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TREATY OF ALLIANCE 

Between the United States of America and His lrlost 
Christian .Majesty. ( a) 

TREATY OF ALLIANCE. 

The Most Christian King and the United States of North America; 
to wit: New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode-Island, Connect• 
icut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir
ginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, having this day, 
concluded a treaty of Amity and Commerce, for the reciprocal advantage 
of their subjects and citizens, have thought it necessary to take into 
consideration the means of strengthening those engagements, and of 
rendring them useful to the safety and tranquility of the two parties; 
particularly in case Great Britain, in resentment of that connection and 
of the good correspondence which is the object of the said treaty, should 
break the peace with France, either by direct hostilities, or by hindring 
her commerce and navigation in a manner contrary to the rights of 
nations, and the peace subsisting between the two crowns: And his 
Majesty and the said United States, having resolved in that case to join 
their councels and efforts against the enterprises of their common 
enemy, the respective plenipotentiaries empowered to concert the 
clauses and conditions proper to fulfil the said intent10ns, have, after 
the most mature deliberation, concluded and determined on the follow
ing articles : 

ART.I. 

If war should break out between France and Great Britain during 
the continuance of the present war between the United States and 
England, his Majesty and the said United States shall make it a com
mon cause and aid each other mutually with their good offices, their 
counsels and their forces, according to the exigence of conjunctures, 
as becomes good and faithful allies. 

(a) The treaties and conventions between the United States and France, have been: 
1. Treaty of alliance between the United States of America and his Most Christian Majesty, concluded 

at Paris the 6th day of February, 1778. Annulled by act of Congress, passed July 7, 1798. Ch. 67, vol. 
I, 578. 

2. Treaty of amity nnd commerce between the United States of America and his Most Christian 
Majesty, concluded nt Paris the 6th day of February, 1778; post, 12. Annulled by act of Congress, passed 
July 7, 1798. Ch. 67, vol. 1, 578. 

3. Contract between hi~ Most Christian llfajcsty and the United Stat~s of America, entered into at 
Paris by the Count de Vergennes and Mr.Franklin, the JGth July 1782, and ratified by Congress the 
22d J nnuary 1783 ; post, 596. 

4. Convention between his Most Christian Majesty and the United States of America, for the purpose 
nf defining and establishin~ the functions and privileges of their respective consuls and vice-consuls. 
};ntered into at Paris the 14th day of November 1788, post, !OG. AnnullPd hy act of Congress passed July 
i. 1798. Ch. 67, vol. I, 578. 

'>. Convention between the French Republic and the United States, done at Paris the 30th of Sep{em. 
i•er 1800; the Senate of the United States concurring on the 3d dny of February 1801, with the excep. 
tion of the second ar:icle, and suhstit\lting another article, limiting the cominuance of the treaty to tWBlve 
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TRAIT~~ D'ALLIANCE 

Entre les Etats Unis it Amerique et Sa Majeste Tres 
Chretienne. 

TRAITE D'ALLIANCE, 

eventuelle et diffensive. 

Le Roi tres Chretien et Jes Etats U nis de I' Amerique Septentrionale, 
favoir, New-Hampshire, la Baye de Massachuset, Rhode-Island, Con
necticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pensylvanie, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginie, Caroline Septentrionale, Caroline MeridionaJe, et Georgia; 
ayant conclu ce jourd'huy un traite d'amitie, de bonne intelligence et 
de commerce, pour l'avantage reciproque de leurs sujets et citoyens, ils 
ont cru devoir prendre en consideration, Jes moyens de refferrer leurs 
liaisons, et de Jes rendre utiles a la surete et lt la tranquilite des deux 
parties, notamcnt duns le cas ou la Grande Bretagne, en haine de ces 
memes liaisons et de la bonne correspondance qui forment l'objet du 
dit traite, se porteroit a rompre Ia paix avec la France, soit en l'atta
quant hostilement, suit en troublant son commerce, et sa navigation, 
d'une maniere contrairc au droit des gens et a la paix subsistante entre 
!es deux couronnes: Et sa Majeste et Jes dits Etats Unis ayant resolu 
eventuellement d'unir, dans le cas prevu, leurs conseils et leurs efforts 
contre Jes entreprises de leur ennemi commun, Jes plenipotentiaires 
respectifs, charges de concerter Jes clauses et conditions propres a rem
plir leurs intentions, ont, apres la plus mure deliberation conclu et 
arreste Jes points et articles qui s'ensuivent. 

