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structed as a drawbridge, the draws shall be opened promptly upon 
Lights. reasonable signals for the passage of boats or vessels, and ·whatever 

kind of bridge is constructed the said corporation shall maintain thereon 
at its own expense, from sunset to sunrise, such lights or other signals 
as the Light-House Board shall prescribe. . 

secretary of War to SEC. 3. That the brid!e authorized to be constructed under this Act 
approve plans. d h l • f h shall be built and locate under an subject to sue regu at10ns or t e 

security of navigation of said river as the Secretary of War shall pre
scribe, and to secure that object the said company or corporation shall 
submit to the Secretary of "\Var, for his examination and approval, 
designs and drawings of the said bridge, and a map of the location of 
·same, giving the topography of the banks of the riYer or bayou, the 
shore line at high and low water, and the direction and strength of 
the current at different stages, the location of any other bridge or 
bridges within one mile thereof, and such further information as may 
be required for a satisfactory understanding of the subject; and said 
bridge shall not be constructed until the plan and location is approved 

Litigation. by the Secretary of War. All litigation which shall be had in regard 
to the said bridge shall be in the circuit court of the United States in 
whose jurisdiction the said bridge is located. 

Amendment. SEC. 4. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
changes. reserved; and any alterations or changes that may be required by the 

Secretary of War in the bridg-e constructed under this Act shall be 
made by the corporation ownmg or controlling the same at its own 

Commen_cement expense. Furthermore, if the construction of the said bridge shall not 
and completion. be comnienced within one year and completed within three years after 

the passage of this Act all the privileges conferred hereby, and this 
Act, shall become null and void. 

May 4, 1900. 

Approved, May 4, 1900. 

CHAP. 348.-An Ad To authorize the Atlantic and Gulf Short Line Railroad 
Company to build, construct, and maintain railway bridges across the Ocnmlgee and 
Oeonee riven, within the boundary lines of Irwin, ,n1cox, Telfair, and l\Iontgomery 
counties, in the State of Georgia. 

Be i"t enacted by the Senate and IIrmse of Representatives of the llnited 
Atlant/e and_ Gulf Stale8 of America 'ill C:ml(IJ'C88 lU<8CIJlblnl, Tnat the Atlantic and Gulf 

Short Lme Railroad Sh L" R •1 d ,, •• • d l • d d may bridge ocmulgee ort me a1 roa vompany. a corporat10n u y Incorporate an 
andOconeerivers,Ga. existing under and hy virtue of the laws of the State of Georgia, be, 

and it is herehy, authorized to construet, huild, and maintain across 
the Ocmulgee River a milroad bridge for the pa,;sage of railroad engines 
and ears, at such point a,; may he seledC'd hy said ('ompany and approved 
by the Secretary of War, within Irwin, "\Vileox. and Telfair counties, 
in the State of Georgia, the said Ocmulgee rinr being the dividing 
line between said counties of Irwin and 'Wikox on the west and Tel
fair on the east side of :-aid river. 

<xonee River. SEC. 2. That the said Atlantic and Gulf Short Line Railroad Com-
pa;1v is hereby authorize_d t~ build, co!lstruct. and maintain a railroad 
hndge for the passage of railroad engmes and cars across the Oconee 
River, in the eounty of .Montgomery, State of Georgia, at such point 
a:- may be seleded by said company and appro,-ed by the Secretary of 
War. 

Sn obstruction to SEC. !1. That said bridges are to he so constructed as not to obstruct 
navigation. l • • • ·d • d h ·d l h Drnw,. t 1e nangat10n of sa1 rn-ers. an to e pron ec eac with a suitable 

Pr,,,,;,,.,.,. draw: P,·1n•ided. That the bridges construeteJ under this Act and 
To be lawful struc- J' • 1· • • h 11 '-~ l f l l h tnres and post routes. aeeorc mg to its 1m1tat10n,; s a ue aw u structures anc s all he known 

and reeog·nized as post routes. and the same are herebv declared to be 
post routl-'s. and the r nited States shall htn-e the right of way for a 

to~~ts of railways postal telegraph aeross said bridges: Pn/vide1l further, That all rail-
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road companies desiring the use of said bridges and approaches shall 
have and be entitled to equal rights and privileges relative to the pas
sage of trains over the same upon payment of a reasonable compensa
tion for such use; and in case the owner or owners of said bridges and 
the several railroad companies, or any of them, desiring such use shall 
fail to agree upon the sum or sums to be paid, or upon rules and con
ditions to which each shall conform in using said bridges and approaches, 
all matters at issue between them shall be decided by the Secretary of 
1Y ar upon a hearing of the allegations and proofs of the parties. 

SEC. 4. That the bridges authorized to be constructed under this secretary of War to 
Act shall be located and built under and subject to such regulations for approve plans. 

the security of the navigation of said rivers as the Secretary of War 
shall prescribe; and the said company or corporation shall submit to 
the Secretary of ,var, for his examination and approval, designs -and 
drawings of the proposed bridges and maps of the locations, giving, 
for the space of one-fourth of a mile above and one-fourth of a mile 
below the proposed locations, the topography of the banks of the 
rivers, the shorelines at high and low water, the direction and strength 
of the currents, and the soundings, accurately showing the bed of the 
streams, and shall furnish such other information as may be required 
for a full and sati'3factory understanding of the subject; and until the 
said plans and locations· of the bridges are approved by the Secretary 
of War no work upon the said bridges shall be commenced; and should 
any change be made in the plans of said bridges during the progress 
of construction or after completion such change shall be subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of War. 

SEc. 5. That Congress reserves the right to alter, amend, or repeal !u:~'tI;:;~t. 
this Act at any time; and that if at any time the navigation of said 
rivers shall in any manner be obstructed or impaired by the said 
bridges the Secretary of ,var shall have authority, and it shall be his 
duty, to require the said railroad company to alter and change the 
said bridges, at its own expense, in such manner as may be proper t~ 
secure free and complete navigation without impediment. 

SEc. 6. That the draws provided for the bridges herein authorized Drawi.. 

to be constructed shall be opened promptly, upon reasonable signal, 
for the passing of boats or other craft; and the said company or cor- Lights. 

poration shall maintain at its own expense from sunset to sunrise, such 
lights or other signals on said bridges as the Light-House Board may 
prescribe; and if actual construction of the bridges herein 9:ut~orized c~~;i1!Wg~menta

nd 

shall not he commenced within one year from the passage of this Act, 
and be completed within three years from same date, the rights and 
privileges hereby granted shall cease and be determined. 

Approved, :May 4, 1900. 

lllay6, 1900. CHAP. 349.-An Act To amend an Act entitled "An Act to prevent forest fires 
on the public domain," approved February twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and -----
ninety-seven. 

Beit enacted 'f>JJ the Senatectnd'Hou.'5e of Representative.'5 of the United 
States of ..A.rMriea in Congres8 assembled, That an Act entitled "An ~tlic~

nd
~. 594, 

Act to prevent forest fires on the public domain," approved February amended. 

twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, be, and the same 
is herebv, amended so as to read as follows: 

"That any person who shall willfully· or maliciousl.r set on fire, or Penalty ~r sett ing 
th 

fire to tlm':>_r, etc. 
cause to be set on fire, anv timber, underbrush, or grass upon e 
public domain, or shall leave or suffer fire to burn unattended near a~y 
timber or other inflammable material, shall be deemed guilty of a nus-
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof in any district eour_t of the 
United States having jurisdiction of the same shall be fin_ed m a sum 
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