
the same may break, alter and renew at pleasure; and shall have power 
to ordain, establish and put in execution, such by-laws, ordinances and 
regulations as shall seem necessary and convenient for the government 
of said corporation, not being contrary to law nor to the constitution 
thereof: and generally to do and execute all acts necessary or proper for 
the objects of said incorporation, subject to the rules, regulations, restric
tions, limitations and provisions herein described and declared. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said 
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, money of the United 
States, to be divided into shares of fifty dollars each; of which fifteen 

. dollars on each share has been paid, according to the articles of associa
tion aforesaid; and it shall be optional with any stockholder hereafter to 
pay up the further sum of thirty-five dollars: Provided, that not more 
than fifty thousand dollars be paid in any one year, unless the president 
and directors, by a rule or order, should authorize or permit a greater 
sum to be paid; the dividend or dividends on such sums of money so 
paid, shall n9t commence until the first day of the month next ensuing 
such payment. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the said bank shall transact 
its business in Georgetown. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the affairs of the said bank 
shall be conducted by twelve directors and a president, whose place, if 
chosen from among their number, shall he supplied by that body. Six 
of the directors, with the president, shall form a board or quorum for 
transacting all the business of the company, but the ordinary discounts 
may be done by the president and three directors. In case of his sick
ness or necessary absence, his place may be supplied by any director, 
whom he, by writing under his hand, may nominate for that purpo~e, or 
in case of his not making such nomination, the board may appornt a 
president to act during his absence. The president and directors who 
may be in office under the said articles of association on the said fourth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in office 
under and by virtue of this act of incorporation,. until others sh_all be duly 
chosen in their stead. No person shall be a director or pres1den_t, who 
is not a citizen of the United States, and a stockholder; and a director 
ceasing to be a stockholder, shall cease to be a di~ector; and no person, 
a director of another bank, shall be a director ofth1s bank. Every stock
holder being a citizen of the United States, sh~ll be entitled to v?te at 
all elections to be holden by the stockholders m pursuance of this act, 
and shall have as many votes, in proportion to the stock he may hold, 
as follows: for every share as far as twenty, one vote for each share, and 
one vote for every two shares thereafter as far as forty ; and for every 
five shares above forty, one vote; but no person or persons, bodies cor
porate or 0therwise, shall be entitled to more than one hundred and fift_y 
votes; no stockholder shall be permitted to vote, -:vho has not held his 
stock two calendar months, prior to the day of elech<?n· All stockholders 
living in Georgetown shall vote in the choice of directors by ballot m 
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person : but every stockholder living out of said town may vote in per
son or by a written ballot by him or her subscribed with his or her name, 
and duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, a justice of the peace, 
or a notary public; a certificate whereof shall be made on said ballot by 
the judge, justice of the peace, or notary public, before whom such 
acknowledgment shall be made; and said ballot shall by him be sealed 
up, and addressed to the cashier of the bank, and being transmitted 
before the time of the election, shall be received and counted ih the 
election. No person who is not a citizen of the United States shall be 
entitled to vote in any election of this corporation: Provided nevertheless, 
that this section may at any time hereafter be altered or amended by 
Congress, in such a manner as they may see fit, so as to provide for an 
annual rotation of the directors. 

SEc. 5. And "be it furtlter enacted, That a general meeting of the 
stockholders of the said bank shall be holden on the first Monday of 
April, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, and on the first Monday 
of April, in every year thereafter, at such place as the president and 
directors shall appoint, by giving four weeks' notice in two or more of 
the newspapers of the district, for the purpose of electing directors for 
the ensuing year, who shall meet on the day succeeding their election, 
and shall immediately proceed to choose a president; and the president 
and directors for the time being, shall continue i11 office until others 
shall be duly elected in their places, and be organized by the assembling 
of a quorum, and the choice of a president. . At all elections the persons 
having the greatest number of votes shall be deemed to be chosen. All 
elections shall he held under the superintendence of the president of the 
hank, for the time being, and four stockholders not being at the time 
directors, appointed by the board of directors, any three of whom shall 
hejudges thereof. They shall immediately thereafter notify the persons 
elected to meet the ensuing day at the bank, and shall make a return of 
the persons elected, at their first meeting. Should two or more persons 
have an equal number of votes, the other individuals elected directors, 
shall determine by ballot from among said persons, who shall he the 
director or directors. All elections shall be opened at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, and closed at three in the afternoon. 

Si,;c. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president .and directors 
shall have full power to make, revise, alter and annul all such rules, 
orders, by-laws and regulations, for the government of said corporation, 
and that of its officers, servants and affairs, as they shall from time to 
time think expedient; and to use, employ and dispose of the capital 
stock, funds and property of said bank, for the interest and benefit of 
the stockholders, subject only to the restrictions herein contained; but 
the said hank s~all not take for discounting any bill or note, more than 
at the rate of six per cent. per annum, upon the amount due by such 
bill or note. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all promissory notes, bills 
of exchange, drafts, checks and receipts, for the payment of money made 
on behalf of the said bank, signed by the president and countersigned 
and attested by the cashier, shall be obligatory upon the said body cor• 
porate, and shall possess the like qualities as to negotiability, and the 
holders thereof shall have the like actions thereupon, as if such promis
sory notes, bills of exchange, drafts, checks or receipts had been made 
by or on behalf of a natural person. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That the books, papers, corre
~ponde?ce an<l fun?s of the bank shall at all times be subject to the 
mspect1on of the directors. And the said presideut and directors 8hall 
once in ev_ery year cause to be laid before the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States an account, truly stating the situation of the bauk 
and its funds. 
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SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said president ;md direc
tors shall have power to appoint a cashier, and all other officers and 
serva11ts, for executing the business of .said bank, and to establish the 
compensation to he made to the president and all other officers and ser
vants of the said bank, respectively; but no compensation shall be given 
to a director for his services, except by a vote of the stockholders in 
general meeting. 

SEC. I 0. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, for pur
po~es concerning the interests of the bank, giving at least six weeks' 
notice, in one or more of the newspapers of the district, specifying in 
such notice the object or objects of such meetincr. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital 
stock, at any time owned by any individual stockholder, shall be trans
ferable only on the books of the bank according to such rules, as may, 
co11formably to law, be established in that behalf, by the president and 
di'rectors; but all debts actually due and payable to the bank ( days of 
grace for payment being passed) by a stockholder, requesting a transfer, 
must be satisfied, before such transfer shall be made, unless the president 
and directors shall direct to the contrary. 

SEC. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That the dividends of the profits 
of the company, or so much of said profits as shall be deemed expedient 
and proper, shall be declared half yearly, in the first week in April and 
October, in each year; the amount of said dividend shall from .time to 
time be determined by the president and directors, and shall in no case 
exceed the amount of the net profits actually acquired by the company, 
so that the capital stock of the said company shall never be impaired by 
dividends. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That if the said directors shall at 
any time, wilfully and knowingly make or declare any dividend which 
shall impair the said capital stock, all the directors present at the making 
or declaring of said dividend, and consenting thereto, shall be liable in 
their individual capacities to the company, for the amount or proportion 
of said capital stock so divided by the said directors; and each director 
who shall be present at the making or declaring of such dividend, shall 
be deemed to have consented thereto, unless he shall immediately enter 
in writing, his dissent on the minutes of the proceedings of the board, 
and give notice thereof to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

SEc. 14. And be ·it further enacted, That the bank shall, in no case, 
be owners of any ships or vessels, or directly or indirectly, be concerned 
in trade, or the importation or exportation, purchase or sale of any 
goods, wares or merchandise whatever, except bills of exchange, bullion, 
stock of the United States, or of incorporated institutions, and such 
ships, vessels, goods, wares or merchandis,e, as shall ~e truly pledged ~o 
them by way of security for debts due, owmg or growmg due to the said 
hank, or purchased by it to secure such debts. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the bank shall not purchase 
or hold any lands, tenements or other real estates, other than what may 
be necessary for the convenient transaction of its business, unless such 
lands, tenements and real estates, shall have been bona fide mortgaged 
to the bank by way of security or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted in the course of dealing~, or pu~chased t? sec~re 
debts contracted with or due to the bank; and m every mstance m which 
the bank may become the owners or claimants of lands, teneme?ts or 
real estates, the president and directors are empowered to ~ell or d1spo~e 
of the same, in such a manner as they may deem beneficial for the said 
bank. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enadcd, That if any vacancy shall at any 
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SEc. 17. And be it fu1·tl1er enacted, That if any number of stock

holders not less than twenty, who shall be proprietors of not less than 
four thousand shares, may for any purpose relative to the institution, at 
any time apply to the president and directors, to call a general meeting 
of the stockholders, and if by them refused, the said number of stock
holders, proprietors of not less than the number of shares aforesaid, shall 
have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, giving at least 
sixty days'notice in two or more of the public newspapers in the district, 
specifying in such notice the object or objects of such call. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall not at 
any time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the 
capit.al stock, which shall be actually paid in. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That the total amount of the debts 
which the said corporation shall at any time owe, whether by bond, bill, 
note or other contract, shall not exceed twice the amount of their capital 
stock actually paid, over and above the monies then actually deposited 
in the bank for safe keeping. In case of excess, the directors, under 
whose administration it shall happen, shall be liable for the same in their 
natural and private capacities; and an action of debt, may in such case 
be brought against them or any of them, their or any of their heirs, exe
cutors or administrators, in any court proper to try the same, by any ere. 
ditor or creditors of said corporation, and may be prosecuted to judg~ 
ment and execution, any condition, covenant or agreement to the con. 
trary notwithstanding. But this shall not be construed to exempt said 
corporation, or the lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same from 
being also liable for, and chargeable with said excess. Such of said 
directors who may have been absent when said excess was contracted 
or created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby 
the same was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate them
selves from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and 
of their absence or dissent, to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, and to the stockholders at a general meeting, which they shall 
have power to call for that purpose; and the body corporate hereby 
created, and the capital stock thereof, shall be liable for all the debts and 
engagements contracted, or which before or on the said fourth day of 
March, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, shall be contracted by 
the company, or co-partnership heretofore created by the articles of asso
ciation herein before mentioned, and which carried on the banking 
business under the name and style of "The President and Directors of 
the Union Bank of Georgetown;" and the creditors of the said co-part
nership, shall have the like remedy by action, against the said body cor
porate, as they had or have, or may or can have against the said co
partnership. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any time 
happen, that an election of directors should not be made, on any day 
when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made, the said corpo
ration shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved ; but it shall be 
lawful on any other day to hold and make an election of directors, at a 
meeting to be called in such manner as shall be prescribed by the Jaws 
and ordinances of the said corporation. 

SEc. 21. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall to all intents 
and purposes, be deemed and held a public act, and be and continue in 
force for the term of ten years, from and after the fourth day of March 
which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 
CHAP, XX.--.Bn .B.ct making a further distribution qf such laws rf the Uniteq, Feb. 18, 1811. 

States, ll$ r&pect the Public Lands. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the copies of the laws 
prepared ~nd _prir~ted under the authority of "-:A-n act providing for print
mg and d1stnbutmg of such laws of the Umted States as respect the 
public lands," passed the twenty-seventh day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten, not otherwise disposed of, shall be distributed 
in the manner following, that is to say: The President and Vice Presi
dent of the United States, the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, the secretaries of the state, treasury, war and navy 
departments, the attorney-general, the comptroller and register of the 
treasury, the judges of the supreme and district courts of the United 
States, the governors and judges of the territories, the surveyor-general 
of the United States, and the surveyor of the lands of the United States 
south of Tennessee, shall each receive one copy; the clerks in each of 
the departments of state, treasury and war, employed on land business, 
five copies; the secretary of the Senate, to be placed on his table for the 
use of the Senate, five copies; the clerk of the House of Representa
tives, t.o be placed on his table, for the use of the House of Representatives, 
ten copies; two hundred and fifty copies shall be placed in the library, 
and remain there under the same regulations as the other laws of the 
United States; one hundred copies shall be deposited in the treasury 
department for the use of the land boards, and offices which may here
after be established; and the remainder shall be placed in the library, 
and each member of Congress hereafter elected, shall, so long as any 
remain, exclusive of the two hundred and fifty copies before mentioned, 
be entitled to one copy at the commencement of that session of Con
gress next succeeding his election. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1811. 

CHAP. XXI.-.9n .B.ct to enable the people ef the Territory ef Orleans to form a 
constitution and state government, and for the admission ef sue!, state into the 
Union, on an equal footing with the original states, and for other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of all that 
part of the territory or country ceded under the name of Louisiana, by 
the treaty made at Paris on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and three, between the United States and France, contained 
within the following limits, that is to say: beginning at the mouth of the 
river Sabine, thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the said 
river, including all islands t.o the thirty-second degree of latitude; thence 
due north, to the northernmost part of the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude; thence along the said parallel of latitude to the river Missis
sippi; thence down the said river to the river Iberville; and from thence 
along the middle of the said river and lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain, 
to the gulf of Mexico; thence bounded by the said gulf to the place of 
beginning: including all islands within three leagues of the coast, be, 
and they are here.by authorized to form for themselves a constitution and 
state government, and to assume such name as they may deem proper, 
under the provisions and upon the conditions herein after mentioned. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all free white male citizens 
of the United States, who shall have arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, and resided within the said territory, at least one year previous to 
the day of election, and shall have paid a territorial, county, district or 

Act of April 
27, 1810, ch. 33. 

Distribution or 
the land laws. 

How to be 
distributed. 

STATUTE III. 

Feb. 20, 1811. 

The inhabi. 
tants of Louis
iana within di
rected limits to 
be authorized to 
form a constitu. 
tion and state. 

Act of April 
14, 1812, ch.57. 

Elective fran
chise, how re
gulated. 

(a) An act. to enlarge the limits of the state of Louisiana, April 14, 1812, chap. 57. 
Vo1.. II.-81 2 n 2 



Convention to 
meet at New 
Orleans. 

The constitu
tion to be re. 
publican and 
consistent with 
the constitution 
of the United 
States. 

All right to 
waste and unap. 
propriated lands 
to be disclaimed 
by an irrevoca. 
ble ordinance. 

Lands sold by 
Congress to be 
exempt from 
state taxes for 
five years. 

Convention to 
send to Con. 
gress the act as. 
sen ting to the 
adoption of the 
constitution of 
United States. 

ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. III. CH. 21. ISII. 

parish tax: and all persons having in other respects the legal qualifica
tions to vote for representatives in the general assembly of the said ter, 
ritory, be, and they are hereby authorized to choose representatives to 
form a convention, who shall be apportioned amongst the several counties, 
districts and parishes, within the said territory of Orleans, in such man
ner as the legislature of the said territory shall by law direct. The 
number of representatives shall not exceed sixty; and the elections for 
the representatives aforesaid shall take place on the third Monday in 
September next, and shall be conducted in the same manner as is now 
provided by the laws of the said territory for electing members for the 
House of Representatives. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the members of the conven
tion, when <luly elected, be, and they are hereby authorized to meet at 
the city of New Orleans, on the first Monday of November next, whi~h 
convention, when met, shall first determine, by a majority of the whole 
number elected, whether it be expedient or not, at that time, to form a 
constitution and state government, for the people within the said territory, 
and if it be determined to be expedient, then the convention shall in 
like manner declare, in behalf of the people of the said territory, that it 
adopts the constitution of the United States; whereupon the said con
vention shall be, and hereby is authorized to form a constitution and 
state government, for the people of the said territory: Provided, the 
constitution to be formed, in virtue of the authority herein given, shall 
be republican, and consistent with the constitution of the United States; 
that it shall contain the fundamental principles of civil and religious 
liberty; that it shall secure to the citizen the trial by jury in all criminal 
cases, and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, conformably to the 
provisions of the constitution of the United States; and that af\er the 
admission of the said territory of Orleans as a state into the Union, the 
laws which such state may pass shall be promulgated, and its records of 
every description shall be preserved, and its judicial and legislative writ
ten proceedings conducted, in the language in which the laws and the 
judicial and legislative written proceedings of the United States are now 
published and conducted: And provided also, that the said convention 
shall provide by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the 
United State8, that the people inhabiting the said territory do agree and 
declare, that they for ever disclaim all right or title to the waste or un
appropriated lands, lying within the said territory ; and that the same 
shall be and remain at the sole and entire disposition of the United 
States; and, moreover, that each and every tract of land, sold by Con
gress, shall be and remain exempt from any tax, laid by the order or 
under the authority of the state, whether for state, county, township, 
parish or any other purpose whatever, for the term of five years from and 
after the respective days of the sales thereof; and that the lands, belong
ing to citizens of the United States, residing without the said state, shall 
never be taxed higher than the lands belonging to persons residing 
therein; and that no taxes shall be imposed on lands the property of the 
United States; and that the river Mississippi and the navigable rivers 
and waters leading into the same or into the gulf of Mexico, shall be 
common highways and for ever free, as well to the inhabitants of the 
said state as to other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty, 
impost or toll therefor, imposed by the said state. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case the convention shall 
declare its assent, in behalf of the people of the said territory, to the 
adoption of the constitution of the United States, and shall form a con
stitution and state government for the people of the said territory of 
Orleans, the said convention, as soon thereafter as may be, is hereby 
required to cause to be transmitted to Congress the instrument, by which 
its assent to the constitution of the United States is thus given and 
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declared, and also a true and attested copy of such constitution or frame 
of state government, as shall be formed and provided by said convention, 
and if the same shall not be disapproved by Congress, at their next ses
sion after the receipt thereof, the said state shall be admitted into the 
Union, upon the same footing with the original states. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That five per centum of the net 
proceeds of the sales of the lands of the United States, after the firet day 
of January, shall be applied to laying out and constructing public roads 
and levees in the said state, as the legislature thereof may direct. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1811. 
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CHAP. XXII.-.dn Act making appropriations for the support of Government Feb. 20, 1811. 
for th.e year one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United Specific ap. 
S,tates of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of propriations. 
the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expense of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers; for defray-
ing the expenses of surveying the public lands; and for satisfying cer-
tain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the same are 
hereby respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing and all other contin
gent expenses of the two houses of Congress, thirty-four thousand dol
lars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress, and for the 
librarian's allowance for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For repairing the roof and fitting up a room in the west side of the 
north wing of the capitol for the library of Congress, six hundred dol
lars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em- 1806, ch. 41. 
ployed in that department, including the sum of one thousand four hun-
dred and seventy-eight dollars in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, fourteen 
thousand and thirty-eight dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For printing and distributing the laws of the third session of the 
eleventh Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, five thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per- 1806, ch. 41. 
sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty dollars, for clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed 
by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
six, sixteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the J?erson 
employed in transmitting passports and sea letters, and for stationery 
and printing in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one thousand 
dollars, 
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For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand six hun
dred and thirty-nine dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fourteen thousand six hundred and sixteen dol
lars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, five hundred dollars~ 

For compensation to the auditor of the treaimry, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the auditor's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven qollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For compensation to the messenger of the register's office, for stamp
ing and arranging ship's registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and all other incidental and con
tingent expenses in the register's office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine records, two thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental expenses of the tr_easury 
department, four thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps and charts for the use of the trea
sury department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent, employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury department, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and eleven, including the expense of two watchmen, 
the repairs of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns and other incidental 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of stating and printing the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing and other contingent expenses 
of the. office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the paymaster's office, 
three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office, two hundred dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent and 
fuel for said office, including the sum of five hundred dollars for com
·pensation to clerks, in addition to the ffllm allowed by the act of the 
twenty-nrst of April, one thousand eight liundred and six, five thousand 
one hundred dollars. 



ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. III. CH. 22. 1811. 

For compensation of additional clerks in the office of the superinten
dent of Indian trade, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery, fuel, printing and other contingent expenses 
in the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office 
including the sum of two thousand seven hundred and forty-five dollar~ 
for compensation to clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, and the 
sum of eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars for deficiencies in the appro
priation of the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, nineteen thou
sand seven hundred and fifty-seven dollars and seventy-eight cents. 

For the expense of fuel, house rent for the messenger, candles, sta
tionery, chests, &c. incident to the Postmaster-General's office, two 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For ,compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and for 
allowances to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray 
the authorized expense of the several loan offices, fifteen thousand dol
lars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general, and his clerks, three thou
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, 
clerks employed in his office, and for stationery and other contingencies, 
three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint, viz: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars; and 
'I'wo clerks at five hundred dollars each. 
For wages to the persons employed in melting, coining, carpen

ters, millwrights, and smiths' work, including the sum of one thousand 
dollars allowed to an assistant coiner and die forger, who also oversees 
the execution of the iron work, and of six hundred dollars allowed t.o an 
assistant engraver, eight thousand dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar iron, 
lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, two thou
sand seven hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For an allowance for wastage in the gold and silver coina~e, including 
a deficiency in the appropriation for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and ten, arising from the increase of the coinage for that and several 
antecedent years, six thousand eight hundred dollars. . 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the terri-
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. . 

For expense of stationery, and other contingent expenses. of sa~d 
territory, including the sum of one thousand dollars for a deficiency m 
the appropriation for the year one thousand eight hundred and .ten, two 
thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 
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Specific ap• For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis-
propriations. sippi territory, including the sum of one thousand one hundred and 

thirteen dollars and thirty-three cents, for a deficiency in the appropria
tion for the year one thousand eight hu·ndred and ten, ten thousand one 
hundred and thirteen dollars and thirty~three cents. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the 
Michigan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

Fur expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Louisi
ana territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Illinois 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in due course of settlement at the treasury, two thousand 
dollars. 

1806, ch. 41. For additional compensation to the clerks in the several departments 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex
ceeding for each department respectively, fifteen per centum in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, entituled " An act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain public 
roads, and for other purposes," thirteen thousand two hundred and sixty
nine dollars and thirty-two cents. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, the associate 
judges and district judges of the United States, including the chief jus
tice and two associate judges for the district of Columbia; to the attor
ney-general, and to the district judge of the territory of Orleans, fifty-nine 
thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation granted to the several marshals for the districts of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ken
tucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee and Orleans, two thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties, and for defraying the el\'.penses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late and present 
government, nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners 
of the United States, from the fifth of March one thousand eight hun
dred and eleven, to the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, stakeages of channels bars and shoals, and certain contin• 
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gent expenses, sixty-eight thousand nine hundred and sixty-five dollars 
and thirty-nine cents. 

For erecting lighthouses at the mouth of the Mississippi, and at or 
near the Pitch of Cape Lookout, in North Carolina beino-the amount 
of an additional appropriation carried to the surplus' fund;twenty thou
sand dollars. 

For building a lighthouse on the south point of Cumberland Island 
in Georgia, being the amount of a former appropriation carried to th~ 
surplus fund, four thousand dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on the south point of Sapelo Island in 
Georgia, ~nd fo~ placing certain buoys and beacons on Dobay bar and 
Beach point, bemg the balance of former appropriations carried to the 
surplus fund, six thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine dollars and 
six cents. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Point Judith, being the balance of a 
former appropriation carried to the surplus fund, one hundred and sixty
eight dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For erecting two lights on Lake Erie, viz : on or near Bird Island, 
and on or near Presque Isle, in addition to the appropriation heretofore 
made for that purpose, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of surveying the public lands within the 
several territories of the United States, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For paying for the printing of new ship's registers, including the cost 
of paper, the balance of a former appropriation of one thousand one 
hundred and forty dollars for this object having been heretofore carried 
to the surplus fund, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For discharging the expense of the third enumeration of the inhab
itants of the United States, and that of taking an account of their 
manufactures, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, forty-seven thousand 
dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of government, the balance of former 
appropriations for that object having been carried to the surplus fund, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of 
Great Britain in relation to captures of American vessels, and defending 
causes elsewhere, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation allowed George W. Erving as agent in receiving 
and paying awards of the board of commissioners, under the seventh 
article of the British treaty, estimated at two and a half per cent. on 
the amount of such awards as were actually received by him, twenty
two thousand three hundred and ninety-two dollars and sixty-seven 
cents. 

For payment of the claim of Patrick Donnon, late surveyor of the 
county of Hardy, in Virginia, being his compensation under the act of 
Congress, passed May thirteenth, one thousand eight hundred, "to en
large the powers of the surveyors of the revenue," for valuing, recording 
and adding to the tax lists sundry tracts of land and dwelling houses 
omitted by the assessors, there not being a sufficient balance due for 
direct tax from Virginia for satisfying this claim, seven hundred and 
twenty-eight dollars and eighty-five cents. 

For payment of expenditures made by James Simmons, late collector 
of Charleston from January first, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, t~ December thirty-first, one thousand eight hu~dred and 
five, for the navy department, as admitted on settlement of his account 
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at the treasury, nine thousand three hundred and seventy-nine dollars 
and three cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims agains~ the lJnited 
States not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted m due 
course of settlement at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

For the payment of a balance due the estate of the late Major-general 
Anthony Wayne, in conformity ~ith the act _passed at the P!esent ses
sion entituled "An act for the relief of the hens of the late Ma.ior-general 
Wayne," five thousand eight hundred and seventy dollars and thirty-four 
cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enacted, ~hat the several appropriatio1:1s 
herein before made shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1811. 