ARTICLE PREMIER. 
Si la guerre eclate entre la France et la Grande Bretagne, pendant 

la duree de la guerre actuelle entre Jes Eta ts U nis ct J' Anglcterre, sa 
Majeste et Jes dits Etats Unis seront cause commune et s'entr'aideront 
mutuellement de leurs hons offices, de !curs conseils et de leurs forces, 
selon !'exigence des conjonctures, ainsy qu'il convient a. de buns et 
fideles allies. 

years; and afterwards by France, limiting the continuance of the treaty to eight years ; and the United 
States on the 31st July 1801; which ratifications were concurred in by the Senate on the 19th of Decern. 
ber 1801, as set forth in the proclamation of the President of the United States, under the date of 21st 
December 1801; post, 178, 

6. Treaty between the United States of America and the French Republic; done at Paris, on the 
30th April 1803; post, 200. 

;, Convention between the United States of America and the French Republic; done at Paris, on 
the 30th April 1803; post, 206. 

8. Convention between the United States of America and the French Republic; done at Paris, on 
the 30th April 1803; post, 208. 

9. Convention of navigation and c_ommerce betwee_n the l!nited States of.America, and His Majesty 
the King of France and Navarre; w1t'l a separate article, Swned at Washington, on the 24th day of 
June 1822; and ratified as stated in the proclamation of the President of the United fltates, dated the 
12th day of February 1823 ; post, 278. 

IO. Convention with France, done at Paris, July 4, 1831; post, 430. 
I I. Convention for extradition of crminals; post, 580, 617. 
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0 bject of the 
treaty, indepen
dence of the 
United States. 

Both parties to 
make every ef. 
fort to attnm 
that end. 

TREATY OF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. 1778. 

ART. II. 
The essential and direct end of the present defensive alliance is to 

maintain effectually the liberty, sovereignty and _independance absolute 
and unlimited, of the said United States, as well m matters of gouverne• 
ment as of commerc<J. 

ART. III. 
The two contracting parties shall each on its own part, and in the 

manner it may judge most proper, make all the efforts in its power 
against their common enemy, in order to attain the end proposed. 

ART. IV. 
Concurrence The contracting parties agree that in case either of them should form 

in enterprise. any particular enterprise in which the concurrence of the other may be 
desired, the party whose concurrence is desired, shall readily and with 
good faith, join to act in concert for that purpose, as far as circum
stances and its own particular situation will permit; and in that case, 
they shall regulate, by a particular convention, the quantity and kind 
of succour to be furnished, and the time and manner of its being brought 
into action, as well as the advantages which are to be its compensation. 

Conquests that 
ehall belong to 
the U. States. 

France relin
quishes all claim 
to certain coun. 
rries, if con
quered. 

Conquesrs that 
shall belong to 
France. 

Neither party 
to conclude a 
treaty without 
the other's con
sont, &.c. 

No claim of 
compensation 
after the war. 

ART. V. 

If the United States should think fit to attempt the reduction of the 
British power, remaining in the northern parts of America, or the islands 
of Bermudas, those countries or islands in case of success, shall be con• 
federated with, or dependant upon the said United States. 

ART. VI. 
The Most Christian King renounces for ever the possession of the 

islands of Bermudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North 
America, which before the treaty of Paris in 1763, or in virtue of that 
treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the crown of Great Britain, or 
to the United States, heretofore called British colonies, or which are at 
this time, or have lately been under the power of the king and crown 
of Great Britain. 

ART. VII. 
. If his _Most C_hristian Majesty shal~ think proper to attack any of the 
islands situated m the Gulph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, which are 
at present under the power of Great Britain, all the said isles in case 
of success, shall appertain to the crown of France. ' 

ART. VIII. 
Neithe_r ~f th~ two parties shall conclude either truce or peace, with 

Great Bntam, without the formal consent of the other first obtained; 
and they mutually engage not to lay down their arms until the indepen
dence of the Umted ~tates shall have been formally or tacitly assured, 
by the treaty or treaties that shall terminate the war. 

ART. IX. 
. The contracting parties declare, that being resolved to fo1fil each on 
1ts own part, the clauses and conditions of the present treaty of alliance 
according to its own power and circumstances, there shall be no afte; 
claim of compensation on one side or the other, whatever may be the 
event of the war. 



TREATY OF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. 1778. 

ARTICLE SECOND. 
~e b~t essentiel et direct de la presente alliance deffensive, est de 

mamtemr efficacement la liberte, la souverainete et l'independance ab
solue et illimitee des dits Etats Unis, tant en U:atiere politique que de 
commerce. 

