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resources of the country; it being provided that the number of said 
inquiries, exclusire of the enumeration, shall not exceed one hundred, 
and that the expense incurred in preparing and printing said forms 
and schedules shall not exceed ten thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said hoard shall have 
power to appoint a secretary, whose remuneration shall be determined 
by Congress, upon the completion of the duties assigned to the board. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1849. 

CHAP. CXVIII.- .1n /Jct concerning the Stlection of Jurors in certain Courts 
of t!te United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatii-es of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act of 
Congress approved l\tarch nineteenth, eighteen hundred and forty-two, 
(chap. vii.,) be suspended in its operation until further legislation in 
the premises; and that, in the mean time, jurors may be selected for 
the courts of the United States in Pennsylvania, ( under the direction 
of the proper district judge,) agreeably to the practice and usage which 
prevailed before the enactment of the act approved July twentieth, 
eighteen hundred and forty, ( chap. xlvii.) 

APPROVED, ~larch 3, 1849. 

CHAP. CXX.-.'1n .tlr.t to authorize the Judge of the Cf_urts of the United States 
of the fifth Circuit to lwld the Circuit Court for tl,e District of Kentucky. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie 
United State.~ of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter it 
shall be lawful for the judge of the fifth circuit of the courts of the 
United States to hold the Circuit Court for the district of Kentucky in 
the absence of the judge of the eighth circuit. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1849. 

CHAP. CXXI.-.dn Act to establish the Territorial Go1Jernment of Minnesota. 

Be it enacted by the &nate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the passage of this act, all that part of the territory of the United 
States which lies within the following limits, to wit: Beginning in the 
Mississippi River, at the point where the line of forty-three degrees and 
thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the same, thence running due 
west on said line, which is the northern boundary of the State of 
Iowa, to the north-west corner of the said State of Iowa, thence south­
erly along the western boundary of said State to the point where said 
boundary strikes the Missouri River, thence up the middle of the main 
channel of the Missouri River to the mouth of the ·white-earth River, 
thence up the middle of the main channel of the White-earth Ril·er to 
the boundary line between the possessions of the United States and 
Great Britain; thence east and south of east along the boundary line 
between the possessions of the United States and Great Britain to Lake 
Superior; thence in a straight line to the northernmost point of the 
State ?f Wisconsin in Lake Superior; thence along the western boun­
dary hne of said State of Wisconsin to the Mississippi River; thence 
down the main channel of said river to the place of beginning, be, and 
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the same is hereby, erected into a temporary government by the name 
of the Territory of Minnesota : Provider!, That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed to inhibit the government of the United 
States from dividing said Territory into two or more Territories, in such 
manner and at such times as Congress shall deem convenient and 
proper, or from attaching any portion of said Territory to any ether 
State or Territory of the United States. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executi,·e power and 
authority in and over said Territory of Minnesota shall be vested in a 
governor, who shall hold his office for four years, and until his succes­
sor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the 
President of the United States. The governor shall reside within said 
Territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the militia therenf, shall per­
form the duties and receive the emoluments of superintendent of Indian 
affairs; he may grant pardons for offences against the laws of said 
Territory, and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United 
States until the decision of the President can be made known thereon; 
he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under 
the laws of the said Territory, and shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary 
of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for four 
years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States; 
he shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legis­
latire assembly hereinafter constituted; and all the acts and proceed­
ings of the governor in his executive. department; he shall transmit 
one copy of the laws and one copy of the executive proceedings, on or 
before the first day of December in each year, to the President of the 
United States, and, at the same time, two copies of tbe laws to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of the 
Senate, for the use of Congress. And in case of the death, removal, 
resignation, or necessary absence of the governor from the Territory, 
the secretary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to 
execute and perform all the powers and duties of the governor dur­
ing such vacancy or necessary absence, or until another governor shall 
be duly appointed to fill such vacancy. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislatire power and 
authority of said Territory shall be vested in the governor and a legis­
lative assembly. The legislative assembly shall consist of a council 
and house of representatives. The council shall consist of nine mem­
bers, having the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, 
whose_ term of service shall continue two years. The house of repre­
sent_abves shall, at its first session, consist of eighteen members, pos­
sessing the same qualifications as prescribed for members of the coun­
cil, and whose term of service shall continue one year. The number 
of councillors and representatives may be increased by the legislative 
assembly, from time to time, in proportion to the increase of popula­
tion : Provided, That the whole number shall never exceed fifteen 
councillors and thirty-nine representatives. An apportionment shall 
be "?ad~, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties 
or d1stncts, f?r the election of the council and representatives, giving 
to each section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its 
population, Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members 
of t_he council and of the house of representatives shall reside in, and 
~e mhabitan~s of, the district for which they may be elected respec­
tively. Previous to the first election, the governor shall cause a census 
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the several counties and districts 
of the Territory to be taken, and the first election shall be held at such 
time and places, and be conducted in such manne;·, as the governor 
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shall appoint and direct ; . and he shall, at the same time, declare the 
number of membns of the council and house of represental!ves to 
which each of the counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. 
The number of persons authorized to be elected having the highest 
number of votes in each of said council districts for members of the 
council shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected to the 
council ; and the person or persons authorized to be elected having the 
greatest number of votes for the hous~ o~ representatives,_ equal to the 
number to which each county or d1stnct shall be entitled, shall be 
declared by the governor to be duly elected members of the house of 
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SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male in- Qualifications 
habitant above the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a of voters. 
resident of said Territory at the time of the passage of this act, shall 
be entitled to rnte at the first election, and shall be eligible to any 
office within the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters and of 
holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be pre-
scribed by the legislative assembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage Proviso. 
and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens.of the United 
States, and those who shall have declared, on oath, their intention to 
become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States and the provisions of this act. 

