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Post Office Department; see chapter 6 of Title 5, EXBCUTIVI Da-
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Chapter 1.-POST OFFICES.

Sec.
1. Establishment of post offices.
2. Discontinuing offices.
3. Offices at county seats continued.
4. Post offices to be kept open.
5. Sundays; first and second class excepted.
6. Making up mail.
7. Arrival and departure of mall.
8. Disposal of useless papers.
9. Rewards for detection of post-office burglars.

10. Premisps leased for post offices.
11. Rental of first, second, and third class post offices.
12. Monthly payment of rental for post offices.
13. Restrictions on allowances for rent for third-class offices.

Section 1. Establishment of post offices.-The Postmaster

General shall establish post offices at all such places on post

roads established by law as he may deem expedient, and he

shall promptly certify such establishment to the General Ac-

counting Office. (R. S. § 3829; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42

Stat. 24.)
2. Discontinuing offices.-The Postmaster General may dis-

continue any post office where the safety and security of the

Postal Service and revenues are endangered from any cause

whatever, or where the efficiency of the service requires such

discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discontinu-

ance to the General Accounting Office. (R. S. § 3864; June 10,

1921. c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

3. Offices at county seats continued.-No post office estab-

lished at any county seat shall be abolished or discontinued by

reason of any consolidation of post offices made by the Post-

master General, and any such post office at a county seat here-

tofore consolidated shall be established as a separate post office

at such county seat. This provision shall not apply to the city

of Crambridge, Massachusetts, or to Towson, Maryland, or to

Clayton, Saint Louis County, Missouri. (June 9, 1896, c. 386,

29 Stat. 313; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 545.)

4. Post offices to beIkept open.-Every postmaster shall keel

an office in which one or more persons shall be on duty during

sucih hours of each day as the Postmaster General may direct

exetfpt as provided in section 5 of this title, for the purposE

of receiving, delivering, making up, and forwarding all mal

matter received thereat. (R. S. § 3839.)

5. Sundays; first and second classes excepted.-Post office!

of the first and second classes shall not be open on Sundays fo:

the purpose of delivering mail to the general public, but thit

provision shall not prevent the prompt delivery of specia

delivery mail. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, S 1, 37 Stat. 543.)

6. Making up mail.-All letters brought to any post office hal

an hour before the time for the departure of the mall shall b
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forwarded therein; but at offices where, in the opinion of the

Postmaster General, more time for making up the mail is re-

quired, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceeding one hour.

(R. S. § 3840.)
7. Arrival and departure of maiL-The Postmaster General

shall furnish to the postmasters at the termination of each

route a schedule of the time of arrival and departure of the

mail at their offices, respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous

place in the office; and he shall also give them notice of any

change in the arrival and departure that may be ordered;

and he shall cause to be kept and returned to the department,

at short and regular intervals, registers, showing the exact

times of the arrivals and departures of the mail. (R. S. §

3841.)
8. Disposal of useless papers.-The Postmaster General is

hereby authorized to sell as waste paper or otherwise dis-

pose of the files of papers which have accumulated or may

accumulate in post offices, that are not needed in the trans-

action of current business and have no permanent value or

historical interest, and pay the proceeds of said sales

into the Treasury as postal revenues. (May 11, 1906, c. 2448,

34 Stat. 186.)
9. Rewards for detection of post-office burglars.-Rewards

may be paid for the detection, arrest, and conviction of post-

office burglars, robbers, and highway mail robbers, or, in the

discretion of the Postmaster General, when an offender of the

class mentioned is killed in the act of committing the crime

or in resisting lawful arrest. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39

Stat. 1059; June 19, 1922, c. 22T, § 1, 42 Stat. 655; Feb. 14,

1923, c. 79, § 1, 42 Stat. 1251; Apr. 4, 1924, c. 84, Title II, 43

Stat. 85; Dec. 5, 1924, c. 4, § 1, 43 Stat. 690; Jan. 22, 1925, c. 87,

Title II, 43 Stat. 784; Mar. 4, 1925, c. 556, § 1, 43 Slat. 1337.)

10. Premises leased for post offices.-Whenever any building

or part of a building under lease becomes unfit for use as a

post office, no rent'shall be paid until the same shall be put

in a satisfactory condition by the owner thereof for occupation

) as a post office, or the lease may be canceled, at the option of

the Postmaster GeneraL (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 1, 23 Stat.

386; June 19, 1922, c. 227, £ 1, 42 Stat. 656.)
11. Rental of first, second, and third class post offices.-The

Postmaster General may, in the disbursement of the appropria-

tion for rent, light, and fuel for first, second, and third class

e post offices, apply a part thereof to the purpose of leasing

1 premises for the use of post offices of the first, second, and

third classes at a reasonable annual rental, to be paid monthly

U for a term not exceeding twenty years. (July 24, 1888, c. 702,

r £ 1, 25 Stat. 345; Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 578; Mar.

S 3, 1925, c. 420, 43 Stat. 1105.)
l 12. Monthly payment of rental for post offices.-The Post-

master General may make monthly payment of rental for post-

f office premises under lease. (Mar. 3, 1925, c. 420, 43 Stat.

e 1105.)
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CROSS REFERENCE 

Post Office Department; see chapter 6 of Title 5, ExicurtEE DE-

PARTMENTS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

Chapter I.—POST OFFICES. 

Sec. 
1. Establishment of post offices. 
2. Discontinuing offices. 
3. Offices at county seats continued. 
4. Post offices to be kept open. 
5. Sundays; first and second class excepted. 

6. Making up mail. 
7. Arrival and departure of mail. 
8. Disposal of useless papers. 
9. Rewards for detection of post-office burglars. 

10. Premises leased for post offices. 
11. Rental of first, second, and third class post offices. 
12. Monthly payment of rental for post offices. 
13. Restrictions on allowances for rent for third-class offices. 

Section 1. Establishment of post offices.—The Postmaster 
General shall establish post offices at all such places on post 

roads established by law as he may deem expedient, and he 
shall promptly certify such establishment to the General Ac-

counting Office. (R. S. I 3829; June 10, 1921, c. 18, 304, 42 

Stat. 24.) 
2. Discontinuing offices.—The Postmaster General may dis-

continue any post office where the safety and security of the 

Postal Service and revenues are endangered from any cause 
whatever, or where the efficiency of the service requires such 
discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discontinu-

ance to the General Accounting Office. (R. S. § 3864; June 10, 

1921. c. IS, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

3. Offices at county seats continued.—No post office estab-

lished at any county seat shall be abolished or discontinued by 
reason of any consolidation of post offices made by the Post-
master General, and any such post office at a county sent here-
tofore consolidated shall be established as a separate post office 

at such county seat. This provision shall not apply to the city 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, or to Towson, Maryland, or to 
Clayton, Saint Louis County, Missouri. (June 9, 1896, c. 386, 

29 Stat. 313; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 545.) 

4. Post offices to bevitept open.—Every postmaster shall keep 
alt office in which one or more persons shall be on duty during 
such hours of each day as the Postmaster General may direct, 
except as provided in section 5 of this title, for the purpose 
of receiving, delivering, making up, and forwarding all mall 

matter received thereat. (R. S. § 3839.) 
5. Sundays; first and second classes excepted.—Post offices 

of the first and second classes shall not be open on Sundays for 
the purpose of delivering mail to the general public, but this 

provision shall not prevent the prompt delivery of special 
delivery mail. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 543.) 

6. Making up mail.—All letters brought to any post office half 

an hour before the time for the departure of the mail shall be 
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forwarded therein; but at offices where, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, more time for making up the mail is re-
quired, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceeding one hour. 

(R. S. § 3840.) 
7. Arrival and departure of maiL—The Postmaster General 

shall furnish to the postmasters at the termination of each 
route a schedule of the time of arrival and departure of the 
mail at their offices, respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous 
place in the office; and he shall also give them notice of any 
change in the arrival and departure that may be ordered; 
and he shall cause to be kept and returned to the department, 

at short and regular intervals, registers, showing the exact 
times of the arrivals and departures of the mail. (R. S. § 

3841.) 
8. Disposal of useless papers.—The Postmaster General is 

hereby authorized to sell as waste paper or otherwise dis-

pose of the files of papers which have accumulated or may 
accumulate in post offices, that are not needed in the trans-

action of current business and have no permanent value or 
historical interest, and pay the proceeds of said sales 

into the Treasury as postal revenues. (May 11, 1906, c. 2448, 

34 Stat. 186.) 
9. Rewards for detection of post-office burglars.—Rewards 

may be paid for the detection, arrest, and conviction of post-
office burglars, robbers, and highway mail robbers, or, in the 

discretion of the Postmaster General, when an offender of the 
class mentioned is killed in the act of committing the crime 

or in resisting lawful arrest. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 

Stat. 1059; June 19, 1922, c. 227, § 1, 42 Stat. 655; Feb. 14, 
1923, c. 79, § 1, 42 Stat. 1251; Apr. 4, 1924, c. 84, Title II, 43 

Stat. 85; Dec. 5, 1924, e. 4, § 1, 43 Stat. 690; Jan. 22, 1925, c. 87, 
Title H, 43 Stat. 784; Mar. 4, 1925, c. 556, § 1, 43 Stat. 1337.) 

10. Premises leased for post offices.—Whenever any building 
or part of a building under lease becomes unfit for use as a 
post office, no rent' shall be paid until the same shall be put 
in a satisfactory condition by the owner thereof for occupation 
as a post office, or the lease may be canceled, at the option of 
the Postmaster GeneraL (Mar. 3, 1885, e. 342, § 1, 23 Stat. 

386; June 19, 1922, e. 227, I 1, 42 Stat. 656.) 
11. Rental of first, second, and third class post offices.—The 

Postmaster General may, in the disbursement of the appropria-

tion for rent, light, and fuel for first, second, and third class 
post offices, apply a part thereof to the purpose of leasing 
premises for the use of post offices of the first, second, and 

third classes at a reasonable annual rental, to be paid monthly 
for a term not exceeding twenty years. (July 24, 1888, c. 702, 
§ 1, 25 Stat. 345; Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 578; Mar. 

3, 1925, c. 420, 43 Stat. 1105.) 
12. Monthly payment of rental for post offices..—The Post-

master General may make monthly payment of rental for post-
office premises under lease (Mar. 3, 1925, c. 420, 43 Stat. 

1105.) 
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13. Restrictions on allowances for rent for third-class
offices.-The aggregate allowance for rent of third-class post

offices made in any year shall not exceed the amount ap-
propriated for such purpose. (July 24, 1888, c. 702, § 1, 25
Stat. 345.)

Chapter 2.-POSTMASTERS.

Sec.
31. Appointment and removal; tenure of office.
32. Residence.
33. Oaths to expense accounts.
34. Bond.
35. Approval of bonds.
36. New bonds; application of payments.
37. Deficiency in accounts; notice to sureties.
38. Time of sureties' liability.
39. Vacancies; ad interim appointments; bonds of appointees; regular

appointments to fill vacancies.
40 Release of sureties en bond.
41. Records at post offices.
42. Quarterly accounts of receipts.
43. Same; to be sworn to.
44. Neglect to render accounts.
45. Withholding commissions based on fals returns; affidavit to

returna.
46. Money to be safely kept.
47. Custody of money in hands of postmasters.
48. Frequent deposits of revenues.
49. Adjustment of claims of postmasters and Navy mail clerks for

losses by burglary and fire.
50. Postmasters as disbursing officers.
51. Report of delinquencies.
12. Postmasters not to be contractors.
a3. Classification of postmasters and employees of Postal Service, and

adjustment of salaries and compensation.
54. Same; compensation of postmasters of first, second, and third

classes to be annual salaries payable semimonthly; computation
of salaries of respective classes; transfer of third-class offices
to huarth class; clerk-hire allowaaces to postmasters of third
class.

55. Salary of postmaster at Washington.
56. Postmasters' salaries; certain sales of stamps not included.
57. Compensation of postmasters of fourth class.
58. Additional compensation to fourth-class postmasters for separating

services and for unusual conditions during portion of year.
59. Assignment of fourth-class offices to proper class on increase of

receipts.
60. Advancement of fourth-class offices to appropriate class under un-

usual conditions; reduction to appropriate class.
61. Salaries; orders relating to.
62. Same; limit of pay.
63. Salaries of acting postmasters.
64. Post offices; expenses.

5O Deductions out of receipts.
86. Same; audit of vouchers.

Section 31. Appointment and removal; tenure of office.-
Postmasters of the first, second, and third classes shall be
appointed and may be removed by the President by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold their
offices for four years unless sooner removed or suspended ac-
cording to law; and postmasters of the fourth class shall be
appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster General, by
whom all appointments and removals shall be notified to Gen-
eral Accounting Office. (July 12, 1876, c. 179, § 6, 19 Stat. 80:
June 10. 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

32. Residence.-Every postmaster shall reside within the de-
livery of the office to which he is appointed or within the town
or city where the same is situated. (Apr. 28, 1904, c. 1759,
§ 8, 33 Stat. 441.)

33. Oaths to expense accounts.-Postmasters and assistant
postmasters are required, empowered, and authorized, when
requested, to administer oaths, required by law or otherwise, to
accounts for travel or other expenses against the United States,
with like force and effect as officers having a seal; for such
services when so rendered, or when rendered on demand by
notaries public, who at the time are also salaried officers or
emnlovees of thte nited Stafto. n - ha .holl ho m_ _.n.A. A

no fee or money paid for the services herein desicriaoci saimu na
paid or reimbursed by the United States. (Aug. 24, 1912, c.

355, § 8, 37 Stat. 487.)
34. Bond.-Every postmaster, before entering upon the duties

of his office, shall give bond. with good and approved security,

and in such penalty as the Postmaster General shall deem suf-

ficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge of all duties and

trusts Imposed on him either by law or the rules and regula-

tions of the department. On the death, resignation, or removal
of a postmaster, his bond shall be delivered to the Bureau of

Accounts in the Post Office Department. The bond of any mar-
ried woman who may be appointed postmaster shall be binding

upon her and her sureties, and she shall be liable for miscon-
duct in office as if she were sole. (R. S. § 3834; Mar. 1, 1909,

c. 232, 35 Stat. 670; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)
35. Approval of bonds.-The bonds of all postmasters may

by the direction of the Postmaster General be approved and ac-
cepted, and the approval and acceptance signed by the First
Assistant Postmaster General or by the Fourth Assistant Post-
master General in the name of the Postmaster General. (Mar.
3, 1877, c. 103, § 2, 19 Stat. 335; Dec. 21, 1893, c. 6, 28 Stat. 21.)

36. New bonds; application of payments.-Whenever any
postmaster is required to execute a new bond, all payments
made by him after the execution of such new bond, may, if the
Postmaster General or the Comptroller General deem it just, be
applied first to discharge any balance which may be due from
such postmaster under his old bond. (R. S. S 3835; Feb. 4,
1879, c. 45, 20 Stat. 281.)

37. Deficiency in accounts; notice to sureties.-When a de-
ficiency shall be discovered in the accounts of any postmaster,
who after the adjustment of his accounts fails, to make good
such deficiency, it shall be the duty of the General Accounting
Office to notify the Postmaster General of such failure, and
upon receiving such notice the Postmaster General shall forth-
with deposit a notice in the post office at Washington, District
of Columbia, addressed to the sureties respectively upon the
bonds of said postmaster, at the office where he or they may
reside, if known; but a failure to give or mail such notice
shall not discharge such surety or sureties upon such bond.
(R. S. § 3835; Feb. 4, 1879, c. 45, 20 Stat. 281; June 10, 1921,

c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)
38. Time of sureties' liability.-Every postmaster and his

sureties shall be responsible under their bond for the safe-
keeping of the public property of the post office, and the due
performance of the duties thereof, until the expiration of the
commission, or until a successor has been duly appointed and
qualified, and has taken possession of the office; except that
in cases where there is a delay of sixty days in supplying a
vacancy, the sureties may terminate. their responsibility by
giving notice, in writing, to the Postmaster General, such ter-
mination to take effect ten days after sufficient time shall have
elapsed to receive a reply from the Postmaster General. When
a person designated to act as postmaster under section 39 of
this title shall have taken charge of such post office, the lia-
bility of the sureties of the former postmaster shall cease.
(R. S. § 3836.)

39. Vacancies; ad interim appointments; bonds of appoint-
ees; regular appointments to fill vacancies.-Whenever the
office of a postmaster becomes vacant through death, resigna-
tion, or removal, the Postmaster General shall designate some
person to act as postmaster until a regular appointment can
be made by the President in case the office is in the first,
second, or third class, and by the Postmaster General when
the office Is in the fourth class; and the Postmaster General
shall notify the General Accounting Office of the change. The
postmaster so appointed shall be responsible under his bond
for the safe-keeping of the public property pertaining to the
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13. Restrictions on allowances for rent for third-class 
offices.— The aggregate allowance for rent of third-class post 
offices made in any year shall not exceed the amount ap-
propriated for such purpose. (July 24, 1888, c. 702, § 1, 25 

Stat. 345.) 

Chapter 2.— POSTMASTERS. 

See. 
31. Appointment and removal; tenure of office. 
32. Residence. 
33. Oaths to expense accounts. 
34. Bond. 
35. Approval of bonds. 
36. New bonds; application of payments. 
37. Deficiency in accounts; notice to sureties. 
38. Time of sureties' liability. 
39. Vacancies; ad interim appointments; bonds of appointees; regular 

appointments to fill vacancies. 
40. Release of sureties on. bond. 
41. iteeords at post offices. 
42. Quarterly accounts of receipts. 
43. Same; to be sworn to. 
44. Neglect to render accounts. 
45. Withholding commissions based on false returns; affidavit to 

returns. 
46. Money to be safely kept. 
47. Custody of money in hands of postmasters. 
48. Frequent deposits of revenues. 
49. Adjustment of claims of postmasters and Navy mail clerks for 

losses by burglary and fire. 
50. Postmasters as disbursing officers. 
51. Report of delinquencies. 
52. Postmasters Rot to be contractors. 
68. Classification of postmasters and employees 

adjustment of salaries and compensation. 
54. Same; compensation of postmasters of first, second, and third 

classes to be annual salaries payable semimonthly; computation 
of salaries of respective classes; transfer of third-class °feces 
to fourth class; clerk-hire allowances to postmasters of third 
class. 

55. Salary of postmaster at Washington. 
56. Postmasters' salaries; certain sales of stamps not included. 
57. Compensation of postmasters of fourth class. 
SS. Additional compensation to fourth-class postmasters for separating 

services and for unusual conditions during portion of year. 
59. Assignment of fourth-class offices to proper class on increase of 

receipts. 

60. Advancement of fourth-class offices to appropriate class under un-
usual conditions; reduction to appropriate class. 

61. Salaries; orders relating to. 
62. Same; limit of pay. 
63. Salaries of acting postmasters. 
64. Post offices; expenses. 
05. Deductions out of receipts. 
66. Same; audit of vouchers. 

Section 31. Appointment and remniVol; tenure of office.— 
Postmasters of the first, second, and third classes shall be 
appointed and may be removed by the President by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold their 
offices for four years unless sooner removed or suspended ac-
cording to law; and postmasters of the fourth class shall be 

appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster General, by 
whom all appointments and removals shall be notified to Gen-
eral Accounting Office. (July 12, 1876, e. 179, § 6, 19 Stat. 80: 

June 10. 1921, e. 18, 1 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

32. Residence.—Every postmaster shall reside within the de-
livery of the office to which he is appointed or within the town 

or city where the same is situated. (Apr. 28, 1904, c. 1759, 
8, 33 Stat. 441.) 

33. Oaths to expense accounts.—Postmasters and assistant 

postmasters are required, empowered, and authorized, when 
requested, to administer oaths, required by law or otherwise, to 
accounts for travel or other expenses against the United States, 
with like force and effect as officers having a seal; for such 

services when so rendered, or when rendered on demand by 
notaries public, who at the time are also salaried officers or 
employees of the United States, no charge shall be made; and 

of Postal Service, and 

no fee or money paid for the cervices herein described slmli be 

paid or reimbursed by the United States. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 

355, § 8, 37 Stat. 487.) 
34. Bond.— Every postmaster, before entering upon the duties 

of his office, shall give bond, with good and approved security, 
and in such penalty as the Postmaster General shall deem suf-
ficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge of all duties and 
trusts imposed on him either by law or the rules and regula-

tions of the department. On the death, resignation, or removal 
of a postmaster, his bond shall be delivered to the Bureau of 

Accounts in the Post Office Department. The bond of any mar-
ried woman who may be appointed postmaster shall be binding 

upon her and her sureties, and she shall be liable for miscon-
duct in office as if she were sole. (R. S. § 3834; Mar. 1, 1909, 

c. 232, 35 Stat. 670; June 10 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 
35. Approval of bonds.— The bonds of all postmasters may 

by the direction of the Postmaster General be approved and ac-
cepted, and the approval and acceptance signed by the First 
Assistant Postmaster General or by the Fourth Assistant Post-

master General in the name of ,the- Postmaster General. (Mar. 
3, 1877, c. 103, § 2, 19 Stat. 335; Dec. 21, 1893, c. 6, 28 Stqt. 21.) 

36. New bonds; application of payments.— Whenever any 
postmaster is required to execute a new bond, all payments 
made by him after the execution of such new bond, may, if the 
Postmaster General or the Comptroller General deem it just, be 
applied first to discharge any balance which may be due from 
such postmaster under his old bond. (R. S. I 3835; Feb. 4, 

1879, c. 45, 20 Stat. 281.) 
37. Deficiency in accounts; notice to sureties.—Wpen a de-

ficiency shall be discovered in the accounts of any postmaster, 

who after the adjustment of his accounts fails, to make good 
such deficiency, it shall be the duty of the General Accounting 

Office to notify th_e Postmaster General of such failure, and 
upon receiving such notice the Postmaster General shall forth-

with deposit a notice in the post office at Washington, District 
of Columbia, addressed to the sureties respectively upon the 

bonds of said postmaster, at the office where he or they may 
reside, if known; but a failure to give or mail such notice 

shall not discharge such surety or sureties upon such bond. 
(R. S. § 3835; Feb. 4. 1879, c. 45, 20 Stat. 281; June 10, 1921, 

c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 
38. Time of sureties' liability.—Every postmaster and his 

sureties shall be responsible under their bond for the safe-
keeping of the public property of the post office, and the due 

performance of the duties thereof, until the expiration of the 
commission, or until a successor has been duly appointed and 
qualified, and has taken possession of the office; except that 
in eases where there is a delay of sixty days in supplying a 
vacancy, the sureties may terminate, their responsibility by 
giving notice, in writing, to the Postmaster General, such ter-

mination to take effect ten days after sufficient time shall have 
elapsed to receive a reply from the Postmaster General. When 
a person designated to act as postmaster under section 39 of 
this title shall have taken charge of such post office, the lia-

bility of the sureties of the former mstmaster shall cease. 
(It S. § 3836.) 

39. Vacancies; ad interim appointments; bonds of appoint-
ees; regular appointments to fill vacancies.—Whenever the 

office of a postmaster becomes vacant through death, resigna-
tion, or removal, the Postmaster General shall designate some 

person to act as postmaster until a regular appointment can 
he made by the President in case the office is in the first, 
second, or third class, and by the Postmaster General when 
the office is in the fourth class; and the Postmaster General 

shall notify the General Accounting Office of the change. The 
postmaster so appointed shall be responsible under his bond 
for the safe-keeping of the public property pertaining to the 

post office and the performance of the duties of his office until 
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a regular postmaster has been duly appointed and qualified
and has taken possession of the office. Whenever a vacancy
occurs from any cause the appointment of the regular post-
master shall be made without unnecessary delay and the Post-
master General shall promptly notify the General Accounting
Office of the change. (R. S. § 3836; Mar. 1, 1921, c. 88, § 1, 41
Stat. 1151; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

40. Release of sureties on bond.-If on the settlement of the
account of any postmaster it shall appear that he is indebted
to the United States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted
within three years after the close of such account, the sureties
on his bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness. (R. S.

.§ 3838.)
41. Records at post .offices.-Every postmaster shall keep a

record, in such form as the Postmaster General shall direct,
of all postage stamps, envelopes, postal books, blanks, and
property received from his predecessor, or from the department
or any of its agents; of all receipts in money for postages and
box rents, and of all other receipts on account of the postal
service, and of any other transactions which may be required
by the Postmaster General; and these records shall be pre-
served and delivered to his successor, and shall be at all times
subject to examination by any post-office inspector. (R. S.
§§ 3842, 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177.)

42. Quarterly accounts of receipts.-Every postmaster shall
render to the Postmaster General, under oath, and in such
form as the latter shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all
moneys received or charged by him or at his office, for postage,
rent of boxes or other receptacles for mall matter, or by reason
of keeping a branch office, or for the delivery of mail matter in
any manner whatever. (R. S. § 3843.)

43. Same; to be sworn to.-The Postmaster General may re-
quire a sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account
of a postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true
statement of the entire amount of postage, box rents, charges,
and moneys collected or received at his office during the
quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or permitted to
be delivered, any mail matter on which the postage was not at
the time paid; that such account exhibits truly 'and faithfully
the entire receipts collected at his office, and which, by due
diligence, could have been collected; and that the credits he
claims are just and right. (R. S. § 3844.)

44. Neglect to render accounts.-Whenever any postmaster
neglects to render his accounts for one month after the time,
and in the form and manner prescribed by law and the regula-
tions of the Postmaster General, he and his sureties shall for-

feit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at such
office during any previous or subsequent equal period of time;
and if, at the time of trial, no account has been rendered, they
shall be liable to a penalty of such sum as the court and jury

shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to be recovered in an
action on the bond. (R. S. § 3845.) -

45. Withholding commissions based on false returns; affi-
davit to returns.-In any case where the Postmaster General
shall be satisfied that a postmaster has made a false return
of business, it shall be within his discretion to withhold com-
missions on such returns, and to allow any compensation that
under the circumstances he may deem reasonable. The form

of affidavit to be made by postmasters upon their returns shall
be such as may be prescribed by the Postmaster General. (June
17. 1S78, c. 259, § 1, 20 Stat. 141.)

46. Money to be safely kept.-Postmasters shall keep safely

without loaning, using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or

exchanging for other funds, all the public money collected by

them, or which may come into their possession, until it is or-

dered by the Postmaster General to be transferred or paid out.
X D ~a e SooA~ ·

§ 50
47. Custody of money in hands of postmasters.-Any post-

master, having public money belonging to the Government, at
an office within a city or town where there is no designated
depositary, may deposit the same temporarily, at his own risk
and in his official capacity, in any national or State bank in
the State in which the said postmaster resides, or in which
his office is located, or within a reasonable radius of his post
office in an adjacent State, but no authority or permission is
or shall be given for the payment to or receipt by a postmaster
or any other person, of interest, directly or indirectly, on any
deposit made as herein described. (R..S. § 3847; May 27, 1908,
c. 206, 35 Stat. 415.)

48. Frequent deposits of revenues.-Postmasters shall de-
posit the postal revenues and all money accruing at their office,
as often as once a week at least, and as much oftener as the
Postmaster General may direct. (R. S. § 3848.)

49. Adjustment of claims of postmasters and Navy mail
clerks for losses by burglary and fire.-The Postmaster General
may investigate all claims of postmasters, Navy mail clerks, and
assistant Navy mail clerks, for the loss of money-order funds,
postal funds, postal savings funds, postage stamps, stamped en-
velopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, postal savings cards,
postal savings stamps, postal savings certificates, United States
war savings certificate stamps, United States Government thrift
stamps, war-tax revenue stamps, and funds received from the
sale of such stamps belonging to the United States in the hands
of such postmasters, Navy mail clerks, or assistant Navy mail
clerks, and for the loss of key-deposit funds, funds deposited
to cover postage on mailings, and funds received as deposits
to cover orders for stamped envelopes, in the hands of such
postmasters, Navy mail clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks,
resulting from burglary, fire, or other unavoidable casualty,
and if he shall determine that such loss resulted from no fault
or negligence on the part of such postmasters, Navy mall
clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks, may pay to such post-
masters, Navy mail clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks,- or
credit them with the amount so ascertained to have been lost
or destroyed, and may also credit postmasters, Navy mail
clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks with the amount of any
remittance of money-order funds, postal funds, postal savings
funds or funds received from the sale of United States war
savings certificate stamps, United States Government thrift
stamps, and war tax revenue stamps, made by them in
compliance with the instructions of the Postmaster General,
which shall have been lost or stolen while in transit
by mail from the office of the remitting postmaster, Navy
mail clerk, or assistant Navy mail clerk to the office desig-
nated as his depository, or after arrival at such de-
pository office and before the postmaster at such depository
office has become responsible therefor. No claim exceeding
the sum of $10,000 shall be paid or credited until after the
facts shall have been ascertained by the Postmaster General
and reported to Congress, together with his recommendation
thereon, and an appropriation made therefor. All such claims
must be presented within six months from the time the loss
occurred. The Postmaster General shall report his action
herein to Congress annually with his reasons therefor in each
particular case. (Mar. 17, 18S2, c. 41, § 1. 22 Stat. 29; May
9, 1888, c. 231, § 1, 25 Stat. 135; June 11, 189lS , c. 424. 29 Stat.
458; Jan. 21, 1914, c. 12, § 1, 38 Stat. 271); May 18, 1916, c.
126, § 14, 39 Stat. 163; July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 10, 40 Stat. 754.)

50. Postmasters as disbursing officers.-Postmasters may be
designated by the Postmaster General as disbursing officers
for the payment of mail messengers and others engaged under
their supervision in transporting the malls. He may also
designate postmasters at presidential post offices as disbursing
ffla- fr thep nnrmnt- nf the sgllnrieas of theo otffi.er and
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a regular postmaster has been duly appointed and qualified 

and has taken possession of the office. Whenever a vacancy 

occurs from any cause the appointment of the regular post-

master shall be made without unnecessary delay and the Post-

master General shall promptly notify the General Accounting 
Office of the change. (R. S. § 3836; Mar. 1, 1921, c. 88, § 1, 41 

Stat. 1151; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 
40. Release of sureties on bond.—If on the settlement of the 

account of any postmaster it shall appear that he is indebted 

to the United States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted 

within three years after the close of such account, the sureties 

on his bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness. (R. S. 
§ 3838.) 

41. Records at post soffices.—Every postmaster shall keep a 

record, in such form as the Postmaster General shall direct, 
of all postage stamps, envelopes, postal books, blanks, and 

property received from his predecessor, or from the department 
or any of its agents; of all receipts in money for postages and 

box rents, and of all other receipts on account of the postal 

service, and of any other transactions which may be required 

by the Postmaster General; and these records shall be pre-

served and delivered to his successor, and shall be at all times 
subject to examination by any post-office inspector. (R. S. 

§§ 3842, 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177.) 

42. Quarterly accounts of receipts.—Every postmaster shall 

render to the Postmaster General, under oath, and in such 
form as the latter shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all 

moneys received or charged by him or at his office, for postage, 
rent of boxes or other receptacles for mail matter, or by reason 

of keeping a branch office, or for the delivery of mail matter in 

any manner whatever. (R. S. § 3843.) 
43. Same; to be sworn to.—The Postmaster General may re-

quire a sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account 
of a postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true 

statement of the entire amount of postage, box rents, charges, 
and moneys collected or received at his office during the 

quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or permitted to 
be delivered, any mail matter on which the postage was not at 

the time paid; that such account exhibits truly 'and faithfully 

the entire receipts collected at his office, and which, by due 
diligence, could have been collected; and that the credits he 

claims are just and right. (R. S. § 3844.) 

44. Neglect to render accounts.—Whenever any postmaster 
neglects to render his accounts for one month after the time, 

and in the form and manner prescribed by law and the regula-
tions of the Postmaster General, he and his sureties shall for-

feit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at such 

office during any previous or subsequent equal period of time; 

and if, at the time of trial, no account has been rendered, they 
shall be liable to a penalty of such sum as the court and jury 

shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to be recovered in an 

action on the bond. (R. S. § 3845.) - 
45. Withholding commissions based on false returns; affi-

davit to returns.—In any case where the Postmaster General 
shall be satisfied that a postmaster has made a false return 

of business, it shall be within his discretion to withhold com-
missions on such returns, and to allow any compensation that 

under the circumstances he may deem reasonable. The form 

of affidavit to be made by postmasters upon their returns shall 
be such as may be prescribed by the Postmaster General. (June 

17. 1878, e. 259, § 1, 20 Stat. 141.) 
46. Money to be safely kept.—Postmasters shall keep safely 

without loaning, using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or 

exchanging for other funds, all the public money collected by 

them, or which may come into their possession, until it is or-

dered by the Postmaster General to be transferred or paid out. 

(R. S. § 3846.) 

47. Custody of money in hands of postmasters.—Any post-
master, having public money belonging to the Government, at 

an office within a city or town where there is no designated 

depositary, may deposit the same temporarily, at his own risk 
and in his official capacity, in any national or State bank In 

the State in which the said postmaster resides, or in which 
his office is located, or within a reasonable radius of his post 
office in an adjacent State, but no authority or permission is 

or shall be given for the payment to or receipt by a postmaster 

or any other person, of interest, directly or indirectly, on any 
deposit made as herein described. (R.S. § 3847; May 27, 1908, 

c. 206, 35 Stat. 415.) 
48. Frequent deposits of revenues.—Postmasters shall de-

posit the postal revenues and all money accruing at their office, 

as often as once a week at least, and as much oftener as the 

Postmaster General may direct. (R. S. § 3848.) 
49. Adjustment of claims of postmasters and Navy mail 

clerks for losses by burglary and fire.—The Postmaster General 

may investigate all claims of postmasters, Navy mail clerks, and 
assistant Navy mail clerks, for the loss of money-order funds, 

postal funds, postal savings funds, postage stamps, stamped en-
velopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, postal savings cards, 

postal savings stamps, postal savings certificates, United States 

war savings certificate stamps, United States Government thrift 
stamps, war-tax revenue stamps, and funds received from the 

sale of such stamps belonging to the United States in the hands 

of such postmasters, Navy mail clerks, or assistant Navy mail 
clerks, and for the loss of key-deposit funds, funds deposited 

to cover postage on mailings, and funds received as deposits 

to cover orders for stamped envelopes, in the hands of such 

postmasters, Navy mail clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks, 
resulting from burglary, fire, or other unavoidable casualty, 
and if he shall determine that such loss resulted from no fault 

or negligence on the part of such postmasters, Navy mail 

clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks, may pay to such post-
masters, Navy mail clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks,- or 

credit them with the amount so ascertained to have been lost 
or destroyed, and may also credit postmasters, Navy mail 

clerks, or assistant Navy mail clerks with the amount of any 
remittance of money-order funds, postal funds, postal savings 

funds or funds received from the sale of United States war 

savings certificate stamps, United States Government thrift 

stamps, and war tax revenue stamps, made by them in 

compliance with the instructions of the Postmaster General, 

which shall have been lost or stolen while in transit 

by mail from the office of the remitting postmaster, Navy 
mail clerk, or assistant Navy mail clerk to the office desig-

nated as his depository, or after arrival at such de-

pository office and before the postmaster at such depository 
office has become responsible therefor. No claim exceeding 

the sum of $10,000 shall be paid or credited nntit after the 

facts shall have been ascertained by the Postmaster General 

and reported to Congress, together with his recommendation 
thereon, and an appropriation made therefor. All such claims 
must be presented within six months from the time the loss 

occurred. The Postmaster General shall report his action 
herein to Congress annually with his reasons therefor in each 

particular case. (Mar. 17, 1882, c. 41, § 1, 22 Stat. 29; May 

9, 1888, c. 231, § 1, 25 Stat. 135; June 11, 1896, c. 424, 29 Stat. 

458; Jan. 21, 1914, c. 12, § 1, 38 Stat. 279; May 18, 1916, e. 
126, § 14, 39 Stat. 163; July 2, 1918. c. 117, § 10, 4() Stat. 754.) 

50. Postmasters as disbursing officers.—Postmasters may be 

designated by the Postmaster General as disbursing officers 

for the payment of mail messengers and others engaged under 
their supervision in transporting the mails. He may also 

designate postmasters at presidential post offices as disbursing 

officers for the payment of the salaries of the officers and 
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employees of the postal service concerned in the transporta-
tion of mails or in their distribution in transit, and for such
other payments as they are authorized to make from postal
revenues, and he may designate postmasters at money-order
post offices as disbursing officers for the payment of the salaries
of officers and employees of the postal service, and for such
other payments as postmasters are authorized to make from
postal revenues. (May 4, 1882, e. 116, § 1, 22 Stat. 54; July 5,
1884, c. 234, § 1, 23 Stat. 156; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39
Stat. 418; June 3, 1924, c. 237, 43 Stat. 356.)

51. Report of delinquencies.-Every postmaster shall
promptly report to the Postmaster General every delinquency,
neglect, or malpractice of contractors, their agents or carriers,
which comes to his knowledge. (R. S. 3849.)

52. Postmasters not to be contractors.-No postmaster,
assistant postmaster, or clerk employed in any post office shall
be a contractor or concerned in any contract for carrying the
mail. (. 8S. § 3850.)

53. Classification of postmasters and employees of Postal
Service and adjustment of salaries and compensation.-Post-
masters and employees of the Postal Service shall be classified
and their salaries and compensation adjusted, except as other-
wise provided as follows:

Postmasters shall be divided into four classes, as follows:
The first class shall embrace all those whose annual salaries

are $3,200 or more.
The second class shall embrace all those whose annual

salaries are less than $3,200, but not less than $2,400.
The third class shall embrace all those whose annual sala-

ries are less than $2,400, but not less than $1,100.
The fourth class shall embrace all postmasters whose annual

eompensation amounts to less than $1,100, exclusive of com-
missions on money orders issued. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1,
43 Stat. 1053.)

54. Same; compensation of postmasters of first, second, and
third classes to be annual salaries payable semimonthly; com-
putation of salaries of respective classes; transfer of third-
class offices to fourth class.-The respective compensation of
postmasters of the first, second, and third classes shall be an-
nual salaries, graded in even hundreds of dollars, and payable
in semimonthly payments to be ascertained and fixed by the
Postmaster General from their respective quarterly returns to
the General Accounting Office, or copies of duplicates thereof to
the First Assistant Postmaster General, for the calendar year
immediately preceding the adjustment, based on gross postal
receipts at the following rates, namely:

First class-$40,000, but less than $50,000, $3,200; $50,000, but
less than $60,000, $3,300; $60,000, but less than $75,000, $3,400;
$75,000, but less than $00,000, $3,500; $90,000, but less than
$120,000, $3,G00; $120,000, but less than $150,000, $3,700; $150,-
000, but less than $200,000, $3,800; $200,000, but less than $250,-
000, $3,900; $250,000, but less than $300,000, $4,000; $300,000,
but less than $400,000, $4,200; $400,000, but less than $500,-
000, $4,500; $500,000, but less than $600,000, $5,000; $600,000,
but less than $7,000,000, $6,000; $7,000,000 and upward, $8,000.

Second class-$8,000, but less than $12,000, $2,400; $12,000,
but less than $15,000, $2,500; $15,000, but less than $18,000,
$2,600; $18,000, but less than $22,000, $2,700; $22,000, but less
than $27,000, $2,800; $27,000, but less than $33,000, $2,900; $33,-
000, but less than $40,000, $3,000.

Third class-$1,500, but less than $1,600, $1,100; $1,600, but
less than $1,700, $1,200; $1,700, but less than $1,900, $1,300;
$1,900, but less than $2,100, $1,400; $2,100, but less than $2,400,
$1,500; $2,400, but less than $2,700, $1,600; $2,700, but less than
$3,000, $1,700; $3,000, but less than $3,500, $1,800; $3,500, but
less than $4,200, $1,900; $4,200 but less than $5,000, $2,000;
$5,000, but less than $6,000, $2,100; $6,000, but less than $7,000,
$2,200; $7,000, but less than $8,000, $2,300. When the gross

postal receipts of a post office of the third class for each of two
consecutive calendar years are less than $1,500, or when in any
calendar year the gross postal receipts are less than $1,400, it
shall be relegated to the fourth class.

In order to ascertain the amount of the postal receipts of
each office, the Postmaster General may require postmasters to
furnish the department with certified copies of their quarterly
returns to the Bureau of Accounts in the Post Office Depart-
ment at such times and for such periods as he may deem neces-
sary in each case. (Mar. 3, 1875, c. 128, § 1, 18 Stat. 340; Mar.
3, 1883, c. 142, §§ 1, 4, 22 Stat. 600, 602; Feb. 7, 1900, c. 11, 31
Stat. 6; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32 Stat. 1166; May 27, 1908,
c. 206, 35 Stat. 407; Mar. 4, 1911; c. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1329;
July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 413;,Oct. 28, 1919, c. 86, 41
Stat. 323; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1053.)

55. Salary of postmaster at Washington.-In fixing the sal-
ary of the postmaster in the post office at Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Postmaster General may, in his dis-
cretion, add not to exceed 75 per centum to the gross receipts of
that office. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)

56. Postmasters' salaries; certain sales of stamps not in-
cluded.-In determining the gross receipts upon which the sal-
ary of a postmaster shall be based, stamps, stamped envelopes,
and postal cards sold in large or unusual quantities to any per-
son to be used in mailing matter at other post offices, or in
mailing matter diverted from other offices, shall not be included,
whether the sale be made with or without solicitation by the
postmaster. (Mar. 9, 1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 296.)

57. Compensation of postmasters of fourth class.--The com-
pensation of postmasters of the fourth class shall be fixed upon
the basis of the whole of the box rents collected at their offices
and commissions upon the amount of canceled postage-due
stamps and on postage stamps, stamped envelopes, and postal
cards canceled, on matter actually mailed at their offices, and
on the amount of newspaper and periodical postage collected
in money, and on the postage collected in money on identical
pieces of third and fourth class matter mailed without postage
stamps affixed, and on postage collected in money on matter
of the first class mailed without postage stamps affixed, and on
amounts received from waste paper, dead newspapers, printed
matter, and twine sold, at the following rates, namely:

On the first $75 or less per quarter the postmaster shall be
allowed 160 per centum on the amount; on the next $100 or
less per quarter, 85 per centum; and on all the balance, 75
per centum, the same to be ascertained and allowed by the
General Accounting Office in the settlement of the accounts of
such postmasters upon their sworn quarterly returns. In no
case shall there be allowed any postmaster of this class a com-
pensation greater than $300 in any one of the first three quar-
ters of the fiscal year, exclusive of money-order commissions,
and in the last quarter of each fiscal year there shall be al-
lowed such further sums as he may by law be entitled to, not
exceeding for the whole fiscal year the sum of $1,100, exclusive
of money-order commissions. (Mar. 3, 1883, c. 142, § 2, 22
Stat. 602; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1054.)

58. Additional compensation to fourth-class postmasters for
separating services and for unusual conditions during portion
of year.-The Postmaster General may allow to fourth-class
postmasters additional compensation for separating services
and for unusual conditions during a portion of the year, in
lieu of an allowance for clerical services for this purpose.
(May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 359.)

59. Assignment of fourth-class offices to proper class on in-
crease of receipts.-When the total compensation of any post-
master at a post office of the fourth class for the calendar
year shall amount to $1,100, exclusive of commissions on money
orders issued, and the receipts of such post office for the same
period shall aggregate as much as $1,500, the office shall be
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employees of the postal service concerned in the transporta-
tion of mails or in their distribution in transit, and for such 
other payments as they are authorized to make from postal 

revenues, and he may designate postmasters at money-order 
post offices as disbursing officers for the payment of the salaries 

of officers and employees of the postal service, and for such 
other payments as postmasters are authorized to make from 
postal revenues. (May 4, 1882, c. 116, § 1, 22 Stat. 54; July 5, 
1884, c. 234, § 1, 23 Stat. 156; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 
Stat. 418; June 3, 1924, c. 237, 43 Stat. 356.) 

51. Report of deliitquencies.-Every postmaster shall 
promptly report to the Postmaster General every delinquency, 

neglect, or malpractice of contractors, their agents or carriers, 
which comes to his knowledge. (R. S. § 3849.) 

52. Postmasters not to be contractors.-No postmaster, 
assistant postmaster, or clerk employed in any post office shall 
be a contractor or concerned in any contract for carrying the 

mil (R. S. § 3850.) 
53. Classification of postmasters and employees of Postal 

Service and adjustment of salaries and compensation.-Post-
masters and employees of the Postal Service shall be classified 
and their salaries and compensation adjusted, except as other-
wise provided as follows: 
Postmasters shall be divided into four classes, as follows: 
The first class shall embrace all those whose annual salaries 

are $3,290 or more. 
The second class shall embrace all those whose annual 

salaries are less than $3,200, but not less than $2,400. 
The third class shall embrace all those whose annual sala-

ries are less than $2,400, but not less than $1,100. 
The fourth class shall embrace all postmasters whose annual 

compensation amounts to less than $1400, exclusive of com-
missions on money orders issued. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 
43 Stat. 1053.) 

54. Same; compensation of postmasters of first, second, and 
third classes to be annual salaries payable semimonthly; com-
putation of salaries of respective classes; transfer of third-
class offices to fourth class.-The respective compensation of 
postmasters of the first, second, and third classes shall be an-
nual salaries, graded in even hundreds of dollars, and payable 
in semimonthly payments to be ascertained and fixed by the 

Postmaster General from their respective quarterly returns to 
the General Accounting Office, or copies of duplicates thereof to 
the First Assistant Postmaster General, for the calendar year 
immediately preceding the adjustment, based on gross postal 
receipts at the following rates, namely: 

First cla.ss-$40,000, but less than $50,000, $3,200; $50,000, but 
less than $60,000, $3,300; $60,000, but less than $75,000, $3,400; 
$75,000, but less than $90,000, $3,500; $90,000, but less than 
$120,000, $3,600; $120,000, but less than $150,000, $3,700; $150,-
000, but less than $200,000, $3,800; $200,000, but less than $250,-

000, $3,900; $250,000, but less than $300,000, $4,000; $300,000, 
but less than $400,000, $4,200; $400,000, but less than $500,-
000, $4,500; $500,000, but less than $600,000, $5,000; $600,000, 
but less than $7,000,000, $6,000; $7,000,000 and upward, $8,000. 
Second elass-$8,000, but less than $12,000, $2,400; $12,000, 

but less than $15,000, $2,500; $15,000, but less than $18,000, 
$2,600; $18,000, but less than $4000, $2,700; $22,000, but less 

than $27,000, $2,800; $27,000, but less than $33,000, $2,900; $33,-
000, but less than $40,000, $3,000. 
Third class-$1,500, but less than $1,600, $1,100; $1,600, but 

less than $1,700, $1,200; $1,700, but less than $1,900, $1,300; 
$1,900, but less than $2,100, $1,400; $2,100, but less than $2,400, 
$1,500; $2,400, but less than $2,700, $1,600; $2,700, but less than 

$3,000, $1,700; $3,000, but less than $3,500, $1,800; $3,500, but 
less than $4,200, $1,900; $4,200 but less than $5,000, $2,000; 
45.000, but less than $6,000, $2,100; $6,000, but less than $7,000, 
$2,200; $7,000, but less than $8,000, $2,300. When the gross 

postal receipts of a post office of the third class for each of two 
consecutive calendar years are less than $1,500, or when in any 
calendar year the gross postal receipts are less than $1,400, it 

shall be relegated to the fourth class. 
In order to ascertain the amount of the postal receipts of 

each office, the Postmaster General may require postmasters to 

furnish the department with certified copies of their quarterly 
returns to the Bureau of Accounts in the Post Office Depart-
ment at such times and for such periods as he may deem neces-

sary in each case. (Mar. 3, 1875, c. 128, § 1, 18 Stat. 340; Mar. 
3, 1883, c. 142, §§ 1, 4, 22 Stat. 600, 602; Feb. 7, 1900, c. 11, 31 
Stat. 6; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32 Stat. 1166; May 27, 1908, 
c. 206, 35 Stat. 407; Mar. 4, 1911; c. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1329; 
July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 413 ;,Oct. 28, 1919, c. 86, 41 
Stat. 323; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1053.) 

55. Salary of postmaster at Washington.-In fixing the sal-

ary of the postmaster in the post office at Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Postmaster General may, in his dis-
cretion, add not to exceed 75 per centum to the gross receipts of 
that office. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 

56. Postmasters' salaries; certain sales of stamps not in-
cluded.-In determining the gross receipts upon which the sal-
ary of a postmaster shall be based, stamps, stamped envelopes, 
and postal cards sold in large or unusual quantities to any per-
son to be used in mailing matter at other post offices, or in 
mailing matter diverted from other offices, shall not be included, 
whether the sale be made with or without solicitation by the 
postmaster. (Mar. 9, 1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 296.) 

57. Compensation of postmasters of fourth class.-The com-

pensation of postmasters of the fourth class shall be fixed upon 
the basis of the whole of the box rents collected at their offices 
and commissions upon the amount of canceled postage-due 
stamps and on postage stamps, stamped envelopes, and postal 
cards canceled, on matter actually mailed at their offices, and 
on the amount of newspaper and periodical postage collected 
in money, and on the postage collected in money on identical 
pieces of third and fourth class matter mailed without postage 
stamps affixed, and on postage collected in money on matter 
of the first class mailed without postage stamps affixed, and on 
amounts received from waste paper, dead newspapers, printed 
matter, and twine sold, at the following rates, namely: 
On the first $75 or less per quarter the postmaster shall be 

allowed 160 per centum on the amount; on the next $100 or 
less per quarter, 85 per centum; and on all the balance, 75 
per centum, the same to be ascertained and allowed by the 
General Accounting Office in the settlement of the accounts of 
such postmasters upon their sworn quarterly returns. In no 
case shall there be allowed any postmaster of this class a com-
pensation greater than $300 in any one of the first three quar-
ters of the fiscal year, exclusive of money-order commissions, 
and in the last quarter of each fiscal year there shall be al-
lowed such further sums as he may by law be entitled to, not 
exceeding for the whole fiscal year the sum of $1,100, exclusive 
of money-order commissions. (Mar. 3, 1883, c. 142, § 2, 22 
Stat. 602; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1054.) 

58. Additional compensation to fourth-class postmasters for 

separating services and for unusual conditions during portion 

of year.-The Postmaster General may allow to fourth-class 

postmasters additional compensation for separating services 
and for unusual conditions during a portion of the year, in 
lien of an allowance for clerical services for this purpose. 
(May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 359.) 

59. Assignment of fourth-class offices to proper class on in-
crease of receipts.-When the total compensation of any post-
master at a post office of the fourth class for the calendar 
year shall amount to $1,100, exclusive of commissions on money 
orders issued, and the feceipts of such post office for the same 

period shall aggregate as much as $1,500, the office shall be 
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assigned to Its proper class on July 1, following, and the salary
of the postmaster fixed according to the receipts. (May 18,
1916, c. 126, § 16, 39 Stat. 163; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39
Stat. 418; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1055.)

60. Advancement of fourth-class offices to appropriate class
under unusual conditions; reduction to appropriate class.-
Whenever unusual conditions prevail the Postmaster Gen-
eral, in his discretion, may advance any post office from the
fourth class to the appropriate class indicated by the receipts
of the preceding quarter, notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tion 59 of this title. When the Postmaster General has exer-
cised the authority herein granted, he shall, whenever the re-
ceipts are no longer sufficient to justify retaining such post
office in the class to which it has been advanced, reduce the
grade of such office to the appropriate class indicated by its
receipts for the last preceding quarter. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,

§ 1, 43 Stat. 1055.)
61. Salaries; orders relating to.-The Postmaster General

shall make all orders relative to the salaries of postmasters;
and any change made in such salaries shall not take effect

until the first day of the quarter next following the order; and

the General Accounting Office shall be notified of any and all

changes of salaries. (Mar. 3, 1883, c. 142, § 3, 22 Stat. 602;

June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)
62. Same; limit of pay.-No postmaster shall, under any pre-

tense whatever, have, receive, or retain for himself, in the

aggregate, more than the amount of his salary and his commis-

sion on the money-order business as provided by law. (R. S.

§ 3857.)
63. Salaries of acting postmasters.-Any person performing

the duties of postmaster, by authority of the President, at any
post office where there is a vacancy for any cause, shall receive

for the term for which the duty is performed the same compen-

sation to which he would have been entitled if regularly ap-
pointed and confirmed as such postmaster. (Mar. 3, 1879,
c. 180, § 31, 20 Stat. 362.)

64. Post offices; expenses.-The Postmaster General may

allow to the postmasters at offices of the first and second

classes, out of the surplus revenues of their respective offices,

that is to say, the excess of box rents and commissions over

and above the salary assigned to the office, a reasonable sum

for the necessary cost of rent, fuel, lights, furniture, stationery,

printing, and necessary Incidentals to be adjusted on a satis-

factory exhibit of the facts, and no such allowance shall be

made except upon the order of the Postmaster General. (R. S.

§ 3860.)
65. Deductions out of receipts.-The salary of a postmaster,

and such other expenses of the Postal Service authorized by

law as may be incurred by him, and for which appropriations

have been made, may be deducted out of the receipts of his

office, under the direction of the Postmaster General. (R. S.
§ 3861.)

66. Same; audit of vouchers.-Vouchers for all deductions

made by a postmaster out of the receipts of his office, on ac-

count of the expenses of the Postal Service, shall be submitted

for examination to the Bureau of Accounts in the Post Office

Department, who shall transmit them for settlement to the

General Accounting Office, and no such deduction shall be valid

unless found to be in conformity with law. (R. S. § 3862; June

10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

Chapter 3.--ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS, AND CLERKS
AND EMPLOYEES.

Sec.
81. Allowance for clerk hire at third-class post offices.
82. Distributing offices; allowance for clerk hire.
83. Clerk-hire allowances to postmasters of first, second, and third
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Sec.
84. Clerk hire for third-class postmasters on leave without pay for

military purposes.
85. Appointment and assignment of clerks.
86. Salaries of employees other than in automatic grades at offices

of first class; computation.
87. Number of assistant postmasters at certain first-class post offices.
88. Assistant postmasters at second-class offices; salaries; compu-

tation.
89. Assistant postmasters at certain third-class offices.
90. Salaries of supervisory employees at Washington post office.
91. Number of assistant superintendents of mails, delivery, registry,

and assistant cashiers to be paid maximum salaries.
92. Employees in charge of records and adjustment of accounts in

State depositories for surplus postal funds and central account-
ing offices; increased salaries.

93. Superintendents of classified stations ; salaries ; basis.
94. Same; salaries; rates.
95. Assistant superintendents of classified stations ; salaries.
96. Superintendents of delivery and assistant superintendents of de-

livery at certain post offices; salaries.
97. Promotion of supervisory employees on advancement of office to

higher grade.
98. Minimum of salaries of employees in supervisory grades.
99. Expenses of supervisory employees.

100. Grades of certain employees designated by titles for which more
than one grade of salary is provided.

101. Messengers, watchmen, and laborers in first and second class
post offices; grades; salaries; promotion; substitute watch-
men, etc.; pay.

102. Excess of number of clerks appropriated for, for particular grades.
103. Clerks in first and second class post offices and letter carriers in

City Delivery Service; grades; salaries; readjustment of
grades.

104. Substitute clerks in first and second class offices and substitute
letter carriers appointed regular clerks or carriers; credit for
time served as substitutes.

105. Substitute clerks at other than first and second class offices; other
temporary employees.

106. Salaries of carriers and substitutes in Village Delivery Service.
107. Credit to postal employees and substitute postal employees for

time served In military, naval, or marine service.
108. Promotion of clerks-. in first and second class offices and letter

carriers in City Delivery Service.
109. Same.
110. Special clerks; grades; salaries; adjustment of grades;. pro-

motion.
111. Special clerks; executive, finance, money-order, postal-savings,

registry, mailing, and other divisions of first-class offices.
112. Auxiliary and substitute employees.
113. Pay of substitute, temporary, or auxiliary clerks at first and

second class offices and substitute letter carriers in City De-
livery Service.

114. No distinction in salary between carriers assigned to collection
and to delivery duty.

115. Salaries of marine carriers assigned to Detroit River Marine
Service.

116. Employees in motor-vehicle service; classification; salaries;
grades; readjustment; promotion; pay of substitutes; hours of
work of certain employees; overtime pay.

117. Hours of work for special clerks, clerks, and laborers in first and
second class offices, and carriers In City Delivery Service;
overtime pay.

118. Compensatory time to foremen, special clerks, carriers, watch-
men, messengers, or laborers, at first and second class offices
for work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in lieu thereof.

119. Holidays in Postal Service.
120. Compensatory time to supervisory employees.
121. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or advance-

ment to intermediate grade.
122. Promotion regardless of increase of pay.
123. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld.
124. Substitutes for clerks; first or second class post offices, or car-

riers in City Free Delivery Service.
125. Same; employment to prevent overtime.
126. Same; clerks subpoenaed as witnesses.
127. Same; carriers on annual leave.
128. Assignment of clerks to duty.
129. Transfer of clerks, carriers, etc.
130. Computation of service on transfer.
131. No reduction in rank.
132. Bonds of assistant postmasters and cashiers at first, second, and

third class offices.
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assigned to its proper class on July 1, following, and the salary 
of the postmaster fixed according to the receipts. (May 18, 

1916, c. 126, § 16, 39 Stat. 163; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 
Stat. 418; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1055.) 

60. Advancement of fourth-class offices to appropriate class 

under unusual conditions; reduction to appropriate class.-

Whenever unusual conditions prevail the Postmaster Gen-

eral, in his discretion, may advance any pest office from the 

fourth class to the appropriate class indicated by the receipts 

of the preceding quarter, notwithstanding the provisions of sec-

tion 59 of this title. When the Postmaster General has exer-

cised the authority herein granted, he shall, whenever the re-

ceipts are no longer sufficient to justify retaining such post 

office in the class to which it has been advanced, reduce the 
grade of such office to the appropriate class indicated by its 

receipts for the last preceding quarter. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 

§ 1, 43 Stat. 1055.) 
61. Salaries; orders relating to.- The Postmaster General 

shall make all orders relative to the salaries of postmasters; 

and any change made in such salaries shall not take effect 

until the first day of the quarter next following the order; and 

the General Accounting Office shall be notified of any and all 

changes of salaries. (Mar. 3, 1883, c. 142, § 3, 22 Stat. 602; 

June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 
62. Same; limit of pay.- No postmaster shall, under any pre-

tense whatever, have, receive, or retain for himself, in the 

aggregate, more than the amount of his salary and his commis-

sion on the money-order business as provided by law. (R. S. 

§ 3857.) 
63. Salaries of acting postmasters.- Any person performing 

the duties of postmaster, by authority of the President, at any 

post office where there is a vacancy for any cause, shall receive 
for the term for which the duty is performed the same compen-

sation to which he would have been entitled if regularly ap-
pointed and confirmed as such postmaster. (Mar. 3, 1879, 

c. 180, § 31, 20 Stat. 362.) 
64. Post offices; expenses.- The Postmaster General may 

allow to the postmasters at offices of the first and second 
classes, out of the surplus revenues of their respective offices, 

that is to say, the excess of box rents and commissions over 

and above the salary assigned to the office, a reasonable sum 
for the necessary cost of rent, fuel, lights, furniture, stationery, 
printing, and necessary incidentals to be adjusted on a satis-

factory exhibit of the facts, and no such allowance shall be 
made except upon the order of the Postmaster General. (R. S. 

§ 3860.) 
65. Deductions out of receipts.- The salary of a postmaster, 

and such other expenses of the Postal Service authorized by 
law as may be incurred by him, and for which appropriations 

have been made, may be deducted out of the receipts of his 
office, under the direction of the Postmaster General. (R. S. 

§ 3861.) 
66. Same; audit of vouchers.- Vouchers for all deductions 

made by a postmaster out of the receipts of his office, on ac-

count of the expenses of the Postal Service, shall be submitted 
for examination to the Bureau of Accounts in the Post Office 

Department, who shall transmit them for settlement to the 
General Accounting Office, and no such deduction shall be valid 

unless found to be in conformity with law. (R. S. § 3862; June 

10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

Chapter 3.-ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS, AND CLERKS 

AND EMPLOYEES. 

Sec. 
81. Allowance for clerk hire at third-class post offices. 
82. Distributing offices; allowance for clerk hire. 
83. Clerk-hire allowances to postmasters of first, second, and third 

class; what to cover. 

Sec. 
84. Clerk hire for third-class postmasters on leave without pay for 

military purposes. 
85. Appointment and assignment of clerks. 
86. Salaries of employees other than in automatic grades at offices 

of first class; computation. 
87. Number of assistant postmasters at certain first-class post offices. 
88. Assistant postmasters at second-class offices ; salaries; compu-

tation. 

89. Assistant postmasters at certain third-class offices. 
90. Salaries of supervisory employees at Washington post office. 
91. Number of assistant superintendents of mails, delivery, registry, 

and assistant cashiers to be paid maximum salaries. 
92. Employees in charge of records and adjustment of accounts in 

State depositories for surplus postal funds and central account-
ing offices; increased salaries. 

93. Superintendents of classified stations ; salaries ; basis. 
94. Same; salaries; rates. 
95. Assistant superintendents of classified stations ; salaries. 
96. Superintendents of delivery and assistant superintendents of de-

livery at certain post offices; salaries. 
97. Promotion of supervisory employees on advancement of office to 

higher grade. 
98. Minimum of salaries of employees in supervisory grades. 
99. Expenses of supervisory employees. 

100. Grades of certain employees designated by titles for which more 
than one grade of salary is provided. 

101. Messengers, watchmen, and laborers in first and second class 
post offices; grades; salaries; promotion; substitute watch-
men, etc.; pay. 

102. Excess of number of clerks appropriated for, for particular grades. 
103. Clerks in first and second class post offices and letter carriers in 

eCriatydes.Delivery Service; grades; salaries ; readjustment of 

104. Substitute clerks in first and second class offices and substitute 
letter carriers appointed regular clerks or carriers; credit for 
time served as substitutes. 

105. Substitute clerks at other than first and second class offices; other 
temporary employees. 

106. Salaries of carriers and substitutes in Village Delivery Service. 
107. Credit to postal employees and substitute postal employees for 

time served in military, naval, or marine service. 
108. Promotion of clerks • in first and second class offices and letter 

carriers in City Delivery Service. 
109. Same. 
110. Special clerks; grades; salaries; adjustment of grades ; . pro-

motion. 
111. Special clerks; executive, finance, money-order, postal-savings, 

registry, mailing, and other divisions of first-class offices. 
112. Auxiliary and substitute employees. 
113. Pay of substitute, temporary, or auxiliary clerks at first and 

second class offices and substitute letter carriers in City De-
livery Service. 

114. No distinction in salary between carriers assigned to collection 
and to delivery duty. 

115. Salaries of marine carriers assigned to Detroit River Marine 
Service. 

116. Employees in motor-vehicle service; classification; salaries; 
grades; readjustment; promotion; pay of substitutes; hours of 
work of certain employees; overtime pay. 

117. Hours of work for special clerks, clerks, and laborers in first and 
second class offices, and carriers in City Delivery Service; 

overtime pay. 
118. Compensatory time to foremen, special clerks, carriers, watch-

men, messengers, or laborers, at first and second class offices 
for work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in lieu thereof. 

119. Holidays in Postal Service. 
120. Compensatory time to supervisory employees. 
121. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or advance-

ment to intermediate grade. 
122. Promotion regardless of increase of pay. 
123. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld. 
124. Substitutes for clerks; first or second class post offices, or car-

riers in City Free Delivery Service. 
125. Same; employment to prevent overtime. 
126. Same; clerks subpcenaed as witnesses. 
127. Same; carriers on annual leave. 
128. Assignment of clerks to duty. 
129. Transfer of clerks, carriers, etc. 
130. Computation of service on transfer. 
131. No reduction in rank. 
132. Bonds of assistant postmasters and cashiers at first, second, and 

third class offices. 
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Sec.
133. Extra labor at offices.
134. Navy mail clerks and assistants.
135. Same; bonds.

Section 81. Allowance for clerk hire at third-class post
offices.-Postmasters at offices of the third class shall be granted
for clerk hire an allowance of $240 per annum where the
salary of the postmaster is $1,100 per annum; an allowance
of $330 per annum where the salary of the postmaster is
$1,200 per annum; an allowance of $420 per annum where the
salary of the postmaster, is $1,300 per annum; an allowance
of $510 per annum where the salary of the postmaster is $1,400
per annum; an allowance of $600 per annum where the salary
of the postmaster is $1,500 per annum; an allowance of $690
per annum where the salary of the postmaster is $1,600 per
annum; an allowance of $780 per annum where the salary of
the postmaster is $1,700 per annum; an allowance of $870 per
annum where the salary of the postmaster is $1,800 per annum;
an allowance of $960 per annum where the salary of the post-
master is $1,900 per annum; an allowance of $1,050 per annum
where the salary of the postmaster is $2,000 per annum; an
allowance of $1,140 per annum where the salary of the post-
master is $2,100 per annum; an allowance of $1,400 per annum
where the salary of the postmaster is $2,200 per annum; an
allowance of $1,600 per annum where the salary of the post-
master is $2,300 per annum. The Postmaster General may
modify these allowances for clerk hire to meet varying needs,
but in no case shall they be reduced by such modification
more than 25 per centum: Provided, however, That the aggre-
gate of such allowances, as modified, shall not exceed in any
fiscal year the aggregate of allowances herein prescribed for
postmasters of the third class. (Mar. 8, 1875, c. 128, § 1, 18
Stat. 340; Mar. 3, 1883, c. 142, §§ 1, 4, 22 Stat. 600, 602; Feb.
7, 1900, c. 11, 31 Stat. 6; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32 Stat.
1166; May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 40T; Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241,
§ 1, 36 Stat 1329; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 413;
Oct. 28, 1919, c. 86, 41 Stat. 323; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43
Stat. 1053.)

82. Distributing offices; allowance for clerk hire.-The Post-
master General may designate offices at the intersection of
mail routes as distributing or separating offices; and where
any such office Is of the third or fourth class, he may make a
reasonable allowance to the postmaster for the necessary cost
of clerical services arising from such duties. (July 12, 1876,
c. 179, § 11, 19 Stat. 82.)

83. Clerk-hire allowances to postmasters of first, second,
and third class; what to cover.-The allowances for clerk
hire made to postmasters of the first, second, and third class
post offlces by the Postmaster General out of the annual ap-
propriations therefor shall cover the cost of clerical service
of all kinds in such post offices, including the cost of clerical
labor in the money-order business, and excepting allowances
for separating mails at third-class post offices, as provided by
law. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 3C8, § 1, 43 Stat. 1054.)

84. Clerk hire for third-class postmasters on leave without
pay for military purposes.-Where postmasters at offices of
the third class are granted leave without pay for military pur-
poses, the Postmaster General may allow, In addition to the
maximum amounts which may otherwise be allowed such offices
for clerk hire, in accordance with law, an amount not to exceed
50 per centum of the salary of the postmaster. (Oct. 3, 1917,
c. 63, § 1109, 40 Stat. 329.)

85. Appointment and assignment of clerks.-The appoint-
ment and assignment of clerks at first and second class post
offices shall be so made during each fiscal year as not to in-
volve a greater aggregate expenditure than the sum appro-
priated. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1060; Apr. 24, 1920,
e. 161, 1 1, 41 Stat. 577.)

86. Salaries of employees other than in auLomauc grauce
at offices of first class; computation.-At offices of the first
class the annual salaries of the employees, other than those in
the automatic grades, shall be in even hundreds of dollars,
based on the gross postal receipts for the preceding calendar
year, as follows:

Receipts $40,000, but less than $50,000-assistant postmaster,
$2,600; superintendent of mails, $2,400. Receipts $50,000, but
less than $60,000-assistant postmaster, $2,600; superintendent
of mails, $2,400. Receipts $60,000, but less than $75,000-as-
sistant postmaster, $2,600; superintendent of mails, $2,400. Re-
ceipts $75,000, but less than $90,000-assistant postmaster,
$2,700; superintendent of mails, $2,500. Receipts $90,000, but
less than $120,000-assistant postmaster, $2,700; superintendent
of mails, $2,600; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $120,000, but less
than $150,000-assistant postmaster, $2,800; superintendent of
mails, $2,700; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $150,000, but less than
$200,000-assistant postmaster, $2,900; superintendent of mails,
$2,800; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $200,000, but less than $250,-
000-assistant postmaster, $3,000; superintendent of mails,
$2,900; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $250,000, but less than $300,-
000-assistant postmaster, $3,100; superintendent of mails,
$3,000; assistant superintendent of mails, $2,600; foremen,
$2,500. Receipts $300,000, but less than $400,000-assistant
postmaster, $3,200; superintendent of mails, $3,100; assistant
superintendent of mails, $2,600; foremen, $2,500. Receipts
$400,000, but less than $500,000-assistant postmaster, $3,300;
superintendent of mails, $3,200; assistant superintendent of
mails, $2,600; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $500,000, but less than
$600,000-assistant postmaster, $3,500; superintendent of mails,
$3,300; assistant superintendent of mails, $2,600; foremen,
$2,500; postal cashier, $2,900; money-order cashier, $2,600. Re-
ceipts $600,000, but less than $1,000,000-assistant postmaster,
$3,700; superintendent of mails, $3,500; assistant superintend-
ent of mails, $2,800; foremen, $2,500; postal cashier, $3,100;
money-order cashier, $2,800. Receipts $1,000,000, but less than
$2,000,000-assistant postmaster, $3,900; superintendent of
mails, $3,700; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,700, $2,800,
and $3,100; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; postal cashier, $3,300;
assistant cashiers, $2,600; money-order cashier, .$3,000; book-
keepers, $2,400; station examiners, $2,400. Receipts $2,000,000,
but less than $3,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,000; superin-
tendent of mails, $3,800; assistapt superintendents of mails,
$2,700, $2,800, $3,000, and $3,300; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600;
postal cashier, $3,400; assistant cashiers, $2,600 and $2,900;
money-order cashier, $3,100; bookkeepers, $2,400 and $2,500;
station examiners, $2,600. Receipts $3,000,000, but less than
$5,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,100; superintendent of
mails, $3,900; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,700, $2,800,
$3,100, and $3,500; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; postal cashier,
$3,600; assistant cashiers, $2,600, $2,800, and $3,100; money-
order cashier, $3,300; bookkeepers, $2,400 and $2,500; station
examiners, $2,600 and $2,800. Receipts, $5,000,000, but less
than $7,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,300; superintendent of
mails, $4,100; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,700, $2,800,
$3,100, $3,300, and $3,700; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; postal
cashier, $3,800; assistant cashiers, $2,600, $2,900, and $3,100;
money-order cashier, $3,500; bookkeepers, $2,400, $2,500, and
$2.600; station examiners, $2,600 and $2,800. Receipts $7,000,-
000, but less than $9,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,600: su-
perintendent of mails, $4,300; assistant superintendents of
mails, $2,700, $2,800, $3,100, $3,500, and $3,900; foremen, $2.500
and $2,600; postal cashier, $4,000; assistant cashiers, .S2,6)0,
$2,800, $3,100, and $3,400; money-order cashier, $3,600; book-
keepers, $2,400, $2,500, and $2,600; station examiners, $2,600
and $2,S00. Receipts $9,000,000, but less than $20,000,000-as-
sistant postmasters, $4,700 and $4,800; superintendent of mails,
S4.500: assistant suinrintendents of mails. $2.800. $2.900. $3.100.
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Sec. 
133. Extra labor at offices. 
134. Navy mail clerks and assistants. 

135. Same; bonds. 

Section 81. Allowance for clerk hire at third-class post 

offices.-Postmasters at offices of the third class shall be granted 
for clerk hire an allowance of $240 per annum where the 

salary of the postmaster is $1,100 per annum; an allowance 

of $330 per annum where the salary of the postmaster is 
$1,200 per annum; an allowance of $420 per annum where the 

salary of the postmaster, is $1,300 per annum; an allowance 

of $510 per annum where the salary of the postmaster is $1,400 
per annum; an allowance of $600 per annum where the salary 
of the postmaster is $1,500 per annum; an allowance of $690 

per annum where the salary of the postmaster is $1,600 per 
annum; an allowance of $780 per annum where the salary of 

the postmaster is $1,700 per annum; an allowance of $870 per 
annum where the salary of the postmaster is $1,800 per annum; 
an allowance of $960 per annum where the salary of the post-
master is $1,900 per annum; an allowance of $1,050 per annum 

where the salary of the postmaster is $2,000 per annum; an 
allowance of $1,140 per annum where the salary of the post-
master is $2,100 per annum; an allowance of $1,400 per annum 

where the salary of the postmaster is $2,200 per annum; an 
allowance of $1,600 per annum where the salary of the post-
master is $2,300 per annum. The Postmaster General may 

modify these allowances for clerk hire to meet varying needs, 
but in no case shall they be reduced by such modification 
more than 25 per centum; Provided, however, That the aggre-
gate of such allowances, as modified, shall not exceed in any 
fiscal year the aggregate of allowances herein prescribed for 

postmasters of the third class. (Mar. 8, 1875, c. 128, § 1, 18 
Stat. 340; Mar. 3, 1883, c. 142, §§ 1, 4, 22 Stat. 600, 602; Feb. 
7, 1900, c. 11, 31 Stat. 6; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32 Stat. 
1166; May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 401; Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, 
§ 1, 36 Stat. 1329; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat 413; 

Oct. 28, 1919, c. 86, 41 Stat. 323; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 
Stat. 1053.) 

82. Distributing' offices; allowance for clerk hire.-The Post-
master General may designate offices at the intersection of 
mail routes as distributing or separating offices; and where 
any such office is of the third or fourth class, he may make a 
reasonable allowance to the postmaster for the necessary cost 
of clerical services arising from such duties. (July 12, 1876, 
c. 179, § 11, 19 Stat. 82.) 

83. Clerk-hire allowances to postmasters of first, second, 
and third class; what to cover.-The allowances for clerk 
hire made to postmasters of the first, second, and third class 
post offices by the Postmaster General out of the annual ap-
propriations therefor shall cover the cost of clerical service 
of all kinds in such post offices, including the cost of clerical 
labor in the money-order business, and excepting allowances 

for separating mails at third-class post offices, as provided by 
law. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1054.) 

84. Clerk hire for third-class postmasters on leave without 
pay for military purposes.-Where postmasters at offices of 
the third class are granted leave without pay for military pur-
poses, the Postmaster General may allow, in addition to the 
maximum amounts which may otherwise be allowed such offices 
for clerk hire, in accordance with law, an amount not to exceed 
50 per centum of the salary of the postmaster. (Oct. 3, 1917, 
e. 63, § 1109, 40 Stat. 329.) 

85. Appointment and assignment of clerks.-The appoint-
ment and assignment of clerks at first and second class post 
offices shall be so made during each fi.scal year as not to in-
volve a greater aggregate expenditure than the sum appro-

priated. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, 1 1, 39 Stat. 1060; Apr. 24, 1920, 
C. 161, 1 1, 41 Stat. 577.) 

86. Salaries of employees other than in automatic grades 

at offices of first class; computation.-At offices of the first 
class the annual salaries of the employees, other than those in 
the automatic grades, shall be in even hundreds of dollars, 
based on the gross postal receipts for the preceding calendar 

year, as follows: 
Receipts $40,000, but less than $50,000-assistant postmaster, 

$2,600; superintendent of mails, $2,400. Receipts $50,000, but 
less than $60,000-assistant postmaster, $2,600; superintendent 
of mails, $2,400. Receipts $60,000, but less than $75,000-as-

sistant postmaster, $2,600; superintendent of mails, $2,400. Re-
ceipts $75,000, but less than $90,000-assistant postmaster, 
$2,700; superintendent of mails, $2,500. Receipts $90,000, but 
less than $120,000-assistant postmaster, $2,700; superintendent 

of mails, $2,600; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $120,000, but less 
than $150,000-assistant postmaster, $2,800; superintendent of 
mails, $2,700; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $150,000, but less than 

$200,000-assistant postmaster, $2,900; superintendent of mails, 
$2,800; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $200,000, but less than $250,-
000-assistant postmaster, $3,000; superintendent of mails, 
$2,900; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $250,000, but less than $300,-
000-assistant postmaster, $3,100; superintendent of mails, 

$3,000; assistant superintendent of mails, $2,600; foremen, 
$2,500. Receipts $300,000, but less than $400,000-assistant 
postmaster, $3,200; superintendent of mails, $3,100; assistant 
superintendent of mails, $2,600; foremen, $2,500. Receipts 

$400,000, but less than $500,000-assistant postmaster, $3,300; 
superintendent of mails, $3,200; assistant superintendent of 

mails, $2,600; foremen, $2,500. Receipts $500,000, but less than 

$600,000-assistant postmaster, $3,500; superintendent of mails, 
$3,300; assistant superintendent of mails, $2,600; foremen, 
$2,500; postal cashier, $2,900; money-order cashier, $2,600. Re-

ceipts $600,000, but less than $1,000,000-assistant postmaster, 

$3,700; superintendent of mails, $3,500; assistant superintend-
ent of mails, $2,800; foremen, $2,500; postal cashier, $3,100; 
money-order cashier, $2,800. Receipts $1,000,000, but less than 
$2,000,000-assistant postmaster, $3,900; superintendent of 
mails, $3,700; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,700, $2,800, 
and $3,100; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; postal cashier, $3,300; 
assistant cashiers, $2,600; money-order cashier, $3,000; book-

keepers, $2,400; station examiners, $2,400. Receipts $2,000,000, 
but less than $3,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,000; superin-

tendent of mails, $3,800; assistant superintendents of mails, 
$2,700, $2,800, $3,000, and $3,300; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; 
postal cashier, $3,400; assistant cashiers, $2,600 and $2,900; 
money-order cashier, $3,100; bookkeepers, $2,400 and $2,500; 
station examiners, $2,600. Receipts $3,000,000, but less than 
$5,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,100; superintendent of 
mails, $3,900; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,700, $2.800, 
$3,100, and $3,500; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; postal cashier, 
$3,600; assistant cashiers, $2,600, $2,800, and $3,100; money-
order cashier, $3,300; bookkeepers, $2,400 and $2,500; station 
examiners, $2,600 and $2,800. Receipts, $5,000,000, but less 
than $7,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4.300; superintendent of 
mails, $4,100; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,700, $2,S00, 
$3,100. $3,300, and $3,700; foremen, $2,500 and $2,600; postal 
cashier, $3,800; assistant cashiers, $2,600, $2,900, and $3,100; 
money-order cashier, $3,500; bookkeepers, $2,400, $2,500, and 
$2.600; station examiners, $2,600 and $2,800. Receipts $7,000,-

000, but less than $9,000,000-assistant postmaster, $4,600: su-
perintendent of mails, $4,300; assistant superintendents of 
mails, $2,700, $2,800, $3,100, $3,500, and $3,900; foremen, $2.500 
and $2.000; postal cashier, $4,000; assistant cashiers, $2,600, 
$2,800, $3,100, and $3,400; money-order cashier, $3,600; book-
keepers, $2,400, $2,500, and $2,600; station examiners, $2,600 
and $2,300. Receipts $9,000,000, but less than $20.000,000-as-
sistant postmasters, $4,700 and $4,800; superintendent of mails, 
$4,500; assistant superintendents of mails, $2,800, $2,900, $3,100, 
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$3,500. $3.700, and $4.100; foremen, $2,500, $2,600, and $2,700;
postal cashier, $1.100: assistant cashiers, $2,600, $2,800, $3,200,
and S3,600; money-order cashier, $3,700; bookkeepers, $2,400,
$2,500, $2,600, and $2,800; station examiners, $2,600 and $2,800.
Receipts $20,000,000 and upward,-assistant postmasters, $4,800
and $4,900; superintendent of mails, $4,700; assistant superin-
tendents of mails, $2,800, $2,900, $3,100, $3,500, $3,900, and
$4,10)0: superintendent of delivery, $4,700; assistant superin-

tendents of delivery, $2,800, $2,900, $3,100, $3,500, $3,900, and
$4,100; foremen, $2,500, $2,600, and $2,700; superintendent of
registry, $4,300; assistant superintendents of registry, $2,800,
$2,900, $3,100, $3,500, and $4,100; superintendent of money
order, $4,300; assistant superintendent of money order, $4,100;
auditor, $4,000; postal cashier, $4,300; assistant cashiers,
$2,600, $2,800, $3,100, $3,300, and $3,800; money-order cashier,
$3,900; bookkeepers, $2,400, $2,600, $2,800, and $3,300; station
examiners. $2,600, $2,800, and $3,000. (Mar. 2, 1889, c. 374, § 1,
25 Stat. 841; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32 Stat. 1166; May 27,
1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat.
1062; Feb. 28, 1919, c. 69, § 2, 40 Stat. 1199; Feb. 28, 1925,
c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1056.)

87. Number of assistant postmasters at certain first-class
post offices.-Not more than two assistant postmasters shall be

employed at offices where the receipts are $9,000,000 and up-
ward. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)

88. Assistant postmasters at second-class offices; salaries;
computation.-At offices of the second class the annual salaries
of assistant postmasters shall be in even hundreds of dollars,

based on the gross postal receipts for the preceding calendar
year, as follows: $8,000, but less than $10,000, $2,200; $10,000,
but less than $12,000, $2,200; $12,000, but less than $15,000,
$2,200; $15,000, but less than $18,000, $2,300; $18,000, but less
than $22,000, $2,300; $22,000, but less than $27,000, $2,400;

$27,000, but less than $33,000, $2,400; $33,000, but less than
$40,000, $2,500. (Mar. 2, 1889, e. 374, G 1, 25 Stat. 814; Feb. 28,

1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1056.)
89. Assistant postmasters at certain third-class offices.-

The Postmaster General may in the disbursement of the ap-
propriation for clerical services at third-class post offices and

within its limitation provide for the employment at a salary
of $900 per annum, unless increased under section 676 of Title
5, of assistant postmasters at post offices of the third class

where the salary of the postmaster is $2,200 or $2,300 per an-
num. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1063; June 5, 1920,

c. 254, 41 Stat. 1052; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1053.)
90. Salaries of supervisory employees at Washington post

office.-In fixing the salaries of the supervisory employees in

the post office at Washington, District of Columbia, the Post-

master General may, in his discretion, add not to exceed 75

per centum to the gross receipts of that office (Feb. 28, 1925,

c. 368, § 3, 4.3 Stat. 1058.)
91. Number of assistant superintendents of mails, delivery,

registry, and assistant cashiers to be paid maximum sal-

aries.-Not more than one assistant superintendent of mails,

one assistant superintendent of delivery, one assistant super-

intendent of registry, and one assistant cashier shall be paid

the maximum salary provided for these positions, except where
receipts are $9,000,000 and less than $14,000,000, to which

offices two assistant superintendents of mail shall be assigned

at the maximum salary, one to be in charge of city delivery.

(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)
92. Employees in charge of records and adjustment of ac-

counts in State depositories for surplus postal funds and

central accounting offices; increased salaries.-At State deposi-

tories for surplus postal funds and central accounting offices,

where the gross receipts are less than $500,000, and no postal

cashier is provided, the employee in charge of such records
.- A ,-n,,,,,, *, *h. honvtinta shall b e allowed an increase

of $200 per annum; if receipts are $500.000 and less than
$5,000,000, the postal cashier shall be allowed an increase of
$200 per annum. At all central accounting offices where the
bookkeeper in charge performs the duties of auditor, he shall
be designated chief bookkeeper, at a salary equal to that of
the assistant cashier of the highest grade at that office. (Feb.
28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)

93. Superintendents of classified stations; salaries; basis.-
The salary of superintendents of classified stations shall be based
on the number of employees assigned thereto and the annual
postal receipts. No allowance shall be made for sales of stamps
to patrons residing outside of the territory of the stations.
At classified stations each $25,000 of postal receipts shall be
considered equal to one additional employee. (Feb. 28, 1925,
c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1057.)

94. Same; salaries; rates.-At classified stations the salary
of the superintendent shall be as follows: One and not exceed-
ing five employees, $2,400; six and not exceeding eighteen em-
ployees, $2,500; nineteen and not exceeding thirty-two em-
ployees, $2,600; thirty-three and not exceeding forty-four em-
ployees, $2,700; forty-five and not exceeding sixty-four em-
ployees, $2,800; sixty-five and not exceeding ninety employees,
$2,900; ninety-one and not exceeding one hundred and twenty
employees, $3,000; one hundred and twenty-one and not exceed-
ing one hundred and fifty employees, $3,100; one hundred and
fifty-one and not exceeding three hundred and fifty employees,
$3,300; three hundred and fifty-one and not exceeding five hun-
dred employees, $3,500; five hundred and one or more em-
ployees, $3,800. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1057.)

