
APPENDIX. 

1. Lewiston made a Port entitled to Privilege of Drawback. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

A PROCLA1\1ATION. 

W HEREAs, by an act of the Congress of the United States of the 3d of l\Iarch, 
1845, entitled" An Act allowing Drawback upon Foreign Merchandise exported 
m the original Packages to Chihuahua and Santa 1''c, in l\Iexico, and to the 
British North American Provinces adjoining tl1e United States," certain privi­
leges are extended in reference to drawback to ports therein specially enu 
merated in the 7th section of said act, which also provides "'fhat such other 
ports situated on the frontiers of the United States, adjoining the British 
North American Provinces as may hereafter be found expedient, may have 
extended to them the like privileges on the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and proclamation duly made by the President of the United 
Stater,, specially designating the ports to which the aforesaid privileges are to be 
ext.ended:" 

And whereas the Secretary of the •.rreasury has duly recommended to me 
the extension of the privileges of the law aforesaid to the port of Lewiston, in 
the collection district of Niagara, in the State of New York: 

Now, therefore,!, James K. Polk, President of the United States of America, 
do hereby declare and proclaim that the port. of Lewiston, in the collection dis­
trict of Niagara, in the State of New York, is and shall be entitled to all the 
privileges extended to the other ports enumerated in the seventh section of the 
act aforesaid, from and after the aate of this proclamation. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of \Vashington, tins seventeenth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the seventieth. 

JAMES K. POkT{. 
By the President. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, 
Secretary of State. 

2. Respecting the War with Mexico. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF ABIERICA1 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. 

Privileges of 
drawback ex­
tended to port of 
Lewiston, .New 
York. 

Existence of 
war between Re• 
public of Mexico 
and u. s. 

WHEREAS the Congress of the United States, by virtue of the constitutional 
authority vested in them, have declared by their act, bearing date this day, that, 
"by the act of the Republic of Mexico, a state of war exists between that 
government and the United States:" 

Now, therefore, !,James K. Polk, President of the United States of America, Persons holdin~ 
do hereby proclaim the same to all whom it may concern; and I do specially office under U.S. 
enjoin on all persons holding offices, civil or mili:r, under the authority of ev:t~01 rtetd . to d~e 
th U • d S tli. tli b • 'I t d • d" h • th 10-1 an m is­e mte tates, at ey . .. o v1g1 an an ze ous m 1sc argmg e charge of their 
duties respectively incident thereto: and I do moreover exhort all the good duties, and citi­
people of the United States, as they love their country, as they feel the wrongs zens exhorted to 
which have forced on them the last resort of injured nations, and as they con- exert themselves 
~ult the ~~st means, under the blessing of Divine ~rovidence,_of abridg\ng ~:,,P&!~::-;.d 

0

1r;; 
1ts calam1t1es, that they exert themselves m preservmg order, m promotmg supporting all 
concord, in maintaining the authority and the efficacy of the laws, and in support- proper measures 
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of the constituted ing and invigorating all the measures which may be adopted by the con;;tJ. 
aut.horitics, &c. tuted authorities for obtaining a speedy, a just, and an honorable peace. 

Ante, p. 35 

Statement of 
vote. 

Act declared to 
be in full foJ'Ctl. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed to these presents. 

Done at the City of Washington, the thirteenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States, the seventieth. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President. 

J .utEs BucBANAN, 
&cretary of State. 

3. Declaring ./Jlexandria C01lnly to be retroctdtd to Virginia. 

:BT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

A PRO<.,'LAMATION. 