ARTICLE TROIS. 
Les deux parties contractantes feront chacune de leur cote, et de la 

maniere qu'elles jugeront plus convenable, tous les efforts, qui seront en 
leur pouvoir, contre leur ennemi commun, afin d'atteindre au but qu'elles 
se proposent. 

ARTICLE QUATRE. 
Les parties contractantes sont convenues que dans le cas ou l'une 

d'entre elles formeroit quelqu' entreprise particuliere, pour laquelle elle 
desireroit le concours de l'autre, celle-ci, se preteroit de bonne foi a un 
concert sur cet objet, autant que Jes circonstances et sa propre situation 
pourront le Jui permettre, et dans ce cas, on reglera, par une convention 
particuliere, la portee des secours a fournir, et le terns et la maniere de 
I~ faire agir, ainsy que Jes avantages destines a en former la compensa
tion. 

ARTICLE CINQ. 
Si Jes Etats Unis jugent a propos de tenter Ia reduction des isles Ber• 

mudes et des parties septentrionales de I' Amerique, qui sont encore au 
pouvoir de la Grande Bretagne, les dites isles et contrees, en cas de 
imcces, entreront dans la confederation ou seront dependantes des dits 
Etats Unis. 

ARTICLE SIX. 
Le Roi tres Chretien renonce a posseder jamais les Bermudes, ni 

aucune des parties du continent de I' Amerique septentrionalle, qui, 
avant le traite de Paris de mil sept cent soixante trois, ou en vertu de 
ce traite, ont ete reconnues appartenir a la couronne de la Grande Bre
tagne, ou aux Etats Unis, qu'on appelloit ci-devant colonies Britanni
ques, ou qui sont maintenant, ou ont ete recemment sous la jurisdiction 
et sous le pouvoir de la couronne de la Grande Bretagne. 

ARTICLE SEPT. 
Si sa Majeste tres Chretienne juge a propos d'attaquer aucune des 

iales situees dans le golphe de Mexique OU pres du dit goJphe, qui sont 
actuellement au pouvoir de la Grande Bretagne, toutes Jes <lites isles, 
en cas de succes, appartiendront a la couronne de France. 

ARTICLE HUIT. 
Aucune des deux parties ne pourra conclure ni treve ni paix avec Ia 

Grande Bretagne, sans le consentement preaJable et formel de l'autre 
partie, et elles s'engagent mutuellement a ne mettre bas Jes armes, que 
Iorsque l'independance des dits Etats Unis aura ete assuree formellement 
ou tacitement par le traite ou Jes traites qui termineront la guerre. 

ARTICLE NEUF. 
Les parties contractantes declarent, qu'etant resolues de remplir cha

cune de son cote Jes clauses et conditions du present traite d'alliance 
selon son pouvoir et Jes circonstances, elles n'auront aucune repetition, 
ni aucun dedommagement, a se demander reciproquement, quelque 
puisse etre l'evenement de la guerre. 

VOL. vxq. 2 
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To admit other 
powers to ac
cede to the al
liai:ice. 

TREA'rY OF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. 1778. 

ART.X. 
The Most Christian King and the United States agree, to invite or 

admit other powers who may have received injuries from England, to 
make common cause with them, and to accede to the present alliance, 
under such conditions as shall be freely agreed to, and settled between 
all the parties. 

ART. XI. 
Mutual gua- The two parties guarantee mutually from the present time, and for-

ranty. ever against all other powers, to wit: The United States to his Most 
Christian Majesty, the present possessions of the crown of France in 
America, as well as those which it may acquire by the future treaty of 
peace: And his Most Christian Majesty guarantees on his part to the 
United States, their liberty, sovereignty and independence, absolute and 
unlimited, as well in matters of government as commerce, and also their 
possessions, and the additions or conquests, that their confederation 
may obtain during the war, from any of the dominions now, or hereto
fore possessed by Great Britain in North America, conformable to the 
5th and 6th articles above written, the whole as their possessions shall 
be fixed and assured to the said states, at the moment of the cessation 
of their present war with England. 

Guaranty 
when to com-
mence. 

Ratification. 

ART. XII. 
In order to fix more precisely the sense and application of the pre

ceding article, the contracting parties declare, that in case of a rupture 
between France and England, the reciprocal guarantee declared in the 
said article, shall have its full force and effect the moment such war 
shall break out; and if such rupture shall not take place, the mutual 
obligations of the said guarantee shall not commence until the moment 
of the cessation of the present war, between the United States and Eng• 
land, shall have ascertained their possessions. 

