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.-1.pril 12, 1900. 

FIFTY-SIXTH COXGRESS. SESS. I. CH. mo. moo. 

CHAP. 190. -An Act To authorize the Shre,·eport and Red River Valley Rail way 
Company to build and maintain a railway bridge across I~e~ Rirnr, at or near the 
town of _llexandria, in the Pari~h of Rapides, State of Louisiana. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and I-Iouse ofRepresentath•e., of the [111ted 
Shm:eport an~ Red State-'! of America hi Congress assembled, That the Shrm·eport and Red 

R1ver\allevRa1lway • "r R • n • d 1 • t d d 
may bridge Red River Rn·er "\ allev a1lwa\· vompanv, a corporat10n u y mcorpora e an 
at.-1.Jexau dria,La. exi:;ting under and b'v virtue of the laws of the State of Louisiana. be, 

and is here bv, authorized to construct and maintain, by itself or through 
its assianees, a railway bridge across Red Rh·er at a point suitable to 
the int:rest of navigation, at or near the town of Alexandria, in the 

Transit, tolls, etc. parish of Rapides, State of Louisiana. Said bridge shall be corn,tructed 
to provide for passage of railway trains. and for transmission of the 
mails at such legal rates of toll as may he fixed hr said railway com
pany, or its transferees, and approved by the Secretary of "' ar. 

To be lawful struc- SEC. 2. That said bridge, built under this Act and subject to its 
ture a

nd 
po st route. limitations, shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and 

known as a post route, upon which also no higher charge shall be 
made for the transmission.over the same of the mails, the troops, and 
munitions of war of the United States than the rate per mile paid for 
the transportation over the railroad or public highways leading to the 
said bridge, and shall enjoy the rivhts and privileges of other post-

T~Jegraph,etc.,com- roads in the r nited States; and equal privileges in the use of said 
pames. bridge shall be granted to all telegraph and telephone companies; and 

the United States shall have the right of way across said bridge and 
Prm·fao. its approaches for postal telegraph purposes: Provided, That the 
Aids to navigation. 

Draw. 

Lights. 

Alterations. 

Litigation. 

bridge herein authorized to be constructed shall be so kept and man-
aged by the company owning or operating it as to afford proper ways 
and means for the passage through or under it of vessels, barges, or 
rafts at all times, both by day and by night; and if said bridge be con
structed as a drawbridge, the draw shall be opened promptly upon 
reasonable signal for the 1assage of boats; and upon whatever kind of 
brid~e is built there shal be displayed on said bridge from sunset to 
sunnse, at the expense of said company, such lights and signals as the 
Li(J"ht-House Board shall prescribe. 

§Ee. 3. That if said bridge, erected and maintained under the author-
itv of this Aet, shall at any time substantiallv or materiallv obstruct 
the free nadgation of said. rfrer, or shall, in the opinion of ·the Secre
tarv of"~ ar, oh;truct such navigation, he is herebv authorized to cause 
imch change or alteration of said bridge to be made as will effectuallv 
obviate such obstruetion: and such alteration shall be made and all such 
obstructions be remo,·ed at the t>xpense of the owners or operators of 
said bridge; and in mse of any litigation arising from the obstruction 
or nllt>ged oh:-;truction to the frpe naviITTition of said rh·er. the case 
may he brought in the district court of the l"'." nited Stutes for the west-

!t~;;;,g-Jaw ern district of Louisiana: Prm.•ided, That nothing in this Act shall he 
cl1>rn,n·•l,et,·. un- so constrm.>d as to repeal or modify any of thP provisiorn-; of law now 

existing in reference to the proteetion of the nadgation of rivers. or 
to exempt said bridge from the operation of same. 

tL-~ailroacI rights to SEC. 4. That all railroad companies desiring to use the said bridge 
shall have and he entitled to equal rights and privileges relative to the 
pas;,;age of milway trains over the same and the approaches thereto 
upon the payment of a reasonable compensation for such use, which 
compensation may be different in ea,-;e of different railway,-;, In case 
of disagreement as to compen:-ation for the use of said' bridO"e, the 
difference shall be determined by the Secretarv of War upon Ifearing 
the allegations and proof of the parties in inte1:est. 

