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Binding. 

Proviso. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cn. 56. 1850. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the report afo1 esaid, except 
such as are to be bound with other public documents, shall be sub
stantially bound: Provided, That the expense thereof shall not exceed 
twelve and a half cents for each copy. 

APPROVED, September 16, 1850. 

Sept. 16, 1850. CHAP. LVI.-An .flct making Appropriations for the Service of the Post-Office 
Department, during the fiscal Year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Appropriation. United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 

sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated for the service of the Post
Office Department for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thou
sand eight hundred and fifty-one, out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Pay of officers, For compensation of three assistant postmasters-general, clerks, 
clerks, &c. messengers, assistant messengers, and watchmen of said Department, 

Proviso. ninety-six thousand three hundred and sixty-five dollars: Provided, 
That this appropriation shall be in lieu of any other appropriation 
heretofore made for the objects contemplated by this provision. 

Superintendent For compensation of the superintendent of the Post-Office building, 
of. _Post-Office two hundred and fifty dollars 
bmldmg. • . 

Contingent ex- For contingent expenses of said Department, viz. : for blank books, 
penses. binding, stationery, fuel and oil, printing, labor, day watching, and for 

arrears of contingencies in the fiscal year ending thirtieth June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, nine thousand two hundred and 
ninety-two dollars. 

Miscellaneous. For miscellaneous items, eight hundred dollars. 
RepairsofPost- For repairs of the General Post-Office building, office furniture, 

Office buil ding. painting, glazing, papering, and brick wotk, including sums now due 
for like objects of expenditure, five thousand and eighty-three dollars. 

Carpeting. For fitting with three-ply carpets sixty rooms in the General Post• 
Office building, three thou~and five hundred dollars. 

Painting. For painting the interior of the General P-ost-Office building, in-
cluding the passages and stairways, five thousand dollars. 

Auditor, clerks, For compensation of the auditor of the Post-Office Department, and 
&c. the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, eighty-five 

thousand eight hundred dollars. 
Fifteen addi- For compensation of fifteen additional clerks, four at one thousand 

tional clerks. four hund_red dollars each, four at one thousand two hundred dollars 
each, and seven at one thousand dollars each, per annum, seventeen thou
sand four hundred dollars. 

Contingent_ex- For contingent expenses of said office, viz.: for blank books, bind-
penses. ing, stationery, .labor, printing blanks and circulars, five thousand seven 

hundred dollars. 
Miscellaneous. For miscellaneous items, one thousand dollars : and the Postw?.ster

General is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to dispose of, to the 
best advantage, any quarterly returns of mails sent or received wh~ch 
were made up previous to eighteen hunpred and forty-five, preservmg 
the accounts current, and all vouchers accompanying such accoUJJts, 
and to use such portion of the-proceeds thereof as may be necessary to 
defray the cost of separating and disposing of the same. 

Addi_tional For additional compensation to two night watchmen in the General 
etompentsahtton to Post-Office building from first July eighteen hundred and forty-nine, 
wo wa c men. J h. • h • h h ' 1 h ' to une t 1rbet , e1g teen undred and-fi.fty-one, so as to p ace t em 

on the same footing as the watchmen in the other executive buildi~g~, 
amf to correct an error in the act making appropriations for the cml 
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.nd diplomatic expenses of government for the year commencing first 
July, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, whereby one hundred and thirty 1849, ch. 100. 
dollars was appropriated for the "messenger " instead of the two 
watchmen in the Post-Office Department, ( acts second session, thir-
tieth Congress, page 62,) two hundred and sixty dollars~ and the said 
clause making an appropriation of additional compensation of one hun-
dred and thirty dollars for messenger of Post-Office Department is 
hereby repealed. 

For transportation of the mails, including the service in California Tra!lsportation 
and Oregon, two million nine hundred and fifty thousand dollars. ofma,ls. 

For transportation of the mails in two steamships from New York, by From N. Yorli 
Southampton, to Bremen, at one hundred thousand dollars for each to Bremen. 
ship, under the contract with the Ocean Steam Navigation Company 
of New York; and for transportation by two ships, under the same 
contract, from New York to Havre, at seventy-five thousand dollars From N. Yori 
each, in addition to unexpended balance of former appropriations, to Havre. 
sixty-six thousand six hundred ~nd sixty-seven dollars : Provided, That Proviso. 
the steamships to Havre shall be constructed according to the require-
ments of the act of third of March, one thousand eight hundred and 1845, ch. 69. 
forty-five, providing for the transportation of the mail between the 
United States and foreign countries, and shall perform with the speed 
required in the contract of second February, one thousand eight _hun• 
dred and forty-seven ; and that the two steamships to Bremen shall, from 
and after the first June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, com-
ply, in all respects, with the requirements of said act of one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-five, and shall perform mail service with the 
speed required by the contract aforesaid. 

For transportation of the mails between Charleston and Havana, by From Charles
way of Key West, calling at Savannah, under the contract with M. C. ton to Havana. 
Mordecai, fifty thousand dollars. 

For transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of Panama, thir- Across Isthmus 
tv-five thousand dollars. of Panama. 
• For compensation to postmasters, one million four huudred and fifty Compensation 

thousand dollars. to postmasters. 
For ship, steamboat, and way letters, forty-five thousand doliars. Ship, steam-
For wrapping paper, twenty-four thousand dollars. f:i~!'rs.and way 
For office furniture, (in the post-offices,) eight thousand dollars. Wrapping pa-
For advertising, sixty-five thousand dollars. POffice furniture. 
For mail bags, twenty-five thousand dollars. Advertising. 
For blanks, twenty-eight thousand dollars. Mail bags. 
For mail locks, keys, and stamps, ten thousand dollars. f:k~•· keys 
For ~ail depredations, and special agents, thirty thousand dollars. and sta~ps. ' 
For clerks for offices, (in the post-offices,) three hundred and forty dDepredations 

h 
an agents. 

t ousand dollars. Clerks. 
For miscellaneous, seventy thousand dollars. Miscellaneous 
For publishing new editions of the post-office laws and regulations, Publishing 

and of the table of post-offices, eight thousand five hundred dollars. laws. 
SEC. 2. And be it farther enacted, That the Postmaster-General be, Postmaster-

and he is hereby, authorized to pay out of any money in the treasury ~;i~!~~~ to ~:! 
at the credit of the Post-Office Department, all such balances as have, General P. Office 
or may hereafter, become due to the General Post-Office of London, of London. 
upon the adjustment of the quarterly accounts arising out of the Postal 
Convention, concluded December fifteenth, eighteen hundred and 
forty-eight, between the United States and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. _ 

APPROVED, September 16, 1850. 
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