CHAP. XXIII.-.1.ln Jlct to eMhle the Georgetown Potoma,c Bridge Cumpany to 
levy money for the object of its i11corporati01i. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the directors of the 
Georgetown Potomac Bridge Company be, and they are hereby em
powered to call a general meeting of the stockholders of said company, 
to be held at Georgetown, in the district of Columbia, by causing public 
notice to be given of the time and place of such meeting, in the 
National Intelligencer, and in one of the newspapers printed in each 
of the cities of New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, in four succes
sive weeks, the last time at least thirty days before the day of holding 
the said general meeting. And if at such general meeting, the stock
holders present, by themselves or legal representatives, shall determine 
to rebuild the bridge at or near the little falls of the river Potomac, (for 
the purpose of erecting which originally was the object of their incorpo
ration,) the holders of two thirds of the stock represented at that meet
ing concurring, 'then it shall and may be lawful for the directors of said 
company, or any two of them, and they are hereby empowered to assess 
upon and collect from the stockholders of the said company, such sum 
and sums of money, as shall be necessary to pay its debts already incur
red, an<l to rebuild, make and keep in repair the said bridge, together 
with the road leading thereto from Georgetown : Provided, That the 
whole amount of such assessments shall not exceed twenty-five dollars 
on each share in the stock of said company. And of any such assess
ment and assessments, the said directors shall give public notice to the 
1,aid stockholders, by advertising the same in the newspapers aforesaid; 
and the sum and sums which shall be so assessed, the said stockholders 
are hereby required to pay to the said directors, within sixty days after 
such notice; and on failure thereof, for the space of thirty days after the 
expiration of the sajd sixty days, the said directors, or any two of them, 
are hereby authorized to sell the share or shares of any and every 
delinquent stockholder; every such sale to be made at public auction 
in Georgetown aforesaid, on the day specified in said advertisement: 
Provided, That no more shares shall be sold than shall be deemed neces
sary to_ levy the sum and sums of money which shall be assessed as 
aforesaid; and that the surplus, if any arising on any such sales, shall 
by the directors aforesaid, be deposited in the Bank of Columbia, for the 
use of the owner or owners of the share or shares so sold. And the 
said directors, or any two of them, shall transfer on the books of the 
said company, to the purchaser or purchasers, the share or shares so sold, 
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and if demanded give a certificate or certificates thereof under their hands 
and seals, which shall secure to such purchaser or purchasers a valid 
~~~y~ ' 

APPROVED, February 22, 1811. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.Bn .Bet providing for the sale of a tract ef land lying in tke atate 
ef Tennessee, and a tract in tke Indiana territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the commissioners 
appointed by an act of the legislature of the state of Tennessee, passed 
on the fourteenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, to fix on a site for the town of Pulaski, in the county of Giles and 
state aforesaid, and their successors in office, be, and they are h~reby 
authorized, on producing a receipt from the receiver of public monies, 
for at least one twentieth part of the purchase money, to enter with the 
register of the land-office, established for the lands ceded to the United 
States by the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians, in the Mississippi terri
tory, a tract of land lying in a regular square, and containing six hun
dred and forty acres, which has or may be' fixed on as a site for the town 
of Pulaski, as aforesaid, at the same price and on the same terms and 
conditions of payment as are provided with respect to the other public 
lands sold at private sale at the said office; and on completing the 
payment of the purchase money, a patent shall be granted therefor to 
the said commissioners and their successors in office, in trust, for the 
use of the said county of Giles, for the purpose aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
by an act of the legislature of the Indiana territory, to fix on a proper 
site for the permanent seat of government for the said territory, be, and 
they are hereby authorized, and their successors in office, so soon as the 
surveys under the authority of the United States shall have been made 
of the lands which they shall select, and on producing a receipt from the 
receiver of public monies, for at least one twentieth part of the purchase 
money, to enter with the register of the land-office for the district in 
which the land lies, any four quarter sections of land adjoining to each 
other, which have not been reserved by any former act of Congress, and 
which the said commissioners may select and fix on as a site for the per
manent seat of government for the said territory, and payment shall be 
made therefor at the same price, and on the same terms and conditions, 
as are provided in respect to the other public lands sold at private sale 
in the same district; and on completing the payment of the purchase 
money, a patent shall be granted therefor, to the said commissioners 
and their successors in office, in trust for the use of said territory, for 
the purpose aforesaid. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1811. 

CHAP, XXV.-An .11.ct providing for the removal ef the land-<dfice established at 
.Nashville, in the state ef Tennessee, and Canton in the state ef Ohio; and to 
authorize the register and receiver ef public monies to superintend the public 
sales ef land in the district east if Pearl river. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ~f tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is amhorized to remove the land-office 
established for the sale of the public lands ceded to the United States 
by the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians in the Mississippi territory, 
from Nashville, to such place within the district for which it was estab
lished as he may judge most proper; and to remove the land-office 
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from Canton in the state of Ohio, to some suitable place within the dis
trict for which it was established. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enaded, That the public sales of the 
public lands, in the district east of Pearl river, in the Mississippi terri
tory, and also in the district of Kaskaskia, in the Illinois territory, he 
conducted under the superintendence alone of the register and receiver 
of public monies for the said districts, who are hereby authorized and 
empowered to superintend the same, in their respective districts; any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding; and they shall receive tbe com
pensation provided by law for the superintendence of public sales in the 
districts aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any tract of the public 
lands, which has been sold or may hereafter be sold, in arty state or 
territory, wherein a land-office is or may be established, and on which 
complete payment has not or may not have been made, within the time 
prescribed by law for completing the same, and the tract having been 
advertised for sale agreeably to law, it shall be lawful to offer the same 
for sale at public vendue, at the time and place of the sitting of the 
court, for the county in which the land-office is kept for the district 
to which the tract belongs, whether the court ~hall be denominated a 
court of quarter sessions, or by whatever other designation it may he 
known. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1811. 

CHAP, XXVI.-.!ln .Bet establishing Navy Hospitals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House (!f Representatives of the Uni fed 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the money hereafter 
collected by virtue of the aet, entituled "An act in aqdition to An act 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen," shall be paid to the Secre
tary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Tre_asury and the Secretary of War, 
for the time being, who are hereby appointed a board of commission
ers, by the name and style of Commissioners of Navy Hospitals, which, 
together with the sum of fifty thousand dollars hereby appropriated out 
of the unexpended balance of the marine hospital fund, to he paid to the 
commissioners aforesaid, shall constitute a fund for navy hospitals. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all fines imposed on navy 
officers, seamen and marines, shall be p_aid to the commissioners of 
navy hospitals. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enar.ted, That the commissioners of navy 
hospitals be and they are hereby authorized and required to procure 
at a suitable place or places proper sites for navy hospitals, and if the 
necessary buildings are not procured with the site, to cause such to he 
erected, having due regard to economy, and giving preference to such 
plans as with most convenience and least cost will admit of subsequent 
additions, as the funds will permit and circumstances require; and the 
commissioners are required at one of the establishments, to provide a 
permanent asylum for disabled and decrepid navy officers, seamen and 
marines. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be authorized and required to prepare the necessary rules and regu
lations for the government of the institution, and report the same to the 
next session of Congress. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That when any navy officer, sea
man or marine, shall be admitted into a navy hospital, that the insti
tution shall be allowed one ration per day during his continuance therein, 
to be deducted from the account of the United States with such officer, 
seaman or marine; and in like manner, when any officer, seaman or 
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marine, e~titled t_o a ~ension: shall be admitted into a navy hospital, 
such pension during his continuance therein shall be paid to the com
missioners of the navy hospitals, and deducted from the account of such 
pensioner. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1811. 

CHAP. XXVIII.--:1n Jlct in addition.to the act e7;,tituled "..in act supplementary 
to the act cuncerning Consuls and Vice Consuls, and for the f urtlter protection 
if J]mcrican seamen. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases where 
distressed mariners and seamen of the United States have been trans
ported from foreign ports where there was no consul, vice consul, com
mercial agent, or vice commerci-il agent of the United States, to ports 
of the United States; and in all cases where they shall hereafter be so 
transported, there shall be allowed to the master or owner of each vessel, 
in which they shall or may have been transported, such reasonable com
pensation, in addition to the allowance now fixed by law, as shall be 
deemed equitable by the comptroller of the treasury. 

APPROVED, February 213, 1811. 

CHAP. XXIX.-.B.n .Bet supplementary to the act, entituled ".Jln act concerning 
/Jze commercial intercourse between the United States and Great B,·itain -and 
France and their dependencies, and for other purposes." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no vessel owned wholly 
by a citizen or citizens of the United States, which shall have departed 
from a British port prior to the second day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, and no merchandise, owned wholly by a citizen 
or citizens of the United States, imported in such vessel, shall be liable 
to seizure or forfeiture, on account of any infraction or presumed infrac
tion of the provisions of the act to which this act is a supplement. 

SEc. 2 .. And be it further enacted, That in case Great Britain shall so 
revoke or modify her edicts, as that they shall cease to violate the neutral 
commerce oft he United States, the President of the United States shall 
declare the fact by proclamation ; and such proclamation shall be ad
mitted as evidence, and no other evidrnce shall be admitted of such 
revocation or modification in any suit or prosecution which may be 
instituted under the fourth section of the act to which this act is a sup
plement. And the restrictions imposed or which may be imposed by 
virtue of the said act, f'hall, from the date of such proclamation, cease 
and be discontinued. 
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their giving bond with approved sureties to the United States, in a sum 
equal to the value thereof, to abide the decision of the proper court of 
the United States thereon; and any such bond shall be considered as 
satisfied if Great Britain shall, on or before the second day of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and eleven, have revoked or modified her 
edicts in the manner above mentioned: Provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to affect any ships or vessels or the 
cargoes of ships or vessels wholly owned by a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, which had cleared out for the Cape of Good Hope, or for 
any port beyond the same, prior to the tenth day of November, one thou
sand eight hundred and ten. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXX.-Jln ./Jct for establishing trading houses with the Indian 
tribes.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and /Fouse qf Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to establish trading houses at such posts 
and places on the frontiers, or in the Indian country, on either or both 
sides of the Mississippi river, as he shall judge most convenient, for the 
purpose of carrying on a liberal trade with the several Indian nations, 
within the United States, or their territories. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be authorized to appoint a superintendent of Indian trade, 
whose duty it shall be to purchase and take charge of all goods intended 
for trade with the Indian nations aforesaid, and to transmit the same to 
such places as he shall be directed by the President; and he shall take 
an oath or affirmation faithfully to execute the trust committed to him, 
and that he will not directly or indirectly be concerned or interested in 
any trade, commerce or barter restricted by this law, and except on the 
public account; and he shall also give bond, in the penal sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, with sufficient security, to be approved of by the Secre
tary of the Treasury of the United States, truly and honestly to account 
for all money, goods and other property whatever, which shall come into 
his hands, or for which in good faith he ought so to account, and to 
perform all the duties required of him by this act; and he shall render 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a quarter yearly account of all his re
ceipts and expenditures of cash, purchases and transmittals of goods for 

(a) Obsolete acts relating to trading houses with the Indians :-
An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes, April 18, 1796, chap. 13. 
An act to revive and continue in fotce "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," 

April 30, 1802, chap. 39. 
An act for continuing in force a law entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 

tribes," February 28, 1803, chap. 14. 
An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian trihes, April 21, 1806, chap. 48. 
An act supplemental to an act entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," 

March 3, 1809, chap. 34. 
An act establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes, March 2, 1811, chap. 30, 
An act to continue 1n force for a limited time, the act entitled, "An act for establishing trading honses 

with the Indian tribes," March 3, 1815, chap. 98. 
An act to continue in force an act entitled," An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 

tribes," March 3, 1817, chap. 43. 
An act directing the manner of appointing Indian agents, and continuing the "act for establishing 

trading houses with the Indian tribes," April 16, IS18, chap. 61. 
An act to continue in force for a further time the act entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses 

with the Indian tribes," March 3, 1819, chap. 78. 
An act to continue in force for a forther time the act entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses 

with the Indian tribes," March 4, 1820, chap. 18. 
An act to continue in force for a further time the act entitled, "An act to establish trading houses with 

the Indian tribes," March 3, 1821, chap. 44. 
The trading houses with the Indian tribes, were abolished by an act to abolish the United States trad. 

iDg establishments with the Indian tribes, May 6, 1822, chap. 54, 
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the Indian trade, to be settled and adjusted by the accounting officer of 
the treasury, as other public accounts. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the superintendent of Indian 
trade shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars payable 
quarter yearly, at the treasury of the United States. ' 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be authorized to appoint an agent, (and when he shall deem 
it proper an assistant agent,) for each trading.house establishment estab
lished under the provisions of this act; and every such agent and a;sistant 
agent shall give bond, with sufficient security, in such sum as the Presi
dent shall direct, truly and honestly to account for all the money, goods 
and other property whatever, which shall come into his hands, and for 
which he ought so to account; and to perform all the duties required of 
him by this act! and sha~l take an oath or affirmation faithfully to execute 
the trust committed to him; and that he will not directly or indirectly be 
concerned or interested in any trade, commerce or barter but on the 
public account. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
each of the said agents to receive, from the superintendent of Indian 
trade, and dispose of in trade with the Indian nations aforesaid, such 
goods as may be transmitted to him by the superintendent, to be received 
and disposed of as aforesaid, according to the rules and orders which 
the President of the United States shall prescribe; and he shall render 
an account, quarter yearly, to the superintendent of Indian trade, of all 
money, goods and other property whatsoever, which shall be transmitted 
to him, or which shall come into his hands, or for which in good faith 
he ought to account; and he shall transmit duplicates of his accounts to 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of Indian 
trade, the agents, or their clerks, or other persons employed by them 
shall not be directly or indirectly concerned or interested in carrying on 
trade or commerce in any of the goods or articles bought for, or sup
plied to, or received from the Indians, or shall be owner in whole or in 
part of any sea vessel, or shall take or apply to his or their use any gain 
or emolument for negotiating or transacting any business in the Indian 
departmen"t, other than what shall be allowed by law; and that the said 
agents, assistant agents, or any persons employed by them, shall not be 
directly or indirectly concerned or interested in carrying on the busi
ness of trade or commerce, on their own or any other than the public 
account, or take or apply to his or their use any emolument or gain for 
negotiating any such business, during their appointment, agency or 
employment respectively, other than provided by this act, or excepting 
for and on account of the United States; and if any such persons shall 
offend against any of the prohibitions aforesaid, he shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit to 
the United States a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and shall 
be removed from such office agency or employment, and forever there
after be incapable of holding any office under the United States: Pro
vided, that if any person, other than a public prosecutor, shall give 
information of any such offence upon which a prosecution and convic• 
tion shall be had, one half of the aforesaid penalty, when recovered, shall 
be for the use of the person giving such information: And provided also, 
that if • such misdemeanor be committed by the snperintehdent of 
Indian trade, or by any agent or assistant agent, it shall be deemed a 
breach of the condition of his bond, and the penalty thereof may be re-
covered in any court having competent jurisdictio~ of the same. . 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the pnces of goods supplied 
to and to be paid for by the Indians shall be regulated m such manner, 
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from any Indian, in the way of trade or barter, any gun, or other article, 
commonly used in hunting, any instrument of husbandry or cooking 
utensil, of the kind usually obtained by Indians, 'in their intercourse 
with white people, or any article of clothing, excepting skins or furs, 
he or they shall respectively forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for 
each offence, to be recovered by action of debt in the name and to 
the use of the United States, in any court having jurisdiction in like 
cases: Provided, That no suit shall be commenced, except in the state 
or territory within which the cause of action shall have arisen, or in 
which the defendant may reside; and it shall be the duty of the super
intendent of Indian trade, or of the superintendents of Indian affairs, 
and their deputies respectively, to whom information of every such 
offence shall be given, to collect the requisite evidence, if attainable, to 
prosecute the offender without delay. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the goods requisite for an
nuities to the Indian nations, within the United States and the territories 
thereof, and for treaties with them, and for presents to be made them at 
the seat of government, or elsewhere, shall henceforward be purchased 
and transmitted to the proper posts and places, by the superintendent 
of Indian trade, upon orders from the department of war, and the 
accounts therefor shall be rendered to the war department. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act the annual sum of two thousand dollars for the payment of the 
salary of the superintendent of Indian trade, and the annual sum of two 
thousand five hundred dollars, for the payment of the clerks in his office 
(including the sum of eight hundred dollars, allowed for au additional 
clerk, by the act passed on the twenty-sixth day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and ten,) are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury of the United States, not otherwise appro
priated. 

Pay of the SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
agents, &c. &c. this act, the President of the U uited States be, and he is hereby autho

rized to draw annually from the treasury of the United States a sum not 
exceeding fourteen thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, to be 
applied under his direction, to the payment of the agents, assistant 
agents and clerks, at the trading houses; which agents shall be allowed 
to draw out of the public supplies two rations each, and each clerk one 
ration per day, which rations or such payments as may be made in lieu 
thereof, by the order of the President, shall be charged to the trading 
fund; and the President shall cause an annual report to be made to 
Congress of how much of the sum so authorized has been drawn, and in 
what manner the same has been applied. 

Appropriation SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the sum of two hundred and 
for Indian t rade, sixty thousand dollars, appropriated by the tenth sect.ion of the act, enti

tuled "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," 
1806, ch. 48. approved twenty-first April, one thousand eight hundred and four, and 

the sum of forty thousand dollars, appropriated by the act, entituled "An 
l809, ch. 34. act supplemental to the act, entituled An act for establishing trading 

houses with the Indian tribes," approved third March, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, shall be, and remain a fund for t):ie purpose of 
carrying on trade and intercourse with the Indian nations, in the man
ner provided by this act, exclusive of the salary of the superintendent of 
Indian trade and of the allowances to agents, assistant agents and 
clerks. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said 
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superintendent of Indian trade, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, and upon such terms and conditions as he shall pre
scribe, to cause the furs and peltry, and other articles, acquired in trade 
with the Indian nations, .to be sold at public auction, in different parts 
of the United States, or otherwise disposed of, as may be deemed most 
advantageous to the United States. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if the President should 
deem it expedient to establish, under the authority of this act, trading 
houses, in addition to the number now in operation, for the purposes of 
carrying oh a trade with the Tndian tribes, within the United States, or 
their territories, the expenses for each trading house so established shall 
not exceed the following sums of money, in addition to the appropria
tions already made by this act, viz: For the principal agent, an annual 
sum, not exceeding one thousand dollars; for an assistant agent, if 
necessary, an annual sum not exceeding five hundred dollars; to be 
drawn by the President out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, an act, entituled "An act for establishing trading houses 
with the Indian tril:ies," approved on the twenty-first of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and six, and an act, entituled "An act supplemental 
to the act, entituled An act for_ establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes," approved on the fourth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and nine, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed: Pro
vided, that nothing herein contained, shall be construed to exonerate any 
person who shall not have performed the duty, or who shall have violated 
any of the prohibitions contained in the said acts, from suits or prosecu
tions, but as to all bonds, contracts, debts, demands, rights, penalties, 
punishments, which have been made, have arisen, or have incurred, or 
which shall be made, arise or be incurred, previous to the first day of 
April next, the said acts shall have the same force and effect, as though 
this act had not been passed : Provided likewise, that the superintendent 
of Indian trade, the agents, assistant agents and other persons employed 
under the aforesaid acts, shall continue to hold their several offices, 
appointments and trusts, until otherwise removed, any thing herein con
tained that might be construed to the contrary notwithstanding; and 
also the bonds, which they or either of them have given or may give, for 
the faithful execution of their several duties and offices, shall continue 
to have the same force and effect, to all intents and purposes, as though 
this act had not been passed. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
from and after the first day of April next, for the term of three years, 
and from thence to the end of the session of Congress next thereafter 
and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP, XXXI.-An Act to establisl, the Districts ef Mumphreymagog, ef Oswe
gatchie, and ef the White JWountains. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and a~ter the 
first day of April next, all that part of the state of Vermont, Iyrng east 
of lake Muniphreymagog, and including also all such ~bores a~d ,~aters 
of the said lake as lie within the said state, shall constitute a district, to 
be called the di~trict of Mumphreymagog; of which Derby shall be the 
sole port of entry ; and a collector for the said district shall be appointed 
to reside at the said port of entry. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
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of April next, all the shores and waters of the river St. Lawrence, which 
lie in the state of New York, east of the western boundary of the county 
of St. Lawrence, and west of the western boundary of the collection 
district of Champlain, shall constitute a district to be called the district 
of Oswegatchie, of which Ogdenburgh shall -be the sole port of entry, 
and a collector for the said district shall be appointed to reside at 
Ogdenburgh. And the President of the United States is authorized to 
establish another place in the said district to be a port of delivery only; 
and a surveyor shall be appointed to reside at such port of delivery. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the state of 
New Hampshire which lies adjacent to the northern boundary of the 
United States, and north of forty-four degrees thirty minutes north lati
tude, shall from and after the first day of April next, constitute a district 
to be called the district of "White Mountains;" the President of the 
United States is authorized to establish a place in the said district to be 
the port of entry; and a collector shall be appointed to reside at the said 
place. • 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to alter the place ·which had here
tofore been designated to be the port of entry for the district of Vermont, 
and to establish another place to be such port of entry. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, the collectors of the districts established by this act, and 
the collectors of the districts of Vermont, Champlain and Sackett's Har
bour and Osweoo, shall each receive, in addition to the fees and com
missions allowed by law, an annual salary of five hundred dollars a year; 
and the annual salary heretofore allowed to the collectors of the three 
last mentioned districts shall, from and after the said first day of April, 
be discontinued; ahd the surveyor to be appointed for the district of 
Oswegatchie shall receive, in addition to the fees allowed by law, a 
salary of one hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXII.-.lln .Bet.authorizing a loan ef momy, Joi· a sum N>t exceeding 
five millions ef doll.ars. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby empowered to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding five millions of dollars, at a 
rate of interest, payable quarter yearly, not exceeding six per centum 
per annum, and reimbursable at the pleasure of the United States, or at 
such periods as may be stipulated by contract, not exceeding six years 
from the first day of January next; to be applied in addition to the mo
nies now in the treasury, or which may be received therein from other 
sources during the present year, to defray any of the public expenses 
which are or may be authorized by law. The stock thereby created 
shall be transferable in the same manner as is provided by law for the 
transfer of the funded debt: And it is further hereby declared, that it 
shall be deemed a good execution of the said power to borrow, for the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation of the President of the 
United _States, to cause to be constituted certificates of stock, signed by 
the register of the treasury, or by a commissioner of loans for the sum 
to be borrowed, or for any part thereof, bearing an interest of six per 
cent. per annum, transferable and reimbursable as aforesaid; and to 
cause the said certificates of stock to be sold at auction, after havina
given thirty days'public notice of the time and place of such sale: Pr:.. 
vided, that no such stock be sold under par. 



ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SESs. III. Ca. 33. 1811. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds con
stituting the annual appropriation of eight millions of dollars, for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the public debt of the United 
States, as may be wante,d for t~at purpose, is hereby pledged and appro
priated for the payment of the mterest, and for the reimbursement of the 
principal of the stock, which may be created by virtue of this act. It 
shall accordingly be the duty of the commissioners of the sinking fund 
to cause to be applied and paid out of the said fund yearly, and every 
year, such sum and sums as may be annually wanted to discharge the 
interest accruing on the said stock, and to reimburse the principal as 
the same shall become due, and may be discharged in conformity with 
the terms of the loan; and they are further authorized to apply, "from 
time to time, such sum or sums out of the said fund, as they may think 
proper, towards redeeming by purchase, and at a price not above par, 
the principal of the said stock or any part thereof. And the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged to establish sufficient revenues for 
making up any deficiency that may hereafter take place in the funds 
hereby appropriated for paying the said interest and principal sums, or 
any of them in manner aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-.9n .Oct to an= a part rf tlte state rf New Jersey to the co/lee• 
tion district of New York ; to rem<nJe the office if Collector if Niagara to Lewis
town; to make Cape St. Vincent, in the district if Sacket's Harbor, a port if 
delivery ; and out rf the districts of Miami and Mississippi to make two new 
districts, to be called the Districts if Sandusky and Teche ; and for other pur
poses. 

Be it enacted by tl,e Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that part of the state 
of New Jersey, which lies north and east of Elizabethtown and Staten 
Island, be, and the same is hereby annexed to the district of New York; 
that an assistant collector, to be appointed and commissioned by the 
President of the United States, shall reside at the town of Jersey, who 
shall have power to enter and clear vessels in like manner as the col
lector of New York is authorized by law to do; hut such assistant col
lector shall nevertheless act in conformity to such instructions and 
regulations as he shall from time to time receive from the collector of 
New York ; and that the said assistant collector shall receive for his 
annual salary one thousand dollars, in full for all services to be by him 
performed, and in lieu of commissions and fees. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the Miami 
district, lying east of the western cape of Sandusky bay, shall l;>e a dis
trict, to be called the district of Sandusky ; and the President is hereby 
authorized to designate such place in the district of Sandusky, as he 
shall judge expedient, to be the port of entry ·of the said district; and a 
collector for the said district shall be appointed to reside at the port of 
entry. 

SEc. 3. And be it fi,rther enacted, That Cape Vincent in the district 
of Sacket's Harbor shall, from and after the thirty-first day of May next, 
be a port of delivery only; and a surveyor shall be appointed to reside 
at the said port. 
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SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the collector's office shall, 
after the thirty-first day of May next, be removed from Fort Niagara to 
Lewistown, which last mentioned place shall in future be the residence 
of the collector; and also that the office of the collector of the customs, 
for the district of Buffaloe creek, shall be kept at such place or places in 
the town of Buffaloe as the President of the United States shall 
designate. 
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SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That ships or vessels, arriving 
from and after the first day of May next from the Cape of Good Hope, 
or from any place beyond the same, shall be admitted to make entry at 
Plymouth and Nantucket ports of entry in the state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of May next, Bangor, in the district of Penobscot, in the state of Mas
sachusetts, be, and the same is hereby made a port of delivery, to be 
annexed to the district of Penobscot; and that a surveyor be appointed 
to reside at the said port of delivery. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the collection 
district of Mississippi, which includes the waters of the river Teche, and 
all the shores, bays and rivers, west of the Atchafalaya, be, and the same 
is hereby established as a new district, to be called the district of Teche; 
that Nova Iberia be the port of entry for the same; and that a collector 
be appointed t.o reside at the port of entry. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That a surveyor be appointed to 
reside at or near the mouth of the Rappahannock river, at such place as 
the President of the United States shall designate. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the several collectors and 
surveyors, who may be appointed by virtue of this act, and whose :;;alaries 
are not fixed by a preceding section, shall, in addition to the fees and 
c6mmissions authorized by law, receive respectively the same annual 
salary which by law is allowed to the cqllectors and surveyors of the 
districts bordering on Lake Erie. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-An .llct to extend the time for completing the third cemus, or 
enumeraii= ef the fol,abitants ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the assistants in the 
several states and territories, for which returns have not been completed, 
have, until the first Monday of June next, to make their returns to the 
marshals and secretaries ; and that the marshals and secretaries have, 
until the first Monday_ of July next, to make aod file their returns in the 
office of the Secretary of State, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXVI.-An Act decktring the consent ef Cfongresa to an act of the atatt 
ef Georgia, passed the twelfth ef December, one thousand eight oondred and 

four, " establishing the fees ef the harbor master and health offeer ef the porta 
ef Savannah and St. Mary's." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of Congress 
be, and hereby is granted and declared to the operation of an act of the 
legislature of Georgia, passed the twelfth of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and four, establishing the fees of the harbor master and 
health officer of the ports of Savannah and St. Mary's. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for one year, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 
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CHAP.XXXVII.-.9n .!let to erect a lighthouse on Boon island in the state <f Mas
sachiisetts, to place buoys eff Cape Fear river, and to erect a beacon at New 
Inlet, in tlte state <f North Carolina, and to place buoys rd the en/ranee <f the 
harbor <f Edgartown, and to erect a column <f stone on C'ape Elizabeth, and to 
Cflmplete the beacons and buoys at the entranee rf Beverly harbor, in the state <f 
Massachusetts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembltd, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized, on being satisfied that Boon 
island in the district of Maine, in the state of Massachusetts, is a fit and 
eligible site for a lighthouse, and that one ought to be erected thereon, 
to cause a lighthouse to be built on the said island: Provided, that the 
legislature of Massachusetts shall vest the property of the said island in 
the United States, and cede the jurisdiction of the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby directed to cause buoys to be placed at or near the 
main bar, and New Inlet bar off Cape Fear; and also, to cause to be 
erected a beacon on a point of land, near New Inlet, in the state of 
North Carolina. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby directed to cause such buoys as he shall deem neces
sary, to be placed at the entrance of the harbor of Edgartown, in the 
state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be erected a column of stone, as 
a beacon, on Cape Elizabeth, in the state of Massachusetts, of such 
form and dimensions as he shall deem necessary. 

SEc. 5. And bt it further enacted, That the following sums of money 
be, and the same are hereby appropriated for the purposes herein men
tioned, to wit: For the erection of a lighthouse on Boon island, three 
thousand dollars; for placing buoys on the places mentioned off Cape 
Fear river, two thousand dollars; for placing buoys at the entrance of 
the harbor of Edgartown, two thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon, 
one thousand eight hundred dollars; and for erecting a column on Cape 
Elizabeth, one thousand eight hundred dollars; and for completing the 
beacons and buoys ordered to be placed near the entrance of Beverly 
harbor, in the state of Massachusetts, the further sum of three hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXVIII.-.!ln .!let to extend the right ef suffrage in the Indiana terri
tory, and for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the Unit~d 
States of Arnerica in Congress assembled, That each and every free white 
male person, who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and 
who shall have paid a county or territorial tax, and who shall have 
resided one year in said territory, previous to any general elect10n, and 
be at the time of any such election a resident of said territory, shall be 
entitled to vote for members of the legislative council and house of 
representatives of the territorial legislature, and for a delegate to the 
Congress of the United States for said territory. 

S~c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the citizens of the Indiana 
territory, entitled to vote for representatives to the general ~ssembly 
thereof, may on the third Monday of April next, and on the third Mo:1-
day of April biennially thereafter (unless the general assembly_ of sa1~ 
territory shall appoint a different day) elect one delegate for said tern-
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tory to the Congress of the United States, who shall possess the same 
powers heretofore granted by law to the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enactt:d, That each and every sheriff, that 
now is, or hereafter may be appointed in said territory, who shall either 
neglect or refuse to perform the duties required by an act, entituled 
"An act extending the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory, and for 
other purposes," passed in February, one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand dollars, recoverable by 
action of debt, in any court of record, within the said territory, one half 
for the use of the informer, and the other for the use of the territory. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person holding, or who 
may hereafter hold, any office of profit from the governor of the Indiana 
territory (justices of the peace and militia officers excepted) shall be 
ineligible to, and disqualified to act as a member of the legislative coun
cil or house ~f representatives for said territory. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and every sheriff, in 
each and every county, that now is or hereafter may be established in 
said territory, shall cause to be held the election prescribed by this act, 
according to the time and manner prescribed by the laws of said terri
tory and this act, under the penalty of one thousand dollars, to be reco
vered in the manner and for the use pointed out by the third section of 
this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 18ll. 

CHAP, XL.-.An .B.ct to increase the salaries of the Judges ef the Oircuit lbur( 
for the District if lblumbia. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the com
pensation heretofore allowed by law to the judges of the circuit court 
for the district of Columbia, the sum of two hundred dollars per annum 
be paid to the chief justice of the said court, and the sum of four hun
dred dollars per annum be paid to each of the assistant judges, payable 
quarter yearly; the first quarterly payment ·to be made on the first day 
of April next. 

APPROVED, March 3, ISIJ. 

CHAP. XLI.-An Act making appropriations for carrying into effect a treaty 
between the United States and the Great and Little Osage nations ,f Indians, 
concluded at Fort Clarke, on the tenth day of Novembe'I", one thousand eight 
ltundred and eight, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of 
carrying into effect a treaty between the United States and the Great 
and Little Osage nations of Indians, concluded and signed at Fort 
Clarke on the Missouri, on the tenth day of November, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby appropriated; and the further annual sum of one thousand 
dollars to the Great Osage nation, and of five hundred dollars to the 
Little Osage nation, to be paid annually to the said nations; which 
annuities shall be permanent. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of six hundred and 
eighty dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for paying John 
Eugene Leitensdorfer the sum allowed him by the act passed on the 
thirteenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

SEc. 3. And be it .further enacted, That the several sums appro
priated by this act, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 181 I. 
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STATUTE III. 
CHAP. XLIII.-.Rn .fl.ct making further aJYPropriations to complete the fortiji- March 3, 1811. 

cations commenced for tl,e security ef the ports and harbors ef the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United Appropriation. 
States ef America . in <;Jongress assembled, That for the purpose of 
completrng the fortifications commenced for the security of the ports, [Obsolew,J 
towns and harbors of the United States, and the territories thereof, there 
be, and hereby is appropriated the sum of one hundred and thirty-one 
thousand and forty-six dollars and thirty cents, to be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

CHAP, XLIV.-.On .fl.ct for allowing a reasonable compensation to the persons 
who have taken an account rf the several manufacturing establishments and 
manufactures within the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is authorized to· allow such reasonable com
pensation as he shall deem adequate, for the services of each of those 
persons who took, under his direction, in pursuance of an act, entituled 
"An act further to alter and amend An act providing for the third census 
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States," an account of 
the several manufacturing establishments and manufactures within their 
several districts: Provided ltowcver, that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to expend out of the fund 
already appropriated for taking the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, a sum exceeding thirty thousand dollars. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 

CHAP, XLV.-.On .Oct in addition to the act to regulate tl,e laying out and March 3, 1811. 
making a road from Cumberland, in the state of Maryland, to the state of 
Ohio.( a) [Obsolete.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the unex
pended balance of the sum heretofore appropriated for laying out and 
making a road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, to the state 
of Ohio, the sum of fifty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, and to be expended under the direction of the President 
of the United States, in making said road between Cumberland in the 
state of Maryland, and Brownsville in the state of Pennsylvania, com
mencing at Cumberland; which sum of fifty thousand dollars shall be 
replaced out of the fund reserved for laying out and making roads to the 
state of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of an act passed on the 
thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, entituled 
"An act to enable the people of the eastern division of the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio to form a constitution and state government, 
and for the admission of such state into the Union, on an equal footing 
with the original states, and for other purposes." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to permit such 
deviations from the courses run a,nd established by the commissioners 
under the authority of" An act to regulate the laying out and making a 
road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, to_ the state of Ohio," 

{a) See act of March 29, 1806, chap. 19, and notes, 
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as in his opinion shall be deemed expedient: Provided, that no deviation 
shall be made from the principal points established on said road between 
Cumberland and Brownsville. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

CHA l'. XL VI.-.On Jlct providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, 
and for tlte sale of th~ public lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, 
and to repeal the act passed for the same purpose, and approved February six
teenth, one tlwusand eight l,undred and eleven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following allowances 
and compensations shall be made to the several officers appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the terri
tories of Orle\lns and Louisiana; which allowances and compensations 
shall be in full for all their services, including those rendered since 
their salaries respectively ceased; that is to say: To each of the com
missioners, and to each of the clerks of the boards, fifty cents for each 
claim, duly filed according to law, which remained undecided on the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and nine, and on which a 
decision has been made subsequent to that day, or shall hereafter be 
made, whether such decision be in favour of, or against the claim: which 
allowance of fifty cents shall be paid at the treasury of the United States, 
from time to time, and on receipt of the transcripts of the decisions and 
of the reports of claims not finally confirmed, as the same may be trans
mitted by the boards respectively to the Secretary of the Trearnry 
according to law. To each of the said commissioners and clerks a 
further allowance of five hundred dollars, to be paid after the comple
tion of the business of each of the boards respectively to the officers then 
in office. And to each of the translators, at the rate of six hundred 
dollars a year, and not to. exceed in the whole for each the term of 
eighteen months: Provided always, tlsat the above mentioned allowance 
of fifty cents for each claim decided upon, shall not be made to any of 
the commissioners who may be absent at the time of such decision; the 
attendance of each to be certified by the clerk, or by a majority of the 
board: And provided also, that no allowance shall be made to any agent 
heretofore employed by the Secretary of the Treasury for any period of 
time, subsequent to the time when such agent ceased to act, or when 
the board ceased to receive evidence. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the two principal deputy 
surveyors of the territory of Orleans shall, and they are hereby autho
rized, in surveying and dividing such of the public lands in the said ter
ritory, which are or may be authorized to be surveyed and divided, as 
are adjacent to any river, lake, creek, bayou, or water course, to vary 
the mode heretofore prescribed by law, so far as relates to the contents 
of the tracts, and to the angles and boundary lines, and to lay out the 
same into tracts as far as practicable, of fifty-eight poles in front and 
four hundred and sixty-five poles in depth, of such shape, and bounded 
by such lines as the nature of the country will render practicable, and 
most convenient: Provided however, that such deviations from the ordi
nary mode of surveying shall be made with the approbation of, and in 
conformity with the general instructions which may be given to that 
effect, by the surveyor of the public lands south of the state of Tennes
see. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the eastern land district of the territory of 
Orleans, a land-office shall be established at New Orleans; and that for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying south of Red river, in 
the western land district of the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be 
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established at Opelousas; and that for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, lying north of Red river, in the western land district of 
the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be established, which shall he 
kept at such place as the President of the United States may direct. The 
register of the western land district of the territory of Orleans shall act 
as register of the land-office of Opelousas, and as one of the commission
ers for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in any part of 
the said western land district. And for the land-office north of the Red 
river, a register, and for each of the said three offices a receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed, who shall give security in the same manner, 
in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, duties and 
authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to the lands 
whic~ shall ?e disposed of_at their offices,_as are or may be provided by 
law, m relatwn to the registers and receivers of public monies in the 
several offices established for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States, in the terntory of Mississippi. 

SEc. 4. And be ·it furtlter enacted, That the powers vested in the 
President of the United States by the eleventh section of the act, enti
tuled "An act supplementary to an act, entituled An act for ascertaining 
and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans, 
and the district of Louisiana," passed on the twenty-first day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, in relation to the public lands, 
lying in the western district of the territory of Orleans, and all the other 
provisions made by the same section, for the sale of said lands, and for 
obtaining patents for the same, shall be, and the same are hereby, in 
every respect, extended to the public lands, lying in the eastern district 
of the territory of Orleans. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person who, either by 
virtue of a French or Spanish grant recognized by the laws of the United 
States, or under a claim confirmed by the commissioners appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territory of Orleans, owns a tract of land bordering on any river, creek, 
bayou, or water course, in the said territory, and not exceeding in depth 
forty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a preference in be
coming the purchaser .of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back 
of his own· tract, not exceeding forty arpens, French measure, in depth, 
nor in quantity of land that which is contained in his own tract, at the 
same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as are, or may be, 
provided by law for the other public lands in the said territory. And 
the principal deputy surveyor of each district respectively shall be and 
he is hereby authorized, under the superintendence of the surveyor of 
the pu!Jlic lands south of the state of Tennessee, to cause to be surveyed 
the tracts claimed by virtue of this section; and in all cases where by 
reason of bends in the river, lake, creek, bayou, or water course, border
ing on the tract, and of adjacent claims of a similar nature, each claim
ant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the adjacent tract already 
owned by him, to divide the vacant land applic_ahle to that object betwe~n 
the several claimants, in such manner as to him may appear most eqmt
able: Provided ltowever, that the right of pre-emption granted by this 
section shall not extend so far in depth, as to include lands fit for culti
vation, bordering on another river, creek, bayou ?r water co~rs~- And 
every person entitled to the benefit of this section shall, w1thm three 
years after the date of this act, deliver to the register of the proper land
office, a notice in writing, stating the situation and extent of the tract 
of land he wishes to purchase, and shall also make the payment and 
payments for the same, at the time and times, wh\ch are, ?r may b_e, 
prescribed by law for the disposal of the oth~r public la!1ds 11;1 the sa1~ 
territory; the time of his delivering the notice aforesaid berng c~ns1-
dered as the date of the purchase, And if any such person shall fail to 
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deliver such notice within the said period of three years, or to make 
such payment or payments at the time above mentioned, his right of 
pre-emption shall cease and become void ; and the land may thereafter 
be purchased by any other person in the same manner, and on the same 
terms, as are or may be provided by law for the sale of other public 
lands in the said territory. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the land-offices established 
by virtue of the third section of this act, shall be opened on the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for the sale of all 
the public lands, with the exception of section No. sixteen, of the salt 
springs, and land contiguous thereto, and of the tracts reserved for the 
support of seminaries of learning as herein after provided, which shall 
have been previously surveyed, and the surveys thereof returned ac
cording to law to the registers of the land-offices respectively; and on 
the first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for 
the sale of such of the public lands, which from the nature of the coun
try cannot be surveyed in the ordinary way, and are embraced by the 
provisions of the ~econd section of this act, as shall have, at least six 
weeks previous to the said first day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, been advertised for sale by the surveyor of the 
public lands south of the state of Tennessee, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States. The public sales for the land sub
divided into quarter sections in the ordinary way, shall be held for one 
calendar month, under the superintendence of the register and receiver 
of each land-office respectively, and of either the surveyor of public 
lands south of Tennessee, or of his principal deputy surveyor in the 
district, who shall each receive six dollars for each day's attendance on 
the same; and no tract of land shall be sold at said public sales for a 
less price, than that which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale 
of public lands in the Mississippi territory. And from and after the 
first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, any tract 
which has been thus offered for sale at public sale, and remains unsold, 
as well as any tract of land embraced by the provisions of the second 
section of this act, the sale of which is authorized by this section, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for the 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public 
lands in the Mississippi territory. All the lands sold by virtue of this 
section, shall in every other respect be sold on the same terms of pay
ment, and conditions, in the same manner, and under the same regula
tions as are, or may be, prescribed by law, for the sale of public lands 
in the Mississippi territory: Provided however, than in case of an appli
cation being made at the same time, for the purchase at private sale of 
the same tract of land by two or more persons, one of whom did :i.ctually 
inhabit and cultivate such tract of land at the time of passing this act, 
and still continues to inhabit and cultivate the same at the time of such 
application, the preference shall be given to the person thus inhabiting 
and cultivating such tract of land. And provided also, that till after the 
final decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for 
sale, the claim to which has been in due time, and according to law, 
presented to the register of the land-office, and filed in his office, for the 
purpose of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the terri
tory of Orleans; or which shall have been located by or for Major-general 
La Fayette, according to law. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtltcr enacted, That in addition to the township 
already reserved for that purpose by law in the western district of the 
territory of Orleans, and which shall be located south of Red river, 
another entire township shall be located by the Secretary of the Trea• 
sury north of Red river, for the use of a seminary of learning, and also 
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an entire township in the territory of Louisiana, for the support of a 
seminary of learning within the said territory. 

SEC, 8. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor-general shall 
cause such of the pn blic lands in the territory of Louisiana, as the Presi
dent of the United States shall direct, to he surveyed and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations and limitation as to ex
penses, as is provi~ed by l~w in relation to the lands of the United States, 
northwest of the nver Oh10 and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States lying in the territory of Louisiana a land-office 
shall be established, which shall be kept at ~uch place as' the l>resi<lent 
of the United States may direct; and a register and receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed for said office, who shall give security in the 
same manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their office, as are or may be 
provided for by law in relation to the register and receiver of p1iblic 
monies in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of 
the U nitcd States, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river. 

SEc. I 0. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall thiuk proper, 
to direct so much of the public lands lying in the territory of Louisiana, 
as shall have been surveyed in conformity with the eighth section of this 
act, to be offered for sale. All such lands shall, with the exception of 
the section "number sixteen," which shall be reserved in each township 
for the support of schools within the same, with the exception also of a 
tract reserved for the support of a seminary of learning, as provided for 
by the seventh section of this act, and with the exception also of the salt 
springs and lead mines, and lands contiguous thereto; which, by the 
direction of the President of the United States, may be reserved for the 
future disposal of the said states, shall be offered for sale to the highest 
bidder, under the direction of the register of the land-office and the 
receiver of public monies and of the principal deputy surveyor, and on 
such day or days as shall, by public proclamation of the President of the 
United States, be designated for that purposr. The sales shall remain 
open for three weeks and no longer. The lands shall be sold for a price 
not less than that which has been or may be fixed by law for the public 
lands, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. And shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same 
size, on the same terms and conditions, as have been or may be by law 
provided for the lands sold in the state of Ohio. The superintendents of 
the said public sales shall each receive six dollars for each day's attendance 
on the said sales. All the lands which have been thus offered for sale, 
at public sale, remaining unsold at the closing of the public sales, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for t~e 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law for the sale of public 
lands in the state of Ohio: Provided lwwever, that till after the decision 
of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for sale, the claim 
to which has been in due time and according to law presented to the 
recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana and filed in his .office, 
for the purpose of being investigated by the commis_sioners appointed 
for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands m the ~emtory o_f 
Louisiana. And patents shall be obtained for all lands sold m the t_ern
tory of Louisiana, in the same manner and on the same terms as 1s or 
may be provided by law for land sold in the state o.f Ohio. . 

SEc. 11. And be it further cnactrd, That the cla11n of the corpor~t1~n 
of the city of New Orleans, to the common adjacent thereto, and w1thm 
six hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, as confirmed by 
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the act, entituled "An act respecting claims to lands in the tt>rritories 
of Orleans and Louisiana," shall be deemed valid, although the relin
quishment of the said corporation to any claim beyond the said distance 
of six hundred yards was not made till after the expiration of the period 
of 1:<ix months prescribed by the act last mentioned. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers and 
waters in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana shall be and for ever 
remain public highways. 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlier enacted, That a sum not exceeding forty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose 
of carrying this act into effect, which sum shall be paid out of unappro
priated monies in the treasury. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the act, entituled "An act 
providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, and for the sale of 
the public lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana," approved 
February the sixteenth,(a) eighteen hundred and eleven, be, and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

CHAP. XLVII. -.lln ./let concerning an act to enable the President of the United 
Stutes, ·under certain continuwcies, to t.::,ke possession of the country lyi11g eust of 
the river Perdido, and suuth of the state of Geoi·gia amt the Mississippi territory 1 
andf01· otlter purposes, a11d the declaration accompanying the same. (a} 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That this act, and 
the act passed during the present session of Congress, entitled " Ao act 
to enable the President of the United States, under certain contingen
cies, to takp possession of the country lying east of the river Penlido, 
and south of the state of Georgia and the Missi~sippi terriwry, and for 
other purposes," aud the declaration accompanying the same, be not 
printed or published,. until the eud of the next session of Congress, un
less directed by the President of the United States, any law or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

RESOLUTION relative to the occupation of the Floridas by the United States of 
.llmerica. 

Taking into view the peculiar situation of Spain, and of her Ameri
can provinces; and considering the influence which the destiny of the 
territory adjoining the southern border of the United States may have 
upon their security, tranquillity, and commerce: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the United States, un
der the peculiar circumstances of the existing crisis, cannot, without 
serious inquietude, see any part of the said territory pass into the hands 
of any foreign power; and that a due regard to their own safety com
pels them to provide, under certain contingencies, for the temporary 
occupation of the said territory; they, at the same time, declare that 
t~e _said territory shall, in their hands, remain subject to future nego
tiation. 

APPROVED, January 15, 1811. 

(a) The act here referred to will be found in Vol. III. p. 471. 
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Passed at the first session, wltich was begun and' held at the Oity ef 
Wasliington, in tlie District of Columbia, on Monday, the fourtli day 
ef November, 1811, and ended on tlie sixtlt day of July, 1812. 

JAMES MADISON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President.of the 
U, it2-d States and President of the Senate; WILLIAM II. CRAWFORD, 
President of the Senate pro tempore, from the 26th of March, 1812; 
HENRY CLAY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER I.-.On .1ct to authorize the transportation of certain documents free of 
postage. 

Be it enacted by tlui Senate and House of Representatii,es of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the members of Congress, 
the secretary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representa
tivts be, and they are hereby respectively authorized to transmit, free of 
postage, the several messages of the President of the United States of 
the fifth and seventh days of November, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, and the documents accompanying the same, printed 
by order of the Senate and by order of the House of Representatives, 
to any post-office within the United States and territories thereof, to 
which they may direct, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, November 18, 1811. 

CHAP. II.-.9n .D.ct to alter tl,e time of holding one qf the terms of the District Caurt 
in the district of Maine. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives qf tl1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passing 
of this act, the district court of the United States for the district of 
M aiue, shall be holden at Wiscasset, within said district, on the 
second Tuesday of September, annually, instead of the first Tuesday 
of said month, any thing, in any former act, to the contrary notwith
standing.( a) 

APPROVED, November 28, 1811. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP, Ill.-.On .Oct making a further appropriation for the support of a Library. Dec. 6, 1811. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of RPpresentc:tives of.tlte United [Obsolete.] 
Stcites of America in Congress assembled, That m addition to the 

(a) By the act of March :l, 1813, chap. 60, the time for holding the sessions of the district court at 
Wisc;,soet, was changed from the first Tuesday of March, to t.h~ last Tuesday of February. 

By the act of April 3, 18181 chap. 9, the district court of Mame, before h?lden on the last day ofMa1 
in· each· year, shall be holden at the •ame place on the first Tuesday of .Tune m each Y<lar. 
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balance of the former appropriations made to purchase books for the use 
of Congress, there shall be appropriated the sum of one thousand dol
lars yearly for the term of five ye;irs; to be paid out of any monies in the 
tredsury not otherwise appropriated, and expended under the direction 
of a joi111 committee, to co11sist of three members of the Senate and three 
members of the House of Representatives, to be appointed every session 
of Congress, during the continuance of this appropriation. 

APPROVED, December 6, 1811. 

CHAP. IV.-.&n .!Jct e:,;tending the time for opening the several Land-qfficea estab
lished in the territory of Orleans. 

Be it enacted by tli1! Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That so much of the sixth section 
of an act, entituled "An act providing for the final adjustment of claims to 
lands and for the sale of the public lands in the territories of Orleans and 
Louisiana, and to repeal the act passed for the same purpose and approved 
February sixteenth, one thousarid eight hundred and eleven," as directs 
that the several land-offices established in the territory of Orleans shall be 
opened on the first day of January and on the first day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said land-offices shall, 
respectively, be opened on such d&.y or days as the President of the 
United States shall, by proclamation, designate for that purpose; and 
the public land shall, in every other respect, be offered for sale at the 
said offices in the same manner as is directed by the aforesaid act. 

APPROVED, December 12, 1811. 

CHAP, VI.-.!Jn.!Jct all-0wingfurther time for completing the payments on certain 
land.~ held by right of pre-emption, in tl.e Mississippi territory. 

Be it enacted b.1/ tlie Senate and House of Representatives ef tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the purchasers of 
public lands, by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi territory, who 
have made payment of their first instalment of the purchase money, be 
allowed until the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen, to complete the payments on their lands, respectively, any law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, Decemher 12, 1811. 

CHAP. VIII.-.Rn .!let to authorize the surveyingandmarkingofcertain road.,, in 
t!te state ,f Ohio, as contemplated by the treaty of Brownstown in the territory 
ef Michigan. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives '!f tlie United 
States '!f America in Congress as.~embled, That the President of the 
United States be, and hereby is authorized to appoint three commis
sioners, who shall explore, survey and mark, by the most eligible course, 
a mad from the foot of the rapids of the river Miami of Lake Erie, to 
the western line of the Connecticut reserve, and a road to run sooth
wardly from Lower Sandusky to the boundary line established by the 
treaty of Greenville, which said road shall be sixty feet in width; and 
the said commissioners shall make out accurate plats of such surveys, 
accompanied with field notes, and certify and transmit the same to the 
President of the United States, who, if he approves of said surveys, shall 
cause the plats thereof to be deposited in the office of th.e treasury of 
the U oited States; and the said roads shall be considered as established 
and accepted, pursuant to the treaty held at Brownstown, in the terri-



TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cn. 9, 10. 1811. 

tory of Michigan, on the twenty-fifth day of November, one thousand 
eight hundred an<l eight. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid roads shall be 
opened and made under the direction of the President of the United 
States, in such manner as he shall direct. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
each be entitled to receive three dollars, and their necessary assistants 
one dollar and fifty cents, for each and every day which they shall be 
necessarily employed in the exploring, surveying and marking said roads; 
and for the purpose of compensating the aforesaid commissioners and 
their assistants, and for opening and making said roads, there shall be 
and hereby is appropriated the sum of six thousand dollars, to be paid 
out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, December 12, lSll. 

CHAP. IX.-.Bn .!let for the apportionment of Representatives among the s.,everal 
States, according to the third enumeration.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members elected agreeably to a 
ratio of one representative for every thirty-five thousand persons in each 
state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the constitution of 
the United States, that is to say: Within the state of New Hampshire, 
six; within the state of Massachusetts, twenty; within the state of Ver
mont, six; within the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of 
Connecticut, seven; within the state of New York, twenty-seven; within 
the state of New Jersey, six; within the state of Pennsylvania, twenty
three; within the state of Delaware, two; within the state of Maryland, 
nine; within the state of Virginia; twenty-three; within the state of 
North Carolina, thirteen; within the state of South Carolina, nine; 
within the state of Georgia, six; within the state of Kentucky, ten; 
within the state of Ohio, six; within the state of Tennessee, six. 

APPROVED, December 21, 1811. 

CHAP. X.-.lln .!let f01· completing the existing Military Establishment. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives nf the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the military establish
ment, as now authorized by law, be immediately completed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed and paid to 
each effective, able bodied man, recruited or re-enlisted for that service, 
for the term of five years, unless sooner discharged, the sum of sixteen 
dollars; but the payment of one half of the said bounty shall be defer
red until be shall be mustered and have joined the corps in which he is 
to serve; and whenever any non-commissioned officer or soldier shall 
be discharged from the service, who shall have obtained from the com
rnand111g officer of his company, battalion or regiment a certificate that 
he bad faithfully performed his duty whilst in service, he shall moreover 
be allowed and paid, in addition to the aforesaid bounty, three months· pay, 
and one hundred and sixty acres of land; and the heirs and repr~sent:1-
tives of those non-commissioned officers or soldiers, who may be killed rn 
action, or die in the service of the United States, shall likewise be paid 
and allowed the said additional bounty of three months' pay, and one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, to be designated, surveyed and laid olf 

(a) See ~ct of January 14, 1802, chap. 1, page 128, and note; 
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1812, ch. 77. at the public expense, in such manner and upon such terms and condi
tions, as may be provided by law. 
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STATUTE I. 

AFrRoVED, December 24, 1811. 

CHAP. XI.-An .llct autlun-izing the President tf the United States to raise certain. 
companies tf Rangers for the protection tf the frontier tf the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes oftlte United 
States of America in Congress as,pembled, That the President of the 
United States, whenever he shall have satisfactory evidence of the actual 
or threatened invasion of any state or territory of the United States, by 
any Indian trihe or tribes, be, and he is herehy authorized to raise, either 
by the acceptance of volunteers or enlistment for one year, unless sooner 
discharged, as many companies as he may deem necessary, not exceed
ing six, who shall serve on foot or be mounted, as the service in his 
opinion may require, shall act on the frontier as rangers, be armed, 
equipped and organized in such manner, and be under such regulations 
and restrictions, as the nature of the service, in his opinion, may make 
necessary. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each of the said companies 
of rangers shall consist of one captain, one first, one second lieutenant, 
one ensign, four sergeants, four corporals, and sixty privates. 

SEc. 3. And be it .furflter enacted, That when the said rangers arm 
and equip themselves and provide their own horses, they shall be allowed 
each one dollar per day, and without a horse seventy-five cents per day, 
as full compensation for their services, rations or forage, as the case may 
be. The commissioned officers shall receive the same pay and rations 
as officers of the same grade in the army of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non-commis
sioned officers and privates, raised pursuant to this act, shall be entitled 
to the like compensation in case of disability, by wounds and otherwise, 
incurred i11 the service, as officers, non-commissioned officers and pri
vates in the present military establishment, and with them shall 'be sub
ject to the rules and articles of war, which have been established or may 
hereafter by law be established; and the provisions of the act, entituled 
"An act fixing the military peace establishment of the United States," 
so far as they may be applicable, shall be extended to all persons, mat
ters and things within the intent and meaning of this act, in the same 
manner as if they were. inserted at large in the same. This act sha!J 
take effect and be in force from and after the passage thereof, and con
tinue in force for one year, and from thence to the end of the next ses
sion of Congress. 

SEc. 5, And be it further enacted, That in the recess of the Senate, 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized to appoint all 
the officers proper to be appointed under this act; which appointments 
shall be submitted to the Senate at their next session for their advice 
and consent. 

APPROVED, January 2, 1812. 

Jan. 8, 1812. CHAP. XII.-.1Jn .Ile/ to authorize the laying out and opening a public road from 
tl,e line established by the treaty of Grenville, to the North Bend in the state '!f 

[Obsolete.] Ohio. 

Road to be Be it enacted by the Senate and House, of Representatives o(the United 
opened. Statrs of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 

United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be opened, a 
road from the point where the United States' road from Vincennes, to 
th~ former Indian boundary line, established by the treaty of Grenv.ille, 
strikes the s.aid line, to the North Bend in the state of Ohio. 
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SEc. 2. And be it _farther e":acted, That fo~ the purpose of de_fraJing Appropriation, 
the expenses of opening the said road, there 1s hereby appropriated a 
sum _of !11oney not exceeding eigh_t hundred dollars, payable out of any 
momes in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January s, 1812. 

CHAP, XIV,-An Act to raiae an additional Jlfilitary Force, 

Be it enacted ~y th_e Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States of Amenca in Congress assembled, That there be immediately 
raised, ten regiments of infantry, two regiments of artillery, and one 
regiment of light dragoons, to be enlisted for the term of five years, un
less sooner discharged. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That a regiment of infantry shall 
consist of eighteen captains, eighteen first lieutenants, eighteen second 
lieutenants, eighteen ensigns, seventy-two sergeants, seventy-two cor
porals, thirty-six musicians, and eighteen hundred privates, which shall 
form two battalions, each of nine companies. A regiment of artillery 
shall consist of twenty captains, twenty first lieutenants, twenty second 
lieutenants, forty cadets, eighty sergeants, eighty corporals, one hundred 
and sixty artificers, forty musicians, and fourteen hundred and forty 
privates, which shall form two battalions, each of ten companies. The 
regiment of cavalry shall consist of twelve captains, twelve first lieu
tenants, twelve second lieutenants, twelve cornets, twenty-four cadets, 
forty-eight sergeants, forty-eight corporals, twelve saddlers, twelve farriers, 
twelve trumpeters, and nine hundred and sixty privates, which shall form 
two battalions, each of six companies. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That to each regiment raised 
under this act, whether of infantry, artillery, or light dragoons, there 
shall be appointed one colonel, two lieutenant colonels, two majors, two 
adjutants, one quartermaster, one paymaster, one surgeon, two surgeon's 
mat~s,_ two sergeant majors, two quartermaster sergeants, and two senior 
musicians. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be appointed two 
major generals, each of whom shall be allowed two aids, to be taken 
from the commissioned officers of the line, and five brigadier generals, 
each of whom shall be allowed a brigade major and an aid, to be taken 
from the captains and subalterns of the Jin-e; and there shall al8o be ap
pointed one adjutant general and one inspector general, each with the 
rank, pay and emoluments of a brigadier general; the said adjutant gene
ral shall be allowed one or more assistants not exceeding three, to be 
taken from the line of the army, with the same pay and emoluments as 
by this act are allowed to a lieutenant colonel: the said inspector ge~e
ral shall be allowed two assistant inspectors, to be taken from the lme 
of the army, each of whom shall receive, while acting in said capacity, 
the same pay and emoluments as by this act are allowed to a lieutenant 
colonel ; there shall also be appointed such number of hospital surgeons 
and mates as the service may require, with one steward to each hos-
pital. . 

SEc. 5. Ancl be it further enacted, That when an offic~r JS detached 
to serve as brigade major or aid, or as assistant to the adjutant general 
or inspector general, on the appointment of a general officer, or as ad
jutant or quartermaster on the appointment of a colonel, he shall not 
thereby lose his rank. 

SEc. 6. And be it furllter enacted, That the major genera)s respect
ively shall be entitled to two hundred dollars monthly pay, with twenty 
dollars allowance for forage monthly, and fifteen rations per day. 'fh~ir 
aids de camp shall each be entitled to twenty-four dollars monthly, m 
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addition to their pay in the line, and ten dollars monthly for forage, and 
four rations. The brigadier generals respectively shall be entitled to one 
hundred and four dollars monthly pay, twelve rations per day and sixteen 
dollars per month for forage when not found by the public. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, 'l'hat all other officers, cadets, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, artificers and privates, authorized 
by this act, shall receive the like pay, forage, rations, clothing and other 
emoluments, as the officers of the same grade and corps, cadets, non
commissioned officers, musicians, artificers and privates, of the present 
military establishment. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That each ration shall consist of 
one pound and a quarter of beef, or three quarters of a pound of pork, 
eighteen ounces of bread or flour, one gill of rum, whiskey or brandy, 
and at the rate of two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds 
of soap, and one pound and a half of candles, to every hundred rations. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That every non-commissioned 
officer, musician and private of the artillery and infantry shall receive 
annually the following articles of uniform clothing, to wit: one hat, one 
coat, one vest, two pair of woollen and two pair of linen overalls, one 
coarse linen frock and trowsers for fatigue clothing, four pair of shoes, 
four shirts, two pair of socks, two pair of short stockings, one blanket, 
one stock and clasp, and one pair of half gaiters: And the Secretary of 
War is hereby authorized to cause to be furnished to the paymasters of 
the respective districts such surplus of clothing as he may deem expe
dient, which clothing shall under his direction be furnished to the 
soldiers when necessary at the contract prices, and accounted for by 
them out of their arrears of monthly pay. 

SEc. 10. And be it furth.er enacted, That the officers, non-commis
sioned officers, musicians and privates of the said corps, shall be 
governed by the rules and articles of war, which have been established 
by the United States in Congress assembled, or by such rules and 
articles as may be hereafter, by law,· established. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the commissioned <ffficers 
who shall be employed in the recruiting service, shall be entitled to re
ceive for every effective able bodied man, who shall be duly enlisted by 
him for the term of five years and mustered, ( and between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five years,) the sum of two dollars: Provided, never
theless, that this regulation, so far as respects the age of the recruit, shall 
not extend to musicians or to -those soldiers who may re-enlist into the 
service: And provided also, that no person under the age of twenty-one 
years shall be enlisted by any officer, or held in the service of the United 
States, without the consent in writing of his parent, guardian, or master, 
first had and obtained, if any he have; _and if any officer shall enlist any 
person contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, for every 
such offence he shall forfeit and pay the amount of the bounty and 
clothing which the person so recruited may have received from the public, 
to be deducted out of the pay and emoluments of such officer. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed and 
paid to each effective able bodied man, recruited as aforesaid, to serve 
for the term of five years, a bounty of sixteen dollars; but the payment 
of eight dollars of the said bounty shall be deferred until he shall be 
mustered, and have joined some military corps of the United States for 
service. And whenever any non-commissioned officer, or soldier, shall 
be discharged from the service, who shall have obtained from the com
manding officer of his company, battalion or regiment, a certificate, 
that he had faithfully performed his duty whilst in service, he shall more
over be allowed and paid, in addition to the said bounty, three months' 
pay, a~d one hundred and sixty acres of land, and the heirs and repre
sentatives of those non-commissioned officers or soldiers who may be 
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killed in action, or die in the service of the United States, shall likewille 
be paid and allowed the said additional bounty of three months' pav and 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be designated, surveyed an.d. 
laid off at the public expense, in such I!lanner and upon such terms and. 
conditions as may be provided by law. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the said corps shall be paid 
in such manner, that the arrears shall, at no time, exceed two months, 
unless the circumstances of the case shall render it unavoidable. 

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That if any officer, non-commis
sioned t>fficer, musician or private, shall be disabled by wounds or other
wise, while in the line of his duty in public service, he shall be placed on 
the list of invalids of the United States, at such rate of pension and. 
under such regulations as are or may be directed by law: Provided 
always, that the compensation to be allowed for such wounds or disa
bilities, to a commissioned officer, shall not exceed for the highest rate 
of disability half the monthly pay of such officer, at the time of his being 
disabled or wounded; and that no officer shall receive more than the 
half pay of a lieutenant colonel; and that the rate of compensation to 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, shall not exceed five 
dollars per month: And provided also, that all inferior disabilities shall 
entitle the persons so disabled to receive an allowance proportionate to 
the highest disability. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtkcr enacted, That if any commissioned officer 
in the military establishment of the United States, shall, while in the 
service of the United States, die by reason of any wound received in 
actual service of the United States, and leave a widow, or if no widow, 
a child or children under sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no 
widow, such child or children, shall be entitled to and receive half the 
monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled at the time of his death, 
for and during the term of five years. But in case of the death or inter
marriage of such widow before the expiration of the said term of five 
years, the half pay for the remainder of the time shall go to the child or 
children of such deceased officer: Provided always, that such half pay 
shall cease on the decease of such child or children. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any non-commissioned 
officer, musician or private, shall desert the service of the United States, 
he shall, in addition to the penalties mentioned in the rules and articles 
of war, be liable to serve for and during such a period as shall, with the 
time he may have served previous to his desertion, amount to the full 
term of his enlistment; and such soldier shall and may be tried by a 
court martial, and punished, although the term of his enlistment may 
have elapsed previous to his being apprehended or tried. . 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That every pe_rson not ~ubJ_ect to 
the rules and articles of war, who shall procure or entice a soldier m the 
service of the United States, to desert; or who shall purchase from any 
soldier, his arms, uniform clothing, or any part thereof; and every cap
tain or commanding officer of any ship or vessel, wh_o sha~l enter on 
board such ship or vessel as one of his crew, ~nowmg hun to have 
deserted, or otherwise carry away, any such soldier, or shall refuse to 
deliver him up to the orders of his commanding office_r, shall upon legal 
convict.ion be fined at the discretion of any court havmg cogmzance of 
the same, in any sum not exceeding three hundred dollars, and be im-
prisoned any term not exceeding one year. . 

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That every officer! non-commis
sioned officer, musician and private, shall take and subscnbe the follow
ing oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear, or affirm, 
( as the case may be,) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to _the 
United States of America and that I will serve them honestly and faith
fully against their enemi~s or opposers whomsoever; and that I will 
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obi,erve and obey the orders of the President of the United States, and 
the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to the rules and 
articles of war." 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That there shall he appointed to 
each division a judge advocate who shall be entitled to the same pay and 
emoluments as a major in the infautry, or if taken from the line of the 
army, shall be entitled to thirty dollars per month in a<ld1tio11 to his pay, 
and the same allowance for forage as is allowed by law for a major of 
infantry. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That where any commissioned 
officer shall be obliged to incur any extra expense in travelliug and s1ttmg 
on general courts martial, he shall be allowed a reasonable compeusatwn 
for such extra expense actually incurred, not exceeding one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per day to officers who are not entitled to forage, and 
not exceeding one dollar per day to such as shall be entitled to forage. 

SEc. 21. And be it furt!ter enacted, That no non-commissioned offi
cer, musician or private, during the term of his service, shall be arrested 
on rnesne process, or taken or charged in execution for any debt or debts 
contracted before enlistment, which were severally un<ler twenty dollars 
at the time of contracting the same, nor for any debt whatever co.itracted 
after enlistment. 

SEc. 22. And be it furtlirr enacted, That whenever any officer or 
soldier shall be discharged from the service, except by way of punish
ment for any offence, he shall be allowed his pay and rations, or an 
equivalent in money, f.,r such term of time as shall be sufficient for him 
to travel from the place of discharge to the place of his residence, com
puting at the rate of twenty miles to a day. 

Sr.c. 23. And be it furt!ttr enacted, That the subsistence of tl)e offi
cers of the army, when not received in kind, shall be estimated at twenty 
cents per ration. 

SEc. 24. And be it fui·ther enacted, That there shall be appointed to 
each brigade one chaplain, who shall be entitled to the same pay and 
emoluments as a major in the infantry. 

SEc. 25. And be it furt!trr mactt:d, That no general, field or staff 
officer, who may be appoi11te<l by virtue of this act, shall be eutitle<l to 
receive any pay or emolume11ts uutil he shall be called into actual ser
vice, nor for any longer time than he shall continue ther.ein. 

APPROVED, January l l, 1812. 

CHAP. XV.-.11.n .fl.ct directing the terms on which lands Mid at public sate, and 
tlwt revert for failure in payment, sliall again be sold. 

Be it enacted by t!te Smale and House of Representatives of the llnited 
States of America in Con{{ress assembled, That no trac,t or tracts of the 
reserved sections or other public lands of the United States, that have 
been or may hereafter be sold at public sale, and which may have, or 
shall, on accouut of failure to complete the payment of the purchase 
money, revert to the United States, shall hereafter be sold at private 
sale, at a price less than that for which the same tract was sold at public 
sale. 

APPROVED, January 14, 1812. 

CHAP. XVI.-.11.n .fl.ct authorizing the purchase ef ordnance and ordnance stores, 
camp equipage and other Quartermaster's stores and small arms. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou.<;e ef R,'Presentatives of the llnited 
States of Am1;rica in Congnss assembl1:d, That the sum of one million 
five hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
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fot the purchase, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, of ord11a11ce and ord11ance stores, camp equipage and other 
quartermaster's stores for the use of the army of the V111ted States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further cnacttd, 'I'hat the sum of four hundred 
thousand dollars be, aud the same is ~ereby appropriated for the pur
chase, under the d1rectw11 of the President of the United States, of 
saltpetre aud sulphur, for makmg the same i11to powder, and for ordnance 
and small arms for the use of the navy of the United States. 

APPROVED, January 14, 1812. 

CHAP. XVII.-.R.n Jlcttnalter the time ef holding the District Courts ef the Unite4 
State.s, for the North Carolina district. 

Be it enacted by the Smote and Houseef R,presentatives of the United 
States of Am1,rica in C-0ngress·assanbl1.d, That instead of the time here
tofore estahhshed by law for the sessions of the district courts of the 
United States, in the North Carolma district, the said courts shall here
after commeuce a11d be holden on the followwg days in each year, that 
is to say: At Edeuton, in and for the district of Albermarle, on the tnird 
Monday of A prd, and third Monday of October; at Ne"" bern, in and for 
the distrir,t of Pamptico, 011 the first Monday after the third Monday of 
April, and third Monday of October; at Wilmington, in and for the 
district of Cape Fear, on the second Monday after the third Monday of 
April, and third Monday of October, any thing contained in any former 
act or acts to the contrary nctwithsta11di11g. Aud all actions, suits, pro
ce~s, pleadings, recognizauces, aud all other proceedings of what nature 
or ki,id soever, civil or criminal, commenced or to be commenced, and 
made returnable to any of the said courts, iu the. month of February 
next, shall be continued respectively, and shall be returned to, and have 
day in the term of said courts next to be holden by virtue of this act, 
and the same proceedings shall be had thereon, with the same effect and 
power, they would have had if this alteration had not been made. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the judge of the district 
courts aforesaid should fail to atteud on the first day of the term of any 
of the said courts, respectively, it shall and may be lawful for the marshal 
of the district, and he is hereby authorized to adjourn the said court or 
courts, until the next succeeding day, and if the said judge does not 
attend before the expiration of the second day of the term of the said 
court or courts, respectively, it shall and may be lawful for the marshal 
aforesaid to adjourn the said court or courts to the term next in course, 
any thing in auy former act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, January 23, 1812. 

CHAP, XVIII.-..in .Bet to continue in force for a further time, the first section_ ef 
the act, entituled ".lln act further to protect t!te commerce and seamen ef the United 
States against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by tlte Swate and House of Representatives ef tlie United 
States of Amtrira iu Congre.~s a.ssembled, 1'hat so much of the act passed 
on the· twenty-fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
four, entituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of 
the United States against the Barbary powers," ~s is containe~ in t~e 
first section of the said act, and which was revived and continued m 
force for the time therein mentioned, by an act, entituled "An act to 
revive and continue in force for a further time, the first section of the 
act, entituled An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the 
United States against the Barbary powers," passed on the twelf~h day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and ten, be, and the same 1s hereby 
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continued in force until the fourth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen: Provided lw10eve1·, that the additional duty laid 
by the said section, shall be collected on all such g~ods, wares an~ mer
chandise liable to pay the same as shall have been imported previous to 
that day. 

APPROVED, January 31, 1812. 

CHAP, XX.-An jjct to alter the times ef holding the District Courts, within and 
for the district ef Connecticut. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the district court within 
and for the district of Connecticut, shall hereafter be holden on the 
fourth Tuesdays of February, May, Aug1,1st and November, in each year, 
any law to the contrary notwithstanding. And that all actions, suits, 
writs, process, pleadings or other_ pro_ceeding~, c?mmence~ or !O b~ c~m
menced, or which are now pendmg m the d1stnct court m said district, 
may be returned to, and shall be continued to the district court, to be 
holden on the fourth Tuesday of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, as is herein provided. 

APPROVED, February 6, 1812. 

CHAP, XXI.-.On Act authorizing the President of the United States to accept 
and organize certain Volunteer Military Corps. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives eflhe United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to accept of any company or 
companies of volunteers, either of artillery, caval1;r or infantry, who may 
associate and offer themselves for the service, not exceeding fifty thou
sand men; who shall be clothed, and in case of cavalry, furnished with 
horses at their own expense, and armed and equipped at the expense of 
the United States, after they shall be called into service; and whose 
commissioned officers shall be appointed in the manner prescribed by 
law in the several states and territories to which such companies shall 
respectively belong: Provided, that where any company, battalion, regi
ment, brigade or division of militia, already organized, shall tender their 
voluntary service to the United States, such company, battalion, regi
ment, brigade or division, shall continue to be commanded by the 
officers holding commissions in the same, at the time of such tender; 
and any vacancy thereafter occurring, shall be filled in the mode pointed 
out by law in the state or territory wherein the said company, battalion, 
regiment, brigade or division, shall have been originally raised. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That any company, battalion, 
regiment, brigade or division, thus offering itself for the service, shall be 
liable to be called upon to do military duty at any time the President of 
the United States shall judge proper, within two years after he shall 
have accepted the same; and shall he bound to continue in service for 
the term of twelve months after they shall have arrived at the place of 
rendezvous, unless sooner discharged; and when so called intp service, 
and whilst remaining therein, shall be under the same rules and regula
tions, and be entitled to the same pay, rations, forage, and emoluments 
of every kind, bounty and clothing excepted, with the regular troops of 
the United States: Provided, that in lieu of clothing, every non-commis
sioned officer and private in any company, who may thus offer them
selves, shall be entitled, when called into service, to receive in money a 
su~ equal to the cost of the clothing of a non-commissioned officer or 
private (as the case may be) in the regular troops of the United State&. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States _be, an? he ~ereby is aut~or_ized, to o:ganize the companies so 
tendering their service as aforesaid, rnto battalions, squadrons regiments 
brigades and divisions, as soon as the number of volunteers ;hall rende; 
such organization, in his judgment, expedient; but until called into 
actual service, such c?,:npanies are _not to _be consider;d as exempt from 
the performance of militia duty, as 1s reqmred by law, in like manner as 
before the passage of this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case any volunteer above 
mentioned, while in actual service, shall sustain any damage: by injury 
done to his horse, or such other equipment as shall have been furnished 
at his own expense, or by loss of the same, without any fault or negli
gence on his part, a reasonable sum, to be ascertained in such manner 
as the President of the United States may direct, shall be allowed and 
paid to such volunteer, for each and every such loss or damage. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any officer, non-commis
sioned officer, musician or private, shall be disabled by wounds or other
wise, while in the line of his duty in public service, he shall be placed on 
the list of invalid pensioners of the United States, at such rate of pension, 
and under such regulations as are, or may be directed by law: Provided 
always, that the compensation to be allowed for such wounds or disabi
lities, to a commissioned officer, shall not exceed, for the highest rate 
of disability, half the monthly pay of such officer, at the time of his being 
wounded or disabled, and that no officer shall receive more than the half 
pay of a lieutenant-colonel: and that the rate of pension to non-commis
sioned officers, musicians and privates, shall not exceed five dollars per 
month: And provided also, that all inferior disabilities shall entitle the 
person so disabled to receive an allowance proportionate to the highest 
disability. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the heirs and representatives 
of any non-commissioned officer or soldier, who may be killed in action, 
or die in the actual service of the United States, shall be entitled to 
receive one hundred and sixty acres of land; to be designated, surveyed 
and laid off at the public expense, in such manner, and upon such terms 
and conditions as may be provided by law. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That upon the discharge of any 
non-commissioned officer· or soldier, who shall have been accepted under 
the provisions of this act, and shall have been in actual service for a 
period not less than one month, and shall have obtained from the com
manding officer of his company, battalion or regiment, .a certificate that 
he had faithfully performed his duty while in service, such non-commis
sioned officer or soldier, if attached to the artillery.or infantry, shall be 
presented with a musket, bayonet, and other personal equipments; or, 
if attached to the cavalry, with the sabre and pistols furnished him by t_he 
United States, as a public testimonial of the promptitude and zeal with 
which he shall have volunteered in support of the rights and honour of 
the country. . . 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That the su_m of one m!lhon of 
dollars be appropriated to defray the expenses which may b_e wcurred 
under the provisions of this act, to be paid out of any money m the trea
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 6, 1812. 

CHAP. XXII-.Bn /let for the revision ef former confirmations, <f-nd for con
.firming certain claims to land in the District ef Kaskaskia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives '!f tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the register and re-
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ceiver of public monies of the land-office at Kaskaskia, and such other 
person as the President of the Un_ited States shall appoint for that pur
pose, be, and they are hereby authorized to examine and inquire mto 
the validity of claims to land in the district of Kaskaskia, which are 
derived from confirmations made, or pretended to have been made, by 
the governors of the North West and Indiana, territory, respectively. 
They shall employ a clerk, and shall, in relation to the claims aforesaid, 
have, in every respect, the same powers which had been vested in the 
commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims to land in the said dis
trict. Ar\d they shall report to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be by 
him laid before Congress at their next session, their opinion on each of 
the claims aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners and clerk, 
appointed by this act, and such agent, as may be appointed on behalf of 
the United States by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall each receive 
five hundred dollars in full for the services performed by them under this 
act; which compensation, and also the contingent charges for office 
rent, fuel, stationery and summoning witnesses on the part of the United 
States, shall be paid out of the monies appropriated by law for survey
ing the public lands of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the decisions made by the 
commissioners, heretofore appointed for the purpose of examining the 
claims of persons to lands in the district of Kaskaskia, in favour of such 
claimants to town or village lots, out lots or rights in common, to com
mons and commonfields, as entered in the transcripts of decisions, bear
ing date the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and nine, which have been transmitted by the said commissioners to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, according to law, be confirmed to all such 
rightful claimants according to their respective rights thereto: Provid,d, 
that nothing herein contained, shall be construed to confirm any particu
lar decision, heretofore made in favour of any individual, or to affect the 
right of any other individual claiming the same land ; but such conflict
ing claims shall be decided according to law by the proper tribunal. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1812. 

CH~P. XXIII.-An .8.ct making an appropriation for the expenses incident tn the 
szx companies ,!f Mounted Rangers, during the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one hundred 
and eight thousand seven hundred and seventy-two dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated for the pay, subsistence and forage, during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, of the six companies 
of mounted rangers, to be raised for the service of the United States, 
pursuant to an act, entituled "An act authorizing the Pre~ident of the 
United States to raise certain companies of rangers, for the protection 
of the frontier of the United States," that is to say : 

For the pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the said companies, the sum of one hundred and four thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For the subsistence of the officers, the sum of two thousand six hun
dred anrl twenty-eight dollars. 

For forage, the sum of one thousand three hundred and forty-four dol
lar~. The said sums to b~ paid out of any monies in the treasury of the 
U mted States, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1812. 
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CHAP, XXIV.-.Bn act authorizing the Secretary ef the Treasury to locate the 
La11ds reserved for the use ef J ejferson College, in the Mississippi territory. 

Be it enacted ~y t!~e Senate and House of Representa(ives of t!te United 
States of .4merica in_ Congress asse~1.bltd, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, an1 he _is her~by authonzed and empowered to locate in 
one body, the th1rty-s1x sect10ns of land reserved for the use of Jefferson 
coHege m the Mississippi territory,_ ~y an act, entituled "An act regu
latrng the grants of laud, and providing for the sale of the lands of the 
U!1ited States south of the _state of Tennessee," passed on the 'third day 
of March, o:1e thousand eight hundr~d a~d three, on any lands within 
the ~aid territory not sold, or otherwise disposed of, and to which the 
Indian title has been extinguished. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1812. 

CHAP. XXV.-.Bn .Bet for the more com,enient taliing ,f affidavits and bail in 
civil causes depending in the courts of the United States.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Smale and House <if Representatives of the United 
States if America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for the 

(a) The decisions of the Courts of the United States upon the law of Bail have been: 
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Bail in Criminal Cases.-The circuit court has no authority to issue a habeas corpus for the purpose of 
surrendering a principal in discharge of his bail, when the principal is confined in jail merely under the 
process of a •!ate comt; _nor will the court discharge the bail of such party, who has become bound by 
recognizance m the c1'.cu1t co_urt to answe~, &c., merely on account of such impediment; but, in their 
d1screl10n, the court will respite the recogmzance. U.S. v. Jonathan French, 1 Gailis, C. C.R. I. 

The mere continuance of a cause, on sufficient groun'ds exhibited by the district attorney, constitutes 
no reason why the court should admit a defendant who is in confinement, to bail. But if the court is 
satis_lied that the_ health of the accu~ed is such as that his life _will be endangered by his being kept in 
conhnement until next term, it furmshes a strong ground for bail. The U.S. v. Jones, 3 Wash. C. C.R. 
209. 

Probable cause, on oath, must be stated, to justify the holding a defendant to bail under the 3d sec. 
of the act ol Congress of 26th Feb. 1795, ch. 31. Leonard v. Caskin, Bee's Adm. Decis. 146. 

Aaron Burr, charged with carr_ying on a military expedition against a nation with whom the United 
Rt~tes were at peace, was adn11tted to bail. 1 Burr's Trial, 18. 

The postponement of a criminal case, on the application of the defendant, to allow him an opportunity 
to obtain testimony, is not a cause of bail. The lJ. S. v. Stewart. C. C. lJ. S. of Pennsylvania, 2 Dall. 
345. 

The circumstances must be very strong, which will, at any time, induce the court to admit a person to 
bail who stands charged with high treason. Ibid. . 

The supreme court of the United States has jurisdiction, under the constitution and laws of the United 
States, to bail a person committed for trial on a criminal charge, by a district judge of the United States, 
U.S. v. Hamilton, 3 Dall. 13. 

The marshal of the United States of the Connecticut district, upon a writ of attachment sued out by the 
United States, to recover a penalty, may commit a defendant to prison for want of bail, without a mitti
mus from a state magistrate, as is required by the local Jaws of the state; for such municipal regulation 
does not hind the officers of the United States, Palmer v. Allen, 7 Cranch, 560; 2 Cond. Rep, 607. 

Bail in Civil Cases.-The bail is fixed by the death of the principal, after the return of a capias ad 
satisfaciendum, and before thP. return of the scire facias; and the bail is not entitled to an exoneretur in 
si,ch a case. Davidson v. Taylor, 12 Wheat. 604; 6 Cond. Rep. 660. 

Demanding excessive bail, where the plaintiff has a good cause of action, or holding to bail where 
there is no cause of action, if done vexatiously, entitles the party injured to an action for a malicious 
prosecution. If bail be not demanded, no such action will lie. Ray v. Law, Peters' C. C.R. 207. 

Pennsylvania. The circuit Court will discharge, on common hail, a defendant who has been ~rrested 
for a debt contracted in the state in which he has, subsequent to the commencement of the smt, been 
discharged by the insolvent laws of the state. Read v. Chapman, Peters' C. C. R. 404_. 

Pennsvlvania. Where a capias has been issued against a person who has been discharged from the 
debt for 

0

which it was issued, by the insolvent. laws of the state in ":hich it_ was contracted, the court will 
not quash the writ, hut will discharge the defendant on comm?n hail. Ibtd. . . 

On a rule to show cause why the defendant should not be discharged on common b~il, he havmg been 
discharged under the insolvent Jaws of Pennsylvania; evidence to show that the discharge had been 
fraudulently obtained, cannot be given. Campbell et al. v. Claudius, Peters' C. C.R. 484. . . 

Pennsylvania. Where the deht has been contracted and made payable ont of the state_, the _circmt 
court will not discharge, on common bail, a defendant arrested.for such debt? notwithstandmg his dis-
charge by the insolvent laws of the state in which the action was broug_ht. Ibid. . 

After bail given, and plea pleaded, the defendant cannot arrest the Judgment on the ground of a mrn-
nomer. Scull v. Briddle, 2 ,vash. C. C.R. 200. . . 

The proceedings were amended by the recognizance of bail, and the name of the defendant m the 
recognizance was inserted in the declaration. Ibid. . . 

The court are not precluded from obtaining further satisfaction as to the debt sworn to m an. affidavit to 
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circujt court of the United States, to be holden in any district in which 
t~e present provision, by law, for taking bail and_ a~davi!s !n civil causes, 
