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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the Fifth Auditor shall ff the Fifth Au­
report, in any of the cases herein provided for, that preliminary surveys dthitor shal

1
1 report 

d • h • f d 1· h h 1· at pre tmmary are necessary to etermrne t e site o a propose 1g t ouse or 1ght- surveys are ne-
boat, or to ascertain more fully what the public exigency demands, the cessary, the Sec­

Secretary of the Navy shall thereupon appoint one or more officers of ~;~haff ~P~ ~a~ 
the navy, possessing the requisite skill and experience, to perform the an officer to ;:~. 
required service. form the service 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That any officer so appointed re'tu,rt~d. f ffi. 
h • h I d" h f ,es o o shall fort wit enter upon t 1e 1sc arge o the duty, and, after fully cerssoappointe-d. 

ascertaining the facts, shall report, first, whether the proposed facility 
to navigation is the most suitable for the exigency which exists; and, 
second, where it should be placed if the interests of commerce demand 
it; third, if the thing proposed be not the most suitable, whether it is 
expedient to make any other kind of improvement; fourth, whether 
:he proposed light has any connection with other lights, and if so, 
whether it cannot be so located as to subserve both the general and 
local wants of trade and navigation; and, fifth, whether there be any, 
and, if any, what other facts of importance touching the subject. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all such reports shall, as 
speedily as may be, be laid before the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
if such as to authorize the work without further legislation, he shall 
forthwith proceed with it; otherwise, such report shall be laid before 
Congress at the next ensuing session ; but in all cases where the Fifth 
Auditor does not report such preliminary examination as expedient, 
the provisions of this act shall without delay be carried into execution. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtker enacted, That the sum of six thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money in 
the treasury not othenvise appropriated, to purchase lenses, and to fit 
up, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, a lighthouse 
to make trial of -'fr. Isherwood's plan of discriminating one light.from 
another, and of determining the distance of a vessel from a light, if the 
said Secretary shall be of opinion that the discovery merits such a trial 
of its value. 

APPRon:D, August 14, 1848. 

CHu. CLXXVII. -/ln ;J,;t to establish the Territorial Go-oernment of Oregon. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States ef America in &mgress asseml>led, That from and after 
the passage of this act, all that part of the Territory of the United 
States which lies west of the summit of the Rocky .Mountains, north 
of the forty-second degree of north latitude, known as the Territory of 
Oregon, shall be organized into and constitute a temporary govern­
ment by the name of the Territory of Oregon: Provide~, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to impair the rights of person 
or property now pertaining to the Indians in said Territory, so long as 
such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty between the United 
States and such Indians, or to affect the authority of the government 
of the United States to make any re"ulation respecting such Indians, 
their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or othe~wis~, 
which it would have been competent to the government to make 1f this 
act had never passed: And provided, also, That the ~itle to t_he_ land, 
not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, now occupied as m1ss10nary 
stations among the Indian tribes in said Territory, together with the 
improvements thereon, be confirmed and established in the several 
religious societies to which said missionary stations respectively belong: 
And provided further, That nothing in this act contarned s~a_ll. be 
construed to inhibit the government of the United States from d1V1dmg 
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said Territory into two or more Territories, in such manner and at 
such times as Congress shall deem convenient and ·proper, or from 
attaching any portion of said Territory to any other State or Territory 
of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enacted, That the executive power and 
authority in and over said Territory of Oregon shall be vested in a 
governor, who shall hold his office for four years, and until his suc­
cessor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the 
President of the United States. The governor shall reside within said 
Territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the militia thereof, shall per-
form the duties and receive the emoluments of superintendent of Indian 

18•50, ch. l 6, § 3• affairs ; he may grant pardons and respites for offences against the 
laws of said Territory, and reprieves for offences against the laws of 
the United States, until the decision of the President can be made 
known thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed 
to office under the laws of the said Territory, where, by law, such 
commissions snail be required, and shall take care that the laws be 

Secretary; his 
powers and du­
ties. 

