
ACTS OF THE THIRTEENTH CONGRESS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the third session, which was begun and held at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on the nineteenth day of 
September, 1814, and ended on the fourth day of llfarch, 1815. 

JAMES MADISON, President of the United States; ELBRIDGE GERRY, 
Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate; 
JoHN GAILLARD, President of the Senate pro tempore, from the 
first of December, 1814; LANGDON CHEVES, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

STATUTE III. 

CHAP. I.-.On .11.ct further to extend the right of suffrage, and to fru;rea.se tlte 
number of members rf the legislative council in the Mississippi territory. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That each and every free white 
male person, being a citizen of the United States, who shall have attained 
the age of twenty-one years, and who shall have paid a county or territo
rial tax, and who also shall have resided one year in said territory previous 
to any general election, and be at the time of any such election a resident 
thereof, shall be entitled to vote for members of the House of Repre
sentatives, and a delegate to Congress, for the territory aforesaid: any 
thing in the ordinance or in any act relative to the government of said 
territory to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the House of Representatives 
of the territory aforesaid be, and they hereby are authorized, to nomi
nate eight persons, being citizens of the United States, to the President 
of the United States, four of whom shall be appointed members of the 
legislative council for said territory, in addition to the number already 
provided, any act or ordinance to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, October 25, 1814. 

CHAP. Il.-An Actfurtherextendingtheti1ncforlocating Virginia military land 
warrants, and for returning the surveys thereon to the general land qffice. (b) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the officers and soldiers 
of the Virrrinia line, on continental establishment, their heirs or assigns, 
entitled to "'bounty lands within the tract reserved by Virginia, between 
the Little Miami and Sciota rivers, for satisfying the legal bounties to her 
officers and soldiers upon continental establishment., shall be allowed a 
further term of three years, from and after the passage of this act, to ob-
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(a) An act to enable the people of the western part of the Mississippi territory to form a constitu
tion and state government, and for the admission of such state into the union on an equal footing with 
the original states, March I, 1817, ch. 23. 

(b) See notes of acts relating to the sale of public lands north-west of the river Ohio, vol. i. 464. 
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tain warrants and complete their locations, and a further term of five 
years from and after the passage of this act as aforesaid, to return their 
surveys and warrants, or certified copies of warrants, to_ the general land 
office, any thing in any former act ~o th~ c<;>ntrary notw1thsta1_1ding: Pi·o
vitled, that no locations, as aforesaid w1thm the above-mentioned tract, 
shall after the passing of this act, be made on tracts of land for which 
pate~ts had previously been issued, or which had been previously sur
veyed; and any patent which may, nevertheless, be obtained for land 
located contrary to the provisions of this act, shall be considered as null 
and void. 

APPROVED, November 3, 1814. 

CHAP, III.-An .!1.ct authorizing the President cf the United States to cause to be 
built or purchased the vessels tlterein described. ( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That in addition to the pre
sent naval establishment, the President of the United States be, and he 
is hereby authorized to cause to be built or purchased, manned, equipped 
and officered, any number of vessels, not exceeding twenty, which, in 
his opinion, the public service may require, to carry not less than eight, 
nor more than sixteen guns, each. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtl,er enacted, That for the building, or purchase, 
and equipping of these vessels, the sum of six hundred thousand dollars 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, November 15, 1814. 

CHAP, IV.-.!1.n .!1.ct to autlwrize a l-0an for a sum not exceeding three milli= 
cf dollars. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and.. he is hereby authorized to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding three millions of dollars, to 
be applied, in addition to the moneys now in the treasury, or which may 
be received from other sources, to defray any expenses which have been, 
or during the present year may be, authorized by law, and for which ap
propriations have been, or during the present year, may be made by law; 
Provided, That no engagement or contract shall be entered into, which 
shall preclude the United States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus 
borrowed, at any time after the expiration of twelve years from the last 
day of December next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States, be, and he is 
hereby authorized, to cause to be constituted certificates of stock, signed 
by the register of the treasury, or by a commissioner of loans, for the 
sum to be borrowed by this act, or for any part thereof, and the same to be 
sold. And the Secretary of the Treasury shall lay before Congress an 
account of all the moneys obtained by the sale of the certificates of stock 
in manner aforesaid, together with the statement of the rate at which the 
same may have been sold. 

SEc. 3. And be it farther enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to employ an agent or agents, for the purpose of 

(a) Repealed by act of Feb. 27, 1815, ch. 62. 
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obtaining subscriptions to the loan authorized by this act, or of selling 
any part of the stock to be created by virtue thereof. A commission 
not ex?eeding o~e. quarter of one per cent. on the amount thus sold, or 
for which subscnpt10ns shall have been thus obtained, may, by the Secre
tary of the_ Tre~sury, be allowed to such agent or agents; and a sum 
not exceedmg mne thousand dollars, to be paid out of any moneys in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated for pay
ing the amount of such commission or commissions as may be thus 
allowed, and also for defraying the expenses of printing, and issuing the 
subscription certificates and certificates of stock, and other expenses, 
incident to the completing of the loan authorized by this act. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful to receive 
in payment of any loan obtained under this act, or under any other act 
of Congress authorizing a loan, treasury notes which have been issued 
according to law, and which shall become due and payable on or before 
the first day of January next, at the par value of such treasury notes, to
gether with the interest thereon accrued, at the time of the payment on 
account of the Joan. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds con
stituting the annual appropriation of eight millions of dollars, for the 
payment of the principal and intere.st of the public debt of the United 
States as may be wanted for that purpose, after satisfying the sums neces
sary for the payment of the interest and such part of the principal of 
said debt, as the United States are now pledged annually to pay or reim
burse, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment of the interest, 
and for the reimbursement of the principal of the stock which may be 
created by virtue of this act. It shall accordingly be the duty of the 
commissioners of the sinking fund, to cause to be applied and paid out 
of the said fund, yearly, such sum and sums as may be annually wanted 
to discharge the interest accruing on the said stock, and to reimburse 
the principal, as the same shall become due, and may be discharged in 
conformity with the terms of the loan; and they are further authorized 
to apply, from time to time, such sum or sums out of the said fund, as 
they may think proper, towards redeeming, by purchase, and at a price 
not above par, the principal of the said stock, or any part thereof. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in addition to the annual sum 
of eight millions of dollars, heretofore appropriated to the sinking fund, 
adequate and permanent funds shall during the present session of Con
gress, be provided and appropriated, for the payment of the interest and 
reimbursement of the principal of said stock created by this act. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That an adequate and permanent 
sinking fund, gradually to reduce. and eventually to extinguish the public 
debt, contracted and to be contracted during the present war, shall also 
he established during the present session of Congress. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of 
the banks in the District of Columbia, to lend any part of the sum author
ized to be borrowed by virtue of this act, any thing in any of their 
charters to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, November 15, 1814. 

CHAP. Vl.-J.ln .Oct to authorize the publicatirm if the laws if ·the United States 
within the territories if the United States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Re:presentatfoes of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary for the 
Department of State be, and he is hereby author\zed to cause the laws of 
the United States, passed, or to be passed, durmg the present or any 
future session of Congress, to be published in two of the public newspapers 

VoL. III.-19 N 
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within each and every territory of the United States:-Provided, in his 
opinion, it shall become necessary and expedient. 

APPROVED, November 21, 1814. 

CHAP. VII.-.Bn Act authorizing the Secretary qf the Treasury to appoint a clerk 
in the qffice if the wmmissioner if the revenue, with p(Y/JJer to sign licenses. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RC'_Presentatives of the United 
States of Am£rica, in Congress assembled, That the head of the treasu
ry department shall be, and he is hereby authorized, from time to time, 
as may be requisite, to designate a clerk in the office of the commissioner 
of the revenue, to assist in the signing of the licenses issuing from that office; 
and the clerk so designated shall have power to sign his own name to 
such licenses; which signature shall be as valid as that of the said com
mi-ssioner of the revenue. 

APPROVED, November 22, 1814. 

CHAP. VJJl.-.lln .fl.ct authorizing the Secretary if State, during the continuance 
if the present war, to malce an additional allowance to the owners and masters 
if vessels,Jor bringing baclc to the United States, destitute and distressed Ameri
can seamen, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RC'_Presentatives rif tile United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That during the continuance 
of the present war, the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby author
ized, in addition to the sum of ten dollars, at present allowed by law for 
returning destitute American seamen to the United States, to allow such 
additional compensation as he may deem reasonable, to be paid out of 
the sum annually appropriated for the relief of destitute American 
seamen. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State be, 
and he is hereby authorized, to adjust and settle such claims as may have 
been exhibited at the Department of State, for returning destitute Ameri
can seamen to the United States, and to allow, in addition to the ten 
dollars at present allowed by law, such additional compensation as he 
may deem reasonable, and to pay the same out of the fund appropriated 
for the relief of destitute American seamen. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force during the continuance of the present war between the United 
States and Great Britain, and for one year thereafter. 

_APPROVED, December 1, 1814. 

CHAP. X.-An Act making further provision for filling the ranks if tl,e army 
if the United States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tltc 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passing of this act, each and every commissioned officer who shall 
be employed in the recruiting service, shall be, and he hereby is author
ized to enlist into the army of the United States, any free effective able
bodied man, between the ages of eighteen and fifty years; which 
enlistment shall be absolute and binding upon all persons under the age 
of twenty-one years, as well as upon persons of full age, such recruiting 
officer having complied with all the requisitions of the laws reaulating 
the recruiting service. "' 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
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recruiting officer to pay or deliver to a recruit under the age of twenty
one years, to be enlisted by virtue of this act, any bounty or clothing, 
or in any manner restrain him of his liberty, until after the expiration of 
four days, from the time of his enlistment; and it shall be lawful for the 
said recruit at any time during the said four days, to reconsider and 
withdraw his enlistment, and thereupon he shall forthwith be dischar.ged 
and exonerated from the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the fifth section 
of the act passed the twentieth day of January, one thousand eight hun
dred and thirteen, entitled "An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
' An act for the more perfect organization of the army of the 
United States"' as requires the consent, in writing, of the parent, 
guardian, or master, to authorize the enlistment of persons under the 
age of twenty-one years, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed; 
Pr01Jided however, That in case of the enlistment of any person held to 
service as au apprentice, under the provisions of this act, whenever such 
person, at the time of his enlistment, shall be held by his indenture to 
serve for any term between two and three years, his master shall be en
titled to receive one half of the money bounty; if held, in like manner, 
to serve between one and two years, the master shall be entitled to receive 
one-third of the money bounty as aforesaid; and if held, in like manner, 
to serve one year or less, the master shall be entitled to receive one-fourth 
of the money bounty as aforesaid. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the bounty of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, now allowed by law, there shall be 
allowed to each non-commissioned officer and soldier, hereafter enlisted, 
when discharged from service, who shall have obtained from the com
manding officer of his company, battalion, or regiment, a certificate that 
he had faithfully performed his duty whilst in service, three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, to be surveyed, laid oft: and granted under the same 
regulations and in every respect in the manner now prescribed by law; and 
the widow and children, and if there be no widow norc~ild, the parents 
of every non-commissioned officer and soldier, enlisted according to law, 
who may be killed or die in the service of the United States, shall be 
entitled to receive the three hundred and twenty acres of land as afore
said; but the same shall not pass to collateral relations, any law hereto
fore passed to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That any person subject to militia 
duty, who shall, according to law, furnish a recruit for the army of the 
United States, at his own expense, to serve during the war, shall there
after be exempt from militia duty during the war; and every recruit 
thus furnished, shall be delivered to some recruiting officer of the United 
States, who shall immediately grant his receipt for such recruit, to the 
person furnishing him, and shall forthwith report the same to the De
partment of "\Var, and shall specify in the report the name of such person, 
and his place of residence, as well as the name and description of the 
recruit, whereupon it shall be the duty of the Secretary for the Depart
ment of War to grant to the person furnishing such recruit a certificate 
of exemption from militia duty during the war, upon calls made upon 
authority of the United States, which certificate shall be good and availa
ble to all intents and purposes for that object; and every recruit thus 
furnished shall be entitled to the bounty in land, in the same manner, and 
upon the same conditions, as the other recruits in the army of the United 
States. 