WeEitEAs, by the at".t of Congtess, approved July 9, 1846, entitled" An Act 
to retrocede the County of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, to the State 
of Virginia," it is enacted, That, with the assent of the people of the county 
and town of Alexandria, to be ascertained in the manner therein prescribed, all 
that portion of the District of Columbia ceded to the United States by the 
State of Virginia, and all the nghts and jurisdiction therewith ceded over the 
same, shall be ceded and forever relinqui;ihed to the State of Virginia, in full 
and absolute right and jurisdiction, as well of soil as of persons residing or to 
reside thereon: And whereas, it is further provided, that the said act "shall 
not be in force until after the assent of the people of the county and town of 
Alexandria shall be given to it, in tbe mode therein provided;" and if a major­
ity of the votes should be in favor of accepting the provisions of the said act, 
it shall be the duty of the President to make proclamation of the fact : 

And whereas, on the 17th day of August, 1846, after the close of the late 
session of the Congress of the United States, I duly appointed five citizens of 
the county or town of Alexandria, being freeholders within the same, as com­
missioners, who, being duly sworn to perfonn the duties imposed on them, as 
prescribed in the said act, did proceed, within ten days after they were notified, 
to fix upon the first am! second day;, of September, 1846, as the time, the 
court-house Qf the county of Alexandria, as the place, and viva voce as the 
manner of voting; and gave due notice of the same; and at the time, and at 
the place, in conformity with the said notice, the said commissioners presiding, 
and deciding all questions arising in relation to the right of voting under the 
said act, the votes of the citize11s qualified to vote were taken vit>a voce, and 
recorded in poll-books, duly kept, and on the third day or [of] September instant, 
after the said polls were closed, the said commissioners did make out, and on 
the next day did transmit to me, a statement of the polls so held, upon oath, 
and under their seals; and of the vote11 so cast and polled, there were, in favor 
of acceptina the provisions of the said act, seven hundred and sixty-three 
votes, and against accepting the same, two hundred and twenty-two - showing 
a majority of five hundred and forty-one votes for the acceptance of the same: 

Now, therefore, be it known; that I, James K. Polk, President of the United 
States of America, in fulfilment of the duty imposed upon me by the said act 
of Con!1'1'ess, do hereby make proclamation of the "result" of said " poll," as 
above stilted, and do call upon all and singular the persons whom it doth or 
may concern, to take notice, that the act aforesaid,•• is in full force and effect." 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of \Vashington, this seventh day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States. the seventy-first. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President. 

N. P. TatsT, 
./Jding &cntary of Sl4le. 
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4. Commercial Intercourse with French Vessels from Miquelon and St. Pierre. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. April 20, 1847. 

WHERE AS, by an act of the Congress of the United States, approved the third Preamble. 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fortv-five, entitled "An Act 1845, ch. 66. 
regulating commercial intercourse within the Islands of Miquelon and St. 
Pierre," it is provided, that all French vessels coming directly from those islands, 
either in ballast or laden with articles the growth or manufacture of either of 
said islands, and which are permitted to be exported therefrom in American 
vessels, may be admitted into the ports of the United States on payment of no 
higher duties of tonnage, or on their cargoes aforesaid, than are imposed on 
American vessels, and on like cargoes imported in American vessels, provided 
that this act shall not take effect until the President of the United States shall 
have received satisfactory information that similar privileges have been allowed 
to American vessels and their cargoes at said islands by the government of 
France, and shall have made proclamation accordingly: 

And whereas satisfactory information has been received by me that similar 
privileges have been allowed to American vessels and their cargoes at said 
islands by the government of France: 

Now, therefore, I, James K. Polk, Prei.ident of the Ui;iited States of America, French vessels 
do hereby declare and proclaim that all French vessels coming directly from comin& directly 
the Islands of Miquelon and Saint Pierre, either in ballast or laden with arti- Krm t 

I 
e ports of 

cles the growth or manufacture of either of said isiands, and which are per- Pi~i~: o~an~ts~ 
mitted to be exported therefrom in American vessels, shall from this date be into the p~;~ ~f 
admitted into the ports of the United States on payment ofno higher duties on the United States 
tonnage, or on their cargoes aforesaid, than are imposed on American vessels, ?n the_ same foo~­
and on like cargoe~ imported in American vessels. mg with Amer1-

Given under my hand at the city of "\Vashington, the twentieth day of can vessels. 
April, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States the seventy-first. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, 
Secretary of State. 

5. Suspension of Discriminating Duties on V easels from Brazil, and on their 
cargoes. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. Nov. 4, 1847. 

