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shall submit to the Secretar;v of War, for his examination and approval, 
a design and drawing of said bridge, and a map of the location, pre
pared with reference to known datum plane upon prescribed scales 
furnished by the engineer officer having supervision of said river, and 
giving, for the space of two miles above and two miles below the pro
posed location of the bridge, the topography of the banks of the river, 
with shore lines at high and low water, the direction and strength of 
the currents at all stages, and the soundings accurately showing the 
bed of the stream, the location of any other bridge or bridges, and 
shall furnish such other information as may be required for a full and 
satisfactory understanding of the subject. And until said plans 
and location of the bridge are approved by the Secretary of War the 
bridge shall not be built; and should any change be made in the plan 
of the said bridge during the process of construction, such change shall 
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, and said structure 
shall be changed at the cost and expense of the owners thereof, from 
time to time, as the Secretary of War may direct, so as to preserve 
the free and convenient navigation of said river. 

SEC. 6. That this Act shall be null and void if actual construction Commencement 
of the bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and a

nd 
completion. 

completed within three years from the date hereof. 
SEC. 7. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby Amendment. 

expressly reserved. 
Approved, April 12, 1900. 

CHAP. 191.-An Act Temporarily to provide revenues and a c1vi1 government for April 12, 1900. 
Porto Rico, and for other purposes. ------

Be -it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Amerwa in Omigress assembled, That the provisions of this ~rt.Jfico. f . .1 
Act shall apply to the island of Porto Rico and to the adjacent islands gove~~~ter~. ClVl 

and waters of the islands lying east of the seventy-fourth meridian of Scope ofact. 
longitude west of Greenwich, which were ceded to the United States VoI.so,p.t 754• 

by the Government of Spain by treaty entered into on the tenth day 
of December, eighteen hundred and ninetv-eight; and the name Porto 
Rico, as used in this Act, shall be held to include not only the island 
of that name, but all the adjacent islands as aforesaid. 

SEC. 2. That on and after the passage of this Act the same tariffs, Tarlffontorelgn!m

customs, and duties shall be levied, collected, and paid upon all articles ports. 

imported into Porto Rico from ports other than those of the United 
States which are required by law to be collected upon articles imported 
into the United States from foreign countries: Provided, That on all~~-
coffee in the bean or ground imported into Porto Rico there shall be • 
levied and collected a duty of :five cents per pound, any law or part of . 
Jaw to the contrary- notwithstandin¥': And provided further, That all mf~!e.books ad

Spanish scientific, literary, and artistic works, not subversive of pub-
lic order in Porto Rico, shall be admitted free of duty into Porto Rico 
for a period of ten years, reckoning from the eleventh day of April, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, as provided in said treaty of peace 
between the United States and Spain: And pr01Jided further, That all th~~1~~~~~m 
!><,>oks and J>81!1phlets printed in the English language sha~l ?0 admitted 
mto Porto Rico free of dutv when imported from the U mted States. 

SEc. 3. That on and after· the passage of, this Act all merchandise th!t?:t~St~~;~~ 
coming into the United States from Porto Rico and coming into Porto Porto Rico. 

Rico from the United States shall be entered at the several ports of 
entry upon payment of ::fifteen· per centum of the duties which are 
r«:<iuired to he levied, collected, and paid upon like articles of merchan- . 
d1se imported from foreign countries· and in addition thereto upon -on!'!!!:.:? Rican 
art . 1 f ' • . th manu • ..._,,.,.,s. 

1c es o merchandise of Porto Rican manufacture conung mto e 
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CT nited States and withdrawn for consumption or sale upon payment 
of a tax equal to the internal-revenue tax imposed in the United States 
upon the like articles of merchandise of domestic manufacture; such 
tax to be paid by internal-revenue stamp or stamps to be purchased 
and provided by the ComID;i~sioner of Internal Revenue and to r~e pro
cured from the collector of mternal revenue at or most convement to 
the port of entry of said merchandise in the United States, and to he 
affixed under such regulations as the Commissioner of Internal Reve
nue, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall pre-

-Cnited states, man-scribe; and on all articles of merchandise of l:nited States manufacture 
ufactures. coming into Porto Rico in addition to the duty above provided upon 

payment of a tax equal in rate and amount to the internal-revenue tax 
imposed in Porto Rico upon the like articles of Porto Rican manufac-

Proriso. ture: hovided, That on and after the date when this Act shall take 
Admission free of ff II h d" d • I t ff t d t" l l d merchandise not du-e ect, a mere an 1se an artic es, excep co ee, no u ia ) e un er 

tiable in the United the tariff laws of the United States, and all merchandise and articles 
S1ates. entered in Porto Rico free of duty under orders heretofore made by 

the Secretary of War, shall be admitted into the several ports thereof, 
when imported from the United States, free of duty, all laws or parts 

Duliest<_)ceasewhen of laws to the contrarv notwithstanding; and whenever the legislative 
system ot local taxa- I f p R"• h 11 h d d • • tton established,etc. assemb yo orto 1co s a ave ercacte an put into operat10n a 

system of local taxation to meet the necessities of the government of 
Porto Rico, by this Act established, and shall by resolution duly passed 
so notify the President, he shall make proclamation thereof, and there
upon all tariff duties on merchandise and articles going into Porto 
Rico from the United States or coming into the United States from 
Porto Rico shall cease, and from and after such date all such merchan
dise and articles shall be entered at the several ports of entry free of 

xo duties after duty; and in no event shall any duties be collected after the first day 
March 1

' um. of ~larch, nineteen hundred and two, on merchandise and articles 
going into Porto Rico from the United States or coming into the L nited 
States from Porto Rico. 