faithfully executed. 
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary 

of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for five 
years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States; he 
shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legislative 
assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of 
the governor in bis executive department ; he shall transmit one copy 
of the laws and journals of the legislative assembly within thirty days 
after the end of each session, and one copy of the executive proceed­
ings and official correspondence, semi-annually, on the first days of 
January and July in each year, to the President of the United States, 
ani;l. two copies of the laws to the President of the Senate and to the 
Speciker of the House of Representatives, for the use of Congress 

111 case of<leath, And in case of the death removal resicrnation or absence of the gov-
res,t;nat1on, or re- fi . ' ' e ' . 
moYal of govern- ernor rom the Territory, the secretary shall be, and he 1s hereby, 
or, the secretary authorized and required to execute and perform all the powers and 
~~

11
,~;:1 as gov- duties of the governor during such vacancy or absence, or until another 

governor shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill such ncancy. • 
Legislative as- SEc. 4. And be it "Jurt!ter enacted, That the legislatire power and 

~}".!_b~o~~ir:J authority of said Territory shall be vested in a legislative assembly. 
house of repre- The legislative assembly shall consist of a council and house of repre­
sentativeds. How sentatives. The council shall consist of nine members, having the 
compose • 1 • fi • f . . b l f' • qua I cations o voters as heremafter prescn ed, w 1ose term o service 

Proviso. 

Election of 
members of legis­
lative council. 

shall continue three vears. Immediatelv after thev shall be assembled, 
in consequence of th'e first election, they shall be divided as equally as 
may be into three classes. Th~ scats of the members of council of the 
first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the first year; of the 
second class at the expiration of the second year; and of the third 
class at the expiration of the third year, so that one third may be 
chosen every year; and if vacancies happen by resignation or other­
wise, the same shall be filled at the next ensuing election. The house 
of representatives shall at its first session consist of eiahteen members, 
possessing the same qualifications as p;escribed for '"inembers of the 
council, and whose term of service shall continue one year. The 
number of representatives may be increased by the legislative assembly 
from time to time, in proportion to the increase of qualified voters: 
Provided, That the whole number shall never exceed thirty. An ap­
portionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicabl~, among the 
several counties or districts for the election of the council and repre­
sentatives, giving to each s~ction of the 'l'erritory representation in the 
ratio of its qualified voters, as nearly as may be. And the m~mbers 
of the council and of the house of representatires shall reside Ill and 
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be inhabitants of the district, or county, or counties, for which they 
maf'be elected respectively. Previous to the first election, the gov- Pre_vioustofirst 
ernor shall cause a census or enumeration of the inhabitants and qua!- electihoaln,

1 
gover• 

· f h al • d d' • f h T • b nor s , cause a d'ied voters o t e sever counties an 1stncts o t e erntory to e census to be 
taken by such persons, and in such mode as the governor shall desig- taken. 
nate and appoint; and the persons so appointed shall receive a reason-
able compensation therefor; and th~ first election shall be held at such Time, place, 
time and places, and be conducted m such manner, both as to the per- and . manner_ of 
sons who shall superintend such election, and the returns thereof, as holdingelections. 

the governor shall appoint and direct; and he shall, at the same time, 
declare the number of members of the council and house of represent-
atives to which each of the counties or districts shall be entitled under 
this act; and the governor shall, by his proclamation, give at least 
sixty days' previous notice of such apportionment, and of the time, 
places, and manner of holding such election. The persons having the 
highest number of legal votes in each of said council districts for mem-
bers of the council shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected 
to the council; and the persons having the highest number of legal 
votes for the house of representatives shall be declared by the governor 
to be 'duly elected members of said house: Provided, That, in case Provisofornew 
two or more persons voted for shall have an equal number of votes, elections. 
and in case a vacancy shall otherwise occur in either branch of the 
legislative assembly, the governor shall order a new election; and the 
persons thus elected to the legislative assembly shall meet at sue~ place, 
and on such day, within ninety days after such elections, as the gov-
ernor shall appoint; but, thereafter, the time, place, and manner of Times, &c., of 
holding and conducting all elections by the people, and the apportion- elections. 
ing the representation in the several counties or districts to the council 
and house of representatives, according to the number of qualified 
voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of the commence-
ment of the regular sessions of the legislative assembly : Provided, 
That no session in any one • year shall exceed the term of sixty days, Term of sea­
except the first session, which shall not be prolonged beyond one bun- sions limited. 
dred days. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every white male inhabitant Qualifications 
above the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of of voters. 
said Territory at the time of the passage of this act, and shall possess 
the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at the 
first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Terri- Proviso: right 
tory; but the qualifications of voters and of holdinlT office, at all subse-· of sulfrage and of 