95. Assistant superintendents of classified stations; sal-
aries.-At classified stations having forty-five or more employees
there shall be assistant superintendents of stations with sal-
aries as follows: Forty-five and not exceeding sixty-four em-
ployees, $2,400; sixty-five and not exceeding ninety employees,
$2,500; ninety-one and not exceeding one hundred and twenty
employees, $2,600; one hundred and twenty-one and not ex-
ceeding one hundred and fifty employees, $2,700; one hundred
and fifty-one and not exceeding three hundred and fifty em-
ployees, $2,900; three hundred and fifty-one and not exceeding
five hundred employees, $3,100; five hundred and one employees
and upward, $3,400. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)

96. Superintendents of delivery and assistant superintend-
ents of delivery at certain post offices; salaries.-At post offices
where the receipts are $14,000,000 but less than $20,000,000,
there shall be a superintendent of delivery whose salary shall
be the same as that provided for the superintendent of mails,
and assistant superintendents of delivery at the salaries pro-
vided for assistant superintendents of mails. (Feb. 28, 1925,
c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)

97. Promotion of supervisory employees on advancement of
office to higher grade.-When an office advances to a higher
grade because of increased gross postal receipts for a calendar
year, promotion of all supervisory employees shall be made to
the corresponding grade at the higher salary provided for the
same titles or designations under the higher classification of the
office based on.its postal receipts. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3,
43 Stat. 1058.)

98. Minimum of salaries of employees in supervisory
grades.-No employee in the supervisory grades shall receive a
salary less than $100 more than that paid to the highest grade
of clerk or special clerk. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 3, 43 Stat.
1058.)

99. Expenses of supervisory emiployees.-Supervisory em-
ployees of post offices shall be paid their actual expenses as
fixed by law. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.)

100. Grades of certain employees designated by titles for
which more than one grade of salary is provided.-In the re-
adjustment of salaries of all employees above the highest grade

§ 100

a

U - - -- -- --

1241 TITLE 39.-THE P OSTAL SERVICE § 100 

$3,500. $3.700, and $4.100; foremen, $2,500, $2,600, and $2,700; 
postal cashier, $1.100 assistant cashiers, $2,600, $2,800, $3,200, 
arid $:3,600; money-order cashier, $3,700; bookkeepers, $2,400, 
$2,500, $2,600, and $2,S00 station examiners, $2,600 and $2,800. 

Receipts $20,000,000 and upward,-assistant postmasters, $4,800 
and $4,900; superintendent of mails, $4,700; assistant superin-
tendents of mails, $2,800, $2,900, $3,100, $3,500, $3,900, and 
$4,100; superintendent of delivery, $4,700; assistant superin-
tendents of delivery, $2,800, $2,900, $3,100, $3,500, $3,900, and 
$4,100; foremen, $2,500, $2,600, and $2,700; superintendent of 
registry, $4,300; assistant superintendents of registry, $2,800, 

$2,900, $3,100, $3,500, and $4,100; superintendent of money 
order, $4,300; assistant superintendent of money order, $4,100; 
auditor, $4,000; postal cashier, $4,300; assistant cashiers, 
$2,600, $2,800, $3,100, $3,300. and $3,800; money-order cashier, 

$3,900; bookkeepers, $2,400, $2,600, $2,800, and $3,300; station 
examiners. $2,600, $2,800. and $3,000. (Mar. 2, 1889, C. 374, § 1, 

25 Stat. 841; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009. § 1, 32 Stat. 1166; May 27, 
1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 
1062; Feb. 28, 1919, e. 69, § 2, 40 Stat. 1199; Feb. 28, 1925, 

c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1056.) 
87. Number of assistant postmasters at certain first-class 

post offices.-Not more than two assistant postmasters shall be 
employed at offices where the receipts are $9,000,000 and up-

ward. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368. § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 
88. Assistant postmasters at second-class offices; salaries; 

computation.-At offices of the second class the annual salaries 

of assistant postmasters shall be in even hundreds of dollars, 
based on the gross postal receipts for the preceding calendar 
year, as follows: $8,000, but less than $10,000, $2,200; $10,000, 
but less than $12,000, $2,200; $12,000, but less than $15,000, 
$2,200; $15,000, but less than $18,000, $2,300; $18,000, but less 
than $22,000, $2,300; $22,000, but less than $27,000, $2,400; 
$27,000, but less than $33,000, $2,400; $33,000, but less than 
$40,000, $2,500. (Mar. 2, 1889, e. 374, 1, 25 Stat. 814; Feb. 28, 
1925, c. 368, 1 3, 43 Stat. 1056.) 

89. Assistant postmasters at certain third-class offices.-
The Postmaster General may in the disbursement of the ap-
propriation for clerical services at third-class post offices and 
within its limitation provide for the employment at a salary 

of $900 per annum, unless increased under section 676 of Title 
5, of assistant postmasters at post offices of the third class 
where the salary of the postmaster is $2,200 or $2,300 per an-
num. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1063; June 5, 1920, 
c. 254, 41 Stat. 1052; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 1, 43 Stat. 1053.) 

90. Salaries of supervisory employees at Washington post 

office.-in fixing the salaries of the supervisory employees in 
the post office at Washington, District of Columbia, the Post-

master General may, in his discretion, add not to exceed 75 
per centum to the gross receipts of that office. (Feb. 28, 1925, 

c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 
91. Number of assistant superintendents of mails, delivery, 

registry, and assistant cashiers to be paid maximum sal-
aries.-Not more than one assistant superintendent of mails, 

one assistant superintendent of delivery, one assistant super-

intendent of registry, and one assistant cashier shall be paid 
the maximum salary provided for these positions, except where 

receipts are $9,000,000 and less than $14,000,000, to which 
offices two assistant superintendents of mail shall be assigned 
at the maximum salary, one to be in charge of city delivery. 

(Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 
92. Employees in charge of records and adjustment of ac-

counts in State depositories for surplus postal funds and 

central accounting offices; increased salaries.-At State deposi-
tories for surplus postal funds and central accounting offices, 

where the gross receipts are less than $500,000, and no postal 
cashier is provided, the employee in charge of such records 

and adjustments of the accounts shall be allowed an increase 

of $200 per annum; if receipts are $500.000 and less than 
$5,000,000, the postal cashier shall be allowed an increase of 
$200 per annum. At all central accounting offices where the 
bookkeeper in charge performs the duties of auditor, he shall 
be designated chief bookkeeper, at a salary equal to that of 
the assistant cashier of the highest grade at that office. (Feb. 
28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 

93. Superintendents of classified stations; salaries; basis.-
The salary of superintendents of classified stations shall be based 
on the number of employees assigned thereto and the animal 
postal receipts. No allowance shall be made for sales of stamps 
to patrons residing outside of the territory of the stations. 
At classified stations each $25,000 of postal receipts shall be 
considered equal to one additional employee. (Feb. 28, 1925, 

c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1057.) 
94. Same; salaries; rates.-At classified stations the salary 

of the superintendent shall be as follows: One and not exceed-
ing five employees, $2,400; six and not exceeding eighteen em-
ployees, $2,500; nineteen and not exceeding thirty-two em-
ployees, $2,600; thirty-three and not exceeding forty-four em-
ployees, $2,700; forty-five and not exceeding sixty-four em-

ployees, $2,800; sixty-five and not exceeding ninety employees, 
$2.900; ninety-one and not exceeding one hundred and twenty 
employees, $3,000; one hundred and twenty-one and not exceed-
ing one hundred and fifty employees, $3,100; one hundred and 
fifty-one and not exceeding three hundred and fifty employees, 
$3,300; three hundred and fifty-one and not exceeding five hun-

dred employees, $3,500; five hundred and one or more em-

ployees, $3,800. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1057.) 
95. Assistant superintendents of classified stations; sal-

aries.-At classified stations having forty-five or more employees 
there shall be assistant superintendents of stations with sal-
aries as follows: Forty-five and not exceeding sixty-four em-

ployees, $2,400; sixty-five and not exceeding ninety employees, 

$2,500; ninety-one and not exceeding one hundred and twenty 
employees, $2,600; one hundred and twenty-one and not ex-
ceeding one hundred and fifty employees, $2,700; one hundred 
and fifty-one and not exceeding three hundred and fifty em-
ployees, $2,900; three hundred and fifty-one and not exceeding 
live hundred employees, $3,100; five hundred and one employees 
and upward, $3,400. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 

96. Superintendents of delivery and assistant superintend-
ents of delivery at certain post offices; salaries.-At post offices 
where the receipts are $14,000,000 but less than $20,000,000, 

there shall be a superintendent of delivery whose salary shall 

be the same as that provided for the superintendent of mails, 
and assistant superintendents of delivery at the salaries pro-

vided for assistant superintendents of mails. (Feb. 28, 1925, 

c. 368, § 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 
97. Promotion of supervisory employees on advancement of 

office to higher grade.-When an office advances to a higher 
grade because of increased gross postal receipts for a calendar 
year, promotion of all supervisory employees shall be made to 
the corresponding grade at the higher salary provided for the 
same titles or designations under the higher classification of the 

office based on its postal receipts. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 3, 

43 Stat. 1058.) 
98. Minimum of salaries of employees in supervisory 

grades.-No employee in the supervisory grades shall receive a 

salary less than $100 more than that paid to the highest grade 
of clerk or special clerk. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 3, 43 Stat. 

1058.) 
99. Expenses of supervisory eiiployees.-Supervisory em-

ployees of post offices shall be paid their actual expenses as 
fixed by law. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat 1055.) 

100. Grades of certain employees designated by titles for 
which more than one grade of salary is provided.-In the re-

adjustment of salaries of all employees above the highest grade 
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for special clerks, those designated on December 31, 1924, by
titles for which more than one grade of salary is provided shall
be placed in the same relative grade and designation and re-
ceive the increased salary provided for. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,
§ 3, 43 Stat. 1058.)

101. Messengers, watchmen, and laborers in first and sec-
ond class post offices; grades; salaries; promotion; substitute
watchmen, etc.; pay.-Messengers, watchmen, and laborers in
first and second class post offices shall be divided into two
grades, as follows: First grade, salary $1,500; second grade,
salary $1,600. Watchmen, messengers, and laborers shall be
promoted to the second grade after one year's satisfactory
service in grade 1. The pay of substitute watchmen, messen-
gers, and laborers shall be at the rate of 55 cents per hour.
(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 5, 43 Stat. 1060.)

102. Excess of number of clerks appropriated for for par-
titular grades.-The Postmaster General to carry out the pro-
visions of this chapter may exceed the number of clerks appro-
priated for for particular grades. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1,
39 Stat. 1002; Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 577.)

103. Clerks in first and second class post offices and letter
carriers in City Delivery Service; grades; salaries; readjust-
ment of grades.-Clerks in first and second class post offices
and letter carriers in the City Delivery Service shall be divided
into five grades as follows: First grade-salary, $1,700; second
grade-salary, $1,800; third grade-salary, $1,900; fourth
grade-salary, $2,000; fifth grade-salary, $2,100. In the read-
justment of grades for clerks at first and second class post
offices and letter carriers in the City Delivery Service to con-
form to the grades herein provided, each of the various grades
shall include the grade of the same number existing on Decem-
ber 31, 1924 (Mar. 2, 107, e. 2513, 34 Stat. 1206; Feb. 28,
1925, e. 368, 1 4, 43 Stat. 1059.)

104. Substitute clerks in first and second lass offices and
substitute letter carriers appointed regular clerks or carriers;
credit for time served as substitutes.-Substitute clerks in first
and seeond class post offices and substitute letter carriers in the
City Delivery Service when appointed regular clerks or carriers
shall have credit for actual time served on a basis of one year
for each three hundred and six days of eight hours served as
substitute, and appointed to the grade to which such clerk or
carrier would have progressed had his original appointment as
substitute been to grade 1. (Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 796;
Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 Stat 1059.)

145. Substitute clerks at other than first and secod class
offices; other temporary employees-Except as otherwise pro-
vided substitute clerks when assigned to perform the work of
regular employees absent on vacations, or when performing
auxiliary or temporary work, shall be paid at the rate of 30
cents an hour unless increased under section 676 of Title 5.
Other temporary employees connected with the Postal Serv-
ice shall be paid at the usual rate for each day's service.
(Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1213; Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37
Stat. 796.)

106. Salaries of carriers and substitutes in Village Delivery
Service.-The pay of carriers in the Village Delivery Service,
under such rules and regulations as the Postmaster General
may prescribe, shall be from $1,150 to $1,350 per annum. The
pay of substitute letter carriers in the Village Delivery Service
shall be at the rate of 50 cents per hour. (Feb. 28, 1925, c.
368, I 10, 43 Stat. 1064.)

107. Credit to postal employees and substitute postal em-
ployees for time served in military, naval, or marine service.-
Postal employees and substitute postal employees who served
in the military, marine, or naval service of the United States
during the World War and have not reached the maximum
grade of salary shall receive credit for all time served in the
mlitary, marine, or naval service on the basis of one day's

credit of eight hours In the Postal Service for each day served

in the military, marine, or naval service, and be promoted to

the grade to which such postal employee or substitute postal

employee would have progressed had his original appointment

as substitute been to grade 1. This provision shall apply to

postal employees and substitute postal employees who were in

the Postal Service on October 1, 1920. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,

§ 11, 43 Stat. 1065.)
108. Promotion of clerks in first and second class offices and

letter carriers in City Delivery Service.-Clerks in first and
second class post offices and letter carriers in the City Delivery
Service shall be promoted successively after one year's satis-
factory service in each grade to the next higher grade until
they reach the fifth grade. All promotions shall be made at the
beginning of the quarter following one year's satisfactory serv-
ice in the grade. (Feb. 21, 1879, c. 95, § 4, 20 Stat. 317; Aug. 2,
1882, e. 373, 5 2, 22 Stat. 185; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 Stat.
1050.

109. Same.-No promotion shall be made except upon evi-
dence satisfactory. to the Post Office Department of the effi-
ciency and faithfulness of the employee during the preceding
year. The Post Office Department may reduce a clerk or car-
rier from a higher to a lower grade whenever his efficiency
falls below a fair standard or whenever necessary for pur-
poses of discipline. Clerks and carriers of the highest grade in
their respective offices shall be eligible for promotion to the
higher positions in said post offices. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34
Stat. 1208.)

110. Special clerks; grades; salaries; adjustment of grades;
promotion.-There shall be two grades of special clerks, as
follows: First grade-salary, $2,200; second grade-salary,
$2,300. In the adjustment of grades for special clerks to con-
form to the grades herein provided special clerk grade 1 shall
include grade 1 existing on December 31, 1924, and special
clerk grade 2 shall include grade 2 existing on that date. In
all special clerk promotions the senior competent employee
shall have preference. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 Stat.
1069.)

111. Special clerks; executive, finance, money-order, postal-
savings, registry, mailing, and other divisions of first-class
offices.-As a reward for faithful and meritorious service,
special clerks may be appointed In the executive, finance,
money-order, postal-savings, registry, mailing, and other
divisions of first-class post offices. Clerks in the executive,
finance, money-order, postal-savings, registry, and other divi-
sions of first-class post offices who were designated as special
clerks, finance clerks, cashiers, foremen, bookkeepers, chief
stamp clerks, chief mailing clerks, and stenographers on June
30, 1920, and who were, on and after July 1, 1920, assigned as
clerks of grade 5 shall, unless they were demoted for cause, be
given the designation and status of special clerks, and assigned
to the first or second grade. Clerks who have been designated
as special clerks shall not be demoted except for cause. (July
21, 1921, c. 50, § 2, 42 Stat. 144.)

112. Auxiliary and substitute employees.-Auxiliary em-
ployees may be employed at offices of the first and second
classes and in the City Delivery Service. Such employees shall
be required to work not less than two hours daily, and may
serve as substitutes and shall be eligible for appointment as
clerks and carriers of the first grade.

Substitutes may be employed who shall be eligible for ap-
pointment as auxiliary employees and as clerks and carriers of
the first grade. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1206.)

113. Pay of substitute, temporary, or auxiliary clerks at
first and second class offices and substitute letter carriers in
City Delivery Service.-The pay of substitute, temporary, or
auxiliary clerks at first and second class post offices and sub-
stitute letter carriers in the City Delivery Service shall hbe at
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for special clerks, those designated on December 31, 1924, by 
titles for which more than one grade of salary is provided shall 
be placed in the same relative grade and designation and re-
ceive the increased salary provided for. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 
§ 3, 43 Stat. 1058.) 

101. Messengers, watchmen, and laborers in first and sec-
ond class post offices; grades; salaries; promotion; substitute 
watchmen, etc.; pay.-Messengers, watchmen, and laborers in 

first and second class post offices shall be divided into two 
grades, as follows: First grade, salary $1,500; second grade, 
salary $1,600. Watchmen, messengers, and laborers shall be 
promoted to the second grade after one year's satisfactory 
service in grade 1. The pay of substitute watchmen, messen-
gers, and laborers shall be at the rate of 55 cents per hour. 
(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 5, 43 Stat. 1060.) 

102. Excess of number of clerks appropriated for for par-

. titular grades.-The Postmaster General to carry out the pro-
visions of this chapter may exceed the number of clerks appro-
priated for for particular grades. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 
39 Stat. 1002; Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 577.) 

103. Clerks in first and second class post offices and letter 
carriers in City Delivery Service; grades; salaries; readjust-
ment of grades.-Clerks in first and second class post offices 
and letter carriers in the City Delivery Service shall be divided 
into five grades as follows: First grade-salary, $1,700; second 

grade-salary, $1,800; third grade-salary, $1,900; fourth 
grade-salary, $2,000; fifth grade-salary, $2,100. In the read-
justment of grades for clerks at first and second class post 
offices and letter carriers in the City Delivery Service to con-
form to the grades herein provided, each of the various grades 
shall include the grade of the same number existing on Decem-
ber 31, 1924. (Mar. 2, 1907, e. 2513, 34 Stat. 1206; Feb. 28, 
1925, e. 368, 4, 43 Stat. 1059.) 

104. Substitute clerks in first and second class offices and 
substitute letter carriers appointed regular clerks or carriers; 
credit for time served as substitutes.-Substitute clerks in fine 

and second class post offices and substitute letter carriers in the 
City Delivery Service when appointed regular clerks or carriers 
shall have credit for actual time served on a basis of one year 
for each three hundred and six days of eight hours served as 

substitute, and appointed to the grade to which such clerk or 
carrier would have progressed had his original appointment as 
substitute been to grade 1. (Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 87 Stat. 796; 
Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 Stat. 1059.) 

MC Substitute clerks at other than first and second class 
offices; other temporary employees.-Except as otherwise pro-
vided substitute clerks when assigned to perform the work of 
regular employees absent on vacations, or when performing 
auxiliary or temporary work, shall be paid at the rate of 30 
cents an hour unless Increased under section 676 of Title 5. 
Other temporary employees connected with the Postal Serv-
ice shall be paid at the usual rate for each day's service. 

(Mar. 2, 1907, e. 2513, 34 Stat. 1213; Mar. 4, 1913, c.. 143, 37 
Stat. 796.) 

106. Salaries of carriers and substitutes in Village Delivery 
Service.-The pay of carriers in the Village Delivery Service, 

under such rules and regulations as the Postmaster General 
may prescribe, shall be from $1,150 to $1,350 per annum. The 
pay of substitute letter carriers in the Village Delivery Service 
shall be at the rate of 50 cents per hour. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 
368, I 10, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

107. Credit to postal employees and substitute postal em-
ployees for time served in military, naval, or marine service.-
Postal employees and substitute postal employees who served 
in the military, marine, or naval service of the United States 

during the World War and have not reached the maximum 
grade of salary shall receive credit for all time served in the 
military, marine, or naval service on the basis of one day's 

credit of eight hours in the Postal Service for each day served 
in the military, marine, or naval service, and be promoted to 
the grade to which such postal employee or substitute postal 

employee would have progressed had his original appointment 
as substitute been to grade 1. This provision shall apply to 
postal employees and substitute postal employees who were in 
the Postal Service on October 1, 1920. (Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, 

§ 11, 43 Stat. 1065.) 
108. Promotion of clerks in first and second class offices and 

letter carriers in City Delivery Service.-Clerks in first and 

second class post offices and letter carriers in the City Delivery 
Service shall be promoted successively after one year's satis-

factory service in each grade to the next higher grade until 
they reach the fifth grade. All promotions shall be made at the 
beginning of the quarter following one year's satisfactory serv-
ice in the grade. (Feb. 21, 1879, c. 95, § 4, 20 Stat. 317; Aug. 2, 
1882, e. 373, § 2, 22 Stat. 185; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 4, 43 Stat. 

1050. 

109. Same.-No promotion shall be made except upon evi-

dence satisfactory to the Post Office Department of the effi-
ciency and faithfulness of the employee during the preceding 
year. The Post Offiee Department may reduce a clerk or car-
rier from a higher to a lower grade whenever his efficiency 
falls below a fair standard or whenever necessary for pur-
poses of discipline. Clerks and carriers of the highest grade in 
their respective offices 41101 be eligible for promotion to the 
higher positions in said post offices. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 

Stat. 1206.) 

110. Special clerks; grades; salaries; adjustment of grades; 
promotion.-There shall be two grades of special clerks, as 
follows: First grade-salary, $2,200; second grade-salary, 
$2,300. In the adjustment of grades for special clerks to con-
form to the grades herein provided special clerk grade 1 shall 
include grade 1 existing on December 31, 1924, and special 
clerk grade 2 shall include grade 2 existing on that date. In 

all special clerk promotions the senior competent employee 
shall have preference. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 Stat. 
1059.) 

111. Special clerks; executive, finance, money-order, postal-
savings, registry, mailing, and other divisions of first-class 

offices.-As a reward for faithful and meritorious service, 
special clerks may be appointed in the executive, finance, 
money-order, postal-savings, registry, mailing, and other 

divisions of first-class post offices. Clerks in the executive, 
finance, money-order, postal-savings, registry, and other divi-
sions of first-class post offices who were designated as special 
clerks, finance clerks, cashiers, foremen, bookkeepers, chief 
stamp clerks, chief mailing clerks, and stenographers on June 
30, 1920, and who were, on and after July 1, 1920, assigned as 
clerks of grade 5 shall, tmress they were demoted for cause, be 

given the designation and status of special clerks, and assigned 
to the first or second grade. Clerks who have been designated 
as special clerks shall not be demoted except for cause. (July 
21, 1921, C. 50, § 2, 42 Stat. 144.) 

112. Auxiliary and substitute employees.-Auxillary em-
ployees may be employed at offices of the first and second 
classes and in the City Delivery Service. Such employees shall 
be required to work not less than two hours daily, and may 
serve as substitutes and shall be eligible for appointment as 
clerks and carriers of the first grade. 

Substitutes may be employed who shall be eligible for ap-
pointment as auxiliary employees and as clerks and carriers of 
the 'first grade. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1206.) 

113. Pay of substitute, temporary, or auxiliary clerks at 
first and second class offices and substitute letter carriers in 
City Delivery Service.-The pay of substitute, temporary, or 
auxiliary clerks at first and second class post offices and sub-

stitute letter carriers in the City Delivery Service shall be at 
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the rate of C; cents per hour. (Mar. 9, 1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 299;
July 27. 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 412; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,

§ 4. 43 St;It. 10.9.)
114. No distinction in salary between carriers assigned to

collection and to delivery duty.-There shall be no distinction
iil salary made between letter carriers assigned to collection
duty and letter carriers assigned to delivery duty. (July 28,

1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 417.)
115. Salaries of marine carriers assigned to Detroit River

Marine Service.-Marine carriers assigned to the Detroit River

Marine Service shall be paid an annual salary of $300 in excess

of the highest salary paid carriers in the City Delivery Service.

(July 23, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 417; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1
4. 43 Stat. 1059.)

116. Employees in motor-vehicle service; classiieation; sal-

aries; grades; readjustment; promotion; pay of substitutes;

hours of work of certain employees; overtime pay.-Employees
iu the motor-vehicle service shall be classified as follows:

Superintendents, $2,400, $2,600, $2,800, $3,000, $3,400, $3,600,

$3,S00, $4,000, and $5,000 per annum; assistant superintendents,

$2,)0., $2.600, and $2,800 per annum; chiefs of records, $2,200,

$2,30;(, $2.400, $2,500, $2,600, $2,800, and $3,000; chiefs of sup-

plies, $2,200, $2,300, and $2,400; chief dispatchers, $2,300 and

$2,500; route supervisors, $2,400, $2,500, and $2,600; dispatchers,

$2,100, $2,200, and $2,300; chief mechanics, $2,400, $2,500,
$2,600, $2,800, and $3,000; mechanics in charge, $2,200, $2,300,

and $2,400, and special mechanics, $2,100, $2,200, and $2,300.

Assistant superintendents shall not be authorized at offices

where the salary of the superintendent is less than $3,000 per

annum. General mechanics employed in the motor-vehicle

service shall be divided into three grades: First grade, salary

$1,900; second grade, salary $2,000; third grade, salary $2,100;

and clerks employed in the motor-vehicle service shall be

divided into five grades, as follows: First grade, salary $1,700;

second grade, salary $1,800; third grade, salary $1,900; fourth

grade, salary $2,000; fifth grade, salary $2,100. In the readjust-
ment of grades for clerks in the motor-vehicle service to con-

form to the grades above provided, each of the various grades

shall include the grade of the same number existing on Decem-

ber 31, 1924. General mechanics employed in the motor-vehicle

service shall be promoted successively after one year's satis-

factory service in each grade to the next higher grade until

they reach the third grade, and clerks employed in the motor-

vehicle service shall be promoted successively after one year's

satisfactory service in each grade to the next higher grade until

they reach the fifth grade, at the respective offices where em-

ployed, and promotion shall be made at the beginning of the
quarter following one year's satisfactory service in the grade.

At first-class post offices there shall be two grades of special

clerks in the motor-vehicle service-grade 1, salary $2,200;

grade 2, salary $2,300. In the readjustment of grades for

special clerks to conform to the grades herein provided, special

clerk, grade 1, shall include special clerk, grade 1, existing

on December 31, 1924, and special clerk, grade 2, shall include

special clerk, grade 2, existing on that date.
Mechanics' helpers employed in the motor-vehicle service shall

receive a salary of $1,600 per annum. On satisfactory evidence

of their qualifications after one year's service mechanics' help-

ers shall be promoted to the first grade of general mechanics

as vacancies may occur.
Driver-mtehanics employed in the motor-vehicle service shall

be divided into five grades: First grade, salary $1,600; second

grade, salary $1,700: third grade, salary $1,800; fourth grade,

salary $1,900; fifth grade, salary $2,000; and garagemen-drivers

employed in the motor-vehicle service shall be divided into two

grades: First grade, salary $1,550; second grade, salary $1,650.

In the readjustment of salaries provided for in this title all

driver-mechanics shall be classified in the respective grades as
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follows: Those with less than one year's service shall be placed
in grade 1; those with more than one year's service and less
than two years' service shall be placed in grade 2; those with

more than two years' service and less than three years' service

shall be placed in grade 3; those with more than three years'
service and less than four years' service shall be placed in

grade 4; those with more than four years' service shall be

placed in grade 5. Driver-mechanics employed in the motor-
vehicle service shall be promoted successively after one year's
satisfactory service in each grade to the next higher grade

until they reach the fifth grade at the respective offices where

employed. Garagemen-drivers in the motor-vehicle service shall

be promoted after one year's satisfactory service in the first

grade to the second grade at the respective offices where em-

ployed, and promotions of driver-mechanics and garagemen-
drivers shall be made at the beginning of the quarter following

one year's satisfactory service in the grade.
The pay of substitute, temporary, or auxiliary employees in

the motor-vehicle service shall be as follows: Special mechanics

at the rate of 75 cents per hour; general mechanics at the rate

of 70 cents per hour; clerks and driver-mechanics at the rate

of 65 cents per hour; and garagemen-drivers at the rate of 55

cents per hour.
Special mechanics, general mechanics, mechanics' helpers,

driver-mechanics, and garagemen-drivers in the motor-vehicle

service shall be required to work not more than eight hours a

day. The eight hours of service shall not extend over a longer

period than ten consecutive hours, and the schedules of duties

of the employees shall be regulated accordingly. In cases of

emergency, or if the needs of the service require, special clerks,

clerks, special mechanics, general mechanics, mechanics' help-

ers, driver-mechanics, and garagemen-drivers in the motor-

vehicle service can be required to work in excess of eight hours

per day, and for such overtime service they shall be paid on

the basis of the annual pay received by such employees. In

computing the compensation for such overtime the annual

salary or compensation for such employees shall be divided by

three hundred and six, the number of working days in the year

less all Sundays and legal holidays enumerated in section 119

of this title; the quotient thus obtained will be the daily com-

pensation which divided by eight will give the hourly com-

pensation for such overtime service. When the needs of the

service require the employment on Sundays and holidays of

route supervisors, special clerks, clerks, dispatchers, mechanics

in charge, special mechanics, general mechanics, mechanics'

helpers, driver-mechanics, and garagemen-drivers in the motor-

vehicle service, they shall be allowed compensatory time on one

day within six days next succeeding the Sunday, except the

last three Sundays in the calendar year, and on one day

within thirty days next succeeding the holiday and the last

three Sundays in the year on which service is performed:

Provided, however, That the Postmaster General may, if the

exigencies of the service require it, authorize the payment of

overtime in lieu of compensatory time for service on Sundays

and holidays. (Feb. 28, 1926, . 368, S 6, 43 Stat. 1060.)

117. Hours of work fr special clerks, clerks, and laborers
in first and second class offlie and carriers in City Delivery

Service; overtime pay.-Special clerks, clerks, and laborers, in

the first and second class post offices and carriers in the City

Delivery Service shall be required to work not more than eight
hours a day. The eight hours of service shall not extend over

a longer period than ten consecutive hours, and the schedules

of duty of the employees shall be regulated accordingly. In

eases of emergency, or if the needs of the service require, and

it is not practicable to employ substitutes, special clerks, clerks,

and laborers, in first and second class post offices and carriers

in the City Delivery Service can be required to work in excess

of eight hours per day, and for such overtime service they shall
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the rate of 65 cents per hour. (Mar. 9, 1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 299; 

July 27. 1910, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 412; Feb. 28, 1925, C. 368, 

§ 1, 13 Stat. 1059.) 

114. No distinction in salary between carriers assigned to 

collection and to delivery duty.-There shall be no distinction 

in salary made between letter carriers assigned to collection 

duty and letter carriers assigned to delivery duty. (July 28, 

1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 417.) 
115. Salaries of marine carriers assigned to Detroit River 

Marine Service.-Marine carriers assigned to the Detroit River 

Marine Service shall be paid an annual salary of $300 in excess 

of the highest salary paid carriers in the City . Delivery Service. 

(July 23, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 417; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 

4, 43 Stat. 1059.) 

116. Employees in motor-vehicle service; classification; sal-

aries; grades; readjustment; promotion; pay of substitutes; 
hours of work of certain employees; overtime pay.-Employees 

in the motor-vehicle service shall be classified as follows: 

Superintendents, $2,400, $2,600, $2,800, $3,000, $3,400, $3,600, 
$3,800, $4,000, and $5,000 per annum; assistant superintendents, 

$2,500. $2.600, and $2,800 per annum; chiefs of records, $2,200, 

$2,30.), $2.400, $2,500, $2,600, $2,800, and $3,000; chiefs of sup-

plies, $2,200, $2,300, and $2,400; chief dispatchers, $2,300 and 
$2,500; route supervisors, $2,400, $2,500, and $2,600; dispatchers, 

$2,100, $2,200, and $2,300; chief mechanics, $2,400, $2,500, 

$2,600, $2,800, and $3,000; mechanics in charge, $2,200, $2,300, 

and $2,400, and special mechanics, $2,100, $2,200, and $2,300. 

Assistant superintendents shall not be authorized at offices 
where the salary of the superintendent is less than $3,000 per 

annum. General mechanics employed in the motor-vehicle 

service shall be divided into three grades: First grade, salary 

$1,900; second grade, salary $2,000; third grade, salary $2,100; 

and clerks employed in the motor-vehicle service shall be 

divided into five grades, as follows: First grade, salary $1,700; 

second grade, salary $1,800; third grade, salary $1,900; fourth 

grade, salary $2,000; fifth grade, salary $2,100. In the readjust-

ment of grades for clerks in the motor-vehicle service to con-

form to the grades above provided, each of the various grades 
shall include the grade of the same number existing on Decem-

ber 31, 1924. General mechanics employed in the motor-vehicle 

service shall be promoted successively after one year's satis-
factory service in each grade to the next higher grade until 

they reach the third grade, and clerks employed in the motor-

vehicle service shall be promoted successively after one year's 
satisfactory service in each grade to the next higher grade until 

they reach the fifth grade, at the respective offices where em-

ployed, and promotion shall be made at the beginning of the 

quarter following one year's satisfactory service in the grade. 
At first-class post offices there shall be two grades of special 

clerks in the motor-vehicle service-grade 1, salary $2,200; 

grade 2, salary $2,300. In the readjustment of grades for 

special clerks to conform to the grades herein provided, special 

clerk, grade 1, shall include special clerk, grade I, existing 

on December 31, 1924, and special clerk, grade 2, shall include 

special clerk, grade 2, existing on that date. 
Mechanics' helpers employed in the motor-vehicle service shall 

receive a salary of $1,600 per annum. On satisfactory evidence 

of their qualifications after one year's service mechanics' help-

ers shall be promoted to the first grade of general mechanics 

as vacancies may occur. 
Driver-mechanics employed in the motor-vehicle service shall 

be divided i/Ao five grades: First grade, salary $1,600; second 
grade, salary $1,700: third grade, salary $1,800; fourth grade, 

salary $1,900; fifth grade, salary $2,000; and garagemen-drivers 
employed in the motor-vehicle service shall be divided into two 

grades: First grade, salary $1,550; second grade, salary $1,650. 
In the readjustment of salaries provided for in this title all 

driver-mechanics shall be classified in the respective grades as 

follows: Those with less than one year's service shall be placed 
in grade 1; those with more than one year's service and less 

than two years' service shall be placed in grade 2; those with 

more than two years' service and less than three years' service 

shall be placed in grade 3; those with more than three years' 

service and less than four years' service shall be placed in 

grade 4; those with more than four years' service shall be 
placed in grade 5. Driver-mechanics employed in the motor-

vehicle service shall be promoted successively after one year's 

satisfactory service in each grade to the next higher grade 

until they reach the fifth grade at the respective offices where 
employed. Garagemen-drivers in the motor-vehicle service shall 

be promoted after one year's satisfactory service in the first 

grade to the second grade at the respective offices where em-

ployed, and promotions of driver-mechanics and garagemen-
drivers shall be made at the beginning of the quarter following 

one year's satisfactory service in the grade. 
The pay of substitute, temporary, or auxiliary employees in 

the motor-vehicle service shall be as follows: Special mechanics 

at the rate of 75 cents per hour; general mechanics at the rate 
of 70 cents per hour; clerks and driver-mechanics at the rate 

of 65 cents per hour; and garagemen-drivers at the rate of 65 

cents per hour. 
Special mechanics, general mechanics, mechanics' helpers, 

driver-mechanics, and garagemen-drivers in the motor-vehicle 

service shall be required to work not more than eight hours a 
day. The eight hours of service shall not extend over a longer 

period than ten consecutive hours, and the schedules of duties 

of the employees shall be regulated accordingly. In cases of 
emergency, or if the needs of the service require, special clerks, 

clerks, special mechanics, general mechanics, mechanics' help-
ers, driver-mechanics, and garagemen-drivers in the motor-

vehicle service can be required to work in excess of eight hours 
per day, and for such overtime service they shall be paid on 

the basis of the annual pay received by such employees. In 
computing the compensation for such overtime the annual 

salary or compensation for such employees shall be divided by 
three hundred and six, the number of working days in the year 

less all Sundays and legal holidays enumerated in section 119 
of this title; the quotient thus obtained will be the daily com-
pensation which divided by eight will give the hourly com-

pensation for such overtime service. When the needs of the 
service require the employment on Sundays and holidays of 

route supervisors, special clerks, clerks, dispatchers, mechanics 

In charge, special mechanics, general mechanics, mechanics' 
helpers, driver-mechanics, and garagemen-drivers in the motor-

vehicle service, they shall be allowed compensatory time on one 

day within six days next succeeding the Sunday, except the 
last three Sundays in the calendar year, and on one day 

within thirty days next succeeding the holiday and the last 

three Sundays in the year on which service is performed: 

Provided, however, That the Postmaster General may, if the 
exigencies of the service require it, authorize the payment of 

overtime in lieu of compensatory time for service on Sundays 

and holidays. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 6, 43 Stat. 1060.) 

117. Hours of work for special clerks, clerks, and laborers 

in first and second class offices, and carriers in City Delivery 
Service; overtime pay.-Special clerks, clerks, and laborers, in 
the first and second class post offices and carriers in the City 

Delivery Service shall be required to work not more than eight 
hours a day. The eight hours of service shall not extend over 

a longer period than ten consecutive hours, and the schedules 
of duty of the employees shall be regulated accordingly. In 
eases of emergency, or if the needs of the service require, and 
it is not practicable to employ substitutes, special clerks, clerks, 

and laborers, in first' and second class post offices and carriers 

in the City Delivery Service can be required to work in excess 

of eight hours per day, and for such overtime service they shall 



§ 118 TITLE 3.-THE 1

be paid on the basis of the annual pay received by such em-
ployees. In computing compensation for such overtime the
annual salary or compensation for such employees shall be
divided by three hundred and six, the number of working days
in the year less all Sundays and legal holidays enumerated in

section 119 of this title; the quotient thus obtained will be the
daily compensation which divided by eight will give the hourly
compensation for such overtime service. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241,

§ 3, 36 Stat. 1339; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 5, 37 Stat. 554; July
28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 416; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43
Stat. 1059.)

118. Compensatory time to foremen, special clerks, carriers,
watchmen, messengers, or laborers, at first and second class
offices for work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in lieu
thereof.-When the needs of the service require the employ-
ment on Sundays and holidays of foremen, special clerks, clerks,
carriers, watchmen, messengers, or laborers at first and second
class post offices they shall be allowed compensatory time on
one day within six days next succeeding the Sunday, except
the last three Sundays in the calendar year, and on one day
within thirty days next succeeding the holiday and the last
three Sundays in the year on which service is performed:
Provided, however, That the Postmaster General may, if the
exigencies of the service require it, authorize the payment of
overtime for service on the last three Sundays in the calendar
year or on Christmas Day in lieu of compensatory time. (Mar.
3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 89 Stat. 1062; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 868, § 4, 43
Stat. 1059.)

119. Holidays in Postal Service.-For the purpose of sections
116, 118, and 616 of this title holidays shall be New Year's Day
(January 1); Washington's Birthday (February 22); Me-
mortal Day (May 30); Independence Day (July 4); the first
Monday in September, known as Labor Day; Christmas (De-
cember 25); and such other days as the President of the United
States may set apart as fast or thanksgiving days. All days,
other than the holidays enumerated herein, set aside by the
President of the United States as holidays to be observed by
the other departments of the Government throughout the United
States shall be construed as applicable to the Postal Service
in the same manner and to the same extent as the executive de-
partments. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 416; Feb. 28,
1919, c. 69, i 1, 40 Stat. 1193; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43
Stat. 1059.)

12. Compensatory time to supervisory employees.-For
services required on Sundays of supervisory officers in first
and second class post offices, compensatory time off during
working days in amount equal to that of the Sunday employ-
ment may be allowed, under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may prescribe. (Mar. 4,1911, c. 241, § 3, 86 Stat. 1339.)

121. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or
advancement to intermediate grade.-Whenever an employee
provided for in this chapter shall have been reduced in salary
for any cause, he may be restored to his former grade or ad-
vanced to an intermediate grade at the beginning of any quarter
following the reduction, and a restoration to a former grade or
advancement to an Intermediate grade shall not be construed
as a promotion within the meaning of the law prohibiting ad-
vancement of more than one grade within one year. (Feb. 28,
1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.)

122. Promotion regardless of increase of pay.-All employees
provided for in this chapter in automatic grades who have
not reached the maximum grades to which they are entitled
to progress automatically, shall be promoted at the beginning
of the quarter following the completion of one year's satis-
factory service since their last promotion, regardless of any
increases in salaries granted them by the provisions of this
chapter. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 11, 43 Stat. 1065.)
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123. Promotion of employee whose promotion witILIcMu.-

Whenever the promotion of an employee provided for in this
chapter Is withheld because of unsatisfactory service. such
employee may be promoted at the beginning of the second
quarter thereafter, or of any subsequent quarter, on evidence
that his record has been satisfactory during the intervening
period. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.)

124. Substitutes for clerks; first or second class post offices,
or carriers in City Free Delivery Service.-When any clerk in
post offices of the first or second class, or any letter carrier
in the City Free Delivery Service, is absent from duty from
any cause, other than the fifteen days' annual leave with pay
allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under such regula-
tions as he may prescribe, may authorize the employment of
a substitute for such work, and payment therefor from the
lapsed salary of such absent clerk, or letter carrier, at a rate
not to exceed the pay of the grade of work performed by such
substitute. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1480, § 1, 33 Stat. 1085.)

125. Same; employment to prevent overtime.-Whenever
practicable, in case of emergency or otherwise, if a substitute Is
available the postmaster shall not employ a regular clerk over-
time. (Feb. 28, 1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat 1192.)

126. Same; clerks subp.enaed as witnesses.-The Postmaster
General may employ substitutes in the place of clerks sub-
poenaed as witnesses in the United States courts in cases
arising under the United States laws, and expend for the
employment of such substitutes a sum equal to the compensa-
tion allowed the clerks during the time actually absent from
duty attending court. (June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 1, 30 Stat.
440.)

127. Same; carriers on annual leave.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may employ, when necessary, during the time leave of
absence is granted to letter carriers at free-delivery offices,
such number of substitute letter carriers as may be deemed
advisable. (June 27, 1884, c. 126, 23 Stat. 60.)

128. Assignment of clerks to duty.-Postmasters are author-
ized, with the approval of the Postmaster General, to assign at
any time any clerk or employee of their respective post offices
to duty in any branch thereof: Provided always, That any em-
ployee shall be paid from money-order funds for such time as
he is engaged in money-order work. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342,
§ 1, 23 Stat. 385.)

129. Transfer of clerks, carriers, etc.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may, when the interest of the service requires, transfer
any clerk to the position of carrier or any carrier to the posi-
tion of clerk and interchange the clerical force between the
post office and the motor-vehicle service, such transfer or inter-
change to be made to the corresponding grade and salary of
the clerk or carrier transferred or interchanged. (Feb. 28,
1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.)

130. Computation of service on transfer.-The time which
such clerk or carrier shall have served in the grade from
which such transfer was made shall be counted in connection
with the service to which such transfer may be made in com-
puting the time of service necessary to entitle such employees
to promotion: Provided, That no clerk or carrier shall be pro-
moted more than one grade within any one year's period of
service. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1206.)

131. No reduction in rank.-No employee in the Postal Serv-
ice shall be reduced in rank or salary as the result of the
provisions of this title. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat.
1065.)

132. Bonds of assistant postmasters and cashiers at first,
second, and third class offices.-Assistant postmasters and
cashiers at first, second, and third class post offices, and when
deemed necessary by the Postmaster General for the better
protection of the interests of the Government any other em-
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be paid on the basis of the annual pay received by such em-
ployees. In computing compensation for such overtime the 
annual salary or compensation for such employees shall he 
divided by three hundred and six, the number of working days 
in the year less all Sundays and legal holidays enumerated in 
section 119 of this title; the quotient thus obtained will be the 
daily compensation which divided by eight will give the hourly 
compensation for such overtime service. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, 
§ 3, 36 Stat. 1339; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 5, 37 Stat. 554; July 
28, 1816, c. 281, § 1, 39 Stat. 416; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 

Stat. 1059.) 
118. Compensatory time to foremen, special clerks, carriers, 

watchmen, messengers, or laborers, at first and second class 

offices for work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in lieu 
thereof.-When the needs of the service require the employ-
ment on Sundays and holidays of foremen, special clerks, clerks, 

carriers, watchmen, messengers, or laborers at first and second 
class post offices they shall be allowed compensatory time on 
one day within six days next succeeding the Sunday, except 

the last three Sundays in the calendar year, and on one day 
within thirty days next succeeding the holiday and the last 
three Sundays in the year on which service is performed: 
Provided, however, That the Postmaster General may, if the 

exigencies of the service require it, authorize the payment of 
overtime for service on the last three Sundays in the calendar 
year or on Christmas Day in lieu of compensatory time. (Mar. 
3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 89 Stat. 1062; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 4, 43 

Stat. 1059.) 
119. Holidays in Postal Serviee.-For the purpose of sections 

116, 118, and 616 of this title holidays shall be New Year's Day 
(January 1) ; Washington's Birthday (February 22).; Me-
morial Day (May 30) ; Independence Day (July 4) ; the first 
Monday in September, known as Labor Day; Christmas (De-
cember 25) ; and such other days as the President of the United 
States may set apart as fast or thanksgiving days. All days, 
other than the holidays enumerated herein, set aside by the 
President of the United States as holidays to be observed by 
the other departments of the Government throughout the United 
States shall be construed as applicable to the Postal Service 
in the same manner and to the same extent as the executive de-
partments. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 416; Feb. 28, 
1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1193; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 
Stat. 1059.) 

120. Compensatory time to supervisory employees.-For 
services required on Sundays of supervisory officers in first 
and second class post offices, compensatory time off during 
working days in amount equal to that of the Sunday employ-
ment may be allowed, under such regulations as the Postmaster 
General may prescribe. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 3, 86 Stat. 1339.) 

121. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or 
advancement to intermediate grade.-Whenever an employee 
provided for in this chapter shall have been reduced in salary 
for any cause, he may be restored to his former grade or ad-
vanced to an intermediate grade at the beginning of any quarter 
following the reduction, and a restoration to a former grade or 
advancement to an intermediate grade shall not be construed 
as a promotion within the meaning of the law prohibiting ad-

vancement of more than one grade within one year. (Feb. 28, 
1925, c. 368, f 11, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

122. Promotion regardless of increase of pay.-All employees 
provided for in this chapter in automatic grades who have 
not reached the maximum grades to which they are entitled 

to progress automatically, shall be promoted at the beginning 
of the quarter following the completion of one year's satis-
factory service since their last promotion, regardless of any 
increases in salaries granted them by the provisions of this 

chapter. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.) 

123. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld.-
Whenever the promotion of an employee provided for in this 

chapter is withheld because of unsatisfactory servioe, such 
employee may be promoted at the beginning of the second 

quarter thereafter, or of any subsequent quarter, on evidence 
that his record has been satisfactory during the intervening 
period. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

124. 'Substitutes for clerks; first or second class post offices, 
or carriers in City Free Delivery Service.-When any clerk in 
post offices of the first or second class, or any letter carrier 
in the City Free Delivery Service, is absent from duty from 
any cause, other than the fifteen days' annual leave with pay 
allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under such regula-
tions as he may prescribe, may authorize the employment of 

a substitute for such work, and payment therefor from the 
lapsed salary of such absent clerk, or letter carrier, at a rate 

not to exceed the pay of the grade of work performed by such 

substitute. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1480, f 1, 33 Stat. 1085.) 
125. Same; employment to prevent overtime.-Whenever 

practicable, in ease of emergency or otherwise, if a substitute is 

available the postmaster shall not employ a regular clerk over-
time. (Feb. 28, 1919, c. 69 f 1, 40 Stat 1192.) 

126. Same; clerks subpcenaed as witnesses.-The Postmaster 

General may employ substitutes in the place of clerks sub-
pcenaed as witnesses in the United States courts in cases 
arising under the United States laws, and expend for the 
employment of such substitutes a sum equal to the compensa-
tion allowed the clerks during the time actually absent from 
duty attending court. (June 13, 1898, e. 446, § 1, 30 Stat. 
440.) 

127. Same; carriers on annual leave.-The Postmaster Gen-

eral may employ, when necessary, during the time leave of 
absence is granted to letter carriers at free-delivery offices, 
such number of substitute letter carriers as may be deemed 
advisable. (June 27, 1884, c. 126, 23 Stat. 60.) 
12& Assignment of clerks to duty.-Postmasters are author-

ized, with the approval of the Postmaster General, to assign at 
any time any clerk or employee of their respective post offices 
to duty in any branch thereof: ProVided always, That any em-
ployee shall be paid from money-order funds for such time as 
he is engaged in money-order work. (Mar. 3, 1885, e. 342, 

1, 23 Stat. 385.) 
129. Transfer of clerks, carriers, etc.-The Postmaster Gen-

eral may, when the interest of the service requires, transfer 
any clerk to the position of carrier or any carrier to the posi-
tion of clerk and interchange the clerical force between the 
post office and the motor-vehicle service, such transfer or inter-
change to be made to the corresponding grade and salary of 
the clerk or carrier transferred or interchanged. (Feb. 28, 
1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.) 

130. Computation of service on transfer.---The time which 
such clerk or carrier shall have served in the grade from 
which such transfer was made shall be counted in connection 

with the service to which such transfer may be made in com-
puting the time of service necessary to entitle such employees 
to promotion: Provided, That no clerk or carrier shall be pro-
moted more than one grade within any one year's period of 
service. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1206.) 

131. No reduction in rank.-No employee in the Postal Serv-
ice shall be reduced in rank or salary as the result of the 
provisions of this title. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 11, 43 Stat. 
1065.) 

132. Bonds of assistant postmasters and cashiers at first, 
second, and third class offices.-Assistant postmasters and 

cashiers at first, second, and third class post offices, and when 
deemed necessary by the Postmaster General for the better 
protection of the interests of the Government any other em-
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ployees in such offices, shall, before entering upon the duties
of their office, give bond to the United States with good and
approved security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster Gen-
eral shall prescribe, conditioned for the faithful discharge of
all duties and trusts imposed upon them either by law or the
rules and regulations of the Post Office Department. (June
1:3, 1898, c. 4-16. § 3, 30 Stat. 444.)

133. Extra labor at offices.-Whenever unusual business ac-
crues at any post office, the Postmaster General shall make a
sp'ecial order allowing reasonable compensation for clerical serv-
ice, and a proportionate increase of salary to the postmaster
during the time of such extraordinary business. (R. S. § 3863.)

134. Navy mail clerks and assistants.-Enlisted men of the
lUnited States Navy or Marine Corps may, upon selection by
the Secretary of the Navy, be designated by the Post Office De-
partment as "Navy mail clerks" and "assistant Navy mail
clerks," who shall be authorized to receive and open all pouches
and sacks of mail addressed to naval vessels, to make proper
delivery of such mail, to receive matter for transmission in the
mails, to receipt for registered matter (keeping an accurate
record thereof), to keep and have for sale an adequate supply
of postage stamps, to make up and dispatch mails, and other
postal duties as may be authorized by the Postmaster General,
all in accordance with such rules and regulations as may be
prescribed by the commanding officer of the vessel or of the
squadron to which the vessel is attached. Such enlisted men
may also be designated as Navy mail clerks and assistant Navy
mail clerks with expeditionary forces on shore or for duty at
stations and shore establishments under the Navy Department
where the services of such mail clerks and assistant mail clerks
are necessary. Each mail clerk and assistant mail clerk shall
take the oath of office prescribed for employees of the Postal
Service and shall give bond to the United States in the sum
of $1,000 for the faithful performance of his duties as such
clerk, and shall be amenable in all respects to naval discipline,
except that, as to their duties as such clerks, the commanding
officers of the vessels upon which they are stationed shall re-
quire them to be governed by the postal laws and regulations
of the United States. Whenever necessity arises therefor any
assistant mail clerk may be required by the commanding officer
of the vessel upon which he is stationed or of the squadron to

which said vessel is attached to perform the duties of mail
clerk. They shall receive as compensation for such services
from the Navy Department, in addition to that paid them of

the grade to which they are assigned, such sum in the case
of mail clerks not to exceed $500 per annum, and in that of
assistant mail clerks not to exceed $300 per annum, as may be

determined and allowed by the Navy Department. (May 27,
1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 417; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 11, 37 Stat.
560; Mar. 4, 1917, c. 180, 39 Stat. 1188; July 1, 1918, c. 114, 40
Stat. 718.)

135. Same; bonds.-Every Navy mail clerk and assistant
Navy mail clerk shall give bond to the United States in such
penal sum as the Postmaster General may deem sufficient for
the faithful performance of his duties as such clerk. (Aug.
24, 1912, c. 389, § 3, 37 Stat. 554.)

Chapter 4.-CITY DELIVERY, BRANCH OFFICES, AND
iECEIVING BOXES.

151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
1M7.

158.
159.

Letter-carrier delivery.
Letter carriers on consolidation of offices.
Experinwental delivery.
Uniform for carriers.
Receiving boxes.
Same: in buildings; chutes as part of.
bonds of carriers.
Branch offices.
Same; in Hawaii, Porto Rico, and Virgin Islands.

See.
160. Restrictions on establishing stations and branches.
161. Contracts for conduct of contract stations.
162. Extra postage or carriers' fees prohibited.
163. Expenses of carriers and branch offices.
164. Contracts for supplies for free-delivery service.
165. Special delivery; stamps; deficient postage.
166. Same; stamps for mail matter weighing more than two pounds.
167. Same; offices at which special delivery may be had; messengers;

contracts and compensation.
168. Same; use of ordinary stamps.
169. Same; employment to deliver; receipts.
170. Same; compensation of persons employed.
171. Same; regulations.
172. Same; false returns; compensation in case of.
173. Same; persons employed deemed postal employees.
174. Same; messengers deemed carriers.
175. Same; allowance for car fare for messengers in first-class offices;

delivery in first and second class offices.
176. Same; assistant superintendents; per diem.

Section 151. Letter-carrier delivery.-Letter carriers shall

be employed for the free delivery of mail matter, as frequently

as the public business may require, at every incorporated city,
village, or borough containing a population of fifty thousand
within its corporate limits, and may be so employed at every
place containing a population of not less than ten thousand,
within its corporate limits, according to the last general census,
taken by authority of State or United States law, or at any
post office which produced a gross revenue, for the preceding
fiscal year, of not less than $10,000. This section shall not

affect the existence of the free delivery in places where it
was established prior to January 3, 1887. In offices where the
free delivery shall be established, such free delivery shall not
be abolished by reason of decrease below ten thousand in
population or $10,000 in gross postal revenue, except in the
discretion of the Postmaster General. (Jan. 3, 1887, c. 14,

§ 1, 24 Stat. 355.)
152. Letter carriers on consolidation of offices.-When two

or more post offices situated within the corporate limits of
any city, village, or borough are consolidated by authority of
the Postmaster General, and the said offices together produced
a gross revenue for the preceding fiscal year of not less than
$10,000, letter carriers may be employed for the free delivery
of mail matter In like manner as if any one of such post
offices had produced such revenue In said fiscal year. (Feb.
16, 1911, c. 87, 36 Stat. 911.)

153. Experimental delivery.-Experimental mail delivery
may be established, under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may prescribe, in towns and villages having post
offices of the second or third class that are not by law entitled
to free-delivery service. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 9, 37 Stat.
559.)

154. Uniform for carriers.-The Postmaster General may
prescribe a uniform dress to be worn by letter carriers. (R.
S. § 3867.)

155. Receiving boxes.-The Postmaster General may estab-
lish, in places where letter carriers are employed, and in other
places where, in his judgment, the public convenience requires
it, receiving boxes for the deposit of mail matter, and shall
cause the matter deposited therein to be collected as often

as public convenience may require. (R. S. § 3868.)
156. Same; in buildings; chutes as part of.-No boxes for

the collection of mail matter by carriers shall be placed inside
of any building except a public building, or a building which
is freely open to the public during business hours, or a rail.
road station, and the Postmaster General is authorized, In his
discretion, to declare by official order that the chutes con-
nected with mail boxes that are attached to any chute or
device which may be approved by him are a part of said re-
ceiving boxes and under the exclusive care and custody of the
Post Office Department. (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 388, § 1, 24 Stat.
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ployees in such offices, shall, before entering upon the duties 

of their office, give bond to the United States with good and 
approved security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster Gen-
eral shall prescribe, conditioned for the faithful discharge of 

all duties and trusts imposed upon them either by law or the 
rules and regulations of the Post Office Department. (June 
13, 1898, c. 446, § 3, 30 Stat. 444.) 

133. Extra labor at offices.—Whenever unusual business ac-

crues at any post office, the Postmaster General shall make a 
spocial order allowing reasonable compensation for clerical serv-
ice, and a proportionate increase of salary to the postmaster 
during the time of such extraordinary business. (R. S. § 3863.) 

134. Navy mail clerks and assistants.—Enlisted men of the 

-United States Navy or Marine Corps may, upon selection by 
the Secretary of the Navy, be designated by the Post Office De-
partment as Navy mail clerks" and " assistant Navy mail 

clerks," who shall be authorized to receive and open all pouches 
and sacks of mail addressed to naval vessels, to make proper 
delivery of such mail, to receive matter for transmission in the 
mails, to receipt for registered matter (keeping an accurate 
record thereof), to keep and have for sale an adequate supply 
of postage stamps, to make up and dispatch mails, and other 
postal duties as may be authorized by the Postmaster General, 
all in accordance with such rules and regulations as may be 
prescribed by the commanding officer of the vessel or of the 

squadron to which the vessel is attached. Such enlisted men 

may also be designated as Navy mail clerks and assistant Navy 

mail clerks with expeditionary forces on shore or for duty at 

stations and shore establishments under the Navy Department 

where the services of such mail clerks and assistant mail clerks 

are necessary. Each mail clerk and assistant mail clerk shall 

take the oath of office prescribed for employees of the Postal 

Service and shall give bond to the United States in the sum 

of $1,000 for the faithful performance of his duties as such 

clerk, and shall be amenable in all respects to naval discipline, 

except that, as to their duties as such clerks, the commanding 

officers of the vessels upon which they are stationed shall re-
quire them to be governed by the postal laws and regulations 

of the United States. Whenever necessity arises therefor any 
assistant mail clerk may be required by the commanding officer 
of the vessel upon which he is stationed or of the squadron to 

which said vessel is attached to perform the duties of mail 
clerk. They shall receive as compensation for such services 

from the Navy Department, in addition to that paid them of 

the grade to which they are assigned, such sum in the case 
of mail clerks not to exceed $500 per annum, and in that of 
assistant mail clerks not to exceed $300 per annum, as may be 
determined and allowed by the Navy Department. (May 27, 

1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 417; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 11, 37 Stat. 

560; Mar. 4, 1917, c. 180, 39 Stat. 1188; July 1, 1918, c. 114, 40 

Stat. 718.) 

135. Same; bonds.— Every Navy mail clerk and assistant 
Navy mail clerk shall give bond to the United States in such 

penal sum as the Postmaster General may deem sufficient for 
the faithful performance of his duties as such clerk. (Aug. 
24, 1912, c. 389, § 3, 37 Stat. 554.) 

Chapter 4.—CITY DELIVERY, BRANCH OFFICES, AND 

RECEIVING BOXES. 

Sc,'. 
131. Letter-carrier delivery. 
152. Letter carriers on consolidation of offices. 
153. Experimental delivery. 
154. Uniform for carriers. 
135. Receiving boxes. 
156. Same ; in buildings ; chutes as part of. 

Bonds of carriers. 
158. Branch offices. 
159. Same; in Hawaii, Porto Rico, and Virgin Islands. 

See. 
160. Restrictions on establishing stations and branches. 
161. Contracts for conduct of contract stations. 
162. Extra postage or carriers' fees prohibited. 
163. Expenses of carriers and branch offices. 
164. Contracts for supplies for free-delivery service. 
165. Special delivery; stamps; deficient postage. 
166. Same; stamps for mail matter weighing more than two pounds. 
167. Same; offices at which special delivery may be had; messengers; 

contracts and compensation. 
168. Same; use of ordinary stamps. 
169. Same; employment to deliver; receipts. 
170. Same; compensation of persons employed. 
171. Same; regulations. 
172. Same; false returns; compensation in case of. 
173. Same; persons employed deemed postal employees. 
174. Same; messengers deemed carriers. 
175. Same ; allowance for car fare for messengers in first-class offices; 

delivery in first and second class offices. 

176. Same; assistant superintendents; per diem. 

Section 151. Letter-carrier delivery.—Letter carriers shall 
be employed for the free delivery of mail matter, as frequently 
as the public business may require, at every incorporated city, 

village, or borough containing a population of fifty thousand 

within its corporate limits, and may be so employed at every 

place containing a population of not less than ten thousand, 

within its corporate limits, according to the last general census, 

taken by authority of State or United States law, or at any 

post office which produced a gross revenue, for the preceding 

fiscal year, of not less than $10,000. This section shall not 

affect the existence of the free delivery in places where it 

was established prior to January 3, 1887. In offices where the 

free delivery shall be established, such free delivery shall not 

be abolished by reason of decrease below ten thousand in 

population or $10,000 in gross postal revenue, except in the 

discretion of the Postmaster General. (Jan. 3, 1887, C. 14, 

§ 1, 24 Stat. 355.) 
152. Letter carriers on consolidation of offices.—When two 

or more post offices situated within the corporate limits of 

any city, village, or borough are consolidated by authority of 
the Postmaster General, and the said offices together produced 
a gross revenue for the preceding fiscal year of not less than 
$10,000, letter carriers may be employed for the free delivery 
of mail matter in like manner as if any one of such post 

offices had produced such revenue in said fiscal year. (Feb. 
16, 1911, c. 87, 36 Stat. 911.) 

153. Experimental delivery.—Experimental mail delivery 
may be established, under such regulations as the Postmaster 
General may prescribe, in towns and villages having post 
offices of the second or third class that are not by law entitled 
to free-delivery service. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 9, 37 Stat. 

559.) 
154. Uniform for carriers.—The Postmaster General may 

prescribe a uniform dress to be worn by letter carriers. (R. 

S. § 3867.) 

155. Receiving boxes.—The Postmaster General may estab-
lish, in places where letter carriers are employed, and in other 
places where, in his judgment, the public convenience requires 
it, receiving boxes for the deposit of mail matter, and shall 
cause the matter deposited therein to be collected as often 
as public convenience may require. (R. S. § 3868.) 

156. Same; in buildings; chutes as part of.—No boxes for 
the collection of mail matter by carriers shall be placed inside 

of any building except a public building, or a building which 
is freely open to the public during business hours, or a rail-
road station, and the Postmaster General is authorized, in his 
discretion, to declare by official order that the chutes con-

nected with mail boxes that are attached to any chute or 
device which may be approved by him are a part of said re-
ceiving boxes and under the exclusive care and custody of the 
Post Office Department. (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 388, § 1, 24 Stat. 

569; Jan. 23, 1893, c.-41, 27 Stat. 421.) 
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157. Bonds of carriers.-Every letter carrier shall give bonds,
with sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster General, for
the safe custody and delivery of all mail matter, and the faith-
ful account and payment of all money received by him. (R. S.
§ 3870.)

158. Branch offices.-The Postmaster General, when the pub-
lic convenience requires it, may establish within any post-office
delivery one or more branch offices for the receipt and de-
livery of mail matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes;
and he shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the gov-

' ernment thereof. But no letter shall be sent for delivery to
any branch office contrary to the request of the party to whom
it is addressed. (R. S. § 3871.)

159. Same; in Hawaii, Porto Rico, and Virgin Islands.-The
Postmaster General shall establish in the islands of Hawaii,
in Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands under appropriate regu-
lations to be prescribed by him, such branch offices, non-
accounting offices, or stations of Honolulu, San Juan, and Char-
lotte Amalie, respectively, as in his judgment may be neces-
sary to improve the service and as may be required for the
convenience of the public. Such branches, nonaccounting
offices, and stations shall be conducted under the name of the
existing post offices affected so as to maintain the identity
of the offices concerned. (Oct. 28, 1919, c. 86, 41 Stat. 323.)

160. Restrictions on establishing stations and branches.-No
station, substation, or branch post office shall be established
beyond the corporate limits or boundaries of any city or town
in which the principal office to which such station, substation,
or branch office is attached is located, except in cases of vil-
lages, towns, or cities of fifteen hundred or more inhabitants
not distant more than five miles as near as may be from the
outer boundary or limits of such city or town in which the
principal office is located. (June 9, 1896, c. 386, 29 Stat. 313.)

161. Contracts for conduct of contract stations.-The Post-
master General may enter into contracts for the conduct of
contract stations for a term not exceeding two years. (May
18, 1916, c. 126, § 15, 39 Stat. 163.)

162. Extra postage or carriers' fees prohibited.-No extra
postage or carriers' fees shall be charged or collected upon any
mail matter collected or delivered by carriers. (L. S. § 3873.)

163. Expenses of carriers and branch offices.-AUl expenses
of letter carriers, branch offices, and receiving boxes, or inci-
dent thereto, shall be kept and reported in a separate account,
and shall be shown in comparison with the proceeds from post-
age on local mail matter at each office, and the Postmaster
General shall be guided in the expenditures for this branch of
the service by the income derived therefrom. (R. S. § 8874.)

164. Contracts for supplies for free-delivery service.-The
Postmaster General may, If In his judgment the good of
the service so requires make contract for necessary supplies
for the free-delivery service for a period not exceeding four
years. (Mar. 2, 18.9, c. 374, § 1, 25 Stat. 844.)

165. Special delivery; stamps; deficient postage.-A special
stamp of the face valuation of 10 cents may he provided and
issued, whenever deemed advisable or expedient, in such form
and bearing such device as may meet the approval of the Post-
master General, which, when attached to a letter or article of
mailable matter weighing not more than two pounds, in addition
to the lawful postage thereon, shall be regarded as entitling
such letter or other article to immediate delivery within the
limits and at the offices specified in section 167 of this title.
The omission by the sender to place the lawful postage upon
a letter bearing such special-delivery stamp and otherwise
entitled to immediate delivery under the provisions of this
section shall not hinder or delay the transmission and delivery
thereof as provided herein, but such lawful postage shall be
collected upon its delivery, in the manner provided by law for
the collection of deficient postage resulting from the overweight

of letters. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 3, 23 Stat. 387; Aug. %, iab,

c. 901, § 1, 24 Stat. 220; Jan. 16, 1889, c. 50, 25 Stat. 650.)
166. Same; stamps for mail matter weighing more than

two pounds.-(a) To procure the immediate delivery of mail
matter weighing more than two pounds and not more than ten
pounds, stamps of the value of 15 cents shall be affixed (in
addition to the regular postage).

(b) To procure the immediate delivery of mail matter weigh-

ing more than ten pounds, stamps of the value of 20 cents shall

be affixed (in addition to the regular postage).

(c) The Postmaster General is authorized to provide and

issue special-delivery stamps of the denominations of 15 and

20 cents. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 212, 43 Stat. 1069.)
167. Same; offices at which special delivery may be had;

messengers; contracts and compensation.-Every article of
mailable matter upon which the proper special stamp
shall be duly affixed, shall be entitled to immediate delivery,
within the carrier-delivery limit of any free-delivery office, and
within one mile of any other post office which the Postmaster
General shall at any time designate as a special-delivery post
office. The postmaster shall be responsible for such immediate
delivery of every such article, and shall cause delivery to be
made of all such articles received at his office bearing such
stamp and entitled to delivery thereat, and may employ any
persons, including clerks and assistants, at third and fourth
class offices, as messengers, on such terms as he shall fix as
compensation for such delivery; and to defray the expense
thereof, such postmaster shall be entitled, upon the adjustment
of his quarterly account, to 80 per centum of the face value of
all such special-delivery stamps received at his office and re-
corded, according to this chapter and regulations of the Post
Office Department during the quarter; and such allowance shall
be in full of all the expenses of such delivery. The Postmaster
General may, in his discretion, direct any free-delivery office to
be excepted from the foregoing provision, and require the de-
livery to be made entirely by special messengers, according to
the provisions of sections 169 and 170 of this title. He may con-
tract for the immediate delivery of all articles from any post
office at any price less than 8 cents per piece, when be shall
deem it expedient. (Aug. 4, 1886, c. 901, 5 1, 24 Stat. 220.)

168. Same; use of.ordinary stamps.-When, in addition to
the stamps required to transmit any letter or package of mail
matter through the mails, there shall be attached to the en-
velope or covering ordinary postage stamps of any denomina-
tion equivalent to the value fixed by law to procure the imme-
diate delivery of any mall matter, with the words " special
delivery" or their equivalent written or printed on the en-
velope or covering, under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may prescribe, said letter or package shall be handled,
transmitted, and delivered in all respects as though it bore a
regulation special-delivery stamp. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2561, 34
Stat. 1244; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 213, 43 Stat. 1069.)

169. Same; employment to deliver; receipts.-To provide for
the immediate delivery of letters bearing the special stamp,
the postmaster may, with the approval of the Postmaster Gen-
eral, employ such person or persons as may actually be re-
quired for such service, who, upon the delivery of such letter,
will procure a receipt from the party addressed, or some one
authorized to receive it, in a book to be furnished for the pur-
pose, which shall, when not in use. be kept in the post office,
and at all times subject to examination by an inspector of the
department; but the Postmaster General may, under such rules
and regulations as he shall prescribe, authorize the delivery of
special-delivery matter without obtaining a receipt therefor:
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as
excusing the delivery of special-delivery matter by messenger
in the first instance. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 5, 23 Stat. 388;
June 19. 1922. c. 227. i 1. 42 Stat. 656.1
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157. Bonds of carriers.—Every letter carrier shall give bonds, 

with sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster General, for 
the safe custody and delivery of all mail matter, and the faith-

ful account and payment of all money received by him. (R. S. 

§ 3870.) 
158. Branch offices.—The Postmaster General, when the pub-

lic convenience requires it, may establish within any post-office 
delivery one or more branch offices for the receipt and de-

livery of mail matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes; 
and he shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the gov-

ernment thereof. But no letter shall be sent for delivery to 
any branch office contrary to the request of the party to whom 

it is addressed. (R. S. § 3871.) 
159. Same; in Hawaii, Porto Rico, and Virgin Islands.—The 

Postmaster General shall establish in the islands of Hawaii, 
in Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands under appropriate regu-
lations to be prescribed by him, such branch offices, non-
amounting offices, or stations of Honolulu, San Juan, and Char-
lotte Amalie, respectively, as in his judgment may be neces-
sary to improve the service and as may be required for the 

convenience of the public. Such branches, nonaccounting 
offices, and stations shall be conducted under the name of the 

existing post offices affected so as to maintain the identity 
of the offices concerned. (Oct. 28, 1919, c. 86, 41 Stat. 323.) 

160. Restrictions on establishing stations and branches.—No 
station, substation, or branch post office shall be established 
beyond the corporate limits or boundaries of any city or town 
in which the principal office to which such station, substation, 

or branch office is attached is located, except in cases of vil-
lages, towns, or cities of fifteen hundred or more inhabitants 
not distant more than five miles as near as may be from the 
outer boundary or limits of such city or town in which the 
principal office is located. (June 9, 1896, c. 386, 29 Stat. 313.) 

161. Contracts for conduct of contract stations.—Tbe Post-
master General may enter into contracts for the conduct of 
contract stations for a term not exceeding two years. (May 
18, 1916, c. 126, § 15, 39 Stat. 163.) 

162. Extra postage or carriers' fees prohibited.—No extra 

postage or carriers' fees shall be charged or collected upon any 
mail matter collected or delivered by carriers. (R. S. § 3873.) 

163. Expenses of carriers and branch offices.—All expenses 
of letter carriers, branch offices, and receiving boxes, or inci-
dent thereto, shall be kept and reported in a separate account, 
and shall be shown in comparison with the proceeds from post-
age on local mail matter at each office, and the Postmaster 
General shall be guided in the expenditures for this branch of 
the service by the income derived therefrom. (R. S. § 3874.) 

164. Contracts for supplies for free-delivery service.—The 
Postmaster General may, if in his judgment the good of 

the service so requires make contract for necessary supplies 
for the free-delivery service for a period not exceeding four 

years. (Mar. 2, 1889, c. 374, § 1, 25 Stat. 844.) 
165. Special delivery; stamps; deficient postage.—A special 

stamp of the face valuation of 10 cents may he provided and 

issued, whenever deemed advisable or expedient, in such form 
and bearing such device as may meet the approval of the Post-
master General, which, when attached to a letter or article of 
mailable matter weighing not more than two pounds, in addition 
to the lawful postage thereon, shall be regarded as entitling 
such letter or other article to immediate delivery within the 
limits and at the offices specified in section 167 of this title. 
The omission by the sender to place the lawful postage upon 
a letter bearing such special-delivery stamp and otherwise 
entitled to immediate delivery under the provisions of this 
section shall not hinder or delay the transmission and delivery 
thereof as provided herein, but such lawful postage shall be 
collected upon its delivery, in the manner provided by law for 
the collection of deficient postage resulting from the overweight 

of letters. (Han 3, 1885, c. 342, § 3, 23 Stat. 387; Aug. 4, 1886, 
c. 901, § 1, 24 Stat. 220; Jan. 16, 1889, c. 50, 25 Stat. 650.) 

166. Same; stamps for mail matter weighing more than 
two pounds.—(a) To procure the immediate delivery of mail 

matter weighing more than two pounds and not more than ten 
pounds, stamps of the value of 15 cents shall be affixed (in 

addition to the regular postage). 
(b) To procure the immediate delivery of mail matter weigh-

ing more than ten pounds, stamps of the value of 20 cents shall 

be affixed (in addition to the regular postage). 
(c) The Postmaster General is authorized to provide and 

issue special-delivery stamps of the denominations of 15 and 
20 cents. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 212, 43 Stat. 1069.) 

167. Same; offices at which special delivery may be had; 
messengers; contracts and compensation.—Every article of 

mailable matter upon which the proper special stamp 
shall be duly affixed, shall be entitled to immediate delivery, 
within the carrier-delivery limit of any free-delivery office, and 

within one mile of any other post office which the Postmaster 
General shall at any time designate as a special-delivery post 

office. The postmaster shall be responsible for such immediate 
delivery of every such article, and shall cause delivery to be 
made of all such articles received at his office bearing such 
stamp and entitled to delivery thereat, and may employ any 
persons, including clerks and assistants, at third and fourth 
class offices, as messengers, on such terms as he shall fix as 
compensation for such delivery; and to defray the expense 
thereof, such postmaster shall be entitled, upon the adjustment 
of his quarterly account, to 80 per centum of the face value of 
all such special-delivery stamps received at his office and re-

corded, according to this chapter and regulations of the Post 
Office Department during the quarter; and such allowance shall 
be in full of all the expenses of such delivery. The Postmaster 
General may, in his discretion, direct any free-delivery office to 
be excepted from the foregoing provision, and require the de-
livery to be made entirely by special messengers, according to 
the provisions of sections 169 and 170 of this title. He may con-
tract for the immediate delivery of all articles from any post 
office at any price less than 8 cents per piece, when he shall 
deem It expedient. (Aug. 4, 1886, c. 901, I 1, 24 Stat. 220.) 

168. Same; use of .ordinary stamps.—When, in addition to 
the stamps required to transmit any letter or package of mail 

matter through the mails, there shall be attached to the en-
velope or covering ordinary postage stamps of any denomina-
tion equivalent to the value fixed by law to procure the imme-
diate delivery of any mail matter, with the words " special 
delivery" or their equivalent written or printed on the en-
velope or covering, under such regulations as the Postmaster 
General may prescribe, said letter or package shall be handled, 

transmitted, and delivered in all respects as though it bore a 
regulation special-delivery stamp. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2561, 34 

Stat. 1244; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 213, 43 Stat. 1060.) 
169. Same; employment to deliver; receipts.—To provide for 

the immediate delivery of letters bearing the special stamp, 
the postmaster may, with the approval of the Postmaster Gen-

eral, employ such person or persons as may actually be re-
quired for such service, who, upon the delivery of such letter, 
will procure a receipt from the party addressed, or some one 
authorized to receive it, in a book to be furnished for the pur-

pose, which shall, when not in use. be kept in the post office, 
and at all times subject to examination by an inspector of the 
department; but the Postmaster General may, under such rules 
and regulations as he shall prescribe, authorize the delivery of 

special-delivery matter without obtaining a receipt therefor: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as 
excusing the delivery of special-delivery matter by messenger 

in the first instance. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 5, 23 Stat. 388; 
June 19, 1922, c. 227, § 1, 42 Stat. 636.) 
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170. Same; compensation of persons employed.-To provide

for the payment of such persons as may be employed for this

service, the postmaster at any office designated by section 167

of this title shall keep a record of the number of letters re-

ceived at such office bearing such special stamp, which number

shall correspond with the number entered in the receipt books

heretofore specified, and at the end of each month he may pay

to such person or persons employed a sum not exceeding 80

per centum of the face value of all stamps of the face value

of 10 cents received and recorded during that month. For the

special delivery of mail matter weighing more than two pounds

and not more than ten pounds, 11 cents may be paid to the

messenger or other person making such delivery, and for the

special delivery of mail matter weighing more than ten pounds,

15 cents may be so paid. Nothing in this section and sections

165 and 169 of this title shall interfere with the prompt delivery

of letters as now provided by law or regulations of the Post

Office Department. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 6, 23 Stat. 388;

Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 2, 32 Stat. 1175; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,

§ 212, 43 Stat. 1069.)
171. Same; regulations.-The Postmaster General shall pre-

scribe suitable regulations, not inconsistent with law, for the

performance of the immediate-delivery service, the keeping of

the records and rendering of accounts thereof, and all matters

connected therewith, and may prescribe the hours within which

such immediate delivery shall be made at any post office. (Aug.

4, 1886, c. 901, § 2, 24 Stat. 221.)
172. Same; false returns; compensation in case of.-Any

postmaster, or any assistant postmaster, clerk, or employee of a

postmaster, who shall make any false return or record of the

receipt or delivery of any article of mailable matter as being

stamped with a special-delivery stamp, or shall make any false

return of the number of articles specially delivered from his

office, for the purpose of increasing his compensation, shall be

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof,

shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500, or im-

prisoned for a term of not less than thirty days nor more

than one year, or both such fine and imprisonment at the dis-

cretion of the court; and whenever, upon evidence deemed satis-

factory to him, the Postmaster General shall determine that

any such false return has been made, he may, by order, fix ab-

solutely the compensation of the postmaster for such special

delivery during any quarter or quarters which he shall deem

affected by such false return, and the General Accounting Office

shall adjust the postmaster's account accordingly. (Aug. 4,

1886, c. 901, § 3, 24 Stat. 221; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42

Stat. 24.)
173. Same; persons employed deemed postal employees.-

Any person employed to make immediate delivery of letters or

other mail matter shall be deemed an employee of the postal

service, whether he may have been sworn or not, or temporarily

or permanently employed, and as such employee shall be liable

to any penalties or punishments provided by law for the im-

proper detention, delay, secretion, rifling, embezzlement, pur-

loining, or destruction of any letter or other article of mail mat-

tcr, or the contents thereof, intrusted to him for delivery or

placed In his custody. (Aug. 4, 1886, c. 901, f 4, 24 Stat. 221.)

174. Same; messengers deemed carriers.-Every special-

delivery messenger, when actually engaged in carrying or deliv-

ering letters or other mail matter under contract, directly or

indirectly, with the Post Office Department, or employed by the

Post Office Department, shall be deemed a carrier or person

Intrusted with the mail and having custody thereof within the

meaning of sections 320, 321, and 324 of Title 18. (Mar. 3,

1903, c. 1009, § 4, 32 Stat. 1176.)
175. Same; allowance for car fare for messengers in first-

class offices; delivery in first and second class offices.-Out of

the revenue arising rrom specsla-vey1 uuW, , - -

master General may allow expenditures by postmasters at first-

class post offices, under regulations to be established by him,

for car fare for special-delivery messengers in emergent cases
where immediate delivery in the usual way is impracticable,

not to exceed in the aggregate, for all offices, $10,000 a year.

At first and second class post offices the Postmaster General

may establish rules under which special delivery may be

effected by any salaried clerk or employee thereof, and the law-

ful special-delivery fees allowed therefor, in cases where such

delivery can not be made by regular messengers. (June 2,

1900, c. 613, § 1, 31 Stat. 260.)
176. Same; assistant superintendents; per diem.-The as-

sistant superintendents of free-delivery shall be allowed a per

diem of $4 in lieu of all expenses when traveling on business of

the department. (Feb. 24, 1899, c. 187, § 1, 30 Stat. 884.)

Chapter 5.-RURAL DELIVERY SERVICE.
Sec.
191. Extension of service.
192. Routes; classes; increase of length of routes and pay of carriers.
193. Motor vehicles.
194. Carriers to furnish necessary vehicle equipment.
195. Sufficient equipment.
196. Carriers; restrictions; carrying merchandise.
197. Salaries of carriers.
198. Salaries of carriers serving triweekly routes.
199. Determination of pay of carriers and substitute carriers.
200. Deductions from salaries.
201. Substitute carriers.
202. Rate of compensation of temporary carriers.
203. Carriers; leave of absence; substitutes.
204. Compensation of carriers on water routes.
205. Additional compensation to carriers carrying pouch mail to inter-

mediate post offices.
206. Carriers; equipment maintenance.
207. Temporary reduction of pay of rural carriers.
208. Carrier on Lake Winnepesaukee.
209. Classification of clerks in Rural Free Delivery Service not other-

wise provided for.
210. Allowance of expenses by Postmaster General
211. Post-office inspectors; administering oaths.

Section 191. Extension of service.-Rural mail delivery shall

be extended so as to serve, as nearly as practicable, the entire

rural population of the United States. (July 28, 1916, c. 261,

§ 1, 39 Stat. 423.)
192. Routes; classes; increase of length of routes and pay

of carriers.-All rural mail-delivery routes shall be divided into

two classes to be known as-
Standard horse-drawn vehicle routes, which shall be twenty-

four miles in length, and
Standard motor-vehicle routes, which shall be fifty miles in

length, and shall onfy be established when a majority of the

proposed patrons who are heads of families residing upon such

proposed routes shall by written petition ask the Post Office

Department to establish the same.
Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the

establishment of horse-drawn vehicle routes of less length than

the standard of twenty-four miles. If, in the discretion of the

Postmaster General, in order to render more complete service,

it should be necessary to do so the Postmaster General may in-

crease the length of routes not to exceed 50 per centum above

the standards herein prescribed. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1,

39 Stat. 423.)
193. Motor vehicles.-Nothing herein shall be construed, and

no order shall be issued, to prevent the use of motor vehicles on

horse-drawn vehicle routes. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 1 1, 39

Stat. 423.)
194. Carriers to furnish necessary vehicle equipment.-

Carriers in rural mail-delivery service shall furnish all neces-

sary vehicle equipment for prompt handling of the mail. (July

28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 423.)

195. Sufficient equipment-The Postmaster General in his

fdierption may require all carriers to furnish sufficient equip-
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170. Same; compensation of persons employed.—To provide 
for the payment of such persons as may be employed for this 

service, the postmaster at any office designated by section 167 
of this title shall keep a record of the number of letters re-
ceived at such office bearing such special stamp, which number 
shall correspond with the number entered in the receipt books 
heretofore specified, and at the end of each month he may pay 

to such person or persons employed a sum not exceeding 80 
per contain of the face value of all stamps of the face value 
of 10 cents received and recorded during that month. For the 

special delivery of mail matter weighing more than two pounds 
and not more than ten pounds, 11 cents may be paid to the 
messenger or other person making such delivery, and for the 
special delivery of mail matter weighing more than ten pounds, 

15 cents may be so paid. Nothing in this section and sections 
165 and 169 of this title shall interfere with the prompt delivery 
of letters as now provided by law or regulations of the Post 

Office Department. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 6, 23 Stat. 388; 
Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 2, 32 Stat. 1175; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 

§ 212, 43 Stat. 1069.) 
171. Same; regulations.—The Postmaster General shall pre-

scribe suitable regulations, not inconsistent with law, for the 

performance of the immediate-delivery service, the keeping of 
the records and rendering of accounts thereof, and all matters 
connected therewith, and may prescribe the hours within which 
such immediate delivery shall be made at any post office. (Aug. 