APPROVED, December 10, 1814. 
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CHAP, XI.-An Ji.ct supplementary to an act, laying dutietJ on note3 ef banks, 
bankers, and certain companie3, on note3, bonds, and obligations, discounted by 
banks, bankers, and certain wmpanies, and on bill$ ef exchange ef certain de
scriptions. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress r:ssembled, That •i? respect to_ the stam!> 
duties of any of the notes of private bankers which are subject by law 
to such duties, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
agree to an annual composition, in lieu thereof, with any of the said pri
vate bankers, at the rate of one and a half per centum on the amount of 
the annual profit made by such private bankers respectively, upon the 
capital employed in the business of their respective banks, to be ascer
tained as is hereinafter provided. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every private banker, who 
shall be desirous to enter into the composition aforesaid, shall, at the time 
of proposing the same, transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury a state
ment, verified by his own oath or affirmation, and that of his cashier, or 
principal cJerk, of the amount of the capital employed, or to be employ
ed in his bank, and the charges and expenses of conducting the business 
thereof, in such detail as shall be satisfactory to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. And every private banker, after entering into such composi
tion, shall keep a weekly account of his discounts, issues of bank notes, 
and deposits, and shall, once in every month, transmit to the Secretary 
of the Treasury a transcript thereof, verified by oath or affirmation as 
aforesaid, and he shall also, half yearly, make and transmit to the Secre
tary of the Treasury a statement of the profits of his bank for the pre
ceding half year, verified as aforesaid. • 

SEc. 3. And be it farther enacted, That for the purpose of carrying 
such compositions into effect, the Secretary of the Treasury may, from 
time to time, estimate the profits of the said private bankers respectively, 
either according to the amount of the capital by them respectively sta
ted to be employed in the business of their respective banks as aforesaid, 
and the half-yearly profits by them respectively stated to be actually-made 
thereon as aforesaid, or according to the amount of the capital, which, 
upon the general principle and practice of banking, would be requisite 
and proper for conducting the business of a bank, to the extent appear
ing upon the said monthly returns of the said private bankers respectively, 
and the usual profits made upon such capital. And the said private bank
ers, respectively, shall pay to the collector of internal duties for the 
district wherein their banks respectively are established, for the use 
of the United States, a composition in lieu of the said stamp duties, 
at the rate of one and a half per centum op. the profits of their respective 
banks, estimated and ascertained in either of the modes aforesaid. 

APPROVED, December IO, 1814. 

CHAP. XII.-An Act to prwide additional revenues for defraying the expenses ef 
government, and maintaining the public credit, by duties on carriages, and the 
harne.ss used therefor, (a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from the last day of 
December instant, there shall be paid the following yearly rates and du
ties upon every carriage, with the harness used therefor, kept for use, 
which shall not be exclusively employed in husbandry, or for the trans
portation of goods, according to the following valuations, to wit: 

If not exceeding fifty dollars, one dollar. 

(a) Repealed by act of Dec. 23, 1817, ch. I. 
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If above fifty and not exceeding one hundred dollars, two dollars. 
If above one hundred and not exceeding two hundred dollars, four 

dollars. 
If above two hundred and not exceeding three hundred, seven dol

lars. 
If above three hundred and not exceeding four hundred, eleven 

dollars. 
If above four hundred and not exceeding five hundred, sixteen 

dollars. 
If above five hundred and not exceeding six hundred, twenty-two 

dollars. 
_If above six hundred dollars and not exceeding eight hundred dollars, 

thirty dollars. 
If above eight hundred dollars and not exceeding one thousand dol

lars, forty dollars. 
If above one thousand dollars, fifty dollars; which valuations shall be 

made agreeably to the existing condition of the carriage and harness at the 
time of making the first entry thereof, in conformity to the provisions of 
this act, and shall not be changed in relation to any carriage and harness 
while subject to the duties imposed by this act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person having or keep
ing such carriage, shall, yearly, in the month of January, make and 
subscribe a true and exact entry thereof, describing the same, and stat
ing its denomination and the number of its wheels, together with its 
value, and that of the harness used therefor, as aforesaid; which entry 
shall be lodged with the collector appointed by virtue of the act, entitled 
"An act for the assessment and collection of direct taxes and internal 
duties," for the district in which the person liable for the payment of 
such duty may reside.-And it shall be the duty of the collectors afore
said, to attend within the month of January, in each year, at three or 
more of the most public and convenient places in each county, within 
their respective districts, and to give public notice, at least ten days pre
vious to such day, of the time and place of such attendance, and to re
ceive such entry made in the manner before directed, at such place, or at 
any other, where they may happen to be within the said month of January; 
within which said month, the duties shall be paid agreeably thereto, and on 
the payment thereof, to grant a certificate for each carriage mentioned 
in such entry, therein specifying the name of the owner, the description 
and denomination of the carriage, and the sum paid with the time when, 
and the period for which such duty shall be so paid; and the forms of 
the certificates, to be so granted, shall be prescribed by the Treasury 
department, and such certificates, or the acknowledgments of the col
lector aforesaid, by a credit in his public accounts, shall be the only 
evidence to be exhibited and admitted, that any duty imposed by this act 
has been discharged : Provided nevertheless, That no certificate shall 
be deemed of validity any longer than while the carriage for which the 
said certificate was granted, is owned by the person mentioned in such 
certificate, unless such certificate shall be produced to a collector; and 
an entry shall be thereon made by him, specifying the name of the then 
owner of such carriage, and the time when he or she became possessed 
of the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That any person who, after the 
month of December, in any year, shall commence the having or keep
ing of any carriage subject to duty, shall and may, at any time during 
thirty days after he shall so commence the having or keeping of such 
carriage, make like entry and payment in manner before prescribed; and 
on payment of such proportion of the duty laid by this act on such car
riage, and the harness used therefor, as the time from which he shall 
commence the keeping of such carriage to the end of the month of 
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December then next ensuing, shall bear to the whole year, shall be en
titled to and may demand like certificates, subject, nevertheless, to the 
conditions before and hereinafter provided. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person having or keep
ing any carriage subject to duty, who shall make an untrue or defective 
entry, to evade the whole or any part of the duty justly and truly payable 
according to this act, shall lose the sum paid pursua~t to such untrue or 
defective entry; and where such untrue or defective entry hath been 
made, or where no entry shall be made, or where there shall be a ne
glect of payment after entry, such person shall moreover, in addition 
thereto, at any time thereafter, on personal application and demand at 
the house, dwelling, or usual place of abode of such person, by the pro
per collector, be liable and shall pay the duty by this act imposed, with 
a further sum double the amount thereof, one moiety of which last sum 
shall be to the use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof 
to the use of the person, who, if a collector, shall first discover, if other 
than a collector, shall first inform in such case; which duty, with the 
said addition, shall be collected by distress and sale of the goods and chat
tels of the person by whom the same shall be due. And in every case 
where the owner of a carriage shall fail to enter the same in conformity 
to the provisions of this act, the collector shall have power, and he is 
hereby authorized, to determine the class to which such carriage belongs, 
and to fix the duty payable on the same. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any duty 
shall be collected pursuant to this act, whether by distress or otherwise, 
certificates shall be granted for each carriage in manner as before pre
scribed. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in casi. a question shall 
arise in the execution of this act, whether a carriage is exclusively em• 
ployed in husbandry, or for the transportation of goods, such carriage 
shall be deemed not to be so employed, unless proof to the contrary be 
adduced by the O}Vner or keeper thereof. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That in case any entry of a car
riage may have been made under the " Act laying duties on carriages 
for the conveyance of persons," passed July twenty-fourth,one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, for a period extending beyond the first day 
of January next, it shall be the duty of the owner or keeper thereof, 
notwithstanding, to render the entry required by the second section of 
this act, to the proper collector, and to pay to him such sum as, with 
any duty previously paid, shall amount to the whole duty payable accord
ing to this act on such carriage, and the harness used therefor, subject, 
in case of neglect or failure, to a proportionate part of the penalty im
posed in the fourth section of this act, which payment shall be endorsed 
on any certificate which may have been granted. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever hereafter there 
shall be a general assessment made throughout the United States, it shall 
be the duty of the principal assessor in each collection district, agreeably 
to instructions to be given by the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause a 
list of carriages, liable to duty, with the valuations thereof, as fixed in this 
a~t, to be made out and deliv~red to the collector for such district, ac
cording to which valuations, so far as the same may apply, the duties 
hereby imposed shall be thereafter assessed and collected: Provided, 
That the owner or keeper of a carriage liable to duty, shall not be thereby 
released from the obligation to make the entry hereby required to be 
made: And provided further, That carriages that are not contained in 
said list, shall be also liable to duty. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the several provisions of" An 
act making further provision for the collection of internal duties, and 
for the appointment and compensation of assessors," passed the second 
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day of August, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall, and are 
hereby declare~ to apply in full fo~ce to the duties laid J?y, and to be col
lected under this act, t~e same as if such duties and this act were recog
nised_ therein, which said duties shall be collected by the same collec
tors, m the same manner, for the same commissions, and under the same 
directions as are thereby established in relation to the other internal du
ties; and all the obligations, duties, and penalties, thereby imposed upon 
collectors, are hereby imposed upon the collectors of the duties laid by 
this act. 

SEc. 10. And be it furtlicr enacted, That towards establishing an ade
quate revenue to provide for the payment of the expenses of government, 
for the punctual payment of the public debt, principal and interest, con
tracted and to be contracted, according to the terms of the contracts re
spectively, and for creating an adequate sinking fund, gradually to reduce 
and eventually to extinguish the public debt, contracted and to be con
tracted, the internal duties laid and imposed by this act, (and those laid 
and imposed by the "Act laying duties on carriages for the conveyance 
of persons," passed twenty-fourth .July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen, so far as the same are not hereby abolished,) shall be laid, levied, 
and collected, during the present war between the United States and 
Great Britain, and until the purposes aforesaid shall be completely accom
plished, any thing in any act of Congress to the contrary thereof in any 
wise notwithstanding. And for effectual application of the revenue to 
be raised by and from the said internal duties to the purposes aforesaid, 
in due form of law, the faith of the United States is hereby pledged; 
Provided always, That whenever Congress shall deem it expedient to 
alter, reduce, or change the said internal duties, or any or either of them, 
it shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and substituting by law, at the 
same time, and for the same purposes, other duties which shall be equally 
productive with the duties so altered, reduced, or changed: And, Provi
ded furtlier, that nothing in this act contained shall be deemed or con
strued in any wise to rescind or impair any specific appropriation of the 
said duties, or any or either of them, heretofore made by law, but such 
appropriation shall remain and be carried into effect according to the 
true intent and meaning of the laws making the same, any thing in this 
act to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

SEc. 11, And be it furtlier enacted, That the " Act laying duties on 
carriages for the conveyance of persons," passed .July twenty-fourth, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall cease after the thirty-first day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, except so far as 
the same may apply to the collection of duties which may have previously 
accrued, and except so far as entries may have been made or duties paid 
under the same, as contemplated in the seventh section of this act: Pro
vided, That all fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which have been or may 
be incurred under the said act, shall be recovered and distributed, and 
may be mitigated or remitted, in like manner as if the said act had con
tinued in full force and virtue. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1814. 
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STATUTE III. 

CHAP. XIII.-.!ln .!let directing the staff rffeers of the army to comply with the Dec. 15, 1814. 
requisitions of naval and marine qfficers, in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United [Obsolete.] 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of 
the several officers of the staff of the army of the United States to pro-
vide the officers, seamen, and marines of the navy of the United States, 
when acting, or proceeding to act on shore, in co-operation wi~h the land 
troops upon the requisition of the commanding naval or marme officer 
of any such detachment of seamen or marines, under orders to act as 
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aforesaid, with rations, also the officer~ and seamen with camp_ equipage, 
according to the relative rank a~d stat10n of each, and the m_1htary regu
lations in like cases, together with the necessary transportat10n, as well 
for the men as for their baggage, provisions, and cannon : Provided 
nevertheless 'That the contract price of the rations which may be fur
nished, shail be reimbursed out of the appropriations for the support of 
the navy. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the respective quartermas
ters of the army shall, upon the requisition of the commanding naval 
officer of any such detachment of seamen or marines, furnish the said 
officer and his necessary aids with horses, accoutrements, and forage, 
during the time they may be employed in co-operating with the land 
troops as aforesaid. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1814. 

CHAP. XIV.-.dn ./1.ct making additional appropriations for the service of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Ccngress assembled, That for defraying the ex
penses of the military establishment during the year eighteen hundred 
and fourteen, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated by law to 
that object, the following sums be, and they are hereby appropriated, that 
is to say: 

For the pay of the army, five hundred thousand dollars. 
For the subsistence of the army, one million of dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, five hundred thousand dollars. 
For the ordnance department, five hundred thousand dollars. 
For clothing, five hundred thousand dollars. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following sums be 

appropriated for the purposes herein recited, that is to say: 
For defraying the compensation granted by law to the members of the 

Senate and House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, dur
ing the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, in addition to the 
sum heretofore appropriated for that purpose, the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For defraying the contingent expenses of the Senate of the United 
States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the sum 
of five thousand dollars, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated. 