SEc. 6. And be itfurtlier enacted, That the legislative power of the Extentoflegis­
Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent lative power. 
with the Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this 
act; but no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal 
of the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United 
States; nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed 
higher than tl,le lands or other property of residents. All the laws Laws to be sub­
passed by the legislative assembly and governor shall be submitted to mittcd to Con­
the Congress of the United States, and, if disapproved, shall be null and gress. 
of no effect. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district, and 
county officers, not herein otherwise provided for, shall be appointed 
or elected, as the case may be, in such manner as shall be provided by 
the governor and legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota. 
The governor shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent 
of the legislative council, appoint, all officers not herein otherwise pro-
vided for; and in the first instance the governar alone may appoint all 
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said officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the next No member or 
• f h I • J • bl the legislative session o t e eg1s ative assem y. assembly to hold 

. SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the legisla- offi~e created 
t1ve assembly shall hold or be appointed to any office which shall have while he was a 
b . member, or for 
. een created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall have been, one year there-
mcreased, while he was a member, during the term for which he was after. Officersof 
] d d r r, h • • f h d the government e ecte , an 1or one year a1ter t e expirat10n o sue term ; an no of jhe United 

person holding a commission or appointment under the United States, States, except 
except postmasters shall be a member of the legislative assembly or P0stmasters, not 
hall h d ' . . ' to be members 

s ol any office under the government of said Terntory. of the assembly, 
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SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, That the judicial power of said 
Territory shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District Courts, Probate 
Courts, and in justices of the peace. The Supreme Court shall consist 
of a chief justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall 
constitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of govern­
ment of said Territory annually, and they shall hold their offices during 
the period of four years. The said Territory shall be divided into 
three judicial districts, and a District Court shall be held in each of 
said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme Court, at such times 
and places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, 
after their appointments, respectively, reside in the districts which shall 
be assigned them. The jurisdiction of the se~·eral courts herein pro­
vided for, both appellate and original, and that of the Probate Courts 
and of justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided, 
That the justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any mat­
ter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be in 
dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred 
dollars; and the said Supreme and District Courts, respectively, shall 
possess chancery as well as common law jurisdiction. Each District 
Court, or the judge thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the 
register in chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the 
court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception and appeals, 
shall be allowed in all .cases from the final decisions of said District 
Courts to the Supreme Court, under such regulations as may be pre­
scribed by law, but in no case removed to the Supreme Court shall tri:il 
by jury be allowed in said court. The Supreme Court, or the justices 
thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office 
at the pleasure of the court for which he shall have been appointed. 
Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions of said Supreme 
Court shall be allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in the same manner and under the same regulations as 
from the Circuit Courts of the United States, where. the value of the 
property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or 
affirmation of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed 
one thousand dollars ; and each of the said District Courts shall have 
and exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, as is vested in the Circuit and 
District Courts of the United States; ~nd the first six days of every 
term of said courts, or so much thereof as shall be nec.ssary, shall be 
appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said Constitution 
and laws ; and writs of error and appeal in all such cases shall be made 
to the Supreme Court of said Territory, the same as in other cases. The 
said clerk shall receive, in all such cases, the same fees which the 
clerks of the District Courts of the late Wisconsin Territory received 
for similar services. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed 
an attorney for said Territory, who shall continue in office for four 
years, unless sooner removed by the President, and who shall receive 
the same fees and sala:ry as the attorney of the United States for the 
late Territory of Wisconsin received. There shall also be a marshal 
for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for four years, 
unless sooner wmoved by the President, and who shall execute all 
processes issuing from the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction 
as Circuit and District Courts of the United States; he shall perform 
the duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be 
entitled to the same fees, as the marshal of the District Court of the 
United States for the late Territory of Wisconsin; and shall, in addi­
tion, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra 
services. 
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Sec. 1 l. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the governor, secretary, chief Govern~r,. sec• 
. . • . d I I hall b . retary, chiel and ju~tice, and assoc1~te Justices_. attorney, an mars 1a , s e nom_mat- associate jus-