ART. XIII. 
The present treaty shall be ratified on both sides, and the ratifications 

shall be exchanged in the space of six months, or sooner if possible. 

In faith where~f t_he re~pective plenipotentiaries, to wit: On the part 
of the J\lost Christian kmg, Conrad Alexander Gerard, Royal Syndic 
of the city of Strusbourgh, and Secretary of his Majesty's Council of 
State; and on the part of the United States, Benjamin Franklin, Deputy 
to the General Congress from the state of Pennsylvania and President 
of the Convention of the same state; Silas Deane heretofore Deputy 
from the state of Connecticut, and Arthur Lee, Cou~cellor at Law have 
signed_ the above articles both in the French and English lang~ages, 
declaring nevertheless, that the present treaty was originally composed 
and concluded in the French language, and they have hereunto affixed 
their seals. 

Done at Paris, tltis sixth day ef February, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-eiglit. 

C. A. GERARD, 
B. FRANKLIN, 
SILAS DEANE, 
AH.THUR LEE, 

(L. s.) 
(L. s.) 
(L. s.) 
(L. s.) 



TREATY OF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE. 1778. 

ARTICLE DIX. 
Le Roi tres Chretien et Jes Etats Unis sont convenus d'inviter de 

concert ou d'admettre Jes puissances, qui auront des griefs contre 
I' Angleterre, a faire cause commune avec eux, et •a acceder a la pre
sente alliance, sous Jes conditions qui seront librement agrees et con
venues entre toutcs Jes parties. 

ARTICLE ONZE. 
Les deux parties se garantissent mutuellement des a present et pour 

toujours envers et contre tous, savoir, Jes Etats Unis a sa Majeste tres 
ChretiP.nne Jes possessions actuelles de la couronne de France en Ame
rique, ainsy que celles qu'elle pourra acquerir par le futur traite de 
paix; Et sa .Majeste tres Chretienne, garantit de son cote aux Etats 
Unis leur liberte, leur souverainete et Ieur independance absolue et 
illimitee, tant en maticre de politique que de commerce, ainsy que leurs 
possessions et Jes accroissemeuts ou conquetes que leur confederation 
pourra se procurer pendant la guerre, d'aucun des domaines maintenant 
ou ci-devaut possedes par la Grande Bretagne dans l' Amerique septen
trionale, conformement aux articles cinq et six ci-dessus, et tout ainsy 
que leurs possessions seront fixees et assurees aux <lits Etats, au moment 
de la cessation de leur guerre actuelle contre I' Angleterre. 

AR TI CLE DOUZE. 
Afin de fixer plus precisement le sens et !'application de l'article pre

cedent, Jes parties contractantes declarent qu'en cas de rupture entre la 
France et l' Angleterre, la garantie reciproque enoncee dans le susdit 
article, aura toute sa force et valeur du moment ou la guerre eclatera, 
et si la rupture n'avoit pas lieu, Jes obligations mutuelles de la ditte 
garantie, ne commenceroient, que du moment susdit, ou la cessation de 
la guerre actuelle entre Jes Etats U nis et l' Angleterre aura fixe leurs 
possessions. 

ARTICLE TREIZE. 
Le present traite sera ratiffie de part et d' autre et les ratiffications 

seront echangees clans J'espace de six mois ou plustot si faire se peut. 

En foi dequoi Jes plenipotentiaires respectifs, savoir, de la part du 
Roi tres Chretien le S'. Conrad, Alexandre Gerard, Sindic Royal de la 
Ville de Strasbourg et Secretaire du Conseil d'Etat de sa Majeste, et de 
la part des Etats Unis Jes S"· Benjamin Franklin, Depute au Congres 
General de la part de J'etat de Pensylvanie et President de la Conven
tion du meme etat; Siles Deane cy-devant Depute de J'etat de Connec
ticut, et Arthur Lee Conseiller e's Loix, ont signe Jes articles ci-dessus, 
tant en langue Franc:;oise qu'en langue Angloise, declarant neanmoins, 
que le present traite, a ete originairement redige et arrete en Jangue 
Franc:;oise, et ils les ont munis du cachet de leurs armes. 

Fait a Paris, le sixieme jour du mois de FetJrier, mil sept cent 
soixante dix..huit. 

C. A. GERARD, 
H. FRANKLIN, 
SILAS DEANE, 
ARTHUR LEE, 

{L. s.) 
{L. S,) 
{L s,) 
(r. s.) 
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