\VH1 REAS, by an act of the Congress of the United St~tes of the twenty-fourth Preamble reci• 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, entitled" An Act in ad- ting _aet. r~l•tive 
dition to an act entitled 'An Act concerning discriminating duties of tonnage to ~••cnmmatmg 
and impost, and to equalize the duties on Prussian vessels and their cargoes,'" duties. 
it is provide.cl, that upon satisfactory evidence being given to the President of 1828, ch. 111 

the United States, by the government of any foreign nation, that no discrimi-
nating duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied in the ports of the 
said nation upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or 
upon the produce, manufactures, or merchandise imported in the same from the 
United States, cir from any foreign country, the President is thereby authorized 
to issue his proclamation, declaring that the foreign discriminating duties of 
tonnage and impost witftin the United States are, and shall be, suspended and 
discontinued, so far as respects the vessels of the said foreign nation, and the 
produce, manufactures, or merchandise imported into the United States in the 
same from the said foreign nation, or from any other foreiin country, the said 
suspension to take effect from the time of such notificatwn being given to 
the President of the United States, and to continue so long as the reciprocal 
exemption of vessels belonging to citizens of the United States, and their car-
goes, as aforesaid, shall be continued, and no longer: 
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Satisfactory cv- And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately been received by me, from his 
idence that no Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, throu.,.h an official communication of Mr. Fe-
discrimin.ting lippe Jose Pereira Leal, his char...l. d~aires in the United States, under date duties ate levi<'d i;~ 
on vessels of the of the 25th of October, 1847, that no other or higher duties of tonnage and 
t.: nite<l St:.tcs in impost are imposed or levied in the ports of Brazil upon vessels wholly belong­
the pom of Bra- ing to citizens of the United States, and upon the produce, manufactures, or 
ztl. merchandise imported in the same from the United States, and from any for-

eign country whatever, than are le\ied on Brazilian ships and their cargoes in 
the same ports under like circumstances : 

Discriminating Now, therefore, I, James K. Polk, President of the United States of America, 
duties on Brazil- do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing dis-
1~ 8 . vessels and criminating duties of tonnage and impost within the United States are, and 
~e'::decJ'goes sus-- shall be, suspended and discontinued so far as respects the vessels of Brazil, 

• and the produce, manufactures, and merchandise imported into the United 
States in the same, from Brazil and from any other foreign country whatever, 

From 25th Oc- the said suspension to take effect from the day above mentioned, and to con-
tober, 18-17. tinue thenceforward so long as the reciprocal exemption of the vessels of the 

United States, and the produce, manufactures, and merchandise imported into 
Brazil in the same as aforesaid, shall be continued on the part of the govern­
ment of Brazil. 

)brch 2, 1849. 

Given under my hand, at the city ofWashington, this fourth day of No­
vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty­
seven, and the seventy-second of the Independence of the United 
States. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President. 

JAM.es BucHA.ffAN, 
&cnlary <if State. 

6. Whuelwll, N. Y., made a Port, tlJiJ.h Pritrilege1 of JJrawback. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF TUE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. '\,VnEREAS, by an act of the Congress of the United States of the tenth 
1849, ch. 14. January, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, entitled "An Act to exten,l certain 

privileges to the town of \Vhitehall, in the State of New York," the President 
of the United States, on the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
is authorized to extend to the town of \Vhitehall the same privileges as are 
conferred on certain ports named in the seventh section of an act entitled 
" An Act allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in the original 
packa~s to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico, and to the British North 
Amencan provinces adjoining the United States," passed third March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, in the manner prescribed by the proviso contained in 
said section. 

And whereas the Secretary of the Treasury has duly recommended to me 
the extension of the privileges of the law aforesaid to the port of \Vhitehall, 

"vil f in the collection district of Champlain, in the State of New York: 
d 1;bacif:te!- Now, therefore, I, James K. Polk, President of the United States of Amer­
d~ to port of i~ ?o hereby decl~re _nnd proclaim that the port of Whitehall, in the_ collection 
Whitehall, N. Y. district of Champ lam, m the State of New York, lS and shall be entitled to all 

the privileges extended to the other ports enumerated in the seventh section 
of the act aforesaid, from and after the date of this proclamation. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my band, and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this second day of March, in tho year of 

[ J our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, and of the inde-
:r. s. pendeooe of the United States of America. the sev.enty-third. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President. 