f'eeretary of War 10 8Ec. 5. That the bridge authorized to be constructed under thi:- Act approve plans, etc. 
shall he ~uiH ~ml l_ocat_ed m,1de1: an_d subject t_? such regulations for 
the security of nangat10n of ,-;aid rffer as the Secretarv of "\Yar shall 
prescribe: and to :,,ecure that ohject the said company "or corporation 
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shall submit to the Secretar;v of War, for his examination and approval, 
a design and drawing of said bridge, and a map of the location, pre
pared with reference to known datum plane upon prescribed scales 
furnished by the engineer officer having supervision of said river, and 
giving, for the space of two miles above and two miles below the pro
posed location of the bridge, the topography of the banks of the river, 
with shore lines at high and low water, the direction and strength of 
the currents at all stages, and the soundings accurately showing the 
bed of the stream, the location of any other bridge or bridges, and 
shall furnish such other information as may be required for a full and 
satisfactory understanding of the subject. And until said plans 
and location of the bridge are approved by the Secretary of War the 
bridge shall not be built; and should any change be made in the plan 
of the said bridge during the process of construction, such change shall 
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, and said structure 
shall be changed at the cost and expense of the owners thereof, from 
time to time, as the Secretary of War may direct, so as to preserve 
the free and convenient navigation of said river. 

SEC. 6. That this Act shall be null and void if actual construction Commencement 
of the bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and a

nd 
completion. 

completed within three years from the date hereof. 
SEC. 7. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby Amendment. 

expressly reserved. 
Approved, April 12, 1900. 

CHAP. 191.-An Act Temporarily to provide revenues and a c1vi1 government for April 12, 1900. 
Porto Rico, and for other purposes. ------

Be -it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Amerwa in Omigress assembled, That the provisions of this ~rt.Jfico. f . .1 
Act shall apply to the island of Porto Rico and to the adjacent islands gove~~~ter~. ClVl 

and waters of the islands lying east of the seventy-fourth meridian of Scope ofact. 
longitude west of Greenwich, which were ceded to the United States VoI.so,p.t 754• 

by the Government of Spain by treaty entered into on the tenth day 
of December, eighteen hundred and ninetv-eight; and the name Porto 
Rico, as used in this Act, shall be held to include not only the island 
of that name, but all the adjacent islands as aforesaid. 

SEC. 2. That on and after the passage of this Act the same tariffs, Tarlffontorelgn!m

customs, and duties shall be levied, collected, and paid upon all articles ports. 

imported into Porto Rico from ports other than those of the United 
States which are required by law to be collected upon articles imported 
into the United States from foreign countries: Provided, That on all~~-
coffee in the bean or ground imported into Porto Rico there shall be • 
levied and collected a duty of :five cents per pound, any law or part of . 
Jaw to the contrary- notwithstandin¥': And provided further, That all mf~!e.books ad

Spanish scientific, literary, and artistic works, not subversive of pub-
lic order in Porto Rico, shall be admitted free of duty into Porto Rico 
for a period of ten years, reckoning from the eleventh day of April, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, as provided in said treaty of peace 
between the United States and Spain: And pr01Jided further, That all th~~1~~~~~m 
!><,>oks and J>81!1phlets printed in the English language sha~l ?0 admitted 
mto Porto Rico free of dutv when imported from the U mted States. 

SEc. 3. That on and after· the passage of, this Act all merchandise th!t?:t~St~~;~~ 
coming into the United States from Porto Rico and coming into Porto Porto Rico. 

Rico from the United States shall be entered at the several ports of 
entry upon payment of ::fifteen· per centum of the duties which are 
r«:<iuired to he levied, collected, and paid upon like articles of merchan- . 
d1se imported from foreign countries· and in addition thereto upon -on!'!!!:.:? Rican 
art . 1 f ' • . th manu • ..._,,.,.,s. 

1c es o merchandise of Porto Rican manufacture conung mto e 
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