(m cases where such affidavits are, by law, adm1ss1ble) 1s madequate, or 
on account of the extent of such district, inconvenient, to appoint such 

hold to bail, because the affidavit is positive;" but the necessity to examine the party who makes the affi• 
davit, must be presented on the face of the same Oliver v. Parish,2Wash.C. C.R. 462. 

New York. Under the act of Congress of 6th.January, 1800, the sheriff of a county is bound to take 
a bond for the limits, as provided by the state Jaws, from a prisoner confined on process from the, c~urts 
of the United States; and false imprisonment would lie on his refusal. United States 11. Noah, Pame•s 
C. C.R. 368. 

New York. Such a bond has, in all respects, the same incidents, and the like legal effects with a bond 
taken under the state laws. Ibid. 

New York. It is assignable: and an assignment discharges the sheriff from a liability for a subsequent 
escape. Ibid. . 

New York. The United States are expressly named in the act, and bound by it; and an assignment of 
a bond to them when they are plaintiffs, is valid. Ibid. 

New York, The Secretary of the Treasury having accepted such an assignment, the court presumed 
that he was authorized, and held the plaintiffs bound by his acceptance. Ibid. . 

New York. The term" process," in the act, includes executions, as well as mesne process •. lbid •. 
New York. After a prisoner has been enlarged upon a limit bond, the sheriff can confine him agam 

only on the bail's becoming insufficient. He cannot accept a surrender of him ; certainly not after an 
assignment of the bond. Ibid. 

Pennsylvania. The bail to the sheriff entered special bail; on being excepted to, he refused to justify, 
whereupon he was sued on the bail bond, and he surrendered the principal before the return of tlie wnt. 
Held, that the surrender was good, and the bail was entitled to relief on the usual terms. Stockton v. 
Throgmorton, 1 Baldwm's C. C. R. 148. 

No.Justification of ba_il is necessary, when special bail is entered for the purpose ~f a surrend<;r, Ibid. 
BaiI may take the prmc1pal on a Sunday, or in another state. Johnson v. Tomkms, 1 Baldwm•s C. C. 

R. 577. 
If the defendant be discharged under an insolvent law of the state where the contract is made, after 

the bail bond has been assigned to the plaintiff, the court will not order an exoneretur to be entered on 
the bail piece. Bosbyshell 7:. Oppenheimer, 4 Wash. C. C.R. 317. _ . . 

Dy the Pennsylvama practice, fihno-the declaration before the return of the writ, 1s not a waiver of the 
bail. The Engli_sh rule is otherwise, "'unless the declaration be filed de bene esse. Ibid. . . 

The undertakmg of the appearance bail can be no otherwise fulfilled, than by the defendant g1vmg 
speci~I bail, if so ruled; and that bail justifying, if excepted to. Ibid. . . . 

If, mstead of ruhng the marshal to bring in the body of the d~fendant, the plamt1ff accep_t a~ ass1g?• 
ment of the bail bond, and bring a suit thereon, still the court will not fix the appearance bail, 1fcertam 
terms are complied with; one of which is the defendant's entering special bail. Ibid. 

On a rule on the plaintiff to show his cause of action, who thereupon filed a positive affidavit of the 
debt, the court will not order the party making the affidavit, to be examined on oath in court; no ground 
appearing to the court to justify a suspicion that the debt was not due. Champion 11. Ross, 4 Wash. C. C. 
R. 325. 

The court will not relieve the appearance bail, upon his delivering the principal in court, unless he put 
in and perfect special bail. Bosbyshell v. Oppenheimer, 4 Wash. C. C. R. 817. 

Although the special bail may deliver up the principal at any time before the second scire facias, it 
does not follow that the appearance bail may do it. Their engagements are of a different nature. Ibid. 

Where the defendant is discharged under the insolvent law of the state where the debt was contracted, 
and has given special bail, the court will order an exoneretur to be entered on the bail piece. Richard. 
son v. M'Intyre, 4 Wash. C. C. R. 412. 

If the •~ecial bail surr_ender the principal, who has been discharg~d under an insolvent Jaw, the 
court will discharge the principal from custody. Ibid. 

Under the act of assembly of Virginia, the defendant may enter special hail, and defend the suit at any 
time before the entering up of judgment, upon a writ of inquiry executed; and the appearance of the 
defendant, or the entry of special bail, before such judgment, discharges the appearance bail. Bartle v. 
Coleman, 6 Wheat. 475; 5 Cond. Rep. 142. 

If the defendant does not appear, or give special bail, the appearance bail may defend the suit, and is 
liable to the same judgment as the defendant would have been liable to; but the defendant cannot appear 
and consent to a reference, the report and judgment on which is to bind the appearance bail as well as 
himself. Such a joint judgment is erroneous, and will be reversed as to both. Ibid. 

District of Columbia. The hail is fixed by the death of the principal after the return of the ca. sa. and 
before the return of the scire facias; and the bail is not entitled to an exoneretur in such a case. Da
vidson 11. Taylor, 12 Wheat. 604; 6 Cond. Rep. 660. 

Ohio._ The recognizance of special bail being a part of the proceedings in a suit, and subject to the 
regulat_10n of the court, the nature, extent, and limitations of the responsibility created thereby, are to 
be decided, not by a mere examination of the terms of the instrument, but by a reference to the known 
rules o_f t~e court, and th? principles of law applicable thereto. Whatever, in the sense of these rules 
and prmc1ples, _will constitute a discharge of the liability of the special bail, must be deemed included 
w1thm the purview of the mstrument, as much as if it were expressly stated. Beers et al. v. Haughton, 
9 Peters, 329. 

Dy the rules of the circ~it court of Ohio, adopted as early as Janmiry, 1808, the liability of special 
bail ~as provided for and limited; and it was declared, that special bail may surrender their principal at 
any time befo_re or after judgment against the principal, provided such surrender shall be before a return 
of a scire facias executed, or a second scire facias returned" nihil" against the bail. And this, in fact, 
constituted a part of the law of Ohio, at the time the present recognizance was given; the same having 
been so enacted by the legislature. This act of the legislature of Ohio, was in force at the time of the 
passage of the act of Congress of the 19th of May, 1828, regulating the process of the courts of the 
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and so many discreet persons, in different parts of the district, as such 
conrt shall deem necessary, to take acknowledgments of bail and affida
vits; which acknowledgments of bail and affidavits shall have the like 
force and effect as if taken before any judge of said court; and any per-
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!-Jniu,d St~tes, in the new states; and must t~erefore be dMmed as a p"-rt of the "modes of proceed· 
mg m sUJts_," an~ to have been adopted by 1t: so that the surrender of the principal within the time 
thus prescnbed, 1s not a mere matter of favour of the court, but is strictly a matter of legal right. 
Ibid. 

It i~ n~t ,strictly tr_u~, ~~at on th~ return of''. non est inventus" to a capias ad satisfaciendum against 
the prmc,pa.l, the bail is fixed," rn courts actmg professedly under the common law and independently 
of statute. So much are the proceedings against bail deemed a mattar subject to 'the regulation and 
practice of the court, tha: the court will _not hesitate to relieve them in a summary manner, and direct an 
e~oneret~r to be entered m cases by the mdulgence of' the court, by giving them time to render the prin
cipal until t_he appe_arance i!ay of the last scirc facias against them, as in cases of strict right. Ilnd. 

When batl 1s entitled to b~ discharged, ex debito justitire, they may not only apply for an exoneretur 
by way of summary _proceedmg, but they may plead the matter as a bar to the suit, in their defence. But 
when the discharge 1s _m3:tter of indulgence only, the application is to the discretion of the court; and an 
exoneretur cannot be insisted on, except hy way of motion. Ibid. 

When !he_ party is, by the practice of the court, entitled to an exoneretur without a positive surrender 
of the pnn.c1pal, accordm~ to the terms of the recognizance; he is, a fortiori, entitled to insist on it l>y 
way of defence, when he ts entitled, ex debito justitire, to surrender the principal. Ibid. 

The doctrine is fully established, that where the principal would be clearly entitled to an immediate 
and unconditional discharge, if he had been surremlered, there the bail are entitled to relief by entering 
an exonerctur without any surrender. And, a fortiori, this doctrine will apply, when the law prohibits 
the party from being imprisoned at all, and where by the positive operation of law the surrender is pre• 
vented. Ibid. 

Where the defendants in a judgment are not liable to be imprisoned, havmg bel)n released under the 
insolvent laws of a state, the special bail is not bound to surrender them in his discharge. Beers et al. v. 
Haughton, 1 M'Lean's C. C.R. 231. 

To an action on the recognizance of hail, he may plead the discharge of his principal. Ibid. 
To hold to bail under the statute of Illinois, the affidavit must state more than the belief of the assent, 

or the legal import of the action on which it is founded. Wright et al. v. Cayswell, 1 M'Lean•s C. C.R. 
471. 

The act of 20th February, 1839, which adopted the state laws, in regard to imprisonment of debtors, 
took immediate effect, as well in suits pending, as in other cases. Gray, Sherwood & Co. v. Monroe et 
al., 1 M'Lean's C. C.R. 528. 

The law relates to the rem1'dy, and under it, when appearance bail has been given, the dPfendantmay, 
on motion, be discharged on common bail. Ibid. 

Bail -in Admiralty. and in Prize Causes.-\\There the court of admiraltv has parted with the possession 
of the property upon bail vr stipulation, and it is necessary for the purposes of justice to retake the pro• 
perty into the custody of the court, the proper process against any person not a party to the stipulation, 
but who is alleged to have the actual or constructive possession, is a monition, and not an execution in 
the first instance. The Gran Para, 10 Wheat. 497; 6 Cond. Rep. 199. 

Wherever a stipulation is taken in an admiralty suit for property subjected to legal process and con
demnation, the stipulation is deemed a mere substitute for the thing itself; and the stipulators are liable 
to the exercise of all those authorities on the part of the court, which it could properly exercise if the 
thing was in custody. The Palmyra, 12 Wheat. 1; 6 Cond. Rer,. 397. 

Regularly there should be no delivery of prize property on bail, until after a hearing of the cause, and 
in most cases a sale is preferahlP. to an appraisement. The George, 2 Gailis. C. C. R. 249. 

Proceedings by libel were instituted upon a seizure of goods, and a bond given for their appraised val_ue 
on the delivery of the goods to the claimant. Afterwards the libel was by amendment. changed to_ an 1~
formation, and the goods were condemned. On an application for an attachment agamst the ob\1gors m 
the bond, it was held that although the case was not regularly within the 89th section of t~e collectio~ law, 
yet a compliance with the stipulations in the bond might be enforced by attachment agamst the obltgors. 
United States v. Four Part Pieces ofWoollenCloth, I Paine, 435. 

And the court held that it made no difference that the obligors were only sureties, and had not themselves 
received the goods. Ibid. . . . 

If the claimant is not a party on the bond, all the obligors are to be deemed pn_n?tpals. Ibi_d • . 
The hond was taken in the district court of New York, and under the statute d1v1dmg the d1str1ct, the 

proceedings were transferred to the district court of the northern district, and by a subsequent statut~ to 
this court, where the condemnation took place. The condition of the bond was to pay the appraised 
value of the goods into the district court, if they should be condemned in that court. Held, that a con
demnation in this court had the same effect to forfeit the bond. Ibid. 

In prize causes before a hearing the property is never delivered on hail, unless by consent. If it is 
perishable, the pr~per remedy is b/ an appraisement and sale; and in like ma~ner the court will decree 
n sale, pending the proceedings, for any other justifiable cause. After a hearmg, the prop_erty may, 1!1 
the discretion of the court be delivered on bail. In cases ordered for further proof, a delivery on bat! 
is sometimes allowed to the claimants· and if thev decline, to the captors. But it is a proceeding adopted 
with extreme caution: as it opens a do~r to many inc-onveniences, and sometimes to frauds. _In no case 
should :t delivery on bail take place, until the court is fully satisfied that the_ appra1sement 1s perfectly 
fair, and the property estimated at its full value. The ship Euphra!ea, 1 Galhs. C. C. R_. 4.'51. .. 

Where, on the hearing, the property is acquitted, and nn appeal ts interposed to a tribunal not s1ttmg 
within the same jurisdiction; or into which the property does not follow thP. cause, (as an appeal to t~e 
supreme court of the United States,) the claimants are gennally allowed a del_1very of the proper~y, orm 
a case of sale of the proceeds on hail. Where there is a decree of condemnat!on, t)ie same rule 1s gene• 
rally adopted, a• to the captors. But it is always an application to the sound d1scret1on of the cou11:; and 
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son swearing falsely in and by any such affidavit, shall be liable to the 
same punishment as if the same affidavit had been made or taken before 
a judge of said court. . 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the hke fees shall be ~Jlowed 
for taking such bail and affidavit as are allowed for the hke services by 
the laws of the state, in which any such affidavit or bail shall be taken. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That in any cause before a court 
of the United States, it shall be lawful for such court, in its discretion, 
to admit in evidence any deposition taken in perpetuam rei memoriam, 
which would be so admissible in a con rt of the state wherein such cause 
is pending according to the Jaws thereof. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1812. 

CHAP, XXVI.-Jln .fl.ct making apprrpriations for the support of the Military 
Establishment of the United States,for the year une tlwusand eight hundred and 
twelve. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expenses 
of the military establishment of the United States for tl;ie year one thou
sand eight hundred and twelve, for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, magazines, arsenals and armories, the following 
sums, including the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars 
already appropriated by the first section of the act, entituled "Au act 
authorizing the purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp equip
age and other quartermaster's stores and small arms," be, and the same 
hereby are respectively appropriated; that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, eight hundred and 
sixty-nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars. 

For forage, one hundred and four thou~and six hundred and twenty 
four dollars. 

For subsistence, six hundred and eighty-five thousand five hundred 
and thirty-two dollars and five cents. 

For clothing, two hundred and ninety-three thousand eight hundred 
and four dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, seventy thousand dollars. 

if there be danger of injustice, the court will withhold it from either party, and content itself with retaining 
the property, or with ordering a sale thereof, and a deposit of the proceeds in the registry. Ibid. 452. 

If a bond, taken on the delivery of property on bail, be void, as not conforming to law, the court will 
enforce a re-delivery of the property by attachment. The Struggle, I Qa llis. C. C. R. 476. 

A bond voluntarily given upon the delivery of property on bail, on application of the claimant, is good; 
altho•Jgh the condition does not exactly conform to the act of Congress, under which it may have been 
intended to take it. Ibid. 

The act of Congress of 2d March, 1799, chap. 22, is not understood as compulsory on the court as to 
the delivery on bail. It still rests in the discretion of the court. lbid. 477. 

The district courts of the United States have no authority, after an appeal, to bail or sell property. 
The Grotius, I Gallis. C, C. R. 503. 

Whether the security for property, delivered on bail, be by bond or stipulation, is immaterial. On such 
security, a summary judgment may be entered for the appraised value, and for the costs. The Alligator, 
1 Gailis. C. C. R. 145. 

The district court, by virtue of its general admiralty jurisdiction, may deliver property on bail; and 
the form in which the security is taken is immaterial: on such security a su_mmary)udgment may beren• 
dered tu the appraised value. The Lively, I Gailis. C. C. R. 315. 

It is the duty of commissioners to whom, it i~ referred to estimate damages, to make their report as 
specific as the nature of the thing will admit; so that not only the result, but the detail of their judgment 
should appear. Ibid. 

In cases of restitution with damages, in prize proceedings, if in order to ascertain the damages, an 
inspection or a sale of the cargo be, in the judgment of the commissioner or the parties, necessary; ap• 
plication should be made to the court for an order of unlivery and appraisement, or for a sale, as the case 
may require. Ibid. 

No delivery of property on bail, in a prize cause, can be made legally, where the United States are 
parties, without due notice to the district attorney. Ex parte Robbins, 2 Gailis. C. C. R. 320. 

If the cargo is liable to deteriorate or perish, or the ship to be injured by the delay incident to the sal
vage proceedings, the proper course is to apply to the court for a sale thereof. It is not a matter of right 
of either party to have a delivery on bail in such cases. The Ship Nathaniel Hooper, 3 Sumner's C. C. 
R, 542. 
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For the medical and hospital department, fifty thousand dollars. Specific ap. 
For ordnance aud ordnance stores, one nullion one huudred and propr1auons, 

thirtv-five thousand dollars. 
F~r fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, including two 

thousand dolla'.s for such a number of_ additi?nal military storekeepers 
as may be reqmred, two hundred and mnety-s1x thousand and forty-nine 
dollars and seventy-five cents. 

For the quartermaster general's department, including camp equipage, 
fuel, tools, barracks, quarters, wagons and transportation, seven hundred 
and thirty-five thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of horses for the dragoons and light artillery, one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For contingencies, fifty thousand dollars. 
For purchasing maps, plans, books and instruments, two thousand 

fire hundred dollars. 
For the salary of the clerks employed in the military agent's offices, 

and in the office of the inspector of the army, three thousand five hun
dred dollars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and sixty-four thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For expenses of calling into actual service, in the years one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, one thousand eight hundred and ten, and one 
thousand eight hundred and eleven, the militia of the Louisiana and 
Indiana territories, and state of Kentucky, thirty-two thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, Februarr 21, 1812. 

CHAP, XXVII.-.Hn .Hct making appropriations for the support ef an additional 
Military Force. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives_ of the United 
Stales ef America in Congre8s assembled, That for defraymg the neces
sary expense, to the first day of January next, of the troops to be raised 
by virtue of an act entituled "An act to raise an additional military 
force," passed on the eleventh day of January, one thousand eight hun
dred and twelve, the following sums be, and the same hereby are re
spectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For pay, one million four hundred and six thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-one dollars an<l ninety-five cents. 

For forage, one hundred and fifty-four thousand four hundred and 
thirty-five dollars and thirty cents. . 

For subsistence, one million seventy-four thousand and nmety-seven 
dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For clothing, eight hundred and sixty-three thousand two hundred 
and forty-four dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, four hundred and forty-two thousand two 
hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the purchase of horses for the dragoons, and fc:r. the purchase of 
horses for the transportation of heavy artillery, ammumtlon and. baggage, 
two hundred and eighty-two thousand dollars. . . 

For the quartermaster general's department, n~dudmg harness and 
other equipage, quarters, fuel. tools and transportation, four hundred and 
eight thousand seven hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the medical and hospital department, one hundred and twenty• 
five thousand dollars. 

STATUTE I. 

Feb. 21, 1812. 

[Obsolete.] 
Appropriation. 
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For contingencies, three hundred and fifty-five thousand nine hundred 
and eleven dollars and seventeen cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this ac.t, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPltOVED, February 21, 1812. 

CHAP. XXIX.-.On Act to establish a land district _in the IlliMis territory, east rf 
the district rf Kaskaskia, and to attacl, certain public lands to the district '!f 
J e.ff crsonville. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the public 
lands of the United States, heretofore included within the land district 
of Kaskaskia, as lies east of the third principal meridian, established by 
the surveyor general, shall, together with the public lands lying between 
the Vincennes and Kaskaskia districts, and not heretofore attached to 
any district, form a new land district. For the disposal of the said lands, 
a land-office shall be established at Shawneetown, under the dtrection of 
the register of the land-office and receiver of public monies, to be ap
pointed for that purpose; who shall reside at the place, give security 
in the same manner, in the same sums, and whose compensation, emolu
ments and duties, and authority, shall, in every respect, be the same in 
relation to the lands which shall be disposed at their office, as are, or 
may be by law provided in relation to the registers and receivers of 
public monies in the several offices, established for the disposal of the 
lands of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said lands shall be dis
posed of in the same manner, and on the same terms and conditions as 
are, or may be provided by law for the sale of public lands in the dis
trict of Kaskaskia: Provided, that no tracts of land, excepted from the 
sales by virtue of any former act, shall be sold by virtue of this act: 
And provided also, that a tract of not less than six mile square shall be 
reserved by the President of the United States for the use and support 
of the public salt works on Saline creek. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That so much of the lands at
tached to the district of Vincennes, by virtue of the first section of an 
act, entituled '' An act providing for the sale of certain lands in the In
diana territory, and for other purposes," passed on the thirtieth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and ten, as lies east of the se.cond 
principal meridian established by the surveyor general, shall be attached 
to, and become a part of the district of Jeffersonville, and shall be offer
ed at public sale at the land-office for the said district, under the super
intendence of the register and receiver of public monies for the said 
land-office, and shall be sold in every other respect in the same manner, 
and on the same terms and conditions, as are, provided by the above 
mentioned act, except that the public sales for the said lands shall re
main open only for six days. 

APPROVED, February 21, 1812. 

CHAP, XXX.-An Act making appropriations for the support of the Na!J!f of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States <?f' America in Conrrress assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the navy, during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve, the foll-owing sums, including therein the sum of fonr hundred 
thousand dollars already appropriated by the act, entituled "An act 
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authorizing the purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp equip
age and other quartermaster's stores and small arms" be and the same 
hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say:' ' 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen 
one million one hundred and twenty-three thousand three hundred and 
forty-one dollars. 

For provisions, five hundred and fifty-nine thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-seven dollars. 

For medicines, instruments, hospital stores, ancl all expenses on ac
count of the sick, forty thousand dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, three hundred and fifteen thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent and all other contingent expenses one hundred 

and fifteen thousand dollars. ' 
For the expenses _of navy yards, comprising docks and other improve

ments, pay of supenntendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers, sixty 
thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and ordnance stores, comprising cannon, carronades 
muskets, pistols and other small arms, cannon ball and shot of every 
description, two hundred and eighty thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of saltpetre and sulphur, and for making the same 
into powder, one hundred and eighty thousand dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions for 
those on shore and forage for the staff, one hundred and fifty-four thou
sand three hundred and forty-six dollars and eighty cents. 

For clothing for the same, forty-nine thousand two hundred and 
eighty-one dollars and sixty cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all other expenses 
on account of the sick, belonging to the marine corps, three thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For quartermasters and barrack-masters' stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, fuel, premiums for enlisting 
men, musical instruments, bounty to music and other contingent ex
penses of the marine corps, twenty thousand dollars. 

For the·relief of the legal representatives of David Valenzin, deceased, 
being the amount of a former appropriation for that object, carried to 
the surplus fund, two thousand six hundred and sixty-five dollars and 
seventy cents. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums, specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
nut otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1812. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.On .Bet supplementary to ".lln act to raise, for _a limited time, 
an additional military force," passed on the twelfth day of ..ipril, one tlwusand 
eight hundred and eight. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representative~ of the UnJ~ed 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That whenever, m the op1~1on 
of the President of the United States, it is expedient to mount the I_1ght 
artillery, or any part thereof, horses and accoutrements shall be provided 
to equip the whole or such part as he may direct; and when th~ non
commissioned officers, musicians, artificers and privates are so equipped, 
the officers shall be entitled to the same forage, as is now provided for 
the officers of the same grade in the regiment of light dragoons: Pro
vided the officers furnish their own horses and accoutrements, and 
actu;lly keep in service the same number of horses to entitle them to 
the aforesaid allowance for forage or its equivalent in money. 

3M 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever the said light artil
lery are ordered to be mounted, there shall be provided one saddler and 
one farrier to each company, who shall be entitled to the same pay and 
emoluments as are now provided for saddlers and farriers in the regi
ment of light dragoons. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1812. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-.fln .11.ct making apprvpriations for the support ef Government 
for the year one t!wusand eight hundred and twelve. 

Be it enacted by tl,e Senate and 1-Eouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expense of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers; for defray
ing the expenses of surveying the public lands; and for satisfying cer
tain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the same are 
hereby respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing and all other contin
gent expenses of the two houses of Congress, fifty thousand dollars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress, and for the 
librarian's allowance for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, incl,uding the sum of one thousand four hun
dred and seventy-eight dollars, in addition to the sum allowed for the 
compensation of his clerks by the act of the twenty-first of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and six, twelve thousand nine hundred and thir
teen dollars. 

For compensation to a clerk on old records in the said department, 
for the year eighteen hundred and eleven, and the year eighteen hun
dred and twelve, fifteen hundred and seventy-four dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the said department, not 
exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum allowed by the act, 
entituled "An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to 
authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," 
one thousand seventy-two dollars and fifty cents. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For printing and distributing the Jaws of the first session of the 
twelfth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, five thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For printing and binding five hundred copies of the census of 
one thousand eight hundred and ten, four thousand six hundred dol
lars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty dollars for clerk hire, in addition to the snm allowed 
by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eiiht hundred and 
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six, ~n? the ~urther sum of_ se_ven hundred and fifty dollars to make good specific ap-
a deficiency m the appropriation of the year .one thousand eight hundred propriation,. 
and eleven, seventeen thousand and seventy-four dollars and eighty-one 
cents. 

For expense of tra_ns:ating foreign languages, allowance to the person 
employed m transm1ttrng passports and sea letters, and for stationery 
and printing in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one thousand 
dollars. 

For compens_atio~ to the ~omptr_oller of the treasury, clerks and per- 1806, ch. 41. 
sons employed m his office, mcludrng the sum of one thousand six hun-
dred and thirty-nine dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, thirteen thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight 
dollars and fifty cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, eleven thousand seven hundred and seventy-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the auditor's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, five thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven dollars and 
forty-five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, fifteen thousand seven hundred and fifty-two dol
lars and two cents. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the treasury department, 1806, ch. 41. 
not exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act, entituled " An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, 
and to authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other pur-
poses," six thousand six hundred and thirty-four dollars and seven cents. 

For compensation to the messenger of the register's office, for stamp
ing and arranging ship's registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense 'of stationery, printing and all other incidental and con
tingent expenses in t·he register's office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine records, two thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental expenses of the treasury 
department, four thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps and charts for the use of the trea
sury department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent, employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury department, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and twelve, including the expense of two watchmen, 
the repairs of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns and other incidental 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of stating and printing the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, twelve hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em- 1806, ch. 41. 
ployed in his office, including the sum of one thousand two hundred 
dollars for: clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of April 
twenty-first, one thousand eight hundred and six, eleven thousand three 
hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
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For expense of fuel, stationery, printing and other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, including the sum of two thousand 
dollars for clerk hire in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, twelve thou
sand six hundred and ten dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the war department, not 
exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum allowed by the act, 
entituled "An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to 
authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," 
two thousand two hundred and twenty-six dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the paymaster's office, 
including the sum of three hundred and twelve dollars for deficiency in 
the appropriation of the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
and a further sum of one thousand two hundred dollars in addition to 
the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, four thousand nine hun
dred and twelve dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office, two hundred dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent and 
fuel for said office, including the sum of five hundred dollars for com
pensation to clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, five thousand 
one hundred dollars. • 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, eight thousand six hundred and eighty-five dol
lars. 

For expenses of stationery, fuel, printing and other contingent ex
penses in the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, ten thousand one hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
one thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the navy department, 
not exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act, entituled "An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, 
and to authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other 
purposes," one thousand nine hundred and thirty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
including the sum of two thousand seven hundred and forty-five dollars 
for compensation to clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, seventeen 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For the expense of fuel, house rent for the messenger, candles, sta
tionery, chests, &c. incident to the Postmaster-General's office, two 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks employed in the Postmaster
General's office, not exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act, entituled "An act to regulate and fix the compen
sation of clerks,_ and to authorize the laying out certain public roads, 
and for other purposes," one thousand four hundred and one dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and for 
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allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray Speeific ap-
the authorized expense of the several loan offices, fifteen thousand dol- propriations. 
lars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general and his clerks, three thou
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee 
~lerks _employed in his office, and for stationery and other contingencies: 
rncludmg the sum of fifteen hundred dollars for clerk hire in addition 
to the sums heretofore appropriated for that object, four thousand seven 
hundred dt>llars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint, viz: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars; and one clerk at five hundred 

dollars. 
For wages to the persons employed in melting, coining, carpen

ters, millwrights, and smiths' work, including the sum of one thousand 
dollars allowed to an assistant coiner and die forger, who also oversees 
the execution of the iron work, and of six hundred dollars allowed to an 
assistant engraver, eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar iron, 
lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, three thou
sand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For an allowance for wastage in the gold and silver coinage, three 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the terri
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. 

For clerk hire, expense of stationery, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, one thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, including the sum of six hundred dollars for clerk hire 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, nine thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the 
Michigan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Louisi
ana territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Illinois 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty d_ollars. . 

For the discharge of such demands agamst the Umted States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in due course of settlement at the treasury, two thousand 
dollars. 
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For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, the associate 
judges and district judges of the United States, including the chief jus
tice and two associate judges for the district of Columbia; to the attor
ney-general, and lo the district judge of the territory of Orleans, including 
the sum of one thousand dollars for the payment of the additional sala
ries for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, allowed to the 
judges of the district of Columbia, by the act of the third of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and eleven, sixty thousand nine hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation granted to the several marshals for the districts of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ken
tucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee and Orleans, two thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arisincr from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties, and for defraying the expenses

0

of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of a balance due for the salary of Robert H. Har
rison, deceased, formerly a judge of the supreme court of the United 
States, the Bame having heretofore been carried to the surplus fund, five 
hundred and fifty-six dollarn and sixteen cents. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late and present 
government, nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the paymen.t of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners 
of the United States, from the fifth of March one thousand eight hun
dred and twelve, to the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, stakeages of channels, bars and shoals, and certain contin
gent expenses, ninety-three thousand one hundred dollars and sixty-seven 
cents. 

For defraying the expense of surveying the public land within the 
several. territories of the United States, forty-eight thousand six hundred 
and twenty dollars. 

For surveying the coast of the United States, being the balance of a 
former appropriation carried to the credit of the surplus fund, forty-nine 
thousand two hundred and eighty-four dollars and twenty-five cents. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, seventy-three thou
sand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barl;iary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of regulating, laying out, and making a 
road from Cumberland .in the state of Maryland to Ohio, agreeably to 
an act of Congress, passed the twenty-ninth day of March, oue thousand 
eight hundred and six, being so much of a former appropriation carried 
to the surplus fund, at the close of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, three thousand seven hundred and eighty-six dollars and 
sixty cents. 

For expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of 
Great Britain, in relation to captures of American vessels, and defending 
causes elsewhere, four thousand dollars. 
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For the dischai:ge of s~ch miscellaneous claims against the United Specific ap-
States, not otherwise prov1ped for, as shall have been admitted in due propriations, 
course of settlement at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses authorized by the eleventh section of the 
act of March the second, eighteen hundred and eleven, entituled "An 1811, ,;h. 80. 
act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," to be drawn 
annually by the President of the United States, for the payment of 
agents, assistant agents and clerks, including the sum of eleven thousand 
sixty-two dollars and fifty cents, which had accrued by said act, for the 
year eighteen hundred and eleven, twenty-five thousand eight hundred 
and twelve dollars and seventy-six cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1812. 

CHA.I'. XXXIV.-An .IJ.ct to authorize the Secretary <f the Treasury, ttnder the 
direction ,f tlte President <f the United States, to purchase <f Winslow Lewis, 
his patent right to the new and improved method <f lighting Lighthouses, and 
for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered, under the 
directions of the President of the United States, to purchase of Winslow 
Lewis, his patent right to the plan of lighting lighthouses, by reflecting 
and magnifying lanterns, if the same shall be proved to be a discovery 
made by him; and to contract with the said Winslow Lewis, for fitting 
up and keeping in repair, any or all the lighthouses in the United States 
or the territories thereof, upon the new and improved plan of the reflect
ing and magnifying lanterns; or to contract with the said Winslow 
Lewis, for such sum as he may think for the interest of the United 
States: Provided, the sum so to be allowed, shall not in any case annu
ally exceed the appropriation made for supplying the lighthouse estab
lishment with oil in any given year, which has passed for a term not 
exceeding seven years, the said Lewis covenanting, with sufficient 
sureties, to fit up and keep in repair all the lighthouses in the United 
States or territories thereof, on the new and improved plan of lighting 
lighthouses by re.fleeting and magnifying lanterns; and the same to 
furnish and keep in repair for a term of years not less than seven, at the 
sole expense of the said Winslow Lewis, and to deliver over at the expi
ration of the term aforesaid, all the lighthouses fitted up according to the 
new and improved plan, to the United States in good repair, he, the said 
Winslow Lewis, warranting the same to remain in good repair for seven 
years more, from and after the expiration of the said contract. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That a sum not exceeding sixty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry this law into 
effect. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1812. 

CHAP.XXXV.-An Act supplementary to "An act providing for the accommoda
tion rf the General Post-Office and Patent Office, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House l!f Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster-Gen~ral, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, be authorized 
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STATUTE I. 
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to repair and finish, in a suitable manner for the accommodation of the 
post-office department and the patent office, the two stories of the build
ing purchased for the government, by authority of the aforesaid act, 
being the first and second stories, including also sundry repairs on the 
outside and in the garret of said building, upon the principles stated in 
the report of the Postmaster-General, dated January fifteenth, one thou
sand eight hundred and twelve. 

SEc. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That as soon as the repairs can be 
properly made, and before the commencement of the next annual ses
sion of Congress, the general post-office and the city post-office shall be 
removed to said public building. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of completing 
the aforesaid work, there be appropriated, from any monies in the trea
sury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of thirteen thousand two hun
dred and forcy-seven dollars and sixty-one cents, including the sum of 
two thousand three hundred dollars, now in the treasury, and also the 
sum of one thousand three hundred and ninety-three dollars and seventy 
cents, now in the hands of Thomas Munroe, superintendent of the city 
of Washington, being unexpended balances of the sum of twenty thou
sand dollars, authorized by the act of April twenty-eighth, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten, to which this act is a supplement. 

APPROVED, March 7, 1812. 

March 10, 1812. CHAP. XXXVI.-An Act for the relief rf the Board rf Commissioners west rf 
Pearl river. [Obsolete.] 

Board of com. 
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west of Pearl 
river, accounts 
to be settled and 
paid. 

STATUTE J. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the proper accounting 
officers at the treasury be, and they are hereby directed to audit and 
settle the accounts of the board of commissioners west of Pearl river, in 
the Mississippi territory, and to allow each of them the sum of six dol
lars per day for every day's actual attendance on the board, subsequent 
to the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, except 
for the eighty-four days, already provided for. 

APPROVED, March 10, 1812. 

March 10, 1812. CHAP. XXXVJI.-An ./l.ct making a further appropriation for the defence rf QUr 
[Obsolete,] Maritime Frontier. 
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STATUTE I. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, in addition to 
the sums already appropriated, for the purposes of fortifying and defend
ing the maritime frontier of the United States; and that the same be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 10, 1812. 

CHAP. XXXVJII.-An Act gi,ving further time for registering claima to land in. 
the western district rf the territory of Orleam. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person or persons 
claiming lands in the western district of the territory of Orleans, who 
are actual settlers on the land which they claim, and whose claims have 
not been heretofore filed with the register of the land-office, for the said 
district, shall be allowed until the first day of November next, to deliver 
notices in writing, and the written evidences of their claims to the regis
ter of the land-office at Opelousas; and the notices and evidences so 
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delivered within the time limited by this act, shall be recorded in the 
same manner, and on payment of the same fees, as if the same had been 
d_elivered before_ the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
e1gh~; bu\ th_e nghts o_f such persons as shall neglect so doing within 
the time hm1ted by this act, shall, so far as they are derived from, or 
founded on any act of Congress, ever after be barred and become void 
and the evidences of their claims never after admitted as evidence i~ 
any court of the United States against any grant derived from the United 
States. 

SEC. 2. ,And be it furtlter enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public monies of the said land-office at Opelousas, shall have the same 
powers and perform the same duties in relation to the claims thus filed 
before the first day of November next, as if notice of the same had been 
given before the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, except that their decisions shall be subject to the revision of Con
gress. And it shall be the duty of the said register and receiver to 
make to the Secretary of the Treasury, a report of all the claims thus 
filed with the register of the land-office, together with the substance of 
the evidence in support thereof, with their opinion, and such remarks 
thereon as they may think proper; which report, together with a list of 
the claims, which, in the opinion of the register and receiver, ought to 
be confirmed, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before Con
gress at their next session, for their determination thereon. The said 
register and receiver shall have power to appoint a clerk, whose duty 
shall be the same, in relation to the claims filed as aforesaid, as was 
required of the clerk to the board of commissioners for adjusting claims 
to land in the said district; and the said register, receiver and clerk, 
shall each be allowed fifty cents for each claim filed according to this 
act, and on which a decision shall be made, whether such decision be 
in favour of, or against the claim ; which allowance, of fifty cents, shall 
be in full compensation for their services under this act. 

APPROVED, March 10, 1812. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XXXIX.-.an .fl.ct to alter the time if holding the Ofrcuit Courts if the March 10, 1812. 
United States at Knoxville, in the District if East Tennessee, in the state if 
Tennessee. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the first sec
tion of an act, entituled "An act to amend an act entituled An act 
establishing circuit courts, and abridging the jurisdiction of the district 
courts of the districts of Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio," passed on the 
twenty-second day of March, eighteen hundred and eight, as provides 
that the sessions of the said circuit courts shall be held at Knoxville, in 
East Tennessee, on the third Monday of October annually, shall be and 
is hereby repealed ; and from and after the passing of this act, the said 
circuit courts shall be held at Knoxville, in the district of East Tennes
see, on the second Monday in October, annually, and continue until all 
the business therein depending be disposed of; and that all actions, 
causes, pleas, processes and other proceedings relative to any cause, 
civil or criminal, which shall be returnable to, or depending in the said 
circuit court of the United States, to be held at Knoxville, on the third 
Monday of October next, shall be returned, and held, continued to, and 
be proceeded upon on the second Monday in October next, in the same 
manner they would have been if this change had not been made. 

APPROVED, March 10, 1812. 

Act of March 
22,1808,ch.38. 

Sessions of the 
circuit court 
changed to the 
second Monday 
in October, at 
Knoxville, in 
East Tennes. 
see. 

1807, ch. 16. 
1831, ch. 1. 

Process, &c. 
&c. returnable, 
&c. &c. accord
ingly. 



694 

STATUTE I. 

March 12, 1812. 

Steamboats 
belonging to 
aliens, to be 
enrolled and 
licensed. 

Act of Feb. 18, 
1793, ch. 8. 

Owners of such 
boats to give 
bonds, &c. 
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CHAP. XL.-.f.ln .!let respecting the enrolling and licensing '!f Steamboats. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pass
ing of this act, a steamboat employed, or intended to be employed only 
in a river or bay of the United States, owned wholly or in part by an 
alien, resident within the United States, may, and shall be enrolled and 
licensed, as if the same belonged to a citizen of the United States, 
according to, and subject to all the conditions, limitations and provisions 
contained in the act, entituled "An act for enrolling and licensing ships 
or vessels to be employed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same," except that, in such case, no oath or affirmation 
shall be required that the said boat belongs to a citizen or citizens of 
the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the owner or owners of such 
steamboat, upon application for enrolment or license, shall give bond to 
the collector of the district, to and for the use of the United States, in 
the penalty of one thousand dollars, with sufficient surety, conditioned, 
that the said boat shall not be employed in other waters than the rivers 
and bays of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 12, 1812. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re'presentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to borrow on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars, at 
an interest not exceeding six per centum per annum, payable quarter 
yearly, to be applied, in addition to the monies now in the treasury, or 
which may be received from other sources, to defray any of the expenses 
which have been, or may, during the present session of Congress, be 
authorized by law, and for which appropriations have been, or may, 
during the present session of Congress, be matle by law: Provided, that 
no engagement nor contract shall be entered into, which shall preclude 
the United States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed, at 
any time after the expiration of twelve years, from the first day of Janu
ary next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is liereby authorized, to cause to be constituted certi
ficates of stock signed by the register of the treasury, or by a commis
sioner of loans, for the sum to be borrowed by virtue of this act, or for 
any part thereof, bearing an interest of six per centum, and reimbursable 
as aforesaid; which stock, thus created, shall be transferable in the 
same manner as is provided by law for the transfer of the existing public 
debt of the United States: and it is hereby further declared, that it shall 
be deemed a good execution of the said power to borrow, for the Presi
dent of the United States to cause the said certificates of stock, or any 
part thereof, to be sold : Provided, that no such stock shall be sold 
under par. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds con
stituting the annual appropriation of eight millions of dollars, for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the public debt of the United 
States, as may be wanted for that purpose, after satisfying the sums 
necessary for the payment of the interest and such part of the principal 
of the said debt as the United States are now pledged annually to pay 
or reimburse, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment of the 
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interest, and for the reimbursement of the principal of the stock which 
may be cr~a~ed by virtue o~ this act; it shall accordingly be the duty of 
the comm1ss10_uers of the smkmg fund, to cause to be applied and paid 
out of the _satd fund y~arly, such s~m and sums as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the interest accrurng on the said stock and to reim
burse the principal as the same shall become due, and may be discharged 
in conformity with the terms of the loan; and they are further autho
rized to apply, from time to time, such sum or sums out of the said fund 
as they may think proper, towards redeeming by purchase, and at a price 
not above par, the principal of the said stock, or any part thereof. And 
the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to establisli sufficient 
revenues for making up ~ny deficiency that may hereafter take place in 
the funds hereby appropriated for paying the said interest and principal 
sums, or any of them, in manner aforesaid. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
of the banks in· the district of Columbia to lend any part of the sum 
authorized to be borrowed by virtue of this act, any thing in any of their 
charters of incorporation to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 14, 1812. 
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STATUTE!. 

CnAP, XLII.-An Act supplementar.1/ to "..in act to raise an additional Military March 17, 1812. 
Force." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates of the light dragoons shall receive the 
same uniform clothing as is now provided by law for the artillery and 
infantry, excepting one pair of gaiters and four pairs of shoes, in lieu of 
which, each person shall be annually entitled to receive one pair of boots, 
and two pair of shoes. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates of the regiment of light artillery, shall 
receive the same clothing as the light dragoons, when ordered to be 
mounted. 

SEc. 3. -And be it furtlier enacted, That all the officers, excepting 
general officers, who may be appointed during the present session of 
Congress, under the "Act to raise an additional military force," shall 
take rank in such manner as the President of the United States shall 
direct, without regard to priority of appointment. 

APPROVED, March 17, 1812. 

CHAP, XLHI.-An Act repealing lite tent!; section ef the act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank ef the United States.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That _the tenth section of the 
act, entituled "An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States," shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1812. 
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(a) The 10th section of the act incorporating the Bank of the United States, February 25, 1791, chap, 
10, repealed by this law, was as follows:- . . . 

Section 10 of the act of February 25 1791 chap. 10: "And be 1t further enacted, That the bills or 
notes of the ;aid corporation, originally' made 'payable, or which shall have become payable on demand, 
in gold anci silver coin, shall be received in all payments to the Umted States. 
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TWELFTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 45, 46. 1812. 

CHAP, XL V,-.On .Bet to alter tke times of holding tke Circuit Courts of the first 
district. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in lieu of the terms now 
established by law, the circuit court of the first circuit shall annually be 
holden as follows: at Portsmouth, on the first day of May, and at Exe
ter, on the first day of October, within and for the district of New Hamp
shire; at Newport, on the fifteenth day of June, and at Providence, on 
the fifteenth day of November, within and for the district of Rhode 
Island; and at Boston, on the fifteenth day of May, and the fifteenth 
day of October, within and for the district of Massachusetts. And 
whenever any of the said days shall happen on a Sunday, then the said 
court, hereby directed to be holden on said day, shall be holden on the 
next day thereafter. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, writs, 
processes and other proceedings which now are pending, in said court, 
or which now are or may hereafter be commenced for, or be returnable 
to the said court at the proper term thereof, now established by law, 
within and for the respective districts aforesaid, shall depend, have day, 
be returnable to, heard, tried and determined in the said court at the 
first term thereof, which shall hereafter be holden within and for the 
respective districts aforesaid, according to the provisions of this act, any 
thing in any former act or acts to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1812. 

CHAP, XL VI.-.Bn .9.ct to estahlish a Quartermaster's Department, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be and hereby 
is established a quartermaster's department for the army of the United 
States, to consist of a quartermaster general, four deputy quarter
masters, and as many assistant deputy quartermasters, as, in the opinion 
of the President of the United States, the public service may require; 
the quartermaster general and deputy quartermasters to be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; and 
the assistant deputy quartermasters by the President alone. And he 
hereby is authorized moreover to appoint such additional number of 
deputy quartermasters, not exceeding four, to be taken from the line or 
not, at his discretion, as in his judgment the public service may require. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the quartermaster general 
shall be entitled to the rank, pay and emoluments of a brigadier general, 
(under the act of the twelfth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight,) with forage for two additional horses; the deputy quartermasters, 
when not taken from the line, shall be entitled to receive sixty dollars 
per month, five rations per day and forage for two horses, but if taken 
from the line, then such additional pay and emoluments as shall be equal 
to the foregoing provision; the assistant deputy quartermasters, when 
not taken from the line, shall be entitled to and receive forty dollars per 
month, three rations per day, and forage for one horse, but if taken from 
the line, then such additional pay and emoluments as shall be equal to 
the foregoing provision. 

SEc. 3. And be it farther enacted, That in addition to their duties 
in the field, it shall be the duty of the quartermaster general, his deputies, 
and assistant deputies, when thereto directed by the Secretary of War, 
to purchase military stores, camp equipage and other articles requisite 
for the troops, and generally to procure and provide means of transport 

(a) See notes to act of April 29, 1802, chap. 23. 
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for the army, its stores, artillery and camp equipage. That the quarter
maste_r general shall acc_ount as often as may be required, and at least 
once m three months, with the department of war, in such manner as 
shall be prescribed, for all property which may pass through his hands 
or ~he ]!ands of_ the subordinate _officers in his department, or that may 
be m his or their <?are or _possess!on, and for all monies which he or they 
may expend JU d1schargmg their respective duties; that he shall be 
responsible for the regularity and correctness of all returns in his depart
ment, and that he, his deputies and assistant deputies, before they enter 
on the execution of their respective offices, shall severally take an oath 
faithfully to perform the duties thereof. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a commis
sary general of purchases, and as many deputy commissaries, as, in the 
opinion of the President of the United States, the public service may 
require, to be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
commissary general of purchases, under the direction and supervision 
of the Secretary of War, to conduct the procuring and providing of all 
arms, military stores, clothing, and generally all articles of supply requi
site for the military service of the United States; and it shall be the 
duty of the deputy commissaries, when directed thereto, either by the 
Secretary of War, the commissary general of purchases, or, in cases of 
necessity, by the commanding general, quartermaster general, or deputy 
quartermasters, to purchase all such of the aforesaid articles as may be 
requisite for the military service of the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That neither the quartermaster 
general nor the commissary general shall, directly or indirectly, be con
cerned or interested, in carrying on the business of trade or commerce, 
or be owner in whole or in part, of any sea vessel ; nor shall either of 
them purchase by himself or another, in trust for him, public lands or 
any other public property, or be concerned in the purchase or disposal 
of any public securities of any state, or of the United States, or take, or 
apply to his own use, any emolument or gain, for negotiating or trans
acting any business in the said department, other than what shall be 
allowed by Jaw; and if either the said quartermaster general or com
missary general shall offend against any of the prohibitions of this act, 
the parties so offending shall, upon conviction, forfeit to the United 
States, the penalty of three thousand dollars, and may be imprisoned for 
a term not exceeding five years, and sh~ll be removed from office, ~nd 
be for ever thereafter incapable of holding any office under the Umted 
States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the salary of the commissary 
general of purchases shall be three thousand dollars per annum; and the 
compensation to a deputy commissary, shall not exceed two a~d one 
half per centum on the public monies disbursed by him, nor JU any 
instance, the sum of two thousand dollars per annum. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, T_hat ti)e col!1missary g~neral of 
purchases shall, before he enters upon his duties, give b~nd with suffi
cient surety, to be approved of by the Secretary of War, m the sum of 
fifty thousand dollars, and the deputy commissaries, each in the sum of 
ten thousand dollars with condition for tjie faithful performance of the 
duties of their offic; respectively, which bonds shall be lodged with the 
comptroller of the treasury. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That from and after the !~st day 
of May next, so much of the act, entituled "An act to e_stabhsh the 
office of purveyor of public supplies," as relates to the appomt~ent and 
services of a purveyor of public supplies, be, and the _same 1s hereby 
repealed ; and in the mean time, the purveyor shall deliver over to the 
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commissary general or one of his deputies, the public stores and pro
perty of all sorts in his possession, who shall receipt to him for the same. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That all letters and packets to 
and from the quartermaster general and commissary general, shall 
be free from postage. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed for the 
compensation of the necessary clerks in the quartermaster general's 
office, a sum not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars a year; and for the 
co,npensation of the clerks of the commissary general, a sum not ex
ceeding seventeen hundred dollars per annum, with such books and 
stationery as may be necessary to the quartermaster general's and com
missary general's departments. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the quartermaster general 
be authorized to appoint a principal wagon-master and as many wagon
masters as he may judge necessary for the service of the army, not ex
ceeding one to each brigade, whose duty shall be, under the direction 
of the quartermaster general or any of his deputies, to provide and con
duct the wagons and other means of transport necessary and proper for 
the military service of the United States. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That no wagon-master shall, 
directly or indirectly, be concerned or interested in any wagon, or means 
of transport employed in the service of the United States; nor in the 
purchase or sale of any horses, harness, wagons or other means of trans
port, procured for, or belonging to the United States, except as agent 
for the United States. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the principal wagon-master 
shall be entitled to receive forty dollars per month, three rations per day 
and forage for one horse; and each wagon-master shall be entitled to 
receive thirty dollars per month, two rations per day and forage for one 
horse. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enaded, That the quartermaster general 
be authorized to appoint one principal forage-master, and as many assist
ant forage-masters as the nature of the service may require, not exceed
ing one to each brigade, whose duty shall be, under the direction of the 
quartermaster general, or any of his deputies, to provide and deliver out 
forage necessary and proper for the military service of the United States; 
nor shall any forage-master be directly or indirectly concerned in the 
purchase or sale of any article of forage procured for or belonging to 
the United States, except as an agent for the United States. 

SEc. 16, And be it further enacted, That the principal forage-master 
shall be entitled to and receive forty dollars per month, three rations per 
day and forage for two horses; and that the other forage-masters shall be 
entitled to and receive thirty dollars per month, two rations per day and 
forage for one horse. 

SEc. 17. And be; it furtlter enacted, That there shall be four con
ductors of artillery, who shall be appointed by the President alone, each 
of whom shall be entitled to the pay and emoluments of a lieutenant of 
artillery. 

SEc. 18. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall go into opera
tion on the first day of April next; and that so much of the act fixing 
the military peace establishment of the United States, as respects the 
appointment of military agent~ and assistant military agents, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed, from and after that day; but all those agents 
shall continue to perform their respective duties in the mean time, and 
until the deputy and assistant deputy quartermasters shall be appointed 
and ready to enter on the execution of their respective offices; to whom 
the said military agents and assist.ant military agents, shall then deliver 
all the public stores and property in their possession. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That all persons attached to the 
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public service by virt1:1e o~ this act, shall be subject to military law, ex
cept the deputy comm1ssanes. 

SEC. ~0. And_ be i~ further enacted, That the President may, and he 
hereby 1s authorized rn the recess of the Senate, to appoint the quarter
master general, deputy quartermasters, commissary general, and deputy 
commissaries, or any of them; which appointments shall be submitted 
to the Senate at their next session, for their advice and consent. 

APPROVED, March 28, 1812. 

CHAP. XLVII.-.9n .Oct concerning the Naval Establishment.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States he, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to cause 
to be immediately repaired, equipped and put into actual service, the 
frigates Chesapeake, Constellation and Adams; and that a sum not ex
ceeding three hundred thousand dollars be, and is hereby appropriated 
for that purpose. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers and seamen of 
the navy may be increased so far as may be necessary to officer, man and 
equip the vessels so to be put into service, any law to the contrary not
withstanding. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of two hundred 
thousand dollars, annually, for three years, viz: one thousand eight hun
dred and twelve, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen and one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, be appropriated towards the pur
chase and supply of a stock of every description of timber required for 
ship building and other navy purposes; and that the first appropriation 
thereof be made in the purchase of timber suitable for rebuilding the 
frigates Philadelphia, General Greene, New York,- and Boston. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sums herein specifically 
appropriated shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury not other
wise appropriated. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That as soon as it shall be deemed 
compatible with the good of the public service, the gun boats now in 
commission be laid up, and with those not in commission, be distributed 
in the several harbors of the maritime frontier which are most exposed 
to attack, to be carefully kept and used as circumstances may require. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the pursers in the navy of 
the United States shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; and that from 
and after the first day of May next, no person shall act in the character 
of purser, who shall not have been thus first nominated and appointed, 
excepting pursers on distant service who shall not remain in service 
after the first day of July next, unless nominated and appointed as afore
said. And every purser, before entering upon the duties of his office, 
shall give bond, with two or more sufficient sureties, in the penalty of 
ten thousand dollars, conditioned faithfully to perform all the duties of 
purser in the navy of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 30, 1812. 

(a) Preceding acts relating lio the Navy of the United States:-
Act of March 22, 1794, Vol. i. 350. 
Act of April 20, 1796, " i. 453. 
Act of July 1, 1797, . " i. 523. 
Act of April 27, 1798, " i. 552. 
Act of May 4, 1798, . " i. 556. 
Act of June 22, 1798, . . . " i. 575. 
Act of February 25, 1799, • . " i. 621. 

Act for the government of the navy of the United States, 
March 2, 1799, chap. 24, Vol. i. 709. 
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CHAP. XL VIII.-.Rn Act granting to tlie corporation rf the city rf New Orlean8 
the use and possession r.f a lot in the said city. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ~House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in CongreJ$. assembled, That all the right and claim 
of the United States to the use, possession and occupancy of a space of 
one hundred and fifty by one hundred and twenty-five,feet of a vacant 
lot of ground, in the city of New Orleans, bounded by Bienville and 
Custom-house streets, and by Levee street and the high road, be, and the 
same is hereby vested in the corporation of the said city. And the said 
corporation is authorized to use, possess and occupy the same, for the 
purpose of erecting or causing to be erected and kept in operation a 
steam engine, or engines, for conveying water into the said city, and all 
buildings necessary to the said purpose: Provided, that if the said space 
of ground shall not be occupied for the said purpose;within the term 
of three years, from and after the passing of this act, or shall at any time 
thereafter cease to be so occupied, for the term of three years, the right 
and claim of the United States thereto, shall remain unimpaired: And 
provided also, that this act shall not affect the clai:n, or claims of any 
individual or individuals, if any such there be. 

APPROVED, April 3, 1812. 

CHAP, XLIX.-.Bn .Bet laying an embargo on all ships and vessel;i in the ports 
and harbors r.f the United States, for a limited time. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an embargo he, and 
hereby is laid for the term of ninety days from and after the passing of 
this act, on all ships and vessels in the ports and places within the limits 
or jurisdiction of the United States, cleared or not cleared, bound to any 
foreign port or place; and that no clearance be furnished to any ship or 
vessel bound to such foreign port or place, except vessels in ballast, with 
the consent of the President of the United States: and that the Presi
dent be authorized to give such instructions to the officers of the revenue, 
and of the navy and revenue cutters of the lJ nited States, as shall appear 
best adapted for carrying the same into full effect: Provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the departure of 
any foreign ship or vessel, either in ballast or with the goods, wares and 
merchandise on board of such foreign ship. or vessel when notified of 
this act. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act, no registered or sea Jetter vessel shall he allowed to depart from 
any one port of the United States to any other within the same, unless 
the master, owner, consignee or factor of such vessel, shall first give 
bond, with one or more sureties, to the collector of the district from 
which she is bound to depart, in a sum of double the value of the vessel 
and cargo, conditioned that the goods, wares or merchandise, with which 
she shall be laden, shall be relanded in some port of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or _vessel shall, 
during the continuance of this act, depart from any port of the United 
States, without a clearance or permit, or if any ship or vessel shall, con
trary to the provisions of this act, proceed to a foreign port or place, or 
trade with, or put on board of any other ship or vessel, any goods, wares 
or merchandise, of foreign or domestic growth or manufacture, such 
ships or vessels, goods, wares and merchandise shall be wholly forfeited, 
and, if the same shall not be seized, the owner or owners, agent, freighter 
or factors, of any such ship or vessel, shall for every such offence forfeit 
and pay a sum equal to double the value of the ship or vessel and cargo, 
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and shall never th~rea_fter be allowe~ a credit for duties on any goods, 
wares ~r merchandise, imported by him or them into any of the ports of 
the Umted States; and the master or comma_nder of such ship or vessel, 
as well as all other persons who shall knowmgly be concerned in such 
prohibited foreign voyage, shall each respectively forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding twenty thousand, nor less than one thousand dollars for 
every such offence, whether the vessel be seized and condemned or not• 
and the oath or affirmation of any master or commander knowingly 
offending against the provisions of this section, shall ever thereafter be 
inadmissible before any collector of the customs of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
arising under, or incurred by virtue of, this act, may be sued for, prose
cuted and recovered, with costs of suit, by action of debt in the name 
of the Uni_ted States of A~ei:ic~, ~r by indictment or infor~ation, in any 
court havmg competent Junsd1ct10n to try the same; and shall be dis
tributed and accounted for in the manner prescribed by the act, entituled 
"An act to regulate the collection of dulies on imports and tonnage," 
p~ssed the second day_of March, one t~ousand_ ~even hundred and ninety
nme; and such penalties may he exammed, m1t1gated or remitted, in like 
manner, and under like conditions, regulations and restrictions as are 
prescribed, authorized and directed by the act, entituled "An act to pro
vide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, penalties and disabilities 
accruing in certain cases therein mentioned," passed the tb1rd day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and made per
petual by an act passed the eleventh day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred: Provided, that all penalties and forfeitures which shall 
have been incurred by virtue of this act, previous to the expiration 
thereof, may and shall thereafter be recovered and distributed in like 
manner, as if this act had continued in full force and virtue. 

APPROVED, April 4, 1812. 

CHAP. L.-.Bn Jlct for the admission ef the State ef Louisiana into the Union, 
and to extend the laws ef the United States to the said state. (a) 

WHEREAS, the representatives of the people of all that part of the ter
ritory or country ceded, under the name of "Louisiana," by the treaty 
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(a) The decisions of the Supreme Court on the extension of the laws of the United States to Louisiana, 
and the practice of the courts of the United States in the district of Louisiana, have been:-

As, by the laws of Louisiana, questions of fact in civil cases are tried by the court, unless either oftbe 
parties demand a jury, in an action of debt on a judgment, the interest on the original judgment may be 
computed, and make part of the judgment in Louisiana, without a writ of inquiry, and the intervention 
of a jury. Mayhew v. Thatcher, 6 Wheat. 129; 5 Cond. Rep. 34. . . 

By the treaty by which Louisiana was acquired, the United States stipulated that the mhabitants of the 
ceded territories should be protected in the free enjoyment of their property. The United States, as a 
just nation, regard this stipulation as the avowal ofa principle which would have been held equally sacred, 
although it had not been inserted in the treaty. Soulard et al. v. The United States, 4 Peters, 51 I. 

The term property, as applied to lands, comprehends every species of title, inchoate or complete .. It 
is supposed to embrace those rights which lie in co11tract; those which are executory, as well as those which 
are executed. In this respect, the relation of the inhabitants of Louisiana to their government, is not 
changed. The new government takes the place of that which is passed away. Ibid. . . 

By the provisions of the acts of Congress, Louisiana, when she came into the Umon, had orgamz!!d 
therein a district court of the United States, having the same jurisdiction, except as to appeals an? wrtts 
of error, as the circuit courts of the United States in other states; and the_ modes of proceeding m t_hat 
court, were required to be according to the principles, rules, and usages which belong to courts of equity, 
as contradistinguished from courts of common law. And whether there were or_ not, m the seve:al states, 
courts of equity proceeding according to such principles and usages, made no difference, accordmg to the 
construction uniformly given by the supreme court. Livingston v. Story\ 9 Peters, 632. . 

The provisions of the act of Congress of 1824, relative to the practice of the courts of the Un)ted 
States in Louisiana, contain the descriptive term civil actions, which embrace cases at law and m eqmty i 
and may be fairly construed as used in contradistinction to criminal causes. T~ey !PPIY ~qually to cases 
in equity; and if there are any laws in Louisiana directing the mode of proceedm~ m equity_ causes, they 
are adopted by that act, and will govern the practice in the courts of the United Stat~•- J_bid. . . 

Under the law of Louisiana, there are two kinds of pledg<;•, the pawn. and t_he ant1<?hres1s._ A thmg 18 

said to be pawned, when a movable is given as a secunty; the antichres1s consists of immovables. 
Livingston v. Story, 11 Peters, 351. . . _ 

L. conveyed, in 1822, in fee simple, to F. and S., certain real estate m New Orleans, by deed, for 
3N2 
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made at Paris, on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and three, between the United States and France, contained within the 
following limits, that is to say: beginning at the mouth of the river 
Sabine; thence, by a line to be drawn along the middle of said river, 
including all islands to the thirty-second degree of latitude; thence, due 
north, to the northernmost part of the thirty-third degree of north lati
tude; thence, along the said parallel of latitude, to the river Mississippi; 
thence, down the said river, to the river Iberville; and from thence, 
along the middle of the said river, and lakes Maurepas and Ponchar
train, to the gulf of Mexico; thence, bounded by the said gulf, to the 
place of beginning, including all islands within three leagues of the 
coast; did, on the twenty-second day of January, one thousapd eight 
hundred and twelve, form for themselves a constitution and state go
vernment, and give to the said state the name of the state of Louisiana, 
in pursuance of an act of Congress, entituled "An act to enable the 
people of the territory of Orleans to form a constitution and state go
vernment, and for the admission of the said state into the Union, on an 
equal footing with the original states, and for other purposes:" And the 

a sum of money paid to him, and took from them a counter-letter, signed by them; by which it was 
agreed, that on the payment of a sum stated in it, on a day stated, the property should be recon
veyed by them to L.; and if not so paid, the property should be sold by an auctioneer; and, after 
repaying, out of the proceeds, the sum mentioned in the counter-letter, the balance should be paid to L. 
The money was not" paid 011 the day appointed, and a further time was given for its payment, with addi
tional interest and charges; and if not paid at the expiration of the time, it should be sold by an auction
eer. An ag_reement was at the same time made by L., that the counter-letter should be delivered up to 
F. and S., and cancelled. The money not being paid, it was again agreed between the parties, that if on 
a subsequent day fixed upon, it should not, with an additional amount for interest, &c., be paid, the pro· 
perty should belong absolutely to F. and S. The money was not paid, and F. and S. afterwards held the 
property as their own. The supreme court held this transaction to be an antichresis, according to the 
civil code of Louisiana: and on a bill filed in the district court of the United States, fort.he eastern dis
trict of Louisiana, in 1832, decreed that the rents and profits of the estate should be accounted for by S., 
who had become the sole owner of the property by purchase ofF.'s moiety, and that the property should 
be sold by an auctioneer, unless the balance due S., after charging the sum due at the time last agreed 
upon for the payment of the money, and legal interest, with all the expenses of the estate, deducting the 
rents and profits, should be paid to S.; and on payment of the balance due S., the residue should be paid 
to the legal representative of L. Ibid. 

The antichresis must be reduced to writing. The creditor acquires by this contract, the right of reap
ing the fruits, or other rewards of the immovables given to him in pledge, on condition of deducting, 
annually, their proceeds from the interest, if any be due to him, and afterwards from the principal of his 
debt. The creditor is bound, unless the contrary is agreed on, to pay the taxes, as well as the annual 
charges of the property given to him in pledge. He is likewise bound, under the penalty of damages, to 
provide for the keeping and necessary repairs of the pledged estate; and may lay out, from the revenues 
of the estate, sufficie11t for such expenses. Ibid. 

The creditor does not become proprietor of the pledged immovables, by the failure of payment at the 
stated time; any clause to the contrary is nnll: and in that case, it is only lawful for him to sue his debtor 
before the court, in order to obtain a sentence against him, and to cause the objects which have been put 
into his hands, to be seiz.ed and sold. Ibid. 

The debtor cannot, before the full payment of his debt, claim the enjoyment of the immovables which 
he has given in pledge; but the creditor, who wishes to free himself from the obligations under the anti
chresis, may always, unless he has renounced this right, compel the debtor to retake the enjoyment of his 
immovables. Ibid. 

The doctrine of prescription, under the civil law, does not apply to this case, which is one of pledge; 
and if it does, the time before the institution of this suit had not elapsed, in which, by the law of Louis
iana, a person may sue for immovable property. Ibid. 

By the contract of antichresis, the possession of the property is transferred to the person advancing the 
money. In case of failure to pay, the property is to be sold by judicial process; and the sum which it 
may bring, over the amount for which it was pledged, is to be paid to the person making the pledge. Ibui. 

If any rule has been made by the district court of Louisiana, abolishing chancery practice in that court, 
it is a violation of those rules which the supreme court of the United States has passed to regulate the 
courts of equity of the United States. Those rules are as obligatory on the courts of the United States 
in Louisiana, as they are upon all other courts of the United States; and the only modifications or addi
tions which can be made by the circuit or district courts, are such as shall not be inconsistent with the 
rules prescribed. When the rules prescribed by the supreme court do not apply, the practice of the cir
cuit and district courts shall be regulated by the practice of the high court of chancery in England. Story 
v. Livingston, 13 Peters, 359. 

The supreme court has sai<l, upon more than one occasion, after mature deliberation upon able argu
ments of distinguished counsel against it, that the courts of the United States in Louisiana, possess equity 
powers under the constitution and laws of the United States. That if there are any laws in Lonisia11a, 
directing the mode of procedure in equity causes, they are adopted by the act of 26th May, 1829; and 
will govern the practice in the courts of the United States. But if there are no laws regulating the prac
tice in any equity causes, the rules of chancery practice in Louisiana, mean the rules prescribed by the 
supreme court, for the government of the courts of the United States, under the act of Congress of May 
8, 1792, chap. 36, sec. 2. Ibid. 
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said constitution having been transmitted to Congress and by them 
being hereby approvea; therefore ' 

Be it enacted _by t_he Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States <!f America in Congress assembled, That the said state shall be 
one, and is hereby declared to be one of the United States of America 
and admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original states' 
in all respects whatever, by the name and title of the state of Louisiana; 
Provided, that it shall be taken as a condition upon which the said state 
is in~orporated in the Un!on, _that the river Miss~ssippi, and the naviga
ble nvers and wate:rs leadmg mto the same, and rnto the gulf of Mexico, 
shall be common highways, and for ever free, as well to the inhabitants 
of the said state as to the inhabitants of other states and the territories 
of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost or toll therefor, 
imposed by the said state; and that the above condition, and also all 
other the conditions and terms contained in the third section of the 
act, the title whereof is herein before recited, shall be considered, 
deemed and taken, fundamental conditions and terms, upon which the 
said state is incorporated in the Union. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the next general 
census and apportionment of representatives, the said state shall be enti
tled to one representative in the House of Representatives of the U nit~d 
Stat~s; and that all the laws of the United States, not locally inappli
cable, shall be extended to the said state, and shall have the same force 
and effect within the same, as elsewhere within the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said state, together with 
the residue of that portion of country which was comprehended within 
the territory of Orleans, as constituted by the ac,t, entituled "An act 
erecting Louisiana into two territories, and providing for the temporary 
government thereof," sball be one district, and be called the Louisiana 
district ; and there shall be established in the said district, a district 
court, to consist of one judge, who shall reside therein, and be called 
the district judge; and there shall be, annually, four stated sessions of 
the said court held at the city of Orleans; the first to commence on the 
third Monday in July next, and the three other sessions progressively, 
on the ,third Monday of every third calendar month thereafter. The 
said judge shall, in all things, have and exercise the same jurisdiction 
and powers which, by the act, the title whereof is in this section recited, 
were given to the district judge of the territory of Orleans; and he shall 
be allowed an annual compensation of three thousand dollars, to be paid 
quarter yearly at the treasury of the United States. The said judge 
shall appoint a clerk of the said court, who shall reside, and keep the 
records of the court, in the city of Orleans, and shall receive for the 
services performed by him, the same fees heretofore allowed to the clerk 
of the Orleans territory. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed in 
the said district, a person learned in the Jaw, to act as attor~ey ~or the 
United States, who shall, in addition to his stated fees, be paid six hun
dred dollars, annually, as a full compensation for all extra services. 
There shall also be appointed a marshal for the said district, who shall 
perform the same duties, be subject to the same regulations and_ pe?alties, 
and be entitled to the same fees to which marshals in other d1stncts are 
entitled for similar services; and shall, moreover, be paid two hundred 
dollars, annually, as a compensation for all extra _serv_ices._ 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothmg m this act shall be 
construed to repeal the fourth section of an act, entitul_ed_"An act f~r 
laying and collecting duties on imports and tonnage w!t~m the ter~1-
tories ceded to the United States, by the treaty of the th1rt1eth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States and 
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the French republic; and for other purposes;" and that the collection 
district shall be and remain as thereby established. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, 'l'hat this act shall commence 
and be in force from and after the thirtieth day of April, eighteen hun
dred and twelve. 

APPROVED, April 8, 1812. 

April 8, 1812. CHAP. LIII.-.dn Act in addition to the act entituled ".IJ.n act to raise an tzddi
tional military force," passed January the eleventh, one thousand eigltt hundred 
and twelve. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States he, and he hereby is empowered to cause to he enlisted 
for the term of eighteen months, unless sooner discharged, such part of 
the light dragoons, artillery and infantry, authorized by the act, entituled 

Act of Jan. "An act to raise an additional military force," as he may deem expedi-
11, 1812,ch.14. ent: Provided, the whole number, so to be enlisted for eighteen months, 

shall not exceed fifteen thousand, any thing in the said recited act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates, so to be enlisted, shall be entitled to 
the bounty of sixteen dollars, and the same pay, clothing and rations, 
the same provisions for wounds or disabilities, and to all other allow
ances (the bounty in land excepted) provided by the said before recited 
act, for the non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, who may 
be raised under the same, and shall be held to perform the same duties, 
and be subject to the same rules and regulations. 

APPROVED, April 8, 1812. 

CHAP. LIV.-An Act for the relief tf the o.ificers and soldiers wll,() served in the 
late campaign 01I the Wabash. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the officers, according 
to the rank assigned them by Governor Harrison, and which they held 
on the seventh day of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the volunteers and 
militia, and the legal representatives of those who were killed or died 
of their wouuds, composing the army that served in the late campaign 
on the Wabash against the hostile Indians, shall receive the same com
pensation which is allowed by law to the militia of the United States 
when called into the actual service of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers, according to 
the rank which they held as aforesaid, the non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers, of the volunteers or militia, who served in the said cam
paign, and who were killed or died of wounds received in said service, 
leaving a widow, or if no widow, shall have left a child or children, 
under the age of sixteen years, such widow, or if no widow, such child 
or children, shall be entitled to, and receive the half of the monthly pay 
to which the deceased was entitled at the time of his death, or receiving 
the wound of which he died, for and during the term of five years; and 
in case of the death or intermarriage of such widow, before the expira
tion of the term of five years, the half pay, for the remainder of the term, 
shall go to the child or children of such deceased officer or soldier, 
whilst under the age of sixteen years; and in like manner the allow
ance to the child or children of such deceased, where there is no widow, 
shall he paid no longer than while there is a child or children under the 
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age aforesaid : Provided, that no greater sum shall be allowed in any 
case to the widow or to the child or children of any officer than the 
half pay of a lieutenant colonel. 

SEC. 3. A;1d be it furtlter enacted, That every officer, according to 
the rank which he held as aforesaid, non-commissioned officer and 
private, of the volunt~ers and militia, who served in the said campaign, 
and who have been disabled by known wounds received in said service 
shall be placed on the list of invalids of the United States at such rat~ 
of pensi?n as shall be directed by the President. of the United States, 
upon satisfactory proof of such wound and disability being produced to 
the Secretary of War, agreeably to such rules as he may prescribe: Pro
vided, that the rate of compensation for such wounds and disabilities 
shall never, for the highest disability, exceed half the monthly pay of 
such officer, at the time of being so wounded or disabled, and that the 
rate of compensation to a non-commissioned officer and private, shall 
never exceed five dollars per month; and all inferior disabilities shall 
entitle the person so disabled, to receive a sum in proportion to the high
est disability; but no pension of a commissioned officer shall be calcu
hted at a higher rate than the half pay of a lieutenant colonel. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That any person or persons be
longing to the said army, who may have had a horse or horses killed or 
lost during the late battle on the Wabash, shall be entitled to, and 
receive the value thereof: Provided, that the proof of the value of such 
horse or horses shall be by affidavit of the quartermaster of the corps to 
which the owner may have belonged, or of two other credible witnesses. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That to the heirs or legal repre
sentatives of every person who was killed, and to every person who was 
wounded in the said campaign, who were purchasers of public lands of 
the United States, and whose lands had not, before the seventh of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, been actually sold 
or reverted to the United States, for the non-payment of part of the pur
chase money, a further time of three years shall be allowed, in addition 
to the time allowed by former laws, to complete their payments; which 
further time of three years shall commence from the respective times 
whtn their payments should have been completed according to former 
laws. 

APPROVED, April 10, 1812. 

705 

Limitation of 
amount, 

Pensions to be 
in proportion to 
the wounds, &e. 

Compensation 
for disabilities 
not to exceed 
half monthly 
pay. 

Horses killed 
in the battle of 
the Wabash to 
be paid for. 

Further time 
given to such as 
were wounded, 
or ~o the repre
sentatives of 
those killed to 
make payment 
for public lands. 

STATUTE J. 

CHAP, LV.-.8n .Oct to authorize a detachment from the Militia of the United April 10, 1812. 
State.s.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 

[Expired.] 

(a) A justice of the peace, in the District of Columbia, is an officer of the government of the United 
States, and is exempt from militia duty. Wise v. Withers, 3 Cranch, 331 ; 1 Cond. Rep. 552. . 

The court martial has not exclusive jurisdiction of that question, and its sentence is not conclusive. 
lbid. 

Trespass lies against a collector of militia fine~i ~ho distrains for ~ fine i'!'posed _by_ a ~o~rt i:nartial, 
upon a person not liable to be enrolleu in the mil1tJa; the court martial havmg no JUrisd1ct1on m such 
cases. Ibid. 

The act of the state of Pennsylvania of 28th March, 1_814, providi_ng, by the 21st section, th.at the offi. 
cers and privates of the militia of Pennsylvania, neglectmg or refusmg to serve when called mt? actual 
service, in pursuance of any order or requisition of the President of the Umted States, shall be hable. to 
the penalties defined in the act of Congress of 28th February, 1795, chap. ?6, or to any penalty w~1ch 
may be imposed since the date of the act, or which may hereafter be prescribed ?Y any law of th_e Umted 
States; and also providing for the trial of such _delinquents by a state court m~rtial, and that a hst of the 
delinquents fined hy such court, should be furmshed to the marshal of the Umted _State~, and also to the 
comptroller of the treasury of the United States, in order that the further proceedmgs directed to be had 
thereon by the laws of the United States might be completed; is not repugnant to the laws and the con• 
stitution of the United States. Houston v. Moore, 5 Wheat. 1; 4 Cond. Rep. 589. 

The act of February 28, 1795, chap. 36, to_prov_ide f~r c~lli~g forth the.mi!itia to exec!1te the laws of 
the Union, to suppress insurrections and repel mvas1ons, 1s w1thm the const,tuttonnl authority of Congress, 
Martin v. Mott, 12 Wheat, 19; 6 Cond. Rep. 410. 

VoL. 11.-89 
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United States be, and he is hereby authorized to require of the execu
tives of the several states and territories, to take effectual measures to 
organize, arm and equip, according to law, and hold in readiness to march 
at a moment's warning, their respective proportions of one hu'.1dred thou
sand militia, officers included, to be apportioned by the Pre:,ndent of the 
United States, from the latest militia returns in the department of war; 
and, in cases where such returns have not been made, by such other 
data as he shall judge equitable. . .. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the detachment of m1!Jt1a 
aforesaid, shall be officered out of the present militia officers, or others, 
at the option and discretion of the constitutional authority in the respec
tive states and territories; the President of the United States apportion
ing the general officers among the respective states and territ_ories, as he 
may deem proper: and the commissioned officers of the m1ht1a, when 
called into actual service, shall be entitled to the same pay, rations and 
emoluments as the Qfficers of the army of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said detachment sha_ll not 
be compelled to serve a longer time than six months after they arnve at 
the place of rendezvous; and during the time of their serv~ce the non
commissioned officers, musicians and privates, shall be entitled to the 

The President is the sole and exclusive judge whether the exigency has arisen, in which he is authorized 
to call out the militia. Ibid. 

Where a party justifies, in an action against him, under the orders of the President calling out the 
militia, it is not necessary that he should aver in his pleadings, that the exigency had actually occurred; 
it is sufficient that the President has so decided, and has issued his orders; and if the fact of the exist• 
ence of the exigency were averred, it might be traversed. Ibid. 

Nor is it necessary to set forth the orders of the President at large; it is sufficient to state that the call 
made by the governor of the state was in obedience to the orders of the President. Ibid. 

A requisition from the President upon the governor, is an order, in legal intendment. Ibid. 
A militia man who refuses to obey the order of the Pr~sident, calling him into public service, is liable 

to be tried for the offence, under the 5th section of the act of 1795. Ibid. 
The 64th of the rules and articles of war, enacted by the act of April 10, 1806, chap. 20, which 

provides that general courts martial may consist of any number of commissioned officers, from five to 
thirteen inclusivelv, but they shall not consist of less than thirteen where that number can be convened 
without manifest injury to the service, being in a matter submitted to his sound discretion, is conclusive. 
Ibid. 

This article, however, is not obligatory in cases where the court martial is convened to try militia
men who have neglected to obey the orders of the President, calling them into public service. Imd. 

Where there is no positive statutory regulation as to the number of persons of whom the court is to be 
constituted, reference must be had to the general usage of the military service, or what may be called 
the customary military law. Ibid. 

Courts martial, when duly organized, are bound to execute their duties, and regulate their modes of 
proceeding by this customary military law in the absence of positive enactment. Ibid. 

In a case out of the operation of the articles of war, the sentence of a court martial, which has been 
approved by the President, is sufficiently approved. Ibid. 

A court martial regularly called under the act of 1795, does not expire with the termination of the 
war then.existing; nor is its jurisdiction to try offences in any way dependent upon the fact of wn.r or 
peace. Ibid. 

·where, in an action of replevin, the defendant being a deputy marshal of the United States, avowed 
and justified the taking of the plaintiff's goods, by virtue of a warrant issued to the marshal of the dis· 
trict, to collect a fine imposed by the judgment of a court martial, described as a general court martial, 
composed of officers of the militia of the state of New York, in the service of the United States, {six in 
number, and naming them,) duly organized aud convened by general orders issued pursuant to the act of 
Congress of February 28, 1795, chap. 36, for the trial of those of the militia of the state of New York, 
ordered into the service of the United States, in the third military district, who had refused to rendezvous 
and enter into the service of the United States, in obedience to the order of the commander in chief of 
the state of New York, of the 4th and 29th of August, 1814, issued in compliance with the requisition of 
the President, made in pursuance of the same act of Congress; and alleging that the plaintiff being a 
private in the militia, neglected and refused to rendez,·ous, &c.; and was regularly tried hy the said 
general court martial, and duly convicted of the said delinquency: Held, that the avowry was good, 
Ibid. 

Alien enemies, who had enrolled themselves as volunteers, and been accepted by the President, under 
the act of February 6th, 1812, chap. 21, are not entitled to a discharge on the ground of such alienage; 
there being no law enjoining the President from accepting their services. ,vilson et al. v. Izard et al., 
Paine's C. C. R. 68. 

It seems that the President had a right to accept volunteers to serve at a particular post, as well as ror 
general service; the act being silent on the subject: at any rate, he had a discretion on the subject, not 
to he controlled by a court of justice. Ibid. 

The insertion in the enrolment, of the officer's name, under whom the volunteers were to serve, was 
meant merely to ascertain the post where they were to serve, by designatin!f its commander; and not to 
attach them to his personal command, so that he could not be changed. Ibid. 
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same pay and rations as is provided by law for the militia of the United 
States when called into actual service. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he here~y is authorized_ to call into actual service any 
part, or the '_'Vhole of said detachment, m all _th~ exigencies provided by 
the constitution; and the officers, n.on-comm1ss1oned officers, musicians 
and privates of the said detachment shall be subject to the penalties of 
the act, entituled "An act for calling forth the militia to execute the 
I.aws of the Union,_ suppress insurrections and repel invasions, and to 
repeal the act now m force for those purposes, passed the twenty-eighth 
day of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five;" and if a 
part only of said detachment shall be called into actual service, they 
shall be taken from such part thereof, as the President of the United 
States shall deem proper. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That no non-commissioned officer, 
musician or private belonging to the aforesaid detachment of militia, 
who shall be ordered into actual service by the President of the United 
States, shall be subject to corporal punishment by whipping, any thing 
contained in any act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of whipping, as pro
vided by several of the rules and articles of war, as now used and prac
tised, stoppage of pay, confinement and deprivation of part of the rations 
shall be substituted in such manner as is herein after provided. 

SEC, 7. And be it furtlter enacted, That any non-commissioned offi
cer or private belonging to the aforesaid detachment of militia, who 
shall, while in actual service, be convicted before any court martial of 
any offence, which before the passing of this act might or could have 
subjected such person to be whipped, shall, for the first offence, be put 
under such stoppages of pay as such court martial shall adjudge, not 
exceeding the one half of one month's pay for any one offence; but such 
offender may, moreover, at the discretion of such court martial, be con
fined under guard, on allowance of half rations, any length of tillle, not 
exceeding ten days for any one offence, or may, at the discretion of such 
court martial, be publicly drummed out of the army. 

SEc. 8. And be it furthei· enacted, That the sum of one million of 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, towards defraying any 
expense incurred by virtue of the provisions of this act. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and be 
in force for the term of two years from the passing thereof, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 10, 1812. 

CHAP, L VI.-An Act to prohibit the exportation ef specie, goods, wares and mer• 
chandise, for a limited time.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiues of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall not be lawful, 
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(a) Upon an indictment under the non-intercourse laws for putting goods on board a carriage, ~ith 
intent to tra_nsport them out of the United States, contrary to the act ~f ,!anuary 9th, 1809, the pun!sh• 
ment of which offence is a fine of four times the value of the goods; 1t 1s not necessary that the Jury 
should find the value of the goods. United States v. John Tyler, 7 Crunch, 285; 2 Cond, Rep. 492. 

Under the non-intercourse Jaw a vessel, in March, 1811, had no right to come into the waters of the 
United States, to inquire whethe; she migW, land her cargo. The Brig Penobscot v. The United States, 
7 Cran ch, 356; 2 Cond. Rep. 528. 

Wines, the produce of France, imported into the United States before the non-intercourse act, re, 
exported to a Danish island, there sold to a merchant of that place, and thence exported to New Orleans 
during the operation of that act of Congress, were liable to forfeiture under that law. The Schooner 
Hoppel v. The United States, 7 Cranch, 389; 2 Cond. Rep. 542. 

The non-intercourse act of March 1st, 1809, was in force between the 2d of February, and 2d of 
March, 1811, by virtue of the President's proclamation of November 2d, 1810. Schooner Anne V, T}le 
United States, 7 Cranch, 570; 2 Cond. Rep. 611. 
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during the continuance of the act, entituled "An act laying an embargo 
on all the ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States, 
for a limiteJ time," to export from the United States or the territories 
thereof, in any manner whatever, any specie, nor any goods, wares or 
merchandise of foreign or domestic growth or manufacture; and if any 
person shall, with intent to evade this law, export or attempt to export 
any specie, goods, wares or merchandise from the United States or the 
territories thereof, either by land or water, such specie, goods, wares and 
merchandise, together with the vessel, boat, raft, cart, wagon, sleigh or 
other carriage in which the same shall have been exported or attempted 
to be exported, shall, together with the tackle, apparel, horses, mules 
and oxen, be forfeited, and the owner or owners of such specie, goods, 
wares or merchandise, and every other person knowingly concerned in 
such prohibited exportation, on conviction thereof, shall each respectively 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars for every such 
offence: Provided however, that nothing in this section contained, shall 
be construed to prevent the departure of vessels, which according to the 
act last above mentioned, are or may be permitted to depart in the man
ner and under the restrictions provided by the said act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, or such other person as he shall have 
empowered for that purpose, to employ any part of the land or naval 
forces, or militia of the United States or of the territories thereof, as 
may be judged necessary, for the purpose of preventing the illegal 
departure of any ship or vessel, or the illegal exportation of any specie, or 
of any goods, wares or merchandise, contrary to the provisions of this, 
or of the last above mentioned act, and for the purpose of detaining, 
taking possession of, and keeping in custody, any such ship or vessel, 
specie, goods, wares or merchandise. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures, 
incurred by virtue of this act, shall and may be prosecuted, sued for, 
recovered and distributed, and may be mitigated and remitted in the 
manner provided by the act, entituled "An act laying an embargo on all 
the ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United States for a 
limited time," and also, that the penalties and forfeitures incurred by 
virtue of this act may be recovered subsequently to the expiration there
of, in the same manner as if this act had continued in full force and 
virtue. 

APPROVED, April 14, 1812. 

CHAP. L VII.-..in .Oct to enlarge the limits qf the state qf Louisiana, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in case the legislature of 
the state of Louisiana shall consent thereto, all that tract of country 
comprehended within the following bounds, to wit: Beginning at the 
junction of the Iberville, with the river Mississippi; thence along the 
middle of the Iberville, the river Amite, and of the lakes Maurepas and 
Pontchartrain to the eastern mouth of the Pearl river; thence up the 

------------
T~e non·in_tercourse act of the 28th of June, 1809, which requires a vessel bound to a permitted port 

to give b?~d ".' double the amoun_t of_vessel and cargo not to go to a prohibited port., is applicable to a 
vessel sail mg m b_allast. The Ship Richmond v. The United States, 9 Cranch, 102; 3 Cond. Rep. 294. 

Under the non-mtercouyse ~ct of 1_809, a vessel from Great Britain bad a right to lay off the coast of 
the Umted ~tates, to receive mstructions from her owners in New York; and, if necessary, to drop an
chor: and, m case of a storm, to make a harbor: and if prevented by a mutiny of her crew, from put• 
ting out to sea again, she might wait in the waters of the United States, for orders. The United States 
v. The Cargo of the Ship Fanny; Jennings, Master, 9 Cranch, 181; 3 Cond. Rep. 347. 

U;11der the_ third section of ~he act ~f Congress of the 28th of June, 1809, every vessel bound to a 
foreign P';'rffi:llted port, was obhged to. give a bond, with a condition not to proceed to any port with which 
commercial mtercourse was not permitted, nor to trade with such port. The Edward; Scott, Claimant, 
1 Wheat. 261; 3 Cond. Rep. 565. • 
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eastern branch of ~earl river to th~ thirty-first degree of north latitude; 
thence alon~ th~ said degree of latitud~ to the river Mississippi; thence 
down the said nver to the place of begmning, shall become and form a 
part of the said state of Louisiana, and be subject to the constitution 
?n? laws there~f, in the sa~e. manner,_ a!1d for all intents and purposes as 
1f 1t had been included w1thm the ongmal boundaries of the said state. 

SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be incumbent upon 
the legislature of the state of Louisiana, in case they consent to the 
incorporation of the territory aforesaid, within their limits at their first 
session, to make provision by law for the representation of the said terri
tory in the legislat~re of the state, upon the principles of the constitution, 
and for the securmg to the people of the said territory, equal rights, 
privileges, benefits and advant~ges with those enjoyed by the people of 