I • hall b h hall b • bod b h I • l • holding office to quent e ect10ns, s e sue as s e prescn e y t e eg1s at1ve be exercised only 
assembly: Provid,:.d, That the right of suffrage and of holding office by citizens and 
shall be exercised only by citizens 0£: the United States above the age thhose tawkho shall 
f . ~ -~ o twenty-one years, and those above that age who shall have declared, Jiminary steps for 

on oath their intention to become such and shall have taken an oath naturalization. 
' h • • f h U • d' S d h • • • f No person be-to support t e const1tut1on o t e mte tates an t e prov1s1ons o longing to the 

this act: And provided further, That no officer, soldier, seaman, or army_ or _navy t? 
marine, or other person in the army or navy of the United States, or 1voterns 1aid~tehrn-

. . . . ory un ess 1 as 
attached to troops m the sernce of the U mted States, shall be allowed been his perm~-
to vote in said Territory, by reason of being on service therein, unless n_ent domicil for 

"d T • • d h b r: h • d f • J h' six months &c. sa1 erntory 1s an as een ,or t e peno o six mout 1s 1s perma- No pers~n be-
neut domicil: Provided further, That no person belonging to the army longing to army 

or navy of th~ United ~tat~s shall _ever be elected to or hold any civil ~le:•t:d 8
1:alla~ 

office or appomtment m said 'rerntory. civil office. 
SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of Extentoflegis­

the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation not in- lative power. 

consistent with the constitution and Jaws of the United States ; but no 
law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil ; 
no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor 
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sh all the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher than 
the lands or other property of residents. All the laws passed by the 
legislative assembly shall be submitted to the Congress of the United 
States, and if disapproved, shall be null and of no effect: Provided, 

. Pr':'viso :_ noth- That nothing in this act shall be construed to give power to incorpo-
mu m this act b k • • • • h b k. b sh~ll be construed rate a an , or any mst1tut1on wit an mg powers, or to orrow 
as giving. power money in the name of the Territory, or to pledge the faith of the peo­
tocharter a bank, pie of the same for any loan whatever, either directly or indirectly. 
orborrowmoney, N · • ·1 f k" • · · · 
or to grant the o charter grantmg any pnv1 ege o ma mg, 1ssumg, or puttmg mto 
p,ivilege of issu- circulation any notes or bills in the likeness of bank notes, or any 
ing and circnlat- b d • d fi b"II f h. br • • ing notes bills on s, scrip, ra ts, 1 s o exc ange or o 1gat1ons, or grantmg any 
&c., &c. ' ' other banking powers or privileges, shall be passed by the legislative 

All such Jaws 
inconsistent with 
tbis act to be null 
:.nd void. 

assembly; nor shall the establishment of any branch or agency of any 
such corporatjon, derived from other authority, be allowed in said 
Territory; nor shall said legislative assembly authorize the issue of 
any obligation, scrip, or evidence of debt by said Territory, in any 
mode or manner whatever, except certificates for services to said Terri­
tory: and all such Jaws, or any law or laws inconsistent with the pro­
visions of this act, shall be utterly null and void; and all taxes shall be 
equal and uniform, and rio distinction shall be made in the assessments 
between different kinds of property, but the assessments shall be ac-
cording to the value thereof To avoid improper influences which may 

. All_ acts of le- result from intermixing in one and the same act such things as have no 
e:1slat1ve assem- I • h h I h JI b b b" bly shall embrace proper re at10n to eac ot ~r, ever):' aw s a em race ut one o ject, 
but one object. and that shall be expressed Ill the title. . 

