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CHAP. 782,-An Act To authorize the construction of a railroad bridge across the June 6, 1900. 
Mississippi River at Saint Paul, Minnesota. ------

Be it enacted OJI the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the South Saint Paul South st. Paul ~It 

Belt Railroad Company, a corporation duly organized and incorporated ~:i:~p~v~::dge 
under the laws of the State of Minnesota, its successors and assigns, 
be, and is hereby, authorized to construct and maintain a bridge for 
the passage of railroad traffic, and also, at the option of the said rail-
road company, for the passage of vehicles of all kinds, animals, and 
foot passengers, across the Mississippi River at a point suitable to the Location. 

interests of navigation, and between the crossing of the south line of 
section four of township twenty-eight, mnge twenty-two, and the 
crossing-of the north and south center line of section five of the same 
township, and within the incorporated limits of the city of Saint Paul, 
Minnesota; that the location and plan of construction of said bridge secre~ of War to 
shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, and until approve Pans. 

decided by him to be such as will not materially affect the interests of 
navigation the said bridge shall not be built. And there shall be sub-
mitted to the Secretary of War, for his examination and approval, a 
plan· of the proposed bridge and a map of the location thereof, giving, 
for a distance of a mile above and below the prop<>sed location, the 
topography of the banks of the river, the shore hne at high and low 
water, the direction of the current, and soundings accuratel1, showing 
the bed of stream, and the location of any other bridge or bridges; and 
should any change be made in the plan of the said bridge during the 
progress of construction, such change shall be subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of War; and the said bridge shall at all times be so kept Aids to navigation. 

and maintained, and provided with protection piers and sheer booms, 
so as to off er reasonable and proper means for the passage of vessels 
and other :floating craft through or under said structure; and for the Light& 

safety of vessels passing at night there shall be displayed on said 
bridge, from the hours of sunset to sunrise, such lights as may be f re-
scribed by the Light-House Board; and the said structure shal be Changes. 

changed, at the cost and ex~nse of the owners thereof, from time to 
time, as the Secretary of \\ ar may direct. and as may be necessary to 
preserve the free and convenient navigation of said river. That said tJJ!:., obetruct,iav

bridge shall not interfere with the free navigation of said river beyond 
what is necessary in order to carry into effect the rights and privileges 
hereby granted; and in case of any litigation arising from any obstruc- Litigation. 

tion, or alleged obstruction, to the said free navigation of said rive:, 
the cause may be tried before the circuit court of the United States ID . 
and for the district in which the said bridge is located: Pr<>Vided, That ~ provisions 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as repealing or modifying oflawunchanged,etc. 
any of the provisions of law now existing in reference to the pro-
tection of the navigation of rivers, or as exempting this bridge from 
the operations of the same. 

SEC. 2. That said bridge shall be constructed either as a high-level Draw. 

bridg~ wit~out a dra.wspan, or a low-level bridge with a dra"'."span, as 
the said milroad company may elect. If constructed as a high-level 
bridge, the main span over the navigable channel of the river shall be 
of such length as will give a clear width of waterway at low-water 
level of not less than three hundred and fifty feet, and a clear head-
1·oom under the full length of said span of not less than fifty-:fiv~ feet 
above extreme high-water level; if constructed as a low-le,Tel bJ:~e, 
there shall be a drawspan with openings under each arm thereof, g1vmg 
such clear wi~ths of waterway, not less than one hundred and_ eighty 
feet each, as m the opinion of the Secretary of War are reqw~ by 
the interests.of navigation; the remaining SP.Ins, if either of a lngh or 
low level bn~e shall each give a clear width of waterwa.Y not less 
than one hund~ and nfty feet at the low-water level of the river, and a 
clear headroom not less than ten feet above extreme high-water mark. 
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Toll. SEc. 3. That said South Saint Paul Railroad Company shall have the 
right to charge and collect a reasonable rate of toll for the passage 
across said bridge of all railroad and other vehicles, animals, and foot :rr:::· f rail d passengers, subject to approval of Secretary of "\Var: Provided, That 
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all railroad companies desiring the use of said bridge shall have apd 
be entitled to equal rights and privileges relative to the passage of 
trains or cars over the same and over the approaches thereto upon 
the pavment of a reasonable compensation for such use; and in case 
the owner or owners of such bridge and the several companies, or any 
one of them, desiring such use shall fail to agree upon the sum or 
sums to be paid, and upon the rules and conditions to which each shall 
conform in using said bridge, all matters at issue between them shall 
be decided by the Secretary of War upon a hearing of the allegations 
and proofs of the parties; and equal privileges in the use of said bridge 
shall be granted to all telegraph and telephone companies. 