Duties. etc., to con- SEc. -!. That the duties and taxes collected in Porto Rico in pursu-
stiture separate fund , , f th", \ •t 1 . -, th 't f II t" h . d h in Treasury for bene-clnce O - 1:, ~~C , e:,:, e CO:, 0 CO ec mg t e same, an t e gross 
fit of Porto Rico. amount of all collections of duties and taxes in the United States upon 

articles of merchandise coming from Porto Rico, shall not be covered 
into the general fund of the Treasury, but shall be held as a ,ieparate 
fund. and shall be placed at the disposal of the Preside11t to be used 
for the government and benefit of Porto Rico until the ~oyernment of 
Porto Rico herein proYided for shall have been orgamzed, when all 
moneys theretofore eollected under the provisions hereof, then unex
pended, shall he transferrPd to th1' loeal trea:;ury of Porto RiC'o, and 

""""·tar;- nr Treas-the SecretaiT of the Trea,-urv ;.;hall de,iio-nate the ,i·everal ports and sub-
11n· t-,d,•si"n"tc ports f • • p J.>" • l h II O k h . · 
.,(,•r,rn· "'"' t,, rn11ke port,; o entry 111 orto ,H'o anl " a ma ~e SU<' rules and reo-uiat1ons 
rnJ,,, ai,,l rc;n,Iutions. and appoint 8uch agent,; as may he nece,isary to colleet the d~ties and 

taxes authorize<l to be levied, eollected, and paid in Porto Rico by 
the provision,; of this .Aet, and he shall fix the <'ompen:;ation and pro
vide for the pay~1ent thereof of all sueh ofli<'er;.;, agents, and assistants 
as hP. ma~ fo~d 1t neces,iary to employ to earrJ: ?ut the provi,ii~ns 

f'r,,. __ ,,,_ . hereof: l ,·01:1.d,'ll, ho?nv1_•,,1'. That as soon as a crnl o-o,-ernment for 
lliltH•S t,, ln• r,a1d l) I.>" h ll ·} l • . l . '"' . . 

int" Porto ru,,an orto \lCO s a mn~ )een org·amze<. m aecordanee with the ~rov1-
tr•·n,,,r:: wtwn eidl ,-ion•; of thi,i A.ct 'UHl notice thPreof sh•d1 han' be"n g1·•·e11 to the 1·e"'1· -g-11\·t•run1eat 1•~tab· •· - ..... • ' " - ' '- .i.. , '--- ,. ' • ,-:1 

blw<l. 1lent h(· shall make proclamation tlwreof. and thereafter all eolleetions 
of clutif,,; and faxes in Porto Rieo under the provisions of thi1- Act 
:-;hall_ be paid intc~ the treasury of Porto Ri1·0 .. to he expendt>d as 
reqmred by law for the go,·ernmPnt and benefit therPof in,itead of 
!wing· paid into thP Treasury of thP Cnited States. 

Dntie• "'-' ,-,Jtr;· ur :-,i-:1'. ;>. That on and after tlw day when thi,i Act shall go into effect 
wlthdrnw,u ut mer- • I l - l I d" - • · I · d 
chawllse imported al gone s. wares, nnc nwrc lall 1se preYrou,-; y unporte from Porto 
from_Porto Rico prior Rif'o for which no entlT h•1,; !wen lll'ldP and ·ill o-oods w·tre · and to this at:t. etc. • • . . .. t. - - • ' , " .: e . ·-., '" :,;., 

merehamlr,-e prenou,ly e11terPcl without payment of duty and under 
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bond for warehousing, transportation, or any other purpose, for which 
no permit of delivery to the importer or his agent has been issued, 
shall be subjected to t,he duties imposed by this Act, and to no other 
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dutv, upon the entry or the withdrawal thereof: Pr(Yl)ided, That when Provf,so. 

duties are based upon the weight of merchandise deposited in any ~i~~:_es based on 

public ~r private bonded warehouse said duties shall be levied and col-
lected upon the weight of such merchandise at the time of its entry. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. General provisions. 

SEc. 6. That the capital of Porto Rico shall be at the city of San Capital. 