Certain _officers SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district, and 
to be appomte<l m ffi _ l • h • r . ·d d ,. ,h JI b • d such manner as county o cer::o, not 1ere1n ot erw1se p.m I e wr, s a e appomte or 
legislative assem, elected in such manner as shall be provided by the legislative assem­
b[y may pre- bly· of the Territory of Oregon. 
scribe. 

Restrictions on Si,;c. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That no member of the legisla-
memhers oflegis- tire assembly shall hold, or be appointed to, any office which shall have 
htive assembly been created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall have been 
as to appoint- h 
ments to office. increased, while he was a member, during the term for which e was 

Judicial power, 
'Viz.: 

elected, and for one year after the expiration of such term; but this 
restriction shall not be applicable to members of the first legislative 
assembly; and no person holding a commission or appointment under 
the United States shall be a member of the legislative assembly, or shall 
hold any office under the government of said Territory. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said 
Territory shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District Courts, Probate 

Supreme Court. Courts, and in justices of the peace. The Supreme Court shall consist 
of a chief justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall con­
stitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of government 
of said Territory annually, and they shall hold their offices during the 
period of four years, and until their successors shall be appointed and 
qualified. The said Territory shall be divided into three judicial dis-

District Courts. tricts, and a District Court shall be held in each of said districts by one 
of the justices of the Supreme Court, at such times and places as may 
be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after their appoint­
ments, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned 
them. The jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both 

Justices of the appellate and original, and that of the Probate Courts and of justices of 
Peace. the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided, That justices of the 

peace shall not have jurisdiction of any ease in which the title to land 
shall in any wise come in question, or where the debt or damages 
claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars ; and the said Supreme and 

. . District Courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common 
c!~~\ 0 ~~~t~i~~ law _jur~sdiction. Each District Court, or the judge thereof, shall 
its clerk. appomt its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shall 
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keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of 
error, bills of exception, and appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from 
the final decisions of said District Courts to the Supreme Court, under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by law; but in no case removed 
to the Supreme Court shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The 
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Supreme Court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and Supren!e Court 

e.very clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the Court for which ~1erk.ppornt its 

he shall have been appointed. Writs of error and appeals from the Writs of error, 
final decisions of said Supreme Court shall be allowed, and may be ~c., f~o~ decis­

taken to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the same manner ~~~rftob~~[fo".:: 
and under the same regulations as from the Circuit Courts of the United ed to !:iupreme 

S h h al f h h • Court of the l.ini­tates, w ere t e v ue o t e property or t e amount Ill controversy, ted States. 
to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other 
competent witness, shall exceed two thousand dollars, and in all cases 
where the constitution of the United States, or acts of Congress, or a 
treaty of the United States, is brought in question ; and each of the 
said District Courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction in all . Extent_ofjur_is­
cases arising under the constitution of the United States, and the laws ~cti~n °1 Di5lnct 
of said Territory, as is vested in the Circuit and District Courts of the our•· 
United States ; writs of error and appeal in all such cases shall be 
made to the Supreme Court of said Territory, the same as in other 
cases. Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions of said Su- How writs ot 
preme Court shall be allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court erro[ ~ :Jr•18 

of the United States, in the same manner as from the Circuit Courts of are 
O 

en. 

the United States, where the value of the property, or the amount in 
controversy, shall exceed two thousand dollars; and each of said Dis-
trict Courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction in all cases _Jurisdic!ion of 
arising under the constitution and laws of the United States, as is vest- D1stnct Courts. 