4, 1886, c. 901, § 2, 24 Stat. 221.) - 
172. Same; false returns; compensation in case of.—Any 

postmaster, or any assistant postmaster, clerk, or employee of a 

postmaster, who shall make any false return or record of the 
receipt or delivery of any article of mailable matter as being 

stamped with a special-delivery stamp, or shall make any false 
return of the number of articles specially delivered from his 
office, for the purpose of increasing his compensation, shall be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500, or im-
prisoned for a term of not less than thirty days nor more 
than one year, or both such fine and imprisonment at the dis-

cretion of the court; and whenever, upon evidence deemed satis-
factory to him, the Postmaster General shall determine that 
any such false return has been made, he may, by order, fix ab-

solutely the compensation of the postmaster for such special 
delivery during any quarter or quarters which he shall deem 
affected by such false return, and the General Accounting Office 

shall adjust the postmaster's account accordingly. (Aug. 4, 

1886, c. 901, § 3, 24 Stat. 221; June 10, 1921, c. 18, 1 304, 42 

Stat. 24.) 
173. Same; persons employed deemed postal employees.— 

Any person employed to make immediate delivery of letters or 
other mail matter shall be deemed an employee of the postal 

service, whether he may have been sworn or not, or temporarily 
or permanently employed, and as such employee shall be liable 
to any penalties or punishments provided by law for the im-

proper detention, delay, secretion, rifting, embezzlement, pur-
loining, or destruction of any letter or other article of mail mat-
ter, or the contents thereof, intrusted to him for delivery or 
placed in his custody. (Aug. 4, 1886, e. 901, § 4, 24 Stat. 221.) 

174. Same; messengers deemed carriers.—Every special-
delivery messenger, when actually engaged in carrying or deliv-
ering letters or other mall matter under contract, directly or 

indirectly, with the Post Office Department, or employed by the 
Post Office Department, shall be deemed a carrier or person 

intrusted with the mall and having custody thereof within the 
meaning of sections 320, 321, and 324 of Title 18. (Mar. 3, 

1903, c. 1009, § 4, 32 Stat. 1176.) 
175. Same; allowance for car fare for messengers in first-

class offices; delivery in first and second class offices.—Out of 

the revenue arising from special-delivery business the Post-

master General may allow expenditures by postmasters at first-
class post offices, under regulations to be established by him, 
for car fare for special-delivery messengers in emergent cases 
where immediate delivery in the usual way is impracticable, 
not to exceed in the aggregate, for all offices, $10,000 a year. 
At first and second class post offices the Postmaster General 
may establish rules under which special delivery may be 
effected by any salaried clerk or employee thereof, and the law-
ful special-delivery fees allowed therefor, in cases where such 

delivery can not be made by regular messengers. (June 2, 
1900, c. 613, § 1, 31 Stat. 260.) 

176. Same; assistant superintendents; per diem.—The as-
sistant superintendents of free-delivery shall be allowed a per 

diem of $4 in lieu of all expenses when traveling on business of 
the department. (Feb. 24, 1899, c. 187, § 1, 30 Stat. 884.) 

Chapter 5.—RURAL DELIVERY SERVICE. 

Sec. 
191. Extension of service. 
192. Routes; classes; increase of length of routes and pay of carriers. 
193. Motor vehicles. 
194. Carriers to furnish necessary vehicle equipment. 
195. Sufficient equipment 
196. Carriers; restrictions; carrying merchandise. 
197. Salaries of carriers. 
198. Salaries of carriers serving triweekly routes. 
199. Determination of pay of carriers and substitute carriers. 
200. Deductions from salaries. 
201. Substitute carriers. 
202. Rate of compensation of temporary carriers. 
203. Carriers; leave of absence; substitutes. 
204. Compensation of carriers on water routes. 
205. Additional compensation to carriers carrying pouch mail to inter-

mediate post offices. 
206. Carriers; equipment maintenance. 
207. Temporary reduction of pay of rural carriers. 
208. Carrier on Lake Winnepesaukee. 
209. Classification of clerks in Rural Free Delivery Service not other-

wise provided for. 
210. Allowance of expenses by Postmaster GeneraL 
211. Post-office inspectors; administering oaths. 

Section 191. Extension of service.—Rural mail delivery shall 
be extended so as to serve, as nearly as practicable, the entire 

rural population of the United States. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 
§ 1, 39 Stat. 423.) 

192. Routes; classes; increase of length of routes and pay 

of carriers.—All rural mail-delivery routes shall be divided into 

two classes to be known as— 
Standard horse-drawn vehicle routes, which shall be twenty-

four miles in length, and 
Standard motor-vehicle routes, which shall be fifty miles in 

length, and shall onty be established when a majority of the 

proposed patrons who are heads of families residing upon such 
proposed routes shall by written petition ask the Post Office 

Department to establish the same. 
Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the 

establishment of horse-drawn vehicle routes of less length than 
the standard of twenty-four miles. If, in the discretion of the 
Postmaster General, in order to render more complete service, 
it should be necessary to do so the Postmaster General may in-

crease the length of routes not to exceed 50 per centum above 

the standards herein prescribed. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 

39 Stat.. 423.) 
193. Motor vehicles.—Nothing herein shall be construed, and 

no order shall be issued, to prevent the use of motor vehicles on 
horse-drawn vehicle' routes. (July 28, 1916, e. 261, § 1, 39 

Stat. 423.) 
194. Carriers to furnish necessary vehicle equipment.— 

Carriers in rural mail-delivery service shall furnish all neces-
sary vehicle equipment for prompt handling of the mail. (July 

28, 1916, e. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 423.) 
195. Sufficient equipment.—The Postmaster General in his 

discretion may require alL carriers to furnish sufficient equip-
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ment to properly handle postal business on their routes. (July
28, 1916, e. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 423.)

196. Carriers; restrictions; carrying merchandise.-Letter
carriers of the rural free-delivery service shall not solicit busi-
ness or receive orders of any kind for any person, firm, or cor-
poration, and shall not, during their hours of employment, carry
any merchandise for hire: Provided, That said carriers may
carry merchandise for hire for and upon the request of patrons
residing upon their respective routes, whenever the same shall
not interfere with the proper discharge of their official duties,
and under such regulations as the Postmaster General may
prescribe. (Apr. 28, 1904, c. 1759, § 1, 33 Stat. 439; Mar. 4,
1915, No. 15, 38 Stat. 1227; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat.
1063.)

197. Salaries of carriers.-The salary of carriers in the
Rural Mail Delivery Service for serving a rural route of twenty-
four miles six days in the week shall be $1,800; on routes
twenty-two miles and less than twenty-four miles, $1,728; on
routes twenty miles and less than twenty-two miles, $1,620; on
routes eighteen miles and less than twenty miles, $1,440; on
routes sixteen miles and less than eighteen miles, $1,260; on
routes fourteen miles and less than sixteen miles, $1,080; on
routes twelve miles and less than fourteen miles, $1,008; on
routes ten miles and less than twelve miles, $936; on routes
eight miles and less than ten miles, $864; on routes six miles
and less than eight miles, $792; on routes four miles and less

than six miles, $720. Each rural carrier assigned to a route
on which daily service is performed shall receive $30 per mile
per annum for each mile said route is in excess of twenty-four
miles or major fraction thereof, based on actual mileage, and
each rural carrier assigned to a route on which triweekly serv-
ice is performed shall receive $15 per mile for each mile said
route is in excess of twenty-four miles or major fraction
thereof, based on actual mileage. (Mar. 4, 1915, No. 15, 38
Stat. 1227; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat. 1063.)

198. Salaries of carriers serving triweekly routes.-A rural
carrier serving one triweekly route shall be paid a salary and
equipment allowance on the basis of a route one-half the length
of the route served by him. A rural carrier serving two tri-
weekly routes shall be paid a salary and equipment allowance
on the basis of a route one-half of the combined length of the
two routes. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 8, 43 Stat. 1064.)

199. Determination of pay of carriers and substitute car-
riers.-The pay of rural carriers and substitute rural carriers,
which depends upon the length of the route, shall be determined
in accordance with the records of the Post Office Department,
which records shall be promptly corrected whenever the Post-
master General determines that such records are not correct.
(Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 582.)

200. Deductions from salaries.-Deductions for failure to
perform service on a standard rural delivery route for twenty-
four miles and less shall not exceed the rate of pay per mile for
service for twenty-four miles and less; and deductions for
failure to perform service on mileage in excess of twenty-four
miles shall not exceed the rate of compensation allowed for such
excess mileage. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat. 1064.)

201. Substitute carriers.-Under such regulations as the
P'ostmaster General may prescribe, a substitute carrier may be
employed at the expense of the regular carrier, to temporarily
perform the service on any rural free-delivery mail route.
(Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 112.)

202. Rate of compensation of temporary carriers.-Acting
or substitute rural letter carriers shall be paid at the usual
rate for each day's service. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat.
1213.)

203. Carriers; leave of absence; substitutes.-Rural letter
carriers after twelve months' service shall be allowed annual
I e with pay not to exceed fifteen days; the substitutes for

carriers on vacation to he paid during said service at the rate
paid the carrier. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1215.)

204. Compensation of carriers on water routes.-In the dis-
cretion of the Postmaster General the pay of any rural car-
rier on a water route who furnishes his own power boat and
is employed during the summer months may be fixed at an
amount not exceeding $900 in any one calendar year, unless
increased under section 676 of Title 5. (Mar. 1, 1909, c. 232,
35 Stat. 669.)

205. Additional compensation to carriers carrying pouch
mail to intermediate post offices.-The Postmaster General
may, in his discretion, allow and pay additional compensation
to rural letter carriers who are required to carry pouch mail
to intermediate post offices, or for intersecting loop routes, in
all cases where it appears that the carriage of such pouches
increases the expense of the equipment required by the carrier
or materially increases the amount of labor performed by him,
such compensation not to exceed the sum of $12 per annum for
each mile such carrier is required to carry such pouch or
pouches. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 423.)

206. Carriers; equipment maintenance.-In addition to the
salary herein provided, each carrier in Rural Mail Delivery
Service shall be paid for equipment maintenance a sum equal
to 4 cents per mile per day for each mile or major fraction of
a mile scheduled. Payments for equipment maintenance as
provided herein shall be at the same periods and in the same
manner as payments for regular compensation to rural car-
riers. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 423; Feb. 28, 1925,
c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat. 1064.)

207. Temporary reduction of pay of rural carriers.-The
Postmaster General may, In his discretion, whenever for dis-
ciplinary purposes he deems it advisable to do so, reduce
temporarily the pay of rural carriers. In no case shall such
a reduction in pay be of more than one grade as fixed by law,
nor extend over a greater period of time than one year. (Sept.
21, 1922, c. 363, 42 Stat. 993.)

208. Carrier on Lake Winnepesaukee.-The compensation of
the carrier of mail on Lake Winnepesaukee from the post
office at Laconia, New Hampshire, who furnishes his own
equipment shall be $1,800 per annum unless increased under
section 676, of Title 5. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1068;
Feb. 28, 1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1194.)

209. Classification of clerks in Rural Free Delivery Service
not otherwise provided for.-The Postmaster General may
classify clerks in the Rural Free Delivery Service into four
classes, graded even hundreds of dollars, at $900, $1,000, $1,100,
and not exceeding $1,200 per annum unless Increased under
section 676 of Title 5. (Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 112.)

210. Allowance of expenses by Postmaster General.-The
Postmaster General may allow such per diem and other in-
cidental expenses in connection with the Rural Free Delivery
Service as Congress may from time to time provide. (Apr.
21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 112.)

211. Post-office inspectors; administering oaths.-Post-office
inspectors and examining inspectors in the Rural Free De-
livery Service shall be authorized and empowered to administer
oaths to carriers and other persons employed in said service
or in connection with any business relating to the same. (Apr.
21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 113; Apr. 28, 1904, c. 1759, § 1, 33
Stat. 439; June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 467.)

Chapter 6.--MAIL MATTER.

Sec.
221. Classification of mall matter.
222. First-class matter.
223. Same; limit of weight.
224. Second-class matter.
225. Same; examination; advertisements attached to periodicals.
226. Same; eonditions admitting publications to.
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ment to properly handle postal business on their routes. (July 

28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 423.) 

196. Carriers; restrictions; carrying merchandise.-Letter 
carriers of the rural free-delivery service shall not solicit busi-

ness or receive orders of any kind for any person, firm, or cor-
poration, arid shall not, during their hours of employment, carry 

any merchandise for hire: Provided, That said carriers may 
carry merchandise for hire for and upon the request of patrons 
residing upon their respective routes, whenever the same shall 
not interfere with the proper discharge of their official duties, 

and under such regulations as the Postmaster General may 
prescribe. (Apr. 28, 1904, c. 1759, § 1, 33 Stat. 439; Mar. 4, 

1915, No. 15, 38 Stat. 1227; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat. 
1063.) 

197. Salaries of carriers.-The salary of carriers In the 

Rural Mail Delivery Service for serving a rural route of twenty-
four miles six days in the week shall be $1,800; on routes 
twenty-two miles and less than twenty-four miles, $1,728; on 
routes twenty miles and less than twenty-two miles, $1,620; on 
routes eighteen miles and less than twenty miles, $1,440; on 
routes sixteen miles and less than eighteen miles, $1,260; on 
routes fourteen miles and less thin sixteen miles, $1,080; on 
routes twelve miles and less than fourteen miles, $1,008; on 

routes ten miles and less than twelve miles, $936; on routes 
eight miles and less than ten miles, $864; on routes six miles 
and less than eight miles, $792; on routes four miles and less 
than six miles, $720. Each rural carrier assigned to a route 

on which daily service is performed shall receive $30 per mile 
per annum for each mile said route is in excess of twenty-four 

miles or major fraction thereof, based on actual mileage, and 
each rural carrier assigned to a route on which triweekly serv-

ice is performed shall receive $15 per mile for each mile said 
route is in excess of twenty-four miles or major fraction 
thereof, based on actual mileage. (Mar. 4, 1915, No. 15, 38 
Stat. 1227; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, f 8, 43 Stat. 1063.) 

198. Salaries of carriers serving triweekly routes.-4 rural 
carrier serving one triweekly route shall be paid a salary and 
equipment allowance on the basis of a route one-half the length 

of the route served by him. A rural carrier serving two tri-
weekly routes shall be paid a salary and equipment allowance 

on the basis of a route one-half of the combined length of the 
two routes. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 8, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

199. Determination of pay of carriers and substitute car-
riers.-The pay of rural carriers and substitute rural carriers, 
which depends upon the length of the route, shall be determined 
in accordance with the records of the Post Office Department, 
which records shall be promptly corrected° whenever the Post-
master General determines that such records are not correct. 
(Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 582.) 
200. Deductions from salaries.-Deductions for failure to 

perform service on a standard rural delivery route for twenty-
four miles and less shall not exceed the rate of pay per mile for 
service for twenty-four miles and less; and deductions for 
failure to perform service on mileage in excess of twenty-four 
miles shall not exceed the rate of compensation allowed for such 
excess mileage. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

201. Substitute carriers.-Under such regulations as the 
Postmaster General may prescribe, a substitute carrier may be 
employed at the expense of the regular carrier, to temporarily 
perform the service on any rural free-delivery mail route. 
(Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 112.) 

202. Rate of compensation of temporary carriers.-Acting 
or substitute rural letter carriers shall be paid at the usual 
rate for each day's service. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 
1213.) 

203. Carriers; leave of absence; substitutes.-Rural letter 
carriers after- twelve months' service shall be allowed annual 
leave with pay not to exceed fifteen days; the substitutes for 

carriers on vacation to be paid during said service at the rate 

paid the carrier. (Mar. 2, 1907, e. 2513. 34 Stat. 1215.) 
204. Compensation of carriers on water routes.-In the dis-

cretion of the Postmaster General the pay of any rural car-
rier on a water route who furnishes his own power boat and 
is employed during the summer months may be fixed at an 

amount not exceeding $900 in any one calendar year, unless 
increased under section 676 of Title 5. (Mar. 1, 1909, e. 232, 

35 Stat. 669.) 
205. Additional compensation to carriers carrying pouch 

mail to intermediate post offices.-The Postmaster General 
may, in his discretion, allow and pay additional compensation 
to rural letter carriers who are required to carry pouch mail 
to intermediate post offices, or for intersecting loop routes, in 
all eases where it appears that the carriage of such pouches 
increases the expense of the equipment required by the carrier 

or materially increases the amount of labor performed by him, 
such compensation not to exceed the sum of $12 per annum for 
each mile such carrier is required to carry such pouch or 

pouches. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat 423.) 

206. Carriers; equipment maintenance.-In addition to the 
salary herein provided, each carrier in Rural Mail Delivery 
Service shall be paid for equipment maintenance a sum equal 
to 4 cents per mile per day for each mile or major fraction of 

a mile scheduled. Payments for equipment maintenance as 
provided herein shall be at the same periods and in the same 
manner as payments for regular compensation to rural car-

riers. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat 423; Feb. 28, 1925, 
c. 368, § 8, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

207. Temporary reduction of pay of rural carriers.-The 

Postmaster General may, In his discretion, whenever for dis-
ciplinary purposes he deems it advisable to do so, reduce 
temporarily the pay of rural carriers. In no ease shall such 

a reduction in pay be of more than one grade as fixed by law, 
nor extend over a greater period of time than one year. (Sept. 
21, 1922, c. 363, 42 Stat. 993.) 

208. Carrier on Lake Winnepesaukee.-The compensation of 
the carrier of mail on Lake Winnepesaukee from the post 
office at Laconia, New Hampshire, who furnishes his own 
equipment shall be $1,800 per annum unless increased under 
section 676, of Title 5. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1068; 
Feb. 28, 1919, e. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1194.) 

209. Classification of clerks in Rural Free Delivery Service 
not otherwise provided for.-The Postmaster General may 
classify clerks In the Rural Free Delivery Service into four 
classes, graded even hundreds of dollars, at $900, $1,000, $1,100, 
and not exceeding $1,200 per annum unless increased under 
section 676 of Title 5. (Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, 1 1, 32 Stat. 112.) 

210. Allowance of expenses by Postmaster General.-The 
Postmaster General may allow such per diem and other in-

cidental expenses in connection with the Rural Free Delivery 
Service as Congress may from time to time provide. (Apr. 
21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 112.) 

211. Post-office inspectors; administering oaths.-Post-office 
inspectors and examining inspectors in the Rural Free De-
livery Service shall be authorized and empowered to administer 

oaths to carriers and other persons employed in said service 
or in connection with any business relating to the same. (Apr. 

21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 113; Apr. 28, 1904, c. 1759, § 1, 33 
Stat. 439; June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 467.) 

Chapter 6.-MAIL MATTER. 

Sec. 
221. Classification of mail matter. 
222. First-class matter. 
223. Same; limit of weight. 
224. Second-class matter. 
225. Same; examination; advertisements attached to periodicals. 
226. Same; conditions admitting publications to. 
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See.
227. Same; foreign periodicals as; publications violating copyright

laws.
228. Samn; supplements to periodicals.
229. Same; publications of benevolent or professional societies, educa-

tional institutions, State boards, and trades-unions; advertise-
ments ; circulation.

230. Same; periodical publications of State departments of agriculture.
231. Same; affidavit of publishers; prepayment of postage.
232. Same; privileges annulled only after hearing.
233. Same; sworn statements relating to newspapers and other publi-

cations.
234. Same; paid editorials and reading matter marked "Advertise-

ment."
235. Third-class matter.
236. Same; circular defined.
237. Same; printed matter defined.
238. Same; letters written by blind.
239. Foreign publications; when free of customs duty.
240. Fourth-class matter; minimum weight; nonmailable matter.
241. Same; experimental transportation of food products.
242. Same; purchase or rental of equipment and supplies for Parcel-

Post System.
243. Same; disposition of nonmailable matter.
244. Insurance of parcels, and collection of postage.
245. Same; fee for insurance; receipt of delivery.
246. Same; collect-on-delivery fee.
247. Reformation of classification, etc.
248. Addresses on postal cards and unsealed circulars.
249. Permissible marks on and inclosures in second, third, and fourth

class matter.
250. Wrapping and securing matter not charged with first-class post-

age.
251. Same; removing wrappers.
252. Newspapers; dried and in wrappers.
253. Same; notice of refusal to receive.
254. Same; carrying out of mail.
255. Identification of persons claiming mail under fictitious address.
256. Matter relating to spurious money not mailable.
257. Delivery of mail to persons not residents of place of address.
258. Letters seized to be returned to senders.
259. Mail of persons conducting lotteries or fraudulent schemes re-

turned; evidence of agency.

Section 221. Classification of mail matter.-Mailable matter
shall be divided into four classes:

First, written matter;
Second, periodical publications;
Third, miscellaneous printed matter and other mailable

matter not in the second, third, or fourth classes;
Fourth, merchandise and other mailable matter weighing

not less than eight ounces and not in any other class. (Mar.
3, 1879, c. 180, § 7, 20 Stat. 358; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §§ 206,
207, 43 Stat. 1067.)

222. First-class matter.-Mailable matter of the first class
shall embrace letters, postal cards, and all matters wholly or
partly in writing, except as hereinafter provided. (Mar. 3,
1879, c. 180, § 8, 20 Stat. 358.)

223. Same; limit of weight.-The limit of weight of mail
matter of the first class shall be the same as is applicable to
mail of the fourth class. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 11, 39 Stat.
162.)

224. Second-class matter.-Mailable matter of the second

class shall embrace all newspapers and other periodical pub-
lications which are issued at stated intervals, and as fre-
quently as four times a year and are within the conditions
named in sections 225 and 226 of this title. (Mar. 3, 1879, c.

180, § 10, 20 Stat. 359.)
225. Same; examination; advertisements attached to peri-

odicals.-Matter of the second class may be examined at the
office of mailing, and if found to contain matter which is sub-

ject to a higher rate of postage, such matter shall be charged
with postage at the rate to which the inclosed matter is sub-

ject. Nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to
prohibit the insertion in periodicals of advertisements attached

permanently to the same. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, J 12, 20 Stat.
qr5 I

§ 229

226. Same; conditions admitting publications to.-Except as
otherwise provided by law, the conditions upon which a pub-
lication shall be admitted to the second class are as follows:
First. It must regularly be issued at stated intervals, as fre-
quently as four times a year, and bear a date of issue, and be
numbered consecutively. Second. It must be issued from a
known office of publication. Third. It must be formed of
printed paper sheets, without board, cloth, leather, or other
substantial binding, such as distinguish printed books for pres-
ervation from periodical publications. Fourth. It must be
originated and published for the dissemination of information
of a public character, or devoted to literature, the sciences,
arts, or some special industry, and having a legitimate list
of subscribers. Nothing herein contained shall be so construed
as to admit to the second class rate regular publications de-
signed primarily for advertising purposes, or for free circula-
tion, or for circulation at nominal rates. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180,
§ 14, 20 Stat. 359.)

227. Same; foreign periodicals as; publications violating
copyright laws.-Foreign newspapers and other periodicals of
the same general character as those admitted to the second
class in the United States may, under the direction of the
Postmaster General, on application of the publishers thereof
or their agents, be transmitted through the mails at the same
rates as if published in the United States. Nothing herein
contained shall be so construed as to allow the transmission
through the mails of any publication which violates any copy-
right granted by the United States. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, §
15, 20 Stat. 359.)

228. Same; supplements to periodicals.-Publishers of mat-
ter of the second class may without subjecting it to extra
postage, fold within their regular issues a supplement; but
in all cases the added matter must be germane to the publica-
tion which it supplements, that is to say, matter supplied in
order to complete that to which it is added or supplemented,
but omitted from the regular issue for want of space, time,
or greater convenience, which supplement must in every case
be issued with the publication. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 16,
20 Stat. 359.)

229. Same; publications of benevolent or- professional so-
cieties, educational institutions, State boards, and trades-
unions; advertisements; circulation.-All periodical publica-
tions issued from a known place of publication at stated inter-
vals, and as frequently as four times a year, by or under the
auspices of a benevolent or fraternal society or order organized
under the lodge system and having a bona fide membership of
not less than one thousand persons, or by a regularly incorpo-
rated institution of learning, or by a regularly established
State institution of learning supported in whole or in part by
public taxation, or by or under the auspices of a trades-union,
and all publications of strictly professional, literary, historical,
or scientific societies, including the bulletins issued by State
boards of health, and by State boards or departments of public
charities and corrections, shall be admitted to the mails as
second-class matter, and the postage thereon shall be the same
as on other second-class matter; and such periodical publica-
tions, issued by or under the auspices of benevolent or fra-
ternal societies or orders or trades-unions, or by strictly pro-
fessional, literary, historical, or scientific societies, shall have
the right to carry advertising matter, whether such matter
pertains to such benevolent or fraternal societies or orders,
trades-unions, strictly professional, literary, historical, or
scientific societies, or to other persons, Institutions, or con-
cerns; but such periodical publications, hereby permitted to
carry advertising matter, must not be designed or published
primarily for advertising purposes, and shall be originated and
published to further the objects and purposes of such benevo-
lent or fraternal societies or orders. trades-unions, or other
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Sec. 

227. Same; foreign periodicals as; publications violating copyright 
laws. 

228. Satim ; supplements to periodicals. 

229. Same; publications of benevolent or professional societies, educa-
tional institutions, State boards, and trades-unions ; advertise-
ments ; circulation. 

230. Same ; periodical publications of State departments of agriculture. 
231. Same; affidavit of publishers; prepayment of postage. 
232. Same; privileges annulled only after hearing. 
233. Same; sworn statements relating to newspapers and other publi-

cations. 
234. Same; paid editorials and reading matter marked "Advertise-

ment." 
235. Third-class matter. 
236, Same; circular defined. 
237. Same; printed matter defined. 
238. Same; letters written by blind. 
229. Foreign publications; when free of customs duty. 
240. Fourth-class matter; minimum weight; nonmailable matter. 
241. Same; experimental transportation of food products. 
242. Same; purchase or rental of equipment and supplies for Parcel-

Post System. 
243. Same; disposition of nonmailable matter. 
244. Insurance of parcels, and collection of postage. 
245. Same; fee for insurance; receipt of delivery. 
246. Same; collect-on-delivery fee. 
247. Reformation of classification, etc. 
248. Addresses on postal cards and unsealed circulars. 
249. Permissible marks on and inclosures in second, third, and fourth 

class matter. 
250. Wrapping and securing matter not charged with first-class post-

age. 
251. Same; removing wrappers. 
252. Newspapers; dried and in wrappers. 
253. Same; notice of refusal to receive. 
254. Same; carrying out of mail. 
255. Identification of persons claiming mail under fictitious address. 
250. Matter relating to spurious money not mailable. 
257. Delivery of mail to persons not residents of place of address. 
258. Letters seized to be returned to senders. 
259. Mail of persons conducting, lotteries or fraudulent schemes re-

turned; evidence of agency. 

Section 221. Classification of mail matter.—Mailable matter 
shall be divided into four classes: 

First, written matter; 
Second, periodical publications; 
Third, miscellaneous printed matter and other mailable 

matter not in the second, third, or fourth classes; 
Fourth, merchandise and other mailable matter weighing 

not less than eight ounces and not in any other class. (Mar. 
3, 1879, c. 180, § 7, 20 Stat. 358; Feb. 2S, 1925, c. 368; §§ 206, 

207, 43 Stat. 1067.) 
222. First-class matter.—Mailable matter of the first class 

shall embrace letters, postal cards, and all matters wholly or 
partly in writing, except as hereinafter provided. (Mar. 3, 

1879, c. 180, § 8, 20 Stat. 358.) 
223. Same; limit of weight.—The limit of weight of mail 

matter of the first class shall be the same as is applicable to 
mail of the fourth class. (May 18, 1916, C. 126, § 11, 39 Stat. 

162.) 
224. Second-class matter.—Mailable matter of the second 

class shall embrace all newspapers and other periodical pub-
lications which are issued at stated intervals, and as fre-
quently as four times a year and are within the conditions 

named in sections 225 and 226 of this title. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 

180, § 10, 20 Stat. 359.) 
225. Same; examination; advertisements attached to peri-

odicals.—Matter of the second class may be examined at the 
office of mailing, and if found to contain matter which is sub-

ject to a higher rate of postage, such matter shall be charged 

with postage at the rate to which the inclosed matter is sub-
ject. Nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
prohibit the insertion in periodicals of advertisements attached 
permanently to the same. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 12, 20 Stat. 

359.) 
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226. Same; conditions admitting publications to.—Except as 
otherwise provided by law, the conditions upon which a pub-
lication shall be admitted to the second class are as follows: 
First. It must regularly be issued at stated intervals, as fre-
quently as four times a year, and bear a date of issue. and be 
numbered consecutively. Second. It must be issued from a 
known office of publication. Third. It must be formed of 
printed paper sheets, without board, cloth, leather, or other 
substantial binding. such as distinguish printed books for pres-

ervation from periodical publications. Fourth. It must be 
originated and published for the dissemination of information 
of a public character, or devoted to literature, the sciences, 
arts, or some special industry, and having a legitimate list 
of subscribers. Nothing herein contained shall be so construed 
as to admit to the second class rate regular publications de-

signed primarily for advertising purposes, or for free circula-
tion, or for circulation at nominal rates. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 181), 
§ 14, 20 Stat. 359.) 

227. Same; foreign periodicals as; publications violating 
copyright laws.—Foreign newspapers and other periodicals of 
the same general character as those admitted to the second 
class in the United States may, under the direction of the 
Postmaster General, on application of the publishers thereof 
or their agents, be transmitted through the mails at the same 
rates as if published in the United States. Nothing herein 

contained shall be so construed as to allow the transmission 
through the mails of any publication which violates any copy-
right granted by the United States. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 
15, 20 Stat. 359.) 

228. Same; supplements to periodicals.—Publishers of mat-
ter of the second class may without subjecting it to extra 
postage, fold within their regular issues a supplement; hut 
in all cases the added matter must be germane to the publica-
tion which it supplements, that is to say, matter supplied in 
order to complete that to which it is added or supplemented, 
but omitted from the regular issue for want of space, time, 
or greater convenience, which supplement must in every case 

be issued with the publication. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 10, 
20 Stat. 359.) 

229. Same; publications of benevolent or professional so-
cieties, educational institutions, State boards, and trades-
unions; advertisements; circulation.—All periodical publica-
tions issued from a known place of publication at stated inter-
vals, and as frequently as four times a year, by or under the 
auspices of a benevolent or fraternal society or order organized 
under the lodge system and having a bona fide membership of 
not less than one thousand persons, or by a regularly incorpo-
rated institution of learning, or by a regularly established 
State institution of learning supported in whole or in part by 
public taxation, or by or under the auspices of a trades-union, 
and all publications of strictly professional, literary, historical, 

or scientific societies, including the bulletins issued by State 
boards of health, and by State boards or departments of public 
charities and corrections, shall be admitted to the mails as 
second-class matter, and the postage thereon shall be the same 
as on other second-class matter; and such periodical publica-
tions, issued by or under the auspices of benevolent or fra-
ternal societies or orders or trades-unions, or by strictly pro-
fessional, literary, historical, or scientific societies, shall have 
the right to carry advertising matter, whether such matter 
pertains to such benevolent or fraternal societies or orders, 
trades-unions, strictly professional, literary, historical, or 

scientific societies, or to other persons, institutions, or con-
cerns; but such periodical publications, hereby permitted to 
carry advertising matter, must not be designed or published 
primarily for advertising purposes, and shall be originated and 
published to further the objects and purposes of such benevo-

lent or fraternal societies or orders, trades-unions, or other 
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societies, respectively; and all such periodicals shall be formed
of printed paper sheets, without board, cloth, leather or other
substantial binding, such as distinguish printed books for pres-
ervation from periodical publications. The circulation through
the mails of periodical publications issued by, or under the
auspices of, benevolent or fraternal societies or orders, or
trades-unions, or by strictly professional, literary, historical,
or scientific societies, as second-class mail matter, shall be
limited to copies mailed to such members as pay therefor,
either as a part of their dues or assessments, or otherwise, not
less than 50 per centum of the regular subscription price; to
other bona fide subscribers; to exchanges, and 10 per centum
of such circulation as sample copies. When such members
pay therefor as a part of their dues or assessments, Individual
subscriptions or receipts shall not be required. The office of
publication of any such periodical publication shall be fixed by
the association or body by which it is published, or by its ex-
ecutive board, and such publication shall be printed at such
place and entered at the nearest post office thereto. (Aug. 24,
1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 550.)

230. Same; periodical publications of State departments of
agriculture.-All periodical publications issued from a known
place of publication at stated intervals as frequently as four
times a year by State departments of agriculture shall be
admitted to the mails as second-class mail matter: Provided,
That such matter shall be published only for the purpose of fur-
thering the objects of such departments: And provided further,
That such publications shall not contain any advertising mat-
ter of any kind. (June 6, 1900, c. 801, 31 Stat. 660.)

231. Same; affidavit of publishers; prepayment of postage.-
The Postmaster General, when in his judgment it shall be
necessary, may prescribe, by regulation, an affidavit in form,
to be taken by each publisher of any newspaper or periodical
publication sent through the mails, or news agent who dis-
tributes any of such newspapers or periodical publications,
or employee of such publisher or news agent, stating that he
will not send, or knowingly permit to be sent, through the
mails any copy or copies of such newspaper or periodical
publications except to regular subscribers thereto, or news
agents, without prepayment of the postage thereon at the rate
of 1 cent for each two ounces or fractional part thereof; and
if such publisher or news agent, or employee of such publisher
or news agent, when required by the Postmaster General or
any special agent of the Post Office Department to make such
affidavit, shall refuse so to do, and shall thereafter, without
having made such affidavit deposit any newspapers in the mall
for transmission, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and on conviction, shall be fined not exceeding $1,000 for each
refusal; and If any such person shall knowingly and willfully
mail any such matter without the payment of postage, or
procure the same to be done with the intent to avoid the pre-
payment of postage due thereon; or if any postmaster or post-
office official shall knowingly permit any such matter to be
mailed without prepayment of postage, he or they shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof,
shall be fined not more than $1,000, or imprisoned not exceed-
ing one year, one or both, in the discretion of the court. (Aug.
24, 1874, c. 456, § 9, 18 Stat. 233.)

232. Same; privileges annulled only after hearing.-When
any publication has been accorded second-class mail privileges,
the same shall not be suspended or annulled until a hearing
shall have been granted to the parties interested. (Mar. 3,
1901, c. 851, i 1, 31 Stat. 1107.)

233. Same; sworn statements relating to newspapers and
other publications.-The editor, publisher, business manager, or
owner of every newspaper, magazine, periodical, or other pub-
licat;on, except religious, fraternal, temperance, scientific, or
other similar publications shall file with the Postmaster Gen-

eral and the postmaster at tne omce at wuicn sauiu ptioluua-
tlon is entered, not later than the 1st day of Aprfl and the 1st
day of October of each year, on blanks furnished by the Post
Office Department, a sworn statement setting forth the names
and post-office addresses of the editor and managing editor,
publisher, business managers, and owners, and, in addition,
the stockholders, if the publication be owned by a corporation;
and also the names of known bondholders, mortgagees, or other
security holders; and also, in the case of daily newspapers,
the average of the number of copies of each issue of such pub-
lication sold or distributed to paid subscribers during the
preceding six months. It shall not be necessary to include in
such statement .the names of persons owning less than 1 per
centum of the total amount of stock, bonds, mortgages, or other
securities. A copy of such sworn statement shall be published
in the second issue of such newspaper, magazine, or other pub-
lication printed next after the filing of such statement. Any
such publication shall be denied the privileges of the mail if
it shall fall to comply with the provisions of this section within
ten days after notice by registered letter of such failure.
(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 2, 37 Stat. 553.)

234. Same; paid editorials and reading matter marked "Ad-
vertisement."-All editorial or other reading matter published
in any such newspaper, magazine, or periodical for the publi-
cation of which money or other valuable consideration is paid,
accepted, or promised shall be plainly marked " Advertisement."
Any editor or publisher printing editorial or'other reading
matter for which compensation is paid, accepted, or promised
without so marking the same, shall upon conviction in any
court having jurisdiction, be fined not less than $50 nor more
than $500. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 2, 37 Stat. 554.)

235. Third-class matter.-Mail matter of the third class shall
include books, circulars, and other matter wholly in print
(except newspapers and other periodicals entered as second-
class matter), proof sheets, corrected proof sheets, and manu-
script copy accompanying same, merchandise (including farm
and factory products) and all other mailable matter not in-
cluded in thbe first or second class, or in the fourth class as
defined in section 240 of this title. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §
206 (a), 43 Stat. 1067.)

236. Same; circular defined.-The term "circular" is de-
fined to be a printed letter, which, according to Internal evi-
dence, is being sent in identical terms to several persons. A
circular shall not lose its character as such, when the date
and the name of the addressed and of the sender shall be writ-
ten therein, nor by the correction of mere typographical errors
in writing. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 18, 20 Stat. 360.)

237. Same; printed matter defined.-" Printed matter" is
defined to be the reproduction upon paper, by any process
except that of handwriting, of any words, letters, characters,
figures, or images, or of any combination thereof, not having
the character of an actual and personal correspondence. (Mar.
3, 1879, c. 180, § 19, 20 Stat. 360.)

238. Same; letters written by blind.-All letters written in
point print or raised characters used by the blind when un-
sealed shall be transmitted through the mails as third-class
matter. (Mar. 2, 1899, c. 362, 30 Stat. 984.)

239. Foreign publications; when free of customs duty.-
Printed matter other than books received in the mails from
foreign countries under the provisions of postal treaties or
conventions shall be free of customs duty, and books which
are admitted to the international mails exchanged under the
provisions of the Universal Postal Union Convention may, when
subject to customs duty, be delivered to addresses in the United
States under such regulations for the collection of duties as
may be agreed upon by the Secretary of the Treasury and the
Postmaster General. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 17, 20 Stat. 359;
Feb. 2 1925. c. rS $ 20tb 4 A .qtn. I7 iT
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societies, respectively; and all such periodicals shall be formed 
of printed paper sheets, without board, cloth, leather or other 
substantial binding, such as distinguish printed books for pres-
ervation from periodical publications. The circulation through 
the mails of periodical publications issued by, or under the 
auspices of, benevolent or fraternal societies or orders, or 

trades-unions, or by strictly professional, literary, historical, 
or scientific societies, as second-class mail matter, shall be 
limited to copies mailed to such members as pay therefor, 
either as a part of their dues or assessments, or otherwise, not 
less than 50 per centum of the regular subscription price; to 
other bona fide subscribers; to exchanges, and 10 per centum 
of such circulation as sample copies. When such members 
pay therefor as a part of their dues or assessments, individual 
subscriptions or receipts shall not be required. The office of 
publication of any such periodical publication shall be fixed by 
the association or body by which it is published, or 'by its ex-
ecutive board, and such publication shall be printed at such 
place and entered at the nearest post office thereto. (Aug. 24, 
1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 550.) 

230. Same; periodical publications of State departments of 
agriculture.—All periodical publications issued from a known 
place of publication at stated intervals as frequently as four 
times a year by State departments of agriculture shall be 
admitted to the mails as second-class mail matter: Provided, 
That such matter shall be published only for the purpose of fur-
thering the objects of such departments: And provided further, 
That such publications shall not contain any advertising mat-
ter of any kind. (June 6, 1900, c. 801, 31 Stat. 660.) 

231. Same; affidavit of publishers; prepayment of postage.— 
The Postmaster General, when in his judgment it shall be 
necessary, may prescribe, by regulation, an affidavit in form, 
to be taken by each publisher of any newspaper or periodical 
publication sent through the mails, or news agent who dis-
tributes any of such newspapers or periodical publications, 
or employee of such publisher or news agent, stating that he 
will not send, or knowingly permit to be sent, through the 
mails any copy or copies of such newspaper or periodical 
publications except to regular subscribers thereto, or news 
agents, without prepayment of the postage thereon at the rate 

of 1 cent for each two ounces or fractional part thereof; and 
if such publisher or news agent, or employee of such publisher 
or news agent, when required by the Postmaster General or 
any special agent of the Post Office Department to make such 
affidavit, shall refuse so to do, and shall thereafter, without 
having made such affidavit deposit any newspapers in the mail 
for transmission, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction, shall be fined not exceeding $1,000 for each 
refusal; and if any such person shall knowingly and willfully 

mail any such matter without the payment of postage, or 
procure the same to be done with the intent to avoid the pre-
payment of postage due thereon; or if any postmaster or post-

office official shall knowingly permit any such matter to be 
mailed without prepayment of postage, he or they shall be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not more than $1,000, or imprisoned not exceed-

ing one year, one or both, in the discretion of the court. (Aug. 
24, 1874, c. 456, § 9, 18 Stat. 233.) 

232. Same; privileges annulled only after hearing.—When 
any publication has been accorded second-class mail privileges, 
the same shall not be suspended or annulled until a hearing 
shall have been granted to the parties interested. (Mar. 3, 
1901, c. 851, § 1, 31 Stat. 1107.) 

233. Same; sworn statements relating to newspapers and 
other publications.—The editor, publisher, business manager, or 
owner of every newspaper, magazine, periodical, or other pub-

lication, except religious, fraternal, temperance, scientific, or 
other similar publications, shall file with the Postmaster Gen-

eral and the postmaster at the office at which said publica-
tion is entered, not later than the 1st day of April and the 1st 
day of October of each year, on blanks furnished by the Post 
Office Department, a sworn statement setting forth the names 

and post-office addresses of the editor and managing editor, 
publisher, business managers, and owners, and, in addition, 
the stockholders, if the publication be owned by a corporation; 
and also the names of known bondholders, mortgagees, or other 
security holders; and also, in the case of daily newspapers, 
the average of the number of copies of each issue of such pub-
lication sold or distributed to paid subscribers during the 

preceding six months. It shall not be necessary to include in 
such statement the names of persons owning less than 1 per 
centum of the total amount of stock, bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities. A copy of such sworn statement shah be published 

in the second issue of such newspaper, magazine, or other pub-
lication printed next after the filing of such statement. Any 

such publication shall be denied the privileges of the mail if 
it shall fail to comply with the provisions of this section within 
ten days after notice by registered letter of such failure. 
(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 2, 37 Stat. 553.) 

234. Same; paid editorials and reading matter marked "Ad-

vertisement."—All editorial or other reading matter published 
in any such newspaper, magazine, or periodical for the publi-
cation of which money or other valuable consideration is paid, 
accepted, or promised shall be plainly marked " Advertisement." 

Any editor or publisher printing editorial or other reading 
matter for which compensation is paid, accepted, or promised 
without so marking the same, shall upon conviction in any 
court having jurisdiction, be fined not less than $50 nor more 
than $500. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 2, 37 Stat. 554.) 

235. Third-class matter.—Mall matter of the third class shall 
include books, circulars, and other matter wholly in print 
(except newspapers and other periodicals entered as second-
class matter), proof sheets, corrected proof sheets, and manu-
script copy accompanying same, merchandise (including farm 
and factory products) and all other mailable matter not in-
cluded in the first or second class, or in the fourth class as 
defined in section 240 of this title. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 
206 (a), 43 Stat. 1067.) 

236. Same; circular defined.—The term "circular" is de-
fined to be a printed letter, which, according to internal evi-
dence, is being sent in identical terms to several persons. A 
circular shall not lose its character as such, when the date 
and the name of the addressed and of the sender shall be writ-
ten therein, nor by the correction of mere typographical errors 
in writing. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 18, 20 Stat. 360.) 

237. Same; printed matter defined.—" Printed matter" is 
defined to be the reproduction upon paper, by any process 
except that of handwriting, of any words, letters, characters, 

figures, or images, or of any combination thereof, not having 
the character of an actual and personal correspondence. (Mar. 
3, 1879, c. 180, § 19, 20 Stat. 360.) 

238. Same; letters written by blind.—All letters written in 
point print or raised characters used by the blind when un-
sealed shall be transmitted through the mails as third-class 
matter. (Mar. 2, 1899, c. 362, 30 Stat. 984.) 

239. Foreign publications; when free of customs duty.— 
Printed matter other than books received in the mails from 
foreign countries under the provisions of postal treaties or 
conventions shall be free of customs duty, and books which 
are admitted to the international mails exchanged under the 
provisions of the Universal Postal Union Convention may, when 

subject to customs duty, be delivered to addresses in the United 
States under such regulations for the collection of duties as 
may be agreed upon by the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Postmaster General. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 17, 20 Stat. 359: 
Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, if 206, 43 Stat. 1067.) 
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240. Fourth-class matter; minimum weight; nonmailable
matter.-Mail matter of the fourth class shall weigh in excess of
eight ounces, and shall include books, circulars, and other mat-
ter wholly in print (except newspapers and other periodicals
entered as second-class matter), proof sheets, corrected proof

slhels and manuscript copy accompanying same, merchandise
(including farm and factory products), and all other mailable
matier nut included in the first or second class, or in the third
class as defined in section 235 of this title, not exceeding eleven

pountlds in weight, nor greater in size than seventy-two inches
in length and girth combined, nor in form or kind likely to

bijure the person of any postal employee or damage the mail
equipment or other mail matter and not of a character perish-
able within a period reasonably required for transportation
and delivery. (R. S. § 3879; June 8, 1896, c. 370, 29 Stat. 262;
Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 557; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,
§ 207 (a), 43 Stat. 1067.)

241. Same; experimental transportation of food products.-
During the twelve months next succeeding February 28, 1925,
the Postmaster General is authorized to conduct experiments
In the operation of not more than fifty rural routes, in localities

to be selected by him; said experiments shall be designed
primarily to develop and to encourage the transportation of
food products directly from producers to consumers or vendors,
and, if the Postmaster General shall deem it necessary or
advisable during the progress of said experiments, he is hereby

authorized, in his discretion, on such number or all of said
routes as he may desire, to reduce to such an extent as he may
deem advisable the rate of postage on food products mailed
directly on such routes for delivery at the post offices from
which such routes start, and to allow the rural carriers thereon
a commission on the postage so received at such rate as the
Postmaster General may prescribe, which commission shall be
in addition to the carriers' regular salaries. The amounts due
the carriers for commissions shall be determined under rules
and regulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster General
directly from the postal revenues. The amount so paid shall
in no case exceed the actual amount of revenue derived from
this experimental service.

A report on the progress of this experiment shall be made to
Congress at the next regular session. (July 28, 1916, c. 261,
§ 1, 39 Stat. 424; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 207 (c), 43 Stat. 1068.)

242. Same; purchase or rental of equipment and supplies for
Parcel Post System.-The Postmaster General may provide by
purchase, rental, or otherwise, such equipment and supplies,
including vehicles, maps, stamps, directories, and printed in-
structions, as may be necessary, to carry out the provisions of
this chapter with reference to fourth-class mail matter, and
appoint and compensate such employees as may be required.
(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 558; Mar. 4, 1913, c. 149, 37
Stat. 928.)

243. Same; disposition of nonmailable matter.-All matter
of the fourth class shall be subject to examination. If any
matter excluded from the mails by section 240 of this title,
except that declared nonmailable by section 334 of Title 18,
shall, by inadvertence, reach the office of destination, the same
shall be delivered in accordance with its address. The party
addressed shall furnish the name and address of the sender to

the postmaster at the office of delivery, who shall immediately

report the facts to the Postmaster General. If the person ad-

dressed refuse to give the required information, the postmaster
shall hold the package subject to the order of the Postmaster
General. All matter declared nonmallable by section 334 of
Title 18, which shall reach the office of delivery, shall be held
by the postmaster at the said office subject to the order of the
Postmaster General. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, i 21, 20 Stat. 360;
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244. Insurance of parcels and collection of postage.-Tihe
Postmaster General shall make provision by regulation for the
indemnification of shippers of articles sent by fourth-class mail
or third-class domestic mail, for shipments injured or lost, by
insurance or otherwise, and, when desired, for the collection on
delivery of the postage and price of the article shipped, tixing
such charges as may be necessary to pay the cost of such addi-
tional services. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 558; June
7, 1924, c. 347, 43 Stat. 652; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 211 (c), 43
Stat. 1069.)

245. Same; fee for insurance; receipt of delivery.-The fee
for insurance shall be 5 cents for indemnification not to exceed

$5; 8 cents for indemnification not to exceed $25; 10 cents for
indemnification not to exceed $50; and 25 cents for indemniifi-

cation not to exceed $100. Whenever the sender of an insured
article of mail matter shall so request, and upon payment of a

fee of 3 cents, a receipt shall be taken on the delivery of such

insured mail matter, showing to whom and when the same was

delivered, which receipt shall be returned to the sender, and be

received in the courts as prima facie evidence of such delivery.

(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 211 (a), 43 Stat. 1069.)
246. Same; collect-on-delivery fee.-The fee for collect-on-

delivery service shall be 12 cents for collections not to exceed
$10; 15 cents for collections not to exceed $50; and 25 cents
for collections not to exceed $100. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §
211 (b), 43 Stat. 1069.)

247. Reformation of classification, etc.-If the Postmaster
General shall find on experience that the classification of ar-
ticles mailable, the weight limit, the rates of postage, zone or

zones and other conditions of mailability or any of them are
such as to prevent the shipment of articles desirable, or to
permanently render the cost of the service greater than the
receipts of the revenue therefrom, he shall, subject to the con-
sent of the Interstate Commerce Commission after investiga-
tion, reform from time to time such classifications, weight
limit, rates, zone or zones or conditions, or either, in order to
promote the service to the public or insure the receipt of rev-
enue from such service adequate to pay the cost thereof. (July
28, 1916, c. 261, § 6, 39 Stat. 431; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,. § 207 (b),
43 Stat. 1067.)

248. Addresses on postal cards and unsealed circulars.-Ad-
dresses upon postal cards and unsealed circulars may be either
written, printed, or affixed thereto, at the option of the sender.
(July 12, 1876, c. 179, § 15, 19 Stat. 82.)

249. Permissible marks on and inclosures in second, third,
and fourth class matter.-Mailable matter of the second class
shall contain no writing, print, or sign thereon or therein in
addition to the original print, except as herein provided, to
wit: the name and address of the person to whom the matter
shall be sent, index figures of subscription book either printed
or written, the printed title of the publication and the place of
its publication, the printed or written name and address with-
out addition of advertisement of the publisher or sender, or
both, and written or printed words or figures, or both, indi-
cating the date on which the subscription to such matter will
end, the correction of any typographical error, a mark except
by written or printed words, to designate a word or passage to
which it is desired to call attention; the words "Sample copy"
when the matter is sent as such, the words "Marked copy"
when the matter contains a marked Item or article, and pub-
lishers or news agents may Inclose in their publications bills,
receipts, and orders for subscriptions thereto, but the same
shall be in such form as to convey no other Information than
the name, place of publication, subscription price of the pub-
lication to which they refer and the subscription due thereon.
Upon matter of the third and fourth classes or upon the
wranoer or envelope inclosing the same or the tag or label

§ 249

-

-

-of

1251 TITLE 39.-TRE POSTAL SERVICE § 249 

240. Fourth-class matter; minimum weight; nonmailable 
matter.-Mail matter of the fourth class shall weigh in excess of 
eight ounces, and shall include books, circulars, and other mat-
ter wholly in print (except newspapers and other periodicals 
entered as second-class matter), proof sheets, corrected proof 

sheet s and manuscript copy accompanying same, merchandise 
(including farm and factory products), and all other mailable 
nuttier not included in the first or second class, or in the third 

class as defined in section 235 of this title, not exceeding eleven 
pounds in weight, nor greater in size than seventy-two inches 

in length and girth combined, nor in form or kind likely to 
injure the person of any postal employee or damage the mail 

equipment or other mail matter and not of a character perish-
able within a period reasonably required for transportation 

and delivery. (R. S. § 3879; June 8, 1896, c. 370, 29 Stat. 262; 
Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 557; Feb. 28: 1925, c. 368, 

§ 207 (a), 43 Stat. 1067.) 
241. Same; experimental transportation of food products.-

During tile twelve months next succeeding February 28, 1925, 
the Postmaster General is authorized to conduct experiments 

in the operation of not more than fifty rural routes, in localities 
to be selected by him; said experiments shall be designed 
primarily to develop and to encourage the transportation of 
food products directly from producers to consumers or vendors, 
and, if the Postmaster General shall deem it necessary or 
advisable during the progress of said experiments, he is hereby 
authorized, in his discretion, on such number or all of said 
routes as he may desire, to reduce to such au extent as he may 
deem advisable the rate of postage on food products mailed 
directly on such routes for delivery at the post offices from 

which such routes start, and to allow the rural carriers thereon 
a commission on the postage so received at such rate as the 

Postmaster General may prescribe, which commission shall be 
in addition to the carriers' regular salaries. The amounts due 
the carriers for commissions shall be determined under rules 

and regulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster General 
directly from the postal revenues. The amount so paid shall 

in no case exceed the actual amount of revenue derived from 

this experimental service. 
A report on the progress of this experiment shall be made to 

Congress at the next regular session. (July 28, 1916, c: 261, 
1, 39 Stat. 424; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 207 (c), 43 Stat. 1068.) 
242. Same; purchase or rental of equipment and supplies for 

Parcel Post System.-The Postmaster General may provide by 
purchase, rental, or otherwise, such equipment and supplies, 
including vehicles, maps, stamps, directories, and printed in-
structions, as may be necessary, to carry out the provisions of 
this chapter with reference to fourth-class mail matter, and 
appoint and compensate such employees as may be required. 
(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 558; Mar. 4, 1913, c. 149, 37 

Stat. 928.) 
243. Same; disposition of nonmailable matter.-All matter 

of the fourth class shall be subject to examination. If any 
matter excluded from the mails by section 240 of this title, 

except that declared nonmailable by section 334 of Title 18, 
shall, by inadvertence, reach the office of destination, the same 

shall be delivered in accordance with its address. The party 
addressed shall furnish the name and address of the sender to 

the postmaster at the office of delivery, who shall immediately 
report the facts to the Postmaster General. If the person ad-
dressed refuse to give the required information, the postmaster 
shall hold the package subject to the order of the Postmaster 
General. All matter declared nonmailable by section 334 of 

Title 18, which shall reach the office of delivery, shall be held 
by the postmaster at the said office subject to the order of the 
Postmaster General. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 21, 20 Stat. 360; 

Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 557.) 

244. Insurance of parcels and collection of postage.- The 
Postmaster General shall make provision by regulation for the 
indemnification a shippers of articles sent by fourth-class mail 
or third-class domestic mail, for shipments injured or lost, by 
insurance or otherwise, and, when desired, for the collection on 
delivery of the. postage and price of the article shipped, fixing 

such charges as may be necessary to pay the cost of such addi-
tional services. (Aug. 24, 1912, e. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 558; June 
7, 1924, e. 347, 43 Stat. 632; Feb. 28, 1025, c. 368, § 211 (c), 43 
Stat. 1069.) 

245. Same; fee for insurance; receipt of delivery.-The fee 
for insurance shall be 5 cents for indemnification not to exceed 
$5; 8 cents for indemnification not to exceed $25; 10 cents for 
indemnification not to exceed $50; and 25 cents for indemnifi-
cation not to exceed $100. Whenever the sender of an insured 
article of mail matter shall so request, and upon payment of a 
fee of 3 cents, a receipt shall be taken on the delivery of such 
insured mail matter, showing to whom and when the same was 
delivered, which receipt shall be returned to the sender, and be 
received in the courts as prima fade evidence of such delivery. 

(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 211 (a), 43 Stat. 1069.) • 
246. Same; collect-on-delivery fee.-The fee for collect-on-

delivery service shall be 12 cents for collections not to exceed 

$10; 15 cents for collections not to exceed $50; and 25 cents 
for collections not to exceed $100. (Feb. 28, 1925, C. 368, § 

211 (b), 43 Stat. 1069.) 
247. Reformation of classification, etc.-If the Postmaster 

General shall find on experience that the classification of ar-
ticles mailable, the weight limit, the rates of postage, zone or 

zones and other conditions of mailability or any of them are 
such as to prevent the shipment of articles desirable, or to 
permanently render the cost of the service greater than the 

receipts of the revenue therefrom, he shall, subject to the con-
sent of the Interstate Commerce Commission after investiga-
tion, reform from time to time such classifications, weight 
limit, rates, zone or zones or conditions, or either, in order to 
promote the service to the public or insure the receipt of rev-
enue from such service adequate to pay the cost thereof. (July 
28, 1916, c. 261, § (1, 39 Stat. 431; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 207 (b), 

43 Stat. 1067.) 
248. Addresses on postal cards and unsealed circulars.-Ad-

dresses upon postal cards and unsealed circulars may be either 
written, printed, or affixed thereto, at the option of the sender. 

(July 12, 1876, c. 179, § 15, 19 Stat. 82.) 
249. Permissible marks on and indosures in second, third, 

and fourth class matter.-Mailable matter of the second class 
shall contain no writing, print, or sign thereon or therein in 

addition to the original print, except as herein provided, to 
wit: the name and address of the person to whom the matter 
shall be sent, index figures of subscription book either printed 
or written, the printed title of the publication and the place of 
its publication, the printed or written name and address with-
out addition of advertisement of the publisher or sender, or 
both, and written or printed words or figures, or both, indi-
cating the date on which the subscription to such matter will 
end, the correction of any typographical error, a mark except 
by written or printed words, to designate a word or passage to 
which it is desired to call attention; the words " Sample copy" 
when the matter is sent as such, the words " Marked copy" 

when the matter contains a marked item or article, and pub-
lishers or news agents may inclose in their publications bills, 
receipts, and orders for subscriptions thereto, but the same 
shall be in such form as to convey no other information than 

the name, place of publication, subscription price of the pub-
lication to which they refer and the subscription due thereon. 
Upon matter of the third and fourth classes or upon the 
wrapper or envelope inclosing the same or the tag or label 
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attached thereto the sender may write his own name, occupa-
tion, and residence or business address, preceded by the word
" From," and may make marks other than by written or printed
words to call attention to any word or passage in the text, and
may correct any typographical errors. There may be placed
upon the blank leaves or cover of any book or printed matter
of such classes a simple manuscript dedication or inscription
not of the nature of a personal correspondence. Upon the
wrapper or envelope or the tag or label attached thereto may
be printed any matter mailable as third-class matter. The
sender of any third or fourth class matter may write upon the
wrapper or cover thereof, or tag or label accompanying the
same, any marks, numbers, names, or letters for purpose of
description, or may ,print thereon the same, and any printed
matter not in the nature of a personal correspondence, but
there must be left on the address side or face of the package
a space sufficient for a legible address and necessary stamps.
In all cases directions for transmit, delivery, forwarding, or
return shall be deemed part of the address; and the Postmaster
General shall prescribe suitable regulations for carrying this
section into effect. There may be placed on third or fourth
class mail matter, or on the package, wrapper, or envelope in-
closing the same, or on a tag or label attached thereto, either
in writing or otherwise, the words " Please do not open until
Christmas," or words to that effect. With a package of fourth-
class inatter prepaid at the proper rate for that class the sender
may inclose any mailable third-class matter. (Jan. 20, 1888.
e. 2, § 1, 25 Stat. 1; Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 6, 36 Stat. 1340;
Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, 5 206, 43 Stat. 1067.)

250. Wrapping and securing matter not charged with first-
dams puutage.-The Postmaster General may prescribe, by
regulation, the manner of wrapping and securing for the mails
all packages of matter not charged with first-class postage, so
that the contents of such packages may be easily examined;
and no package the contents of which can not be easily exam-
ined shall pass in the mails, or be delivered at a less rate than
for matter of the first class. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 24, 20
Stat. 361.)

251. Same; removing wrappers.-Postmasters at the office of
delivery may remove the wrappers and envelopes from mail
matter not charged with letter postage, when it can be done
without destroying them, for the purpose of ascertaining
whether there is upon or connected with any such matter any-
thing which would authorize or require the charge of a higher
rate of postage thereon. (R. S. § 3882.)

252. Newspapers; dried and in wrappers.-No newspapers
shall be received to be conveyed by mail unless they are suffi-
ciently dried and inclosed in proper wrappers. (I. S. § 3883.)

253. Same; notice of refusal to receive.-Postmasters shall
notify the publisher of any newspaper, or other periodical,
when any subscriber shall refuse to take the same from the
office, or neglect to call for it for the period of one month.
(R. S. § 3885.)

254. Same; carrying out of mail.-Contractors or mall car-
riers may convey, out of the mail, newspapers for sale or dis-
tribution to subscribers. (R. S. § 3888.)

255. Identification of persons claiming mail under fictitious
address.-The Postmaster General may, upon evidence satis-
factory to him, that any person is using any fictitious, false, or
assumed name, title, or address in conducting, promoting, or
carrying on or assisting therein, by means of the Post Office
Establishment of the United States, any business scheme or
device in violation of the provisions of sections 338 and 339 of
Title 18, instruct any postmaster at any post office at which
such letters, cards, or packets, addressed to such fictitious,
false, or assumed name or address arrive to notify the party
'laiaing or receiving such letters, cards, or packets to appear

at the post office and be identified; and if the party so notified

fails to appear and be identified, or if it shall satisfactorily ap-
pear that such letters, cards, or packets are addressed to a
fictitious, false, or assumed name or address, such letters,
postal cards, or packages shall be forwarded to the dead-letter
office as fictitious matter. (Mar. 2, 1889, c. 393, § 3, 25 Stat
873.)

256. Matter relating to spurious money not mailable.-All
matter the deposit of which in the mails is made punishable by
sections 338 and 339 of Title 18 is hereby declared nonmailable;
but nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to au-
thorize any person other than an employee of the dead-letter
office, duly authorized thereto, to open any letter not addressed
to himself. (Mar. 2, 1889, c. 393, § 4, 25 Stat. 874.)

257. Delivery of mail to persons not residents of place of
address.-Whenever the Postmaster General is satisfied that
letters or packets sent in the mails are addressed to places
not the residence or business address of the persons for whom
they are intended, to enable such persons to escape identifica-
tion, he may direct postmasters to deliver such letters only
from the post office upon identification of persons addressed.
(Mar. 2, 1889, c. 393, § 5, 25 Stat. 874.)

258. Letters seized to be returned to senders.-All letters,
packets, or other matter which may be seized or detained for
violation of law shall be returned to the owner or sender of
the same, or otherwise disposed of as the Postmaster General
may direct. (R. S. § 3895.)

259. Mail of persons conducting lotteries or fraudulent
schemes returned; evidence of agency.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any person
or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enter-
prise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real
or personal property by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or
that any person or company is conducting any other scheme or
device for obtaining money or property of any kind through
the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representa-
tions, or promises, instruct postmasters at any post office at
which registered letters or any other letters or mail matter
arrive directed to any such person or company, or to the agent
or representative of any such person or company, whether such
agent or representative is acting as an individual or as a firm.
bank, corporation, or association of any kind, to return all such
mail matter to the postmaster at the office at which it was
originally mailed, with the word "Fraudulent" plainly written
or stamped upon the outside thereof; and all such mail matter
so returned to such postmasters shall be by them returned to
the writers thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may prescribe. Nothing contained in this section shall
be so construed as to authorize any postmaster or other person
to open any letter not addressed to himself. The public ad-
vertisement by such person or company so conducting such
lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device, that remittances for
the same may be made by mail to any other person. firm, bank,
corporation, or association named therein shall be held to be
prima facie evidence of the existence of said agency by all the
parties named therein: but the Postmaster General shall not
be precluded from ascertaining the existence of such agency
in any other legal way satisfactory to himself. (R. S. § 3929;
Sept. 19, 1890, c. 908, § 2, 26 Stat. 466; Mar. 2, 1895, c. 191, § 4,
28 Stat. 964.)

Chapter 7.-POSTAGE.
Sec.
271. Prepayment of postage.
272. Payment of postage before delivery.
273. Acceptance and delivery of prepaid first-class matter without

stamps affixed.
274. Disposal of partly paid and unpaid mail matter.
275. Disposal of part-paid first-class matter; deficiency stamps.
276. Forwarding or returning to sender charged with postage certain

*ourth-ctass maul matter.
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attached thereto the sender may write his own name, occupa-
tion, and residence or business address, preceded by the word 
" From," and may make marks other than by written or printed 
words to call attention to any word or passage in the text, and 
may correct any typographical errors. There may be placed 
upon the blank leaves or cover of any book or printed matter 
of such classes a simple manuscript dedication or inscription 

not of the nature of a personal correspondence. Upon the 
wrapper or envelope or the tag or label attached thereto may 
be printed any matter mailable as third-class matter. The 
sender of any third or fourth class matter may write upon the 

wrapper or cover thereof, or tag or label accompanying the 
same, any marks, numbers, names, or letters for purpose of 
description, or may ,print thereon the same, and any printed 
matter not in the nature of a personal correspondence, but 
there must be left on the address side or face of the package 
a space sufficient for a legible address and necessary stamps. 
In all cases directions for transmit, delivery, forwarding, or 
return shall be deemed part of the address ; and the Postmaster 
General shall prescribe suitable regulations for carrying this 

section into effect. There may be placed on third or fourth 
class mail matter, or on the package, wrapper, or envelope in-
closing the same, or on a tag or label attached thereto, either 
in writing or otherwise, the words " Please do not open until 
Christmas," or words to that effect. With a package of fourth-
class matter prepaid at the proper rate for that class the sender 
may inclose any mailable third-class matter. (Jan. 20, 1888. 

e. 2, § 1, 25 Stat. 1; Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 6, 36 Stat. 1340; 
Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, 1 206, 43 Stat. 1067.) 

259. Wrapping and securing matter not charged with first-
class postage.—The Postmaster General may prescribe, by 
regulation, the manner of wrapping and securing for the mails 
all packages of matter not charged with first-class postage, so 
that the contents of such packages may be easily examined; 
and no package the contents of which can not be easily exam-
ined shall pass in the mails, or be delivered at a less rate than 

for matter of the first class. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 24, 20 
Stat. 361.) 

251. Same; removing wrappers.—Postmasters at the office of 

delivery may remove the wrappers and envelopes from mail 
matter not charged with letter postage, when it can be done 

without destroying them, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether there is upon or connected with any such matter any-
thing which would authorize or require the charge of a higher 
rate of postage thereon. (R. S. § 3RS9  ) 

252. Newspapers; dried and in wrappers.—No newspapers 
shall be received to be conveyed by mail unless they are suffi-
ciently dried and inclosed in proper wrappers. (R. S. § 3883.) 

253. Same; notice of refusal to receive.—Postmasters shall 
notify the publisher of any newspaper, or other periodical, 

when any subscriber shall refuse to take the same from the 
office, or neglect to call for it for the period of one month. 
(R. S. § 3885.) 

254. Same; carrying out of mail.—Contractors or mail car-
riers may convey, out of the mail, newspapers for sale or dis-
tribution to subscribers. (R. S. § 3888.) 

255. Identification of persons claiming mail under fictitious 
address.—The Postmaster General may. upon evidence satis-
factory to him, that any person is using any fictitious, false, or 
assumed name, title, or address in conducting, promoting, or 
carrying on or assisting therein, by means of the Post Office 

Establishment of the United States, any business scheme or 
device in violation of the provisions of sections 338 and 339 of 

Title 18, instruct any postmaster at any post office at which 
such letters, cards, or packets, addressed to such fictitious, 
false, or assumed name or address arrive to notify the party 
claiming or receiving such letters, cards, or packets to appear 

at the post office and be identified; and if the party so notified 

fails to appear and be identified, or if it shall satisfactorily ap-
pear that such letters, cards, or packets are addressed to a 
fictitious, false, or assumed name or address, such letters, 
postal cards, or packages shall be forwarded to the dead-letter 
office as fictitious matter. (Mar. 2, 1889, c. 393, § 3, 25 Stat 

873.) 
256. Matter relating to spurious money not mailable.—All 

matter the deposit of which in the mails is made punishable by 

sections 338 and 339 of Title 18 is hereby declared nonmailable; 
but nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to au-
thorize any person other than an employee of the dead-letter 
office, duly authorized thereto, to open any letter not addressed 
to himself. (Mar. 2, 1889, c. 393, § 4, 25 Stat. 874.) 

257. Delivery of mail to persons not residents of place of 

address.—Wlienever the Postmaster General is satisfied that 
letters or packets sent in the mails are addressed to places 

not the residence or business address of the persons for whom 
they are intended, to enable such persons to escape identifica-

tion, he may direct postmasters to deliver such letters only 
from the post office upon identification of persons addressed. 
(Mar. 2, 1889, c. 393, § 5, 25 Stat. 874.) 
258. Letters seized to be returned to senders.—All letters, 

packets, or other matter which may be seized or detained for 
violation of law shall be returned to the owner or sender of 
the same, or otherwise disposed of as the Postmaster General 

may direct. (R. B. § 3895.) 
259. Mail of persons conducting lotteries or fraudulent 

schemes returned; evidence of agency.—The Postmaster Gen-
eral may, upon evidence satisfactory to him that any person 

or company is engaged in conducting any lottery, gift enter-
prise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or of any real 
or personal property by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or 
that any person or company is conducting any other scheme or 

device for obtaining money or property of any kind through 
the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representa-
tions, or promises, instruct postmasters at any post office at 
which registered letters or any other letters or mail matter 
arrive directed to any such person or company, or to the agent 

or representative of any such person or company, whether such 
agent or representative is acting as an individual or as a firm. 

bank, corporation, or association of any kind, to return all such 
mail matter to the postmaster at the office at which it was 

originally mailed, with the word " Fraudulent " plainly written 
or stamped upon the outside thereof; and all such mail matter 
so returned to such postmasters shall be by them returned to 
the writers thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster 
General may prescribe. Nothing contained in this section shall 
be so construed as to authorize any postmaster or other person 
to open any letter not addressed to himself. The public ad-
vertisement by such person or company so conducting such 
lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device, that remittances for 
the same may be made by mail to any other person. firm, bank, 
corporation, or association named therein shall be held to he 
prima fade evidence of the existence of said agency by all the 

parties named therein: but the Postmaster General shall not 
be precluded from ascertaining the existence of such agency 
in any other legal way satisfactory to himself. (R. S. § 3929; 

Sept. 19, 1890, c. 908, § 2, 26 Stat. 466; Mar. 2, 1895, c. 191, § 4, 
28 Stat. 964.) 

Chapter 7.—POSTAGE. 

Sec. 
271. Prepayment of postage. 
272. Payment of postage before delivery. 
273. Acceptance and delivery of prepaid first-class matter without 

stamps affixed. 
274. Disposal of partly paid and unpaid mail matter. 
275. Disposal of part-paid first-class matter; deficiency stamps. 
276. Forwarding or returning to sender charged with postage certain 

fourth-class mail matter. 
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277. Second-class publicationq not deliverable at address thereon ; re-
turn charged with third-class rate.

27S. Returning or remailing without full prepayment; second, third,
and fourth class matter.

279. Box rents to be prepaid.
280. Postage on first-class matter.
2S1. Postage on private mailing cards.
282. Postage on second-class matter; time for paying.
283. Postage on second-class matter sent by publisher or news agent;

second-class matter issued by religious, etc., organizations; sec-
ond-class matter for delivery by carriers; statements, etc., filed
by publishers.

284. Postage on proofs of advertisements intended for publications en-
tered as second-class matter.

285. Discontinuance of newspaper stamps; collecting and accounting
for postage on second-class matter; prepayment.

286. Postage on newspapers mailed in county of publication and at
free-delivery offices.

287. Postage on second-class matter mailed by others than publishers
or news agents.

288. Postage on second-class matter not exceeding one pound.
289. Zone rate to relate to entire bulk.
290. Postage on Congressional Record mailed at Washington.
291. Third-class matter; rate of postage.
292. Fourth-class matter; postal zones.
293. Same; rates of postage; service charge.
294. Same; special handling.
295. Quantities of identical pieces of third or fourth class matter ac-

cepted for transmission without stamps if prepaid.
296. Clothing to soldiers by mall.
297. Postage on foreign mall matter.
298. Postage on irregular sea letters.
299. Postage on aeroplane mall.
300. Refund of postage paid for service not rendered, or in excess of

legal rate.
301. Special joint Congressional committee to investigate postal rates.

Section 271. Prepayment of postage.-Postage on all mail

matter must be prepaid by stamps at the time of mailing, un-

less herein otherwise provided for. (R. S. § 3896.)
272. Payment of postage before delivery.-No mail matter

shall be delivered until the postage due thereon has been paid.
(R. S. § 3900.)

273. Acceptance and delivery of prepaid first-class matter
without stamps affixed.-The Postmaster General, under such
regulations as he may prescribe for the collection of such post-
age, may accept for delivery and deliver, without postage

stamps affixed thereto, mail matter of the first class on which
the postage has been fully prepaid at the rate provided by

law. (Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 5, 41 Stat. 583.)
274. Disposal of partly paid and unpaid mail matter.-If

any mail matter, on which by law the postage is required to be
prepaid at the mailing office, shall by inadvertence reach its

destination without any prepayment, double the prepaid rates

shall be charged and collected on delivery. (R. S. § 3898;
June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 4, 30 Stat. 444; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009,

§ 8, 32 Stat. 1176.)
275. Disposal of part-paid first-class matter; deficiency

stamps.-All mail matter of the first class upon which one full

rate of postage has been prepaid shall be forwarded to its
destination, charged with the unpaid rate, to be collected on
dllivery; but postmasters, before delivering the same, or any

artiele of mail matter upon which prepayment in full has not
1be tIn made, shall affix, or cause to be affixed, and canceled as

ordinary stamps are canceled, one or more stamps equivalent

in value to the amount of postage due on such article of mail

matter, which stamps shall be of such special design and de-

nor ination as the Postmaster General may prescribe, and

which shall in no case be sold by any postmaster nor received
by him in prepayment of postage. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 26,

20 Stat. 361.)
276. Forwarding or returning to sender charged with post-

age certain fourth-class mail matter.-Under such regulations

as the Postmaster General may prescribe, fourth-class matter
# n h-i,; vno _-hih ii Q t f a nef rishable nature may be for-

§ 281

warded to the addressee at another post office charged with
the amount of the forwarding postage, and when such matter
of a perishable nature is uqdeliverable to the addressee it may
be returned to the sender charged with the return postage.
Other undeliverable matter of the second, third, and fourth
classes may be forwarded to the addressee or to such other
person as the sender may direct, at another post office, charged
with the amount of the forwarding postage, or it may be re-
turned to the sender charged with the return postage, when it
bears the sender's pledge that the postage for forwarding and
return will be paid, such postage to be collected on delivery
but when the sender refuses to furnish such postage in accord-
ance with his pledge, the acceptance from him of further
matter bearing such pledge may be refused. (June 13, 1898,
c. 446, § 4, 30 Stat. 444; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 9, 32 Stat.
1176; Nov. 19, 1919, c. 119, 41 Stat. 360.)

277. Second-class publications not deliverable at address
thereon; return charged with third-class rate.-When copies
of any publication of the second class, mailed by a publisher at
the pound rate or free in the county of publication, are undeliv-
erable at the address thereon, the postmaster at the office of
destination shall promptly notify the publisher of the fact, giv-
ing the reason therefor, and copies received five weeks after the
mailing of the notice to the publisher, and in no instance until
two successive issues thereof have been published, shall, under
such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe, be
separately returned to the publisher thereof charged with
postage at the third-class rate. (May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat.
366.)

278. Returning or remailing without full prepayment;
second, third, aid fourth class matter.-Except as provided in

sections 276 and 277 of this title second, third, and fourth class
mail matter shall not be returned to sender or remailed until
the postage has been fully prepaid on the same. In all cases
where undelivered matter of the second class is of obvious
value, the sender, if known, shall be notified of the fact, of non-
delivery, and be given the opportunity of prepaying the return
postage. In all cases when undelivered mail matter of the third
and fourth classes is of obvious value, the sender, if known,
shall be given the opportunity of prepaying the return postage
or accepting delivery to himself or upon his order, at the office
where it is held, upon the payment of 1 cent postage for each
card notice given him, under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may prescribe. (June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 4, 30 Stat.
444; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 9, 32 Stat. 1176.)

279. Box rents to be prepaid.-No box at any post office shall
be assigned to the use of any person until the rent thereof has
been paid for at least one quarter in advance, for which the
postmaster shall give a receipt. (R. S. 8 3901.)

280. Postage on first-class matter.-On mailable matter of
the first class, except postal cards and drop letters, postage
shall be prepaid at the rate of 2 cents for each ounce or frac-
tion thereof; postal cards shall be transmitted through the
mails at a postage charge of 1 cent each, including the cost of
ma~nufacture; and drop letters shall be mailed at the rate of 2

cents per ounce or fraction thereof, including delivery at letter-
carrier offices, and 1 cent for each ounce or fraction thereof
where free delivery by carrier is not established. The Post-
master General may, however, provide, by regulation, for trans-
mitting unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and

marines in the service of the United States to their destination,
to be paid on delivery. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 9, 20 Stat. 358;
Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 1, 23 Stat. 386; Oct. 3, 1917, c. 63, § 1100,
40 Stat. 327; Feb. 24, 1919, c. 18, § 1401, 40 Stat. 1150.)

281. Postage on private mailing cards.-It shall be lawful
to transmit by mail, at the postage rate of 2 cents apiece, pay-
able by stamps to be affixed by the sender, and under such
regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe,-written

- .Sec.
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Sec. 
277. Second-class publications not deliverable at address thereon ; re-

turn charged with third-class rate. 
278. Returning or remailing without full prepayment; second, third, 

and fourth class matter. 
279. Box rents to be prepaid. 
280. Postage on first-class matter. 
281. Postage on private mailing cards. 
282. Postage on second-class matter; time for paying. 
283. Postage on second-class matter sent by publisher or news agent; 

second-class matter issued by religious, etc., organizations; sec-
ond-class matter for delivery by carriers; statements, etc., filed 
by publishers. 

284. Postage on proofs of advertisements intended for publications en-
tered as second-class matter. 

285. Discontinuance of newspaper stamps; collecting and accounting 
for postage on second-class matter; prepayment. 

286. Postage on newspapers mailed in county of publication and at 
free-delivery offices. 

287. Postage on second-class matter mailed by others than publishers 

or news agents. 
288. Postage on second-class matter not exceeding one pound. 
289. Zone rate to relate to entire bulk. 
290. Postage on Congressional Record mailed at Washington. 
291. Third-class matter; rate of postage. 
292. Fourth-class matter; postal zones. 
293. Same; rates of postage; service charge. 
294. Same; special handling. 
295. Quantities of identical pieces of third or fourth class matter ae-

cepted for transmission without stamps if prepaid. 
296. Clothing tO soldiers by mall. 
297. Postage on foreign mail matter. 
298. Postage on irregular sea letters. 
299. Postage on aeroplane mail. 
300. Refund of postage paid for service not rendered, or in excess of 

legal rate. 
301. Special joint Congressional committee to investigate postal rates. 

Section 271. Prepayment of postage.—Postage on all mail 

matter must be prepaid by stamps at the time of mailing, un-
less herein otherwise provided for. (R. S. § 3896.) 

272. Payment of postage before delivery.—No mail matter 
shall be delivered until the postage due thereon has been paid. 

(R. S. § 3900.) 
273. Acceptance and delivery of prepaid first-class matter 

without stamps affixed.—The Postmaster General, under such 
regulations as he may prescribe for the collection of such post-
age, may accept for delivery and deliver, without postage 

stamps affixed thereto, mail matter of the first class on which 
the postage has been fully prepaid at the rate provided by 

law. (Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 5, 41 Stat. 583.) 

274. Disposal of partly paid and unpaid mail matter.—If 
any mail matter, on which by law the postage is required to be 
prepaid at the mailing office, shall by inadvertence reach its 

destination without any prepayment, double the prepaid rates 
shall be charged and collected on delivery. (R. S. § 3898; 
June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 4, 30 Stat. 444; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, 

§ 8, 32 Stat. 1176.) 
275. Disposal of part-paid first-class matter; deficiency 

stamps.--All mail matter of the first class upon which one full 
rate of postage has been prepaid shall be forwarded to its 
destination, charged with the unpaid rate, to be collected on 
delivery; but postmasters, before delivering the same, or any 
article of mail matter upon which prepayment in full has not 

been made, shall affix, or cause to be affixed, and canceled as 
ordinary stamps are canceled, one or more stamps equivalent 
in value to the amount of postage due on such article of mail 

matter, which stamps shall be of such special design and de-
nomination as the Postmaster General may prescribe, and 
which shall in no case be sold by any postmaster nor received 
by him in prepayment of postage. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 26, 

20 Stat. 361.) 
276. Forwarding or returning to sender charged with post-

age certain fourth-rings mail matter.—Under such regulations 
as the Postmaster General may prescribe, fourth-class matter 

of obvious value which is of a perishable nature may be for-

warded to the addressee at another post office charged with 
the amount of the forwarding postage, and when such matter 
of a perishable nature is undeliverable to the addressee it may 
be returned to the sender charged with the return postage. 

Other undeliverable matter of the second, third, and fourth 
classes may be forwarded to the addressee or to such other 
person as the sender may direct, at another post office, charged 
with the amount of the forwarding postage, or it may be re-
turned to the sender charged with the return postage, when it 
bears the sender's pledge that the postage for forwarding and 
return will be paid, such postage to be collected on delivery 

but when the sender refuses to furnish such postage in accord-
ance with his pledge, the acceptance from him of further 
matter bearing such pledge may be refused. (June 13, 1898, 
c. 446, § 4, 30 Stat. 444; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 9, 32 Stat. 
1176; Nov. 19, 1919, c. 119, 41 Stat. 360.) 

277. Second-class publications not deliverable at address 
thereon; retarn charged with third-class rate.—When copies 
of any publication of the second class, mailed by a publisher at 
the pound rate or free in the county of publication, are undeliv-
erable at the address thereon, the postmaster at the office of 
destination shall promptly notify the publisher of the fact, giv-

ing the reason therefor, and copies received five weeks after the 
mailing of the notice to the publisher, and in no instance until 
two successive issues thereof have been published, shall, under 

such iegulationa as the Postmaster General may prescribe, be 
separately returned to the publisher thereof charged with 
postage at the third-class rate. (May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 

366.) 
278. Returning or remailing without full prepayment; 

second, third, aid fourth class matter.—Except as provided in 

sections 276 and 277 of this title second, third, and fourth class 
mail matter shall not be returned to sender or remailed until 
the postage has been fully prepaid on the same. In all cases 

where undelivered matter of the second class is of obvious 
value, the sender, if known, shall be notified of the fact of non-
delivery, and be given the opportunity of prepaying the return 
postage. In all cases when undelivered mail matter of the third 

and fourth classes is of obvious value, the sender, if known, 
shall be given the opportunity of prepaying the return postage 

or accepting delivery to himself or upon his order, at the office 
where it is held, upon the payment of 1 cent postage for each 
card notice given him, under such regulations as the Postmaster 

General may prescribe. (June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 4, 30 Stat. 

444; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 9, 32 Stat. 1176.) 
279. Box rents to be prepaid.—No box at any post office shall 

be assigned to the use of any person until the rent thereof has 

been paid for at least one quarter in advance, for which the 

postmaster shall give a receipt. (R. S. § 3901.) 
280. Postage on first-class matter.—On mailable matter of 

the first class, except postal cards and drop letters, postage 
shall be prepaid at the rate of 2 cents for each ounce or frac-
tion thereof; postal cards shall be transmitted through the 
mails at a postage charge of 1 cent each, including the cost of 
manufacture; and drop letters shall be mailed at the rate of 2 

cents per ounce or fraction thereof, including delivery at letter-
carrier offices, and 1 cent for each ounce or fraction thereof 
where free delivery by carrier is not established. The Post-

master General may, however, provide, by regulation, for trans. 
mitting unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and 

marines in the service of the United States to their destination, 
to be paid on delivery. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 9, 20 Stat. 358; 

Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 1, 23 Stat. 386; Oct. 3, 1917, c. 63, § 1100, 
40 Stat. 327; Feb. 24, 1919, c. 18, § 1401, 40 Stat. 1150.) 