Juan and the seat of government shall be maintamed there. 
SEC. 7. That all inhabitants continuing to reside therein who were d Spanish subjects 

S • h b" t th 1 h d f A il • h h d d d eemed citizens of pams su Jee s on e e event ay o pr , e1g teen un re an Porto Rico, etc. 

ninety-nine, and then resided in Porto Rico, and their children born 
subsequent thereto, shall be deemed and held to be citizens of Porto 
Rico, and as such entitled to the -protection of the United States, 
except such as shall have elected to preserve their allegiance to the 
Crown of Spain on or before the eleventh day of April, nineteen 
hundred, in accordance with the provisions of the treaty of peace Vol.30,p.1759. 

between the United States and Spain entered into on the eleventh day 
of April, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine; and they, together with -1utico~itute body 

such citizens of the United States as may reside in Porto Rico, shall po e,e • 

constitute a body politic under the name of The People of Porto Rico, 
with governmental powers as hereinafter conferred, and with power 
to sue and be sued as such. • 

SEc. 8. That the laws and ordinances of Porto Rico now in force t· ~ting laws con

shall continue in full force and effect, except as altered, amended, or ~~cei,t. 

modified hereinafter, or as altered or modified by military orders and 
decrees in force when this Act shall take effect, and so far as the same 
are not inconsistent or in conflict with the statutory laws of the United 
States not locally inapplicable, or the provisions hereof, until altered, 
amended, or repealed by the legislative authority hereinafter _provided 
for Porto Rico or by Act of Congress of the United States: R•(Y!Jided, Fr01JU10s. 

That so much of the law which was in force at the time of cession, -marriage or priests, 

April eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, forbidding the mar- etc. 

ri:1ge of priests, ministers, or followers of any faith because of vows 
they may have taken, being paragraph four, article eighty-three, chap-
ter three, civil code, and which was continued by the order of the secre-
tary of justice of Porto Rico, dated March seventeenth, eighteen hun-
dred and ninety-nine, and promulgated hy Major-General Guy V. 
Henry, United States Volunteers, is hereby repealed and annulled, 
and all pe1:3ons lawfully married in Port~ Rico s~all hay~ all the ~iihts 
and remedies conferred bv law upon parties to either civil or rehg10us 
marriages: And prcnrided further, That paragraph one, article one -adultery,etc. 

hundred and five, section four, divorce, civil code, and paragraph two, 
section nineteen, of the order of the minister of justice of Porto Rico, 
dated March seYenteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and pro-
mulgated by Major-General Guv V. Henrv. r nited States Volunteers, 
he, and the same hereby are, so ·amended as to read: "Adultery on the 
part of either the husband or the wife." 

SEC. ~). That the Commissioner of Xa-daation shall make such reg- Natiol!alization of 
l . . . " "" . Porto R1<~an vessels. u at10ns, subJect to the apprornl of the ~ecretary of the Treasury. as 

he may deem expedient for the nationalization of all nssels owned by 
the inhabitants of Porto Rico on the eleventh day of April, eighteen 
hundred and ninetv-nine, and which continued to be so owned up to 
the date of such nationalization, and for the admission of the same to 
all the benefits of the coasting trade of the United States; and the 
coastin~ trade between Porto Rico and the United States shall be reg-
ulated m accordance with the provisiom~ of law applicable to such 
trade between any two great coasting districts of the United States. 
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Qnara.nincstations. SEC. 10. That quarantine stations shall be established at su~h places 
in Porto Rico as the Supervising Surgeon-G~neral of the ::\-Iarme-H?s
pital S~rvice of . the Unite~ States :'hall du:ect, an~ the quarantrne 
regulat10ns relatmg to the nnportat10n of diseases from otherTc~un-

-regulation~. 

tries shall be under the control of the Government of the L mted 
States. 

Redemption of SEC. 11. That for the purpose of retiring the Porto Rican ?oirn; now 
Porto Rican coins. in circulation in Porto Rico and substituting therefor the corns of the 

United States the Secretarv of the Treasurv is hereb,· authorized to 
redeem, on p;esentation in ·Porto Rico, all the sih·er • coins of P?rto • 
Rico known as the peso and all other silver and copper Porto Rican 
coins now in circulation in Porto Rico, not including any such coins 
that may be imported into Porto Rico after the first ctay of February, 
nineteen hundred, at the present established rate of sixty cents in the 
coins of the United States for one peso of Porto Rican coin, and for all 

-recoinage. 

Legal tender. 

Appropriation. 

Regulations. 

minor or subsidiary coins the same rate of exchange shall be applied. 
The Porto Rican coins so purchased or redeemed shall be recoined at 
the expense of the United States, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasurv, into such coins of the United States now authorized 
by law as he n1ay direct, and from and after three months after the 
date when this Act shall take effect no coins shall be a legal tender, in 
payment of debts thereafter contracted, for any amount in Porto Rico, 
except those of the United States; and whatever sum may be required 
to carry out the provisions hereof, and to pay all expenses that may be 
incurred in connection therewith, is hereby appropriated, and the Sec
retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to establish such regula-
tions and employ such agencies as may be necessary to accomplish the 

Proviso. purposes hereof: Provided, however, That all debts owing on the date 
Existing debts; in when this Act shall take effect shall be payable in the coins of Porto 

what payable. Rico now in circulation, or in the coins of the United States at the rate 
of exchange above named . 