ed in the Circuit and District Courts of the United States, and also of 
all cases arising under the laws of the said Territory, and otherwise. 
The said clerk shall receive, in all such cases, the same fees which the Fees of clerks. 
clerks of the District Courts of the late Wisconsin Territory received 
for similar services. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed Attorney. 
an attorney for said Territory, who shall continue in office for four 
years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless 
sooner removed by the President, and who shall receive the same fees His fees and 
and salary as were provided by law for the attorney of the United salary. 
States for the late Territory of Wisconsin. There shall also be a mar- Marshal. 
shal for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his· office for four 
years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless 
sooner removed by the President, and who shall execute all processes His duties, &c. 
issuing from the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction as Cir-
cuit and District Courts of the United States; he shall perform the 
duties, be subject to the same regulation and penalties, and be entitled 
to the same fees, as were provided by law for the marshal of the Dis-
trict Court of the United States for the present [late] Territory of Wis-
consin; and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually Compensation. 
as a compensation for extra services. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary,, Governor, sec­
chief justice and associate justices, attorney, aud marshal, shall be retary, chief :i-nd 

• d d b d • h • f h S associate J""· nom1_nate , an , y an with t e adVIce and consent o t e enate, tices, attorney, 
appomted by the President of the United States. The governor and and ,~arshal to be 

secreta:y, to be appointed as aforesaid! shall, before th~y ~ct . as such, ifie~id!~t ~~ !~d 
respectively take an oath or affirmat10n, before the d1stnct Judge, or with the advice 
some justice of the peace in the limits of said Territory, duly author- ahnd 

5
consent of 

• d d . . d . b h I . ,. t e enate. 1ze to a mm1ster oaths an affirmations y t e aws now m ,orce Each to take 
therein, or before the chief justice or some associate justice of the Su- official oaths,&o 
preme Court of the Uuited States, to support the constitution of the 
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United States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their respective 
offices; which said oaths, when so taken, shall be certified by the 
person by whom the same shall have been taken, and such certificates 
shall be received and recorded by the said secretary among the execu­
tive proceedings ; and the chief justice and associate justices, and all 
other civil officers in said Territory, before they act as such, shall 
take a like oath or affirmation, before the said governor or secretary 
or some judge or justice of the peace of the Territory, who may b; 
duly commissioned and qualified; which said oath or affirmation shall 
be certified and transmitted by the person taking the same, to the sec­
retary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like 
oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such 

Salary of gov-.manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The governor shall 
ernor &c. receive an annual salary of fifteen hundred dollars as governor, and 

fifteen hundred dollars as superintendent of Indian affairs. The chief 
justice and associate justices shall each receive an annual salary of two 

Salary of sec- thousand dollars. The secretary shall receive an annual salary of fif. 
retary. teen hundred dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, 

from the dates of the respective appointments, at the treasury of the 
United States; but no such payment shall be made until said officers 
shall have entered upon the duties of their respective appointments. 
The members of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to receive 
three dollars each per day during their attendance at the session thereof, 
and three dollars each for every twenty miles' travel in going to and 

Compensation 
of members of 
legislative assem­
bly. 

returning from said sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually 
Officers of leg- travelled route. And a chief clerk, one assistant clerk, a sergeant-at­

islative assembly. arms, and door-keeper, may be chosen for each house; and the chief 

Proviso as to 
sessions of leg• 
islature. 

clerk shall receive five dollars per day, and the said other officers three 
dollars per day, during the session of the legislative assembly; but no 
other officers shall be paid by the United States: Pr01.1ided, That there 
shall be but one session of the legislature annually, unless, on an ex-
traordinary occasion, the governor shall think proper to call the legis­
lature together. There shall be appropriated annually the sum of 

Provision 
contingent 
penses. 

fifteen hundred dollars, to be expended by the governor to defray the 
for contingent expenses of the Territory, including the salary of a clerk 
ex- of the executive department; and there shall also be appropriated, 

annually, a sufficient sum to be expended by the Secretary of the 
Territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of the legislative 
assembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses; and 
the governor and secretary of the Territory shall, in the disbursement of 
all moneys intrusted to them, be governed solely by the instructions of 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and shall semi­
annually account to the said Secretary for the manner in which the 
aforesaid [sum] moneys shall have been expended ; and no expenditure, 
to be paid out of money appropriated by Congress, shall be made by 
said legislative assembly for objects not specially authorized by the 
acts of Congress making the appropriations, nor beyond the sums thus 
appropriated for such objects. 