For defraying the contingent expenses of the House of Representa
tives, during the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of any moneys in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1814. 

CHAP. XV.-An ./1.ct to pr(YVi,de additional revenues for defraying the e:rpemes of 
government and maintaining the public credit, by laying duties on spirits dis
tilled within the United States, and territories thererf, and by amending tl,e act 
laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors. (a) 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
day of February next, there shall be paid upon all spirits, unless herein
after specially excepted, which, after the said day, shall be distilled within 

(a) Repealed by act of Dec. 23, 1817, ch. I. 
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the United States or territories there_of, in any still or .stills, or in any 
other vessel, or by the aid of any b01ler, as defined in the act, entitled 
"A:°-. act laying d11:ties on licenses _to distillers of spirituous liquors," in 
add1t10n to the duties payable for licenses therefor, the duties following, 
that is to _say : for ~very gallon of such spirits distilled wholly or in part 
from foreign materials, twenty cents; and for every gallon of such spirits 
distilled from domestic materials, twenty cents; which said duties shall 
be paid by the owner, agent, or superintendent, of the still or other ves
sel in which the said spirits shall have been distilled: the amount thereof 
payable by any one person at any one time, if not exceeding ten dollars, 
shall, and if exceeding ten dollars, may, be paid in money, with a deduc
tion of two per eentum, at the time of rendering the accounts of spirits 
so chargeable with duty, required to be rendered by the second section 
of this act, or without deduction at the next subsequent time prescribed 
for rendering such accounts. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person who, on the first 
day of February next, shall be the owner, of any still or boiler, or other 
vessel, used or intended to be used for the purpose of distilling spirituous 
liquors, or who shall have such still or boiler, or other vessel, under his 
superintendence, either as agent for the owner, or on his own account, 
shall, before the said day, and every person who, after the said day, shall 
use, or intend to use, any still or boiler, or other vessel, as aforesaid, 
either as owner, agent, or otherwise, shall, before he shall begin so to use, 
or cause the same so to be used, give bond in such sum as shall be pre
scribed by the Treasury Department, with at least two sureties, to the 
satisfaction of the collector of internal duties for the district in which 
the same shall be situate, in a sum not less than the computed duties for 
one year, nor less than one thousand dollars, that he will, before using or 
causing the same to be used, make true and exact entry and report in 
writing, to the said collector, of every such still or boiler, or other vessel 
owned or superintended by him, with the capacity thereof, the names of 
the owner, agent, and superintendent, the place where situate, and wheth
er intended to be employed on foreign or domestic materials, with 
the quantity of domestic spirits in gallons, which he may have on 
hand: that he will thereafter, before using or causing the same to 
be used, make like entry and report, of any other still or boiler, or 
other vessel, used or intended to be used for distillation, that he may 
own, or have the agency or superintendence of, with the capacity 
thereof, the names of the owner, agent, and superintendent, the place 
where situate, and whether intended to be employed on foreign or 
domestic materials, with information, from time to time, of any change in 
the form, capacity, agency, ownership, or superintendence, which all or 
either of the said stills or boilers, or other vessels, may undergo: that he 
will, from day to day, enter or cause to be entered, in a book to be kept 
by him for that purpose, and which shall be open at all times, between 
the rising and setting of the sun, for the inspection of the said collector, 
who may take any minutes, memorandums, or transcripts, thereof, the 
number of gallons of spirits distilled, keeping separate accounts of the 
spirits distilled from foreign and domestic materials; and will render to 
the said collector, on the first days of January, April, July and October, 
in each year, or within ten days thereafter, a general accou'.1t in writ!~g, 
taken from his books, of the number of gallons of each kmd of spmts 
distilled for three months preceding said days, or for such portion thereof 
as may have elapsed from the date of said entry and report to the said 
day which shall next ensue: that he will at the said times deliver t~ the 
said collector the original book of entries, which book shall b~ reta1i:1ed 
by said officer: that he will verify, or cause to be verified, the said entries, 
reports, books, and general accounts, on oath or affirmation, to be taken 
before the collector, or some officer authorized by the laws of the state 
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to administer the same, according to the form required by this act, where 
the same is prescribed; and that he will pay to the said collector the 
duties which by this act ought to be paid on the spirits so distilled, and 
in the said account mentioned, if not exceeding ten dollars, at the time 
of rendering an account thereof, with a deduction of two per centum, 
and if exceeding ten dollars, either at said time with a like deduction, or 
at the next subsequent time prescribed for rendering such accounts with
out deduction; and the said bond may, from time to time, at the discretion 
of the collector, be renewed or changed in regard to the sureties and 
penalties thereof. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the entries made in the books 
of the distiller, required to be kept by the second section of this act, shall, 
on the said first days of January, April, July, and October, or within ten 
days thereafter, be verified by the oath or affirmation, to be taken as afore
said, of the person or persons by whom such entries shall have been 
made, which qualification shall be certified at the end of such entries, by 
the collector, or officer administering the same, and shall be in substance 
as follows : "I do swear ( or affirm) that the foregoing entries were made 
by me on the respective days specified, and that they state, according to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, the whole quantity of spirits dis-
tilled at the distillery, owned by in the county of 

, amounting to gallons distilled from domes-
tic materials, and gallons distilled from foreign materials." 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That the owner, agent, or super
intendent aforesaid, shall, in case the original entries required to be made 
in his books by the second section of this act shall not be made by him
self, subjoin to the oath or affirmation of the person by whom they were 
made, the following oath or affirmation to be taken as aforesaid: "I do 
swear ( or affirm) that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the forego
ing entries are just and true, and that I have taken all the means in my 
power to make them so." 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlzcr enacted, That in all cases in which the du
ties aforesaid, payable on spirits, shall not be duly paid, the person or 
persons chargeable therewith, shall pay, in addition, ten per centum on 
the amount thereof; and in case such duties, with said addition, shall not 
be paid within three months from the time the said duties ought to be 
paid, the collector for the district shall make a personal demand of the 
same from such person or persons, or by notice in writing, left at his or 
her dwelling, if within the collection district, and, if not, at the distillery 
owned or superintended by such person or persons ; and in case of refu
sal or neglect to pay the said duties, with the addition, within ten days 
after such demand or notice, the amount thereof shall be recovered by 
distress and sale of the goods, chattels, and effects of the delinquent; and 
in case of such distress, it shall be the duty of the officer charged with 
the collection, to make or cause to be made, an account of the goods or 
chattels which may be distrained, a copy of which, signed by the officer 
making such distress, shall be left with the owner er possessor of such 
goods, chattels, or effects, or at his or her dwelling, with a note of the 
sum demanded, and the time and place of sale; and the said officer 
shall forthwith cause a notification to be publicly posted up at two of the 
taverns nearest to the residence of the person whose property shall ·be 
di~trainPd, or at the courthouse of the same county, if not more than ten 
miles distant, which notice shall specify the articles distrained, and the 
time and place proposed for the sale thereof, which time shall not be less 
than ten days from the date of such notification, and the place proposed 
for sale not more than five miles distant from the place of making such 
~istress: P:ovided, That in any case of distress for the payment of the du
ties aforesaid, the goods, chattels, or effects, so distrained, shall and may be 
restored to the owner or possessor, if, prior to the sale thereof, payment 
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or ten~er thereof shall be made to the proper officer charged with the 
~ollectwn, of the foll amount demanded, together with such fee for levy
mg, and ~uch sum for the necessary and reasonable expenses of removing 
and kc~pm~ the goods, chattels, or effects, so distrained, as may be al
lowed_ m like_ cases by the laws or practice of the state or territory 
wherem the distress shall have been made; but in Cilse of non-payment 
or tender as aforesaid, the said officer shall proceed to sell the said goods, 
chattels or effects, at public auction, and shall and may retain from the 
proceeds of such sales, the amount demandable for the use of the United 
States, with the said necessary and reasonable expenses of distress and 
sale, as aforesaid, and a commission of five per centum thereon for his 
own use, rendering the overplus, if any there be, to the person whose 
goods, chattels, or effects shall have been distrained: Provided, That it 
shall not be lawful to make distress of the tools or implements of a trade 
or profession, beasts of the plough necessary for the cultivation of im
proved lands, arms, or necessary household furniture, and apparel for a 
family. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlicr enacted, That all spirits which shall be dis
tilled within the United States or territories thereof, the duties on which 
shall not have been duly paid or secured, according to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, shall be forfeited, and may be seized as forfeited by 
any collector of the internal duties; Provided always, That such spirits shall 
not be liable to seizure and forfeiture in the hands of a bona fide pur
chaser, without notice of the duties not being paid, or secured to be paid. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the owner, agent, or superin
tendent, of any still, boiler or other vessel, used in the distillation of spirits, 
who shall neglect or refuse to make true and exact entry and report of the 
same or to do or cause to be done any of the things by this act required 
to be done as aforesaid, excepting to pay the duties hereby laid in cases 
where the bond required by the second section of this act has been given, 
shall forfeit, for every such neglect or n'fusal, all the spirits distilled by 
or for him, and the stills, boilers, and other vessels, used in distillation, 
together with the sum of one thousand dollars, to be recovered with 
costs of suit, which said spirits, with the vessels containing the same, 
and stills, boilers,and other vessels used in distillation, may be seized by 
any collector of the internal duties, and held by him until a decision 
shall be had thereon, according to law: Provided, Such seizure be 
made within three months after the cause for the same may have occurred, 
and that a prosecution or action thereupon shall have been commenced 
by such collector, within twenty days after the seizure thereof. . 

SEc. 8. And be it fw·tlicr enacted, That in case the duties aforesaid 
shall not be paid or recovered agreeably to the provisions of this act, or 
in case any acts shall be done contrary to, or any acts omitted, that are 
required to be done by the bond to be given as aforesaid, or the penalties 
incurred thereby shall not be recovered, the said bond shall be deemed 
forfeited, and shall be put in suit by the collector, for the recovery of the 
amount of the said duties, with the addition thereon, penalties, and costs, or 
either, as the case may be; and judgment thereon shall and may be taken 
at the return term on motion to be made in open court, unless sufficient 
cause to the contr~ry be shown to, and allowed by the court: Provided, 
That the writ or process in such case shall have been executed at least 
fourteen days before the return day thereof. . 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any person shall forcibly 
obstruct or hinder a collector in the execution of this act, or of any of 
the powers or authorities hereby vested in him, or shall forcibly rescue, 
or cause to be rescued, any spirits, still, boiler, or other vessel, after the 
same shall have been seized by him, or shall attempt or endc~vour so to 
do, the person so offending shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay 
the sum of five hundred dollars. 
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SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That a collector shall be authorized 
to enter, at any time between the rising and sPtting of the sun, any dis
tillery or place where any stills, boilers, or other vessels used in distilla
tion, are kept within his collection d1stnct, for the pu:pose of ~xamining 
and measuring the same, and the other vessels therem, or of mspecting 
the accounts of spi.rits from time to time distilled. And every owner of 
such distillery, or stills, or boilers, or other vessels, or persons having the 
agency or superintendence of the same, who shall refuse to admit such 
officer, or to suffer him to examine and measure the same, or to inspect 
said accounts, shall for every such refusal forfeit and pay the sum of five 
hundred dollars. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall be 
convicted of wilfully taking a false oath or affirmation, in any of the cases 
in which an oath or affirmation is required to be taken in virtue of this 
act, shall be liable to the pains and penalties to which persons are liable 
for wilful and corrupt perjury; and shall, moreover, forfeit the sum of 
five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no person who shall have 
refused or neglected to comply with the provisions of this act, shall be 
entitled, while such refusal or neglect continues, to receive a license for 
employing, in distillation, any still, or boiler, or other vessel, or sha.ll be 
entitled to credit for any duties on spirits that may have accrued. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That every collector shall give 
receipts for all sums by him collected under this act. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if it shall appear to the 
satisfaction of the collector for the district, that any owner, agent, or su
perintendent, of a still, boiler, or other vessel, used in distillation, who 
shall have given bond agreeably to the second section of this act, and 
shall have ceased to use the same for one year, and made oath or affirma
tion thereof, to be lodged with said collector, hath acted agreeably to the 
condition of such bond, the collector shall cause such bond to be deliv
ered to said owner, agent, or superintendent. 