the other parts of the state; which law shall be liable to revision, modifi
cation and amendment by Congress, and also in the manner provided 
for the amendment of the state constitution, but shall not be liable to 
change or amendment by the legislature of the state. 

APPROVED, April 14, 1812. 

CHAP. L VIII.-An Act giving further time for registering claims to land i11 the 
eastern district '!f the territory ef Orleans, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person or per
sons claiming lands in the eastern district of the territory of Orleans, 
who are actual settlers on the land which they claim, and whose claims 
have not been heretofore filed with the register of the land-office for the 
said district, shall be allowed until the first day of November next to 
deliver notices in writing, and the written evidences of their claims, to 
the register of the land-office at New Orleans; and the notices and evi
dences so delivered, within the time limited by this act, shall be recorded 
in the same manner, and on payment of the same fees, as if the same 
had been delivered before the first day of July, one thousand eight hun
dred and eight; but the rights of such persons as shall neglect so doing 
within the time limited by this act, shall, so far as they are derived from, 
or founded on, any act of Congress, ever after be barred and become 
void, and the evidences of their claims, never after admitted as evidence 
in any court of the United States, against any grant derived from the 
United States. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public monies of the said land-office at New Orleans, shall have the 
same powers, and perform the same duties, in relation to the claims thus 
filed before the first day of November next, as if notice of the same had 
been given before the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, except that their decision shall be subject to the revision of Con
gress. And it shall be the duty of the said register and receiver to 
make to the Secretary of the Treasury a report of all the claims thus 
filed with the register of the land-office, together with the substance of 
the evidence in support thereof, wit)l their opinion and such remarks 
thereon as they may think proper; which report, together _with a list of 
the claims which, in the opinion of the register and receiver, ought to 
be confirmed, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before Co~1-
gress, at their next session, for their determination thereon. The said 
register and receiver shall have power to appoint a clerk, wh~se duties 
shall be the same in relation to the claims filed as aforesaid, as was 
required of the cle~k to the board of commissioners for adjusting claims 
to lands in the said district; and the said register, receiver . and cler~, 
shall each be allowed fifty cents for each claim filed accordmg to this 
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act, and on which a decision shall be made, whether such decision be 
in favour of, or against the claim ; which allowance of fifty cents shall 
be in full compensation for their services under this act. 

APPROVED, April 14, 1812. 

CHAP, LIX.-.Bn .Bet for the organization of a Corps of .Brtijieera. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the Vnited 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That there shall be attached 
to the quartermaster general's department, and subject to the orders of 
the officers thereof, a corps of artificers, to consist of one superintendent, 
to be appointed by the President of the United States, four assistants, 
two master masons, two master carpenters, two master blacksmiths, two 
master boat-builders, two master armorers, two master saddle and har
ness makers, twenty house carpenters, five ship carpenters, twenty black
smiths, sixteen boat-builders, sixteen armorers, twelve saddle and harness 
makers and twenty-four labourers, to be selected from the privates of 
the army, when authorized thereto by the commanding general, or en
gaged from among the citizens by the superintendent. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the superintendent 
of artificers, shall be forty-five dollars per month, three rations per day, 
and forage for one horse; that the pay of the four assistants, be each 
thirty dollars per month and two rations per day; that the pay of the 
twelve master workmen be each thirty dollars per month and one ration 
and one half of a ration per day; that the pay of the other workmen be 
each sixteen dollars per month, and one ration and one half of a ration 
per day. 

SEc. 3. And be it farther enacted, That it shall be the duty .of the 
superintendent of artificers to render a correct report, once each month, 
of the corps, to the quartermaster general, and on oath to make out the 
pay roll thereof; which pay roll shall be examined by the quartermaster 
general, or, in his absence, by one of the deputy quartermasters, and by 
him be countersigned, and faithfully and without delay to execute all 
such orders as he may receive from the Secretary at ,var, any officer of 
the quartermaster's department, or from the officer commanding in the 
field or garrison to which his corps or any part thereof may be attached. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That this corps shall be engaged 
for and during the term of three years, unless sooner discharged by the 
President of the United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
that may be incurred in the execution of this act, the sum of thirty thou
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1812. 

CHAP. LXII.-.Bn.Bct foauthorize the granting of Patents for Land, according 
to the Surveys that have been made; and to grant Donation Rights to certain 
Claimants of Land in the district of Detrr1it, and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That patents shall be granted 
to the persons whose claims to land have been confirmed in the district 
of Detroit, in conformity to the surveys which have been made under 
the direction of the surveyor general, and the general plat of which has 
been returned to the Secretary of the Treasury, notwithstanding the 
surveys shall not, in every respect, correspond with the description of the 
tracts as confirmed by the commissioners for adjusting land claims in 

(a) See notes to the act of March 3, 1807, chap. 34. 
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the said district: Provided, that the confirmation of the commissioners 
and certificate of the register shall, in every other respect, be conform
able to law. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person, whose claim 
has been confirmed by the commissioners aforesaid to a tract of land 
bordering on the river Detroit, and whose tract, as confirmed, does not 
extend in depth eighty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a 
donation of any vacant tract of land adjacent to and back of the land 
confirmed to him as aforesaid, provided that such donation shall not 
exceed forty arpens, French measure, in depth, nor in quantity of land 
that contained in the tract already confirmed to him, nor shall in any 
case the tract confirmed as aforesaid, and that allowed as a donation, 
together exceed eighty arpens, French measure, in depth, and in all 
cases where, by reason of bends in the said river, and of adjacent prior 
claims, each claimant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the tract 
already confirmed to him, the vacant land applicable to the object shall 
be divided between the claimants in such manner as shall appear to the 
commissioners for adjusting the claims most equitable. And every per
son claiming a donation in virtue of this section shall, on or before the 
first day of December next, deliver to the register of the land-office at 
Detroit, a notice, in writing, of the situation and extent of his claim, 
which he shall file in his office on receiving twenty-five cents from the 
party or parties for each claim; and if such person shall neglect to 
deliver such notice within the time limited, his right to a donation, 
under this section, shall become void. And the commissioners for 
adjusting claims to land in the said district shall, as soon as may be 
after the first of December next, proceed to examine and decide, accord
ing to the provisions of this section, on the claims filed as aforesaid; 
and when it shall appear to the said commissioners that the claimant is 
entitled to a donation of land, they shall give a certificate stating the 
circumstances of the case, and that the claimant is entitled to receive a 
patent for such a tract of land by virtue of this section, which tract shall 
be surveyed in conformity with the decision of the commissioners, at the 
expense of the party, under the direction of the surveyor general, by 
such of his assistants residing in the said district as the said surveyor 
general shall appoint for that purpose. The expense of surveying shall 
be the same, and the plats of surveys and transcript of the decisions of 
the commissioners in favour of claimants shall be made and transmitted 
to the Secretary of the Treasury in the same manner; and the certi
ficates granted by the commiesioners shall be entered with the register 
of the land-office, and certificates of the register be granted to the party 
or parties on payment of the same fees, and patents granted, in every 
respect, in the same manner as is directed by the third section of an act, 
entituled "An act regulating the grants of land in the territory of Michi
gan," passed the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the heirs of Joseph Harrison, 
late of Detroit, deceased, be permitted to enter with the register of the 
land-office, for the district of Detroit, their claim to any tract or tracts 
of land in the said district; and such entry shall have the same effect, 
and the commissioners shall have the same powers, and act thereon in 
the same manner, as if the entry had been made before the first day of 
.T anuary, one thousand eight hundred and nine; and in case of a decision 
in favour of their claim or claims, a patent or patents shall be granted 
for the lands so claimed and confirmed to them, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1812. 
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CHAP, LXIII.-An .flct making provision for certain persons claiming lands under 
the several a,cts for the relief ef the refugees frtYm the British provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following persons, 
claiming lands under the act, entituled "An act to revive and continue 
in force an act, entituled An act for the relief of the refugees from the 
British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia," passed on the sixteenth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, shall, respectively, 
be entitled to the following quantities of land, that is to say: Charlotte 
Hazen, widow of Moses Hazen; Chloe Shannon, wife of James Noble 
Shannon and relict of Obadiah Ayer, deceased; the heirs of Elijah Ayer 
and the heirs of Israel Ruland, respectively, nine hundred and sixty 
acres; Elijah Ayer, jun. and the heirs of Anthony Burk, respectively, 
three hundred and twenty acres: And that the following persons, claim
ing lands under the act, entituled "An act further to provide for the 
refugees from the British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for 
other purposes," passed on the twenty-fourth day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and ten, shall, respectively, be entitled to the follow
ing quantities of land, that is to say: The heirs of James Boyd, two 
thousand two hundred and forty acres; the heirs of Nathaniel Reynolds, 
the heirs of Edward Antill and Joshua Sprague, respectively, nine hun
dred and sixty acres; Robert Sharp, John Fulton and John Morrison, 
each, six hundred and forty acres; James Sprague, David Dickey, John 
Taylor, and the heirs of Gilberts Seamans, deceased, respectively, three 
hundred and twenty acres; which several tracts of land shall be located 
within the boundaries of the fractional townships, reserved and set apart 
for the purpose of satisfying the claims of the refugees from Canada 
and Nova Scotia; and the locations shall be made, and patents granted, 
in the manner and on the conditions prescribed by former laws, except 
as to the time for making the locations; which locations shall be made 
on the day or days that the Secretary of the Treasury shall judge most 
convenient for the claimants, and shall designate for the purpose. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1812. 

CHAP, LXIV.-An .Bet giving further time to tlte purchasers of' Public Lands, 
northwest ef the river Oltio, to complete their payments. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person, who, prior 
to the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eight, had pur
chased any tract or tracts of land of the United States, not exceeding in 
the whole six hundred and forty acres, at any of the land-offices estab
lished for the disposal of the public lands northwest of the river Ohio, 
and whose lands have not already been actually sold or reverted to the 
United States for non-payment of part of the purchase money, shall be 
allowed the further term of three years from the first day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, for the payment of the residue 
of the principal and interest due on account of such purchase, to be 
paid in four equal annual payments, the first whereof to be on the said 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen: and in 
case of failure in paying any of the said annual payments at the time 
when the same shall become due, the tract of land shall be forthwith 
advertised and offered for sale in the manner and on the terms and con
ditions heretofore prescribed for the sale of lands purchased of the United 
States, and not paid for within the limited time. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1812. 
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CHA 1'. LXVI .-An .11.ct to continue inf orce for a limited time, an act entituled 
".fln t;ci cont~nuin!f, /or a limited time the salaries ef the qfficers ef government 
therein mentioned. ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tl1e United 
State.~ of America in Congress assembled, '.!'hat an act passed on the 
twentieth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and four enti
tuled "An act continuing for a limited time the salaries of the officers 
of government therein mentioned," shall be and continue in force for 
the term of three years, and to the end of the next session of Congress 
thereafter, and no longer. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That for paying the salaries of the 
secretaries of state, treasury, war and navy, the comptroller, auditor and 
register of the treasury, the treasurer of the United States, the account
ants of the war and navy departments, the postmaster-general and the 
first assistant postmaster-general, in addition to the sums already appro
priated by the "Act making appropriations for the support of government 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve," there be appro
priated the further sum of seven thousand seven hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and fifty cents, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1812. 

CHAP. LXVII.-.Bn .!let for ascertaining the titles and claims to Lands in that 
part ef the Loui.siana which lies east rf the river Mississippi and island ef New 
Orleans.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of ascer-
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(a) On the 12th February, 1813, Congress passed an" act authorizing the President of the United States 
to take possession of a tract of country lying south of the Mississippi territory, and west of the river 
Perdido." This act was not promulgated until the publication of the "Session acts" of the first session of the 
fifteenth Congress, which terminated April 20, 1818. See "resolution and acts relative to the occupation 
of Florida by the United States," Appendi1 to the acts ofthe•first session of the fifteenth Congress, 1Sl8, 
Vol. 3, p. 472. 

Upon the titles to lands in this country, the following decisions have been made by the Supreme 
Court:-

By the treaty of St. Ildefonso, made on the !st of October, 1800, Spain ceded Louisiana to France; 
and France, by the treaty of Paris, signed the 30th of April, 1803, ceded it to the United States. Under 
this treaty, the United States claimed the countries between the Iberville and the Perdido. Spain con
tended that her cession to France comprehended only that territory which at the time of the cession was 
denominated Louisiana, consisting of the island of New Orleans, and the country which had been origin
ally ceded to her by France, west of the Mississippi. The land claimed by the plaintiffs in error, under 
a grant from the crown of Spain, made after the treaty of St. Ildefonso, lies within the disputed territory; 
and this case presents the question, to whom did the country between the Iberville and Pcrdido belong' 
after the treaty of St. Ildefonso 1 Had France and Spain agreed upon the boundaries of the retroceded 
territory before Louisiana was acquired by the United States; that agreement would un_doubtedly have 
ascertained its limits. But the declarations of France, made after parting with the provmce, cannot be 
admitted as conclusive. In .questions of this character, political considerations have too much influence 
over the conduct of nations, to permit their declarations to decide the course of an independent govern
ment, in a matter vitally interesting to itself. Foster et al. v. Neilson, 2 Peters, 306. 

If a Spanish grantee had obtained possession of the land in dispute so as to be the defendant, W?~l? a 
court of the United States maintain his, title under a Spanish grant, made subsequent to the acqu1s1tmn 
o_f Louisiana, singly on the principle that the Spanish con~t~uction of the treaty of St. ~ld?fonso ~as 
right, and the American construction wrong 1 Such a dec1s1on would subvert th<?se_ prrnc1ples wh1~h 
go.vern the relations between the legislative and judicial departments, and mark the l11I11ts of each. Ibid. 
309. 

The sound construction of the 8th article of the treaty between the United States and Spain, of the 22d 
of February, 1829, will not enable the court to apply its provisions t~ the c~se of the plaintiff. Ibid. 314. 

The article does not declare that all the grants made by ~1s ?athohc MaJ<;sty before the 24th_ J_anuary, 
1818 shall be valid to the same extent as if the ceded temtones had remamed under his dom1mon. It 
does' not say that those grants are hereby confirmed. Had such been its language, it would have act_ed 
directly on the subject, and it would have repealed those acts of Congress which wer? repugna~t to it; 
b.ut its language is, that those grants shall be ratified and confirmed to the persons m possess,<?n,_ 8':<!• 
By whom shall they be ratified and confirmed 1 This seems to be the language ~f contract; n!'d if it ,a, 
tbe ratification and confirmation which are promised must b? :he act of the leg,s_lature. pnul such act 
shall be passed, the court is not at liberty to disregard the ex1strng laws on the subject. Ibid. 

VOL. II.-90 3 0 2 
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taining the titles and claims to lands in that tract of country which lies 
south of the Mississippi territory, east of the river Mississippi and hsland 
of New Orleans, and west of the river Perdido, and a line drawn with 
the general course thereof to the southern boundary of the said Missis
sippi territory, the lands within the said limits shall be laid off into two 
land districts, between which Pearl river shall be the boundary; and for 
each of which districts a commissioner for land claims shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The said commissioners shall, respectively, have power to 
appoint a clerk, who shall be a person capable of translating the French 
and Spanish languages, and who shall, in addition to the other duties 
required of him by this act, perform the duties of translator, when re
quired by the commissioner. And the said commissioners and clerk 
shall, before entering on the duties of their appointments, respectively 
take an oath or affirmation, truly and faithfully to execute the duties 
imposed on them by this act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the more convenient 
ascertainment of the titles and claims to lands as aforesaid, it shall be 
the duty of each of the said commissioners, respectively, and their clerks, 
to attend in each of the several parishes in his district, at such time and 
place therein as he shall appoint, for the purpose of receiving notices 
and evidences of titles and claims to lands within the same; and when 
the commissioners shall have appointed the time and place for his 
attendance in any parish, he shall cause public notice thereof to be 
given to the inhabitants of the same, for at least twenty days previous to 
the time of his commencing the business of his appointment therein. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That each commissioner, after he 
shall have attended for a reasonable and sufficient length of time in each 
parish of his district, for the claimants of lands within the same to have 

Congress, in order to guard against imposition, declared, by the law of 1804, that all grants of land 
made by the Spanish authorities in the territory west of the Perdido, after the treaty of St. Ildefonso, 
should be null and void, excepting those to actual settlers, acquired before December 20, 1803. Garcia v. 
Lee, 12 Peters, 511. 

The controversy relative to the country lying between the Mississippi and the Perdido rivers, and the 
validity of the grants made by Spain in the disputed territory after the cession of Louisiana to the United 
States, were carefully examined in the case of Foster & Elam v. Neilson. The supreme court, in that 
case, decided that the question of boundary between the United States and Spain was a question for the 
political departments of the government: that the legislative and executive branches having decided the 
question, the courts of the United States are bound to regard the boundary determined by them as the 
true one; that grants made by the Spanish authorities of lands, which, according to this boundary line, 
belonged to the United States, gave no title to the grantees, in opposition to those claiming under the 
United States; unless the Spanish grants were protected by the subsequent arrangements made between 
the two governments; and that no such arrangements were to be found in the treaty of 1819, by which 
Spain ceded the Floridas to the United States, according to the fair import of its words, and its true con
struction. Ibid. 

In the case of Foster & Elam v. Neilson, the supreme court said that the Florida treaty of 1819, de. 
clares that all grants made before the 24th of January, 1818, by the Spanish authorities, "shall be ratified 
and contirmed to the persons in possession of the lands, to the same extent that the same grants would 
be valid, if th.e territories had remained under the dominion of his Catholic Majesty:" and in deciding 
the case of Foster & Elam, the court held, that even if this stipulation applied to lands in the territory in 
question, yet the words used did not import a present confirmation by virtue of the treaty itself, but that 
they were words of contract: "that the ratification and confirmation which were promised, must be the 
act of the legislature; and until such shall be passed, the court is not at liberty to disregard the existing 
laws on the subject." Afterwards, in the case of the United States v. Percheman, 7 Peters, 86, in review
ing the words of the 8th article of the treaty; the court, for the reasons there assigned, came to a differ
ent conclusion; and held, that the words were words of present confirmation, by the treaty, where the 
land had been rigl1tfully granted before the cession; and that it did not need the aid of an act of Cqn
gress to ratify and confirm the grant. This language was, however, applied by the court, and was in• 
tended to apply to grants made in a territory which belonged to Spain at the time of the grant. The case 
then before the court was one of that description. It was in relation to a grant of land in Florida, which 
unquestionably belonged to Spain at the time the grant was made; and where the Spanish authorities had 
an undoubted right to grant, until the treaty of cession in 1S19. It is or such grants that the court speak, 
when they declare them to be confirmed and protected by the true construction of the treaty; and that 
they do not need the_ aid _of_an act of Congress to ratify and confirm the tiUe of the purchaser. The 
court do not apply this principle to grants made w1thm the territory of Louisiana. The case of Foster 
& Elam v. Neilson must, in all other respects, be considered as affirmed by the case of Percheman; as 
it underwent a careful examination in that case, and as none of its principles were questioned "xcept that 
referred to. Ibid. 
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delivered the notices and evidences of their claims shall establish his 
office at su_ch place in h\s distric! as h~ shall judg~ ·most convenient, 
and of ~vh!ch ~e shall give public notice; and every person claiming 
lands w1thm his district, who shall have neglected, or by any circum
stance have been prevented from delivering a notice and evidence of his 
claims, during the tin:ie the c?mmissioner attended in the parish in which 
the lands he. may claim are situate, shall be at liberty, at any time before 
the end of six months from and after such office shall have been estab
lished, to deliver a notice and the evidence of his claims; and it shall 
have the same effect as if delivered in the parish wherein the lands 
claimed are situated. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every person claiming lands 
in the tract_ of country a_foresaid, by virtue ?f any grant, order of survey, 
or other evidence of claim whatsoever, -derived from the French, British 
or Spanish governments, shall deliver to the commissioner for land 
claims, when attending for the purpose, in the parish in which the lands 
claimed may lie, a notice in writing, stating the nature and extent of his 
claims, together with a plat (in case a survey shall have been made) of 
the tract or tracts claimed; and shall deliver to the commissioner when 
attending as aforesaid, for the purpose of being recorded, every grant, 
order of survey, deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of his 
claim; and the same shall be recorded by the clerk, in books to be kept 
for that purpose, on his receiving from the party or parties at the rate 
of twelve and a half cents for every hundred words contained in such 
written evidence of their claim : Provided ltowever, that where lands 
are claimed by virtue of a complete French, British or Spanish grant, 
it shall not he necessary for the claimant to have any other evidence of 
his claim entered at large on the record, except the original grant or 
patent, together with the order of survey, and the plat; all the other con
veyances or deeds may be abbreviated in the entry; but the chain of 
title, and the date of every transfer shall appear on the record. And if 
such person shall neglect to deliver such notice in writing of his claim, 
together with the plat (in case the lands claimed shall have been sur
veyed) as aforesaid, or cause to be recorded such written evidence of the 
same within the time and times as aforesaid, his claim shall never after 
be recognized or confirmed by the United States; nor shall any grant, 
order of survey, deed, conveyance, or other written evidence, which shall 
not he recorded as above directed, ever after be considered or admitted 
as evidence in any court of the United States, against any grant which 
may hereafter be derived from the United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
have power, in their respective districts, to inquire into the justice and 
validity of the claims filed with them as aforesaid: it shall be their duty 
to ascertain in every case, whether the lands claimed have been inha
bited and cultivated; at what time such inhabitation and cultivation 
commenced; when surveyed, and by whom and what authority; and 
into every other matter respecting the claims which may affect the 
justice and validity thereof; and for that purpose shall have power to 
administer oaths, and to compel the attendance of, and examine wit
nesses and such other testimony as may be adduced; to have access to 
all records of a public nature, relative to the granting, sale, transfer or 
titles of lands within their respective districts, and to take transcripts 
from such record or records or any part thereof; and the evidence thus 
adduced and obtained, shall, by the clerk, be entered in a book to be 
kept for that purpose. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested by law, 
in the surveyor of the lands of the United States south of the state of 
Tennessee, shall extend over all the public lands in the said tract of 
country. 
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SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
respectively, under such instructions as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may, with the approbation of the President of the United States, trans
mit to them in relation thereto, prepare, and cause to be prepared, 
abstracts from the records of the claims filed as aforesaid, in whieh the 
claims shall be arranged into classes, according to their respective 
merits, and other circumstances whereby they may be diversified; the 
abstracts shall contain the substance of the evidence adduced in support 
of, or obtained respecting the claims, and shall contain such other in
formation and remarks as may he necessary to a proper decision thereon, 
which abstracts the commissioners shall respectively, as soon as may be, 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury, and shall by him be laid before 
Congress at the next session thereafter for their determination thereon. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners be, 
and they are hereby authorized and required to collect and report to 
Congress, at their next session, a list-of all the actual settlers on land in 
said di;;tricts, respectively, who have no claims to land derived either 
from the French, British or Spanish governments, and the time at whic}, 
such settlements-were made. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That each of the said commis
sioners shall be allowed as compensation for his services in relation to 
the said claims, at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars a year; and each 
of the clerks, at the rate of one thousand dollars a year: Provided, that 
not more than eighteen months' compensation be thus allowed to the 
commissioner and clerk for the district east of Pearl river; nor more 
than two years' compensation be allowed to the commissioner and clerk 
for the district west of Pearl river; and the commissioner for the eastern 
district, on making his report to the Secretary of the Treasury, as afore
said, shall be entitled to receive in addition seven hundred and fifty 
dollars, and his clerk five hundred dollars; and t~e commissioner for 
the western district, on making his report aforesaid, shall receive one 
thousand dollars, and his clerk seven hundred and fifty dollars; and the 
said allowances shall be in full for their services under this act. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1812. 

CHAP, LXVID.-.Bn ./let for the establishment if a Genersl Laflfi•Qffe:e in tM 
Department if the Tre,uw-y .( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of .4-merica in Congress assembled, That there shall be estab
lished in the department of the treasury an office, to be denomirrated the 
General Land-Office; the chief officer of which shall be called the com
missioner of the general land-office, whose duty it shall be, under the 
direction of the head of the department, to superintend, execute and 
perform, all such acts and things, touching or respecting the public lands 
of the United States, and other lands patented or granted by the United 
States, as have heretofore been directed by law to be done or performed 
in the office cf the Secretary of State, of theSecretaryandRegister of 
the Treasury, and of the Secretary of War, or which shall hereafter by 
law be assigned to the said office. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be in the said 
office, an inferior officer, to be appointed by the said principal officer, to 
be employed therein as he shall deem proper, and to be called the chief 
clerk of the general land-office, who, in all cases, when the said princi
pal office shall become vacant, during such vacancy, shall have the 
charge and custody of the seal, and of all records, books and papers, 
belonging to the said office. 

(a) See act of July 4, 1836, chap. 352, 
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SEC, 3. And be it further ena~ted, That the said principal officer, 
and every other person to be appomted and employed in the said office 
shall, before he enters on the duties of his office or appointment tak: 
an oath or affirmation, truly and faithfully to execute the trust co:nmit
ted to him. 

SEc, 4. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioner shall 
cause a seal of office to be made and provided for the said office with 
sue~ device as the President of the United ~tates shall approve~ and 
copies of any records, books or papers, belongmg to the said office un
der the signature of the said commissioner, or, when the office shah be 
vacant, under the signature of the chief clerk; and the said seal shall 
be competent evidence in all cases in which the original records, books 
or papers could be evidence. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioner shall, 
forthwith, after his appointment, be entitled to the custody, and shall 
take charge of the said seal, and also of all records, books and papers, 
remaining in the offices of the Secretary of State, of the Secretary and 
RegisteroftheTreasury, and of the Secretary of War, touching or con
cerning the public lands of the United States; and the said records, 
books and papers shall become, and be deemed the records, books and 
papers, of the said office. 

SEc. 6. And be it fw·tl1er enacted, That the said commissioner shall, 
when required by the President of the United States, or either house of 
Congress, make a plat of any land surveyed under the authority of the 
United States, and give such information respecting the public lands, 
and concerning the business of his office, as shall be directed. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which land 
has heretofore, or shall hereafter be given by the United States for mili
tary services, warrants shall be granted to· the parties entitled to such 
land by the Secretary of War : and such warrants shall be recorded in 
the said land-office, in books to be kept for the purpose, and shall be 
located as is, or may be provided by law; and patents shall afterwards 
be issued accordingly. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That all patents issuing from the 
said office, shall be issued in the name of the United States, and under 
the seal of the said office, and be signed by the President of the United 
States, and countersigned by the commissioner of the said office; and 
shall be recorded in the said office, in books to be kept for the purpose. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That all returns relative to the 
public lands, heretofore directed to be made to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall hereafter be made to the said commissioner, who shall 
have power to audit and settle all public accounts relative to the public 
lands: Provided, that it shall be the duty of the said commissoner, upon 
the settlement of any such account, to certify the balance, and transmit 
the account with the vouchers and certificate to the comptroller of the 
treasury, for his examination and decision thereon. . 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That no person appomted to an 
office instituted by this act, or employed in any sue~ offic~, shall _directly 
or indirectly be concerned in the purchase of any nght, title or mterest, 
in any public land, either in his own right, or in trust for any_ other per
son, or in the name or right of any other person in ~ru~t for himself, ~or 
shall take or receive any fee or emolument for negot~atm~ or transac~mg 
the business of the office. And any person otfendmg m the premises 
against the prohibitions of this act, shall forfeit and pay one hundred 
dollars; and, upon conviction, shall be removed from offi~e._ 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That_ the comm1ss1?ner of the 
said land-office, shall be appointed by the President of the Umted ~tales, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; and shall receive an 
annual salary, equal to the salary of the auditor of the treasury, payable 
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quarterly; and the sum of two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars 
is hereby appropriated for the said compensation, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve, to be paid out of any monies in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated-and the said commissioner shall 
have the same privilege with the comptroller of the treasury, of sending 
and receiving letters and packages, and also final certificates and patents 
for land, free of postage. 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlur enacted, That the comm1ss1oner of the 
land-office shall be authorized to employ a sufficient number of clerks: 
Provided, that their annual compensation shall not exceed in the whole, 
seven thousand dollars; and the said compensation shall be paid in the 
following manner during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve; that is to say: three thousand eight hundred dollars shall be 
paid out of the monies appropriated for the compensation of clerks, 
during said year, in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury; one 
thousand four hundred dollars shall be paid out of the monies appro
priated for the compensation of clerks, during said year, in the office of 
the Secretary of State: and three hundred dollars shall be paid out of 
the monies appropriated for the compensation of clerks, during said year, 
in the office of the Secretary of War. 

APPROVED, April 25, 1812. 

April 25, 1812. CHAP. LXIX,-.Rn &t to revive and continue in force ".9.n act to provide for 
persons who were disabled by known wounds received in the Revolutionary 
War," and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act, entituled "An 

(a) Acts relative to Revolutionary Invalid Pensions:-
An act providing for the payment of the invalid pensioners of the United States. (Expired.) Septem

ber 29, 1789, chap. 24. 
An act further to provide for the payment of the invalid pensioners of the United States. (Expired.) 

July 16, 1790, chap. 27. 
An act to provide for the settlement of the claims of widows and orphans, barred by the limitations 

heretofore established, and to regulate the claims to invalid pensions. (Obsolete.) March 23, 1792, 
chap. 11. 

An act to regulate the claims to invalid pensions. (Obsolete.) February 28, 1793, chap. 17,. 
An act concerning invalids. (Obsolete.) June 7, 1794, chap. 57. 
Resolution. (Obsolete.) June 9, 1794. 
Resolution. (Obsolete.) April 18, 1796. 
An act to make provision for persons that have been disabled by known wounds received in the actual 

service of the United States, during the revolutionary war. (Repealed.) March 3, 1803, chap. 37. 
An act for the relief of certain military pensioners in the state of South Carolina. Obsolete.) March 

3, 1804, chap. 18. 
An act in addition to "an act making provision for persons that have been disabled by known wounds 

received in the actual service of the United States, during the revolutionary war," March 3, 1805, chap. 
44. 

An act to provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received in the revolutionary war, 
April 10, 1806, chap. 25. 

An act to revive and continue in force, "an act to provide for persons who were disabled by known 
wounds received _in the revolutionary war," and '.or other purposes. (Expi~ed.) April 25, 1812, chap. 69. 

An act to provide for certam persons engaged m the land and naval service of the United States in the 
revolutionary war, March 18, 1818, chap. 18. ' 

An act concerning invalid pensioners. (Expired.) March 3, 1819, chap. 97. 
An act in addition to an act entitled, "An act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and 

naval service of the United States, in the revolutionary war," passed the 18th day of :March, 1818, May 
1, 1820, chap. 51. 

An act to revive and continue in force, "an act to provide for persons who were disabled by known 
wounds received in the revolutionary war," and for other purposes. (Expired.) May 15, 1820, ch. 108. 

An act to revive and continue in force an act entitled, "An act to provide for persons who were disa• 
bled by known wounds received in the revolutionary war." (Expired.) February 4, 1822, chap. 6. 

An act supplementary to the acts providing for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service 
of the United States, March 3, 1823, chap. 58. 

An act .for the relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the army of the revolution, May 15, 
1828, chap. 53. 

An act supplementary to the "act for the relief of certain surviving officers a.nd soldiel'8 of the ann7 
of the revolution," June 7, 1832, chap. 126. 
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act to provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds received 
in the revolutionarr war," passed on the tenth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, shall be, and the same is hereby revived and con
tinued in force for and during the space of six years from the passage 
of this act, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress 
thereafter, and no longer. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the agents for the payment 
of invalid pensioners of the United States, shall in future be required to 
give bond with two or more sureties, to be approved by the Secretary for 
the department of War, in a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars for 
the faithful discharge of the duties confided to them respectively. 

APPROVED, April 25, ism. 

CHAP, LXX.-.9n Act authorizing the departure of sltips and vessels from the 
ports and harbors of the United States, in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America -in Congress assembled, That any ship or vessel which 
heretofore has been, or which hereafter may be chartered and laden on 
account of the government of the United States, shall be permitted to 
depart from the ports and harbors of the United States, and the territo
ries thereof, any thing in any former law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, April 27, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXI.-Jln .Oct authorizing the apprnnlmerrt of an additional Judge of 
the District Court, fnr the district qf New York. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unifed 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the district court in the 
New York district shall consist of tw·o judges, to wit, of the present 
judge of said district so long as he shall continue in office, and such 
other district judge or judges, as may from time to time be appointed, 
who shall reside in said district, and severally exercise like powers, as 
may be exercised by the present judge of said district, and receive the 
same compensation whereto he is entitled. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the senior judge of the dis
trict, when present, shall preside in said district court, and whenever 
the judges shall differ in opinion in any cause, the order or judgment of 
court in every such case, shall be made and rendered in conformity with 
the opinion of the presiding judge. And said court may be held, and 
the business thereof proceeded with, by one judge in the absence of the 
other. And the senior judge of the district for the time being, is hereby 
designated, and is to he deemed the district judge, who, together with 
one of the justices of the supreme court, is to compose the circuit court 
of the United States in said district; but in the absence of said senior 
judge from said court, hi;:; place may be supplied by the other judge 
of the district. 
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Resolution in relation to the execution of the act supplemental to the act for the relief of certam offi• 
cers and soldiers of the revolution, March 2, 1833. . 

An act granting half pay to widows or orphans when their husbands or fathers have died of wounds 
received in the military service of the United States, in certain cases, and for other purposes, July 4, 
1S36, chap. 362. 

An act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows, July 7, 1838, chap. 189. 
An act to amend the act of July 18, 1836 and 1838, allowing pensions to certain widows, August 23, 

1842, chap. 191. 
An act to continue the pensions to certain widows, June 17, 1844, chap. 102. 
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S&c. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be held annually 
four additional sessions of the district court for the district of New York, 
to wit: at Utica, on the first Tuesdays of April and October; at Geneva, 
on the third Tuesday of September; and at Salem on the third Tuesday 
of October. A clerk shall be appointed by the district judges of said 
district, who shall reside at Utica, and attend said court at the places 
aforesaid and do all the duties of said office of clerk, which may accrue 
at or fro~ the sessions of the court at said places, both in and out of 
court, and be allowed the same fees and compensation as by law is al
lowed to clerks of the district courts. The said judges may allot themselves 
as they shall think fit for the purpose of their holding separately the 
several stated and special courts to be held by virtue of this or any other 
act for the district of New York. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1812. 

CHAP, LXXII.-.Bn .fl.ct making furtner provision for the Corps ef Engineer,. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representaifoes of the· United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be added to the 
corps of engineers, two captains·, two first lieutenants, two second lieu
ienants, with the usual pay and emoluments, according to their grades 
respectively, and one paymaster, to be taken from the subalterns of 
engineers, with the pay and emoluments of a regimental paymaster; and 
that there be attached to the said corps, either from the troops now in 
service, or by new enlistments, as the President of the United States 
may direct, four sergeants, four corporals, one teacher of music, four 
musicians, nineteen artificers and sixty-two men, which ndn-commis
sioned officers, musicians, artificers and men, together with the artificers 
and men already belonging to the corps of engineers, shall be formed 
into a company, to be styled a company of bombardiers, sappers and 
miners, and be officered from the corps of engineers, according as the 
commanding officer of that corps may, with the approbation of the Pre
sident of the United States, direct; and the said non-commissioned offi
cers, musicians, artificers and men, shall be allowed the same pay and 
emoluments as are allowed to the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
artificers and men in the regiment of artillerists. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlur enacted, That the military academy shall 
consist of the corps of engineers, and the following professors, in addi
tion to the teachers of the French language and drawing already pro
vided, viz: one professor of natural and experimental philosophy, with 
the pay and emoluments of lieutenant colonel, if not an officer of the 
corps, and if taken from the corps, then so much in addition to his pay 
and emoluments as shall equal those of a lieutenant colonel; one pro
fessor of mathematics, with the pay and emoluments of a major, if not 
an officer of the corps, and if taken from the corps, then so much in 
addition to his pay and emoluments, as shall equal those of a major; 
one professor of the art of engineering in all its branches with the pay 
and emoluments of a major, if not an officer of the corps, and if taken 
from the corps, then so much in addition to his pay and emoluments 
as shall equal those of a major; each of the foregoing professors to have 
an assistant professor, which assistant professor shall be taken from the 
most prominent characters of the officers or cadets, and receive the pay 
and emoluments of captains, and no other pay or emoluments while per
forming these duties: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall 
entitle the academical staff, as such, to any command in the army sepa
rate from the academy. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the cadets heretofore ap
pointed in the service of the United States, whether of artillery, cavalry, 
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riflemen or infantry, or that may in future b.e appointed as herein after 
provided, shall at n<? time_ exceed two hu_ndred and fifty: that they may 
be attached at the d1scret1on of the President of the United States as 
st~dents to the military academy, and be subje~t to the established r:gu
lation~ t_hereof; that they sh~ll be arrang_ed mto companies of non
comm1ss10ned officers and privates, accordmg to the directions of the 
commandant of engineers, and be officered from the said corps for the 
purposes of military instruction; that there shall be added to ea~h com
pany of cadets four musicians; and the said corps shall be trained and 
taught all the duties of a private, non-commissioned officer,and officer· 
be encamped at least three months of each year, and taught all the dutie; 
incident to a regular camp: that the candidates for cadets be not under 
the age of [ourteen, n<?r abov~ the age of twenty-one years; that each 
cadet, prev10usly to his appomtment by the President of the United 
States, shall be well versed in reading, writing and arithmetic, and that 
he _shall sign articles, with the consent of his parent or guardian, by 
which he shall engage to serve five years, unless sooner discharged; and 
all such cadets shall be entitled to and receive the pay and emoluments 
now allowed by law to cadets in the corps of engineers. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlte1· enacted, That when any cadet shall receive 
a regular degree from the academical staff, after going through all the 
classes, he shall be considered as among the candidates for a commis
sion in any corps, according to the duties he may be judged competent 
to perform ; and in case there shall not at the time be a vacancy in such 
corps, he may be attached to it at the discretion of the President of the 
United States, by brevet of the lowest grade, as· a supernumerary officer, 
with the usual pay and emoluments of such grade, until a vacancy shall 
happen : Provided, that there shall not be more than one supernumerary 
officer to any one company at the same time. 

SEC'. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty-five thou
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for erecting build
ings, and for providing an apparatus, a library and all necessary imple
ments, and for such contingent expenses as may he necessary and 
proper, in the judgment of the President of the United States, for such 
an institution. 

SEc. 6. And be it furt/ier enacted, That so much of the twenty-sixth 
section of the act entituled "An act fixing the military peace establish
ment, passed the sixteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and two," as confines the selection of the commander of the corps of 
engineers to the said corps, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXV.-.B.n Jl.ct further to amend the Charter of the City of Washing• 
ton.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
Monday of June next, the corporation of the city of Washington shall 
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(a) In the sales of lots, in the city of Washington, the lots are not chargeable f'?r their proportion of 
the internal alley laid out for the common benefit of the lots; alth~ugh the practice so t~ charge_ them 
has been heretofore universally acquiesced in by purchasers; and if a purch~ser has acqmesced m t~at 
practice, and has received a conveyance accordingly without objec~ion, yet he does not thereby acquire 
a fee simple in such proportion of the alley; and he may in eq mty, recover back the purchase money 
which he has paid therefor. Pratt and others v. Law, Campbell, &c., 9 Cranch, 456; 3 Cond. Rep. 
460. . d 

In 1822, Congress passed an act authorizing the corporation of Was_hington to drain th<: ground m_ an 
near certain public reservations, and to improve and ornnmen_t certam parts of the_ pubhc reservat10ns. 
The corporation are empowered to make an agreeme.nt, by which parts of the location of ~he canal shall 
be changed, for the purpose of draining and dryi~g the low gro~nds. n~ar the Penn~ylvama avenue,&~. 
To effect these objects, the corporation is authonzed to lay off m bmldmg lots certam parts of the public 
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be composed of a mayor, a board of aldermen and a board of common 
council, to be elected by ballot, as herein after directed. The board of 
aldermen shall consist of eight members, to he elected for two years, 
two to be residents of and chosen from each ward by the qualified voters 
resident therein; and the board of common council shall consist of 

reservations, No. 10, 11, and 12, and of other squares, and also a part ofB. street, as laid out and desig. 
nated in the original plan of the city, which lots they may sell at auction, and apply the proceeds to those 
objects, and allerwards to enclosing, planting and improving other reservations, and building bridges, 
&c.; the surplus, if any, to be paid into the treasury of the United States. The act authorizes the heirs, 
&c. of the former proprietors of the land on which the city was laid out, who may consider themselves 
injured by the purposes of the act, to institute in the circuit court a bill in equity, in the nature of a peti
tion of right, against the United States, setting forth the grounds of any claim they may consider them• 
selves entitled to make, to be conducted according to the rules of a court of equity; the court to hear 
and determine upon the claim of the plaintiffs, and what portion, if any, of the money arising from the 
sale of the lots they may be entitled to, with a right of appeal to the supreme court. The plaintiffs, Van 
Ness and wife, filed in the circuit court their bill against the United States and the corporation of Wash, 
ington, claiming title to the lots wljich had been thus sold, under David Burns, the original proprietor of 
that part of the city, and father of one of the plaintiffs, on the ground that by the agreement between 
the United States and the original proprietors, upon laying oat the city, those reservations and streets 
were, for ever, to remain for public t1se; and, without the consent of the proprietors, could not be otherwise 
appropriated or sold for private use; that the act of Congress was a violation of that contract; that by 
such sale and appropriation for private use the right of the United States thereto was determined, or that 
the original propriet0rs re-acquired a right to have the reservations, &c. laid out in building lots for their 
joint and equal benefit with the United States, or that they were in equity entitled to the whole or a 
moiety of the proceeds of the sales of the Jots. Held, by the supreme court, tha; no rights or claims 
exist in the former proprietors or their heirs, and that the proceedings of the corporation of \Vashington, 
under and in conformity with the provisions of the act, are valid and effectual for the J>Urposes of the 
act. Van Ness et al. v. The City of Washington and the United St1tes, 4 Peters, 232. 

The official tax hooks of the corporation of \Vashington, made up by the register from the original re
turns or lists of the assessors laid before the court of appeals, he being empowered by the ordinances of 
the corporation to correct the valuations made by the assessors, are evidence; and it is not required that 
the assessor's original lists shall be produced iri evidence, to prove the assessment of the taxes on real 
estate in the city of "\,Vashington. Ronkendorf -v. Taylor's Lessee, 4 Peters, 349. 

In an ex parte proceeding, as a sale of land for taxes under a special authority, great strictness is re
quired. To divest an individual of his _property against his consent, every substantial requisite of the 
Jaw must he compliecl with. No presumption can be raised, in behalf of a collector who sells real estate 
for taxes, to cure any radical defect in his proceedings; and the proof of regularity devolves upon the 
person who claims under the collector's sale. Ibid. 

Proof of the regular appointment of the assessors is not necessary. They acted under the authority of 
the corporation, and the highest evidence of this fact is the sanction given to their returns. Ibid. 

The act of Congress, under which the lot in the city of Washington in controversy was sold, required 
that public notice of the time and place of sale of lots, the property of non-residents, should be given, 
by advertising "once a week" in some newspaper in the city for three months. Notice of the sale of 
the lot in controversy was published for three months; but in the course of that period, eleven days at 
one time, at another ten days, and at another eight days transpired in succeeding weeks, between the 
insertions of the advertisement in the newspapers. "A week" is a definite period of time, commencing 
on Sunday and ending on Saturday. The notice was published Monday, January 6th, and was omitted 
until Saturday, January 18th, leaving an interval of eleven days. Still the publication on Saturday was 
within the week preceding the notice of the 6th; and this was sufficient. It would be a most rigid con
struction of the act of Congress, justified neither by its spirit nor its language, to say that this notice must 
be published on any particular day of a week. If published once a week for three months, the law is 
complied with, and its object effectuated. Ibid. 

~o doubt can exist that a part of a lot m1y be solu for taxes, where they have accrued on such part. 
Ibid. 

The lot on which the taxes were assessed, belonged to two persons as tenants in common. The assess
ment was made by a valuation of each half of the lot. To make a sale of the interest of one tenant in 
common for unpaicl taxes valid, it need not extend to the interest of both claimants; one having paid his 
tax, the interest of the other may well be sold for the balance. Ibid. 

The advertisement purported to sell "half of lot No. 4, in square No. 491 ;" and the other half was 
advertised in the same manner, as belonging to the other tenant in common. This was not a sufficient 
advertisement; and a sale made under the same was void. It is not sufficient that in an advertisement 
of land for sale for unp1id ta~es, such a description is given as would enable the persons desirous of pur
ch:ising, to n.scertain the situ1tion of the property by inquiry; nor, if the purchaser, at the sale, had heen 
informed of every fact necessary to enable him to fix a value upon the property, would the sale be valid, 
unless the same information had been communicated to the public in the notice. Ibid. 

The 10th section of the act of Congress prnvides that real property in \Vashington, on which two or 
more years' taxes shall be due and unpaid, may be sold, &c. In this section a distinction is made between 
a general and a special tax. Property may be sold to pay the former as soon as two years' tax shall be 
due; but to pay the latter, property cannot be sold until the expiration of two years after the second 
year's tax becomes due. The taxes for which the property in controversy was sold, became dun, by the 
ordinance of the corp0ration, on the 1st day of January, 1821 and 1822. The special tax for paving was 
charged against the lot in 1S20, and became due on the first of January, 1S21: but the ground on which 
it was assessed, was not liable to be sold for the tax until the 1st of January, 1823. The first notice of 
the sale was given on the 6th of December, 1822, nearly a month before the lot was liable to be sold for 
the special tax of 1820. Held, by the supreme court, that the whole period should have elapsed, which 
was neces81lry to render the lot liable to he sold for the special tax, before the advertisement was pub. 
lishPd. Ibid. 



TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 75. 1812. 

twelve members, to be elected for one year, three to be residents of and 
chosen from each ward in manner aforesaid: and each board shall meet 
at the council c_hamber on ~~e seco~d Monday in June next (for the 
despatch of busmess) at ten o clock rn the morning, and on the same 
day and at the same hour annually thereafter. A majority of each board 
shall be necessary to form a quorum to do business but a less number 
may adjourn from day to day. The board of ald~rmen, immediately 
after they shall have assembled in consequence of the first election shall 
divide themselves by lot into two classes; the seats of the first class shall 
be vacated ,at the expiration of one year, and the seats of the second 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of two years, so that one half 
may be chosen every year. Each board shall appoint its own president 
from among its own members, who shall preside during the sessions of 
the board, and shall have a casting vote on all questions where there is 
an equal division: Provided, such equality shall not have been occa
sioned by his previous vote. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligible 
to a seat in the board of aldermen or board of common council, unless 
he shall be more than twenty-five years of age, a free white male citizen 
of the United States, and shall have been a resident of the city of Wash
ington one whole year next preceding the day of election, and shall, at 
the time of his election, be a resident of the ward for which he shall be 
elected, and possessed of a freehold estate in the said city of Washing
ton, and shall have been assessed two months preceding the day of elec
tion. And every free white male citizen of lawful age, who shall have 
resided in the city of Washington for the space of one year next preced
ing the day of election, and shall be a resident of the ward in which he 
shall offer to vote, and who shall have been assessed on the books of the 
corporation not less than two months prior to the day of election, shall 
be qualified to vote for members to serve in the said board of aldermen 
and board of common council, and no other person whatever shall exer
cise the right of suffrao-e at such election. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the present mayor of the eity 
of Washington shall be, and continue such until the second Monday in 
June next, on which day, and on the second Monday in June annually 
thereafter, the mayor of the said city shall be elected by ballot of the 
board of aldermen and board of common council in joint meeting, and 
a majority of the votes of all the members of both boards shall be neces
sary to a choice; and if there should be an equality of votes between 
two persons, after the third ballot, the two boards shall determine the 
choice by lot. He shall, before he enters upon the duties of his office, 
take an oath or affirmation, in the presence of both boards, "lawfully to 
execute the duties of his office to the best of his skill and judgment, 
without favour or partiality." He shall, ex-officio, have and exercise all 
the powers, authority and jurisdiction of a justice of the pe~ce for the 
county of Washington, within the said county. He shall nommate, and, 
with the consent of a majority of the members of the board of aldermen, 
appoint to all offices under the corporation, ( except the commissioners 
of election,) and any such officer shall be removed from office on the 
concurrent remonstrance of a majority of the two boards. He shall see 
that the laws of the corporation be duly executed, and shall report the 
negligence or misconduct of any officer to the two boards. He shall 
appoint proper persons to fill up all vacancies during the recess of the 
board of aldermen, to hold such appointment until the end of the then 
ensuing session. He shall have power to convene the tiyo boards, when 
in his opinion the good of the community may require 1t; ~nd h~ shall 
lay before them from ti1ile to time, in writing, such alterations m the 
laws of the corporation, as he shall deem necessary or proper, and s~all 
receive for his services annually, a just and reasonable compensation, 
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to be allowed and fixed by the two boards, which shall neither be in
creased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been 
elected. Any person shall he eligible to the office of mayor, who is a 
free white male citizen of the United States, who shall have attained to 
the age of thirty years, and who shall be the bona fide owner of a free
hold estate in the said city, and shall have been resident in the said city 
two years immediately preceding his election: and no other person shall 
be eligible to the said office. In case of the refusal of any person to 
accept the office of mayor upon his election thereto, or of his death, 
resignation, inability or removal from the city, the said two boards shall 
elect another in his place to serve the remainder of the year. 

SEc. 4. And be it farther enacted, That the first election for members 
of the board of aldermen and board of common council, shall be held 
on the first Monday in June next, and on the first Monday in June annu
ally thereafter: the first election to be held by three commissioners, to be 
appointed iu each ward by the mayor of the city, and at such place in 
each ward as be may direct; and all subsequent elections shall be held 
by a like number of commissioners, to be appointed in each ward by the 
two boards in joint meeting, which several appointments, except the first, 
shall be at least ten days previous to the day of each election. And it 
shall be the duty of the mayor, for the first election, and of the commis
sioners for all subsequent elections, to give at least five days' previous 
public notice of the place in each ward where such elections are to be 
held. The said commissioners shall, before they receive any ballot, 
severally take the following oath or affirmation, to be administered by 
the mayor of the city or any justice of the peace for the county of Wash
ington: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear, or affirm (as the case may be), that 
I will truly and faithfully receive and return the votes of such persons as 
are by law entitled to vote for members of the board of aldermen and 
board of common council iu ward, No. according to the best of my 
judgment and understanding; and that I will not, knowingly, receive or 
return the vote of any person who is not legally entitled to the same, so 
help me God." The polls shall be opened at ten o'clock in the morning, 
and be closed at seven o'clock in the evening of the same day. Imme
diately on closing the polls, the commissioners of each ward, or. a 
majority of them, shall .count the ballots and make out under their hands 
and seals a correct return of the two persons for-the first election, and 
of the one person for all subsequent elections, having the greatest num
ber of legal votes, together with the number of votes given to each, as 
members of the board of aldermen; and of the three persons having the 
greatest number of legal votes, together with the number of votes given to 
each, as members of the board of common council; and the two persons 
at the first election and the one person at all subsequent elections, having 
the greatest number of legal votes for the board of aldermen; and the 
three persons having the greatest number of legal votes for the board of 
common council, shall be duly elected; and in all cases of an equality of 
votes the commissioners shall decide by lot. The said returns shall be 
delivered to the mayor of the city on the succeeding day, who shall 
cause the same to be published in some newspaper printed in the city 
of Washington. A duplicate return,together with a list of the persons 
who voted at such election, shall also be made by the said commissioners 
to the register of the city, on the day succeeding the election, who shall 
preserve and record the same; and shall, within two days thereafter, 
notify the several persons so returned, of their election. And each 
board shall judge the legality of the elections, returns and qualifications 
of it$ own members; and shall supply vacancies in its own body, by 
causing elections to be made to fill the same in the ward and for the 
board in which such vacancies shall happen, giving at least five days' 
notice previous thereto; and each board shall have full power to pass all 
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rules necessary and requisite to enable itself to come to a just decision 
in cases of a contested election of its members; and the several members 
of each board shall, before entering upon the duties of their office take 
the followin_g oath or affirmation: "I do swear, ( or S!)lemnly, sin~erely 
and truly affirm and declare, as the case may be) that I will faithfully 
execute_ ~he,~ffic~ of . to the best of my knowledge 
and ability, wh_1ch. oath or affirmation shall be administered by the 
mayor or some JUSt~ce of the peace for the county of Washington. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That in addition to the powers 
heretofo_re ,granted to the co!poration of the ~ity ~f Washington, by an 
act, entituled "An act to mcorporate the mhab1tants of the city of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia," and an act, entituled "An 
act supplementary to an act, entituled An act to incorporate the inhabit
ants of the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia," the said 
corporation shall have power to lay taxes on particular wards, parts or 
sections of the city, for their particular local improvements; that after 
providing for all objects of a general nature, the taxes raised on the 
assessable property in each ward shall be expended therein, and in no 
other, in regulating, filling up and repairing of streets and avenues, 
building of bridges, sinking of wells, erecting pumps and keeping them 
in repair; in conveying water in pipes, and in the preservation of springs; 
in erecting and repairing wharves; in providing fire engines and other 
apparatus for the extinction of fires; and for other local improvements 
and purposes, in such manner as the said board of aldermen and board 
of common council shall provide; but the sums raised for the support 
of the poor, aged and infirm, shall be a charge on each ward in propor
tion to its population or taxation, as the two boards shall decide. That 
whenever tlie proprietors of two thirds of the inhabited houses, fronting 
on both sides of a street or part of a street, shall, by petition to the two 
branches, express their desire of improving the same by laying the 
curbstone of the foot pavement, and paving the gutters or carriage-way 
thereof, or otherwise improving said street agreeably to its graduation, 
the said corporation shall have power to cause to be done at any expense 
not exceeding two dollars and fifty cents per front foot, of the Jots 
fronting on each improved street or part of a street, and charge the 
same to the owners of the lots fronting on said street or part of a street 
in due proportion; and also on a Jjke petition, to provide for erecting 
lamps for lighting any street or part of a street, and to defray the ex
pense thereof, by a tax on the proprietors or inhabitants of such houses, 
in proportion to their rental or valuation, as the two boards shall decide. 

SEc. 6. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the said corporation shall 
have foll power and authority to erect and establish hospitals or pest 
houses, workhouses, houses of correction, penitentiary and other public 
buildings, for the use of the city, and to lay and collect taxes for defray
ing the expenses thereof; to regulate party and other fences, and to 
determine by whom the same shall be made and kept in repair; to lay 
open streets, avenues, Janes and alleys, and to regulate or prohibit all 
enclosures thereof; and to occupy and improve for public purposes, by 
and with the consent of the President of the United States, any part of 
the public and open spacei; or squares in said city not in~erfering w_ith 
any private rights; to regulate the measurement of,_ and weight by wh!ch 
all articles brought into the city for sale shall be dispose~ of; to provide 
for the appointment of appraisers and measurers of bmlder s wo!k and 
materials, and also of wood, coals, grain and lumber; to restram and 
prohibit the nightly and other disorderly meetings ?f ~laves, free negr?es 
and mulattoes, and to punish such slaves by _wh1ppmg, not exceeding 
forty stripes, or by imprisonment, not exceedmg six calendar months, 
for any one offence; and to punish such free. negroes and mulattoes for 
such offences by fixed penalties not exceeding twenty dollars for any 

' ' 3 P 2 

725 

Apportionment 
of taxes and ex
penditures. 

Support of the 
poor to be a ge
neral charge. 

Powers of the 
corporation. 



726 

Powers of the 
corporation. 

Power to au
thorize the 
drawing of lot
teries. 

Proviso. 

TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 75. 1812. 

one offence; and in case of the inability of any such free negro or 
mulatto to pay aad satisfy any such penalty and cost thereon, to cause 
such free negro or mulatto to be confined to labour for such reasonable 
time, not exceeding six calendar months for any one offence, as may be 
deemed equivalent to such penalty and costs; to cause all vagrants, idle 
or disorderly persons, all persons of evil life or ill fame, and all such as 
have no visible means of support, or are likely to become chargeable to 
the city as paupers, or are found begging or drunk in or about the streets, 
or loitering in or about tippling houses, or who can show no reasonable 
cause of business or employment in the city; and all suspicious persons; 
and all who have no fixed place of residence, or cannot give a good 
account of themselves; all evesdroppers and night walkers; all who are 
guilty of open profanity or grossly indecent language or behaviour pub
licly in the streets; all public prostitutes and such as lead a notoriously 
lewd or lascivious course of life; and all such as keep public gamisg 
tables or gaming houses, to give security for their good behaviour for a 
reasonable time, and to indemnify the city against any charge for their 
support; and in case of their refusal or inability to give.such security, to 
cause them to be confined to Jabour for a limited time, not exceeding 
one year at a time, unless such security should be sooner given; but if 
they shall afterwards be found again offending, such security may be 
again required, and for want thereof, the Ii'ke proceedings may be again 
had, from time to time, as often as may be necessary; to prescribe the 
terms and conditions upon which free negroes, mulattoes and others, 
who can show no visible means of support, may reside in the city; to 
cause the avenues, streets, lanes and alleys to be kept clean, and to ap
point officers for that purpose; to authorize the drawing of )otteries for 
effecting any important improvement in the city, which the ordinary 
funds or revenue thereof will not accomplish:(a) Provided, that the 
amount to be raised in each year, shall not exceed the sum of ten thou
sand dollars: And provided also, that the object for which the money is 
intended to be raised, shall be first submitted to the President of the 
United States, and shall be approved of by him; to take care of, preserve 
and regulate the several burying grounds within the city; to provide for 
registering of births, deaths and marriages; to <;ause abstracts or minutes 
of all transfers of real property, both freehold and leasehold, to be lodged 
in the registry of the city at stated periods; to authorize night watches 
and patroles, and the taking up and confining by them in the night 
time, of all suspected persons; to punish by law, corporeally, any servant 
or slave guilty of a breach of any of their by-laws or ordinances, unless 
the owner or holder of such servant or slave, shall pay the fine annexed 
to the offence; and to pass all laws which shall he deemed necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested in the corporation or any of its officers, either by this act 
or any former act. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the marshal of the district 
of Columbia shall receive and safely keep within the jail for Washing
ton county, at the expense of the city, all persons committed thereto 
under the sixth section of this act, until other arrangements be made by 
the corporation, for the confinement of offenders within the provisions 
of the said section. And in all cases where suit shall be brought before 

(a) Where, by the charter granted hy Congress, to the city of Washington, the corporation was em• 
powered" to authorize the drawing of lotteries," for effectiug certain improvements in the city, and upon 
certain terms and conditions: Held, that the corporation was liable to the holder of a ticket in such a 
lottery, for a prize drawn against its number; a.lthough the managers appointed bv the corporation to su• 
perintend such lottery, were empowered to sell, and had sold the entire lottery to a lottery dealer, for a 
gross sum, who was, by his agreement with them, to execute the details of the scheme, as to the sale of 
the tickets, the drawings, and the payment of the prizes. Clarke v. The Corporation of Washington, 12 
Wheat. 40; 6 Cond. Rep. 425. 

It seems that the power granted in the charter, " to authorize the drawing of lotteries," cannot be ex• 
erciaed so as to discharge the corporation from its liability. Ibid. 
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a justice of the peace, for the recovery of any fine or penalty arising or 
incurred for a breach of any by-law or ordinance of the corporation, 
upon a return of nulla bona to any fieri facias issued against the pro
perty of the defendant or defendants, it shall be the duty of the clerk of 
the circuit court for the county of ,v ashington, when required, to issue 
a writ of capias ad satisfaciendum against every such defendant, return
able to the next circuit court for the county of Washington, thereafter, 
and which shall be proceeded on as in other writs of the like kind. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That unimproved lots in the city 
of Washington, on which two years' taxes remain due and unpaid, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary to pay such taxes, may" be sold at 
public sale for such taxes due thereon: Provided, that public notice be 
given of the time and place of sale, by advertising in some newspaper 
printed in the city of Washington, atleastsix months, where the property 
belongs to persons residing out of the United States; three months, 
where the property belongs to persons residing in the United States, but 
without the limits of the district of Columbia; and six weeks, where the 
property belongs to persons residing within the district of Columbia or 
city of \Vashington; in which notice shall be stated, the number of the 
lot or lots, the number of the square or squares, the name of the person 
or persons to whom the same may have been assessed; and also the 
amount of taxes due thereon: And provided also, that the purchaser 
shall not be obliged to pay at the time of such sale, more than the taxes 
due, and the expenses of sale; and that if within two years from the 
day of such sale the proprietor or proprietors of such lot or lots, or his 
or their heirs, representatives or agents, shall repay to such purchaser 
the monies paid for the taxes and expenses as aforesaid, together with 
ten per centum per annum as interest thereon, or make.a tender of the 
same, he shall be reinstated in his original right and title; but if no 
such payment or tender be made within two years next after the said 
sale, then the purchaser shall pay the balance of the purchase money of 
such lot or lots, into the city treasury, where it shall remain subject to 
the order of the original proprietor or proprietors, his or their heirs or 
legal representatives; and the purchaser shall receive a title in fee 
simple to the said lot or lots, under the hand of the mayor and seal of 
the corporation, which shall be deemed good and valid in law and 
equity. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
in future be named and styled "The Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council of the City of Washington;" and that if there shall have been 
a non-election or informality in the election of a city council on the first 
Monday in June last, it shall not be taken, construed or adjudged, in 
any manner, to have operated as a dissolution of the said corporation, or 
to affect any of its rights, privileges or laws, passed previous to t?e 
second Monday in June last, but the same are hereby declared to exist 
in full force. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the corporation shall, from 
time to time, cause the several wards of the city to be so located as to 
give, as nearly as may be, an equal number of voters to each ward: and 
it shall be the duty of the register of t~e city, or su~h _officer as the ?or
poration may hereafter appoint, to furmsh the comm1ss10ners of elect.Jon, 
for each ward, on the first Monday in June annually, previous to the 
opening of the polls, a list of the persons having a right to vote, agree
ably to the provisions of the second section of this act. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That so much of any former ac~, 
as shal! be repugnant to the provisions of this act, be, and the same 1s 

hereby repealed. 
APPROVED, May 4, 1812. 
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CHAP. LXXVI.-.Bn .11.ct to carry into effect an act rf the Legislature rf the state 
rf Maryland. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act of the legislature 
of the state of Maryland, entituled "An act to authorize two lotteries in 
the city of Washington," passed at the session of the said legislature, in 
November, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, for the purpose 
of raising fifty-two thousand and five hundred dollars, be, and the same 
is hereby declared to be in full force in the district of Columbia; and it 
shall and may be lawful to carry the same into effect, subject to the 
alterations, restrictions and provisions herein after mentioned. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That all the rights, power and 
authority given, in and by the before recited act, to Daniel Carroll of 
Duddington, Lewis Deblois, George Walker, William M. Duncanson, 
Thomas Law and James Barry, shall hereafter be vested in, and exer
cised by the president and directors of the "Wasltingtun Canal Com
pany:" Provided, the said president and directors shall, before the sale 
or disposal of any ticket or tickets in said lotteries, give bond to the 
treasurer of the United States, for the time being, in the penalty of one 
hundred thousand dollars, conditioned that they will truly and impar
tially exercise the power and authority vested in them by this act;_ and 
well and truly apply the monies arising from the sale of the tickets, 
within two months after the drawing thereof, to the payment of the 
prizes drawn by the fortunate adventurers in said lotteries, and the 
necessary expenses incurred in the management thereof, and the residue, 
to the completing the canal in the city of Washington, and rendering 
the same navigable, and draining the marshes and low grounds conti
guous thereto: And provided alsu, that it shall be lawfol for Congress 
hereafter to create by law additional shares in the stock of said Was!,. 
ington Canal Company, for the sole use and benefit of the corporation 
of the city of Washington, which shares so to be created shall bear the 
same proportion to the whole shares held by said company, as the money 
raised by the aforesaid lotteries and actually applied to the completing 
of the canal in the city of Washington, and rendering the same naviga
ble, shall bear to the monies and interest thereon, which has been or 
may hereafter be expended by the Washington Canal Company for the 
purposes aforesaid. 

APPROVED, May 6, 1812. 

CHAP, LXXVII.-.Bn Jlct to provitle for designating, surveying and granting 
the Military Bounty Lands.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 

(a) The acts relating to the Military Bounty Lands, appropriated for services in the war between the 
United States and Great Britain, which commenced in 1S12, are:-

An act for completing the existing military cstahlishment, December 24, 1811, chap. JO, sec. 2. 
An act to raise an additional military force, January 11, 1812, chap. 14, sec. 12. 
An act to provide for designating, surveying, and granting the military bounty lands, May 6, 1812, 

chap. 77. 
An act making provision for military services during the late war, and for other purposes, April 16, 

1816, chap. 55. 
An act providing for cases of lost military land warrants, and discharges for faithful services, April 27, 

1816, chap. 127. . 
An act to authorize the survey of two millions of acres of the public lands in lieu of that qu~nt1ty 

heretofore authorized to be surveyed in the territory of Michigan, as military bounty lands, Apnl 29, 
1816, chap. 164. 

An act to amend an act entitled, "An act making further provision for military services during the late 
war, and for other purposes," March 3, 1S17, chap. 107, sec. 3, 

An act for extending the time for obtaining military land warrants in certain- cases, March 27, 1818, 
chap. 2.2. 
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United ,States be, and ~e is hereby autho~ized to cause to be surveyed 
a quantity of the public lands of the United States fit for cultivation 
not otherwi~e appropriated, an~ to ~h~ch the Indian title is extinguished'. 
not exceeding m the whole six millions of acres, two millions to be 
surveyed in the territory of Michigan-, two millions in the Illinois ter
ritor_y: north of the Illin?is river, ;nd !wo millions in the territory of 
Louisiana, between the river St. F ranc1s and the river Arkansas• the 
said lands to be divided into townships, and subdivided into section; and 
quarter sections, ( ~ach quarte~ section to contain, as near as possible, 
one hundred and sixty acres,) m the manner prescribed by law for sur
veying and subdividing the other public lands of the United States· the 
sam<: price t? be allowed fo: surveying as is fixed for surveying the ~ther 
public lands m the same territory. And the lands thus surveyed with the 
exception of the salt springs and lead mines therein, and of the quanti
ties of land adjacent thereto, as may be reserved for the use of the same 
by the President of the United States, and the section number sixteen 
in every township to be granted to the inhabitants of such township for 
the use of public schools, shall be set apart and reserved for the purpose 
of satisfying the bounties of one hundred and sixty acres, promised to 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the United States, their 
heirs and legal representatives, by the act, entituled "An act for com
pleting the existing military establishment," approved the twenty-fourth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, and by the 
act, entituled "An act to raise an additional military force," approved 
the eleventh day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary for the depart
ment of War, for the time being, shall, from time to time, issue warrants 
for the military land bounties to the persons entitled thereto by the two 
last mentioned acts, or either of them: Provided always, that such war
rants shall be issued only in the names of the persons thus entitled, and 
be by them or their representatives applied for within five years after the 
said persons shall have become entitled thereto ; and the said warrants 
shall not be assignable or transferable in any manner whatever. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That every person in whose 
favour such warrants shall have been issued, shall, on delivery of the 
same at the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, or of such other 
officer as may at the time have, by law, the superintendence of the 
general land-office of the United States at the seat of government, be 
entitled to draw by lot in such manner as the officer, at the head of the 
land-office, under the direction of the President of the United States, 
may prescribe, one of the quarter sections surveyed by virtue of the first 
section of this act, in either of the said territories which the person in 
whose favour such warrant has issued may designate. And a patent 
shall thereupon be granted to such person, for such quarter section, 
without requiring any fee therefor. 

SEc, 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That no claim for the military 
land bounties aforesaid shall be assignable or transferable in any man
ner whatever, until after a patent shall have been granted in the manner 
aforesaid. All sales, mortgages, contracts, or agr~e~ents, of an_y na~ure 
whatever, ruade prior thereto, for the purpose, or with mtent ofahenatmg, 
pledging or mortgaging any such claim, are hereby ileclared and sh~ll 
be held null and void; nor shall any tract of land, granted as aforesaid, 
be liable to be taken in execution or sold on account of any such sale, 
mortgage, contract or agreement, or on account of any debt contracted 
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prior to the date of the patent, either by the person originally entitled to 
the land or by his heirs or legal representatives, or by virtue of any pro
cess, or suit at law, or judgment of court against a person entitled to 
receive his patent as aforesaid. 

APPROVED, May 6, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXVIII.-.11n Jlct in addition to the act to regulate tlte laying out and 
making a road from Cumberland in tlte state of Maryland to tlte state ef Ohio. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the unex
pended balance of the sum heretofore appropriated for laying out and 
making a road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland to the state of 
Ohio, the sum of thirty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby ap
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, and to be expended, under the_ direction of the President 
of the United States, in making said road between Cumberland in the 
state of Maryland and Brownsville in the state of Pennsylvania, com
mencing at Cumberland; which sum of thirty thousand dollars shall be 
paid out of the fund reserved for laying out and making roads to the 
state of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of an act passed on the 
thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, entituled 
"An act to enable the people of the eastern division of the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, to form a constitution and state government 
and for the admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original states, and for other purposes." 

APPROVED, May 6, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXIX.-.an Jlct for tlte relief cf tlte Citizens of Venezuela. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be purchased 
such provisions as he shall deem advisable, and to tender the same in 
the name of the government of the United States to that of Venezuela, 
for the relief of the citizens who have suffered by the late earthquake. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out 
of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry into 
operation this act. 

APPROVED, May 8, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXX.-.an .fl.ct to alter and establislt certain Post Roads. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post 
routes be discontinued: 

From Jacksonborough in South Carolina, by Barnwell Courthouse, 
to Augusta in Georgia. From Rahway to New Providence; and from 
Baskenridge to Somerset in New Jersey. From Fort Stoddert to 
Natchez in the Mississippi territory. From Galliopolis to Chilicothe in 
Ohio. From Salisbury to Lincolnton in North Carolina. From Pey
tonsburg to Danville. From Salisbury, by Andover, New Chester and 
Bridgewater, to Plymouth, thence by Holderness, New Hampton and 
Sandbornton to Salisbury in New Hampshire. From Baltimore, by 
Queenstown, to Centreville in Maryland. From Buchanon to Beverly 
in Virginia. 
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S-ec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post roads be p08 t road■-
established: tablished. 

_In New Hampshire.-From Hopkinton, through Warner, Bradford, 
Fishersfield, Wend ell and Newport, to Cornish in the county of Che
shire: From Concord in the county of Rockingham, through Weare, 
,Dearmg, Hancock and Packersfield, to Keene in the county of Cheshire. 
From ~ilmanton to Meredith. From Concord, by Loudon, Gilmanton, 
Meredith and New Holderness, to Plymouth, thence by New Hampton, 
Sandbornton, Northfield and Canterbury to Concord. 

Massacliusetts.-From Blue Hill to Sedgwick. From Kennebunk to 
Arundel. From Readfield, by Fayette, to Livermore. 

Rhode bland.-From Providence, through Gloucester, to Pomfret in 
the state of Connecticut. 

Connecticut.-From Canton in Hartford county, by New Hartford and 
Torrington, to Goshen in Litchfield county. From Hartford, tl)rough 
Bristol, Plymouth, Watertown, Woodbury, Southbury and Newtown, 
to Danbury. 

New Yurk.-From Jamaica, through the Alley and by the head of 
Cowneck, to Hempstead harbor, and through Oyster bay to Huntington; 
this is declared to be an alteration of the existing post route. From 
Trip's hill, by Montgomery Courthouse, to Sheldon's in the county of 
Oneida. From Madison, by Cazenovia, to Manlius. From Rome, 
through Constantia and Mexico, to Oswego. From Kinderhook in 
New York, by Spencer town, to Weststockbridge in Massachusetts. 

New Jersey.-From Morristown to Easton in Pennsylvania. From 
Scotch Plains to New Providence. From Salem, by Hancock's bridge 
and New Canton, to Greenwich in Cumberland county. 

Pennsylvania.-From Bedford, by Stoystown and Ligoniers, to 
Greensburg. From Pittsburg, by Baldwin's mills, Steubenville and 
Cadiz, to Cambridge, in the state of Ohio. From Quakerton, by Sau
cona, to Northampton. From Belfont, by the counties of Clearfield and 
Jetfcrson, to Venango. From Bear Gap, by Danville, to Washington. 
From New Alexandria to Pittsburg. From Greensburg to New Castle 
in the county of Mercer. 

Ohio.-From New Lisbon, by Wayne Courthouse, Richland Court
house and Knox Courthouse; returning by, Coshocton Courthouse and 
Canton, to New Lisbon. From Chilicothe, by Fayette Courthouse, 
Green Courthouse and Dayton, to Eaton ; returning from Green Court
house, by Clinton Courthouse and Greenfield, to Chilicothe. From 
Urbana to Springfield. From Galliopolis to Athens in Ohio. From 
Huron to Danbury. 

Maryland.-From Princess Ann to the corner w~ere the roads from 
the Point and Pocomoke intersect. From Annapolis, by Broad Creek 
in Kent Island and Queen's town, to Centreville. 

Virginia.-From Dunkirk to New Kent Courthouse. From Front 
Royal to W aynesborough. The post road from Stannardsville, in 
Orange county, to Port Republican, in Rockingham, is

1
declare~ to be 

altered so as to pass over the South Mountain at Browns turnpike on 
the same. From Paris in Fauquier county to Gibson's store. From 
Staunton, by Pendleton Courthouse, to Beverly. From Hallifax Court-
house to Danville, and from Beverly to Clarksburg. . 

Kentucky.-From Washington, by Flemingsburg, to Mount Sterh?g. 
From Grayson to Butler Courthouse. From Russellville to Is~ellv1lle 
in Christian county. From Nicholasville, by the mouth of Hickman 
and Bellises mill, to Danville, Kentucky. 

Tennessee.-From Carthage to New Glasgow in Kentucky. From 
Hopkinsville in Kentucky, to Clarksville in Tennessee; and from th~nc~, 
by Dickson Courthouse and M' Allister's cross-roads, to Columbia in 

Tennessee. 
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North Caronna.-From Charlotte, by Beattysford, Lincolnton and 
Morgan, to Wilkesboro', and to pass by Mountmorin once in every two 
routes. From Staatsville to Salisbury. The mail from Fayetteville t~ 
Salisbury, shall go by Rockingham, Wardesboro', Allentown and Hen
derson, to Salisbury, and return by M'Cauley's store, to Fayetteville. 

Smth Carolina.-J!rom Charleston, by Giveham's ferry, on Edisto 
river; and from thence to Barnwell Courthouse, and by the White 
Ponds, to Edgefield Courthouse. From Wellington to Beckley's store, 
being an alteration of the present route past Vienna. From Coos
whatchie, by Lower Three Runs, to Augusta in Georgia. From Dar
lington Courthouse to Sumpter Courthouse, by Carter's crossing. 

Georgia.-From Savannah to Louisville. From Milledgeville, by 
Twigs Courthouse, to Pulaski Courthouse. From Augusta to Camp
beltown. From Louisville to Saundersville. 

Mississippi Territory.-From Fort Stoddert, by Amite Courthouse, 
to Pinckneyville. From Natchez, by Wilkinson Courthouse, to Lake 
Ponchartrain. 

Indiana Territory.-From Laurenceburg, by Madison and Charles
town, to Jeffersonville. From Laurenceburg, by Franklin Courthouse, 
to Wayne Courthouse. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster-General 
cause a survey to be made of the main post road from Robinstown, in 
the district of Maine, to St. Mary's, in Georgia, causing the courses, dis
tances, and a:11 remarkable objects, to he noted, the latitude to be taken 
every noon and evening, and the variation of the compass every evening, 
when the weather is fair: and that there be not less than one surveyor, 
two chain carriers, and two men with object staves, employed in making 
the same survey, who shall be sworn to execute the work: Provided, 
that the same can be done at an expense not exceeding two dollars per 
mile; and the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to procure pro
per instrnments for the purpose: Provided, that the expense do not 
exceed three hundred dollars, and the expense both of the surveys and 
instruments be paid ont of the monies, which may be in his hands for 
postage. 

APPROVED, May 11, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXXIII.-.On .8.ct for the better regulati1J11 of the Ordmmte,(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Amel"ica in Congress assembled, That there be, and hereby is 
established an ordnance department, to consist of a commissary general 
of ordnance, an assistant commissary general, four deputy commissaries, 
and as many assistant deputy commissaries as the President of the 
United States may think necessary, not exceeding eight. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissary general be 
authorized, from time to time, to employ as many wheelwrights, carriage
makers, blacksmiths and labourers, as the public service may in his 
judgment require. 

(a) Acts for the regulation of the Ordnance Department:-
An act for the better regulation of the ordnance, May 14, 1812, chap. 83. 
Act of August 2, 1813, chap. 49. 
An act for the better organizing, paying, and supplying the army of the United States, March 30, 1814, 

chap. 37, sec. 16. 
An act for the better reg11lation of the ordnance department, February 8, 1815, chap. 38. 
An act for organizing the general staff, and making further provision for the army of the United States, 

April 24, 1816, chap. 69, sec. 1 I. , 
An act to reduce and fix the military peace establishment of the United States, March 2, 1821, chap. 

12, sec. 4. 
An act providing for the organization of the ordnance department, April 5, 1832, chap. 67. 
An act to increase the present military establishment of the United States, and for other purposes, 

July 5, 1838, chap. 16, sec. 13, 14. 
An act respeeting the organization of the army, and for other purposes, Augu\t 23, 1842, ch, 186, 

1ec. 5. 
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SEc, 3. And be it further enacted, That the commissary general of 
ordnance shall be entitled to the rank, pay and emoluments of a colonel 
of infantry, and be further allowed at the rate of five hundred dollars 
per_ year, and ~our rations per day for clerks in his department: the 
assistant commissary general of ordnance shall be entitled to the rank 
pay and emoluments of major of infantry, with three additional ration~ 
per day; the deputy commissaries of ordnance shall be entitled to the 
rank, pay and emoluments of a captain of infantry, with two additional 
rations per day and forage for one horse; the assistant deputies shall 
have the rank, pay and emoluments of a second lieutenant of infantry 
with one additional ration per day. ' 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That a master wheelwright and 
carriage-maker, and a ~aster blacksmith, be allowed thirty dollars each, 
per month, and one rat10n and one half of a ration per day; that any 
other wheelwrights, carriage-makers and blacksmiths, be allowed each 
sixteen dollars per month, and one ration and one half of a ration per 
day; that the labourers each be allowed nine dollars per month, and 
one ration per day. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That ·it shall be the duty of the 
commissary general of ordnance to direct the inspection and proving of 
all pieces of ordnance, cannon balls, shells and shot, procured for the 
use of the army of the United States; and to direct the construction of 
all carriages, and every apparatus for ordnance, for garrison and field 
service, and all ammunition wagons, pontoons and travelling forges; 
also the direction of the . laboratories, the inspection and proving the 
public powder, and the preparing all kinds of ammunition for garrison 
and field service; and shall, half yearly, examine all ordnance, car
riages, ammunition and apparatus, in the respective fortresses, magazines 
and arsenals, and cause the same to be preserved and kept in good 
order. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the commissary general of 
ordnance shall execute all orders issued by the Secretary for the depart
ment ofWar, in conveying all ordnance, ammunition and apparatus, to 
the respective armies, garrisons, magazines and arsenals; and in time 
of war he shall execute all orders of any general officer, commanding in 
any army or garrison, for the supply of ordnance, ammunition, carriages, 
pontoons, forges, furnaces or apparatus, for garrison, field or siege 
service, and forward the same without delay and in good condition. 

SEc. 7. And be it jurtlter enacted, That the commissary general of 
ordnance shall, half yearly, transmit to the department of war a correct 
return of all ordnance, ammunition, military stores and effects, in the 
respective garrisons, arsenals, magazines, posts and camps, with a state
ment of their order, quality and condition; and also what may be 
necessary to keep up an ample supply of each and every article in the 
ordnance department, and shall, in all things, faithfully and without 
delay, execute the orders of the Secretary for the department of War 
touching the same. . .. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the supermtendents of m1h
tary stores, keepers of magazines and arsenals, shall, half yearly, -~ake 
correct returns to the commissary general of ordnance, of all military 
stores that they respectively have in charge; and that the assistant com
missary general of ordnance, the deputy commissaries and assistant 
deputies shall faithfully, and without delay, execute all orders that s~all 
be issued by the Secretary for the department of War, the commandmg 
general, in time of war, of any corps, camp or garrison, or of the ~om
missary general of ordnance, in their respective departments, by virtue 
of this act. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the commissary general of 
ordnance shall make. a correct report of the artificers and labourers, 
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from time to time, employed by him, and transmit the same to the adju
tant general. 

SEc. I 0. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
that may be incurred in the execution of this act, the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 14, 1812. 

CHAP. LXXXIV.-An .11.ct to enlarge the boundaries of the Mississippi territ&y. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that portion of terri
tory lying east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and south of the 
thirty-first degree of latitude, be, and the same is hereby annexed to the 
Mississippi territory; to be governed by the laws now in force therein, 
or which may hereafter be enacted, and the laws and ordinances of the 
United States, relative thereto, in like manner as if the same had origi
nally formed a part of said territory; and until otherwise provided by law, 
the inhabitants of the said district hereby annexed to the Mississippi 
territory, shall be entitled to one representative in the general assembly 
thereof. 

APPROVED, May 14, 1812. 

CHAP, LXXXV.-Jln .11.ct maki= additional appropriations for the support of 
Government for the year o:=:e thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and IIouse ef Representatives ef tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the sums 
appropriated by the act making appropriations for the support of govern
ment for the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, the following 
sums be, and same are hereby respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For defraying the expenses of printing the subscription certificates, 
and issuing the same to the subscribers to the loan of eleven millions of 
dollars, authorized by the act of Congress passed on the fourth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, including cost of paper 
and other expenses incident to the receiving of the subscriptions; also 
for cost of paper and printing of the certificates of funded six per cent. 
stock to be issued for the amount of the said loan, and other expenses 
attending the funding of the same, five thousand dollars. 

For the-expenses of making a digest of the manufactures of the United 
States, under the joint resolution of both houses of Congress, passed at 
the present session, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals and assistant marshals for taking 
an account of the manufactures of the United States, in addition to the 
sum heretofore appropriated for that purpose, forty thousand dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing and other contingent 
expenses of the two houses of Congress, in addition to the sum hereto
fore appropriated for that purpose, eight thousan.d eight hundred dollars. 

" For paying Aaron Greely, assistant surveyor in the district of Detroit 
for surveying private claims in the Michigan territory, pursuant to an 
act of Congress, passed the twenty-fourth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, five thousand five hundred sixty-five dollars 
and ninety-three cents." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums thus ap
propriated shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 16, 1812. 
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CHAP. LXXXVI.-.fo act making further provision for the .!Jrmy of the Uniteil 
States. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to ap
point so many district paymasters as, in his judgment, the service may 
require; and if such paymasters are taken from the line of the army, 
they shall respectively receive thirty dollars per month, in addition to 
their pay in the line : Provided, the same shall in no case exceed the 
pay and emoluments of a major; and if not taken from the line, they 
shall 'receive the same pay and emoluments as a major of infantry. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to appoint a pay
master to each regiment on the peace establishment, who shall receive 
the same pay and emoluments as a captain of the regiment to which he 
belongs: Provided, that all district and regimental paymasters shall be 
subject to the rules and articles of war, and give such bonds to the 
United States as the Secretary for the departmentofWar may direct, for 
the faithful performance of their duties. And it shall be the duty of the 
commanding officer, when requested by the paymaster, to furnish a 
capable non-commissioned officer or soldier to aid him in the discharge 
of his duty, who, while so employed, shall receive double pay. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to appoint, from the captains and 
subalterns of the line of the army, so many sub-inspectors as the service 
may require, not exceeding one to each brigade; and such sub-inspectors 
shall each receive twenty-four dollars per month in addition to his pay 
in the line. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That each brigade major, pro
vided by law, shall be allowed twenty-four dollars per month, in addi
tion to his pay in the line. 

SEC. 5. A,nd be it furtlier enacted, That the general, commanding 
the army of the United States, shall be allowed a secretary, to be taken 
from the line of the army, who shall receive twenty-four dollars per 
month in addition to his pay in the line, and shall be allowed forage for 
two horses. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That in addition to the non
commissioned officers and privates allowed to the regiment of light 
artillery, each company shall be entitled to twelve drivers of artillery, 
who shall be enlisted for five years, unless sooner discharged,.and receive 
the same pay, rations and clothing, as the privates o_f the army: Pr_o
vided, such drivers of artillery shall, at all times, be liable to do duty m 
the ranks when the company shall not be mounted. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That so much of the." act for 
establishing rules and articles for the government of the armies of the 
United States," as authorizes the infliction of corporeal punishment, by 
stripes or laspes, be, and the same hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, May 16, 1812. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. LXXXVII.-.On .Oct to ineorporate a Bank in the town of Alexandria, by May 16, 1812. 
the name and style of the ~Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United Corporation 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the subs~nbers to the established. 
Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria their successors and assigns, shall be 
and they are hereby created ana' made a body politic, by the name and 
style of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, and by that name and style 
shall be and are hereby made able and capable in law, to have, purchase, 
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receive, possess, enjoy and retain to them and their successors, lands, 
rents, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, of what kind, nature 
or quality soever, and the same to sell, grant, demise, alien or dispose 
of, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, 
defend and be defended in courts of record or any other place whatso
ever, subject nevertheless to the rules, regulations, restrictions, limita
tions and provisions, herein after prescribed and declared. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said 
corporation may consist of five hundred thousand dollars, divided into 
shares of ten dollars each, and shall be paid in manner following, that is 
to say : One dollar on each share at the time of subscribing, one dollar 
on each share at sixty days, and one dollar on each share ninety days 
after the time of subscribing; the remainder to be called for as the 
president and directors may deem proper: Provided, they do not call 
for any payment in less than thirty days, nor for more than one dollar 
on each share at any one time. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the subscription for filling 
up said stock, shall be opened at the courthouse in the town of Alexan
dria on the first Monday in June next, under the direction of fifteen 
commissioners, and that John Longden, William Veitch, James C. 
Deneale, Daniel M'Leod, John Cohagen, James M'Guire, Adam Lynn, 
Mark Butts, Joseph Dean, James Sanderson, John Young, Isaac Ent
wistle, Robert Young, Peter Saunders and John Gird, are hereby ap
pointed commissioners for that purpose, which subscriptions shall be 
kept open for one day at least and such further time as said commis
sioners may direct; but in case the amount of the subscriptions shall 
exceed the number of shares herein before allowed to be subscribed, the 
excess thus created shall be reduced within the number of shares autho
rized to be subscribed as aforesaid in the manner following, to wit, that 
is to say: From the subscriptions highest in amount the commissioners 
shall subtract a share or shares, until the same be made equal to the 
subscription or subscriptions next highest in amount, and until the 
number of shares shall be reduced to the amount authorized to be sub
scribed as aforesaid: Provided always, that it be hereby expressly un
derstood that all the subscriptions and shares obtained in consequence 
thereof, shall be deemed and held to be for the sole and exclusive use 
and benefit of the persons, copartnerships or bodies politic subscribing 
or in whose behalf the subscriptions respectively shall be declared to be 
made at the time of making the same, and all bargains, contracts, pro
mises, agreements and engagements in any wise contravening this pro
vision, shall be void, and the persons, copartnerships or bodies politic 
respectively, so subscribing, or for whose use the subscriptions are 
declared to be made as aforesaid, shall have, enjoy and receive the share 
or shares respectively, in consequence thereof obtained, and all the inte
rests and emoluments thence arising, as freely, fully and absolutely as 
if they had severally and respecti\'ely paid the consideration therefor, 
any such bargains, contracts, promises, agreements, or engagements to 
the contrary thereof to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SF.c. 4. And be it further enacted, That the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, 
shall be only such as shall be requisite for its immediate accommodation, 
in relation to the convenient transaction of its business, and such as 
shall have been conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts previously con
tracted in the course of its dealings, or purchased at sales on judgments 
which shall have been obtained for such debts; nor shall this corporation 
directly or indirectly deal in or trade in any thing except bills of exchange, 
gold or silver bullions, or in the sale of goods which shall be the produce 
of its land or of goods sold by virtue of an execution on a judgment 
obtained by them. 
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~llc. 5. And _be it forth~r enacted, That for the well ordering the 
aff~1rs o! the said corporat10n, there ~hall be fifteen directors, eight of 
which d1rectors at least shall be practical mechanics, and not less than 
ten of said directors shall be resident in the town of Alexandria of 
'!hom there shall be an election on the first Monday after the subs;rip
tJon shall be closed, and on the second Monday of March, in each year 
th:reafter, by_ the stockholders or proprietors of the capital stock of the 
said corporatwn, and by a plurality of votes actually given: Provided 
however, that the eight mechanics shall first be declared elected, although 
they should not have the greatest number of votes; and those who shall 
be duly chosen at any election, shall be capable of serving as directors 
by virtu·e of such choice until the end or expiration of the second Mon
day in March next ensuing the time of such election, and until others 
shall be chosen. And the said directors, at their first meeting after each 
election, shall choose one of their number as president; no person, a 
director of another bank, or the partner in trade of a director of another 

· bank, shall be a director in this bank : Provided, that in case it should 
at any time happen, that an election of directors should not be made 
upon any day when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made, 
the corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved; but 
it shall be lawful on any other day within thirty days thereafter, to hold 
and make an election of directors in such manner as shall have been 
regulated by the laws and ordinances of said corporation. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be entitled 
to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by the stock
holders at a general meeting; but the directors shall make such compen
sation to the president for his extraordinary services and attendance at 
the bank as shall appear to them reasonable. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the board of directors by a 
majority of votes shall make by-laws, determine the manner of doing 
business, and the rules and forms to be pursued, and dispose of the 
money and credit of the bank in such manner as shall seem to them 