ed, and, by and with the ~dnce and consent of the Senate, appointed tices, ~ttorney, 
by the President of the United States. The governor and secretary, to tandbmarsh~l,thodw 

· JI r . k o e apporn e • be appointed as afo~esa1d, sha , be1o_re ~hey_ act as such, res~ect~vely ta e E~ch to take 
an oath or affirmat10n, before the district Judge, or some JUstice of the official oaths, &o 
peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to administer 
oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, or before the 
chief justice or some associate justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, to support the Constitution of the United States, and 
faithfully to discharge the duties of their respective offices; which said 
oaths, ,;hen so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the 
same shall have been taken, and such certificates shall be received and 
recorded by the said secretary among the executive proceedings; and 
the chief justice and associate justices, and all other civil officers in 
said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like oath or affirma-
tion, before the said governor or secretary, or some judge or justice 
of the peace of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and 
qualified, which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and trans-
mitted, by the person taking the same, to the secretary, to be by him 
recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall 
be taken, certified, and recorded in such manner and form as may be 
prescribed by law. The governor shall receive an annual salary of Salary of gov­
fifteen hundred dollars as governor, and one thousand dollars as super- ernor. 
intendent of Indian affairs. The chief justice and associate justices Salariesofc~ief 
shall each receive an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. The ~n1. associate 
secretary shall receive an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. JU~~f::Y of sec­
The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the treasury of the retary. 
United States. The members of the legislative assembly shall be en- fCompensation 
• 1 d • h d JI h d d • h • d o members of tit e to receive t ree o ars eac per ay urmg t e1r atten ance at legislative as-

the sessions thereof, and three dollars each for every twenty miles sembly. 
travel in going to and returning from the said sessions, estimated 
according to the nearest usually travelled route. There shall be 
appropriated, annually, the sum of one thousand dollars, to be expended 
by the governor to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory; and 
there shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum, to be ex­
pended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an estimate to be 
made by the Secretai:y of the Treasury of the United States, to defray 
the expenses of the legislative assembly, the printing of the laws, and 
other incidental expenses; and the Secretary of the Territory shall 
annually account to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
for the manner in which the aforesaid sum shall have been expended. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said 
Territory shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities 
heretofore granted and secured to the Territory of \Visconsin and to 
its inhabitants; and the laws in force in the Territory of Wisconsin at 
the date of the admission of the State of Wisconsin shall continue to 
be valid and operatirn therein, so far as the same be not incompatible 
with_ the provisions of this act, subject, nevertheless, to be altered, 
m?d1fied, or repealed, by the governor and legislative assembly of the 
said Territory of Minnesota; and the laws of the United States are 
hereby extended over and declared to be in force in said Territory, so 
far as the same, or any provision thereof, may be applicable. 