J.uu:s BuclllNAN, 
S«retary tf Slaa. 



APPENDIX. 1003 

7. Respecting an Invasion of Cuba. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

THERE is reason to believe that an armed expedition is about to be fitted Aug. 11, 1849. 
out in the United States, with an intention to invade the Island of Cuba, or-----­
some of the Provinces of Mexico .. The-best information which the executive 
has been able to obtain, points to the Island of Cuba as the object of this ex-
pedition. It is the duty of this government to observe the faith of treaties, 
and to prevent any aggression by our citizens upon the territories of friendly 
nations. I have therefore thought it necessary and proper to issue this proc-
lamation, to warn all citizens of the United States who shall connect them-
selves with an enterprise so grossly in violation of our laws and our treaty 
obligations, that they will thereby subject themselves to the heavy penalties 
denounced against them by our acts of Congress, and will forfeit their claim 
to the protection of their country. No such persons must expect the interfer-
ence of this government, in any form, on their behalf, no matter to what ex-
tremities they may be reduced in consequence of their conduct. An enter-
prise to invade the territories of a friendly nation, set on foot and prosecuted 
within the limits of the United States, is in the highest degree criminal, as 
tending to endanger the peace, and compromit the honor, of this nation: - and, 
therefore, I exhort all good citizens, as they regard our national reputation ; as 
they respect their own laws, and the laws of nations; as they value the bless-
ings of peace and the welfare of their country, to discountenance and prevent, 
by all lawful means, any such enterprise; and I call upon every officer of this 
governm\mt, civil or military, to use all efforts in his power to arrest, for trial 
and punishment, every such offender against the laws pr_oviding for the per-
formance of our sacred obligations to friendly powers. 

Given under my hand, the 11th day of August, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, and the seventy-fourth of the Inde-
pendei;ice of the United States. 

By the President: 
J. M. CLAYTON, 

Secretary of State. 

Z. TAYLOR. 

8. Nesqually and Portland, in Oregon, made Ports of Ddivery. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS, by an act of the Congress of the United States of the four- Jan. 10, 1850. 
teenth of August, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, entitled, " An Act to 
establish the territorial government of Oregon," the President of the United 1848, ch. l77. 
States is authorized to establish such ports of delivery in the collection dis-
trict created by that act, not exceeding two in number, (one of which shall be 
located on Fuget's Sound,) as he may deem proper:-

Now, therefore, I, Zachary Taylor, President of the United States of Nesqually and 
America, do hereby declare and proclaim the ports of Nesqually (on Fuget's P_ort!and, in 

0
the 

Sound) and Portland, in the collection district of Oregon, in the Territory of d1stnct of f:a. 
Oregon, fo be constituted ports of delivery, with all the privileges authorized i~;is of d~li~~ry. 
by law to such ports. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the United States to he affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, tl)is tenth day of January, in the 

r ] year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and of the 
L, s. Independence of the United States the se\fenty-fourth. 

Z. TAYLOR. 
By the President: 

J. M. CLAYTON, 
Secretary of State. 
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9. &speding Dutiu on Ships and Imports from Chui. 

BY THE P11.ESIDENT OF THE UNITED STtTES ()F AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Wanus, by an act of the Congress of the United States of the twenty­
fourth of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, entitled "An 
Act in addition to an act, entitled 'An Act concerning discriminating duties 
of tonnage and impost,' and to equalize the duties on Prussian vessels and 
their cargoes," it is provided that upon satisfactory evidence being given to 
the President of the United States, by the government of any foreign nation, 
that no discriminating duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied in the 
ports of the said nation, upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the 
United States, or upon the produce, manufactures, or merchandise, imported 
m the same, from the United States or from any foreign country, the President 
is thereby authorized to issue his proclamation, declari:ii that the foreign dis­
criminating duties of tonnage and impost, within the united States, are, and 
shall be, suspended and discontinued, so far as respects the vessels of the said 
foreign nation, and the produce, manufactures, or merchandise, imported into 
the United States in the same from the said foreign nation, or from any other 
foreign country; the said suspension to take effect from the time of such noti­
fication being given to the President of the United States, and to continue so 
long as the reciprocal exemption of vessels belonging to citizens of the United 
States, and their cargoes, as aforesaid, shall be continued, and no longer: 