best calculated to promote the interest of the stockholders. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That a majority of the whole num
ber of directors shall be necessary in the choice of a president, cashier, 
and other• officers of the bank; but four members, with the president, 
may constitute a board for transacting the ordinary business of the bank. 

SEC, 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That neither the president, nor 
any director shall be entitled to receive, on accommodation paper, dis
counts or loans, exceeding in the whole, five thousand dollars, renewable, 
however, from time to time, at the discretion of the president and 
directors. 

SEc. 10. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president and directors 
for the time being shall have power to appoint such officers and servants 
under them as m~y be necessary for executing th_e business ?f the .said 
corporation, and to allow them such compensation for their ser~1~es, 
respectively, as shall seem reasonable; and shall be cap~ble of exerc1s!ng 
such other powers and authorities, for the well govcrnrn15 and orderrng 
of the affairs of the said corporation, as shall be described, fixed and 
determined by the laws, regulations and ordinances o~ the same. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That any director, officer, or 
other person, holding any share or capital of th~ said bank stock, who 
shall commit any fraud or embezzlement, touchmg the money or pro
perty of said bank, shall be liable to be prosecuted in the name of the 
United States, by indictment for the same, in any cou:t of law for the 
district or county wherein the offence shall be committed; and upon 
conviction thereof, shall, besides the remedy that may be had by action, 
in the name of the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, for the fraud afore
i;aid, forfeit to the company all his share and stock in the said bank. 
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S&c. 12. And be it further enacted, That every stockholder, being 
a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled to vote at all elections 
to be holden by the stockholders, in pursuance of this act, and shall 
have as many votes, in proportion to the stock he may hold, as follows: 
for one share, one vote; three shares, two votes; five shares, three votes; 
above five shares, and not exceeding fifty, for eacb five shares above five 
shares, one vote; and upwards of fifty shares, for•each ten shares, one 
vote. No share or shares shall confer a right of suffrage which shall 
not have been regularly transferred on the books of the corporation two 
months previous to the election; and it shall be the duty of the cashier 
to make out a list of the stockholders, thirty days previous to an election, 
for their inspection. And, in choice of directors, every stockholder shall 
vote in person, except those who shall reside out of the town of Alexan
dria, who may vote either in person or by a written ballot, by him or her 
subscribed with his or her name, and duly acknowledged before a judge 
of a court, a justice of peace, or a notary public, a certificate whereof 
shall be made on said ballot by the said judge, justice of the peace, or 
notary public, before whom such acknowledgment shall be made; and 
said ballot shall be by him sealed up, and in his handwriting addressed 
to the cashier of the bank, and being transmitted to said cashier, before 
the time of the election of directors, said ballot shall be received and 
counted in the choice of directors. And every stockholder may sell and 
transfer his stock in the said bank, or any part thereof, at his pleasure, 
not being less than one complete share or shares; the transfer being 
made in the bank books, in the presence, and with the approbation of 
the proprietor or his lawful attorney. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That no stockholder or member 
of said corporation shall be answerable for any losses, deficiencies, or 
failure of the capital stock of the said bank, for any more, or larger sum 
or sums of money whatsoever, than the amount of stock, stocks, or shares, 
which shall appear by the books of said corporation, to belong to him at 
the time or times when such loss or losses shall be sustained, except as 
is hereafter excepted, that is to say: If the total amount of debts which 
said company shall at any time owe, whether by bond, note, bill or other 
contract, shall exceed twice the amount of the capital stock of the said 
bank, over and above the monies actually deposited in the bank for safe 
keeping; then, in case of such excess, the directors under whose admin
istration it shall happen, shall be liable for such excess in their natural 
and private capacities; and an action or actions of debt may be brought 
against them, or any of their heirs, executors or administrators, in any 
court of record within the United States, by any creditor or creditors of 
said corporation; and may be prosecuted to judgment and execution, any 
condition, or covenant or agreement, to the contrary notwithstanding; 
but this shall not be construed to exempt the said body politic, or lands, 
tenements, goods, and chattels of the same from being also liable for, 
and chargeable with said excess: Provided, that such of the said directors 
who may have been absent when said excess was contracted or created, 
or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby the same 
was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate themselves 
from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of their 
absence or dissent, to the stockholders, at a general meeting which he 
or they shall have power to call for that purpose. And in case the 
directors, by whose act such excess shall be occasioned, shall not have 
property to pay the amount of such excess, then each and every stock
holder shall be liable in their private capacities, for their deficiencies, 
in proportion to their respective shares in the said bank. 

SEC. 14. And be it furtlier enacted, That none but a stockholder, 
being a citizen of the United States, shall be eligible as a president or 
director. 
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SEc. ~5. A~d be it fur_ther enacted, That the president and directors 
for the t1me_bemg, ~hall give four weeks' public notice in the newspapers 
of Alex~ndna, and m one or ~1ore newspapers in the city of Washington, 
of the time and place of hold mg the election of directors, annually . 

. SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the president, and each 
director, before he enters upon the duties of his office• shall take the 
following oath or affirmation (as the case may be): 1 ' do solemnly 
swear, (or affirm,) that I will impartially, faithfully, diligently and 
honestly, execute the duties of of the Mechanics' Bank of Alex
andria, conformably to the constitution of the same, and the trust 
repose~ jn me, to the best of my skill and judgment : and the president 
sh~ll g1v_e bond and s~curity for the faithful discharge of his duties, to the 
sat1sfact1on of the directors; the cashier, other officers and servants, 
shall also take an oath, and give bond and security to the satisfaction 
of the president and directors. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That all bills, bonds, notes, and 
every other contract or engagement on behalf of the corporation, shall 
be signed by the president and countersigned by the cashier; and the 
funds of the corporation shall in no case be liable for any contract or 
engagement, unless the same shall be signed and countersigned as afore
said; and the president and directors shall not issue any note for a 
smaller sum than five dollars.(a) 

SEc. 18. And be it f1trther enacted, That if the president, or any 
director, the cashier, or any other officer of the said bank, shall be con
cerned directly or indirectly, in purchasing any note or notes, bill or 
bills, at more than lawful discount or interest, and information thereof 
be given and supported to the satisfaction of a majority of the board of 
directors, his or their seat or seats of office shall be vacated, and the 
directors shall fill up such vacancy or vacancies. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That in case of the death, dis
qualification or resignation of the president or any director, or any officer 
or servant of the said corporation, the board of directors shall, at their 
next meeting, fill such vacancy; and in case of sickness or necessary 
absence of the president, his place may be supplied by a director, to be 
appointed president pro tempore, by the president, and on his failing to 
make such appointment, by the directors. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
the president and directors to demand or receive a greater discount or 
interest, than at the rate of one per cent. for sixty days, upon any loans 
or advances of money which they may make. . 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital 
stock shall be transferable at any time, according to such rules as may 
be established by the president and directors; but no stock shall be 
transferred, the holder thereof being indebted to the bank, until such 
debt be satisfied, except the president and directors shall otherwise 
order it. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That a number of stockholders 
not less than forty, who, together, shall be proprietors of twenty thousand 
shares or upwards, shall have power at any time to call a _ge~eral 1!1~et
ing of the stockholders, for purposes relative to the con~t1tut10n, g1vmg 
at least six weeks' notice in one or more newspapers rn the town of 
Alexandria and city of Washington, specifying in such notice the object 
or objects of such meeting. . . . 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That on apphcat10n bemg made, 
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(a) The 17th section of the act incorporating the Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria, passed May 16, 1812, 
providing that "all bills, bonds, and notes, and every other contract or e_ngagement on behalf of the 
corporation, shall be signed by the president, and countersigned by the cashier, and the funds of.the cor
poration shall in no case be liable for any contract ?' en!lage_ment, unless the sa1?e ,shall be signed ~ 
aforesaid," does not apply to contracts and undertakmgs 1mphed at Jaw. Mechanics Bank of Alexan 
dria v. The Bank of Columbia, 5 Wheat. 326; 4 Cond. Rep. 666. 
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the president and directors may loan to the United States any sum or 
sums, not exceeding one fourth of their capital, on such terms as may 
be agreed upon. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That whenever any note shall 
be given, containing express consent in wr~ting that it may be negotia
ble at the said bank, and the same shall be endorsed, if payment be 
refused or neglected to be made at the time it shall have become due, 
the like proceedings are to be bad out of court, and sutt may be prose
cuted against the drawer and endorser, jointly or separately, in like 
manner as if the same was a bill of exchange. 

SEc. 25. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any person or persons 
shall forge or counterfeit any of the notes or checks on or of the said 
bank, or pay or tender in payment, or in any manner pass or offer to 
pass such forged or counterfeited note or check, knowing the same to 
be forged or counterfeited, and shall thereof be convicted in any court 
of the United States having criminal jurisdiction, he, she or they, shall 
be adjudged a felon or felons. 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That if any stockholder shall 
fail to pay up the several instalments upon his subscription, as the same 
may become due, his dividends upon such instalments as he may have 
paid shall cease as to him and remain to the use and .benefit of the other 
members of the corporation. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That the president and direc
tors shall, as soon as they may deem it expedient, declare a dividend of 
profits, and every half year thereafter shall make and declare su_ch 
dividends of profit as they may deem proper: Provided, such dividend 
shall not impair the capital stock; but no dividend shall be declared 
except by a majority of all the directors. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary ofthe·Trea
sury of the United States shall be furnished, at least once in every year, 
and oftener if he shall require it, with statements of the capital stock of 
the said corporation, and of the debts due to the same, of the monies 
deposited therein, of the notes in circulation and of the cash in hand; 
and shall have a right to inspect such general accounts in the books of 
said bank as shall relate to said statements : Provided, that this shal} 
not be construed to imply a right of inspecting the accounts of any 
private individ11al or individuals with the bank. 

SEc. 29. And be it furtlter enacted, That this corporation shall con
tinue until the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thou~nd 
eight hundred and twenty-two; but nevertheless the proprietors of two 
thirds of the capital stock of said company may by their concummt votes 
at a general meeting to be called for that purpose, dissolve the same at 
an earlier period : Provided, that notice of such meeting and its object 
shall be published in two or more newspapers printed within the district 
of Columbia, for at least three months successively, previous to the time 
appointed for such meeting. 

SEc. 30. And be it furtlier enacted, That on the dissolution of this 
corporation, or whenever the same shall be determined on as aforesaid, 
etfectual measures shall immediately be taken by the president and 
directors ~h_e~ in office, ~or closing all the concerns of the corporation, 
and for dlVld~ng the capital and. profits which may remain among the 
stockholders m proportion to their respective interests· and so much of 
this act as will enable them to close the concerns of th; corporation and 
so much as imposes a punishment or penalty for crimes, or for mal
feasance, in this act described, shall remain and be in full force until all 
the affairs of the corporation are finally settled; but no discount shall be 
made by the said corporation after the first day of January, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 

SEc. 31. And be it further enacted, Th11t this act shall take etrect 
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from and _after the passing thereof, and shall to all intents and pµrpos~s A public act, 
he a public act. 

APPROVED, May 16, 1812. 

C:e:AP, LXXXVIII.-An Act to authorize the Pre8ident of the United States to 
ascertain and de.signate certain boundaries. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of 1mer~ca in Congre~s assembled, That the survey9r general, 
under the d1rect1on of the President of the United States be and he is 
hereby authorized and required, ( as soon as the consent ~f tbe Indians 
can be obtained,) to cause to be surveyed, marked and designated, so 
much of the western and northern boundaries of the state of Ohio 
which have not .already been ascertained, as divides said state from th~ 
territories of Indiana and Michigan, agreeably to the boundaries as 
establish~d. ~y the act, ent~tuled "An act to enable the people of the 
eastern d1v1s10n of the territory northwest of the river Ohio to form a 
constitution and state government, and for the admission of such state 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original states, and for other 
purposes," passed April thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and two; 
and to cause to be made a plat or plan of so much of the boundary line 
as runs from the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan to Lake Erie, parti
cularly noting the place where the said line intersects the margin of said 
lake, and to return the same when made to Congress: Provided, that 
the whole expense of surveying and marking the said boundary lines 
shall not exceed five dollars for every mile that shall be actually surveyed 
and ,marked, which shall be paid out of the monies appropriated for 
defraying the expense of surveying the public lands. 

APPROVED, May 20, 1812. 

CHAP. XC . ....,.An Act to extend the rigld ef suffrage in the Illinois territory, and 
for other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That upon the admission of 
the Illinois territory into the second grade of territorial government, in 
conformity with the provisions of the act, entituled "An act for dividing 
Indiana into two separate governments," each and every free white male 
person who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and who 
shall have paid a county or territorial tax, and who shall have resided 
one year in said territory previous to any general election, and be at the 
time of any such election, a resident thereof, shall be entitled to vote for 
members of the legislative council and house of representatives for the 
said territory. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the governor of 
the said territory shall divide the same into five districts, the citizens 
thereof, entitled by this act to vote for representatives to the general 
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assembly, shall, in each of the said districts; elect one member of the 
legislative council, who shall possess the same powers heretofore granted 
to the legislative council by the ordinance for the government of the 
Northwestern territory, and shall hold their offices four years and no 
longer, any thing in the ordinance to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 3. And be it .further enacted, That the citizens of the said terri
tory, entitled to vote for members of the territorial legislature by this act 
may, at the time of electing their representatives to the general assem
bly thereof, also elect one delegate to Congress for the said territory, 
who shall possess the same powers heretofore granted to the delegates 
from the several territories of the United States. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sheriffs of the several 
counties which now are, or hereafter may be established in the said ter
ritory, respectively shall, within forty days next after an election for a 
delegate to Congress, transmit to the secretary of the said territory a 
certified copy of the returns from the several districts or townships of 
their respective counties; and it shall be the duty of the governor, for 
the time being, to give to the person having the greatest number of 
votes, a certificate of his election. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and every sheriff, in 
each and every county, that now is, or hereafter may be established in 
said territory, who shall neglect or refuse to perform the duties required 
by this act, shall forfeit one thousand dollars, to be recovered by an action 
of debt, in any court of record within the said territory, one half to the 
use of the territory, and the other half to the use of the person suing for 
the same. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly of the 
said territory shall have power to apportion the representatives of the 
several counties, which now are, or hereafter may be established therein, 
according to the number of free white male inhabitants above the age 
of twenty-one years, in such counties: Provided, that there he not more 
than twelve, nor Jess than seven of the whole number of representatives, 
until there shall be six thousand free male white inhabitants, above the 
age of twenty-one years in said territory, after which time, the number 
of representatives shall be regulated agreeably to the ordinance for the 
government of the territory northwest of the river Ohio. 

APPROVED, May 20, 1812. 

CHAP. XCII.-.On .11.ct to amend an act entituled ".1n act to establish a Quarter
master's Department, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives ef tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That neither the quartermaster 
general, the commissary general, nor any or either of their deputies or 
assistant deputies, shall be concerned, directly or indirectly, in the 
purchase or sale, for commercial purposes, of any article intended for, 
making a part of, or appertaining to their respective departments, except 
for, and on account of the United States; nor shall they, or either of 
them, take or apply to his or their own use, any gain or emolument for 
negotiating or transacting any business in their respective departments, 
other than what is or may be allowed by law. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the quartermaster general 
he, and he is hereby empowered to appoint one principal barrack master, 
and as many deputy barrack masters, as may from time to time be neces
sary, not exceeding one to each separate barrack or cantonment: which 
said principal barrack master shall be entitled to receive the same pay, 
rations and emoluments as the principal forage master; and each of his 
deputies, the same pay, rations and emoluments as is by law allowed to 
a deputy forage ma.citer. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in addition to the allowance 
made to the quartermaster general and commissary general respectively 
in and by the act hereby amended, it shall and may be lawful for th~ 
Secretary for the department of War, for the time beinO', to allow to them 
respectively, such sums as in his opinion shall have been actually and 
necessarily expended in their several departments for office rent fuel 
candles and extra clerk hire. ' ' 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, Th~t the quartermaster general, 
the deputy quarter~asters, and the assistant deputy quartermasters, 
shall, before they or either of them enter upon the duties of their appoint
ment respectively, enter into bond with sufficient security, to be approved 
of by the Secretary at War, conditioned for the faithful expenditure of 
all public monies, and accounting for all public property, which may 
come to their hands, respectively; and the quartermaster general shall 
not be liable for any money or property that may come into the hands 
of the subordinate officers of his department. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sixth section of the act 
hereby amended be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, May 22, 1812. 
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United States to the said state." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all causes, actions, indict
ments, libels, pleas, processes and proceedings whatsoever, returnable, 
commenced, depending or in any manner existing in the district court 
established in the territory of Orleans, in and by the act, entituled "An 
act erecting Louisiana into two territories and providing for the tempo
rary government thereof," be, and the same are hereby transferred to 
the district court established by the act to which this is a supplement, 
and may be proceeded in, shall exist and have like incidents and effects 
as if they had been originated and been proceeded in in the court estab
lish_ed by the act to which this is a supplement. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the dockets, books, records, 
papers and seal, belonging to the said district court of the Orleans terri
tory, shall be transferred to, and become the dockets, books, records, 
and papers of the district court of the Louisiana district. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the eighth section of the act 
aforesaid, entitnled "An act erecting Louisiana into two territories, and 
providing for the temporary government thereof," and also, all acts 
within the purview of this act, and the one to which this is a supplement, 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, May 22, 1812. 

CHAP. XCV.-..in .!1.ct providing for the gnvernment if the territory ef Mis
souri.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the territory heretofore 
called Louisiana shall hereafter be called Missouri, and that the tempo
rary government of the territory of Missouri shall be organized and ad
ministered in the manner herein after prescribed. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power shall be 
vested in a governor, who shall reside in the said territory; he shall 
hold his office during the term of three years, unless sooner removed by 
the President of the United States; shall be commander in chief of the 
militia of the said territory; shall have power to appoint and commission 
all officers civil and of the militia, whose appointments are not herein 
otherwise provided for, which shall be established by law; shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed; shall have power to grant par
dons for offences against the said territory, and reprieves for those 
against the United States, until the decision of the President of the 
United States thereon shall be made known; shall have power on ex
traordinary occasions to convene the general assembly, and he shall ex 
officio be superintendent of Indian affairs. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary, 
whose commission shall continue in force for four years, unless sooner 
revoked by the President of the United States; he shall reside in the 
said territory; it shall be his duty, under the direction of the governor, 
to record and preserve all the proceedings and papers of the executive, 
and all the acts of the general assembly, and to transmit authentic copies 
of the same every six months to the President of the United States. In 
case of a vacancy of the office of governor, the government of the said 
territory shall be executed by the secretary. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power shall 
be vested in a general assembly, which shall consist of the governor, a 
legislative council and a house of representatives. The general assem
bly shall have power to make laws in all cases, both civil and criminal, 
for the good government of the people of the said territory, not repug
nant to or inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United 
States; and shall have power to establish inferior courts, and to pre
scribe their jurisdiction and duties; to define the powers and duties of 
justices of the peace and other civil officers in the said territory, and to 
regulate and fix the fees of office, and to ascertain and provide for pay
ment of the same, and for all other services rendered to the said terri
tory, under the authority thereof. All bills having passed by a majority 
in the house of representatives, and by a majority in the legislative 
council, shall be referred to the governor for his assent, but no bill or 
legislative act whatever shall be of any force without his approbation. 

SEc. 5. And be it farther enacted, That the legislative council shall 
consist of nine members to continue in office five years, unless sooner 
removed by the President of the United States, any five of them shall 
be a quorum. The members of the legislative council shall be nomi
nated and appointed in the manner following: as soon as representatives 
shall be elected, they shall be convened by the governor as hereafter 
prescribed, and when met, shall nominate eighteen persons, residents in 
the said territory one year preceding their nomination, holding no office 
of profit under the territory or the United States, the office of justice of 
the peace excepted, and each possessing in his own right two hundred 
acres of land therein, and return the names to the President of the 
United States, nine of whom the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall appoint and commission to serve as afore
said; and when a vacancy shall happen in the legislative council, by 
death or removal from office, the house of representatives shall nominate 
two persons qualified as aforesaid for each vacancy, and return their 
names to the President of the United States, one of whom he, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint and commis
sion for the residue of the term: and every five years, four months at 
least before the expiration of the time of service of the members of the 
legislative council, the house of representatives shall nominate eighteen 
persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their names to the President 
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of the United States, nine of whom shall be appointed and commissioned 
as aforesaid, to serve as members of the legislative council five years, if 
not sooner removed. No person shall be a member of the legislative 
council who hath not attained to the age of twenty-five years. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the house of representatives 
shall be compo~ed of members elected every second year by the people 
of the said terntory, to serve for two years. For every five hundred free 
white male inhabitants there shall be one representative, and so on pro
gressively with the number of free white male inhabitants shall the right 
of representation increase until the number of the representatives shall 
amount to twenty-five, after which the number and proportion of repre
sentatives shall be regulated by the general assembly. No person shall 
be eligible or qualified to be a representative, who shall not have attained 
to the age of twenty-one years, and who shall not have resided in the 
territory one year next preceding the day of election, and who shall not 
be a freeholder within the county in which he may be elected; and no 
person holding an office under the United States or an office of profit 
under the territory shall be a representative. In case of vacancy by 
death, resignation, removal or otherwise of a representative, the-governor 
shall issue a writ to the county, whenever a vacancy may be as aforesaid, 
to elect another person to serve the residue of the term. That all free 
white male citizens of the United States, above the age of twenty-one 
years, who have resided in said territory twelve months next preceding 
an election, and who shall have paid a territorial or county tax, assessed 
at least six months previous thereto, shall be entitled to vote for repre
sentatives to the general assembly of said territory. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That in order to carry the same 
into operation, the governor of the said territory shall cause to be elected 
thirteen representatives, and for that purpose shall proceed, as circum
stances may require, to lay off the parts of the said territory to which the 
Indian title hath been extinguished, into convenient counties, on or 
before the first Monday in October next, and give notice thereof through
out the same, and shall appoint the most convenient time and place 
within each of the said counties for holding the elections, and shall 
nominate a proper officer or officers to preside at and conduct the same, 
_and to return to him the names of the persons who shall have been 
elected. All subsequent elections shall be regulated by the general 
assembly, and the number of representatives shall be determined and 
the apportionment made in the manner herein before prescribed. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the representatives elected 
as aforesaid, shall be convened by the governor in the town of St. Louis 
on the first Monday ·in December next; and the first general a~sembly 
shall be convened by the governor, as soon as may be conveme~t, at 
St. Louis, after the members of the legislative council shall be a~pomted 
and commissioned. The general assembly shall meet once m ea~h 
year, at St. Louis, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday m 
December annually, unlefls they shall by law appoint a different day. 
The legislative council and house of representatives, when asse_mbled, 
shall each choose a speaker and its other ?ffice~s, and det_ermme the 
rules of its proceedings. Each house shall_ sit on its o~n adJ_ournments 
from day to day. Neither house shall durmg the sess10n, without con
sent of the other, adjourn for more than two days, nor to any other place 
than that where the two houses shall be sitting. The members of the 
general assembly shall, in all cases except treason, felony or brea~h of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at their re
spective houses, and in going to and returning from the same;_ and f?r 
any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be questioned m 
any other place. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That all and every free white 
VOL. ll.-94 3 R 
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male person who, on the twentieth day of December, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three, was an inhabitant of the territory of 
Louisiana, and all free white male citizens of the United States, who, 
since the said twentieth day of December, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and three emigrated, or who hereafter may emigrate to 
the said territory, being otherwise qualified according to the provisions 
of this act, shall be capable to hold any office of honour, trust or profit, 
in the said territory, under the United States, or under the said terri
tory. and to vote for members of the general assembly and a delegate to 
Congress during the temporary government provided for by this act. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power shall be 
vested in a superior court, and in inferior courts and justices of the 
peace. The judges of the superior court and justices of the peace shall 
hold their offices for the term of four years, unless sooner removed; the 
superior court shall consist of three judges, who shall reside in the said 
territory, any two of whom shall constitute a court; the superior.courts 
shall have jurisdiction in all criminal cases, and exclusive jurisdiction in 
all those that are capital; and original and appellate jurisdiction in all 
civil cases of the value of one hundred dollars; the said judges shall 
hold their courts at such times and places as shall be prescribed by the 
general assembly. The sessions of the superior and inferior courts shall 
continue until all the business depending shall be disposed of, or for 
such time as shall be prescribed by the general assembly. The superior 
and inferior courts shall respectively appoint their clerks, who shall be 
commissioned by the governor, and shall hold their offices during the 
temporary government of the said territory, unless sooner removed by 
the court. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That all free male white persons 
of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have resided one year in the 
said territory, and are not disqualified by any legal proceeding, shall be 
qualified to serve as grand or pet it jurors in the courts of the said terri
tory; and they shall, until the general assembly thereof shall otherwise 
direct, be selected in such manner as the said courts shall respectively 
prescribe, so as to be most conducive to an impartial trial, and least 
burthensome to the inhabitants of the said territory. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary and 
jndges for the territory of Missouri, authorized by this act, and all gene
ral officers of the militia, during the temporary government thereof, 
shall be appointed and commissioned by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; and the go
vernor, secretary and judges shall respectively receive for their services 
the compensations established by law, to be paid quarter yearly out of 
the treasury of the United States; the governor, secretary, judges, 
members of the legislative council, members of the house of representa
tives, justices of the peace, and all other officers civil and military, before 
they enter on the duties of their respective offices, shall take an oath or 
affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, and for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of their office; the governor before a 
jndge of the supreme or a district court of the United States, or a judge 
of the said territory; the secretary and judges before the governor; the 
member,; of the legislative council and house of representatives before a 
jndge of the said territory; and the justices of the peace and all other 
officers before such person as the governor shall appoint and direct 

SEc. 13. And be it .furtlter enacted, That the citizens of the said ter
ritory entitled to vote for representatives to the general assembly thereof, 
shall, at the time of electing their representatives to the said general 
assembly, also elect one delegate from the said territory to the Congress 
of the United States; and the delegate so elected, shall possess the same 
powers, shall have the same privileges and compensation for his attend-
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ance in Congress, and for going to and returning from the same, as 
herf'tofore have bf'en granted to and provided for a delegate from any 
territory of the United States. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the people of the said ter
ritory shall always be ~nti_tl~d to a pr~portionate representation in the 
general assembly; to Judicial proceedmgs according to the common 
law and t~e laws and usages in force in_th_e said territory; to the benefit 
~f the wnt of habeas corpus. In all_ c:1mmal cases the trial shall be by 
Jury of good and ~awful men of the v1cmage. All persons shall be baila
ble unless for capital offences where the proof shall be evident or the 
presumption great. All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or un
usual punishment shall be inflicted. No man shall be deprived of his 
life, liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers and the law of 
the land. If the public exigencies make it necessary for the common 
preservation to take the property of any person, or to demand his parti• 
cular services, full compensation shall be made for the same. No ex 
post facto law or law impairing the obligation of contracts shall be 
made. No law shall be made which shall Jay any person under restraint, 
burthen or disability, on account of his religious opinions, professions 
or mode of worship, in all which he shall be free to maintain his own, 
and not burthened for those of another. Religion, morality and know
ledge being necessary to good government and the happiness of man• 
kind, schools and the means of education shall be encouraged and 
provided for from the public lands of the United States in the said terri
tory, in such manner as Congress may deem expedient. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly shall 
never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by the United States 
in Congress assembled, nor with any regulation Congress may find ne
cessary to make for securing the title in the bona fide purchasers: no 
tax shall ever be imposed on lands the property of the United States. 
The lands of non-resident proprietors shall never be taxed higher than 
those of residents. The Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and the navi
gable waters flowing into them, and the carrying places between the 
same, shall be common highways and forever free to the people of the 
said territory and to the citizens of the United States, without any tax, 
duty or impost therefor. 

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That the laws and regulations in 
force in the territory of Louisiana, at the commencement of this act, and 
not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, shall continue in force until 
altered, modified or repealed by the general assembly. And it is hereby 
declared that this act shall not be construed to vacate the commission of 
any officer in the said territory, acting under the authority of the United 
States, but that every such commission shall be and continue in fu)l 
force as if this act had not been made. And so much of an act, ent1-
tuled "An act further providing for the government of the territory of 
Louisiana" approved on the third day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred :nd five, and so much of an act, entituled "An act for erecting 
Louisiana into two territories and providing for the temporary govern
ment thereof," approved the twenty-sixth of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and four, as is repugnant to this act, shall f_rom and after t~e 
first Monday in December next be repealed. On which first Mond~y m 
December next this act shall commence and have full force: P1·01•ided, 
so much of it as requires the governor of said territory to perform cer
tain duties previous to the said first Monday of December next shall be 
in force from the passage thereo£ 

APPROVED, June 4, 1812. 
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CHAP. XCVTI.-..in .Rei to extend the time for exporting, with privilege if draw
back, goods, wares aria merchandise entitled thereto by law. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in l'ongress assembled, 'l'hat the ti.me during whi<?h 
the act entituled "An act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels rn 
the ports and harbors of the United States for~ limited time," shall con
tinue in force, shall not be computed as makmg part of the term of 
twelve calendar months during which goods, wares or merchandise im
ported into the United 'States, must be re-exported in order to be enti
tled to a drawback of the duties paid on the importation thereof. 

APPROVED, June 10, 1812. 

CHAP, XCVIII.-Jln .Bet supplemental to an act entituled ".!ln ad for dividing 
the Indiana territory into two separate governments." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in CoTl{Jress assembled, That it shall and may be lawful 
for any person or persons in whose favour there now are or hereafter 
may be rendered, any final jud2:ment or judgments, decree or decrees, in 
the general court or court of chancery of the territory aforesaid upon any 
suit or suits, pleas, process or proceedings which were pending in the 
said courts on the first day of March one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, to sue out of the office of the clerk of the general court or court 
of chancery aforesaid, without delay, any writ or writs of execution, upon 
the judcrments or decrees aforesaid, and to cause the said judgments or 
decrees 

0

to be fully executed by the same officers, and in the same man
ner as if the Indiana territory had remained undivided. 

APPROVED, June 10, 1812. 

June 13, 1812. CHAP. XCIX,-.!ln .!let making further provision for settling the clai1M to land 
in the territrr,y if Missouri.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the rights, titles and 

(a) Land titles in Missouri:-
The state of Missou,i was formerly part of the territory, first of France, next of Spain, then of France, 

who ceded it to the United States by the treaty of 1803, in full propriety, sovereignty and dominion, as 
she had acquired and held it; by which this government put itself in place of the former sovereigns, and 
became invested with all their rights, subject to their concomitant obligations to the inhabitants. Both 
were regulated by the law of nations, according to which the rights of property are protected, even in the 
case of a conquered country, and held sacred and inviolable when it is ceded by treaty, with or without 
any stipulation to such effect; and the laws, whether in writing, or evidenced by the usage and customs 
of the conquered or ceded country, continue in force, until altered by the new sovereign. Strother 1'. 
Lucas, 12 Peters, 410. 

No principle can be better established hy the authority of the supreme court, than "that the acts of an 
officer, to whom a public tluty is assigned by his king, within the sphere of that duty, are prima facie 
taken to be within his power." The principles on which it rests, are believed to be too deeply founded 
in law and reason, ever to be successfully assailed. He who would controvert a grant executed by the 
lawful authority, with all the solemnities required by law, takes on himself the burthen of showing that 
the officer has transcended the powers conferred upon him; or that the transaction is tainted with fraud. 
Ibid. 

\Vhere the act of an officer to pass the title to land according to the Spanish law, is done contrary to 
the written order of the king, produced at the trial, without any explanation, it shall be presumed that 
the power has not been exceeded: that the act was done on the motive set out therein; and according 
to some order known to the king and his officers, though not to bis subjects: and courts ought to require 
very full proof, that be bad transcended his powers, before they so detem1ine it. Ibid. 

In favour of long possession and ancient appropriation, every thing which was done shall be presumed 
to have been rightfully done ; and though it does not appear to have been done, the law will presume 
that whatever was necessary has been done. Ibid. 

The stipulations of the treaty ceding Louisiana to the United States, affording that protection or aeen
rity to claims under the !"rench or Spanish government to which the act of Congress refers, are in the 
first, second and third articles. They extended to all property until Louisiana became a member of the 
Union; into which the inhabitants were to be incorporated as soon as possible, "and admitted to all !.he 
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claims, to town or village lots, out lots, common field lots and commons 
in, adj_oining and belonging to th~ several tow_ns or villages of Portag~ 
des Sioux, St. Charles, St. Louis, St. Ferdmand Villago a Robert 
Carondelet, St. Genevieve, New Madrid, New Bou'rbon Little Prairi~ 
and Arkansas, in the territory of Missouri, which lots have been inha-
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rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of the United States." The perfect inviolability and secu
nty of prnperty IS amonl'\ these rights. Delassus v. The United States, 9 Peters, 117. 

The nght of prope:ty 1s prot_ected and •~cured by the treaty, and no principle is better settled in this 
country, than that an mchoate title to la!1ds 1s P:ope~y. This right would have been sacred, independent 
of the treaty. The sovereign who acquires an mhab1ted country, acquires full dominion over it• but this 
dominion i_s never_supposed to divest the vested rights of individuals to property. The language of the 
treaty ced,'?g Lou,srnna, excludes any idea of interfering with private property. Ibid. 

On the 18th of April, 1802, the l)eutenant-gove~nor of Upper Louisiana granted sixteen hundred arpents 
of land nea_r certam rivers named m the grant, wnh d1rect10ns to survey the same in a vacant place of the 
royal domam ; but no sur,:ey was made before the cession of Louisiana to the United States. By the 
Court-:-As the grant contained no description of the land granted, and was not located within the time 
prescribed hy the act ?f Congress·of the 10th _of March, 1804, it comes directly within the point decided 
by the supreme court m the case of John Smith, T., and cannot be confirmed, Wherry v. The United 
States, l O Peters, 338. 

In repeated_ decisions, the su_preme _c?urt have affirmed the authority of local governors, under the 
crown of Spam, to grant land m LouJSJana, before the same was ceded by Spain to France: and the 
court have also affirmed the validity of descriptive grants, though not surveyed before the 11th of March, 
1804, in Missouri, and the 24th of January, 1818, in Florida. Mackey v, The United States, 10 Peters, 
340. 

A grant or concession made by an officer who is by law authorized to make it, carries with it prima 
facie evidence that it is within his powers. No excess of them, or departure from them, is to he pre· 
sumed. He violates his duty by such excess, and is responsible for it. He who alleges that an officer 
entrusted with an important duty has violated his instructions, must show it. Delassus t•. The United 
States, 9 Peters, 117. 

The instructions of governor O•Reilly, relative to granting lands in Louisiana, were considered by ·the 
court, in 8 Peters, 455. These regulations were intended for the general government of subordinate 
officers, and not to control and limit the power of the person from whose will they emanated. The Baron 
De Carondelet must be supposed to have had all the powers which had been vested in Don O'Reilly; and 
a concession ordered by him is as valid as a similar concession directed by governor O•Reilly would have 
been. Ibid. 

A concession of land was made by the lieutenant-governor of Upper Louisiana, at the time when the 
power of granting lands was vested in the governors of provinces. This power was, in 1799, after the 
concession, transferred to the intendant-general; and after this transfer, in January, 1800, the order of 
survey of the land was made by the lieutenant-governor. The validity of the order of !ltlrvey depends 
on the authority of the lieutenant·governor to make it. The lieutenant-governor was also a sub-delegate, 
and as such was empowered to make inchoate grants. The grant was confirmed. Chouteau•s heirs v. 
The United States, 9 Peters, 137. 

The transfer of the power to make concessions of lands belonging to the royal domain of Spain, from 
the governor-genera] to the intendant-general, did not affect the power of the sub-delegate, who made 
this concesston. The order in this case is the foundation of title, and is, according to the act of Con
gress on the subject of confirming titles to lands in Missouri, &c., and the general understanding and 
usage of Louisiana and Missouri, capable of being perfected into a complete title. It is property, capa. 
ble of being alienated, of being subjected to debts, and is, as such, to be held as sacred and inviolate as 
other property. Ibid. 

A concession of one league square of land, in Upper Louisiana, was made by Don _Zenon T_rudeau, the 
lieutenant-governor of that province, to Auguste Chouteau, and a decree made by him d1rect1~g the sur• 
veyor-general of the province to put him in possession of the land, and to survey the same, rn_ order to 
enable Chouteau to solicit a complete title thereto from the governor-general, who by the said decree 
was informed that the circumstances of Chouteau were such ns entitled him to a grant of the land. The land 
was surveyed, and the grantee put in full possession of it on the 20th of December, 1803. H~ retained pos
session of it until his death. The objection to the validity of the concession was, that the pebt10ner ha,:I not 
as many tame cattle as the eighth regulation of governor O•Reilly, governor-general of Lomsiana, ~eqmred. 
That regulation required that the applicant for a grant of a league square of land should make it appear 
that he is possessed of one hundred head of tame cattle some horses and sheep, and two slaves to look 
after them, a proportion which shall always be observed° for the grants, &c. By the Court-" In the •p!rit 
of the decisions which have been heretofore made by the supreme court, and of the acts of confirmation 
passed by Congress, the fact that the applicant possessed the requisite amou~t of property to_ entitle him 
to the land be solicited, was submitted to the officer who decided on the apphcat,on; an~ he 1s not bound 
to prove it to the court, which passes on the validity of the grant. These mcomplete title~ were tra~s
ferable, and the assignee might not possess the means of proving the exact number ~f cattle m possession 
of the petitioner when the concession was made." The grant was ~onfirmed. Ibid, 147. . 

If the court can trust the information received on this subject, neither th~ governor nor the rntendant· 
general has ever refused to perfect an incomplete title granted by a deputy governor or a sub-delegate. 
D~ . .. . 

The regulation made by Don O•Reilly, as to the quantity of land to he granted to an rndmdual, IS not 
that no individual shall receive grants for more than one league square, but that no grant shall exceed a 
league square. The words of the regulation do not forbid differe_nt grants to the same person ; and, so 
for as the court are informed, it has never been so construed, Jbi.d. . . . 

The act of Congress passed 13th June, 1812, confir~ing the titles and cl?1ms of certam towns and~,). 
lages to village lots and commons, gave a title which 1s paramount to a title held under an old Spamsb 
concession confirmed by Congress in 1836. Chouteau v. Eckhart, 2 Howard, 344. 

3R2 
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bited, cultivated, or possessed, prior to the twentieth day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, shall be and the same are hE:reby 
confirmed to the inhabitants of the respective towns or villages aforesaid, 
according to their several right or rights in common thereto: Pr()vi<led, 
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect the rights of 
any persons claiming the same lands, or any part thereof, whose claims 
have been confirmed by the board of commissioners for adjusting and 
settling claims to land in the said territory. And it shall be the duty of 
the principal deputy surveyor for the said territory as soon as may be, to 
survey, or cause to be surveyed and marked, ( where the same has not 
already been done, according to law) the out boundary lines of the said 
several towns or villages so as to include the out lots, common field lots 
and commons, thereto respectively belonging. And he shall make out 
plats of the surveys, which he shall transmit to the surveyor general, who 
shall forward copies of the said plats to the commissioner of the general 
land-office, and to the recorder of land titles; the expense of surveying 
the said out boundary lines shall be paid by the United States out of 
any moneys appropriated for surveying the public lands: Provided, that 
the whole expense shall not exceed three dollars for every mile that shall 
be actually surveyed and marked. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all town or village lots, out 
lots, or common field lots, included in such surveys, which are not 
rightfully owned or claimed by any private individuals, or held as com
mons belonging to such towns or villages, or that the President of the 
United States may not think proper to reserve for military purposes, 
shall be, and the same are hereby reserved for the support of schools in 
the respective towns or villages aforesaid : Provided, that the whole 
quantity of land contained in the lots reserved for the support of schools 
in any one town or village, shall not exceed one twt:ntieth part of the 
whole lands included in the general survey of such town or village. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, Th.at every claim to a donation 
of lands in the said territory, in virtue of settlement and cultivation, 
wh:ch is embraced by the report of the commissioners, transmitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and which by the said report, shall ap
pear not to have been confirmed, merely because permission, by the pro
per Spanish officer, to settle, has not been duly proven; or because the 
tract claimed, although inhabited, was not cultivated on the twentieth 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, or not to have been 
coqfirmed on account of both said causes; the same shall be confirmed, 
in case it shall appear that the tract so claimed was jnhabited by the 
claimant or some one for his use prior to the twentieth day of Decem
ber, one thousand eight hundred and three as aforesaid, and cultivated 
in eight months thereafter, subject, however, to every other limitation 
and restriction prescribed by former laws in respect to such claims; and 
in all cases where it shall appear by the said report or other records of 
the board that claims to land have not been confirmed merely on the 
ground that the claim was for a greater quantity than eight hundred 
arpens, French measure, every such claim to the extent of eight hun
dred arpens, shall be confirmed. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the recorder of land titles 
for the said territory shall, without delay, make an extract from the 
books of the said board of commissioners of all the claims to land which 
are, by the preceding section, directed to be confirmed, a copy of which 
he shall transmit to the commissioner of the general land-office; and he 
shall furnish the principal deputy surveyor with a proper description of 
the tracts so to be confirmed, wherein the quantity, locality, boundaries 
and connexion, when practicable with each othe~, and those tracts that 
have been confirmed by the board of commissioners shall be stated. 
And whenever plats of the surveys as herein after directed, shall have 
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been returned to the said recorder's office, it shall be his duty to issue 
for each trac~ . to be_ confirmed, as aforesaid, to the person entitled 
thereto, a certificate m favour of the party, which shall be transmitted 
to the ~omn:iissioner of t~e genera} l:tnd-office; and if it shall appear to 
th~ satisfaction of the said comm1ss10ner that such certificate has been 
fairly ?btained, according to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
then, m that case, patents shall be granted in like manner as is provided 
by law for the other lands of the United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the principal deputy surveyor 
shall surve.y, or cause to be surveyed, under the direction of the surveyor 
general, so much of the lands in the said territory, to which the Indian 
title has been extinguished, as the President of the United States may 
direct, into townships of six miles square, by lines running due north 
and soi~th, and o~hers cros~ing these at right angles; and also the lands, 
the cla11ns to which are directed to be confirmed, by the third section 
of this act; and the lands, the claims to which have been confirmed by 
the board of commissioners, where the same has not already been sur
veyed under the authority of the United States. And the said principal 
deputy surveyor shall make out a general and connected plat of all the 
surveys directed by this act to be made, or which have already been 
made under the authority of the United States, which he shall transmit 
to the surveyor general, who shall transmit copies of the said plat or 
plats to the recorder of land titles and the commissioner of the general 
land-office. The expense of surveying shall be paid by the United 
States: Provided, the same shall not in the whole exceed three dollars 
a mile for every mile that shall be actually surveyed and marked. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where by reason 
of the indefinite description of the local situation and boundaries of any 
tract, the claim to which has been confirmed by the commissioners, the 
same cannot be ascertained by the principal deputy surveyor, it shall be 
the duty of the recorder of land titles, on the application of the said 
principal deputy, to furnish such precise description thereof, as can be 
obtained from the records in his office, and the books of the said board 
of commissioners; and for the purpose of the more correctly ascertain
ing the locality and boundaries of any such tracts, the said principal 
deputy, shall have free access at all seasonable hours to the books and 
papers in the recorder's office, relating to land claims, and be permitted 
to take copies or such extracts therefrom, or any of them, as he may 
think proper and necessary for the discharge of his duty in executing 
such surveys. And the said recorder shall be allowed twenty-five cents 
for the description of each tract which he shall furnish to the principal 
deputy surveyor as aforesaid. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That every person or persons 
claiming lands in the territory of Missouri, who are actual settlers on 
the lands which they claim, and whose claims have not been heretofore 
filed with the recorder of land titles for the said territory, shall be allowed 
until the first day of December· next, to deliver notices in writing, and 
the written evidences of their claims to the said recorder; and the 
notices and evidences so delivered within the time limited by this act, 
shall be recorded in the same manner, and on payment of the same fees 
as if the same had been delivered before the first day of July, one thou
sand eight hundred and eight; but the rights of such persons as shall 
neglect so doing within the time limited by this act, shall, so far as they 
are derived from or founded on any act of Congress, ever after be 
barred and beco~e void and the evidences of their claims never after 
admitted as evidence i~ any court of the United States, against any 
grant derived from the United States. . 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said recor~er ?f land 
titles, shall have the same powers, and perform the same duties m rela-
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tion to the claims thus filed before the first day of December next, and 
the claims which have been heretofore filed, but not decided on by the 
commissioners, as the board of commissioners had by former laws 
respecting claims filed prior to the first day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, except that all of his decisions shall be subject to the 
revision of Congress. And it shall be the duty of the said recorder to 
make to the commissioner of the general land-office a report of all the 
claims which shall be thus filed before the first day of December next, 
and of the claims which have been already filed but not decided on by 
the said commissioners; together with the substance of the evidence in 
support thereof, with his opinion and such remarks as he may think 
proper, which report together with a li~t of the claims which, in the 
opinion of the said recorder, ought to be confirmed, shall be laid by the 
commissioner of the general land-office before Congress, at their next 
session, for thejr determination thereon. The said recorder in addition 
to his salary as fixed by law, shall be allowed fifty cents for each claim 
which has been filed, but not decided on by the commissioners; or 
which shall be filed according to this act, and on which he shall make 
a decision, whether such decision be in favour of, or against the claim, 
and a further allowance of five hundred dollars, which shall be paid after 
he shall have made his report to the commissioner of ~he general land
office; which allowance of fifty cents for each claim decided on, and 
five hundred dollars on the completion of the business, shall be in full 
compensation for his services, including clerk hire, respecting the claims 
to be decided on according to this act. 

APPROVED, June 13, 1812. 

CHAP. C.-An Act authorizing the remission tf forfeited recngnizance8 within 
the District tf Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatines of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States shall have the power to grant remissions of the forfeitures 
of all recognizances acknowledged and taken or to be acknowledged 
and taken, before any court, judge, justice of t}le peace, or other magis
trate within the District of Columbia, either in the course of any criminal 
prosecution, or for surety of the peace. 

APPROVED, June 17, 1812. 

CHAP. CI.-An Jlct authorizing the cutting and mah"ing a Canal from the river 
Potomac around the west end tf the dam or causeway from Mason's Island, and 

for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <!f Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the common council of 
Alexandria shall have power to appoint one or more agents to Jay out 
and superintend the cutting and making a canal from the river Potomac 
around the west end of the dam or causeway from Mason's island to the 
western shore of the said river, into that arm of said river which passes 
around the western side of said island, in the manner and under the 
restrictions herein after directed; and from the river Potomac along the 
west side of Alexander's peninsula into said river, below the lower end 
of said peninsula, and through any other points of land between Mason's 
island and Alexandria, which may improve the boat naviaation of said 
river; and also that the said common council of Alexandria have power 
to levy a tax upon the real property of the said town, and upon the per
sonal property and the occupations of the citizens thereof, for the purpose 
of defraying the expense of cutting and making said canals, and after-
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ward~ fo~ conti~uing the san:e in good _repair; and for constructing and 
kei;pmg m repair, ~ud atten~mg at all tunes during high water the guard 
gates or lock, herem after dm·ct'ed to be constructed in the canal autho
rized t~ ?e cut as aforesaid ~round th_e west end of the causeway from 
Mason s island, and of erectmg the bndges herein after meutioned and 
for keepi11g the same in repair. ' 

SEC. 2 .. And be it furtlier enacted, _T~at it shall and may be lawful 
for the said agent or agents or_ a ~aJonty of them to agree with the 
owners of any land through which either of the said canals is intended 
to pass, for· the purchase thereof, and in case of disagreement, or in case 
the own~r t~ereof shall_ be _a ferne covert, under age, non compos, or out 
of the district, on application to one of the judrres of the circuit court 
of the District of Columbia, the said judge ~hall issue his warrant 
directed to the marshal of the district, to summon and empannel twelve 
able and discreet freeholder~ of the vicinage, noways related to either 
pa_rty, to me_et on some certam place on the ground through which the 
said canal 1s proposed to be conducted, and on a certain day to be 
expressed in the warrant, of which reasonable notice shall be given by 
the marshal to the proprietors or tenants of said ground; and the marshal 
upon receiving the said warrant shall forthwith summon the said jury, 
and when met shall administer an oath or affirmation to every juryman, 
that he will faithfully, justly, and impartially value the land not exceed
ing the width of thirty feet, and all damages the owner thereof will sus
tain by cutting the canal through such land,according to the best of his 
skill and judgment; and the inquisition thereupon taken, shall be signed 
by the marshal and the jurymen present, and returned by the marshal to 
the clerk of the court of the county of Alexandria to be by him recorded; 
and upon every such valuation the jury is hereby directed to describe 
and ascertain the bounds of the land by them valued, a'1d their valuation 
shall be conclusive on all persons, and shall be paid by the agent or 
agents to the owner of the land, or his or her legal representatives; and 
on payment thereof, said canal may be cut and made through said lands, 
and said described land and canal shall become an open highway for 
ever: Provided, they nor the waters of the said canals or either of them 
shall not be used for any other purpose than navigation, but by the con
sent of the owner of the lands through which said canal may pass. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the canal authorized to be 
cut as aforesaid around the west end of the causeway, and not nearer 
than one hundred feet to the land end of the lower side of the wharf, 
formerly used as a ferry wharf, from Mason's island, shall commence at 
some point on the western shore of the Potomac river, above a high rock 
situated about thirty yards above the said causeway, th~nce to proce_ed, 
leaving the said high rock between said canal and the river, and passrng: 
at a distance of at least twenty feet from the original walls of said cause
way, shall enter said river at the distance of at least twenty and not ex
ceeding one hundred yards below said ca~seway; that said canal shall 
not be narrower than twelve feet, nor wider than twenty feet at the 
bottom, and shall not contain less than two feet, nor more than four feet 
water in depth at common low tide, and shall be sub~tantially _walled 
with stone on both sides throughout; and if on excavatmg the site for 
the said canal at the proper depth, it does not prove to be a b~ttom of 
solid rock, then the same shall be securely paved at bottom with heavy 
flat stone,well laid,for the whole or such part as may not be a bott?m 
of natural rock. And the said canal shall be further secured by wmg 
walls and puddle on the river side to prevent the water. from_ under. 
mining the causeway walls. There shall also be _erected m. said canal 
for the protection of said causeway, during the times of h1g~ freshes, 
two substantial guard gates, as high as the parapet wall of said cause.
way, one at least twenty feet above said causeway, and the other at a 
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suitable distance below said causeway, which gates shall be connected 
by walls with said parapet wall, and of equal height, so as to form a 
complete lock, to be firmly secured at bottom, and with the usual appa
ratus for opening and shutting the same, to facilitate the passage of 
boats; and it shall be the duty of the said common council of Alexan
dria to provide, that always during the times of high freshes aforesaid, 
a careful person shall attend said gates to keep them shut, at which 
times they shall never be opened except for the passage of boats, and 
for ever to keep the said lock and the said canal, in all its walls, wings, 
pavements, gates, and other parts in complete repair; and if the said 
causeway should at any time be injured in consequence of the said com
mon council having failed to take the precautionary measures aforesaid, 
and to keep every part of the work done by them in good repair, the said 
common council shall be liable to the corporation of.Georgetown for itll 
damages said corporation may sustain by such injury, to be assessed by 
a jury in an action on the case, to be brought by said corporation against 
said common Council, and it shall also be the duty of the said common 
council of Alexandria to erect over said canal, where it shall cross the 
turnpike road which leads from said causeway to Alexandria, a substan
tial stone bridge, at least twenty feet wide, and to keep the same always 
in repair. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any other of the said canals 
shall be cut across any public highway, that a good and sufficient bridge 
shall in such j)lace be made over the canal at least twenty feet wide, and 
kept in constant repair by the said common council of Alexandria. 

SEc. 5. And be it furthrr enacted, That the aforesaid canal af'Jund 
the west end of the causewav aforesaid, shall be commenced within two 
years, and shall be completed in the manner herein before provided, 
within five years from this time, otherwise the authority herein given to 
cut said canal shall cease and determine. 

SEc. 6. And be it fui·tltcr enacted, That in case of the death, re
moval, or refusal to act, of any agent, the common council of Alexan
dria shall appoint another, and shall, from time to time, supply vacancies 
that may occur, and that in all cases a majority of the agents shall be 
sufficient to act. . 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
boat or boats to pass the said canal around the western end of the said 
causeway, until the commissioners, or a majority of them herein after 
named, shall have certified under their hands, that according to the best 
of their skill and judgments, the said canal is located and cut, and the 
walls, wings, lock, and gates are erected and the pavement laid, and the 
whole work executed and completed, in every respect conformably to the 
directions, true intent and meaning of this act; and until the certificate 
signed as aforesaid shall be returned and filed in the office of the court 
of the county of Alexandria. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the common 
council of Alexandria shall notify the President of the United States, 
that the said canal round the western end of the causeway aforesaid is 
completed, and ready for the view and inspection of the commissioners, 
then it shall and may be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby required to appoint without delay three disinterested 
and skilful persons as commissioners, to go upon, view and inspect the 
canal and premises last aforesaid, and thereupon, if in their judgments, 
and not otherwise, the said canal be in all respects executed and com
pleted as herein directed, to certify the same and cause their certificate 
to be returned and filed iu manner aforesaid. And that the said com
missioners for so doing shall be entitled to a reasonable compensation, 
to be paid by the common council of Alexandria. 

SEc. 9. And be it ji1rther enacted, That the earth or other materials 
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taken from the bed of the said canal, shall not be deposited to the injury 
of the owners of the lands through which the said canal may pass. 

APPROVED, June 17, 1812. 

CHAP, ClI.-.lln .8ct declaring War between the UnitcdKingdom <f Great Bdtain 
and Ireland and t!,e dependencies there<(, and the United Stales <f .8merica and 
their territories. 

Be it enr,icted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congre,;s assembled, That war be and the same is 
hereby declared to exist between the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and the United States of 
America and their territories; and that the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to use the whole land and naval force of the United 
States to carry the same into effect, and to issue to private armed vessels 
of the United States commissions or letters of marque and general re
prisal, in such form as he shall think proper, and under the seal of the 
United States, against the vessels, goods, and effects of the government 
of the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the sub
jects thereof. 

APPROVED, June 18, 1812. 

CHAP, CVI.-.8n .8ct to amend the laws within the District <f Columbia.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and Hrmse of Rtpresentati1:es of tlie United 
States of America in Congress asstmbled, That all promissory notes for 
the payment of money hereafter drawn and endorsed or transferred 
within the county of Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, shall be 
governed by, and subject to, the same laws as are now in force and ap
plicable to such notes, drawn, endorsed or transferred within the county 
of Washington, in the said district; and the rights, remedies and respon
sibility of the person or persons hereafter holding, drawing, endorsi11g 
or transferring any such promissory note, as aforesaid, shall be the same 
within the county of Alexandria as they now are within the said county 
of Washington; and all laws now in force within the said county of 
Alexandria, contrary to this provision, are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
creditor of any insolverrt debtor, who shall hereafter apply for relief 
under the act of CongrEss, passed on the third day of March, one thou
sand eight hundred and three, entitnled "An act for the relief of insolvent 
debtors within the District of Columbia," to make the same allegations 
in writing, at any time before the oatJ-i of insolvency shall be adminis
tered, as are now permitted by the seventh section of said act, which 
allegation shall be made before the judge by whom the oath of insol
vency is proposed to be administered, and a copy of the same, together 
with a notification from such judge of the time and place at which the 
truth of such allegation is to be tried, shall be forthwith served on such 
insolvent, and any one judge of the said district shall have the same 
power and authority to examine the debtor or any other person, on oath, 
touchino- the substance of the said allegation, or to direct an issue or 
issues t;; be tried before him, in a summary way, to determine the truth 
of the same, as are now vested in the court of the said district by the 
seventh section of the said act; and if upon the answer to the said inter
rogatories, or upon the trial of the issue or issues, such debtor shall be 
found guilty of any fraud or deceit towards his ~redit?rs, or _of ~aving 
lost by gaming within twelve months next preced111g his apphcatwn for 

?'o5 

Ownen ofland 
not to be injur
ed, &c. 

STATUTE I. 

June 18, 1812. 

[Obsolete.] 

War declared. 

President au. 
thorized to em. 
ploy the land 
and naval forces 
to carry on the 
war. 

STATUTE I. 

June 24, 1812, 

Promissory 
notes snhject to 
same laws in 
Alexanrlria and 
Washington, 
&c. 

Creditors of 
insolvent debt. 
ors may make 
allegations be. 
fore oath of in. 
solvency. 

Act of March 
3, 1803, ch. 31, 

One judge may 
examine the 
debtor. 

(a) See notes to an act concerning the District of Columbia, February 27, 1801, chap. 15, vol, ii, toi. 



'756 

Debtors un. 
der ccrtaiQ cir
cumstances pre
cluclerl from the 
benefit of the in
solvent act. 

False swear. 
ing declared to 
be wilful and 
corrupt perjury, 
&c. 

Benefit of 
prison walls not 
111lowed to any 
debtor for more 
than one year. 

Marshal to re. 
commit to close 
confinement. 

Real estate in 
the county of 
Alexandria sub
ject to the pay
ment of debts. 

\Vrits to run 
from one county 
to another. 

But returna. 
ble to the court 
whence they is
oued. 

Interest to be 
allowed on 
judgments. 

Damages pay. 
able on dissolu
tion of injunc
tion, &c. 

TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEs!!. I. Ca. 106. 1812. 

relief, more than three hundred dollars, or of having within that time 
assigned or conveyed any part of his property, rights or credits, with an 
intent to give a preference to any creditor or cre<litqrs or any surety, he 
shall not be permitted to take the said oath, and shall be precluded from 
any benefit under the said act; and in case any such debtor, or any 
other person, shall at any time thereafter be convicted of swearing or 
affirming wilfully and corruptly to any matter or thing touching the 
inquiry aforrsaid, the person so offending shall suffer as in the case of 
wilful and corrupt perjury; and upon such conviction of the debtor or 
any other person testifying for him, such debtor shall be forever pre
cluded from any benefit under the said act; but nothing herein con
tained shall be considered as in any manner impairing or repealing the 
provisions of the seventh section of the said act. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the benefit of the prison 
rules shall not be allowed to any debtor, hereafter taken or charged in 
execution within the said district, for more than one year from \he date 
of the bond given by him or her for keeping within the said rules; after 
the expiration of which time, if the person so taken or charged in exe
cution shall not be discharged by due course of law, it shall be the duty 
of the marshal or other officer to whose custody such person was com
mitted, to recommit him or her to close jail and collfinement, there to 
remain until the debt for which he or 1,he was taken or charged in exe
cution shall be paid, or until he or she shall be discharged under the act 
of Congress for the relief of insolvent debtors within the district of 
Columbia. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That real estate in the county of 
Alexandria shall be subject to the payment of debts hereafter contracted, 
in the same manner, to the s,ime extent and by the same process, as 
real estate in the county of Washington is subject to the payment of 
debts by the laws now in force in the said county of Washington, the 
operation of which Jaw3 is hereby extended to real estate in the said 
county of Alexandria for the satisfaction of debts hereafter contracted. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That on any judgment or decree 
rendered or hereafter to be rendered by the said court in either of the 
sai'd counties, any writ of execution which shall thereupon issue, may 
be served and carried into effect in either county in which the person or 
property, liable to the said judgment or decree may. be found; but the 
writ of execution shall be returnable only to the court wherein such 
judgment or decree was rendered and from whence it issued : and such 
execution shall have the same force and effect as if it had issued from 
the county where such person or his property may be found. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enactPd, That upon all judgments rendered 
on the common law side of the circuit court of said district in actions 
found<>d on contracts, interest at the rate of six per centum per annum 
shall be awarded on the principal sum due until the said judgment shall 
be satisfied, and the amount which is to bear interest and the time from 
which it is to be paid shall be ascertained by the verdict of the jury 
sworn in the cause. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That when any injunction shall 
hereafter be obtained to stay proceedings on any judgment rendered for 
money in the circuit court of the said district, and such injunction shall 
be dissolved wholly or in part, damages, at the rate of ten per centum 
per annum from the time the injunction shall be awarded until dissolu
tion, shall be paid by the party on whose behalf such injunction was 
obtained on such sum as appears to be due, including costs, and execu
tion on the judgment enjoined shall be issued for the same; and in cases 
where a forthcoming bond shall have been executed by the complain
ant, and no judgment shall have been rendered thereupon, the court in 
which execution shall be awarded shall direct the said damages to be 



TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Ca.106. 1812. 

included in the judgment, which damages shall in all cases be in full 
satisfaction of interest for the time for which they shall be allowed: 
Provided, that when the injunction shall be granted to obtain a dis
covery,. or any p~rt of_ the Judgment shall remain enjoined, the court 
may, 1f 1t ap~ear JUst, direct that such damages shall not be paid,or only 
such proportion thereof as they may deem expedient. 

SEc. 8. An~ ~e it further enacted, That in any civil suit or action at 
law, or any cnmrnal or penal prosecution by information or indictment 
~ow depe~ding or hereafter to be commenced, the court, upon a sugges
t10n m wntmg by any of the parties thereto supported by oath or affirma
tion, th~t a fair _and_ i.mpartia~ trial cannot be had in the county where 
such smt or action 1s dependmg, may order the same suit or action to be 
removed into the court holden in the other county in the said district• 
~nd the same ~hall_ be prosecuted and tried according to law, and th; 
Judgment earned mto full effect; and it shall be the duty of the clerk 
of the one county to transm\t to the clerk of the other county, a copy 
of the record of the proceedmgs, and all the original papers filed in his 
office in the suit or action; and in like manner in any criminal or penal 
prosecution aforesaid, by information or indictment, if the attorney for 
the U ni'.ed _States for the district of Columbia shall suggest in writing, 
under his signature, to the court of the county, before whom any such 
information or indictment is or may be depending, that the United 
States cannot have a fair and impartial trial in such county, the court 
may order the trial to be prosecuted and had in the other county, for 
which purpose the proceedings and all original papers filed in said cause 
shall be transmitted to the court of such other county, where the same 
shall be tried and prosecuted to final judgment and execution. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That hereafter it shall be lawful 
for any inhabitant or inhabitants in either of the said counties owning 
and possessing any slave or slaves therein, to remove the same from one 
county into the other, and to exercise freely and fully all the rights of 
property in and over the said slave or slaves therein, which would be 
exercised over him, her, or them, in the county from whence the removal 
was made, any thing in any legislative act in force at this time in either 
of the said counties, to the contrary notwithstanding. (a) 

(a) Slavery in the District of Columbia:-
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The plaintiffs in error filed a petition for freedom in the circuit court of the United States for the county 
of Washington, and they proved that they were born in the state of Virginia, as slaves of Richard B. 
Lee, now deceased, who m,_oved with his family into the county of Washington, in the District of Colum· 
bia, about the year 1816, leaving the petitioners residing in Virginia as his slaves, until the year 1820, 
when the petitioner Barbar:i was removed to the county of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, where 
she was hired to Mrs. Muir, and continued with her thus hired for the period of one year. That the pc• 
titioner, Sam, was in like manner removed to the county of Alexandria, and was hired to General Walter 
Jones, for a period of about five or six months. That after the expiration of the said periods of hiring, 
the petitioners were removed to the said county of ,vashington, where they continued to reside as the 
slaves of the said Richard B. Lee until his death, and since, as the slaves of his widow, the defendant. 
On the part of the defendant in error, a preliminary objection was made to the jurisdiction of the supreme 
court, growing out of the act of Congress of the 2d of April, 1816, which declares that no cause shall be 
removed from the circuit conrt for the District of Columbia, to the supreme court, by appeal or wnt of 
error, unless the matter in dispute shall he of the value of one thousand dollars, or upwaids. By the 
Court-The matter in dispute in this case, is the freedom of the petitioners. The judgment of the court 
below is against their claims to freedom ; the matter in dispute, is, therefore, to the plaintiffs in error, 
the nlue of their freedom, and this is not susceptible of a pecuniary valuation. Had the judgment been 
in favour of the petitioners, and the writ of error brought by the party claiming to be the owner, the value 
of the slaves.as property, would have been the matter in dispute, and affidavits ~ight ?e _admitted to 
ascertain such value. But affirlavits, estimating the value of freedom, are entirely rnadm1ss1ble, and no 
doubt is entertained of the jurisdiction of the court. Lee v. Lee, 8 Peters, 44. . . 

The circuit court refused to instruct the jury that if they should believe, from the evidence, that bring
ing the petitioners from Virginia to Alexandria, by their owner, and hiring them there, was merely colour• 
able with intent to evade the law, that then the petitioners a.re entitled to their freedom. By the 
Mar~land law, of 1796, it was declared, that it shall not be lawful t~ import_ or bring into this state, by 
land or water, any negro, mulatto, or other slave, for sale, or to reside w,tbm this state; and any person 
brought into this state as a slave, contrary to this act, if a slave before, shall thereupon cease to be the 
property of the person so importing, and shall he free. And by the act of Congres~ of the 27th of Feb· 
ruary, 1801, it is provided, that the laws of the state of Maryland, as they then existed, should be, and 
continue in force in that part of the district which was ceded by that state to the Umted States. The 
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SEc. IO. And be it furtlier enacted, That in paying the debts of any 
deceased person, the executor or administrator, who shall hereafter 
qualify and obtain letters testamentary or of admiuistration in the 
orphans' court in the county of Alexandria, shall observe the following 
rules; funeral expenses shall be first paid, next judgments and decrees 
against the deceased obtained in his lifetime in the said district shall be 
wholly discharged before any other claims; after such funeral expenses, 
judgments and decrees within the said district shall be satisfied, all 
other just claims shall be admitted to payment on an equal footing, with
out priority or preference, and in equal proportion; if there be not suf
ficient to discharge all such judgments and decrees, a proportionable 
dividend shall be made among the judgment and decree creditors afore
said. In no case shall an executor or administrator aforesaid, be allowed 
to retain for his own claim against the deceased, unless the same be 
passed by the prphans' court, and when passed it shall stand on an equal 
footing with other claims of like nature; and it shall be the duty of 
every executor- or administrator aforesaid to give in a claim against him
self, and no executor or administrator shall discharge any claim against 
the deceased, otherwise than at his own risk, unless the same shall be 
first passed by the orphans' court granting the administration. 

8Ec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
person or persons to whom letters testamentary or of administration hath 
been or may hereafter be granted by the proper authority in any of the 
United States or the territories thereof, to maintain any suit or action 
and to prosecute and recover any claim in the district of Columbia, in 
the same manner as if the letters testamentary or of administration had 
been granted to such person or persons by the proper authority in the 
said district; and the letters testamentary or of administration, or a 
copy thereof, certified under the seal of the authority granting the same, 
shall be sufficient evidence to prove the granting thereof, and that the 
person or persons, as the case may be, hath or hare administration. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That instead of the sessions as 
heretofore by law directed, the courts for the county of Alexandria shall, 
after this act goes into operation, commence on the third Monday in 
April, and on the fourth Monday in November in every year; and all 
cases, motions, process, causes, matters and 'things pending in or re
turnable to the sessions as heretofore fixed by law, shall be continued 
and returned respectively to the sessions of the said court hereby ap
pointed to be holden. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
constables of I he county of Washington in the district of Columbia, upon 
a capias ad satisfaciendum issuing out of the clerk's office of the said 

Maryland law of 1796 is, therefore, in force in the county of Washington; and the petitioners, if brought 
directly from the state _of Virginia into the county of \Vashington, would, under the provisions of that 
law, be entitled to their freedom. By the act of Congress of the 24th of June, 1Sl2, it was declared, 
"that hereafter it shall be lawful for any inhabitant or inhabitants, in either of the said counties, (\Vasb• 
ington and Alexandria,) owning and possessing any slave or slaves therein, to remove the same from one 
county into the other, and to exercise, freely and fully, all the rights of propertv, in and over the said 
slave or slaves therein, w~ich would be exercised over him, her, or them, in the ·county from whence the 
removal was made." Ibid. 

The court erred in refusin!s to give th_e fourth instruction prayed on the part of the petitioner, which 
asked that it should be submitted to th~ _Jury whether, from the evidence. the bringing of the petitioners 
from \ 1rginia to Alexandria, and the hmng them there, was not merelv colourable with intent to evade 
the law. Ibid. ' ' 

A ~vife having separated herself from her husband, for ill-treatment hy him, applied to the county court 
of Pn_nce George, Maryland, for alimony, which was allowed to her, pendente lite. Th~ husband gave 
the wife a female negro slave, and some other property, in discharge of the alimony. She removed to 
Washington, hired out the slave, and afterwards, in consideration of a sum of monev and for other con• 
siderations, s_he manumitted, by deed, the slave, and her two infant children, the eldest not three years 
old. Some Ume after the arrangement between t~e husband and wife, a final separation took place be
tween the?1, by _a Ye_rbal agreement; ea.ch to re_tam "the property each h:id, and to be quits for ever," 
and the w,fe relm<]uished all fur~her claim for ahm,ony. After the death of the wife, the husband claimed 
the female and her children as hrs slaves. Held, that they were free by virtue of the deed of manumis
sion ex.ecuted by the w;fe. Wa!lihgsford v. Allen, 10 Peter•, 583. 
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county, in conformity with the provisions of the act entituled "An act 
conc_erni~g the district of Columbia," to take the defendant into custody, 
on h1~ failure to p~y the debt and cos!s in such capias ad satisfaciendum 
~ent10ned! forthwith, u~on the application of the plaintiff, to deliver 
mto the prison of the said county such defendant, to be held in the said 
prison by the marshal of the district of Columbia until he shall be 
released by due course of law. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the said marshal shall he 
entitled to the same fee for commitment and releasement of said debtor 
committed as aforesaid, and the same allowance for his maintenance 
and to be paid iu the same manner, as are already provided by law. ' 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That upon a fieri facias issuing 
out of the office of the clerk of the county of Washington, upon the 
judgment of a magistrate, the plaintiff upon such fieri facias shall be 
entitled to have his execution against the goods and chattels, lands and 
tenements, rights and credits of the defendant. 

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That this act shall commence and 
be in force from and after the first day of September next. 

APPROVED, June 24, 1812. 

CHAP, CVII,-.1,1n Act concerning Letters ef Marque, Prizes, and Prize 
Goods. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States shall be, and he is hereby authorize<l and empowered to 
revoke and annul at pleasure all letters of marque and reprisal which he 
shall or may at any time grant pursuant to an act entituled "An act 
declaring war between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire
land and the dependencies thereof, and the United States of America 
and their territories." 

S1cc. 2. And be it furtlicr enacted, That all persons applying for let
ten, of marque and reprisal, pursuant to the act aforesaid, shall state in 
writing the name and a suitable description of the tonnage and force of 
the vessel; and the name and place of residence of each owner con
cerned therein, and the intended number of the crew; which statement 
shall be signed by the person or persons making such appli0ation, and 
filed with the Secretary of State, or shall be ?elivered to any oth_er 
officer or person who shall be employed to deliver out such commis-
sions, to be by him transmitted to the Secretary of State. . . 

SEc. 3. And be it .further e,;zactecl, That before any comm1ss10n of 
letters of marque and reprisal shall be issued as aforesaid, the owner or 
owners of the ship or vessel for which the same shall be requested, and 
the commander thereof for the time being, shall give bond to the United 
States, with at least tl~o responsible sureties, not interested in such 
vessel, in the penal sum of five thousand dollars; or if su?h vessel be 
provided with more than one hun<lred and fifty men, then m the penal 
sum of ten thousand dollars· with condition that the owners, officers, 
and crew, who shall be empl~yed on board such ,cqmmissioned vessel, 
shall and will observe the treaties and laws of the Umted States, and the 
instructions which shall be given them according to law f?r. th_e reg~la
tion of their conduct; and will satisfy all damages and mJunes which 
shall be done or committed contrary to the tenor thereof by such vessel, 
during her commission, and to deliver up the same when revoked by the 
President of the United States. 

SEc. 4. Ancl be it further enacted, That all captures and prizes of 
vessels and property, shall be forfeited and shall accrue to the owners, 
officers and crews of the vessels by whom such captures and prizes shall 
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be made; and on due condemnation had, shall be distributed according 
to any written agreement which shall be made between them; and if 
there be no such agreement, then one moiety to the owners, and the 
other moiety to the officers and crew, to be distributed between the 
officers and crew as nearly as may be, according to the rules prescribed 
for the distribution of prize money, by the act entituled "An act for the 
better government of the navy of the United States," passed the twenty
third day of April, one thousand eight hundred.(a) 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all vessels, goods and effects, 
the property of any citizen of the United States, or of persons resident 
within and under the protection of the United States, or of persons per
manently resident within and under the protection of any foreign prince, 
government or state, in amity with the United States, which shall have 
been captured by the enemy and which shall be recaptured by vessels 
commissioned as aforesaid, shall be restored to the lawful owners, upon 
payment by them respectively, of a just and reasonable salvage, to be 
determined by the mutual agreement of the parties concerned, or by the 
decree of any court having competent jurisdiction, according to the 
nature of each case, agreeably to the provisions heretofore established 
by law. And such salvage shall be distributed among the owners, 
officers and crews of the vessels commissioned as aforesaid, and making 
such recaptures according to any written agreement which shall be 
between them; and in case of no such agreement, then in the same 
manner and upon the principles herein before provided in case of cap
ture.( b) 

(a) The prize act of June 26th, 1812, chap. 107, operates as a grant from the United States to the cap
tors, of all property rightfully captured by commissioned privateers, as prize of war. The Sally, 8 Crancb, 
382; 3 Cond. Rep. 177. 

Prize money must be distributed according to some written agreement of the parties, otherwise it is 
distributable according to the 4th sec. of the prize act of the 26th of June, 1812, chap. 107. A parol 
agreement as to distribution is void. Tbe Dash, 1 Mason's C. C. R. 4. 

If the shipping articles omit to state the shares, to which some of the officers and crew are entitled, 
they are still entitled to claim their shares under the prize act. Ibid. 

A parol assignment of a share in prizes is void. Ibid. 
All captures, made by non ·commissioned captors, are made for the government : and since the provi

sions in the prize acts as to the distribution of prize proceeds, are confined to public and private armed 
vessels, cruising under regular commissions; the only claim which can be sustained by such non.com
missioned captors must be in the nature of salvage, for bringing in and preserving the property. The Dos 
Hermanos, 10 Wheat. 306; 6 Cond. Rep. 109. 

The commander of a squadron, to whose command a ship of war is attached, and under whose orders 
she sails, is entitled to the flag-twentieth of all prizes maue by such ship, although the other part of the 
squadron may never have sailed on the cruise, in consequence of a blockade by a superior force. Deea. 
tur v. Chew, 1 Gailis. C. C. R. 506. 

To deprive such commander of his flag-twentieth, on account of his having left his station, under the 
sixth section of the act of April 23d, 1800, chap. 33, it is indispensable that some local station should 
have been assigned him. Ibid. 

\Vhere n.o grant is made, all captures made under the authority of the executive, inure to the use of 
the government. The Emulous, 1 Gallis. C. C. R. 563. 

As between public ships, the rule for the distribution of prizes is settled by the seventh article of the 
sixth section in the act of April 23d, 1800, chap. 33, which pro,·ides that, in cases of joint capture, the 
capturing ships shall share "according to the number of men and guns on board each ship in sight." The 
Despatch, 2 Gallis. C. C. R. 1. 

As to privateers, no statute regulation exisL~, and therefore their claims are settled by the general Jaw 
of relative strength, which is to be measured by the number of men on board each ship. Ibid. 

(b) Salvage in Prize Causes.--On a recapture of a vessel by a neutral vessel, no claim for salvage can 
arise, for the recapture was a hostile act, not justified by the situation of the n:ition to which the recap
turing vessel belongs, in relation to that from the possession of ,'\-·hich the vessel re.captured was taken~ 
The degree of service rendered in such a case, is precisely the same as if it had been rendered by a bel
ligerent; yet, the rights accruing from the recapture are different, because no right can accrue from an 
act which was unlawful. Talbot v. Seeman, l Cranch, I; 1 Cond. Rep. 229. 

When a belligerent permits her cruisers to capture neutral vessels, and carry them in for adjudication, 
and thus subjects such vessels to perils, almost equal to those of absolute capture, salvaue for a recapture 
of such a neutral vessel will be allowed. Ibid. 

0 

American property recaptured, was restored on payment of sah-age; the libel having prayed a condem
nation as prize, and no salvage havmg been cla,med. The question of salvage is incident to the qt:1estion 
of prize. The Adeline, 9 Cranch, 244; 3 Cond. Rep. 397. 

A merchant ship, the property of subjects of tlie king of Great Britain, was captured on the high seas 
hy a French squadron, a pnze master and crew put on board of her, and she remained in company with 
the captors upwards of twenty-four hours, when •hff was l~~ by the prize master and the crew; r,equent 
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SEC. 6: And be it furtlter enacted, T~at before bre~king bulk of any 
vessel which shall be captured as aforesaid, or other disposal or conver
sion thereof, or of any articles which shall be found on board the same 
such capt~red vessel, go~ds or effects, shall be brought into some port 
of the United States, or mto some port of a nation in amity with the 
United States, and shall be proceeded against, before a competent tri
bunal; and after condemnation and forf~itu_re thereof, shall belong to 
the owners and captors thereof, and be distributed as aforesaid : and in 
th_e ~ase of ~]I _ca~tu_red vessels, go~ds and effects which shall be brought 
w1thm the JUnsd1ction of the Umted States, the district courts of the 
United States shall have exclusive original cocrnizance thereof as in 
cil'il causes of ad_miralty and maritime jurisdicti;n; and the said ~ourts, 
or the courts, bemg courts of the United States, into which such cases 
shall be removed, and in which they shall be finally decided, shall and 
may decree restitution, in whole or in part, when the capture shall have 
been made without just cause. And if made without probable cause or 
otherwise unreasonably, may order and decree damages and costs to ~he 
party injured, and for which the' owners and commanders of the vessels 
making such captures, and also the vessels, shall be liable. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all prisoners found on board 
any captured vessels, or on board any recaptured vessel, shall be reported 
to the collector of the port in the United States in which they shall first 
arrive, and shall be delivered into the custody of the marshal of the dis
trict or some civil or military officer of the United States, or of any state 
in or near such port, who shall t_ake charge of their safe keeping and 
support, at the expense of the U 111ted States. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to establish and order suit
able instructions for the better governing and directing the conduct of 
the vessels, so commissioned, their officers and crews, copies of which 
shall be delivered, by the collector of the customs, to the commanders 
when they shall give bond as aforesaid. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That a bounty shall be paid by the 
United States of twenty dollars for each person on board any armed 
ship or vessel, belonging to the enemy, at the commencement of an 
engagement, which shall be burnt, sunk or destroyed, by any vessel 
commissioned as aforesaid, which shall be of equal or inferior force, the 
same to be divided as in other cases of prize money. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the commanding officer of 
every vessel having a commission, or letters of marque and reprisal, 
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ineffectual attempts having been made to sP-t her on fire. She was found deserted and abandoned, by nn 
American vessel, bound on a European voyage, and by the mate and part of the crew brought into Bos
ton. A claim was made to her by the British consul for the original owners, and by the French ?onsul 
for the captors. Salvage, amounting to one third of the gross proceeds of the sales of the ship and 
cargo, were decreed to the owners, masters and crew of the American ship; and the residue of the pro
ceeds were ordered to be paid to the French republic, or those concerned in the capture. M•Donough v. 
Danery, and the Ship Mary Ford, 3 Dall. 188; 1 Cond. ,Rep. 94. 

One half ol' the whole value of an American vessel and cargo, recaptured by a vessel of war of the 
United States, after she had been captured by a French privateer, on the 31st of March, 1799, was allowed 
as salvage. Bas, Plaintiff in Error v. Tingy, 4 Dall. 37; l Cond. Rep. 221. . 

An American vessel was captured by the enemy, and after condemnat,on and sale to a subJec! of the 
enemy, was recaptured by an American privateer. Held, that the original owner was not entitled to 
restitution on payment of salvage, under the salvage act of the 3d of March, 1800, chap. 14, and the 
prize act of 26th June, 1812, chap. 107. The Star, 3 Wheat. 78; 4 Cond. Rep. 198. . 

In order to entitle to salvage, as upon a recapture or rescue, the property ~ust have been m the pos
session, either actual or constructive, of the enemy. The Ann Green,_! Galhs._C. C.R. 274,289. 

Salvage allowed upon a recapture of a ransomed ship, the ransom bill declarmg th~t t~e sum _agreed 
upon therein. should be payable only upon the arrival of the vessel at her port of destmation, which sho 
never reached. The Harriet, Bee's D. C.R. 128, . 

In case of a recapture by a public vessel of war, the salvage can h? ascertamed only by a sale of the 
property, unless both parties consent to an appraisement. The Dolphin, Bee's D. _C. R. 152. 

Salvage i~ not due for rescuing the vessel of a neutral out of the ~ands of a belligerent, who has taken 
possession for a supposed violation of a treaty or of the law of nations. The Antelope, Bee's D. C, R, 
.233. 

V 01 .. II.-96 3 a 2 
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during the present hostilities between the United States and Great Bri
tain, shall keep a regular journal, containing a true and exact account 
of his daily transactions and proceedings with such vessel and the crew 
thereof; the ports and places he shall put into or cast anchor in; the 
time of his stay there and the cause thereof; the prizes he shall take; 
the nature and probable value of such prizes; the times arid places, 
when and where taken, and how and in what manner he shall dispose 
of the same; the ships or vessels he shall fall in with; the times and 
places, when and where he shall meet with them, and his observations 
and remarks thereon; also, of whatever else shall occur to him or any 
of his offi~ers or mariners, or be discovered and found out by examina
tion or conference with any mariners or passengers of, or in any other 
ships and vessels, or by any other ways or means whatsoever, touching 
or concerninO' the fleets, vessels and forces of the enemy, their posts and 
places of stat~on and destination, strength, numbers, intents and designs: 
and such commanding officer shall, immediately on his arrival in any 
port of the United States or the territories thereof, from or during the 
continuance of any voyage or cruise, produce his commission for such 
vessel, and deliver up such journal so kept as aforesaid, signed with his 
proper name and handwriting, to the collector or other chief officer of 
the customs, at or nearest to such port; the truth of which journal shall 
be verified by the oath of the commanding officer for the time being, 
and such collector or other chief officer of the customs shall, immediately 
on the arrival of such vessel, order the proper officer of the customs to 
go on board and take an account of the officers and men, the number 
and nature of the guns, and whatever else shall occur to him, on exami
nation, material to be known ; and no such vessel shall be permitted to 
sail out of port again, after such arrival, until such journal shall have 
been delivered up, and a certificate obtained under the hand of such 
collector or other chief officer of the customs, that she is manned and 
armed according to her commission; and upon delivery of such certi
ficate, any former certificate of a like nature, which shall ha\·e been 
obtained by the commander of such vessel, shall be delivered up. 

SEc. 11. And be it further macted, That captains and commanders 
of vessels having letters of marque and reprisal, in case of falling in with 
any of the vessels of war or revenue of the United States, shall produce 
to the commanding officer of such vessels their journals, commissions 
and certificates as aforesaid; and the commanding officers of such ships 
of war or revenue, shall make, respectively, a memorandum in such 
journal of the day on which it was so produced to him, and shall sub
scribe his name to it: and in case such vessel, having letters of marque 
as aforesaid, shall put into any foreign port where there is an American 
consul or other public agent of the United States, the commander shall 
produce his journal, commission and certificate aforesaid, to such consul 
or agent, who may go on board and number the officers and crew and 
examine the guns, and if the same shall not correspond with the com
mission and certificate respectively, such consul or agent shall forthwith 
communicate the same to the Secretary of the Navy. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the commanders of ressels 
having letters of marque and reprisal as aforesaid, neglecting to keep a 
journal as aforesaid, or wilfully making fraudulent entries therein, or 
obliterating any material transactions therein, where the interest of the 
United States is in any manner concerned, or refusing to produce such 
journal, commission or certificate, pursuant to the preceding section of 
this act, then and in snch cases, the commissions or letters of marque 
and reprisal of such vessels, shall be liable to be revoked; and such com
manders, respectively shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of one 
thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the use of the United States, and 
the other to the informer. 
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SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the owners or commanders 
of vessels having letters of marque and reprisal as aforesaid, who shall 
violate any of the acts of Congress for the collection of the revenue of 
the United States and for the prevention of smuggling, shall forfeit the 
commissjon or letters of marque and reprisal, and they and the vessels 
owned or commanded by them, shall be liable to all the penalties and 
forfeitures attaching to merchant vessels in like cases. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much of any act or acts 
as prohibits the importation of goo<ls, wares and merchandise, of the 
growth, produce and manufacture of the dominions, colonies and 
dependencies of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and .Ireland, or 
of goods, wares and merchandise imported from the dominions, colonies, 
and dependencies. of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
be, and the same 1s hereby repealed, so far as the same may prohibit the 
importation or introduction into the United States and their territories 
of such goods, wares and merchandise as may be captured from the 
enemy and made good and lawful prize of war, either by vessels having 
letters of marque and reprisal or by the vessels of war and revenue of 
the United States. And all such goods, wares and merchandise, when 
imported or brought into the United States or their territories, shall pay 
the same duties, to be secured and collected in the same manner and 
under the same regulations, as the like goods, wares and merchandise, if 
imported in vessels of the U uited States from any foreign port or place, 
in the ordinary course of trade, are now or may at the time be liable to 
pay. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That all offences committed by 
any officer or seaman on board any such vessel, having lettns of marque 
and reprisal, during the present hostilities against Great Britain, shall 
be tried and punished in such manner as the like offences are o.r may 
be tried and punished when committed by any person belonging to the 
public ships of war of the United States: Provided alwa.11s, that all 
offonders who shall be accused of such crimes as are cognizable by a 
court martial, shall be confined on board the vessel in which such 
offence is allege<l to have been committed, until her arrival at some port 
in the United States or their territories; or until she shall meet with one 
or more of the public armed vessels of the United States abroad, the 
officers whereof shall be sufficient to make a court martial for the trial 
of the accused; and upon application made, by the commander of such 
vessel, on board of which the offence is alleged to have been committed, 
to the Secretary of the Navy, or to the commander or senior officer of 
the ship or ships of war of the United States abroad as aforesaid, the Secre
tary of the Navy, or such commander or officer, is hereby authorized to 
order a court martial of the officers of the navy of the United States, for 
the trial of the accused, who shall be tried by the said court. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That an act, entituled "An act 
laying an embargo on all the ships and vessels in the ports and harbors 
of the United States for a limited time," passed the fourth day of April, 
one thousand eiO'ht hundred and twelve; and an act, entituled "An act 
to prohibit the e;portation of specie, goods, wares and merchandise, for 
a limited time," passed April fourteenth, one thousan~ eight h~n~red 
and twelve, so far as they relate to ships and vessels havmg comm1ss10ns 
or letters of marque and reprisal, or sailing under the same, be, and 
they hereby are respectively repealed. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That two per centum on the net 
amount (after deducting all charges and expenditures) of the prize money 
arising from captured vessels and cargoes, and on the_ net amount of 
the ealvage of vessels and cargoes recaptured by_ the private armed ves
sels of the United States shall be secured and paid over to the collector 
or other chief officer of 'the customs at the port or place in the United 
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State::;, 11,t which such captured or recaptured vessels may arrive; or to 
the consul or other public agent of the United States residing at the 
port or plac~, not within the United States, at which such cap,tured or 
recaptured vessels may arrive. And the monies arising therefrom, •shall 
be held 11,nd hereby is pledged by the government of the United States 
as a fond for the support and maintenance of the widows and orphans 
of such persons as may be slain; and for the support and maintenance 
of sqch persons as may be wounded and disabled on board of the private 
armed vessels of the United State~, in any engagement with the enemy, 
to be assigned and distributed in such manner as shall hereafter by law 
be provided. 

APPROVED, June ~6, 1812. 

CHAl'. CVIIl.-.lJ.n .IJ.ct far the mare peifect arganizatio11 qf the .Brmy of the 
United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the infantry of the army 
of the United States shall consist of twenty-five regiments, and that a 
regiment shall consist of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, 
one adjutant, one paymaster, one quartermaster, one surgeon, two sur
geon's mates, one sergeant major, one quartermaster's sergeant, two 
principal musicians, and ten companies. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each company shall consist 
of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one ensign, 
four sergeants, six corporals, two musicians, and ninety privates. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That to the regiment of cavalry, 
authorized by the act passed January eleventh, one thousand eight hun
dred and twelve, entituled "An act to r;lise an additional military force," 
there shall be added one riding master; and to the regiment of light 
dragoons, authorized by the act passed April twelfth, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, entituled "An act to raise, for a limited time, an ad
ditional military force," one surgeon's mate. 

SEc. 4. And be itfurth,er enacted, That each troop of cavalry or light 
dragoons shall consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second 
lieutenant, one cornet, four sergeants, six corporals, two musicians, one 
master of the sword, one saddler, one farrier, one blacksmith, and sixty
four privates, and the pay and emolument of a master of the sword shall 
be the same as those of a riding master, and the pay and emolument 
of a blacksmith shall be the same as those of a farrier. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, 'fhat the military establishment 
authorized by law previous to the twelfth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, and the additional military force raised by vir
tue of the act of the twelfth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, be and the same are hereby incorporated, and that from and after 