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That all the provisions of this 
act, as well as of the "Act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirit
uous liquors," passed the 24th day of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, shall be deemed to apply to any still, or boiler, or other 
vessel used in distillation, which shall be employed in the rectifica
tion of spirituous liquors, and to spirits rectified therein, or with the aid 
thereof. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That any license heretofore or 
hereafter granted for employing a still, boiler, or other vessel, in distilling 
spirits from foreign materials, shall authorize the distilling spirits from 
domestic materials also. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the "Act laying duties on 
licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors," passed the twenty-fourth of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be deemed to re
main in full force, except as to the alterations thereof contained in this 
act, and that the several provisions of "An act making further provision 
for the collection of internal duties, and for the appointment and compen
sation of assessors," passed the second day of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, shall, and are hereby declared to apply in full 
force to the duties laid by, and to be collected under this act, the same 
as if such duties and this act were recognised therein, which said duties 
shall be collected by the same collectors, in the same manner, for the 
same commissions, and under the same directions, as are thereby estab
lished in relation to the other internal duties; and all the obligations, 
duties, and penalties, thereby imposed upon the collectors, are hereby 
imposed upon the collectors of the duties laid by this act: Provided 
That if any person to whom a license shall have been granted according 
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to the provisions of the act, entitled" An act layincr duties on licenses to 
distillers of spirituous liquors," and who shall havt given bonds for the 
payment of the duties therein mentioued, shall, on or before the first day 
of February next, discontinue the use of any still or stills, for the use of 
which the said license shall_ have been granted, and shall give notice 
thereof to the collector of mternal duties for the district in which the 
same shall be situate, such license shall thereupon cease to be in force, 
and such person shall be holden to pay the same duties, and the same pro
ceedings shall be had upon the bonds aforesaid, as in case the said license 
had been originally granted for the term during which it shall have been 
in force as aforesaid. 

SEc. 18. Ancl be it further enacted, That in addition to the licenses 
authorized and directed to be granted by the" Act laying duties on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors," passed on the twenty-fourth day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, there may and shall_ be 
granted like licenses for a still or stills and for a boiler or boilers, for 
the term or period of one week, on payment, or securing of payment 
of the following duties, for each gallon of the capacity thereof. 

For a still, or stills, employed in distilling spirits from domestic mate
rials, five cents; 

For a b.'.)iler, or b;:,ilers, as defined in the said act, employed in distil
ling spirits from domestic materials, ten cents. 

One half only. of which rates of duty shall be paid for a still or 
stills, an<l boiler or boilers, employed wholly in the distillation of roots. 

Which said duties shall be collected in the same manner, and subject 
to the same provisions, as the duties imposed by the said act. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enar:tecl, That a deduction, at the rate of 
eight per centum per annum, shall be made from the duty payable for a 
license to distil spirituous liquors, on the payment thereof at the time of 
obtaining the same. 

SEc. 2(). And be it furtlter enacted, That every person who may be the 
owner, agent, or superintendent of one still only, whose capacity shall 
not exceed one hundred gallons, or of one boiler only, whose capacity 
shall not exceed fifty gallons, and each of which shall be wholly employ
ed in distilling spirits from domestic materials, shall have the option of 
complying with the foregoing provisions of this act, and of the "Act 
laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors," passed the 
twenty-fourth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, or 
of paying, agreeably to the provisions of this act, twenty-five cents for 
every gallon of spirits distilled in such still or boiler; P1·ovided, That to 
entitle such person to the benefits of the latter alternative, he shall de
liver a written statement of his desire to the collector of the district in 
which such still or boiler may be situate, specifying the contents of the 
same, previously to the times of using such still or boiler, in every year. 
And any person so accepting the latter alternative, who shall fail to com
ply with the conditions on which the same is hereby allowed, shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of five hundred dollars, which said forfeiture shall 
in no wise affect or impair any other penalty which would otherwise at
tach to such failure. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors aforesaid, in their respective districts, and they arc hereby au
thorized to collect the duties imposed by this act, and to prosecute for 
the recovery of the same, and for the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act; and all fines, penalties and for
feitures, which shall be incurred by force of this act, shall and may be 
sued for, and recovered in the name of the United States, or of the col
lector within whose district any such fine,penalty, or forfeiture shall have 
been incurred, by bill, plaint or information, one moiety there ,f L the 
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use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the use of the 
person, who, if a collector, shall first discov~r, if other than a collector, 
shall first inform of the cause, matter, or thmg, whereby any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been incurred; and where the cause of 
action or complaint shall arise or accrue more than fifty miles distant 
from the nearest place by law established for the holding of a district 
court, within the district in which the same shall arise or accrue, such 
suit and recovery may be had before any court of the state, holden with
in the said district, having jurisdiction in like cases. 

SEC. 22. And be it further enacted, That the cGllector shall fur
nish to each distiller within the collection district an abstract of this act, 
and of the "Act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous 
liquors;" and of such provisions of the "Act to amend the act, laying 
duties on licenses to retailers of wine, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, and for other purposes," as regards distillers, which abstract 
shall be prepared and furnished to the collectors under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEc. 23. And be it fw·thcr enacted, That towards establishing an 
adequate revenue, to provide for the payment of the expenses of govern
ment; for the punctual payment of the public debt, principal and interest, 
contracted and to be contracted according to terms of the contracts re
spectively; and for creating an adequate sinking fund, gradually to re
duce and eventually to extinguish, the public debt, contracted and to be 
contracted; the rates and duties laid and imposed by this act, and the 
duties laid and imposed upon licenses to distillers, in and by the said act, 
entitled "An act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous 
liquors," shall continue to be laid, levied and collected,during the present 
war between the United States and Great Britain, and until the purposes 
a'.'oresaid shall be completely accomplished, any thing in the said act of 
Congress to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. And for 
the effoctual application of the revenue, to be raised by and from the 
said duties, to the purposes aforesaid, in due form of law, the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged: Provided always, That whenever Con
gress shall deem it ~xpedient to alter, reduce, or change the said duties, 
or either of them, it shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and substi
tuting by law, at the same time, and for the same purposes, other duties, 
which shall be equally productive with the duties so altered, reduced, or 
changed : And provided further, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be deemed or construed in any wise to rescind or impair any specific 
appropriation of the said duties, or either of them; but such appropria
tion shall remain and be carried into effect, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the law and laws making the same, any thing in this act 
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That in future it shall be lawful 
for the distiller or distillers of domestic spirits, and all persons from whose 
materials such spirits shall be distilled, to sell, without license, any quan
tity thereof not less than one gallon. 

SEc. 25. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to authorize the Secretary of the Trea
sury to anticipate the collection and receipt of the duties laid and im
posed by this act, and by the said act, entitled "An act laying duties on 
licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors," by obtainino- a loan upon the 
pledge of the said duties for the reimbursement thereof, to an amount not 
exceeding six millions of dollars, and at a rate of interest not exceeding 
six per centum per annum. And any bank or banks now incorporated, 
or which may hereafter be incorporated, under the authority of the 
United States, is and are hereby authorized to make such loan: Provided 
always, and it is expressly declared, That the money so obtained upor 
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loan, shall be applied to the purposes aforesaid, to which the said duties, 
so to be pledged, are by this act applied and appropriated, and to no other 
purposes whatsoever. 

APPROVED, December 21, 1814. 

CHAP. XVI.-.Rn .Bet to pr(Yl)ide additional revenues for defraying the expenses 
if government, and maintaining the public credit, by duties on sales at auction, 
and on licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise, 
and fr,r increasing the rates if postage. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
first day of February next, there shall be laid, levied, and collected, for the 
use of the United States, a sum of one hundred per centum upon, and 
in addition to the amount of the rates and duties respectively laid upon 
sales by way of auction, in and by the act of Congress, entitled" An act 
laying duties on sales at auction of merchandise, and ships and vessels," 
passed on the twenty-fourth day of July, in the year eighteen hundred 
and thirteen. And the said additional duty of one hundred per centum 
shall be levied, collected, paid, and accounted for, in like manner, 
by the same officers, subject in all respects to the same regulations and 
provisions, and with the like fines, penalties, forfeitures, and remediJs 
from breaches of the law, as the said act of Congress, and the act to 
amend the said act, passed on the twenty-fourth day of March, in the 
year eighteen hundred and fourteen, declare and establish for levying, 
collecting, and paying the original duties to which the said duty of one 
hundred per centum is hereby added and attached. And it shall be the 
duty of every auctioneer, who shall have given bond under the said acts, 
to give like bond under this act, subject to the same penalties prescribed 
in the said act, passed on the twenty-fourth day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. And all sales at auction of any part, or 
parcel, of any merchandise, with the design and effect to ascertain and 
fix a price for the whole, or for any other part, of such merchandise, 
without exposing the whole, or such other part, to public sale, shall be 
deemed and taken to be sales at auction within the meaning of this act, 
and of the said act of Congress, to the whole amount of the merchandise 
whereof the sale is so effected, whether the same is afterwards conduct
ed and effected by the auctioneer, or by any person, or persons, acting 
as a cammission merchant, factor, or agent, or by the owner and owners 
of the merchandise. And it shall be the duty of the auctioneers re
spectively to specify in their quarterly accounts, upon oath or affirmation, 
all sales by them respectively made of a part or parcel of any merchan
dise as aforesaid, with the design and effect aforesaid, for whom and to 
whom such sales respectively were made, and the amount of the commis
sions or other compensation to them respectively paid, or payable by rea
son of such sales, as well with respect to the part or parcel of the mer
chandise actually exposed to sale, as with respect to the whole or any 
other part of such merchandise, the sale whereof is designed and effected as 
aforesaid. And the neglect or refusal so to do, shall be deemed to be a 
breach of the bond of the auctioneer, so neglecting or refusing, who 
shall also in that behalf forfeit and pay such other penalties as the said 
act of Congress prescribes in case of the non-performance of any other 
duty required from auctioneers, to be performed in taken [taking] out 
licenses, giving bonds, and keeping and rendering accounts. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of February next, there shall be added to the rates of postage, as at 
prnsent established by law; a sum equal to fifty per centum upon the 

(a) Repealed by act of Dec. 23, 1817, ch. t. 
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amount of such rates respectively, for the use of the United States. 
And the said additional sum of fifty per centum shall be charged, col
lected, paid, and accounted for, in like ~anner, by th~ _same office_rs, 
subject in all respects to the ~ame regulat10ns ~nd prov1s10ns, and with 
the like fines, penalties, forfeitures, and remedies, _for breac~~s of the 
law, as are provided for charging, collecting, and paymg the ongmal rates 
of postage to which the said sum of fifty per centum is hereby added 
and attached. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the first day 
of February next, there shall be laid, levied, collected, and paid for the 
use of the United States, a sum of fifty per centum upon, and in addi
tion to, the duties laid on licenses, granted in pursuance of the act of 
Congress, entitled "An act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors and foreign merchandise," passed the second day of 
August, in the year eighteen hundred and thirteen. And the said addi
tional sum of fifty per centnm shall be charged, paid, collected, and 
accounted for, in like manner, by the same officers, subject, in all respects, 
to the same regulations and pwvisions, and with the same fines, penalties, 
forfeitures, and remedies, for breaches of the law, as in and by the said 
last mentioned act of Congress, and the act, entitled "An act to amend 
the act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, 
and foreign merchandise, and for other purposes," passed on the eighteenth 
day of April, in the year eighteen hundred and fourteen, are provided 
for charging, paying, and collecting the original duties on the said licenses 
respectively, to which the said sum of fifty per centum is hereby added 
and attached. And in case any license for carrying on the business of 
selling by retail, shall have been granted under the said act," laying duties 
on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan
dise," for a period extending beyond the first day of February next, the 
person to whom the same may have been granted, or transfrrred, shall 
previous to the first day of ]\fay thereafter, make the like application re
quired therein, which shall further specify such period, and shall pay to 
the proper collector a sum equal to such proportion of fifty per centum 
on the original duty imposed on such license, as said pericd bears to a 
year, the payment of which sum shall be endorsed on the license pre
viously granted. And if any person shall, after the last mentioned day, 
deal in the selling of wines, distilled spirituous liquors, or merchandise 
by retail, as defined in the said act, without having made such payment, 
such person shall, in addition to the payment of the additional duty 
hereby imposed, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, 
to be recovered with cost of suit: Provided, That if any person to whom 
a license shall have been grdnted, according to the provisions of the act, 
entitled" An act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spiritu
ous liquors, and foreign merchandise," and who shall have paid for the 
same, or shall have given bond for the payment of the same, shall, on 01 

