
CONVENTION-SAMOA. NOVEMBER 7, 1899. 

Oon11ention between the United States of America, Germ01R,11, and <heat 
Britain, relating to the settlement of certain claims in Samoa by arbi­
tration. Signed at Washington, No'Dember 7, 1899; ratified by the 
Emperor, February 18, 1900; ratification advised by the &mate, Feb­
ruary 21, 1900; ratified by the Queen, February 22, 1900; ratified by 
the President, March 5, 1900; rati}icatiO'n8 exchanged, March 7, 1900; 
proclaimed, March 8, 1.900. 

WILLIAM McKINLEY, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES OF .AlltEBIC.A.: 

To All to Whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: 

1875 

Know Ye, that whereas a Convention between the United States of Preamble. 
America., Germany and Great Britain, relating to the settlement of 
certain claims in Samoa by arbitration, was concluded at Washington, 
on the seventh of November, one thousand eight hundred and ninety­
nine, the original of which Convention, being in the English and 
German languages, is word for word as follows: 

CONVENTION. ABKOMMEN. CONVENTION. 

RELATING TO THE SBTTLB- BEHUPS SCBIEDSGERICHT· RELATING TO THE SET'l'LE-
MENT OP CERTAIN CLAIMS LICHER REGELUNG GE- MENT OP CERTAIN CLAIMS 
IN SAMOA .BY ARBITRA• WISSER SCHADENERSATZ· IN SAMOA BY ARBITRA-
TION. ANSPRUCHE AUF SAMOA. TION. 

The President of the 
United States of America, 
His Majesty the Gf'rman 
Emperor, King of Prussia, 
in the name of the German 
Empire, and Her Majesty 
the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, being desirous 
of effecting a prompt and 
satisfactory settlement of 
the claims of the citizens 
and 11ubjects of their re­
spective countries resident 
in the Samoan Islands on 
account of recent military 
opt>rationscomlnrte1lthere, 
and having resolved tocon­
clnde a Convention for the 
accomplishment of this end 
hy mean11 of arhitmtion, 
ham appointed a11 their re­
spective plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the 
United States of America, 
The Honorable John Hay, 
:-:Ccretary of State of the 
United States; 

Der Priisident der Ver­
einigten Staaten von Ame­
rika, Seine Majestiit der 
Deutsche Kaiser, Konig 
von Prenssen, im Namen 
de11 Dentschen Reiches, und 
Ihre MajPstlit die Kiinigin 
des Vereinigteu Kiinig­
reichs von Gro88britannien 
und Irland, geleitet von 
dem Wunsche, die durch 
die jiing11t anf den Samoa­
In &el n staatgefnndenen 
militiirischen Aktionen 
veranlassten Sohadens­
Ersatz-Anspriiche der 
dortselbst ansiissigen 
Angebiirigen der bethei­
ligten Rekhe nod Staaten 
baldigst nod allseitig 
zufrieclenstellend zu erle­
digen, und entschlo88Cn, 
ein Abkommen behnfs 
schiedsgerichtlicher Rege­
lung dieser Frageu abzu­
scbliessen, haben zu Ihren 
Hevollmilcbtigten ernannt: 

Der Priiaideut der Ver­
einigten Staaten von Ame­
rika den Staatasekretar 
der Vereinigten ,..taaten, 
The Honorable Jubn Hay; 

The President of the 
United States of America, 
His Majesty the Genuan 
Emperor, Km~ of Prussia, 
in the name ot the German 
Empire, and Hur Majesty 
the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, being desirou1 
of effectin,t a prompt and 
sati11faotory settlement of 
the claims of the citizens 
and subjects of their re­
spective countries resident 
in the Samoan Islands on 
account of recent military 
operations coudncted there, 
and having resolved to con­
clude a Convention for the 
accomplishment of this end 
by means of arbitration, 
have appointed as their re­
spective plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the 
United States of America, 
The Honourable John Hay, 
Secretan of State of the 
United States; 

Plenipotentiaries. 
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Arbitration 
c:laima. 

