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SIXTEENTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 23, 24. 1820. 

from and after the day of sale; And further, That the bounty lands 
granted, or hereafter to ~e granted, for military services during _the late 
war, shall, while they contmue to be held by the patentees, or their heirs, 
remain exempt as aforesaid from taxation for the term of three years 
from and after the date of the patents respectively. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in case a constitution and 
state government shail be fonned for the peo~le of the said territory of 
Missouri, the said convention or representatives, as soon thereafter as 
may be, shall cause a true and attested copy of sue~ constitution, or 
frame of state government, as shall be formed or provided, to be trans-
mitted to Congress. . . 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That m all that territory ceded 
by France to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies 
north of thirty-six decrrees and thirty minutes north latitude, not included 
within the limits of the state, contemplated by this act, slavery and in
voluntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof 
the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, for
ever prohibited: Provided always, That any person escaping into the 
same, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed, in any state or 
territory of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed 
and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labour or service as 
aforesaid. 

A PrnovED, March 6, 1820. 

CHAP, XXIII.-Jln /let in addition to an act, entitled " .B.n act regulating the post
o.ffice establishment." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and liouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That during the present and 
every subsequent session of Congress, all letters and p1ckets to and from 
the President of the Senate pro tempore, and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives for the time being, shall be received and conveyed by 
mail, free of postage, under the same restrictions as are provided by law 
with respect to letters and packets to and from the Vice President of the 
United States. 

APPROVED, March 13, 1820. 

CHAP. XXIV .-An .B.ct to provide for taking the fourth census, or enumeration ef 
the inhabitants ef the United States, and for other purposes. ca) 

Be it enacted b_y tlw Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the marshals of the 
several districts of the United States, and of the district of Columbia, 
and of the territories of Missouri, Michigan, and Arkansas, respectively, 
slrnl] be, and they are hereby, authorized, and required, under the di
rection of the Secretary of State, and according to such instructions as 
he shall give, pursuant to this act, to cause the number of the inhabitants 
within their respective districts and territories, to be taken, omitting, in 
such_ enumeration, Indians 1:ot taxed, and distinguishing free persons, in
cludmg those bound to service for a term of years from all others· distin
guishing, also, the sexes and col0urs of free persdns, and the fre~ males 
under ten years of age; those of ten years and under sixteen ; those of six
teen and t~nder twenty-six; those of twenty-six and under forty-five and 
those of forty-five and upwards : and, also, distinguishing free femn!es 
under ten years of age; those of ten and under sixteen; those of sixteen 

(a,) S'.'e note to act of March 1, 1790, vol. i. 101, referring to the acts providing for taking a census of 
the U.11ted States. -
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