the passing of this act the promotions shall be made through the lines 
of artillerists, light artillery, dragoons, riflemen and infantry respective
ly, according to established rule. 

APPROVED, June 26, 1812. 

CHA~. C~X.-.!ln_J!ct to tMcer~ain the western boundary of the tract reserved/or 
satisf.1/zng the mzhtar.11 bountze.t allowed to the qffi.cers and soldiers of the V,;'rginia 
Line on Cantin~nlal Establishment. 

J.Je it enacted by the Renate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
Uni_ted States shall be, and he is hereby authorized by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint three commissioners on the 
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pa!t of the United States,. to. a~t with :;1uch <;om~i~sioners as may be ap
pomted by the state of V1rgm1a, and the comm1ss1oners thus appointed 
shall. have full powe_r and authority ~o ascertll,in, survey and mark, ac
cording to the true mtent and meanmg of the condition, touching the 
military r~servatiQn, in the deed of cession from t~e state of Virginia 
to the United States, of the land northwest of the nver Ohio the west
wardly boundary line of said reservation between the Little Miami and 
Sci.oto river:i. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
by the United States shall meet at X:enia in the state of Ohio, on the 
fifth day of ~ctob~r next, for the pur_pose of ascerta!ning the said line, 
unless otherwise directed by the President of the Umted States; and in 
case they shall not be met by commissioners appointed on the part of 
the state of Virginia, within six days after the said fifth day of October 
next, the commissioners appointed on the part of the United States shall 
proceed to ascertain, survey and distinctly mark the said boundary line, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the said act of cession; in 
measuring the said line, whether accompanied by the commissioners on 
the part of Virginia or not, or in case of disagreement, they shall note 
the intersections, if any, of said line with any surveys heretofore autho
rized by the United States, all water courses, the quality of the land over 
which the line passes and any other matter which in their opinion re
quires notice. The said commissioners shall make a plat of said line, 
its intersections, with notes and references, which shall be signed and 
returned by the said commissioners to the commissioner of the general 
land-office, accompanied by a written report, on or before the fifth day 
of January next, unless the time of meeting shall have been prolonged 
by the President of the United States, who shall lay copies of the same 
before both houses of Congress at their next session. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners aforesaid 
shall have power to engage a skilful surveyor, who shall employ chain 
carriers and a marker, and shall he allowed four dollars for every mile 
actually surveyed and marked under direction of the said commissioners, 
in performance of the duties assigned them; and the commissioners ap
pointed on the part of the United States shall each receive five dollars 
for each day he shall be necessarily employed in performance of the 
duties required of them by this act, which compensation to the surveyor 
and commissioners shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated by law. 

SEc. 4. And be it furt/1er enacted, That until the westwardly bound
ary line of the said reservation shall be finally established by the agree
ment and consent of the United States and the state of Virginia, the 
boundary line designated by an act of Co-tigress passed on the 23d day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, shall be considered and 
held as the proper boundary line of the aforesaid reservation. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of State to transmit an authenticated copy of this act to the 
governor of Virginia within twenty days after its passage. 

APPROVED, June 26, 1812. 

CHAP. CX.-Jln ./let confirming claims to lands in tlie Mississippi territory, 
founded on warrants of survey granted by the Britis!t or Spanish govern
ment. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate anrl House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembl~d,. That eve~y person,. a~d . th~ 
legal representative of every person cla1mmg lands m the M1ss1ss1pp1 

(a) See notes to the act of March 3, 1803, chap. 27, 
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territory by virtue of a British or Spanish warrant or order of survey, 
granted prior to the twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five, who were on that day actually resident in the 
said territory, and whose claims have been regularly filed with the proper 
register of tht;) land-office east and west of Pearl river, according to law, 
and reported to Congress, agreeably to the fourth section of the act enti
tuled "An act concerning the sale of the lands of the United States, and 
for other purposes," passed on the thirty-first day of March, one thou
sand eight hundred and eight, be and they are hereby confirmed in their 
rights to land so claimed. And the register and receiver of public 
monies for the district within which the lands may lie, are authorized 
and required to make out to such claimant or claimants, entitled thereto 
by the provisions of this act, a certificate of confirmation, for each of 
which certificates the register and receiver shall each receive one dollar, 
directed to the commissioner of the general land-office; and if it shall 
appear to the satisfaction of the said commissioner that such certificates 
have been fairly obtaiued, according to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, then and in that case patents shall be granted in like manner as 
is provided by law for the other lands of the United States: Provided, 
that no person shall be entitled to the benefit of this act who shall not 
appear by the report made to Congress as aforesaid or by the records of 
the boards of commissioners for the said territory to have been a re~i
dent of said territory on the twenty-seventh day of October one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five; nor shall any person be entitled to the 
benefit thereof who has received a donation grant from the United States: 
Provided also, that not more than six hundred and forty acres shall by 
virtue of this act be granted to any one claim. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed to affect the decisions of the courts of justice in the 
said territory, heretofore made respecting the claims, or any part thereof, 
embraced by the preceding section, or to prevent a judicial decision be
tween the holder of a British patent, legally and folly executed and 
recorded with the register of the land-office east or west of Pearl river, 
and the persons whose claims are confirmed by the preceding section 
where such claims interfere. 

APPROVED, June 30, 1812. 

June 30, 1812. CHAP, CXI.-An .Bet to authorize the issuing of Treasury Noles.(a) 

[Obsolete.] Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause treasury notes 

(a.) Treasury notes, Acts which have been passed relating to the issue and reimbursement of Treasury 
notes:-

An act to authorize the issuing of treasury notes, June 30, 1812, chap. 111. 
An act authorizing the issuing of treasury notes for the service of the year 1813, February 25, 1813, 

chap. 27. 
An act to authorize the issuing of treasury note.s for the service of the year 1814, March 4, 1814, 

chap. 18. 
An act supplemental to the act authorizing a loan for the several sums of twenty-five millions of dol

lars, and thrne millions of dollars, December 26, 1814, chap. 17. 
An act to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding eighteen million five hundred and fifty-two dollars, 

March 3, 1815, chap. 86, sec. 7. . 
An act to authorize the payment in certain cases on account of treasury notes which have been lost or 

destroyed, February 4, 1819, chap. 13. 
An act to a.uthorize the issuing of treasury notes, October 12, 1837, chap. 2. 
An act add1t10nsl to the act on the subject of treasury notes, March 31, 1840, chap. 5. 
An act to authorize the issuing of treasury notes, February 15, 1841, chap. 4. 
An act to authorize an issue of treasury notes, January 31, 1842, chap. 2. 
An act. for the extension of the loan of one thousand eight hundred and forty.one, and for an addition 

of five m1lhon of dollars on treasury notes due, April 15, 1842, chap. 14. 
An act to limit the sale of public stock at par, and to authorize the issue of treasury notes in lieu 

thereof, August 31, 1842, chap. 287. 
A_n_act aut~orizin!l'. the re-issuing of treasut'y notes, and for other purposes, March 3, 1843, chap. 81. 
C1nl and d1plomattc appropriation act of June 17, 1844, 
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for such sum or sums as he_ n:iay think expedient, but not exceeding in 
the whole the sum of five m1ll1ons of dollars, to be prepared signed and 
issued in the manner herein after provided. ' 

SE~. 2. And be it furt!ier enacted, That the said treasury notes shall 
be reunbursed by the Umted States_, at such places, respec•ively, as may 
be expressed o_n the face of the said notes, one year, respectively, after 
the day on which the same shall have been issued: from which day of 
issue they shall bear interest, at the rate of five and two-fifths per centum 
a year, payable to the o_w~er and owners of such notes, at the treasury, 
?r by th~ proper comm1ss10ner o~ loans, at the places and times respect
ively designated on the face of said notes for the payment of principal. 

SEc. 3. _And b~ it fur_ther enacted, That t~e said treasury notes shall 
be respectively signed, m behalf of the Umted States, by persons to 
be appointed for that purpose by the President of the United States: two 
of which persons shall sign each note, and shall each receive, as a com
pensation for that service, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
for every hundred notes thus signed by them respectively; and the said 
notes shall likewise be countersigned by the commissioner of loans for 
that state where the notes may respectively be made payable. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Presi
dent of the United States, to cause to be issued such portion of the said 
treasury notes as the President ma, think expedient in payment of sup
plies, or debts due by the United States, to such public creditors, or 
other persons, as may choose to receive such notes in payment, as afore
said, at par: and the Secretary of the Treasury is further authorized, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States, to borrow, 
from time to time, not under par, such sums as the. President may think 
expedient, on the credit of such notes. And it shall be a good execu
tion of this provision to pay such notes to such bank or banks as will 
receive the same at par and give credit to the treasurer o( the United 
States for the amount thereof, on.the day on which the said notes shall 
thus be issued and paid to such bank or banks respectively. 

SEc. 5. And bP-it further enacted, That the said treasury notes shall be 
transferable by delivery and assignment endorsed thereon by the person to 
whose order the same shall, on the face thereof, have been made payable. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said treasury notes, 
wherever made payable, shall be every where received in payment of all 
duties and taxes laid by the authority of the United States, and of all 
public lands sold by the said authority. On every such payment, credit 
shaJl be given for the amount of both the principal and the interest 
which, on the day of such payment, may appear due on the note or notes 
thus given in payment. And the said interest shall, on such payments, 
be computed at the rate of one cent and one half of a cent per day on 
every hundred dollars of principal, and each month shall be computed 
as containing thirty days. . 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person makmg payment 
to the United States in the said treasury notes into the hands of any col
lector, receiver of public monies, or other public officer or ~gent, shall, 
on books kept according to such forms as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, give duplicate certificates of the number and 
respective amount of principal and interest of each and ~very treasu'.y 
note thus paid by such person; and every collector, receiver. of public 
monies, or other public officer, or agent, who shall thus receive anr of 
the said treasury notes in payment, shall, on payment _of the_ same mto 
the l:reasury, or into one of the banks where t~e ~ubhc momes a'.e, or 
may be deposited, receive credit both for the pnnc1pal and for the ~nter
est computed as aforesaid which on the day of such last ment10ned, 
payment, shall appear clue 'on the ~ote or notes thus paid in. And he 
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shall be charged .t'or the interest accrued on such note or notes from the 
day on which the same shall have been received by him in payment, as 
aforesaid, to the day on which the same shall be paid by him as afore
said: Provided always, that no such charge or deduction shall be made 
with respect to any bank into which payments as afotesaid may be made 
to the United States, either by individuals or by collectors, receivers or 
other public officers or agents, and which shall receive the same as 
specie, and give credit to the treasutet of the United States for the 
amount thereof, including the interest accrued and due on such notes 
on the day on which the same shall have been thus paid into such bank 
on account of the United States. 

S.ec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
sinking fund be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to cause 
to be reimbursed and paid the principal and interest of the treasury notes 
which may be issued by virtue of this act, at the several time and times 
when the same, according to the provisions of this act, should be thus 
reimbursed and paid. And the said commissioners are further authorized 
to make purchases of the said notes, in the same manner as of other evi
dences of the public debt, and at a price not exceeding par, for the 
amount of the principal and interest due at the time of purchase on such 
notes. So much of the funds constituting the annual appropriation of 
eight millions of dollars, for the principal and interest of the public debt 
of the United States, as may be wanted for that purpose, after satisfying 
the sums necessary for the payment of the interest and such part of the 
principal of the said debt a,s the United States are now pledged annually 
to pay and reimburse, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the pay
ment of the interest, and for the reimbursement or purchase of the prin
cipal of the said notes. And so much of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated as may be necessary for that purpose, is hereby 
appropriated for making up any deficiency in the funds thus pledged and 
appropriated for paying the principal and interest as aforesaid. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That a sum of twenty thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise ap
propriated, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for defraying the 
expense of preparing, printing, engraving, signing, and otherwise inci
dent to the issuing of the treasury notes authorized by this act. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 
forged or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely making, 
forging or counterfeiting any note in imitation of or purporting to be a 
treasury note aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to be 
falsely altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely altering any treasury 
note issued as aforesaid; or shall pass, utter or publish, or attempt to 
pass, utter or publish, as true, any false, forged or counterfeited note, 
purporting to be a treasury note as aforesaid, knowing the same to be 
falsely forged or counterfeited; or shall pass, utter or publish, or attempt 
to pass, utter or publish, as true, any falsely altered treasury note, issued 
as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely altered; every such person 
shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and, being thereof con
victed by due coun;e of law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned and 
kept to hard labour for a period not less than thrE'e years nor more than 
ten years, and be fined in a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

APPROVED, June 30, 1812. 

CHAP. CXIT.-.8n Jlct for imposing additional duties upon all goods, wares, and 
merchandise imported from any foreign port or place, and for other purpose11. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congre.~.~ assembled, That an additional duty of one 
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hundred per centum upon the pe~ma~ent duties now imposed by law, 
upon goods, wares and merchandise imported into the United States 
shall be levied and collected upon all goods, wares and merchandise' 
which shall, from and after the passing of this act, be imported into th~ 
United States from any foreign port or place. 

SEc. 2. And be it further ena~ted,: That an addiJion of ten per centum 
shall be made to the several duties imposed by this act, in respect to all 
such _goods, wa_res and ~erch~ndise, as shall, from and after the passing 
of this act, he rn1ported rn ships or vessels not of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That on all ships or vessels be
longing wholly or in part to the subjects of foreign powers, which shall 
be entered in the United States, or the territories thereof, there shall be 
paid an additional duty at the rate of one dollar and fifty cents per ton. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the additional duties laid by 
this act shall be levied and collected in the same manner, and under the 
same regulations and allowances, as to drawbacks, mode of security, 
and time of payment respectively, as are prescribed by law in relation 
to the duties now in force, on the articles on which the said additional 
duties are laid by this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force so long as the United States shall be engaged in war with Great 
Britain, and until the expiration of one year after the conclusion of 
peace, and no longer : Providetl however, that the additional duties 
laid by this act shall be collected on all such goods, wares and merchan
dise, as shall have been previously imported. 

APPROVED, July I, 1812. 

CHAP. CXIII.-.9n .!Jct supplementary to an act entituled ".IJn act more effectually 
to provide for the organization rf tlte 11Iilitia rf the IJistrict if Columbia," 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HfJUse ef Rtpresentativcs of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pas
sage of this act, the muster of each legion, required to be held by the 
act to which this is a supplement, in each year, may be held in either 
the month of October or November, as the commanding officer of the 
brigade may appoint. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the eleventh sec
tion of the act to which this is a supplement, as requires that there shall 
be a muster of each troop of cavalry and company of militia compre
hending the companies made up by voluntary enrolment, in the months 
of July, August and November, and all the twenty-second section of the 
said act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further· enacted, That the battalion cou~ts of 
inquiry, mentioned in the eighth section of said act, shall be held Ill the 
months only of July and November in each year; and the legionary 
courts of inquiry, mentioned in the said section, shall be respectively 
held in not less than ten nor more than twenty days after each battalion 
court of inquiry: Provided lwwe1Je1·, that the comman_ding officer of 
each legion shall be and is hereby empowered to appomt and convene 
legionary courts extraordinary, which may exercise all or any of the 
powers, and perform all or any of the duties, of the ordinary legionary 
courts of inquiry, except the power of assessing fines incurred by the 
officers of the legion, for any delinquency or neglect of duty, other than 
failing to attend such legionary courts extraordinary. 

SEc. 4. And be it Jurtlier enacted, That all fines to be assessed under 
the authority of the act last aforesaid, shall be certified by the cl~rks of 
the legionary and battalion courts of inquiry respectively, by which the 
same shall be assessed, to the marshal of the district of Columbia, and 
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so certified, shall be delivered to the marshal within fifteen days after 
the sitting of the court empowered finally to determine, and he shall 
give a receipt therefor. The said marshal shall forthwith proceed to col
lect the said fines, and (should any person fail to make payment when 
called on) to levy the amount with costs by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the delinquent; which costs and manner of proceeding 
shall be the same as in other cases of distresses. And where there are 
no goods or chattels to be found whereof to levy the said fiues·, the mar
shal shall commit such delinquent to jail, and hold him in close confine
ment during the term of twenty-four hours, for each and every fine by 
him payable ( unless the same shall be sooner paid) in the same manner 
as other persons condemned to fine and imprisonment at the suit of the 
United States may be committed; and the marshal shall account for all 
the fines, and pay such as have been by him levied, to the paymaster of 
the legion, from which he shall have received the certified lists, within 
six months after said lists may have been delivered to him respectively, 
deducting from the amount so to be paid, twelve and an half per centum 
as a compensation for his trouble; and,in case of failure, the same shall 
be recovered by motion in the circuit court of the district of Columbia, 
in either county of said district, in the name of the paymaster of said 
legion, with twelve and an half per centum damages, and legal interest 
on the amount from the time it ought to have been paid, and costs of 
suit: Provided, the marshal shall have had ten days' notice of such mo
tion. And should it happen in any case, during the pendency of pro
ceedings and before payment is made by the marshal, that the paymaster 
in whose name the proceedings are going on, should be removed from 
his office or station, it shall not abate or in any manner interrupt or affect 
the proceedings, but the name of the succeeding paymaster may be sub
stituted until the proceedings are formally closed. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That where any fine or fines shall 
have been collected or imposed, the delinquent shall be at liberty, at any 
time within twelve months after such imposition, to apply to any of the 
legionary courts to return or remit the same, and the court is hereby 
empowered to make such order in the case as may seem to them or a 
majority of them, to be right and just. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That squadron courts of inquiry, 
for the squadron of cavalry within the district of Columbia, shall be 
separately held within the said district; but whenever a legionary court 
of inquiry, as heretofore by law directed, shall be held, the cavalry 
within the limits of the legion for which such court- may be held shall 
be within and subject to its jurisdiction and authority; and the com
manding officers of the squadron and companies of cavalry, shall be 
members of such legionary court for the legion within which they shall 
respectively reside: Provided however, that when the cavalry shall have 
been established or formed into a separate legion, there shall be separate 
legionary courts held by and for them, at some place within the district; 
both the squadron and legionary courts of cavalry to be respectively for 
similar purposes, to be appointed and constituted in a similar manner, 
and to be subject to the same rules and regulations as the battalion and 
legionary courts authorized and directed by the act to which this is a 
supplement. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all orders in relation to the 
procuring or wearing of such uniform and equipments, or either of them, 
as shall have been previously determined on, which shall be issued and 
communicated by the brigadier general to the officers of the brigade, or 
any of them, shall be forthwith obeyed; and for every disobedience of 
any such order, the delinquent shall be subject to the penalty or fine 
prescribed in the twenty-seventh section of the said act to which this is 
a supplement, besides being subject to arrest. 
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SEc. 8. A~d be it furthr.r enacted, That the arms and other equip
ments be!ongrng to an officer, non-commissioned officer or private be 
exempt from taxation or execution. ' 

APPROVED, July 1, 1812. 

CHAP. CXV.-.lln .9.ct to facilitate the transfer ef the stock created und{'.r an act 
passed on the tenth ef November, one thousand eight !ttmdred and three. 

Be it enacted ~y t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the stock created under 
the act, entitled "An act authorizing the creation of a stock to the 
amount of eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the convention of the thirtieth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States 
of America and the French Republic, and making provision for the 
payment of the same," from and after the passing of this act shall be 
tran.,ferable in the same manner as the other stocks of the United States 
are or shall be transferable from the books of the treasury to the books 
of any commissioner, and from the books of one commissioner to those 
of another commissioner or to those of the treasury. 

APPROVED, July 1, 1812. 

CHAP, 'OXVIl.-.1111 .9.ct conferring certain powers on the Levy Court for the 
county ef W asltington, in the District ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That th_e board of commis
i;:ioners or levy court for the county of Washington, in the district of 
Columbia, be, and hereby are empowered to erect and maintain a peni
tentiary, to be erected in such place as the mayor, aldermen and com
mon council of the city of Washington shall designate. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the board of commissioners 
or levy court for the said county be vested with full power to lay out, 
straighten and l"epair public _roads within the said county, except within 
the corporate limits of the city of Washington and Georgetown, under 
the conditions herein after prescribed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said board or levy court 
be empowered to lay out and mark roads through any such part of the 
said county: Provided, they shall not exceed one hundred feet in width, 
and shall not pass through any building, garden or yard, without the 
consent of the owner; and a reasonable compensation, if required by 
the owner, shall be made for the land thus marked and laid out, which 
shall be fixed in the following manner: On laying out and marking any 
road, six weeks' notice thereof shall be given in some public pri1_1t, pub
lished in the county. In case any owner of land, through ~h1~h the 
said road passes, shall require compensation therefor, he shall w1thm two 
weeks thereafter apply to the levy court, who may agree with him for 
the purchase thereof; and in case of disagreement, or in case the owner 
shall be a feme covert, under age, or non compos, or out of the county, 
on application to any justice o(the county, to be made within two weeks 
after the expiration of the aforesaid two weeks, the said jus~ice_ shall 
is8ue his warrant, under his hand, to the marshal of the d,1stnct of 
Columbia commissionirw him to summon twelve freeholders, inhabit-

' i:, • • 

ants of the county, not related to the said owner, nor m any mann~r 
interested, to meet on the land to be valued at a day to be expressed Ill 
the warrant, of which ten days' notice shall be given by the m~rshal to 
the levy court, and to the owner of the said land, or left at his, or her 
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place of abode, or given to his or her gnardian,ifaninfant,odf onto( 
the county, by publishing notice thereof, for six weeks in some public 
print of the county; and the marshal, on receiving the said warrant, 
shall summon the said jury, and when met, shall administer an oath or 
affirmation to every juryman, who shall swear or affirm, as the case may 
be, that he will justly, faithfully, and impartially, value the land, and 
all damages the owner thereto will sustain by the road passing through 
the same, having regard to all circllmstances of convenience, benefit or 
disadvantage, according to the best of his skill and judgment; and the 
inquisition thereupon taken shall be signed by ,the marshal and seven or 
more of the said jury, and shall be conclusive; and the same shall be 
returned to the clerk of the county, to be by him recorded at the expense 
of the levy court; and the valuation expressed in such inquisition shall 
be paid by the said levy collrt to the owner of the land, or his legal repre
sentative, before the levy court proceed to open the said road: in case 
no such application shall be made within the aforesaid periods, the land 
thus appropriated shall be adjudged to be conclusively condemned, and 
no compensation be hereafter required therefor. 

fSEc, 4. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners 
or levy court, as soon as they shall have laid out, marked and opened 
a road, and complied with the foregoing provisions, shall return the 
courses, bounds and plat thereof to the clerk of the county, to be by 
him recorded at the expense of the said court; and the said road, so 
laid out and returned, as aforesaid, shall be thereafter taken, held and 
adjudged, a public road and common highway. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all cases, where stone, 
gravel or other material, shall be necessary for making or repairing a 
road, the levy court may agree with the owner for the purchase t_hereof. 
or with the owner of the land on which the same may be, for the pur
chase of the said land; and in case of disagreement, or in case the 
owner should be a feme covert, under age, or non compos, or out of the 
county, on application to a justice of the county, may proceed, in all 
respects, in the same manner for condemning the said materials for the 
use of said road, as in like cases where lands are directed to be taken 
and condemned as aforesaid, for making the said road: and the said 
parties respectively, sjiall have the same benefit and advantage of the 
said proceedings as they have under, and in virtue of the said provision 
for condemning land herein before mentioned. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if a road shall be carried 
through any fields of ground in actual cultivation, such fields shall not 
be laid open, or used as a public road, until after the usual time of 
taking off crops then growing thereon. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall alter or 
change, or in any manner obstruct or encroach on a public road, or cut, 
destroy, deface or remove any mile stones set up on said road, or put or 
place any rubbish, dirt, logs, or make any pit or hole therein, such per
son miry be indicted in the circnit court for the district of Columbia, 
and being convicted thereof shall be fined or imprisoned in the discre
tion of the court, according to the nature of the offence. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners 
or levy court may, for the aforesaid and all other general county pur
poses, annually lay a tax on all the real and personal property in the said 
county, except within the limits of the city of Washington, any existing 
law to the contrary notwithstanding, not exceeding twenty-five cents in 
the hundred dollars value of said property, for the collection, safe keep
ing and disbursement of which they are hereby empowered to appoint 
the necessary officers, and to use all the means now in force and necee
,eary for the a6sessment and collection of taxes in the said county, and 
to insure a due and regular accountability for the same, and all existing 
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'laws, so far as they vest in the said levy court a power to Jay taxes, shall 
be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners 
or levy court shall be, and hereby are released from any obliaation to 
provi~e for the support of the poor. of any oth~r _part of the ~unty of 
:1/ ashmgton, ot~er than that part without the limits of the city of Wash
ington, to provide for whom they are hereby authorized to lay and col
lect a special tax, to be imposed on said part of the county. 

SEC. IO. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners 
or levy court of the county ?f Was~ington: shall be hereafter _composed 
of seven member~, to be des1gnat~d immediately after the passmg of this 
act, by the President of the Umted States, from among the existina 
magistrates of the county, and annually afterwards on the first Monday 
in May, that is to say, there shall be two members designated from 
among the magistrates residing in that part of the county lying eastward 
of Rock creek, and without the limits of the city of Washington; two 
from among the magistrates residing in that part of the. county lying 
westward of Rock creek, and without the limits of Georgetmvn; and 
three from among t.he magistrates residing within the limits of George
town. A majority of the members so designated shall constitute a 
quorum to do business. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the general county expenses 
an~ charges, other than for the expenses of roads and bridges out of the 
limits of Washington and Georgetown, respectively, shall be borne and 
defrayed by the said city of Washington, and the other parts of the 
county equally, that is to say; one moiety of said expenses and charges 
shall be borne by the city, and paid over to whomsoever the board of 
commissioners or levy court may appoint as treasurer of the court; and 
the other moiety, by the other parts of the county: which said general 
expenses shall be ascertained annually by the said board of commission
ers or levy court and the corporation of the said city. And in case of 
any difference of opinion as to what are or may be properly called gene
ral expenses, and applicable to the whole county, agreeably to the pro
visions of this and other acts relating to the subject, it shall be the duty 
of the circuit court for the said county, upon joint application, or upon 
the application of either party, and due notice to the other party; to 
inquire, determine and settle in a summary way the matter in difference. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the two bridges over Rock 
creek, immediately between the city of Washington and Georgetown, 
s·hall be kept in repair and rebuilt, in like manner. as at present, at the 
joint expense and cost of the said city and Georgetown; and the sums 
required for such repairs or rebuildings shall from time to time be ascer
tained by the said board of commissioners or levy court for the county, 
and the amount required from each corporation shall be paid over, after 
sixty days' notice, to the treasurer of the county. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
at any time hereafter for the corporation of the city of Washington, and 
the corporation of Georgetown, jointly or separately, and at their joint 
or separate expense, as the case may be, to erect a permanent bridge 
across Rock creek, and between the two places, at such sites as the cor
poration first choosing to build shall determine and fix upon; and if it 
should be necessary to obtain private property on which to fix either or 
both the abutments of the said permanent bridge or bridges, or for other 
purposes connected with the work, the said corporation so choosing to 
build shall have power to agree with the owner or owners for the pur
chase of such property ; and in case of disagreement, or in case the 
owner shall be a feme covert, under age or non compos, or out of the 
county, the mayor of the said corporation shall thereupon s~mmon a 
jury to be composed of twelve freeholders, inhabitants of the sn1d county, 
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not related to the said owner, nor in any manner interested, who shall 
meet on the ground to be valued, at a day to be expressed by the mayor 
in the said summons, of which ten days' notice shall be given by the 
mayor to the owner or owners of the said ground, or left at his, her or 
their place of abode, or given to his, her or their guardian; if an infant, 
or if out of the county, by publishing notice thereof for six weeks in 
some newspaper printed in the county, and when the jury shall have 
met pursuant to the aforesaid summons, each juryman shall swear or 
affirm, that he will justly, faithfully and impartially value all the ground 
held as private property and intended and required to be used or occu
pied by reason of the contemplated erection of the permanent bridge, 
and the amount of damages the proprietor or proprietors of said ground 
will sustain (taking into view at the same time the benefits which the 
said proprietor or proprietors will derive from the erection of the said 
bridge) according to the best of his skill and judgment. And the inquisi
tion and valuation thereupon taken, shall be signed by the mayor and seven 
or more of the said jury, and shall be binding and conclusive upon all 
parties concerned ; and the same shall be transmitted to the clerk of the 
county, to be hy him recorded: and the valuation expressed in the afore
said inquisition shall be paid or tendered to the owner or owners of the 
ground so condemned, or his or their legal representatives, by the cor
poration intending to build such bridge, within thirty days after such 
valuation shall have been made, and before any work is commenced on 
the grounds, so valued. 

APPROVED, July I, 1812. 

CHAP. C X VIII.-.Rn .llct giving validity to the sale of certain tracts of. Public 
Lands sold in the western District of the territory of Orleans, now state of 
Louisiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives <!f the United 
States <!f America in Congress assembled, That the sale of the several 
tracts of public lands sold in the month of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, at the public sales held under the superintendence 
of the register of the land-office, and the principal deputy surveyor of 
the western distr_ict of the territory of Orleans ( now state of Louisiana,) 
be, and the same is hereby made good and valid, to all intents and pur
poses, any Jaw to the contrary notwithstanding: and the purchasers of 
the said tracts shall severally, on completing the payment of the purchase 
money, according to law, be entitled to receive a patent or patents for the 
lands so purchased and paid for, as in case of other lands sold by the 
U1_1ited States; the first instalment of the purchase money shall be con
sidered as due and payable at ten days after the receiver of public monies, 
for the distdct within which the lands lie, shall have entered on the dis
charge of the duties of his office. 

APPROVED, July 1, ISI!i. 

CHAP. CXIX.-.Rn Jlct supplementary to ".Rn .!let autlwrizing the President <!f 
the United States to rai.~e certain companies of Rangers for the protection of tl,,e 

frontier o/ the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House <!f Representatives of the United 
States <!f America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to raise one additional 
company of rangers, when he may deem it necessary for the public ser
vice under the same provisions, conditions and restrictions of tbe act to 
which this is a supplement. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses 
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thereof, th~ sum of eleven th?usand two hundred and fifty dollars be, and 
the same 1s hereby appropnated, to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, July 1, 1812. 

CHAP, CXX.-.Bn .B.ct authorizing tlte President ef the United States to lell8e 
for a term ef years, any part ef the reservatiom ef public ground in the Cit; 
of Washington. 

Be it enacted ?Y t~e Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Arnerica in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to take possession of the 
whole of the reservations of public ground~ in the city of Washington, 
and l«::ase_ t~em o~t fo_r ~ term not exceedmg ten years, on such terms 
and cond1t1ons as m his Jndgment may best effect the improvement of 
the said grounds, for public walks, botanic gardens, or other public 
purposes. 

APPROVED, July 5, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXI.-.B.n .dct making an apprOJ)riation for the purpose ef discharging 
all the outstanding claims for the constructit>n and repair ef the Capitol and 
the President's House; for the compensation of the late Surveyor ef the Public 
Buildings, and for furniture for the different apartments ef the Capitol, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of satis
fying all outstanding claims for services performed and materials fur
nished for the construction and repair of the capitol and President's 
house, including therein the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars 
for the compensation of the late surveyor of the public buildings, to 
the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, when his 
duties in that capacity ceased; for furniture for the different apartments 
of the capitol, and for contingent expenses relating thereto, the sum of 
fourteen thousand five hundred and seventy-three dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated to be applied to the discharge of the claims 
before mentioned, and to no other purpose whatsoever. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That a sum not exceeding one 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose 
of enabling the President of the United States to return to their native 
country, the two Italian sculptors lately employed on the public build
ings, and to close the original contract made with them on behalf of 
the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of the 
city of Washington be authorized to contract for the completion of the 
sculpture in the south wing of the capitol, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, and that the sum of four thousand dollars 
be appropriated towards defraying the expense of the same. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding four 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the com
pleting the sculpture and the work on the galleries of the Senate cham
ber, the railing of the stairs and minor works, deficient in the east part 
of the north wing of the capitol, and for temporary repairs to the roof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sums shall be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, July 5, 1812. 
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CHAP. CXXIII.-.Bn Jlct confirming grants to lands in the 1lfississippi territory 
derived from the British government of West Florida, not subsequenfly re• 
granted by the government of Spain or of the Unfted States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That citizens of the United 
States, claiming lands in the Mississippi territory, by virtue of grants 
legally and fully executed, derived from the British government of West 
Florida, whose lands have not been subsequently regranted by the 
Spanish government or claimed in right of donation or pre-emption cer
tificates granted by the boards of commissioners east and west of Pearl 
river, and whose claims have been regularly filed according to law, with 
the proper register of the land-office in the said territory, and are em
braced in the report of the com missioners laid before Congress, accord
ing to law, be and they are hereby confirmed in their respective claims, 
according to the said grants: Provided, that nothing in any law of the 
United States shall be construed to prevent a judicial decision of con
troversies under the respective claims aforesaid. 

APPROVED, July 5, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXIV.-An .11.ct to admit the entry ef vessels of the United States on 
certain conditions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives of the Un-itcd 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful to 
admit to entry any vessel or vessels of the United States which may have 
been laden in any of the ports of India, and whose master, supercargo 
or owner may have been compelled to give bond under penalty, that 
their respective cargoes shall be landed in some port. of the United 
States: Prot,ided, that the duties on such cargoes be secured or paid 
agreeably to law, and their cargoes be deposited in public stores under 
the care of the collector of the port where such vessel or vessels may 
arrive, there to remain at the risk and charge of the owner or owners 
thereof, subject to the future disposition of government in relation to the 
said vessels and cargoes. 

APPROVED, July 5, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXV.-.Bn .Bet making a further appropriation for tlie defence of the 
Maritime frontier and for the liUpport if the Navy of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rrpresentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, in addition to 
the sums already appropriated, for the purposes of fortifying and defend
ing the ports, harbors and maritime frontier of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the support of the navy 
of the United States, that the following sums, in addition to the sums 
heretofore appropriated for that object, be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, that is to say: 

For the purpose of putting and keeping in service, when repaired, 
the frigates Constellation, Chesapeake and Adams, seventy-one thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the repairs of vessels which may be damaged in action with the 
enemy, or by the other operations of war, four hundred thousand dollars. 

For the purpose of purchasing, equipping and putting into service and 
keeping and employing therein, such vessels of war, as may be captured 
from the enemy by the vessels of war of the United States, as in the 
opinion of the President of the United States shall be calculated for lhe 
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public service, four hundred and twenty-eight thousand seven hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

SEC. 3. And be it farther enacted, That no part of the sev~ral sums 
hereby appropriated shall he applied to any other purpose than those 
above specified, any thing contained in any act of Congress to the con
trary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the several sums hereby 
appropriated shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, July 5, 1812. 

CHAP, CXXYI ..... .nn Jlct authorizing the Secretary <f the Treasurg to suspend 
the payment cf certain bills drawn by John .!lrmstrong, late minister <f tke 
United States at the Court </ France, upon the Treasury cf tke United State,. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and required to cause to be 
suspended the payment at the treasury of the United States, of certain 
bills drawn by John Armstrong, late minister of the United States at the 
court of France, in favour of the cashier of the French treasury, 
amounting to one hundred and fifteen thousand five hundred and thirty
four francs and forty-one hundredths of a franc, for certain claims. 
arising under the Louisiana convention in favour of citizens of the 
United States, which the French government, by virtue of an agrt>ement 
entered into with said minister, had assumed to pay, until satisfactory 
proof shall have been exhibited to the accounting officers of the treasury, 
that the said bills or a sum equal thereto, have been applied for the pur
pose of discharging the claims of citizens of the United States against 
the government of France, which have been liquidated and awarded to 
them under the provisions of the convention of the thirtieth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, 
between the United States and the French republic. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP, CXXVII.-An Act to compensate for his seri,ices the President pro tem• 
pore of the &nate, acting as such wk.en tke qffice <f Vice President cf the United 
States shall be 'Dacant. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House '!f Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the president pro tern
pore of the Senate who has acted, or may hereafter act as such when 
the office of Vice President shall be vacant, shall receive, during the 
period of his services, the same compensation as is allowed by law to the 
speaker of the House of Representatives. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP, C XX VIII.-An Act /or the safe keeping and accommodation <f prisoner, 
cf war. . 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of_ the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to make such regula!1ons 
and arrangements for the safe keeping, support and exchange of pns~n
ers of war as he may deem expedient, until the same shall be otherwise 
provided for by law; and to carry this act into effec~, one hundred_ thou
sand dollars be and the same are hereby appropriated, to be paid out 
of any monies in the trl!asury not otherwise appropriated, 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 
Vot. JI.-98 
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July 6, 1812. 

TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 129. 1812. 

CHAP. CXXIX.-J1n .IJct to prohibit .IJmerican vessels from proceeding to or 
trading with the enemies ,f the United States, and for other purp11ses. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RPpresentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no ship or vessel, owned 

(a) The decisions of the Courts of the United States, on "Trading with the Enemy," have been:
Action of assumpsit to recover the balance of an account current for me1·chandise purchased in Rog. 

land hy order of the detendants. The defence was, that the contract was made during the war, and 
therefore void. By the Court-The doctrine is not to be questioned at this day, that, during a state of 
hostility, 1he citizens of the hostile states are incapable of contracting with each other. Scholefield v. 
Eichelberger, 7 Peters, 586. 

To say that this rule is without exception, would be assuming too great latitude. The question has 
never yet been examined whether a contract for necessaries, or even for money to enable the individual 
to get home, could not be enforced; and analogies familiar to the law, as well as the influence of _the 
general rule, in international law, that the severities of war are to be diminished by all safe and pracucal 
means, might be appealed to in support of such an exception. But at present, it may be safely affirmed 
that there is no recognized exception, but permission ofa state to its own citizens; which is also implied 
in any treaty stipulation to that effect, entered into with a belligerent. Ibid. 

Property engaged in illicit trade with the enemy, must be condemned to the captors, not to the United 
States. The Sally, Porter, Master, 8 Cranch, 382; 3 Cond. Rep. 177. 

A vessel owned by citizens of the United States, sailed from Naples in the year 1812, for the United 
States, with a cargo, and a British license to carry the same to England. On her passage, hearing of the 
war, she altered her course for England, was captured by the British, carried into Ireland, libelled and 
acquitted, sold her cargo, and after a detention of seven months in Ireland, purchased a return cargo 
ij England, sailed for the United Stales, and was captured by an American privateer. The vessel and 
cargo were condemned as prize to the Mptors. The Alexander, 8 Cranch, 169; 3 Cond. Rep. 72. 

If a citizen of the United States establishes his domicil in a foreign country, between which and the 
United States hostilities afterwards break out, ahy property shipped by him before knowledge of the war, 
and captured by an American cruiser after the declaration of war, will be condemned as prize. The 
Venus, 8 Crnnch, 253; 3 Cond. Rep. 109. 

Illegal traffic stamps a hostile character on the property, and attaches to it all the penal consequences 
of enemy ownership. The Sally, S Cranch, 382; 3 Cond. Rep. 177. 

The property of a citizen does not become divested, ipso facto, by the mere act of illicit intercourse 
with the enemy; the property is only liable to be condemned as enemy's property, or as adhering to the 
enemy, if rightfully captured during the voyage. The Thomas Gibbons, 8 Cranch, 421; 3 Cond. Rep. 
193. 

A vessel sailing to an enemy port, after knowledge of the war, and captured, bringing thence a cargo 
consisting chiefly of enemy goods, is liable to confiscation n's prize of war. The St. Lawrence, 8 Cranch, 
434; 3 Cond. Rep. 202. 

Trading with the enemy is not e·xcnsed hy the necessity of obtaining funds to p~y the expenses of the 
ship; nor by the opinion of an American minister expressed to the master, that hy undertaking the voyage 
he would violate no law of the United States. The Joseph, 8 Cranch, 451; 3 Cond. Rep. 212. 

If, upon the breaking out of a war, a citizen has a right to withdraw his property from the enemy's 
country, it is necessary it should be exercised with dne diligence, and within a reasonable time after the 
knowledge of hostilities. The St. Lawrence, 9 Cranch, 120; 3 Cond. Rep. 301. 

If a cargo be innocently put on board in an enemy's country, if at that time the importation he lawful, 
it cannot he rendered unlawful by a detention, occasioned in the course of the voyage, either by the 
perils of the sea or the act of the enemy; unless this efl'ect be produced by some positive act of the 
legislature. The Mary, 9 Cranch, 126; 3 Cond, Rep. 306. 

An American citizen is equally guilty of trading with the enemy, whether that trade is carried on be. 
tween a hostile port and the United States, or between such port and any foreign nation, The Rugen, 1 
Wheat. li2; 3 Conrl. Rep. 485. 

The offence of trading with the enemy is complete, the moment a vessel sails with intention to carry 
her cargo to a hostile port. Ibid. 

A subject of a stale at war cannot, under cover of neutral muniments, however regularly procured, or 
formal, violate with impunity his duty and allegiance to his own country. Ibid. 

All trade with the enemy, unless with the permission of the sovereign, is interdicted; and subjects the 
property engaged in it to the penalty of confiscation. The Rapid, I Gailis. C. C.R. 295. 

All communication and intercourse with the enemy is prohibitP.d, and it is in nowise important, whether 
the property engaged in the inimical communication be bought and sold, or merely transported and 
shipped. Ibid. 

A citizen of the United States cannot lawfully withdraw his property, acquired before the war, from 
the enemy's country, after he has knowledge of the war, without permission of government. The St. 
Lawrence, I Gailis. C. C.R. 467. 

If a vessel be sent from the United States, after knowledge of the war, to the enemy's country to with
draw such property, the vessel and cargo are subject to capture and condemnation, jure belli. 1 Gailis. 
C. C.R. 295. 

The property of citizens taken trading with the enemy, is considered as quasi enemy's property, 
Ibid. 

A trade to a neutral port, during war, is not rendered illegal from the mere circumstance that the 
interests of the enemy are thereby aided, or his policy enforced: it must, before it can be liahle to con. 
demnation on that ground, be carried on, on account of the enemy, under contract with him, destined ,or 
his use, or voluntarily incorporated into his service by licenses. The Liverpool Packet., I Gailis. C. C. R. 
513. 

The circumstance that a neutral is engaged in enemy navigatiou does not subject all his trade from the 
neutral country, on neutral voyages, to the enemy character. Ibid. 
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in whole or in part by a citizen or citizens of the United State!!, shall be 
permitted ~o clear out or depart_ from any port or place within the limits 
~f the U mted States or territories thereof~ to any foreign port or place, 
till the owner or owners, agent, factor, freighter, master or commander 
sh~II have given bond, with sufficient security, in the amount of such 
ship or vessel and cargo, not to proc~ed to or trade with the enemies of 
the United States. And if any ship or vessel owned as aforesaid 8ball 
depart from any port or place within the limits of the United Sta;es or 
territories there~1f, for any ~oreign port or place without giving bond with 
security afor.es_a1d, such ship or vessel, and cargo, shall be forfeited to the 
use of the U mted States; and the owner or owners, freighter, factor or 
agent, master or comma~ider, shall severally forfeit and pay a sum equal 
to the value of such ship or vessel and cargo; and the said master or 
commander, if privy_ thereto, and being thereof convicted, shall be liable 
to a fine not exceedmg one thousand dollars, and imprisoned for a term 
not exceeding twelve months, in the discretion of the court. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, or person inhabiting the same, shall transport or at
tempt to transport, over land or otherwise, in any wagon, cart, sleigh, 
boat, or otherwise, naval or military stores, arms or the munitions of 
war, or any article of provision, from any place of the United States, to 
any place in Upper or Lower Canada, Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, 
the wagon, cart, sleigh, boat, or the thing by·which the said naval or 
military stores, arms, or munitions of war or articles of provision are 
transported or attempted to be transported, together with such naval or 
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Every voyage from an enemy port, especially with a cargo on board, nnd without the license of the 
government, carries with it a presumption of illegal traffic and hostile interests. from which nothing but 
the most explicit proofs by the claimants can relieve the cause. The presumption of illegal traffic arises, 
notwithstandmg any papers or any explanation of the persons found on board: the captors have a right 
to brmg the property in, and subject the whole to the ad3udication of a competent tribunal. In such case, 
damages and costs are never to be adjudged as against the captors. Ibid. 

If, after a knowlerlge of the war, an American vessel go to an enemy port, and take in a cargo there, 
the vessel and cargo are liable to confiscation for trading with the enemy. The Alexander, 1 Gailis. C. 
C.R. 532. 

If an American vessel, after knowledge of the war, proceed from a neutral to a hostile port on freight, 
it is a trading with the enemy, which subjects the vessel to forfeiture; and she is liable therefore on her 
return voyage to the United States. The Joseph, I Gallis. C. C. R. 545. 

In cases of trading with the enemy, the property is deemed quasi enemy's property, and it is condemned 
to the captors and not to the United States. Ibid. 

No principle of national or municipal Jaw is better settled than that all contracts with an enemy, made 
during war, are utterly void. The Emulous, 1 Gailis. C. C. R. 563. 

A shipment made from the enemy's country, after a knowledge of the war, by an American citizen, 
subjects the property to condemnation as prize of war. The Mary, I Gailis. C. C. R. 620. 

A shipment made, after a known war, by an American citizen, subjects the property to condemnation 
as prize of war. The Diana, 2 Gailis. C. C. R. 93. 

If an Amcric:an vessel take on board a cargo from an enemy's ship, under the pretence that it is ran
somed, it is an ille~al traffic, for which, by the law of war, she is liable to condemnation as prize of war; 
and may be seized on the return voyage. The Lord Wellington, 2 Gailis. C. C.R. 103. 

A citizen of the United States may lawfully draw a bill on a subject of a foreign power, with whom we 
are at war; such an act not leading to any ipjurious intercourse, nor amounting to a trading with the 
enemy. United States v. Barker, Parne's C. C.R. 156. 

An American vessel, after the commencement of hostilities with Great Britain, sailed, having on board 
a messenger from the British minister in the United States, with despatches for his governn_ient, and a 
letter of protection from British capture; this is a sufficient cause of condemnation. The Tuhp, 3 Wash. 
C. C.R. 181. 

All contracts with an enemy are not necessarily void. Cases of extreme necessity, form exceptions 
to the rule. Contracts made under license of the government, whether they arise directly or collaterally, 
out of the licensed trarle; or if the enemy, with whom the contract is made, be. in the hostile countr,r, 
by license of that government, (cases of ransom bonds,) so contracts made by prisoners of war, for their 
subsistence, are also exceptions. The William Penn, 3 Wash. C. C.R. 484. . 

A voyage from an enemy port with a cargo on board, without the license of the government, is of 
itself a probable cause for capture. The Liverpool Packet, I Gallia. C. C. R. 513. 

A trade to a neutral port is not illegal, although the public enemy derive benefi_t thereh;v, unless such 
trade be considered in connexion with. or subservient to, hostile interests and policy. Ibzd. 

The United States may proceed against property found engaged in trade with the enemy, as prize of 
war. The Eliza, 2 Gallis. C. C. R. 4. . . 

At common law, any individual mi_ght seiz': for.the king; and upon t~1s ground 1t ~a~ been held, .that 
public or private armed ships may seize for v10lat1on of a statute. But, ID such case, 1t 11 at the pen! o( 
the party making the seizure. The Rover, 2 Gailis, C. C. R. 240. 
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military stores, arins, or munitions of war or provisions, shall be forfeited 
to. the use of. the United States, and the person or persons aid mg or privy 
to the S!ltUe &hall severally forfeit a.nd pay to the use of the United States 
a 11um equal in value. to the wagon, cart, sleigh, boat, or thing by which 
the said naval or military stores, arms, or munitions of war or articles of 
provision, are transported, or are attempted to be transported ; and shall 
moreover be considered as guilty of a misdemeanor, and ~e liable to be 
tined in l!-sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisoned for a 
term not exceeding six months, in the discretion of the court'; Pr1JViaed, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend to any transportation for the 
use or on account. of the United States or the supply of its troops or 
armed force.(a) 

SEc. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the collectors of the several 
ports of the United States be, and the s11me are hereby authorized to 
seize and stop nav:al or military stores, arms, or the munitions of war, or 
any articles of provision, and ship or vessel, wagon, cart, sleigh, boat, 
or thing by which any article prohibited 3$ aforesaid is shipped or 
transported, or attempted to be shipped or transported, contrary to th~ 
provisions of this act. 

SEc. 4,. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel belonging 
to any citizen or citizens, subject or subjects of any state or kingdom 
in amity with the United States, except such as at the passage of this act 
shall belong to the citizen or citizens, subject or subjects of such state 
or kingdom, or which shall hereafter be built in the limits of a state or 
kingdom in amity with the United State/!, or purchased by a citizen or 
citizens, subject or subjects of a s_tate or kingdom in amity with the 
United States aforesaid, from a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
shall be admitted into any port or place of the United States, unless 
forced by stress of weather, or for necessary repairs; and any s.hip or 
vessel, belonging to a citizen or citizens, subject or subjects of any state 
or kingdom in amity with the United States, as aforesaid, except such 
ships and vessels as are abov<: excepted, which shall, from and after the 
first day of November next, enter, or attempt to enter any port or place 
aforesaid, the same, with her cargo, shall be forfeited to the use of the 
United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That any British packet or vessel 
with despatches destined for the United States, and which shaU haye 
departed from any port or place in the United Kingdom of Great Bri
tain and Ireland or its depen_dencies, on or before the first day of Sep
tember next, shall not be liable to be captured or condemned, but the 
same shall be permitted to enter and. depart f(om any port or place in. 
the United States: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be con
strued to affect any cartel, or vessel with flag of truce. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby aut~orized to give,. at any time within six 
months after the passage of th.is act, passports for the safe transportation 
of any ship or other property belonging to British su_bje<,:ts, and which 
is now within the limits of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That every person being a citiz~n 
of the United States, or residing therein, who. shall receive, accept, or 
obtain a license from the government of Great Britain, or any officer 
thereof, for leave to carry any merchandise, or send any vessel into any 
port or place within the dominions of Great Britain, or to trade with 

(~ Fa,t c'!,tt)e_are provisions, or munitions of war within the m_e_aning of the act of Congress of July 6, 
1812, to prohibi~ Am_eric~n vessels from proceeding to, or trading with, the enemies of the United States, 
~d for oth{'r purposes. United States v.Job L. Barber, 9 Cranch, 243; 3-Cond. Rep. -lOo. United States 
1>. Sheldon, 2 Wheat. 119; 4 Cond. Rep. 62. 

'1'h<; s.ending of armed ".essels, or munition~ of ".'ar from a neutral country to a belligerent port, for.sale 
1411, art,il::)011.ofq<>mm,;rce, 1s un_lawful only as 1t suhJects the property to. capture by other belligerente. TIM, 
Santia,ima Trinidad, 7 Wheat. 283; 5 C:ond. 11,e_p,. 284. • 
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~y such port or place,_ shall, on conviction-for eve:r;y such offence, ror. 
fe1~ a sum equal to twice the value of any such ship, merchandise QI'. 

articles <;>f trade, an~ sha)l moreover be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and be hahle to be unprisoned not exceeding twelve months and to be 
fined not exceeding one thousand dollars. ' 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP, C XXX.-.lln .!let supplementary to the act entitled ".lln a,ct respecti11(5. alien 
enemies." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in. Congress assembl,ed, That nothing in the proviso 
contained in the act, entitled "An act respecting alien enemies " 
approved on the sixth day of July, one thousand seven hundred a~d 
ninety-eight, shall be extended or construed to extend to any treaty, or 
to any article of any treaty, which shall have expired, or which shall not 
be in force, at the time when the proclamation of the President !!hall 
issue. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXXI.-.Rn ./let making additional appropriations for the Military 
Estahlishment and for the Indian Department for the year one thOU1Jand eight 
hundred and twelve. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expenses 
incurred and to be incurred under the several acts, entitled "An act to 
establish a quartermaster's department and for other purposes," and an 
act to amend the same, "An act making further provision for the corps 
of engineers," and "An act making further provision for the army of the 
United States," for the Indian department and for satisfying certain out
standing claims, there he, and hereby is appropriated, to he paid out of 
any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, in addition to the 
sums already appropriated for the said objects respectively, the following 
sums, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army, seventy-two thousal)d five hu.ndred and 
ninety-six dollars. 

For forage, four thousand seven hundred and twenty-two dollars. 
For subsistence, six thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 
For clothing, three thousand seven hundred and forty-five dollars. 
For clerk hire and stationery, in the offices of the quartermaster 

general and commissary general of purchases, three thousand one hun
dred and fifty dollars. 

For the salary of the commissary general of purchases and compen~~ 
tions of the deputy commissaries, six thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the Indian department, comprising the 
employment of temporary agents, presents to the Indians, and transporta
tion, twenty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of such balances as have been or may be ascertained 
from actual settlements made by the accountant of -the d.epartment of, 
war, and which cannot be discharged out of any existing appropriat_ions; 
five thousand dollars. 

ArPROVED, July 6, 1812. 
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the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the first 
Monday of November next. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXXIIl,-.On .fl.ct respecting the pay tf tlie ./J.rmy of the United States, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the officers, non-com
missioned officers, musicians, and privates of the army of the United 
States shall receive the same pay, forage, rations, clothing, and other 
emoluments, as the officers of the same grade and corps,·non-commis
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, are entitled to by the act, enti
tled "An act to raise for a limited time an additional military force,'' 
passed April twelfth, one thousand eight hundred and eight; and to the 
aid-de-camp of a brigadier, to a brigade quartermaster, brigade inspector 
and adjutant, there shall be allowed forage for one horse only, or in lieu 
thereof ten dollars per month; and to the brigade majors, under the act 
passed January the eleventh, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
there shall be allowed forage for one horse, or in lieu thereof ten dollars 
per month; and the pay of a quartermaster sergeant shall be nine dollars. 
per month. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP, C XXXI V .-.11.n .fl.ct supplementary to the act entitled «.Jln [act] giving fur
ther time to purchasers ef public lands northwest of the river Ohio, to complete 
their payments." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houu of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the provisions of the act 
to which this act is a supplement shall be, and they are hereby extended 
to the several purchasers of the fractional sections, which were by the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, classed together for sale, 
according to the ninth section of an act, entitled "An act making pro
vision for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and 
for other purposes," passed on the twentieth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and four, notwithstanding the quantity of land contained 
in any one tract, composed of such fractional sections, so classed together, 
and purchased by a single contract, shall exceed six hundred and forty 
acres. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the assignee or assignees of 
any original purchaser of land from the United States, the lands being 
purchased prior to the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, shall be entitled to the benefit of the provisions of the act, to 
which this act is a supplement, and the last preceding section, in every 
case where it shall appear to the satisfaction of the register and receiver 
of public monies of the district within which the land may lie, that the 
assignment by which he or they so claim was bona fide made prior to 
the passing of the aforesaid act, that the whole lands claimed by virtue 
of such assignment does not exceed six hundred and forty acres, unless 
it comes within the provision of the preceding section, and that the 
lands or some one tract thereof is inhabited and cultivated by or for the 
use of the assignee or assignees. 

SEC. 3. And be it .further enacted, That in every case where any tract 
or tracts of land purchased prior to the first day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, 
unless such tract shall come within the provision of the first section of 
this act, has since the first day of April last, reverted, or that may before 
the first day of August next, revert to the United States, for default of 
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payment: the person or persons claiming S\JCh tract or tracts whether 
as an assignee or an original purchaser, may again re-enter :he same: 
an? all monies which su~h assi_gnee or ori~inal purchaser may have 
paid shall be replaced to his credit, by the register and receiver of public 
monies of the district in which the lands may lie, and such repurchaser 
or repurchasers shall be allowed the same benefit of the extension of the 
time of payment, provid_ed by the act to which this is a supplement, as 
though no such revers10n had occurred; provided such assignee or 
assignees, original purchaser or purchasers shall make to the proper 
land-officeP application for such re-entry on or before the first day of 
September next, and that the lands so re-entered shall not have been re
sold previous to such application. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXXV.-.On .11.ct authorizing a subscription for the old six per cent, 
and deferred stocks, and providing for an exchange of the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives efthe United 
_States of America in Congress assembled, That a subscription to the 
full amount of the old six per cent. and deferred stocks be, and the same 
is hereby proposed to the proprietors thereof; for which purpose books 
shall be opened at the treasury of the United States and by the several 
commissioners of loans, on the first day of October next, to continue 
open till the seventeenth day of March ensuing inclusively, the fourteen 
last days of each quarter excepted, for such part of the above mentioned 
stocks as shall, on the day of subscription, stand on the books of the 
treasury and of the several commissioners of loans respectively; which 
subscription shall be effected by a transfer to the United States, in the 
manner provided by law for such transfers, of the credit or credits stand
ing on the said books, and by a surrender of the certificates of the stock 
subscribed. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That for such part of the amount 
of old six per cent. or deferred stock, thus subscribed, as shall remain 
unredeemed on the day of such subscription, credits shall be entered to 
the respective subscribers, on the books of the treasury or of the com
missioners of loans where such subscription shall have been made, and 
the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to receive a certificate or 
certificates purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders 
thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to 
the unredeemed amount of the principal of the old six per cent. or 
deferred stocks,-subscribed as aforesaid, bearing an interest of six per 
centum per annum, payable quarter yearly, from the first day of the 
quarter during which such subscription shall have been made, transfer
able in the same manner as is provided by law. for the transfers of the 
stock subscribed, and subject to redemption at the pleasure of the United 
States at any time after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-four: Provided, that no reimbursement shall 
be made except for the whole amount of the stock standing at the time, 
to the credit of any proprietor, on the books of the treasury or of the 
commissioners of loans rnspectively, nor till after at least six months' 
previous public notice of such intended reimbursement. . 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the same funds which here
tofore have been, and now are pledged by Jaw for the payment of ~he 
interest and for the redemption or reimbursement of the stock which 
may be subscribed by virtue of the provisions of this act, shall remain 
pledged for the payment of the interest accruing on the ~tock created by 
reason of such subscription, and for the redemption or re1mb~rs~ment of 
the principal of the same. It shall be the duty of the eom1mss1oners of 
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the sinking fund, to cause to be applied and paid out of the said fund, 
yearly and every year, such sum and sums as may be annually wanted 
to discharge the annual interest accruing on the stock which may be 
created by virtue of this act. The said commissioners are hereby autho
rized to apply, from time to time, such sum· and sums out of the said 
fund as they may think proper, towards redeeming by purchase, or by 
reimbursement, in conformity with the provisions of this act, the princi• 
pal of the said stock. And such part of the annual sum of eight millions 
of dollars, vested by law in the said commissioners, as may be necessary 
and wanting for the above purposes, shall be and continue appropriated 
to the payment of interest and redemption of the public debt, until the 
whole of the stock which may be created under the provisions of this 
act shall have been redeemed or reimbursed. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed in anywise to alter, abridge or impair the rights of 
those creditors of the United States who shall not subscribe to the loan 
to be opened by virtue of this act. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXXVI.-An .9.ct supplementary to the ad entitlerl·".9.n act autlwrizing 
a Loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millit>n11 ef dollars." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized to employ, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, an agent or agents for the purpose 
of selling, in conformity with the provisions of the act, entitled "An 
act authorizing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars," 
any part of the stock created by virtue of the said act. A commission 
not exceeding one eighth of one per cent. on the amount thus sold, may 
by the Secretary of the Treasury be allowed to such agent or agents; 
and a sum not exceeding five thousand five hundred dollars, to be paid 
out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby 
appropriated for paying the amount of such commission or commissions 
as may be thus allowed. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXXVII.-.9.n .9.ct making further pr01Jisionfor tlie .9.rmy ef the U11ited 
States, and for other pu,rposa. 

Be it e11acted by the Senate and House of Representatives ,if the United 
States <!f America in Congress assemb[P.d, That the President of the 
United States be, and he .is hereby authorized by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to appoint two brigadier generals, in addi
tion to those already authorized by law, who shall each be entitled to 
the same number of aids and brigade majors as are allowed to a briga
dier general under the act of Congress passed the eleventh of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve. And the said brigadier gene
rals, aids and brigade majors, shall be entitled to receive the same pay 
and emoluments as are by law allowed to officers of the same grade. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to any army of the United 
States, other than that in which the adjutant general, inspector general, 
quartermaster general and paymaster of the army, shall serve, it shall be 
lawful for the President to appoint one deputy adjutant general, one de
puty inspector general, one deputy quartermaster general, and one deputy 
paymaster general, who shall be taken from the line of the army, and 
who shall each, in addition to his pay and other emoluments, be entitled 
to fifty dollars per month, which shall be in full compensation for his 
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extra service!'!. And that there shall be to each of the foregoing deputies 
such number of a~sistan~ deputies (n~t exceeding three to each depart
ment) .as the public service may require, who shall in like manner be 
taken fr?m th~ !ine, an~ who shall each be entitled to thirty dollars per 
month, m addition to his pay and other emoluments, which shall be in 
full compensation for his extra services: And provided al.so that the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint 
any of the officers named in this act during the recess of the Senate to 
be submitted to the Senate at their next meeting, for their advice ~nd 
consent. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That all letters and packages to 
and from the adjutant general and inspector general shall be free from 
postage. 

S~c. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President is hereby au
t~on~ed to confer brevet rank on s_uch officers. of the army as shall dis
tmgmsh themselves by gallant actions or meritorious conduct, or who 
shall have served ten years in any one grade: Provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall be so construed as to entitle officers so brevetted 
to any 3:ddi_tional pay or emoluments, except when commatJding separate 
posts, d1stncts or detachments, when they shall be entitled to, and re
ceive the same pay and emoluments to which officers of the same grades 
are now or hereafter may he allowed by law. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the officers who shall not 
take waiters from the line of the army, shall receive the pay, clothing 
and subsistence allowed to a private soldier, for as many waiters as they 
may actually keep, not exceeding the number allowed by existing 
regulations. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

CHAP. CXXXVIII.-.On .B.ct supplementary to the aet entitled ".811 aet author• 
izing the Presi<lent ef the United States to accept and organize certain oolunleer 
military corps." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases where 
volunteers have offered or hereafter shall offer their services to the 
United States, under the act entitled "An act authorizing the President 
of the United States to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps," it shall be lawful for the President of the United States to 
appoint and commission officers thereto, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, any thing in the said act to the contrary notwith
standing: Provided, that prior to the issuing of such commissions, the 
volunteers aforesaid shall have signed an enrolment binding themselves 
to service, conformably to the provisions of the act to which this is a 
su;>plement. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized to form the corps of volunteers into battalions, squa
drons, regiments, brigades and divisions, and to appoint thereto, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, general, field and staff officers 
conformahly with the military establishment of the United State~, ~nd 
who shall be entitled to the pay and emoluments of officers of a s1m1lar 
grade and corps in the army of the United States. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for t_he 
President of the United States, in the recess of the Senate, to appomt 
all the officers authorized by this act; which appointments shall be sub
mitted to the Senate, at their next session, for their advice and consent. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in c~se the ~olunteers when 
their term of service shall have expired, shall deliver their stand of arms 
and accoutrements, in good order, to the proper officer, they shall be 
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piration of their entitled to receive in lieu thereof ten dollars for every stand of arms so 
term of service. delivered. 

March 2, 1812. 

Judges of the 
Supreme Court 
of the United 
States to be al. 
lowed to use 
books in the 
library of Con. 
gress. 

March 19, 1812. 

Information 
obtained under 
the act of May 
1, 1810, ch. 38, 
to be digested. 

June 17, 1812. 

Legislature 
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q ucsted to con. 
sent to the for
mation of two 
states in the 
territory of Mis. 
sissippi. 

Resolution 
requesting the 
President to re. 
co1nmend a day 
of public humil
iation and pray
er. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1812. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
I. RESOLUTION granting permission to the Judges ef the Swpreme Court ef the l.Tnited 

States to use the books in the Library ef Congress. 

Resolved by the SP.nate and House of Representatives of the UnitF.d 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the president of the 
Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives for the time 
being be, and they are hereby authorized to grant the use of the books 
in the library of Congress to the judges of the supreme court of the 
United States, at the times, and on the same terms, conditions and 
restrictions, as members of Congress are allowed to use said books. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1812. 

II. RESOLUTION 011 tlte subject ef .B,·ts and 11:fanufactures. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be directed to employ a person to digest and reduce to such 
form, as shall be deemed most conducive to the interests of the United 
States, a statement of the number, nature, extent, situation and value 
of the arts and manufactures of the United States, together with such 
other details, connected with these subjects, as can be made from the 
abstracts and other documents and returns, reported to him by the mar
shals and other persons employed to collect information in conformity 
to the second sectiun of the act of the first of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, and such other information as has been or may be 
obtained, which the subject will admit of; and that he report the same 
to Congress. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1812. 

III. RESOLUTION requesting the state rf Georgia to assent to the formation ef two 
States ef the Mississippi territory. 

Resofoed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the legislature of the 
state of Georgia be, and they arc hereby requested to give their assent 
by law to the formation of two states of the Mississippi territory: Pro
vided, in the opinion of Congress a division of said territory for that 
purpose should hereafter be expedient. 

APPROVED, June 17, 1812. 

IV. RESOLUTION requesting the President ef the United States to recommend a day 
ef public humiliation and prayer. 

IT being a duty peculiarly incumbent in a time of public calamity and 
war, humbly and devoutly to acknowledge our dependence on Al
mighty God, and to implore his aid and protection: 

Therefore, 
Resolvi:d by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That a joint committee of 
both Houses wait on the President of the United States, and request 
that he recommend a day of public humiliation and prayer to be observed 
by the people of the United States, with religious solemnity, and the 
offering of fervent supplications to Almighty God for the safety and 
welfare of these States, his blessing on their arms, and the speedy 
restoration of peace. 



ACTS OF THE TWELFTH CONGRESS 
OF TIIB 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the second session, whicli was begun and held at the Ci,ty of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the second day 
ef November, 1812, and ended on the third day of llforch, 1813. 

JAMES MADISON, President of the United States; WILLIAM II. CRAW• 
FORD, President of the Senate pro tempore; HENRY CLAY, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP, I.-.On act to authorize the transportation of certain documents free of 
postage, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the members of Con
gress, the secretary of the Senate, and clerk of the House of Represen
tatives be, and they are hereby respectively authorized to transmit, free 
of postage, the message of the President of the United States, of the 
fourth of November, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and the 
documents accompanying the same, printed by order of the Senate, and 
by order of the House of Representatives, to any post-office within the 
United States and territories thereof, to which they may direct, any law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

ArrROVED, November 12, 1812. 

CHAP. II.-.On .Oct further to prolong the continuance of the Mint at Phila• 
de!,phia. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rfpresentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled "An 
act concerning the mint," approved March the third, one thousand eight 
hundred and one, is hereby revived and continued in force and opera
tion, for the further term of five years, after the fourth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

APPROVED, December 2, 1812. 

CHAP, III.-.an .R.ct making an appropriation to defray expenses incurred, or 
to be incurred, under an act entitled ".On act to authorize a detachment fram 
the militia of the United States;" and the act, entitled ".On act for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws rf the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel 
invasions, and to repeal the act now in force for those purposes, passed the 
twenty-eighth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one million 
of dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated towards defraying any 
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Act of April expense incurred, or to be incurred, under an act, entitled "An act to 
10, 1812,ch.55. authorize a detachment from the militia of the United States," passed 

the ten'th day of April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve; and 
ActofFeb.28, also, under an act, entitled "An act for calling forth the militia to exe-

1795, ch. 36. cute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions, 
and to repeal the act now in force for those purposes," passed the 
twenty-eighth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
five, to be paid out of any monies in the treaemry not otherwise appro
priated. 

STATUTE II. 

Dec. 12, 1812. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of March 

3, 1815, ch. 78. 

Monthly pay 
after Dec. 31, 
1812, 

Non-commis
sioned officers, 
soldiers, &c. &c, 
free from arrest 
for debt. 

Recruits to 
have an option 
to serve till the 
end of the war, 
or for five years. 

STATUTE II. 

Dec. 18, 1812. 

District and 
tenitorial 
judges to reside 
within their dis
tricts and not to 
exercise the 
profession of 
counsel or at-
torney, or to be 
engaged in the 
practice of the 
law. 

APPROVED, December 12, 1812. 

CHAP, IV .-.11.n /let increasing the pay of tlte non-commissioned qffkers, musicians, 
privates, and others ef' the .11.rmy, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ifouse of Representatives ef the United 
States ef America in Congress assem~led, That from and after the 
thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred and twelve, the monthly 
pay of the non-commissioned officers, musiciaris, privates, drivers, bom
bardiers, matrosses, sappers, miners, artificers, saddlers, farriers, and 
blacksmiths, who have enlisted or shall hereafter enlist in the service of 
the United States, shall, during the continuance of the war between the 
United States of America and their territories, and the United Kingdom 
of Great Britdn and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, be as fol
lows, to wit: To each sergeant major and quartermaster sergeant, twelve 
dollars; to each sergeant and principal musician, eleven dollars; to each 
corporal, ten dollars; to each musician, nine dollars; to each private, 
driver, bombardier, matross, sapper, and miner, eight dollars; to each 
artificer, saddler, farrier, and blacksmith, not attached to the quarter
master general's and ordnance department, thirteen dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
the war with Great Britain, no non-commissioned officer, musician, pri
vate, driver, bombardier, matross, sapper, miner, artificer, saddler, farrier, 
or blacksmith, enlisted in the service of the United States, during his 
continuance in service shall be arrested, or subject to arrest, or to be 
taken in execution for any debt contracted beiore or afler enlistment. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That every non-commissioned offi
cer, musician, and private, who shall, after the promulgation of this act, 
be recruited in the regular army of the United States, may, at his option, 
to be made at the time of enlistment, engage to serve during the present 
war with Great Britain, instead of the term of five years; and shall, in 
case he makes such option, be entitled to the same bounty in money and 
land, and to all other allowances, and be subject to the same rules and 
regulations, as if he had enlisted for the term of five years. 

APPROVED, December 12, 1812. 

CHAP, V. An .fl.ct concerning the District and Territorial Judges ef' tM United 
States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter it shall be 
incumbent upon the district and territorial judges of the United States, 
to reside within the districts and territories respectively for which they 
are appointed, and that it shall not be lawful for any judge appointed 
under the authority of the United States, to exercise the profession or 
employment of counsel or attorney, or to be engaged in the practice of 
the law. And any person offending against the injunction or prohibi
tion of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

APPROVE», December 18, 1812. 
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CHAP. VI.-AnAct to increase the Navy rf the United Btatu. 

Ee it enacted ~y th~ Ser:,ate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembkd, That the President of the 
United States shall be, and he hereby is authorized, as soon as suitable 
materials can be I?rocured therefor, to cause to be built, equipped and 
employed, four ships to rate not less than seventy-four guns and six 
ships to rate forty-four guns each. ' 

SEc. 2. ,And be it_ fur~her enacted, That there shall be employed on 
~oard each of the sa1~ ships of sev~nty-four guns each, one captain, six 
lieutenants, one captam, one first lieutenant and one second lieutenant 
of marines, one surgeon, one chaplain, one purser and three surgeons' 
mates. 

SEc. 3. An~ be _it furthe: enacted, That there shall be employed in 
each of the said ships, carrying seventr-four guns, the following warrant 
officers, who shall be appointed by the President of the United States: 
one master, one second master, three masters' mates, one boatswain, 
one gunner, one carpenter, one sail-maker, and twenty midshipmen; 
and the following petty officers, who shall be appointed by the captains 
of the ships respectively in which they are to be employed, viz. one 
armorer, six boatswains' mates, three gunners' mates, two carpenters' 
mates, one sail-maker's mate, one cooper, one steward, one master at 
arms, one cook, one coxswain, one boatswains' yeoman, one gunner's 
yeoman, one carpenter's yeoman, ten quarter gunners, eight quarter 
masters, and one clerk; and one schoolmaster, also to be appointed by 
the captain. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the crews of each of the said 
ships of seventy-four guns, shall consist of two hundred able seamen, 
three hundred ordinary seamen and boys, three sergeants, three corpo
rals, one drummer, one fifer, and sixty marines. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the schoolmaster 
shall be twenty-five dollars per month and two rations per day. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That the sum of two millions five 
hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out 
of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the building 
and equipping of the aforesaid ships of war. 

ArPROVED, January 2, 1813. 

CHAP. VII.-..in ..ict directing the Secretary rf the Treasury to remit fines, for
feitures and penalties in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef t/1,e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases where goods, 
wares and merchandise, owned by a citizen or citizens of the United 
States, have been imported into the United States from the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, which goods, wares and mer
chandise were shipped on board vessels which departed therefrom 
between the twenty-third day of June last, and the fifteenth day of Sep
tember last, and the person or persons interested in such goods, wares 
or merchandise, or concerned in the importation thereof, have thereby 
incurred any fine, penalty and forfeiture, under an act, entitled "An 
act to interdict the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain, and France, and their dependencies, and for 0th.er 
purposes," and an act, entitled "An act concerning the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Britain, and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes," and the act supple
mentary to the act last mentioned, on such person or persons petitioning 
for relief to any judge or court proper to hear the same, in pursuance 
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of the provisions of the act, entitled "An act to provide for mitigating 
or remitting the fines, forfeitures and penalties, in certain cases therein 
mentioned;" and on the facts being shown, on inquiry had by said judge 
or court, stated and transmitted, as by said act is required, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; in all such cases·wherein it shall be proved 
to his satisfaction that said goods, wares and merchandise, at the time 
of their shipment, were bona fide owned by a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, and shipped and did depart from some port or place in 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, owned as aforesaid, 
between the twenty-third day of June last and the fifteenth day of Septem
ber last, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to remit an 
fines, penalties and forfeitures, that may have been incurred under the 
said acts, in consequence of such shipment, importation or importations, 
upon the costs and charges that have arisen or may arise being paid, and 
on payment of the duties which would have been payable by law on such 
goods, wares and merchandise, ifiegally imported; and also to direct the 
prosecution or prosecutions, if any shall have been instituted for the 
recovery thereof, to cease and be discontinued: Provided nevertheless, 
that no case in which the purchase of such goods, wares and merchan
dise was made, after war was known to exist between the United States 
and Great Britain, at the port or place where such purchase was made, 
shall be entitled to the benefits of this act. 

API'ROVED, January 2, 181~. 

CHAP, VIII.-An .fl.ct approving the Report ef the Commissio-ners appointed by the 
Secretary at War, to ascertain and settle the exterior line ef the public land at 
West Point, in the state ef New York. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the report of the commis
sioners appointed by the Secretary at War to settle the exterior line of 
the public land at West Point, in the state of New York, with the 
adjoining proprietor, conformably to an act to authorize the Secretary 
at War to ascertain and settle, by the appointment of commissioners, 
the exterior line of the public land at West .Point with the adjoining 
proprietor, be and the same is hereby approved. 

APPROVED, January 5, 1813. 

CHAP, IX.-.11.n .fl.ct authorizing the President ef the United States to establish 
post routes, in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House f!( Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States, during the existence of the war in which the United States are 
engaged, or of any war in which they may be engaged, shall be, and is 
hereby authorized to direct the Postmaster-General to send a mail be
tween the head quarters of any army of the United States, and such post
office as he may think proper; and the route or road on which the same 
shall be conveyed, shall, to all intents and purposes be an established 
post road, so long as the mail shall be sent on the same, conformably to 
the authority hereby given. 

APPROVED, January 14, 1813. 

CHAP. X.-.11.n ./J.ct providing Navy Pensions in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That if any officer of the navy 
or marines shall be killed or die, by reason of a wound received in the 
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line of ?is duty, leaving a widow, or if no widow, a child or children, 
under sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no widow, such child or 
children, shall be _entitled to re~eive ha!~ the monthly pay to which the 
deceased w·as entitled at the time of his death, which allowance shall 
continue for and during the term of five years: but in case of the death 
or intermarriage of such widow, before the expiration of the said term 
of five years, the half pay for the remainder shall go to the child or 
children of the said deceased officer: Provided, that such half pay shall 
cease on the death of such child or children: and the money required 
for this purpose shall be paid out of the navy pension fund, under the 
direction of the commissioners of that fund. 

APPROVED, January 20, 1813. 

CHAP. XI.-.On JJ.ct making certain partial appropriations for the year one thou
sand eight hundred.and thirteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one million of 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated towards defraying the 
expenses of the military establishment of the United States, during the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen; and that the sum of one 
million of dollars be, and the same is hereby apprqpriated towards 
defraying the expenses of the navy during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following sums be appro
priated for the purposes herein recited, that is to say: Towards defray
ing the compensation granted by Jaw to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, during the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, fifty thousand dollars. 

Towards defraying the contingent expenses of the House of Represen
tatives, during the year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, ten 
thousand dollars. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations, 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of any monies in 
the treasu~y, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 20, 1813. 

CHAP. XII.-JJ.n .fl.ct supplementary to the aet entitled ".I.in act for the more per• 
feet organization of the JJ.rmy of the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, by and with the advice and con
sent of the Senate, to appoint one additional major to the first regiment 
of light dragoons, the regiment of light artillery, ea_ch regiment of 
infantry, and the rifle regiment, in the army of the Umted States, who 
shall receive the like pay, rations, forage, and other emoluments, as offi
cers of the same grade and corps of the present military esta?lishment. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That there be appomted, m manner 
aforesaid one third ·lieutenant to each troop or company, in the army 
of the U ;1ited States, who, if of cavalry or light dragoons, shall receive 
the monthly pay of thirty dollars, and of other corps, twenty-three dollars, 
and be allowed the same forage, rations, and other emoluments, as second 
lieutenants of the same corps to which they belong. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, T~at there be allowe_d, to each 
troop or company, in the army of the Umted States, one add1t10nal ser
geant, who shall receive the like pay, clothing, rations, and other emolu
ments, as sergeants of the present military establishment. 
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SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in order to complete the 
present military establishment to the full number authorized by law, 
with the greatest possible despatch, there shall be paid to each effective 
able bodied man, who shall be duly enlisted into the service of the 
United States, after the first day of February next, to serve for the term 
of five years, or during the war, an advance of twenty-four dollars, on 
account of his pay, in addition to the existing bounty, one half of such 
advance to be paid at the enlistment of the recruit, and the other half 
when he shall be mustered and have joined some military corps of the 
United States, for service; and a bounty of one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, as heretofore established by law. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the commissioned officers 
who shall be employed in the recruiting service, shall be entitled to re
ceive for every effective able bodied man, who shall be duly enlisted after 
the first day of February next, by them, for the term of five years or 
during the war, and mustered, and between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years, the sum of four dollars: Provided nevertl1eless, that this 
regulation, so far as respects the age of the recruit, shall not extend to 
musicians, or to those soldiers who may re-enlist into the service: And 
provided also, that no person under the age of twenty-one years, shall be 
enlisted by any officer, or held in the service of the United States, with
out the consent, in writing, of his parent, guardian, or master, first had 
and obtained, if any he have; and if any officer shall enlist any person 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, for every such offence 
he shall forfeit and pay the amount of the bounty and clothing which 
the person so recruited may have received from the public, to be deducted 
out of the pay and emoluments of such officer. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
person during the time he may be performing a tour of militia duty to 
enlist in the regular army of the United States, and the recruiting offi
cers are hereby authorized to enlist any such person in the same manner, 
and under the same regulations, as if he were not performing such militia 
duty; and every person who shall enlist, while performing a tour of 
militia duty as aforesaid, shall be thereby exonerated from serving the 
remainder of said tour; and the state to which he may belong shall not 
be required to furnish any other person to serve in his stead. 

APPROVED, January 20, 1813. 

CHAP, XIII.-.9n .IJ.ct in addition to the act concerning letters if marque, prizes, 
and prize goods.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all prizes of vessels and 
property, captu~ed by private armed ships, commissioned under the 
authority of the United States, which may be condemned in any district 
or circuit court of the United States, shall be sold at public auction, by 
the marshal of the district, in which the same shall be condemned, 
within sixty days after the condemnation thereof, sufficient notice of the 
time and place, and conditions of sale being fi.rst given, on such day or 
days, on such terms of credit, and in such lots or proportions as may be 
designated by the owner or owners, or agent of the owner or owners of 
the privateer which may have captured the same: Provided, that the 
term of such credit shall not exceed ninety days; and the said marshal 
is hereby directed, to take and receive, from the purchaser or purchasers 
of such prize vessel and property, the money therefor, or his, her, or 
their promissory notes with endorsers, to be approved by the owner or 
owners of the privateer, to the amount of the purchase, payable accord
ing to the terms thereof. 

(a) See notes to act of June 26, 1812, chap. 107. 
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SEC. 2. -:fnd b~ it Jurt~er enacted, That upon all duties, costs, and 
charges, bemg paid according to law, the said marshal shall, on demand, 
deliver and pay over to the owner or owners of the pri\·ateer, or to the 
agent of such_ owner or owners of the _privateer, which 1m,y have cap
tured such _prize vessel and property, a Just and t"qual proportion pf the 
funds received on account of the sale thereof, and of the promi~sory 
notes directed to be taken as aforesaid, to which the said owner or 
owners may be entitled, according to the articles of agreement between 
the sai_d owner or owners, an_d the officers and crew of the said privateer: 
and a Just and equal proportion of the proceeds of the sale as aforesaid 
shall, on demand, be also paid over, by the said marshal, to the officer; 
and crew of the said privateer, or to their agent or auents. Aud if there 
be no written agreement, it shall be the duty of the ~arshal to pay over 
in manner as aforesaid, one moiety of the proceeds---of the sale of such 
prize vessel and property, to the owner or owners, agent or agents of the 
owner or owners of the privateer, which may have captured the same· 
aud the other moiety of the said proceeds to the agent or agents of th~ 
officers and crew of the said privateer, to be distributed according to 
law, or to any agreement by them made: Provided, the said officers and 
crew, or their agent or agents, shall have first refunded, to the owner or 
owners, or to the agent of the owner or owners of the privateer afore
said, the full amount of advances which shall have been made by the 
owner or owners of the privateer, to the officers and crew thereof. 

SEc. 3. A11d be it fartlur macted, That for the selling prize pro
perty, and receiving and paying over the proceeds as aforesaid, the mar
shal shall be entitled to a commission of one per cent. and no more, 
first deducting all duties, costs, and charges, which may have accrued 
on said property: Provided, that on no case of condemnation and sale 
of any one prize vessel and cargo, shall the commissions of the marshal 
exceed two hundred and fifty dollars. 

S,w. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
marshal, within fifteen days after any sale of prize property, to file in 
the office of the clerk of the district court, of the district wherein such 
sale may be made, a just and true account of (he sales of such prize 
property, and of all duties and charges thereon, together with a state
ment thereto annexed of the promissory notes taken ·on account thereof, 
which account shall he verified by the oath of the said marshal; and if 
the said marshal shall wilfully neglect, or refuse to file such accou~t,_ he 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars, for each om1ss1on 
or refusal as aforesaid, to be recovered in an action of debt by any per
son interested in such sale, and suing for the said penalty, on account 
of the party or parties interested in the prize vessel or property sold as 
aforesaid, in any court having cognizance thereof. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the owner or owners of any 
private armed vessel or vessels, or their agent or agents, may. at any 
time before a libel shall be filed against any captured vessel or her cariro, 
remove the same from any port into which such prize vessel or propnty 
may be first brought, to any other port in the U_nited ~tates, to be de
signated at the time of the removal as aforcsa~d, su~Ject to the same 
restrictions and complying with the same regu_lauons ;with respect to the 
payment of duties, which are provided by law, m relation t? other ve~sel$ 
arriving in port with cargoes subject to the payment of duties: Prot•ided, 
that before such removal, the said captured property_ shall ~ot have been 
attached at the suit of any adverse claimant, or a claim agamst the same 
h;ive been interposed in behalf of the United States . 

.t\PPROVED, January 27, 1813. 

Vot. II.-100 3 X 
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CHAP, XIV.-.Rn .I/ct authorizing the admission, under certain drcumstances, rf 
t•essels owned b.1/ citizens 1f the United States rf .11.merica, witlt their cargoes, 

from British ports beyund the Cape ,f Good Hope, 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate anrl ]louse nf Rrpresentatives of tlte United 
S•at1!S of America in Co11gr£·ss assembled, That in all cases where 
goods, wares and merchandise, bona fide the property of a citizen or 
citizens of the United States, have been imported iuto the United States 
from British ports beyond the Cape of Good Hope, for the cil.rgoes of 
which vessels'bouds have been required, at the port or place of shipment 
from, and have been given by the owners, agents, consignees, or super
cargoes of such vessels, that the cargoes thereof shall be delivered or 
lauded at some port or place in the United States; and the person or 
persons interested in such goods, wares or merchandise, or concerned 
in the importation thereof, have incurred thereby any fine, penalty and 
f,irfciture, or have delivered the same into the possession or cu~tody of the 
U n1ted States, on such person petitioning for relief to any judge or cou~t 
proper to hear the same, in pursuance of the provisions of the act, enti
tled "An act to provide for mitigating and remitting the fines, forfei
tures and penalties, in certaiu cases therein mentioned;" a11d on the 
facts being shown, on inquiry had by said judge or court, stated and 
transmitted as by said act is required, to the Secretary of the Treasury; 
in all such cases wherein it shall be proved, to his satisfaction, that said 
goods, wares and merchandise, at the time of their shipment, were bona 
fide owned bv a citizen or citizens of the U uited States, and for the 
landing or d,,°livery of which, at some port or place in the United States, 
bonds were required and given as aforesaid, the Secretary of the Trea
sury is hereby directed to remit all fines, penalties and fi,rfeitures, which 
may have hceu incurred in consequence of such shipment, impnrtatiou 
or importations, to deliver up possession of the said vessels, goods, wares 
and merchandise, to the owner or owners thereof, upon the costs and 
charges that have arisen or may arise being paid, and the duties payable 
on such goods, wares and merchandise, or which would have been pay
able if they had been legally imported, being paid or secured to be paid 
according to law, as if the same had been imported and entered at the 
time of the release thereof; an<l also to direct the prosecution or prosecu
tions, if any shall have been instituted for the recovery of such fines, 
penalties, and. forfeitures, to cease and be discontinued: Provided, that 
nothing in this act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to a 
remission of or exemption from any fi,1e, penalty or fiirfeiture which has 
been or may be incurred for a breach of any law or laws of the United 
States other than such as prohibit the admission into the United States 
of goods, wares and merchandise, imported as aforesaid. 

APPROVED, January 27, 1813. 

CHAP. XVI,-.On .fl.ct in addition to the act entitled "An act to raise an add1'tional 
military force," and fur other purposes. 

Re it enaded b_y the Senate and House of Representatives qftlie Uniter/ 
States of America in Co11grf'ss a$srmbled, That in a<ldition to the pre
sent military establishment of the United States, there be raised such 
number of regiments of infantry, not exceeding twenty, as in the opinion 
of the President may be necessary for the public service, to be enlisted 
for the term of one year, unless sooner discharged. 

SF.c. 2. Awl be it furt/11,r enacted, That each of the said regiments 
shall co11sist of one colonel, one lientena'lt colonel, two majors, one ad
jutant, one pay-,naster, one quartermaster, one surgeon, two surgeons' 
mat:s~ one sergeant majo~, one quartermaster sergeant, two principal 
mus1c1ans, and ten compames. 
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SEc. 3. And be it furth_er enacted, That each company shall coni<ist 
of one captam, one first heutenaut, one second lieutenant oue third 
li~11tena11t, one ensign, five :1ergeaut~, six corporals, two 111u:1cia11s, au<l 
nwety privates. 

Si,;c. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Pre1<ident of the United St.a!es in the ~ecess of the Senate to appoint 
such of the officers a~thonzed by this_ act, as may not be appointed 
dunng the present sesswn; which appomtments shall be submitted to 
the Senate at their next session for their advice and consent. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enw:ted, That all the' officers, non-com
missioned oflicen,, musicians, and privates, authorized by this act, shall 
receive the like pay, forage, rations, clothing, and other emoluments 
(the land and b<~uuty excepted) as th~ _officers of the same grade and 
corps, non-comm1ss1oned officers, musicians, and privates, of the present 
military establishment. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non-commis
sioned officers, musicians, aud privates, of the regiments hereby autho
rized to be raised, shall be governed by the rules a11<l articles of war, 
which have been established by the United States in Congress assem
bled, or by such rules and articles as may be hereafter by law established. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the commissioned dficers 
who shall be employed in recruiting the force authorized by this act, 
shall be entitled to receive, for every person enlisted by them into this 
service, for the term specified, and approved by the commanding officer 
of the regiment, and between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
