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all cases in which the claim to compensation or indemnity shall exceed 
the sum of two hundred dollars, award a commission to some one or 
more discreet commissioners, near the places where the witnesses reside, 
who shall, before they proceed to act, take an oath, or affirmation, before 
some officer authorized by law to administer the same, that they will faith­
fully and impartially execute the duties assigned to them in said commis­
sion, to the best of their judgment; and the said commissioner shall ac­
company said commission with directions as to the examination of wit­
nesses, on oath or affirmation, which the said commissioner, or commis­
sioners, so acting, are hereby authorized to administer; which said com­
mission, when executed, t0gether with the examinations taken in pursu­
ance thereof, shall be enclosed, sealed, and re.turned by mail, to the office 
of the said commissioner; Provided, however, That in acting on examina­
tions, taken by virtue of the act to which this is an amendment, the said 
commissioner shall be authorized, in all cases where he shall adjudge the 
facts not to be sufficiently disclosed to allow a just decision between the 
claimants and the United States, to award a new c0 mmission as aforesaid, 
and, also, in all cases in which the said commissioner shall deem it proper 
to appoint an agent to act in behalf of the United States, in executing said 
commissions; and it shall be the duty of the commissioner, or commis­
sioners, taking evidence in any case, to make inquiry whether any evi­
dence may be had which may be favourable to the interest of the United 
States, and to take such evidence, and transmit the same to the said com­
missioner in like manner. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlif'r enacted, That any person, in the late war 
aforesaid, who has sustained damage by the loss of any horse, mule, ox, 
wagon, cart, boat, sleigh, or harness, while such property was in the mili­
tary service of the United States, either by impressment or contract, ex­
cept in cases where the risk to which the property would be exposed was 
agreed to be incurred by the owner, if it shall appear that such loss was 
without any fault or negligence on the part of the owner, shall be allowed 
and paid the value thereof. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act, and 
the act to which it is an amendment, shall be, and are hereby, extended 
to cases of property lost, captured, or destroyed, in the wars with the In­
dian tribes, subsequent to the eighteenth day of Feliruary, and prior to 
the first day of September, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, in the 
same manner as if lost, captured, or destroyed, in the late war with Great 
Brit&in. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtl1c1· enacted, That all claims allowed by said 
commissioner, of two hundred dollars or upwards, shall be revised hy the 
Secretary of War, on a statement of the facts made to him hy the aforesaid 
commissioner, and may be confirmed or rejected : and the amount of all 
claims allowed by the aforesaid commissioner less than two hundred dol­
lars, and those of two hundred dollars and upwards, if confirmed by the 
Secretary of War, shall be paid in the manner prescribed in the tenth and 
fourteenth sections of the act to which this act is an amendment. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1817. 

CHAP. CXI.-An .llct a_uthorizing a subscription for tlte printing of tlte tenth 
volume of public documents. 

Be it enar;ted by the Senate and llouse of Representat-ives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to subscribe for, and receive, for the use and 
disposal of Congress, five hundred copies of the tenth volume of public 
document~, proposed to be printed by Thomas B. \Vait and Sons. The 
aforesaid volume to be delivered in strong leather binding, at the Depart-
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rnent of state, at the rate of two d'.lllars and a quarter for each five hundred 
pages contained in the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one thousand five 
hundred dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose aforesaid, to be 
paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1817. 

CHAP. CXII.-.fln .!let for the relief ef certain qfficers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the paymaster general 
be authorized, and is hereby required, to pay the general staff (the vo­
lunteer aids excepted) of the governor of the Illinois territory, while in 
service in the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve; and that to 
each one be allowed the pay and emoluments of a major of infantry. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1817. 

CHAP. CXIV.-.fln .flct supplementary to ".Jln act for the relief ef persons im~ 
prisoned Jor debts due the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatines of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That any person imprisoned 
upou execution for a debt due to the United States, which he shall be 
unable to pay, if his case shall be such as does not authorize his dis­
charge by the Secretary of the Treasury, under the powers given him by 
the act, entitled " An act providing for the relief of persons imprisoned 
for debts due to the United States," may make application to the Presi­
dent of the United States, and upon proof being made to his sRtisfaction 
that such debtor is unable to pay the debt, and upon a compliance by the 
debtor with such terms and conditions as the President shall deem proper, 
he may order the dischRrge of such debtor from his imprisonment, and 
he shall be accordingly discharged, and shall not be liable to be impri­
soned again for the same debt; but the judgment shall remain good and 
sufficient in law, and may be satisfied out of Rny estate which may then, 
or at any time afterwards, belong to the debtor. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1817. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I. RESOLUTION far admitting t!te state rf I,uliana into the Union. 

WHEREAS in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed on the nineteenth 
day of April, one thousRnd eight hundred and sixteen, entitled "An act 
to enable the people of Indiana territory to form a constitution and state 
government, and for the admission of th:it state into the union," the peo­
ple of the said territory did, on the twenty-ninth day of .Tune, in the 
present year, by a convention called for that purpose, form for themselves 
a constitution and state government, which constitution and state govern­
ment, so formed, is republican, and in conrormity with the principles of 
the articles of compact between the original states and the people and 
states in the territory north-west of the river Ohio, passed on the thirteenth 
day of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven. 

Resolved by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, ia Congress assembled, That the state of Indiana 
shall be one, and is hereby declared to be one, of the United States of 
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