before the commencement of the operation of this act, discontinue the 
use of the privileges by said license granted, and shall give due notice 
thereof, to the collector of the internal revenues of the district in which 
such license shall have been granted, such license shall cease to be of 
f?rce, a~d such person shall be holden to pay a sum proportionate to the 
time which shrrll have run from the time of grantinO' said license, to the 
first day of February next. And in case of actual° payment for a term 
subseqnent to the last-mentioned day, shall be entitled to receive back 
from the treasury of the United States, such sum so paid for such sub
sequent time, from the dny last-mentioned. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the act of Congress entitled 
"An act making further provision for the collection of internal duties, 
and for the appointment and compensation of assessors," passed on the 
second day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
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thirt:en, shall be and remain i? force, an~ shall, in all its provisions, be 
applied for the purpose of laymg, collectmg, and securing the duties by 
this act added or imposed, except as regards the rates of postage, as well 
w~th respect to the persons respectively liable to the payment thereof, as 
with respect to the officers employed in collecting and accounting for 
the same. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That towards establishing an ade
quate revenue to provide for the payment ·of the expenses of government, 
for the punctual payment of the public debt, principal and interest, con
tracted and to be contracted, according to the terms of the contracts 
respectively, and for creating an adequate sinking fund, gradually to 
reduce and eventually to extinguish the public debt, contracted and to be 
contracted; the internal rates and duties added, laid and imposed by this 
act, and the internal rates and duties laid and imposed by the said several 
acts of Congress, entitled, respectively, "An act laying duties on sales at 
auction of merchandise, and ships and vessels;" "An act regulating the 
postoffice establishment;" and "An act laying duties on licenses to re
tailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise;" shall con
tinue to be laid, levied, and collected, during the present war between 
the United States and Great Britain, and until the purposes aforesaid shall 
be completely accomplished, any thing in the said acts of Congress to 
the contrary thereof, in any wise, notwithstanding. And for the effectual 
application of the revenue, to be raised by and from the said internal 
duties, to the purposes aforesaid, in due form of law, the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged: Provided always, That whenever Con
gress shall deem it expedient to alter, reduce or change, the said internal 
duties, or any or either of them, it shall lawful so to do, upon providing 
and substituting, by law, at the same time, and for the same purposes, 
other duties which shall be equally productive with the duties so altered, 
reduced, or changed: And provided further, That nothing in this act 
contained, shall be deemed or construed in any wise to rescind or impair 
any specific appropriation of the said duties, or any or either of them, 
heretofore made by law; but such appropriation shall remain and be 
carried into effect according to the true intent and meaning of the law 
and laws making the same, any thing in this act to the contrary thereof 
in anywise notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, December 23, 1814. 

CHAP. XVII.-An Act supplementary to the acts authorizing a loan for the several 
sums ef twenty-five millions ef d,allars and three millions ef dollars. 

Be it enacted b,y tlie Senate and I-louse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the 
President of the United States, to cause treasury notes to be prepared, 
signed and issued, for and in lieu of so much of the sum authorized to 
be borrowed on the credit of the United States, by the act of Congress, 
entitled " An act to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding twenty-five 
millions of dollars," passed on the twenty-fourth day of March, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and also for, an~ in lieu 
of so much of the sum authorized to be borrowed on the credit of the 
United States by the act of Congress, entitled "An act authorizing a 
loan for [a] sum of three millions of dollars," passed on the fifteenth 
day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
as has not been borrowed or otherwise employed in the issue of treasury 
notes according to law: ~rovided c:Zways, That t~e _whole amoun~ of 
treasury notes issued by virtue of this act, for and m lieu of the residue 
of the said two sums as aforesaid, shall not exceed the sum of seven 
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millions five hundred thousand dollars: and further, that the treasury 
notes so issued shall be applied to the same uses to which the said two 
loans authorized as aforesaid were respectively by law made applicable. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Presi
dent of the United States to cause treasury notes to be prepared, signed, 
and issued, for a further sum of three millions of dollars, to defray the 
expenses of the "\,Var Department, for the year one thousand eight hun
dred and fourteen, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated by 
law for those purposes respectively. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the treasury notes to be issued 
by virtue of this act, shall be prepared, signed, and issued, in the like 
form and manner; shall be reimbursable at the same places, and in the like 
periods; shall bear the same rate of interest; shall in the like manner be 
transferable; and shall be equally receivable in payments to the United 
States for duties, taxes, and sales of public lands, as the treasury notes 
issued by virtue of the act of Congress, entitled " An act to authorize 
the issuing of treasury notes for the service of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen," passed on the fourth day of March, in the 
year aforesaid. And the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, shall have the like powers, in all 
respects, to prepare, issue, sell, pay, and distribute the treasury notes 
authorized to be issued by this act, or to borrow money on the pledge 
thereof, and to employ and pay an agent or agents for the purpose of 
making sale thereof, as were vested in him by the said last-mentioned act 
of Congress, in relation to the treasury notes therein and thereby author
ized to be issued; and the forms and course of proceeding in all respects, 
for paying, receiving, and accounting for the treasury notes issued by 
virtue of this act, shall be similar to those prescribed in and by the said 
last-mentioned act of Congress, in relation to the treasury notes therein 
and thereby authorized to be issued. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That a sum equal to the whole 
amount of the treasury notes issued by virtue of this act, to be paid out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, shall be and 
the same is hereby appropriated for the payment and reimbursement of 
the principal and interest of such treasury notes, according to contract, 
and the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to provide adequate 
funds for any deficiency in the appropriation hereby made. 

SEc. 5. And be it further ntacted, That a sum of forty thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro
priated, be and the same is hereby appropriated for defraying the expense 
of preparing, printing, engraving and signing the said treasury notes; 
the expense of employing agents to make sale thereof, and all other 
expenses incident to issuing the treasury notes as authorized by this act. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall with intent 
to injure or defraud the United States, or any person or corporation, 
falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 
forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely making, forg
ing, or counterfeiting any note, in imitation of, or purporting to be, 
a treasury note, or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to be falsely 
altered, or wilfully aid or assist in falsely altering any treasury note 
issued by virtue of this act, or shall pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to 
pass, utter, or publish, as true, any false, forged, or counterfeited note, 
purporting to be a treasury note as aforesaid, knowing the same to be 
falsely made, forged, or counterfeited; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or 
attempt to pass, utter, or publish, as true, any falsely altered treasury note, 
issued as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely altered, every such 
person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and being thereof 
convicted by due course of law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned for 



THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. S&ss. III. Cu. 18, 20. 1814. 

a period not less than three years, nor more than ten years, or impri
soned and kept to hard lab_or f?r a period not less than three years, nor 
more than ten years; and m either case be fined in a sum not exceed
ing five thousand dollars. 

APPROVED, December 26, 1814. 

CHAP, XVIII.-Jln .!let giving further time to locate certain claims to lands, con
.firmed b_y an act qf Congress, entitled ".8.n act conjirmin" certain claims to lands 
in the District qf Vincennes." 

0 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the several persons, 
whose claims were confirmed by the act of Congress, entitled "An act 
confirming certain claims to lands in the District of Vincennes," approv
ed the t\1irteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
and which have not been located, are hereby authorized to enter their 
locations with the register of the land office at Vincennes, on any part of. 
the tract set apart for that purpose in said district, by virtue of an act, 
entitled "An act respecting claims to lands in the Indiana Territory and 
state of Ohio," and in conformity to the provisions of that act; and shall 
be entitled to receive their certificates and patents in the manner provi
ded by the first-mentioned act; Provided, that such locations shall be 
made prior to the first day of July next. 

APPROVED, December 26, 1814. 

CHAP, XX.-An Act to provide for leasing certain lands reserved for the sup
port qf schools in the Mississippi territory. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the county court in 
each county in the Mississippi territory shall be, and is hereby author
ized to appoint a number of agents, not exceeding five, who shall have 
power to let out on lease for the purpose of improving the same, the sec
tions of land reserved by Congress for the support of schools, lying 
within the county for which the agents respectively are appointed, or to 
let them out at an annual rent, as they shall judge proper; and it shall be 
the duty of the said agents, under the direction of the county courts re
spectively, to apply with impartiality the proceeds arising from the rents 
of each section as aforesaid, to the purpose of education,and to no other 
use whatsoever, within the particular township of six miles square, or 
fractional township wherein such section is situated, in such manner, 
that all the citizens residing therein may partake of the benefit thereof, 
according to the true intent of the reservation made by Congress. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of forming 
the aforesaid sections into convenient farms, the said agents shall have 
power to lay off the same into lots of not less than one hundred and six 
acres, nor more than three hundred and twenty acres, except in case of 
fractional sections; and.in every case, whether of leases for the improve
ment of the lots, or for an annual rent, the lessee shall be bound in a 
suitable penalty not to commit waste on the premises by destroying of 
timber or removing of stone, or any other injury to the lands whatever. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said agents shall have full 
power within their respective counties, when and so often as they 
think proper, by legal process, to remove any person or persons from 
the possession of any of the aforesaid reserved sections, when such per
son or persons have not taken a lease, and refuse or_ neglect to t~ke the 
same; and it shall, moreover, be the duty of the im1d agents to mspect 
and inquire into any waste or trespass committed _on any of the reserved 
sections aforesaid, by cutting and carrying off timber or stone, or any 
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other damage that may be done to the same, whether by persons resid
ing thereon or others; and the said agents are hereby authorized, when 
waste or trespass shall be committed, to proceed against thP person or 
persons committing the same, according to the laws in such case made 
and provided; and actions in the cases aforesaid shall be sustained by 
the agents, and the damages recovered shall be one half to the use of 
such agents, and the other half to be applied to the same purpose as the 
proceeds of rents from the land on which the damage was sustained. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for each lease executed by 
the agents, they shall be entitled to receive the sum of two dollars, to be 
paid by the lessees respectively. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every lease which may be 
granted in virtue of this act, shall be limited to the period of the termi
nation of the territorial form of government, in the said territory; and 
shpll cease to have any force or effect after the first day of January next 
succeeding the establishment of a state government therein : Provided, 
That outstanding rents may be collected, and damages for waste or tres
pass may be recovered in the same manner as if the leases had continued 
in full force. 

ArrnovED, January 9, 1815. 

CHAP. XXI.~.!ln .!let to prwide additirmal revenues for defraying the expenses 
if government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon 
the United States, and to prwide for assessing and collecting the same. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the Unitld 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That a direct tax of six 
millions of dollars be and is hereby annually laid upon the United States, 
and the same shall be and is hereby apportioned to the states respectively 
in manner following : 

To the state of New Hampshire, one hundred and ninety-three thou
sand five hundred and eighty-six dollars and seventy-four cents. 

To the state of Massachusetts, six hundred and thirty-two thousand 
five hundred and forty-one dollars and ninety-six cents. 

To the state of Rhode Island, sixty-nine thousand four hundred and 
four dollars and thirty-six cents. 

To the state of Connecticut, two hundred and thirty-six thousand 
three hundred and thirty-five dollars and forty-two cents. 

To the state of Vermont, one hundred and ninety-six thousand six 
hundred and eighty-seven dollars and forty-two cents. 

To the state of New York, eight hundred and sixty thousand two 
hundred and eighty-three dollars and twenty-four cents. 

To the state of New Jersey, two hundred and seventeen thousand 
seven hundred and forty-three dollars and sixty-six cents. 

(a) Notes of the acts which have heen passed relating to the assessment of lands for direct taxes. 
Vol. i. page 580. 

Decisions of the courts of the United States, on the acts of Congress laying direct taxes on lands, &c. 
A collector selling land for taxes, must act in conformity with the law from which his power is de

rived, and the purchaser is bound to inquire whether he has so acted. It is incumbent on the vendor 
to prove his power to sell. Stead's Executors v. Course, 4 Cranch, 403; 2 Cond. Rep. 151. 

Under the act of Congress to lay and collect a direct tax, (July 14, 1798,) before the collector could 
sell the land of an unknown proprietor for non-payment of this tax, it was necessary that he should ad
vertise the copy of the list of lands, &c. and the statement of the amount due for the tax and the noti
fication to pay in sixty days, in four gazettes of the state, if there were so many. Parker v. Rule's lessee, 
9 Cranch, 64 ; 3 Cond. Rep. 271. 

In the case of a naked power not coupled with an interest, every pre-requisite to the exercise of 
that power, should precede it. In the case of lands sold for the non-payment of taxes, the marshal's 
deed is not prima facie evidence that the pre-requisites of the law have been complied with; but the 
party claiming under it must show positively that the law has been complied with. Williams et al. v. 
Peyton's lessor, 4 Wheat. 77; 4 Cond. Rep. 395. Thatcher t'. Powell, 6 Wheat. 119; 5 Cond. Rep. 28. 
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To the state of Pennsylvania, seven hundred and thirty thousand nine Pennsylvania. 
hundred and fifty-eight dollars and thirty-two cents. 