. Expenses _payable SEC. 12. That all expenses that may be incurred on account of the 
~r;;'::'es~orto Rican rev- government of Porto Rico for salaries of officials and the conduct of 

their offices and departments, and all expenses and obligations con
tracted for the internal improvement or development of the island, 
not, however, including defenses, barracks, harbors, light-houses, 
buoys, and other works undertaken by the United States, shall be paid 
by the treasurer of Porto Rico out of the revenues in his custody. 

Properttn bridges, SEC. 13. That all froperty which may have been acquired in Porto 
:;;,~a~'fqaui~~tr,i~a'!;. Rico by the C nite{~ Stat~s under the cession of Spain in said treaty of 
treatyof peace placed peaee m any pubhc br1d~es, road houses, water powers highwavs 
under government of • l . d d h ' · .J ' 
Porto Rico, etc. unnav1gah e streams, an t e be st ereof, subterranean waters mmes 

or mine_rals u!lder the ~urface of private lands, and all property which 
at the time of t~e cess10n belonged, under the laws of Spain then in 
force. to the various harbor-works boards of Porto Rico and all the 
harbor shores, docks, slips, and reclaimed lands, but n~t including 
harbor areas or navigable waters, is hereby placed under the control 
of the government established by this Act to be administered for the 
benefit of the people of P<?rto Rico; and the le_gi~lat~ve as~embly hereby 
cre~ted shall hav~ author!tY, subJect to the hm1tat1ons imposed upon 
all 1ts acts, to legislate with respect to all such matters as it mav deem 
advisable. • 

Federal Jaws appli- SEC. 14. That the statutory Jaws of the United States not locally 
cable. inapplicable, except as herein before or hereinafter otherwise provided. 

shall have the same foree and effect in Porto Rico as in the C nited 
S~tes, except. the internal-revenue laws, which, in view of the pro
ns10ns of section three, shall not have force and effect in Porto Rico. 

Legislature ma,c;orne: SEC. 15. That the legislative authority hereinafter provided shall 
peal, etc., laws h 1 l t t d l od 
tinned m Ioree. ave powe~· oy cue. e?ae me1_1t . o amen : a ter, m ify, or repeal any 

law or ordmance, c1v1l or crmnnal, contmued m force·bv this Act as 
it may from time to time see fit. • ' 
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SEC. 16. That all judicial process shall run in the name of "United Judicial process. 

States of America, ss: the President of the United States," and all 
criminal or penal prosecutions in the local courts shall be conducted 
in the name and by the authority of "The people of Porto Rico;" and 0 a th • 

all officials authorized by this Act shall before entering upon the duties 
of their respective offices take an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States and the laws of Porto Rico. 

THE GOVERNOR. The governor. 

SEC. 17. That the official title of the chief executive officer shall be Title. 

a The Governor of Porto Rico." He shall be appointed by the Presi- Appointment. 

dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; he shall hold Term of office. 

his office for a term of fqur years and until his successor is chosen and 
qualified unless sooner removed by the President; he shall reside in Location of office. 

Porto Rico during his official incumbency, and shall maintain his office 
at the seat of government; he may grant pardons and reprieves, and Powers. 

1"emit :fines and forfeitures for offenses agamst the laws of Porto Rico, 
and respites for offenses against the laws of the United States, until 
the decision of the President can be ascertained; he shall commission 
all officers that he may be authorized to appoint, and may veto any 
legislation enacted, as hereinafter provided; he shall be the commander -
in chief of the militia, and shall at all times faithfully execute the 
laws, and he shall in that behalf have all the powers of governors of 
the Territories of the United States that are not locally inapplicable; 
and he shall annually, and at such other times as he may be required,. Report. 

make official report of the transactions of the government in Porto 
Rico, through the Secretary of State, to the President of the United 
States: Prrmided, That the President may, in his discretion, delegate Pr~. . 

and assign to him such executive duties and functions as may in pur- oo°~}~~h~~- may 

suance with law be so delegated and assigned. 

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

SEC. 18. That there shall be !\pkinted by the President, by and A
1
ppointmenhtofhom

1
-

• • • cia s, etc., w o s al 
with the advice and consent of t e Senate, for the per10d of four constitute the execu-
yearis, unless sooner removed by the President, a secretary, an tlve council. 

attorney-general, a treasurer, an auditor, a commissioner of the 
interior, and a commissioner of education, each of whom shall reside 
in Porto _Rico during his official incumbency and have the powers and 
duties hereinafter provided for them, respectively, and who, together 
with five other persons of good repute, to be also appointed by the 
President for a like term of four years, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall constitute an executive council, at least 
five of whom shall be native inhabitants of Porto Rico, and, in addi- -duties. 

tion to the legislative duties hereinafter imposed upon them as a body, 
shall exercise such powers and perform such duties as are hereinafter 
pro\·ided for them, respectively, and who shall have power to employ 
all necessary deputies and assistants for the proper discharge of their 
duties ais such officials and as such executive council. 