His Majesty the Germ!'n 
Emperor, King of Prussia, 
His Minister in Extraordi­
nary Mission, Dr. Jui·. 
Mumm von Schwarzen­
stein, Privy Councilor of 
Legation; and 

Her Majesty the Queen 
of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 
Mr. Reginald Tower, Her 
Britannic Majesty's Chargt1 
d' Affaires ad interim; 

Who, after having com­
municated to each other 
their full powers, which 
were found to be in due 
and proper form, have 
agreed to and concluded 
the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

of All claims put forward 
by American citizens or 
Germans or British subjects 
respectively, whether indi­
viduals or . companies, for 
oompeDBation on account 
oflOBl!e8 which they allege 
tllat they have sntfered in 
oonaeqmmce of unwarrant­
ed military aotion, if this• 
be shown to have occurred, 
on the pan of American, 
German or British officers 
between the first of Janu­
ary last and the arrival of 
the Joint Commission in 
Samoa shall be decidecl by 
arbitration in conformity 
with the principles of In­
ternational Law or con­
siderations of equity. 

ARTICLll: II. 

Arbitrator. The three Governments 
Seopeofarbltratlon. shall request His Majesty 

the King of Sweden and 
Norway to accept the office 
of Arbitrator. Itshall also 
be decided by this arbitra­
tion whether, and eventu­
ally to what extent, either 
of the three Governments 
is bound, alone or jointly 
with the others, to make 
good these lOBBes. 

ARTICLE III. 

Seine Majestiit der Deut­
sche Kaiser, Konig von 
Preussen, Allerhochstihren 
Gesandten in ausserordent­
licher Mission, den Gehei­
men Legationsrath Dr.jur. 
Mumm von Schwarzen­
stein; 

IhreMajestat die Konigin 
des Vereinigten Konig­
reichs von Grossbritannien 
und Ir I and Allerhochst­
ihren Geschaftstrii~er ad 
interim, Mr. Reg1n ald 
Tower; welche, nach ge­
genseitiger M it th e.i 1 ung 
ihrer in guter und gehori­
ger Form befundenen Voll­
machten, folgende Bestim­
m un gen vereinbart und 
ausgemacht haben: 

ARTIKEL I. 

Aile Anspriiche, welche 
von Amerikanischen Biir­
gern, von Deutschen oder 
von Britischen Untertha­
nen und zwar sowobl von 
Einzelpersonen wie auch 
von Gesellscliaften, wegen 
Ersatzes von Schiiden gel­
tend gemach t werden, 
welche sie in Folge der 
ungerechtfertigten milita­
riachen Aktion amerikani­
acher, deutacher oder eng­
lischer Offlziere, sofern eine 
solche nachgewiesen wird, 
in dem Zeitabschnitt vom 
1. Januar d. J. bis zu dem 
Tage erlitten zu ha be n 
vorgeben, am welchem die 
Anknnft der KommiSBion 
auf S am o a erfolgt ist, 
. Bollen durch einen nach 
Grnndsiitzen des Re<'hts 
oder nach ErwiiliJ:nngen der 
Billi~keit zu fallenden 
SchH•dBBpruch erledigt 
werden. 

ARTIKEL II. 

Seine Majestiit der Konig 
von Schweden und Norwe­
gen wird aeitens der drei 
Regiernngen ersucht wer­
den, das Amt des Schieds­
r i c h t e rs anzunehmen. 
Durch di680n Schieds­
sprnch so I I ferner ent­
schieden werden, ob die 
eine oder die andere der 
d re i Regiernngen, allein 
oder in -Verbindung mit 
einer der anderen Regie­
rnngen, oder in Verbin­
dun~ mit beiden anderen 
Regiernngen diese Seba­
den zu ersetzen hat und 
eventuell in welchem 
Umfange. 

ARTIKEL III. 

His Majesty the German 
Emperor, King of Prussia, 
His Minister in Extraordi­
nary Mission, Dr. Jur. 
Mumm von Schwarzen­
stein, Privy Councillor of 
Legation; and 

Her Majesty the Queen 
of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 
Mr. Reginald Tower, Her 
Britannic Majesty's Charge 
d'A:ffaires ad interim; 

Who, after having com­
municated to each other 
their full powers, which 
were found to be in due an<l 
proper form, have agreed 
to and concluded the fol­
lowing articles : 

ARTICLE I. 

All claims put forward 
by American citizens or 
Germans or British subjects 
respectively, wbeUierindi­
vidualB or companies, for 
compensation on account 
oflOBBeB which they allege 
that they have autferecUn 
consequence of unwarrant­
ed military action, if thia 
be shown tohaveoccnrred, 
on • the part of American, 
German or British officers 
between the first of Janu­
ary last and the arrival of 
the Joint Commission in 
Samoa shall be decided by 
arbitration in conformity 
with the principles of In­
ternational Law or con­
siderations of equity . 

ARTICLE II. 