281. Postage on private mailing cards.—It shall be lawful 
to transmit by mail, at the postage rate of 2 cents apiece, pay-

able by stamps to be affixed by the sender, and under such 
regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe,- written 
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messages on private mailing cards, such cards to be sent openly
in the mails, to be no larger than the size fixed by the conven-
tion of the Universal Postal Union, and to be approximately of
the same form, quality, and weight as the stamped postal card
in general use in the United States on May 19, 1898. (May 19,

1898, c. 347, 30 Stat. 419; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 201, 43

Stat. 1066.)
282. Postage on second-class matter; time for paying.-

Upon the receipt of newspapers and periodical publications at

the office of mailing, they shall be weighed in bulk, and postage

paid thereon. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 6, 18 Stat. 233.)
283. Postage on second-class matter sent by publisher or

news agent; second-class matter issued by religious, etc.,
rganizationms; seoond-class * matter for delivery by-carriers;

statements, etc, filed by publishers.-(a) In the case of pub-
lications entered as second-class matter (including sample

copies to the extent of 10 per centum of the weight of copies
mailed to subscribers during the calendar year) when sent by
the publisher thereof from the post office of publication or
other post office, or when sent by news agents to actual sub-
scribers thereto, or to other news agents for the purpose of
sale-

(1) The rate of postage on that portion of any such publica-
tion devoted to matter other than advertisements shall be 1%
cents per pound, or fraction thereof;

(2) On that portion of any such publication devoted to ad-
vertisements the rates per pound or fraction thereof for de-
livery within the eight postal zones established for fourth-class
matter shall be as follows:

For the first and second zones, 2 cents, and third zone, 3
cents. *

For the fourth, fifth, and sixth zones, 6 cents.
For the seventh and eighth zones, and between the Philippine

Islands and any portion of the United States, including the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the several Territories and possessions,
9 cents;

(3) The rate of postage on newspapers or periodicals main-
tained by and in the interests of religious, educational, scien-
tific, philanthropic, agricultural, labor, or fraternal organiza-
tions or associations, not organized for profit and none of the
net Income of which inures to the benefit of any private stock-
holder or individual, shall be 1%/, cents per pound or fraction
thereof, and the publisher of any such newspaper or periodical,
before being entitled to such rate, shall furnish to the Post-
master General, at such times and under such conditions as
the Postmaster General may prescribe, satisfactory evidence
that none of the net income of such organization or association
inures to the benefit of any private stockholder or individual.

(b) Where the space devoted to advertisements does not ex-
ceed 5 per centum of the total space, the rate of postage shall
be the same as if the whole of such publication was devoted to
matter other than advertisements.

(c) The rate of postage on daily newspapers and on the
periodicals and newspapers provided for in this section when
deposited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by its carriers,
shall be the same as otherwise provided by law, and nothing
herein shall affect existing law as to free circulation and exist-
ing rates on second-class mail matter within the county of pub-
lication. The Postmaster General may require publishers to
separate or make up to zones, in such a manner as he may di-
rect, all mail matter of the second class when offered for mail-
ing.

(d) With the first mailing of each issue of each such pub-
lication the publisher shall file with the postmaster a copy of
such issue together with a statement containing such informa-
tion as the Postmaster General may prescribe for determining
the postage chargeable thereon. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 5,
18 tat. 232; Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 1, 23 Stat. 387; Oct. 3, 1917,
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c. 63. §§ 1101, 1102, 110;, 4U0 tat. ozi, o2o; reu.
368, § 202, 43 Stat. 1066.)

284. Postage on proofs of advertisements intend
lications entered as second-class matter.-Single sl
tions thereof from any publication entered as
matter, sent by a publisher to an advertiser or
agent on account of and in proof of the insertion c
tisement, shall, under such rules and regulations
prescribed by the Postmaster General, be received
mitted through the mails at the zone rates of po
cable under the law to the advertising portions of E

class matter. (Mar. 3, 1923, c. 215, 42 Stat. 1434.)
285. Discontinuance of newspaper stamps; col

accounting for postage on second-class matter; pri
Newspaper and periodical stamps need not be UE

postage on second-class matter mailed shall be c(
accounted for under such regulations as the Posti
eral may prescribe. This shall in no manner be (
as to repeal existing law requiring prepayment of l
second-class mail matter. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, i

233; June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 1, 30 Stat. 443.)
286. Postage on newspapers mailed in county of

and at free-delivery offices.-Publications of the s
one copy to each actual subscriber residing in the c
the same are printed, in whole or in part, and pub
go free through the mails; but the same shall not
at letter-carrier offices, or distributed by carriers,
age is paid thereon at the rate prescribed in sectioi
title. The rate of postage on newspapers, excepti
and periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weigl
same are deposited in a letter-carrier office for de
carriers, shall be uniform at 1 cent each; periodic
more than two ounces shall be subject, when delivw
carriers, to a postage of 2 cents each, and these r
prepaid by stamps affixed. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 1I
Stat. 361.)

287. Postage on second-class matter mailed by
publishers or news agents.-The rate of postage
tions entered as second-class matter, when sent by
the publisher or news agent, shall be 2 cents fi
ounces or fraction thereof, for weights not exci
ounces, and for weights of such matter exceeding
the rates of postage prescribed for fourth-class ;
be applicable thereto. (June 9, 1884, c. 73, 23 Stal
1917, c. 63, § 1106, 40 Stat. 328; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 3
Stat. 1067.)

288. Postage on second-class matter not ex
pound.-Where the total weight of any one editiov
any such publication mailed to any one zone doe!
one pound, the rate of postage shall be 1 cent. (
c. 63, § 1104, 40 Stat. 328; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §
1067.)

289. Zone rate to relate to entire bulk.-The zo
vided in section 283 of this title shall relate to th,
mailed to any one zone and not to individually ads
ages. (Oct. 3, 1917, c. 63, § 1105, 40 Stat. 328; F
c. 368, § 205, 43 Stat. 1067.)

290. Postage on Congressional Record mailed
ton.-The postage on each copy of the daily (
Record mailed from the city of Washington as trai
shall be 1 cent. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 13, 18 Stal

291. Third-class matter; rate of postage.-The
age on mail matter of the third class shall be 112 c,
two ounces or fraction thereof, up to and including
in weight, except that the rate of postage on books
seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants, n
eight ounces in weight, shall be 1 cent for each t,
fraction thereof. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 206, 43 S
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messages on private mailing cards, such cards to be sent openly 
in the mails, to be no larger than the size fixed by the conven-
tion of the Universal Postal Union, and to be approximately of 
the same form, quality, and weight as the stamped postal card 
in general use in the United States on May 19, 1898. (May 19, 
1898, c. 347, 30 Stat. 419; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 201, 43 

Stat. 1066.) 
282. Postage on second-class matter; time for paying.-

Upon the receipt of newspapers and periodical publications at 
the office of mailing, they shall be weighed in bulk, and postage 
paid thereon. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 6, 18 Stat. 233.) 

283. Postage on second-class matter sent by publisher or 

news agent; second-class matter issued by religious, etc., 
erganizations-; • seoond-class, matter for delivery by carriers; 
statements, etc., filed by publishers.-(a) In the case of pub-
lications entered as second-class matter (including sample 
copies to the extent of 10 per centum of the weight of copies 
mailed to subscribers during the calendar year) when sent by 
the publisher thereof from the post office of publication or 
other post office, or when sent by news agents' to actual sub-
scribers thereto, or to other news agents for the purpose of 

sale-
(1) The rate of postage on that portion of any such publica-

tion devoted to matter other than advertisements shall be 11/4 

cents per pound, or fraction thereof; 
(2) On that portion of any such publication devoted to ad-

vertisements the rates per pound or fraction thereof for de-
livery within the eight postal zones established for fourth-class 
matter shall be as follows: 
For the first and seeond zones, 2 cents, and third zone, 3 

cents. 

For the fourth, fifth, and sixth zones, 6 cents. 
For the seventh and eighth zones, and between the Philippine 

Islands and any portion of the United States, including the Dis-

trict of Columbia and the several Territories and possessions, 

9 cents; 
(3) The rate of postage on newspapers or periodicals main-

tained by and in the interests of religious, educational, scien-
tific, philanthropic, agricultural, labor, or fraternal organiza-
tions or associations, not organized for profit and none of the 
net income of which inures to the benefit of any private stock-
holder or individual, shall be 1% cents per pound or fraction 
thereof, and the publisher of any such newspaper or periodical, 
before being entitled to such rate, shall furnish to the Post-
master General, at such times and under such conditions as 
the Postmaster General may prescribe, satisfactory evidence 
that none of the net income of such organization or association 
inures to the benefit of any private stockholder or individual. 

(b) Where the space devoted to advertisements doeS not ex-

ceed 5 per centum of the total space, the rate of postage shall 
be the same as if the whole of such publication was devoted to 
matter other than advertisements. 

(c) The rate of postage on daily newspapers and on the 
periodicals and newspapers provided for in this section when 
deposited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by its carriers, 
shall be the same as otherwise provided by law, and nothing 
herein shall affect existing law as to free circulation and exist-
ing rates on second-class mail matter within the county of pub-
lication. The Postmaster General may require publishers to 
separate or make up to zones, in such a manner as he may di-
rect, all mail matter of the second class when offered for mail-
ing. 

(d) With the first mailing of each issue of each snch pub-
lication the publisher shall file with the postmaster a copy of 

such issue together with a statement containing such informa-
tion as the Postmaster General may prescribe for determining 
the postage chargeable thereon. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 5, 
18 Stat. 222; Mar. 3, 1885, c. 312, § 1,23 Stat. 387; Oct. 3, 1917, 

c. 03. §§ 1101, 1102, 1103, 40 Stat. 327, 328; Feb. 

368, § 202, 43 Stat. 1066.) 
284. Postage on proofs of advertisements intend 

lications entered as second-class matter.-Single sl 

tions thereof from any publication entered as 
matter, sent by a publisher to an advertiser or 
agent on account of and in proof of the insertion 
tisement, shall, under such rules and regulations 
prescribed by the Postmaster General, be received 
mitted through the mails at the zone rates of po 
cable under the law to the advertising portions of 
class matter. (Mar. 3, 1923, c. 215, 42 Stat. 1434.) 

285. Discontinuance of newspaper stamps; col 

accounting for postage ow second-class matter; pri 

Newspaper and periodical stamps need not be tu 
postage on second-class matter mailed shall be CI 

accounted for under such regulations as the Post 
eral may prescribe. This shall in no manner be ( 
as to repeal existing law requiring prepayment of y 

second-class mail matter. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, 
233; June 13, 1898, c. 446, § 1, 30 Stat. 443.) 

286. Postage on newspapers mailed in county ol 
and at free-delivery offices.-Publications of the 
one copy to each actual subscriber residing in the c 

the same are printed, in whole or in part, and pill 
go free through the mails; but the same shall not 
at letter-carrier offices, or distributed by carriers, 

age is paid thereon at the rate prescribed in sectioi 
title. The rate of postage on newspapers, excepti 
and periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weigl 

same are deposited in a letter-carrier office for de 
carriers, shall be uniform at 1 cent each; periodic, 
more than two ounces shall be subject, when deliv4 
carriers, to a postage of 2 cents each, and these ri 

prepaid by stamps affixed. (Mar. 3, 1879, c. 

Stat. 361.) 

287. Postage on second-class matter mailed by 
publishers or news agents.-The rate of postage 
tions entered as second-class matter, when sent by 
the publisher or news agent, shall be 2 cents fl 
ounces or fraction thereof, for weights not exel 
ounces, and for weights of such matter exceeding 
the rates of postage prescribed for fourth-class 
be applicable thereto. (June 9, 1884, c. 73, 23 Ste-
1917, c. 63, § 1106, 40 Stat. 328; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 3 
Stat. 1067.) 

288. Postage on second-class matter not ex 
pound.-Where the total weight of any one editioi 

any such publication mailed to any one zone doe: 
one pound, the rate of postage shall be 1 cent. ( 
c. 63, § 1104, 40 Stat. 328; Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 
1067.) 

289. Zone rate to relate to entire bulk.-The zo 

vided in section 283 of this title shall relate to tin 

mailed to any one zone and not to individually adt 
ages. (Oct. 3, 1917, c. 63, § 1105, 40 Stat. 328; 1 
c. 368, § 205, 43 Stat. 1067.) 

290. Postage on Congressional Record mailed 

ton.-The postage on each copy of the daily ( 
Record mailed from the city of Washington as trat 

shall be 1 cent. (June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 13, 18 Sta: 
291. Third-class matter; rate of postage.-The 

age on mail matter of the third class shall be 11/2 c 
two ounces or fraction thereof, up to and including 
in weight, except that the rate of postage on book 

seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants, n 
eight ounces in weight, shall be 1 cent for each t, 

fraction thereof. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 1 206, 43 S 
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292. Fourth-class matter; postal zones.-For fourth-class

mail matter the United States and its several Territories and

possessions, excepting the Philippine Islands, shall be divided
into units of area thirty minutes square, identical with a quar-

ter of the area formed by the intersecting parallels of latitude

and meridians of longitude, represented on appropriate postal

maps or plans, and such units of area shall be the basis of

eight postal zones, as follows:
The first zone shall include all territory within such quad-

rangle, in conjunction with every contiguous quadrangle, repre-

senting an area having a mean radial distance of approximately

fifty miles from the center of any given unit of area.

The second zone shall include all units of area outside the

first zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-

mately one hundred and fifty miles from the center of a given

unit of area.
The third zone shall include all units of area outside the

second zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of ap-

proximately three hundred miles from the center of a given unit

of area.
The fourth zone shall include all units of area outside the

third zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-

mately six hundred miles from the center of a given unit of

area.
The fifth zone shall include all units of area outside the

fourth zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-

mately one thousand miles from the center of a given unit of

area. v

The sixth zone shall include all units of area outside the fifth

zone lying In whole or in part within a radius of approximately

one thousand four hundred miles from the center of a given

unit of area.
The seventh zone shall include all units of area outside the

sixth zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-

mately one thousand eight hundred miles from the center of a

given unit of area.
The eighth zone shall Include all units of area outside the

seventh zone. (Aug. 24, 1912, e. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 557.)

293. Same; rates of postage; service charge.-The rate of

postage on fourth-class matter shall be by the pound, as here-

inafter provided, the postage in all cases to be prepaid by dis-

tinctive postage stamps affixed.
Postage on matter of the fourth class shall be prepaid at the

following rates:
On all matter mailed at the post office from which a rural

route starts, for delivery on such route, or mailed at any point

on such route for delivery at any other point thereon, or at

the office from which the route starts, or on any rural route

starting therefrom, and on all matter mailed at a city carrier

office, or at any point within its delivery limits, for delivery by

carriers from that office, or at any office for local delivery,

5 cents for the first pound or fraction of a pound and 1 cent

for each additional pound or fraction of a pound.

For delivery within the first zone, except as provided in the

next preceding paragraph, 5 cents for the first pound or frac-

tion of a pound and 3 cents for each additional pound or frac-

tion of a pound.
For delivery within the second zone, 6 cents for the first

polund or fraction of a'pound and 4 cents for each additional

pound or fraction of a pound.
For delivery within the third zone, 7 cents for the first

pound or fraction of a pound and 5 cents for each additional

pound or fraction of a pound.

For delivery within the fourth zone, 8 cents for the first

pound or fraction of a pound and 6 cents for each additional

pound or fraction of a pound.
For delivery within the fifth zone, 9 cents for the first

pound or fraction of a pound and 7 cents for each additional
__ f- nn r kf A rrnvmd.
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For delivery within the sixth zone, 10 cents for the first
pound or fraction of a pound and 9 cents for each additional

pound or fraction of a pound.

For delivery within the seventh zone, 11 cents for the first
pound or fraction of a pound and 10 cents for each additional
pound or fraction of a pound.

For delivery within the eighth zone and between the Philip-

pine Islands and any portion of the United States, including

the District of Columbia and the several Territories and posses-

sions, 12 cents for the first pound or fraction of a pound and

12 cents for each additional pound or fraction of a pound. In

addition to the rate of postage as established in this section,
there shall be a service charge of 2 cents for each parcel, ex-

cept upon parcels or packages collected on rural delivery routes,

to be prepaid by postage stamps affixed thereto, or as other-

wise prescribed by the regulations of the Postmaster General.

(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 8, 37 Stat. 557; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,

1 207 (a, b), 43 Stat. 1067.)
294. Same; special handling.-Whenever, in addition to the

postage as hereinbefore provided, there shall be affixed to any

parcel of mail matter of the fourth-class postage of the value

of 25 cents with the words " Special handling " written or

printed upon the wrapper, such parcel shall receive the same

expeditious handling, transportation, and delivery accorded to

mail matter of the first class. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 207 (b),

43 Stat. 1067.)
295. Quantities of identical pieces of third or fourth class

matter accepted for transmission without stamps if prepaid.-

Under such regulations as the Postmaster General may estab-

lish for the collection of the lawful revenue and for facilitating

the handling of such matter in the mails it shall be lawful to

accept for transmission in the mails, without postage stamps

affixed, quantities of not less than three hundred Identical

pieces of third-class matter and of second-class matter and

two hundred and fifty identical pieces of fourth-class matter,

and packages of money and securities mailed under postage

at the first or fourth class rate by the Treasury Department:

Provided, That postage shall be fully prepaid thereon at the

rate required by law for a single piece of such matter. (Apr.

28, 1904, c. 1759, § 2, 33 Stat. 440; May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 13,

39 Stat. 162.)

296. Clothing to soldiers by mail.-Packages of woolen, cot-

ton, or linen clothing, not exceeding two pounds in weight,

may be sent through the mail to any noncommissioned officer

or private in the Army of the United States, if prepaid, at the

rate of 1 cent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, subject

to such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe.

(R. 8. § 3911.)

297. Postage on foreign mail matter.-The rate of United

States postage on mail matter sent to or received from foreign

countries with which different rates have not been established

by postal convention or other arrangement, when forwarded by

vessels regularly employed in transporting the mail, shall be

10 cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof on letters,

unless reduced by order of the Postmaster General; 2 cents

each on newspapers; and not exceeding 2 cents for each two

ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals. books,

and other printed matter, which postage shall be prepaid on

matter sent and collected on matter received; and to avoid

loss to the United States in the payment of balances, the Post-

master General may collect the unpaid postage on letters from

foreign countries In coin or its equivalent. (B. S. § 3912)

298. Postage on irregular sea letters.-All letters conveyed

by vessels not regularly employed in carrying the mai; shall,

if for delivery within the United States, be charged with double

postage, to cover the fee paid to the vessel. (R. S. § 3913.)

299. Postage on aeroplane maiL-The Postmaster General,

in his discretion, may require the payment of postage on mail
pUJuu UK sr r -*u J* y-
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292. Fourth-class matter; postal zones.—For fourth-class 
mail matter the United States and its several Territories and 
possessions, excepting the Philippine Islands, shall be divided 
into units of area thirty minutes square, identical with a quar-

ter of the area formed by the intersecting parallels of latitude 
and meridians of longitude, represented on appropriate postal 

maps or plans, and such units of area shall be the basis of 
eight postal zones, as follows: 
The first zone shall include all territory within such quad-

rangle, in conjunction with every contiguous quadrangle, repre-
senting an area having a mean radial distance of approximately 

fifty miles from the center of any given unit of area. 
The second zone shall include all units of area outside the 

first zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-
mately one hundred and fifty miles from the center of a given 

unit of area. 

The third zone shall include all units of area outside the 
second zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of ap-
proximately three hundred miles from the center of a given unit 

of area. 
The fourth zone shall include all units of area outside the 

third zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-
mately six hundred miles from the center of a given unit of 

area. 
The fifth zone shall include all units of area outside the 

fourth zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-

mately one thousand miles from the center of a given unit of 

area. 
The sixth zone shall include all units of area outside the fifth 

zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approximately 
one thousand four hundred miles from the center of a given 

unit of area. 
The seventh zone shall include all units of area outside the 

sixth zone lying in whole or in part within a radius of approxi-
mately one thousand eight hundred miles from the center of a 

given unit of area. 
The eighth zone shall include all units of area outside the 

seventh zone. (Aug. 24, 1912, e. 389, 1 8, 37 Stat. 557.) 
293. Same; rates of postage; service charge.—The rate of 

postage on fourth-class matter shall be by the pound, as here-
inafter provided, the postage in all eases to be prepaid by dis-
tinctive postage stamps affixed. 
Postage on matter of the fourth class shall be prepaid at the 

following rates: 
On all matter mailed at the post office from which a rural 

route starts, for delivery on such route, or mailed at any point 
on such route for delivery at any other point thereon, or at 
the office from which the route starts, or on any rural route 

starting therefrom, and on all matter mailed at a city carrier 

office, or at any pdint within its delivery limits, for delivery by 
carriers from that office, or at any office for local delivery, 
5 cents for the first pound or fraction of a pound and 1 cent 

for each additional pound or fraction of a pound. 
For delivery within the first zone, except as provided in the 

next preceding paragraph, 5 cents for the first pound or frac-
tion of a pound and 3 cents for each additional pound or frac-

tion of a pound. 
For delivery within the second zone, 6 cents for the first 

pound or fraction of a-pound and 4 cents for each additional 

pound or fraction of a pound. 
For delivery within the third zone, 7 cents for the first 

pound or fraction of a pound and 5 cents for each additional 

pound or fraction of a pound. 
For delivery within the fourth zone, 8 cents for the first 

pound or fraction of a pound and 6 cents for each additional 

pound or fraction of a pound. 
For delivery within the fifth zone, 9 cents for the first 

pound or fraction of a pound and 7 cents for each additional 

pound or fraction of a pound. 

For delivery within the sixth zone, 10 cents for the first 

pound or fraction of a pound and 9 cents for each additional 
pound or fraction of a pound. 

For delivery within the seventh zone, 11 cents for the first 
pound or fraction of a pound and 10 cents for each additional 
pound or fraction of a pound. 

For delivery within the eighth zone and between the Philip-
pine Islands and any portion of the United States, including 

the District of Columbia and the several Territories and posses-
sions, 12 cents for the first pound or fraction of a pound and 
12 cents for each additional pound or fraction of a pound. In 
addition to the rate of postage as established in this section, 

there shall be a service charge of 2 cents for each parcel, ex-
cept upon parcels or packages collected on rural delivery routes, 
to be prepaid by postage stamps affixed thereto, or as other-
wise prescribed by the regulations of the Postmaster General. 
(Aug. 24, 1912, e. 389, 1 8, 37 Stat. 557; Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, 

1 207 (a, b), 43 Stat. 1067.) 

294. Same; special handling.—Whenever, in addition to the 
postage as hereinbefore provided, there shall be affixed to any 

parcel of mail matter of the fourth-class postage of the value 
of 25 cents with the words " Special handling" written or 
printed upon the wrapper, such parcel shall receive the same 
expeditious handling, transportation, and delivery accorded to 
mail matter of the first class. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 207 (b), 

43 Stat. 1067.) 
295. Quantities of identical pieces of third or fourth class 

matter accepted for transmission without stamps if prepaid.— 

Under such regulations as the Postmaster General may estab-
lish for the collection of the lawful revenue and for facilitating 

the handling of such matter in the mails it shall be lawful to 
accept for transmission in the mails, without postage stamps 
affixed, quantities of not less than three hundred identical 
pieces of third-class matter and of second-class matter and 

two hundred and fifty identical pieces of fourth-class matter, 
and packages of money and securities mailed under postage 

at the first or fourth class rate by the Treasury Department: 
Provided, That postage shall be fully prepaid thereon at the 
rate required by law for a single piece of such matter. (Apr. 
28, 1904, e. 1759, § 2, 33 Stat. 440; May 18, 1016, c. 126, § 13, 

39 Stat. 162.) 
296. Clothing to soldiers by mail.—Packages of woolen, cot-

ton, or linen clothing, not exceeding two pounds In weight, 
may be sent through the mail to any noncommissioned officer 

or private in the Army of the United States, if prepaid, at the 
rate of 1 cent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, subject 
to such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe. 

(R. S. § 3911.) 

297. Postage on foreign mail matter.—The rate of United 

States postage on mail matter sent to or received from foreign 
countries with which different rates have not been estabtshed 
by postal convention or other arrangement, when forwarded by 
vessels regularly employed in transporting the mail, shall be 
10 cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof on letters, 
unless reduced by order of the Postmaster General; 2 cents 

each on newspapers; and not exceeding 2 cents for each two 
ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals, books, 
and other printed matter, which postage shall be prepaid on 

matter sent and collected on matter received; and to avoid 
loss to the United States in the payment of balances, the Post-

master General may collect the unpaid postage on letters from 
foreign countries in coin or its equivalent. (R. S. 1 3912.) 

298. Postage on irregular sea letters.—All letters conveyed 
by vessels not regularly employed in carrying the maii shall, 
if for delivery within the United States, be charged with double 
postage, to cover the fee paid to the vessel. (R. S. § 3913.) 

299. Postage on aeroplane mail.—The Postmaster General, 
in his discretion, may require the payment of postage on mail 
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carried by aeroplane at not exceeding 24 cents per ounce or
fraction thereof. (May 10, 1918. c. 71, 40 Stat. 548.)

300. Refund of postage paid for service not rendered, or in
excess of legal rate.-Whenever it shall be shown to the
satisfaction of the Postmaster General that any postage is paid
on any mail matter for which service is not rendered, or is col-
lected in excess of the lawful rate, he may, in his discretion,
authorize the postmaster at the office where paid to refund the
proper amount out of the postal receipts in the possession of
the postmaster. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1480, §, 2, 33 Stat. 1091.)

301. Special joint Congressional committee to investigate
postal rates.-A special joint subcommittee is hereby created to
consist of three members of the Committee on Post Offices and
Post Roads of the Senate and three members of the Committee
on the Post Office and Post Roads of the House, to be appointed
by the respective chairmen of said committees. The said spe-
cial joint subcommittee is authorized and directed to hold
hearings prior to the beginning of the first regular session of
the Sixty-ninth Congress, to sit in Washington or at any other
convenient place and to report during the first week of the first
regular session of the Sixty-ninth Congress, by bill, its recom-
mendations for a permanent schedule of postal rates. Said
special joint subcommittee is hereby authorized to administer
oaths, to send for persons or papers, to employ necessary clerks,
accountants, experts, and stenographers, the latter to be paid
at a cost not exceeding 25 cents per one hundred words; and
the expense attendant upon the work of said special joint sub-
committee shall be paid one-half from the contingent fund of
the Senate and one-half from the contingent fund of the House
of Representatives upon voucher of its chairman. (Feb. 28,
1925, c. 368, Title II, § 217, 43 Stat. 1070.)

Chapter 8.-THE FRANKNG PRIViLEGE.

Sec.
321. Matter relating to official business; official envelopes.
822. Penalty envelopes for answers inclosed.
323. Official correspondence of Superintendent of Documents.
324. Matter relating to naturalization and census.
325. Congressional Record under frank of Members of Congress.
326. Public documents sent and received by Vice President and Mem-

bers of Congress.
327. Official correspondence of Vice President and Members of Con-

gress.
328. Resident Commissioners.
329. Seeds and reports from Department of Agriculture.
330. Agricultural extension work between agricultural colleges and

Department of Agriculture.
331. Reading matter for blind; Bibles.
332. Hawaiian Islands.
333. Matter admitted under penalty privilege restricted.
334. Overweight matter.
335. Lending or permitting use of frank unlawful.

Section 321. Matter relating to official business; official en-
velopes.-It shall be lawful to transmit through the mail, free
of postage, any letters, packages, or other matters relating ex-
clusively to the business of the Government of the United
States; official mail matter of all officers of the United States
Government, not including Members of Congress: all official
mail matter of Smithsonian Institute; all official mail matter
of the Pan American Union; and all official mail matter of the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, the envelopes
of such matter in all cases to bear appropriate indorsement
containing the proper designation of the office from which, or
officer from whom, the same is transmitted with the statement
of the penalty for their misuse. Every such letter or package
to entitle it to pass free, shall bear over the words "Official
business" an indorsement showing also the name of the de-
partment, and if from a bureau or office, the names of the de-
partment and bureau er office, as the case may be, whence
transmitted. It shall be the duty of each of the executive de-
partments of the United States to provide for itself and its

subordinate offices necessary envelopes ana in addition 0o Ihe
indorsement designating the department in which they are to

be used, the penalty for the unlawful use of these envelopes
shall be stated thereon. Any department or office authorized
to use the penalty envelopes may inclose them with return ad-
dress to any person or persons from or throuTgh whom official
information is desired, the same to be used only to cover
such official information and indorsements relating thereto.
Any part paid letter or packet addressed to any of the depart-
ments or bureaus may be delivered free, but where there is
good reason to believe the omission to prepay the full postage
thereon was intentional such letter or packet shall be returned
to the sender. This section shall not extend or apply to officers
who receive a fixed allowance as compensation for their
services including expenses of postages. (Mar. 3, 1877, c. 103,
§1 5, 6, 19 Stat. 335; Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 29, 20 Stat. 362;
July 5, 1884, c. 234, § 3, 23 Stat. 158; Aug. 18, 1894, c. 301,
§ 1, 29 Stat. 412; Feb. 20, 1897, c. 268, 29 Stat. 590.)

322. Penalty envelopes for answers inclosed.-The respective
departments shall inclose to Senators, Representatives and
Delegates in Congress, in all official communications requiring
answers, or to be forwarded to others, penalty envelopes, ad-
dressed as far as practicable, for forwarding or answering such
official correspondence. (Mar. 3, 1883, c. 128, § 2, 22 Stat. 563.)

323. Official correspondence of Superintendent of Docu-
ments.-All official correspondence of the Superintendent of
Documents and all replies to the same shall be entitled to free
transmission by mail; and he shall.be entitled to frank public
documents: Provided, That in the transmission of such mail
matter envelopes, labels, or postal cards are used on which the
name of the office and the penalty clause are printed. (Jan. 12,
1895, c. 23, § 65, 28 Stat. 611.)

324. Matter relating to naturalization and census.-All mail
matter, of whatever class, relating to naturalization, including
duplicate papers required by law or regulation to be sent to the
Bureau of Naturalization by clerks of State or Federal courts,
addressed to the Department of Labor, or the Bureau of Nat-
uralization, or to any official thereof, and indorsed " Official busi-
ness," and all mail matter, of whatever class or weight, relat-
ing to the census and addressed to the Census Office, or to any
official thereof, and indorsed "Official business, Census Office,"
shall be transmitted free of postage, and by registered mail if
necessary, and so marked: Provided, That if any person shall
make use of such indorsement to avoid the payment of postage
or registry fee on his or her private letter, package, or other
matter in the mail, the person so offending shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject to a fine of $300, to be prosecuted in
any court of competent jurisdiction. (July 2, 1909, c. 2, § 29,
36 Stat. 10; Oct. 6, 1917, c. 79, i 1, 40 Stat. 376; Mar. 3, 1919,
c. 97, 1 29, 40 Stat. 1301.)

325. Congressional Record under frank of Members of Con-
gress.-The Congressional Record, or any part thereof, or
speeches or reports therein contained, shall, under the frank
of a Member of Congress, or Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner from Porto Rico or the Philippines, written by himself,
be carried in the mail free of postage, under such regulations as
the Postmaster General may prescribe. (Mar. 3, 1875, c. 128,
§ 5, 18 Stat. 343; Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416. § 20, 39 Stat. 552; Mar. 2,
1917, c. 145. § 36, 39 Stat. 963.)

326. Public documents sent and received by Vice President
and Members of Congress.-The Vice President, Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates in Congress, the Resident Commis-
sioners from Porto Rico and the Philippines, the Secretary of
the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives may
send and receive through the mail all public documents printed
by order of Congress; and the name of the Vice President,
Senator, Representative, Delegate. Secretary of the Senate, and
Clerk of the House shall be written thereon, with the proper
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carried by aeroplane at not exceeding 24 cents per ounce or 
fraction thereof. (May 10, 1918. c. 71, 40 Stat. 548.) 

300. Refund of postage paid for service not rendered, or in 
excess of legal rate.—Whenever it shall be shown to the 
satisfaction of the Postmaster General that any postage is paid 
on any mail matter for which service is not rendered, or is col-
lected in excess of the lawful rate, he may, in his diFcretion, 
authorize the postmaster at the office where paid to refund the 
proper amount out of the postal receipts in the possession of 
the postmaster. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1480, §, 2, 33 Stat. 1091.) 

301. Special joint Congressional committee to investigate 
postal rates.—A special joint subcommittee is hereby created to 
consist of three members of the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Reads of the Senate and three members of the Committee 

on the Post Office and Post Roads of the House, to be appointed 
by the respective chairmen of said comtuittees. The said spe-
cial joint subcommittee is authorized and directed to hold 
hearings prior to the beginning of the first regular session of 
the Sixty-ninth Congress, to sit in Washington or at any other 
convenient place and to report during the first week of the first 

regular session of the Sixty-ninth Congress, by bill, its recom-
mendations for a permanent schedule of postal rates. Said 

special joint subcommittee is hereby authorized to administer 
oaths, to send for persons or papers, to employ necessary clerks, 

accountants, experts, and stenographers, the latter to be paid 
at a cost not exceeding 25 cents per one hundred words; and 
the expense attendant upon the work of said special joint sub-
committee shall be paid one-half from the contingent fund of 

the Senate and one-half from the contingent fund of the House 
of Representatives upon voucher of its chairman. (Feb. 28, 
1925, c. 368, Title II, § 217, 43 Stat. 1070.) 

Chapter 8.---TRE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Sec. 
321. Matter relating to official business; official envelopes. 
822. Penalty envelopes for answers inclosed. 
323. Official correspondence of Superintendent of Documents. 
324. Matter relating to naturalization and census. 
325. Congressional Record under frank of Members of Congress. 
326. Public documents sent and received by Vice President and Mem-

bers of Congress. 
327. Official correspondence of Vice President and Members of Con-

gress. 
328. Resident Commissioners. 
329. Seeds and reports from Department of Agriculture. 
330. Agricultural extension work between agricultural colleges and 

Department of Agriculture. 
331. Reading matter for blind; Bibles. 
332. Hawaiian Islands. 
333. Matter admitted under penalty privilege restricted. 
334. Overweight matter. 
335. Lending or permitting use of frank unlawful. 

Section 321. Matter relating to official business; official en-
velopes.—It shall be lawful to transmit through the mail, free 
of postage, any letters, packages, or other matters relating ex-

clusively to the business of the Government of the United 
States; official mail matter of all officers of the United States 
Government, not including Members of Congress: all official 

mail matter of Smithsonian Institute: all official mail matter 

of the Pan American Union; and all official mail matter of the 
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, the envelopes 

of such matter in all cases to bear appropriate indorsement 
containing the proper designation of the office from which, or 
officer from whom, the same is transmitted with the statement 

of the penalty for their misuse. Every such letter or package 
to entitle it to pass free, shall bear over the words "Official 
business" an indorsement showing also the name of the de-
partment, and if from a bureau or office, the names of the de-
partment and bureau er office, as the case may be, whence 

transmitted. It shall he the duty of each of the executive de-
partments of the United States to provide for itself and its 

subordinate offices necessary envelopes and in addition to the 
indorsement designating the department in which they are to 
be used, the penalty for the unlawful use of these envelopes 

shall be stated thereon. Any department or office authorized 
to use the penalty envelopes may inclose them with return ad-
dress to any person or persons from or throfigh whom official 
information is desired, the same to be used only to cover 
such official information and indorsements relating thereto. 
Any part paid letter or packet addressed to any of the depart-

ments or bureaus may be delivered free, but where there is 
good reason to believe the omission to prepay the full postage 
thereon was intentional such letter or packet shall be returned 

to the sender. This section shall not extend or apply to officers 
who receive a fixed allowance as compensation for their 
services including expenses of postages. (Mar. 3, 1877, c. 103, 
§§ 5, 6, 19 Stat. 335; Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, 1 29, 20 Stat. 362; 
July 5, 1884, c. 234, 1 3, 23 Stat. 158; Aug. 18, 1894, c. 301, 

1, 29 Stat. 412; Feb. 20, 1897, c. 268, 26 Stat. 590.) 
322. Penalty envelopes for answers inclosed.—The respective 

departments shall inclose to Senators, Representatives and 
Delegates in Congress, in all official communications requiring 
answers, or to be forwarded to others, penalty envelopes, ad-
dressed as far as practicable, for forwarding or answering such 
official correspondence. (Mar. 3, 1883, c. 128, § 2, 22 Stat. 563.) 

323. Official correspondence of Superintendent of Docu-
ments.—All official correspondence of the Superintendent of 
Documents and all replies to the same shall be entitled to free 
transmission by mail; and he shall„be entitled to frank public 
documents: Provided, That in the transmission of such mail 
matter envelopes, labels, or postal cards are used on which the 
name of the office and the penalty clause are printed. (Jan. 12, 
1895, c. 23, § 65, 28 Stat. 611.) 

324. Matter relating to naturalization and census.—All mail 
matter, of whatever class, relating to naturalization, including 

duplicate papers required by law or regulation to be sent to the 
Bureau of Naturalization by clerks of State or Federal courts, 

addressed to the Department of Labor, or the Bureau of Nat-
uralization, or to any official thereof, and indorsed" Official busi-
ness," and all mail matter, of whatever class or weight, relat-
ing to the census and addressed to the Census Office, or to any 

official thereof, and indorsed " Official business, Census Office," 
shall be transmitted free of postage, and by registered mail if 
necessary, and so marked: Provided, That if any person shall 
make use of such indorsement to avoid the payment of postage 
or registry fee on his or her private letter, package, or other 
matter in the mail, the person so offending shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and subject to a fine of $300, to be prosecuted in 
any court of competent jurisdiction. (July 2, 1909, c. 2, § 29, 

36 Stat. 10; Oct. 6, 1917, c. 79, I 1, 40 Stat. 376; Mar. 3, 1919, 
c. 97, 1 29, 40 Stat. 1301.) 

325. Congressional Record under frank of Members of Con-
gress.—The Congressional Record, or any part thereof, or 

speeches or reports therein contained, shall, under the frank 
of a Member of Congress, or Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner from Porto Rico or the Philippines, written by himself, 
be carried in the mail free of postage, under such regulations as 
the Postmaster General may prescribe. (Mar. 3, 1875, c. 128. 
§ 5, 18 Stat. 343; Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416. § 20, 39 Stat. 552; Mar. 2, 
1917, c. 145. 1 36, 39 Stat. 963.) 

326. Public documents sent and received by Vice President 
and Members of Congress.—The Vice President, Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates in Congress, the Resident Commis-
sioners from Porto Rico and the Philippines, the Secretary of 

the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives may 
send and receive through the mail all public documents printed 
by order of Congress; and the name of the Vice President, 
Senator, Representative, Delegate. Secretary of the Senate, and 
Clerk of the House shall be written thereon, with the proper 
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designation of the office he holds; and the provisions of this
section shall apply to each of the persons named therein until

the 1st day of December following the expiration of their re-

spective terms of office. (Jan. 12, 1895, c. 23, § 85, 28 Stat. 622;

Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416, § 20, 39 Stat. 552; Mar. 2, 1917, c. 145,

§ 36, 39 Stat. 963.)
327. Official correspondence of Vice President and Members

of Congress.-The Vice President, Members and Members-elect

of, Delegates and Delegates-elect to Congress, and the Resi-

dent Commissioners from Porto Rico and the Philippines, shall

have the privilege of sending free through tile mails, and under

their frank, any mail matter to any Government official or to

any person, correspondence, not exceeding four ounces in

weight, upon official or departmental business. (Apr. 28, 1904,

c. 1759, § 7, 33 Stat. 441; Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416, § 20, 39 Stat.

552; Mar. 2, 1917, c. 145, § 36, 39 Stat. 963.)
328. Resident Commissioners.-The Resident Commissioners

from Porto Rico and the Philippines shall be allowed the

franking privileges allowed by law to Members of Congress.

(Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416, § 20, 39 Stat. 552; Mar. 2, 1917, c. 145,

§ 36, 39 Stat. 963.)
329. Seeds and reports from Department of Agriculture.-

Seeds transmitted by the Department of Agriculture, or by

any Member of Congress or Delegate receiving seeds for dis-

tribution from said department, together with agricultural re-

ports emanating from that department, and so transmitted,

shall, under such regulations as the Postmaster General shall

prescribe, pass through the malls free of charge. And the
provisions of this section shall apply to ex-Members of Con-

gress and ex-Delegates for the period of nine months after the

expiration of their terms as Members and Delegates. (Mar.

3, 1875, c. 128, § 7, 18 Stat. 343; Feb. 9, 1889, c. 122, § 1, 25

Stat. 659.)
330. Agricultural extension work between agricultural col-

leges and Department of Agriculture.-All correspondence, bul-
letins, and reports for the furtherance of the purposes of sec-
tions 341 to 348 of Title 7, may be transmitted in the mails
of the United States free of charge for postage, under such
regulations as the Postmaster General, from time to time, may
prescribe, by such college officer or other person connected
with the extension department of such college as the Secretary
of Agriculture may designate to the Postmaster General.
(June 30, 1914, c. 131, 38 Stat. 438.)

331. Reading matter for blind; Bibles.-Books, pamphlets,
and other reading matter in raised characters for the use of the
blind, whether prepared by hand or printed, in single volumes,
not exceeding ten pounds In weight, or in packages not exceeding
four pounds in weight and containing no advertising or other
matter whatever, unsealed and when sent by public institutions

for the blind, or by any public libraries, as a loan to blind
readers, or when returned by the latter to such institutions or
public libraries, and magazines, periodicals and other regu-
larly issued publications in such raised characters whether
prepared by hand or printed, which contain no advertisements,
and for which no subscription fee is charged, shall be trans-
mitted in the United States mails free of postage, and under
such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe.
Volumes of the Holy Scriptures, or any part thereof, in raised
characters for the use of the blind, whether prepared by hand
or printed, which do not contain advertisements, (a) when
furnished by an organization, institution, or association not
conducted for private profit, to a blind person without charge,
shall be transmitted In the United States malls free of postage;
(b) when furnished by an organization, institution, or associa-
tion not conducted for private profit to a blind person at a
price not greater than the cost price thereof, shall be trans-
mitted in the United States malls at the postage rate of 1 cent
for each pound or fraction thereof; under such regulations as
*,-h p^fmto- l onornl ma nroascrihbe. Anr. 27_ 1904. o. 1612-

33 Stat. 313; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 556; June 7,
192-, c. 375, 43 Stat. 60S.)

332. Hawaiian Islands.-Thle franking privilege, as the same

is regulated by law, shall extend to the Hawaiian Islands.

(Mar. 1, 1899, c. 327, § 4, 30 Stat. 966.)
333. Matter admitted under penalty privilege restricted.-

No article, package, or other matter, except postage stamps,
stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, and in-
ternal-revenue stamps, shall be admitted to the mails under a

penalty privilege, unless such article, package, or other matter,

except postage stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers,
postal cards, and internal-revenue stamps would be entitled to
admission to the mails under laws requiring payment of post-

age. (June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 477.)
334. Overweight matter.-No article or package exceeding

four pounds in weight shall be admitted to the mails under the

penalty privilege except postage stamps, stamped envelopes,

newspaper wrappers, postal cards, internal-revenue stamps,
single books weighing in excess of that amount, and books

and documents published or circulated by order of Congress, or

printed or written official matter emanating from any of the

departments of the Government, or from the Smithsonian In-

stitution. (June 8, 1896, c. 370, 29 Stat. 262; June 26, 1906, c.

3546, 34 Stat. 477; May 18. 1916, c. 126, § 11, 39 Stat. 162.)
335. Lending or permitting use of frank unlawfuL-It shall

be unlawful for any person entitled under the law to the use

of a frank to lend said frank or permit its use by any commit-

tee, organization, or association, or permit its use by any per-

son for the benefit or use of any committee, organization, or

association. This provision shall not apply to any committee

composed of Members of Congress. (June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34

Stat. 477.)

Chapter 9.-POSTAGE STAMPS, POSTAL CARDS, AND
ENVELOPES.

Sec.
351. Stamps.
352. Same; manufacture by Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
353. Same; contracts for manufacture.
3654. Stamped envelopes.
355. Contracts for envelopes by Postmaster General.
356. Postal cards.
357. Same; International cards.
358. Letter-sheet envelopes, double postal cards, double-letter en-

velopes.
359. Deliveries by contractor.
360. Improvements in stamps and envelopes.
361. Sale of stamps at post offices.
362. Limitation on price of stamped envelopes and newspaper wrap-

pers.
363. Stamps and envelopes at discount.
364. Selling stamps at more than face.
365. Stamps to be defaced; precanceled stamps.
366. Failure to deface; report.
367. Uniform ink or appliance for canceling stamps.
368. Permits for special cancellation stamps or postmarking dies;

when authorized; duration of; no expenditure of postal funds
or appropriations; revocation of permits.

369. Use of precanceled atamped envelopes.

Section 351. Stamps.-The Postmaster General shall prepare

postage stamps of suitable denominations, which, when at-
tached to mail matter, shall be evidence of the payment of

the postage thereon. (R. S. § 3914.)
852. Same; manufacture by Bureau of Engraving and Print-

ing.-When in the opinion of the Postmaster General the inter-

ests of the Post Office Department require It, the manufacturing
of special-delivery and adhesive postage stamps may be done
by the Treasury Department (Bureau of Engraving and Print-

ing), in conformity with an agreement satisfactory to both
the Postmaster General and the Secretary of the Treasury.
(Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 117.)

353. Same; contracts for manufacture.-No contract for the
manufacture of adhesive postage stamps, special-delivery
stmnam- or books of stampsn shall be made bv the Government
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designation of the office he holds ; and the provisions of this 

seetion shall apply to each of the persons named therein until 
the 1st day of December following the expiration of their re-
spective terms of office. (Jan. 12, 1895, c. 23, § 85, 28 Stat. 622; 
Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416, § 20, 39 Stat. 552; Mar. 2, 1917, C. 145, 

§ 36, 39 Stat. 963.) 
327. Official correspondence of Vice President and Members 

of Congress.—The Vice President, Members and Members-elect 
of, Delegates and Delegates-elect to Congress, and the Resi-
dent Commissioners from Porto Rico and the Philippines, shall 
have the privilege of sending free through the mails, and under 
their frank, any mail matter to any Government official or to 
any person, correspondence, not exceeding four ounces in 
wdight, upon official or departmental business. (Apr. 28, 1904, 
c. 1759, § 7, 33 Stat. 441; Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416, § 20, 39 Stat. 

552; Mar. 2, 1917, c. 145, § 36, 39 Stat. 963.) 
328. Resident Commissioners.—The Resident Commissioners 

from Porto Rico and the Philippines shall be allowed the 
franking privileges allowed by law to Members of Congress. 
(Aug. 29, 1916, c. 416, § 20, 39 Stat. 552; Mar. 2, 1917, c. 145, 

§ 36, 39 Stat. 963.) 
329. Seeds and reports from Department of Agriculture.— 

Seeds transmitted by the Department of Agriculture, or by 
any Member of Congress or Delegate receiving seeds for dis-

tribution from said department, together with agricultural re-
ports emanating from that department., and so transmitted, 
shall, under such regulations as the Postmaster General shall 
prescribe, pass through the mails free of charge. And the 
provisions of this section shall apply to ex-Members of Con-
gress and ex-Delegates for the period of nine months after the 
expiration of their terms as Members and Delegates. (Mar. 
3, 1875, c. 128, § 7, 18 Stat. 343; Feb. 9, 1889, c. 122, § 1, 25 

Stat. 659.) 
330. Agricultural extension work between agricultural col-

leges and Department of Agriculture.—All correspondence, bul-
letins, and reports for the furtherance of the purposes of sec-
tions 341 to 348 of Title 7, may be transmitted in the mails 

of the United States free of charge for postage, under such 
regulations as the Postmaster General, from time to time, may 

prescribe, by such college officer or other person connected 
with the extension department of such college as the Secretary 
of Agriculture may designate to the Postmaster General. 

(June 30, 1914, c. 131, 38 Stat. 438.). 
331. Reading matter for blind; Bibles.—Books, pamphlets, 

and other reading matter in raised characters for the use of the 
blind, whether prepared by hand or printed, in single volumes, 

not exceeding ten pounds in weight, or in packages not exceeding 
four pounds in weight and containing no advertising or other 
matter whatever, unsealed and when sent by public institutions 
for the blind, or by any public libraries, as a loan to blind 
readers, or when returned by the latter to such institutions or 
public libraries, and magazines, periodicals and other regu-
larly issued publications in such raised characters whether 
prepared by hand or printed, which contain no advertisements, 

and for which no subscription fee is charged, shall be trans-

mitted in the United States mails free of postage, and under 
such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe. 
Volumes of the Holy Scriptures, or any part thereof, in raised 
characters for the use of the blind, whether prepared by hand 
or printed, which do not contain advertisements, (a) when 
furnished by an organization, institution, or association not 
conducted for private profit, to a blind person without charge, 

shall be transmitted in the United States mails free of postage; 
(b) when furnished by an organization, institution, or associa-
tion not conducted for private profit to a blind person at a 
price not greater than the cost price thereof, shall be trans-

mitted in the United States mails at the postage rate of 1 cent 
for each pound or fraction thereof; under such regulations as 

the Postmaster General may prescribe. (Apr. 27, 1904, c. 1612, 

33 Stat. 313; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1, 37 Stat. 556; June 7, 

1924, c. 375, 43 Stat. (368.) 
332. Hawaiian Islands.—The franking privilege, as the same 

is regulated by law, shall extend to the Hawaiian Islands. 
(Mar. 1, 1899, e. 327, § 4, 30 Stat. 966.) 
333. Matter admitted under penalty privilege restricted.— 

No article, package, or other matter, except postage stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, and in-
ternal-revenue stamps, shall be admitted to the mails under a 
penalty privilege, unless such article, package, or other matter, 
except postage stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, 
postal cards, and internal-revenue stamps would be entitled to 
admission to the mails under laws requiring payment of post-

age. (June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 477.) 
334. Overweight matter.—No article or package exceeding 

four pounds in weight shall be admitted to the mails under the 
penalty privilege except postage stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper wrappers, postal cards, internal-revenue stamps, 
single books weighing in excess of that amount, and books 
and documents published or circulated by order of Congress, or 
printed or written official matter emanating from any of the 
departments of the Government, or from the Smithsonian In-

stitution. (June 8, 1896, c. 370, 29 Stat 262; June 26, 1906, c. 
3546, 34 Stat. 477; May 18. 1916, c. 126, § 11, 39 Stat. 162.) 

335. Lending or permitting use of frank unlawful.—It shall 
be unlawful for any person entitled under the law to the use 
of a frank to lend said frank or permit its use by any commit-
tee, organization, or association, or permit its use by any per-
son for the benefit or use of any committee, organization, or 
association. This provision shall not apply to any committee 
composed of Members of Congress. (June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 

Stat. 477.) 

Chapter 9.—POSTAGE STAMPS, POSTAL CARDS, AND 
ENVELOPES. 

Sec. 
351. Stamps. 
352. Same; manufacture by Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
353. Same; contracts for manufacture. 
354. Stamped envelopes. 
355. Contracts for envelopes by Postmaster General. 
356. Postal cards. 
357. Same; international cards. 
358. Letter-sheet envelopes, double postal cards, double-letter en-

velopes. 
359. Deliveries by contractor. 
360. Improvements in stamps and envelopes. 
361. Sale of stamps at post offices. 
362. Limitation on price of stamped envelopes and newspaper wrap-

pers. 
363. Stamps and envelopes at discount. 
364. Selling stamps at more than face. 
365. Stamps to be defaced; precanceled stamps. 
366. Failure to deface; report. 
367. Uniform ink or appliance for canceling stamps. 
368. Permits for special cancellation stamps or postmarking dies; 

when authorized; duration of; no expenditure of postal funds 
or appropriations; revocation of permits. 

369. Use of precauceled stamped envelopes. 

Section 351. Stamps.—The Postmaster General shall prepare 
postage stamps of suitable denominations, which, when at-

tached to mail matter, shall be evidence of the payment of 
the postage thereon. (R. S. § 3914.) 

852. Same; manufacture by Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing.—When in the opinion of the Postmaster General the inter-
ests of the Post Office Department require it, the manufacturing 
of special-delivery and adhesive postage stamps may be done 
by the Treasury Department (Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing), in conformity with an agreement satisfactory to both 

the Postmaster General and the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, 1, 32 Stat. 117.) 
353. Same; contracts for manufacture.—No contract for the 

manufacture of adhesive postage stamps, special-delivery 

stamps, or books of stamps shall be made by the Government 
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with any department or bureau of the Government below the
cost of such work to the Government. (June 26, 1906, c. 3546,
34 Stat. 475.)

354. Stamped envelopes.-The Postmaster General shall pro-
vide suitable letter and newspaper envelopes, with such water-
marks or other guards against counterfeits as he may deem
expedient, and with postage stamps with such device and of
such suitable denominations as he may direct, impressed there-
on: and such envelopes shall be known as " stamped en-
velopes," and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the cost of
procuring them, with the addition of the value of the
postage stamps impressed thereon; but no stamped envelope
or any %ther envelope furnished or sold by the Government
shall contain any lithographing or engraving, nor any printing
nor advertisement except that the usual request for return of
the letter to the writer may be printed thereon. Letters and
papers inclosed in such stamped envelopes shall, if the postage
stamp is of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage
properly chargeable thereon, pass in the mail as prepaid mat-
ter. (R. S. § 3915; June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 1, 18 Stat. 231;
Mar. 3, 1893, c. 213, § 1, 27 Stat. 733; June 26, 1906, c. 3546,
34 Stat. 476.)

355. Contracts for envelopes by Postmaster GeneraL-The
Postmaster General shall contract, for a period not exceeding
four years, for all envelopes, stamped or otherwise, designed
for sale to the public, or for use by the Post Office Department,
the Postal Service, and other executive departments, and all
Government bureaus and establishments, and the branches of
the service coming under their jurisdiction, and may contract
for them to be plain or with such printed matter as may be
prescribed by the department making requisition therefor.
(B. S. § 3915; June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 476.)

356. Postal cards.-To facilitate letter correspondence, and to
provide for the transmission in the mails, at a reduced rate
of postage, of messages, orders, notices, and other short com-
munications, either printed or written in pencil or ink, the
Postmaster General is authorized and directed to furnish and
issue to the public, with postage stamps impressed upon them,
"postal cards," manufactured of good stiff paper, of such
quality, form, and size as he shall deem best adapted for gen-
eral use; which cards shall be used as a means of postal inter-
course, under rules and regulations to be prescribed by the
Postmaster General, and when so used shall be transmitted
through the mails at a postage charge of 1 cent each, including
the cost of their manufacture. (R. S. § 3916.)

357. Same; international cards--The Postmaster General
may furnish and issue to the public, postal cards with postage
stamps impressed upon them, for circulation in the mails ex-
changed with foreign countries under the provisions of the
Universal Postal Union Convention of June 1, 1878, at a postage
charge of 2 cents each. including the cost of their manufacture.
(June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 179.)

358. Letter-sheet envelopes, double postal cards, double-
letter envelopes.-Tlie Postmaster General may take the neces-
sary steps to introduce and furnish for public use a letter-
sheet envelope, on which postage stamps of the denomina-
tions in use on ordinary envelopes shall be placed. He may
also furn.ih for public use a double postal card, on whi(h shall
be placed two 1-cent stamps, said card to be so arranged for
the address that it may be forwarded and returned, and to be
sold for 2 cents apiece; and also introduce and furnish for
public use a double-letter envelope, on which stamps of the
denominations in use may be placed, and with the arrange-
ment for the address similar to the double postal card; said
letter sheet and double postal card and double envelope to be
issued under such regulations as the Postmaster General may
.prescribe. No money shall be paid for royalty or patent on

any of the articles named. (Mar. 3, 1879. c. 180, § 32, 20
Stat. 362.)

359. Deliveries by contractor.-In making contracts for
stamped envelopes, stamped paper, and all other supplies, the
Postmaster General may require the contractor, under such
regulations as he may prescribe, to make delivery at such
points in the United States as he may direct, whenever, in his
opinion, any such contract can be made at a saving to the
Government. (July 16, 1894, c. 137, § 2, 28 Stat. 106.)

360. Improvements in stamps and envelopes.-The Post-
master General may, from time to time, adopt such improve-
ments in postage stamps and stamped envelopes as he may
deem advisable; and when any such improvement is adopted
it shall be subject to all the provisions herein respecting postage
stamps or stamped envelopes. (R. S. § 3917.)

361. Sale of stamps at post offices.-Postage stamps and
stamped envelopes shall be furnished by the Postmaster Gen-
eral to all postmasters, and shall be kept for sale at all post
offices; and each postmaster shall be held accountable for all
such stamps and envelopes furnished to him. (R. S. § 3918.)

362. Limitation on price of stamped envelopes and news-
paper wrappers.-No stamped envelopes or newspaper wrap-
pers shall be sold by the Post Office Department at less (in
addition to the legal postage) than the cost, including all
salaries, clerk hire, and other expenses connected therewith.
(July 12, 1876, c. 179, § 14, 19 Stat. 82.)

363. Stamps and envelopes at discount.-Postage stamps and
stamped envelopes may be sold at a discount to certain desig-
nated agents, who will agree to sell again without discount,
under rules to be prescribed by the Postmaster General; but
the quantities of each sold to any one agent at one time shall
not exceed $100 in value, and the discount shall not exceed
5 per centum on the face value of the stamps, nor the same
per centum on the current price of the envelopes when sold in
less quantities. (R. S. § 3919.)

364. Selling stamps at more than face.-Postage stamps shall
not be sold for any larger sum than the value indicated on
their face, nor stamped envelopes for more than is charged
therefor by the Post Office Department for like quantities.
(R. S. § 3920.)

365. Stamps to be defaced; precanceled stamps.-Postage
stamps affixed to all mail matter or to stamped envelopes in
which the same is inclosed shall, when deposited for mailing
or delivery, be defaced by the postmaster at the mailing office
in such manner as the Postmaster General may direct. When
practicable postage stamps may be furnished to postmasters
precanceled by printing on them the name of the post office
at which they are to be used, under such regulations as the
Postmaster General may prescribe. (R. S. § 3291; May 18, 1916,
c. 126, § 12, 39 Stat. 162.)

366. Failure to deface; report.-If any mail matter shall
be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being so defaced,
the postmaster at the office of delivery shall deface them, and
report the delinquent postmaster to the Postmaster General.
(R. S. § 3921.)

367. Uniform ink or appliance for canceling stamps.-The
Postmaster General may adopt a uniform canceling ink or
other appliance for canceling stamps which experiments and
tests have proved or may prove to be the most practicable and
the best calculated to protect the revenues of the department
from the frauds practiced upon it, to be used in all the post
offices where stamps are canceled, and he may distribute said
canceling ink or other appliance in the same manner as other
supplies are distributed to the different post offices in the
United States. (June 20, 1878, c. 359, § 1, 20 Stat. 240.)

368. Permits for special cancellation stamps or postmark-
ing dies; when authorized; duration of; no expenditure of
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with any department or bureau of the Government below the 
cost of such work to the Government. (June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 

34 Stat. 475.) 
354. Stamped envelopes.—The Postmaster General shall pro-

vide suitable letter and newspaper envelopes, with such water-
marks or other guards against counterfeits as he may deem 
expedient, and with postage stamps with such device and of 
such suitable denominations as he may direct, impressed there-
on; and such envelopes shall be known as "st4raped en-

velopes," and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the cost of 
procuring them, with the addition of the value of the 
postage stamps impressed thereon; but no stamped envelope 
or any Tither envelope furnished or sold by the Government 
shall contain any lithographing or engraving, nor any printing 
nor advertisement except that the usual request for return of 

the letter to the writer may be printed thereon. Letters and 
papers inclosed in such stamped envelopes shall, if the postage 
stamp is of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage 
properly chargeable thereon, pass in the mail as prepaid mat-
ter. (R. S. I 3915; June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 1, 18 Stat. 231; 
Mar. 3, 1893, c. 213, § 1, 27 Stat. 733; June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 
34 Stat. 476.) 

355. Contracts for envelopes by Postmaster GeneraL—The 
Postmaster General shall contract, for a period not exceeding 

four years, for all envelopes, stamped or otherwise, designed 
for sale to the public, or for use by the Post Office Department, 
the Postal Service, and other executive departments, and all 
Government bureaus and establishments, and the branches of 
the service coming under their jurisdiction, and may contract 
for them to be plain or with such printed matter as may be 
prescribed by the department making requisition therefor. 
(R. S. § 3915; June 26, 1906, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 476.) 

356. Postal cards.—To facilitate letter correspondence, and to 
provide for the transmission in the mails, at a reduced rate 
of postage, of messages, orders, notices, and other short com-
munications, either printed or written in pencil or ink, the 
Postmaster General is authorized and directed to furnish and 
issue to the public, with postage stamps impressed upon them, 
"postal cards," manufactured of good stiff paper, of such 
quality, form, and size as he shall deem best adapted for gen-
eral use; which cards shall be used as a means of postal inter-

course, under rules and regulations to be prescribed by the 
Postmaster General, and when so used shall be transmitted 
through the mails at a postage charge of 1 cent each, including 
the cost of their manufacture. (R. S. I 3916.) 

357. Same; international cards.—The Postmaster General 
may furnish and issue to the public, postal cards with postage 
stamps impressed upon them, for circulation in the mails ex-
changed with foreign countries under the provisions of the 
Universal Postal Union Convention of June 1, 1878, at a postage 
charge of 2 cents each, including the cost of their manufacture. 
(June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 179.) 
358. Letter-sheet envelopes, double postal cards, double-

letter envelopes.—The Postmaster General may take the neces-

sary steps to introduce and furnish for public use a letter-
sheet envelope, on which postage stamps of the denomina-
tions in use on ordinary envelopes shall be placed. He may 
also furni,,h for public use a double postal card, on which shall 
be placed two 1-cent stamps, said card to be so arranged for 
the address that it may be forwarded and returned, and to be 
sold for 2 cents apiece; and also introduce and furnish for 

public use a double-letter envelope, on which stamps of the 
denominations in use may be placed, and with the arrange-

ment for the address similar to the double postal card; said 
letter sheet and double postal card and double envelope to be 
issued under such regulations as the Postmaster General may 
prescribe. No money shall be paid for royalty or patent on 

any of the articles named. (Mar. 3, 1879. c. 180, 5 32, 20 
Stat. 362.) 

359. Deliveries by contractor.—In making contracts for 
stamped envelopes, stamped paper, and all other supplies, the 
Postmaster General may require the contractor, under such 
regulations as he may prescribe, to make delivery at such 
points in the United States as he may direct, whenever, in his 
opinion, any such contract can be made at a saving to the 

Government. (July 16, 1894, c. 137, § 2, 28 Stat. 106.) 
360. Improvements in stamps and envelopes.—The Post-

master General may, from time to time, adopt such improve-
ments in postage stamps and stamped envelopes as he may 
deem advisable; and when any such improvement is adopted 
it shall be subject to all the provisions herein respecting postage 

stamps or stamped envelopes. (R. S. § 3917.) 
361. Sale of stamps at post offices.—Postage stamps and 

stamped envelopes shall be furnished by the Postmaster Gen-
eral to all postmasters, and shall be kept for sale at all post 

offices; and each postmaster shall be held accountable for all 
such stamps and envelopes furnished to him. (R. S. § 3918.) 

362. Limitation on price of stamped envelopes and news-
paper wrappers.—No stamped envelopes or newspaper wrap-

pers shall be sold by the Post Office Department at less (in 
addition to the legal postage) than the cost, including all 
salaries, clerk hire, and other expenses connected therewith. 
(July 12, 1876, c. 179, § 14, 19 Stat. 82.) 
363. Stamps and envelopes at discount.—Postage stamps and 

stamped envelopes may be sold at a discount to certain desig-
nated agents, who will agree to sell again without discount, 
under rules to be prescribed by the Postmaster General; but 
the quantities of each sold to any one agent at one time shall 
not exceed $100 in value, and the discount shall not exceed 
5 per centum on the face value of the stamps, nor the same 
per centum on the current price of the envelopes when sold in 
less quantities. (R. S. § 3919.) 

364. Selling stamps at more than face.—Postage stamps shall 

not be sold for any larger sum than the value indicated on 
their face, nor stamped envelopes for more than is charged 
therefor by the Post Office Department for like quantities. 
(R. S. § 3920.) 

365. Stamps to be defaced; precanceled stamps.—Postage 

stamps affixed to all mail matter or to stamped envelopes in 
which the same is inclosed shall, when deposited for mailing 
or delivery, be defaced by the postmaster at the mailing office 
in such manner as the Postmaster General may direct. When 

practicable postage stamps may be furnished to postmasters 
precanceled by printing on them the name of the post office 
at which they are to be used, under such regulations as the 
Postmaster General may prescribe. (R. S. § 3291; May 18, 1916, 
c. 126, § 12, 39 Stat. 162.) 

366. Failure to deface; report.—If any mail matter shall 

be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being so defaced, 
the postmaster at the office of delivery shall deface them, and 
report the delinquent postmaster to the Postmaster General. 
(R. S. § 3921.) 
367. Uniform ink or appliance for canceling stamps.—The 

Postmaster General may adopt a uniform canceling ink or 
other appliance for canceling stamps which experiments and 

tests have proved or may prove to be the most practicable and 
the best calculated to protect the revenues of the department 

from the frauds practiced upon it, to be used in all the post 
offices where stamps are canceled, and he may distribute said 

canceling ink or other appliance in the same manner as other 

supplies are distributed to the different post offices in the 
United States. (June 20, 1878, c. 359, § 1, 20 Stat. 240.) 

368. Permits for special cancellation stamps or postmark-

ing dies; when authorized; duration of; no expenditure of 
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postal funds or appropriations; revocation of permits.-The
Postmaster General may, under such rules and regulations as he

may prescribe, grant permission for the use in first and second

class post offices of special canceling stamps or postmarking

dies for advertising purposes in the following cases only: First,

where the event to be advertised is for some national purpose

for which Congress has made an appropriation; second, where

the event to be advertised is of general public interest and im-

plortance and is to endure for a definite period of time and is

not to be conducted for private gain or profit. Such permit
sh:;ll not be for a longer period than six months and the dura-

tion of the event to be advertised. Nothing in this section shall

be construed to authorize the expenditure of any postal funds

or appropriation either for the purchase of special canceling

stamps or postmarking dies or for adapting canceling machines

for the use of such stamps or dies or for installing the same,

but all expense shall be prepaid by the permittee. Any permis-

sion granted under this section shall be revocable in the event

the Government shall find it expedient or necessary to use spe-

cial canceling stamps or postmarking dies for its own purposes.

(May 11, 1922, c. 186, §§ 1, 2, 42 Stat. 540.)
369. Use of precanceled stamped envelopes.-The Post-

master General may, under such regulations as he may pre-

scribe, issue a permit to persons using Government stamped

envelopes to deface the postage stamps thereon in connection

with the placing on the envelopes of the name of the post office

and State of mailing, together with such other indicia as may

be prescribed. (Feb. 20, 1925, c. 275, 43 Stat. 955.)

Chapter 10.-REGISTERED MAIL.
Sec.
381. System of registration; Indemnity for loss of first-class matter.
182. Payment of limited indemnity claims by postmasters.

383. Indemnity for loss of third-class and fourth-class matter.
384. Registered matter and fees.
385. Registry of letters containing currency.
386. Receipt for delivery of registered mail.

Section 381. System of registration; indemnity for loss of

first-class matter.-For the greater security of valuable mail

matter the Postmaster General may establish a uniform system

of registration, and as a part of such system he may provide

rules under which the sender or owners of first-class registered

matter shall be indemnified for losses thereof In the mails, the

Indemnity to be paid out of the postal revenues, but in no case

to exceed $100 for any one registered piece, or the actual value

thereof when that is less than $100, and for which no other

compensation or reimbursement to the loser has been made.

The Post Office Department or its revenues shall not be liable

for the loss of mail matter on account of its having been reg-

istered except as provided in this chapter. (R. S. § 3926; Feb.

27, 1897, c. 340, § 1, 29 Stat. 559; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32

Stat. 1174.)
382. Payment of limited indemnity claims by postmasters.-

The Postmaster General may, under such rules and regulations

as he shall prescribe, authorize postmasters to pay limited in-

demnity claims on insured and collect-on-delivery mail. (Apr.

24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 581.)
383. Indemnity for loss of third-class and fourth-class

matter.-The Postmaster General may indemnify the senders

or owners of third and fourth class domestic registered matter

lost in the mails, the Indemnity, which shall be paid out of the

postal revenues, not to exceed $25 for a single piece of registered

matter or the actual value thereof if less than $25: Provided,

That no indemnity shall be paid If the loser has been otherwise

reimbursed. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1337.)

384. Registered matter and fees.-Mall matter shall be reg-

istered only on the application of the party posting the same,

and the fees therefor shall not be less than 15 nor more than

20 cents In addition to the regular postage, to be, in all cases,
- A... ,,a on n..h fwo shall be accounted ftr in suech MA-

xner as the Postmaster General shall direct; but the Postmaster

General may fix the fee for registered mail matter at any

amount less than 20 cents. Letters upon the official business

of the Post Office Department which require registering shall

be registered free of charge, and pass through the mails free of

charge, and any letter or packet to be registered by any of the

executive departmen-ts or bureaus thereof or by the Public

Printer may be registered without the payment of any registry

fee. (R. S. § 3927; Mar. 3, 1879, c. 1S0, § 29, 20 Stat. 362;
July 6, 1884, c. 234, § 3, 23 Stat. 158; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 3G8, §

209, 43 Stat. 1068.)
385. Registry of letters containing currency.-Under such

regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe, all post-

masters are authorized to register in the manner prescribed by

law, but without payment of any registration fee, all letters

containing fractional or other currency of the United States,

which shall be by them sent by mail to the Treasurer of the

United States for redemption; and the postmaster at the city

of Washington, in the District of Columbia, shall register, in

like manner, without charge, all letters containing new cur-

rency returned for currency redeemed, which shall be received

by him from the Treasurer, in sealed packages, marked with

the word "Register" over the official signature of the said

Treasurer. (R. S. § 3932.)
386. Receipt for delivery of registered maiL-Whenever the

sender shall so request, and upon payment of a fee of 3 cents,

a receipt shall be taken on the delivery of any registered mail

matter, showing to whom and when the same was delivered,

which receipt shall be returned to the sender, and be received

in the courts as prima facie evidence of such delivery. (R. S.

§ 3928; May 23, 1910, c. 255, 36 Stat. 416; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,

§ 210, 43 Stat. 1068.)

Chapter 11.-UNCLAIMED, DEAD, AND REQUEST LET-

TERS, AND UNCLAIMED PRINTED MATTER.

Sec.
401. Advertising letters not delivered.
402. Same; foreign letters.
403. Same; posting lists.
404. Same; pay for.
405. Same; charge on.
406. Return of undelivered letters.
407. Unpaid letters to dead-letter office.
408. Disposition of dead letters.
409. Request for return.
410. Forwarding letters.
411. Disposal of uncalled-for printed matter.

Section 401. Advertising letters not delivered.-The Post-

master General may direct the publication of the list of non-

delivered letters at any post office by written list posted in

some public place, or, when he shall deem it for the public in-

terest, he may direct the publication of such list in the daily or

weekly newspaper regularly published within the post-office

delivery which has the largest circulation within such delivery,

and where no daily paper is published within the post-office

delivery, such list may be published in the daily newspaper of

any adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within the

delivery of the post office publishing the list; and in case of

dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the post-

master shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. Such

list shall be published as frequently as the Postmaster General

may deem proper, but not oftener than once a week. (R. 8.

§ 3930.)
402. Same; foreign letters.-The list of nondelivered letters

addressed to foreign-born persons may be published in a news-

paper printed in the language most used by them, which shall

be selected in the manner prescribed In section 401 of this

title. (R. S. § 3931.)
403. Same; posting lists.-Every postmaster shall post, in a

conspicuous place in his office, a copy of each list of nondelivered

letters immediately after its publication. (R. S. § 3933.)

§ 403
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postal funds or appropriations; revocation of permits.—The 

Postmaster General may, under such rules and regulations as he 
may prescribe, grant permission for the use in first and second 
class post offices of special canceling stamps or postmarking 
dies for advertising purposes in the following cases only : First, 
where the event to be advertised is for some national purpose 

for which Congress has made an appropriation; second, where 
the event to be advertised is of general public interest and im-
portance and is to endure for a definite period of time and is 
not to be conducted for private gain or profit. Such permit 
shall not be for a longer period than six months and the dura-
tion of the event to be advertised. Nothing in this section shall 

be construed to authorize the expenditure of any postal funds 
or appropriation either for the purchase of special canceling 
stamps or postmarking dies or for adapting canceling machines 
for the use of such stamps or dies or for installing the same, 

but all expense shall be prepaid by the permittee. Any permis-
sion granted under this section shall be revocable in the event 
the Government shall find it expedient or necessary to use spe-
cial canceling stamps or postmarking dies for its own purposes. 

(May 11, 1922, c. 186, §§ 1, 2, 42 Stat. 540.) 
369. Use of precanceled stamped envelopes.—The Post-

master General may, under such regulations as he may pre-
scribe, issue a permit to persons using Government stamped 
envelopes to deface the postage stamps thereon in connection 
with the placing on the envelopes of the name of the post office 
and State of mailing, together with such other indicia as may 

be prescribed. (Feb. 20, 1925, e. 275, 43 Stat. 955.) 

Chapter 1 0.—REGISTERED MAIL. 

See. 
381. System of registration; indemnity for loss of first-class matter. 
882. Payment of limited indemnity claims by postmasters. 
383. Indemnity for loss of third-date and fourth-class matter. 
384. Registered matter and fees. 
385. Registry of letters containing currency. 
386. Receipt for delivery of registered mail. 

Section 381. System of registration; indemnity for loss of 

first-class matter.—For the greater security of valuable mail 
matter the Postmaster General may establish a uniform system 
of registration, and as a part of such system he may provide 

rules under which the sender or owners of first-class registered 
matter shall be indemnified for losses thereof in the mails, the 
indemnity to be paid out of the postal revenues, but in no case 
to exceed $100 for any one registered piece, or the actual value 
thereof when that is less than $100, and for which no other 
compensation or reimbursement to the loser has been made. 

The Post Office Department or its revenues shall not be liable 
for the loss of mail matter on account of its having been reg-
istered except as provided in this chapter. (R. S. § 3926; Feb. 
27, 1897, c. 340, § 1, 29 Stat. 559; Mar. 3, 1903, c. 1009, § 1, 32 

Stat. 1174.) 
382. Payment of limited indemnity claims by postmasters.— 

The Postmaster General may, under such rules and regulations 
as he shall prescribe, authorize postmasters to pay limited in-
demnity claims on insured and collect-on-delivery mail. (Apr. 

24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 581.) 
383. Indemnity for loss of third-class and fourth-class 

matter.—The Postmaster General may indemnify the senders 

or owners of third and fourth clam domestic registered matter 
lost in the mails, the indemnity, which shall be paid out of the 
postal revenues, not to exceed $25 for a single piece of registered 

matter or the actual value thereof if less than $25: Provided, 
That no indemnity shall be paid if the loser has been otherwise 

reimbursed. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1337.) 
384. Registered matter and fees.—Mall matter shall be reg-

istered only on the application of the party posting the same, 

and the fees therefor shall not be less than 15 nor more than 

20 cents in addition to the regular postage, to be, in all cases, 

prepaid; and all such fees shall be accounted or in such man- , 

ner as the Postmaster General shall direct; but the Postmaster 
General may fix the fee for registered mail matter at any 
amount less than 20 cents. Letters upon the official business 
of the Post Office Department which require registering shall 
be registered free of charge, and pass through the mails free of 
charge, and any letter or packet to be registered by any of the 
executive departments or bureaus thereof or by the Public 
Printer may be registered without the payment of any registry 

fee. (It. S. § 3927; Mar. 3, 1879, e. 180, § 29, 20 Stat. 362; 
July 6, 1884, c. 234, § 3, 23 Stat. 158; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 
209, 43 Stat. 1068.) 

385. Registry of letters containing currency.—Under such 
regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe, all post-
masters are authorized to register in the manner prescribed by 
law, but without payment of any registration fee, all letters 

containing fractional or other currency of the United States, 
which shall be by them sent by mail to the Treasurer of the 

United States for redemption; and the postmaster at the city 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, shall register, in 
like manner, without charge, all letters containing new cur-

rency returned for currency redeemed, which shall be received 
by him from the Treasurer, in sealed packages, marked with 
the word "Register" over the official signature of the said 

Treasurer. (R. S. § 3932.) 
386. Receipt for delivery of registered mail.—Whenever the 

sender shall so request, and upon payment of a fee of 3 cents, 
a receipt shall be taken on the delivery of any registered mail 
matter, showing to whom and when the same was delivered, 
which receipt shall be returned to the sender, and be received 

in the courts as prima fade evidence of such delivery. (It. S. 

§ 3928; May 23, 1910, c. 255, 36 Stitt. 416; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 
§ 210, 43 Stat. 1068.) 

Chapter 1 1.—UNCLAIMED, DEAD, AND REQUEST LET-

TERS, AND UNCLAIMED PRINTED MATTER. 

Sec. 
401. Advertising letters not delivered. 
402. Same; foreign letters. 
403. Same; posting lists. 
404. Same; pay for. 
405. Same; charge on. 
406. Return of undelivered letters. 
407. Unpaid letters to dead-letter office. 
408. Disposition of dead letters. 
409. Request for return. 
410. Forwarding letters. 
411. Disposal of uncalled-for printed matter. 

Section 401. Advertising letters not delivered.—The Post-

master General may direct the publication of the list of non-
delivered letters at any post office by written list posted in 
some public place, or, when he shall deem it for the public in-
terest, he may direct the publication of such list in the daily or 
weekly newspaper regularly published within the post-office 
delivery which has the largest circulation within such delivery, 
and where no daily paper is published within the post-office 
delivery, such list may be published in the daily newspaper of 
any adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within the 

delivery of the post office publishing the list; and in case of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the post-
master shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. Such 
list shall be published as frequently as the Postmaster General 

may deem proper, but not oftener than once a week. (R. S. 

§ 3930.) 
402. Same; foreign letters.—The list of nondelivered letters 

addressed to foreign-born persons may be published in a news-
paper printed in the language most used by them, which shall 
be selected in the manner prescribed in section 401 of this 

title. (R. S. § 3931.) 
403. Same; posting lists.—Every postmaster shall post, in a 

conspicuous place in his office, a copy of each list of nondelivered 
letters immediately after its publication. ,(It. S. § 3933.) 
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404. Same; pay for.-The compensation for publishing the

list of nondelivered letters shall in no case exceed 1 cent for

each letter so published. (R. S. § 3934.)
405. Same; charge on.-All letters published as nondelivered

shall be charged with 1 cent in addition to the regular postage,

to be accounted for as part of the postal revenue. (R. S.

§ 3935.)
406. Return of undelivered letters.-The Postmaster General

may regulate the period during which undelivered letters shall

remain in any post office and when they shall be returned to
the dead-letter office; and he may make regulations for their
return from the dead-letter office to the writers when they can
not be delivered to the parties addressed. When letters are
returned from the dead-letter office to the writers, a fee of 3

cents shall be collected at the time of delivery, under such
rules and regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe.
(R. S. § 3936; Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 4, 41 Stat. 583.)

407. Unpaid letters to dead-letter office.-All domestic letters
deposited in any post office for mailing, on which the postage is
wholly unpaid or paid less than one full rate as required by
law, except letters lawfully free, and duly certified letters of
soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United

States, shall be sent by the postmaster to the dead-letter office
in Washington. But in large cities and adjacent districts of

dense population, having two or more post offices within a dis-
tance of three miles of each other, any letter mailed at one of
such offices and addressed to a locality within the delivery of
another of such offices, which shall have been inadvertently
prepaid at the drop or local letter rate of postage only, may
be forwarded to its destination through the proper office,
charged with the amount of the deficient postage, to be col-
lected on delivery. (R. S. § 3937.)

408. Disposition of dead letters.-All letters of domestic
origin which can not be delivered by postmasters shall be sent
to the Post Office Department or to a post office designated by
the Postmaster General and such as contain inclosures of value,
other than correspondence, shall be recorded. If the sender
or addressee can not be identified, such letters shall be held
for a period of one year awaiting reclamation. If within one
year they have not been claimed, they shall be disposed of as
the Postmaster General may direct. All other undeliverable
letters shall be disposed of without record and not held for
reclamation. (R. S. § 3938; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat.
418.)

409. Request for return.-When the writer of any letter on
which the postage is prepaid shall indorse on the outside there-
of his name and address, such letter shall not be advertised,
but. after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is
directed the time the writer may direct or the Postmaster Gen-
eral prescribe, shall be returned to the writer without addi-
tional charge for postage, and if not then delivered, shall be
treated as a dead letter. (R. S. § 3939; June 24, 1910, c. 380,
36 Stat. 6:0.)

410. Forwarding letters.-Prepaid letters shall be forwarded
from one post office to another, at the request of the party
addressed, without additional charge for postage. (R. S. §
3940.)

411. Disposal of uncalled-for printed matter.-The Post-
master General may provide, by regulations, for disposing of
printed and mailable matter which may remain in any post
office, or in the department, not called for by the party ad-
dressed; but if the publisher of any refused or uncalled-for
newspaper or other periodical shall pay the postage due
thereon, such newspaper or other periodical shall be excepted
from the operation of such regulations. (R. S. § 4061.)

Chapter 12.-CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING THE MAILS.
Sec.
421. Advertisement; general mail lettings.
422. Same; temporary madl rettinas; contracts

Sec.
423. Transmission by pneumatic tubes; contracts; expert commission;

report.
424. Contracts for inland and foreign steamboat mail service.
425. Proposals; sealing; opening.
426. Bond of bidder.
427. Same; justification of sureties; false oath.
428. Recording and preserving bids; unaccepted bids; reports as to

movement of mails.
429. Contracts to lowest bidder.
430. Signing contracts for mail transportation.
431. Copies of contracts.
432. Combinations to prevent bids.
433. Same; for star routes; service, how obtained.
434. Failure to enter into or perform contract; proceedings.
435. New sureties on mail contracts.
436. Limit of time of contract.
437. Changing terms of contract.
438. Same; notice of intention.
439. Payment on contract.
440. Pay for additional regular service.
441. Allowance for additional expedition; limit.
442. Extension of mail route.
443. Fining contractors.
444. Mail contracts not assignable.
445. Subletting or transfer of contract.
446. Same; settlements and payments.
447. Cancellation of contract sublet; subcontractor's rights.
448. Services performed for contractor or subcontractor.
449. Water-route contracts.
450. Water routes; carriage of malls as freight or express.
451. Star routes served entirely by Rural Delivery Service.

Section 421. Advertisement; general mail lettings.-The
Postmaster General shall cause advertisements of all general
mail lettings of each State and Territory to be conspicuously
posted in each post office named in said advertisements for at
least sixty days before the time of such general lettings, and
no other advertisement of such lettings shall be required; but
this provision shall not apply to any other than general mail
lettings. (R. S. § 3941; Mar. 1, 1881, c. 96, § 1, 21 Stat. 374;
May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 366.)

422. Same; temporary mail lettings; contracts.-After pro-
viding by general advertisement for the transportation of the
mails in any State or Territory as authorized by law, the
Postmaster General may secure any mail service that may be-
come necessary before the next general advertisement for said
State or Territory by posting notices, for a period of not less
than ten days, in the post offices at the termini of any route
to be let, and upon a bulletin board in the Post Office Depart-
ment, inviting proposals, in such form and with such guaranty
as may be prescribed by the Postmaster General, for the per-
formance of the proposed service. The contract for such serv-
ice shall be made to run to the end of the contract term under
the general advertisement, shall be made with the lowest bidder
whose proposal is in due form, and who, under the law, is
eligible as a bidder for such postal service. (July 26, 1892,
c. 249, § 1, 27 Stat. 268.)

423. Transmission by pneumatic tubes; contracts; expert
commission; report.-The Postmaster General may enter into
contracts not exceeding in the aggregate $1,388,750 for the
transmission of mail by pneumatic tubes or other similar de-
vices, for a period not exceeding ten years, after public adver-
tisement once a week for a period of six consecutive weeks in
not less than five newspapers, one of which shall be published
in each city where the service is to be performed. Contracts
for this service shall be subject to the provisions of the postal
laws and regulations relating to the letting of mail contracts,
except as herein otherwise provided,. and no advertisement shall
issue until after a careful investigation shall have been made
as to the needs and practicability of such service and until a
favorable report, in writing, shall have been submitted to the
Postmaster General by a commission of not less than three ex-
pert postal officials, to be named by him; nor shall such adver-
tisement issue until in the judgment of the Postmaster General

§ 404
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404. Same; pay for.-The compensation for publishing the 
list of uondelivered letters shall in no case exceed 1 cent for 

each letter so published. (R. S. § 3934.) 
405. Same; charge on.-All letters published as nondelivered 

shall be charged with 1 cent in addition to the regular postage, 

to be accounted for as part of the postal revenue. (R. S. 

§ 3935.) 
406. Return of undelivered letters.-The Postmaster General 

may regulate the period during which undelivered letters shall 
remain in any post office and when they shall be returned to 

the dead-letter office; and he may make regulations for their' 
return from the dead-letter office to the writers when they can 
not be delivered to the parties addressed. When letters are 
returned from the dead-letter office to the writers, a fee of 3 

cents shall be collected at the time of delivery, under such 
rules and regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe. 