To the state of Delaware, sixty-four thousand ninety-two dollars and Delaware. 
fifty cents. 

To the state of Maryland, three hundred and three thousand two hun- Maryland. 
dred and forty-seven dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

To the state of Virginia, seven hundred and thirty-eight thousand Virginia. 
thirty-six dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

To the state of Kentucky, three hundred and thirty-seven thousand Kentucky. 
eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars and fifty two.cents. 

To the state of Ohio, two hundred and eight thousand three hundred Ohio. 
dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

To the state of North Carolina, four hundred and forty thousand four North Carolina. 
hundred and seventy-six dollars and fifty-six cents. 

To the state of Tennessee, two hundred and twenty thousand oue Tennessee. 
hundred and seventy-three dollars and ten cents. 

To the state of South Carolina, three hundred and three thousand South Carolina, 
eight hundred and ten dollars and ninety-six cents. 

•ro the state of Georgia, one hundred and eighty-nine thousand eight Georgia. 
hundred and seventy-two dollars and ninety-eight cents; and 

To the state of Louisiana, fifty-six thousand five hundred and ninety Louisiana. 
dollars and twenty-two cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this act, the act of Congress, entitled " An act for the assessment and 
collection of direct taxes and internal duties," passed on the twenty
second day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be and 
the same is hereby repealed, except so far as the same respects the col
lection districts therein and thereby established and defined, so far as the 
same respects internal duties, and so far as the same respects the appoint-
ment and qualifications of the collectors and principal assessors therein 
and thereby authorized and required; in all which respects, so excepted, 

Repeal of 
part of the for
mer act. 

Act of July 
22, 1813, ch. 16, 
with exceptions. 

Proviso. 
as aforesaid, the said act shall be and continue in force for the purposes 
of this act: Provided alwa.1/s, That for making and completing the as
sessment and collection of the direct tax laid by virtue of the act of 
Congress entitled" An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the 18A3ctohfAug.2, 

~ 1 , C • 37. 
United States," passed on the second day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, the said first mentioned act of Congress shall be 
and continue in full force, any thing in this act to the contrary thereof in 
any wise notwithstanding. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That each of the principal as
sessors heretofore appointed, or hereafter appointed, shall divide his dis
trict into a convenient number of assessment districts, within each of 
which he shall appoint one respectable freeholder, to be assistant assessor: 
Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and is hereby 
authorized to reduce the number of assessment districts, in any collec
tion district in any state, if the number shall appear to him to be toa 
great; and the principal assessors respectively, and each assistant assessor 
so appointed, and accepting the appointment, shall, before he enters on 
the duty of his appointment under this act, take and subscribe, before 
some competent magistrate, or some collector of the direct tax and in-

Principal as
sessors to divide 
their districts, 
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Number of 
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tricts to be re
duced. 

ternal duties, (who is hereby empowered to administer the same) the fol-
lowing oath or affirmation, to wit: "I , do swear or affirm, Oaths of office. 
(as the case may be,) that I will, to the best of my knowledge, skill, and 
judgment, diligently and faithfully execute the office and duties of prin-
cipal assessor (or assistant assessor, as the case may be,) for (naming the 
district,) without favour or partiality, and that I will do equal right and 
justice in every case in which I shall act as principal assessor (or assist-
ant assessor, as the case may he.") And a certificate of such oath, or 
affirmation, shall be delivered to the collector of the district for which 
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such assessor shall be appointed, and every principal or assistant assessor 
actino-in the said office, without having taken the said oath or affirma
tion, ~hall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, one moiety to the use of 
the United States, and the other to him who shall first sue for the same; 
to be recovered, with costs of suit, in any court having competent juris
diction. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasu
ry shall establish regulations suitable and necessary for carrying this 
act into effect; which regulations shall be binding on each princi
pal assessor and his assistants in the performance of the duties en
joined by or under this act, and shall also frame instructions for the 
said principal assessors and their assistants, pursuant to which instruc
tions the said principal assessors shall, on the first day of February next, 
direct and cause the several assistant assessors in the district, to inquire 
a.fter and concerning all lands, lots of ground, with their improvements, 
dwelling houses, and slaves, made liable to taxation under this act, by 
reference as well to any lists of assessment or collection taken under the 
laws of the respective states, as to any other records or documents, and 
by all other lawfol ways and means, and to value and enumerate the said 
objects of taxation in the manner prescribed by this act, and in confor
mity with the regulations and instructions above mentioned. And it 
shall be further lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to direct all 
errors committed in the assessment, valuation, and tax lists, or in collec
tion thereof, heretofore or hereafter made in the valuation, assessment, 
and tax lists of the direct tax, laid by virtue of the said act of Congress 
entitled "An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the United States," 
and also, all such errors as may from time to time be committed in the 
assessment, valuation, and tax lists, or in the collection thereof, as may 
hereafter be made in the assessment of the direct tax by this act laid, to 
be corrected in such form, and upon such evidence, as the said secre
tary shall prescribe and approve. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said direct tax laid by this 
act shall be assessed and laid on the value of all lands and lots of ground 
with their improvements, dwelling houses, and slaves, which several arti
cles subject to taxation, shall be enumerated and valued by the respective 
assessors at the rate each of them is worth in money: Provided however, 
That all property, of whatever kind, coming within any of the foregoing 
descriptions, and belongi1Jg to the United States, or any state, or perma
nently or specially exempted from taxation by the laws of the state 
wherein the same may be situated, existing at the time of the passage of 
this act, shall be exempted from the aforesaid enumeration and valuation, 
and from the direct tax aforesaid; And provided also, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to exempt from enumeration and valuation 
and the payment of the direct tax, any public lands which heretofore 
have been, or hereafter may be sold in the States of Ohio and Louisiana, 
under any law of the United States, the compact between the United 
States and the said states to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 6. And be it fu'l'ther enacted, That the respective assistant asses
sors shall, immediately after being required as aforesaid by the principal 
assessors, proceed through every part of their respective districts, and shall 
require all persons owning, possessing, or having the care or manage
ment of any lands, lots of ground, dwelling houses, or slaves, lying and 
being within the collection district where they reside, and liable to a 
direct tax as aforesaid, to deliver written lists of the same, which lists 
shall be made in such manner as may be directed by the principal asses
sor, and, as far as practicable, conformably to those which may be required 
for the same purpose under the authority of the respective states; Provi
ded always, nevertheless, and it is licreby .further enacted and declared, 
That the valuations, and assessments heretofore made and completed, or 
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to be made and completed, by virtue of the said act of Congress, entitled 
"An act for the assessment and collection of direct taxes and internal 
duties," and the said act of Congress, entitled "An act to lay and collect 
a direct tax within the United States," in relation to the several states 
wherein the same has been assessed or is assessing, shall be and remain 
the valuations and assessments for the said states respectively, subject 
only to the revision, equalization, and apportionment, among the several 
counties and state districts, by the board of principal assessors herein
after constituted, to be made as is hereinafter directed, for the purpose 
of levying and collecting annually the direct tax by this act laid, in the 
manner hereinafter provided, until provision shall be made by law for 
altering, modifying, or abolishing the same. And the principal assessors 
in the said several states wherein a direct tax has heretofore been assessed 
as aforesaid, shall, at the time and times herein and hereby prescribed for 
making the valuation and assessment in the states wherein a direct tax has nat 
heretofore been assessed (in consequence of the legislative assumption of 
the quotas of the direct tax by such states respectively,) proceed to revise 
and shall revise, their several and respective valuations, assessments, and 
tax lists, correcting therein all errors, and supplying all omissions, which 
have been or shall be therein discovered and ascertained. And in making 
the said revisal as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the said principal 
assessors, to inquire and ascertain what transfers and changes of property 
in lands, lots of ground, dwelling houses and slaves, have been made and 
effected since the time of the original valuation and assessment aforesaid; 
and also what changes of residents and non-residents have occurred; 
and also what Rlaves have been born, or have died, or have rnn away, or 
become otherwise useless; and also what houses or other improvements 
of real estate have been burned or otherwise destroyed ; and thereupon 
to make such changes, additions, or reductions, in the said valuations and 
assessments respectively, as truth and justice shall require. And for the 
purpose of making the said revisal as aforesaid, of the said valuations, 
assessments, and tax lists, the principal assessors shall take and pursue all 
lawful measures, by the examination of records, by the information of the 
parties in writing, or by any other satisfactory evidence or proof. And 
in case of any alteration made upon such revisal affecting the property ot 
interests of any person, so as to charge such person with any greater 
amount of tax, or to • transfer the charge of the tax from one person to 
another person, there shall be the like proceedings as is herein provided 
in the case of appeals upon an original assessment. And the principal 
assessors, after hearincr such appeals, shall proceed to make out and to de
liver revised lists of their valuations and assessments, respectively, to the 
board of principal assessors, to be constituted as is hereinafter mentioned. 
And thereupon, the said board of principal assessors shall proceed in the 
like manner as is hereinafter provided in tbe case of an original assessment, 
submitted to the said board of principal assessors, for the purpose of an 
equalization and apportionment of the direct tax by this act laid to and 
among the counties and state districts of the sta~es respectively. . 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That 1f any person_ ownmg, 
possessing, or having the care or management o_f, _prope~ty h~ble to a 
direct tax as aforesaid, shall not be prepared to exh1b1t a wntten list when 
required as aforesaid, and shall consent to disclose the particulars of any 
and all the lands and lots of ground, with their improvements, dwelling
houses and slaves, taxable as aforesaid, then and in that case it shall be 
the duty of the officer to make such list, which, being distinctly read and 
consented to, shall be received as the list of such person. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any such person shall 
deliver or disclose to any assessor appointed in pursuance of this act, and 
requiring a list or lists, as aforesaid, any false o_r fraudulent )ist, with intent 
to defeat or evade the valuation or enumerat10n hereby mtended to be 
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made, such person so oii:en?in~, _and being thereof _convicted before any 
court having competent JUnsd1ct!on, s_haJI be fined m a sum not exceed
ing five hundred dollars, at the d1scret10n of the court, and shall pay all 
costs and charges of prosecution; and the valuation and enumeration re
quired by this act, shall in all sue!~ cases be made as aforesaid, upon lists 
according to the form above described, to be made out by the assessors 
respectively, which lists, the said assessors are hereby authorized and re
quired to make according to the best information they can obtain,and for 
the purpose of making which they are hereby authorized to enter into 
and upon all and singular the premises respectively, and from the valua
tion and enumeration so made there shall be no appeal. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That in case any person shall be 
absent from his place of residence at the time an assessor shall call to re
ceive the list of such person, it shall be the duty of such assessor to leave 
at the house or place of residence of such person, a written note or 
memorandum, requiring him to present to such assessor the list or lists 
required by this act, within ten days from the date of such note or 
memorandum. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That if any person, on being 
notified or required as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to give such list 
or lists as aforesaid, within the time required by this act, it shall be the 
duty of the assessor for the assessment district within which such person 
shall reside, and he is hereby authorized and required, to enter into and 
upon the lands, dwelling houses, and premises, if it be necessary, of 
such persons so refusing or neglecting, and to make according to the best 
information which he can obtam, and on his own view and informa
tion, such lists of the lands and lots of ground, with their improvements, 
dwelling houses, and slaves, owned or possessed, or under the care or 
management of such person, as are required by this act: which lists so 
made and subscribed by such assessor, shall be taken and reputed as 
good and sufficient lists of the persons and property for which such per
son is to be taxed for the purposes of this act : and the person so fail
ing or neglecting, unless in case of sickness or absence from home, 
shall, moreover, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, to be re
covered for the use of the United States, with costs of suit, in any court 
having competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 11. And beit further enacted, That whenever there shall be in 
any assessment district, any property, lands, and lots of ground, dwell
ing houses, or slaves, not owned or possessed by, or under the care or 
management of any person or persons within such district, and liable to 
be taxed as aforesaid, and no list of which shall be transmitted to the 
principal assessor in the manner provided by this act, it shall be the duty 
of the assessor for such district, and he is hereby authorized and requir
ed, to enter into and upon the real estate, if it be necessary, and take 
such view thereof, and of the slaves, of which lists are required, and to 
make lists of the same, according to the form prescribed by this act, 
which lists being subscribed by the said assessor, shall be taken and re
puted as good and sufficient lists of such property, under and for the pur
poses of this act. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the owners, possessors, or 
persons having the care or management of lands, lots of ground, dwell
ing houses, and slaves, not lying or being within the assessment district 
in which they reside,shall be permitted to make out and deliver the 
lists thereof required by this act, (provided the assessment district in 
which the said objects of taxation lie, or be, is therein distinctly stated,) 
at the time, and in the manner, prescribed to the assessor of the assess
ment district wherein such persons reside. And it shall be the duty of 
the assistant assessors, in all such cases, to transmit such lists at the 
time, and in the manner, prescribed for the transmission of the lists of 
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the obj_ect~ of taxation _lyi~g and being within their respective assess
ment districts, to the pnnc1pal assessor of their collection district whose 
duty it shall be to transmit them to the principal assessor of the' collec
tion district wherein the said objects of taxation shall lie or be, 
immediately after the receipt thereof, and the said lists shall be valid and 
sufficient for the purposes of this act, and on the delivery of every such 
list, the person making and delivering the same, shall pay to the assistant 
assessor one dollar ; one half whereof he shall retain to his own use, 
and the other half thereof he shall pay over to the principal assessor of 
the district, for the use of such principal assessor. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the lists aforesaid shall be 
taken with reference to the day fixed for that purpose, by this act as 
aforesaid, and the assistant assessors respectively, after collecting the said 
lists, shall proceed to arrange the same, and to make two general lists, 
the first of which shall exhibit, in alphabetical order, the names of all 
persons liable to pay a tax under this act, residing within the assessment 
district, together with the value and assessment of the objects, liable to 
taxation within such district for which each such person is liable; and 
whenever so required by the principal assessor, the amount of direct tax 
payable by each person, on such objects, under the state laws, imposing 
direct taxes; and the second list shall exhibit in alphabetical order, the 
names of all persons residing out of the collection district, owners of 
property within the district, together with the value and assessment 
thereof, or the amount of direct tax due thereon as aforesaid. The forms 
of the said general list shall be devised and prescribed by the principal 
assessor, and lists taken acc0rding to such form shall be made out by the 
assistant assessors, and delivered to the principal assessor, within sixty 
days after the day fixed by this act as aforesaid, requiring lists from indi
viduals; and if any assist.ant assessor shall fail to perform any duty 
assigned by this act within the time prescribed by his precept, warrant, 
or other legal instructions, not being prevented therefrom by sickness, or 
other unavoidable accident, every such assessor shall be discharged from 
office, and shall moreover forfeit and pay two hundred dollars, to be re
covered for the use of the United States, in any court having competent 
jurisdiction, with costs of suit. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That immediately after the valua
tions and enumerations shall have been completed as aforesaid, the 
principal assessor in each collection district, shall by advertisement in 
some public newspaper, if any there be in such district, and by written 
notifications to be publicly posted up in at least four of the most public 
places in each assessment district, advertise all persons concerned, of the 
place where the said lists, valuations and enumerations, may be seen and 
examined, and that during twenty-five days after the publication of the 
notifications as aforesaid, appeals will be received and determined by him, 
relative to any erroneous, or excessive valuations, or enumerations, by the 
assessor. And it shall be the duty of the principal assessor in each col
lection district, during twenty-five days after the date of publication to be 
made as aforesaid, to submit the proceedings of the assessors, and the 
list by them received·, or taken as aforesaid, to the inspection of any and 
all persons who shall apply for that purpose; and the s•aid principal 
assessors are hereby authorized to receive, hear, and determine in a sum
mary way, according to law and right, upon any and all appeals which 
may be ex}libited against the proceedings of the said assessors; Provided 
always, That it shall be the duty of said principal assessors to adver
tise and attend two successive days of the said twenty-five at the court 
house of each county within his assessment district, there to receive and 
determine upon the appeals aforesaid, and, Provided always, that the 
question to be determined by the principal assessor, on an appeal respect
ing the valuation of property shall be, whether the valuation complained 
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of, be, or be not, in a just relation or proportion to other valuations in the 
same assessment district. And all appeals to the principal assessors as 
aforesaid, shall be made in writing, and shall specify the particular cause, 
matter or thing, respecting which a decision is requested; and shall 
moreover state the ground or principal of inequality or error complained 
0£ And the principal assessor shall have power to re-examine and equal
ize the valuations as shall appear just and equitable; but no valuation 
shall be increased, without a previous notice of at least five days to the 
party interested, to appear and object to the same, if he judge proper; 
which notice shall be given by a note in writing, to be left at the dwell
ing house of the party by such assessor, as the principal assessor shall 
designate for that purpose. 