&119i
0,:,:.fet~~~ent SEc. 4. That this Act shall be null and void if actual construction 

of the bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year 
and completed within three years of the date of approval thereof. 

m':i a~a1="10~~c- SEc. 5. That the bridge built under this Act and subject to its limi-
• tations shall be a lawful structure, and shall be known and recognized 

as a post route upon which also no hi~her char~e shall be made for 
the transportation over the same of tne mail, the troops and muni
tions of war of the United States than the rates per mile paid for trans
portation over railroads or public highways leading to the said bridge, 
and it shall enjoy the rights and privileges of other post roads in the 
United States. 

Amendment. SEc. 6. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 

June 6, 1900. 

expressly reserved. 
Approved, June 6, 1900. 

CHAP. 783.-An ."1C't To authorize the Alexandria and Pineville Bridge Company 
to build and maintain a traffic bridge across Red River at the town of Alexandria, in 
the parish of Rapides, State of Louisiana. 

Be -it enrtcted by the Senate and IIouse of Repre.~entati1.-es of the D':m"i€d 

PiAlex 1a1 nBarai" c~nd State.~ of Am,:rica ·in ( 'ongre8.~ fl88embled, That the Alexandria and Pine-
nevi e n ,ge om- "l] B .d C • l ] • d d . • 

funy may bridge R!)d VI e r1 ge ompany, a eorporat10n { u y rneorporate an existing 
LB.~er at Alexa nd na, under and by virtue of the laws of the Statt~ of Louisiana, he, and is 

Transit. 

hen•hy, authorized to eonstruct and maintnin a traffic bridge acro,-s 
Red River at n point suitable to the intpn•st of navigation, within the 
eorporate limit:-. of the town of Alexandrin, in the parish of Rapides, 
State of Louisiana. Said bridge shall he constructed to provide for 
the pa;,sage nf ,·ehides. sti·cet-railway ears, foot passengers, stock, and 

Ton. sueh other traffic as may be dPsircd, at i-ueh lega' rates of toll as may 
be fixed bv said compnnv, and a(tproved bv the Seeretary of ,var. 

To he lawful ~true- '-:! ·> ·rrh• t "'I • l l ·ct· b • t d . t.h. . A ·t d • b. • :,ire and post route. . .-:i_EC •. -· a ,-;ale JrI ge . UI • un el I;; { , an su Ject to its 
hm1tat1ons, shall he a lawful structurP. and shall be recognized and 
known as a post route. upon whieh also no higher eharge shall he 
mad~ !or thP; trans~issionTo~·er t~e same of the mails, !he troops, and 
mu111t10ns of war of the L mted ~tates than the 1·ate paid for the trans
mission on:>r the public highways leading to the said bridge, and shall 
enjoy the rights and privileges of other post roads in the United 

001~~;,f.,'/1'" l't•:., StatPs; and equal privileges in the use of said bridge shall be granted 
to all t,elegraph and telephone companies; and the United States shall 
have the right of way aer~ss said brid"'e an~ its appr~aches for postal-

f;-g:;~·na,igation. telegraph purpose;;: Pffn,u:{Pd, That the bridge herem authorized to 
be constructed ,,hall be so kept and managed by the companv owning 
or operating it as to afford proper ways and means for the passage 
through or under it of vessels. barges, or rafts at all times, both by 
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