And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately been received by me, from the 
government of the Republic of Chile, through an official communication of 
Seiior Don Manuel Carvallo, accredited to this government as Envoy Extra­
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of that Republic, under date of the 
thirty-first of October, 1850, that no other or higher duties of tonnage and 
impost are imposed or levied in the ports of Chile, upon vessels wholly be­
longing to citizens of the United States, and upon the produce, manufactures, 
or merchandise imported in the same from the United States, and from any 
foreign country whatever, than are levied on Chilean ships and their cargoes, 
in the same ports, and under like circumstances : 

Now, therefore, I, Millard Fillmore, President of the United States of Ameri­
ca, do hereby declare and proclaim, that so much of the several acts imposing 
discriminating duties of tonnage and impost within the United States, are, and 
shall be, suspended and discontinued, so far as respects the vessels of Chile, 
and the produce, manufactures, and merchandise imported into the United 
States in the same, from Chile and from any other foreign country whatever; 
the said suspension to take effect from the day above mentioned, and to con­
tinue thenceforward, so long as the reciprocal exemption of the vessels of the 
United States, and the produce, manufactures, and merchandise, imported into 
Chile in the same, as aforesaid, shall be continued on the part of the govern­
ment of Chile. 

Given under my hand at the City of Washington, this first day of No­
vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
and the seventy-fifth of the independence of the United States. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 
By the President: 

w. s. DERRICK, 

Acti1115 &creiary qf Statt. 



APPENDIX. 

10. Declaring .11.ct of 1850, ch. 49, respecting the Boundaries of Texas, lo be in 
force. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

10()5 

WHEREAS, by an act of the Con,,uress of the United States of the ninth of Dee. 13, 1850. 
September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, entitled " An Act proposing 
to the State of Texas the establishment of her northern and western bounda- 1850, ch. 49• 
ries, the relinquishment by the said State of all territory claimed by her ex-
terior to said boundaries, and of all her claims apon the United States, and to 
establish a territorial government for New Mexico," it was provided, that the 
following propositions should be, and the same were thereby, offered to the 
State of Texas, which, when agreed to ~y the said State, in an act passed by 
the General Assembly, should be binding and obligatory upon the United 
States and upon the said State of Texas: Provided, The said aITTeement by the 
said General Assembly should be given on or before the first° day of Decem-
ber, eighteen hundred and fifty; namely: -

" Ftrst. The State of Texas will agree that her boundary on the north shall 
commence at the point at which the meridian of one hundred degrees west 
from Greenwich is intersected by the parallel of thirty-six degrees thirty min­
utes north latitude, and shall run from said point due west to the meridian of 
one hundred and throe degrees west from Greenwich; thence her boundary 
shall run dua south to the thirty-second degree of north latitude ; thence on 
the said parallel of thirty-two degrees of north latitude to the Rio Bravo de! 
Norte, and thence with the channel of said river to the Gulf of Mexico." 

"Second. 'l'he State of Texas cedes to the United States all her claim to 
territory exterior to the limits and boundaries which she agrees to establish by 
the first article of this agreement." 

"Thfrd. The State of Texas relinquishes all claim upon the United States 
for liability of the debts of Texas, and for compensation or indemnity for the 
!Surrender to the United States of her ships, forts, arsenals, custom-houses, 
custom-house revenues, arms and munitions of war, and public buildings with 
their sites, which became the property of the United States at the time of the 
annexation." 

