
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 54. 182-2. 

CHAP. LIV.-.Bn .Bet lo abolish the Tlnited States' trading establishment with the 
Indian tribes. 

Be it enacted ~y th~ Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States shall be, and hereby is, authorized and required to 
cause the business of the United States' trading-houses among the Indian 
tribes to be closed, and the accounts of the superintendent of Indian 
trade, and of t~e fac:ors and sub-foct?rs, to be settled; and for that pur
P?se, the President 1s hereby authonzed to select, from among the In
dian agents, or others, a competent number of fit and suitable persons, 
to_ be_ and appear a! the office of Indian trade in Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbm, and at each of the trading-houses established 
among Indian tribes, on or before the third day of June next, or as soon 
thereafter as can conveniently be done, to demand and receive of and 
from the superintendent of Indian trade, and of the respective factors and 
sub-factors, all the goods, wares, merchandise, furs, peltries, evidences 
of dc'.bt, and property and effects of every kind which may be in 
their power or possession, by virtue of their respective offices, and 
justly due and belonging to the United States; and the said agents, se
lected for the purpose aforesaid, shall be furnished with copies of the 
latest quarterly returns of the said superintendent, factors, and sub-factors, 
as rendered by them to the Treasury Department, and copies of any other 
papers in the said department which will show what is, or ought to 
be due and coming to the United States, from the said office of Indian 
trade in Georgetown, and from each of• the trading-houses established 
among Indians. And the persons so selected shall enter into bond, with 
good and sufficient security, in such snms as may be requirf'd by the 
President of the United States, for the faithful discharge of the duties 
enjoined on them by the provisions of this act. And from and after the 
third day of June next, the act of the second of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, entitled "An act for establishing trading
houses with Indian tribes," shall be continued in force for the purposes 
only of enforcing all bonds, debts, contracts, demands, and rights which 
may have arisen, and all penalties and punishments which may have 
been, or may be, incurred under the provisions of the said act, and for 
the settlement of the accounts of the superintendent, factors, and sub
factors, at the Treasury Department. 

S.:c. 2. And be it .furtlter enacted, That the goods, wares, and mer
chandise, which shall be delivered over to the agents of the United States, 
under the provisions of this act, shall be placed at the disposition of the 
President of the United States, subject,under his orders, towards satisfy
ing or extinguishing the treaty obligations on the part of the United 
States, to keep up trading-houses with the Indians;_ also,. towards t~e 
payment of annuities due, or to become due, to Indian tribes; also, m 
making the customary presents to tribes or individuals in amity with the 
United States; and the surplus, if any, may be sold to the best advantage, 
under the orders of the President., and the proceeds paid over to the 
treasury of the United States. 

S.:c. 3. And be it further enacted, That the furs, peltries, effects and 
property, received under the first section of this act, shall be sold in the 
manner the President may direct; the debts due and owing shall be col
lected under his orders; and all the money received from these sources, 
and all that shall be received from the superintendent of Indian trade, 
and from the factors and sub-factors, shall be paid over, as fast as re
ceivf<l, into the treasury of the United States: Provided, That such sums 
may be retained and applied, under the orders of the President of ~he 
United States, as may be necessary to defray the expenses of carrymg 
thi;; act into effect. 
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SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That, as soon as may be after the 
commencement of the next session of Congress, the President of the 
United States shall communicate to Congress the manner in which he 
shall have caused this act to be executed, showing the amount of moneys, 
furs, peltries, and other effects, and the amount and description of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, and the actual cash value thereof, received from 
the superintendent of Indian trade, and each of the factors and sub-fac
tors, under the provisions of this act. 

APPROVED, May 6, 1822. 

CHAP. L V .-.Rn .Bet providin{f for the disposal of the pubHc lands in the state of 
Mississippi, anil for tlte, better organization ef the land districts in the states of 
.Blabama anil Mississippi. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIousc of Representatives of tlte United 
States of Arnerica, in Congress assembled, That all that tract of country 
which was ceded to the United States by a treaty with the Choctaw In
dians, held on the eighteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty, near Doake's Stand, in the state of 
Mississippi, be, and the same is hereby, formed into a land district; and 
for the disposal of the public lands in said district, a land office shall be 
established within the same, at. such convenient place as the President of 
the United States may direct and appoint; and for said office a register 
and a receiver shall be appoint~d by the President, by and with the ·ad
vice and consent of the Senate, who shall severally give bond with security, 
before entering on the duties of their respective offices, in like manner 
and for like sums, shall receive similar compensation, fees, and emolu
ments, and shall perform similar duties, and possess similar powers, 
with all other registers and receivers of public moneys of the United 
States, appointed by law for the disposal of the public land; and shall, 
in all respects, be governed by the laws of the United States pro
viding for the disposal of the public land: Provided, however, That the 
first sale of the lands within the district aforesaid may be held at such 
convenient place within the district west of Pearl river, as the President 
of the United States may appoint.(a) And provided al,so, That the Pre
sident.may, if it should be necessary,in consequence of the establishment 
of a new basis meridian, attach a portion of the land otherwise belong
ing to the district established by this act to the district w@st of Pearl 
river. 

SEc. 2. And be itfurtlter e:nacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized, when he shall think proper, to 
cause so much of the land within the district created by this act, or which 
may be attached to the district of Pearl river, and which may be sur
veyed, to be exposed to sale, on the same terms and conditions, and in the 
same manner as all other public lands of the United States, with the ex
ception of section numbered sixteen, in each township, which shall be 
reserved for the use of schools within the same; and of such other reserva
tions as now may, or hereafter may, exist, by virtue of any actof cession, 
treaty or law of the United States: and for the lands so sold, patents 
shall issue on the terms and conditions, and in the manner, provided by 
law in relation to all other public lands of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That all the lands lying on the east 
side of the Tombigbee river, in the state of Mississippi, and to which the 
Indian title has been extinguished, be, after the thirtieth day 0f October 
next, attached to the district established by the first section of this act; 
and the public lands therein shall be sold, on the same terms and condi. 

(a) An act to establish the district of Pearl river, March 2, 1821, ch. 16. 
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