!:,almon leaps SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That the rivers and streams of 
not to be ob- water in said Territory of Oreiron in which salmon are found, or to structed. ~ 

which they resort, shall not be obstructed by dams or otherwise, unless 
such dams or obstructions are so constn;cted as to allow salmon to 
pass freely up and down such rivers and streams. 

, Appro_Prialions SEc. 13. And be itfiurther enacted That the sum of ten thousand 
,or services and d JI b • . ' d" 
expenses of ex- ,,p ars e, and 1s hereby appropriated, to be expended under the 1~ec-
presses, hon of the President of the United States in payment for the semces 
en!n! {~:id:':s-and expenses of such persons as have been' engaged by the provisional 

government of Oregon in conveying communications to and from the 
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United States, and the purchase of presents for such of the Indian 
tribes as the peace and quietude of the country requires. 

SEc. 14. And be it farther enacted, That the inhabitants of said 
Territory shall be entitled to enjoy all and singular the rights, privi­
leges, and advantages granted and secured to the people of the terri­
tory of the United States north-west of the River Ohio, by the articles 
of compact contained in the ordinance for the government of said terri­
tory, on the thirteenth day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty­
seven ; and shall be subject to all the conditions, and restrictions, and 
prohibitions in said articles of compact imposed upon the people of 
said territory; and the existing laws now in force in the Territory 
of Oregon, under the authority of the provisional government estab-
lished by the people thereof, shall continue to be valid and operative 
therein, so far as the same be not incompatible with the constitution of 
the United States, and the principles and provisions of this act; sub-
ject, nevertheless, to be altered, modified, or repealed, by the leoislative 
assembly of the said Territory of Oregon; but all laws he~etofore 
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passed in said Territory making grants of land, or otherwise affecting All grants of 
or incumbering the title to lands, shall be, and are hereby declared to lanadds. her~clt~l'fore 

. . m e 1n sai er-
be, null and void; and the laws of the Umted States are hereby ex- ritory to be null 
tended over, and declared to be in force in, said Territory, so far as and void. 
the same, or any provision thereof, may <be applicable. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the legislative assembly Time ofholdi!'g 
of the Territory of Oregon shall hold its first session at such time ·and •1etss10ns of legibls-
l • 'd T • h h f h JI • d' a ,ve assem y p ace m sa1 erntory as t e governor t ereo s a appomt and 1rect; and location of 

and at said first session, or as soon thereafter as they shall deem expe- seat of govern 
dient, the legislative assembly shall proceed to locate and establish the ment. 
seat of government for said Territory at such place as they may deem 
eligible; which place, howe\·er, shall thereafter be subject to be changed 
by said legislative assembly. And the sum of five thousand dollars, out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby 
appropriated and granted to said Territory of Oregon, to be there ap­
plied, by the governor, to the erection of suitable buildings at the seat 
of government. 

$5000 appro­
pnated for build­
ings, &c. 

1850, ch.19. 

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the House Delegate to 

of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the term of two !!~~:ti,~ ~';P;h; 
years, who shall be a citizen of the United States, may be elected by United States to 
the voters qualified to elect members of the legislative assembly, who be elected. 
shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as have been hereto-
fore exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from the several other 
Territories of the United States to the said House of Representatives; 
but the delegate first elected shall hold his seat only during the term 
of the Congress to which he shall be elected. The first election shall 
be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as 
the governor shall appoint and direct; of which, and the time, place, 
and manner of holding such elections, he shall give at least sixty days' 
notice by proclamation ; and at all subsequent elections, the times, 
places, and manner of holding the elections shall be prescribed by law. 
The person having the greatest number of votes shall be declared by 
the governor to be duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given 
accordingly. The delegate from said Territory shall not be entitled 