(R. S. § 3936; Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 4, 41 Stat. 583.) 
407. Unpaid letters to dead-letter office.-All domestic letters 

deposited in any post office for mailing, on which the postage is 

wholly unpaid or paid less than one full rate as required by 
law, except letters lawfully free, and duly certified letters of 
soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United 
States, shall be sent by the postmaster to the dead-letter office 
in Washington. But in large cities and adjacent districts of 
dense population, having two or more post offices within a dis-
tance of three miles of each other, any letter mailed at one of 
such offices and addressed to a locality within the delivery of 
another of such offices, which shall have been inadvertently 
prepaid at the drop or local letter rate of postage only, may 
be forwarded to its destination through the proper office, 
charged with the amount of the deficient postage, to be col-

lected on delivery. (R. S. 3937.) 
408. Disposition of dead letters.-All letters of domestic 

origin which can not be delivered by postmasters shall be sent 
to the Post Office Department or to a post office designated by 
the Postmaster General and such as contain inclosures of value, 
other than correspondence, shall be recorded. If the sender 

or addressee can not be identified, such letters shall be held 
for a period of one year awaiting reclamation. If within one 
year they have not been claimed, they shall be disposed of as 

the Postmaster General may direct. All other undeliverable 
letters shall be disposed of without record and not held for 
reclamation. (R. S. § 3938; July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 
418.) 

409. Request for return.-When the writer of any letter on 
which the postage is prepaid shall indorse on the outside there-
of his name and address, such letter shall not be advertised, 
but, after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is 
directed the time the writer may direct or the Postmaster Gen-
eral prescribe, shall be returned to the writer without addi-
tional charge for postage, and if not then delivered, shall be 
treated as a dead letter. (R. S. § 3939; .Tune 24, 1910, c. 380, 

36 Stat. 630.) 
410. Forwarding letters.-Prepaid letters shall be forwarded 

from one post office to another, at the request of the party 
addressed, without additional charge for postage. (R. S. § 
3940.) 

411. Disposal of uncalled-for printed matter.-The Post-
master General may provide, by regulations, for disposing of 
printed and mailable matter which may remain in any post 
office, or in the department, not called for by the party ad-

dressed; but if the publisher of any refused or uncalled-for 
newspaper or other periodical shall pay the postage due 
thereon, such newspaper or other periodical shall be excepted 
from the operation of such regulations. (R. S. § 4061.) 

Chapter 12.-CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING THE MAILS. 
See. 
421. Adverriwment; general mail lettings. 
422. Same; temporary men lettings; contracts. 

Sec. 
423. Transmission by pneumatic tubes; contracts; expert commission; 

report. 
424. Contracts for inland and foreign steamboat mail service. 

425. Proposals ; sealing; opening. 
426. Bond of bidder. 
427. Same; justification of sureties; false oath. 
428. Recording and preserving bids; unaccepted bids; reports as to 

movement of mails. 
429. Contracts to lowest bidder. 
430. Signing contracts for mail transportation. 
431. Copies of contracts. 
432. Combinations to prevent bids. 
433. Same; for star routes; service, how obtained. 
434. Failure to enter into or perform contract; proceedings. 
435. New sureties on mail contracts. 
436. Limit of time of contract. 
437. Changing terms of contract. 
438. Same; notice of intention. 
439. Payment on contract. 
440. Pay for additional regular service. 
441. Allowance for additional expedition; limit. 
442. Extension of mail route. 
443. Fining contractors. 
444. Mail contracts not assignable. 
445. Subletting or transfer of contract 
446. Same; settlements and payments. 
447. Cancellation of contract sublet; subcontractor's rights. 
448. Services performed for contractor or subcontractor. 
449. Water-route contracts. 
450. Water routes; carriage of mails as freight or express. 
451. Star routes served entirely by Rural Delivery Service. 

Section 421. Advertisement; general mail lettings.-The 
Postmaster General shall cause advertisements of all general 

mail lettings of each State and Territory to be conspicuously 
posted in each post office named in said advertisements for at 
least sixty days before the time of such general lettings, and 
nolther advertisement of such lettings shall be required; but 
this provision shall not apply to any other than general mail 

lettings. (R. S. § 3941; Mar. 1, 1881, c. 96, § 1, 21 Stat. 374; 
May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 366.) 

422. Same; temporary mail lettings; contracts.-After pro-

viding by general advertisement for the transportation of the 

mails in any State or Territory as authorized by law, the 
Postmaster General may secure any mail service that may be-
come necessary before the next general advertisement for said 

State or Territory by posting notices, for a period of not less 
than ten days, in the post offices at the termini of any route 

to be let, and upon a bulletin board in the Post Office Depart-

ment, inviting proposals, in such form and with such guaranty 
as may be prescribed by the Postmaster General, for the per-

formance of the proposed service. The contract for such serv-
ice shall be made to run to the end of the contract term under 
the general advertisement, shall be made with the lowest bidder 

whose proposal is in due form, and who, under the law, is 
eligible as a bidder for such postal service. (July 26, 1892, 
c. 249, I 1, 27 Stat. 268.) 

423. Transmission by pneumatic tubes; contracts; expert 
commission; report.-The Postmaster General may enter into 
contracts not exceeding in the aggregate $1,388,750 for the 

transmission of mail by pneumatic tubes or other similar de-
vices, for a period not exceeding ten years, after public adver-

tisement once a week for a period of six consecutive weeks in 
not less than five newspapers, one of which shall be published 
in each city where the service is to be performed. Contracts 
for this service shall be subject to the provisions of the postal 
laws and regulations relating to the letting of mail contracts, 
except as herein otherwise provided, and no advertisement shall 
issue until after a careful investigation shall have been made 

as to the needs and practicability of such service and until a 
favorable report, in writing, shall have been submitted to the 
Postmaster General by a commission of not less than three ex-
pert postal officials, to be named by him; nor shall such adver-

tisement issue until in the judgment of the Postmaster General 
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the needs of the Postal Service are such as to justify the ex-
penditure involved. Advertisements shall state in general
termis only the requirements of the service and in form best
calculated to invite competitive bidding.

The Postmaster General shall have the right to reject any
and all bids; no contract shall be awarded except to the lowest
responsible bidder, tendering full and sufficient guaranties, to
the satisfaction of the Postmaster General, of his ability to
perform satisfactory service, and such guaranties shall Include
an approval bond in double the amount of the bid.

No contract shall be entered into in any city for the charac-
ter of mail service herein provided which will create an aggre-
gate annual rate of expenditure, including necessary power and
labor to operate the tubes, and all other expenses of such serv-
ice in excess of 4 per centurn of the gross postal revenue of said
city for the last preceding fiscal year.

In the city of New York, including the borough of Brooklyn,
the annual rate of expenditure for the transmission of mail by
such tubes or devices, including power, labor, and all operating
expenses, shall not exceed $18,500 per mile of double line of
tubes or such other sum not exceeding $19,500 per mile as may
have been prescribed by the Interstate Commerce Commission
under the Act of June 19,. 1922, chapter 227.

No contract shall be made in any other city providing for
three miles or more of double lines of tube which shall involve
an expenditure in excess of $17,000 per mile per annum, and
said compensation shall cover power, labor, and all operating
expenses.

Only such contracts shall be made as may from time to time
be provided for in the annual appropriation Act for the Postal
Service. Said service shall not be extended in any cities other
than those in which the service was under contract under
authority of Congress on March 2, 1907, except the borough of
Brooklyn, of the city of New York, and the cities of Baltimore,
Maryland, Cincinnati, Ohio, Kansas City, Missouri, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, and San Francisco, California. (Apr. 21, 1902,
c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 114; Mar. 2, 1907, e. 2513, 34 Stat. 1211;
May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 412.)

424. Contracts for inland and foreign steamboat mail serv-
ice.-The Postmaster General is authorized to contract for in-
land and foreign steamboat mail service, when it can be com-
bined in one route, where the foreign office or offices are not
more than two hundred miles distant from the domestic office,
on the same terms and conditions as inland steamboat service,
and pay for the same out of the appropriation for inland steam-
boat service. (Mar. 3, 188S, c. 342, § 1, 23 Stat. 386.)

425. Proposals; sealing; opening.-Proposals for carrying the
mail shall be delivered sealed, and so kept until the bidding is
closed, and shall then be opened and marked in the presence of
the Postmaster General, and one of the Assistant Postmasters
General, or of two of the Assistant Postmasters General, or of
any other two officers of the department, to be designated by
the Postmaster General; and any bidder may withdraw his
bid at any time before twenty-four hours previous to the time
fixed for the opening of proposals, by serving upon the Post-
master General notice In writing of such withdrawal. (B. S.
§ ;'4» 1; July 28, 1916, e. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 418.)

426. Bond of bidder.-Every proposal for carrying the mail
shall be accompanied by the bond of the bidder, with sureties
approved by a postmaster, and in cases where the amount of
the bond exceeds $5,000, by a postmaster of the first, second.
or third class, in a sum to be designated by the Postmaster
General in the advertisement of each route; to which bond a
condition shall be annexed, that if the said bidder shall, within
such time after his bid is accepted as the Postmaster General
shall prescribe, enter into a contract with the United States
of America. with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved
by the Postmaster General, to perform the service proposed in
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his said bid, and, further, that he shall perform the said serv-
ice according to his contract, then the said obligation to be
void, otherwise to be in full force and obligation in law; and in
case of failure of any bidder to enter into such contract to per-
form the service, or, having executed a contract, in case of
failure to perform the service, according to his contract, he and
his sureties shall be liable for the amount of said bond as
liquidated damages, to be recovered in an action of debt on
the said bond. No proposal shall be considered unless it shall
be accompanied by such bond, and there shall have been
affixed to said proposal the oath of the bidder, taken before an
officer qualified to administer oaths, that he has the ability,
pecuniarily, to fulfill his obligations, and that the bid is made
in good faith, and with the intention to enter into contract and
perform the service in case his bid is accepted. (R. S. § 3945;
June 8, 1872, c. 335, § 245, 17 Stat. 313; June 23, 1874, c. 456,
§ 12, 18 Stat. 235.)

427. Same; justification of sureties; false oath.-Before the
bond of a bidder, provided for in section 426 of this title, is
approved, there shall be indorsed thereon the oaths of the
sureties therein, taken before an officer qualified to administer
oaths, that they are owners of real estate worth in the aggre-
gate a sum double the amount of said bond, over and above
all debts due and owing by them, and all judgments, mortgages,
and executions against them, after allowing all exemptions of
every character whatever. Accompanying said bond and as a
part thereof, there shall be a series of interrogatories, in print
or writing, .to be prescribed by the Postmaster General, and-
answered by the sureties under oath showing the amount of
real estate owned by them, a brief description thereof, and its
probable value, where it is situated, in what county and State
the record evidence of their title exists. And if any surety
shall knowingly and willfully swear falsely to any statement
made under the provisions of this section he shall be deemed
guilty of perjury, and, on conviction thereof, be punished as is
provided by law for commission of the crime of perjury. (R. S.
§ 3946; June 8, 1872, c. 335, § 246, 17 Stat. 813; June 23, 1874, c.
456, § 12, 18 Stat. 235; Aug. 11, 1876, c. 260, 19 Stat. 129.)

428. Recording and preserving bids; unaccepted bids; re-
ports as to movement of mails.-The Postmaster General shall
have recorded, in a book to be kept for that purpose, a true and
faithful abstract of all proposals made to him for carrying the
mail, giving the name of the party offering, the terms of the
offer, the sum to be paid, and the time the contract is to con-
tinue; and he shall put on file and preserve the originals of all
such proposals until the end of the contract term to which they
relate, after which the proposals that were not accepted may be
destroyed or disposed of as waste paper. The reports of the
arrivals and departures of the malls on mall routes made and
sent by postmasters to the Second Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral, on which no fines or deductions from the pay of contrac-
tors for carrying the mails have been based, and the certificates
of oaths taken by carriers on mail routes may be disposed of as
waste paper after the expiration of one year from the end of
the contract term to which they relate. (R. S. § 3948; June 13,
1898, c. 446, S 2, 30 Stat. 444.)

429. Contracts to lowest bidder.-All contracts for carrying
the mail shall be in the name of the United States and shall
be awarded to the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guaranties
for faithful performance in accordance with the terms of the
advertisement. Such contracts shall require due celerity, cer-
tainty, and security in the performance of the service; but the
Postmaster General shall not be bound to consider the bid of
any person who has willfully or negligently failed to perform
a former contract. (R. S. § 3949; May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 6, 39
Stat. 161.)

430. Signing contracts for mail transportation.-Contracts
made in the Post Office Department for the various classes of

1261 TITLE 39.-THE POSTAL SERVICE § 430 

the needs of the Postal Service are sueh as to justify the ex-

penditure involved. Advertisements shall state in general 
terms only the requirements of the service and in form best 
calculated to invite competitive bidding. 
The Postmaster General shall have the right to reject any 

and all bids; no contract shall be awarded except to the lowest 
responsible bidder, tendering full and sufficient guaranties, to 

the satisfaction of the Postmaster General, of his ability to 
perform satisfactory service, and such guaranties shall include 
an approval bond in double the amount of the bid. 
No contract shall be entered into in any city for the charac-

ter of mail service herein provided which will create an aggre-

gate annual rate of expenditure, including necessary power and 
labor to operate the tubes, and all other expenses of such serv-
ice in excess of 4 per centum of the gross postal revenue of said 
city for the last preceding fiscal year. 
In the city of New York, including the borough of Brooklyn, 

the annual rate of expenditure for the transmission of mail by 
such tubes or devices, including power, labor, and all operating 
expenses, shall not exceed $18,500 per mile of double line of 

tubes or such other sum not exceeding $19,500 per mile as may 
have been prescribed by the Interstate Commerce Commission 

under the Act of June 190.922, chapter 227. 
No contract shall be made in any other city providing for 

three miles or more of double lines of tube which shall involve 
an expenditure in excess of $17,000 per mile per annum, and 
said compensation shall cover power, labor, and all operating 

expenses. 
Only such contracts shall be made as may from time to time 

be provided for in the annual appropriation Act for the Postal 
Service. Said service shall not be extended in any cities other 
than those in which the service was under contract under 
authority of Congress on March 2, 19117, except the borough of 
Brooklyn, of the city of New York, and the cities of Baltimore, 
Maryland, Cincinnati, Ohio, Kansas City, Missouri, Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, and San Francisco, California. (Apr. 21, 1902, 
e. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 114; Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1211; 

May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 412.) 
424. Contracts for inland and foreign steamboat mail serv-

ice.-The Postmaster General is authorized to contract for in-
land and foreign steamboat mail service, when it can be com-
bined in one route, where the foreign office or offices are not 
more than two hundred miles distant from the domestic office, 
on the same terms and conditions as inland steamboat service, 
and pay for the same out of the appropriation for inland steam-

boat service. (Mar. 3, 1885, c. 342, § 1, 23 Stat. 386.) 
425. Proposals; sealing; opening.-Proposals for carrying the 

mail shall be delivered sealed, and so kept until the bidding is 
closed, and shall then be opened and marked in the presence of 
the Postmaster General, and one of the Assistant Postmasters 

General, or of two of the Assistant Postmasters General, or of 

any other two officers of the department, to be designated by 
the Postmaster General; and any bidder may withdraw his 

bid at any time before twenty-four hours previous to the time 
fixed for the opening of proposals, by serving upon the Post-
master General notice in writing of such withdrawal. (R. S. 

1; July 28, 1916, e. 261, 4 1, 39 Stat. 418.) 
426. Bond of bidder.-Every proposal for carrying the mail 

shall be accompanied by the bond of the bidder, with sureties 
approved by a postmaster, and in cases where the amount of 

the bond exceeds $5,000, by a postmaster of the first, second, 
or third class, in a sum to be designated by the Postmaster 

General in the advertisement of each route; to which bond a 

condition shall be annexed, that if the said bidder shall, within 
such time after his bid is accepted as the Postmaster General 
shall prescribe, enter into a contract with the United States 
of America. with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved 
by the Postmaster General, to perform the service proposed in 

his said bid, and, further, that he shall perform the said serv-
ice according to his contract, then the said obligation to be 
void, otherwise to be in full force and obligation in law ; and in 
case of failure of any bidder to enter into such contract to per-
form the service, or, having executed a contract, in case of 
failure to perform the service, according to his contract, he and 
his sureties shall be liable for the amount of said bond as 
liquidated damages, to be recovered in an action of debt on 
the said bond. No proposal shall be considered unless it shall 
be accompanied by such bond, and there shall have been 
affixed to said proposal the oath of the bidder, taken before an 
officer qualified to administer oaths, that he has the ability, 
pecuniarily, to fulfill his obligations, and that the bid is made 
in good faith, and with the intention to enter into contract and 

perform the service in case his bid is accepted. (It. S. § 3945; 
June 8, 1872, C. 335, § 245, 17 Stat. 313; June 23, 1874, c. 456, 
§ 12, 18 Stat. 235.) 

427. Same; justification of sureties; false oath.-Before the 
bond of a bidder, provided for in section 426 of this title, is 
approved, there shall be indorsed thereon the oaths of the 
sureties therein, taken before an officer qualified to administer 
oaths, that they are owners of real estate worth in the aggre-
gate a sum double the amount of said bond, over and above 
all debts due and owing by them, and all judgments, mortgages, 
and executions against them, after allowing all exemptions of 
every character whatever. Accompanying said bond and as a 

part thereof, there shall be a series of interrogatories, in print 
or writing, .to be prescribed by the Postmaster General, and-
answered by the sureties under oath showing the amount of 
real estate owned by them, a brief description thereof, and its 
probable value, where it is situated, in what county and State 
the record evidence of their title exists. And if any surety 
shall knowingly and willfully swear falsely to any statement 
made under the provisions of this section he shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and, on conviction thereof, be punished as is 

provided by law for commission of the crime of perjury. (R. S. 
3946; June 8, 1872, c. 395, 4 246, 17 Stat. 313; June 23, 1874, c. 

456, 4 12, 18 Stat. 235; Aug. 11, 1876, c. 260, 19 Stat. 129.) 
428. Recording and preserving bids; unaccepted bids; re-

ports as to movement of mails.-The Postmaster General shall 
have recorded, in a book to be kept for that purpose, a true and 
faithful abstract of all proposals made to him for carrying the 

mail, giving the name of the party offering, the terms of the 
offer, the sum to be paid, and the time the contract is to con-
tinue; and he shall pt on file and preserve the originals of all 
such proposals until the end of the contract term to which they 

relate, after which the proposals that were not accepted may be 
destroyed or disposed of as waste paper. The reports of the 
arrivals and departures of the mails on mail routes made and 

sent by postmasters to the Second Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral, on which no fines or deductions from the pay of contrac-
tors for carrying the mails have been based, and the certificates 
of oaths taken by carriers on mail routes may be disposed of as 
waste paper after the expiration of one year from the end of 
the contract term to which they relate. (R. S. 4 3948; June 13, 
1898, c. 446, 4 2, 30 Stat. 444.) 

429. Contracts to lowest bidder.-All contracts for carrying 
the mail shall be In the name of the United States and shall 
be awarded to the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guaranties 

for faithful performance in accordance with the terms of the 
advertisement. Such contracts shall require due celerity, cer-
tainty, and security in the performance of the service; but the 
Postmaster General shall not be bound to consider the bid of 
any person who has willfully or negligently failed to perform 
a former contract. (R. S. § 3949; May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 6, 39 

Stat. 161.) 
430. Signing contracts for mail transportation.-Contracts 

made in the Post Office Department for the various classes of 
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mail transportation may, upon order of the Postmaster Gen-
eral, be signed in the place and stead of the Postmaster General
by the Assistant Postmaster General who is charged with the
supervision of the mail transportation involved, and such officer
shall attest his signature to such contracts by the seal of the
Post Office Department. (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 103, § 3, 19 Stat.
335; Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 2, 39 Stat. 1068.)

431. Copies of contracts.-The Postmaster General shall
deliver to the General Accounting Office, within sixty days
after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, a
duplicate copy thereof. (R. S. § 404; June 10, 1921, c. 18 §
304, 42 Stat. 24.)

432. Combinations to prevent bids.-No contract for carry-
ing the mail shall be' made- with any person who has entered,
or proposed to enter, into any combination to prevent the
making of any bid for carrying the mail, or who has made any
agreement, or given or performed, or promised to give or per-
form, any consideration whatever to induce any other person
not to bid for any such contract; and if any person so offend-
ing is a contractor for carrying the mail, his contract may be
annulled; and for the first offense the person so offending
shall be disqualified to contract for carrying the mail for five
years, and for the second offense shall be forever disqualified.
(R. S. § 3950.)

433. Same; for star routes; service, how obtained.-When-
ever in the judgment of the Postmaster General the bids re-
ceived for any star route are exhorbitant or unreasonable, or
whenever he has reason to believe that a combination of bidders
has been entered into to fix the rate for star-route service, the
Postmaster General may, out of the appropriation for inland
transportation by star routes, employ and use such -means
or methods to provide the desired service as he may deem ex-
pedient, without reference to existing law or laws respecting
the employment of personal service or the procurement of con-
veyances, materials, or supplies. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 7,
39 Stat. 161.)

434. Failure to enter into or perform contract; proceed-
ings.-After any regular bidder whose bid has been accepted
shall fail to enter into contract for the transportation of the
mails according to his proposals, or having entered into con-
tract, shall fail to commence the performance of the service
stipulated in his or their contract as therein provided, the
Postmaster General shall proceed to contract with the next
lowest bidder or bidders in the order of their bids, for the
same service, who will enter into a contract for the per-
formance thereof, unless the Postmaster General shall con-
sider such bid or bids too high, and in case each of said
bids shall be considered too high, then the Postmaster Gen-
eral shall be authorized to enter into contract, at a price less
than that named in said bids, with any person, whether a
bidder or not, who will enter into contract to perform the
service in accordance with the terms and provisions pre-
scribed for the execution of other contracts for similar serv-
ice; and in case no satisfactory contract can be thus obtained.
he shall readvertise such route. And if any bidder whose bid
has been accepted, and who has entered into a contract to
perform the service according to his proposal, and in pur-
suance of his contract has entered upon the performance of
the service, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster General, shall
subsequently fail or refuse to perform the service according
to his contract, the Postmaster General shall proceed to con-
tract with the next lowest bidder for such service, under the
advertisement thereof, (unless the Postmaster General shall
consider such bid too high) who will enter into contract and
give bond, with sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster
General, for the faithful performance thereof, in the same
penalty and with the same terms and eonditinns thr-ton an-

nexed as were stated and contained in tie bOndu WhICH alC'wau-
panied his bid; and in case said next lowest bidder shall

decline to enter into contract for the performance of such serv-

ice, then the Postmaster General may award the service to,

and enter into contract with, any person, whether a bidder on

said route or not, who will enter into contract to perform

the service and execute a bond of like tenor and effect as that

required of bidders, in a penalty to be prescribed, and with
sureties to be approved by the Postmaster General, for the
performance of the service contracted to be performed at a
price not exceeding that named in the bid of the said next
lowest bidder; and if no contract can be secured at the 'price
named in said next lowest bid, then the Postmaster General
shall proceed to secure a contract,: at a price, not considered
too high, with any person who will execute such contract in
accordance with the law applicable thereto, giving in all cases,
the preference to the regular bidders on the list whose bids
do not exceed the price at which others will contract therefor;
and if no satisfactory contract can be thus secured, the route
shall be readvertised. Whenever an accepted bidder shall fail
to enter into contract, or a contractor on any mail route shall
fail or refuse to perform the service on said route according
to his contract, or when a new route shall be established or
new service required, or when, from any other cause, there
shall not be a contractor legally bound or required to per-
form such service, the Postmaster General may make a tem-
porary contract for carrying the mail on such route, without
advertisement, for such period as may be necessary, not in
any case exceeding one year, until the service shall have com-
menced under a contract made according to law. The cost of
temporary service rendered necessary by reason of the failure
of any accepted bidder to enter into contract or a contractor
to perform service shall be charged to such bidder or con-
tractor. The Postmaster General shall not employ temporary
service on any route at a higher price than that paid to the
contractor who shall have performed the service during the
last preceding contract term. In all cases of regular con-
tracts the contract may, in the discretion of the Postmaster
General, be continued in force beyond its express terms for a
period not exceeding six months, until a new contract with the
same or other contractors shall be madd by the Postmaster
General. (R. S. § 3951; June 8, 1872, c. 335, § 251, 17 Stat.
314; June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 12, 18 Stat. 235; Aug. 11, 1876, c.
260, 19 Stat. 129; Aug. 3, 1882, c. 379, § 21, 22 Stat. 216; May
18, 1916, c. 126 § 8, 39 Stat: 16.)

435. New sureties on mail contracts.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral, whenever, he may deem it consistent with the public in-
terest, may accept or require new surety upon any contract
existing or hereafter made for carrying the mails, in sub-
stitution for and release of any existing surety. (R. S.
§ 3955; Mar. 3, 1879, c. 180, § 30, 20 Stat. 362.)

436. Limit of time of contract.-Except as otherwise provided
by law, no contract for carrying the mail shall be made for a
longer term than four years, and no contract for carrying the
mail on the sea shall be made for a longer term than two years.
(R. S. § 3956.)

437. Changing terms of contract.-Whenever, by reason of
any error, omission. or other cause, any route which should
properly be advertised for the regular letting is omitted, it shall
be the duty of the Postmaster General to advertise the same as
soon as the error or omission shall be discovered, and the
proposals for such route shall be opened as soon as possible
after the other proposals in the same contract section; and the
contract made under such supplementary advertisement shall
run. as nearly as possible, from the beginning to the end of the
regular contract term, and, during the time necessarily lost by
reasn oP fgO-h arror omiLion ar. n.tr ,.fl e.. i . hId.. fl-Tn.-..t. r