the sum of two dollars: Provided 11e1•ertl1eless, that this regulation, so 
far as respects the age of the recruit, shall not extend to musicians, or 
to those soldiers who may re-enlist into the service: And providtd alm, 
that no person under the age of twenty-one years, shall be enlisted by 
any officer, or held i11 the service of the United States, withm!t the con
sent, in writing, of his parent, guardian, or master, first had and obtained, 
if any he have; and if any officer shall enlist any person contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, for every such offence he shall for
feit and pay the amount of the bounty and clothing, which the persons 
so recruited may have received from the public, to be deducted out of 
the pay and emoluments of such officer. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed and 
paid to each man recruited as aforesaid, a bounty of six,.een dollars; but 
the payment of eight dollars of the :,,aid bounty shall be deferred until 
he shall be mustered, and have joined some military corps of the United 
States. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said regiments shall be 
paid in such manner, that the arrears shall at no time exceed two 
months; unless the circumstances of 1 he case shall render it unavoidable. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enadtrl, That if any officer, non-commis
sioned officer, musician or private, shall be disabled by wounds or other
wise, while in the line of his duty in public service, he shall be placPd 
on the list of invalids of the United States, at such rate of pension and 
under such regulations as are or may _be directed by law: Pr?vid_e1 
always, that the compensation to be allowed for such wounds or d1sab1h• 
ties to a commissioned officer, shall not exceed for the highest rate of 
<lis;bility half the monthly pay of such officer, at the_ time of his being 
disabled or wounded • and that no officer shall receive more than the 
half pay of a Jieuten~nt colonel; and that the rate of compensation to 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates shall not exceed five 
dollars per month: And provided a/.,o, that all inferior disabili!ies shall 
entitle the person so disabled to receive an allowance proportionate to 
the highest disability. . . . 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That 1f any comm1ss1oned officer 
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shall, while in the service of the United States, die, by reason of any 
wound received in actual snvice of the United States, and leave a 
\\·idow, or if no widow, a child or children, under sixteen years of age, 
such widow, or if no widow, such child or children, shall be entitled to 
and receive half the monthly pay to which the deceased- was entitled at 
the time of his death, for and during the term of five years: but in case 
of the death or intermarriage of such wido\V, before the expiration of the 
said term of five years, the half pay for the remainder of the time shall 
go to the child or children of such deceased officer: Provided alu,ays, 
that sach half pay shall cease on the decease of such child or children. 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any non-commissioned 
officer, musician or private, shall desert the service of the United States, 
he shall, in addition to the penalties mentioned in the rules and articles 
of war, be liable to serve for and during such a period as shall, with the 
time he may have served previous to his desertion, amount to the full 
term of his enlistment; and such soldier shall and may be tried b-y a 
court martial, and punished, although the term of his enlistment may 
have elapsed previous to his being apprehended or tried. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, 'J'hat every officer, non-commis
eioned officer, musician and private, shall take and subscribe the follow
ing oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear ?r affirm 
(as the case may be) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
United States of America; and that I will serve them honestly and faith
fully against their enemies or opposers whomsoever; and that I will 
observe and obey the orders of the President of the United States, and 
the orders of the officers appointed over nie, according to the rules and 
articles of war." 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That where any commissioned 
officer shall be obliged to incur any extra expense, in travelling and 
sitting on ·general courts martial, he shall be allowed a reasonable com
pensation f,>r such extra expense actually incurred, not exceeding one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per day to officers who are not entitled to 
forage, and not exceeding one dollar per day to such as shall be entitled 
to forage. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That whenever any officer or 
soldier shall be discharged from the service, except by way of punishment 
for an offence, he shall be allowed his pay and rations, or an equivalent 
in money, for such term of time as shall be sufficient for him to travel 
from the place of discharge to the place of his residence, computing at 
the rate of twenty miles to a day. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed to 
each brigade one chaplain, who shall be entitled to the same pay and 
emoluments as a major iu the infantry. 

Sise 17. And be it furtlier enacted, That no field or staff officer, who 
may be appointed by virtue of this act, shall be entitled to receive any 
pay or emoluments until he shall be called into actual serrice, nor for 
any longer time than he shall continue therein. 

SEC. 18. And be it furtlw· [enacted,]Thattheact, entitled "An act 
authorizing the President of the United States to accept and organize 
certain volunteer military corps," and the act, entitled "An act sup
plementary to the act, entitled, An act authorizing the President of 
the United States, to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps," be, and the same are hereby repealed, from and after the first 
day of February next: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be 
so construed as to deprive the officers and men who may 'have entered 
the service as volunteers, under the said acts, of any rights, immunities, 
or privileges therein secured, or the United [States J of the services of such 
volunteers, agreeably to the provisions of said acts. 

APPMVF.o, January 29, 1813. 
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CHAP._ XVIII.-.8n 1c.t _supplementary to an act entitled "..in act to provide fur 
callwp; forth the militia to execute the laws, suppress insurrections and repel 
invasiuns," and to repwl the act now in force fur those purposes· and' to increase 
the pay 1f volunteer and militia corps. ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in every case in which 
a court martial sh~ll. have adjudged and determined a fine against any 
officer, non-comm1ss10~ed officer, musician, or private, of the militia, for 
any of the causes specified in the act to which this act is a supplement, 
or in the fourth section of an act, entitled "An act to authorize a 
detachment from the militia of the United· States;" all such fines so 
assessed, shall be certified to the comptroller of the treasury of the 
United States, in the same manner as the act to which this act is a sup
plement directed the same to be certified to the supervisor of the 
revenue. 
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SEc. 2 .. And be it furtlier enacted, That the marshals shall pay all 
fines which have been levied and collected by tbem or their respective 
deputies, under the authority of the acts herein referred to, into the 
treasury of the United States, within two months after they shall have 
received the same, deducting five per centum for their own trouble; 
and in case of failure, it shall be the duty of the comptroller of the 
treasury to give notice to the district attorney of the United States, who 
shall proceed against the said marshal in the district court by attachment , 
for the recovery of the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further . enacted, That the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates of volunteer and militia corps, who, 
subsequent to the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hun
dred and twelve, shall have been or may hereafter be called out, while 
in the service of the United States, shall, during the continuance of the 
present war between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the dependencies thereof, and the United States of America, and 
their territories, be entitled to and receive the same monthly pay, rations, 
and forage, and furnished with the same camp equipage as are or may 
be provided by law for tl\e non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates of the army of the United States. 

APPROVED, February 2, 1813. 

CHAP. XX.-.8n .I.let giving tl,e right of pre-emption in tl,e purchase of lands to 
certain settlers in the Illinois territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and /:louse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That ev~ry p~rson, or leg~] 
representative of every person, who has actualJy rnhab1ted and culti
vated a tract of land lying in either of the districts established_ for the 
sale of public lands, in the Illinois territory, which tract is not nghtful)y 
claimed by any other person, and who shall not have r~moved from sa1? 
territory; every such person and his legal representatives sh~ll be enti
tled to a preference in becoming the purchaser from the United States 
of such tract of land at private sale, at the same price and ~n the same 
terms and conditions in every respect, as are or may be provided by law 
for the sale of othe.r lands sold at private sale in said territory, at the 
time of making such purchase: Provided, t~at _n? mor~ th~n one qua:• 
ter section of laud shall be sold to any one mdmdual, m virtue of this 
act; and the same shall be bounded by the sectional and divisional lines 
run, or to be run, under the direction of the surveyor general for the 
division ofthe public lands: Provided also, that no lands reserved from 
sale by former acts, or lands which have been directed to be sold in town 
lots, and out lots, shall be sold under this act. 
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SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That every person claiming a 
preference in becoming the purchaser of a tract of land, in virtue of this 
act, shall make known his claim, by delivering a notice in writing, to 
the register of the land-office, for the district in which the land may lie, 
wherein he shall particularly designate the quarter section he claims; 
which notice the register shall file in his office, on receiving twenty-five 
cents from the person delivering the same. And in every case where it 
shall appear to the satisfaction of the register and receiver of public 
monies of the land-office, that any person, who has delivered his notice 
of claim, is entitled, according to the provisions of this act, to a prefer
ence in becoming the purchaser of a quarter section of land, such per
son so entitled shall have a right to enter the same, with the register of 
the land-office, on producing his receipt from the receiver of public 
monies for at least one twentieth part of the purchase money, as in case 
of other public lands sold at private sale: Provided, that all lands to be 
sold under this act shall be entered with the register, at least two weeks 
before the time of the commencement of the public sales, Ill the district 
wherein the land lies: and every person having a right of preference in 
becoming the purchaser of a tract of land, who shall fail so to make his 
entry with the register, within the time prescribed, his right shall be 
forfeited, and the land by him claimed shall be offered at public sale, 
with the other public lands in the district to which it belongs. 

APPROVED, February 5, 1813. 

CHAP. XXI.-.On .Oct authorizing a Loan for a sum not exceeding sixteen millions 
ef dollars. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives nfth.e United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding sixteen millions of dollars, to 
be applied, in addition to the monies now in the treasury, or which may 
be received from other sources, to defray any of the expenses which have 
been, or, during the present session of Congress, may be authorized by 
law, and for which appropriations have been, or, during the present 
session of Congress, may he made by law: Provided, that no engage
ment nor contract shall be entered into, which shall preclude the United 
States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed, at any time 
after the expiration of twelve years, from the first day of January next: 
And it is hereby furtlier declared, That it shall be deemed a good execution 
of the said power to borrow, for the President of the United States to 
cause to be sold the whole or any part of the certificates of stock issued 
for the sums to be borrowed by virtue of this act. 

Si,:c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States do cause to be laid before Congress, on the first Monday in 
February, eighteen hundred and fourteen, or as soon thereafter as Con
gress may be in session, an account of all the monies obtained by the 
sale of the certificates of stock, by virtne of the power given him by the 
preceding section, together with a statement of the rate at which the 
same may have been sold. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized to employ, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, an agent or agents, for the pur
pose of obtaining subscriptions to the loan authorized by this act, or of 
selling any part of the stock created by virtue thereof. A commission 
not exceeding one quarter of one per cent. on the amount thus sold, or 
for which subscriptions shall have been thus obtained, may, by the Secre
tary of the Treasury, be allowed to such agent or agents; and a sum 
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not exceeding forty tho~sand doll~rs, to. be paid out of any monies in 
~he treasury not otherwise appropriated, 1s hereby appropriated for pay
ing the a:nouut of such c~mmission or commissions, as may be thus 
allowed, and also for defraymg the expenses of printing and issuing the 
~ub~cription certifica~e~ and certific~te~ of stock and other expenses 
mc1de11t to the rece1vmg of subscnptions, and completing the loan 
authorized by this act. 

SF.c. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds con
stituting the annu~l ~ppropriation of tight millions of dollars, for the 
payment of the prmc1pal and interest of the public debt of the United 
States, as may be wanted for that purpose, after satisfyina the sums 
necessary for the payment of the interest, and such part of the principal 
of said debt, as the United States are now pledged annually to pay or 
reimburse, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment of the 
interest, and for the reimbursement of the principal of the stock which 
may be created by virtue of this act: it shall accordingly be the duty of 
the commissioners of the sinking fund, to cause to be applied and paid 
out of the said fund ye~rly, such sui:i and sums_ as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the mterest accruing on the said stock, and to reim
burse the principal as the same shall become due, and may be discharaed 
in conformity with the terms of the loan; and they are further autho
rized to apply, from time to time, such sum or sums, out of the said 
fund, as they may think proper, towards redeeming by purchase, and at 
a price not above par, the principal of the said stock, or any part thereof. 
And the faith of the United States is hereby pledged, to establish suffi
cient revenues for making up any deficiency that may hereafter take 
place.in the funds hereby appropriated for paying the said interest, and 
principal sums, or any of them, in mannn aforesai_d. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtl1er enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of 
the banks in the district of Columbia, to lend any part of the sum autho
rized to be borrowed by virtue of this act, any thing in any of their 
charters of incorporation to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, February 8, 1813. 

CHAP. XXIl.-.8n .!let regulating pensions to persons on board private armed 
ships. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House rif Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the two per centum 
reserved in the hands of the collectors and consuls by the act of June, 
eighteen hundred and twelve, entitled "An ~ct concerning letters of 
marque, prizes, and prize goods," shall be paid to the treasury, u!1der 
the like regulations provided for other public money, and shall constitute 
a fond for the purposes provided for by the seventeenth section of the 
before mentioned act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the _Secr~tary of the Navy 
be authorized and required to place on the pension list, under the hke 
reo-ulations and restrictions, as are used in relation to the navy of the 
U1~ited States, any officer, seaman or marine, who, on board of any pri
vate armed ship or vessel bearing a commission of letter of marque, shall 
have been wounded or otherwise disabled in any engagement with the 
enemy; allowing to the captai~. a sum not exceeding twenty ~lollars per 
month; to lieutenants and sailing master a sum not exceedrng twelve 
dollars each per month; to marine officer, boatswai~, gunner, carpenter, 
master's mate and prize masters, a sum not exceedmg ten dollars each 
per month; to all other officers a sum n_ot exceedin~ eight do!Jars each 
per mouth, for the highest rate _of disability, an? so m proportion; and 
to a seaman, or acting as a marme, the sum of six dollars per month, for 

F<>r a,:t of Feb. 12, lilS, See Ve!. ll, p. 472. 
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the highest rate of disability, and so in proportion; which sevP.ral pen~ 
sions shall be paid, by direction of the Secretary of the Navy, out of the 
fund above provided, and from no other. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commandi[lg officer of 
every vessel having a commission, or letters of marque and reprisal, shall 
enter in his journal the name and rank of any officer, and the name of 
any seaman, who, during his cruise, shall have been wounded or dis
abled as aforesaid, describing the manner and extent, as far as practica
ble, of such wound or disability. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, 'fhat every collector shall trans
mit quarterly to the Secretary of the Navy, a trans,cript of such journals 
as may have been reported to him, so far as it gives a list of the officers 
and crew, and the description of wounds and disabilities, the better to 
enable the secretary to decide on claims for p~nsions. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1813. 

CHAP. XXIll.-.8n Act confirmin~ certain claims to lands in the district 1/f 
Vincennes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the decisions of 
the register and receiver of public monies for the district of Vincennes, 
made in favour of persons claiming donation lands in said district, as 
entered in a list of claims which in the opinion of the said register and 
receiver ought to be confirmed in pursuance of the act, entitled "An 
act providing for the sale of certain lands in the Indiana territory, and 
for other purposes," passed on the thirtieth day of April, one th(_)usand 
eight hundred and ten, which list is a part of their report to the Secre
tary of the Treasury, bearing date of the twenty-seventh day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve, be, and the same are hereby con
firmed. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the following persons whose 
claims, according to the aforesaid report, are not embraced by the pro
visions of the above recited act, but which nevertheless in the opinion 
of the register and receiver ought to be confirmed, shall be, and their 
claims are hereby confirmed respectively, to the following quantities of 
land, that is to say: the heirs of Francis Peltier, the heirs of Bernice 
Lefevre, and the heirs of Jean Btt. Valecour, respectively, four hundred 
acres; Rene Campeau, Frarlcois Cardin::\}, the heirs of Joseph Pancake, 
the heirs of Jacob Howell, the heirs of Alexander Wilson, the heirs of 
Daniel Sullivan, and the heirs of Jacob Tevebaugh, respectively, one 
hundred acres. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several persons whose 
claims are confirmed by this act, are hereby authorized to enter their 
locations with the register of the land-office at Vincennes, on any part 
of the tract set apart for that purpose in said district, by virtue of the 
act, entitled "An act respecting claims to lands in the Indiana territory 
and state of Ohio," and in conformity to the provisions of that act: Pro
vided, that such locations shall be made prior to the first day of October 
next; and the right of any person who shall neglect to locate prior to 
that day shall become void and for ever be barred. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every person, or the legal 
representative of every person, whose claim to a tract of land is con
firmed by this act, shall, whenever his claim shall have been located and 
surveyed, be entitled to receive from the register of the land-office at 
Vincennes a certificate, stating that the claimant is eqtitled to receive a 
patent for such tract of land by virtue of this act; for which certificate 
the register shall receive one dollar ; and which certificate shall entitle 
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the party to a patent for the said tract of land, which shall issue in like 
manner as is provided by law for the other lands of the United States, 

APPROVED, February 13, 1813. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.On .!let making proviswn for an additional number ef general 
offtcers, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Statts of America in Congress assembled, That the President be, and 
he is hereby authorized by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint six major generals, in addition to those already autho
rized by law; each of whom· shall be allowed two aids-de-camp to be 
taken from the officers of the line, and 11ix brigadier generals, who shall 
be allowed a brigade major, and one aid-de-camp, each to be taken also 
from the officers of the line. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the officers authorized by 
this act shall receive the same pay, forage, rations, and other emolu
ments, as the officers of the same grade of the present military establish
ment. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1813. 

CHAP. XXVII.-An Act authorizing the issuing ef Treasury notes fw the ser
vice ef the year one thousand eigM hundred and thirteen.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause treasury notes 
for such sum or sums as he may think expedient, but not exceeding in 
the whole the sum of five millions of dollars, to be prepared, signed, and 
issued, in the manner herein after provided. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, in addition to the amount autho
rized by the next preceding section of this act, to cause treasury notes, 
for such sum or sums as he may think expedient, but not exceeding in 
the whole the further sum of five millions of dollars, to be prepared, 
signed, and issued in the manner herein after provided: Provided, that 
the amount of money borrowed or obtained, by virtue of the notes which 
may be issued by virtue of this section, shall be deemed and held to be 
in part of the sum of sixteen millions of dollars, authorized to be bor
rowed by virtue of the act to tliat effect, passed during the present session 
of Congress. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said treasury notes shall 
be reimbursed by the United States, at such places respectively as may 
be expressed on the face of the said notes, one year respectively after 
the day on which the same shall have been issued; from which day of 
issue they shall bear interest, at the rate of five and two-fifths per centum 
a year, payable to the owner and owners of such notes, at the treasury, 
or by the proper commissioner of loans, or by the officer designated for 
that purpose, at the places and times respectively designated on the face 
of said notes, for the payment of principal. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said treasury notes shall 
be respectively signed,.in behalf of the United States, by persons to be 
appointed for that purpose by the President of the United States, two 
of which persons shall sign each note, and shall each receive, as a com
pensation for that service, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
for every hundred notes thus signed by them respectively; and the said 

(a) See notes to act of June 30, 1812, chap. 111, 
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notes shall likewise be countersigned by the commissioner of loans for 
that state where the notes may respectively be made payable, or by the 
register of the treasury, if made payable in the district of Columbia, or 
by a person to be appointed for that purpose by the Pre,iident of the 
United States, if made payable in a state for which there is no commis
sioner of loans; which person or persons thus appointed shall also 
receive, as a compensation for that service, at the rate of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents for every hundred notes thus signed by him or them 
respectively. . 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Presi
dent of the United States, to cause to be issued such portion of the said 
treasury notes as the President ~ay think expedient, in payment of sup
plies, or debts due by the United States, to such public creditors or 
other persons as may choose to receive such notes in payment, as afore
said, at par: and the Secretary of the Treasury is further authorized, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States, to borrow 
from time to time, not under par, such sums as the President may think 
expedient on the credit of such notes; or to sell, not under par, such 
portion of the said notes as the President may think expedient. And it 
shall be a good execution of this provision to pay such notes to such 
hank or banks as will receive the same at par, and give credit to the 
treasurer of the United States for the amount thereof, on the day on 
which the said notes shall thus be issued, and paid to such bank or 
banks respectively. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to employ an agent or agents for the purpose of 
selling any portion of the notes which may be issued by -virtue of this 
act: a commission not exceeding one quarter of one per cent. on the 
amount thus sold, may, by the Secretary of the Treasury, be allowed to 
such agent or agents; and a sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise ap
propriated, is hereby appropriated, for paying such commission or com
missions as may be thus allowed. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said treasury notes shall 
be transferable by delivery and assignment, endorsed thereon by the 
person to whose order the same shall, on the face thereof, have been 
made payable. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said treasury notes, 
wherever made payable, shall be every where received in payment of all 
duties and taxes laid by the authority of the United States, and of all 
public lands sold by the said authority : on every such payment credit 
shall be given for the amount of both the principal and the interest, 
which, on the day of such payment, may appear due on the note or notes 
thus given in payment: and the said interest shall on such payments be 
computed at the rate of one cent and one half of a cent per day, on 
every hundred dollars of principal, and each month shall be computed 
as containing thirty days. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That any person making payment 
to the United States, in the said treasury notes, into the hands of any 
collector, receiver of public monies, or other public officer or agent, 
shall, on books kept according to such forms as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, give duplicate certificates of the number 
and respective amount of principal and interest of each and every trea
sury note thus paid by such person ; and every collector, receiver of 
public monies, or other public officer or agent, who shall thus receive 
any of the said treasury notes in payment, shall, on payment of the same 
into the treasury, or into one of the banks where the public monies are 
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?r may be deposited, receive_ cred~t both for the principal and for the 
mterest computed as aforesaid, wluch, on the day of such last mentioned 
payment, shall appear due on the note or notes thus paid in· and he 
shall be charged for the interest accrued on such note or notes 

1

from the 
day on_which the same shal_I have been received by him in payment as 
af?resa1d, t? the day on which the same shall he paid by him as afore
said: Provided always, that no such charge or deduction shall be made 
with respect to any bank into which payments as aforesaid may be made 
to the United States, either by individuals or by collectors receiverl;l or 
other public officers or agents, and which shall receive' the sam; as 
specie, and give credit to the treasurer of the United States for the 
amount thereof, including the interest accrued and due on such notes 
on the day on which the same shall have been thus paid into such bank 
on account of the United States. ' 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
sinking fund be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to cause 
to be reimbursed and paid the principal and interest of the treasury 
notes which may be issued by virtue of this act, at the several time and 
times when the same, according to the provisions of this act, should be 
thus reimbursed and paid ; and the said commissioners are further 
authorized to make purchases of the said notes, in the same manner as 
of other evidences of the public debt, and at a price not exceeding par, 
for the amount of the principal and interest due at the time of purchase 
of such notes. So much of the funds constituting the annual appropria
tion of eight millions of dollars, for the payment of the principal and 
interest of the public debt of the lJ nited States, as may be wanted for 
that purpose, after satisfying the sums necessary for the payment of the 
interest and such part of the principal of the said. debt, as the United 
States are now pledged annually to pay and reimburse, including therein 
the interest and principal which_ may become payable upon any loan or 
loans which may be contracted by virtue of any law passed during the 
present session of Congress, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the 
payment of the interest, and for the reimbursement or purchase of the 
principal of the said notes; and so much of any monies in the treasury 
n!)t otherwise appropriated, as may be necessary for that purpose, is 
hereby appropriated for making up any deficiency in the funds thus 
pledged and appropriated, for paying the principal and intere~t-as afore
said ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
directed for that purpose to cause to be paid to the commi~sioners o~ the 
sinking fund such sum or sums of money, and at such tnne and times 
as will enable the said commissioners faithfully and punctually to pay 
the principal and interest of the said notes. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlier enacted, That .a sum of forty_thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherw1s~ appro
priated be and the same is hereby appropriated, for defraymg the 
expens~ of preparing, printing, engraving, ~igning, an~ otherwise incident 
to the issuing of the treasury notes authonzed by this act. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, o'. ~ause <;>r procur~ t<;> be falsely m~de, 
forged, or counterfeited, or w1llmgly aid or assist m falsely_ makmg, 
forging, or counterfeiting any note in imitation of, or purportmg to be, 
a treasury note aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or caus~, or procure to 
be falsely altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely alt~rmg any treasury 
note issued as aforesaid; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or ~ttempt to 
pass, utter, or publish as true, any false, for_ged, or ~ounterfe1ted note, 
purporting to be a treasury note as aforesaid, knowrng the same_ to be 
falsely made, forged, or counterfeited; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or 
attempt to pass, utter, or publish as true, any falsely altered treasury 
note issued as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely altered, every 
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such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and being 
thereof convicted, by due course of law, shall be sentenced to be impri
soned and kept to hard labour for a period not less than three years, 
nor more than ten years, and be fined in a sum not exceeding five thou
sand dollars. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1813. 

CHAP. XXX.-.an .act to impose a du,ty on the impartation qf Iron wire. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That iron wire, which, from 
and after the passage of this act, shall be imported into the United States 
and the territories thereof, shall be subject to the same duty as is paid 
o~ the importation of iron, steel, or brass locks, hinges, hoes, anvils, and 
vices. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That an addition of ten per 
centum shall be made on the rate of duty hereby directed to be collected 
on the importation of iron wire as aforesaid, in ships or vessels not of 
the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the duty laid by this act shall 
be levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same regu
lations and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security, and time of 
payment, as the duties now in force on the articles herein before enu
merated. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1813. 

CHAP. XXXI.-.!ln Jlct to raise ten additional companies of Ranger11. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ho'lf,se of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, to raise ten additional 
companies of rangers, on the same provisions, conditions, and restric
tions as those authorized to be raised by "An act authorizing the Presi
dent of the United States to raise certain companies of rangers for the 
protection of the frontier of the United States," which said companies 
shall be in lieu of one of the regiments authorized to be raised by the 
act in addition to the act, eatitled "An act to raise an additional mili
tary force, and for other purposes," passed the twenty-ninth day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1813. 

CHAP. XXXII.-An Jlct to alter the time for the next meeting of CongrCBs. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ojthe Un·ited 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjournment 
of the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the 
fourth Monday of May next. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-.1ln .!let directing the Secretary of the Treasury to remit certain 
fines, penalties, and Jorfeitures, therein mentioned, 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases where goods, 
wares, ai1d merchandise have been imported or introduced into the 
United States (the same not having been clandestiuely imported or 
introduced) from the dependencies of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, since the declaration of war by the United States 
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ag~inst the said kingdom, or which were shipped from the said kingdom 
prior to the second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, wher~by the person or _person_s intere~ted in such goods, wares, 
?r merchan?1se, or concerned m the importation or introduction thereof, 
m~o the Umted States, hat_h or have incurred any fine, penalty, or for
feiture, under an act, entitled "An act to interdict the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Britain and France 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes;" and an act, entitled 
"An act concerning the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies and for 
other purposes;" and the act supplementary to the act last me~tioned • 
on such person or persons petitioning for relief to any judge or court'. 
proper to hear the same, in pursuance of the provisions of the act, 
entitled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, 
penalties, and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein mentioned;" 
and on the facts being shown, on inquiry had by the said judge or court, 
stated and transmitted, as by the said act is required, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury; in all such cases wherein it shall be proved to his 
satisfaction, that the said goods, wares, and merchandise, at the time of 
their importation or introduction into the United States were bona fide 
American property, that they were not clandestinely imported or intro
duced, and that they were imported or introduced since the declaration of 
war aforesaid, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to remit all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures that may have been incurred undertbe said 
acts, in consequence of such importation or introduction into the United 
States, upon the costs and charges that have arisen, or may arise, being 
paid, and on payment of the duties that would have been payable by law, 
on such goods, wares, and merchandise, if legally imported, and also, to 
direct the prosecution or prosecutions, if any shall have been instituted 
for the recovery of the said fines, penalties, and forfeitures, to cease and 
be discontinued. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the duties payable on the 
goods, wares, and merchandise embraced by the provisions of the act, 
entitled "An act authorizing the admission, under certain circum
stances, of vessels owned by citizens of the United States of America, 
with their cargoes, from British ports beyond the Cape of Good Hope," 
shall not, in any case, be paid, or secured to be paid, in such manner as 
to postpone the payment of such duties beyond the time and times at 
which the said duties should have become payable, if the goods, wares, 
and merchandise had been imported and entered at the time of passing 
this act, any thing in the act above mentioned to the contrary notwith
standing. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-An .Bet in ruldition to an act regulating tlee Post-qffice establish
ment. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the_Postm?-5ter-General_ be, 
and he is hereby authorized to contract for carryrng mails o~ the U mted 
States in any steamboat or boats, which are or may be established to ply 
between one post town and another post town: Provided, that such con
tract shall not be made for a longer period than four years: And pro
vided also, that the pay for such service, _s~all not be at a greater rat~, 
taking into consideration distance, exped1t1on, and frequency, t~an 1s 
paid for carrying the mail by stages on the post road, or roads, adjacent 
to the course of such steamboats, and that such contract shall secure 
the regular transportation of the mail throughout each year. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 
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CHAP, XXXV.-An .B.ct authorizing the appointment of additional rfficers in the 
respective territories of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be appoin~ed in 
the respective territories of the United States, a person learned rn the 
law, to act as attorney of the United States, who shall, besides the usual 
fees of office, receive an annual salary of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
payable quarter yearly, at the treasury of the United States; and there 
shall also be appointed, in each of said territories, a marshal, who shall 
receive the same fees and compensation as is allowed by law to the 
marshal of the district of Kentucky. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

Feb. 27, 1813. CHAP,XXXVI.-.lln.11.cttoestablishcertain post roads in the State of Louisiana, 

Post roads. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
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States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
be established; from Natchez, in the Mississippi territory, by Concordia 
to Catahoula, and from thence, by Rapids to N achitoches; from St. 
Francisville, by St. Helena and St. Tammany to Madisonville. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

CHAP. XXXVII.-.On .Oct to encourage Vaccination. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives of the United 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint an agent to preserve 
t·he genuine vaccine matter, and to furnish the same to any citizen of 
the United States, whenever it may be applied for, through the medium 
of the post-office; and such agent shall, previous to his entering upon 
the execution of the duties assigned to him by this act, and before he 
shall be entitled to the privilege of franking any letter or package as 
herein allowed, take and subscribe the following oath or •affirmation, 
before some magistrate, and cause a certificate thereof to be filed in the 
general post-office: "l, A. B. do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) 
that I will faithfully use my best exertions to preserve the genuine 
vaccine matter, and to furnish the same to the citizens of the United 
States; and also, that I will abstain from every thing prohibited in rela
tion to the establishment of the post-office of the United States." And 
it shall be the duty of the said agent to transmit to the several post
masters in the United States a copy of this act: and he shall also for
ward to them a public notice, directing how and where all application 
shall be made to him for vaccine matter. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all letters or packages not 
exceeding half an ounce in weight, containing vaccine matter, or relating 
to the subject of vaccination, and that alone, shall be carried by the 
United States' mail free of any postage, either to or from the agent who 
may be appointed to carry the provisions of this act into effect: Provided 
always, that the said agent before he delivers any letter for transmission 
by the mail, shall in his own proper handwriting, on the outside thereof, 
endorse the word "Vaccination," and thereto subsoribe his name, and 
shall previously furnish the postmaster of the office where he shall deposit 
the same with a specimen of his signature; and if said agent shall frank 
any letter or package, in which shall be contained any thing relative to 
any subject other than vaccination, he shall, on conviction of every such 
offence, forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars, to be recovered in the same 
manner as other fines or violations of law establishing the post-office: 
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Provide~ al~o, that the discharge of any agent, and the appointment of 
another rn his stead, be at the discretion of the President of the United 
States. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

CHAP. XXXVIU.-.On .Bet giving further time for registering cU1ims to lands in 
t~e eastern and watern districts rf the territory if Orleans, now state if Loui• 
siana.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
StG;te~ of Americ_a in Congress assembled, That every person or persons 
cla1mrng lands m the eastern or western district of the territory of 
Orleans, now state of Louisiana, who are actual settlers on the land 
which they claim, and whose cluims have not been heretofore filed with 
the register of the land-office for the district wherein the lands lie shall 
be allowed until the first day of January next, to deliver noti~es in 
writing, and the written evidences of their claims, in the said districts 
respectively, to the register of the land-office at New Orleans and 
Opelousas; and the notices and evidences so delivered within the time 
limited by this act, shall be recorded in the same manner, and on pay
ment of the same fees, as if the same had been delivered before the first 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eight; but the rights of 
such persons as shall neglect so doing within the time limited by this 
act, shall, so far as they are derived from, or founded on, any act of 
Congress, ever after be barred and become void, and the evidences of 
their claims never after admitted as evidence in any court of the United 
States against any grant derived from the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enacted, That every person or persons who 
had filed his or their notice of claim to lands lying within either of the 
said districts with the proper register of the land-office, according to 
former laws, but have not exhibited any testimony or written evidence 
in support of the same, and whose claim has not been confirmed by the 
commissioners appointed to ascertain and settle claims to lands in the 
said districts, shall be allowed until the first day of January next, to 
deliver the \Vritten evidence or other testimony in support of his or their 
claim, the notice of which had been filed as aforesaid, to the register of 
the land-office at New Orleans, for lands lying in the eastern district, 
and the register of the land-office at Opelousas, for lands lying in the 
western district; and every written evidence of claim, the n_otice whereof 
had been filed as aforesaid, for lands lying in the said districts, delivered, 
within the time limited by this section, to the said registers, shall by 
them respectively be recorded in the same manner as was directed, and 
on receiving the same fees allowed by former acts for recording evidence 
of claim to lands in the same districts; and the right of any such persons 
neglecting to deliver the evidence of their claims as above mentioned, 
shall become barred and void in so far as the same is derived from the 
United States, and the evidence thereof be incapable of being admitted 
in any court whatsoever against any grant derived from the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public monies of the said respective land-offices at New Orleans and 
Opelousas, shall have the same powers and perform the same_ duties in 
every respect in relation to the claims that may be filed accordmg to_ the 
first section of this act, and the claims, notice of which had been given 
under former acts, and the evidence in support th~reof shall have been 
delivered, according to the second section of this act, as the bo~rd of 
commissioners, for ascertaining and adjusting claims to. lands m ~he 
same districts, would have had or should have performed, if such notice 

(a) See notes to net of March 2, 1805, chap. 26, page 324, 
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had been filed, and such evidence delivered before the first day of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and eight, except, that their decisions shall 
be subject to the revision of Congress. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
register and receiver of each of the said land-offices respectively, to make 
to the commissioner of the general land-office, a report of all the claims 
filed with the register as aforesaid, with the substance of the evidence in 
support thereof, and of the claims formally filed, in support of which 
evidence shall have been received, with the substance of such evidence, 
and also their opinion and such remarks respecting the claims as they 
may think proper to make; which report, together with a list of the 
claims, which in the opinion of the register and receiver ought to be 
confirmed, shall be laid by the commissioner of the general land-office 
before Congress, at their next session, for their determination thereon. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the register and receiver for 
each of the aforesaid land-offices shall have power to appoint a clerk, 
whose duties shall be the same, in relation to the aforesaid claims, as 
were required of the clerk to the board of commissioners for the same 
districts; and the said registers, receivers, and clerks, shall each be al
lowed fifty cents for e11ch claim on which a decision shall be made, in 
their respective districts, whether such decision be in favour or against 
the claims; which allowance of fifty cents shall be in full compensation 
for their services under this act. And a further sum of fifty cents shall 
be allowed on each claim decided as aforesaid, to defray the expense 
of making translations from the French and Spanish languages. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

CHAP. XXXIX.-An Act to authorize and empower the presirlent and managers 
ef the Washington Turnpike Company ef the State ef Maryland, when or
ganized, to extend and make tleeir turnpike rortd to or from Georgetown in the 
District ef Columbia, through the said district to the line thereef. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the law of the state 
of Maryland, entitled "An act to incorporate a company to make a 
turnpike road from the line of the district of Columbia where it crosses 
the post road leading from Georgetown to F'redericktown, through 
Montgomery and Frederick counties to Fredericktown," passed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and five, atid the supplement thereto, 
be, and they are hereby declared to be in full force, within the district 
of Columbia. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the president and managers 
of said company when organized according to Jaw, shall be, and they 
are hereby authorized and empowered to make said turnpike road from 
Georgetown in the district of Columbia, through Tennallytown to the 
line of said district, in the same manner and upon the same terms and 
conditions, as by law they are authorized to make the said turnpike, 
within the limits of the state of Maryland. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when and so soon as the 
said turnpike road shall be completed from Georgetown in the district 
of Columbia to Montgomery Courthou:,e, in the state of Maryland, it 
shall and may be lawful for the said president and managers of said 
company, to erect a toll gate on this side of, and near to Tennallytown, 
and there to demand and receive such tolls, and on such terms and con
ditions as by the law of the state of Maryland they are authorized to 
demand and receive, at any toll gate erected on said road within the 
limits of the state of Maryland. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 
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CHAP. XL.-Jln ./let to continue in force,for a limited time, the first section rf 
the act entitled "Jln act f urtl,er to protect the commerce and seamen cf the United 
States against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the act passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four 
entitled "An act further to protect the commerce an,sl seamen of th~ 
United States against the Barbary powers," as is contained in the first 
section of the said act, and which was continued in force for the time 
therein mentioned, by an act, entitled "An aet to continue in force for 
a further time the first section of the act, entitled An act further to 
protect the commerce and seamen of the United States against the Bar
bary powers," passed on the thirty-first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, be, and the same is hereby continued in force 
until the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
and thence to the end of the next ensuing session of Congress : Pro
vided however, that the additional dut:y laid by said section shall be col
lected on all such goods, wares, and merchandise, liable to pay the same, 
as shall have been imported previous to the end of that session of Con
gress. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1813. 

CHAP, XLII.-.Bn .llct for flte regulation cf seamen on board the public and pri· 
vate vessels cf the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
termination of the war in which the United States are now engaged with 
Great Britain, it shall not be lawful to employ on board any of the public 
or private vessels of the United States any person or persons except 
citizens of the United States, or persons of colour, natives ofthe_United 
States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the time when 
this act shall take effect, it shall not be lawful to employ as aforesaid, 
any naturalized citizen of the United States, unless such citizen shall 
produce to the commander of the public vessel, if to be employed on 
board such vessel, or to a collector of the customs, a certified copy of 
the act by which he shall have been naturalized, setting forth such 
naturalization and the time thereof. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That in all cases of private ves
sels of the United States sailing from a port in the United States to a 
foreign port, the list of the crew, made as heretofore directed by law, 
shall be examined by the collector for the district from which the vessel 
shall clear out, and, if approved of by him, shall be certified accordingly. 
And no person shall be admitted or employed as aforesaid, on board of 
any vessel aforesaid, unless his name shall have been entered in the list 
of the crew, approved and certified by the collector for the ~istrict from 
which the vessel shall clear out as aforesaid. And the said collector, 
before he delivers the list of the crew, approved and certified as afore
said, to the captain, master, or proper officer of the vessel to whi?h the 
same belongs, shall cause the same to be recorded in a book by him for 
that purpose to be provided, and the said record shall be open for_ the 
inspection of all persons, and a certified copy_ thereof sh~Jl be admitted 
in evidence in any court in which any question may anse, under any 
of the provisions of this act. . . 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the Umted 
States be, and he hereby is authorized from time to time to make such 
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further regulations, and to give such directions to the several command
ers of public vessels, and to the several collectors, as may be proper and 
necessary respecting the proofs of citizenship, to be exhibited to the 
commanders or collectors. aforesaid : Provided, that nothing contained 
in such regulations or directions shall be repugnant to any of the pro
visions of this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the time 
when this act shall take effect, no seaman or other seafaring man, not 
being a citizen of the United States, shall be admitted or received as a 
passenger on board of any public or private vessel of the United States, 
in a foreign port, without permission in writing from the proper officers 
of the country of which such seaman or seafaring man may be subject 
or citizen. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the time 
when this act shall take effect, the consuls or commercial agents of any 
nation at peace with the United States shall be admitted (under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by the President of the United States) 
to state their objections to the proper commander or collector as afore
said, against the employment of any seaman or sea-faring man on board 
of any public or private vessel of the United States, on account of his 
being a native subject or citizen of such nation, and not embraced 
within the description of persons who may be lawfully employed, accord
ing to the provisions of this act ; and the said consuls or commercial 
agents shall also be admitted under the said regulations, to be present 
at the time when the proofs of citizenship of the persons against whom 
such objections may have been made, shall be investigated by such com
mander or collector. 

SEc. 7. And be it .further enacted, That if any commander of a public 
vessel of the United States, shall knowingly employ or permit to be em
ployed, or shall admit or receive, or permit to be admitted or received, 
on board his vessel, any person whose employment or admission is pro
hibited by the provisions of this act, he shall on conviction thereof forfeit 
and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each person thus unlawfully 
employed or admitted on board such vessel. 

SEC, 8. Anrl be it further enacted, That if any person shall, contrary 
to the prohibitions of this act, be employed, or be received on board of 
any private vessel, the master or commander, and the owner or owners 
of such vessel, knowing thereof, shall respectively forfeit and pay five 
hundred dollars for each person thus unlawfully employed or received 
in any one voyage; which sum or sums shall be recovered, although 
such seaman or person shall have been admitted and entered in the cer
tified list of the crew aforesaid, by the collector for the district to which 
the vessel may belong: and all penalties and forfeitures arising under or 
incurred by virtue of this act, may be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, 
with costs of suit by action of debt, and shall accrue and be one moiety 
thereof to the use of the person who shall sue for the same, and the 
other moiety thereof to the use of the United States. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall he construed to prohibit any commander or master of a public or 
private vessel of the United States, whilst in a foreign port or place, from 
:receiving any American seamen in conformity to law, or supplying any 
deficiency of seamen on board such vessel, by employing American 
seamen, or subjects of such foreign country, the employment of whom 
shall not be prohibited by the laws thereof. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 
shall have no effect or operation with respect to the employment as sea
men of the subjects or citizens of any foreign nation which shall not, by 
treaty or special convention with the government of the United States, 
have prohibited on board of her public and private vessels the employ• 
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ment of native citizens of the United States, who have not become a 
citizen or subject of such nation. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be so construed as to prevent any arrangement between the United 
States and_ any foreign natio_n, wh_ich may take place under any treaty 
or convention, made and ratified m the manner prescribed by the con
stitution of the United States. 

SEc. 12. And be it fu1·ther enacted, That no person who shall arrive 
in the United States, from and after the time when this act shall take 
effect, shall be admitted to become a citizen of the United States who 
shall not for the continued term of five years next preceding his ;dmis
sion as aforesaid have resided within the United States, without being 
at any time during the said five years, out of the territory of the United 
States. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 
forged or counterfeited, any certificate or evidence of citizenship refer
red to in this act; or shall pass, utter, or use as true, any false, forged 
or counterfeited certificate of citizenship, or shall make sale or dispose 
of any certificate of citizenship to any person other than the person for 
whom it was originally issued, and to whom it may of right belong, 
every such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony; and 
on being thereof convicted by due course of law, shall be sentenced to 
be imprisoned and kept to hard labour for a period not less than three, 
or more than five years, or be fined in a sum not less than five hundred 
dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars, at the discretion of the 
court taking cognizance thereof. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That no suit shall be brought 
for any forfeiture or penalty incurred under the provisions of this act, 
unless the suit be commenced within three years from the time of the 
forfeiture. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP. XLUI.-.lln .!Jct giving further time to purchasers '!f public lands to com. 
plete their payments. 

Be it enacted by the &nate and House ef Representatives of tlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That every person who, 
prior to the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and nine, 
had purchased any tract or tracts of land of the United.States, not ex
ceeding in the whole six hundred and forty acres, unless the tract pur
chased be a fractional section or sections of fractional sections classed 
with ari entire section, at any of the land-offices established for the dis
posal of the public lands, and whose lands have not already been actually 
sold, or reverted to the United States, for non-payment of part of the 
purchase money, shall be allowed the further term of three years, from 
and after the expiration of the period already given by law, for com
pleting the payment of the said purchase money, which further term of 
three years shall be allowed only on condition, First, That all arrears of 
interest on the purchase money shall have been paid on or before the 
time shall have expired, according to former laws for completing the 
payment of the purchase money : Provided, that in all cases in which 
the time for completing the payment of the purchase money may have 
expired or shall expire before the first day of June next, the interest 
may be paid on or before that day. Second, That the residue of the 
sum due on account of the principal of such purchase, shall be paid 
with interest thereon, in three equal annual payments, viz: One third 
of the said residue, with interest whic.b may then be due thereon, within 
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one year; another third of said residue with interest, within two yeari,. 
and the remaining third of said residue with interest within three years 
after the expiration of the time for completing the payment on account 
of such purchase, according to former laws; and in case of failure, in 
paying either the arrears or interest, or any of three instalments of prin
cipal with the accruing interest, at the time and times above mentioned, 
the tract of land shall be forthwith advertised and offered for sale, in the 
manner and on the terms directed by law, in case of lands not paid for 
within the limited term, and shall revert in like manner, if the sum due 
with interest be not at such sale bidden and paid : Provided, that the 
benefit of this act shall not extend to any person or persons on account 
of any purchase of any tract or tracts of land made at any of the land
offices northwest of the river Ohio, prior to the first day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and eight. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

March 3, 1813. CHAP. XLIV.-An .IJ.ct allowing furtlier time for delivering the evidence in sup• 
port rf claims to land in tl,e territory ef Missouri, and for regulating the dona-
tion grants therein. • 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States, of America in Congress assembled, That every person or per-
-------

(a-) Lands in Missouri.-An act making further provision for settling the claims to land in the territory 
of Missouri, June 13, 1812, chap. 9.:J. 

An act allowing further time for delivering the evidence in snpport of the claims to land in the territory 
of Missouri, and for regulating the donation of grants therein, March 3, 1813, chap. 44. 

An act giving further time for registering claims to l:rnds in the late district of Arkansas, in the territory 
of Missouri, and for other purposes, August 2, 1813, chap. 59. 

An act for the final adjustment of land titles in the state of Lonisiana, and territory of Missouri, April 
12, 1814, chap. 52. 

An act for the confirmation of certain claims to land in the western district of the state of Louisiana, 
and in the territory of Michigan, April 29, 1816, chap. 159. 

An act explanatory of an act entitled, "An act for the final adjustment of land titles in the state of 
Louisiana, and territory of Missouri, March 3, 1819, chap. 85. 

An act to perfect certain locations and sales of public lands in Missouri, April 26, 1822, chap. 40. 
An act enabling the claimants to lands within the limits of the state of Missouri, and the territory of 

Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the validity of their claims, May 26, 1824, chap. 173, 
An act supplementary to the act passed on the thirteenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 

twelve, entitled, "An act making further provision for settling claims to land in the territory of Missouri," 
May 26, 1824, chap. 184. 

An act to continue in force for a limited time, and to amend an act entitled, "An act to enable claim. 
ants to lands within the limits of the state of:J.\:Iissouri, and territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings 
to try the validity of their claims," May 24, 1!128, chap. 90. 

An act further supplemental to the act entitled," An act making further provision for settling the claims 
to land in the territory of Missouri, passed the thirteenth of June, eighteenhnndred and twelve," January 
27, 1831, chap. 12. 

An act for the relief of certain holders of certificates issued in lieu of lands injured by earthquakes in 
Missouri, March 2, 1831, chap. 92. 

An act for the final adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, July 9, 1832, chap. 180. 
An act supplemental to the act entitled, "An act for the final adjustment of land claims in Missouri," 

March 2, 1833, chap. 84. 
An act confirming the claims to land in the state of Missouri, and for other purposes, July 4, 1836, 

chap. 358. 
An act authorizing the issuing of a patent to the heirs and legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 

deceased, and for other purposes, August 29, 1842, chap. 229, sec. 2. 
Land titles in Missouri:-
The state of Missouri was formerly part of the territory, first of France, next of Spain, then of France, 

who ceded it to the United States by the treaty of 1803, in full propriety, sovereignty and dominion, as 
she had acquired and held it; by which this government put itself in place of the former sovereigns, and 
became invested with all t]:ieir rights, subject to their concomitant obligations to the inhabitants. Both 
were regulated by the law of nations, according to which the rights of property are protected, even in the 
case of a conquered country, and held sacred and inviolable when it is ceded by treaty, with or without 
any stipulation to such effect; and the Jaws, whether in writing, or evidenced by the usage and customs 
of the conquered or ceded country, continue in force, until altered by the new sovereign. Strother v. 
Lucas, 12 Peters, 410. 

No principle can be better established by the authority of the supreme court, than "that the acts of an 
officer, to whom a public duty is assigned by his king, within the sphere of that duty, are prima facie 
taken to be within his power." The principles on which it rests, are believed to be too deeply foundlld 
in law and reason, ever to be successfully assailed, He who would controvert a grant executed by the 
lawful authority, with all the solemnities required by law, takes on himself the burthen of showing that tho 
officer has transcended the powers conferred upon him; or that the trans&ction is tainted with fraud. Ibid. 
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sons ~h? had filed .a. notice of clai~ to any !ract ?f land lying within 
the d1str!ct of Lomsiana (now territory of M1ssoun) with the recorder 
of !and t1tl_es, acc?rdmg to law, and have not exhibited any testimony or 
wntten evidence m support of the same, and whose claim has not already 

813 

Further time 
allowed to clai. 
manta within 
the district of 
Missouri. 

Where the act of an officer to pass the title to land a".cording to the Spanish law, is done contrary to 
the written order of the kmg, 1s produced at the trial, without any e«planation, it shall be presumed that 
the power has not been exceeded: th•~ the act was done on the_moti~e set out therein; and according 
to some order known to the kmg and his officers, though not to his subJects: and courts ought to require 
very full proof, that he had _transcended his powers, before they so determine it. Ibid. 

In favour of l?ng possession and ancient appropriation, every thing which was done shall be presumed 
to have been rightfully done; and though 1t does not appear to have been done the law will presume 
that whatever was necessary has been done. Ibid. ' 
. The sti{lulations of the treaty cedill,g Louisiana to the United_ States, affording that protection or secu

nty to claims unde: the French '?r :;pamsh government to which the act of Congress refers, are in the 
fi{st, sec_ond and thud a_rt1cle~. 1 hey extended to all property until Louisiana became a member of the 
{!n10n; mto which the mhab1ta)1ts wer? _to be incorporated as soon as possible, "and admitted to all the 
r!ghts, advantag~s and 1mmumt1e_s of citizens of the Umted States." The perfect inviolability and secu• 
nty of property 1s among these fights. Delassus v. The United States 9 Peters 117 

The right of proper_ty is prote_cted and secured by the treaty, and ;o principie is better settled in this 
country, than that an inchoate !Itle to lands is property. This right would have been sacred, independ• 
ent of_ the tre~ty •. The sovereign who acquires an inhabited country, acquires full dominion over it; 
but this domm,on 1s never supposed to divest the vested rights of individuals to property. The language 
of the treaty ceding ~.ouisiana, excludes any idea of interfering with private property. Ibid. 

On the 18th of April, 1802, the lieutenant.governor of Upper Louisiana granted sixteen hundred arpents 
of land nea~ certain rivers named in the grant, with directions to survey the same in a vacant place of the 
royal dom:un; but no survey was made before the cession of Louisiana to the United States. By the 
Court-As the grant contained no description of the land granted, and was not. located within the time 
prescribed by the act of Congress of the 10th of March, 1804, it comes directly within the point decided 
by the supreme court in the case of John Smith, T., and cannot be confirmed. Wherry v. The United 
States, IO Peters, 338. 

In repeated decisions, the supreme court have affirmed the authority of local governors, under the 
crown of Spain, to grant land in Louisiana, before the same was ceded by Spain to France: and the 
court have also affirmed the validity of descriptive grants, though not surveyed before the 11th of March, 
1804, in Missouri, and the 24th of January, 1818, in Florida. Mackey v. The United States, 10 Peters, 
340. 

A grant or concession made by an officer who is by law authorized to make it, carries with it prima 
facie evidence that it is within his powers. No excess of them, or departure from them, is to be pre• 
sumed. He violates his duty by such excess, and is responsible for it. He who alleges that an officer 
entrusted with an important duty has violated his instructions, must show it. Delassus v, The United 
States, 9 Peters, 117. 

The instructions of governor O•Reilly, relative to granting lands in Louisiana, were considered by the 
court, in 8 Peters, 455. These regulations were intended for the general government of subordinate 
officers, and not to control and limit the power of the person from whose will they emanated. The Baron 
De Carondelet must be supposed to have had all the powers which had been vested in Don O'Reilly; and 
a concession ordered by him is as valid as a similar concession directed by go1·ernor O'Reilly would have 
been. Ibid: 

A concession of land was made by the lieutenant-governor of Upper Louisiana, at the time.when the 
power of granting lands was vested in the governors of provinces. This power was, in 1799, after the 
concession, transferred to the intendant-general; and after this transfer, in January, 1800, the order of 
survey of the land was made by the lieutenant-governor. The validity of the order of survey depends 
on the authority of the lieutenant-governor to make it. The lieutenant-governor was also a sub-delegate, 
and as such was empowered to make inchoate grants. The grant was confirmed, Chouteau•• heirs v. 
The United States, 9 Peters, 137. 

The transfer of the power to make concessions of lands belonging to the royal domain of Spain, from 
the governor-general to the intendant-general, did not affect the power of the sub-delegate, who made 
this concession. The order in this case is the foundation of title, and is, according to the act of Con. 
gress on the subject of confirming titles to lands in Missouri, &c., and the general understanding and 
usage of Louisiana and Missouri, capable of being perfected into a complete title. It is prop~rty, capa
ble of being alienated, of being subjected to debts: and is, as such, to be held as sacred and mvlolate as 
other property. Ibid. 

A concession of one league square of land, in Upper Louisiana, was made byDon_Zen?n T_rudeau, the 
lieutenant-governor of that province, to Auguste Chouteau, and a decree made by him directi~g the sur
veyor.general of the province to put him in possession of the land, and to survey the same, m. order to 
enable Chouteau to solicit a complete title thereto from the governor-general, who by the said decree 
was informed that the circumstances of Chouteau were such as entitled him to a g·rant of the land. The land 
was surveyed, and the grantee put in full possession ofit on the 20th of December, 1803. H~ ~etained pos
session of it until his death. The objection to the validity of the concession was, that the petitioner ha~ not 
as many tame cattle as the eighth regulation of governor O•Reilly, governor-general of Lou,srnna, required. 
That regulation required that the applicant for a grant of a league square of land should make it appear 
that he is possessed of one hundred head of tame cattle, some horses and sheep, and two slaves to l~o!', 
after them, a proportion which shall always be observed for the grants, &c. By the Court--In the sp)nt 
of the decisions which have been heretofore made by the supreme court, and of the acts of confi~mah?n 
passed by Congress, the fact that the applicant possessed the_ requisite amou~t o! property to_ entitle him 
to the land he solicited, was submitted to the officer who decided on the apphcat,on; and he IS not bound 
to prove it to the court, which passes on the validity of the iirant. These incomplete title! were tra!'s• 
ferable, and the assignee might not possess the means of provmg the exact number of cattle m possession 
of the petitioner when the concession was made. The grant was confirmed. Iuid. 147, 



814 

Written evi
dence to be 
given. 

Duties and 
powers of re. 
corder. 

Duties of re. 
corder to report 
to the commis. 
sioners. 

Claimants 
when to 1eceive 
their grants in 
full. 

Act 01 June 
13, 1812, ch. 
99, sec. 3. 

Limitations 
01grants. 

Survey to be 
made. 

TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Ca. 44. 1813. 

been confirmed, shall be allowed until the first of January next, to deliver 
to the recorder of land titles for said territory the written evidence, or 
produce other testimony, in support of his or their claim, notice whereof 
had been filed as aforesaid ; and the written evidence delivered fo the 
said recorder within the time limited by this section, in support of claims 
filed as aforesaid, shall be by him recorded in the same manner, and on 
receiving the same fees allowed by former acts for recording written 
evidence of claims to lands in the said district, and the rights of any 
such person neglecting to deliver the evidence of their claims within the 
time above mentioned shall become barred and void, in so far as the 
same was derived from the United States, and the evidence thereof be 
incapable of being admitted in any court whatsoever. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the recorder of land titles 
for the said territory shall have the same powers, and perform the same 
duties in every respect, in relation to the claims, whereof notice had 
been filed as aforesaid, and the written evidence in support thereof shall 
have been delivered, or other testimony produced within the time limited 
by this act, as the board of commissioners for ascertaining the rights of 
persons claiming lands in said district would have had or should have 
performed if the evidence of such claims had been delivered before the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eight, except that his 
decision shall be subject to the revision of Congress. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said recorder to make to the commissioner of the general land-office a 
report of all the claims which had been filed, and in support of which 
evidence shall be received as aforesaid, with the substance of such evi
dence, together with his opinion, and such remarks as he may think 
proper, which report, together with a list of the claims which in the 
opinion of the said recorder ought to be confirmed, shall be laid before 
Congress at their next session for their determination thereon. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person whose claim to 
a donation of a tract of land in said district has been confirmed by the 
board of commissioners appointed for ascertaining the rights of persons 
claiming lands in said district, and is embraced in their report trans
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, or which has been confirmed 
by the recorder of land titles, under the third section of the act, entitled 
" An act making further provision for settling the claims to land in the 
territory of Missouri," approved on the thirteenth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, shall be entitled to a grant for six hundred 
and forty acres, notwithstanding a less quantity shall have been allowed 
to him by the decision of the said commissioners, or recorder of land 
titles : Provided, that in no case shall the grant be for more land than 
was claimed by the party in his notice of claim, nor for more land than 
is contained within the acknowledged and ascertained boundaries of the 
tract claimed. 

SE(:. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the principal deputy surveyor 
for the said territory shall survey or cause to be surveyed, under the 
direction of the surveyor general, a tract of six hundred and forty acres 
of land, to each claimant of a donation tract, whose claim has been 
confirmed as aforesaid, except as provided by the last preceding section, 
where the quantity claimed by the party was less than six hundred and 
forty acres, and where the ascertained boundaries of the tract claimed 
does not include six hundred and forty acres, in which cases the survey 

If the court can trust the information received on this subject, neither the governor nor the intendant· 
general has ever refused to perfect an incomplete title granted by a deputy governor or a sub-delegate. 
Ibid. 

The regulation made by Don O•Reilly, as to the quantity of land to he granted to an individual, is not 
that no individual shall receive grants for more than one league square, but that no grant shall exceed a 
league square. The words of the regulation do not forbid different grants to the same person ; and, so 
far as the court are in1ormed, it has never been so construed. ll>U, 
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shall cont~in only the Ian~ claimed, and the tracts thus to be surveyed 
~hall consist of unapl?ropnated lands, and shall in every case contain the 
unproved lands, by v1rtue of the settlement on and cultivation of which 
the claimant's right to a donation has been confirmed, and in all cases 
where, by reason of adjacent prior claims, or the contiguity of the im
provements of the persons entitled to donation grants, each claimant 
cannot obtain a tract of six hundred and forty acres, the vacant lands 
applicable to the object shall be divided between the claimants in such 
manner as shall appear to the principal deputy surveyor most equitable; 
a~d whenever plats of the surveys shall have been returned by the prin
cipal deputy surveyor to the office of the recorder of land titles, it shall 
be the duty of the recorder to issue for each tract, according to the sur
vey returned to him, a certificate in favour of the party to each person 
entitled thereto, which shall be transmitted to the commissioner of the 
general land-office; and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said 
commissioner that such certificate was fairly obtained, according to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, then in that case patents shall he 
granted in like manner as is provided by Jaw for other lands of the 
United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said recorder of land 
titles, in addition to his salary as fixed by law, shall be allowed fifty cents 
on each claim which had been filed, and in support of which evidence 
shall have been received, according to the first section of this act, and 
on which he shall make a decision, whether such decision be in favour 
of, or against the claim, and a further allowance of five hundred dollars, 
which shall be paid after he shall have made his report to the commis
sioner of the general land-office, which allowance of fifty cents for each 
claim decided on, and five hundred dollars on the completion of the 
business, shall be in foll compensation for his services, including clerk 
hire, respecting the claims to be decided on according to this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP. XLV.-.!lnact to alter the limes ef holding the District Court in the respec• Mnrch 3, 1813. 
tive districts ~J New York and Massachusetts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That instead of the first 
Tuesdays of April and October, the district court for the district of New 
York, directed by law to be holden at Utica, shall be holden on the 
second Tues_day of May, and the fourth Tuesday of September, yearly. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, process, 
and proceedings, commenced or to be commenced, or now pending in 
said district court, and liable to be discontinued, or suffer prejudice 
from the foregoing alterations, may be returned to, and shall be con
tinued to the district court, to be holden in pursuance of this act, in 
such manner as that the same shall suffer no discontinuance or prejudice 
by virtue of this act. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the respective terms of the 
district court of Massachusetts district, which are now required by law 
to be holden at Salem, within said district, shall hereafter be holden at 
Boston, within said district, at the respective times now prescribed by 
law, and that all writs and processes, of whatsoever nature or_kind, that 
have been or may be issued, and made returnable to the said court at 
Salem shall be returnable and returned to the said court at Boston, 
any thing in any former law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 
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CHAP, XL VII.-.!ln .!let to encourage the des/ruction ef the armed vessels ef war 
eftheenemy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That, during the present war 
with Great Britain, it shall be lawful for any person or persons to burn, 
sink, or destroy, any British armed vessel of war, except vessels coming 
as cartels or flags of truce; and for that purpose to use torpedoes, sub
marine instruments, or any other destructive machine whatever: and a 
bounty of one half the value of the armed vessel so burnt, sunk, or de
stroyed, and also one half the value of her guns, cargo, tackle, and 
apparel, shall be paid out of the treasury of the United States to such 
person or persons who shall effect the same, otherwise than by the armed 
or commissioned vessels of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP. XL VIII.-.Bn .IJct the better to provide for the supplies ·ef the .IJrmy ef tht 
United Slates, and for the accountability rf persons entrusted with the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the third section of the 
act, entitled "An act to provide for the erecting and repairing of arsenals 
and magazines, and for other purposes," passed on the second day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, be, and the same is 
hereby repealed, from and after the thirty-first day of March, one thou
sand eight hundred and thirteen. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a superinten
dent general of military supplies, who shall reside at the seat of govern
ment, and receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars; and 
whose duty it shall he; under the direction of the Secretary for the War 
department, to keep proper accounts of all the military stores and sup
plies of every description, purchased or distributed for the. use of the 
army of the United States, and of the volunteers and militia in their 
service; to prescribe the forms of all the returns and accounts of such 
stores and supplies purchased, on hand, distrib'uted, used, or sold, to be 
rendered by the commissary of ordnance and officers in his department, 
by the commissary general of purchases and his deputies, by the several 
officers in the quartermaster general's department, hy the regimental 
quartermasters, by the hospital surgeons and other officers belonging to 
the hospital and medical department, and by all other officers, agents, or 
persons who shall have received, distributed, or been entrusted with such 
stores and supplies as aforesaid; to call to account all such persons; to 
audit and settle all such accounts, and, in case of delinquency, to trans
mit the account, and to state the value of the articles unaccounted for 
by such delinquency, to the accounting officers of the treasury for final 
settlement and recovery of such value; to transmit all such orders; and 
generally to perform all such other duties respecting the general super
intendence of the purchase, transportation, safe keeping, and accounta
bility of military supplies and stores as aforesaid, as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary for the War department. 

SEc .• 3. And be it further enacted, That the commissary general of 
purchases and his deputies, the several officers in the quartermaster's 
department, the regimental quartermasters, the commissary of ordnance, 
his assistant and deputies, the_ principal hospital surgeons and officers 
belonging to the hospital and medical departments, and all other officers, 
agents, or persons who shall have received, or may be entrusted with 
any stores or supplies of any description whatever for the use of the army 
of the United Stat('s, and of the volunteers or militia in their service, 
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shall render quarterly accounts of the disposition and state of all such 
stores and supplies to the. superintendent aforesaid, and shall also make 
such other returns respectrng the same, and at such other times as the 
Secretary for the War department may prescribe: Provided however, that 
the accounts and returns thus rendered shall relate to the articles of 
supply only, which may have been receivedanddisposedof,[or] as may 
r~marn on hand, and shall not embrace the specie accounts for monies 
disbursed by such officers, agents, or other persons; which specie ac
counts shall be rendered as heretofore to the accountant for the war 
department. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers, agents,[or]other 
persons who may receive monies in advance from the war department, shall 
render quarterly accounts to the accountant of the said department, of their 
specie receipts and disbursements, and shall moreover make such other 
monthly summary statements thereof to the secretary for the said depart
ment, as he may prescribe. And the quarterly accounts of supplies, or 
of monies, rendered as aforesaid, shall be respectively settled by the 
superintendent general of military supplies, and by the accountant of the 
war department, according to their respective authorities, within three 
months after the time when such accounts shall have respectively been 
rendered to them. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary for the War 
department shall be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to define 
and prescribe the species as well as the amount of supplies to be respec
tively purchased by the commissary general's and quartermaster general's 
departments, and the respective duties and powers of the said depart
ments respecting such purchases; and also to adopt and prescribe 
general regulations for the transportation of the articles of supply from 
the places of purchase to the several armies, garrisons, posts, and recruit
ing places, for the safe keeping of such articles, and for the distribution 
of an adequate and timely supply of the same to the regimental quarter
masters, and to such other officers as may by virtue of such regulations 
be entrusted with the same. And the secretary aforesaid is also autho
rized to fix and make reasonable allowances for the store rent, storage, 
and salary of store keepers necessary for the safe keeping of all military 
stores and supplies. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent general 
of military supplies shall be appointed by the President, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate; but the President is hereby authorized to 
make the appointment during the recess of the Senate, which appoint
ment shall be submitted to the Senate at their next meeting for their 
advice and consent. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent general 
of military supplies shall be authorized to employ a sufficient numb~r 
of clerks: Provided, that their annual compensation shall not exceed m 
the whole seven thousand dollars; and the sum of eight thousand dol
lars is hereby appropriated for paying the said compensation an.d that of 
the superintendent aforesaid, during the year one thousand eight hun
dred and thirteen, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. . . 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President ~f the U~1ted 
States be, and he is hereby empowered, as he may d~em 1t exped1e~t, 
either to appoint for the time being a special commissary or commis
saries for the purpose of supplying by purchase or contract, and of 
issuing, or to authorize any officer or officers in_ the quartermaster 
general's department, to supply and issue as aforesaid th~ whole or any 
part of the subsistence of the army, in all eases where, either from the 
want of eoQtractors, or from any deficiency on their part, or f~om any 
other contingency, snch measure may be proper and necessary m order 
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to insure the subsistence of the army or of any part thereof; and sueh 
special commissaries shall each, whilst employed, be entitled to the pay 
and emoluments of a deputy_ quartermaster general. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint not exceeding six 
assistant commissaries, to be attached to such army, or to reside. at such 
places respectively as the Secretary for the War department may direct, 
for the purpose of receiving from the commissary general of purchases, 
or from his deputies, and of distributing to the regimental quartermas
ters, and to such officers as may by the secretary aforesaid be designated, 
the clothing and other supplies purchased by the commissary general 
aforesaid, or his deputies, and destined for the use of the troops belong
ing to the army, or in the vicinity of the place to which such assistant 
commissaries may respectively be attached. And said assistant com
missaries shall, whilst employed, be entitled to the pay and emoluments 
of a deputy quartermaster general. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP. L.-.fln .!let to autlwrize the Secretary ef tke Treasury to prO'tide new 
certijicdte.~ ef registry. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be provided blank certificates 
of registry, and such other papers as .may be necessary, executed in such 
manner, and with such marks as he may direct; and from and after the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
no certificate of registry shall be issued, except such as shall have been 
provided and marked as aforesaid ; and the ships or vessels of the United 
States, which shall have been duly registered as such, shall be entitled 
to new certificates of registry (gratis) in exchange for their old certi
ficates of registry. And it shall be the duty of the respective collectors, 
on departure of any such ship or vessel, afrer the said thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, from any district to 
which such ship or vessel shall belong, to issue a new certificate accord
ingly, and to retain and deface the former certificate. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding ten thou~ 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry this act into effect. 

Arrnov&D, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP. LI.-.fln .!let rewarding the qfficers and crew ef the frigate Gmstitutio11, 
and the qfficers a11d crew ef the Wasp. 

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representatives <if the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to have distributed, as 
prize money, to Captain Isaac Hull, of the frigate Constitution, his 
officers and crew, the sum of fifty thousand dollars, for the capture and 
destruction of the British frigate Guerriere: and the like sum, in like 
manner, to Captain William Bainbridge, his officers and crew, for the 
capture and destruction of the British frigate Java: and the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars, in like manner, to Captain Jacob Jones, of 
the sloop of war Wasp, his officers and crew, for the capture of the 
British sloop of war Frolic: and that the sum of one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not other
wise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the pur
poses aforesaid. 

APPROVF.n, March 3, 1813. 
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CHAP. LII.-.Rn .Bet for the better oi:~anizatian ef the general staff rf tke .Rrmy 
rf t!te United States. 

Be it enacted _by ~he Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the adJ'utant general's 
• I' d ' 1?spector genera s, an quartermaster general's departments shall con-
sist of the. following officers, that is to say: an adjutant and inspector 
general, w1~h th~ rank,. pay, and emoluments of a brigadier general, and 
not e?'ceedmg e1gh! adJuta?ts gen~ral, six.teen assistant adjutants gene
r~l, e1~ht topographical en1pneers, eight assistant topographical engineers, 
eight mspectors gene_ral, sixteen assistant inspectors general, eight quar
ter?1asters general, eight deputy quartermasters general, and thirty-two 
assistant deputy quartermasters general. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and is hereby authorized, if he shall deem it expedient, to 
assign one of the brigadiers general to the principal army of the United 
States who shall, in such case, act as adjutant and inspector general, 
and as chief of the staff of such army: and the quartermaster general 
attached to the principal army shall, as heretofore, have the brevet rank 
and the pay and emoluments of a brigadier general. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the other adjutants gene
ral shall have the brevet rank and the pay and emoluments of a colonel 
of cavalry; all the other inspectors general and quartermasters general 
shall have the brevet rank and the pay and emoluments of a colonel of 
infantry; the assistant \adjutants general, assistant inspectors general, 
deputy quartermasters general, and topographical engineers shall have 
the brevet rank and the pay and emoluments of a major of cavalry; and 
the assistant topographical engineers, and assistant deputy quartermas
ters general shall have the brevet rank and the pay and emoluments of 
a captain of infantry. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That the assistant adjutants gene
ral, the assistant inspectors general, and the assistant topographical 
engineers shall be taken from the line. The adjutants general, inspectors 
general, quartermasters general, deputy quartermasters general, topo
graphical engineers and assistant deputy quartermasters general may be 
taken from the line or not, as the President may deem expedient. And 
officers taken from the line and transferred to the staff, shall receive 
only the pay and emoluments attached to the rank in the staff; but their 
transfer shall be without prejudice to their rank and promotion in the 
line according to their said rank and seniority; which promotion shall 
take place according to usage in the same manner as if they had not 
been thus transferred. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the War department, and he is hereby authorized, to prepare 
general regulations, better defining and prescribing the respective duties 
and powers of the several officers in the adjutant general, inspector 
general, quartermaster general, and commissary of ordnance departments, 
of the topographical engineers, of the aids of generals, and generally of 
the general and regimental staff; which regulations, when approved by 
the President of the United States, shaJ.l be resµected and obeyed, until 
altered or revoked by the same authority. And the said general regu
lations, thus prepare<! and approved, shall be laid before Congress at 
their next session. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the number of assistant 
deputy commissaries of ordnance shall not exceed sixteen, and that they 
shall respectively be entitled to the brevet rank and to the pay and emo-
luments of a first lieutenant of infantry. . 

SEC. 7. And be it furtlzcr enacted, That for the better supenntend
ence and management of the hospital and medical establishment of the 

819 

STATUTE If. 

March 3, 1813. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of March 

3,1815,ch.78. 
Act of April 

24, 1816,ch. 69. 
Act of April 

16, 1818, ch. 56. 
Of what offi. 

cers composed. 
Their rank 

and pay. 

Brigadier ge. 
neral may be 
assigned to prin
cipal army to act 
as adjutant, &c. 
&c. 

Rank, pay, 
and emoluments 
of officers of the 
staff. 

Assistant ad. 
jutant gene. 
rals, &c. &c. to 
be taken from 
the line. 

General regu. 
lations to be 
prepared by the 
Secretary of 
War, for regu
lating the staff. 

To be laid be· 
fore Congress. 

Number of as. 
sistant deputy 
commissaries 
of ordnance not 
to exceed six. 
teen. 

Physician or 
surgeon general 
to be appointed. 



820 

Forage, wa
gon, and bar
rack masters to 
be appointed as 
heretofore. 

Assistant de
puty quarter
masters gene. 
ral, how ap
pointed, &c. &c. 

Repealing 
clause. 

Letters to cer
tain agents and 
from them free 
of postage. 

President may 
appoint. certain 
officers m recess 
of Senate. 

Act of Febru
ary 24, 1813, 
ch. 24. 

No pay to be 
allowed until 
called into actu: 
al service. 

STATUTE II. 

March 3, 1813. 

[Obsolete.) 
Act of March 

2, 1811, ch. 36. 

Act continued 
until March 3, 
1815, 

TWELFTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 53. 1813, 

army of the United States, there shall be a physician and surgeon 
general, with an annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars, and 
an apothecary general, with an annual salary of eighteen hundred dol
lars; whose respective duties and powers shall be prescribed by the 
President of the United States. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the forage, wagon, and 
barrack masters shall be appointed as heretofore: but each quartermas
ter general, attached to any separate army, command, or district, shall 
be authorized, with the approbation and under the direction of the 
Secretary of the '\Var department, to appoint as many such officers and to 
employ as many artificers, mechanics, and labourers, as the public ser
vice may require. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the assistant deputy quar
termasters general may be appointed, and officers taken from the line 
and transferred to the staff, may be thus transferred by the President of 
the United States alone. But all other new appointments authorized by 
this act shall be made by the President of the United States, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate: Provided, that during the recess of 
the Senate such appointments may be mad,e by the President alone, in 
which case the same shall be laid before the Senate at their next session 
for their advice and consent. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That every act, and every part 
of any act of Congress now in force, within the purview and meaning 
of this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

SEc, I 1. And be it further enacted, That all letters and packets to 
and from the adjutant and inspector general, adjutants general, inspectors 
general, quartermasters general, commissary general of ordnance, physi
cian and surgeon general, and apothecary general, which relate to their 
official duties, shall" be free from postage. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint any of the officers 
authorized by an act, entitled "An act making provision for an additional 
number of general officers," passed the twenty-fifth day of February,(a) 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, during the recess of the Senate, 
to be submitted to the Senate at their next session for their advice and 
consent; and that no ·officer appointed, or wlto may be appointed, by 
virtue of the aforesaid act, shall be entitled to receive any pay or emolu
ment until he shall be called into actual service, nor for any longer time 
than he shall be continued therein. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP. LIII.-An .11ct to revive and continue in force ".11n act declaring the ctm• 
sent of Congress to an act of the State of Georgia, passed the twelfth day ef 
December, one thousand eight l,.undred and four, establishing the fees rf the 
harbor master and health qfficer of the ports of Savannah and St. Marys."• 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act of Congress, passed 
the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, enti
tled "An act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the state of 
Georgia, passed the twelfth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, establishing the fees of the harbor master and health officer of 
the ports of Savannah and St, Marys," be, and the same is hereby 
revived and continued in force for one year, and from thence to the end 
of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

(a) This act was passed on the 24th February, 1813. 
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CHAP, LIV .-.!.In .fl.ct supplementary lo tlie act fm· increasing tlie Navy. 

Be it enacte~ by _the Senate and llouse of Rrpresentatiues of the United 
States of America m Congress assembled, That the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized to have built six sloops of war, and to have the same 
manned, equipped, and commissioned for service; and that the President 
be authorized to have built, or procured, such a number of sloops of war, 
or other armed vessels, to be manned, equipped, and commissioned as 
the public service may require, on the lakes. ' 

SEc. 2. And be it furthe1· enacted, That the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized to appoint such officers and to employ the number of 
seamen which may be necessary for such vessels as are authorized by 
law to be pnt in commission, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the building or procuring 
said vessels, and for the payment of two hundred thousand dollars, for 
vessels already procured on the Jakes, by direction of the President, that 
the sum of nine hundred thousand dollars, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated be, and the same is hereby appro
priated. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars be appropriated for the purpose of establishing a dock 
yard, for repairing the vessels of war, in such central and convenient 
place on the seaboard as the President of the United States shall desig
nate. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized to contract for the building any of the six forty-four 
gun ships authorized by law: Provided, that the building be under 
;nspection of an agent appointed by the Secretary of the Navy. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to sell or dispose of such and so many of the gun 
boats belonging to the United States as may have become unfit for ser
vice, or as in his judgment may no longer be necessary to be retained by 
the government. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP, LV.-.11.t> .llct making appropriations for 11,e support of tl,e Navy of the 
United States, for tlie year one thousand eight hundred and tliirteen, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House(!{ Representativ_es of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, Th~t for defraying the expenses 
of the navy, during the year one thousand eight hund_red and th1~teen, 
the following sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, 
that is to say : 

For the pay and subsistence of th~ officers, and pay of the seamen, 
one million six hundred and sixty-eight thousand dollars, and for pay 
due to the officers and crews of the public ships and other vessels in 
commission for the year one thousand eight [hundred] and twelve, three 
hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars. 

For provisions, seven hundred and ~eventy-five thousand dollars. 
For medicines, instruments, hospital stores, and all expenses on 

account of the sick, one hundred thousand dollars. 
For repair of vessels, six hundred and forty thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent, and all other contingent expenses, two hun

dred and fifty thousand dollars. 
For expenses of navy yards, comprising docks and other imp~ove

ments, pay of superintendents 1 storekeepers, clerks, and labourers, nmety 
thousand dollars. 
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Specific ap. For ordnance, and for ordnance and military stores, one hundred 
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For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions for 
those on shore, and forage for the staff, two hundred and forty-five 
thousand three hundred and ninety-one dollars and seventy cents. 

For clothing for the same, seventy-one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight dollars and ten cents. 

For military stores for the same, twenty-seven thousand six hundred 
and eight dollars and seventy-five cents. 

For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all other expenses 
on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

For quartermasters and barrack masters' stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, fuel, premiums for enlisting 
men, musical instruments, bounty to music, and other contingent ex
penses of the marine corps, forty-six thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP, L VI.-.On .!let making an appropriatiotJ,for alterations and repairs in the 
Capitol. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding five 
thousand dollars shall be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be 
applied under the direction of the President of the United States, in 
such repairs or alterations in the chamber of the House of Representa
tives as may be necessary for their accommodation in their future ses
sions, having in view as well the increased number of the members, as 
the better lighting, ventilating, and warming the chamber; which sum 
shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated_ 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That five hundred dollars be appro
priated to repair the roof of the capitol, to be paid out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP, L VII.-.lln .Bet making appropriations for the support cf the military 
establishment and cf the volunteer militia in the actual service <f the United 
States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress asscinblfd, That for defraying the expenses 
of the military establishment of the United States, including the volun
teers and militia, in their actual service, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, for the Indian department, and for the expense 
of fortifications, arsenals, and armories, the following sums, including 
the sum of one million of dollars already appropriated by the first section 
of the act, entitled "An act making certain partial appropriations for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen," be, and the same are 
hereby respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, including the pay of the 
artificers and labourers in the quartermaster general's and ordnance 
departments, and of the private servants kept by officers, and for the pay 
of the volunteers and militia in the actual service of the United States, 
five million one hundred and sixty-eight thousand eight hundred and 
three dollars. 
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For forage to officers, one hundred and nine thousand two hundred Specific ap. 
and twenty-four dollars. propriations . 

. For the subsistence of the army, and volunteers and militia, two million 
mne hundred and seventy-seven thousand five hundred and thirty-one 
dollars. 

For clothing, two million fifteen thousand eight hundred and eighty
four dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, five hundred and fifty-seven thousand 
seven hundred and forty dollars. 

For camp and field equipage, two hundred and seventy thousand 
dollars. 

For the medical and hospital department, two hundred thousand 
dollars. 

For ordnance and ordnance stores, nine hundred and twenty-eight 
thousand dollars. 

For fortifications, four hundred and ninety-seven thousand dollars. 
For arsenals, magazines, and armories, three hundred and fifty-two 

thousand two hundred and eight dollars. 
For the quartermaster general's department, including fuel, straw, 

barrels, quarters, tools, and all the expenses incident to transportation 
two million three hundred thousand dollars. ' 

For contingencies, three hundred and five thousand three hundred 
and seventeen dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps, and plans, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the commissary general of purchases, three thousand 
dollars. 

For the salary of the clerks employed in the offices of the adjutant 
general, of the commissary general, and of the quartermaster general, 
eight thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of books and apparatus for the military academy, 
twelve thousand dollars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and sixty-four thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For the repayment of the sum of five hundred and twenty-seven dol
lars, being a balance due the state of Maryland, of monies paid by that 
state to the United States, as the purchase money of public arms, which 
have not been fully supplied. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

CHAP, L VIII.-..in .Bet making appropriation for the support of Government for 
the year one tltousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress _assem?led, That fo~ the expenditure of the 
civil list in the present year mcludmg the contmgent expenses of the 
several departments and offi~es, for the compensation of the several loan 
officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the s~me; for 
the payment of annuities and ~rants; for th~ supp~rt of th_e m1_nt estab
lishment; for the expense of mtercourse with f~re1g~ nations, for ~he 
support of lighthouses, beacons, bu~ys, and public piers;_ fo! defray1~g 
the expenses of surveying the p~bhc lands; and for sat1sfyrng certam 
miscellaneous claims, the followmg sums be, and the same are hereby 
respectively appropriated, that is to say : 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
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House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, one hundred and ninety
six thousand two hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other contin
gent expenses of the two houses of Congress, fifty-two thousand dol
lars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress, and for the 
librarian's allowance for the yearone thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks, and persons em
ployed in that department, including a deficiency of one thousand one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars, in last year's appropriation, fifteen thou
sand two hundred and fifty-eight dollars. 

For compensation to a clerk on old records in the said department, 
for the year eighteen hundred and thirteen, one thousand one hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to a messenger to the patent office, two hundred 
dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the said department, not 
exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum allowed by the act, 
entitled "An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to 
authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," 
one thousand and seventy-two dollars and fifty-four cents. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For printing and distributing the laws of the second session of the 
twelfth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, including the 
sum of six thousand two hundred and eighty-two dollars, to make good 
a deficiency in the appropriation for this object in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, thirteen thousand six hundred and twenty-two 
dollars. 

For compe.nsation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, and per
sons employed in his office, including a deficiency of ten dollars in last 
year's appropriation, thirteen thousand three hundred and nine dollars 
and eighty-one cents. 

For expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the person 
employed in transmitting passports and sea letters, and for stationery and 
printing in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks, and per
sons employed in his office, including the sum of two thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars for compensation to his clerks, in addi
tion to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and six, fifteen thousand eight hundred and sixty-six: 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent ex
penses of the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the auditor's office, five hundred dollars . 

. For coll?pensa~ion to the treasurer, clerks, and persons employed in 
h!s office, 1;1clud1;1~ the sum of one thousand dollars, for compensation to 
his clerks, m add1t16n to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, seven thousand two hun• 
dred and twenty-seven dollars and forty-five cents. 
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For expenses of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the treasurer's office, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the general land-office 
clerks, and p~rsons employed in his office, including the sum of fiv~ 
hundred and eighty-five dollars and twenty-four cents for extra services 
of clerks, and for the service of a messenger during the year one thou:. 
sand eight hundred and twelve, ten thousand nine hundred and ninety
five dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the commissioner's office, including four hundred and 
seventy-four dollars and twenty cents, to defray those expenses in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, seven hundred and twenty
four dollars and twenty cents. 

For the expense of vellum, and printing land patents, including the 
~um of fifteen h~ndred and six doHars a?d twenty-five cents for defray
mg the expense incurred for that object, rn the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, four thousand three hundred and six dollars and 
twenty-five cents. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the treasury department, 
not exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act, entitled "An act to regulate and fix the compensati.on of clerks, 
and to authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other pur
poses," six thousand six hundred and thirty-four dollars and nine cents. 

For compensation to the messenger of the register's office, for stamp• 
ing and arranging ships' registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other incidental and con
tingent expenses in the register's office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine records, two, thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental expenses of the treasury 
department, four thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps, and charts, for the use of the trea
sury department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent, employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury department, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and thirteen, including the expense of two watchmen, 
the repairs of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns, and other incidental 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of stating and printing the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks, and _persons em• 
ployed in his office, including the sum of three thousand nme hundred 