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That whenever a county or state 
district shall contain more than one assessment district, the principal 
assessor shall have power, on examination of the lists rendered by the 
assistant assessors, according to the provisions of this act, to revise, ad
just and equalize, the valuation of lands and Jots of ground, with their 
improvements, dwelling houses, and slaves, between such assessment 
district, by deducting from, or adding to, either, such a rate, per centum, 
as shall appear just and equitable. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the principal assessors shall, 
immediately after the expiration of the time for hearing and deciding 
appeals, make out correct lists of the valuation and enumeration in each 
assessment district, and deliver the same to the board of principal asses
sors heremafter constituted, in and for the states respectively. And it 
shall be the duty of the principal assessors, in each state, to convene, in 
general meeting, at such time and place as shall be appointed and directed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. And the said principal assessors, or 
a majority of them, so convened, shall constitute, and they are hereby 
constituted a board of principal assessors for the purposes of this act, 
and shall make and establish such rules and regulations, as to them shall 
appear necessary for carrying such purposes into effect, not being incon
sistent with this act, or the laws of the United States. 

SEc. • 17. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said board of principal 
assessors, convened and organized as aforesaid, shall and may appoint a 
suitable person or persons, to be their clerk or clerks, who shall 
hold his or their office, or offices, at the pleasure of the said board of 
principal assessors, and whose duty it shall be to receive, record, and 
preserve all tax lists, returns and other documents delivered and made to 
the said board of principal assessors, and who shall take an oath or affirma
tion, (if conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath,) faithfully to dis
charge his or their trust; and in default of taking such oath or affirma
tion, previous to entering on the duties of such appointment, or on fail
ure to perform any part of the duties enjoined on him or them respec
tively by this act, he or they shall respectively forfeit and pay the sum of 
two hundred dollars, for the use of the United States, to be recovered in 
any court having competent jurisdiction, and shall also be removed from 
office. 

SEc. 18. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said clerks to record the proceedings of the said board of principal 
assessors, and to enter on the record the names of such of the principal 
assessors, as shall attend any general meeting of the board of principal 
assessors for the purposes of this act. And if any principal assessor 
shall fail to attend such general meeting, his absence shall be noted on 
the said record, and he shall, for every day he may be absent therefrom, 
forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars for the use of the United States. 
And if any principal assessor shall fail or neglect to furnish the said 
board of principal assessors, with the lists of valuation and enumera
tion of each assessment district within his collection district, within three 
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da_ys after the ti~e ~ppointed as aforesaid, for such general meeting of the 
said board of prmc1pal assessors, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of five 
hundred dollars for the use of the United States, and moreover shall for
feit his comRensatio!1 as principal ~ss~ssor. And it shall be the duty of 
the clerks of the said board of pnnc1pal assessors, to certify to the Se
cretary of the Treasury, an extract of the minutes of the board, showing 
such failures or neglect, which shall be sufficient. evidence of the forfeiture 
of such compensation, to all intents and purposes: Provided always, That 
it shall be in the power of the Secretary of the Treasury to exonerate 
such principal assessor or assessors from the forfeiture of the said com
pensation, in whole or in part, as to him shall appear just and equitable. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That if the said board of princi
pal assessors shall not, within three days after the first meeting thereof 
as aforesaid, be furnished with all the lists of valuation of the several 
counties and state districts of any state or states, they shall, nevertheless, 
proceed to make out the equalization and apportionment by this act 
directed, and they shall assign to such counties and state districts, the 
valuation lists of which shall not have been furnished, such valuation as 
they shall deem just and right, and the valuation thus made to such, 
counties and state districts by the board of principal assessors, shall be 
final, and the proper quota of direct tax shall be, and is hereby declared 
to be imposed thereon accordingly. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said board of principal assessors, diligently and carefully to consider and 
examine the said lists of valuation, as well in relation to the states which 
have been heretofore assessed, as in relation to the states which have 
not been heretofore assessed, for the direct tax for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, and they shall have power to revise, adjust 
and equalize the valuation of property in any county or state district, by 
adding thereto or deducting therefrom such a rate per centum, as shall 
render the valuation of the several counties and state districts just and 
equitable: Provided, The relative valuation of property in the same 
county shall not be changed, unless manifest error or imperfection shall 
appear in any of the lists of valuation, in which case the said board of prin
cipal assessors shall have power to c0rrect the same, as to them shall 
appear just and right. And if in consequence of any revisal, change, 
and alteration of the said valuation, any inequality shall be produced in 
the apportionment of the said direct tax to the several states as aforesaid, 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to report the same 
to Congress, to the intent that provision may be made by law for rectify
ing such inequality. 

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That as soon as the said board 
of principal assessors shall have completed the adjustment and equaliza
tion of the valuation aforesaid, they shall proceed to apportion to each 
county and state district its proper quota of direct tax, and they shall lay 
the same upon all the subjects of direct taxation herein prescribed within 
their respective counties and state districts, according to the provisions 
of this act, so as to raise upon each county or state district, a quota of 
taxes bearinO" the same proportion to the whole direct tax imposed on the 
state, as the "valuation of such county or state district bears to the valua
tion of the state. And the said board of principal assessors shall, within 
twenty days after the time appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury for 
their first meeting, complete the said apportionment, and shall record the 
same; they shall thereupon further deliver to each principal assessora cer
tificate of such apportionment, together with the general lists by the prin
cipal assessors respectively presented to the board as aforesaid, and transmit 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a certificate of the apportionment by them 
made as aforesaid; and the principal assessors respectively Ahall there
upon proceed to revise their respective lists, and alter and make the same 
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in all respects conformable to the al?port~on!llent aforesaid by the said board 
of principal assessors; and the said pnnc1pal asse_ssors respectively shall 
make out lists containing the sums payable accordmg to the provisions of 
this act, upon every object of taxation in and for each collection district; 
which lists shall contain the name of each person residing within the 
said district,owning or having the care or superintendence of property lying 
within the said district, which is liable to the said tax, when such person or 
persons are known, together with the sums payable by each; and where there 
is any property within any collection district,liable to the payment of the said 
tax, not owned or occupied by or under the superintendence of any per
son resident therein, there shall be a separate list of such property, speci
fying the sum payable, and the names of the respective proprietors, 
where known. And the said principal assessors shall furnish to the col
lector of the several collection districts respectively, within thirty-five 
days after the apportionment is completed as aforesaid, a certified copy 
of such list or lists for their proper collection districts, and in default of 
performance of the duties enjoined on the board of assessors and princi
pal assessors respectively by this section, they shall severally and indi
vidually forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars to the use of the 
United States, to be recovered in any court having competent jurisdiction: 
And it is hereby enacted and declared, That the valuation, assessment, 
equalization, and apportionment made by the said board of principal 
assessors as aforesaid, shall be and remain in full force and operation for 
laying, levying, and collecting, yearly and every year, the annual direct 
tax by this act laid and imposed, until altered, modified or abolished by 
law. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That each collector, on receiving 
a list as aforesaid from the said principal assessors respectively, shall sub
scribe three receipts, one of which shall be given on a full and correct 
copy of such list, which list shall be delivered by him to, and shall remain 
with, the principal assessor of his collection district, and shall be open to 
the inspection of any pers::m who may apply to inspect the same, and the 
other two receipts shall be given on aggregate statements of the lists 
aforesaid, exhibiting the gross amount of taxes to be collected in each 
county or state district contained in the collection district, one of which 
aggregate statements and receipts shall be transmitted to the Secretary, 
and the other to the comptroller of the Treasury. 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That each collector, before receiving 
any list as aforesaid for collection, shall give bond with one or more good 
and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the comptrolier of the treasury, in 
the 1mount of the taxes assessed in the collection district, for which he has 
been or may be appointed, which bond shall be payable to the United States 
with condition for the true and faithful discharge of the duties of his 
office according to law, and particularly for the due collection and pay
ment of all moneys assessed upon such district, and the said bond shall 
be transmitted to, and deposited in the office of the comptroller of the 
treasury: Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall be 
deemed to annul, or in any wise to impair, the obligation of the bond 
heretofore given by any collector: but the same shall be and remain in 
full force and virtue, any thing in this act to the contrary thereof in any 
wise notwithstanding. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That the annual amount of the 
taxes so assessed, shall be and remain a lien upon all lands and other 
real estate, and all slaves of the individuals who may be assessed for the 
same, during two years after the time it shall annually become due and 
payable, and the said lien shall extend to each and every part of all tracts 
or lots of land, or dwelling houses, notwithstanding the same may have 
been divided or alienated in part. 