§ 431
~~~~- . I . s - I- I- Ad- Jta .AeZ T;O >w]- -

*--"*---- w- hr--A I-.*., --- u~i~u, 1y. -. m; .ut3; *.-it - . mia.a-t-

§ 431 TITLE 39.-THE POSTAL SERVICE 
1262 

mail transportation may, upon order of the Postmaster Gen-

eral, be signed in the place and stead of the Postmaster General 
by the Assistant Postmaster General who is charged with the 

supervision of the mail transportation involved, and such officer 

shall attest his signature to such contracts by the seal of the 

Post Office Department. (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 103, § 3, 19 Stat. 

335; Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 2, 39 Stat. 1068.) 

431. Copies of contracts.-The Postmaster General shall 

deliver to the General Accounting Office, within sixty days 
after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, a 
duplicate copy thereof. (R. S. § 404; June 10, 1921, c. 18 § 

304, 42 Stat. 24.) 
432. Combinations to prevent bids.-No contract for carry-

ing the mail shall be made with any person who has entered, 
or proposed to enter, into any combination to prevent the 

making of any bid for carrying the mail, or who has made any 
agreement, or given or performed, or promised to give or per-

form, any consideration whatever to induce any other person 

not to bid for any such contract; and if any person so offend-

ing is a contractor for carrying the mail, his contract may be 

annulled; and for the first offense the person so offending 

shall be disqualified to contract for carrying the mail for five 

years, and for the second offense shall be forever disqualified. 

(It. S. § 3950.) 
433. Same; for star routes; service, how obtained.-When-

ever in the judgment of the Postmaster General the bids re-

ceived for any star route are exhorbitant or unreasonable, or 

whenever he has reason to believe that a combination of bidders 

has been entered into to fix the rate for star-route service, the 

Postmaster General may, out of the appropriation for inland 

transportation by star routes, employ and use such -means 

or methods to provide the desired service as he may deem ex-

pedient, without reference to existing law or laws respecting 

the employment of personal service or the procurement of con-

veyances, materials, or supplies. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 7, 

39 Stat. 161.) 

434. Failure to enter into or perform contract; proceed-
ings.--After any regular bidder whose bid has been accepted 

shall fail to enter into contract for the transportation of the 

mails accoiding to his proposals, or having entered into con-

tract, shall fail to commence the performance of the service 

stipulated in his or their contract as therein provided, the 

Postmaster General shall proceed to contract with the next 

lowest bidder or bidders in the order of their bids, for the 

same service, who will enter into a contract for the per-
formance thereof, unless the Postmaster General shall con-

sider such bid or bids too high, and in case each of said 

bids shall be considered too high, then the Postmaster Gen-

eral shall be authorized to enter into contract, at a price less 
than that named in said bids, with any person, whether a 

bidder or not, who will enter into contract to perform the 

service in accordance with the terms and provisions pre-

scribed for the execution of other contracts for similar serv-

ice; and in case no satisfactory contract can be thus obtained. 

he shall readvertise such route. And if any bidder whose bid 
has been accepted, and who has entered into a contract to 

perform the service according to his proposal, and in pur-

suance of his contract has entered upon the performance of 
the service, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster General, shall 

subsequently fail or refuse to perform the service according 

to his contract, the Postmaster General shall proceed to con-

tract with the next lowest bidder for such service, under the 

advertisement thereof, (unless the Postmaster General shall 
consider such bid too high) who will enter into contract and 

give bond, with sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster 
General, for the faithful performance thereof, in the same 

penalty and with the same terms and conditions thereto an-

flexed as were stated and contained in the bond which accom-
panied his bid; and in case said next lowest bidder shall 

decline to enter into contract for the performance of such serv-

ice, then the Potmaster General may award the service to, 

and enter into contract with, any person, whether a bidder on 
said route or not, who will enter into contract to perform 

the service and execute a bond of like tenor and effect as that 

required of bidders, in a penalty to be prescribed, and with 

sureties to be approved by the Postmaster General, for the 

performance of the service contracted to be performed at a 

price not exceeding that named in the bid of the said next 
lowest bidder; and if no contract can be secured at the 'price 

named in said next lowest bid, then the Postmaster General 

shall proceed to secure a contract, at a price not considered 
too high, with any person who will execute such contract in 

accordance with the law applicable thereto, giving in all cases, 

the preference to the regular bidders on the list whose bids 

do not exceed the price at which others will contract therefor; 

and if no satisfactory contract can be thus secured, the route 

shall be readvertised. Whenever an accepted bidder shall fail 
to enter into contract, or a contractor on any mail route shall 

fail or refuse to perform the service on said route according 

to his contract, or when a new route shall be established or 
new service required, or when, from any other cause, there 

shall not be a contractor legally bound or required to per-

form such service, the Postmaster General may make a tem-

porary contract for carrying the mail on such route, without 

advertisement, for such period as may be necessary, not in 

any case exceeding one year, until the service shall have com-

menced under a contract made according to law. The cost of 

temporary service rendered necessary by reason of the failure 

of any accepted bidder to enter into contract or a contractor 

to perform service shall be charged to such bidder or con-
tractor. The Postmaster General shall not employ temporary 

service on any route at a higher price than that paid to the 

contractor who shall have performed the service during the 

last preceding contract term. In all cases of regular con-

tracts the contract may, in the discretion of the Postmaster 

General, be continued in force beyond its express terms for a 

period not exceeding six months, until a new contract with the 

same or other contractors shall be madd by the Postmaster 

General. (IL S. § 3951; June 8, 1372, e. 335, § 251, 17 Stat. 

314; June 23, 1874, c. 456, § 12, 18 Stat. 235; Aug. 11, 1876, c. 

260, 19 Stat. 129; Aug. 3, 1882, e. 379, § 21, 22 Stat. 216; May 
18, 1916, c. 126 § 8, 39 Stat. 16.) 

435. New sureties on mail contracts.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral, whenever, he may deem it consistent with the public in-

terest may accept or require new surety upon any contract 

existing or hereafter made for carrying the malls, in sub-

stitution for and release of any existing surety. (Ft. S. 
§ 3955; Mar. 3, 1879, e. 180, § 30, 20 Stat. 362.) 

436. Limit of time of contract. -Except as otherwise provided 

by law, no contract for carrying the mail shall be made for a 

longer term than four years, and no contract for carrying the 

mail on the sea shall be made for a longer term than two years. 
(It. S. § 3956.) 

437. Changing terms of contract-Whenever, by reason of 
any error, omission, or other cause, any route which should 

properly be advertised for the regular letting is omitted, it shall 

be the duty of the Postmaster General to advertise the same as 

soon as the error or omission shall be discovered, and the 

proposals for such route shall be opened as soon as possible 

after the other proposals in the same contract section; and the 

contract made under such supplementary advertisement shall 

run, as nearly as possible, from the beginning to the end of the 
regular contract term, and, during the time necessarily lost by 

reason of such error, omission, or other cause, the Postmaster 
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Ardneral shall provide for the carrying of the mail on such
route at as low rate as possible, without advertising. (R. S.

3 :95.7. )
438. Same; notice of intention.-Whenever it becomes neces-

sary to change the terms of an existing contract for carrying
the mail otherwise than as provided in section 437 of this title,
notice thereof shall be given and proceedings had thereon the
same as at the letting of original contracts. (R. S. § 3958.)

439. Payment on contract.-No person whose bid for carry-
ing the mail is accepted shall receive any pay until he has
executed his contract according to law and the regulations of
the department. (R. S. § 3959.)

440. Pay for additional regular service.--Compensation for
additional service in carrying the mail shall not be in excess
of the exact proportion which the original compensation bears
to the original service; and when any such additional service
is ordered, the sum to be allowed therefor shall be expressed
in the order, and entered upon the books of the department;
and no compensation shall be paid for any additional regular
service rendered before the issuing of such order. (R. S.
§ 3960.)

441. Allowance for additional expedition; limit.-No extra
allowance shall be made for any increase of expedition in
carrying the mail unless thereby the employment of additional
stock and carriers is made necessary and in such case the
additional compensation shall bear no greater proportion to the
additional stock and carriers necessarily employed than the
compensation in the original contract bears to the stock and
carriers necessarily employed in its execution. The Postmaster
General shall not expedite the service under any contract either
now existing or hereafter given to a rate of pay exceeding 50
per centum upon the contract as originally let. (R. S. § 3961;
Apr. 7, 1880, c. 48, § 2, 21 Stat. 72.)

442. Extension of mail route.-The Postmaster General may,
in cases where the mail service would be thereby improved,
extend service on a mail route under contract, at not exceed-
ing pro rata additional pay. The extensions beyond either
terminus ordered during a contract term shall not, in the ag-
gregate, exceed twenty-five miles. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 1,
36 Stat. 1339.)

443. Fining contractors.-The Postmaster General may make
deductions from the pay of contractors, for failures to per-
form service according to contract, and impose fines upon them
for other delinquencies. He may deduct the price of the trip
in all cases where the trip is not performed; and not exceed-
ing three times the price if the failure be occasioned by the
fault of the contractor or carrier. (R. S. § 3962.)

444. Mail contracts not assignable.-No contractor for trans-
porting the mail within or between the United States and any
foreign country shall assign or transfer his contract, and all
such assignments or transfers shall be null and void. (R. S.
§ 3963.)

445. Subletting or transfer of contract.-No subletting or
transfer of any mail contracts shall be permitted without the
consent in writing of the Postmaster General; and whenever
it shall come to the knowledge of the Postmaster General that
any contractor has sublet or transferred his contract, except
with the consent of the Postmaster General as aforesaid, the
sanme shall be considered as violated and the service may be
again advertised as provided by law; and the contractor and
his securities shall be liable on their bond to the United States
for any damage, resulting to the United States in the premises.
(May 17, 1878, c. 107, § 2, 20 Stat. 62.)

446. Same; settlements and payments.-When any person
or persons being under contract with the Government of the
United States for carrying the mails, shall lawfully sublet any

such contract, or lawfully employ any other person or persons
-R-r fhe nr.,ieo byv such contractor agreed to be ner-

.§ 449

formed, or any part thereof, he or they shall file in the office of
the Postmaster General a copy of his or their contract; and
thereupon it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to
notify the General Accounting Office of the fact of the filing in
his office of such contract. Said notice shall embrace the name
or names of the original contractor or contractors, the number
of the route or routes, the name or names of the subcontractor
or subcontractors, and the amount agreed to be paid to the
subcontractor or subcontractors. And upon the receipt of said
notice by the General Accounting Office it shall be his duty
to retain, out of the amount due the original contractor or con-
tractors, the amount stated in said notice as agreed to be paid
to the subcontractor or subcontractors, and shall pay said
amount, upon the certificate of the Postmaster General, to the
subcontractor or subcontractors, under the same rules and regu-
lations governing the payments made to original contractors.
Upon satisfactory evidence that the original contractor or con-
tractors have paid off and discharged the amount due under
his or their contract to the subcontractor or subcontractors, it
shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to certify such fact
to the General Accounting Office; and thereupon said office
shall settle with the original contractor or contractors, under
the same rules as are provided by law for such settlements.
(May 17, 1878, c. 107, § 3, 20 Stat. 62; July 28, 1916, e. 261,
§ 1, 39 Stat. 418; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

447. Cancellation of contract sublet; subcontractor's
rights.-Whenever any contractor or subcontractor shall sublet
his contract for the transportation of the mail on any route for
a less sum than that for which he contracted to perform the
service, the Postmaster General may, whenever he shall deem
it for the good of the service, declare the original contract at
an end, and enter into a contract with the last subcontractor,
without advertising, to perform the service on the terms at
which the last subcontractor agreed with the original con-
tractor or former subcontractor to perform the same. Such
last subcontractor shall enter into a good and sufficient bond
and the original contractor shall not be released from his con-
tract until a good and sufficient bond has been made by such
last subcontractor and accepted by the Post Office Department.
When a contract is declared void on account of its having been
sublet, the contractor shall not be entitled to one month's extra
pay as formerly provided. Where any person, corporation, or
partnership shall have contracts for the performance of mail
service upon more than one route, and any failure to perform
the service according to contract on any one or more of such
routes shall occur, no payment shall be made for service on
any of the routes under contract with such person, corporation,
or partnership until such failure has been removed and all
penalties therefor fully satisfied. (May 4, 1882, c. 116, I 1, 22
Stat. 53.)

448. Services performed for contractor or subcontractor.-
If any person shall hereafter perform any service for any con-
tractor or subcontractor in carrying the mail, he shall, upon
filing In the department his contract for such service and satis-
factory evidence of its performance, thereafter have a lien on
any money due such contractor or subcontractor for such serv-
ice to the amount of same; and if such contractor or subcon-
tractor shall fail to pay the party or parties who have per-
formed service as aforesaid the amount due for such service
within two months after the expiration of the month in which
such service shall have been performed the Postmaster General
may cause the amount due to be paid said party or parties and
charged to the contractor. Such payment shall not in any case
exceed the rate of pay per annum of the contractor or subcon-
tractor. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, 1 9, 39 Stat. 162.)

449. Water-route contracts.-When from any cause it may
become necessary to make a new contract for carrying the mails
upon any water route between the ports of the United States,
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General shall provide for the carrying of the mail on such 
route at as low rate as possible, without advertising. (R. S. 

438. Same; notice of intention.—Whenever it becomes neces-
sary to change the terms of an existing contract for carrying 

the mail otherwise than as provided in section 437 of this title, 
notice thereof shall be given and proceedings had thereon the 
same as at the letting of original contracts. (R. S. § 3958.) 

439. Payment on contract.—No person whose bid for carry-

ing the mail is accepted shall receive any pay until he has 
executed his contract according to law and the regulations of 
the department. (R. S. § 3959.) 

440. Pay for additional regular service.- -Compensation for 
additional service in carrying the mail shall not be in excess 
of the exact proportion which the original compensation bears 
to the original service; and when any such additional service 
is ordered, the sum to be allowed therefor shall be expressed 

in the order, and entered upon the books of the department; 
and no compensation shall be paid for any additional regular 
service rendered before the issuing of such order. (R. S. 

3960.) 
441. Allowance for additional expedition; limit.—No extra 

allowance shall be made for any increase of expedition in 
carrying the mail unless thereby the employment of additional 
stock and carriers is made necessary and in such case the 

additional compensation shall bear no greater proportion to the 
additional stock and carriers necessarily employed than the 
compensation in the original contract bears to the stock and 
carriers necessarily employed in its execution. The Postmaster 
General shall not expedite the service under any contract either 
now existing or hereafter given to a rate of pay exceeding 50 
per centum upon the contract as originally let. (R. S. § 3961; 
Apr. 7, 1880, c. 48, I 2, 21 Stat. 72.) 

442. Extension of mail route.—The Postmaster General may, 
in cases where the mail service would be thereby improved, 
extend service on a mail route under contract, at not exceed-
ing pro rata additional pay. The extensions beyond either 
terminus ordered during a contract term shall not, In the ag-
gregate, exceed twenty-five miles. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 1, 
36 Stat. 13&.) 

443. Fining contractors.—The Postmaster General may make 

deductions from the pay of contractors, for failures to per-
form service according to contract, and impose fines upon them 
for other delinquencies. He may deduct the price of the trip 
in all cases where the trip is not performed; and not exceed-

ing three times the price if the failure be occasioned by the 
fault of the contractor or carrier. (R. S. § 3962.) 

444. Mail contracts not assignable.—No contractor for trans-

porting the mail within or between the United States and any 
foreign country shall assign or transfer his contract, and all 
such assignments or transfers shall be null and void. (R. S. 
§ 39(M.) 

445. Subletting or transfer of contract.—No subletting or 
transfer of any mail contracts shall be permitted without the 
consent in writing of the Postmaster General; and whenever 
it shall come to the knowledge of the Postmaster General that 
any contractor has sublet or transferred his contract, except 
with the consent of the Postmaster General as aforesaid, the 

same shall be considered as violated and the service may be 
again ad% ertised as provided by law; and the contractor and 
his securities shall be liable on their bond to the United States 
for any damage. resulting to the United States in the premises. 
(May 17, 1878, c. 107, § 2, 20 Stat. 62.) 

446. Same; settlements and payments.—When any person 
or persons being under contract with the Government of the 

United States for carrying the mails, shall lawfully sublet any 
such contract, or lawfully employ any other person or persons 

to perform the service by such contractor agreed to be per. 

or any part thereof, he or they shall file in the office of 
the Postmaster General a copy of his or their contract; and 
thereupon it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to 
notify the General Accounting Office of the fact of the filing in 
his office of such contract. Said notice shall embrace the name 
or names of the original contractor or contractors, the number 
of the route or routes, the name or names of the subcontractor 

or subcontractors, and the amount agreed to be paid to the 
subcontractor or subcontractors. And upon the receipt of said 
notice by the General Accounting Office it shall be his duty 
to retain, out of the amount clue the original contractor or con-
tractors, the amount stated in said notice as agreed to be paid 
to the subcontractor or subcontractors, and shall pay said 
amount, upon the certificate of the Postmaster General, to the 
subcontractor or subcontractors, under the same rules and regu-
lations governing the payments made to original contractors. 
Upon satisfactory evidence that the original contractor or con-
tractors have paid off and discharged the amount due under 
his or their contract to the subcontractor or subcontractors, it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to certify such fact 
to the General Accounting Office; and thereupon said office 
shall settle with the original contractor or contractors, under 
the same rules as are provided by law for such settlements. 
(May 17, 1878, e. 107, 3, 20 Stat. 62; July 28, 1916, c. 261, 
1, 39 Stat. 418; June 10, 1921, e. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

447. Cancellation of contract sublet; subcontractor's 
rights.—Whenever any contractor or subcontractor shall sublet 
his contract for the transportation of the mail on any route for 
a less sum than that for which he contracted to perform the 
service, the Postmaster General may, whenever he shall deem 
it for the good of the service, declare the original contract at 
an end, and enter into a contract with the last subcontractor, 

without advertising, to perform the service on the terms at 
which the last subcontractor agreed with the original con-

tractor or former subcontractor •to perform the same. Such 
last subcontractor shall enter into a good and sufficient bond 
and the original contractor shall not be released from his con-
tract until a good and sufficient bond has been made by such 
last subcontractor and accepted by the Post Office Department. 
When a contract is declared void on account of its having been 
sublet, the contractor shall not be entitled to one month's extra 
pay as formerly provided. Where any person, corporation, or 

partnership shall have contracts for the performance of mail 
service upon more than one route, and any failure to perform 

the service according to contract on any one or more of such 

routes shall occur, no payment shall be made for service on 
any of the routes under contract with such person, corporation, 
or partnership until such failure has been removed and all 
penalties therefor fully satisfied. (May 4, 1882, c. 116, I 1, 22 

Stat. 5.3.) 
448. Services performed for contractor or subcontractor.— 

If any person shall hereafter perform any service for any con-
tractor or subcontractor in carrying the mail, he shall, upon 
filing in the department his contract for such service and satis-

factory evidence of its performance, thereafter have a lien on 
any money due such contractor or subcontractor for such serv-

ice to the amount of same; and if such contractor or subcon-
tractor shall fail to pay the party or parties who have per-
formed service as aforesaid the amount due for such service 

within two months after the expiration of the month in which 

such service shall have been performed the Postmaster General 
may cause the amount due to be paid said party or parties and 
charged to the contractor. Such payment shall not in any case 
exceed the rate of pay per annum of the contractor or subcon-

tractor. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 9, 39 Stat. 162.) 
449. Water-route contracts.—When from any cause it may 

become necessary to make a new contract for carrying the mails 
upon any water route between the ports of the United States, 
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upon which mall service has previously been performed, the

Postmaster General may contract with the owner or master of

any steamship, steamboat or other vessel plying upon the

waters or between ports of the United States, for carrying the

mail upon said route for any length of time not exceeding four

years and without advertising for proposals therefor whenever

the public interest and convenience will thereby be promoted;

but the price paid for such service shall in no case be greater

than the average price paid under the last preceding or then
existing regular contract upon the same route. And the Post-
master General may contract with the owners or masters of
steamships, steamboats or other vessels plying upon the waters
or between ports of the United States for carrying the mails
upon such routes where no mail service has previously been
performed, without advertising for proposals therefor; but no
contract for such new service shall be for a longer time than
one year. No contract for carrying the mails between the
United States and any foreign port shall be for a longer time
than two years, unless otherwise directed by Congress. (R. S.
§ 3943; May 17, 1878, c. 107, f 5, 20 Stat. 62.)

450. Water routes; carriage of mails as freight or express.-
When there is no competition for inland transportation by
steamboat or other power-boat routes or by aeroplanes and the
rate of compensation asked is excessive, or no proposal is re-
ceived, the Postmaster General may require that the mails be
carried as freight or express, and It shall be unlawful for any
common carrier by water to refuse to carry the mails when so
required, and the penalty for such offense shall be a fine of $500.
Each day of refusal shall constitute a separate offense. (July
2, 1918, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 747.)

451. Star routes served entirely by Rural Delivery Serv-
ice.-No part of the appropriation for inland transportation
by star routes shall be expended for continuance of any star.
route service the patronage of which shall be served entirely
by the extension of Rural Delivery Service, nor shall any of
said sum be expended for star-route service for a patronage a
major portion of which has been served by Rural Delivery
Service, unless the services of a qualified rural carrier can not
be secured. (July 2, 198, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 751.)

Chapter 13.---AI MAIL.
Sec.
461. Short title.
462. Air mail defined.
463. Same; postage rates.
464. Same; contracts for transportation of air mail.
465. Same; rules and regulations.
466. Aeroplane for aeroplane mail service.
467. Purchase of equipment and supplies for aeroplane mail service.
468, Sale of unsuitable aviation material.

Section 461. Short title.-Sections 461 to 465 of this chapter
may be cited as the "Air Mail Act." (Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128,

1, 43 Stat. 805.)
462. Air mail defined.-When used in sections 463 to 465 of

this title the term "air mail" means first-class mail pre-
paid at the rates of postage herein prescribed. (Feb. 2, 1925,
c. 128, § 2, 43 Stat. 805.)

463. Same; postage rates.-The rates of postage on air mail
shall be not less than 10 cents for each ounce or fraction
thereof. (Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, § 3, 43 Stat. 805.)

464. Same; contracts for transportation of air mail.-The
Postmaster General may contract with any individual, firm, or
corporation for the transportation of air mail by aircraft be-
tween such points as he may designate at a rate not to exceed
four-fifths of the revenues derived from such air mqill, and
further contract for the transportation by aircraft of first-
class mail other than air mail at a rate not to exced four-
fifths of the revenues derived from such first-class mail. The
cost of such transportation to be paid for out of the appropria.
tton for Inland transportation by railroad routes. (Mar. 1,

1921, c. 88, § 1, 41 Stat. 1152; Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, § 4, 43
Stat. 805.)

465. Same; rules and regulations.--The Postmaster General
may make such rules, regulations, and orders as may be neces-
sary to carry out the provisions of sections 462 to 465 of this
title. Nothing in such sections shall be construed to interfere
with the postage charged or to be charged on Government-
operated air mail routes. (Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, § 5, 43 Stat.
806.)

466. Aeroplanes for aeroplane mail service.-The Postmaster
General may expend any sum appropriated for that pur-
pose for the purchase of aeroplanes and the operation and
maintenance of aeroplane mail service between such points,
Including service to and between points in Alaska, as he may
determine. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1064; Feb. 28,
1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1194.)

467. Purchase of equipment and supplies for aeroplane mail
service.-The Postmaster General shall purchase, as far as
practicable, such available and suitable equipment and supplies
for the aeroplane mail service as may be owned by or under
construction for the War Department or the Navy Department
when no longer required because of the cessation of war activi-
ties, and it shall be his duty to first ascertain if such articles
of the character described may be secured from the War De-
partment or the Navy Department before purchasing such
equipment or supplies elsewhere. If such equipment or sup-
plies, other than emergency supplies, are purchased elsewhere
than from the War Department or the Navy Department, the
Postmaster General shall report such action to Congress, to-
gether with the reasons for such purchases. All articles pur-
chased from either of said departments shall' be paid for at a
reasonable price considering wear and tear and general condi-
tion. Said departments are authorized to sell such equipment
and supplies to the Post Office Department under the condi-
tions specified, and the proceeds of such sales shall be covered
into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. The Secretary of
War and the Secretary of the Navy are authorized and directed
to deliver immediately to the Postmaster General, as he may
request, and as hereinbefore provided, such aeroplane machines,
supplies, equipment, and parts as may be serviceable and avail-
able for the aeroplane mail service, the same to be out of any
equipment that the War Department or the Navy Department
has on hand or under construction, the War Department and
the Navy Department appropriations to be credited with the
equipment turned over to the Post Office Department. Sepa-
rate accounts shall be kept of the amount expended for aero-
plane mail service. (Feb. 28; 1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1194.)

468. Sale of unsuitable aviationn material.-The Postmaster
General may sell under such rules and regulations as he may
prescribe any airplanes, parts thereof, field equipment, tools
and other aviation material which have become unsuitable in
the Postal Service or which will deteriorate and become unsuit-
able before it can tbe used. The proceeds of such sales shall be
covered into the Treasury as " Miscellaneous receipts." (June
5, 1920, c. 253, § 1, 41 Stat. 1031.)

Chapter 14.-CARRYING THE MAIL.
Sec.
481. What are post roads.
482. Post routes.
483. Provisions for carrying the mail.
484. Mail to every courthouse.
485. Carrying the mail on canals.
486. Carrying the mail on plank roads.
487. Carrying the mail on waters of the United States.
488. Emergency mail service in Alaska.
489. Extending line of posts; compensation.
490. Selecting post roads.
491. Change of post-road terminus.
492. Discontinuing service on post road.
493. Contract for service over routes not established by larw.
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upon which mail service has previously been performed, the 
Postmaster General may contract with the owner or master of 
any steamship, steamboat or other vessel plying upon the 

waters or between ports of the United States, for carrying the 
mail upon said route for any length of time not exceeding four 

years and without advertising for proposals therefor whenever 
the public interest and convenience will thereby be promoted; 
but the price paid for slid} service shall in no case be greater 
than the average price paid under the last preceding or then 
existing regular contract upon the same route. And the Post-
master General may contract with the owners or masters of 
steamships, steamboats or other vessels plying upon the waters 
or between ports of the United States for carrying the mails 
upon such routes where no mail service has previously been 
performed, without advertising for proposals therefor; but no 
contract for such new service shall be for a longer time than 

one year. No contract for carrying the mails between the 
United States and any foreign port shall be for a longer time 
than two years, unless otherwise directed by Congress. (R. S. 

§ 3943; May 17, 1878, c. 107, § 5, 20 Stat. 62.) 
450. Water routes; carriage of mails as freight or express.— 

When there is no competition for inland transportation by 
steamboat or other power-boat routes or by aeroplanes and the 
rate of compensation asked is excessive, or no proposal is re-
ceived, the Postmaster General may require that the mails be 
carried as freight or express, and it shall be unlawful for any 
common carrier by water to refuse to carry the mails when so 

required, and the penalty for such offense shall be a fine of $500. 
Each day of refusal shall constitute a separate offense. (July 

2, 1918, c. 117, 1, 40 Stat. 747.) 
451. Star routes served entirely by Rural Delivery Serv-

ice.—No part of the appropriation for inland transportation 

by star routes shall be expended for continuance of any star• 
route service the patronage of which shall be served entirely 
by the extension of Rural Delivery Service, nor shall any of 
said sum be expended for star-route service for a 'patronage a 
major portion of which has been served by Rural Delivery 
Service, unless the services of a qualified rural carrier can not 
be secured. (July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 751.) 

Chapter 1 3.-6AIR MAIL. 

Sec. 
481. Short title. • 
462. Air mail defined. 
463. Same; postage rates. 
464. Same; contracts for transportation of air mail. 
465. Same; rules and regulations. 
466. Aeroplane for -aeroplane mail service. 
467. Purchase of equipment and supplies for aeroplane mail service. 
468, Sale of unsuitable aviation material. 

Section 461. Short title.—Sections 461 to 465 of this chapter 
may be cited as the "Air Mail Act." (Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, 

1, 43 Stat. 805.) 
462. Air mail defined.—When used in sections 463 to 465 of 

this title the term "air mail" means first-class mail pre-
paid at the rates of postage herein prescribed. (Feb. 2, 1925, 
e. 128, § 2, 43 Stat. 805.) 

463. Same; postage rates.—The rates of postage on air mail 

shall be not less than 10 cents for each ounce or fraction 
thereof. (Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, § 3, 43 Stat. 805.) 

464. Same; contracts for transportation of air mail.—The 
Postmaster General may contract with any Individual, firm, or 

corporation for the transportation of air mail by aircraft be-

tween such points as he may designate at a rate not to exceed 
four-fifths of the revenues derived from such air nvill, and 
further contract for the transportation by aircraft of first-

class mall other than air mail at a rate not to exceed four-
fifths of the revenues derived from such first-class mail. The 
cost of such transportation to be paid for out of the appropria-
te far inland transportation by railroad routes. (Mar. 1, 

1921, c. 88, § 1, 41 Stat. 1152; Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, § 4, 43 

Stat. 805.) 
465. Same; rules and regulations.—The Postmaster General 

may make such rules, regulations, and orders as may be neces-
sary to carry out the provisions of sections 462 to 465 of this 
title. Nothing in such sections shall be construed to interfere 

with the postage charged or to be charged on Government-
operated air mail routes. (Feb. 2, 1925, c. 128, § 5, 43 Stat. 

806.) 
466. Aeroplanes for aeroplane mail service.—The Postmaster 

General may expend any sum appropriated for that pur-
pose for the purchase of aeroplanes and the operation and 
maintenance of aeroplane mail service between such points, 

including service to and between points in Alaska, as he may 

determine. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1064; Feb. 28, 
1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1194.) 
467. Purchase of equipment and supplies for aeroplane mail 

service.—The Postmaster General shall purchase, as far as 
practicable, such available and suitable equipment and supplies 

for the aeroplane mail service as may be owned by or under 
construction for the War Department or the Navy Department 
when no longer required because of the cessation of war activi-
ties, and it shall be his duty to first ascertain if such articles 
of the character described may be secured from the War De-

partment or the Navy Department before purchasing such 

equipment or supplies elsewhere. If such equipment or sup-
plies, other than emergency supplies, are purchased elsewhere 

than from the War Department or the Navy Department, the 
Postmaster General shall report such action to Congress, to-
gether with the reasons for such purchases. All articles pur-
chased from either of said departments shall be paid for at a 
reasonable price considering wear and tear and general condi-

tion. Said departments are authorized to sell such equipment 
and supplies to the Post Office Department under the condi-
tions specified, and the proceeds of such sales shall be covered 

into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. The Secretary of 
War and the Secretary of the Navy are authorized and directed 
to deliver immediately to the Postmaster General, as he may 
request, and as hereinbefore provided, such aeroplane machines, 
supplies, equipment, and parts as may be serviceable and avdil-

able for the aeroplane mail service, the same to be out of any 
equipment that the War Department or the Navy Department 
has on hand or under construction, the War Department and 

the Navy Department aPpropriations to be credited with the 
equipment turned over to the Post Office Department Sepa-
rate accounts shall be kept of the amount expended for aero-
plane mail service. (Feb. 28; 1919, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1194.) 

466. Sale of unsuitable aviation material.—The Postmaster 
General may sell under such rules and regulations as he may 
prescribe any airplanes, parts thereof, field equipment, tools 
and other aviation material which have become unsuitable in 
the Postal Service or which will deteriorate and become unsuit-

able before it can be used. The proceeds of such sales shall be 
covered into the Treasury as " Miscellaneous receipts." (June 

5, 1920, c. 253, § 1, 41 Stat. 1031.) 

Chapter 1 4.---CARRYING THE MAIL. 

Sec. 
481. What are post roads. 
482. Post routes. 
483. Provisions for carrying the mail. 
484. Mall to every courthouse. 
485. Carrying the mail on canals. 
486. Carrying the mail on plank roads. 
487. Carrying the mail on waters of the United States. 
488. Emergency mail service in Alaska. 
489. Extending line of posts; compensation. 
490. Selecting post roads. 
491. Change of post-road terminus. 
492. Discontinuing service on post road. 
495. Contract for service over routes not established by law'. 
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Sec.
4'.)4.
4!:-5.

4l7.
49S.
499.

501.
5012.

5. 3.

504.

.Mall carrying by vessels not in mail service.
l'r,-paid way letters to be received.
Carrying foreign letters.
Searching vessels for letters.
Seizing and detaining letters.
Disposition of seizures.
Letters in stamped envelopes carried out of mail.
Separating letter mail for expedition.
Transfer of motor-propelled vehicles and equipment belonging to

Military Establishment to Post Office Department; purposes of.
Freight charges on property transferred; payment by States for

property received.
Transfer of motor vehicles, aeroplanes, machinery, and tools to

Postmaster General for use In Postal Service.

Section 481. What are post roads.-The following are estab-
lished post roads:

All the waters of the United States, during the time the mail

is carried thereon.
All railroads or parts of railroads which are now or here-

after may be in operation.
All canals, during the time the mail is carried thereon.
All plank roads during the time the mail is carried thereon.

The road on which the mail is carried to supply any court-

house which may be without a mail, and the road on which the
mail is carried under contract made by the Postmaster General

for extending the line of posts to supply mails to post offices
not on any established route, during the time such mail is car-
ried thereon.

All letter-carrier routes established in any city or town for
the collection and delivery of mail matters. (R. S. § 3964.)

482. Post routes.-All public roads and highways while kept

up and maintained as such are post routes. (Mar. 1, 1884,
c. 9, 23 Stat. 3.)

483. Provisions for carrying the maiL--The Postmaster

General shall provide for carrying the mail on all post roads
established by law, as often as he, having due regard to pro-

ductiveness and other circumstances, may think proper. (BR. S.

S 3965.)
484. Mail to every coartheuse.-The Postmaster General

shall cause a mail to be carried from the nearest post office on

any established post road to the courthouse of any county in

the United States which is without a mail. (R. S. § 3966.)

485. Carrying the mail on canals.-The Postmaster General

may contract for carrying the mail on the navigable canals of

the several States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or

convenience requires it. (R. S. § 3967.)

486. Carrying the mail on plank roads.-The Postmaster

General may contract for carrying the mail on any plank road

in the United States, when the public interest or convenience

requires it. (R. S. § 3968.)

487. Carrying the mail on waters of the United States.-

The Postmaster General may cause the mail to be carried In

any steamboat or other vessel used as a packet on any of the
waters of the United States. (R. S. § 3969.)

488. 'Emergency mail service in Alaska.-The Postmaster

General may provide difficult or emergency mail service in

Alaska, including the establishment and equipment of relay
stations, in such manner as he may think advisable without ad-

vertising therefor. (Feb. 21, 1925, c. 283, 43 Stat. 960.)

489. Extending line of poets; eompensation.-The Postmas-

ter General may enter into contracts for extending the line of

posts to supply mails to post offices not on any established

route, and, as a compensation for carrying the mail under such
contracts, may allow not exceeding two-thirds of the salary
paid to the postmaster at such special offices. (R. S. § 3971.)

490. Selecting post roads.-When there is more than one

road between places designated by law for a post road, the

Postmaster General may direct which shall be considered the

Dost road. (RB S. § 3972.)
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491. Change of post-road terminus.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may change the terminus of post roads connecting with or
intersecting railways when the service can be thereby improved.
(R. S. § 3973.)

492. Discontinuing service on post road.-Whenever, In the
opinion of the Postmaster General, the postal service can not
be safely continued, the revenues collected, or the iaws main-
tained on any post road, he may discontinue the service on such
road or any part thereof until the same can be safely restored.
(R. S. § 3974.)

493. Contract for service over routes not established by
law.-The Postmaster General may, when he deems it advisable,
contract for the transportation of the mails to and from any
post office; but where such service is performed over a route
not established by law, he shall report the same to Congress
at its meeting next thereafter, and such service shall cease at
the end of the next session of Congress, unless such route is
established a post route by Congress. (R. S. § 3975.)

494. Mail carrying by vessels not in mail service.-The Post-
master General may pay, to the master or owner of any vessel
not regularly employed in carrying the mail, 2 cents for each

letter carried by such vessel between ports or places in the
United States, or from any foreign port to any port in the
United States; but all such letters shall be deposited in the post

office at the port of arrivaL (R. S. § 397&)
495. Prepaid way letters to be received.-Every railway

postal clerk or other carrier of the mail shall receive any mail
matter presented to him, if properly prepaid by stamps, and

deliver the same for mailing at the next post office at which
he arrives; but no fees shall be allowed him therefor. (R. S.

§ 3980; July 31, 1882, c. 361, § 1, 22 Stat. 180.)
496. Carrying foreign letters,-No vessel departing from the

United States for any foreign port shall receive on board or

convey any letter or packet originating in the United States
which has not been regularly received from the post office at
the port of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo

of such vessel, except as provided in section 500 of this title;
and every collector, or other officer of the port empowered to
grant clearances, shall require from the master of such vessel,

as a condition of clearance, an oath that he has not received
on board, has not under his care or control, and will not re-
ceive or convey any letter or packet contrary to the provisions
of this section. (R. S. 1 3987.)

497. Searching vessels for letters.-Any post-office inspector,
when instructed by the Postmaster General to make examina-
tions and seizures, and the collector or other customs officer of

any port, without special instructions, shall carefully search

all vessels for letters which may be on board or which have

been conveyed contrary to law. (R. S. 56 3989, 4017; June 11,

1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177.)
498. Seizing and detaining letters.-Any post-office Inspector,

collector, or other customs officer, or United States marshal or
his deputy, may at all times seize all letters and bags, packets or
parcels, containing letters which are being carried contrary to
law on board any vessel or on any post route, and convey the
same to the nearest post office, or may, by the direction of the

Postmaster General or Secretary of the Treasury, detain them
until two months after the final determination of all suits and
proceedings which may, at any time within six months after such
seizure, be brought against any person for sending or carry-
ing such letters. (R. S. §§ 3990, 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, I 1,

21 Stat. 177.)
499. Disposition of seizures.-Every package or parcel seized

by any post-office inspector, collector, or other customs officer,
or United States marshal or his deputies, in which any letter
is unlawfully concealed, shall be forfeited to the United States,
and the same prOceedings may be had to enforce the forfeiture

as are authorized in respect to goods, wares, and merchandise
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Sec. 
494. Mall carrying by vessels not in mail service. 
495. Prepaid way letters to be received. 
490. Carrying foreign letters. 
497. Searching vessels for letters. 
495. Seizing and detaining letters. 
499. Disposition of seizures. 
500. Letters in stamped envelopes carried out of mail. 
501. Separating letter mail for expedition. 
502. Transfer of motor-propelled vehicles and equipment belonging to 

Military Establishment to Post Office Department; purposes of. 
503. Freight charges on property transferred; payment by States for 

property received. 
504. Transfer of motor vehicles, aeroplanes, machinery, and tools to 

Postmaster General for use in Postal Service. 

Section 481. What are post roads.-The following are estab-
lished post roads: 

All the waters of the United States, during the time the mail 
is carried thereon. 

All railroads or parts of railroads which are now or here-

after may be in operation. 
All canals, during the time the mail is carried thereon. 
All plank roads during the time the mail is carried thereon. 
The road on which the mail is carried to supply any court-

house which may be without a mail, and the road on which the 
mail is carried under contract made by the Postmaster General 
for extending the line of posts to supply mails to post offices 

not on any established route, during the time such mail is car-
ried thereon. 

All letter-carrier routes established in any city or town for 
the collection and delivery of mail matters. (R. S. § 3964.) 

482. Post routes.-All public roads and highways while kept 

up and maintained as such are post routes. (Mar. 1, 1884, 
c. 9, 23 Stat. 3.) 

483. Provisions for carrying the mail.-The Postmaster 
General shall provide for carrying the mail on all post roads 
established by law, as often as he, having due regard to pro-
ductiveness and other circumstances, may think proper. (R. S. 

1 3965.) 
484. Mail to every courthouse.-The Postmaster General 

shall cause a mail to be carried from the nearest post office on 
any established post road to the courthouse of any county in 

the United States which is without a mail. (R. S. 1 3966.) 
485. Carrying the mail on canals.-The Postmaster General 

may contract for carrying the mail on the navigable canals of 

the several States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or 

convenience requires it. (R. S. 1 3967.) 
486. Carrying the mail on plank roads.-The Postmaster 

General may contract for carrying the mail on any plank road 

in the United States, when the public interest or convenience 

requires it. (R. S. 1 3968.) 

487. Carrying the mail on waters of the United States.-

The Postmaster General may cause the mail to be carried in 
any steamboat or other vessel used as a packet on any of the 
waters of the United States. (R. S. 1 3969.) 

488. Emergency mail service in Alaska.-The Postmaster 
General may provide difficult or emergency mail service in 
Alaska, including the establishment and equipment of relay 
stations, in such manner as he may think advisable without ad-

vertising therefor. (Feb. 21, 1925, c. 283, 43 Stat. 960.) 
489. Extending line of posts; compensation.-The Postmas-

ter General may enter into contracts for extending the line of 
posts to supply mails to post offices not on any established 
route, and, as a compensation for carrying the mail under such 
contracts, may allow not exceeding two-thirds of the salary 
paid to the postmaster at such special offices. (R. S. § 3971.) 

490. Selecting post roads.-When there is more than one 
road between places designated by law for a post road, the 
Postmaster General may direct which shall be considered the 

post road. (R. S. § 3972.) 
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491. Change of post-road terminus.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may change the terminus of post roads connecting with or 
intersecting railways when the service can be thereby improved. 

(R. S. § 3973.) 
492. Discontinuing service on post road.-Whenever, in the 

opinion of the Postmaster General, the postal service can not 
be safely continued, the revenues collected, or the taws main-
tained on any post road, he may discontinue the service on such 
road or any part thereof until the same can be safely restored. 

(R. S. § 3974.) 
493. Contract for service over routes not established by 

law.-The Postmaster General may, when he deems it advisable, 
contract for the transportation of the mails to and from any 

post office; but where such service is performed over a route 
not established by law, he shall report the same to Congress 
at its meeting next thereafter, and such service shall cease at 
the end of the next session of Congress, unless such route is 
established a post route by Congress. (R. S. § 3975.) 

494. Mail carrying by vessels not in mail service.-The Post-
master General may pay, to the master or owner of any vessel 
not regularly employed in carrying the mail, 2 cents for each 
letter carried by such vessel between ports or places in the 
United States, or from any foreign port to any port in the 

United States; but all such letters shall he deposited in the post 
office at the port of arrival. (R. S. § 3978.) 

495. Prepaid way letters to be received.-Every railway 

postal clerk or other carrier of the mail shall receive any mail 
matter presented to him, if properly prepaid by stamps, and 

deliver the same for mailing at the next post office at which 

he arrives; but no fees shall be allowed him therefor. (R. S. 
§ 3980; July 31, 1882, c. 361, § 1, 22 Stat. 180.) 

496. Carrying foreign letters,-No vessel departing from the 
United States for any foreign port shall receive on board or 
convey any letter or packet originating in the United States 
which has not been regularly received from the post office at 

the port of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo 
of such vessel, except as provided in section 500 of this title; 
and every collector, or other officer of the port empowered to 

grant clearances, shall require from the master of such vessel, 
as a condition of clearance, an oath that he has not received 
on board, has not under his care or control, and will not re-
ceive or convey any letter or packet contrary to the provisions 
of this section. (R. S. § 3987.) 

497. Searching vessels for letters.-Any post-office inspector, 
when instructed by the Postmaster General to make examina-
tions and seizures, and the collector or other customs officer of 
any port, without special instructions, shall carefully search 

all vessels for letters which may be on board or which have 
been conveyed contrary to law. (R. S. §§ 3989, 4017; June 11, 

1880, e. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177.) 
498. Seizing and detaining letters.-Any post-office inspector, 

collector, or other customs officer, or United States marshal or 
his deputy, may at all times seize all letters and bags, packets or 
parcels, containing letters which are being carried contrary to 
law on board any vessel or on any post route, and convey the 
same to the nearest post office, or may, by the direction of the 
Postmaster General or Secretary of the Treasury, detain them 
until two months after the final determination of all suits and 
proceedings which may, at any time within six months after such 
seizure, be brought against any person for sending or carry-

ing such letters. (R. S. §§ 3990, 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, 1 1, 

21 Stat. 177.) 
499. Disposition of seizures.-Every package or parcel seized 

by any post-office inspector, collector, or other customs officer, 
or United States marshal or his deputies, in which any letter 
is unlawfully concealed, shall be forfeited to the United States, 
and the same prdeeedings may be had to enforce the forfeiture 

as are authorized in respect to goods, wares, and merchandise 
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forfeited for violation of the revenue laws; and all laws for
the benefit and protection of customs officers making seizures
for violating revenue laws shall apply to officers making seiz-
ures for violating the postal laws. (R. S. §§ 3991, 4017; June
11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177.)

500. Letters in stamped envelopes carried out of mail.-All
letters inclosed in stamped envelopes, if the postage stamp is
of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage that would
be chargeable thereon if the same were sent by mail, may be
sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, provided
such envelope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so
that the letter cannot be taken therefrom without defacing
the envelope, and the date of the letter or of the transmission
or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon the en-
velope. But the Postmaster General may suspend the operation
of this section upon any mail route where the public interest
may require such suspension. (R. S. § 3993.)

501. Separating letter mail for expedition.-When the
amount of mail matter to be carried on any mail route is so
great as to seriously retard the progress or endanger the
security of the letter mail, or materially increase the cost of
carriage at the ordinary rate of speed, the Postmaster General
may provide for the separate carriage of the letter mail at the
usual rate of speed; but the other mail matter shall not be
delayed any more than is absolutely necessary, having due re-
gard to the cost of expedition and the means at his disposal for
effecting the same. (R. S. § 3994; Feb. 18, 1875, c. 80, § 1, 18
Stat. 319.)

502. Transfer of motor-propelled vehicles and equipment
belonging to Military Establishment to Post Office Depart-
ment; purposes of.-The Secretary of War is hereby authorized
and directed to transfer such motor-propelled vehicles and
motor equipment, including spare parts, pertaining to the Mili-
tary Establishment as are or may be found to be surplus and
no longer required for military purposes, to the Post Office
Department for use in the transmission of mails. (Mar. 15,
1920, c. 100, § 1, 41 Stat. 530.)

503. Freight charges on property transferred; payment by
States for property received.-Freight charges incurred in the
transfer of the property provided for in section £02 of this
title shall not be defrayed by the War Department, and if the
War Department shall load any of said property for shipment
the expense of said loading shall be reimbursed the War De-
partment by the Post Office Department by an adjustment of
the appropriations of the two departments. (Mar. 15, 1920,
c. 100, § 4, 41 Stat. 531.)

504. Transfer of motor vehicles, aeroplanes, machinery, and
tools to Postmaster General for use in Postal Service.-The
Secretary of War is also authorized, in his discretion, to de-
liver and turn over to the Postmaster General, without charge
therefor, from time to time, such motor vehicles, aeroplanes,
and parts thereof, and machinery and tools to repair and main-
tain the same, as may be suitable for use In the Postal Service;
and the Postmaster General is authorized to use the same in
the transportation of the mails and to pay the necessary ex-
penses thereof, including the replacement, maintenance, ex-
change, and repair of such equipment, out of any appropriation
available for the service in which such vehicles or aeroplanes
are used. (July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 8, 40 Stat. 753; Apr. 24, 1920,
c. 161, § 3, 41 Stat. 583.)

Chapter 15.--RAILWAY SERVICE.

Sec.
521. Carrying mail on railway routes by horse express.
522. Transportation of ofcial matter by railway or express corn-

panies.
528. Carrying on trains without extra charge persons in charge of.
H24. Conditions of railway ervice, adjustment of compensation.

Sec.
525. Classes of routes enumerated.
52l1. Full railway post-office car service.
527. Apartment railway post-office car service.
52S. Storage-car service.
529. Service by full and apartment railway post-office cars and storage

cars.
530. Closed-pouch service.
531. Rates of payment for classes of routes.

(a) Full railway post-office car service.
(b) Apartment railway post-office car service.
(c) Storage-car service.
(d) Closed-pouch service.

53 2 . Cars of less than standard lengths; cars of excess length.
533. Initial and terminal rates to cover certain expenses; varying

allowances for full railway post-office cars, apartment railway
post-office cars, and storage cars.

534. Computation of car-miles; railway post-office cars and apartment
railway post-office cars.

535. Same; storage cars.
536. Land-grant roads.
537. Style, construction, and maintenance of post-office cars; pay for

unsound cars ; steel cars.
538. Facilities for carrying and handling mails; cars at stations;

station room ; offices for employees.
539. Selection of trains; carrying on any train.
540. Service operated by railroad and steamboats.
541. Transportation required in manner, under conditions, and with

service prescribed by Postmaster General; compensation there-
for.

542. Interstate Commerce Commission to fix and determine rates and
compensation.

543. Relation between the railroads as public-service corporations and
the Government to be considered.

544. Procedure for ascertaining rates.
545. Filing of statement by Postmaster General with Interstate Com-

merce Commission showing transportation required.
546. Employment of clerical assistance; plan for transportation filed

with Interstate Commerce Commission.
547. Notice by Interstate Commerce Commission to railroads; answer

of railroads; hearings.
548. Taking testimony, evidence, penalties, and procedure.
549. Classification of carriers by Interstate Commerce Commission.
550. Additional weighing of mails.
551. Orders of Interstate Commerce Commission establishing rate or

compensation.
552. Percentage of rates allowed land-grant railroads.
553. Applications for reexaminations.
554. Powers conferred on Interstate Commerce Commission.
555. Conveyance under special arrangement in freight trains; rates.
556. Proof of performance of service.
557. Information from Interstate Comnmerce Commission as to revenues

from express companies; rates for transporting matter other
than first class.

558. Determination by Interstate Commerce Commission of postal car-
load or less rate for transportation of fourth-class matter and
periodicals.

559. Distinguishing between several classes of matter.
560. Return to mails; postal cards, stamped envelopes, and newspaper

wrappers.
561. Same; empty mall bags.
562. Weighing mall; computations.
563. Refusal to perform service at rates or methods of compensation

provided by law.
564. New and additional service; reduction or discontinuance of

service.
565. Special contracts for transportation; reports of.
566. Service over property owned by another company; over land-

grant companies.
567. Failure to furnish cars or compartments.
568. Deductions from pay for reduction in or nonperformance of

service.
569. Rates for transportation by electric and cable cars.
570. Same; rates fixed by Interstate Commerce Commission.
571. Contracts with railways without advertising.
572. Weighing of mails; readjustments.
573. Same; withdrawal of freightable lots of postal supplies.
574. Readjustment of pay for mail diverted after weighing periods.
575. Weighing mails; paying of expenses of computations.
576. Sending second-class matter by freight; discriminations; appeals;

precedence of proceedings In Court of Appeals.
577. Lease of terminal railway post offices.
578. Mail messengers.
579. Same; contracts for service.
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forfeited for violation of the revenue laws; and all laws for 
the benefit and protection of customs officers making seizures 
for violating revenue laws shall apply to officers making seiz-

ures for violating the postal laws. (R. S. §§ 3991, 4017; June 
11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177.) 

500. Letters in stamped envelopes carried out of mail.-All 
letters inclosed in stamped envelopes, if the postage stamp is 
of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage that would 
be chargeable thereon if the same were sent by mail, may be 
sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, provided 
such envelope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so 

that the letter cannot be taken therefrom without defacing 
the envelope, and the date of the letter or of the transmission 
or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon the en-
velope. But the Postmaster General may suspend the operation 
of this section upon any mail route where the public interest 
may require such suspension. (R. S. § 3993.) 

501. Separating letter mail for expedition.-When the 

amount of mail matter to be carried on any mail route is so 
great as to seriously retard the progress or endanger the 
security of the letter mail, or materially increase the cost of 
carriage at the ordinary rate of speed, the Postmaster General 
may provide for the separate carriage of the letter mail at the 

usual rate of speed; but the other mail matter shall not be 
delayed any more than is absolutely necessary, having due re-
gard to the cost of expedition and the means at his disposal for 
effecting the same. (R. S. § 3994; Feb. 18, 1875, c. 80, § 1, 18 
Stat. 319.) 

502. Transfer of motor-propelled vehicles and equipment 
belonging to Military Establishment to Post Office Depart-

ment; purposes of.-The Secretary of War is hereby authorized 
and directed to transfer such motor-propelled vehicles and 

motor equipment, including spare parts, pertaining to the Mili-
tary Establishment as are or may be found to be surplus and 

no longer required for military purposes, to the Post Office 
Department for use in the transmission of mails. (Mar. 15, 
1920, c. 100, § 1, 41 Stat. 530.) 

503. Freight charges on property transferred; payment by 

States for property received.-Freight charges incurred in the 
transfer of the property provided for in section 602 of this 

title shall not be defrayed by the War Department, and if the 
War Department shall load any of said property for shipment 
the expense of said loading shall be reimbursed the War De-

partment by the Post Office Department by an adjustment of 
the appropriations of the two departments. (Mar. 15, 1920, 
e. 100, § 4, 41 Stat. 531.) 

504. Transfer of motor vehicles, aeroplanes, machinery, and 

tools to Postmaster General for use in Postal Service.-The 

Secretary of War is also authorized, in his discretion, to de-
liver and turn over to the Postmaster General, without charge 
therefor, from time to time, such motor vehicles, aeroplanes, 
and parts thereof, and machinery and tools to repair and main-
tain the same, as may be suitable for use in the Postal Service; 

and the Postmaster General is authorized to use the same in 
the transportation of the mails and to pay the necessary ex-

penses thereof, including the replacement, maintenance, ex-

change, and repair of such equipment, out of any appropriation 

available for the service in which such vehicles or aeroplanes 
are used. (July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 8, 40 Stat. 753; Apr. 24, 1920, 
c. 161, § 3, 41 Stat. 583.) 

Chapter 15.-RAILWAY SERVICE. 

Sec. 

521. Carrying mail on railway routes by horse express. 

622. Transportation of oMcial matter by railway or express com-
panies. 

528. Carrying on trains without extra charge peisons in charge of. 
1614. Conditions of railway service, adjustment of compensation. 

Sec. 
525. Classes of routes enumerated. 
520. Full railway post-office car service. 
597. Apartment railway post•office car service. 
528. Storage-car service. 
529. Service by full and apartment railway post-office cars and storage 

cars. 

530. Closed-pouch service. 
531. Rates of payment for classes of routes. 

(a) Full railway post-office car service. 
(b) Apartment railway post-office ear service. 
(c) Storage-car service. 
(d) Closed-pouch service. 

532. Cars of less than standard lengths; cars of excess length. 
533. Initial and terminal rates to cover certain expenses; varying 

allowances for full railway post-office cars, apartment railway 
post-office cars, and storage cars. 

534. Computation of car-miles; railway post-office cars and apartment 
railway post-office cars. 

535. Same; storage cars. 
536. Land-grant roads. 
537. Style, construction, and maintenance of post-office cars; pay for 

unsound cars ; steel cars. 
538. Facilities for carrying and handling malls; cars at stations; 

station room; offices for employees. 
539. Selection of trains; carrying on any train. 
540. Service operated by railroad and steamboats. 
541. Transportation required in manner, under conditions, and with 

service prescribed by Postmaster General; compensation there-
for. 

542. Interstate Commerce Commission to fix and determine rates and 
compensation. 

543. Relation between the railroads as public-service corporations and 
the Government to be considered. 

544. Procedure for ascertaining rates. 
545. Filing of statement by Postmaster General with Interstate Com-

merce Commission showing transportation required. 
546. Employment of clerical assistance; plan for transportation filed 

with Interstate Commerce Commission. 
547. Notice by Interstate Commerce Commission to railroads; answer 

of railroads; hearings. 
548. Taking testimony, evidence, penalties, and procedure. 
540. Classification of carriers by Interstate Commerce Commission. 
550. Additional weighing of mails. 

551. Orders of Interstate Commerce Commission establishing rate or 
compensation. 

552. Percentage of rates allowed land-grant railroads. 
553. Applications for reexaminations. 
554. Powers conferred on Interstate Commerce Commission. 
555. Conveyance under special arrangement in freight trains; rates. 
556. Proof of performance of service. 

657. Information from Interstate Commerce Commission as to revenues 
from express companies; rates for transporting matter other 
than first class. 

558. Determination by Interstate Commerce Commission of postal car-
load or less rate for transportation of fourth-class matter and 
periodicals. 

659. Distinguishing between several classes of matter. 
560. Return to mails; postal cards, stamped envelopes, and newspaper 

PP 
561. Same; empty - ty mail bags. 

562. Weighing mail; computations. 

563. Refusal to perform service at rates or methods of compensation 
provided by law. 

564. New and additional service; reduction or discontinuance of 
service. 

565. Special contracts for transportation; reports of. 
566. Service over property owned by another company; over land-

grant companies. 
567. Failure to furnish cars or compartments. 
368. Deductions from pay for reduction in or nonperformance of 

service. 
569. Rates for transportation by electric and cable cars. 
570. Same; rates fixed by Interstate Commerce Connuission. 
571. Contracts with railways without advertising. 
572. Weighing of mails; readjustments. 
573. Same; withdrawal of freightable lots of postal supplies. 
574. Readjustment of pay for mail diverted after weighing periods. 
575. Weighing mails; paying of expenses of computations. 
576. Sending second-class matter by freight; discriminations; appeals; 
• precedence of proceedings in Court of Appeals. 
577. Lease of terminal railway post office'. 
578. Mail messengers. 
579. Same; contracts for service. 
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Section 521. Carrying mail on railway routes by horse ex-
press.-If the Postmaster General is unable to contract for

c-(irrying the mail on any railway route at a compensation not

exceeding the maximum rates herein provided, or for what he

may deem a reasonable and fair compensation, he may separate

the letter mail from the other mail, and contract, either with or

without advertising. for carrying such letter mail by horse ex-

press or otherwise, at the greatest speed that can reasonably be

obtained, and for carrying the other mail in wagons, or other-

wise, at a slower rate of speed. (R. S. § 3999.)

522. Transportation of official matter by railway or express
companies.-The Postmaster General may provide for the

transportation of official matter of any department of the Gov-

ernment, over any railroad or express company, whenever he

can do so at a saving to the Government and without detriment

to the public service. Nothing in this section shall apply to

official matter franked by Members of Congress. (July 13,

1892. c. 165, § 5.)
523. Carrying on trains without extra charge persons in

charge of.-Every railroad company carrying the mails shall

carry on any train it operates and without extra charge there-
for the persons in charge of the mails and when on duty and

traveling to and from duty, and all duly accredited agents and

officers of the Post Office Department and the Railway Mail

Service and post-office inspectors while traveling on official

business, upon the exhibition of their credentials. (July 28,

1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 419.)
524. Conditions of railway service; adjustment of compen-

sation.-The Postmaster General is authorized and directed to
adjust the compensation to be paid to railroad companies for
the transportation and handling of the mails and furnishing

facilities and services in connection therewith upon the condi-
tions and at the rates hereinafter provided. (July 28, 1916, c.
261, § 5, subd. 1, 39 Stat. 425.)

525. Classes of routes enumerated.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may state railroad mail routes and authorize mail service
thereon of the following four classes, namely: Full railway
post-office car service, apartment railway post-office car serv-
ice, storage-car service, and closed-pouch service. (July 28,

1916, c. 261. § 5, subd. 2, 39 Stat. 425.)

526. Full railway post-office car service.-Full railway post-
office car mail service shall be service by cars forty feet- or

more in length, constructed, fitted up, and maintained for the

distribution of mails on trains. The authorizations of full

railway post-office cars shall be for standard-sized cars sixty

feet in length, inside measurement, except as hereinafter

provided. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 3, 39 Stat. 425.)

527. Apartment railway post-office car service.-Apartment

railway post-office car mail service shall be service by apart-

ments less than forty feet in length in cars constructed, fitted

up, and maintained for the distribution of mails on trains.

Two standard sizes of apartment railway post-office cars

may be authorized and paid for, namely, apartments fifteen

fepet and thirty feet in length, inside measurement, except as

hereinafter provided. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 4, 39

Stalt. 425.)
528. Storage-car serviee.-Storage-car mail service shall be

service by cars used for the storage and carriage of mails in

transit other than by full and apartment railway post-office
c*arrs. The authorizations for storage cars shall be for cars

sixty feet in length, inside measurement, except as hereinafter

provided. Storage space in units of three feet, seven feet,

fifteen feet, and thirty feet, both sides of car, may be author-

ized in baggnge cars at not exceeding pro rata of the rates

hereinafter named for sixty-foot storage cars. (July 28, 1916,

c. 261, § 5, subd. 5. 39 Stat. 425.)
529. Service by full and apartment railway post-office cars
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post-office cars and storage cars shall include the carriage
therein of all mail matter, equipment, and supplies for the mail

service and the employees of the Postal Service or Post Office

Department, as shall be directed by the Postmaster General to

be so carried. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 6, 39 Stat. 426.)

530. Closed-pouch service.-Closed-pouch mail service shall

be the transportation and handling by railroad employees of

mails on trains on which full or apartment railway post-

office cars are not authorized, except as hereinbefore provided.

rhe authorizations for closed-pouch service shall be for units

of seven feet and three feet in length, both sides of car. (July

28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 7, 39 Stat. 426.)
531. Rates of payment for classes of routes.-The rates of

payment for the services authorized in accordance with this

section shall be as follows, namely:
(a) Full railway post-office car service.-For full railway

post-office car mail service at not exceeding 21 cents for each

mile of service by a sixty-foot car.
In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding $4.25 as a

combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip
of a sixty-foot car.

(b) Apartment railway post-office car service.-For apart-
ment railway post-office car mail service at not exceeding 11
cents for each mile of service by a thirty-foot apartment car and
6 cents for each mile of service by a fifteen-foot apartment car.

In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding $2.75 as a
combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip of a
thirty-foot apartment car and $2 as a combined initial and
terminal rate for each one-way trip of a fifteen-foot apart-
ment car.

(c) Storage-car service.-For storage-car mail service' at not

exceeding 21 cents for each mile of service by a sixty-foot car.
In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding $4.25 as a

combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip of a
sixty-foot car.

(d) Closed-pouch service.-For closed-pouch service, at not
exceeding 1% cents for each mile of service when a three-foot
unit is authorized, and 3 cents for each mile of service when a
seven-foot unit is authorized.

In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding 25 cents as
the combined Initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip
of a three-foot unit of service and 50 cents as a combined
initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip of a seven-foot
unit of service. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. S (a, b, c, e),
39 Stat. 426.)

532. Cars of less than standard lengths; cars of excess
length.-.Where authorizations are made for cars of the stand-
ard lengths of sixty, thirty, and fifteen feet, as provided by
sections 526 and 527 of this title, and the railroad company is
unable to furnish such cars of the length authorized, but fur-
nishes cars of lesser length than those authorized, but which
are determined by the department to be sufficient for the serv-
ice, the Postmaster General may accept the same and pay
only for the actual space furnished and used, the compensation
to be not .exceeding pro rata of that provided by section 531
of this title for the standard length so authorized. The Post-
master General may accept cars and apartments of greater
length than those of the standard requested, but no compen-
sation shall be allowed for such excess lengths. (July 28,

1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 8 (d), 39 Stat. 426.)
533. Initial and terminal rates to cover certain expenses;

varying allowances for full railway post-office cars, apart-
ment railway-post-office cars, and storage ears.-The initial
and terminal rates provided for in section 531 of this title
shall cover expenses of loading and unloading mails, switch-
ing, lighting, heating, cleaning mail cars, and all other expenses
incidental to station service and required by the Postmaster
General in connection with the mails that are not included

post-office cars and storage cars shall inelude the carriage
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Section 521. Carrying mail on railway routes by horse ex-
press.--If the Postmaster General is unable to contract for 

carrying the mail on any railway route at a compensation not 

exceeding the maximum rates herein provided, or for what he 

may deem a reasonable and fair compensation, he may separate 

the letter mail from the other mail, and contract, either with or 

without advertising, for carrying such letter mail by horse ex-

press or otherwise, at the greatest speed that can reasonably be 

obtained, and for carrying the other mail in wagons, or other-

wise, at a slower rate of speed. (R. S. § 3999.) 
522. Transportation of official matter by railway or express 

companies.—The Postmaster General may provide for the 

transportation of official matter of any department of the Gov-

ernment, over any railroad or express company, whenever he 
can do so at a saving to the Government and Ncithout detriment 

to the public service. Nothing in this section shall apply to 

official matter franked by Members of Congress. (July 13, 

1892, c. 165, § 5.) 
523. Carrying on trains without extra charge persons in 

charge of.—Every railroad company carrying the mails shall 

carry on any train it operates and without extra charge there-

for the persons in charge of the mails and when on duty and 

traveling to and from duty, and all duly accredited agents and 
officers of the Post Office Department and the Railway Mail 

Service and post-office inspectors while traveling on official 

business, upon the exhibition of their credentials. (July 28, 

1916, C. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 419.) 

524. Conditions of railway service; adjustment of compen-
sation.—The Postmaster General is authorized and directed to 

adjust the compensation to be paid to railroad companies for 

the transportation and handling of the mails and furnishing 

facilities and services in connection therewith upon the condi-
tions and at the rates hereinafter provided. (July 28, 1916, C. 

261, § 5, subd. 1, 39 Stat. 425.) 
525. Classes of routes ennmerated.—The Postmaster Gen-

eral may state railroad mail routes and authorize mail service 
thereon of the following four classes, namely: Full railway 

post-office car service, apartment railway post-office car serv-
ice, storage-car service, and closed-pouch service. (July 28, 

1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 2, 39 Stat. 425.) 
526. Full railway post-office car service.—Full railway post-

office car mail service shall be service by cars forty feet- or 

more in length, constructed, fitted up, and maintained for the 

distribution of mails on trains. The authorizations of full 
railway post-office cars shall he for standard-sized cars sixty 

feet in length, inside measurement, except as hereinafter 

provided. (July S. 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 3. 39 Stat. 425.) 

527. Apartment railway post-office car service.—Apartinent 

railway post-office etr mail service shall be service by apart-
ments less than forty feet in length in cars constructed, fitted 

up, and maintained for the distribution of mails on trains. 

Two standard sizes of apartment railway post-office cars 

may be authorized and paid for, namely, apartments fifteen 

feet and thirty feet in length, inside measurement, except as 

hereinafter provided. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 4, 39 

Stat. 423.) 
528. Storage-car service.—Storage-car mail service shall be 

serviee by cars used for the storage and carriage of mails in 
transit other than by full and apartment railway post-office 

cars. The authorizations for storage ears shall be for cars 
sixty feet in length, inside measurement, except as hereinafter 

provided. Storage space in units of three feet, seven feet, 
fifteen feet, and thirty feet, both sides of car, may be author-
ized in baggage cars at not exceeding pro rata of the rates 

hereinafter named for sixty-foot storage ears. (July 28, 1916, 

c. 261, § 5. sad. 5. 39 Stat. 425.) 
529. Service by full and apartment railway post-office cars 

and storage cars.—Service by full and apartment railway 

post-office cars and storage cars shall include the carriage 

therein of all mail matter, equipment, and supplies for the mail 
service and the employees of the Postal Service or Post Office 

Department, as shall be directed by the Postmaster General to 

be so carried. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 6, 39 Stat. 426.) 
530. Closed-pouch service.—Closed-pouch mail service shall 

be the transportation and handling by railroad employees of 
mails on trains on which full or apartment railway post-

office cars are not authorized, except as hereinbefore provided. 

The authorizations for closed-pouch service shall be for units 

of seven feet and three feet in length, both sides of car. (July 

28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 7, 39 Stat. 426.) 
531. Rates of payment for classes of routes.—The rates of 

payment for the services authorized in accordance with this 

section shall be as follows, namely: 
(a) Full railway post-office car service.—For full railway 

post-office car mail service at not exceeding 21 cents for each , 
mile of service by a sixty-foot car. 

In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding $4.25 as a 

combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip 

of a sixty-foot car. 
(b) Apartment railway post-office car service.—For apart-

ment railway post-office car mail service at not exceeding 11 
cents for each mile of service by a thirty-foot apartment car and 

6 cents for each mile of service by a fifteen-foot apartment car. 
In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding $2.75 as a 

combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip of a 

thirty-foot apartment car and $2 as a combined initial and 

terminal rate for each one-way trip of a fifteen-foot apart-

ment car. 
(c) Storage-car service.—For storage-car mail service at not 

exceeding 21 cents for each mile of service by a sixty-foot car. 
In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding $4.25 as a 

combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip of a 

sixty-foot car. 
(d) Closed-pouch service.—For closed-pouch service, at not 

exceeding 13i cents for each mile of service when a three-foot 
unit is authorized, and 3 cents for each mile of service when a 

seven-foot unit is authorized. 
In addition thereto he may allow not exceeding 25 cents as 

the combined initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip 

of a three-foot unit of service and 50 cents as a combined 
initial and terminal rate for each one-way trip of a seven-foot 

unit of service. (July 28, 1916, v. 261, § 5, subd. S (a, b, c, e), 

39 Stat. 426.) 
532. Cars of less than standard lengths; cars of excess 

length.—Where authorizations are made for cars of the stand-
ard lengths of sixty, thirty, and fifteen feet, as provided by 

sections 526 and 527 of this title, and the railroad company is 

unable to furnish such cars of the length authorized, but fur-
nishes cars of lesser length than those authorized, but which 

are determined by the department to be sufficient for the serv-

ice, the Postmaster General may accept the same and pay 
only for the actual space furnished and used, the compensation 

to be not .exceeding pro rata of that provided by section 531 

of this title for the standard length so authorized. The Post-
master General may accept cars and apartments of greater 

length than those of the standard requested, but no compen-
sation shall be allowed for such excess lengths. (July 28, 

1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. S (d), 39 Stat. 426.) 

533. Initial and terminal rates to cover certain expenses; 
varying allowances for full railway post-office cars, apart-

ment railway -post-office cars, and storage ears.—The initial 

and terminal rates provided for in section 531 of this title 

shall cover expenses of loading and unloading mails, switch-

ing, lighting, heating, cleaning mail cars, and all other expenses 
incidental to station service and required by the Postmaster 

General in connection with the mails that are not included 
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in the car-mile rate. The allowance for full railway post-
office cars, apartment railway post-office cars, and storage cars
may be varied in accordance with the approximate difference
in their respective cost of construction and maintenance. (July
28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 8 (g), 39 Stat. 426.)

534. Computation of car-miles; railway post-office cars and
apartment railway post-office cars.-In computing the car-
miles of the full railway post-office cars and apartment rail-
way post-office cars, the maximum space authorized in either
direction of a round-trip car run shall be regarded as the
space to be computed in both directions, unless otherwise
mutually agreed upon. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 8 (h),
39 Stat. 427.)

535. Same; storage cars.-In computing the car-miles of
storage cars, the maximum space authorized in either direction
of a round-trip car run shall be regarded as the space to be
,computed in both directions, unless the car be used by the
company in the return movement, or otherwise mutually agreed
upon. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 8 (i), 39 Stat. 427.)

536. Land-grant roads.-Railroad companies whose railroads
were constructed In whole or in part by a land grant made by
Congress, on the condition that the mails should be transported
over their roads at such price as Congress should by law
dihect, shall receive only 80 per centum of the compensation
otherwise authorized by this chapter. (July 28, 1916, e. 261,
8 5, subd. 8 (f), 39 Stat. 426.)

537. Style, construction, and maintenance of post-office
cars; pay for unsound cars; steel cars.-All cars or parts of
cars used for the Railway Mail Service shall be of such con-
struction, style, length, and character, and furnished in such
manner as shall be required by the Postmaster General, and
shall be.constructed, fitted up, maintained, heated, lighted, and
cleaned by and at the expense- of the railroad companies. No
pay shall be allowed for service by any railway post-office car
which is not sound in material and construction and which is
not equipped with sanitary drinking-water containers and toilet
facilities, nor unless such car is regularly and thoroughly
cleaned. The Postmaster General shall not approve or allow
to be used, or pay for service by, any full railway post-office
car not constructed of steel or steel underframe or equally
indestructible material; and all full railway post-office cars
accepted for this service and contracted for by the railroad
companies shall be constructed of steeL (July 28, 1916, c.
261, § 5, subd. 11, 89 Stat. 427.>

538. Facilities for carrying and handling mails; cars at
station; station room; offices for empioyees.-Railroad compa-
nies carrying the malls shall furnish all necessary facilities for
caring for and handling them while in their custody. They
shall furnish all cars or parts of cars used in the transporta-
tion and distribution of the mails, except as herein otherwise
provided, and place them in stations before the departure of
trains at such times and when required to do so. They shall
provide station space and rooms for handling, storing, and
transfer of mails in transit, including the separation thereof,
by packages for connecting lines, and such distribution of
registered mail in transit as may be necessary, and for offices
for the employees of the Railway Mail Service engaged in such
station work when required by the Postmaster General, in
which mail from station boxes may be distributed if it does
not require additional space. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd.
13, 39 Stat. 427.)

539. Selection of trains; carrying on any train.-The Post-
master General shall in all cases decide upon what trains and
in what manner the mails shall be conveyed. Every railroad
company carrying the mails shall carry on any train it operates,
and with due speed, all mailable matter, equipment, and sup-
plies directed to be carried thereon. If any such railroad com-
pany shall fail or refuse to transport the mails, equipment,

and supplies when required by the Postmaster General on any

train or trains it operates, such company shall be fined such

reasonable amount as may, in the discretion of the Postmaster

General, be deemed proper. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd.

15, 39 Stat. 425.)
540. Service operated by railroad and steamboats.-The

provisions of sections 524 to 568, 576 and 579 of this title shall

apply to service operated by railroad companies partly by rail-
road and partly by steamboats. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5,
1Subd. 17, 39 Stat. 428.)

541. Transportation required in manner, under conditions,
and with service prescribed by Postmaster General; compen-
sation therefor.-All railway common carriers are hereby
required to transport such mail matter as may be offered for
transportation bfythe United States in the manner, under the
conditions, and with the service prescribed by the Postmaster
General and shall be entitled to receive fair and reasonable
compensation for such transportation and for the service con-
nected therewith. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 27, 39 Stat.
429.)

542. Interstate Commerce Commission to fix and determine
rates and compensation.-The Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion is hereby empowered and directed to fix and determine
from time to time the fair and reasonable rates and compen-
sation for the transportation of such mail matter :by railway
common carriers and the service connected therewith, pre-
scribing the method or methods by weight, or space, or both,
or otherwise, for ascertaining such rate or compensation, and
to publish the same, and orders so made and published shall
continue in force until changed by the commission after due
notice and hearing. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 28, 39
Stat. 429.)

543. Relation between the railroads as public-service cor-
porations and the Government to be considered.-In fixing and
determining the fair and reasonable rates for such service the
,commission shall consider the relation existing between the
railroads as public-service corporations and the Government,
and the nature of such service as distinguished, if there be a
distinction, from the ordinary transportation business of the
railroads. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 29, 39 Stat. 429.)

544. Procedure for ascertaining rates.-The procedure for
the-ascertainment of said rates and compensation shall be as
provided in sections W45 to 554 of this title. (July 28, 1916, c.
261, § 5, subd. 80, 39 Stat. 429.)

545. Filing of statement by Postmaster General with Inter-
state Commerce Commission showing transportation re-
quired.-The Postmaster General shall file with the commis-
sion a statement showing the transportation required of all
railway common carriers, including the number, equipment,
size, and construction of the cars necessary for the trans-
action of the business; the character and speed of the trains
which are to carry the various kinds of mail; the service,
both terminal and en route, which the carriers are to render;
and all other information which may be material to the in-
quiry, but such other information may be filed at any time in
the discretion of the commission. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5,
subd. 30 (a), 39 Stat. 429.)

546. Employment of clerical assistance; plan for transporta-
tion filed with Interstate Commerce Commission.-The Post-
master General may employ such clerical and other assistance
as shall be necessary to carry out the provisions of sections
524 to 568, 576 and 579 of this title, and may rent quarters in
Washington, District of Columbia, if necessary, for the clerical
force engaged thereon, and pay for the same out of the appro-
priation for inland transportation by railroad routes. The
Postmaster General shall file with the commission a compre-
hensive plan for the transportation of the mails on said rail-
ways and shall embody therein what he believes to be the
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in the car-mile rate. The allowance for full railway post-

office cars, apartment railway post-office cars, and storage cars 
may be varied in accordance with the approximate difference 

in their respective cost of construction and maintenance. (July 

28, 1916, c. 261. § 5, subd. 8 (g), 39 Stat. 426.) 
534. Computation of car-miles; railway post-office cars and 

apartment railway post-office cars.-In computing the car-
miles of the full railway post-office cars and apartment rail-
way post-office cars, the maximum space authorized in either 

direction of a round-trip car run shall be regarded as the 
space to be computed in both directions, unless otherwise 

mutually agreed upon. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 6 5, subd. 8 (h), 

39 Stat. 427.) 
535. Same; storage cars.-In computing the car-miles of 

storage cars, the maximum space authorized in either direction 
of a round-trip car run shall be regarded as the space to be 

,computed in both directions, unless the car be used by the 
company in the return movement, or otherwise mutually agreed 
upon. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 8 (1), 39 Stat. 427.) 

536. Land-grant roads.-Railroad companies whose railroads 
were constructed in whole or in part by a land grant made by 
Congress, on the condition that the mails should be transported 
over their roads at such price as Congress should by law 

dhect, shall receive only 80 per centum of the compensation 
otherwise authorized by this chapter. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 

5, subd. 8 (f), 39 Stat. 426.) 
537. Style, construction, and maintenance of post-office 

ears; pay for unsound cars; steel cars.-All cars or parts of 
cars used for the Railway Mail Service shall be of such con-
struction, style, length, and character, and furnished in such 
Dianne; as shall be required by the Postmaster General, and 

shall be.construeted, fitted up, maintained, heated, lighted, and 
cleaned by and at the expense-of the railroad companies. No 

pay shall be allowed for service by any railway post-office car 
which is not sound in material and construction and which is 

not equipped with sanitary drinking-water containers and toilet 
facilities, nor unless such car is regularly and thoroughly 

cleaned. The Postmaster General shall not approve or allow 
to be used, or pay for service by, any full railway post-office 
ear not constructed of steel or steel nnderframe or equally 

indestructible material; and all full railway post-office cars 
accepted for this service and contracted for by the railroad 
companies shall be constructed of steel. (July 28, 1916, c. 
261, # 5, subd. II, 39 Stat. 427.) 

538. Facilities for carrying and handling mails; cars at 
station; station room; offices for employees.-Railroad compa-
nies carrying the malls shall furnish all necessary facilities for 

caring for and handling them while in their custody. They 
shall furnish all cars or parts of cars used in the transporta-
tion and distribution of the mails, except as herein otherwise 
provided, and place them in stations before the departure of 

trains at such times and when required to do so. They shall 
provide station space and rooms for handling, storing, and 

transfer of mails in transit, including the separation thereof, 

by packages for connecting lines, and such distribution of 
registered mail in transit as may be necessary, and for offices 
for the employees of the Railway Mail Service engaged in such 
station work when required by the Postmaster General, in 

which mail from station boxes may be distributed if it does 
not require additional space. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 5, subd. 
13, 39 Stat. 427.) 

539. Selection of trains; carrying on any train.-The Post-
master General shall in all cases decide upon what trains and 
in what manner the mails shall be conveyed. Every railroad 
company carrying the mails shall carry on any train it operates, 
and with due speed, all mailable matter, equipment, and sup-
plies directed to be carried thereon. If any such railroad com-
pany shall fail or refuse to transport the rwals, equipment, 

and supplies when required by the Postmaster General on any 
train or trains it operates, such company shall be fined such 
reasonable amount as may, in the discretion of the Postmaster 
General, be deemed proper. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 

15, 39 Stat. 425.) 
540. Service operated by railroad and steamboats.-The 

provisions of sections 524 to 568, 576 and 579 of this title shall 

apply to service operated by railroad companies partly by rail-
road and partly by steamboats. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 6 5, 

Subd. 17, 39 Stat. 428.) 
541. Transportation required in manner, under conditions, 

and with service prescribed by Postmaster General; compen-
sation therefor.-All railway common carriers are hereby 
required to transport such mail matter as may be offered for 
transportation by*the United States in the manner, under the 

conditions, and with the service prescribed by the Postmaster 
General and shall be entitled to receive fair and reasonable 

compensation for such transportation and for the service con-

nected therewith. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 5, subd. 27, 39 Stat. 

429.) 
542. Interstate Commerce Commission to fix and determine 

rates and compensation.-The Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion is hereby empowered and directed to fix and determine 
from time to time the fair and reasonable rates and compen-
sation for the transportation of such mail matter .by railway 

common carriers and the service connected therewith, pre-
scribing the method or methods by weight, or space, or both, 
or otherwise, for ascertaining such rate or compensation, and 
to publish the same, and orders so made and published shall 

continue in force until changed by the commission after due 
notice and hearing. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 28, 39 

Stat. 429.) 
543. Relation between the railroads as public-service cor-

porations and the Government to be considered.-In fixing and 
determining the fair and reasonable rates for such service the 
'commission shall consider the relation existing between the 

railroads as public-service corporations and the Government, 
and the nature of such service-as distinguished, if there be a 
distinction, from the ordinary transportation business of the 
railroads. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 29, 39 Stat. 429.) 

544. Procedure for ascertaining rates.-The procedure for 
the-ascertainment of said rates and compensation shall be as 
provided in sections 645 to 554 of this title. (July 28, 1916, C. 
261, § 5, subd. 80, 39 Stat. 429.) 

545. Filing of statement by Postmaster General with Inter-
state Commerce Commission showing transportation re-
quired.-The Postmaster General shall file with the commis-
sion a statement showing the transportation required of all 
railway common carriers, including the number, equipment, 
size, and construction of the cars necessary for the trans-
action of the business; the character and speed of the trains 
which are to carry the various kinds of mail; the service, 
both terminal and en route, which the carriers are to render; 

and all other information which may be material to the in-
quiry, but such other information may be filed at any time in 
the discretion of the commission. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, 
subd. 30 (a), 39 Stat. 429.) 

546. Employment of clerical assistance; plan for transporta-

tion filed with Interstate Commerce Commission.-The Post-
master General may employ such clerical and other assistance 
as shall be necessary to carry out the provisions of sections 

524 to 568, 576 and 579 of this title, and may rent quarters in 
Washington, District of Columbia, if necessary, for the clerical 
force engaged thereon, and pay for the same out of the appro-
priation for inland transportation by railroad routes. The 
Postmaster General shall file with the commission a compre-
hensive plan for the transportation of the mails on said rail-

ways and shall embody therein what he believes to be the 
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reasonable rate or compensation the said railway carriers
should receive. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (b), 39
Stat. 430.)

547. Notice by Interstate Commerce Commission to rail-
roads; answer of railroads; hearings.-Thereupon the com-
mission shall give notice of not less than thirty days to each
carrier so required to transport mail and render service, and
upon a day to be fixed by the commission, not later than thirty
days after the expiration of the notice herein required, each
of said carriers shall make answer and the commission shall
proceed with the hearing as provided by law for other hear-
ings between carriers and shippers or associations. (July
2S, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (c), 39 Stat. 430.)

548. Taking testimony, evidence, penalties, and pro-
cedure.-All the provisions of the law for taking testimony,
securing evidence, penalties, and procedure are hereby made
applicable. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (d), 39
Stat. 430.)

549. Classification of carriers by Interstate Commerce
Commission.-For the purpose of determining and fixing rates
or compensation hereunder the commission is authorized to
make such classification of carriers as may be just and
reasonable and, where just and equitable, fix general rates
applicable to all carriers in the same classification. (July 28,
1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (e), 39 Stat. 430.)

550. Additional weighing of mails.-Pending such hearings,
and the final determination of the question, if the Interstate
Commerce Commission shall determine that it is necessary
or advisable, in order to carry out the provisions of this
chapter, to have additional and more frequent weighing of
the mails for statistical purposes, the Postmaster General,
upon request of the commission, shall provide therefor in the
manner prescribed by law, but such weighing need not be
for more than thirty days. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd.
30 (f), 39 Stat. 430.)

551. Orders of Interstate Commerce Commission establish-
ing rate or compensation.-At the conclusion of the hearing
the commission shall establish by order a fair, reasonable
rate or compensation to be received, at such stated times
as may be named in the order, for the transportation of mail
matter and the service connected therewith, and during the
continuance of the order the Postmaster General shall pay
the carrier from the appropriation for inland transportation
by railroad routes such rate or compensation. (July 28, 1916,
c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (g), 39 Stat. 430.)

552. Percentage of rates allowed land-grant railroads.-The
Interstate Commerce Commission shall allow to railroad com-
panies whose railroads were constructed in whole or in part
by a land grant made by Congress on condition that the mails
should be transported over their roads at such price as Con-
gress should by law direct only 80 per centum of the compensa-
tion paid other railroads for transporting the mails and all
service by the railroads in connection therewith. (July 28,
1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (j), 39 Stat. 430.)

553. Applications for reexaminations.-Either the Post-
master General or any such carrier may at any time after the
lapse of six months from the entry of the order assailed apply
for a reexamination. and thereupon substantially similar pro-

ee(-ldings shall be had with respect to the rate or rates for serv-
ice covered by said application, provided said carrier or carriers
have an interest therein. (July 28,1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (h),
39 Stat. 425.)

554. Powers conferred on Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion.-For the purposes of sections 524 to 568 of this title the
Interstate Commerce Commission is hereby vested with all the
powers which it is authorized by law to exercise in the investi-
gation and ascertainment of the justness and reasonableness of
freight, passenger, and express rates to be paid by private ship-
pers. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (1), 39 Stat. 430.)

555. Conveyance under special arrangement in freight
trains; rates.-The provisions of sections 524 to 568 of this
title respecting the rates of compensation shall not apply to
mails conveyed under special arrangement in freight trains, for
which rates not exceeding the usual and just freight rates may
be paid, in accordance with the classifications and tariffs
approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission. (July 28,
1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 1S, 39 Stat. 42S.)

556. Proof of performance of service.-IRailroad companies
carrying the mails shall submit, under oath when and in such
form as may be required by the Postmaster General, evidence
as to the performance of service. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5,
subd. 19, 39 Stat. 428.)

557. Information from Interstate Commerce Commission as
to revenues from express companies; rates for transporting
matter other than first class.-The Postmaster General shall,
from time to time, request information from the Interstate Com-
merce Commission as to the revenue received by railroad com-
panies from express companies for services rendered in the
transportation of express matter, and may, in his discretion,
arrange for the transportation of mail matter other than of
the first class at rates not exceeding those so ascertained and
reported to him, and it shall be the duty of the railroad com-
panies to carry such mail matter at such rates fixed by the
Postmaster General. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 20, 39
Stat. 428.)

558. Determination by Interstate Commerce Commission of
postal carload or less rate for transportation of fourth-class
matter and periodicals.-The Postmaster General may, in his
discretion, petition the Interstate Commerce Commission for
the determination of a postal carload or less-than-carload rate
for transportation of mail matter of the fourth class and peri-
odicals, and may provide for and authorize such transportation,
when practicable, at such rates, and it shall be the duty of the
railroad companies to provide and perform such service at such
rates and on the conditions prescribed by the Postmaster Gen-
eral. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 21, 39 Stat. 428.)

559. Distinguishing between several classes of matter.-The
Postmaster General may, in his discretion, distinguish between
the several classes of mail matter and provide for less frequent
dispatches of mail matter of the third and fourth classes and
periodicals when lower rates for transportation or other econ-
omies may be secured thereby without material detriment to
the service. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 22, 39 Stat. 428.)

560. Return to mails; postal cards, stamped envelopes, and
newspaper wrappers.-The Postmaster General may return to
the mails, when practicable for the utilization of car space
paid for and not needed for the mails, postal cards, stamped
envelopes, newspaper wrappers, empty mail bags, furniture,
equipment, and other supplies for the Postal Service. (July
28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 23, 39 Stat. 429.)

561. Same; empty mail bags.-The Postmaster General, in
cases of emergency between October 1 and April 1 of any year,
may return to the mails empty mail bags and other equipment
theretofore withdrawn therefrom as required by law, and,
where such return requires additional authorization of car
space pay for the transportation thereof as provided for herein
out of the appropriation for inland transportation by railroad
routes. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 24, 39 Stat. 429.)

562. Weighing mail; computations.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may have the weights of mall taken on railroad mail
routes, and computations of the average loads of the several
classes of cars and other computations for statistical and ad-
ministrative purposes made at such times as he may elect, and
pay the expense thereof out of the appropriation for inland
transportation by railroad routes. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5,
subd. 25, 39 Stat. 429.)

563. Refusal to perform service at rates or methods of
compensation provided by law.-It shall be unlawful for anv

12691269 TITLE 39.-TUE POSTAL SERVICE § 563 

reasonable rate or compensation the said railway carriers 

should receive. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (b), 39 
Stat. 430.) 

547. Notice by Interstate Commerce Commission to rail-

roads; answer of railroads; hearings.-Thereupon the com-

mission shall give notice of not less than thirty days to each 
carrier so required to transport mail and render service, and 
upon a day to be fixed by the commission, not later than thirty 

days after the expiration of the notice herein required, each 

of said carriers shall make answer and the commission shall 
proceed with the hearing as provided by law for other hear-

ings between carriers and shippers or associations. (July 
28, 1916. c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (c), 39 Stat. 430.) 

548. Taking testimony, evidence, penalties, and pro-
cedure.-All the provisions of the law for taking testimony, 

securing evidence, penalties, and procedure are hereby made 

applicable. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (d), 39 
Stat. 430.) 

549. Classification of carriers by Interstate Commerce 
Commission.-For the purpose of determining and fixing rates 

or compensation hereunder the commission is authorized to 

make such classification of carriers as may be just and 

reasonable and, where just and equitable, fix general rates 
applicable to all carriers in the same classification.., (July 28, 

1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (e), 39 Stat. 430.) 

550. Additional weighing of mails.-Pending such hearings, 
and the final determination of the question, if the Interstate 

Commerce Commission shall determine that it is necessary 

or advisable, in order to carry out the provisions of this 

chapter, to have additional and more frequent weighing of 

the mails for statistical purposes, the Postmaster General, 

upon request of the commission, shall provide therefor in the 
manner prescribed by law, but such weighing need not be 
for more than thirty days. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 

30 (f), 39 Stat. 430.) 

551. Orders of Interstate Commerce Commission establish-
ing rate or compensation.-At the conclusion of the hearing 

the commission shall establish by order a fair, reasonable 

rate or compensation to be received, at such stated times 
as may be named in the order, for the transportation of mail 

matter and the service connected therewith, and during the 
continuance of the order the Postmaster General shall pay 

the carrier from the appropriation for inland transportation 

by railroad routes such rate or compensation. (July 28, 1916, 

c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (g), 39 Stat. 430.) 
552. Percentage of rates allowed land-grant railroads.-The 

Interstate Commerce Commission shall allow to railroad com-
panies whose railroads were constructed in whole or in part 

by a land grant made by Congress on condition that the mails 

should be transported over their roads at such price as Con-

gress should by law direct only 80 per centum of the compensa-
tion paid other railroads for transporting the mails and all 

service by the railroads in connection therewith. (July 28, 
1916, e. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (j), 39 Stat. 430.) 

553. Applications for reexaminations.-Either the Post-
master General or any such carrier may at any time after the 

lapse of six months from the entry of the order assailed apply 

for a reexamination, and thereupon substantially similar pro-

ceedings shall be had with respect to the rate or rates for serv-
ice covered by said application, provided said carrier or carriers 

have an interest therein. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (h), 

39 Stat. 425.) 

554. Powers conferred on Interstate Commerce Commis-

'Mon.-For the purposes of sections 524 to 568 of this title the 

Interstate Commerce Commission is hereby vested with all the 
powers which it is authorized by law to exercise in the investi-

gation and ascertainment of the justness and reasonableness of 
freight, passenger, and express rates to be paid by private ship-

pers. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 30 (I), 39 Stat. 430.) 

555. Conveyance under special arrangement in freight 
trains; rates.-The provisions of sections 524 to 568 of this 

title respecting the rates of compensation shall not apply to 
mails conveyed under special arrangement in freight trains, for 
which rates not exceeding the usual and just freight rates may 

be paid, in accordance with the classifications and tariffs 
approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission. (July 28, 

1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 18, 39 Stat. 428.) 
556. Proof of performance of service.-Itailroad companies 

carrying the mails shall submit, under oath when and in such 
form as may be required by the Postmaster General, evidence 

as to the performance of service. (July 28, 1916, C. 261, § 5, 
subd. 19, 39 Stat. 428.) 

557. Information from Interstate Commerce Commission as 

to revenues from express companies; rates for transporting 

matter other than first class.-The Postmaster General shall, 
from time to time, request information from the Interstate Com-

merce Commission as to the revenue received by railroad com-

panies from express companies for services rendered in the 

transportation of express matter, and may, in his discretion, 

arrange for the transportation of mail matter other than of 

the first class at rates not exceeding those so ascertained and 

reported to him, and it shall be the duty of the railroad com-
panies to carry such mail matter at such rates fixed by the 

Postmaster General. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 20, 39 

Stat. 428.) 

558. Determination by Interstate Commerce Commission of 
postal carload or less rate for transportation of fourth-class 

matter and periodicals.-The Postmaster General may, in his 

discretion, petition the Interstate Commerce Commission for 

the determination of a postal carload or less-than-carload rate 

for transportation of mail matter of the fourth class and peri-

odicals, and may provide for and authorize such transportation, 
when practicable, at such rates, and it shall be the duty of the 

railroad companies to provide and perform such service at such 

rates and on the conditions prescribed by the Postmaster Gen-

eral. (July 28, 1913, c. 261, § 5, subd. 21, 39 Stat. 428.) 

559. Distinguishing between several classes of matter.-The 
Postmaster General may, in his discretion, distinguish between 

the several classes of mail matter and provide for less frequent 
dispatches of mail matter of the third and fourth classes and 

periodicals when lower rates for transportation or other econ-
omies may be secured thereby without material detriment to 

the service. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 22, 39 Stat. 428.) 
560. Return to mails; postal cards, stamped envelopes, and 

newspaper wrappers.-The Postmaster General may return to 

the mails, when practicable for the utilization of car space 
paid for and not needed for the mails, postal cards, stamped 
envelopes, newspaper wrappers, empty mail bags, furniture, 
equipment, and other supplies for the Postal Service. (July 

28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 23, 39 Stat. 429.) 
561. Same; empty mail bags.-The Postmaster General, in 

cases of emergency between October 1 and April 1 of any year, 
may return to the mails empty mail bags and other equipment 
theretofore withdrawn therefrom as required by law, and, 

where such return requires additional authorization of car 

space pay for the transportation thereof as provided for herein 
out of the appropriation for inland transportation by railroad 
routes. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 24, 39 Stat. 429.) 

562. Weighing mail; computations.-The Postmaster Gen-

eral may have the weights of mail taken on railroad mail 

routes, and computations of the average loads of the several 
classes of cars and other computations for statistical and ad-
ministrative purposes made at such times as he may elect, and 

pay the expense thereof out of the appropriation for inland 

transportation by railroad routes. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, 
subd. 25, 39 Stat. 429.) 

563. Refusal to perform service at rates or methods of 

compensation provided by law.-It shall be unlawful for any 
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railroad company to refuse to perform mail service at the rates

or methods of compensation provided by law when required
by the Postmaster General so to do, and for such offense shall

be fined $1,000. Each day of refusal shall constitute a separate

offense. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 33, 39 Stat. 431.)

564. New and additional service; reduction or discontinuance
of service.-New service and additional service may be au-
thorized at not exceeding the rates herein provided, and service

may be reduced or discontinued with pro rata reductions in pay,
as the needs of the Postal Service may require. No additional

pay shall be allowed for additional service unless specifically
authorized by the Postmaster General. (July 28, 1916, c. 261,
§ 5, subd. 9, 39 Stat. 427.)

565. Special contracts for transportation; reports of.-The
Postmaster General is authorized to make special contracts with
the railroad companies for the transportation of the mails where
in his judgment the conditions warrant the application of higher
rates than those herein specified, and make report to Congress
of all cases where such special contracts are made and the
terms and reasons therefor. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 10,
39 Stat. 427.)

566. Service over property owned by another company;
over land-grant companies.-Service over property owned or
controlled by another company or a terminal company shall be
considered service of the railroad company using such property
and not that of the other or terminal company. Service over
land-grant road shall be paid for as herein provided. (July 28,
1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 12, 39 Stat. 427.)

567. Failure to furnish cars or compartments.-If any rail-
road company carrying the mails shall fail or refuse to pro-
vide cars or apartments in cars for distribution purposes when
required by the Postmaster General, or shall fail or refuse to
construct, fit up, maintain, heat, light, and clean such cars and
provide such appliances for use in case of accident as may be
required by the Postmaster General, it shall be fined such rea-
sonable sum as may, in the discretion of the Postmaster General,
be deemed proper. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 14, 39
Stat. 428.)

568. Deductions from pay for reduction in or nonperform-
ance of service.-The Postmaster General may make deduc-
tions from the pay of railroad companies carrying the mails
under the provisions of sections 524 to 568 of this title for
reduction in service or infrequency of service where, in his
judgment, the importance of the facilities withdrawn or re-
duced requires it, and impose fines upon them for delinquencies.
He may deduct the price of the value of the service in cases
where it is not performed, and not exceeding three times
its value If the failure be occasioned by the fault of the rail-
road company. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, S 5, subd. 16, 39 Stat.
428.)

569. Rates for transportation by electric and cable cars.-
The rate of compensation to be paid per mile for inland trans-
portation of mail by electric and cable cars shall not exceed
the rate paid on April 24, 1920, to companies performing such
service, except that the Postmaster General, in cases where the
quantity of mail is large and the number of exchange points
numerous, may, in his discretion, authorize payment for closed-
pouch service at a rate per mile not to exceed one-third above
the rate per mile paid on that date for closed-pouch service;
and for mail cars and apartments carrying the mails, not to
exceed the rate of 1 cent per linear foot per car-mile of travel.
The rates for electric-car service on routes over twenty miles
in length outside of cities shall not exceed the rates paid for
service on steam railroads. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat.
1066: Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.)

570. Same; rates fixed by Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion.-The Interstate Commerce Commission is empowered

and directed to fix and determine from time to time the fair

and reasonable rates and compensation for the transportation

of mail matter by urban and interurban electric railway com-

mon carriers and the service connected therewith, prescribing

the method or methods by weight or space, or both, or other-

wise, for ascertaining such rate or compensation and to publish

same, and orders so made and published shall continue in force

until changed by the commission after due notice and hearing.

It shall be unlawful for any urban or interurban electric rail-

road to refuse to perform mail service at the rates or methods

of compensation thus provided for such service when required

by the Postmaster General so to do, and for such offense shall

be fined $100. Each day of refusal shall constitute a separate

offense. (July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 748.)

571. Contracts with railways without advertising.-The
Postmaster General may enter into contracts for carrying the
mail, with railway companies, without advertising for bids
therefor. (R. S. § 3942.)

572. Weighing of mails; readjustments.-When, during a
weighing period, on account of floods or other causes, interrup-
tions in service occur on railroad routes and the weights of
mail are decreased below the normal, or where there is an
omission to take weights, the Postmaster General, for the pur-
pose of readjusting compensation on such railroad routes as
are affected thereby, may, in his discretion, add to the weights
of mails ascertained on such routes during that part of the
weighing period when conditions are shown to have been
normal the estimated weights for that part of the weighing
period when conditions are shown to have been not normal, or
where there has been an omission to take weights, based upon
the average of weights taken during that part of the weighing
period during which conditions are shown to have been normal,
the actual weights and the estimated weights to form the basis
for the average weight per day upon which to readjust the
compensation according to law on such railroad routes for the
transportation of the mails. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 4, 39
Stat. 161.)

573. Same; withdrawal of freightable lots of postal sup-
plies.-The Postmaster General shall require, when in freight-
able lots and whenever practicable, the withdrawal from the
mails of all postal cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrap-
pers, empty mail bags, furniture, equipment, and other supplies
for the postal service, except postage stamps, in the respective
weighing divisions of the country, immediately preceding the
weighing period in said divisions, and thereafter such postal
cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, empty mail
bags, furniture, equipment, and other supplies for the Postal
Service, except postage stamps, shall be transmitted by either
freight or express. (May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 362.)

574. Readjustment of pay for mail diverted after weigh-
ing periods.-When, after a weighing of the mails for the pur-
pose of readjusting the compensation for their transportation
on a railroad route, mails are diverted therefrom or thereto,
the Postmaster General may, in his discretion, ascertain the
effect of such diversion by a weighing of such mails for such
number of successive working days as he may determine, and
have the weights stated and verified to him as in other cases,
and readjust the compensation on the routes affected accord-
ingly. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 4, 37 Stat. 55'4)

575. Weighing mails; payment of expenses of computa-
tions.-Out of the appropriation for inland mail transportation
the Postmaster General may pay rental if necessary in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, and compensation to tabulators
and clerks employed in connection with the weighings for
assistance in completing computations, in connection with the
expenses of taking the weights of mails on railroad routes, as
provided by law. (Mar. 4, 1911, e. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1334.)
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railroad company to refuse to perform mail service at the rates 
or methods of compensation provided by law when required 
by the Postmaster General so to do, and for such offense shall 

be fined $1,000. Each day of refusal shall constitute a separate 
offense. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 5, subd. 33, 39 Stat. 431.) 

564. New and additional service; reduction or discontinuance 
of service.-New service and additional service may be au-

thorized at not exceeding the rates herein provided, and service 
may be reduced or discontinued with pro rata reductions in pay, 
as the reeds of the Postal Service may require. No additional 
pay shall be allowed for additional service unless specifically 

authorized by the Postmaster General. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 

5, subd. 9, 39 Stat. 427.) 
565. Special contracts for transportation; reports of.-The 

Postmaster General is authorized to make special contracts with 

the railroad companies for the transportation of the mails where 
in his judgment the conditions warrant the application of higher 
rates than those herein specified, and make report to Congress 

of all cases where such special contracts are made and the 
terms and reasons therefor. (July 28, 1916, e. 261, § 5, subd. 10, 