Sec. la. And be it further enacted, That the legislative assembly of 
the Territory of Minnesota shall hold its first session at Saint Paul; 
and at said first session the governor and legislative assembly shall 
locate and establish a temporary seat of government for said Territory 
at such place as they may deem eligible; and shall, at such time 
as they shall see proper, prescribe by law the manner of locating the 
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permanent seat of government of said Territory by a vote of the people. 
And the sum of twenty thousand dollars, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and granted 
to said Territory of Minnesota, to be applied, by the governor and 
legislative assembly, to the erection of suitable public buildings at the 
seat of government. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the House 
of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the term of two. 
years, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the 
legislative assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privi­
leges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from the several 
other Territories of the United States to the said House of Representa­
tives. The first election shall be held at such times and places, and 
be conducted in such manner, as the governor shall appoint and direct; 
and at all subsequent elections, the times, places, and manner of hold­
ing the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the 
greatest number of votes shall be declared by the governor to be duly 
elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and pro­
ceedings, civil and criminal, at law and in chancery, and all indict­
ments and informations, which shall be pending and undetermined in 
the courts of the Territory of Wisconsin, within the limits of said 
Territory of Minnesota, when this act·shall take effect, shall be trans­
ferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in the District 
Courts hereby established, which may include the counties or districts 
where any such proceedings may be pending. All bonds, recogni­
zances, and obligations, of every kind whatsoever, valid under the ex­
isting laws within the limits of said Territory, shall be valid under this 
act; and all crimes and misdemeanors against the laws in force within 
said limits may be prosecuted, tried, and punished in the courts estab­
lished by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures, actions, and causes of 
action, may be recovered under this act, the same as they would have 
been under the laws in force within the limits composing said Territory 
at the time this act shall go into operation. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace, 
constables, sheriffs, and all other judicial and ministerial officers, who 
shall be in office within the limits of said Territory, when this act 
shall take effect, shall be, and they are hereby, authorized and required 
to continue to exercise and perform the duties of their respective of­
fices as officers of the 'l'erritory of Minnesota, temporarily, and until 
they, or others, shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill their places 
in the manner herein directed, or until their offices shall be abolished. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of five thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by and under 
the direction of the said governor of the Territory of Minnesota, in the 
pqrchase of a library, to be kept at the seat of government, for the use 
of the governor, legislative assembly, judges of the Supreme Court, 
secretary, marshal, and attorney of said Territory, and such other 
persons and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in the said 
Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of the government of 
t~e United States, preparatory to bringing the same into market, sec­
tions numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said Terri­
tory shall be, and the same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of 
being applied to schools in said Territory, an~ in the States and Ter­
ritories hereafter to be erected out of the same. 

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily, and until 
otherwise provided by law, the governor of ~aid Territory may define 
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the judicial districts of said Territory, and assign the judges who may !11af. defi~o . the 
be appointed for said Territory to the several districts, and also appoint Judidcial ~ str1cttsh, 

I " h Id. • h al • b- an assign e the times and p aces 1or o mg courts m t e sever counties or su judges to them, 
divisions in each of said judicial districts, by proclamation to be issued &c. ' 
by him; but the l~gislative assembl!, at thei~ fi~s~ or _an,r subsequent 
session, may orgamze, alter, or modify such JUd1c1al d1stncts, and as-
sign the judges, and ajter the times and places of holding the courts, 
as to them shall seem proper and convenient. 

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill which shall or 
may pass the council and house of representatives shall, before it 
becomes a law, be presented to th~ governor of the Territory; if he 
approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with his objec­
tions, to the house in which it originated; which shall cause the 
objections to be entered at large upon their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two thirds of that house 
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, 
to the other house, by which it shall also be reconsidered, and if ap-
proved by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law ; but in all 
such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and 
nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall 
be entered on the journal of each house, respectively. If any bill shall 
not be returned by the governor within three days (Sundays excepted) 
after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in 
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislative assembly, by 
adjournment, prevent it; in which case it shall not become a law. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1849. 

CHAP. CXXII. -An Act to establish the Collection District of Brazos de San­
tiago, and for other Purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H()Use of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all that part 
of the collection district of Saluria, south and west of the north side 
of Padre Island, in the Gulf of Mexico, be, and the same is hereby, 
made a collection district, which shall be known as the district of 
Brazos Santiago, and that Point Isabel be, and the same is hereby, 
made the port of entry of the said district. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That a collector for the said 
district of Brazos Santiago shall be appointed by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall reside at Point Isabel, 
and hold his office for the terms and the time prescribed by law for the 
like office in other districts, and who shall be entitled to a salary not 
exceeding seventeen hundred and fifty dollars per annum, including in 
that sum the fees allowed by law ; and the amount he shall collect in 
any one year for fees, exceeding the said sum of seventeen hundred 
and fifty dollars, shall be accounted for and paid into the treasury of 
the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That any merchandise which 
shall have been duly entered at the said port of entry, and the duties 
thereon paid or secured according to law, may be transported by land 
to Fort Brown, on the Rio Grande, or any other place near the said 
Fort Brown which may be designated by the Secretary of the Treas­
ury, ·and be thence exported with the privilege of drawback to any 
fo!ei~n country : Provided, That such exportation shall be made 
":'~hm one year from the date of importation, and under the con­
ditions and provisions of the act entitled " An Act allowing drawback 
upon foreign merchandise exported in the original packages to Chi-

v OL. IX. PUB. - 52 

How laws shall 
be enacted by le­
gisla tive assem­
bly and approved 
by the governor. 

March 3, 1849 

Collection dis­
trict of Brazos de 
Santiago estab­
lished, and Point 
Isabel made a. 
port of entry. 

Collector to be 
appointed: his 
compensation. 

Merchandise 
entered at Point 
Isabel,and trans­
ported by land 
to. Fort Brown, 
to be entitled to 
pri,ilege of draw­
back, &c. 

Proviso. 

1846, ch. 70. 