SEc. 19. That the secretary shall record and preserve minutes of tSecret.ary; dutiesof, 
the-proceedings of the executive council and the laws enacted by the e c. 

legislative assembly and all act:" and proceedings of the governor, and 
:,;hall promulgate all proclamations and orders of the governor and all 
laws enacted by the legislative assembly. He shall, within sixty days 
after the end of each session of the legislative assembly, transmit to 
the Pi·esident, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and the Secretary of State of the United States 
one copy each of the laws and journals of such session. 
. SEC. 20. That in case of the death, removal, resignation, or: ~isahil- ;,~e~t;~ absence of 
1ty of the governor, or his temporary absence from Porto Rico, the 

VOI. XL'U-6 
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Attorney-general. 

Treasurer 

Auditor. 
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secretary shall exercise all the pow~rs ~~d perform all the dutie,- of 
the governor during such vacancy, d1sab1hty, or absence. 

SEc. 21. That the attorney-general shall have r.ll the powers_ and 
discharge all the duties provided by law for an attorney o~ a Te1:ntory 
of the United States in so far as the same are not locally rnapphcahle, 
and he shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 
and make such reports, through the governor, to the Attonwy
General of the United States as he may require, which shall annually 
be transmitted to Congress. 

SEc. 22. That the treasurer shall give bond, approved as to form hy 
the attorney-~eneral of Porto Rico, in such sum as the executive coun
cil may reqmre, not less, however, than the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, with surety approved by the governor, and he shall 
collect and be the custodian of the public funds, and shall disburse the 
same when appropriated by law, on warrants signed by the auditor 
and countersigned by the governor, and shall perform such other duties 
as riiay be prescribed by law, and make, through th~ governor, such 
reports to the Secretary of the Treasury of the U mted States as he 
may require, which shall annually be transmitted to Congress. 

SEC. 23. That the auditor shall keep full and accurate accounts, 
showing all receipts and disbursements, and perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by law, and make, through the governor, such 
reports to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States as he 
may require, which shall annually be transmitted to Congress. 

Commissionerofthe SEc. 24. That the commissioner of the interior shall superintend all 
interior. works of a public nature, and shall have charge of all public build

ings, grounds, and lands, except those belonging to the United States, 
and shall execute such requirements as may be imposed by law with 
respect thereto, and shall perform such other duties as may be pre-· 
scribed by law, and make such reports through the governor to the 
Secretary of the Interior of the United States as he may require, 
which shall annually be transmitted to Congress. 

commissioner of SEc. 25. That the commissioner of education shall superintend 
education. public instruction throughout Porto Rico, and all disbursements on 

account thereof must be approved by him; and he shall perform such 
other duties as may be prescribed by law, and make such reports 
through the governor as may be required by the Commissioner of 
Education of the United States, which shall annually be transmitted 
to Congress. 

Other members or SEC. 26. That the other five members of the executive council, to be 
a~!f.;!~~~-council; appointed as hereinbefore provided, shall attend all meetings of the 

executirn council and pa~-ticipate in all busin~ss of every character 
that may be transacted hy it; and they shall receive as compensation for 
their services such annual salaries as may be provided by the legislative 
assembly. 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 
L<•l{i_-Iative ~ssem- 8Ec. 27. That all local legislative powers hereby granted shall be 

hlv ,,t Porto Rico to l • } • l • bl h" h h }l • 
,.,,n,i-t of ,,x.,.-utin: vestec In a eg1s atIYe assem y w 1c s a consist of two houses· one 
,•ourwil 11nd house 01 the executive council as hereinbefore constituted a d th th' · delcgllte,. >• • • • • • 0 

• , ll e O el a 
house of delegates, to consist of thirty-five members elected bienniallv 
hy the qualified voters as hereinafter provided; and the two hou,-,e.-; 
th_us l:~mstituted shall be designated" The legislative assembly of Porto 
Rico.· 

f:J,•<"tion di,triet,. 8.Ec. 28. That for the purposes of such elections Porto Rico shall 
he divided hy the executive council into seven districts, composed of 
contiguous territory and as nearly equal as may be in populatioi1 and 
eaeh district shall be entitled to five members of the house of delegates. 

Election 
gates. 

of <lelt·-

ELECTION OF DELEGATES. 

ti.Ee. 21,J. That the first eleetion for delegate,-, shall be held on such date 
and under such regulations as to ballots and voting as the executive 



FIFTY-SIXTH COXGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 191. 1900. 83 

council may prescribe; and at such elections the voters of each legis- -term of service, etc. 

latin district shall choose five delegates to represent them in the house 
of delegates from the date of their election and qualification until 
,;wo years from and after the first day of January next ensuing; of all 
which thirty days' notice shall be given by publication in the Official 
Gazette, or by printed notices distributed and posted throughout the 
district, or by both, as the executive council may prescribe. At such Qualified voters. 

elections all citizens of Porto Rico shall be allowed to vote who have 
been bona fide residents for one year and who possess the other quali-
fications of voters under the laws and military orders in force on the 
first day of March, nineteen hundred, subject to such modifications 
and additional qualifications and such regulations and restrictions as 
to registration as may be prescribed by the executive council. The Organization of 
house of delegates so chosen shall convene at the capital and organize house of delegates. 

by the election of a speaker, a clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and such 
other officers and assistants as it may require, at such time as may be 
designated by the executive council; but it shall not continue in ses- Length of session. 

sion longer than sixty days in any one year, unless called by the gov-
ernor to meet in extraordinary session. The enacting clause of the Enacting clause of 
laws shall be, ''Be it enacted by the legislative assembly of Porto laws. 