39 Stat. 427.) 
566. Service over property owned by another company; 

over land-grant companies.-Service over property owned or 
controlled by another company or a terminal company shall be 
considered service of the railroad company using such property 
and not that of the other or terminal company. Service over 

land-grant road shall be paid for as herein provided. (July 28, 

1916, e. 261, § 5, subd. 12, 39 Stat. 427.) 
567. Failure to furnish cars or compartments.-It any rail-

road company carrying the mails shall fail or refuse to pro-
vide ears or apartments in cars for distribution purposes when 

required by the Postmaster General, or shall fail or refuse to 
construct, fit up, maintain, heat, light, and clean such cars and 

provide such appliances for use in case of accident as may be 
required by the Postmaster General, it shall be fined such rea-

sonable sum as may, in the discretion of the Postmaster General, 
be deemed proper. (July 28, 1916, e. 261, 1 5, subd. 14, 39 

&tat. 428.) 
568. Deductions from pay for reduction in or nonperform-

ance of service.-The Postmaster General may make deduc-
tions from the pay of railroad companies carrying the mails 
under the provisions of sections 524 to 568 of this title for 

reduction in service or infrequency of service where, in his 
judgment, the importance of the facilities withdrawn or re-

duced requires it, and impose fines upon them for delinquencies. 
He may deduct the price of the value of the service in cases 
where it is not performed, and not exceeding three times 
its value if the failure be occasioned by the fault of the rail-
road company. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 1 5, subd. 16, 39 Stat. 

428.) 
569. Rates for transportation by electric and cable cars.-

The rate of compensation to be paid per mile for inland trans-
portation of mail by electric and cable cars shall not exceed 
the rate paid on April 24, 1920, to companies performing such 

service, except that the Postmaster General, in cases where the 
quantity of mail is large and the number of exchange points 

numerous, may, in his discretion, authorize payment for closed-
pouch service at a rate per mile not to exceed one-third above 
the rate per mile paid on that date for closed-pouch service; 

and for mail ears and apartments carrying the mails, not to 
exceed the rate of 1 cent per linear foot per car-mile of travel. 
The rates for electric-ear service on routes over twenty miles 
in length outside of cities shall not exceed the rates paid for 
service on steam railroads. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 
1066: Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.) 

570. Same; rates fixed by Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion.-The Interstate Commerce Commission is empowered 

and directed to fix and determine from time to time the fair 
and reasonable rates and compensation for the transportation 
of mail matter by urban and interurban electric railway com-
mon carriers and the service connected therewith, prescribing 
the method or methods by weight or space, or both, or other-

wise, for ascertaining such rate or compensation and to publish 
same, and orders so made and published shall continue in force 

until changed by the commission after due notice and hearing. 
It shall be unlawful for any urban or interurban electric rail-
road to refuse to perform mail service at the rates or methods 
of compensation thus provided for such service when required 

by the Postmaster General so to do, and for such offense shall 
be fined $100. Each day of refusal shall constitute a separate 

offense. (July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 748.) 

571. Contracts with railways without advertising.-The 
Postmaster General may enter into contracts for carrying the 

mail, with railway companies, without advertising for bids 

therefor. (R. S. § 3942.) 

572. Weighing of mails; readjustments.-When, during a 
weighing period, on account of floods or other causes, interrup-
tions in service occur on railroad routes and the weights of 
mall are decreased below, the normal, or where there is an 

omission to take weights, the Postmaster General, for the pur-
pose of readjusting compensation on such railroad routes as 

are affected thereby, may, in his discretion, add to the weights 
of mails ascertained on such routes during that part of the 
weighing period when conditions are shown to have .been 
normal the estimated weights for that part of the weighing 
period when conditions are shown to have been not normal, or 
where there has been an omission to take weights, based upon 
the average of weights taken during that part of the weighing 

period during which conditions are shown to have been normal, 
the actual weights and the estimated weights to form the basis 
for the average weight per day upon which to readjust the 
compensation according to law on such railroad routes for the 
transportation of the mails. (May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 4, 39 

Stat. 161.) 
573. Same; withdrawal of freightable lots of postal sup-

plies.-The Postmaster General shall require, when in freight-
able lots and whenever practicable, the withdrawal from the 

mails of all postal cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrap-
pers, empty mail bags, furniture, equipment, and other supplies 
for the postal service, except postage stamps, in the respective 

weighing divisions of the country, immediately preceding the 
weighing period in said divisions, and thereafter such postal 
cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, empty mail 
bags, furniture, equipment, and other supplies for the Postal 

Service, except postage stamps, shall be transmitted by either 
freight or express. (May 12, 1910, c. 230, 36 Stat. 362.) 

574. Readjustment of pay for mail diverted after weigh-
ing periods.-When, after a weighing of the mails for the par-
pose of readjusting the compensation for their transportation 

on a railroad route, mails are diverted therefrom or thereto, 
the Postmaster General may, in his discretion, ascertain the 

effect of such diversion by a weighing of such mails for such 

number of successive working days as he may determine, and 
have the weights stated and verified to him as in other cases, 
and readjust the compensation on the routes affected accord-
ingly. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, 1 4, 37 Stat. 554.) 

575. Weighing mails; payment of expenses of computa-
tions.-Out of the appropriation for inland mail transportation 
the Postmaster General may pay rental if necessary in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, and compensation to tabulators. 
and clerks employed in connection with the weighings for 
assistance in completing computations, in connection with the 
expenses of taking the weights of mails on railroad routes, as 

provided by law. (Mar. 4, 1911, e. 241, 1 1, 36 Stat 1334.) 
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576. Sending second-class matter by freight; discrimina-
tions; appeals; precedence of proceedings in Court of Ap-
peals.-No publication shall be sent by freight if such
method of transportation results in unfair discrimination.
Whenever the owner of any publication required by an order
of the Post Office Department to be transmitted by freight
believes that he is unfairly discriminated against, he may apply
to the Post Office Department for an opportunity to be heard;
and upon such application being duly filed in writing, the owner
of such publication shall have opportunity for a full and fair
hearing before said department, and pending final determina-
tion no change shall be made in the method of transportation
of such publication as ordered by the department. The testi-
mony in any such hearing or proceedings shall be reduced to
writing and filed in the Post Office Department prior to enter-
ing an order upon such hearing. Upon such hearing if the
Post Office Department decides adversely to the contention of
the publisher, such publisher shall have the right, within the
period of twenty days after the date of the order of the Post
Office Department made upon such hearing, to appeal to the
United States Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia,
for a review of such order by said court of appeals, by filing
in the court a written petition praying that the order of the
Post Office Department be set aside. A copy of such petition
shall be forthwith served upon the Post Office Department and
thereupon the said department forthwith shall certify and file
in the court a transcript of the record and testimony. Upon
the filing of such transcript the court shall have jurisdiction
to affirm, set aside or modify the order of the department.

The jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals of the District of
Columbia to affirm, set aside or modify such orders of the
Post Office Department shall be exclusive.

Such proceedings in the Court of Appeals of the District of
Columbia shall be given precedence over other cases pending
therein and shall be in every way expedited. (July 28, 1916,
c. 261, § 2, 39 Stat. 424.)

577. Lease of terminal railway post offices.-The Postmaster
General may apply a part of the appropriation for rental of
space for terminal railway post offices for the distribution of
the mails when the furnishing of space for such distribution
can not properly be required of railroad companies without
additional compensation, to the purpose of leasing premises
for the use of terminal railway post offices at a reasonable
annual rental, to be paid quarterly, for a term not exceeding
twenty years. (Mar. 9, 1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 301; Apr. 24,
1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.)

578. Mail messengers.-The Postmaster General may employ
such mail-messenger service as may be necessary for the
carriage of the mails in connection with railroad and steam-
boat service, transfer service between depots, over bridges or
ferries, between post offices, post offices and branch offices
or stations, in cases where by the laws and regulations of
the Post Office Department, railroad companies, steamboat
companies, and the masters of vessels are not required to
deliver into and take from the post offices the mails carried
on their lines or vessels. (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 346, 24 Stat. 492.)

579. Same; contracts for service.-In the discretion of the
Postmaster General, postmasters, assistant postmasters, and
clerks at post offices of the third class, and postmasters,
assistant postmasters, and clerks at post offices of the fourth
class may enter into contracts for the performance of mail-
messenger service. and allowance may be made therefor from
the appropriations for mail-messenger service. The total
amount payable under such contract to any postmaster, assist-
ant postmaster, or clerk shall not exceed $300 in any one year.
Spelcial-delivery messengers at post offices of all classes may
enter into contracts for mail-messenger service. (July 28,
1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 418; June 3, 1924, c. 237, 43 Stat. 356.)

§ 60
Chapter 16.-RAILWAY MAIL OFFICERS AND EM-

PLOYEES.
Sec.
601. Expenses of officers of Railway Mail Service.
602. Salaries of division superintendents, assistant division superin-

tendents, assistant superintendents at large, assistant super-
intendents in charge of car construction, chief clerks, and
assistant chief clerks.

603. Assistant superintendents; traveling expenses.
604. Expenses of supervisory employees.
(i65. Rating of clerks in charge of sections in offices of division super-

intendents.
606. Laborers; grades; salaries.
607. Same; promotion; readjustment of grades.
608. Classification of railway postal clerks.
609. Railway postal clerks; appointment.
610. Same; classes and grades; salaries.
611. Same; original appointments; time of promotion.
612. Same; readjustment of grades.
613. Same; hours of service; overtime pay or compensatory time..
614. Substitute clerks; probationary period; pay; credit for time

served as probationers on appointment as regular clerks;
promotion.

615. Same; full-time and travel expenses when traveling under orders.
616. Compensatory time to laborers or railway postal clerks at ter-

minal railway post offices and transfer offices for work on
Sundays or holidays; overtime in lieu thereof.

617. Classes of railway post-office lines; promotion of cterks.
618. Classes of terminal railway post offices; promotion of clerks.
619. Classes of transfer offices; promotion of clerks.
620. Clerk in charge defined.
621. Promotion of clerks assigned to offices of division superin-

tendents or chief clerks.
622. Promotion of examiners.
623. Promotion for meritorious services.
624. Same; transfer.
625. Same; failing of promotion.
626. Same; in highest grades of their lines; promotions.
627. Same; restoration after reduction in grade.
628. Same; advancement restricted.
629. Hours of work for postal clerks assigned to terminal railway post

offices and transfer offices, and laborers in Railway Mail Serv-
ice; overtime pay.

630. Postal clerks assigned to road duty; full time for delay to trains.
631. Postal clerks; residences.
632. Transfer; salaries not reduced. -
633. Same; travel allowances.
634. Same; preference In transfers from service to department or poR.

offices.
635. Same; annual vacation.
636. Same; full time to clerks deadheading under orders.
637. Substitutes for clerks absent otherwise than on annual leave.
638. Badges of postal clerks and mail messengers.
639. Newspapers; delivery by railway postal clerks.

Section 601. Expenses of officers of Railway Mail Service.-
The superintendent and the assistant general superintendent
and chief clerk of the Railway Mail Service shall be paid their
necessary and actual expenses while traveling on the business
of the department. (Apr. 16, 1890, c. 85, 26 Stat. 56.)

602. Salaries of division superintendents, assistant division
superintendents, assistant superintendents at large, assistant
superintendents in charge of car construction, chief clerks, and
assistant chief clerks.-The annual salaries of employees of the
Railway Mail Service shall be as follows: Division superintend-
ents, $4,500; assistant division superintendents and assistant
superintendents at large, $3,600; assistant superintendent in
charge of car construction, $3,300; chief clerks, $3,300; assistant
chief clerks, $2,800. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1061.)

603. Assistant superintendents; traveling expenses.-
Assistant superintendents may receive a per diem allowance in
lieu of actual and necessary traveling expenses at the rate of
$4 per day while actually traveling on business of the depart-
ment away from their several designated headquarters. (Mar.
3, 1901, c. 851, §1, 31 Stat. 1105.)

604. Expenses of supervisory employees.-Supervisory em-
ployees of the Railway Mail Service shall be paid their actual
expenses as fixed by law. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat.
1055.)
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576. Sending second-class matter by freight; discrimina-

tions; appeals; precedence of proceedings in Court of Ap-
peals.—No publication shall be sent by freight if such 

method of transportation results in unfair discrimination. 
Whenever the owner of any publication required by an order 
of the Post Office Department to be transmitted by freight 

believes that he is unfairly discriminated against, he may apply 
to the Post Office Department for an opportunity to be heard; 
and upon such application being duly filed in writing, the owner 
of such publication shall have opportunity for a full and fair 
hearing before said department, and pending final determina-

tion no change shall be made in the method of transportation 
of such publication as ordered by the department. The testi-

mony in any such hearing or proceedings shall be reduced to 
writing and filed in the Post Office Department prior to enter-
ing an order upon such hearing. Upon such hearing if the 
Post Office Department decides adversely to the contention of 
the publisher, such publisher shall have the right, within the 
period of twenty days after the date of the order of the Post 
Office Department made upon such hearing, to appeal to the 
United States Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, 
for a review of such order by said court of appeals, by filing 
in the court a written petition praying that the order of the 
Post Office Department be set aside. A copy of such petition 
shall be forthwith served upon the Post Office Department and 
thereupon the said department forthwith shall certify and file 
in the court a transcript of the record and testimony. Upon 
the filing of such transcript the court shall have jurisdiction 
to affirm, set aside or modify the order of the department. 
The jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals of the District of 

Columbia to affirm, set aside or modify such orders of the 
Post Office Department shall be exclusive. 

Such proceedings in the Court of Appeals of the District of 

Columbia shall be given precedence over other cases pending 
therein and shall be in every way expedited. (July 28, 1916, 
c. 261, § 2, 39 Stat. 424.) 

577. Lease of terminal railway post offices.—The Postmaster 

General may apply a part of the appropriation for rental of 
space for terminal railway post offices for the distribution of 
the mails when the furnishing of space for such distribution 
can not properly be required of railroad companies without 
additional compensation, to the purpose of leasing premises 
for the use of terminal railway post offices at a reasonable 
annual rental, to be paid quarterly, for a term not exceeding 
twenty years. (Mar. 9, 1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 301; Apr. 24, 
1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.) . 

578. Mail messengers.—The Postmaster General may employ 
such mail-messenger service as may be necessary for the 
carriage of the mails in connection with railroad and steam-
boat service, transfer service between depots, over bridges or 
ferries, between post offices, post offices and branch offices 
or stations, in cases where by the laws and regulations of 

the Post Office Department, railroad companies, steamboat 
companies, and the masters of vessels are not required to 
deliver into and take from the post offices the mails carried 
on their lines or vessels. (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 346, 24 Stat. 492.) 

579. Same; contracts for service.—In the discretion of the 

Postmaster General, postmasters, assistant postmasters, and 
clerks at post offices of the third class, and postmasters, 
assistant postmasters, and clerks at post offices of the fourth 
class may enter into contracts for the performance of mail. 
messenger service. and allowance may be made therefor from 
the appropriations for mail-messenger service. The total 
amount payable under such contract to any postmaster, assist-
ant postmaster, or clerk shall not exceed $300 in any one year. 
Special-delivery messengers at post offices of all classes may 
enter into contracts for mail-messenger service. (July 28, 

1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 418; June 3, 1924, c. 237, 43 Stat. 356.) 

Chapter I0.—RAILWAY MAIL OFFICERS AND EM-
PLOYEES. 

Sec. 
601. 
602. 

Expenses of officers of Railway Mall Service. 
Salaries of division superintendents, assistant division superin-

tendents, assistant superintendents at large, assistant super-
intendents in charge of car construction, chief clerks, and 
assistant chief clerks. 

603. Assistant superintendents; traveling expenses. 
604. Expenses of supervisory employees. 
tika5. Rating of clerks in charge of sections in offices of division super-

intendents. 
606. Laborers; grades ; salaries. 
607. Same; promotion; readjustment of grades. 
608. Classification of railway postal clerks. 
609. Railway postal clerks; appointment. 
610. Same; classes and grades; salaries. 
611. Same; original appointments; time of promotion. 
612. Same; readjustment of grades. 
613. Same; hours of service; overtime pay or compensatory time.. 
614. Substitute clerks; probationary period; pay; credit for time 

served as probationers on appointment as regular clerks; 
promotion. 

615. Same; full-time and travel expenses when traveling under orders. 
616. Compensatory time to laborers or railway postal clerks at ter-

minal railway post offices and transfer offices for work on 
Sundays or holidays; overtime in lieu thereof. 

617. Classes of railway post-office lines; promotion of ()Jerks. 
618. Classes of terminal railway post offices; promotion of clerks. 
619. Classes of transfer offices; promotion of clerks. 
620. Clerk in charge defined. 
621. Promotion of clerks assigned to offices of division 

tendents or chief clerks. 
622. Promotion of examiners. 
623. Promotion for meritorious services. 
624. Same; transfer. 
625. Same; falling of promotion. 
626. Same; in highest grades of their lines; promotions. 
627. Same; restoration after reduction in grade. 
028. Same; advancement restricted. 
629. Hours of work for postal clerks assigned to terminal railway post 

offices and transfer offices, and laborers in Railway Mall Serv-
ice; overtime pay. 

630. Postal clerks assigned to road duty; full time for delay to trains.. 
631. Postal clerks; residences. 
632. Transfer; salaries not reduced. - 
633. Bame; travel allowances. 
634. Same; preference in transfers from service to department or post. 

offices. 
635. Same; annual vacation. 
636. Same; full time to clerks deadheading under orders. 
637. Substitutes for clerks absent otherwise than on annual leave. 
638. Badges of postal clerks and mail messengers. 
639. Newspapers; delivery by railway postal clerks. 

Section 601. Expenses of officers of Railway Mail Service.— 
The superintendent and the assistant general superintendent 
and chief clerk of the Railway Mail Service shall be paid their 
necessary and actual expenses while traveling on the business 
of the department. (Apr. 16, 1890, c. 85, 26 Stat. 56.) 

602. Salaries of division superintendents, assistant division 
superintendents, assistant superintendents at large, assistant 
superintendents in charge of car construction, chief clerks, and 
assistant chief clerks.—The annual salaries of employees of the 
Railway Mail Service shall be as follows: Division superintend-
ents, $4,500; assistant division superintendents and assistant 
superintendents at large, $3,600; assistant superintendent in 
charge of car construction, $3,300; chief clerks, $3,300; assistant 
chief clerks, $2,800. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1061.) 

603. Assistant superintendents; traveling expenses.— 
Assistant superintendents may receive a per diem allowance in 
lieu of actual and necessary traveling expenses at the rate of 
$4 per day while actually traveling on business of the depart-
ment away from their several designated headquarters. (Mar. 
3, 1901, c. 851, §1, 31 Stat. 1105.) 

604.. Expenses of supervisory employees.—Supervisory em-
ployees of the Railway Mail Service shall be paid their actual 

expenses as fixed by law. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 
1055.) 

superin. 
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605. Rating of clerks in charge of sections in offices of divi-
sion superintendents.-The clerks in charge of sections in the
offices of the division superintendents shall be rated as assistant
chief clerks at $2,800 salary. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43
Stat. 1062.)

606. Laborers; grades; salaries.-Laborers in the Railway
Mail Service shall be divided into two grades with annual
salaries as follows: Grade 1, salary $1,500; grade 2, $1,600.
(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062.)

607. Same; promotion; readjustment of grades.-Laborers
shall be promoted to grade 2 after one year's satisfactory
service in grade 1. In the readjustment of the service to con-
form to the grades herein provided for laborers, each grade
shall include laborers in the grade of the same number existing
on December 31, 1924. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062.)

608. Classification of railway postal clerks.-The Post.
master General shall classify and fix the salaries of railway
postal clerks, under such regulations as he may prescribe, in
the grades provided by law. He may assign to the offices of
division superintendents and chief clerks such railway postal
clerks as may be necessary and fix their salaries within the
grades provided by law without regard to the classification of
railway post'offices. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 555.)

609. Railway postal clerks; appointment.-The Postmaster
General may appoint railway postal clerks in such manner and
of such respective grades and salaries aas may be provided for
In the annual appropriation acts for the service of the Post
Office Department, for the purpose. of sorting and distributing
the mail in railway post offices, railway post-office terminals
and transfer offices, and for service in the offices of division
superintendents and chief clerks, and as transfer clerks and
such other services as may pertain to the Railway Mail Service.
Such clerks shall be designated as railway postal clerks. (Aug.
24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 555.)

610. Same; classes and grades; salaries.-Railway postal
clerks shall be divided into two classes, class A and class B,
and into seven grades with annual salaries as follows: Grade
1, salary $1,900; grade 2, salary $2,000; grade 3, salary
$2,150; grade 4, salary $2,300; grade 5, salary $2,450;
grade 6, salary $2,600; grade 7, salary $2,700. (Feb. 28, 1925,
c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062.)

611. Same; original appointments; time of promotion.-
All original appointments shall be made to the rank of sub-
stitute railway postal clerk, and promotions shall be made
successively at the beginning of the quarter following a total
satisfactory service of three hundred and six days in the next
lower grade. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 380, § 7, 87 Stat. 556; Feb. 28,
1925, c. 368, § 7, 43-Stat. 1062.)

612. Same; readjustment of grades.-In the readjustment of
the service to conform to the grades herein provided, each
grade shall include clerks in the grade of the same number
existing on December 31, 1924. (Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 7,
43 Stat. 1062.)

613. Same; hours of service; overtime pay or compensa-
tory time.-Service of clerks shall be based on an average of
not exceeding eight hours daily for three hundred and six
days per annum, including proper allowances for all service
required on lay-off periods. Clerks required to perform service
in excess of eight hours daily, as herein provided, shall be
paid in cash at the annual rate of pay or granted compensatory
time at their option for such overtime. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,
§ 7, 43 Stat. 1063.)

614. Substitute clerks; probationary period; pay; credit for
time served as probationers on appointment as regular
clerks; promotion.-Substitute railway postal clerks shall be
paid for services actually performed at the rate of $1,850
per annum, the first year of service to constitut a proba-

tionary period, and when appointed regular clerks shall receive
credit on the basis of one year of actual service perforitmed
as a substitute and be appointed to the grade to which sulch
eclerk would have progressed had his original appointment as
a substitute been to grade 1. Any fractional part of a year's
substitute service will be included with his service as a regular
clerk in determining eligibility for promotion to the next
higher grade following appointment to a regular position.
(Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1213; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7,
43 Stat. 1062.)

615. Same; full time and travel expenses when traveling
under orders.-Substitute railway postal clerks shall be cred-
ited with full time while traveling under orders of the depart-
ment to and from their designated headquarters to take up an
assignment, together with actual and necessary travel expenses,
not to exceed $3 per day, while on duty away from such head-
quarters. When a substitute clerk performs service in a rail-
way post office starting from his official headquarters he shall
be allowed travel expenses under the law applying to clerks
regularly assigned to the run. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43
Stat. 1062.)

616. Compensatory time to laborers or railway postal
clerks at terminal railway post offices and transfer offices for
work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in lien thereof.-
When the needs of the service require the employment on
Sundays or holidays of laborers or railway postal clerks at
terminal railway post offices and transfer offices, they shall be
allowed compensatory time on one day within six days next
succeeding the Sunday, except the last three Sundays In the
calendar year, and on one day within thirty days next suc-
ceeding the holiday and the last three Sundays in the year on
which service is performed: Provided, however, That the Post-
master General may, if the exigencies of the service require it,
authorize the payment of overtime for service on the last three
Sundays in the calendar year or on Christmas Day in lieu of
compensatory time. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.)

617. Classes of railway post-office lines; promotion of
clerks.-Railway post-office lines shall be divided into two
classes, class A and class B, and clerks assigned to class A
lines shall be promoted successively to grade 4 and clerks in
charge to grade 5. Clerks assigned to class B lines shall be
promoted successively to grade 5 and clerks in charge to
grade 6. Lines in class A existing on December 31, 1924, shall
be continued In class A, and lines in class B existing on that
date shall be continued In class B. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7,
43 Stat. 1062.)

618. Classes of terminal railway post offices; promotion of
clerks.-Terminal railway post offices shall be divided into
two classes, class A and class B; those having less than twenty
employees shall be assigned to class A, and those having
twenty or more employees shall be assigned to class B. Clerks
in class A terminals shall be promoted successively to grade 4,
and clerks in charge of tours to grade 5. Clerks in class B
terminals shall be promoted successively to grade 5, and
clerks in charge of tours to grade 6. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7,
43 Stat. 1063.)

619. Classes of transfer offices; promotion of clerks.-
Transfer offices shall be divided Into two classes, class A and
class B; those having less than five employees shall be assigned
to class A and those having five or more employees to class B.
Clerks in class A shall be promoted successively to grade 4,
and clerks in charge of tours to grade 5. Clerks in class B
shall be promoted successively to grade 5, and clerks in charge
of tours to grade 6. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.)

620. Clerk in charge defined.-A clerk in charge is defined as
a clerk in charge of a railway post office, terminal railway post
office, or transfer office whether he performs service alone or
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605. Rating of clerks in charge of sections in offices of divi-
sion superintendents.-The clerks in charge of sections in the 
offices of the division superintendents shall be rated as assistant 

chief clerks at $2,800 salary. (Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 7, 43 
Stat. 1062.) 

606. Laborers; grades; salaries.-Laborers in the Railway 
Mail Service shall be divided into two grades with annual 
salaries as follows: Grade 1, salary $1,500; grade 2, $1,600. 
(Feb. 28, 192.5, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062.) 

607. Same; promotion; readjustment of grades.-Laborers 
shall be promoted to grade 2 after one year's satisfactory 
service in grade 1. In the readjustment of the service to con-
form to the grades herein provided for laborers, each grade 
shall include laborers in the grade of the same number existing 
on December 31, 1924. (Feb. 28, 1925, C. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062.) 

qoes. Classification of railway postal clerks.-The Post-
master General shall cisssify and fix the salaries of railway 
postal clerks, under such regulations as he may prescribe, in 
the grades provided by law. He may assign to the offices of 
division superintendents and chief clerks such railway postal 
clerks as may be necessary and fix their salaries within the 
grades provided by law without regard to the classification of 
railway nosteoffices. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 555.) 

609. Railway postal clerks; appointment.-The Postmaster 
General may appoint railway postal clerks in such manner and 
of such respective grades and salaries as may be provided for 
in the annual appropriation acts for the service of the Post 
Office Department, for the purpose of sorting and distributing 
the mail in railway post offices, railway post-office terminals 
and transfer offices, and for service in the offices of division 
superintendents and chief clerks, and as transfer clerks and 
such other services as may pertain to the Railway Mail Service. 
klueh clerks shall be designated as railway postal clerks. (Aug. 
24, 1912, e. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 555.) 

610. Same; classes and grades; salaries.-Railway postal 
clerks shall be divided Into two classes, class A and class B, 
and into seven grades with annual salaries as follows: Grade 
1, salary $1,900; grade 2, salary $2,000; grade 3, salary 
$2,150; grade 4, salary $2,300; grade 5, salary $2,450; 
grade 6, salary $2,600; grade 7, salary $2,700. (Feb. 28, 1925, 
c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062.) 

611. Same; original appointments; time of promotion.-
All original appointments shall be made to the rank of sub-
stitute railway postal clerk, and promotions shall be made 
successively at the beginning of the quarter following a total 
satisfactory service of three hundred and six days in the next 
lower grade. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 87 Stat. 558; Feb. 28, 
1925, e. 368, § 7, 43-Stat. 1082.) 

612. Same; readjustment of grades.-In the readjustment of 
the service to conform to the grades herein provided, each 

grade shall include clerks in the grade of the same number 
existing on December 31, 1924. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 
43 Stat. 1062.) 

613. Same; hours of service; overtime pay or compensa-
tory time.  Strvice of clerks shall be based on an average of 

not exceeding eight hours daily for three hundred and six 
days per annum, including proper allowances for all service 
required on lay-off periods. Clerks required to perform service 
in excess of eight hours daily, as herein provided, shall be 
paid in cash at the annual rate of pay or granted compensatory 

time at their option for such overtime. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 
7, 43 Stat. 1063.) 

614. Substitute clerks; probationary period; pay; credit for 
time served as probationers on appointment as regular 
clerks; promotion.-Substitute railway postal clerks shall be 
paid for services actually performed at the rate of $1,850 

Per annum, the first year of service to constitute a proba-

tionary period, and when appointed regular clerks shall receive 
credit on the basis of one year of actual service perforinid 
as a substitute and be appointed to the grade to which such 
clerk would have progressed had his original appointment as 

a substitute been to grade 1. Any fractional part of a year's 
substitute service will be included with his service as a regular 
clerk in determining eligibility for promotion to the next 
higher grade following appointment to a regular position. 

(Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 1213; Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 7, 
43 Stat. 1062.) 

615. Same; fun time and travel expenses when traveling 
under orders.-Substitute railway postal clerks shall be cred-
ited with full time while traveling under orders of the depart-
ment to and from their designated headquarters to take up an 
assignment, together with actual and necessary travel expenses, 
not to exceed $3 per day, while on duty away from such head-
quarters. When a substitute clerk performs service in a rail-
way post office starting from his official headquarters he shall 
be allowed travel expenses under the law applying to clerks 
regularly assigned to the run. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 
Stat. 1062.) 

616. Compensatory time to laborers or railway postal 
clerks at terminal railway post offices and transfer offices for 

work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in lien thereof.-
When the needs of the service require the employment on 

Sundays or holidays of laborers or railway postal clerks at 
terminal railway post offices and transfer offices, they shall be 
allowed compensatory time on one day within six days next 
succeeding the Sunday, except the last three Sundays in the 
calendar year, and on one day within thirty days next suc-
ceeding the holiday and the last three Sundays in the year on 

which service is performed: Provided, however, That the Post-
master General may, if the exigencies of the service require it, 
authorise the payment of overtime for service on the last three 
Sundays in the calendar year or on Christmas Day in lieu of 
compensatory time. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.) 

617. Classes of railway post-office lines; promotion of 
clerks.-Railway post-office lines shall be divided into two 
classes, class A and class B, and clerks assigned to class A 

lines shall be promoted successively to grade 4 and clerks in 
charge to grade 5. Clerks assigned to class B lines shall be 
promoted successively to grade 5 and clerks in charge to 

grade 6. Lines in class A existing on December 31, 1924, shall 
be continued in class A, and lines in class B existing on that 
date shall be continued in class B. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 
43 Stat. 1062.) 

618. Classes of terminal railway post offices; promotion of 
clerks.-Terminal railway post offices shall be divided into 
two classes, class A and class B; those having less than twenty 
employees shall be assigned to class A, and those having 

twenty or more employees shall be assigned to class B. Clerks 
in class A terminals shall be promoted successively to grade 4, 

and clerks in charge of tours to grade 5. Clerks in class B 
terminals shall be promoted successively to grade 5, and 
clerks in charge of tours to grade 6. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 
43 Stat. 1063.) 

619. Classes of transfer offices; promotion of clerks.-
Transfer offices shall be divided into two classes, class A and 
class B; those having less than five employees shall be assigned 
to class A and those having five or more employees to class 13. 

Clerks in class A shall be promoted successively to grade 4, 
and clerks in charge of tours to grade 5. Clerks in class B 

shall be promoted successively to grade 5, and clerks in chargt 

of tours to grade 6. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.) 
620. Clerk in charge defined.-A clerk in charge is defined as 

a clerk in charge of a railway post office, terminal railway post 
office, or transfer office whether he performs service alone or 
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has a crew of clerks under his supervision, or of a tour or a
crrw within a tour of a terminal railway post office or transfer
office. (June 5, 1920, c. 254. 41 Stat. 1050.)

621. Promotion of clerks assigned to offices of division su-
perintendents or chief clerks.-Clerks assigned to the office
of division superintendent or chief clerk shall be promoted
successively to grade 4, and in the office of division superin-
tendent four clerks may be promoted to grade 5 and eight
clerks to grade 6, and in the office of chief clerk one clerk may
be promoted to grade 5 and two clerks to grade 6. (Feb. 28,
1925. c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.)

- 622. Promotion of examiners.-Examiners shall be pro-
moted successively to grade 6 and assistant examiners to grade

5 whether assigned to the office of division superintendent or
chief clerk. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.)

623. Promotions for meritorious services.-Promotions above
these grades hereinbefore specified, but within the maximum
grades of the classification, may be made in the discretion of
the Postmaster General for meritorious service. No promotion
shall be made except upon evidence satisfactory to the Post
Office Department of the efficiency and faithfulness of the em-

ployee during the preceding year. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7,
37 Stat. 556.)

624. Same; transfer.-A clerk of any grade of any classifi-
cation of railway post offices, terminal railway post offices,

transfer offices, or in the office of a division superintendent or
chief clerk. may be transferred and assigned to any classifica-
tion of railway post offices, terminal railway post offices,
transfer offices, or to an office of a division superintendent or
chief clerk under such regulations as the Postmaster General
may deem proper. (Aug. 24. 1912. c. 389. § 7. 37 Stat. 556.)

625. Same; failing of promotion.-Whenever the promotion

of an employee provided for in this chapter is withheld because

of unsatisfactory service such employee may be promoted at
the beginning of the second quarter thereafter or any sub-
sequent quarter on evidence that his record has been satis-
factory during the intervening period. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389,

1 7, 37 Stat. 556; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.)
626. Same; in highest grades of their lines; promotions.-

Clerks in the highest grade in their respective lines or other

assignments shall be eligible for promotion to positions of

clerks in charge in said lines or corresponding positions in

other assignments, and clerks assigned as assistant chief

clerks and clerks in charge of crews consisting of more than

one clerk, either assigned to the line, the transfer service, or

to a terminal railway post office, and clerks in the highest

grades in offices of division superintendents in their respective
divisions, shall, after two years of continuous service in such

capacity, be eligible for promotion to positions of chief clerks
in said division for satisfactory, efficient, and faithful service
during the preceding two-year period, under such regulations
as the Postmaster General shall prescribe. (Aug. 24, 1912,

c. 389, S 7, 37 Stat. 556.)
627. Same; restoration after reduction in grade.-Whenever

an employee provided for in this chapter shall have been
reduced in salary for any cause he may be restored to his
fo rmer grade or advanced to an intermediate grade at the
beginning of any quarter following the reduction, and a res-

toration to a former grade or advancement to an intermediate

grade shall not be construed as a promotion within the mean-

ing of the law prohibiting advancement of more than one

grade within one year. All employees provided for in this

chapter in automatic grades who have not reached the maxi-

mum grades to which they are entitled to progress automatic-

ally, shall be promoted at the beginning of the quarter following

the completion of one year's satisfactory service since their

last promotion, regardless of any increases granted them by

§ 635

the provisions of this chapter. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 37
Stat. 556: Feb. 28, 1925. c. 368. § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.)

628. Same; advancement restricted.-In filling positions be-
low that of chief clerk no clerk shall be advanced more than
one grade in a period of a year. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7,
37 Stat. 556.)

629. Hours of work for postal clerks assigned to terminal
railway post offices and transfer offices, and laborers in Rail-
way Mail Service; overtime pay.-Railway postal clerks as-
signed to terminal railway post offices and transfer offices
and laborers in the Railway Mail Service shall be required

to work not more than eight hours a day, and the eight hours
of service shall not extend over a longer period than ten con-
secutive hours, but in cases of emergency, or if the needs of
the service require, they may be required to work in excess
of eight hours a day, and for such additional service they
shall be paid in proportion to their salaries as fixed by law.
(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.)

630. Postal clerks assigned to road duty; full time for
delay to trains.-Clerks assigned to road duty shall be credited
with full time for delays to trains equal to the period of time
between the scheduled arrival and actual arrival of the train
at destination of run. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat.

1063.)

631. Postal clerks; residences.-All clerks appointed to the

Railway Mail Service and to perform duty on railway post
offices shall reside at some point on the route to which they

are assigned; but railway postal clerks appointed prior to

February 28, 1895, and performing such duty on August 24,

1912, shall not be required to change their residences, except

when transferred to another line. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7,

37 Stat. 556.)

632. Transfer; salaries not reduced,-When railway postal

clerks are transferred from one assignment to another because

of changes in the service their salaries shall not be reduced by

reason of such change. (Mar. 3,1917, c. 162, § 1,39 Stat. 1065.)

633. Same; travel allowances.-In addition to the salaries

provided by law, the Postmaster General may make travel

allowances in lieu of actual expenses, at fixed rates per

annum, not exceeding in the aggregate the sum annually

appropriated, to railway postal clerks, acting railway postal

clerks, and substitute railway postal clerks, including substitute

railway postal clerks for railway postal clerks granted leave

with pay on account of sickness, assigned to duty in railway

post-office cars, while on duty, after ten hours from the time of

beginning their initial run, under such regulations as he may

prescribe, and in no case shall such an allowance exceed $3 per

day. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1. 37 Stat. 548; Mar. 3, 1917,

c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1065; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 5 7,43 Stat. 1062.)

634. Same; preference in transfers from service to depart-

ment or post offices.-In the assignment or transfer of clerks

from the Railway Mail Service, preference shall be given to

the persons honorably discharged 1rom the military or naval

service who served in the civil war and who are serving as

clerks on the railway mail ears in order that they may be

transferred to clerical service in the department or in the post

offices and relieved from service on said cars as rapidly as

practicable, provided they are found to possess the business

capacity necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of

the offices to which they may be transferred. (Jane 26, 1906,

c. 3546, 34 Stat. 474.)
635. Same; annual vacation.-The Postmaster General may

allow railway postal clerks an annual vacation of fifteen days,

with pay, and may, in his discretion, under such regulations

as he may provide, allow any railway postal clerk leave of

absence with pajy for a period not exceeding thirty days. with
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has a crew of clerks under his supervision, or of a tour or a 
crew within a tour of a terminal railway post office or transfer 
office. (June 5, 1920, c. 254, 41 Stat. 100.) 

621. Promotion of clerks assigned to offices of division su-
perintendents or chief clerks.—Clerks assigned to the office 
of division superintendent or chief clerk shall be promoted 
successively to grade 4, and in the office of division superin-
tendent four clerks may be promoted to grade 5 and eight 
clerks to grade 6, and in the office of chief clerk one clerk may 
be promoted to grade 5 and two clerks to grade 6. (Feb. 28, 
1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.) 
.622. Promotion of examiners.—Examiners shall be pro-

moted successively to grade 6 and assistant examiners to grade 
5 whether assigned to the office of division superintendent or 
chief clerk. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.) 

623. Promotions for meritorious services.—Promotions above 
these grades hereinbefore specified, but within the maximum 
grades of the classification, may be made In the discretion of 
the Postmaster General for meritorious service. No promotion 
shall be made except upon evidence satisfactory to the Post 

Office Department of the efficiency and faithfulness of the em-
ployee during the preceding year. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 

37 Stat. 556.) 
624. Same; transfer.—A clerk of any grade of any classifi-

cation of railway post offices, terminal railway post offices, 
transfer offices, or in the office of a division superintendent or 
chief clerk, may be transferred and assigned to any classifica-

tion of railway post offices, terminal railway post offices, 
transfer offices, or to an office of a division superintendent or 

chief clerk under such regulations as the Postmaster General 
may deem proper. (Aug. 24. 1912. e. 389. § 7, 37 Stk. 556.) 

625. Same; failing of promotion.—Whenever the promotion 
of an employee provided for in this chapter is withheld because 
of unsatisfactory service such employee may be promoted at 
the beginning of the second quarter thereafter or any sub-
sequent quarter on evidence that his record has been satis-
factory during the intervening period. (Aug..24,1.912, c. 389, 

7, 37 Stat. 556; Feb. 28, 1925, c: 368, § 11, '43 Stet 1064.) " 
626. Same; in highest grades of their lines; promotions. 

Clerks in the highest grade in their respective lines or other 

assignments shall be eligible for promotion to positions of 
clerks in charge in said lines or corresponding positions in 
other assignments, and clerks assigned as assistant chief 

clerks and clerks in charge of crews consisting of more than 
one clerk, either assigned to the line, the transfer service, or 
to a terminal railway post office, and clerks in the highest 
grades in offices of division superintendents in their respective 
divisions, shall, after two years of continuous service in such 
capacity, be eligible for promotion to positions of chief clerks 
in said division for satisfactory, efficient, and faithful service 
during the preceding two-year period, under such regulations 
as the Postmaster General shall prescribe. (Aug. 24, 1912, 

c. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 556.) 
627. Same; restoration after reduction in grade.—Whenever 

an employee provided for in this chapter shall have been 
reduced in salary for any cause he may be restored to his 
fo water grade or advanced to an intermediate grade at the 
beginning of any quarter following the reduction, and a res-
toration to a former grade or advancement to an intermediate 
grade shall not be construed as a promotion within the mean-

ing of the law prohibiting advancement of more than one 
grade within one year. All employees provided for in this 
chapter In automatic grades who have not reached the maxi-

mum grades to which they are entitled to progress automatic-
ally, shall be promoted at the beginning of the quarter following 
the completion of one year's satisfactory service since their 

last promotion, regardless of any increases granted them by 

the provisions of this chapter. (Aug. 24, 1912, C. 389, § 7, 37 
Stat. 556: Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368. § 11. 43 Stat. 1065.) 

628. Same; advancement restricted.—In filling positions be-
low that of chief clerk no clerk shall be advanced more than 
one grade in a period of a year. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 
37 Stat. 556.) 

629. Hours of work for postal clerks assigned to terminal 
railway post offices and transfer offices, and laborers in Rail-
way Mail Service; overtime pay.—Railway postal clerks as-
signed to terminal railway post offices and transfer offices 
and laborers in the Railway Mail Service shall be required 
to work not more than eight hours a day, and the eight hours 
of service shall not extend over a longer period than ten con-
secutive hours, but in cases of emergency, or if the needs of 
the service require, they may be required to work in excess 
of eight hours a day, and for such additional service they 
shall be paid in proportion to their salaries as fixed by law. 
(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 1063.) 

630. Postal clerks inisigned to road duty; full time for 
delay to trains.—Clerks assigned to road duty shall be credited 
with full time for delays to trains equal to the period of time 
between the scheduled arrival and actual arrival of the train 
at destination of run. (Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 7, 43 Stat. 

1063.) 

631. Postal .clerks; residences.—All clerks appointed to the 
Railway Mail Service and to perform duty on railway post 
offices shall reside .at some point on the route to which they 
Are assigned; but railway postal clerks appointed prior to 

February 28, 1895, and performing such duty on August 24, 
1912, shall not be required to change their residences, except 
when transferred to another line. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 7, 

37 Stat. 556.) 

632. Transfer; salaries not reduced,—When railway postal 
clerks are transferred from one assignment to another because 
of changes in the service their salaries shall not be reduced by 
reason of such change. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1,39 Stat 1065.) 

633. Same; travel allowances.—In addition to the 'salaries 
provided by law, the Postmaster General may make travel 
allowances in lieu of actual expenses, at fixed rates per 
annuli', not exceeding in the aggregate the sum annually 
appropriated, to railway postal clerks, acting railway postal 

clerks, and substitute railway postal clerks, including substitute 
railway postal clerks for railway postal clerks granted leave 
with pay on account of sickness, assigned to duty in railway 
post-office cars, while on duty, after ten hours from the time of 
beginning their initial run, under such regulations as he may 

prescribe, and in no case shall such an allowance exceed $3 per 
day. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 1. 37 Stat. 548; Mar. 8, 1917, 

c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1065; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 7,43 Stat. 1062.) 

634. Same; preference in transfers from serrate to depart-

ment or post offices.—In the assignment or transfer of clerks 
from the Railway Mail Service, preference shall be given to 
the persons honorably discharged irom the military or naval 
service who served in the civil war and who are serving as 
clerks on the railway mail cars in order that they may be 
transferred to clerical service in the department or in the post 
offices and relieved from service on said cars as rapidly as, 
practicable, provided they are found to possess the business 
capacity necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of 
the offices to which they may be transferred. (June 26, 1906, 

c. 3546, 34 Stat.. 474.) 
635. Same; annual vacation.—The Postmaster General may 

allow railway postal clerks an annual vacation of fifteen days, 

with pay, and may, in his discretion, under such regulations 
as he may provide, allow any railway postal clerk leave of 

absence with pay for a period not exceeding thirty days, with 
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the understanding that his duties will be performed without

expense to the Government during the period for which leave

is granted, he to provide a substitute at his own expense.

(Mar. 3, 1901, c. 851, § 1, 31 Stat. 1105; Mar. 1, 1909, c. 232,

35 Stat. 667; Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 798; July 28, 1916,
c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 420.)

636. Same; full time to clerks deadheading under orders.-
Railway postal clerks and substitute railway postal clerks

shall be credited with full time when deadheading under orders

of the department. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1065;
Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.)

637. Substitutes for clerks absent otherwise than on annual
leave.-When any clerk in the Railway Mail Service is absent
from duty for any cause, other than the fifteen days' annual
leave with pay allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under

such regulations as he may prescribe, may authorize the em-
ployment of a substitute for such work, and payment therefor
from the lapsed salary of such absent clerk, at a rate not to

exceed the pay of the grade of work performed by such sub-

stitute. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1480, § 1, 33 Stat. 1085.)
638. Badges of postal clerks and mail messengers.-Postal

clerks, railway postal clerks, and mail messengers shall not
be required to wear uniform other than a cap or badge. (Mar.
3, 1879, c. 180, § 1, 20 Stat. 357; July 31, 1882, c. 361, § 1, 22

Stat. 180.)
639. Newspapers; delivery by railway postal clerks.-The

Postmaster General may provide by order the terms upon
which railway postal clerks may receive from publishers or

any news agents in charge thereof, and deliver the same as
directed, if presented and called for at the mail car or steamer,
packages of newspapers and other periodicals not received from
or intended for delivery at any post office. (R. S. § 3889.)

Chapter 17.--FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE.

Sec.
651. Foreign mail-transportation contracts.
652. Same; for carrying mails between the United States and foreign

countries.
653. How mall transported.
654. Pay for transporting.
655. Fine of contractors for delay.
656. Discontinuing transportation contracts.
657. Ocean mail service on American vessels; contracts.
658. Same; advertisements for proposals.
659. Same; ownership of vessels; classification.
f660o. Same; construction of vessels; specifications; inspection.

661. Same; rates of compensation; deductions and fines.
662. Same; transportation of messengers.
663. Same; service of naval officers on vessels; compensation; duties.
664. Same; cadets or apprentices on vessels.
6t5). Same; payment for vessels taken as transports.
666. Contracts for service on American vessels; rate.
667. Sea post service; transfer of foreign mails.
668. Sea post clerks; disability allowance; compensation for death.
689. Transportation of Canadian mail through the United States.
670. Payment of postage by consuls.
671. Postage on letters carried in foreign vessel.
672. Resident agents on Isthmus of Panama, etc.
73T. Agents on mall steamers to foreign ports.

674. Postal agencies in China and Japan.

Section 651. Foreign mail-transportation contracts.-The
Postmaster General, after advertising for proposals, may enter
into contracts or make suitable arrangements for transporting
the mail through any foreign country, between any two points
in the United States, and such transportation shall be by the
speediest, safest, and most economical route; and all contracts
therefor may be revoked whenever any new road or canal shall
be opened affording a speedier, more economical, and equally
safe transportation between the same points; but in case of
the revocation of any such contract, a fair indemnity shall be
awarded to the contractor. (R. S. § 4006.)
* 652. Same; for carrying mails between the United States

and foreign ceuntries-The Postmaster General may. after

advertising for proposals, enter Into contract lor the transporta-
tion of the mail between the United States and any foreign
country whenever the public interests will thereby be pro-

moted. (R. S. § 4007.)
653. How mail transported.-The mail between the United

States and any foreign port, or between ports of the United

States touching at a foreign port, shall be transported in
steamships; but the Postmaster General may have such trans-
portation performed by sailing vessels when the service can be

facilitated thereby. (R. S. § 4008.)
654. Pay for transporting.-For transporting the mail be-

tween the United States and any foreign port, or between ports
of the United States touching at a foreign port, the Postmaster
General may allow as compensation, if by a United States
steamship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United States
inland postage except as otherwise provided by law; and if by
a foreign steamship or by a sailing vessel, any sum not ex-
ceeding the sea postage, on the mail so transported. (R. S.

§ 4009.)
655. Fine of contractors for delay.-The Postmaster General

may impose fines on contractors for transporting the mail be-
tween the United States and any foreign country, for any
unreasonable or unnecessary delay in the departure of such
mail, or the performance of the trip; but the fine for any one
default shall not exceed one-half the contract price for the
trip except as otherwise provided by law. (R. S. § 4010.)

656. Discontinuing transportation contracts.-Every contract
for transporting the mail between the United States and any
foreign country shall contain, besides the usual stipulation for
the right of the Postmaster General to discontinue the same,
the further stipulation that it may be terminated by Congress,
(R. S. § 4011.)

657. Ocean mail service on American vessels; contracts.-
The Postmaster General is authorized and empowered to
enter into contracts for a term not less than five nor more -than
ten years in duration, with American citizens, for the carry-
ing of mails on American steamships, between ports of the
United States and such ports in foreign countries, the Domin-
ion of Canada excepted, as in his judgment will best sub-
serve and promote the postal and commercial interests of the
United States, the mail service on such lines to be equitably
distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican Gulf, and Pacific ports.
Said contracts shall be made with the lowest responsible bidder
for the performance of said service on each route, and the
Postmaster General shall have the right to reject all bids not
in his opinion reasonable for the attaining of the purposes
named. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 1, 26 Stat. 830.)

658. Same; advertisements for proposals.-Before making
any contract for carrying ocean mails in accordance with sec-
tions 657 to 665 of this title the Postmaster General shall give
public notice by advertising once a week, for three months, in
such daily papers as he shall select in each of the cities of
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, Saint
Louis, Charleston, Norfolk, Savannah, Galveston, and Mobile,
and when the proposed service is to be on the Pacific Ocean,
then in San Francisco, Tacoma, and Portland. Such notice
shall describe the route, the time when such contract will be
made, the duration of the same, the size of the steamers to be
used, the number of trips a year, the times of sailing, and the
time when the service shall commence, which shall not be more
than three years after the contract shall be let. The details of

the mode of advertising and letting such contracts shall be con-
ducted in the manner prescribed in chapter 12 of this title so
far as the same shall be applicable to the ocean mail service.
(Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 2, 26 Stat. 831.)

659. Same; ownership of vessels; classificatioLn-The vessels

employed in the mail service under sections 657 to 665 of this
titlt shall bA Amyriann-hnilt tfoamyqhinsq nownmd and offiierpd
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the understanding that his duties will be performed without 
expense to the Government during the period for which leave 

is granted, he to provide a substitute at his own expense. 
(Mar. 3, 1901, c. 851, § 1, 31 Stat. 1105; Mar. 1, 1909, c. 232, 

35- Stat. 667; Mar. 4, 1913, C. 143, 37 Stat. 798; July 28, 1916, 
c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 420.) 

636. Same; full time to clerks deadheading under orders.— 

Railway postal clerks and substitute railway postal clerks 
shall be credited with full time when deadheading under orders 
of the department. (Mar. 3, 1917, e. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1065; 
Apr. 24, 1920, e. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.) 

637. Substitutes for clerks absent otherwise than on annual 
leave.—When any clerk in the Railway Mail Service is absent 
from duty for any cause, other than the fifteen days' annual 
leave with pay allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under 
such regulations as he may prescribe, may authorize the em-
ployment of a substitute for such work, and payment therefor 
from the lapsed salary of such absent clerk, at a rate not to 
exceed the pay of the grade of work performed by such sub-
stitute. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1480, § 1, 33 Stat. 1085.) 

638. Badges of postal clerks and mail messengers.—Postal 
clerks, railway postal clerks, and mail messengers shall not 
be required to wear uniform other than a cap or badge. (Mar. 
3, 1879, c. 180, § 1, 20 Stat. 357; July 31, 1882, c. 361, § 1, 22 

Stat. 180.) 
639. Newspapers; delivery by railway postal clerks.—The 

Postmaster General may provide by order the terms upon 
which railway postal clerks may receive from publishers or 

any news agents In charge thereof, and deliver the same as 
directed, if presented and called for at the mail car or steamer, 

packages of newspapers and other periodicals not received from 
or intended for delivery at any post office. (R.. S. § 3889,) 

Chapter 1 7.—FOREIGN MAU. SERVICE. 

Sec. 
451. Foreign mail-transportation contracts. 
652. Same; for carrying mails between the United States and foreign 

countries. 
653. How mall transported. 
654. Pay for transporting. 
655. Fine of contractors for delay. 
656. Discontinuing transportation contracts. 
657. Ocean mail service on American vessels; contracts. 
658. Same; advertisements for proposals. 
659. Same; ownership of vessels; classification. 
660. Same; construction of vessels; specifications; inspection. 
661. Same; rates of compensation; deductions and fines. 
662. Same; transportation of messengers. 
663. Same; service of naval officers on vessels; compensation; duties. 
664. Same; cadets or apprentices on vessels. 
065. Same; payment for vessels taken as transports. 
666. Contracts for service on American vessels; rate. 
4;67. Sea post service; transfer of foreign mails. 
668. Sea post clerks; disability allowance; compensation for death. 
609. Transportation of Canadian mail through the United States. 
670. Payment of postage by consuls. 
671. Postage on letters carried in foreign vessel. 
672. Resident agents on Isthmus of Panama, etc. 
673. Agents on mail steamers to foreign ports. 
674. Postal agencies in China and Japan. 

Section 651. Foreign mail-transportation contracts.—The 
Postmaster General, after advertising for proposals, may enter 
into contracts or make suitable arrangements for transporting 
the mail through any foreign country, between any two points 
in the United States, and such transportation shall be by the 
speediest, safest, and most economical route.; and all contracts 
therefor may be revoked whenever any new road or canal shall 
be opened affording a speedier, more economical, and equally 

safe transportation between the same points; but in case of 
the revocation of any such contract, a fair indemnity shall be 
awarded to the contractor. (R. S. § 4006.) 
652. Same; for tarrying mails between the United States 

and foreign countries.—The Postmaster General may, alter 

advertising for proposals, enter into contract for the transporta-

tion of the mail between the United States and any foreign 
country whenever the public interests will thereby be pro-

moted. (R. S. § 4007.) 
653. How mail transported.—The mail between the United 

States and any foreign port, or between ports of the United 

States touching at a foreign port, shall be transported in 
steamships; but the Postmaster General may have such trans-
portation performed by sailing vessels when the service can be 

facilitated thereby. (R.. S. § 4008.) 
654. Pay for transporting.—For transporting the mail be-

tween the United States and any foreign port, or between ports 
of the United States touching at a foreign port, the Postmaster 
General may allow as compensation, if by a United States 

steamship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United States 
inland postage except as otherwise provided by law; and if by 

a foreign steamship or by a sailing vessel, any sum not ex-
ceeding the sea postage, on the mail so transported. (R.. S. 

§ 4009.) 
655. Fine of contractors for delay.—The Postmaster General 

may impose fines on contractors for transporting the mail be-

tween the United States and any foreign country, for any 
unreasonable or unnecessary delay in the departure of such 

mail, or the performance of the trip; but the fine for any one 
default shall not exceed one-half the contract price for the 
trip except as otherwise provided by law. (R.. S. § 4010.) 

656. Discontinuing transportation contracts.—Every contract 
for transporting the mail between the United States and any 
foreign country shall contain, besides the usual stipulation for 

the right of the Postmaster General to discontinue the same, 
the further stipulation that it may be terminated by Congress, 
(R. S. § 4011.) 

657. Ocean mail serviee on American vessels; contracts.— 
The Postmaster General is authorized and empowered to 

enter into contracts for a term not less than five nor more -than 
ten years in duration, with American citizens, for the carry-
ing of mails on American steamships, between ports of the 
United States and such ports in foreign countries, the Domin- - 

ion of Canada excepted, as in his judgment will best sub-
serve and promote the postal and commercial interests of the 
United States, the mail service on such lines to be equitably 
distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican Gulf, and Pacific ports. 
Said contracts shall be made with the lowest responsible bidder 
for the performance of said service on each route, and the 

Postmaster General shall have the right to reject all bids not 
in his opinion reasonable for the attaining of the purposes 
named. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 1, 26 Stat 830.) 

658. Same; advertisements for proposals.--Before making 

any contract for carrying ocean mails in accordance with sec-
tions 657 to 665 of this title the Postmaster General shall give 
public notice by advertising once a week, for three months, in 

such daily papers as he shall select in each of the cities of 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, Saint 
Louis, Charleston, Norfolk, Savannah; Galveston, and Mobile, 

and when the proposed service is to be on the Pacific Ocean, 
then in San Francisco, Tacoma, and Portland. Such notice 
shall describe the route, the time when such contract will be 
made, the duration of the same, the size of the steamers to be 
used, the number of trips a year, the times of sailing, and the 
time when the service shall commence, which shall not be more 

than three years after the contract shall be let. The details of 
the mode of advertising and letting such contracts shall be con-

ducted in the manner prescribed in chapter 12 of this title so 
far as the same shall be applicable to the ocean mail service. 
(Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 2, 26 Stat. 831.) 

659. Same; ownership of vessels; classification.—The vessels 
employed in the mail service under sections 657 to 665 of this 
title shall be American-built steamships, owned and officered 
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by American citizens. In conformity with law, or so owned and
offiicered and registered according to law, and upon each de-
parture from the United States the following proportion of the
crew sh.all be citizens of the United States, to wit: During the
first two years of such contract for carrying the mails, one-
fourth thereof; during the next three succeeding years, one-
third thereoif; and during the remaining time of the continu-

ance of such contract at least one-half thereof; and shall be

constructed after the latest and most approved types, with all
the modern improvements and appliances for ocean steamers.
They shall be divided into four classes. The first class shall

be iron or steel screw steamships, capable of maintaining a
speed of twenty knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and

of a gross registered tonnage of not less than eight thousand
tons. No vessel except of said first class shall be accepted for

said mail service under the provisions of sections 657 to 665

between the United States and Great Britain. The second class
shall be iron or steel steamships, capable of maintaining a

speed of sixteen knots an hour at sea In ordinary weather, and
of a gross registered tonnage of not less than five thousand
tons. The third class shall be iron or steel steamships, capable

of maintaining a speed of fourteen knots an hour at sea in

ordinary weather, and of a gross registered tonnage of not less
than two thousand five hundred tons. The fourth class shall

be iron or steel or wooden steamships, capable of' maintaining

a speed of twelve knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather,
and of a gross registered tonnage of not less than one thousand
five hundred tons. It shall be stipulated in the contract or

contracts to be entered into for the said mail service that said

vessels may carry passengers with their baggage in addition

to said mails and may do all ordinary business done by steam-
ships. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 3, 26 Stat. 831; Mar. 3, 1917,

c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1066.)
660. Same; construction of vessels; specifications; inspec-

tion.-All steamships of the first, second, and third classes
employed as above and built after March 3, 1891, shall be

constructed with particular reference to prompt and eco-

nomiceal conversion into auxiliary naval cruisers, and accord-

ing to plans and specifications to be agreed upon by and between

the owners and the Secretary of the Navy, and they shall be of

sufficient strength and stability to carry and sustain the work-

ing and operation of at least four effective rifled cannon of a

caliber of not less than six inches, and shall be of the highest

rating known to maritime commerce. And all vessels of said

three classes built prior to such darte and so employed shall, be-

flre they are accepted for the mail service herein provided for,

lie thoroughly inspected by a competent naval officer or con-

structor detailed for that service by the Secretary of the Navy;

and such officer shall report, in writing, to the Secretary of the

Navy, who shall transmit said report to the Postmaster Gen-

eral; and no such vessel not approved by the Secretary of the

Navy as suitable for the service required shall be employed by

the Postmaster General. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 4, 26 Stat.

8;1. )
661. Same; rates of compensation; deductions and fines.-

The rate of compensation to be paid for such ocean mail service

of the said first-class ships shall not exceed the sum of $4 a

mile, and for the second-class ships, $2 a mile, by the shortest

practicable route, for each outward voyage; for the third-class

ships shall not exceed $1 a mile. And for the fourth-class

ships two-thirds of $1 a mile for the actual number of miles

required by the Post Office Department to be traveled oin each

outward-bound voyage. In the case of failure from any cause

to perform the regular voyages stipulated for in said contracts,

or any of them, a pro rata deduction shall be made from the

compensation on account. of such omitted voyage or voyages.

Suitable fines and penalties may be imposed for delays or irreg-
z. A... _ . ~ , rmn of sp 5rFtrie- according to the
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contract, to be determined by the Postmaster General. No
steamship so employed and so paid for carrying the United
States mails shall receive any other bounty or subsidy from
the Treasury of the United States. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 5,
26 Stat. 832.)

662. Same; transportation of messengers.-Upon each of
said vessels the United States shall be entitled to have trans-
ported, free of charge, a mail messenger, whose duty it shall
be to receive, sort, take in charge and deliver the mails to
and from the United States, and who shall be provided with
suitable room for the accommodation of himself and the
mails. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 6, 26 Stat. 832.)

663. Same; service of naval officers on vessels; compensa-
tion; duties.-Officers of the United States Navy may volunteer
for service on said mail vessels, and when accepted by the
contractor or contractors may be assigned to such duty by

the Secretary of the Navy whenever in his opinion such
assignment can be made without detriment to the service,
and while in said employment they shall receive furlough
pay from the Government, and such other compensation from
the contractor or contractors as may be agreed upon by the
parties. They shall only be required to perform such duties
as appertain to the merchant service. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519,
§ 7, 26 Stlt. 832.)

664. Same; cadets or apprentices on vessels.-Said vessels
shall take, as cadets or apprentices, one American-born boy
under twenty-one years of age for each one thousand tons
gross register, and one for each majority fraction thereof,
who shall be educated in the duties of seamanship, rank as
petty officers, and receive such pay for their services as may

be reasonable. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 8, 26 Stat. 832.)

665. Same; payment for vessels taken as transports.-Such
steamers may be taken and used by the United States as
transports or cruisers, upon payment to the owners of the fair

actual value of the same at the time of the taking, and if
there shall be a disagreement as to the fair actual value of
the same at the time of the taking, between the United States

and the owners, then the same shall be determined by two
impartial appraisers, one to be appointed by each of said
parties, they at the same time selecting a third, who shall
act in said appraisement in case the two shall fall to agree.

(Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 9, 26 Stat. 832.)

666. Contracts for service on American vessels; rate.-The
Postmaster General may enter into contracts with American
citizens for the carrying of the maill between the United
States and Great Britain on steamships built in the United
States capable of maintaining a speed of thirty knots an hour

at sea in ordinary weather and of a gross registered tonnage
of not less than thirty-five thousand tons, the said service
to commence not more than four years after the contract
shall be let. The rate of compensation to be paid for the

said ocean mall service shall not exceed the sum of $8 per mile
by the shortest practicable route for each outward voyage.

The Postmaster General shall have the right to reject all
bids not in his opinion reasonable for the attaining of the
purposes named. Ail of the provisions of sections 657 to 665
of this title, so far as they are not inconsistent herewith

shall control and apply to the methods to be used and con-
tracts to be made hereunder. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1.
39 Stat. 1066.)

667. Sea pogt service; transfer of foreign mails.-The Post-
master General is authorized to expend such sums as may be
necessary, not to exceed the amounts appropriated by Congress,
to cover the cost to the United States for maintaining sea post

service on ocean steamships conveying the mails to and from
the United States; and for transferring the foreign lunil from
ncominr steamshios in New York Bay to the steamship and
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by American citizens, In conformity with law, or so owned and 

oil-leered and registered according to law, and upon each de-
parture from the United States the following proportion of the 

crew shall be citizens of the United States, to wit: During the 
first two years of such contract for carrying the mails, one-

fourth thereof; during the next three succeeding years, one-
third thereof; and during the remaining time of the continu-
ance of such contract at least one-half thereof; and shall be 
constructed after the latest and most approved types, with all 
the modern improvements and appliances for ocean steamers. 
They shall be divided into four classes. The first class shall 
be iron or steel screw steamships, capable of maintaining a 
speed of twenty knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and 
of a gross registered tonnage of not less than eight thousand 
tons. No vessel except of said first class shall be accepted for 
said mail service under the provisions of sections 657 to 665 

between the United States and Great Britain. The second class 
shall be iron or steel steamships, capable of maintaining a 

speed of sixteen knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, and 
of a gross registered tonnage of not less than five thousand 
tons. The third class shall be iron or steel steamships, capable 

of maintaining a speed of fourteen knots an hour at sea in 
ordinary weather, and of a gross registered tonnage of not less 
than two thousand five hundred tons. The fourth class shall 

be iron or steel or wooden steamships; capable of" maintaining 
a speed of twelve knots an hour at sea in ordinary weather, 

and of a gross registered tonnage of not less than one thousand 
five hundred tons. It shall be stipulated in the contract or 

contracts to be entered into for the said mail service that said 
vessels may carry passengers with their baggage in addition 
to said mails and may do all ordinary business done by steam-
ships. (Mar. 3, 1801, c. 519, § 3, 26 Stat. 631; Mar. 3, 1917, 

c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1066.) 
660. Same; construction of. vessels; specifications; inspec-

tion.-All steamships of the first, second, and third classes 
employed as above and built after March 3, 1891, shall be 
constructed with particular reference to prompt and eco-
nomical conversion into auxiliary naval cruisers, and accord-

ing to plans and specifications to be agreed upon by and between 
the owners and the Secretary of the Navy, and they shall be of 

sufficient strength and stability to carry and sustain the work-
ing and operation of at least four effective rifled cannon of a 
caliber of not less than six inches, and shall be of the highest 

rating known to maritime commerce. And all vessels of said 
three classes built prior to such date and so employed shall, be-
fore they are accepted for the mail service herein provided for, 

be thoroughly inspected by a competent naval officer or con-

structor detailed for that service by the Secretary of the Navy; 
and such officer shall report, in writing, to the Secretary of the 

Navy, who shall transmit said report to the Postmaster Gen-
eral; and no such vessel not approved by the Secretary of the 
Navy as suitable for the service required shall be employed by 
the Postmaster General. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 4, 26 Stat. 

831.) 
661. Same; rates of compensation; deductions and fines.-

The rate of compensation to be paid for such ocean mail service 
of the said first-class ships shall not exceed the sum of $4 a 
mile, and for the second-class ships, $2 a mile, by the shortest 
practicable route, for each outward voyage; for the third-class 

ships shall not exceed $1 a mile. And for the fourth-class 
ships two-thirds of $1 a mile for the actual number of miles 
required by the Post Office Department to be traveled oif each 
outward-bound voyage. In the case of failure from any cause 
to perform the regular voyages stipulated for in said contracts, 

or any of them, a pro rata deduction shall be made from the 
compensation on account. of such omitted voyage or voyages. 

Suitable fines and penalties may be imposed for delays or irreg-
ularities in the due performaticei of set-Vice according to the 

contract, to be determined by the Postmaster General. No 
steamship so employed and so paid for carrying the United 
States mails shall receive any other bounty or subsidy from 
the Treasury of the United States. (Mar. 3, 1891, C. 519, § 5, 
26 Stat. 832.) 

662. Same; transportation of messengers.-Upon each of 
said vessels the United States shall be entitled to have trans-' 
ported, free of charge, a mail messenger, whose duty it shall 
be to receive, sort, take in charge and deliver the mails to 
and from the United States, and who shall be provided with 
suitable room for the accommodation of himself and the 
mails. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 6, 26 Stat. 832.) 

663. Same; service of naval officers on vessels; compensa-
tion; duties. Officers of the United States Navy may volunteer 
for service on said mail vessels, and when accepted by the 
contractor or contractors may be assigned to such duty by 
the Secretary of the Navy whenever in his opinion such 

assignment can be made without detriment to the service, 
and while in said employment they shall receive furlough 
pay from the Government, and such other compensation from 
the contractor or contractors as may be agreed upon by the 
parties. They shall only be required to perform such duties 
as appertain to the merchant service. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, 

§ 7, 26 Stat. 832.) 

664.. Same; cadets or apprentices on Vessels.-Said vessels 
shall take, as cadets or apprentices, one American-born bay 
under twenty-one years of age for each one thousand tons 

gross register, and one for each . majority fraction thereof, 
who shall be educated in the duties of seamanship, rank as 
petty officers, and receive such pay for their services as may 
be reasonable. (Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 8, 26 Stat. 832.) 

665. Same; payment for vessels taken as transports.-Such 

steamers may be taken and used by the United States as 
transports or cruisers, upon payment to the owners of the fair 

actual value of the same at the time' of the taking, and if 
there shall be a disagreement as to the fair aetual value of 

the same at the time of the taking, between the Vnited States 
and the owners, then the same shall be determined by two 

impartial appraisers, one to be appointed by each of said 
parties, they at the same time selecting a third, who shall 
act in said appraisement in case the two shall fail to agree. 

(Mar. 3, 1891, c. 519, § 9, 26 Stat. 832.) 

666. Contracts for service on American vessels; rate.-The 

Postmaster General may enter into contracts with American 
citizens for the carrying of the mail between the United 

States and Great Britain on steamships built in the United 
States capable of maintaining a speed of thirty knots an hour 
at sea in ordinary weather and of a gross registered tonnage 
of not less than thirty-five thousand tons, the said service 
to commence not more than four years after the contract 

shall be let. The rate of compensation to be paid for the 

said ocean mail service shall not exceed the sum of $8 per mile 
by the shortest practicable route for each outward voyage. 
The Postmaster General shall have the right to reject all 
bids not in his opinion reasonable for the attaining of the 

purposes named. All of the provisions of sections 657 to 665 
of this title, so far as they are not inconsistent herewith 
shall control and apply to the methods to be used and con-
tracts to be made hereunder. (Mar. 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1. 

39 Stat. 1066.) 

667. Sea paid service; transfer of foreign mails.-The Post-
master General is authorized to expend such sums as may be 
necessary, not to exceed the amounts appropriated by Congress, 
to cover the cost to the United States for maintaining sea post 

service on ocean steamships conveying the mails to and from 
the United States; and for transferring the foreign moil from 

incoming steamships in New York Bay to the steamship and 
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railway piers, for transferring the foreign mail from incoming

steamships in San Francisco Bay to the piers and for trans-

ferring the foreign mail from incoming steamships at Honolulu

from quarantine to the piers; also for transferring the mail

from steamships performing service under contract for trans-

porting United States mail. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat.

1214; Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 799; Jan. 22, 1925, c. 87,

Title II, 43 Stat. 786.)
668. Sea post clerks; disability allowance; compensation for

death.-Acting clerks may be employed in place of clerks or

substitutes injured while on duty who shall be granted leave of

absence with full pay during the period of disability, but not

exceeding one year, then at' the rate of 50 per centum of the

clerk's annual salary for the period of disability exceeding one

year but not exceeding twelve months additional, and the Post-

master General may pay the sum of $2,000, which shall be ex-

empt from payment of debts of the deceased, to the legal repre-

sentative of any sea post clerk or substitute sea post clerk who

shall be killed while on duty, or who, being injured while on

duty, shall die within one year thereafter as the result of such

injury. (Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 799.)
669. Transportation of Canadian mail through the United

States.-The Postmaster General may, by and with the advice

and consent of the President, make any arrangements which

may be deemed just and expedient for allowing the mails of

Canada, or any other country adjoining the United States, to

be transported over the territory of the United States from one

point in such country to any other point in the same, at the ex-

pense of the country to which the mail belongs, upon obtaining

a like privilege for the transportation of the United States

mail through the country to which the privilege is granted;

but such privilege may at any time be annulled by the President

or Congress from and after one month succeeding the day on

which notice of the act of the President or Congress is given

to the chief executive or head of the post office department of

the country whose privilege is to be annulled. (R. S. § 4012.)

670. Payment of postage by consuls.-The Postmaster Gen-

eral or the Secretary of State is hereby authorized to empower

the consuls of the United States to pay the foreign postage on

such letters destined for the United States as may be detained

at the ports of foreign countries for the nonpayment of post-

age, which postage shall be by the consul marked as paid by

him, and the amount thereof shall be collected in the United

States as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and

repaid to said consul, or credited on his account at the State
Department. (R. S. 1 4014.)

671. Postage on letters carried in foreign vessel.-The Post-
master General, under the direction of the President of the

United States, Is authorized and empowered to charge upon,

and collect from, all letters and other mailable matter carried
to or from any port of the United States, in any foreign packet

ship or other vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for

American postage which the government to which such foreign

packet or other vessel belongs Imposes upon letters and other

mailable matter conveyed to or from such foreign country in

American packets or other vessels as the postage of such gov-

ernment, and at any time to revoke the same; and all custom-
house officers and other United States agents designated or
appointed for that purpose shall enforce or carry into effect
the foregoing provision, and aid or assist in the collection of

such postage, and to that end it shall be lawful for such offi-
cers and agents, on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine,
in the presence of two or more respectable persons, being citi-
zens of the United States, any package or packages supposed
to contain mailable matter found on board such packets or
other vessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such
packets or other vessels from entering, breaking bulk, or
miking clearance until such letters or other mailable matter
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are duly delivered into the United States post office. (R. S.

§ 4015.)
672. Resident agents on Isthmus of Panama, etc.-The Post-

master General may establish resident mail agencies at the

ports of Panama and Colon, in the Republic of Panama;

Havana, in Cuba; at Saint Thomas, and at such other foreign

ports at which United States mail steamers touch to land and

receive mails, as may, in his judgment, promote the efficiency

of the Foreign Mail Service; and may pay the agents em-

ployed by him at such ports, out of the appropriation for

transportation of the mail, a reasonable compensation for

their services, and the necessary expenses for office rent, clerk

hire, office furniture, and other incidentals, to be allowed him

at each of such agencies. (R. S. § 4021.)

673. Agents on mail steamers to foreign ports.-The Post-

master General may appoint an agent in charge of the mail

on board of each of the mail steamers on the routes between
San Francisco, Japan, and China; between San Francisco and
Honolulu, in the Hawaiian Islands, and between New York and
Rio Janeiro, who shall be allowed, out of the appropriation for

transportation of the mail, a salary of $2,000 a year. (R. S.

§ 4022.)
674. Postal agencies in China and Japan.-The Postmaster

General may establish, in connection with the mail steamship
service to Japan and China, a general postal agency at
Shanghai, in China, or at Yokohama, in Japan, with such
branch agencies at any other ports in China and Japan as he
shall deem necessary for the prompt and efficient manage-
ment of the postal service in those countries; and he may pay
the postal agents employed thereat a reasonable compensa-
tion for their services, in addition to the necessary expenses
for rent, furniture, clerk hire, and incidental expenses. (R. S.
§ 4023.)

Chapter 18.--POST-OFFICE INSPECTORS.

Sec.
691. Expenses of chief of post-office inspectors.
692. Post-office Inspectors; appointment.
693. Same; grades and salaries; promotions.
694. Same; expenses while on official business away from homes.
695. Salary and per diem of Inspector detailed to free-delivery system.
696. When to give bond.
697. Assistant Postmasters General as inspectors.
698. Clerks at division headquarters; grades; promotions; transfer of

clerks or carriers in City Delivery Service to position of clerks
at division headquarters.

699. Same; substitutes.
700. Searches authorized.
701. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or aovance-

ment to immediate grade.
702. Promotion regardless of increase of pay.
703. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld.

Section 691. Expenses of chief of post-office inspectors.-
The chief of post-office Inspectors shall be paid his actual
expenses while traveling on the business of the department.
(Mar. 1, 1881, c. 96, § 1, 21 Stat. 374.)

692. Post-office inspectors; appointment.-The Postmaster
General may employ such number of post-office inspectors
as the good of the service and the safety of the mail may
require; and the appointment of additional inspectors shall be
made upon certification of the Civil Service Commission. (R.
S. § 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177; June 19, 1922,
c. 227, § 1, 42 Stat. 655; Jan. 22, 1925, c. 87, Title II, 43 Stat. 784.)

693. Same; grades and salaries; promotions.-Post-office in-
spectors shall be divided into six grades, as follows: Grade 1-
salary, $2,800; grade 2-salary, $3,000; grade 3-salary, $3,200;
grade 4-salary, $3,500; grade 5-salary, $3.800; grade 6-
salary, $4,000, and there shall be fifteen inspectors in charge

at $4,500. In the readjustment of grades for inspectors to
conform to the grades herein provided, inspectors in grades

1 and 2 on December 31, 1924, shall be included in grade 1;
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railway piers, for transferring the foreign mail from incoming 
steamships in San Francisco Bay to the piers and for trans-
ferring the foreign mail from incoming steamships at Honolulu 
from quarantine to the piers; also for transferring the mail 
from steamships performing service under contract for trans-
porting United States mail. (Mar. 2, 1907, c. 2513, 34 Stat. 
1214; Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 799; Jan. 22, 1925, C. 87, 

Title II, 43 Stat. 786.) 
668. Sea post clerks; disability allowance; compensation for 

death.—Acting clerks may be employed in place of clerks or 
substitutes injured while on duty who shall be granted leave of 
absence with full pay during the period of disability, but not 

exceeding one year, then at the rate of 50 per centum of the 
clerk's annual salary for the period of disability exceeding one 
year but not exceeding twelve months additional,, and the Post-
master General may pay the sum of $2,000, which shall be ex-
empt from payment of debts of the deceased, to the legal repre-

sentative of any sea post clerk or substitute sea post clerk who 
shall be killed while on duty, or who, being injured while on 
duty, shall die within one year thereafter as the result of such 

injury. (Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 799.) 
669. Transportation of Canadian mail through the United 

States.—The Postmaster General may, by and with the advice 
and consent of .the President, make any arrangements which 
may be deemed just and expedient for allowing the mails of 
Canada, or any other country adjoining the United States, to 
be transported over the territory of the United States from one 
point in such country to any other point in the same, at the ex-

pense of the country , to which the mail belongs, upon obtaining 
a like privilege for the transportation of the United States 

mail through the country to whirh the privilege is granted; 
but such privilege may at any time be annulled by the President 

or Congress from, and after one month succeeding the day on 
which notice of the act of the President or Congress is given 

to the chief executive or head of the post office department of 
the country whose privilege is to be annulled. (R. S. § 4012.) 

670. Payment of postage by consuls.—The Postmaster Gen-

eral or the Secretary of State is hereby authorized to empower 
the consuls of the United States to pay the foreign postage on 

such letters destined for the United States as may be detained 
at the ports of foreign countries for the nonpayment of post-
age, which postage shall be by the consul marked as paid by 
him, and the ,amount thereof shall be collected in the United 

States as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and 
repaid to said consul, or credited on his account at the State 
Department. (R. S. § 4014.) 

671. Postage on letters carried in foreign vessel.—The Post-
master General, under the direction of the President of the 
United States, is authorized and empowered to charge upon, 

and collect from, all letters and other mailable matter carried 
to or from any port of the United States, in any foreign packet 

ship or other vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for 

American postage which the government to which such foreign 
packet or other vessel belongs imposes upon letters and other 
mailable matter conveyed to or from such foreign country in 
American packets or other vessels as the postage of such gov-

ernment, and at any time to revoke the same; and all custom-
house officers and other United States agents designated or 
appointed for that purpose shall enforce or carry into effect 

the foregoing provision, and aid or assist in the collection of 
such postage, and to that end it shall be lawful for such offi-
cers and agents, on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine, 
in the presence of two or more respectable persOns, being citi-
zens of the United States, any package or packages supposed 
to contain mailable matter found on board such packets or 
other Tessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such 
packets or other vessels from entering, breaking bulk, or 
making clearance until such letters or other mailable matter 

are duly delivered into the United States post office. (R. S. 

§ 4015.) 
672. Resident agents on Isthmus of Panama, etc.—The Post-

master General may establish resident mail agencies at the 

ports of Panama and Colon, in the Republic of Panama; 
Havana, in Cuba; at Saint Thomas, and at such other foreign 

ports at which United States mail steamers touch to land and 
receive mails, as may, in his judgment, promote the efficiency 
of the Foreign Mail Service; and may pay the agents em-
ployed by him at such ports, out of the appropriation for 
transportation of the mail, a reasonable compensation for 
their services, and the necessary expenses for office rent, clerk 

hire, office furniture, and other incidentals, to be allowed him 
at each of such agencies. (R. S. § 4021.) 

673. Agents on mail steamers to foreign ports.—The Ppst-
master General may appoint an agent in charge of the mail 

on board of each of the mail steamers on the routes between 
San Francisco, Japan, and China; between San Francisco and 
Honolulu, in the Hawaiian Islands, and between New York and 
Rio Janeiro, who shall be allowed, out of the appropriation for 
transportation of the mail, a salary of $2,000 a year. (R. S. 

4022-) 
674. Postal agencies in China and Japan.—The Postmaster 

General may establish, in connection with the mail steamship 
service to Japan and China, a general postal agency at 

Shanghai, in China, or at Yokohama, in Japan, with such 
branch agencies at any other ports in China and Japan as he 
shall deem necessary for the prompt and efficient manage-
ment of the postal service in those countries; and he may pay 

the postal agents employed thereat a reasonable compensa-
tion for their services, in addition to the necessary expenses 

for rent, furniture, clerk hire, and incidental expenses. (R. S. 
§ 4021) 

Chapter 18.—POST-OFFICE INSPECTORS. 

Sec. 
691. Expenses of chief of post-office inspectors. 
692. Post-office inspect& ; appointment. 
693. Same; grades and sake/es; promotions. 
694. Same; expenses while on official business away from homes. 
695. Salary and per diem of inspector detailed to free-delivery system. 
696. When to give bond. 
697. Assistant Postmasters General as inspectors. 
698. Clerks at division headquarters; grades; promotions; transfer of 

clerks or carriers in City Delivery Service to position of clerks 
at division headquarters. 

699. Same; substitutes. 
700. Searches authorized. 
701. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or advance-

ment to immediate grade. 
702. Promotion regardless of increase of pay. 
703. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld. 

Section 691. Expenses of chief of post-office inspectors.— 

The chief of post-office inspectors shall be paid his actual 
expenses while traveling on the business of the department. 
(Mar. 1, 1881, c. 96, § 1, 21 Stat. 374.) 
69/ Post-office inspectors; appointment—The Postmaster 

General may employ such number of post-office inspectors 

as the good of the service and the safety of the mail may 
require; and the appointment of additional inspectors shall be 

made upon certification of the Civil Service Commission. (R. 
S. § 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177; June 19, 1922, 
c. 227, § 1, 42 Stat. 655; Jan. 22, 1925, c. 87, Title 11,43 Stat. 784.) 

693. Same; grades and salaries; promotions.—Post-office in-
spectors shall be divided into six grades, as follows: Grade 1— 

salary, $2,800; grade 2—salary, $3,000; grade 3—salary, $3,200; 

grade 4—salary, $3,500; grade 5 calary, $3.800; grade 6— 
salary, $4,000, and there shall be fifteen inspectors in charge 
at $4,500. In the readjustment of grades for inspectors to 

conform to the grades herein provided, inspectors in grades 

1 and 2 on December 31, 1924, shall be included in grade 1; 
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inspectors In grade 3 on that date shall be included in grade 2;
inspectors in grade 4 on that date shall be included in grade 3;
inspectors in grade 5 on that date shall be included in grade 4:
inspectors in grade 6 on that date shall be included in grade 5;

ind inspectors in grade 7 on that date shall be included in
arade 6. Inspectors shall be promoted successively to grade 5
at the beginning of the quarter following a year's satisfactory
service in the next lower grade, and not to exceed 35 per
celntum of the force to grade 6 for meritorious service after
not less than one year's service in grade 5; and the time served
by inspectors in their grade on December 31, 1924, shall be

included in the Fear's service required for promotion in the
grades provided herein, except as to inspectors in grade 1 on

that date. (Feb. 28. 1925, c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.)
694. Same; expenses while on official business away from

homes.-Inspectors shall be paid their actual expenses not to
exceed $5 per day while engaged on official business away from
their homes and official domiciles. (Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1,
41 Stat. 574: June 5, 1920, c. 254, 41 Stat. 1052; Feb. 28, 1925,

c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.)
695. Salary and per diem of inspector detailed to free-

delivery system.-The bureau of accounts, in the Post Office

Department, shall charge to the appropriation for the free-

delivery system the salary and per diem of the post-office in-

spector detailed for that service. (R. S. §§ 4017, 4020; June
11, 1880, c. 206, § 1, 21 Stat. 177; Mar. 3, 1897, c. 385, § 1, 29

Stat. 648; June 10, 1921, c. 18, 42 Stat. 23.)
696. When to give bond.-Whenever a post-office inspector is

required to collect or disburse any public money, he shall,

before entering upon such duty, give bond in such sum and

form, and with such security, as the Postmaster General may
approve. (R. S. § 4018.)

697. Assistant Postmasters General as inspectors.-The
Postmaster General may employ, when the service requires it,

the Assistant Postmasters General and superintendents in his

department as post-office inspectors; and he may allow them

therefor not exceeding the amount expended by them as neces-
sary traveling expenses while so employed. (R. S. § 4019.)

698. Clerks at division headquarters; grades; promotions;
transfer of clerks or carriers in City Delivery Service to posi-
tion of clerks at division headquarters.-Clerks at division
headquarters of post-office inspectors shall be divided into six
grades, as follows:

Grade 1-salary, $1,900; grade 2-salary, $2,000; grade 3-

salary, $2.150; grade 4-salary, $2,300; grade 5-salary,

$2,4.50; grade 6-salary, $2,600; and there shall be one chief
clerk at each division headquarters at a salary of $3,000. In

the readjustment of grades for clerks at division headquarters
to conform to the grades herein provided, clerks in each of

the grades existing on December 31, 1924, shall be included in
the grade of the same number herein provided. Clerks at
division headquarters shall be promoted successively to grade 5

at the beginning of the quarter following a year's satisfactory
service in the next lower grade and not to exceed 35 per centum

of the force to grade 6 for meritorious service after not less
than one year's service in grade 5, and the time served by
clerks in their grades on December 31, 1924, shall be included
in the year's service required for promotion in the grades pro-

vided herein. Whenever in the discretion of the Postmaster

General the needs of the service require such action, he is

authorized to transfer clerks or carriers in the City Delivery

Service from post offices at which division headquarters of

post-office inspectors are located to the position of clerk at
s,',II division headquarters after passing a noncompetitive
examilnation at a salary not to exceed $2,300. After such
transfer is nmide effective clerks so transferred shall be eligible

for promotion to the grades of salary provided for clerks at

§ 703

division headquarters of post-office inspectors. (Feb. 28, 1925,
c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.)

699. Same; substitutes.-When any clerk in the office of
division headquarters in the post-office inspection service is
absent from duty for any cause other than leave with pay
allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under such regulations
as he may prescribe, may authorize the employment of a substi-
tute for such work, and payment therefor from the lapsed
salary of such absent clerk at a rate not to exceed tile grade of
pay of the clerk absent without pay. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368,
§ 2, 43 Stat. 1056.)

700. Searches authorized.-The Postmaster General may, by
a letter of authorization under his hand, to be filed among the
records of his department, empower any post-office inspector
or other officer of the Post Office Establishment to make
searches for mailable matter transported in violation of law;
and the inspector or officer so authorized may open and
search any car or vehicle passing, or having lately before
passed, from any place at which there is a post office of the
United States to any other such place, or any box, package, or
packet, being, or having lately before been, in such car or
vehicle, or any store or house, other than a dwelling house,
used or occupied IBy any common carrier or transportation com-
pany, in which such box, package, or packet may be contained,
whenever such inspector or officer has reason to believe that
mailable matter, transported contrary to law, may therein be
found. (R. S. § 4026.)

701. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or
advancement to intermediate grade.-Whenever an employee
provided for in this chapter shall have been reduced in salary
for any cause, he may be restored to his former grade or
advanced to an intermediate grade at the beginning of any
quarter following the reduction, and a restoration to a former
grade or advancement to an Intermediate grade shall not be
construed as a promotion within the meaning of the law pro-
hibiting advancement of more than one grade within one year.
(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.)

702. Promotion regardless of increase of pay.-All employees
provided for in this chapter in automatic grades who have
not reached the maximum grades to which they are entitled
to progress automatically, shall be promoted at the beginning
of the quarter following the completion of one year's satis-
factory service since their last promotion, regardless of any
increases in salaries granted them by the provisions of this
chapter. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.)

703. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld.-
Whenever the promotion of an employee provided for in this
chapter is withheld because of unsatisfactory service, such
employee may be promoted at the beginning of the second
quarter thereafter, or of any subsequent quarter, on evidence
that his record has been satisfactory during the intervening
period. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.)

Chapter 19.-THE MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM.

Sec.
711. Money-order system established.
712. F'oreign money-order exchanges.
713. Issuance of money orders at branch offices and stations.
714. Who to cnet in absence of postmaster.
715. Blanks anl books in business.
716. Amount of orders, and fees.
717. Clerks; compensation; additional clerks at international exchange

offices.
718. Unpaid orders.
719. Blank applications for orders.
720. Forms for orders.
721. Limited money-order offices.
722. Regulations; designation of officer to sign warrants.
723. Indorsement of orders.
724. Identification of payee.
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inspectors in grade 3 on that date shall be included in grade 2; 

inspectors in grade 4 on that date shall be included in grade 3 ; 

inspectors in grade 5 on that date shall be included in grade 4; 

inspectors in grade 6 on that date shall be included in grade 5; 
and inspectors in grade 7 on that date shall be included in 

grade 6. Inspectors shall be promoted successively to grade 5 

at the beginning of the quarter following a year's satisfactory 

service in the next lower grade, and not to exceed 35 per 
(aaltinn of the force to grade 6 for meritorious service after 

not less than one year's service in grade 5; and the time served 

by inspectors in their grade on December 31, 1924, shall be 
included in the Fear's service required for promotion in the 

grades provided herein, except as to inspectors in grade 1 on 

that date. (Feb. 28. 1925, c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.) , 
694. Same; expenses while on official business away from 

homes.—Inspectors shall be paid their actual expenses not to 

exceed $5 per day while engaged on official business away from 

their homes and official domiciles. (Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 

41 Stat. 574: June 5, 1920, c. 254, 41 Stat. 1052; Feb. 28, 1925, 

c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.) 
695. Salary and per diem of inspector detailed to free-

delivery system.,----The bureau of accounts, in the Post Office 
Department, shall charge to the appropriation for the free-

delivery system the salary and per diem of the post-Office in-

spector detailed for that service. (R. S. §§ 4017, 4020; June 
11, 1880, c. 200, § 1, 21 Stat. 177; Mar. 3, 1897, c. 385, § 1, 29 

Stat. 648; June 10, 1921, c. 18, 42 Stat. 23.) 
696. When to give bond.—Whenever a post-office inspector is 

required to collect or disburse any public money, he shall, 

before entering upon such duty, give bond in such sum and 
form, and with such security, as the Postmaster General may 

approve. (R. S. § 4018.) 
697. Assistant Postmasters General as inspectors.—The 

Postmaster General may employ, when the service requires it, 
the Assistant Postmasters General and superintendents in his 

department as post-office inspectors; and he may allow them 
therefor not exceeding the amount expended by them as neces-

sary traveling expenses while so employed. (R. S. § 4019.) 
698. Clerks at division headquarters; grades; promotions; 

transfer of clerks or carriers in City Delivery Service to posi-
tion of clerks at division headquarters.—Clerks at division 
headquarters of post-office inspectors shall be divided into six 

grades, as follows: 
Grade 1—salary, $1,900; grade 2—salary, $2,000; grade 3— 

salary, $2,150; grade 4—salary, $2,300; grade 5—salary, 

$2,450; grade 6—salary, $2,600; and there shall be one chief 

c'.erk at each division headquarters at a salary of $3,000. In 
the readjustment of grades for clerks at division headquarters 
to conform to the grades herein provided, clerks in each of 

the grades existing on December 31, 1924, shall be included in 
the grade of the same number herein provided. Clerks at 
division headquarters shall be promoted successively to grade 5 

at the beginning of the quarter following a year's satisfactory 

service in the next lower grade and not to exceed 35 per centum 
of the force to grade 6 for meritorious service after not less 

than one year's service in grade 5, and the time served by 
clerks in their grades on December 31, 1924, shall be included 

in the year's service required for promotion in the grades pro-

vided herein. Whenever in the discretion of the Postmaster 
General the needs of the service require such action, he is 

authorized to transfer clerks or carriers in the City Delivery 
Service from post offices at which division headquarters of 

post-office inspectors are located to the position of clerk at 

suet' division headquarters after passing a noncompetitive 
examination at a salary not to exceed $2,300. After such 

transfer is made effective clerks so transferred shall be eligible 

for promotion to the grades of salary provided for clerks at 

division headquarters of post-office inspectors. (Feb. 28, 1925, 

c. 368, § 2, 43 Stat. 1055.) 

699. Same; substitutes.—When any clerk in the office of 

division headquarters in the post-office inspection service is 

absent from duty for any cause other than leave with pay 
allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under such regulations 

as he may prescribe, may authorize the employment of a substi-

tute for such work, and payment therefor from the lapsed 
salary of such absent clerk at a rate not to exceed the grade of 

pay of the clerk absent without pay. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, 
§ 2, 43 Stat. 1056.) 

700. Searches authorized.—The Postmaster General may, by 

a letter of authorization under his hand, to be filed among the 

records of his department, empower any post-office inspector 

or other officer of the Post Office Establishment to make 

searches for mailable matter transported in violation of law; 

and the inspector or officer so authorized may open and 

search any car or vehicle passing, or having lately before 

passed, from any place at which there is a post office of the 

United States to any other such place, or any box, package, or 

packet, being, or having lately before been, in such car or 

vehicle, or any store or house, other than a dwelling hotise, 
used or occupied lly any common carrier or transportation com-

pany, in which such box, package, or packet may be contained, 
whenever such inspector or officer has reason to believe that 

mailable matter, transported contrary to law, may therein he 
found. (R. S. § 4026.) 

701. Reduction in salary; restoration to former grade or 

advancement to intermediate grade.—Whenever an employee 

provided for in this chapter shall have been reduced in salary 

for any cause, he may be restored to his former grade or 

advanced to an intermediate grade at the beginning of any 
quarter following the reduction, and a restoration to a former 

grade or advancement to an intermediate grade shall not be 

construed as a promotion within the meaning of the law pro-

hibiting advancement of more than one grade within one year. 

(Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

702. Promotion regardless of increase of pay.—All employees 

provided for in this chapter in automatic grades who have 

not reached the maximum grades to which they are entitled 
to progress automatically, shall be promoted at the beginning 

of the quarter following the completion of one year's satis-

factory service since their last promotion, regardless of any 

increases in salaries granted them by the provisions of this 

chapter. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1065.) 

703. Promotion of employee whose promotion withheld.— 
Whenever the promotion of an employee provided for in this 

chapter is withheld because of unsatisfactory service, such 

employee may be promoted at the beginning of the second 

quarter thereafter, or of any subsequent quarter, on evidence 

that his record has been satisfactory during the intervening 

period. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.) 

Chapter 19.—THE MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM. 

Sec. 
711. Money-order system established. 
712. Foreign money-order exchanges. 
713. Issuance of money orders at branch offices and stations. 
714. Who to act in absence of postmaster. 
715. Blanks and books in business. 
710. Amount of orders, and fees. 
717. Clerks; compensatiou; additional clerks at international exchange 

offices. 
718. Unpaid orders. 
719. Blank applications for orders. 
720. Forms for orders. 
721. Limited money-order offices. 
722. Regulations; designation of officer to sign warrants. 
723. Indorsement of orders. 
724. Identification of payee. 
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See.
725.
72(6.
727.
728.
729.
730.
731.
732.
733.
734.
735.
T36.
737.
738.
739.

Changes and modification of orders.
Orders to correct errors.
Orders payable at any office.
Repayment of orders.
Replacing lost orders.
Payl ment; unpaid orders after lapse of seven years.
Same; domestic orders unpaid after three years.
Payment of orders issued in favor of lotteries.
Transfer of funds.
Transfer by warrant to funds.
Report of funds.
What to be funds.
Duplicates of lost checks.
Postal notes.
Disposition of money-order statements.

Section 711. Money-order system established.-To promote
public convenience, and to insure greater security in the trans-
fer of money through the mail, the Postmaster General may
establish and maintain, under such rules and regulations as
he may deem expedient, a uniform money-order system, at all
suitable post offices, which shall be designated as " money-order
offices." (R. S. § 4027.)

712. Foreign money-order exchanges.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may conclude arrangements with the post departments of
foreign governments with which postal conventions have been
or may be concluded for the exchange, by means of postal
orders, of small sums of money, not exceeding $100 in amount,
at such rates of exchange and compensation to postmasters
and under such rules and regulations as he may deem ex-
pedient; and the expenses of establishing and conducting such
systems of exchange may be paid out of the proceeds of the
money-order business. (B. 8. t 4028; Jan. 30, 1889, c. 100,
5 1, 25 Stat. 54.)

713. Issuance of money orders at branch offices and sta-
tions.-The postmaster of every city where branch post offices
or stations are established and in operation, subject to his
supervision, is authorized, under the direction of the Post-
master General, to issue, or to cause to be issued, by any of
his assistants or clerks in charge of branch post offices or
stations, postal money orders, payable at his own or at any
other money-order office, or at any branch post office or station
of his own, or of any other money-order office, as the remitters
thereof may direct; and the postmaster and his sureties shall,
in every ease, be held accountable upon his official bond for
all moneys received by him or his designated assistants or
clerks in charge of stations, from the issue of money orders, and
for all moneys which may come into his or their hands,
or be placed in his or their custody by reason of the trans-
action by them of money-order business. (R. S. § 4029.)

714. Who to act in absence of postmaster.-In case of the
sickness or unavoidable absence from his office of the post-
master of any money-order post office, be may, wgh the ap-
proval of the Postmaster General, authorize the chilef clerk,
or some other clerk employed therein, to act in his place, and
to discharge all the duties required by law of such post-
master; and the official bond given by the principal of the
office shall be held to cover and apply to the acts of the
person appointed to act in his place in such cases; and such
acting officer shall, for the time being, be subject to all the
liabilities and penalties prescribed by law for the official mis-
conduct in like cases of the postmaster for whom he shall act.
(R. S. § 4031.)

715. Blanks and books in business.-Except as provided In
section 111 of Title 44, or otherwise provided by law, all blanks,
blank books, and printed or engraved matter supplied to post-
masters by the Postmaster General or used In his department
for the transaction of the money-order business shall be ob-
tained from the lowest responsible bidders for furnishing printed
and engraved matter, respectively, under separate advertise-
ments calling for proposals to furnish the same for a Period of

four years, upon such conditions as the Postmastor General
may prescribe. The Director of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing of the Treasury Department shall submit estimates
of the cost of furnishing such printed and engraved matter
as may be required for use in the money-order business, and
shall furnish such printed and engraved matter whenever
upon his estimates of cost the expenditure therefor will be
less than upon proposals made as above provided for. (Mar.
3, 1883, c. 123, § 2, 22 Stat. 527; June 4, 1897, c. 2, § 1, 30
Stat. 18.)

716. Amount of orders, and fees.-A money order shall not
be issued for more than $100, and the fees for domestic orders
shall be as follows-

For or0ers not exceeding $2.50, 5 cents.
For orders exceeding $2.50 and not exceeding $5, 7 cents.
For orders exceeding $5 and not exceeding $10, 10 cents.
For orders exceeding $10 and not exceeding $20, 12 cents.
For orders exceeding $20 and not exceeding $40, 15 cents.
For orders exceeding $40 and not exceeding $60, 18 cents.
For orders exceeding $60 and not exceeding $80, 20 cents.
For orders exceeding $80 and not exceeding $100, 22 cents.

(Mar. 3, 1883, c. 123, t 3, 22 Stat. 527; Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 2,
28 Stat. 31; Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, § 208, 43 Stat. 1068.)

717. Clerks; compensation; additional clerks at international
exchange offices.-Postmasters at money-order post offices of
the first and second classes may be allowed by the Postmaster
General to employ such number of clerks in the transaction of
their money-order business, and at such rates of compensation,
respectively, as he may deem expedient, except as otherwise
provided in chapter 1 of this title. At all money-order post-
offices, other than post offices of the first, second, and third
classes, the compensation for the clerical labor in the money-
order business shall be paid out of the fees received for the
issue of money orders, and shall be 3 cents for each domestice or
international money order issued. The Postmaster General
may allow to the postmaster at each international exchange
office such additional amount In each case, out of the annual
appropriation for clerks in post offices, as he may deem ex-
pedient to enable these postmasters to obtain the clerical labor
necessary for the performance of such special duties as are
imposed upon them by the operations of the money-order system
and are not required of other postmasters. The salaries of
postmasters, as fixed by law, shall be deemed and taken to be
full compensation for the responsibility and risk incurred and
for the personal services rendered by them as custodians of the
money-order and other funds of the Post Office Department.
(Mar. 3, 1883, c. 123, § 4, 22 Stat. 528; Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 3,
28 Stat. 31; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §f 1, 3, 4, 43 Stat. 1054, 1056,
1059.)

718. Unpaid orders.-Domestic money orders shall not be
paid at the offices upon which they are drawn, or at the offices
of Issue after one year from the last day of the month of
issue of such money orders; but such money orders shall be
sent to the Post Office Department and shall be paid by a
warrant of the Postmaster General countersigned by the
Comptroller General of the United States out of any money in
the Treasury to the credit of the Post Office Department, to
the extent of the moneys paid in on this account, the payments
so made to be charged to an appropriation account hereby
created to be denominated "Unpaid money orders more than
one year old." (Mar. 8, 1883, e. 123, § 5, 22 Stat. 528; Jan.
27, 1894, c. 21, f 4, 28 Stat. 32; June 10, 1921, e. 18, § 304,
42 Stat. 24.)

719. Blank applications for orders.-The Postmaster General
shall supply such money-order offices, as he may deem expe-
dient, with blank forms of applications for money orders, in
sauh form as he may direct. (B. . 4033; Jan. 27, 1894, c.
21. 1 7. 28 Stat. 8\
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Section 711. Money-order system established.—To promote 
public convenience, and to insure greater security in the trans-
fer of money through the mail, the Postmaster General may 
establish and maintain, under such rules and regulations as 
he may deem expedient, a uniform money-order system, at all 
suitable post offices, which shall be designated as " money-order 
offices." (R. S. § 4027.) 

712. Foreign money-order exchanges.—The Postmaster Gen-
eral may conclude arrangements with the post departments of 
foreign governments with which postal conventions have been 
or may be concluded for the exchange, by means of postal 
orders, of small sums of money, not exceeding $100 in amount, 
at such rates of exchange and compensation to postmasters 
and under such rules and regulations as he may deem ex-
pedient; and the expenses of establishing and conducting such 

systems of exchange may be paid out of the proceeds of the 
money-order business. (R. S. 4028; Jan. 30, 1889, c. 100, 
it 1, 25 Stat. 654.) 

• 713. Issuance of money orders at branch offices and sta-
tionsw—The postmaster of every city where branch post offices 
or stations are established and in operation, subject to his 
supervision, is authorized, under the direction of the Post-

master General, to Issue, or to cause to be issued, by any of 
his assistants or clerks in charge of branch post offices or 
stations, postal money orders, payable at his own or at any 
other money-order office, or at any branch post office or station 
of his own, or of any other money-order office, as the remitters 

thereof may direct; and the postmaster and his sureties shall, 
in every ease, be held accountable upon his official bond for 
all moneys received by him or his designated assistants or 

clerks in charge of stations, from the issue of money orders, and 
for all moneys- which may come into his or their hands, 
or be placed in his or their custody by reason of the trans-

action by them of money-order business. (R. S. § 4029.) 