"Fourth.- The United States, in consideration of said establishment of 
boundaries, cession of claim to territory, and relinquishment of claims, will 
pay to the State of Texas tlie sum of ten millions of dollars in a stock bearing 
five per cent. interest, and redeemable at the end of fourteen years, the interest 
payable half-yearly at the treasury of the United States." _ 

"l'i,fth. Immediately after the President of the United States sha,11 have 
been furnished with an authentic_ copy of the act of the General Assembll of 
Texas accepting these propositions, he shall cause the stock to be issuei:i in 
favor of the State of Texas, as provided for in the fourth article of this agree­
ment: Promded also, That no more than five millions of said stock shall be 
issued until the creditors of the State holding bonds and other certificates of 
stock of Texas for which duties on imports were specially pledged, shall first 
file at the treasury of the United States releases of all claim against the 
United States for or on account of said bonds or certificates in such form as 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury and approved by the 
President of the United States. Pro1,ided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to impair or qualify any thing contained in the third article 
of the second section of the 'joint resolution for annexing Texas to the United 
States,' approved March first, eighteen hundred and forty-five, either as regards 
the number of States, that may: hereafter be formed out of the State of Texas, 
or otherwise." 

And whereas it was further provided, by the eighternth section of the same 
act of Congress, ".That the provisions of this act be, and they are hereby, 
suspended until the boundary between the United States and the State of 
Texas shall be adjusted, and when such adjustment shall have been effected, 
the President of the United States shall issue his proclamation declaring this 
act to be in full force and operation:" 

And whereas the Legislature of the State of Texas, by an act approved the 
twenty-fifth of November last, entitled "An Act accepting the propositions 
made by the United States to the State of Texas, in an Act of the Congress 
of the United States approved the ninth day of September, A. D. one thousand . 
eight hundred and fifty, and entitled' An Act proposing to the State of Texas 
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the establishment of her northern and western boundaries, the relinquishment 
by the said State of all territory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, 
and of all her claims upon the United States, and to establish a. territorial gov­
ernment for New Mexico,'" - of which act a copy aµthenticated under the 
sea.I of the State has been furnished to the President, - enacts " that the State 
of Texas hereby a{r!ees to and accepts said propositions, and it is hereby 
declared that the said State shall be bound by the terms thereof, according to 
their true import and meaning: " 

Now, therefore, I, Millard Fillmore, President of the Uinted States of 
America, do hereby declare a.nd proclaim that the said act of the Congress 
of the_ United States of the ninth of September last, is in full force and 
operallon. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, this thirteenth day 
(L. s] of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

• and fifty, and the seventy-fifth of the independence of these United 
States. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

By the President: 
DAN'L WEBSTER, 

Secretary <if State. 

11. Respeding tk Rescue of an alkgtd Fug-iti11t Sla»e al Bo,lon. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WHEREAS information has been received, that sundry lawless persons, prin~ 
cipally persons of color, combined and confederated together, for the purpose 
of opposini by force the execution of the laws of the United States, did, at 
Boston,· in Massachusetts, on the fifteenth of this month, make a violent assault 
on the Marshal or Deputy Marshals of the United States, for the district of 
Massachusetts, in the Court-House, and did overcome the said officers, and 
did, by force, rescue from their custody a person arrested as a fugitive slave, 
and, then and there, a prisoner lawfhlly holden by the said Marshal or Deputy 
Marshals of the United States, and other scandalous outrages did commit, in 
violation of law: 

Now, therefore, to the end that the authority of the laws ma.y be maintained, 
and those concerned in violating them brought to immediate and condign pun­
ishment, I have issued this my Proclamation, calling on all well-disposed citi­
zens to rally to the support of the Laws of their Country, and requiring and 
commanding all officers, civil and military, and all other persons, civil or mili­
tary, who shall be found within the vicinity of this outrage, to be aiding and 
assisting, by all means in their power, in quelling this, and other such combi­
nations, and assisting the Marshal and his Deputies in recapturing the above­
mentioned prisoner; and I do, especially, direct, that prosecutions be com­
menced against all persons who shall have made themselves aiders or 
abettors in or to this flagitious offence; and I do further command, that the 
District Attorney of the United States, and all other persons concerned in the 
administration or execution of the Laws of the United States, cause the fore­
going offenders, and all such as aided, abetted, or assisted them, or shall be 
found to have harbored or concealed such fugitive, contrary to law, to be im­
mediately arrested and proceeded with according to law. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the United States, this 18th day 
[L. a.) of February, 1851. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 
D.a.N'L WEBSTER, 

&ctelaryofSlau. 
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