SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Sgss. II. Cn. 53, 54,55, 1823.

Swc. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect,
and be in force from and after the first day of May next ensuing the
passage thereof. :

Arprovep, March 3,1823,

Cuar, LIIL—4n Act making the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal,
and Spainy receivable in payments on account of public lands.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the
passage of this act, the following gold coins shall be received in all pay-
ments on account of public lands, at the several and respective rates fol-
lowing, and not otherwise, viz: the gold coins of Great Britain and Por-
tugal, of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for
every twenty-seven grains, or eighty-eight cents and eight-ninths per
pennyweight: the gold coins of France, of their present standard, at the
rate of qne hundred cents for every twenty-seven and a half grains, or
eighty-seven and a quarter cents per pennyweight: and the gold coins
of Spain of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for
every twenty-eight and a half grains, or eighty-four cents per penny-
weight.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Se-
cretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the foregoing coins to be made
at the mint of the United States, at least oncein every year ; and to make
report of the result thereof to Congress,

Approven, March 3, 1823,

Cuap. LIV.—dn Act for clearing, repairing, and improving, certain roads for
the purpose of facilitating the transportation of the United States’ Mexl.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause to be cleared,
repaired, and improved, the United States’ mail road, from Nashville in
the state of Tennessee, to New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana:
Provided, He shall not expend rhore than seven thousand nine hun-
dred and twenty dollars, in clearing, repairing, and improving, the same,
and that the said sum shall be expended on that part of the road which
may lie within [the] territory occupied by the Indians, and to which their
title has not yet been extinguished.

Arrrovep, March 3, 1823.

Cuar. LV.—An Jof respecting stamps.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, whenever any person
or persons shall pay to the Secretary of the Treasury, the duty charge-
able by the act, entitled “ An act to establish a general stamp office,”
passed on the twenty-third day of April, in the year one thousand eight
hundred, on any deed, instrument, or writing, on which the said stamp
duty chargeable by law shall not have been paid, together with the further
sum of ten dollars, and shall obtain a certificate thereof, from the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, such deed, instrument, or writing, shall be, to all in-
tents and purposes, as valid and available, as if the same had been, or
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were, stamped, counter stamped, or marked, as by said law required;
any thing in any act to the contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be, aud con-
tinue, in force for the term of one year from the passage thereof, and no
longer.

Aprrovep, March 3, 1823.

Cuar, LVI—An Act to authorize the building of lighthouses, light vessels, and
beacons, therein mentioned, and for other purposes.

Be it cnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Sccretary of the
Treasury be, and he hereby 'is, empowered to provide by contract, for
building lighthouses, and light vessels, erecting beacons, and placing
buoys, on the following sites or shoals, to wit: A lighthouse on Baker's
Tsland, near Mount Desert, in the state of Maine; one on Monamoy
Point, in the state of Massachusetts; a lighthouse on Goat Island, in the
state of Rhode Island; alight vessel, not to be under two hundred and
fifty tons, on Cape Hatteras, in North Carolina ; a lighthouse on Cape
Romain, in the state of South Carolina; a lighthouse at or near the en-
trance of the harbour of Pensacola, for that part of the territory known
as West Florida; a light-house near Fort Gratiot, in Michigan territory;
a beacon on Hadrell’s Point, in the state of South Carolina; two light
vessels to be placed in the Bay of Delaware, the one at or near the
Brandywine Shoal, and the other at or near the shoal called the Upper
Middle; and also, to agree for the salaries, wages, or hire, of the per-
sons to be appointed by the President of the United States, for the
superintendence of the same: Provided, That no moneys shall be ex-
pended in erecting such lighthouses, until the jurisdiction to such por-
tions of land as the President of the United States shall select as the
sites of the same, respectively, shall be ceded to, and the property thereof
vested in, the United States.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated out
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, the following
sums of money, to wit: For building the lighthouse on Baker’s Island,
two thousand five hundred dollars; for one on Monamoy Point, three
thousand dollars; for one on Goat island, two thousand five hundred
dollars; for an additional sum to complete the light vessel authorized to
be bailt, by an act, entitled “ An act to authorize the building light-
houses therein mentioned, and for other purposes,” passed the seventh
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, for the state of
New York, five thousand dollars; for an additional sum to complete the
lighthouse on Oldfield Point, in the same state, one thousand five hundred
dollars; for an additional sum to complete a tower for the light on Fort
Niagara, in the same state, one thousand five hundred dollars ; for placing
a lantern at Fort Delaware, in the river Delaware, one thousand five hun-
dred dollars; for completing the lighthouse on Cape May, in the state
of New Jersey, a sum not exceeding five thousand seven hundred and
fifty dollars ; for placing a light vessel at or near Cape Hatteras shoals, a
sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars; for building a light-
house on Cape Romain, ten thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon on
Hadrell’s Point, one thousand five hundred dollars; for finishing the
lighthouse near St. Augustine, in the territory of East Florida, the sum
of five thousand dollars; for building a lighthouse at or near Pensacola,
a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars; for building a lighthouse at
Fort Gratiot, three thousand five hundred dollars, and for building and
placing two light vessels in Delaware Bay, twenty thousand dollars.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United
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