714. Who to act in absence of postmaster.—In case of the 

sickness or unavoidable absence from his office of the post-
master of any money-order post office, he may, with the ap-
proval of the Postmaster General, authorize the c'bief clerk, 
or some other clerk employed therein, to act in his place, and 

to discharge all the duties required by law of such post-
master; and the official bond given by the principal of the 
office shall be held to cover and apply to the acts of the 

person appointed to act in his place in such cases; and such 
acting officer shall, for the time being, be subject to all the 
liabilities and penalties prescribed by law for the official mis-
conduct in like cases of the postmaster for whom he shall act. 
(R. S. § 4031.) 

715. Blanks and books in business.—Except as provided in 
section 111 of Title 44, or otherwise provided by law, all blanks, 
blank books, and printed or engraved matter supplied to post-

masters by the Postmaster General or used in his department 
for the transaction of the money-order business shall be ob-
tained from the lowest responsible bidders for furnishing printed 
and engraved matter, respectively, under separate advertise-

ments calling for proposals to furnish the same for a period 9t 

four years, upon such conditions as the Postmaster General 

may prescribe. The Director of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing of the Treasury Department shall submit estimates 
of the cost of furnishing such printed and engraved matter 
as may be required for use in the money-order business, and 
shall furnish such printed and engraved matter whenever 
upon his estimates of cost the expenditure therefor will be 
less than upon proposals made as above provided for. (Mar. 
3, 1883, c. 123, § 2, 22 Stat. 527; June 4, 1897, c. 2, § 1, 30 
Stat. 18.) 

716. Amount of orders, and fees.—A money order shall not 
be issued for more than $100, and the fees for domestic orders 

shall be as follows— 

For orciers not exceeding $2.50, 5 cents. 
For orders exceeding $2.50 and not exceeding $5, 7 cents. 
For orders exceeding $5 and not exceeding $10, 10 cents. 
For orders exceeding $10 and not exceeding $20, 12 cents. 
For orders exceeding $20 and not exceeding $40, 15 cents. 

For orders exceeding $40 and not exceeding $60, 18 cents. 
For orders exceeding $60 and not exceeding $80, 20 cents. 
For orders exceeding $80 and not exceeding $100, 22 cents. 

(Mar. 3, 1883, c. 123, § 3, 22 Stat. 527; Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 2, 

28 Stat. 31; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 208, 43 Stat. 1068.) 
717. Clerks; compensation; additional clerks at international 

exchange offices.—Postmasters at money-order post offices of 
the first and second classes may be allowed by the Postmaster 

General to employ such number of clerks. In the transaction of 
their money-order business, and at such rates of cOmpensation, 
respectively, as he may deem expedient, except as otherwise 

provided in chapter 1 of this title. At all money-order post-
offices, other than post offices of the first, second, and third 
classes, the compensation for the clerical labor in the money-
order business shall be paid out of the fees received for the 

issue of money orders, and shall be 3 cents for each domestic or 
international money order issued. The Postmaster General 
may allow to the postmaster at each international exchange 
office such additional amount in each ease, out of the annual 

appropriation for clerks in post offices, as he may deem ex-

pedient to enable these postmasters to obtain the clerical labor 
necessary for the performance of such special duties as are 

imposed upon them by the operations of the money-order system 
and are not required of other postmasters. The salaries of 
postmasters, as fixed by law, shall be deemed and taken to be 
full compensation for the responsibility and risk incurred and 
for the personal services rendered by them as custodians of the 

money-order and other funds of the Post Office Department. 
(Mar. 3, 1883, e. 123, § 4, 22 Stat. 528; Jan. 27, 1894, e. 21, § 
28 Stat. 31; Feb. 28, 1925, e. 368, I§ 1, 3, 4, 43 Stat. 1054, 1056, 
1059.) 

718. Unpaid orders.—Domestic money orders shall not be 

paid at the offices upon which they are drawn, or at the offices 
of issue after one year from the last day of the month of 
issue of such money orders; but such money orders shall be 
sent to the Post Office Department and shall be paid by a 

warrant of the Postmaster General countersigned by the 
Comptroller General of the United States out of any money in 
the Treasury to the credit of the Post Office Department to 
the extent of the moneys paid in on this account, the payments 
so made to be charged to an appropriation account hereby 

created to be denominated " Unpaid money orders more than 
one year old." (Mar. 8, 1883, e. 123, § 5, 22 Stat. 528; Jail. 
27, 1894, e. 21, § 4, 28 Stat. 32; June 10, 1921, e. 18, 6 304, 
42 Stat. 24.) 

719. Blank applications for orders.—The Postmaster General 
shall supply such money-order offices, as be may deem expe-
dient, with blank forms of applications for money orders, in 
such form as he may direct. (B. 8. 1 4033; Jan. 27, 1804, e. 

§. 7, 28 gitat. 82.), 
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720. Forms for orders.-The Postmaster General shall pre-
scribe tile forms for the issue of money orders and shall
furnish money-order offices with printed or engraved forms
for domestic money orders, and no money order shall be valid
unless drawn upon such form. (R. S. § 4034; Jan. 27, 1894, c.
21. § 9, 28 Stat 33; Mar. 1, 1899, c. 327, § 5, 30 Stat. 966;
June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

721. Limited money-order offices.-The Postmaster General
amy authorize postmasters at post offices other than those

designated as money-order offices to issue money orders in the
same form as provided for in section 720 of this title, excepting
that such money orders shall be in such form as to prevent
their being drawn for a sum in excess of $5; the rates for such
money orders to be the same as those provided for in section
716 of this title, and post offices so authorized shall be desig-
nated "limited money-order offices." (Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 10,
28 Stat. 33.)

722. Regulations; designation of officer to sign warrants.-
The Postmaster General shall have power to make all needful
regulations for the enforcement of this chapter, and may desig-
nate any officer of the Post Office Department above the grade
of fourth-class clerk to sign all warrants authorized by this
chapter in his stead, and such warrants when so signed shall
be of the same validity as if they had been signed by the Post-
master General. (Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 12, 28 Stat. 33.)

723. Indorsement of orders.-The payee of a money order
may, by his written indorsement thereon, direct it to be paid to
any other person, and the postmaster on whom it is drawn shall
pay the same to the person thus designated, provided he shall
furnish such proof as the Postmaster General may prescribe
that the indorsement is genuine, and that he is the person
empowered to receive payment; but more than one indorsement
shall render an order invalid and not payable, and the holder,
to obtain payment, must apply in writing to the Postmaster
General for a new order in lieu thereof, returning the original
order, and making such proof of the genuineness of the indorse-
ments as the Postmaster General may require. (R. S. 1 4037;
Feb. 18, 1875, c. 80, § 1, 18 Stat. 320.)

724. Identification of payee.-Postmasters shall not issue any
money order conditioned that identification of payee, indorsee,
or attorney may be waived, nor shall any postmaster pay any
money order issued without requiring identification of the
payee, indorsee, or attorney. (Mar. 1, 1899, c. 327, § 5, 30
Stat. 966.)

725. Changes and modification of orders.-After a money
order has been issued, if the purchaser desires to have it modi-
lied or changed, the postmaster who issued the order shall take
it back and issue another in lieu of it, for which a new fee shall
be exacted. (R. S. § 4038.)

726. Orders to correct errors.-Money orders may be drawn
by the Superintendent of the Division of Money Orders with-

out the exaction of an additional fee for the purpose of cor-
recting errors made by issuing or paying postmasters. (Mar.
1, 1899, c. 327, § 5, 30 Stat. 966.)

727. Orders payable at any office.-Under such rules and
re-zulations as the Postmaster General shall prescribe postal
money orders may be issued payable at any money-order post
office, and all money orders shall be legally payable at any
money-order post office, although drawn on a specified office.
(Feb. 6, 191-1, c. 15, 38 Stat. 280.)

728. Repayment of orders.-The postmaster issuing a money
order shall repay the amount of it upon the application of
the person who obtained it, and the return of the order; but
the fee paid for it shall not be returned. (1. S. § 4039; Jan.
27, 1s94, c. 21, § 6, 28 Stat. 32; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42
Stat. 24.)

729. Replacing lost orders.-Whenever a money order has
hbo.n ii.t within one year from the last day of the month of

issue the Postmaster General, upon the application of the
remitter or payee of such order, may cause a duplicate thereof
to be issued, without charge, providing the person losing the
original shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster by whom
it was payable that it has not been, and will not thereafter be,
paid; and a similar certificate from the postmaster by whom it
was issued that it has has not been, and will not thereafter be,
repaid. Whenever a money order, which has not been paid
within one year from the last day of the month of issue, has
been lost, the Postmaster General, upon the application of the
remitter or payee of such order, shall issue a warrant for the
payment thereof, as provided for in section 718 of this title,
without charge, on the certificate of the General Accounting
Office, or upon such other proof satisfactory to the Postmaster
General, that the order has not been paid. (R. S. § 4040; Jan.
27, 1894, c. 21, § 11, 28 Stat. 33; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304,
42 Stat. 24.)

730. Payment; unpaid orders after lapse of seven years.-
The Postmaster General upon evidence satisfactory to him, and
under such special regulations as he shall prescribe, may cause
payment to be made in the manner prescribed in sections 718
and 729 of this title, of the amount of any money order remain-
ing unpaid after the lapse of seven years from the date of its
issue. (July 16, 1894, c. 137, § 4, 28 Stat. 107; Mar. 3, 1897,
c. 385, 29 Stat. 648.)

731. Same; domestic orders unpaid after three years.-The
Postmaster General, upon evidence satisfactory to him, and
under such special regulations as he shall prescribe, may
cause payment to be made in the manner prescribed in sections
718 and 729 of this title, of the amount of any domestic money
order remaining unpaid after the lapse of three years from
the date of its issue. It shall be the duty of the General Ac-
counting Office to maintain a complete and permanent record
of all unpaid money orders issued by postmasters in the
United: States, or such of its insular possessions as are ame-
nable to the authority of the Postmaster General for payment
within its own territory, such record to serve as a basis for
adjudicating claims for payment by warrant of the amounts of
said orders. (May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 416; June 10, 1921,
c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

732. Payment of orders issued in favor of lotteries.-The
Postmaster General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him
that any person or company is engaged in conducting any lot-
tery, gift enterprise, or scheme for the distribution of money,
or of any real or personal property by lot, chance, or drawing
of any kind, or that any person or company is conducting any
other schemle for obtaining m'ney or property of any kind
through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses,
representations, or promises, forbid the payment by any post-
master to-aid person or company of any postal money orders
drawn tIhis or its order, or in his or its favor, or to the
agent of any such person or company, whether such agent is
acting as an individual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or asso-
ciation of any kind, and may provide by regulation for the
return to the remitters of the sums named in such money
orders.

This shall not authorize any person to open any letter not
addressed to himself.

The public advertisement by such person or company so con-
ducting any such lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device,
that remittances for the same may be made by means of postal
money orders to any other person, firm, bank, corporation, or
association named therein shall be held to be prima facie evi-
dence of the existence of said agency by ll the parties named
therein; but the Postmaster General shall not be precluded
from ascertaining the existence of such agency in any other
legal way. (R. S. § 4041; Sept. 19, 1890, c. 908, § 3, 26
Stat. 466.)
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720. Forms for orders.-The Postmaster General shall pre-

scribe the forms for the issue of money orders and shall 

furnish money-order offices with printed or engraved forms 
for domestic money orders, and no money order shall be valid 

unless drawn upon such form. (R. S. § 4034; Jan. 27, 1894, c. 
21, § 9, 28 Stat 33; Mar. 1, 1899, c. 327, § 5, 30 Stat. 966; 
June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

721. Limited money-order offices.-The Postmaster General 

may authorize postmasters at post offices other than those 
designated as money-order offices to issue money orders in the 

same form as provided for in section 720 of this title, excepting 

that such money orders shall be in such form as to prevent 

their being drawn for a sum in excess of $5; the rates for such 
money orders to be the same as those provided for in section 

716 of this title, and post offices so authorized shall be desig-

nated "limited money-order offices." (Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 10, 
28 Stat. 33.) 

722. Regulations; designation of officer to sign warrants.-

The Postmaster General shall have power to make all needful 

regulations for the enforcement of this chapter, and may desig-

nate any officer of the Post Office Department abirve the grade 

of fourth-class clerk to sign all warrants authorized by this 

chapter in his stead, and such warrants when so signed shall 
be of the same validity as if they had been signed by the Post-

master General. (Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 12, 28 Stat. 33.) 

723. Indorsement of orders.-The payee of a money order 

may, by his written indorsement thereon, direct it to be paid to 

any other person, and the postmaster on whom it is drawn shall 

pay the same to the person thus designated, provided he shall 

furnish such proof as the Postmaster General may prescribe 

that the indorsement is genuine, and that he is the person 

empowered to receive payment; but more than one indorsement 
shall render an order invalid and not payable, and the holder, 

to obtain payment, must apply in writing to the Postmaster 
General for a new order in lien thereof, returning the original 

order, and making such proof of the gennhaeness of theindorse-

ments as the Postmaster General may require.. (R. S. § 4037; 

Feb. 18, 1875, c. 80, § 1, 18 Stat. 320.) 
724. Identification of payee.-Postmasters shall not issue any 

money order conditioned that identification of payee, indorsee, 

or attorney may be waived, nor shall any postmaster pay any 
money order issued without requiring identification of the 
payee, indorsee, or attorney. (Mar. 1, 1890, c. 327, § 5, 30 

Stat. 966.) 

725. Changes and modification of orders.-After a money 
order has been issued, if the purchaser desires to have it modi-

fied Or changed, the postmaster who issued the order shall take 

it back and issue another in lieu of it, for which a new fee shall 

be exacted. (R. S. § 4038.) 

726. Orders to correct errors.-Money orders may be drawn 

by the Superintendent of the Division of Money Orders with-
out the exaction of an additional fee for the purpose of cor-

recting errors made by issuing or paying postmasters. (Mar. 

1, 1899, c. 327, § 5, 30 Stat. 966.) 
727. Orders payable at any office.-Under such rules and 

rezulations as the Postmaster General shall prescribe postal 
money orders may be issued payable at any money-order post 
office, and all money orders shall be legally payable at any 

money-order post office, although drawn on a specified office. 
(Feb. 6, 1914, c. 15, 38 Stat. 280.) 

728. Repayment of orders.-The postmaster issuing a money 
order shall repay the amount of it upon the application of 
the person who obtained it, and the return of the order; but 

the fee paid for it shall not be returned. (R. S. § 4039; Jan. 

27, 1894, c. 21, § 6, 2S Stat. 32; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 

Stat. 24.) 
729. Replacing lost orders.-Whenever a money order has 

been lost within one year from the last day of the month of 

issue the Postmaster General, upon the application of the 
remitter or payee of such order, may cause a duplicate thereof 

to be issued, without charge, providing the person losing the 

original shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster by whom 
it was payable that it has not been, and will not thereafter be, 

paid; and a similar certificate from the postmaster by whom it 

was issued that it has has not been, and will not thereafter be, 
repaid. Whenever a money order, which has not been paid 

within one year from the last day of the month of issue, has 

been lost, the Postmaster General, upon the application of the 
remitter or payee of such order, shall issue a warrant for the 

payment thereof, as provided for in section 718 of this title, 

without charge, on the certificate of the General Accounting 

Office, or upon such other proof satisfactory to the Postmaster 

General, that the order has not been paid. (R. S. § 4040; Jan. 

27, 1894, c. 21, § 11, 28 Stat. 33; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 
42 Stat. 24.) 

• 730. Payment; unpaid orders after lapse of seven years.-

The Postmaster General upon evidence satisfactory to him, and 
under such special regulations as he shall prescribe, may cause 

payment to be made in the manner prescribed in sections 718 

and 729 of this title, of the amount of any money order remain-

ing unpaid after the lapse of seven years from the date of its 

issue. (July 16, 1894, c. 137, § 4, 28 Stat. 107; Mar. 3, -1897, 
c. 385, 29 Stat. 648.) 

731. Same; domestic orders - unpaid after three years.-The 

Postmaster General, upon evidence satisfactory to him, and 

under such special regulations as he shall prescribe, may 

cause payment to be made in the manner prescribed in sections 
718 and 729 of this title, of the amount of• any domestic money 

order remaining unpaid after the lapse of three years from 

the date of its issue. It shall be the duty of the General Ac-

counting Office to maintain a complete and permanent record 

of all unpaid money orders issued by postmasters in the 
United* States, or such of its insular possessions as are ame-

nable to the authority of the Postmaster General for payment 

within its own territory, such record to serve as a basis for 

adjudicating claims for payment by warrant of the amounts of 
said orders. (May 27, 1908, c. 206; 35 Stat. 416; June 10, 1921, 

c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

732. Payment of orders issued in favor of lotteries.-The 
Postmaster General may, upon evidence satisfactory to him 

that any person or company is engaged in conducting any lot-

tery, gift enterprise, or scheme for the distribution of money, 

or of any real or personal property by lot, chance, or drawing 

of any kind, or that any person or company is conducting any 

other scheme for obtaining money or property of any kind 

through the mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, 

representations, or promises, forbid the payment by any post-

master tlidsaid person or company of any postal money orders 

drawn ttlitiis or its order, or in his or its favor, or to the 
agent of any such person or company, whether such agent is 
acting as an individual or as a firm, bank, corporation, or asso-

ciation of any kind, and may provide by regulation for the 

return to the remitters of the sums named in such money. 

orders. 

This shall not authorize any person to open any letter not 

addressed to himself. 
The public advertisement by such person or company so con-

ducting any such lottery, gift enterprise, scheme, or device, 
that remittances for the same may be made by means of postal 

money orders to any other person, firm, bank, corporation, or 
association named therein shall be held to be prima fade evi-

dence of the existence of said agency by all the parties named 

therein; but the Postmaster General shall not be precluded 
from ascertaining the existence of such agency in any other 

legal way. (R. S. § 4041; Sept. 19, 1890, c. 908, 3, 26 

Stat. 466.) 
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733. Transfer of fpnds.-All payments and transfers to and

from money-order offices shall be under the direction of the

Postmaster General. He may transfer money-order funds
from one postmaster to another, and from the postal revenue

to the money-order funds; and he may transfer money-order
funds to creditors of the department, to be replaced by equiva-
lent transfers from the postal revenues. (R. S. § 4042.)

734. Transfer by warrant to funds.-The Postmaster Gen-

eral may transfer to the postmaster at any money-order office,
by warrant on the Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller

General of the United States and payable out of the postal
revenues, such sum as may be required over and above the
current revenues at his office to pay the money orders drawn
upon him. AR. S. § 4043; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42

Stat. 24.)
735. Report of funds.-It shall be the duty of postmasters at

post offices authorized to issue money orders to render to the

comptroller, bureau of accounts, Post Office Department, quar-

terly, monthly, semimonthly, weekly, semiweekly, or daily
accounts of all money orders issued and paid, of all fees re-

ceived for Issuing them, of all transfers and payments made
from money-order funds, and of all money received to be used

for the payment of money orders or on account of money-

order business. (IL S. § 4044; Jan. 27, 1894, c. 21, § 8, 28

Stat. 32; Feb. 18, 1925, c. 265, 43 Stat. 950.)
736. What to he funds.-AI money received for the sale of

money orders, including all fees thereon, all money transferred
from the postal revenues to the money-order funds, all money
transferred or paid from the money-order funds to the service

of the Post Office Department, and all money-order funds trans-

ferred from one postmaster to another, shall be deemed and

taken to be money-order funds and money in the Treasury

of the United States. And it shall be the duty of the Treasurer
of the United States or depositary designated by the Secretary
of the Treasury under section 476 of Title 31 to open, at the
request of the Postmaster General, an account of "money-
order funds" deposited by postmasters to the credit of the
Postmaster General, and of drafts against the amount so de-
posited, drawn by him and countersigned by the comptroller
of the bureau of accounts in the Post Office Department.
(R. S. § 4045; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24; May 29,
1920, c. 214, § 1, 41 Stat. 655.)

737. Duplicates of lost checks.-Disbursing officers of the
United States shall ssue, under regulations to be prescribed
by the Secretary of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks
drawn by them in favor of any postmaster on account of
money order or other public funds received by them from some
other postmaster. (R. S. § 4046.)

738. Postal notes.-The Postmaster General may authorize
postmasters at such offices as he shall designate, jmder such
regulations as he shall prescribe, to issue and pay mwey orders
of fixed denominations, not exceeding $10, to be known as
postal notes.

Postal notes shall be valid for six calendar months from the
. last day of the month of their issue, but thereafter may be

paid under such regulations as the Postmaster General may
prescribe.

Postal notes shall not be negotiable or transferable through
indorsement.

If a postal note has been once paid, to whomsoever paid,
the United States shall not be liable for any further claim
for the amount thereof. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, S 8, 36 Stat.
1340.)

739. Disposition of money-order statements.-The Secretary
of the Treasury and the Postmaster General shall cause to be
destroyed, in such manner as they may deem best, all money-
order statements rendered by postmasters and all paid money
orders accompanying the same_ as wail as all dsri4-ntvea lists

of international money orders certified to or by the exennuge

offices designated for conducting money-order transactions with

foreign countries, and all coupons of issued international money

orders filed in the General Accounting Office, after three years

shall have elapsed from the expiration of the period covered

by such statements and lists. (May 27, 1908, c. 206, § 1, 35 Stat.

415; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

Chapter 20.-POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORIES.

Sec.
751. Board of trustees; regulations; annual report.
752. Mail pertaining to business transmitted free.
753. Designation of offices.
754. Opening accounts and making deposits.
755. Pass books; entries therein.
756.-Deposits; amount; eards and stamps for small amounts.
757. Interest; limitation of balance.
758. Withdrawals; payment from deposits.
759. Deposit of funds in banks; interest; reserve; security; deposits

with treasurer of board of trustees.
700. Bonds issued to depositors; Investment of savings funds in

bonds.
761. Investment of funds in United States bonds subject to call

for redemption.
762. Funds kept separate; accountability therefor; application of

laws relating to postal receipts; additional bonds of post-
masters.

763. No additional compensation to postmasters or other employees.
764. Duties of postmasters and other officers.
765. Application of safeguards for protection of public moneys and of

laws as to offenses against Postal Service.
766. Faith of United States pledged to payment of deposits.
767. Judgment adjudicating right or interest in deposit.
768. Powers of Postmaster General as to designation of offices, com-

pensation of superintendents and inspectors, office hours and
regulations as to deposits and withdrawals.

769. Transaction of business of Postal Savings System.

Section 751. Board of trustees; regulations; annual report.-
There shall be a board of trustees for the control, supervision,
and administration of the postal savings depository offices
designated and established under the provisions of this chap-
ter, and of the funds received as deposits at such postal sav-
ings depository offices by virtue thereof. Said board shall
consist of the Postmaster General, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and the Attorney General, severally, acting ex officio,
and, except as otherwise provided by section-768 of this title,
shall have power to make all necessary and proper regulations
for the receipt, transmittal, custody, deposit, investment, and
repayment of the funds deposited at postal savings depository
offices.

The board of trustees shall submit a report to Congress at
the beginning of each regular session showing by States and
Territories (for the preceding fiscal year) the number and
names of post offices receiving deposits, the aggregate amount
of deposits made therein, the aggregate amount of withdrawals
therefrom, the number of depositors in each, the total amount
standing to the credit of all depositors at the conclusion of
the year, the amount of such deposits at interest, the amount
of interest received thereon, the amount of interest paid
thereon, the amount of deposits surrendered by depositors
for bonds issued by authority of this chapter, and the num-
ber and amount of unclaimed deposits. Also the amount
invested in Government securities by the trustees, the amount
of extra expense of the Post Office Department and the Postal
Service incident to the operation of the postal savings de-
pository system, and all other facts which it may deem
pertinent and proper to present. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 1,
36 Stat. 814; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559; Sept.
23, 1914, c. 308, 38 Stat. 716.)

752. Mail pertaining to business transmitted free.-The pro-
visions of section 321 of this title are hereby extended and made
applicable to all official mail matter pertaining to the business
of the Postal Savings System. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 2,
A6 Stat 815: Se. nt q.- 1l14. c. 308 S Stat. 716 i
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733. Transfer of fpnds.—All payments and transfers to and 
from money-order offices shall be under the direction of the 

Postmaster General. He may transfer money-order funds 
from one postmaster to another, and from the postal revenue 

to the money-order funds; and he may transfer money-order 
funds to creditors of the department, to be replaced by equiva-
lent transfers from the postal revenues. (R. S. § 4042.) 

734. Transfer by warrant to funds.—The Postmaster Gen-
eral may transfer to the postmaster at any money-order office, 
by warrant on the Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller 
General of the United States and payable out of the postal 
revenues, such sum as may be required over and above the 
current revenues at his office to pay the money orders drawn 
upon him. (R. S. § 4043; June 10, 1921, c. 18, i 304, 42 

Stat. 24.) 

. 735. Report of funds.—It shall be the duty of postmasters at 
post offices authorized to issue money orders to render to the 
comptroller, bureau of accounts, Post Office Department, quar-

terly, monthly, semimonthly, weekly, semiweekly, or daily 
accounts of all money orders issued and paid, of all fees re-
ceived for issuing them, of all transfers and payments made 
from money-order funds, and of all money received to be used 
for the payment of money orders or on account of money-

order business. (R. S. § 4044; Jan. 27, 1894, e. 21, § 8, 28 
Stat. 32; Feb. 18, 1925, c. 265, 43 Stat. 950.) 
736. What to be funds.—AU money received for the sale of 

mone,y orders, including all fees thereon, all money transferred 

from the postal revenues to the money-order funds, all money 
transferred or paid from the money-order funds to the service 

of the Post Office Department, and all money-order funds trans-

ferred from one postmaster to another, shall be deemed and 
taken to be money-order funds and money in the Treasury 

of the United States. And it shall be the duty of the Treasurer 
of the United States or depositary designated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury under section 476 of Title 31 to open, at the 
request of the Postmaster General, an account of " money-
order funds" deposited by postmasters to the credit of the 
Postmaster General, and of drafts against the amount so de-
posited, drawn by him and countersigned by the comptroller 
of the bureau of accounts in the Post Office Department. 
(R. S. § 4045; June 10, 1921, e. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24; May 29, 

1920, e. 214, § 1, 41 Stat. 655.) 
737. Duplicates of lost checks.—Disbursing officers of the 

United States shall issue, under regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks 
drawn by them in favor of any postmaster on account of 
money order or other public funds received by them from some 
other postmaster. (R. S. f 4048.) 

738. Postal notes.—The Postmaster General may authorize 
postmasters at such offices as he shall designate, der such 
regulations as he shall prescribe, to issue and pay ey orders 

of fixed denominations, not exceeding $10, to be known as 
postal notes. 

Postal notes shall be valid for six calendar months from the 
. last day of the month of their issue, but thereafter may be 

paid under such regulations as the Postmaster General may 
prescribe. 

Postal notes shall not be negotiable or transferable through 
indorsement. 

If a postal note has been once paid, to whomsoever paid, 
the United States shall not be liable for any further claim 
for the amount thereof. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, 1 8, 36 Stat. 
1340.) 

739. Disposition of money-order statements.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Postmaster General shall cause to be 
destroyed, in such manner as they may deem best, all money-

Order statemeets rendered by postmasters and all paid money 
orders accompanying the same, as well as all descriptive lists 

of international money orders certified to or by the exchange 
offices designated for conducting money-order transactions with 
foreign countries, and all coupons of issued international money 
orders filed in the General Accounting Office, after three years 

shall have elapsed from the expiration of the period covered 
by such statements and lists. (May 27, 1908, c. 206, § 1, 35 Stat. 

415; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

Chapter 20.—POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORIES. 

Sec. 
751. Board of trustees; regulations; annual report. 
752. Mail pertaining to business transmitted free. 
753. Designation of offices. 
754_ Opening accounts and making deposits. 
755. Pass books; entries therein. 
756. -Deposits; amount r cards and stamps for small amounts. 
-757. Interest; limitation of balance. 
758. Withdrawals; payment from deposits. 
759. Deposit of funds in banks; interest; reserve; security; 

with treasurer of board of trustees. 
700. Bonds issued to depositors; investment of savings funds in 

bonds. 
161. Investment of funds in United States bonds subject to call 

for redemption. 
762. Funds kept separate; accountability therefor; application of 

laws relating to postal receipts; additional bonds of post-
masters. 

763. No additional compensation to postmasters or other employees. 
764. Duties of postmasters and other officers. 
769. Application of safeguards for protection of public moneys and of 

laws as to offenses against Postal Service. 
766. Faith of United States pledged to payment of deposits. 
767. Judgment adjudicating right or interest in deposit. 
768. Powers of Postmaster General as to designation of offices, com-

pensation of superintendents and inspectors, office hours and 
regulations as to deposits and withdrawals. 

769. Transaction of business of Postal Savings System. 

Section 751. Board of trustees; regulations; annual report.— 

There shall be a board of trustees for the control, supervision, 
and administration of the postal savings depository offices 
designated and established under the provisions of this chap-
ter, and of the funds received as deposits at such postal sav-
ings depository offices by virtue thereof. Said board shall 
consist of the Postmaster General, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and the Attorney General, severally, acting ex officio, 

and, except as otherwise provided by section- 768 of this title, 
shall have power to make all necessary and proper regulations 

for the receipt, transmittal, custody, deposit, investment, and 
repayment of the funds deposited at postal savings depository 
offices. 
The board of trustees shall submit a report to Congress at 

the beginning of each regular session showing by States and 
Territories (for the preceding fiscal year) the number and 
names of post offices receiving deposits, the aggregate amount 
of deposits made therein, the aggregate amount of withdrawals 
therefrom, the number of depositors in each, the total amount 
standing to the credit of all depositors at the conclusion of 
the year, the amount of such deposits at interest, the amount 
of interest received thereon, the amount of interest paid 
thereon, the amount of deposits surrendered by depositors 
for bonds Issued by authority of this chapter, and the num-

ber and amount of unclaimed deposits. Also the amount 

invested in Government securities by the trustees, the amount 
of extra expense of the Post Office Department and the Postal 
Service incident to the operation of the postal savings de-
pository system, and all other facts which it may deem 
pertinent and proper to present. (June 25, 1910, e. 386, § 1, 
36 Stat. 814; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559; Sept. 
23, 1914, c. 308, 38 Stat. 716.) 

752. Mail pertaining to business transmitted free.—The pro-

visions of section 321 of this title are hereby extended and made 
applicable to all official mail matter pertaining to the business 

of the Postal Savings System. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 2, 
36 Stat. 815; Sept. M, 1914, e. 308, 38 Stat. 716.) 

deposits 
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753. Designation of offices.-Every post office designated by
ord r of the Postmaster General is declared to be a postal
;nav ii,s depository office within the meaning of this chapter
anl to he authorized and required to receive deposits of funds
from the public and to account for and dispose of the same,
:eccording to the provisions of this chapter and the regulations
made in pursuance thereof. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 3, 36 Stat.
815; Aug. 24. 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559.)

754. Opening accounts and making deposits.-Accounts may
be opened and deposits made in any postal savings depository
established under this chapter by any person of the age of ten
years or over, in his or her own name, and by a married woman
in her own name and free from any control or Interference by
her husband; but no person shall at the same time have more
than one postal savings account in his or her own right. (June
25, 1910, c. 386, § 4, 36 Stat. 815.)

755. Pass books; entries therein.-The postmaster at a postal
savings depository office shall, upon the making of an applica-
tion to open an account under this chapter and the submission
of an initial deposit, deliver to the depositor a pass book free
of cost, upon which shall be written the name and signature or
mark of the depositor and such other memoranda as may be
necessary for purposes of identification, in which pass book
entries of all deposits and withdrawals shall be made In both
figures and writing: Provfded, That the Postmaster General may
adopt some other device or devices in lieu of a pass book as a
means of making and preserving evidence of deposits and with-
drawals. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 5, 86 Stat 815; Aug. 24, 1912,
c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559.)

756. Deposits; amount; cards and stamps for small
amounts.-At least $1, or a larger amount In multiples thereof,
must be deposited before an account is opened with the person
depositing the same, and $1, or multiples thereof, may be de-
posited after such account has been opened, but the balance
to the credit of any one person, upon which interest is payable,
shall not exceed $2,500, exclusive of accumulated interest, and
noninterest paying deposits shall not be accepted. In order
that smaller amounts may be accumulated for deposit, any
person may purchase for 10 cents, from any postal savings
depository, specially prepared adhesive stamps to be known
as " postal savings stamps," and attach them to a card which
shall be furnished for the purpose. A card with ten postal
savings stamps affixed shall be accepted as a deposit of $1
either in opening an account or in adding to an existing ac-
count, or may be redeemed in cash. It is hereby made the
duty of the Postmaster General to prepare such postal sav-
ings cards and postal savings stamps of denominations of 10
cents, and to keep them on sale at every postal savings de-
pository office, and to prescribe all necessary rules and regula-
tions for the issue, sale, and cancellation thereof. (June 25,
1910, c. 38S, § 6, 36 Stat. 815; May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 1, 39 Stat.
159: July 2, 1918, c. 117, §§ 12, 13, 40 Stat. 754.)

757. Interest; limitation of balance.-lIterest at the rate of
2 Ier centum per annum shall be allowed and entered to the
credit of each depositor once in each year, the same to be com-
puted on such basis and under such rules and regulations as
the board of trustees may prescribe; but interest shall not be
computed or allowed on fractions of a dollar. (June 25, 1910,
c. 38,6, § 7, 36 Stat. 816; May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 1, 89 Stat. 159;
July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 12, 40 Stat. 754.)

758. Withdrawals; payment from deposits.-Any depositor
may withdraw the whole or any part of the funds deposited to
his or her credit, with the accrued interest, upon demand and
under such regulations as the Postmaster General may pre-
scribe. Withdrawals shall be paid from the deposits in the
State or Territory, so far as the postal funds on deposit in
such State or Territory may be sufficient for the purpose, and.
so far as practicable, from the deposits in the community la
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§ 759
which the deposit was made. No bank In which postal savings
funds shall be deposited shall receive any exchange or other
fees or compensation on account of the cashing or collection of
any checks or the performance of any other service in connec-
tion with the Postal Savings Depository System. (June 25,
1910, c. 386, § 8, 36 Stat. 816; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37
Stat. 559.)

759. Deposit of funds in banks; interest; reserve; security;
deposits with treasurer of board of trustees.-Postal savings
funds received under the provisions of this chapter shall be
deposited in solvent banks, whether organized under national
or State laws, and whether member banks or not of the Fed-
eral reserve system, being subject to national or State super-
vision and examination, and the sums deposited shall bear
interest at the rate of not less than 2%14 per centum per annum,
which rate shall be uniform throughout the United States and
Territories thereof; but 5 per centum of such funds shall be
withdrawn by the board of trustees and kept with the Treas-
urer of the United States, who shall be treasurer of the board
of trustees, in lawful money as a reserve. The board of trus-
tees shall take from such banks such security in public bonds
or other securities, authorized by Act of Congress or supported
by the taxing power, as the board may prescribe, approve,
and deem sufficient and necessary to insure the safety and
prompt payment of such deposits on demand. The funds re-
ceived at the postal savings depository offices in each city,
town, village, and other locality shall be deposited in banks
located therein (substantially in proportion to the capital and
surplus of each such bank) willing to receive such deposits
under the terms of this chapter and the regulations made by
authority thereof. If one or more member banks of the Fed-
eral reserve system exists in the city, town, village, or locality
where the postal savings deposits are made, such deposits shall
be placed in such qualified member banks substantially in pro-
-portion to the capital and surplus of each such bank, but if
such member banks fail to qualify to receive such deposits,
then any other bank located therein may, as hereinbefore pro-
vided, qualify and receive the same. If no such member bank
and no other qualified bank exists in any city, town, village,
or locality, or if none where such deposits are made will receive
such deposits on the terms prescribed, then such funds shall be
deposited under the terms of this chapter in the bank most con-
venient to such locality. If no such bank in any State or
Territory is willing to receive such deposits on the terms pre-
scribed, then such funds shall be depo)sited with the treasurer
of the board of trustees and shall be counted in making up the
reserve of 5 per centurm. Such funds may be withdrawn from
the treasurer of said board of trustees. and all other postal
savings funds, or any part of such funds,. may be at any time
withdrawn from the bunks and savings depository offices for
the repayment of postal savings depositors when required for
that purpose. If at any time the postal savings deposits In
any State or Territory shall exceed the amount which the
qualified banks therein are willing to receive under the terms
of this chapter, and such excess amount is not required to make
up the r4serve fund of 5 per centum hereinbefore provided for,
the board of trustees may invest all or any part of such excess
amount in bonds or other securities of the United States.
When, -in the judgment of the President, the general welfare
and interests of the United States so require, the board of
trustees may invest all or any part of the postal savings funds,
except the reserve fund of 5 per centum herein provided for,
in bonds or other securities of the United States. The board
of trustees may in its discretion purchase from the holders
thereof bonds which have been or may be issued under the
provisions of section 760 of this title. Interest and profit
accruing from the deposits or investment of postal savings
funds shall be applied to the payment of interest due to postal
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753. Designation of offices.-Every post office designated by 

order of the Postmaster General is declared to be a postal 
saving, depository office within the meaning of this chapter 

and to he anthoriz^d and required to receive deposits of funds 

from the public and to account for and dispose of the same, 

according to the provisions of this chapter and the regulations 

made in pursuance thereof. (June 25, 1910, e. 386, § 3, 36 Stat. 

515; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559.) 

754. Opening accounts and making deposits.-.Accounts may 

be opened and deposits made in any postal savings depository 
established under this chapter by any person of the age of ten 

years or over, in his or her own name, and by a married woman 
in her own name and free from any control or interference by 

her husband; but no person shall at the same time have more 

than one postal savings account in his or her own right. (June 
25, 1910, c. 386, § 4, 36 Stat. 815.) 

755. Pass books; entries therein.-The postmaster at a postal 

savings depository office shall, upon the making of an applica-

tion to open an account under this chapter and the submission 
of an initial deposit, deliver to the depositor a pass book free 

of cost, upon which shall be written the name and signature or 

mark of the depositor and such other memoranda as may be 

necessary for purposes of identification, in which pass book 

entries of all deposits and withdrawals shall be made in both 
figures and writing: Provided, That the Postmaster General may 

adopt some other device or devices in lieu of a pass book as a 
means of making and preserving evidence of deposits and with-

drawals. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 5, 36 Stat. 815; Aug. 24, 1912, 

c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559.) 

756. Deposits; amount; cards and stamps for small 

amounts.-At least $1, or a larger amount in multiples thereof, 

must be deposited before an account is opened with the person 

depositing the same, -and $1, or multiples thereof, may be de-

palled after such account has been opened, but the balance 

to the credit of any one person, upon which interest is payable, 

shall not exceed $2,500, exclusive of accumulated interest, and 

noninterest paying deposits shall not be accepted. In order 

that smaller amounts may be accumulated for deposit, any 

person may purchase for 10 cents, from any postal savings 
depository, specially prepared adhesive stamps to be known 

as " postal savings stamps," and attach them to a card which 

shall be furnished for the purpose. A card with ten postal 

savings stamps affixed shall be accepted as a deposit of $1 
either in opening an account or in adding to an existing ac-

count, or may be redeemed in cash. It is hereby made the 

duty of the Postmaster General to prepare such postal sav-

ings cards and postal savings stamps of denominations of 10 
cents, and to keep them on sale at every postal savings de-

pository office, and to prescribe all necessary rules and regula-

tions for the issue, sale, and cancellation thereof. (June 25, 

1910, e. 386, § 6, 36 Stat. 815: May 18, 1916, c. 126, § 1, 39 Stat. 

159; July 2, 1918, c. 117, §§ 12, 13, 40 Stat. 754.) 

757. Interest; limitation of balance.-Interest at the rate of 

2 per centum per annum shall be allowed and entered to the 

credit of each depositor once in each year; the same to be com-

puted on such basis and under such rules and regulations as 

the board of trustees may prescribe; but interest shall not be 
computed or allowed on fractions of a dollar. (June 25, 1910, 

c. 386. § 7, 36 Stat. 816; May 18, 1916, c. 126, I 1, 89 Stat. 159; 

July 2, 1918, e. 117, § 12, 40 Stat. 754.) 
758. Withdrawals; payment from deposits.-Any depositor 

may withdraw the whole or any part of the funds deposited to 
his or her credit, with the accrued interest, upon demand and 

under such regulations as the Postmaster General may pre-

scribe. Withdrawals shall be paid from the deposits in the 

State or Territory, so far as the postal funds on deposit in 
such State or Territory may be sufficient for the purpose, and, 

so far as practicable, from the deposits In the community In 
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which the deposit was made. No bank in which postal savings 

funds shall be deposited shall receive any exchange or other 
fees or compensation on account of tlre cashing or collection of 

any checks or the performance of any other service in connec-
tion with the Postal Savings Depository System. (June 25, 

1910, c. 386, § 8, 36 Stat. 816; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37 
Stat. 559.) 

759. Deposit of funds in banks; interest; reserve; security; 

deposits with treasurer of board of trustees.-Postal savings 
funds received under the provisions of this chapter shall be 

deposited in solvent banks, whether organized under national 

or State laws, and whether member banks or not of the Fed-
eral reserve system, being subject to national or State super-
vision and examination, and the sums deposited shall bear 

interest at the rate of not less than 214 per centum per annum, 
which rate shall be uniform throughout the United States and 

Territories thereof; but 5 per centum of such funds shall be 
withdrawn by the board of trustees and kept with the Treas-
urer of the United States, who shall be treasurer of the board 

of trustees, in lawful money as a reserve. The board of trus-

tees shall take from such banks such security in public bonds 
or other securities, authorized by Act of Congress or supported 

by the taxing power, as the board may prescribe, approve, 

and deem sufficient and necessary to insure the safety and 

prompt payment of such deposits on demand. The funds re-

ceived at the postal savings depository offices in each city, 

town, village, and other locality shall be deposited in banks 

located therein (substantially in proportion to the capital and 

surplus of each such bank) willing to receive such deposits 
under the terms of this chapter and the regulations made by 

authority thereof. If one or more member banks of the Fed-

eral reserve system exists in the city, town, village, or locality 

where the postal savings deposits are made, such deposits shall 

be placed in such qualified member banks substantially in pro-
portion to the capital and surplus of each such bank, but if 

such member banks fall to qualify to receive such deposits, 
then any other bank located therein may, as hereinbefore pro-

vided, qualify and receive the same. If no such member bank 

and no other qualified bank exists in any city, town, village, 
or locality, or if none where such deposits are made will receive 

such deposits on the terms prescribed, then such funds shall be 

deposited under the terms of this chapter in the bank most con-
venient to such locality. If no such bank in any State or 
Territory is willing to receive such deposits on the terms pre-
scribed, then such funds shall be deposited with the treasurer 

of the board of trustees and shall be counted in making up the 

reserve of 5 per centum. Such funds may be withdrawn from 

the treasurer of said board of trustees, and all other postal 

savings funds, or any part of such funds. may be at any time 
withdrawn from the banks and savings depository offices for 

the repayment of postal savings depositors when required for 

that purpose. If at any time the postal savings deposits in 
any State or Territory shall exceed the amount which the 

qualified banks therein are willing to receive under the terms 
of this chapter, and such excess amount is not required to make 
up the reserve fund of 5 per centum hereinbefore provided for, 

the board of trustees may invest all or any part of such excess 

amount in bonds or other securities of the United States. 
When, in the judgment of the President, the general welfare 

and interests of the United States so require, the board of 

trustees may invest all or any part of the postal savings funds, 
except the reserve fund of 5 per centum herein provided for, 

in bonds or other securities of the United States. The board 

of trustees may in its discretion purchase from the holders 

thereof bonds which have been or may be issued under the 
provisions of section 760 of this title. Interest and profit 

accruing from the deposits or investment of postal savings 

funds hall be applied to the payment of interest due to postal 
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savings depositors, as hereinbefore provided, and the excess
thereof, if any, shall be covered into the Treasury of the United
States as a part of the postal revenue. Postal savings funds
in the treasury of said board shall be subject to disposition as
provided in this chapter, and not otherwise. The board of
trustees may at any time dispose of bonds held as postal sav-
ings investments and use the proceeds to meet withdrawals of
deposits by depositors. The word "Territory" as used herein
shall be held to include the District of Columbia, the Territory
of Alaska, and Porto Rico, and the word " bank " shall be held
to include savings banks and trust companies doing a banking
business. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 387, § 1, 37 Stat. 512; May 18, 1916,
c. 126, § 2, 39 Stat. 159.)

760. Bonds issued to depositors; investment of savings
funds in bonds.-Any depositor in a postal savings depository
may surrender his deposit, or any part thereof, in sums of $20,
$40, $60, $80, $100, and multiples of $100 and $500, and receive
in lieu of such surrendered deposits, under such regulations as
may be established by the board of trustees, the amount of the
surrendered deposits in United States coupon or registered
bonds of the denominations of $20, $40, $60. $80, $100, and $500,
which bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 2% per centum
per annum, payable semiannually, and be redeemable at the
pleasure of the United States after one year from the date of
their issue and payable twenty years from such date, and both
principal and interest shall be payable in United States gold
coin of the present standard of value. The bonds herein au-
thorized shall be issued only (first) when there are outstanding
bonds of the United States subject to call, in which case the pro-
ceeds of the bonds shall be applied to the redemption at par of
outstanding bonds of the United States subject to call, and
(second) at times when under authority of law other than that
contained in this chapter the Government desires to issue bonds
for the purpose of replenishing the Treasury, in which case
the issue of bonds under authority of this chapter shall be in
lieu of the issue of a like amount of bonds issuable under au-
thority of law other than that contained in this chapter. The
bonds authorized by this chapter shall be Issued by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury under such regulations as he may pre-
scribe. The authority contained in section 759 of this title
for the investment of postal savings funds in United States
bonds shall include the authority to invest in the bonds herein
authorized whenever such bonds may be lawfully issued.
The bonds herein authorized shall be exempt from all taxes or
duties of the United States as well as from taxation in any
form by or under State, municipal, or local authority. No bonds
authorized by this chapter shall be receivable by the Treasurer
of the United States as security for the issue of circulating
notes by national banking associations. (June 25, 1910, c. 386,
§ 10. 36 Stat. 817.)

761. Investment of funds in United States bonds subject to
call for redemption.-Whenever the trustees of the postal sav-
ings fund have in their possession funds available for invest-
ment in United States bonds they may notify the Secretary of
the Treasury of the amount of such funds in their hands which
they desire to invest in bonds of the United States subject to
call, whereupon, if there are United States bonds subject to call,
the Secretary of the Treasury shall call for redemption an
amount of such bonds equal to the amount of the funds in the
hands of the trustees which the trustees desire to thus invest,
and the bonds so called shall be redeemed at par with accrued
interest at the Treasury of the United States on and after
three months from the date of such call, and interest on the
said bonds shall thereupon cease. Said bonds when redeemed
shall be reissued at par to the trustees without change in their
terms as to rate of interest and date of maturity. The bonds
so reissued may, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, be called for redemption from the trustees in like manner

as they were originally called for redemption from their former
owners whenever there are funds in the Treasury of the United
States available for such redemption. (June 25, 1910, c. 380,
§ 11, 36 Stat. 818.)

762. Funds kept separate; accountability therefor; applica-
tion of laws relating to postal receipts; additional bonds of
postmasters.-Postal savings depository funds shall be kept
separate from other funds by postmasters and other officers
and employees of the Postal Service, who shall be held to the
same accountability under their bonds for such funds as for
public moneys; and no person connected with the Post Office
Department shall disclose to any person other than the depos-
itor the amount of any deposits, unless directed so to do by
the Postmaster General All statutes relating to the safe-
keeping of and proper accounting for postal receipts are made
applicable to postal savings funds, and the Postmaster General
may require postmasters, assistant postmasters, and clerks at
postal savings depositories to give any additional bond he may
deem necessary. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 12, 36 Stat. 818.)

763. No additional compensation to postmasters or other
employees.-Postmasters, assistant postmasters, clerks, or other
employees at post offices of the presidential grade, and post-
masters at post offices of the fourth class, shall not be allowed
or paid any additional compensation for the transaction of
postal savings depository business. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 13,
36 Stat 818; Sept. 23, 1914, c. 308, 38 Stat. 716.)

764. Duties of postmasters and other officers.-The Post-
master General is authorized to require postmasters and other
postal officers and employees to transact, in connection with
their other duties, such postal savings depository business as
may be necessary; and he is also authorized to make, and with
the approval of the board of trustees to promulgate, and from
time to time to modify or revoke, subject to the approval of
said board, such rules and regulations not in conflict with law
as he may deem necessary to carry the provisions of this chap-
ter into effect. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, § 14, 36 Stat. 818.)

765. Application of safeguards for protection of public
moneys and of laws as to offenses against Postal Service.-
All the safeguards provided by law for the protection of public
moneys, and all statutes relating to the embezzlement, conver-
sion, improper handling, retention, use, or disposal of postal
and money-order funds and the punishments provided for such
offenses are hereby extended and made applicable to postal
savings depository funds, and all statutes relating to false
returns of postal and money-order business, the forgery, coun-
terfeiting, alteration, improper use or handling of postal and
money-order blanks, forms, vouchers, accounts, and records,
and the dies, plates, and engravings therefor, with the penal-
ties provided in such statutes, are hereby extended and made
applicable to postal savings depository business, and the
forgery, counterfeiting, alteration, improper use or handling of
postal savings depository blanks, forms, vouchers, accounts,
and records, and the dies, plates, and engravings therefor.
(June 25, 1910, c. 386, 1 15, 36 Stat. 818.)

766. Faith of United States pledged to payment of de-
posits.-The faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to
the payment of the deposits made in postal savings depository
offices, with accrued interest thereon as herein provided. (June
25, 1910, c. 386, § 16, 36 Stat. 819.)

767. Judgment adjudicating right or interest in deposit.-
The final judgment, order, or decree of any court of competent
jurisdiction adjudicating any right or interest in the credit
of any sums deposited by any person with a postal savings
depository if the same shall not have been appealed from and
the time for appeal has expired shall, upon submission to the
Postmaster General of a copy of the same, duly authenticated
in the manner provided by the laws of the United States for
the authentication of the records and judicial proceedings of
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savings depositors, as hereinbefore provided, and the excess 
thereof. if any, shall be covered into the Treasury of the United 

States as a part of the postal revenue. Postal savings funds 
in the treasury of said board shall be subject to disposition as 
provided in this chapter, and not otherwise. The board of 
trustees may at any time dispose of bonds held as postal sav-
ings investments and use the proceeds to meet withdrawals of 
deposits by depositors. The word " Territory" as used herein 

shall be held to include the District of Columbia, the Territory 
of Alaska, and Porto Rico, and the word " bank " shall be held 
to include savings banks and trust companies doing a banking 
business. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 387, § 1, 37 Stat. 512; May 18, 1916, 

c. 126, 1 2, 39 Stat. 159.) 
• 760. Bonds issued to depositors; investment of savings 

funds in bonds.-Any depositor in a postal savings depository 
may surrender his deposit, or any part thereof, in sums of $20, 

$40, $60, $80, $100, and multiples of $100 and $500, and receive 
in lieu of such surrendered deposits, under such regulations as 
may be established by the board of trustees, the amount of the 

surrendered deposits in United States coupon or registered 
bonds of the denominations of $20, $40, $60, $80, $100, and $500, 
which bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 2% per centum 
per annum, payable semiannually, and be redeemable at the 
pleasure of the United States after one year from the date of 
their issue and payable twenty years from such date, and both 
principal and interest shall be payable in United States gold 
coin of the present standard of value. The bonds herein au-
thorized shall be issued only (first) when there are outstanding 

bonds of the United States subject to call, in which case the pro-
ceeds of the bonds shall be applied to the redemption at par of 
outstanding bonds of the United States subject to call, and 

(second) at times when under authority of law other than that 
contained in this chapter the Government desires to issue bonds 
for the purpose of replenishing the Treasury, in which case 
the issue of bonds under authority of this chapter shall be in 
lieu of the issue of a like amount of bonds issuable under au-
thority of law other than that contained in this chapter. The 
bonds authorized by this chapter shall be issued by the Sec-

retary of the Treasury under such regulations as he may pre-
scribe. The authority contained in section 759 of this title 
for the investment of postal savings funds in United States 

bonds shall include the authority to invest in the bonds herein 
authorized whenever such bonds may be lawfully issued. 
The bonds herein authorized shall be exempt from all taxes or 
duties of the United States as well as from taxation in any 

form by or under State, municipal, or local authority. No bonds 
authorized by this chapter shall be receivable by the Treasurer 
of the United States as security for the issue of circulating 
notes by national banking associations. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, 
§ 10. 36 Stat. 817.) 

761. Investment of funds in United States bonds subject to 
call for redemption.-Whenever the trustees of the postal sav-
ings fund have in their possession funds available for invest-

ment in United States bonds they may notify the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the amount of such funds in their hands which 
they desire to invest in bonds of the United States subject to 

call, whereupon, if there are United States bonds subject to call, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall call for redemption an 
amount of such bonds equal to the amount of the funds in the 

hands of the trustees which the trustees desire to thus invest, 
and the bonds so called shall be redeemed at par with accrued 

interest at the Treasury of the United States on and after 
three months from the date of such call, and interest on the 
said bonds shall thereupon cease. Said bonds when redeemed 

shall be reissued at par to the trustees without change in their 

terms as to rate of interest and date of maturity. The bonds 
so reissued may, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, be called for redemption from the trustees in like manor 

as they were originally called for redemption from their former 
owners whenever there are funds in the Treasury of the United 
States available for such redemption. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, 

1 11, 36 Stat. 818.) 
762. Funds kept separate; accountability therefor; applica-

tion of laws relating to postal receipts; additional bonds of 
postmasters.-Postal savings depository funds shall be kept 
separate from other funds by postmasters and other officers 

and employees of the Postal Service, who shall be held to the 
same accountability under their bonds for such funds as for 

public moneys; and no person connected with the Post Office 
Department shall disrlose to any person other than the depos-
itor the amount of any deposits, unless directed so to do by 
the Postmaster GeneraL All statutes relating to the safe-

keeping of and proper accounting for postal receipts are made 
applicable to postal savings funds, and the Postmaster General 

may. require postmasters, assistant postmasters, and clerks at 
postal savings depositories to give any additional bond he may 
deem necessary. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, 1 12, 36 Stat. 818.) 

763. No additional compensation to postmasters or other 
employees.-Postmasters, assistant postmasters, clerks, or other 
employees at post offices of the presidential grade, and post-

masters at post offices of the fourth class, shall not be allowed 
or paid any additional compensation for the transaction of 

postal savings depository business. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, 1 13, 
36 Stat. 818; Sept. 23, 1914, c. 308, 38 Stat. 716.) 

764. Duties of postmasters and other officers.-The Post-
master General is authorized to require postmasters and other 
postal officers and employees to transact, in connection with 

their other duties, such postal savings depository business as 
may be necessary; and he is also authorized to make, and with 
the approval of the board of trustees to promulgate, and from 

time to time to modify or revoke, subject to the approval• of 
said board, such rules and regulations not in conflict with hiw 
as he may deem necessary to carry the provisions of this chap-
ter into effect. (June 25, 1910, c. 386, 1 14, 36 Stat. 818.) 

765. Application of safeguards for protection of public 
moneys and of laws as to offenses against Postal Service.-
All the safeguards provided by law for the protection of public 
moneys, and all statutes relating to the embezzlement, conver-

sion, improper handling, retention, use, or disposal of postal 
and money-order funds and the punishments provided for such 
offenses are hereby extended and made applicable to postal 

savings depository funds, and all statutes relating to false 
returns of postal and money-order business, the forgery, coun-
terfeiting, alteration, improper use or handling of postal and 
money-order blanks, forms, vouchers, accounts, and records, 

and the dies, plates, and engravings therefor, with the penal-

ties provided in such statutes, are hereby extended and made 
applicable to postal savings depository business, and the 
forgery, counterfeiting, alteration, improper use or handling of 

postal savings depository blanks, forms, vouchers, accounts, 
and records, and the dies, plates, and engravings therefor. 
(June 25, 1910, c. 386, I 15, 36 Stat. 818.) 

766. Faith of United States pledged to payment of de-
posits.-The faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to 

the payment of the deposits made in postal savings depository 
offices, with accrued interest thereon as herein provided. (June 
25, 1910, c. 386, 1 16, 36 Stat. 819.) 

767. Judgment adjudicating right or interest in deposit.-

The final judgment, order, or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction adjudicating any right or interest in the credit 

of any sums deposited by any person with a postal savings 
depository if the same shall not have been appealed from and 
the time for appeal has expired shall, upon submission to the 
Postmaster General of a copy of the same, duly authenticated 
in the manner provided by the laws of the United States for 
the authentication of the records and judicial proceedings of 
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the courts of any State or Territory or of any possession sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States, when the same
are proved or admitted within any other court within the
United States, be accepted and pursued by the board of trustees
as conclusive of the title, right, interest, or possession so ad-
judicated, and any payment of said sum in accordance with
such order, judgment, or decree shall operate as a full and
complete discharge of the United States from the claim or
demand of any person or persons to the same. (June 25, 1910,
c. 386, § 17. 36 Stat. 819.)

768. Powers of Postmaster General as to designation of
offices, compensation of superintendents and inspectors, office
hours, and regulations as to deposits and withdrawals.-The
Postmaster General shall select and designate the post offices
which are to be postal savings depository offices, and shall
appoint and unless otherwise provided by law, fix the com-
pensation of such superintendents, inspectors, and other em-
ployees as may be necessary in conducting, supervising, and
directing the business of such offices, including the employees
of a central office at Washington, District of Columbia, and
shall prescribe the hours during which postal savings depos-
itory offices shall remain open. He shall also from time to
time make rules and regulations with respect to the deposits
in and withdrawals of moneys from postal savings depositories
and the issue of pass books or such other devices as he may
adopt as evidence of such deposits or withdrawals. (Aug.
24. 1912, c. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559.)

769. Transaction of business of Postal Savings System.-
The Secretary of the Treasury may employ such number of
clerks and employees of the several classes and at the several
rates of compensation recognized by law, and expend such sums
for contingent and miscellaneous items, as may be necessary,
in his judgment, to transact the business of the Postal Savings
System in the office of the Treasurer of the United States:
Provided, That the money required to pay such clerks and
employees, and contingent and miscellaneous items, shall be
advanced to the Secretary of the Treasury at regular intervals
out of any available appropriation for the establishment, main-
tenance, and extension of postal savings depositories: Pro-
vided further, That estimates hereunder shall be submitted in
detail annually. (Aug. 23, 1912, c. 350, § 1, 37 Stat. 377.)

Chapter 2 1.-ACCOUNTS AND REVENUES.

Sec.
TS1. Manner of keeping accounts.
782. Miscellaneous and money-order receipts.
783. Postal revenue to be accounted for.
784. Disposal of moneys recovered for loss of registered matter not

restored to owners.
785. Box holders may provide lock boxes.
7V;. Itevenues appropriated for Postal Service.
787. Payments, how inrade; advances.
788. Transfer of debts to contractors.
789. Suits to recover wrongful or fraudulent payments.
790. Delivery of stolen money to owner.
791. Disposal of fines, penalties, and forfeitures.
792. Preservation of accounts.

Section 781. Manner of keeping accounts.-The accounts of
the lpostal service shall be kept in such a manner as to
exhibit separately the amount of revenue derived from the
following sources respectively:

First. Letter postage.
Second. Book, newspaper, and pamphlet postage.
Third. Registered letters.
Fourth. Box rents and branch offices.
Fifth. Postage stamps and envelopes.
Sixth. Dead letters.
Seventh. Fines and penalties.
Eighth. Revenue from money-order business.
Ninth. Miscellaneous. (B.L S. i 4049; Mar. 3, 1875, eC 128,

§ 4, 18 Stat 343.)

§ 789

782. Miscellaneous and money-order receipts.-Unclaimed
money in dead letters for which no owner can be found: all
money taken from the mail by robbery, theft, or otherwise,
which may come into the hands of any agent or employee of the
United States, or any other person whatever; all fines and
penalties imposed for any violation of the postal laws, except
such part as may by law belong to the informer or party
prosecuting for the same; and all money derived from the
sale of waste paper or other public property of the Post
Office Department, shall be deposited in the Treasury, under
the direction of the Postmaster General, as part of the
postal revenue. And the Postmaster General shall cause
to be placed to the credit of the Treasurer of the United
States, for the service of the Post Office Department, the net
proceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of
the Post Office Department derived from this source during
each quarter shall be entered by the bureau of accounts in
the Post Office Department in the accounts of such depart-
ment, under the head of "revenue from money-order busi-
ness." (R. S. § 4050; June 10, 1921, c. 18, 42 Stat. 23.)

783. Postal revenue to be accounted for.-All postages, box
rents, and other receipts -at post offices, shall be accounted
for as part of the postal revenues; and each postmaster shall
be charged with and held accountable for any part of the
same, accruing at his office, which he has neglected to collect,
the same as if he had collected it. (R. S. § 4051.)

784. Disposal of iAoneys recovered for loss of registered
matter not restored to owners.-All moneys recovered or col-
lected on account of loss of first-class domestic registered
matter which in the course of adjustment are not restored to
the original owners, shall be covered into the Treasury of the
United States. (May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 415.)

785. Box holders may provide lock boxes.-Postmasters may
allow box holders who desire to do so to provide lock boxes or
drawers for their own use, at their own expense, which lock
boxes or drawers, upon their erection in any post office, shall
become the property of the United States, and be subject to the
direction and control of the Post Office Department, and shall
pay a rental at least equal to that of other boxes in the same
office, or, if there be no other boxes in such office, of boxes in
other offices of the same class, which rental shall be accounted
for as other box rents. (R. S. § 4052.)

786. Revenues appropriated for Postal Service.-The money
required for the Postal Service in each year shall be appro-
priated by law out of the revenues of the service except as
otherwise provided by law. (R. S. § 405-L.)

787. Payments, how made; advances.-All payments on
account of the Postal Service shall be made to persons to whom
the same shall be certified to be due by the General Accounting
Office: but advances of necessary sums to defray expenses may
be made by the Postmaster General to post-office inspectors em-
ployed to investigate mall depredations, examine post routes
and offices, and on other like services, to be charged to them
by the General Accounting Office, and to be accounted for in
the settlement of their accounts. (. S. § 4055; June 10, 1921,
c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24.)

788. Transfer of debts to contractors.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may' transfer debts due to the department from postmas-
ters and others to such contractors as have given bonds, with
security, to refund any money that may come into their hands
over and above the amount found due them on the settlement
of their accounts; but such transfers shall only be in satisfac-
tion of legal demands for which appropriations have been
made. (R..S. § 4056.)

789. Suits to recover wrongful or fraudulent payments.-In
all cases where money has been paid out of the funds of the
Post Office Department under the pretense that service has
been performed therefor, when, in fact, such service has not
been Derformed. or as additional allowance for increased ser-
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the courts of any State or Territory or of any possession sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States, when the same 
are proved or admitted within any other court within the 
United States, be accepted and pursued by the board of trustees 
as conclusive of the title, right, interest, or possession so ad-
judicated, and any payment of said sum in accordance with 
such order, judgment, or decree shall operate as a full and 
complete discharge of the United States from the claim or 
demand of any person or persons to the same. (June 25, 1910, 

c. 386, § 17. 36 Stat. 819.) 

768. Powers of Postmaster General as to designation of 
offices, compensation of superintendents and inspectors, office 
hours, and regulations as to deposits and withdrawals.—The 
Postmaster General shall select and designate the post offices 
which are to be postal savings depository offices, and shall 
appoint and unless otherwise provided by law, fix the com-
pensation of such superintendents, inspectors, and other em-

ployees as may be necessary in conducting, supervising, and 
directing the business of such offices, including the employees 
of a central office at Washington, District of Columbia, and 
shall prescribe the hours during which postal savings depos-
itory offices shall remain open. He shall also from time to 

time make rules and regulations with respect to the deposits 
in and withdrawals of moneys from postal savings depositories 
and the issue of pass books or such other devices as he may 
adopt as evidence of such deposits or withdrawals. (Aug. 
24, 1912, C. 389, § 10, 37 Stat. 559.) 

769. Transaction of business of Postal Savings System.— 
The Secretary of the Treasury may employ such number of 
clerks and employees of the several classes and at the several 
rates of compensation recognized by law, and expend such sums 
for contingent and miscellaneous items, as may be necessary, 
in his judgment, to transact the business of the Postal Savings 
SyStem in the ante of the Treasurer of the United States: 
Provided, That the money required to ilay such clerks and 
employees, and contingent and miscellaneous items, shall be 
advanced to the SecretarY of the Treasury at regular intervals 
out of any available appropriation for the establishment, main-
tenance, and extension of postal savings depositories: Pro-
vided further, That estimates hereunder shall be submitted in 
detail annually. (Aug. 23, 1912, e. 350, * 1, 37 Stat. 377.) 

Chapter 2 1.—ACCOUNTS AND REVENUES. 

See. 
TS1. Manner of keeping accounts. 
TS2. Miscellaneous and money-order receipts. 
783. Po,tal revenue to be accounted for. 
784. Disposal of moneys recovered for loss of registered matter not 

restored to owners. 
785. Box holders may provide lock boxes. 
VAL Revenues appropriated for Postal Service. 
787. Payments, how tirade; advances. 
788. Transfer of debts to contractors. 
789. Suits to recover wrongful or fraudulent payments. 
790. Delivery of stolen money to owner. 
791. Disposal a fines, penalties, and forfeitures. 
792. Preservation of account. 

Section 781. Manner of keeping accounts.—The accounts of 
the postal service shall be kept in such a manner as to 
exhibit separately the amount of revenue derived from the 
following sources respectively: 

First. Letter postage. 
Second. Book, newspaper, and pamphlet postage. 

Third. Registered letters. 
Fourth. Box rents and branch offices. 
Fifth. Postage stamps and envelopes. 
Sixth. Dead letters. 
Seventh. Fines and penalties. 
Eighth. Revenue from money-order business. 
Ninth. Miscellaneous. (B.. S. I 4049; Mar. 3, 1875, c. 128 

I 4, 18 Stat. 3434 
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782. Miscellaneous and money-order receipts.—Unclaimed 
money in dead letters for which no owner can be found: all 

money taken from the mail by robbery, theft, or otherwise, 
which may come into the hands of any agent or employee of the 

United States, or any other person whatever; all fines and 
penalties imposed for any violation of the postal laws, except 
such part as may by law belong to the informer or party 
prosecuting for the same; and all money derived from the 
sale of waste paper or other public property of the Post 

Office Department, shall be deposited in the Treasury, under 
the direction of the Postmaster General, as part of the 
postal revenue. And the Postmaster General shall cause 

to be placed to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States, for the service of the Post Office Department, the net 
proceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of 
the Post Office Department derived from this source during 
each quarter shall be entered by the bureau of accounts in 

the Post Office Department in the accounts of such depart-
ment, under the head of "revenue from money-order busi-
ness." (R. S. § 4050; June 10, 1921, c. 18, 42 Stat. 23.) 

783. Postal revenue to be accounted for.—All postages, box 
rents, and other receipts at post offices, shall be accounted 
for as part of the postal revenues; and each postmaster shall 
be charged with and held accountable for any part of the 
same, accruing at his office, which he has neglected to collect, 

the same as if he had collected it. -(R. S. § 4051.) 
784. Disposal of isoneys recovered for loss of registered 

matter not restored to owners.—All moneys recovered or col-
lected on account of loss of first-class domestic registered 

matter which in the course of adjustment are not restored to 
the original owners, shall be covered into the Treasury of the 
United States. (May 27, 1908, c. 206, 35 Stat. 415.) 

785. Box holders may provide lock boxes.—Postmasters may 
allow box holders who desire to do so to provide lock boxes or 
drawers for their own use, at their own expense, which lock 

boxes or drawers, upon their erection in any post office, shall 
become the property of the United States, and be subject to the 
direction and control of the Post Office Department, and shall 
pay a rental at least equal to that of other boxes in the same 
office, or, if there be no other boxes in such office, of boxes in 

other offices of the same class, which rental shall be accounted 
for as other box rents. (R. S. § 4052.) 

786. Revenues appropriated for Postal Service.—The money 
required for the Postal Service in each year shall be appro-

priated by law out of the revenues of the service except as 
otherwise provided by law. (R. S. § 4054.) 

787. Payments, how made; advances.—All payments on 
account of the Postal Service shall be made to persons to whom 
the same shall be certified to be due by the General Accounting 
Office: but advances of necessary sums to defray expenses may 
be made by the Postmaster General to post-office inspectors em-
ployed to investigate mail depredations, examine post routes 
and offices, and on other like services, to be charged to them 
by the General Accounting Office, and to be accounted for in 
the settlement of their accounts. (R.. S. § 4055; June 10, 1921, 
c. 18, * 304, 42 Stat. 24.) 

788. Transfer of debts to contractors.—The Postmaster Gen-
eral mar transfer debts due to the department from postmas-
ters and others to such contractors as have given bonds, with 
security, to refund any money that may come into their hands 

over and above the amount found due them on the settlement 
of their accounts; but such transfers shrill only be In satisfac-
tion of legal demands for which appropriations have been 
made. (B. S. * 4058.) 
789. Suits to recover wrongful or fraudulent payments.—In 

all cases where money has been paid out of the funds of the 
Post Office Department under the pretense that service has 
been performed therefor, when, in fact, such service has not 
been performed, or as additional allowance for increased Derv-
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ice actually rendered, when the additional allowance exceeds
the sum which, according to law, might rightfully have been
allowed therefor, and in all other cases where money of the
department has been paid to any person in consequence of
fraudulent representations, or by the mistake, collusion, or
misconduct of any officer or other employee in the Postal Serv-
ice. the Postmaster General shall cause suit to be brought to
recover such wrong or fraudulent payment or excess, with
interest thereon. (R. S. § 4057.)

790. Delivery of stolen money to owner.-Whenever the
Postmaster General is satisfied that money or property stolen
from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received at
the department, he may, upon satisfactory evidence as to the
owner, deliver the same to him. (R. S. § 4058.)

791. Disposal of fines, penalties, and forfeitures.-All pen-
alties and forfeitures imposed for any violation of law affect-
ing the Post Office Department for its revenue or property shall
be recoverable, one half to the use of the person informing and
prosecuting for the same, and the other half to be paid into
the Treasury for the use of the Post Office Department, unless
a different disposal is expressly prescribed. All fines collected
for violations of such laws shall be paid into the Treasury for
the use of the Post Office Department. (R. S. § 4059.)

792. Preservation of accounts.-The Postmaster General may
dispose of any quarterly returns of mails sent or received,
preserving the accounts current and all accompanying vouchers,
and use such portions of the proceeds as may be necessary to
defray the cost of separating and disposing of them; but the
accounts shall be preserved entire for at least two years.
(R. S. § 4060.)

Chapter 22.--MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELAT-
ING TO THE POSTAL SERVICE.

Sec.
801. Salaries of requisition fillers and packers In division of equipment

and supplies.
802. Contracts; rental of canceling machines, hire of equipages for City

Delivery Service and collection service.
803. Same; miscellaneous supplies.
804. Same; printing post-route maps.
805. Sale of post-route maps and rural-delivery maps.
806. Post-route maps; pay rolls of topographer's office.
807. Contracts for furnishing Official Postal Guide; sale thereof.
808. Contracts for supplies with persons combining to fix prices.
809. Contracts; mail bags, mail locks, and keys.
810. Metric postal balances.
811. Civil pension roll prohibited.
812. No employee to receive fees.
813. Rewards for inventions and improvements in service.
814. Bonds: Liberty loan bonds In lieu of other bonds.
815. Bonds of postmaster, clerk, carrier, or postal employees; renewal.
816. Payment to legal representatives of deceased clerks killed or dying

from Injuries.
817. A-ting employees for employees and substitutes injured while on

duty.
818. Reinstatement of employees entering military service.
819. Termination of employment by reason of absence on account of

illness.
820. Per dhim allowed to officers and employees of department only

when actually traveling.
821. Compensation and promotion of printers, mechanics, etc.
822. Salaries at annual or monthly rate; division of time and computa-

tion of pay.
823. Leaves of absence; sick leave.
824. Same; employees of mail-bag and mall-lock repair shops.
825. Suits and prosecutions in State courts.
826. Asecertainment of revenues derived from and cost of carrying and

handling several classes of mail matter; statement of annually;
payment of cost.

827. Motor-vehicle truck routes and motor express routes.

Section 801. Salaries of requisition fillers and packers in
division of equipment and supplies.-The salary of requisition
fillers and packers in the division of equipment and supplies
shall be as follows: One foreman, $2,100 per annum; ten requi-
sition fillers and nine packers at $1,800 each per annum. (Feb.
28, 125, c. 868, 9, 43 Stat. 1060).

802. Contracts; rental of canceling machines, hire of equi-
pages for City Delivery Service and collection service.-The
Postmaster General may, in his discretion, enter into contracts
for a period of not exceeding four years for the rental of can-
celing machines, for the hire of the equipages for the City
Delivery Service, for the collection service by means of boxes
attached to street cars, and for the steamboat and other equip-
ment necessary for the Detroit River Postal Service, but no
contract shall be made for any canceling machine for more
than $270 per annum, including repairs on said machine, and
all contracts entered into shall be let after having advertised
for bids and shall be awarded on the basis of cheapness and
efficiency. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1333; Mar. 9,
1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 303.)

803. Same; miscellaneous supplies.-The Postmaster General
may also contract for a term not exceeding four years, for
miscellaneous equipment and supplies for the Postal Service,
when, in his judgment, it shall appear to be for the best interests
of the service. (Apr. 21, 1902, c. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 114.)

804. Same; printing post-route maps.-The Postmaster Gen-
eral may, in his discretion, cause the contract for printing post-
route maps to be let for a term of four years. (Mar. 2, 1895,
c. 177, § 1, 28 Stat. 803.)

805. Sale of post-route maps and rural-delivery maps.-The
Postmaster General may authorize the sale to the public of
post-route maps and rural-delivery maps or blue prints at
the cost of printing and 10 per centum thereof added, the
proceeds of such sale to be used as a further appropriation
for the preparation and publication of post-route maps and
rural-delivery maps or blue prints. (Mar. 8, 1917, c. 162,
§ 1, 39 Stat. 1067; Mar. 1, 1921, c. 88, § 1, 41 Stat. 1154.)

806. Post-route maps; pay rolls of topographer's office.-
The disbursements of the moneys appropriated for the prepa-
ration and publication of post-route maps shall be made by a
regular bonded disbursing officer of the Post Office Depart-
ment, according to the laws, rules, and customs as recognized
by the General Accounting Office. The pay rolls of the drafts-
men, clerks, messengers, and other employees of the topogra-
pher's office, shall be regularly made out by the topographer,
examined and checked by the appointment clerk of the Post
Office Department, and the payments thereof made by a
bonded disbursing officer of the Post Office Department. All
expenditures made by the topographer for the prepara-
tion and publication of post-route maps shall be accounted
for by vouchers, accompanied by affidavit, and the moneys
therefor shall be disbursed by a disbursing officer of the Post
Office Department; and all of the above disbursements shall
be paid out of the appropriation for the preparation and pub-
lication of post-route maps. (June 17, 1878, c. 259, § 2, 20
Stat. 143; June 10, 1921, ec. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24; Feb. 14,
1923, c. 79, 42 Stat. 1249.)

807. Contracts for furnishing Official Postal Guide; sale
thereof.-Except as otherwise provided in section 111 of Title
44 Postmaster General may, in his discretion, cause the
contract for furnishing the Official Postal Guide to be let
for a term of four years, and he may authorize the sale to
the public of such guides at the total cost thereof, the proceeds
of such sale to be covered into the Treasury as a miscellaneous
receipt.

Contracts let for the publication of such guide shall pro-
vide for the supply of such copies as may be required for
public use by the several executive departments and other
Government establishments at a price not exceeding the cost
of such guides to the Post Office Department. (May 28,
1896, c. 252, § 1, 29 Stat. 176: May 10, 1916, c. 117, § 1, 39
Stat. 108; Mar. 3, 1921, c. 124, § 1, 41 Stat. 1295.)

808. Contracts for supplies with persons combining to fix
prices.-No contract for furnishing supplies to the Post Office
Department nr thi Pnatal Sarviia shall hb m-ad wi+h amn
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ice actually rendered, when the additional allowance exceeds 
the sum which, according to law, might rightfully have been 

allowed therefor, and in all other cases where money of the 
department has been paid to any person in consequence of 
fraudulent representations, or by the mistake, collusion, or 

misconduct of any officer or other employee in the Postal Serv-
ice. the Postmaster General shall cause suit to be brought to 
recover such wrong or fraudulent payment or excess, with 
interest thereon. (R. S. § 4057.) 

790. Delivery of stolen money to owner.—Whenever the 
Postmaster General is satisfied that money or property stolen 
from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received at 

the department, he may, upon satisfactory evidence as to the 
owner, deliver the same to him. (R. S. § 4058.) 

791. Disposal of fines, penalties, and forfeitures.—All pen-
alties and forfeitures imposed for any violation of law affect-
ing the Post Office Department for its revenue or property shall 
be recoverable, one half to the use of the person informing and 

prosecuting for the same, and the other half to be paid into 
the Treasury for the use of the Post Office Department, unless 
a different disposal is expressly prescribed. All fines collected 
for violations of such laws shall be paid• into the Treasury for 
the use of the Post Office Department. (R. S. § 4059.) 

792. Preservation of accounts.—The Postmaster General may 
dispose of any quarterly returns of mails sent or received, 
preserving the accounts current and all accompanying vouchers, 
and use such portions of the proceeds as may be necessary to 
defray the cost of separating and disposing of them; but the 
accounts shall be preserved entire for at least two years. 
(R. S. § 4060.) 

Chapter. 22.—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELB.T-
ING TO THE POSTAL SERVICE. 

Sec. 
801. Salaries of requisition fillers and packers in division of equipment 

and supplies. 
802. Contracts; rental of canceling machines, hire of equipages for City 

Delivery Service and collection service. 
803. Same; miscellaneous supplies. 
804. Same; printing post-route maps. 
805. Sale of post-route maps and rural-delivery maps. 
806. Post-route maps; pay rolls of topographer's office. 
807. Contracts for furnishing Official Postal Guide; sale thereof. 
808. Contracts for supplies with persons combining to fix prices. 
809. Contracts; mail bags, mail locks, and keys. 
810. Metric postal balances. 
811. Civil pension roll prohibited. 
812. No employee to receive fees. 
813. Rewards for inventions and improvements in service. 
814. Bonds: Liberty loan bonds in lieu of other bonds. 
815. Bonds of postmaster, clerk, carrier, or postal employees; renewal. 
816. Payment to legal representatives of deceased clerks killed or dying 

from injuries. 
817. Acting employees for employees and substitutes injured while on 

duty. 
818. Reinstatement of employees entering military service. 
819. Termination of employment by reason of absence on account of 

illness. 
820. Per diem allowed to officers and employees of department only 

when actually traveling. 
821. Compensation and promotion of printers, mechanics, etc. 
822. Salaries at annual or monthly rate; division of time and computa-

tion of pay. 
823. Leaves of absence; sick leave. 
624. Some; employees of mail-bag and mail-lock repair shops. 
825. Suits and prosecutions in State courts. 
826. Ascertainment of revenues derived from and cost of carrying and 

handling several classes of mail matter; statement of annually; 
payment of cost. 

827. Motor-vehicle truck routes and motor express routes. 

Section 801. Salaries of requisition fillers and packers in 
division of equipment and supplies.—The salary of requisition 
fillers and packers in the division of equipment and supplies 
shall be as follows: One foreman, $2,100 per annum; ten requi-
sition tillers and nine packers at $1,800 each per annum. (Feb. 
28, 1926, c. $88, i 0,, 43 Stat. 1064.). 

802. Contracts; rental of canceling machines, hire of equi-
pages for City Delivery Service and collection service.—The 
Postmaster General may, in his discretion, enter into contracts 
for a period of not exceeding four years for the rental of can-
celing machines, for the hire of the equipages for the City 
Delivery Service, for the collection service by means of boxes 

attached to street cars, and for the steamboat and other equip-
ment necessary for the Detroit River Postal Service, but no 
contract shall be made for any canceling machine for more 
than $270 per annum, including repairs on said machine, and 
all contracts entered into shall be let after having advertised 

for bids and shall be awarded on the basis of cheapness and 
efficiency. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 1, 36 Stat. 1333; Mar. 9, 
1914, c. 33, 38 Stat. 303.) 

803. Same; miscellaneous supplies.—The Postmaster General 

may also contract for a term not exceeding four years, for 
miscellaneous equipment and supplies for the Postal Service, 

when, in his judgment, it shall appear to be for the best interests 
of the service. (Apr. 21, 1902, C. 563, § 1, 32 Stat. 114.) 

804. Same; printing post-route maps.—The Postmaster Gen-
• eral may, in his discretion, cause the contract for printing post-
route maps to be let for a term of four years. (Mar. 2, 1895, 

c. 177, § 1, 28 Stat. 803.) 

805. Sale of post-route maps and rural-delivery maps.—The 
Postmaster General may authorize the sale to the public of 
post-route maps and rural-delivery maps or blue prints at 
the cost of printing and 10 per centnm thereof added, the 
proceeds of such sale to be used as a further appropriation 
for the preparation and publication of post-route maps and 
rural-delivery maps or blue prints. (Mar. 8, 1917, c. 162, 
§ 1, 39 Stat. 1067; Mar. 1, 1921, c. 88, § 1, 41 Stat. 1154.) 

806. Post-route maps; pay rolls of topographer's office.— 
The disbursements of the moneys appropriated for the prepa-

ration and publication of post-route maps shall be made by a 
regular bonded disbursing officer of the Post Office Depart-
ment, according to the laws, rules, and customs as recognized 

by the General Accounting Office. The pay rolls of the drafts-
men, clerks, messengers, and other employees of the topogra-
pher's office, shall be regularly made out by the topographer, 
examined and checked by the appointment clerk of the Post 
Office Department, and the payments thereof made by a 
bonded disbursing officer of the Post Office Department. All 
expenditures made by the topographer for the prepara-
tion and publication of post-route maps shall be accounted 

for by vouchers, accompanied by affidavit, and the moneys 
therefor shall be disbursed by a disbursing officer of the Post 
Office Department; and all of the above disbursements shall 

be paid out of the appropriation for the preparation and pub-
lication of post-route maps. (June 17, 1878, c. 259, § 2, 20 

Stat. 143; June 10, 1921, c. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24; Feb. 14. 
1923, c. 79, 42 Stat. 1249.) 

807. Contracts for furnishing Official Postal Guide; sale 
thereof.—Except as otherwise provided in section 111 of Title 

44 Postmaster General may, in his discretion, cause the 
contract for furnishing the Official Postal Guide to be let 

for a term of four years, and he may authorize the sale to 
the public of such guides at the total cost thereof, the proceeds 
of such sale to be covered into the Treasury as a miscellaneous 
receipt. 

Contracts let for the publication of such guide shall pro-
vide for the supply of such copies as may be required for 
public use by the several executive departments and other 
Government establishments at a price not exceeding the cost 
of such guides to the Post Office Department. (May 28, 

1896, c. 252, § 1, 29 Stat. 176: May 10, 1916, c. 117, § 1, 39 
Stat. 108; Mar. 3, 1921, c. 124. § 1, 41 Stat. 1295.) 

808. Contracts for supplies with persons combining to fix 
prices.—No contract for furnishing supplies to the Post Office 
Department or the Postal Service shall be made with any 
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person who has entered, or proposed to enter, Into any com-
bination to prevent the making of any bid for furnishing such
supplies, or to fix a price or prices therefor, or who has made
any agreement, or given or performed, or promised to give
or perform, any consideration whatever to induce any other
person not to bid for any such contract, or to bid at a speci-
fied price or prices thereon; and if any person so offending
is a contractor for furnishing such supplies, his contract may
be annulled, and the person so offending shall be liable to a
fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000, and may be
further punished, in the discretion of the court, by imprison-
ment for not less than three months nor more than one year.
(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, S 2, 37 Stat. 553.)

809. Contracts; mail bags, mail locks, and keys.-Sectlon 13
of Title 41 shall not apply to, or include mail bags, mail locks
and keys, postal cards, postage stamps, newspaper wrappers,
or stamped envelopes. (Mar. 24, 1874, No. 6, 18 Stat. 286.)

810. Metric postal balances.-The Postmaster General shall
furnish to the post offices exchanging mails with foreign
countr'es, and to such other offices as he may deem expedient,
postal balances denominated in grams of the metric system,
fifteen grams of which shall be the equivalent for postal pur-
poses, of one-half ounce avoirdupois, and so on in progression.
(IL S. § 3880.)

811. Civil pension roll prohibited.-Except as otherwise pro-
vided by law, the establishment of a civil pension roll or an
honorable-service roll, or the exemption of any of the officers,
clerks, and persons in the Postal Service from the existing
laws respecting employment in such service, is hereby pro-
hibited. (Mar. 1. 1909, c. 232, 35 Stat. 670.)

812. ho employee to receive fees.-No person employed in
the Postal Service shall receive any fees or perquisites on ac-
count of the duties to be performed by virtue of his appoint-
ment. (R. S. 5 3858.)

813. Rewarlds for inventions and improvements in serv-
ice.-The Postmaster General may pay a cash reward for any
invention, suggestion, or series of suggestions for an improve-
ment or economy in device, design, or process applicable to
the Postal Service submitted by one or more employees of the
Post Office Department or the Postal Service which shall be
adopted for use and will clearly effect a material economy or
increase efficiency. The sums so paid to employees shall be in
addition to their usual compensation. The total amount paid
shall not exceed $1,000 in any month or for any one invention or
suggestion. No employee shall be paid a reward until he has
properly executed an agreement to the effect that the use by
the United States of the invention, suggestion, or series of
suggestions made by him shall not form the basis of a further
claim of any nature upon the United States by him, his heirs,
or assigns. (Mar. 4, 1913, c. 143, 37 Stat. 795: Jan. 22. 1925,
c. 87, 43 Stat. 7T2.)

814. Bonds; Liberty loan bonds in lieu of other bonds.-The
Postmaster General may, under such rules and regulations as
he shall prescribe, accept United States Liberty loan bonds in
lieu of either corporate or personal surety from contractors,
officers, and employees of the Postal Service to indemnify the
Government against losses resulting from the failure of any
contractor, officer. or employee of the Postal Service to properly
discharge his official duty. (July 2, 18, e. 17, 5 6, 40
Stat. 753.)

815. Bonds of postmaster, clerk, carrier, or postal em-
ployees; renewal.-Whenever any postmaster, clerk, carrier,
or other person in the Postal Service, employed in the Post Office
Department or elsewhere, notifies the Postmaster General of his
desire to execute a new bond, or whenever any of the sureties
of such postmaster, clerk, carrier, or other person, notifies the
Poatmaster General of his desire to be released from such

§ 820

suretyship, or whenever the Postmaster General deems a new
bond necessary or expedient, the execution of the new bond may
be directed by the Postmaster General. When accepted by the
Postmaster General the sureties of postmasters in the prior
bond shall be released from responsibility for all acts or de-
faults of the postmaster which may be done or committed sub-
sequent to the last day of the quarter in which such new bond
shall be executed and accepted, and the sureties of other
persons in the prior bond shall be released from responsibility
for all acts or defaults of such persons which may be done or
committed subsequent to the day such new bond becomes
operative. (Mar. 8, 1905, c. 1488, 33 Stat. 1259.)

816. Payment to legal representatives of deceased clerks
killed or dying from injuries.-The Postmaster General may
pay the sum of $2,000, which shall be exempt from payment of
debts of the deceased, to the legal representatives, for the
benefit of wife, children, or dependent relatives, of any railway
postal clerk, substitute railway postal clerk, supervisory official
of the Railway Mail Service, post-office inspector, letter carrier
in the City Delivery Service, rural letter carrier, post-office
clerk, special-delivery messenger, post-office laborer or any
classified civil-service employee in post offices of the first and
second classes who shall be killed while on duty, or who, being
injured while on duty, shall die within one year thereafter as
the result of such injury. No compensation shall be paid any
such employee for any injury occasioned by his own negligence.
(July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 413.)

817. Acting employees for employees and substitutes in-
jured while on duty.-The Postmaster General shall have au-
thority to employ acting employees in place of all employees or
substitutes mentioned in section 816 of this title who are injured
while on duty, who shall be granted leave of absence with full
pay during the period of disability, but not exceeding one year,
then at the rate of 50 per centum of the employee's salary for
the period of disability exceeding one year, but not exceeding
twelve months additional. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39
Stat. 413.)

818. Reinstatement of employees entering military service.-
Any postal employee who has entered or shall enter the mili-
tary service of the United States shall, upon being honorably
discharged therefrom, be permitted to resume the position in
the postal department which he left to enter such military
service. -Employees, including substitute employees, of the
Postal Service who entered the military or naval service of
the United States prior to July 2, 1918, or thereafter during
the existence of the World War shall, when honorably dis-
charged from such service, be reassigned to their duties in
tfe Postal Service nt the salary to which they would have
been automatically promoted had they remained in the Postal
Service, provided they are physically and mentally qualified
to perform the duties of such positions. (July 28, 1916, e. 261,
§ 1, 39 Stat. 413; July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 9, 40 Stat. 754.)

819. Termination of enplqyment by reason of absence on
account of illness.-The Postmaster General shall not approve
or continue any rule or regulation which terminates the employ-
ment of any employee by reason of absence on account of illness
for a period of less than one year. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1,
89 Stat. 413.)

820. Per diem allowed to officers and employees of depart-
ment only when actually traveling.-All officers and employees
of the Post Office Department who are entitled to a per diem
allowance when traveling, in lieu of actual expenses, shall only
be allowed such per diem when actually engaged in traveling
on official business away from their home, their official domicile,
and their headquarters. The Postmaster General shall desig-
nate an official domicile and headquarters within the division
or territory to which such officer or employee is assigned. (Apr.
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person who has entered, or proposed to enter, into any com-
bination to prevent the making of any bid for furnishing such 
supplies, or to fix a price or prices therefor, or who has made 
any agreement, or given or performed, or promised to give 
or perform, any consideration whatever to induce any other 

person not to bid for any such contract, or to bid at a speci-
fied price or prices thereon; and if any person so offending 
is a contractor for furnishing such supplies, his contract may 
be annulled, and the person so offending shall be liable to a 
fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000, and may be 
further punished, in the discretion of the court, by imprison-

ment for not less than three months nor more than one year. 
(Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, 1 2, 37 Stat. 553.) 

809. Contracts; mail bags, mail locks, and keys.—Section 13 
of Title 41 shall not apply to, or include mail bags, mail locks 
and keys, postal cards, postage stamps, newspaper wrappers, 
or stamped envelopes. (Mar. 24, 1874, No. 6, 18 Stat. 286.) 

810. Metric postal balances.—The Postmaster General shall 
furnish to the post offices exchanging mails with foreign 
countr:es, and to such other offices as he may deem expedient, 
postal balances denominated in grams of the metric system, 
fifteen grams of which shall be the equivalent for postal pur-
poses, of one-half ounce avoirdupois, and so on in progrevion, 

(R. S. § 3880.) 

811. Civil pension roll prohibited.--Except as otherwise pro-
vided by law, the establishment of a civil pension roll or an 
honorable-service roll, or the exemption of any of the officers, 
clerks, and persons in the Postal Service from the existing 
laws respecting employment in such service, is hereby pro-
hibited. (Mar. 1, 1909, c. 232, 35 Stat. 670.) 

812. NO employee to receive fees.—No person employed in 
the Postal Service shall receive any fees or perquisites on ac-
count of the duties to be performed by virtue of his appoint-
ment. (R. S. it 3858.) 

813. ReWai;ds for inventions and improvements in serv-
ice.—The Postmaster General may pay a cash reward for any 
invention, suggestion, or series of suggestions for an improve-
ment or economy in device, design, or process applicable to 
the Postal Service submitted by one or more employees of the 
Post Office Department or the Postal Service which shall be 
adopted for use and will clearly effect a material economy or 
increase efficiency. The sums so paid to employees shall be in 
addition to their usual compensation. The total amount paid 
shall not exceed $1,000 in any month or for any one invention or 

suggestion. No employee shall be paid a reward until he has 

properly executed an agreement to the effect that the use by 
the United States of the invention, suggestion, or series of 
suggestions made by him shall not form the basis of a further 
claim of any nature upon the United States by him, his heirs, 
or assigns. (Mar. 4, 1913, e. 143, 37 Stat. 795: Jan. =, 1925, 

v. 87, 43 Stat. 782.) 

814. Bonds; Liberty loan bonds in lieu of other bonds.—The 
Postmaster General may, under such rules and regulations as 
he shall prescribe, accept United States Liberty loan bonds in 
lieu of either corporate or personal surety from contractors, 
officers, and employees of the Postal Service to indemnify the 
Government against losses resulting from the failure of any 
contractor, officer, or employee of the Postal Service to properly 
discharge his official duty. (July 2, 1918, e. .117, -§ 6, 40 

Stat. 753.) 
815. Bonds of postmaster, clerk, carrier, or postal em-

ployees; renewal.—Whenever any postmaster, clerk, carrier, 
or other person in the Postal Service, employed in the Post Office 
Department or elsewhere, notifies the Postmaster General of his 

desire to execute a new bond, or whenever any of the sureties 
of such postmaster. clerk, carrier, or other person, notifies the 
Postmaster General of his desire to be released from such 

suretyship, or whenever the Postmaster General deems a new 
bond necessary or expedient, the execution of the new bond may 
be directed by the Postmaster General. When accepted by the 
Postmaster General the sureties of postmasters in the prior 
bond shall be released from responsibility for all acts or de-
faults of the postmaster which may be done or committed sub-
sequent to the last day of the quarter in which such new bond 
shall be executed and accepted, and the sureties of other 
persons in the prior bond shall be released from responsibility 
for all acts or defaults of such persons which may be done or 
committed subsequent to the day such new bond becomes 
operative. (Mar. 3, 1905, c. 1488, 33 Stat. 1259.) 

816. Payment to legal representatives of deceased clerks 
killed or dying from injuries.—The Postmaster General may 
pay the sum of $2,000, which shall be exempt from payment of 
debts of the deceased, to the legal representatives, for the 
benefit of wife, children, or dependent relatives, of any railway 
postal clerk, substitute railway postal clerk, supervisory official 
of the Railway Mail Service, post-office inspector, letter carrier 
in the City Delivery Service, rural letter carrier, post-office 
clerk, special-delivery messenger, post-office laborer or any 
classified civil-service employee in post offices of the first and 
second classes who shall be killed while on duty, or who, being 
injured while on duty, shall die within one year thereafter as 
the result of such injury. No compensation shall be paid any 
such employee for any injury occasioned by his own negligence. 
(July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 Stat. 413.) 

817. Acting employees for employees and substitutes in-
jured while on duty.—The Postmaster General shall have au-
thority to employ acting employees in place of all employees or 
substitutes mentioned in section 816 of this title who are injured 

while on duty, who shall be granted leave of absence with full 
pay during the period of disability, but not exceeding one year, 
then at the rate of 50 per centum of the employee's salary for 
the period of disability exceeding one year, but not exceeding 

twelve months additional. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 39 
Stat. 413.) 
818. Reinstatement of employees entering military service.— 

Any postal employee who has entered or shall enter the mili-
tary service of the United States shall, upon being honorably 
discharged therefrom, be permitted to resume the position in 

the postal department which he left to enter such military 
mervice. Employees, including substitute employees, of the 
Postal Service who entered the military or naval service of 

the United States prior to July 2, 1918, or thereafter during 
the existence of the World War shall, when honorably dis-
charged from such service, be reassigned to their duties in 
tte Postal Service at the salary to which they would have 

been automatically promoted had they remained in the Postal 
Service, provided they are physically and mentally qualified 

to perform the duties of such positions. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, 
§ 1, 39 Stat. 413; July 2, 1918, c. 117, § 9, 40 Stat. 754.) 

819. Termination of employment by reason of absence on 
account of illness.—The Postmaster General shall not approve 
or continue any rule or regulation which terminates the employ-
ment of any employee by reason of absence on account of illness 
for a period of less than one year. (July 28, 1916, c. 261, § 1, 

39 Stat. 413.) 
829. Per diem allowed to officers and employees of depart-

ment only when actually traveling.—All officers and employees 

of the Post Office Department who are entitled to a per diem 
allowance when traveling, in lien of actual expenses, shall only 
be allowed such per diem when actually engaged in traveling 
on official business away from their home, their official domicile 

and their headquarters. The Postmaster General shall desig-
nate an official domicile and headquarters within the division 

or territory to which such officer or employee is assigned. (Apr. 
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28, 1904, c. 1759. § 4, 33 Stat. 440: Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41
Stat. 574; June 5, 1920, c. 254, 41 Stat. 1052.)

821. Compensation and promotion of printers, mechanics,
etc.-Printers, mechanics, and skilled laborers, employees of
the United States Stamped Envelope Agency at Dayton, Ohio,
shall for the purpose of promotion and compensation be deemed
a part of the clerical force. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43
Stat. 1059.)

822. Salaries at annual or monthly rate; division of time
and computation of pay.-Where the salary or compensation
of any employee in the Postal Service is at an annual or
monthly rate, the following rules shall be followed in comput-
ing the amount due: An annual salary or compensation shall
be divided into twelve equal installments, one of which shall
be the pay for each calendar month; and in making payment
for a fractional part of any calendar month there shall be
paid such proportion of one of such installments, or of the
amount of the monthly salary or compensation, as the number
of days in the fractional part of that month bears to the actual
number of days in that month. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 4, 36
Stat. 1339.)

823. Leaves of absence; sick leave.-Employees in the
Postal Service shall be granted fifteen days' leave of absence
with pay exclusive of Sundays and holidays, each fiscal year,
and sick leave with pay at the rate of ten days a year, ex-
clusive of Sundays and holidays, to be cumulative, but no sick
leave with pay in excess of thirty days shall be granted dur-
ing any one fiscal year. Sick leave shall be granted only upon
satisfactory evidence of illness in accordance with regulations
to be prescribed by the Postmaster General.

The fifteen days' leave shall be credited at the rate of one
and one-quarter days for each month of actual service. Not
exceeding five days of the fifteen days' annual leave with pay,
exclusive of Sundays and holidays, granted to railway postal
clerks assigned to road duty each fiscal year may be carried
over to the succeeding fiscal year. (June 27, 1884, c. 126, 23
Stat. 60; Oct. 1, 1890, c. 1260, 26 Stat. 648; May 27, 1908, c.
206, 35 Stat. 413; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, 37 Stat. 346; June 5,
1920, c. 254, 40 Stat. 1052; June 19, 1922, c. 227, § 3, 42 Stat.
660; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §§ 7, 11, 43 Stat. 1063, 1064.)

824. Same; employees of mail-bag and mail-lock repair
shops.-The employees of the mail-bag repair shop in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, and Chicago, Illinois, and the
employees of the mail-lock repair shop in Washington, District
of Columbia, may be allowed thirty days' annual leave of ab-
sence. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 889, 37 Stat. 546.)

825. Suits and prosecutions in Btate cuurts.--.--l ti-alulo 1
action arising under the postal laws may be sued, and all
offenders against the same may be prosecuted, before the jus-
tices of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts of the
several States and Territories having competent jurisdiction
by the laws thereof, to the trial of claims and demands of as
great value, and of prosecutions where the punishments are
of as great extent; and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary
shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and
execution as in other cases. (R. S. § 3833.)

826. Ascertainment of revenues derived from and cost of
carrying and handling several classes of mail matter; state-
ment of annually; payment of cost.-The Postmaster General
is authorized to continue the work of ascertaining the revenues
derived from and the cost of carrying and handling the several
classes of mail matter and of performing the special services,
and to state the results annually as far as practicable and
pay the cost thereof out of the appropriation for inland trans-
portation by railroad routes. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 214, 43
Stat. 1069.)

827. Motor-vehicle truck routes and motor express routes.-
To promote the conservation of food products and to facilitate
the collection and delivery thereof from producer to consumer
and the delivery to producers of articles necessary in the pro-
duction of such food products, the Postmaster General is hereby
authorized to conduct experiments in the operation of motor-
vehicle truck routes, to be selected by him. The Postmaster
General is further authorized to conduct experiments in the op-
eration of country motor express routes, which shall be primar-
ily operated as a means of expediting the transportation of
fourth-class mail between producing and consuming localities
and shall not displace or supplant any existing methods of
mail transportation or delivery. These two classes of experi-
ments shall be conducted under such rules and regulations,
including modifications in rates of postage and in packing
and wrapping requirements, as the Postmaster' General may
prescribe.

Mail other than that of the fourth class shall not be dis-
patched on experimental motor-vehicle truck routes or on ex-
perimental country motor express routes unless the same can
be expedited thereby in delivery at destination.

Separate accounts shall be kept of the amount of all the
mail of all classes carried on such routes. The Postmaster
General shall report to Congress the result of such experiments
at the beginning of the next regular session. (Feb. 28, 1919,
c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1198.)
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See Title 44, PBsLIc PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS.

PRISONS AND PRISONERS

See Title 10, ARMY (United States Disciplinary Barracks);
Title 18, CRIMINAL CODE AND CaIMMAL PBOCEDTBrE

PRIZE

See Title 34, NAvy.

PROBATION SYSTEM

Bee Title 18, CRIMINAL CODE AND CBIMIAIL PaOCEDURE.

PROHIBITION

Bee Title 27, INTOXIcATIr¶. LQUoRS.
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28, 1904, c. 1759. § 4, 33 Stat. 440: Apr. 24, 1920, c. 161, § 1, 41 

Stat. 574; June 5. 1920, c. 254, 41 Stat. 1052.) 
821. Compensation and promotion of printers, mechanics, 

etc.-Printers, mechanics, and skilled laborers, employees of 
the United States Stamped Envelope Agency at Dayton, Ohio, 

shall for the purpose of promotion and compensation he deemed 
a part of the clerical force. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 4, 43 

Stat. 1059.) 
822. Salaries at annual or monthly rate; division of time 

and computation of pay.-Where the salary or compensation 
of any employee in the Postal Service is at an annual or 

monthly rate, the following rules shall be followed in comput-
ing the amount due: An annual salary or compensation shall 
be divided into twelve equal installments, one of which shall 
be the pay for each calendar month; and in making payment 

for a fractional part of any calendar month there shall be 
paid such proportion of one of such installments, or of the 
amount of the monthly salary or compensation, as the number 

of days in the fractional part of that month bears to the actual 
number of days in that month. (Mar. 4, 1911, c. 241, § 4, 36 

Stat. 1339.) 
823. Leaves of absence; sick leave.-Employees in the 

Postal Service shall be granted fifteen days' leave of absence 
with pay exclusive of Sundays and holidays, each fiscal year, 
and sick leave with pay at the rate of ten days a year, ex-
clusive of Sundays and holidays, to be cumulative, but no sick 
leave with pay in excess of thirty days shall be granted dur-

ing any one fiscal year. Sick leave shall be granted only upon 
satisfactory evidence of illness in accordance with regulations 

to be prescribed by the Postmaster General. 
• The fifteen days' leave shall be credited at the rate of one 
and one-quarter days for each month of actual service. Not 
exceeding five days of the fifteen days' annual leave with pay, 

exclusive of Sundays and holidays, granted to railway postal 
clerks assigned to road duty each fiscal year may be carried 
over to the succeeding fiscal year. (June 27, 1884, e. 126, 23 
Stat. 60; Oct. 1, 1890, C. 1260, 26 Stat. (148; May 27, 1908, e. 
206, 35 Stat. 413; Aug. 24, 1912, c. 389, 37 Stat. 346; June 5, 
1920, c. 254, 40 Stat. 1052; June 19, 1922, c. 227, § 3, 42 Stat. 
660; Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, §§ 7, 11, 43 Stat. 1063, 1064.) 

824. Same; employees of mail-bag and mail-lock repair 
shops.-The employees of the mail-bag repair shop in Wash-

ington, District of Columbia, and Chicago, Illinois, and the 
employees of the mail-lock repair shop in Washington, District 
of Columbia, may be allowed thirty days' annual leave of ab-
.sence. (Aug. 24, 1912, c. 380, 37 Stat. 546.) 

825. Suits and prosecutions in State courts.-All causes of 
action arising under the postal laws may be sued, and all 
offenders against the same may be prosecuted, before the jus-

tices of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts of the 
several States and Territories having competent jurisdiction 

by the laws thereof, to the trial of claims and demands of as 
great value, and of prosecutions where the punishments are 
of as great extent; and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary 
shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and 
execution as in other cases. (R. S. § 3833.) 
• 826. Ascertainment of revenues derived from and cost of 

carrying and handling several classes of mail matter; state-
ment of annually; payment of cost.-The Postmaster General 

is authorized to continue the work of ascertaining the revenues 

• derived from and the cost of carrying and handling the several 
classes of mail matter and of performing the special services, 

and to state the results annually as far as practicable and 
pay the cost thereof out of the appropriation for inland trans-

portation by railroad routes. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 368, § 214, 43 

Stat. 1069.) 
827. Motor-vehicle truck routes and motor express routes.-

To promote the conservation of food products and to facilitate 

the collection and delivery thereof from producer to consumer 
and the delivery to producers of articles necessary in the pro-
duction of such food products, the Postmaster General is hereby 
authorized to conduct experiments in the operation of motor-

vehicle truck routes, to be selected by him. The Postmaster 
General is further authorized to conduct experiments in the op-
eration of country motor express routes, which shall be primar-
ily operated as a means of expediting the transportation of 

fourth-class mail between producing and consuming .localities 
and shall not displace or supplant any existing methods of 
mail transportation or delivery. These two classes of experi-
ments shall be conducted under such rules and regulations, 
including modifications in rates of postage and in packing 
and wrapping requirements, as the Postmaster` General may 
prescribe. 

Mail other than that of the fourth class shall not be dis-
patched on experimental motor-vehicle truck routes or on ex-
perimental country motor express routes unless the same can 

be expedited thereby in delivery at destination. 
Separate accounts shall be kept of the amount of all the 

mail of all classes carried on such routes. The Postmaster 
General shall report to Congress the result of such experiments 
at the beginning of the next regular session. (Feb. 28, 1919, 
c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1198.) 
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