·Rico;" and each member of the house of delegates shall be. paid for Salary,etc.,ofmem• 

his services at the rate of five dollars per day for each day's attend- bers. 

ance while the house is in session, and mileage at the rate of ten cents 
per mile for each mile necessarily traveled each ,way to and from each 
session of the legislative assembly. · 

All future elections of delegates shall be governed by the provisions Existing provisiOllll 

hereof, so far as they are applicable, until the legislative assembly ~~~u:Yd ~~ 
shall otherwise provide. ture. 

SEC. 30. That the house of delegates shall be the sole judge of the Powe~ of house of 
elections, "returns, and qualifications of its members, and shall have delegates. 

and exercise all the powers with respect to the conduct of its pro-
ceedings that usually aJ?pertain to parliamentary legislative bodies. 
No person shall be eligible to membership in the house of dele~tes Qualifications of 
who is not twenty-five years of age and able to read and write either members. 

the Spanish or the English language, or who is not possessed in his 
o'Yn rjght of taxable property, real or personal, situated in Porto 
Rico. 

SEc. 31. That all bills may originate in either house, but no bill J11Is: i-age or, 
shall become a law unless it be passed in each house by a majority vote e • 

of all the members belonging to such house and be approved by the 
governor within ten days thereafter. If, when a bill that has been -approval. 

passed is presented to the governor for signature, he approves the 
same, he shall sign ithor if not he shall return it, with his objections, -veto, etc. 

to that house in whic it originated, which house shall enter his objec-
tions at large on its journal, and proceed to reconsider the bill. If, 
after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass 
the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other 
house, by which it shall likewise be considered, and if approved by 
two-thirds of that house it shall become a law. But in all such cases 
the \'Otes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered 
upon the journal of each house, respectively. If any bill shall not ~ 
returned by the governor within ten days (Sundays exceP.ted) after 1t 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall he a law m like man-
-r.er as if he had signed it, unless the legislative assembly by adjourn-
ment prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law: Provided,· Proriso. 
however, That all laws enacted by the legislative assembly shall be Congressruayannul 

reported to the Congress of the United States, which hereby reserves laws. 

the power and authority, if deemed advisable, to annul the same. . . 
SEo. 32. That the legislative authoritv herein provided shall extend ~~la~ive author-

t all tt . . ., . 1• bl . 1 d 1t,. sco~ or. 0 ma ers of a legislative characte1· not locally mappdca e, me u -



84 FIFTY-SIXTH CO~GRESS. SEss. I. CH. 191. 1900. 

ing power to create, consolidate, and reorganize the municipali_ties, so 
.far as may be necessary, and to provide and repeal ~~ws and ordmances 
therefor; and also the power to alter, amend, modify, and repeal any 
and all laws and ordinances of every character now m force m Porto 
Rico, or any municipality or district thereof, not inconsistent wit~ the 

Pro,,iso.f f h. provisions hereof: Provided, h01.cever, That all grants of franchises, 
Granto ranc 1ses. • • • • , bl" • l l" t rights and prinleges or concess10ns of a pu 1c or quas1-pu) 1c na ure 

The judiciary. 

shall be made bv the executive council, with the approval of the gov
ernor, and all franchises granted in Porto Rico shall be repo~·1;ed to 
Congress, which hereby reserves the power to annul or modify the 
same. 

THE JUDICIARY. 

Established courts SEc. 33. That the 1· udicial power shall be vested in the courts and 
continued. tribunals of Porto Rico as already established and now in opera-

tion, including municipal courts, under and by virtue of General 
Orders, Numbered One hundred and eighteen, as promulgated by 
Brigadier-General Davis, United States Volunteers, August sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and ninetv-nine, and including also the police courts 
established by General Orders, Numbered One hundred and ninety
:five, promulgated November twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-nine, by Brigadier-General Davis, United States Volunteers, 
and the laws and ordinances of Porto Rico and the municipalities 
thereof in force, so far as the same are not in conflict herewith, all 
which courts and tribunals are hereby continued. The jurisdiction of 