Time of elect• 
ing said delegate, 
&c. 

to receive more than twenty-five hundred dollars at any one session of 
Congress, as a compensation for his mileage, in going to and returning His mileage. 
from the seat of government of the United States, any act of Congress 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and All suits, pro-
d' • ·1 d • , • I I d • h d II • d" cess and pro-procee mg~, c1v1 a? cnm1_na , at aw an •~ c ancery, an a . m 1~t- c~edings. civil 

ments and mformat10ns, which shall be pendmg and undetermmed m and criminal, in• 
the courts established by authority of the provisional government of d,ctments, &c., 
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pending in the Ore<1on within the limits of said Territory, when this act shall take 
courts of the pro- effe.;'t ;hall be transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted, and deter-
V1S1onal govern- • ' • • • C h b bl" h d h" h • J ment of Oregon, mmed m the D(stnct ourts ere y esta 1s e _, w 1c may me _ude 
transferred. _to the counties or districts where any such proceedmg may be pending. 
tche ts Df1strtihct All bonds recognizances, and obligations of every kind whatsoercr, 

our o e , • h" h 1· • f "d T • United States for valid under the existing laws wit mt e 1mits o sat erntory, shall 
said Territory. be valid under this act; and all crimes and misdemeanors against the 

laws in force within said limits may be prosecuted, tried, and punished 
in the courts established by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures, 
actions, and causes of action, may be recovered under this act, in like 
manner as they woul<l have been under the laws in force within the 
limits composing said Territory at the time this act shall go into opera­
tion: Provided, That the laws, penalties, and forfeitures and punish­
ments, by this section required to be enforced by the courts provided 

Proviso. 

for by this act, shall not be inconsistent with the constitution of the 
United States: And provided further, That no right of action whatever 
shall accrue against any person for any act done in pursuance of any 
law heretofore passed by the temporary government, and which may be 
declared contrary to the constitution of the United States. 

Justices of the SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace, 
hf°ce, ~n~:;,-- constables, sheriffs, and all other judicial and ministerial officers, who 
&~•;who!h![(~ shall be in office within the liwits of said Territory when this act shall 
inh. oflieeh 

1
w
1 

hekn take effect, shall be, and they are hereby, authorized and required to 
t 1s act s a ta e • • d r h d · f h • · ffi effect, continued contmue to exercise an periorm t e ut1es o t e1r respectIVe o ices 
in office till they as officers of the Territory of Oregon until they or others shall be duly 
~lectidhe: !'p': elect_ed ~r appointed, a?d q~alified to fill their p\aces in the manner 
pointed, &c., to herem directed, or until their offices shall be abolished. 
till their pla_ce_s. SEC. 19. And be it furtlier enacted, That the sum of five thousand 
of /~ 0f;t~1t dollars be, and the sam~ is hereby'· appropriated out of any moneys in 
brary. the treasury not otherwise lippropnated, to be expended, by and under 

Reservation of 
lands for use of 
schools. 

the direction of the said governor of the Territory of Oregon, in the 
purchase of a library, to be kept at the seat of government for the use 
of the governor, legislative assembly, judges of the Supreme Court, sec­
retary, marshal, and attorney of said Territory, and such other persons, 
and under such regulations, as shall be prescribed by law. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in the 
said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of the government 
of the United States, preparatory to bringing the same into market, 
sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said Ter­
ritory shall be, and the same is hereby, reserved for the purpose of 
being applied to schools in said Territory, and in the States and Ter­
ritories hereafter to be erected out of the same. 