The three Governments 
shall request His Majesty 
the King of Sweden and 
Norway to accept the office 
of Arbitrator. Itshallalso 
be decided by this arbitra­
tion whether, and eventu­
ally to what extent, either 
of the three Governments 
is bound, alone or jointly 
with the others, to make 
good. these lOBBes. 

ARTICLE III. 

Clabae of penona Either of the three Gov- Jeder der drei Regiemn- Either of the three Gov. 
1t0tlllliivea. ernments may, with the gen soll es, naehdem sie in ernments may, with the 

coD110Dt of the others, pre- jedem Falle die vorhe:i·ge- consent of the others, l)re-
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viously obtained in every 
case, submit to the King 
for arbitration, similar 
claims of persons not being 
natives, who are under the 
protection of that Govern­
ment; and who are not in­
cluded in the above men­
tioned categori"s 

ARTICLE IV. 

The present Convention 
shall be duly ratified by 
the President of the United 
States of America, by and 
with the advice and con­
sent of the Senate thereof, 
and by His Majesty the 
German Emperor, King of 
Prussia; and by Her 
Majesty the Queen of the 
Uniterl Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland; and 
the ratillcations shall be 
exchanged at Washington 
four months from the date 
hereof,or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof, we, the 
respective Plenipotentia­
ries, have.signed this Con­
vention and have hereunto 
affixed our seals. 

Done in triplicate at 
Washington the seventh 
day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine. 

bende Zustimmung der an­
deren Regierungen erlangt 
hat, gestattet sein, dem 
Schiedsepruche dee Konigs 
auch ahnliehe Anspriiche 
von solchen nicht eingebo­
renen Personen zu unter­
breiten, welche unter dem 
Schutze der betreffenden 
Mac;ht stehen und nicht 
den oben erwahnten Kate­
gorien :mg,•hiiren. 

ARTIKEL IV. 

Das gegenwiirtige Ab­
kommen soll von dem Pra­
sidenten der Vereinigten 
Staaten von Amerika unter 
Zuzielmng und mit Zn­
stimmnng des Senates der 
Vereinigten Staaten, von 
Seiner Majestat dem Deut­
schen Kaiser, Konig von 
Preussen und von Ihrer 
Majestat der Konigin des 
Vereinigten Konigr e i ch s 
von Grosebritannien u n d 
Irland ratifizirt werden; 
und die Ratifikationsnr­
kunde1i sollen in vier Mo­
naten von dem heutigen 
Tage an gerechnet oder 
wenn moglich friiher in 
Washington ansgetauscht 
werden. 

Zn Urkund dessen haben 
w i r , die nnterfertigten 
Bevollmiichtigten, <li esos 
Abkommen unterzeichnet 
und unsere Siegel beige­
clriickt. 

So gescheben in drei­
facher Ausfertigung zn 
Washington, den siebenten 
November eintansend acht­
hnndert neunundneunzig. 

viously obtained in every 
case, en bmit to the King for 
arbitration, similar claims 
of persons not being na­
tives, who are under the 
protection of that Govern­
ment, and who are not 
included in the above men­
tioned categories. 

ARTICLE IY. 

The present Convention 
shall be duly ratified by 
the Presidentofthe United 
States of America, by and 
with the advice and con­
sent of the Senate thereof, 
and by His Majesty the 
German Emperor, King of 
Prussia; and by Her 
Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland; and 
the ratifications. shall be 
exchanged at Washington 
four months from the date 
hereof, orearlierifpossible. 

In faith whereof, we, the 
respective Plenipotentia­
ries, have signed this Con­
vention and nave hereunto 
affixed our seals. 

Done in triplicate at 
Washington the seventh 
day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine. 

JOHN HAY 
Av MUMM 
REGINALD 

[BEA•L.] 

[~E.H.] 
TOWER 

And Whereas the said Convention has been duly ratified on the three 
parts and the ratifications of the three Governments were exchanged 
in the City of Washington on the seventh day of March, one thousand 
nine hundred: 

Now, 'fherefore, be it kuown that I, "William :McKinley, President of 
the United States of America, have caused the said convention to be 
made public, to the end that the same and every article and clause 
thereof' may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United 
States and the citizens thereof. 

In Witness Whereof' I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this eighth day of :March in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred, and of the 

[SEAL.] Independence of the United States the one hundred a.nd 
twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM :McKINLEY 

By the President: 
JOHN HAY 

Secretary of State. 

1877 

Ratification. 

Signatmee. 

Proclamation 
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