Jurisdiction and said courts and the form of procedure in them, and the various officials 
procedure. and attaches thereof, respectively, shall be the same as defined and pre-

scribed in and by said laws and ordinances, and said General Orders, 
Numbered One hundred and eighteen and One hundred and ninety

ri,m'if::tmentofter- :fiv~, u!1til. otherwise ~rovi~ed_ by law: Provided, however; That the 
rito.83 judicial offi- chief Justice and associate Justices of the supreme court and the mar
cers. shal thereof shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 

advice and consent of the Senate, and the judges of the district courts 
shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the executive council, and all other officials and attaches of all the 

. other courts shall be chosen as may be directed by the legislative 
Poweroflegislature assemblv, which shall have authority to legislate from time to time as 

in regard to courts. • • • • h t t . "d • d h h it may see tit wit respec o :sai courts, an any ot ers t ey may 
deem it advisable to e:stablish, their organization, the number of judges 
and o:flicials and attache:s for each, their jurisdiction, their procedure, 
and all other matters affecting them. 

tam~t~f d 1stnct es-
1
S
1
'Edc. 34h. T

1
~at _Ptortf~) PRictoo sRh!lll .~on,fsthitutpe a _]d·udicial distrie~ to be 

Federnl judicial ea e "'t e ( 1stnc • o or wo.· e res1 ent, bv and with the 
officers. a~vice and consent of the Senate, s~mll _apJ.>oint a distri°i.·t judge, a dis

trwt attonwy, and a marshal for said d1str1ct, each for a term of four 
Distri<-t ,,imrt. years, unless sooner removed by the President. The distriet court for 

said district shall be called the district court of the United States for 
..... ,t1k~rs. Porto Rico and shall have power to appoint all necessarv officials and 

assistants, including a clerk, an interr,reter, and such c·ommissioners 
as may he necessary, who shall have hke power and duties as are exer
cised and performed hy eommissioners of the circuit courts of the 

-juri,diction. Gnited States, and shall have, in addition to the ordinary jurisdiction 
?f distri_et c<:mrts of the U niteTd :5tate~, jurisdidion of all cases cognizant 
rn the em.·mt courts of the L 111ted States, and shall proceed therein in 

-procedure. the imme manner as a circuit court. The laws of the Cnited States 
relating to appeals. writs of error and certiorari, removal of causes. 
and other matters and proceedings as between the courts of the l;nited 
States and the courts of the se,·eral States shall go,·ern in sueh matters 
and proceedi_ngs as be~ween the district cour~ of _the United States and 

-terms 01 court. the courts of Porto Rico. Regular terms of said eourt shall he held 
at San Juan. commencing on the second )Ionday in April and October 
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of each year, and also at Ponce on the second ::\,Ionday in ,Tanuarv of 
each year, and special terms may be held at Mayaguez at such other 
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stated times as said judge may deem expedient. All pleadings and Pr(!ceedingstobein 
proceedings in said court shall be conducted in the English language. English. 

The V nited States district court hereby established shall be the sue- District court to 
cessor to the United States provisional court established by General aucceed provisional 
Orders, Numbered Eighty-eight, promulgated by Brigadier-General court,etc. 

Davis, V nited States Volunteers, and shall take possession of all rec-
ords of that court, and take jurisdiction of all cases and proceedings 
pending therein, and said United States provisional court is hereb;y 
discontinued. 

SEC. 35. That writs of error and appeals from the final decisions of c~rtsto Supreme 

the supreme court of Porto Rico and the district court of the United 
O 

' • • • 

States shall be allowed and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the same manner and under the same re~ations and 
in the same cases as from the supreme courts of the Territories of the 
United States; and such writs of error and appeal shall be allowed in -when allowed. 

all cases where the Constitution of the United States, or a treaty 
thereof, or an Act of Congress is broqght in question and the right 
claimed thereunder is denied; and the supreme and district courts of Habeas corpus, etc. 

Porto Rico and the respective judges thereof may grant writs of habeas 
corpus in all cases in which the same are grantable by the judges of 
the district and circuit courts of the United States. All such proceed-
ings in the Supreme Court of the United States shall be conducted in 
the English language. 

SEc. 36. That the salaries of all officials of Porto Rico not appointed Salaries of officials. 

by the President, including deputies, assistants, and other help, shall 
be such, and be so paid out of the revenues of Porto Rico, as the 
executive council shall from time to time determine: PrmJided, lww- .Protri8o. 
mxr, That the salary of no officer shall be either increased or dimin- -not to be changed 
ished during his term of office. The salaries of all officers and all during incumbency. 

expense;- of the.offices of the va1~ous of!icials ?f Porto ~ico, ap~inted 
as herem provided by the President, mcludmg deputies, ass1Stants, 
and other help, shall also be paid out of the revenues of Porto Rico -payable.et<-. 

on the warrant of the auditor, countersigned by the governor. 
The annual salaries of the officials appointed by the President, and 

so to be paid, shall be as follows: 
The governor eight thousand dollars· in addition thereto he shall Salariesof governor 

be entitled to the occupancy of the buildings heretofore used by the l!eeretary,etc. 

chief executive of Porto Rico, with the furniture and effects therein, 
free of rental. 