U~til oth~rwise SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That, until otherwise provided 
f;;v~i~d!l~~:rn~ for by law, the governor of said Territory may define the judicial dis-
1naf. define . the tricts of said Territory, and assign the judges who may be appointed 
Judicial d1stncts, for said Territory, to the several districts, and also appoint the times 
and assign the d I r h Id" • h l • bd" • • • judges to them, an p aces ,or o mg courts m t e severa counties or su 11·1s1011s m 
&:c.; _but the le- each of said judicial districts by proclamation to be issued by him; but 
g1slat1vcassembly h I • I • bl h • fi b • may organize, al- t e e~1s ative assem y_, at t e1~ ~s~ or. any su sequen_t sess10~, may 
ter, _or. mod(fy orgamze, alter, or modify such Jnd1cial d1stncts, and assign the Judges, 
s
1
uchtsJu&dicial dis- and alter the time and places of holdinrr the courts, as to them shall 
ric , c. d . o 

seem proper an convement. 
Certain officers 

required to give 
security for mon­
eys intrusted to 
them fordisburse­
ment. 

SEC. 22. And be it further enacted, That a.II officers to be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
for the Territory of Oregon, who by virtue of the provisions of any law 
now existing, or which may be enacted during the present Congress, 
are required to give security for moneys that may be intrusted with 
them for disbursement, shall give such security at such time and place, 
and in such manner, us the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 
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SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That all the ports, harbors, _Collection dis• 
shores, and waters of the main land of the Territory aforesaid shall !~::aili~isre~d 
constitute a collection district, to be called the District of Oregon; and colle_ctor to be 
a port of entry shall be established at Astoria, near the mouth of the appomted. 
Columbia River, and a collector of customs shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to reside 
at such port of entry. 

SEC. 24, And be it further enacted, That the President of the United Ports o( deliv­
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to establish such ports of deliv- ery, and 
ery in the district created by this act, not exceeding two in number, 
(one of which shall be located on Puget's Sound,) as he may deem 
expedient, and may appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Surveyors to be 
Senate, surveyors to reside thereat. appointed. 

SEc. 25. And be it further enacted, That the collector of said dis- Compensation 
trict shall be allowed a compensation of one thousand dollars per annum, of collector and 
and the fees allowed by law; and the compensation of any surveyor surveyors. 

appointed in pursuance of this act shall not exceed five hundred dollars 
per annum, including in said sum the fees allowed by law; and the 
amount collected by any of said surveyors, for fees in any one year, 
exceeding the sum of five hundred dollars, shall be accounted for and 
paid into the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That the revenue laws of the Revenue Jaws 
United States b.e, and are hereby, extended over the Territory of ex_tdenTded_to over 
0 

sa, ern ry. 
regon. 
SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That the sum of fifteen thou- Ap!iropriation 

~and dollars be, and the sa~e is here~y, appropriated out of any moneys ~~~ bu~~~t1:i~:~ 
rn the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the gon. 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the construction of light-
houses at Cape Disappointment and New Dunginess; and for the con-
struction and anchoring of the requisite number of bnoys, to indicate 
the channels at the mouth of the Columbia River, and the approaches 
to the harbor of Astoria; the said buoys to be placed and anchored 
under the direction of such persons as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall appoint. 

APPROVED, August 14, 1848. 

CHAP. CLXXVIII.-Jln Jlctfor the Payment of the Fourth Regiment in the Su- Aug. 14, 1848. 
ond Brigade of the Third J)i-,,i.siun, of the Vermont Militia,for Sennces at the 
Battle of Plattsburg. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Representatives of the 
U11ited States· of America in Congress assembled, That the proper claims of cer• 
accounting officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized tai

1
nd. ofiicefrs ,~n~ 

d d• ted • d tl I • ,, h' • f so iers o er an irec to ad Just an set e the c aims 1or one mont s services o mont militia to be 
the officers and soldiers of the fourth regiment in the second brigade adjusted and set• 
of the third division of the militia of the State of Vermont, who served tied. 
at the battle of Plattsburg on the eleventh day of September, one thou-
sand eight hundred and fourteen, for their military services on that 
occasion, and that the same be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise ap"propriated. 

APPROVED, August 14, 1848. 

Cau. CLXXIX.-An Jlct for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Aug.14, 1848. 
O.lficers, Seamen, and Marines of the Brig-of-War &mers. 

WHEREAS the United States brig-of-war Somers was foundered at sea, 
in the offing of the harbor of Vera Cruz, while engaged, under very 
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