and sixty dollars for clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of April twenty-first, one thousand eight hundred and six, fifteen 
thousand two hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent ex
penses in the office of the Secretary of War, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks, 
and persons employed in his office, including the sum of five thousand 
dollars for clerk hire in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first of April,' one thousand eight hundred and six, fifteen thou
sand nine hundred and ten dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the war department, not 
YoL, IL-104 
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exceeding fifteen per centum, in addition to the stun allowed by the act, 
entitled "An act to regulate a:nd fix the compensation of clerks, and 
10 authorize the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," 
two thousand two hundred and twenty-six dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the paymaster's office, 
nine thousand and ninety dollars. 

For compensation to a messenger for the paymaster's: office, four hun
dred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office, five hundr.ed dollars. 
To Doyle Sweeny, for compensation for his services as clerk in the 

office of purveyor of public supplies, in the year one thousand eight hun-, 
dred and ten, one hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand six hundred 
dollars' clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed bythe act of the twenty
first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, eleven thousand four 
hundred and ten dollarg. -

For expenses of stationery, fuel, printing, and other contingent ex;. 
penses in the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
one thousand dollar&. 

Fot additional compensation to the clerks in the navy department, not 
exceeding fifteen per centum irt ad.dition to the sum allowed by the 
act, entitled "An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and 
to authorize the laying out certain public roads and for other purposes," 
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the postmaster general, assistant postmasters 
general, clerks and persons employed in the postmaster general's office, 
including the sum of three thousand five hundred and twelve dollars for 
compensation to clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, nineteen 
thousand five hundred and sixty-seven dollars. 

For the expense of fuel, house rent for the messenger, candles, sta
tionery, chests, &c. incident to the postmaster general's office, two thou
sand eight hundred dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks employed in the postmaster 
general's office, not exceeding fifteen per centum in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act, entitled '' An act to regulate and fix the compensa
tion of clerks, and to authorize the laying oi.lt certain public roads, and 
for other purposes," one thousand four hundred and one dollars and 
Mventy-five cents. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

'tl"or compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, includ
ing a sum of two thousand dollars in addition to the amount heretofore 
allowed by law, a:nd fot allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of 
clerk hire, and to defray the authorized expense of the several loan 
o~ces, seventeen thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor general, and his clerks, three thou
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, 
clerks employed in his office, and for stationery and other contingencies, 
including the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars for clerk hire in 
addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for that object, four thou
sand seven hundred dollars. 
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For compensation to the officers of the mint v1·z .• , Specific • ap-
The director, two thousand dollars. propriatiOllB, 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars.. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars, and 
One clerk, at five hundred dollars. 
For wages to the persons employed in melting, coining carpenters' 

millwrights', and smiths' work, including the. sum of one ;housand do!: 
lars allowed to an assistant coiner and die forger who also oversees the 
execution of the iron work, and of six hundretl' dollars allowed to an 
assistant engraver, eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar iron, 
lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, live thou
sand three hundred and four dollars and sixty-two cents. 

For an allowance for wastage in the gold and silver coinage, three 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, nine thousand dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Michi
gan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
souri territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Illinois 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in due course of settlement at the treasury, two thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, the associate 
judges, and district judges of the United States, including the chief jus
tice and two associate judges of the District of Columbia, and to the 
attorney-general, including the sum of nine hundre_d_ and fi~ty-~hre~ dol
lars and eighty-four cents, for the salary of the add1t10nal d1stnct Judge 
of the state of New York, for the year eighteen hundred and twelve, 
and a further sum of one thousand four hundred and fifty dollars, to 
make good a deficiency in the appropriation for the year eighteen hun
dred and twelve, for the compensation of the attorney-general, and of 
the district judge of Louisiana, sixty-five thousand four hundred and 
three dollars and eighty-f~ur cents. . . . 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attormes of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation granted to the several marshals for the d~stricts of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolma, Ken-
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tucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and Louisiana, two thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnessee, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures, and 
penalties, and for defraying the expenses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late and present 
govemhrnnt, eight hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United States from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For expenses incident to the receiving the subscriptions to the Joan 
of eleven millions of d_ollars, authorized by theactofthe[fourteenth] ~f 
March,one thousand eight hundred and twelve, two thousand dollars m 
addition to the sum already for that purpose appropriated. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, stakeages of channels, bars and shoals, and certain contin
gent expenses including twenty-four thousand dollars for completing the 
fitting up of all the lighthouses with Winslow Lewis's improvements, 
ninety-nine thousand three hundred and forty-nine dollars and fifteen 
cents. 

For erecting lighthouses at the mouth of the Mississippi river, and at 
or near the pitch of Cape Lookout in North Carolina; being the balance 
of a former appropriation carried to the surplus fund, thirty-four thousand 
nine hundred and ninety-five dollars and fifty cents. 

For building a lighthouse at Nawshawn island, near Tarpaulin Cove 
in Massachusetts, being the amount of a former appropriation carried to 
the surplus fund, two thousand four hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For erecting a beacon, and placing buoys near the entrance of Savannah 
river, being an expense incurred under the act of the sixteenth of July 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, carried to the surplus 
fund, two thousand four hundred and ninety-four dollars and eighty-nine 
cents. 

For erecting two lights on Lake Erie, viz. on or near Bird Island, 
and on or near Presque Isle, being the balance of a former appropriation 
carried to the surplus fund, one thousand five hundred and ninety dollars. 

For placing buoys and beacons at or near, the entrance of the harbor 
of Beverly in Massachusetts,being the balance of a former appropriation 
carried into the surplus fund, three hundred and forty-one dollars and 
ninety-five cents. 

For rebuilding the Baldhead lighthouse in North Carolina, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

For placing a buoy at the entrance of Barnstable harbor, one hundred 
dollars. 

For the support of sick and disabled seamen in addition to the fundti 
already appropriated by law, twenty thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of surveying the public land within the 
several lerritories of the United States, sixty-one thousand two hundred 
and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of a claim for taking the second census or enume
ration of the inhabitants of the United States, the sum appropriated for 
that object having been heretofore carried to the surplus fund, two hun
dred and seventy-seven dollars and twelve cents. 

For the support and safe keeping of prisoners of war, one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. 

For bringing the votes for President and Vice President of the United 
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States to the seat of government one thousand nine hundred and eleven 
dollars and fifty cents. 

_For paying the bounJies which _may ~ecome payable to the owners of 
pnvate arme_d vessels, m conformity with the ninth section of the act of 
the twenty-sixth of June, one thousand eight hundred and twelve ten 
thousand dollars. ' 

For making the road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland to 
the state of Ohio, to be repaid out of the five per cent. fund reserved' for 
that purpose, one hundred and forty thousand dollars. 
. For pensio~s to the widows or children of officers and soldiers killed 
m the campaign of one thousand eight hwidred and eleven, on the 
Wabash, from the s~venth of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and -eleven, to the thirty-first of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, five thousand five hundred and seventeen dollars and 
twenty-seven cents. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, thirty-five thousand 
four hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of France 
and Denmark, in relation to captures of American vessels, and defending 
causes elsewhere, four thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims against the United 
States not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making proviswn for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the-treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

Specific ap
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Act of J.une 26, 
1812, ch, 107. 

Act of April 
30, 1802, ch. 40. 

Act of August 
4, 1790, ch. 34. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP. LX.-An Act altering the time for holding the District Court in the March 3, 1813. 
District of Maine. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United District Court 
States of America in Congress assemb"led, That the session of the district of Maiue. 
court for the district of Maine, by law appointed to he holden at Wis- Act ofNovem• 
casset on the first Tuesday in March, shall, from and after the first day bber 

28
• 

1811• C • 2, 
of April next, be holden at Wiscasset on the last Tuesday of February 
annually, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 
STATUTE H. 

CHAP. LXI.-An Act vesting in the President of the United States the power March 3, 1813. 
of retaliation. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres_entatives of tlie United The President 
bl d T II d may cause re .. 

States <!f America in Congress assem e , hat ~n a an every ca~e, taliation to be 
wherein, during the present war bet"'.ee_n the Umted States ?f A~erica made. 
and the United Kingdom of Great Bntam and Ireland, anyv1olatwns of 
the laws and usages of war, among civilized nations, ~hall be or ~~ve 
been done and perpetrated by those acting under authority of the Bnt1~h 
government, on any of the citizens o~ the United States o! persons m 
the land or naval service of the Umted States, the President of the 
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United States is hereby authorized to cause full and·· ample ,retaliation 
to be made, according to the laws and usages of war among civilized 
nations, for all and every such violation as aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all .cases where any out• 
rage or act of cruelty or barbarity shall be or has been practised by any 
Indian or Indians, in alliance with the British government, or in con
nexion with those acting·under the authority of the said government, on 
citizens of the United States or those under its protection, the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to cause full and ample reta
liation te be done and executed on such British subjects, soldiers, sea
men or marines, or· Indians, in alliance or connexion with Great Britain, 
being prisoners of war, as if the same outrage or act of cruelty or bar
barity had been done under the authority of the British government. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I. RESOLUTION relative to the brilliant achievements of Captains Hull, Decatur, 
Jones, and Lieutenant EllioU. 

Resolved by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of A.merica in Congress assemb1ed, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby requested to present to Captain Hull 
of the frigate Constitution, Captain Decatur of the frigate United States, 
and Captain Jones of the sloop of war Wasp, each a gold medal, with 
suitable emblems and devices; and a silver medal, with like emblems 
and devices, to each commissioned officer of the aforesaid vessels, in 
testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry, 
good conduct, and services of the captains, officers, and crews of the 
aforesaid vessels in their respective conflicts with the British frigates the 
Guerriere and the Macedonian, and sloop of war Frolic: and the President 
is also requested to present a silver medal, with like emblems and devices, 
to the nearest male relative of Lieutenant Bush, and one to the nearest 
male relative of Lieutenant Funk, in testimony of the gallantry and 
merit of those deceased officers, in whom their country has sustained a 
loss much to be regretted. 

SEc. 2. And be it further resolved, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is requested to present to Lieutenant Elliottof 
the navy of the United States, an elegant sword, with suitable emblems 
and devices, in testimony of the just sense entertained by Congress of 
his gallantry and good conduct in boarding and capturing the British 
brigs Detroit and Caledonia, while anchored under the protection of 
Fort Erie. 

APPROVED, January 29, 1813. 

II, RESOLUTlONrequesting tl,e President ef the United States to came to be prepared 
and laid before Congress a system rf Military Discipline. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress asse11ibled, That the President of the 
Unite~ States be, and he is hereby requested to cause to be prepared 
and laid before Congress, as soon as practicable, a military system of dis. 
cipline for the infantry of the army and militia of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 
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III. RESOLUTION requesting the President of the United States to present medals to March a, 1813. 
Captain William Bainbridge and the o.fficers of the frigate Constitution. 

Resolved by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby requested to present to Captain Wil
liam Bainbridge, of the frigate Constitution, a gold medal, with suitable 
emblems and devices, and a silver medal, with suitable emblems and 
devices, to each commissioned officer of the said frigate, in testimony of 
the high sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry, good conduct 
and services of Captain Bainbridge, his officers and crew, in the capture 
of the British frigate Java, after a brave and skilful combat. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1813. 

A gold medal 
to Commodore 
William Bain
bridge. 
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.lirma anrl Military Storti. 
Additional arms, saltpetre, and 111lphur to be 

pureha.oed, (obsolete,) March ll, 1808, 473 
The sale of public arms authorized, (obso-

lete,) • 481 

solete,) - • 794 
Additional regiments to be raised, • • 794 
Organiz.'ltion and discipline, • - 796 
Pro\'ision for an additional number of general 

officers, February 24, 1813, • 801 
An net to raise ten additional companies of 

4rmy of the Uniltd Statti. rangers, February 25, 1813, • 80.l 
An act to suspend in part an act to augment An act the better to prm-idc for the support of 

the army of the United States, February 20, the army of the United Stntes, and for the 
1800, (obeolete,) • • • • 7 acr,ount~bility of persons intrusted with the 

An act supplementary to the act entitled" An same, Murch 3, 1813, • 8111 
act to augment the army of the United Su('<'rintendant-gcncral to be appointed, • 816 
States.and for other purposes," May 13, 1800, Commissary-general of purchases,- • 816 
( obsolete,) • 85 An net for the better organization of the ge-

Further appointments may be suspended and ncral staff of the army, March 3, 1813, 819 
officers and men may be dismissed. Three Re"°lution requesting the President of the 
months pay allowed, • 86 United States to cause to be prepared and 

An act fixing the military peace establuihment laid before Congress a a-ystem of military 
of the United States, MIU'Ch 16, 1802, 132 discipli1ro, • 830 

Notes_ of the acts relating to the 11rmy of the ./Jr,r,,a/$ and ]l!a;rnzille!. 
Uruted States, from 1789 to 18M, • 219 An 11ct for the regulation of anenals and ma-

An act for establishingtules and articlesfor_the gnzines, March 7, 1800, . • 61 
governmen~ of the army of the Umted Penalty for entieing away persons employed 
States, April 10, 1806,_ . • 359 by the public in arsenals or mngnzinee, • 62 

Notes of the acts establishing rules, &c., for Persons 80 employed exempted from militia 
the gove~ent of th~ a~my, . • 35~ duty and serving on juries, . 62 

An_ net to. i:ruse for a linuted tune an. ad<li- An act directing a detachment from the mili-
tional military force, ( obt!olete,) April 12, tia, and for erecting certain arsenals, March 

Th l SOS, . . . dcd r limi. ~ted81 3, 1803, (repealed,) • • 241 
. e recrwtmg aeT\'100 euapen ,or a 

time, . 552 .!lr/1 an,l Man11farture1. 
The information relative to arte and manufacAppropriations for the expense& incident to 

the six companies of mounted rangers dur- turee, obtained by the marshals and others, 
ing the year 1812, . . 578 under the census act, May 1, 1800, to be 

An act to raise an additional military force, dige•tcd, • • 786 
(obsolete,) March 17, 1812, • 695 Assent of Congrua to ./Jct& of t1it L-gislaturt1 of 

Additional military force authorized, ( obeolete,) Sia/ts. 
April 8, 1812, • • 704 Assent to acts of Maryland and Georgia, 18 

An act for organizing a corps of artificers, April A.sent of Congress to an net of the State of 
23, 1812, • 710 Mnryland for the appointment of a health 

An act making further proviaion for the corps officer, Febt-m1ry, 27, 1801, • 103 
of engineers, • - 720 Assent of Congress to an net of the State of 

An act for the better regulation of the ord- Virginia for improving the na,,jgation of 
nance, May 14, 1812, • 732 Appomatox ri\'er, • 152 

An act for the more perfect organization of Assent of Congress to the net of Virginia for 
the army of the United States, June 26, impro\'ing the navigation of Jamee river, 
1812, • 764 269 

The President authori:r.ed to rai81i an additional A88Cnt of Congress to the act of llfarylan<l for 
company of rangers, April 29, 1812 • 774 the appointment of a health officer, • 316 

An act making further provision for the army Assent of Congress to nn act of Pennsylvania 
of the United States, and for other purposes, to empower thf.' board of wardens of the 
(obsolete,) July 6, 1812, • • • 784 port of Philadelphia, to collect a duty, to 

The President authori:r.ed to accept and orga- build piers, and improve the navigation of 
nize certain volunteer corps, July 6, 1812, the river Delaware, • • 863 
(repealed,) • - • 785 Assent of Congre88 to an act of the State of 

Pay of non-commisllioned officers, m1111icians, South Carolina, authorizing the city of 
privates, and others, increased, • • 788 Charleston to impose and collect a duty on 

Supplement to tho "Act for the more perfect tonnage, • • 357 
organization of the army of the United Act declaring the 8118ent of Congress to certain 
States," January 20, 1813, (obsolete,) 791 acts of Maryland and Georgia revived, and 

See Mil-itarJ P,ace E,tablW!flUnt--Ordnanee continued in force to March 3, 1814, (ex. 
-Quartermaaur-gmeral-Pemitm,,-1-Vo- pired,) • 484 
ltt,at.,--.4rm. cmd Mili.t"'ll Stor,a-./Jru- The act declaring the uaent of Congrem to 
nal. and Nagazinn. the act of Bouth Cnrolin11 of December 21, 
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.&.mt of Cong,-,u to .llct, of tlu Legi,latwru of Bankruptcy. 
Stattt, form .yatem of benknq,tey m the United 
1804, continued {or fov yeara, (obsolete,) Stat.ea,'' December 10, 1803, - 148 

649 Ptacom and Buoy,.-See Light-houM1, 
Asaent of Congrellt!I to an act of the State of B"ll• dratllfl by John .IJnmtrtmg 

Georgia, establishing fees of the harbour- 1 The Secretary of the T~ authorized to 
master and health officer, March 2, 1811, IIUllpelld the payment of bills drawn by 
(expired,) . • • • • • 6~8 John AI11lBtrong, . 777 

An net to carry mto effect an act of the Jep See .,ipprop,;ation 
Jature of the State of Maryland authorizing E k .,__ C • h • 
lotteries, • . 728 00 ,,__,.,., cpyng 1•· 

An act to re<rive an oct declaring the D.11Rnt Eouttty.-Bee Military Bounty La""-
of Congress to an act of the State of Geor- Eridgt at Brooklyn. 
gia, establishing the fees of the harbour- A bridge to be built acro88 the marm and mill 
master of Savannah and SL Mary's, March pond from the navy yard at Brooklyn, 330 
3, 1813, • • 820 Brid11;e ot·er the Rirer Potomac • 

.4,mtant to the .lldjuta11t-GP11eral. 'Erection of a bridge over the Potomac within 
Compensation, - - 38 the District of Columbia, • • 467 

.luutafll Po,tmaster-Gentral. Brituh Colonies and Dtpendenciu--See Non-In-
An additional 1181Dl!tant Poatmaster-general to terrotmr. 

be appointed with a salary o{ sixteen hun-
dred dollars, • • 615 Cadet,. 

.lt,thmtication. 

Bail. 

Of acts of State Jegislaturea, records and judi
cial proceedings, to give them effect in other 
States, - • 298 

An act for the more convenient taking of affi
davits and bail in civil cnuscs depending in 
the courts of the United Statce, February 
20, 1812, - 679 

Commissioners of bail to be nppointcJ - 680 
N otca of the decisions of the courts of the 

United States on the law of bail, • 679 
Bainbridge, William. 

Resolution requesting the Prc-siJent of the 
United States to present medals to Captain 
William Bainbridge, and the officers of the 
frigate Constitution, March 3, 1813, - 831 

Bank of .lll,xandria. 
Anactconcemingthe Bnnkof Alexandria, 621 
N otcs of decisions in certnin actions against the 

Bank of Alexandria, &c., - - 621 

Bank of the United State,. 
Authorized to establish offices in the territories 

and depcnd('ncics of the United States, 
Mnrch 28, 1804, (ohsolete,) - 274 

Punishment of frnuds committed on the Bank 
of the United Stntes, - 423 

The fourth section of the act incorporating the 
Bank of the.United States, which prohibited 
the bank from purcbnsing the public deht, 
(repealed,) - 695 

Bank of Wa,hinglon. 
An act to incorporate the Bank of Wash-

ington, - - 625 
Bankruptcy. 

'l'he act to establish a uniform svstem of 
bankruptcy, April 4, 1800, (repeaied,) 19 

Pr~ings under the act, - - 19 to 36 
N otea of decisions on the bankrupt Jaw of the 

United Sta tee, - • l 9 
An act to repeal " An act to establish a uni-

Cadets in the military academy, - - 710 
Canal.,. 

The expense of extending the canal of Ca,. 
rondelet to the Mi.asissippi riT« to be cf. 
frayed, - - 516 

Canal in tht City of Wa,hingtoo.-&e City of 
JVaahi11gton. 

Capitol. 
Appropriation for completing the south wing 

of the capitol, • • ·311 
Further appropriation towards completing the 

capitol, - • 399 
Appropriation for finishing the south wing of 

the capitol, • 432 
Appropriation for completing the two wings 

of the capitol at Washington, • • !152 
Appropriations for the construction and re

pairs of the capitol and President's bowie, 
&c., • 775 

Ccnam. 
Act pro,·iding for the second census of the in-

habitants of the United States, - • 11 
Regulations, • 11 to 14 
An act providing for the lhird census or enu

meration of the inhabitant& of the United 
States, March 26, 1810, - - 564 

Amendment of the act of March 26, 1810, 
570 

An net further to alter and amend an act pro
viding for the third census or enumeration 
of the inhnbitants of the T.:nitcd Statce, May 
1, 1810, - • 605 

The time for completing the third census ex
tended, Mnrch 2, 1811, (obsolete,) • 668 

Cim,it Court,. 
Regulation of the Cn-cuit Courts of the United 

States, - • 244 
The Circuit Court shall consist of one judge 

of the Supreme Court, and the district judge 
of the district in which the court aball be 
held, • 244 

Appeals from the Circuit to the Supreme 
Court, • - 244 
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Circuit Cmm•. 
Tile nineteenth aec:tion of the act of 24th Sep

tember, 1789, chap. 20, which directs that 
the facts in causes in equity and admiralty 
ahall appear on the record, and the twentieth 
aection which subjects the plaintiff or libellanl 
in the Circuit Court to COets, in certain 
cases, repealed, • 244 

Jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts of the dis
tricts of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, 
Februiuy 24, 1807, ( abolished,) • 420 

Rules for the government of the Circuit 
Courts, • • 420 

Circuit Court of Kentucky to form part of the 
seventh circuit, • 420 

Sessions of the court, • • 420 
Circuit Court in Tennessee, February 24, 

1807, • 420 
State of Tenne88e8 to be ilivided into two 

ilistricta, • • 421 
Session. of, • • 420 

Circuit Court in Ohio, February 24, 1807, 420 
Sessions of, • • 4 20 

Circuit Court of the third circuit, • • 4 71 
Circuit Court of Georgia, • 4 71 
Circuit Courts of Kentucky, Tenn-, and 

Ohio, • 516 
The Circuit Courts to perform the duties of 

the District Courts in caees of the inability 
of the district judges, • 534 

Times of holding the Circuit Court at Knox
ville, in the district of Ellllt TenneSBCtl, in 
the State of Tenneseee, altered, • • 693 

Times of holding the Circuit Court in the 
district of New Hampshire altered, • 696 

Times of holding the Circuit Court in the 
distrirt of Rhode Island altered, • • 696 

Times of holding the Circuit Court at Boston, 
Massarhusetta, altered, • 696 

Ci•y of Wciihington. 
Board of commissioners of the city of Wllllh• 

ington nbolished, • 175 
Affairs of the city to be under the charge of 

a superintendent to be appointed by the Pre
aident, • 175 

Lots to be aot.l to pay the debt to Maryland, 176 
Canal from the Potomac to the Eastern Branch, 

177 
An act conceniing the city of W uhington, 

M11rch 8, 1808, • 235 
Superintendent, his salary, and allowance for 

a surveyor, • 286 
An act supplementary to "An act to inrorpo

rate the inhabitants of the city of Wash. 
ington, in the District of Columbia," Fe. 
bruary 24, 1804, • 251 

A supplement to the act concerning the city 
of Washington, • 297 

Compensation to the offioe of 1111rveyor, • 298 
Public buildings in the city of W uhington, 298 
Proprietors of squares and Iota in the city of 

WashinJ\'lon authorized to have them di
vided and aclmitted to record, • 511 

A company incorporatoo for opening a canal 
in the city of W 11.shington, • Iii 7 

An act further to amend the charter of the 
city of Wa,binzton. May 4, 1812, • 7~1 

City of Waahington. 
Decisiona af the Supreme Court on the pro

visions of the act incorporating the city of 
Washington which authorizes the laying 
of taxes, • • 721 

Decisions of the Supreme Court on the pro
visiJms of the charter which authori1.e11 the 
drawing of lotteries, • • 726 

The President authorized to lease any part of 
the reservations in the city of W a.shiugton, 

775 
Claim, of Citiun, of the United Statu on tht French 

Republir. 
An act making provision for the payment of 

the claims of l.'itizen• of the United States 
on the government of France, 111111Umed by 
the Guiled StalcH by virtue of the conven
tion ceding Louisiana to the United States. 
November 10, 1803, • 247 

Additional provisions for the payment of 
claims of citizens of the Uniwd State• on 
the French government, Uftumed by the 
United States under the treaty with the 
French republic, • 318 

An act making further pro,-ision for the pay• 
ment of the claims of the United States on 
the goveniment of France, • 381 

Clearance of Ship1 or Vrsul,. 
Regulation of the clenrnnce of vessels from tho 

Mississjppi, • 200 
An act to regulate the clearance of armed 

merchant vessel", March 6, 1805, (ex
pired,) • • 342 

Cotul of t/11! United Slfltr,, 
The Secretary of the Treasury to cause charts 

of the coast of North Carolina to be sold, 504' 
See Sun:ty of the Coa1t. 

Cc,in,. 
Mode of eotimating certain foreign coins, and of 

making out invoices in certain CllllCS, • 121 
The second section of the act for regulating 

foreign coins which directs that ce,tain fo
reign coins shall cease lo be a legal tender, 
pas,,cd August 6, 1790, susJl<'nded, (obso
lete,) • 173 

An act regulating the currency of foreign 
coins in the United States, • 374 

Notes of the acts of Congress relative to fo-
reign coins, • 37-i 

Collection Di.,trirts and Port, of Dclit-ery. 
District of Kennebunk, • 68 
Lynn annrxed to New London, • • 68 
District of Bcnnuda Hundred, • 68 
City Point, • • 68 
Biddeford, Pepperclhorough, and New Bedford 

made ports of entry for ve88els arriving from 
the Cape of Good Hope and from place,i 
beyond the same, • 101 

District of Bristol established and annexed to 
the towna of Kittery and Berwick, in the 
district of Portsmouth, • 101 

Districts of Massac in Ohio, Palmyra in Ten-
nessee, • • 1 08 

District of Bermuda Hundred and City Point 
altered, • • 116 
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Coludion Di,tnct• and Port, of .Dtliflery. 
Collection districts established, act of May 1, 

1802, (obsolete,) - - - 182 
Beaufort m North Carolina, - - 228 
P111111nmaquoddy, - - 228 
Easton, - 228 
Tiverton, - - 228 
A new collection district on Lake Ontario, 228 
Cambridge in Massachusetts made a port of 

delivery, - - 310 
Collection districts of Buffnloe Creek and 

Miami, and altering the port of entry of the 
district of Erie, - 336 

Roxhury, in Massachusetts, made a port of 
delivery, - - 349 

Town of Jel'8Cy, in New Jersey, made a port 
of delivery, 355 

All the shores and waters of the Ohio and its 
branches, and of the Mississippi and its 
branches, added to the district of Missi&
sippi, (obsolete,) - 418 

Name of the districts of Biddeford and Peppo
relborough changed to that of Saco, Mossa
chusetts, - - 45 l 

Plymouth in North Cnrolina made a port of 
entry, - 497 

Name of the district of Nanjemoy changed to 
St. Mary's, • 497 

Augusta in Maine made a port of delivery, 497 
Districts of Mumphrcymagog, Oswegatchie, 

and White Mountains established, - 655 
Part of the State of New Jereey annexed to 

the collection district of New York, - 667 
Collection district of Niagara, - 667 
Cape St. Vincent, in the district of Sacket's 

HBl"bour, made a port of entry, - - 657 
District of Sandusky and Teche, - - 657 

Colltclfon of DuHt1 on Vt11th and Tonnngt. 
Transportation of goods, &c., from Philadelphia 

and Baltimore by way of Appoquinimink 
Creek allowed,- • 103 

An act in addition to the act entitled "An Rct 
concerning the registering and recording of 
ahips and vessels of the United States," and 
to the act entitled "An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports anltonnage," 
MBl"ch 2, 1803, - 209 

An act oupplementary to an act to regulate 
the collection of dutiee on imports and ton
nage, - 315 
An act to amend in the ("ll8C8 therein men
tioned the " Act to regulate the collection 
of duties on importo and tonnage, April 21, 
1806, - 399 

Columbia, Diatnct of,-Soo Diatrict of Columbia. 

Column,.-See Light-hou1e1. 

Commuce and S,amtn nf the United Statu. 
An act for the protection of the commerce of 

the United Statee against the Tripolitan 
cruisers, FehruBl"Y, 6, 1802, (obsolete,) 129 

Appropriation for extending the commerce of 
the United Statee, February, 28, 1803, 206 

See Commercial lnttrcour,e, Stamen. 
An act for the protection of the oommerce 

and aeamen of the United Btatee of March 

Commff'et and &amen of the United Stata. 
25, 1804, resoived and oontinued in fol'CII, 

JanllBl"Y, 10, 1809, (obeolete,) • - 611 

Commtreial I,iterromir. 
Between the United States and France further 

suspended, act of February 7, 1800, - 7 
Sailing of commercial veBSels regulated, - 8 
Treatment of vessels violating the act, - 9 
Tho President may remit the prohibition of 

intercourse, and may renew it, - 9 
Hispaniola to be considered as a dependency 

of France, - l 0 
Regulations as to public armed ve81!ela, • 10 
Commercinl Intercourse with St. Domingo 

suspended,Feb. 28, 1806, (expired,) - 351 
See l\'on-lHltrrourse, Non-lmparlatiot1. 

Compematwn. 
Paymaster-general, - 38 
Assistant to the Adjutant,gcneral, • - 39 
Of tho Officers of the Senate and Houae of 

Representatives, • 58 
Allowancee to certain collectors of duties on 

import and tonnage, - - 72 
CommiBBionP to certain collectors, - • 72 
Compenoation of public ministers,• • 78 
Salllries of the district judges of MoM&Chu-

setts, New York, New Jersey, Delawo.re, 
and MB1"yland augmented,- -. 121 

Compensation to delegates in Congress, - 130 
Act of ~farch 2, 1799, augmenting tl1e salury 

of certain officera, revived and continued in 
forcefortwoyearsfrom January 1, 1802, 162 

Compensation o( the officers of the Senate 
and House of Repmientativee of the United 
States, April 29, 1802, (obsolete,) - 170 

Compenoation to officers employed in the col-
lection of duties on imports and tonnage, 172 

Additional compensation to the deputy post• 
master at Washington ; act of May 3, 1802, 
sect. 7, ( obsolete,) - - 191 

Compensation of the offioera of govemmf'nt, 
February 20, 1804, - - 260 

Compensation of the officers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, (obsolete,) • 375 

Compensation of witm•88l'8 for attending the trial 
of the impeachment of Samuel Chose, 389 

Compensation to certain clerks, - 396 
Additional compensation to the judges of the 

Mississippi, Indiana, Michigan, and Louisi
ana territories, - • 431 

Compensation for extra services of the gover-
nor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, - - 444 

Additional compensation to the secretaries of 
the Mississippi, Indiana, Louisiana, and 
Michigan territoriee, - - 450 

Act to continue in force an act continuing 
the salariee of certain officers, • - 4-56 

Compensation to John Eugene Leiterudorfer 
for services rendered in the war with Tri
poli, • 617 

Salaries of the judges of the Circuit Court 
of the District of Columbia increued, 
M8l"ch 3, 1811, - 66-0 

"An act continuing for a limited time the uJ. 
rieA of the officeT11 of the govf'mment," - 718 
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Compmaa.ticm. 
The Preaident of the Beute pro tempore act

ing u auch while the office of Vice-presi
dent of the United Stat.ea was vacant, 777 

Ccmgrm. 
Special Congress, act of May 13, 1800, - 85 
Resolution authorizing the Secretary of State 

to furnish members of Congress with the 
laws of the sixth Congress, - 198 

Resolution expressing the sense of Congreae 
of the conduct of the officers and crew of 
the schooner Enterprise, - - 198 

Congress to meet on the first Monday in No-
vember, 1803, - - 242 

Congress to meet on the first Monday of No-
vember, 1804, - - 283 

Tho next meeting of <.:ongreBB to be on the 
first Monday of November, 1808, - 490 

Congress to meet on the fourth Mondlly in 
November, 1809, - 549 

See Comptmation. 
Delegatp,a from territoriea.-See Ohio, Michi

gan, Indiana, and. /Uinoi, Ttrritorit,. 
Aaeent to State acts.-Sce .llutnt of Ccmgru, 

to Statt ./let,. 
Congress to meet on the fourth Monday in 

May, 1813, - 804 

Connuticut. 
District Court in Connecticut, - 676 
Representatives in Congret111 according to the 

third census, - - • • 669 

Copptr Minu. 
Re10lution authorizing the appointment of an 

agent to collect information relative to the 
copper mines on Lake Superior, - 87 

Copyright. 
An act supplementary to an act entitled " An 

act for tho encouragement of learning by 
eecuring tho copies of maps, charts, and 
books to the authors and proprietors of such 
copies during tho time therein mentioned," 
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts 
of designing, cngm ving, etching historical 
and other prints, April 29, 1802, ( re
pealed,) - • 171 

N otee to the acts relating to copyright, - 171 

Comuu and Vict-<:onm/$. 
An act oupplementary to "An act concerning 

consuls and vice-cons$," and for the further 
protection of American eeamen, Februru-y 
28, 1,803, - 203 

Comtitution, Frigate. 
Reward of Captain loaac Hull and the officer11 

and crew of the Constitution, for the de
struction of the British frigate Guerriere, 818 

Reward of Captain William Bainbridge, hie 
officel'8 and crew, for the destruction of the 
British frigate Java, - - 818 

Ccmttil..tion of tht Uniltd Statu. 
Resolution proposing an amendment of the 

constitution prohibiting any citizen of the 
United States receiving or retaining any title 
or emolument from any foreign prince, state, 
or J>9Wer, - 613 

Court,. 
Times and places for holding certain courta 

altered, act of Moy 3, 1801, (repealed,) 123 
Courts in New Hampshire, Maine, MllSS3• 

chusetts, - - 123 
Courts in North Carolina, - - 123 
Courts in New Jel'8ey, - - 124 
Circuit Court of Kimtucky, - • 125 
Repeal of the act of March 3, 1801, for alter-

ing tho times and places of holding certain 
courts therein mentioned, &c., - - 123 

Sec Judiciary. 
Court of the U nitoo States for the Kentucky 

district, its acssions, - - 242 
District Courts of Virginia, Rhode Island, and 

\Vest Tennessee, - 273 
In case of the inability of the judge of :my 

District Court to attend the court, the mar
shal mny adjourn the court, March 26, 
1804, - 291 

Superior courts of the territories invested with 
tl1e jurisdiction of the District Court of 
Kentucky in cases where the United States 
are concerned, - - 338 

Regulation of the timo of holding the courts 
in the District of Columbia, - 390 

District Court in North Carolina, - - 413 
Cauees, &c., pending in the District Court of 

Columbia continued over to April tenn, 
1809, - 467 

Jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts of the dia-
tricts of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, 

420,516 
J uris<liction of tho District Courts of Kentucky 

and Ohio abridged, - - • - 420 
Rules for tho government of the Circuit 

Courts, - - 420 
Circuit Court of Kentucky to form part of the 

acventh circuit, - 420 
Circuit Court in Tonnelll!ee, February 24, 

1807, • 420 
The State of Tenne1111Ce to be divided into two 

districts, - - 420 
A Circuit Court to be holden annually in 

each district, • 4 20, 4 7 7 
Circuit Court in Ohio, - - 420 
Proceedinga in the courts, - 4 77 
Circuit Court in the second circuit, - 4 71 
Circuit Court in Georgia, - 471 
The Circuit Courts to perform the duties of 

District Courts in caacs of the inability of 
the district judges, - - - - 634 

Circuit Court in Knoxville, East Tennessee, 
altered, • - 693 

Circuit Court in New Hampshire,- - 696 
Circuit Court in Rhode Island, - 696 
Circuit Court in BOll!on, MBNaeh118etts, - 696 
See Circuit Court._Dutrict Cowr/1-Suprmw 

Court. 
Court, Martial.-See ./Jrmy of the Ut1ited Statt,. 
Cri=, and Offence,, 

Continuation of the act of June 6, 1794, pro
hibiting violations of the neutrality of the 
United States, without limitation of time, M 

Punishment of a penon who shall cut away 
a ve11110I at aea, - - • • - 290 

Person• mfty he tried and puniohed for crime. 
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Crimt, and Off tnl"u. 

under the revenue laws in five years from 
the time of commission, • • 290 

Noles of decisions of the courts on the acts of 
Congress punishing the destroying a vessel 
at 8('11, • 290 

Procecdings against persons committing trea
son or felony within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and taking passage in foreign 
armed vcaiela in porta and harboun of the 
United States, • • 339 

Counterfeiting the current coins of the United 
States, • 404 

Cumberland Road. 
An act to loy out end make e road from Cum

berland, in Maryland, to the State of Ohio, 
Mal't'h 29, 1806, • 357 

Note of the ads which have oocn passed re-
lating to the Cumberlnnd road, • • 357 

Additional appropriation for the Cumberland 
road, • 655 

Addition to the act for laying out e road from 
Cumberland, in Maryland, to the State of 
Ohio, • 661 

An oct in addition to the act to rrgulate the 
laying out and making a rood from Cum
berland, in Maryland, to the State of Ohio, 

730 
Cmtom,.-See Dutia. 

Daniah Consul at Tripoli. 
Acknowledgment of Congress of the services 

of the Danish consul at Tripoli, April 10, 
1806, • 410 

Ikbt of the United State,. 
The President of the United States authorized 

to borrow three millions four hundred thou
send dollars for the use of the United States, 
May 7, 1800, • - 60 

.Appropriations of the loan, • • 60 
An act making provision for the redemption 

of the whole of tho public debt of the United 
States, April 29, 1802, (obsolete,) • 167 

Debt of eleven millions of dollars created for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the treaty 
with France by which Louisiana WM ceded 
to the United Stntcs, l'liov. 10, 1803, • 2•15 

'fhe President authorized to borrow two mil
lions of dollars towards the extraordinary 
expenses of intercowse with foreign na
tions, - 349 

Repeal of any of the ncbl which authorize the 
receipt of evidence of public debt in pay• 
ment for pulilic lnnds, • 405 

An act supplementary to the act making pro
vision for the redemption of the whole of 
the public debt of the U nitcd States, Fehru
roy 11, 1807, • - 415 

Note of act• for the redemption of the public 
debt, • 415 

Powers of the commiBBioners of the sinking 
fund extended,. • 651 

An act authorizing a loon of money for o sum 
not exceeding the amount of the principal 
of the public debt, reimbursable during the 
year 1810, May 1, 1810, • • 610 

Dtbt of tht United S1ate1. 
An act authorizing a loan of money for a IUJD 

not exceeding five millions of dollani, March 
2, 1811, (obsolete,) • • 656 

An act authorizing a loan not exceeding eleven 
millions of dollars, March 14, 1811, • 694 

Transfer of stock created under act of No-
vember, 1803,- • 771 

An act authorizing a subscription for the old 
six per cent. ond deferred stocks, ond pro
viding for an exchange of the same, • 783 

Supplement to the act authorizing a loan of 
eleven millions of dollars, • • 784 

Loon of sixteen millions of dollars authorized, 
February 8, 1813, • • 798 

Decatur, Strphm. 
Resolution 1111 to hie servicea, November 27, 

1804, • 346 
Dtdim,u Pott1/atem.-See Evidenc,. 
Defence of Merchant Vtsul,. 

Merchant VC88Cls of the United States may 
defend tht>mselves against Fttnch depreda
tions, act of April 22, 1800, (obsolete,) 39 

Act of June 26, 1798, exct'pt such parts as 
relate to salvage in rccapture,continued, 39 

Dt/a,mrt. 
Representatives in CongrcS11 according to the 

third census, • • 669 
D,lrgatt• to Congrr11.-J3ee Misri$3ippi Trrritory

lndiana Terrilory-lllinou Territory-Al'► 
(f,igan Territory. 

Departmcnt,.--See T,·raaury, JVar, attd Nai,y De
partmN111. 

Deposition,. 
'fhe courts of the United States t1holl have 

power, in their discretion, to take depositiona 
in perpetuam rei memoriam, in any case 
depending before them, • 682 

Dtstroyin!{ Ship, or J",sul, at Sta.-SCe Crimea and 
Off=• 

Dww, 1 Sam11,l. 
Appropriation offive hundred dollars to Samuel 

Dexter, for the expenses of a llllit against 
him brought by JOM'ph Hodgson, • 152 

Direct Ta:rt1. 
Supplement to the act of July 9, 1798,. 2 
Valuations by the commissionl'rs, • 2 
An act tD promote the equlliizing the valua-

tion of unseated lands, May 10, 1800, 71 
Commissioners to adjust the valuations, • 71 
Clerks to be l'mployed for completing the ab

stracts of the valuation of lands, dwelling
houses, ond the enumeration of slaves, 111 

Surveyors of the revenue to make certain re-
turns to the supervisors and inspectors, 124 

An act to nmend an act entitled "An act to 
lay nnd collect a direct tax within the United 
States," March I 6, I 802, • • 138 

An act further to amend the " Act to lay and 
collect a direct tax within the United St11tes," 
March 3; 1804, (obsolete,) • 262 

Act for providing for the ,·aluntion of lands, 
dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of 
slaves in South Carolina, and for other pur
poses, • 811 
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l>irtrt Taxes. Dutrict of Columbia. 
An act to omend "An act further to amend Proceedings in the Circuit Court ot' the Dis-

the act entitled • An act to lay and collect a trict of Columbia against non-residents re-
direct tax within the United States,' " 316 gulated, • • 193 

l)i,trict Courts. Sessions of the Circuit Courts, • 194 
Sessions of the District Courts of Virginia, Proceedings, • 194 

Rhode Island, and West Tennessee al- Taxes, how levied, • 194 
tered, • 273 HiringofelavesintheDistrictofColumbia, 194 

District Courts to have power to issue writs Jurors and justices of the peace, • • 195 
of injunction, • - 418 Licenses to hawkers and pedlers, • • 195 

Terms of the District Court of North Carolina Jail in the city of Washington, • 195 
changed, March 9, 1808, - - 471 Taxes in Georgetown, - • 195 

The Circuit Courts to exercise the duties of the Inspection of articles in the District, • 195 
District Courts during the inability of the Militia of W nshington and Alexandria, • 195 
district judges, • - 534 Incorporation of the inhabitants of the District 

Justice of the Supreme Court to exercise the of Columbia, May S, 1802, • 195 
powers of district judge during the inability Militia of the District of Columbia, act of 
of the jud~e, - - 534 March 3, 1803, • 215 

An act altering the time for holding the Dis- Insurance on buildings, goods, and furniture in 
trict Court in Ohio, March 26, 1810,. 568 the county of Alexandria, in the territory of 

Time of holding the District Court of Maine Columbia, • 227 
altered, November 28, 1811, • 667 Regulation of the time of holding the courts 

Time of holding the District Court in North in the District of Columbia, • 300 
Carolina altered, January 23, 1812, • 675 Provisions of former acts relative to the writs 

Time of holding the District Court in Con- of capias ad respondcndum repealed, - 422 
necticut altered, February 6, 1812, • 676 Return of such writs, - • 422 

An additional judge to be appointed for the Expenses of the administration of justice in 
district of New York, • 719 the District of Columbia, • • 430 

An act altering the times of holding the Dis- Expenses reduced, • 430 
trict Court in the respective districts of New A turnpike company in the county of Alex-
Yorkand Massachusetts,March3, 1813, 815 andria eetablishcd, • • 485 

An act altering the time of holding the District A road to the lower eastern branch bridge to 
Court in the district of Maine, March S, be opened and kept in repair, • • 569 
1813, - 829 A company incorporated to make certain roads 

l)istrict of Columbia. in the Di;,trict of Columbia, April 20, 1810, 
An act concerning the District or Colnm- 670 

bia, • 103 Amendment of" An act to cstnblish a turnpike 
Notes of the acts for the government and ad- company in the county of Alexandria, in 

ministration of justice in the District of Co- tho District of Columhia," • • 577 
lumbia, - - 103 A canal from the river Potomac around the 

Decisions of the courts of the United States, west end of the dam or calllleway from 
in suits relating to the District of Co- Mason's Island authorized, • 752 
lumbia, - • 103 An act to amend the laws within the District 

Laws of Virginia and Maryland continued in of Columbia, June 24, 1812, • 755 
force in the District of Columbia, • 103 Certain powers conferred on the Levy Court 

Organization of the government of the Dis- of the District of Columbia, relating to peni-
trict, • 105 tentinriea, roads, laying taxes, bridges, 771 

Circuit Courte, - • 105 An act to authorize the president and me-
A marehal and attorney in the district to be nagcrs of the Washington Turnpike Com-

nppointed. Fees, • 106 pany of the State of Maryland, when or-
Writs of Error and Appeal,• • 106 ganized, to extend and make their turnpike 
Noles of the law relative to writs of error and road to or from Georgetown, in the District 

appeal, • • 106 of Columbia, to the dietrict line, • • 808 
Orphans' Court, • • 107 Drawback. 
Compensation of the judges. Notes of the Act of April 5, 1800, (repealed,) • • 36 

acts relating to the compensation of the Drawbacks of stamp duties on debentures, 82 
judges of the Dietrict of Columbia, • 107 No drawbacks to be allowed on goode im-

Supplcment to the act relating to the District ported in foreign ve88Cl8, • • 83 
of Columbia, • • 115 Additional drawback on refined sugar and 

Powers of the Circuit Court. Forms of in- spirits distilled in the United States, • 85 
dictments, • 115 Act of April 6, 1800, allowing a drawback on 

Puniehment of felonies, • 115 goods exported to New Orleans, (re-
Jurisdiction of the Circuit Court of Alexan- pealed,) • - 248 

dria, - 116 An act to allow drawbacks on goods, wares, 
Magistrates to form a board of county com- and merchandise, transported by land in 

missioners, • 115 certain cases therein mentioned, Maroh 3, 
Deliveryoffugitives from justice orlabour, 116 1804, • 261 

VoL. II.-106 4 B 
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D,au,back of Dulia on Good, txporltd lo New Or
uan•. 

Repeal of the act imposing restrictions on the 
act withholding drawback.q in C('rtain expor
tations of goods from Louisiana, - 309 

The benefit of drawback allowed on merchan
dise exported by land conveyance from 
Newport to Boston, and from Boston to 
Newport, - 578 

An act to extend the time for exporting, with 
pril'ilege of drawback, goode, wares, and 
merehandise entitled thereto, June 10, 
1812, • 748 

Dwlit,. 
Repeal of duties on mills and implements em

ployed in the manufucture of anuff. Act of 
April 24, 1800, - 54 

Act laying additional duties on aalt continued 
fur ten years, - • 60 

Collectors of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Norfolk, and Charleston, to de. 
posit bonds for dutiee, for collection, in the 
Bank of the United Stntea, • 72 

Additional duties on sugar, mol11Bses, &c., 84 
Duties on wines and articles iruportA'd in f~ 

reign vessels, • • 84 
Act laying duties on licenses for selling win<'II 

and foreign distilled spirits, continued, - 102 
Duties on snuff, refined sugar, on property sold 

at auction, and on carriage• for the con
"eyance of persons, continued, February 25, 
1801, • 102 

Duties on certain teas destroyed by fire in 
Providence, Rhode Island, remitted, 117 

Act to provide for the establishment of certain 
districts, and therein to amend an act en
titled " An act to regulate the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage," and for 
otl1er purposes, ( ohi>olctc,) • - 181 

Duties on imports and tonnage within the ter
ritory ceded by the French republic to the 
United States, February 24, 1804, - 261 

An act for imposing more i,pecific duties on 
the importation of certain artides, and for 
laying and collecting light money on foreign 
ahips or vessels, and for other purposes, 2!19 

The aixth section of the act of March 27, 
1804, imposing more apecitic duties, not to 
operate 011 unregistered vessels of the United 
State& Manner of entering such ships or 
vcseels, • • 339 

The first section of an act further to protect 
the commerce and seamen of the United 
States from the Barbary powers, continued, 
April 21, 1806, - 391 

Importation of copper, aaltpetre, and sulphur, 
free of duty, allowed, • 471 

Duties on the na,·al monument erected to the 
memory of the otlicera who fell in the attack 
on Tripoli remitted, - • 4 76 

Duties 011 certain goods repnicl, aml bonds to 
he given for the duties, • 613 

The finit section of an act to protect the 
commerce and seamen of the United States 
against the Barbary powcra, (the Mediter
ranean fund,) continued in force, January 
11,1811, -61·1 

Duti,,. 
Act to t'ontinue in force the firat section of the 

act furthf'r to protect the commerce and sea• 
men of the United Statea against the Bar
bary powers, (the Mediterranean fund,) con
tinued in force, January 31, 1812, • 675 

An act for imposing additional duties on all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
from any foreign port or place, and for other 
purpoees, July 1, 1812, • 768 

An act to impose a duty on the importation of 
iron wire, February 25, 1813, - • 804 

The first section of the act further to protect 
the oommerce and seamen of the United 
States against the Barbary powera continued 
in force, - • 809 

Ekrtitm of l,fen,brn of th, Hou,, of Rrprurnlatttn. 
The act to preacrihe the mode of taking evi

dence in contes~d elections of membeni of 
the House of Hepreaeutativea continued for 
five yeara, - 39 

Embargo. 
Laid on all the &hips and vessels in the ports 

and harbours of the United States, Decem
ber 22, 1807, • • 451 

Notes of cases docided on the embargo acts of 
Vee. 22, 1807,January 9, 1808, &c., - 451 

Supplement to the embargo act of December 
22, 1807, - 453 

Additional supplementary embargo act, - 473 
An act in addition to the act laying an embar-

go, &c.., - • 499 
An act more effectually to enforce the embargo 

acts, January 9, 1809, - 606 
An act laying an embargo on the ahipa and 

vessels of the United States for a limited 
time, April 4, 1812, • - 700 

Enrol/,d Bills. 
A variance between an engTossed bill and an f"ll• 

rolled bill to be corrected. Resolution, • 306 
Enginttr Corp~. 

An act making further pro•ision for the corpe 
of engineers, April 211, 1812, - 720 

A company of bombardiers, aappcn, and minel'8 
to be formed, and to be officered from the 
corps of engineers, • • 720 

Appointment of the commander of the corpa 
of engineers, • - 721 

Evidtnct. 
Authentiration of publie acts, records, and 

judicial proceedings to give them rffect in 
other Statee. Election of membrrs of the 
House of Repreeentati"ea, • 298 

E:xi1ortation of Good,.-See Nrm-Erportation of 
Good,, JVart1,and Merchandue-Dratrbacla 
-Dutit,. 

Farmn·a' Ba11k of .llfrrandria. 
An act to incorporate the subscn'beni to the 

Farmera' Bank of Alexandria, - • 629 
Fine, and Forftiturt1,-Sce Ptnalliu and Fm·• 

f,iturta. 
Fisheru, of tht Ut1itrd Statt1. 

An act to continue in force" An act concern
ing certain fisheriea of the United States 
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Fwurit, of tM Unittd Statra. 
and for the government of the fishermen 
employed therein," and for other pmpoees 
u therein mentioned, April 12, 1800, (ex
pired,) • • 36 

Continuance of certain allowances to fishing 
veesels, - • 37 

An. act for the accommodation of persons con
cerned in the fisheries of the United States, 
March 16, 1802, • 137 

Allowo.nces given by certain collectors to fish
ing veuels to be credited at the treuury, 652 

George Waah,ngtm,. 
direction of the joint committee of Congreu, 
to be paid, • 83 

Resolution that a marble monument be erected 
in the capitol at W a.shington, to commemo
rate the great events of the military and 
political life of General Washington, • 86 

Funeral honours, - 86 
Recommendation to the people of the United 

States, to testify their grief for the death 
of General George W a.shington, on the 22d 
of February, 1820, • • 86 

Fnrtign Coin.-See Coin,. ~orgia. 
Fortijicalii:nu. Circuit Court in Georgia, - 471 

Act supplementary to the act for fortifying the Represcntati'"es in Congress according to the 
ports and harboul'I! of the United States, 41\3 third census, • • 669 

An. act for the preservation of peace in the Goi,trnnrmt of the i;,it,d State,. 
ports and harboul'I! of the United Stntes An act to mnke further provision for the re-
continued in force, April l 9, 1808, (ex- moval and accommodation of the govern-
pired,) • - 484 ment of the United States, April 24, 1800, 

The President authorized to exchange oertain 66 
lands in North Carolina for other lands more Ofticftl to be removed to Washington, - 65 
suitable for fortifications, • • 496 Funiiture for the Premdent'a house, • 66 

Fortifications commenced for the security of Furniture for the capitol, - 66 
sea-port towns and harboul'I! to be com- Footwaya in Washington, • • 55 
pleted, • • 616 Purchase of books for the librory of Con-

Frana.-Sce Non-Inttrcouru. gress, • 66 
Franking Privilege. Sec Prt1uknt of tM Vnitr.d Sia.tu. 

To William Henry Harrison, delegate from Grtat Britain.-Sec Non-Intercm.ww-War with 
thn northwe11tern territory, 4 Gr,at Britain. 

To Mrs. Martha Washington, • 19 Gun Boat,. 
To the delegate from the territory northwest Appropriation for the purpose of building gun 

of the Ohio river, • 88 boats, . 330 
To John Adame,· • 102 Appropriation for providing an additional 
Extended to any pel'l!On admitted to take a number of gun boats, Dee. 18, 1807,. 451 

aeat in Congre98 as • delegate, • • l30 The sale of the gun boats authorized, March 
Packets and letters from Thomas Jeffenon to 3, lSl3, . . 821 

ho free of postage, - - 552 
Lettel'I! and packets to Thomas Jeff'enion to be Hal"-p 

free of pD"tage, • • . - 626 ·.r ay. 
See Public Documtnt,. Half-pay to widows and orphan&--See P,n-

BWII&. 
Fwgitit,u from Juliet or Labour. . 

Found in the District of Columbia to be de- Howe of R,pre,tnlalw, .. 
livered up by the chief justice of the district Evidence in contested election11 how to be 
as the executive and judicial officel'I! of the taken, . • 39 
States are required to do, . . 116 See .llpportionmntt of Rtpruentativ. • COfl-

grus-Comp,ruatwn. 

Galliopoli,. 
Act to repeol part of the act granting lands to 

the French inhabitants of Galliopolie, - 360 
Gtorgrtown. 

Hull, Dttatur, Jont,, and Litttitnaflt Elliott. 
Resolution relati\"c to the brilliant achievement. 

ofCaptainsHull,Decatur,Jones,and Lieute
nant Elliott, January 29, 1813, • - 830 

Tho corporation of Georgetown authori7.ed to Hvmiliation and Prayer. 
make a causeway from Mason'• laland to Resolution requesting the President to recom-
the western ahore of the ri•er Potomac, 310 mend a day of public humiliation and 

An. act to amend the charter of George- prayer, - • 788 
town, • 332 

Trusteea of the Preabyterian coogrcgation of 
Georgetown incorporated, • • 356 

Charter of Georgetown amended, March 3, 
1809, • 637 

The Georgetown Potomac Bridge Company 
authorized to bonow money, - 648 

Gtcn-g, Wa,hington. 
Expenaea iDcurred in doing honour to the 

memory of George W Mbington, under the 

minou T,rritory. 
The Illinois territory formed out of pen of the 

territory of Indiana, - - 51-l 
Organization of the goYel'IIDlent of the Illinois 

territory,. • 514 
Kaskaskia to be the -t of the gmernment ot 

the Illinois territory, • • 616 
The authority of the COlllllliaaionera of .Kaaku-

lrla continued, (expired,) • • 617 
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lllinou Ttrritory. Indiana TcrriJo,-y. 
The right of suffrage in the Illinois territorv Persons holding office excluded from the legis, 

extended, May 20, 1812, - - 741 lature, - 660 
Elections regulated, - 741 bulian Tribes. 
Apportionment of representatives in the legis- An net for the preservation of peace with tho 

lature, - 74 I Indi:m tribes, January 6, 1800, - 6 
N otcs ofacts relating to the Illinois territory, 7 41 Noles to acts for the preservation of peace with 

Impeachment, and I11quirica into official Ccmduct. the 1ndian tribes, 6 
Expenses of the impenchmeut of Samuel An act supplementary to the act to regulate 

Chase, &c., to be paid, _ 456 trade and intercourse with the Indian tribe&, 
Expenses of the inquiry into the conduct of April 22, 1800, • 39 

John Smith, a Senator from thll State of Persons arrested for violation of the laws to be 
Ohio, to be paid, _ 468 taken before a magistrnttl, 40 

Rations to be allowed, and ex pcnses to be paid of 
lmprwn111lf'11f fm- Drbf, Indianswhovisitthcseatofgovemment, 85 

An act for the relief of persons imprisoneJ An act to rcgulattl trade and intercourse with 
for debt, January 6, 1800, 4 the Indian trih(,s, and to presen·e peace on 

Prisoners to have the limits of jnils as pefflOn• the frontiers, Mnreh 30, 1802, . . 139 
confined under proceas from state courts, 4 Noles of regulations of intercourse and trwle 

Mode of obtaining discharge, 5 with the Intlinns, - 139 
Penalty for making a fal.e oath or affm:na- Noles of decisions of the Supreme Court on 

tion, r, the laws and treaties with the Indians, 141 
Twenty days after judgment the debtor im- Noles of the decisions of the courts of the 

prisoned may have the benefit of the act, United States on the subject of the In-
although no execution has issued, 6 dians, . 146 

Indiana Terrilory. Trading houses with the Indians. Act of 
Territory of Indiana established and organized April 30, l 802, (expired,) - 173 

by the act of May 7, 1800, - 58 The act for establishing trading houses with 
Seat of the government at Vincennes on Wa- the Indian tribes continued in force for two 

bash river, - 69 yeBJ'S, February 28, 1803, - - 207 
Suits depending in the counties in the north- The President authoriwd to enter into certain 

western territory, which become perts of the agreements with the Indian tribes in Lou-
Indiana territory, revived, - - 108 isiana, - 289 

An act making provision for the disposal of Trade and Intercourse with tl\e Indian tribes 
lands in the Indiana territory, and for other in Louisiana to be regulated, - 289 
purposes, - - 277 Additional trading houses with the lndiaru, 

An act to divide the territory of Indiana into established, - 338 
two separate governments, - - 309 An act establishing trading houses with the 

An act supplementary to the u Act making lndiuns, April 21, 1806, (repclllcd,) - 402 
provision for the disposal of the public lands An act for the relief of certain Alibnma and 
in the Indiana territory," and for other pur- Wyandolt Indians - • 627 
poses, - 343 An act supplemental to the act for establishing 

Notea of acts relating to the public lands in trading houses with the Indians, - 644 
the Indiana ttlrrit-0ry, - 343 An act establishing trading houses with tho 

An act respecting claims to land in the In- lndiantribes,March2, 1811,(rcpealed,) 652 
diana ttlrritory, and State of Ohio, - 395 Note of the obsole"!l acts relating to trading 

An act confinning land claims in the district houses with the Indians, • 662 
of Vincennes, and for other purposes, March Injunction&. 
3, 1807, • - 446 Injunctions may be granted by the judge$ of tho 

Right of suffrage extended in the Indiana ter- District Courts of the United Statea, 418 

ritory, • 469 Insolvent Dcbtm-1. 
An act dividing the Indiana territory into two A t fi th r f f · I t d b 'thin 

separate governments, _ 614 c or. ~ re 1c_ o m_so ,·en e tol'II w1 
The territory of Illinois formed out of pnrt of ~e D1StrictofColumbm,March 3, 1803, 237 

the Indinna territory, • . . 614 Imurrectwm. . 
Notes of the acts for tho establishment of the The land and naval fol'CCB to be employed m 

Indiana territory, . /114 casos of insurrections, - 443 
Right of sutlrage in the Indiana territory ex. Interrour~e with foreign Nnti011$, 

tended, - - 625 An act making further provision for the ex-
Delegate to Congress, - - 525 penses attending the intercourse between 
Supplement to the act extending the right of the United States and foreign nations, 

•uffiage in the Indiana territory, - 554 Febmary 26, 1803, (obsolete,) - - 202 
Right of suffrage in the Indiana territory ex- The President authorized to borrow two mil-

ttln<led, (obsolcttl,) - - 659 lions of dollars towards defraying the ex-
Biannual elections, - 659 penses of intercourse with foreign nations, 
Penalty on Lhe person appointed sheriff neglect- February 13, 1805, - - 3-19 

ing to perform the dutie& of Lbe office, 1160 See Non-lntrrC01'r1e-Xo11-Importation. 
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]-nJernal Ta.re,. 
An act to repeal the internal taxes, April 6, 

1802, - 148 
Taxes on stills and domestic distilled spirit,;, 

on refined sugar, licenses to retailers, &ales 
at auction, on carriages, stamped vellum, 
parchment, or paper,discontinucd after June 
13, 1802, - 148 

Provisions of the Jaw relative to outstandin;r 
duties, &c., - 148, 149 

lntJalid Ptn1ion1.--See Pe...-itnu. 
lnuntiona.-See Patent, for uuful Jm,mtum,. 

Jack$0n, F. J., Ministtr Plenipotentiary from Great 
Britain. 

Resolution censuring his conduct, - - 612 
Judiciary. 

Suits revived in the Circuit Court of Penn
sylvania, which were discontinued by the 
failure to hold the Circuit Court in October, 
1799, 3 

Jurorstobesummoned to April term, 1800, 3 
Time of holding the District Court in North 

Carolina alwred, ( o!Jl!olcte,) - 18 
Persons employed in public arsenals exempted 

from serving on juries, - 62 
Mode of designating jurors to serve in the 

courts of the United States, - 82 
An act to provide for the more com·enient or. 

ganization of the courts of the United States, 
February 13, 1800, (repealed,) - - 89 

An 11ct to amend tho judicial system of the 
United States, April 29, 1802, - - 156 

Supreme Court to be holden at Washington, 
its sessions, - 156 

Notes of 11cts to establish the judicial courts of 
the United States, - - 156 

Circuit Courts, - - 157 
Noles of the acts of Congrc88 which regulate 

the original jurisdiction of the Circuit 
Courts, - - 157 

Notes of decisions of courts of the United States 
on the jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts, 157 

Allotment of the circuits among the judges of 
the Supreme Court, -· - 158 

Disagreement in opinion between the judges 
of the Circuit Court, - 159 

Notes of decisions of the Supreme Court on 
questions adjourned from the Circuit Court, 
as to tho form of the certificate llfld the 
matters to be adjudicated by the Supreme 
Court, - 159 

Organization of tho Circuit Courts, 162, 163 
Cognisance of proceedings under commissions 

of bankruptcy, and appointment of commis
sioners of bankrupts, - 164 

Proceeding upon a petition for a commiasion 
of bankruptcy,- - 164 

District Courts, - - 165 
Marshals, - - 165 
Di•trict attorneys, - 165 
Courts in the District of Columbia, • 166 
Testimony of witnC8.'!C8 in chancery suits may 

be taken in writing - - 166 
Clerk of the District Court in Norfolk, - 166 
Terms of the District Court. in Vermont, 167 

Judiciary. 
An act further in addition to an " Act to 

amend the judicial system of the United 
States," - - 4 71 

Circuit Court of the second circuit, - 4 71 
Circuit Court of Georgia, - 4 71 
District Court of North Carolina, - - 471 
The act lo extend juri8<liction in certain caSC8 

to stat,, judges and state courts continued in 
force, • 489 

An act supplementary to an net to amend the 
act entitled "An net est.'lhlishing Circuit 
Courts, llfld abridging the jurisdiction of the 
District Courts of Kentucky, Tenne88CC, 
and Ohio," - l>16 

An act to amend the judicial system of the 
United States, March 2, 1809, - - 534 

Appointment of nn adJitional judge in the 
Mississippi territory to reside in :Madi,on 
county, (obsolete,) - - 51;3 

Executions may he is.sued on judgments or 
decrees in the General Court or Court of 
Chancery of the territory of lndinna, as if 
the territory had not been divided, - 748 

See Caur/1--Circuit Court1-Diatrict Courts. 
Jury. 

Persons employed in public arsenals exempted 
from serving on juries, - 62 

Jurors to eNvc in the courts of the United 
States to he designated hy lot or otherwise 
in each State, according to the mode of 
forming juries to serve in the highest court 
of law therein, as fRr as practicable in the 
courts of the United State11, - 82 

T,a.knal.ia.--8ee Public Lands. 
K,nt11clry. 

Circuit Court in Kentuckv, - - 420, 516 
Representatives in Congr~ according to the 

third census, - - !l69 

La Fay,ttt. 
Land warrants to General La Fayette, - 236 

Laml La1t·s. 
An act providing for the printing Md distribut

ing of euch laws of the United StalcR as 
respect the public lands, April 27, 1810, 589 

Land-Offia. 
An act for the establishment of a general 

land-office in the department of the trea
sury, April 25, 1812, - 716 

Lanell taken in E,:eculion, for Debt, to thl! Unittd 
State.,. 

The marshals mav sell the interest in landR 
delivered to the iJnited States in Aatisfaction 
of judgmPnts in those stalcl! where lands 
are so deli vcrcd, • 61 

Sales made by collectors Mnfirmed, - 61 
Sales by successors of marshals, - - 61 

Law, of IM U,iit,d States. 
An act providing for a more extensive distri

bution ofthi, laws of the T.Tniwd States, 302 
An act for the dispo!!lll of rertain ropies of the 

Laws of United States, January 2, 1803, 308 
See Land Lau,,. 
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Library of Congru,. 
An act concerning the library of Congre1111 for 

the use of both hoUR8, Jan. 26, 1R02, 128 
Notes of the acts passed relative to the library 

of Congress and the librarian, - - 128 
The agent of the joint library committee to 

have the use of the library, - 612 
A further appropriation for the BUpport of a 

library, • • 667 
Lighl-Housu, Beacom, and Bu,oy1. 

Light-house at New London, - 57 
At Clark's Point, • 57 
At WigwBDl Point, • 57 
On Cape Poge, - • 88 
At New Point Comfort, and on Smith's 

Point, • 125 
On Faulkner's Island in Long Island Sound, 

125 
Buoys in Narraganset Bay, • • 125 
Light-house on Gumet's Point, • 160 
On New Castle Island, Piscataqua river, 150 
On Pollock's Rock, New Hnmpshire, • 150 
On Lynde's Point, Connecticut, • • 151 
On Long Island, • • 151 
At the entrance of St. Mnry's river, • 151 
At Penobecot Bny, • 228 
At St. Simon's Island, buoys there, • 270 
At Clark's Point within the town of New 

Bedford, • - 271 
At Five Mile Point, near the harbour of 

New Haven, • • 271 
At the mouth of the river Mississippi, • 294 
At Cape Lookout, in North Carolina, • 294 
A beacon et Sandy Hook, • - 294 
Light-house on Long-Island, on Watch Hill 

Point, • 349 
On Wood Island or Fletcher's N eek, and West 

Passamaquoddy, • 355 
On Franklin Island, Massachusetts, - 496 
Beacons to be placed in the harbour of Bridge

port, Connecticut, Bluff Shoal, Royal Shoal, 
Northwest Straddle, and Southwest Strad
dle, in Parnptico Sound, North Carolina, 406 

Light-houses at Fair Weather and Nashua 
Island, • • 414 

Light-house on Smith's Point, Virginia,• 414 
On North Island, South Carolina,. - 414 
Buoys and stakes to be placed in Winyaw 

Bay, North Carolina, • 414 
Buoys and beacons in the harbour of Salem, 

Massachusetts, • • 414 
On Point Judith, Rhode Island, - 462 
Light-house -00 the south point of the island 

of Sapelo, • 4 76 
Beacons and buoys on the inlet leading to 

Darien, • • 476 
Near the entrance of Iprwich, near Plymouth 

harbour, before the harbour of Nantucket, 
and on the island of Tuckanuck, at the en
trance of Connecticut river, and near the 
entrance of Great Egg Harbour, • 476 

A light-house to be erected at the entrance of 
Scituate harbour, • 611 

A beacon in Boston harbour, • 611 
A light-house near tht'I entrance of Bayou St. 

John and Lake Ponchartrain, Orleans terri
tory, • 611 

Light-HOOIU, Btaco,u, aml Buoy,. 
Light-house on Boon laland, M11&811Mu-

1JCtts, - 659 
Buoys off Cape Fear, • • 61;9 
At the entrance of Edgartown, • 659 
A column on Cape Elizabeth, • 659 
Beacons and buoys at the entrance of Beverly 

harbour, • • • • • • 659 
The President of the United States authoriz.ed 

to purchase from Winslow Lewis his patent 
right for R new and improved method of 
lighting light-houses, • 691 

Light Money. 
An act for imposing more specific duties on 

the importation of certain articlea, and for 
laying and collecting light money on fo
reign ships or vessels, and for other pur
poses, • 299 

Loan,. 
An act authorizing a loan not exceeding six

teen millions of dollars, F eh. 8, 1813, 798 
See Debt of the llnittd Statu. 

I.ouiria-. 
Act to enable the President of the United 

States to tnke potose86ion of Louisiana ceded 
by Franco, and for the temporary govern
ment thereof, October 31, 1803,- •• 24!; 

Expenses of the civil government of Lon-
isiona, • • 272 

Louisiana divided into two territories, and a 
temporary government thereof provided, 
March 26, 1804, • 283 

Notes of acts relating 1o Louisiana prior to 
March 26, 1804, • 283 

Laws of the United States to be enforced in 
Loui~iann, • 283 

Organization of the government of the territory 
of Orlelllls, • 283 

Organization of the territory of Louisiana, 287 
Notes of decisions of the Supreme Court on 

Louimana land titles, • 288 
Notes of acts which have been passed relating 

to land and land titles in Louisiana, • 324 
Powers of the surveyor-general of the territory 

of Louisiana extended, • 352 
An act for ucertain:i.ng and adjusting land 

claims in the territory of Orleaua and dis
trict of Louisiana, • • 391 

An act to enable the people of the territory of 
Orleans to form a constitution and state go
vernment, and for the admission of such state 
into the Union on an eqnal footing with the 
originnl states, and for other purposes, Febru
ary 20, 1811, • • Ml 

An act for the admission of Louisiana into the 
Union, April 8, 1812, • 701 

Notes of decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States on the extension of the 
laws of the United States to Louisiana, and 
on the prsctice of the courts of the United 
States in the district of Louil!iana, • 701 

Supplement to the act for the admission of Lou
isiana into the Union, May 22, 1812, • 74.'l 

J urlicial proceedings in the District Court of 
the territory transferred to the District Court 
estsblillhed by the act of April 8, 1812, 743 
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Loiriria,aa, Di.trict of. 
An act providing for the gonmment of the 

district. of Louisiana, March 3, I 805, - 33 I 
Bee Orlea,u and Louuicma Terri1orie1. 

Jlail of the U11ited Statu. 
Steamboats may carry the mail, February 27, 

1813, - 805 
A poet-road, from NatchSI to Nachitoches est&· 

blished, - - 806 
Bee Po,t-Offict. 

Jlaw. 
District Court in Maine, - 887, 829 

Jlap1.-8ee Cupyright. 
Marint Cory,. 

Rank and pay of the commanding officers of 
the marine corps, - 39 

An act authorizing an augmentation of the 
marine corps, March 3, 1809, • • 644 

Mar,hau of the U,uted State,. 
An act relating to the boncI. given by mar-

shals, April IO, 1806, - 372 
Noles of the decisions of the courts of the 

United States wi lo the duties, powers, and 
liabilities of mal'l'hnls, • 372 

Additional compensation to the marehala of 
North Carolina and New Jersey, - 468 

Maryland. 
Representatives in Congress according to the 

third ce111us, • • 669 
Ma.,1achu~etta. 

Circuit Court in Masaachusetts, - - 696 
Representativea in Congrcaa according to the 

third census, • - 669 
Mechanics' Bank of .Aluandria. 

Incorporation of the Meehanica' Banlt of Alex-
andria, May 16, 1812, - 735 

Michi~an Territory. 
Territory of Michigan taken from the territory 

of Indiana, • 309 
Establishment of the boundaries and govern

ment of the territory of Michigan, - 809 
Adjustment of titles to land in the town of 

Detroit and territory of Michigan, - 398 
Grants and sales of land in the territory of 

Michigan regulated, March S, 1807, 437 
Notea of acts which have been passed relating 

to tho sales of lands in the territory of 
Michigan, - 437 

An act of the governor and judRea of the 
Michigan territory entitled "An act con
cerning· the Bank of Detroit," disapproved 
ot; March 3, 1807, - - 444 

An act supplemental to an act regulating the 
grants of land in the territory of Michigan, 
April 26, I 808, - 602 

Jlililary ./J.cadNny. 
Established April 29, 1812, -
Organization oC the military academy, 
Professors, -
Cadets, 

Military Bounty Lan,b. 

- 720 
- 720 
- 720 
- 721 

An RCt to ucertain the boundary of the land 
ffllllned by the State of Virginia for the 
l!llltisfaction of her officers and aoldiers on 

Military Bounty Land•. 
continental establahmcnt, and to limit the 
period for locoting said land, March 23, 
1804, - 274 

Notes of acts relaung to Virginia military 
bounty lands, - - 274 

An act to provido for deeignating, wrvcying, 
and granting the military bounty lands, 
May 6, 1812, • - 728 

Noles of the acts relating to the military 
bounty Janda appropriated for L'Crvice. in the 
war between the United States and Great 
Britain, - - 728 

An act to ILIIC4lrtain the western boundary of 
the tract reserved for snt.i&fying the military 
bounties allowed to the officers of the Vir
ginia line on continental establishment, 
Jwie 26, 1812, - 764 

See Public Land,. 

Military E,tabli,hmmt. 
An act for completing the eximng military 

establishment, Decemoor, 24, 1811, - 669 
The President authorized to raise certain com

panies of rangers, January 2, 1811, - 670 
An act to raise an additional military force, 

Janunry II, 1812, - • 6il 
The purchW!C of ordnnnc:-,,, ordnance stores, 

camp equipagl', and other quartermaster's 
stores and small anns authorized, • 674 

Supplement to the net to rnise for a limited 
lime an ndJitional military force, - 685 

See Public L,iud&-.Army oftht United Statu. 
Military Land JVarranlB. 

Further time to the ho!Jere of military land 
warrants allowed, 7 

The priority of location of the warrants and 
of warrants registered under prior act shall 
be dccid<'d by lot, and a day for the location 
shall be fixed by the &>cretary of the Trea
sury, 7 

Further time for locating military land war-
rants, March 19, 1804, • 271 

A,i act to authorue the Secretary at War to 
iaue military land warrants, and for other 
purposes, March 2, 1805, - - 329 

The Secretary at War authorized to issue 
military land warranbl, April 16, 1806, 378 

Su"ey•tobemadeofthequartertownshipa, 378 
Time for issuing military land warrants ex

tended to March 1, 1810; March I, 1808, 
(obsolete,) - - - 47"1 

The time for issuing military land warrants 
extended, Dec. 19, 1809, (obsolete,) - 655 

The time for locating Virginia military land 
warrant. extended, and for returning sur
veys thereon to the Secretary at War, 689 

Military Peart E,tabli,hment. 
An act fixing the military peace establish

ment of the United Stats, March 16, 
1802, • 132 

An act in addition to "An act fixing the mi
litary peace establiahment oC the United 
States," February 28, 1803, - 206 

Additional fl\Jrgeons' mates to be appointed, 
March 26, 1804, - 290 

Equh•nlrnt for whi~kl'y to the troopa, • 290 
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Militia. 
Persons employed in public areenals exempted 

from military duty, • • 62 
An act in addition to an act entitled " An net 

more effectually to provide for the national 
defence by establishing an uniform militia 
throughout the United States, March 2, 
1803, • 207 

Militia of the District of Columbia. Act of 
Morch 3, 1803, • 215 

An act directing a detachment of the militia 
of the United States, and for erecting cer. 
tnin al'llCnals, March 3, 1803, • 241 

The President authorized to call on the exe
cutives of the several States to have their 
proportions of the militia ready for imm<'
diate eervice, April 18, 1808, (expired,) 383 

Service of volunteer corps may be accepted, 383 
A detachment of the militia authorized,• 479 
General officers to be appointed by the Pre-

sident, • 479 
An net making provision for nrming nnd equir

ping the whole body of the militia of the 
United Statce. April 23, 1808, (obsolete,) 

490 
An net to authorize a detachment of the mili

tia of the United States, ( obsolete,) - 705 
Noles of the decisions of the courts of the 

United States on the laws relating to the 
militia, • • 705 

Militia in the District of Columbia, July I, 
1812, - 769 

Fines imposed by courts martial to be certified 
to the comptroller of the tr<'asury. Act of 
February 2, 1813, • - 797 

Marshnls to pay fines into the treasury within 
two months after they are collected, - 797 

Pay of non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates in the militia, - 797 

Mint. 
An net respecting the mint, April 24, 1800, 

53 
Appropriation for the purchase of copper, M 
Part of bullion deposited retained for the ex-

pense of refining, - 54 
Mint to remnin in Philadelphia until Morch, 

1801, ( obsolete,) - 86 
Mint to remain in Philadelphia until March 

4, 1803, ( obsolete,) - - 111 
Notes of the nets which provide for the ex

amination of the coins at tho mint, • 111 
Continuance of the mint at Philadelphia pro-

longed, March 3, 1804, • 242 
The mint continued at Philadelphia for five 

years, April l, 1808, (expired,) - 481 
The continuance of the mint at Philadelphia 

further prolonged, December 2, 1812, (obso
lete,) • 787 

Mu8i,sippi Ttrritory. 
Organization of the Mississippi territory, ( obso-

lete,) - 69 
Commissioners may finally aettle with Georgia 

by compromise, • 70 
May inquire into the claims of individuals, 70 
Survey of lands in the Mississippi tenitory, 233 
Act rt>gulating grants of land and for the di11-

Mumlippi Territory. 
posnI of the public lands south of the State 
of 'fenneesee, • - 323 

A land-office established in the Mississippi 
territory,· - 440 

Right of suffrage in Mississippi territory ex-
tended, - • 455 

A delegate to CongreBB to be elected, - 455 
Pre-emption rights in the Mississippi terri-

tory, - 456 
Land ceded by the Cherokees to be offered 

for aal.-, June 15, 1809, - • MS 
The right of suffrage extended to the citizf'ns 

of Madison, in the Mississippi territory, 563 
The legi•lature of the Mississippi territory au-

thorized to establish courts, • 564 
An act to enlarge the boundaries o( tbe Mi11-

sissippi territory, May 14, 1812. - 734 
An net confinning claims to lands in the Mis

sissippi territory, founded on warrants of 
survey granted by the British or Spani•h 
autl1orities, - 765 

The State of Georgia requested to a&BCnt to 
the fomrntion of two States of the Missis
sippi territory, June 17, 1812, • • 786 

Miuouri Territory. 
An net prO\·iding for the government of the 

tenitory of MiBBOuri, June 4, 1812, (obso
lete,) - - • - • - 743 

Or;::anization of the government of the terri-
tory, • 743 

Decisions on land titles in Missouri, • 748 
An act making further provision for settling 

the claims of land in Missouri, - • 748 
An act giving further time for delh·ering evi

dence in support of claims to land in the 
territory of Missouri, and for regulating the 
donation grants therein, March a, 1813, 812 

Noles of nets passed relative to lands in Mis-
souri, • 812 

Notes of decisions of the Supreme Court on 
land titles in Missouri, • 812 

Mobilc.-See Public I.and,. 

Naturalization. 
An net to establish an uniform rule of natura

lization, and to repeal the acts heretofore 
passed on that subject, April 14, 1802, 153 

Not.cs to the nets relating to naturalization, 153 
An act in addition to "An act to establish an 

uniform rule of nnturali.7.ation. and to repeal 
the act heretofore pBt!l!ed on the subject. 
March 26, 1804, - 292 

Naval Peare Establishment. 
An act supplementary to the act providing for 

a na\'al pence establishment, and for otl1er 
purpoBt's, March 27, 1804, • 297 

Repeal of the second and fourth sections of 
the act of March 3, 1801, - 390 

The President may keep in service in time of 
peace as many frigates as he may think ne
cessary, (repealed,) • • 390 

To be armed and officered as he may chOMe, 390 
Additional seamen may be employed, March 

3, 1807, • • 443 
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Na"y Ho,pital. 
An .ct eetablishing navy hoepitala, - 650 

Na"!J of tlu Unittd State,. 
An act for the better government of the navy 

of the United States, April 23, 1800, • 45 
Rules and regulations for the government of 

the navy, • 45 to 53 
Naval courts martial, • - 50 to 52 
Regulations in case of capture of ve-ls of the 

United States, • • 52 
Prize money, and diatribution of prize mo-

ney, - 52 
Bounty for the capture of peniona on board a 

ahip or ve&&el at the commencement of an 
engagement, • - 53 

Appropriation of the put of captured property 
to the navy pension fund, - 53 

An act providing for the naval J-.:e establish. 
ment of the United States, and for other 
purpoae8, ( ob,iolete,) - 110 

Preside11t lll8Y cauae certain public vessels to 
be sold ; six frigates retained, • • 110 

Navy reduction, • • 110 
Number of officers retained,. • 111 
Sale of a piece of land, part of the navy yard 

in Charlestown, MaBBachuactts, • - 199 
An act authorizing the employment of an ad

ditional naval force, January 31, 1809, 514 
The President, in the ever,t of a fsvourable 

change in the foreign relations of the United 
States, authorized to discharge and lay up 
in ordinary such of the frigates H he may 
deem proper,June 28, 1809, (obsolete,) 553 

An act concerning the naval establishment, 699 
Note of acts relating to the navy of the United 

States, - • 699 
An act to increase the navy, January 2, 

1813, - • 789 
An act supplementary to the act for increasing 

the navy, March 3, 1813, • • 821 
Sloops of war to be built, • 821 
VeBBels to be prepared for the lakes, • 821 
The President may contract for building forty-

four gun frigates, • 821 

N"" Oruam. 
A custom-ho118e authorized to be built at New 

Orleans, • • 418 
A lot granted to the corporation of New Or-

leans, • 700 

N"" York. 
Representati vce in CongreBB according to the 

third census, • • 669 
Au additional district judge appointed for New 

York, April 29, 1812, • 719 
Organi28tion of the District Court of New 

York, (repealed,) • • - 719 
District Court in New York, - 81 i 

Non-lmportatio11 Laws. 
An act to prohibit the importation of certain 

goods, wares, and merchandiae, (importation 
from Great Britain,) • • • 379 

Non-intercourse act of April 18, 1806, sus-
pended, • • 41 l 

Supplement to the act of April 18, 1806, to 
prohibit the importation of certain goods, 
wares, and merchandise, February 27, 1808, 
(repealed,) • 469 

Non-Intercourae. 
An act to interdict the commercial intercourse 

between the United States and Great Britain 
and their dependmci.,s, and for other pur
poses, March 1, 1809, (expired,) • 528 

Notes of cases decided on the non-intercourse 
laws, • 528 

Shipe and vessels of nations with which in
tercourse is permitted by act of March t, 
1809, may depart with cargoes to ports 
with which intercourse is permitted, • 547 

Certain parts of the non-intercour:ie act of 
March 1, 1809, continued in force, • 550 

Penalties under the act, • 550 
An act concerning the commercial intercourse 

between the United States and Great Britain 
and France and their dependencies, and for 
other purpos<'S, May 1, 1810, (repealed,) 605 

British and French vessels not permitted to 
enter the harbours of the United Statee but 
in certain cases, - 606 

N4f11J Ptmions. Supplement to the act concerning the com. 
An act providing for navy pensions in certain mercial intercourse between the U nitcd 

cases, January 20, 1813, • • 79o States and Great Britain and Fnmce, March 
An act regulating pensions to peraons on board 2, 1811, (repealed,). . 651 

private armed ship,,, • • 809 Vessels chartered and laden on account of the 
Navy Pt"8ibn Fund. government of the United States, may be 

The money arising, or which hu accrued to permitted to depart from the ports of the 
the United States from the aale of prizes, to United States, • • 719 
be appropriated to the navy pension fund, 53 An act to prohibit the exportation of specie, 

Management of the navy pension fund, • 53 good-, wares, and merchandise for a limited 
An act to regulate the navy pension fund, time, April 14, 1812, • 707 

March 26, 1804, • 293 Decisions of the courts of the United States 
Noles of decisions of the Supreme Court on the on the non-intercourse acts, • 707 

acts relating lo the navy pension fund, 293 Norfolk. 

N"" Hampshire. Relief of the sufferers by fire at the town of 
Circuit Court in New Hampshire, - 696 Norfolk, • • 272 
Re~ntatives in Congr888 according lo the North Carolina. 

third census, • • 669 Time of holding the District Court altered, 
Net# Jer,ey. act of March 19, 1800, (obsolete,) - 18 

Representatives in Congrea according to the Laws of the United Sta tee to be transmitted 
third ce08U8, • 669 to the govemor of North Carolina, • 87 

VoL. 11.-lOi 
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North Carolina. Orleam and Louiriana Tl'Tri1orie,, 
Notes of the decisions of the Supreme Court 

of the United States on the titles to land in 
that part of Louisiana which lies eut of 
the Mississippi and island of Orleans, 718 

District Court in North Carolina, • 413 
The report of the chart of the BUrvey of the 

coast of North Carolina to be published, 449 
District Courts in North Carolina, 471, 675 
Representatives in Congress according to the 

third cellSUll, . - 669 PaymaAl,r-Gen1:al of the UniJed Statu. 
Northu,taltm TtrriJory of Ohio. CompenSBtion, • . • 88 

Territory northwest of the Ohio divided into Pay of !ht ...irmy and !iavy.-See f~my of the 
two territorial goverrunenbl, one the North- Lmttd State-!fo,,y of IM Lmted Statu. 
western Territory of Ohio, and the other Pauport, for Ship, atld Vtutu. 
the Territory of Indiana. Act of May 7, An act supplementary to the act entided 
1800, • 58 "An act providing passports for the ahipa 

Seat of the government of the Northwestern and veeaela of the United Statea," Much 8, 
Territory of Ohio, established at Chili- 1803, • • llOS 
cothe, . •. 59 Pattnt, fur w~ful Jmiention,. 

Compensation of the de!egate from the temtory Privilege of obtaining patents for useful inven-
northwest of the Ohio, • 88 tions extended to aliens having reaided two 

yean within the United State&, - - ~ 
Oatlu and ...i.ffirmatiom. Provisions relating to mch patenbl, • 88 

Form of the oath or affirmation under the act The legal representatives of a dooeued in-
providing for the second censWJ,- - 37 vcntor may obtain a patent, • 88 

Ordft4n«. Damages for breach of patent right, and mode 
An act for the better regulation of the ord- of recovering, • • • 88 

nanee, May 14, 1812, - 732 Pattn/1 for LanrJ,. 
Note of acta for the regulation of the ordnance Patents to IM-given for lands under resolution 

department, . 732 warrants issued by the State of Virginia, 80 
See ...ir111y of t!.e Uniled States. Peace E,tablishmmt.-8ce Military Ptact E#a-

Ohio. bliahment-Naval Peace Eatabluhmmt. 
Act to enable the people of Ohio to form a PfflOlti,, and Forftiture,. 

state govemml'nt, and for the admission of The fourth section of the act relating to re-
Ohio into the Union, April 30, 1802, • 173 mission of penalties and forfeitures, (re-

An act to provide for the execution of the pealed,) . . . . . • 7 
Jaws of the United Statea, within the State Penalties and forfeitures under the non-inter-
of Ohio, • " 201 coun,e act of April 18, 1806, remitted, 41 

Act in addition to the act of April SO, 1802, The President authorized to remit penaltiea 
providing for the admission of Ohio into and forfeitures in the case of certain fugitives 
the Union, • 225 from Cuba, incuned under the act prohibit-

Act for the relil'f of the governor, eecretary, ing the slave trade, • - 64 9 
and judges of the late territory northwest of The President authorized to grant remiuiOll8 
the river Ohio, February 26, I 806, • 350 of fines and forfeitures in the District of 

Sale of a tract of land in the town of Cin- Columbia, • 752 
cinnati, Ohio, • •• 352 The Secretary of the Treasury to remit certain 

An act respecting the claims to land in the fines incurred in the importation of gooda 
Indiana territory, and State of Ohio, April from Great Britain, on terms, • - 789 
21, 1806, • • 395 Remission of penalties and forfeitures on gooda 

Time for holding the District Court of Ohio imported and introduced into the United . 
altered, • • 668 States, not clandestinely, from the dependen-

Repreeentatives in Congress according to the ciea of Great Britain and Ireland since the 
third census, • • • • • 669 declaration of war, Feb. 27, 181 S, • 804 

The P~dent to cauae the aurveyor-general Pmnlt!Jlvania. 
to de81gnate the western and northern boun• Rcpreaentatives in Congna according to the 
daries of Ohio, • 7 41 third cenSWJ, . . 669 

Orkam and Louuiaft4 Territorit1. Pmsion,. 
Claim of New Orleans to the commons con- To pereons disabled in the service of the 

finned, - - 440 navy, - 53 
Rights under French and Spanish governments An act for the relief of the widows and or-

not to be impaired, • • 441 phane of certain persons who have died in 
Claims to be divided according to the uaages the service of the United States, April 29, 

of the French and Spanish governments 1802, - 170 
in certain cases, • 441 Pensions to persons for wounds received in the 

Regulations as to giving titles to lands BO revolutionary war, March 3, 1803, • 242 
claimed, • • 441 Relief to certain military pensionl'rs in the 

Land claims in the territory of Orleans, 617 State of South Carolina, • - 260 
An act for registering claims to land in the An act in addition to an act to make proviaion 

territory of Orleans, April 14, 1812, • 709 forpersonsthathaveheendillllbledbyknown 
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Pemio,u. Poat-offict and P~t-rpcu/,. 
wounds received in the &ervice of the United The President may direct a mail to be carried 
States during the revolutionary war, March from the head-quartera of the army to the 
3, 1805, • • 345 nearest poet-office, January 14, 1813, (ob-

An act to provide for penow, who were dis- BOlete,) • • 700 
abled by known wounds received in the re- Prtble, Edu,ard, and tht Offictr• and CMD Wider hi. 
volutionary war, April 10, 1806, • 376 Command. 

A~~~::°nceming invalid pensions, A~ ls5i Re&C>lution u to their 11ervices, · :U6 

Certain pensiollll to be paid at Washington, 505 Pn-m,ption-&e Public Landa. 
An _act for the reli~ of the officers 8;11d &C>l• Pruidtnt of Ou U .. iled State,. 

diers who IICfVed m the last campaign on Furniture for the accommodation of the Pre-
tho Wahaa~ April 10,. 181~, • • 704 aident to be purchased, . 6A 

An act to revive and continue m force " An act Provi,,ion for the accommodation of the Preai-
to provide for peniow, who were disabled by dent of the United States, . 121 
known wounds received in the revolution- An act to provide for the accommodation of 
ary war, and for other purpoeea, April 25, the President of the United States, March 
1813, . _-718 3, 1805, • . 346 

N otea o_f acta passed relative to revolutionary An act providing for the further accommoda-
pens1ona, • 718 tion of the President of the United States, 

Port,mouth in N,w Hampshire. March 2, 1809, • 538 
Relief of sufferers by fire in the town of See .llppropriatit>ns. 

Portsmouth,, • • 201 Prtritknt a11d Vvt-Pruicknt of IM Umted &atu, 
Po,t-office and Pat~nt--0.flict Buildings. Ekction of. 

An act providing for the better accommodation An act supplementary to the act relative to 
of the general poet-office, and the potent,. the ek-ction of the President and Vice-Pre-
oflice, . 589 sidcnt of the United States, and declaring 

Supplement to the act providing for the ac- the officer who shall a.ct as President in 
commodation of the poet-office and patent,. case of vacanciea in the offices both of Pre. 
office, . 691 sident and Vice-President, - 295 

Po,t--0jflce and Post-roada. Pri1oner1 of War. 
An act to alter and establish sundJy poet-roads, Safe keeping of prisoners of war, • • 777 

April 23, 1800, (obsolete,) • • 42 Pri::e and utter, of llfarqut. 
An act further to alter and establish certain An act concerning letters of marque, prize. 

poet-roads, March 3, 1801, • 125 and prize goods, June 26, 1812, . 769 
An act further to alter and establish certain Notes of the deciaioos of the courta of the 

post.roads, and for the more aecure carriage UnitedStatesonprizeaandtheprizeacts, 760 
of the mail of the United States, May 3, Letters of marque, • 759 
1802, (obsolete,) • • • • 189 An act in addition to the act concerning lett.en 

An act to alter and establish certain post. of marque, prizes, and priz.e good&, January 
roads, and for other purposes, March 26, 27, 1813, . 792 
1804 • 275 p • M, D' 'b ti f • • • 

An , f, h to alter d stabli h rtain nze oney. IStri u on o pnze money an111Dg 
act urt er an e 8 ce from ve&11Cla and goods • - 62, 53 

post.roads, and for other purposes, March ' 
3 1805 . . . . • . 337 Proceu in tht Courts of tht United State,. 

An ~t to ~ter and establiah certain poet-roads, An _act to extend _tli~ power of granting inj~ 
and for other purposes, April 21, 1806, (ob- lion to the DIBtnct Courts of the Umted 
&C>lete,) . . . . . . 408 States, • • 418 

An act to establish certain post.roads, and for Properly ~f the United States. 
other purposee,March3,1807,(repealed,) 444 Resolution respecting the property of the United 

Certain post-roads in Georgia and Ohio esta- States in po1111ession of Thomas Claxton and 
blished, • • 491 others, doorkeepers to Congress, • 127 

An act regulating the poet-office establiah- Protec1;o., of Commuce and the &amen of the Unit• 
ment, April 30, 1810, • 592 States. 

Notes of deciaions of the courts of the United Act of February 8, 1803, • 206 
State& on the duties and obligations of Public .Atta, Rtrurth, and Judicial Protttding,. 
the" postmnster-general,"" postmnsters," and Act supplementary to the act to preecribe the 
"the poet-office," vol. i. 308, • • 592 mode in which the public actll, recorde, and 

Notes of act& of Congress relative to the post. judicial proceedings shall be authenticated, 
office department, • 592 to take effect in every other state, • 298 

N otea of the acta of Congreas relative to tile 
privilege of franking, . 599 Puhlic Contract,. 

N otea of casea decided in the actions inati- An act concerning public contracts, • 486 
toted by the postmaster-general, • 602 Public Document,. 

An act to alter and estabfi,,h certain poet- President'• mesaage to be tranaported by mail 
roads, • 730 J free of poatage, April 13, 1808, • • 483 
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p,,Jifu: Documuii1. 
A me-ge of the President of the United 

States, and doc~nta to be transported by 
mail free of pOfltagc, • - 506 

Mel!Sllgc of the President of the United States 
of November 29, 1819, to be transported 
by mail free of postage, • • 564 

The message of tbe President and documents 
accompanying it to he transmitted free of 
postage, December 17, 1810, • 614 

The seven! messages of the President and the 
document.I accompanying the 11Bme, of the 
5th and 7th November, 1811, to be trans
ported by mail free of postage, • • 667 

The message of the President of the United 
Stales, of November 4, 1812, with the do
cuments accompanying the aame, to he 
transmitted free of postage, - 787 

Public Land,. 
Act in addition to the act regulating grants of 

land appropriatro for military service and 
for the Society of the United Brethren, 14 

Regulations of surveys under the act, 14 to 16 
S11le of public lands in the territory northwest 

of the Ohio, nnd above the mouth of Ken-
tucky river. Act of May 10, 1800, - 73 

Notes of acts relating to the eale of public 
lands, • 73 

Regulation of aurvey• of grants of lands for the 
refugees from the Briti.oh provinces of Ca
nada and Nova Scotia, • 100 

Right of pro-emption given to persons who 
have purchased lands of John Cleves 
Symmes, • 112 

Regulations in relation to thoee lands, 112, 113 
An act in addition to an act entitled " An act 

regulating tho grants of landd appropriated 
for military services, and for the Society of 
the United Brethren for propagating the 
goepel among the heathen," April 26, 1602, 

166 
Gnnta of land and dispoeal of public lands 

BOuth of the State of Tennessee, - 229 
Notes of ecta relative to grants and dispoolll 

of lands south of the State of Tennessee, 229 
Act regulating grants of lands for military 

services, 11nd for the Society of the United 
Brethren, continued in force, - 236 

Land to General La Fayette, • 236 
An act providing for the disposal of the public 

lands in the Indiana territ,:,ry, and for other 
purposes,- • 277 

Decisions of the Supreme Court on Louisi-
ana land titles, • 288 

Prohibition of settlement on the public lands 
in Louisiana, • • 289 

An act aupplementary to the act regulating the 
grants of land, and providing for the dispo
sal of lands south of the State of Tennt'&
eee, March 27, 1804, - 303 

Noles of decisions of the courts of the United 
States upon the acts for the disposal of 
lands south of the State of Tennc88eC, 303 

An act concerninjj' the mode of 1urveying the 
public lands of the United States, February 
I 1, 1805, . 313 

An act further to wnt'nd " An act for regulating 

Public Land,. 
the grants of the lands of the United State. 
south of the State of TenneB11ee," • 323 

An act for aacertaining nnd adjusting the titlea 
and claims to land within the territory of 
Orleans and district of Louisiana, March 2, 
1805, - 324 

Notes of acta relative to Janda and land till ea 
in Louisiona, • - 324 

Noles of decisions, • 326 
Act for the disposal of the public lands in the 

Indiana territory, • 343 
Notes of the acts relating to the public landa 

in the Indiana territory, - - 343 
Power of the surveyor-general of Louisiana 

extended, • 852 
Surveys of lands in Louisiana, • 353 
Titles to land• in the territory of Orleans and 

district of Louisiana, - 391 
Land claima in the territory of Indiana, and 

State of Ohio, • • 395 
Sale of the public lands soulh of the State of 

Tennessee, - 400 
Repeal of any act or octa w11ich authorizes the 

receipt of the public debt in payment for 
public lands, • - 405 

An act to pre..-ent eettlemenls being made on 
the lands ceded to the 1J nited Statca, March 
3, 1807, - • 445 

Mnnnerinwhich settlementsmaybcmade, 445 
Salee of lands in the district of Vincennes, 44 7 
Snle of the public lands situated between the 

United Statt>S military tract, and the Con
necticut reserve, • 4-48 

Supplement to the " Act regulating the grants 
of lands, and providing for the disposal of 
the lands of the United Stalea south of the 
State of Tennessee," • 465 

An act concerning the sale of the public 
lands, March 31, 1808, • 479 

Settlers on the river Mobile allowed a further 
time to put in thPir claims, • 480 

Settlers on lnnda in the M i.ssi.ssippi territo-
ry,. • 480 

Rig.hta of the United Stoics to t<,wn Iota ceded 
to the corporation of Natchez, • - 481 

An act aupplemental to an act regulating the 
gronlJ! of lnnds in the territory of Michigan, 
April 25, 1808, - 502 

An act to extend the time for making pay
mrnt for the public lands of the United 
States, March 2, 1809, (obsolete,) - 533 

The mode in which applicotions shall be made 
for the purchase of land at the several 
land-offices, prescribed, • 556 

An net pro,;ding for the sale of certain lands 
in the Indiana territory, • 690 

Regulations of the 881c of the lands in the In-
diana territory, - 590 

Time for making payment for the public-lands 
of the United Stntcs extended in certain 
cases, April 30, 1810, • 591 

The decisions of the commie&ioncn, in favour 
of the claimants of land in the district of 
Kaskaskia, confirmed, • 607 

Appropriations for renying into effect certain 
Indian trentiea, • 607 
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Public Lawu. 
An act providing for the final adjustment of 

claims to lands in the territories of Orleans 
and Louisiana, February 15, 1811, - 617 

An act providing for the sale of a tract of land 
lying in the State ofTermessce,anda tract in 
the Indiana territory, February 25, 1811, 649 

Land-offices at Nashville, in Tennessee, and 
Canton, in Ohio, to be remo,·ed, - 649 

The register and receiver of public moneys for 
the district east of Pearl river to make sale 
of the public lands in the district, - 650 

Bales of lands in the district ea,,t of Pearl ri-
ver, - G50 

Act for the final ndjustmmt of land claims in 
the territories ofOrlrans and Louisiana, 662 

Further time nllowed for completing the pay
ments in certain pre-emption righl8, in the 
Mississippi territory, - - 668 

See Orlra111 Territory. 
Adjustment of land claims in the territory of 

Orleans, March 3, 1811, - - 662 
The time of opening the land-office in Louisi-

ana territ9ry extendro, - 668 
Adjustment of land claims in the territory of 

Louisiana, March 3, 1811, - 662 
An act directing the terms on which lands sold 

at public sale, and that revert to the United 
States, shall agu.in be aoW, January 14, 
1812, - 674 

Public La11d11. 
An act giving further time for registering claim• 

to lands in the eastern and western districts 
of the territory of Orleans, now State of 
Louisiana, February 27, 1813, - - 807 

An act gh·ing further time to purchasers of 
public Jaruis to complete t.hcir paymenl8, 
March 3, 1813, - 811 

Public Mini1/n-1 and Consul,, 
The compensation of public ministera and 

consuls, re•itling on the coasl of Barbary, 
fixed, - 608 

Regulations as to consuls on the coast of Bar-
bary, - 609 

Public Rom/1, 
A road to be made from the frontieTB of Georgia 

to N cw Orleans, - 397 
See Cumberland Ronrl, 
Road from the rapids of the river Miami of 

Lake Erie to the western limit of the Con
necticut reserve, - 668 

A pnhlic road lo be opened from the line eeta-
blished by the treaty of Greenville to the 
North Bend of the river Ohio, - - 670 

Quarter-master', Department. 
A quarter-master's department eslablisheil, 

March :is, 1812, - 696 
An act to amend the act to establish a quar

ter-master's department, May 22, ltH2, 742 An act for the revision of former confirma
tions, and for confirming certain land clu.ims 
in the district of Kaskaskia, . 677 Refugees from Canada ni1d J\"ora Scotia. 

An act to establish a land district in the llli- Surwys of lands granted to them,- - 100 
nois territory, east uf the district of Kaskas• Act of March 3, 1803,- • 242 
kia, and to attach certn.in public lands to the Act of April 7, 1798, for the relief of refugees 
district of Jetfcnmnville, • . 61H from the Brilish provinct>s of Canada and 

An act for the relief of the comruis.sioners west Nova Scotia, re,·ived and continued in 
of Pearl river, - • 692 force, - 270 

Further time for registering land claims in the An act further to provide for the refugees from 
Orleans territorv, . 692 Canada and Nova Scotia, February 21, 

Further time giv~n for registering claims to 1810, • 556 
lands in the western district of the territory Rcgisteri11g a11d Recording of Ships a11d Ve,se/3 of 
of Orleans, - 692 the United Stal,s. 

An act for registering claims to land in the Act of March 2, 1803,- - 209 
territory of Orleans, April 14, 1812, - 709 An act relating to the ?e('Ording, registering, 

Pat.cnts to be grant1,-d for lands surveyod; and and enrolling of ships or ,·essels in the dis-
donation rights to be granted to certain claim- trict of Orleans, February 25, 1804, - 259 
ants of land in the district of Detroit, - 710 An net to authorize the Secretary of the Trea-

Provisions for claimants lo land under the acts sury to provide new ct•rlilirntes of registry, 
for the relief of the refugees from Canada March 3, 1813, - 818 
and Nova :SCoti_a,_ - _- - .- 712, luprr1entofir,e3 in Congre.$I, 

An act f~r ascerlauung the lll_les and clmms. to An act for the apportionment of representatives 
lan~s :Uththat_ part of _L~ui~rana ~hrch hes among the 1everal al.lllell, according to the 
ea~ 0 e nver Missrsstppl and ll!land of second enumeration, January 14, 11302, 128 
Ne:"' Od<'ans, • . • 713 Note of the acts pas.sed apportioning the re-

Vahchty _ given to ~1e sale of cert.am troc~ of prcsentatives in Uongre86 among the aeveral 
land m_ ~e lemtory of Orleans, now Slate slates, according to tho fil'llt, second, third, 
of Louisiana, - - 77-i r, lh, ff h d • th 12 

Supplement to an act giving further time to our 1 t ' 811 lllX CC!lilUS, • • 8 
the purchasers of lands northwest of the Retoliaticm. 
river Ohio, to complete their payments, 782 An a~t vesting in the President of the United 

Right of pre-emption given in the purchase States the power of retaliation, March 3, 
of lands to certain eettlers in the Illinois 1813, • 829 
territory, - - 797 Rn•enut CuUer,. 

An act confirming certain safos of lands in the The President aulhoriie<l to employ an addi-
di <trict of Vincennes, Feb, 13, 1812, - 800 tional number of reYenue cutters, - 50& 
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Rt111'11tU of tht Unittd Statu. 
Duty of the Secretary of the TTeuury to lay~ 

fore Congreaa eatimatea of the revenue, 79 
Terms of credit on certain revenue bonda ex-

tended, • • 471 
The credit on revenue bonds in certain C88ell 

extendf'd, • 513 
Duties in certain cases refunded, • - 513 

Rt110lutionary &ldur1.-See Ptfl8U>M. 
Rh<xk I,land. 

District Court in Rhode Island, • 273 
Circuit Court in Rhode lslend, - 696 
Repreeentative11 in Con~• according to the 

third census, - - 669 
Roadl..--Bee Cvmbtrland Road-Public Roach. 

Saint Domingo. 
Commercial intercourse with St. Domingo BU&

pended. Act of February 28, 1806, (ex
pired,) - • 351 

Commereial intercoune with St. Domingo BU&
pended for a further time, February 24, 
1807, (expired,) - 421 

Salaru,.-See Compen,ation. 

Sall Spring,. 
An act concerning salt springs on the Wabash 

river, March 3, 1803, (obsolete,) - 235 
Salvagt. 

An act providing for aalvage in cases of re-
capture, M11rch 3, 1800, - • I 6 

Notes of C1U1CS decided on aalvago on recap-
ture, • 16 

Rate of salvage, - • 17 
Compensation for recaptured property claimed 

by the United States, • • - 17 
Salvage on property claimed by alien friends, 

17 
Diatribution of aalvage, • 18 

&a Letter,. 
An act to prevent tho issuing of sea letteTS, 

except in certain <'uea, March 26, 1810, 568 
To what vessels sea leUCTS may be isaued af-

ter June IO, 1810, • - 568 
Stamna. 

An act to amend "An act for the relief of ai<'k 
and disabled IK'amen," and for other pur
poses, • 192 

An act 811pplementary to the " Act concerning 
con8111.s end vice-consuls, end for the further 
protection of American 8Camen," - 203 

Regulation of the act of June 20, 1790, rela
tive to mf'dicine chests, extended to vcs
ecla le88 than one hundred and filly tons 
burden, - - 330 

In all ca.sea where there is no consul or vire
consul, or commercial agent of the United 
States at a foreign port, a compensation in 
addition to the compensation allowed by 
l11w shnll be allowed to the master or owner 
of a vcasd whic-h may have transported an 
American seamen, - • • - 6/i 1 

An act for the rrgulation of seamen on hoard 
the puhlir, and private armed vessela of the 
United States, Marr,h 3, 1813, - - 809 

After the war with Gr<'at Britain the citizens 

Stamm. 
of the United States only to be employed on 
board the public and private armed -1a 
of the United States, - 809 

Seamen and 11Cafaring peTSOns not citizens of 
the United States only admitted as paaeen
gers in American vessels, • • 810 

Interference of the consuls of the United 
Stat.ea, - • 810 

Penalties for violating this act, - 810 
&izuru madt under tht autlwrily of t/1,1 Unittd 

Statu. 
Costs to be paid by claimant of property where 

there was a reasonable caWIC of seizure, 422 
Collector of New York to be allowed for sums 

recovered from him, • - 423 
Notes of cases upon seizure. Probable cauae 

of seizure, • 422 
See Embargo La~Tradi11guill, theEnnny 

-Coll,ction of Dmics. 
Ship, a,ul Vu,e/s of tht Fnitcd StaltJ. 

V CMels which may have been laden in any of 
the ports of India, whose master or 1Uper• 
cargo have been compdled to give bond, &c .. 
to be admitted to entry, July 6, 1812, 776 

Slavu and Slat·try. 
Importation of slaves into the United Stalell 

after the first of January, 1808, prohibited, 
426 

Penal ties 11nd forfeitures for being engaged in 
importing slaves from Afric:-a, - 427 

Penalty for buying slaves in the neighbouring 
territory, - - 427 

Negroes on board of Ve&lll'ls captured, how dia-
poeed of, - - 4 28 

Regulations es to vei;sels carrying slaves COii.lt-
wise, - 428 

Notes of the jurisdiction of the District Court 
under the slave trade acts, - - 428 

Proceedings for a violation of the law, - 428 
Noles of the decisiona of the Supreme Court 

on slavery in the District of Columbia, 757 
Slaflt Tra~. 

An act in addition to the act entitled "An act 
to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade 
from the United States to any foreign place," 
May 10, 1800, - 70 

Penalty on citizens ha,;ng an interest in ve. 
sele employed in the alave trade, • 70 

On citizens 8Crving in Sllcb Tf!88Cls, - 70 
Commi,;eioned vc"8ela authorized to aeize ve. 

eels contravening this act, • • 71 
District and Circuit Courts to have jurisdio-

tion, • 71 
Distribution of pcnaltil'll, • 71 
An act to prevent the importation of certain 

peTSOne into certain states, where, by the laws 
thereof their admiesion is prohibited, - 205 

N otea of the acte of Congrese on the subject 
of the importation of slaves, • 206 

Snuff. 
Repeal of dutie8 on mills and implemena em

ployed in the manufacture of 1111ufl; - 54 
South Carolina. 

Representativee in Congrea according to the 
third census, • • 669 
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&amp,. 
An act to establiah a general stamp-offi<:e, 

April 23, 1800, (repealed,) - 40 
Regulations, - 40 to 42 
A drawback retained in lieu of etamp duties 

on debentures, - - 82 
Amendment of the act to establish a general 

stamp-office, - - 109 
Mode of obtaining a stamp on an instrument 

not stamped, - - 109 
Amendment of act relating to atamp duties on 

debentures, - 153 
s.,n,;,on of the Rtt/mw. 

Transfer of the dutiee of 11UperYiaor of the 
revenue to any other person authomed, 
(obsolete,) - 243 

:fluprtmt Court of the llnittd State,. 
To r.onsist of seven judges, February 24, 

1807, - 421 
Resolution granting the use of the library of, 

Congrea, to the judges of the Supreme 
Court, - - 786 

See Court,. 
S.,,,,ty of the Coast of the United State,. 

Coast of North Carolina, between Cnpe Hat
teras and Cape Fear, to be aurveyed, 375 

An act to provide for 1urveying the coast■ of 
the United Stale9, February 10, 1807, 413 

Notes of actl relating to the cout eurvey, 414 
Sun,tyor, of the Revenue. 

Powers of the surveyors of the revenue, under 
the acts laying direct taxes, enlarged, - 80 

Allowances to surveyors of the revenue, 81 
Exonerations from direct taxee, 81 

8gmr,u1, John Cleve,. 
Lande held under John Clevee Symmes, act 

of March 3, 1801, - - - - 112 
Act of May 1, 1802, - • 179 

Tazu.-8ee .l>irtct Tazt1. 
Tfflfttl1tt. 

An act authorizing the State of Te~ to 
i.uue grants and perfect title■ to certain 
lands, and to settle claima to the vacant and 
unappropriated Janda within the ame, April 
18, 1806, - • • • • 381 

Note of the decisions of the courts of the United 
States on land titles in Tenn- - 381 

Circuit Courts in Tenneaaee, 420, 477, 616, 
693 

Diltrict Courts in Tenn-, • 273 
Repreaentati ves in Congree,, according to the 

third ceneu., • • - - • 669 
Ttrritoru, of the United State,. 

The Territory of the United States northweet 
of the Ohio diTided into two governments, to 
be called the territory northwelt of the Ohio, 
and the Indiana territory, - • 68 

Organization of the new territory, • - 69 
An act 8Upplementary to an act to extend 

jurisdiction to certain territorial courts, 407 
District and territorial judges of the United 

States to reside within their di.etrictl and not 
to be engaged in the practice of the law, 788 

An act to authorize the appointment of addi-

Ttrritorit1 of the United Statt1. 
tional offi<:ere in the respective territoriell of 
the United Stale9, February 27, 11H3, 806 

Torpedo, or Submarine E:rplorion. 
Appropriation to defray the expenses of expe

riments with the torpedo as an engine of 
war, • li69 

Trading H01Ut1 tcith the Indianr.-Sec Indian 
Tribe,. 

Trading tcith the Enemy. 
An act to prohibit American vessell from 

proceeding to or trading with the enemies o( 
the United States, July 6, 1812, • 778 

Noles of decisions of the courts of the United 
States on "trading with the enemy," - 778 

Treason. 
Proceedings agRinat persons committing treason 

or felony within the jurudiction of the United 
States, nnd taking refuge on bonrd of foreign 
ahips or velll'Cls in the ports or harbours of 
the United Sta tea, • • - • 339 

Treamry Dtpartmtnt. 
Duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to lay 

before Congress estimates of the revenue, 79 
Treasury Nott1. 

An act to authorir,e the iauing of treuu.ry 
notes, June 30, 1812, • • • 766 

Notes of the acts which have boon passed re
lating to the issuing and reimbursement of 
treasury notes, - • 766 

An act authorizing the iauing of treasury 
notes for the service of the year 1813, Febru
ary 26, 1813, - • 801 

Trea,ury, War, and Navy Dtparltrlfflt1. 
An act further to amend the several actl for 

the establishment of the treasury, war, and 
navy departments, March 2, 1809, • 636 

Regulations for the tranaaction of the busineaa 
of the departments, • • 636 

Trtalit1. 
An act for carrying into more complete eft"ect 

the tenth article of the treaty of friend.ship, 
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V accinalum. 
An act to encomage vaccination, February ll7, 
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