The secretary, four thousand dollars. 
The attorney-genera), four thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, five thousand dollars. 
The auditor, four thousand dollars. 
The commissioner of the interior, four thousand dollars. 
The commissioner of education, three thousand dollars. 

• The chief justice of the supreme court, five thousand dollars. 
The associate justices of the supreme court (each), four thousand five 

hundred dollars. 
The marshal of the supreme court, three thousand dollars. 
The l'" nited States district judge, five thousand dollars. 
The United States district attornev, four thousand dollars. 
The United States district marshal, three thousand five hundred 

dollars. , 
SEc. 37. That the provisions of the foregoing section shall not apply ~unicipal sal~ries 

to !he mu~icipal officials. Their salaries and the compensation of ~d. expenses. ww 

!}ie1r deputies, assistants, and other help, as well as all other expenses 
mcurred by the municipalities, shall he paid out of the municipal rev-
enues in such manner as the legislative assembly shall provide. 
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xo export duties. SEC. 38. That no export duties shall be levied or collected on e~ports 
Legislaturemaytax, :from Porto Rico; but taxes and assessments on property, and hcense 

etc. fees for franchises, privileges, and c~mcessions may be impose1 for the 

Bond i~sues, ttc. 

Prmiso. 
-limit. 

purposes of the insular and municipal goverm_nen~s, respectively, as 
may be provided and defined by act of the legislative assembly; an~ 
where necessary to anticipate taxes and rm·enues, bonds and other ohh-
gations may be issued by Porto Rico or _any municipa! government 
therein as may be provided by law to ~rovide _for expend1t?res author
ized by law, and to protect the _pubhc credit, and to reunburse the 
United States for any moneys whwh have been or may be expended out 
of the emergency fund of the '\Var Department for the relief of the 
industrial conditions of Porto Rico caused by the hurricane of August 

. eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine: Provided, however, That no 
public indebtedness of Porto Rico or of ony municipality thereof shall 
be authorized or allowed in excess of seven per centum of the aggre
gate tax valuation of its property. 

_Residentt cuom~tis-d SEC. 39. That the qualified voters of Porto Rico shall, on the first 
s1oner o n1 e d f h fi M da f N b D • • • states. Tues ay a ter t e rst l' on yo ovem er, anno omrni nrneteen 

Proril!o. -qualifications. 

hundred, and every two years thereafter, choose a resident commis
sioner to the United States, who shall be entitled to official recognition 
as such by all Departments, upon rresentation to the Department of 
State of a certificate of election o the governor of Porto Rico, and 
who shall be entitled to a salary, payable monthly ~ the United 
States, at the rate of five thousand dollars per annum: Provided, That 
no person shall be eligible to such election who is not a bona fide citi-
zen of Porto Rico, who is not thirty years of age, and who does not 
read and write the English language. 

~mmission ton:~ SEC. 40. That a commission, to consist of three members, at least 
~ste,:~fP:~ern- one of whom shall be a native citizen of Porto Rico, shall be appointed 
ment,etc. by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 

compile and revise the laws of Porto Rico; also the various codes of 
procedure and systems of municipal government now in force, and to 
frame and report such legislation as may be necessary to make a simple, 
~armonious, and ec~nomical ~o.verm:pent! establish justice and secure 
its prompt and efficient admrnistrat10n, maugurate a general svstem 
of education and public instruction, provide buildings and funds there
for, equalize and simplify taxa!i?n and all the methods of raising reve
nue, and make all other provis10ns that may be necessary to secure 
and extend the benefits of a republican form of government to all the 
inhabitants of Porto Rico; and all the expenses of such commissioners, 
including all necessary clerks and other assistants that thev mav em-

-expenses. 

ploy, and a :,;alary to each member of the commission at the rate of 
five thom;and dollars per annum, shall be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of Porto Rico as a part of the expenses of the ~overnment 

;~~-report wi
th1" a ?f Porto Rico. ~nd saidcom_mission shall ma~e fu!l and final report, 

m both the English and Spamsh languages, of all its revisions com
pilations, and recommendations, with explanatorv notes as to the 
changes and the reasons therefor, to the Congress on or before one 
year after the passage of this Act. 

Effect. SEC. 41. That this Act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the first day of ~fay, nineteen hundred. 

Approved, April 12, 1900 . 

. C_~P. 192.-~n Acf~faking appropriati?ns for the le~islative, executive, and 
------ 3ud1cial expenses ot the UoYernrnent for the fiscal year endrng June thirtieth nine-

teen hundred and one, and for other purposes. ' 

April 17.1900. 

. . Be it enacted by tl,e Sn;rdeand H(mfle of R,pre.~entativesof the [!nited 
Leg1slat1...-e, execu-"t t .-I! A . ··v· "l .•• (\-- ., . 1-z d Tli t th f 11 : tive, and judicial o,a e8 '!.I ntenc« 111 ong,e-'18 a88errw e •, a e o owmg sums be, 

t~nses appropria-and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of anv monev in the Treas-
• ury not otherwise appropriated, in full compensation for the service 
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