SEc. 25. And be it further enacted, That each collector shall be au• 
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thorized to appoint, by an instrument of writing under his hand and seal, 
as many deputies as he may think proper, assigning to each deputy, by 
that instrument of writing, such portion of his collection district as he may 
think proper, and also to revoke the powers of any deputy, giving public 
notice thereof in that portion of the district assigned to such deputy; and 
each such deputy shall have the like authority in every respect to collect 
the direct tax so assessed within the portion of the district assigned to 
him, which is by this act vested in the collector himself; but each collec
tor shall, in every respect be responsible, both to the United States and 
to individuals, as the case may be, for all moneys collected, and for every 
act done as deputy collector by 'lmy of his deputies whilst acting as such: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall prevent any collector from 
collecting himself, the whole or any part of the tax so assessed, and 
payable in his district. 

SEC. 26. And be it furt!ter enacted, That each of the said collec
tors, or his deputies, shall, within ten days after receiving his collection 
list from the principal assessors respectively as aforesaid, and annually 
within ten days after he shall be so required by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, advertise in on~ newspaper printed in his collection district, if 
any there be, and by notifications to be posted up in at least four public 
places in his collection district, that the said tax has become due and 
payable, and state the times and places, at which he or they will attend 
to receive the same, which shall be within twenty days after such notifi
cation ; and with respect to persons who shall not attend, according to 
such notifications, it shall be the duty of each collector, in person or by 
deputy, to apply once at their respective dwellings within such district, 
and there demand the taxes payable by such persons, which application 
shall be made within sixty days after the receipt of the collection lists as 
aforesaid, or after the receipt of the requisition of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as aforesaid, by the collectors; and if lhe said taxes shall not 
be then paid, or within twenty days thereafter, it shall be lawful for such 
collector, or his deputies, to proceed to collect the said taxes by distress 
and sale of the goods, chattels, or effects, of the persons delin.quent as afore
said. And in case of such distress, it shall be the duty of the officer 
charged with the collection, to make, or cause to be made, an account of 
the goods or chattels which may be distrained, a copy of which, signed 
by the officer making such distress, shall be left with the owner or pos
sessor of such goods, chattels, or effects, or at his or her dwelling, with 
a note of the sum demanded, and the time and place of sale; and the 
said officer shall forthwith cause a notification to be publicly posted up 
at two of the taverns nearest to the residence of the person whose pro
perty shall be dist.rained, or at the courthouse of the same county, if not 
more than ten miles distant, which notice shall specify the articles dis
trained, and the time and place proposed for the sale thereof, which time 
shall not be less than ten days from the date of such notification, and 
the place proposed for sale not more than five miles distant from the 
place of making such distress: Provided, That in any case of distress, 
for the payment of the duties aforesaid, the goods, chattels, or effects, so 
dist.rained, shall and may be restored to the owner or possessor, if, prior 
to the sale thereof, payment or tender thereof shall be made to the proper 
officer charged with the collection, of the full amount demanded, together 
with such fee for levying, and such sum for the necessary and reasonable 
expense of removing and keeping the goods, chattels, or effects, so dis
t.rained, as may be allowed in like cases by the laws or practice of the 
state wherein the distress shall have been made; but in case of non
payment or tender as aforesaid, the said officers shall proceed to sell the 
said O"Oods, chattels, or effects, at public auction, and shall and may retain 
from 
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the proceeds of such sale, the amount demandable far the use of 
the United States, with the necessary and reasonable expenses of distress 

P2 

173 

Collectors 
may appoint de
puties, &c. 

Proviso. 

Collectors to 
give public no
tice of the taxes 
assessed. 

Proceeding 
to sell goods 
distrained. 



174 

Sale of pro
perty. 

Act of Aug, 
2, 1813, ch. 37. 

Overplus re
ceived from the 
sale of delin
quents' proper
ty to be returned 
to owners. 

If property 
will not sell fur 
the tax, &c. 

Proviso. 

Redemption. 

Deeds to be 
made for pro
perty sold under 
this act, by the 
collectors. 

THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II!. CH. 21. 1815. 

and sale, and a commission of five per centum thereon for his own use, 
rendering the overplus, if any there be, to the person whose goods, chat. 
tels, or effects, shall have been distrained: Provided, That it shall not 
be lawful to make distress of the tools or implements of a trade or pro
fession, beasts of the plough necessary for the cultivation of improved 
lands, arms, or household furniture, or apparel necessary for a family. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That whenever goods, chattels, 
or effects sufficient to satisfy any tax upon dwelling houses or lands, and 
their improvements, owned, occupied or superintended by person known 
or residing within the same collection district, cannot be found, the col
lector having first advertised the same for thirty days in a newspaper 
printed within the collection district, if such there be,and having posted 
up, in at least ten public places within the same, a notification of the in
tended sale thirty days previous thereto, shall proceed to sell at public 
sale, so much of the said property as may be necessary to satisfy the 
taxes due thereon, together with an addition of twenty per centum to the 
said taxes. But in all cases where the property liable to a direct tax 
under this act, or the said act of Congress, entitled "An act to lay and 
collect a direct tax within the United States," shall not be divisible so as 
to enable the collector, by a sale of part thereof, to raise the whole 
amount of the tax, with all costs, charges, and commissions, the whole 
of such property shall be sold, and the surplus of the proceeds of the sale, 
after satisfying the tax, costs, charges and commissions, shall be paid to 
the owner of the property or his legal representatives, or if he or they 
cannot be found, or refuse to receive the same, then such surplus shall 
be deposited in the Treasury of the United States, to be there held for 
the use of the owner or his legal representatives until he or they shall 
make application therefor to the Secretary of the Treasury, who upon 
such application, shall, by warrant on the treasurer, cause the same to be 
paid to the applicant. And if the property advertised for sale as aforesaid, 
canuot be sold fur the amount of the tax due thereon, with the said addi
tional twenty per centum thereto, the collector shall purchase the same in 
behalf of the United States fur the amount aforesaid: Provided, That the 
owner or superintendent of the property aforesaid, after the same shall 
have been as aforesaid advertised for sale, and before it shall have been 
actually sold, shall be allowed to pay the amount of the tax thereon, with an 
addition of ten per centum on the same, on the payment of which the 
sale of the said property shall not take place: Provided also, That the 
owners, their heirs, executors, or administrators, 'or any person on their 
behalf, shall have liberty to redeem the lands and other property sold as 
aforesaid, within two years from the time of sale, upon payment to the 
collector for the use of the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, of the 
amount paid by such purchaser, with interest for the same at the rate of 
twenty per centum per annum; and no deed shall be given in pursuance 
of such sale, until the time of redemption shall have expired. And the 
collector shall render a distinct account of the charges incurred in offer
ing and advertising for sale such property, and shall pay into the treasury 
the surplus, if any there be, of the aforesaid addition of twent}' per cen
turn, or ten per centum, as the case may be, after defraying the charges. 
And in every case of the sale of real estate which has been made under 
the said act of Congress for the assessment and collection of direct taxes 
and internal duties, or which shall be made under the authority of this 
act by the collectors or marshals respectively, or their lawful deputies 
respectively, or by any other person or persons, the deeds for the estate 
so sold shall be prepared, made, executed, and proved, or acknowledged, 
at the time and times prescribed, in this act, by the collectors respective
ly, within whose collection district such real estate shall be situated, in 
imch form of law as shall be authorized and required by the laws of the 
United States, or by the law of the state in which such real estate lies, 
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for making, executing, proving, and acknowledging, deeds of bargain 
and sale, or other conveyances for the transfer and conveyance of real 
estate : and for every deed, so prepared, made, executed, proved, and 
acknowledged, the purchaser or grantee shall pay to the collector the 
sum ?f five dollars for the use of the collector, marshal, or other person, 
effectmg the sale of the real estate thereby conveyed. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That with respect to property 
lying within any collection district, not owned, or occupied, or super
intended, by some person residing in such collection district, and on 
which the tax shall not have been paid to the collector within ninety 
<lays after the day on which he shall have received the collection list 
from the said principal assessors respectively as aforesaid, or the requisi
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, as aforesaid, the collector shall trans
mit lists of the same to one of the collectors within the same state, to 
be designated for that purpose by the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
the collector who shall have been thus designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall transmit receipts for all the lists received as aforesaid, 
to the collector transmitting the same. And the collectors thus desicrnated 
in each state by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall cause notifi;ations 
of the taxes due as aforesaid, and contained in the lists thus transmitted 
tu them, to be published for sixty days in at least one of the newspapers 
published in the state; and the owners of the property on which such 
taxes may be due, shall be permitted to pay to such collector the said 
tax, with an addition of ten per centum thereon : Provided, That such 
payment is made within one year after the day on which the collector of 
the district where such property lies, had notified that the tax had become 
due on the same. 

SEc. 29. And be it furtlicr enacted, That when any tax as afiresaid 
shall have remained unpaid for the term of one year as aforesaid, the 
collector in the state where the property lies, and who shall have been 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury as aforesaid, having first 
advertised the same f0r sixty days, in at least one newspaper in 
the state, shall procsed to sell, at public sale, so much of the said 
property as may be necessary to satisfy the taxes due thereon, together 
with an addition of twenty per centum thereon: or if such property is 
not divisible as aforesaid, the whole thereof shall be sold and accounted 
for in manner hereinbef0re provided. If the property advertised for 
sale cannot be sold for the amount of the tax due thereon, with the said 
addition thereon, the collector shall purchase the same in behalf of the 
United States for such amount and addition. And the collector shall 
render a distinct account of the charges incurred in offering and adver
tising for sale such property, and pay into the treasury the surplus, if any, 
of the aforesaid addition of ten or twenty per centum, as the case may 
be, after defraying the said charges. 

SF.c. 30. Anrl be it furllier enacted, That the collectors, designated as 
aforesaid by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall deposit with the clerks 
of the district court of the United States, in the respective states, and 
within which district the property lies, correct lists of the tracts of land, 
or other real property, sold by virtue of this act for non-payment of taxes, 
together with the names of the owners, or presumed owners, or the pur
chasers of the same, at the public sales aforesaid, and of the amount paid 
by such purchasers for the same; the owners, their heirs, executors, or 
administrators, or any person in their behalf, shall have liberty to redeem 
the lands or other property sold as aforesaid, within two years from the 
time of sale, upon payment to the clerk aforesaid, fir the use of the pur
chaser, his heirs or assigns, of the amount paid by such purchaser for the 
said land, or other real property, with interest for the same, at the rate of 
twenty per centum per annum, and of a commission of five per centum on 
such payment, for the use of the clerk aforesaid. The derk shall, on appli-
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cation, pay to the purchasers the money thus paid for their use; and the col
lectors respectively shall give deeds for the lands or property aforesaid, to the 
purchasers entitled to the same, in all cases where the same shall not have 
been redeemed within two years, as aforesaid, by the original owners 
thereof, or their legal representatives. And the said clerk shall be enti
tled to receive from the purchaser, for his own use, the sum of one dollar, 
in addition to the sum hereinbefore made payable to the collector, for 
every such deed, to be paid on the delivery there~f to such purchasers. 
And in all cases where landsmaybesold under this act,for the payment 
of taxes, belonging to infants, persons of insane mind, married women, 
or persons beyond sea, such persons shall have the term of two years after 
their respective disabilities shall have been removed, or their return to the 
United States, to redeem lands thus sold, on their paying into the clerk's 
office aforesaid the amount paid by the purchaser, together with ten per 
centum per annum ; and on their payment to the purchaser of the land 
aforesaid, a compensation for all improvements he may have made on the 
premises, subsequent to his purchase, the value of which improvements 
to be ascertained by three or more neighbouring freeholders, to be ap
pointed by the clerk aforesaid, who, on actual view of the premises, shall 
assess the value of such improvements, on their oaths, and make a return 
of such valuation to the clerk immediately. And the clerk of the court 
shall receive such compensation for his services herein, to be paid by, and 
received from, the parties, like costs of suit, as the judge of the district 
court shall, in that respect, tax and allow. 

SEC. 31. And be it further enacted, That the several collectors shall, at 
the expiration of every month after they shall respectively commence 
their collections, in the next, and every ensuing year, transmit to the Se
cretary of the Treasury a statement of the collections made by them 
respectively, within the month, and pay over quarterly, or sooner, if re
quired by the Secretary of the Treasury, the moneys by them respectively 
collected within the said term; and each of the said collectors shall 
complete the collection of all sums annually assigned to him for collec
tion as aforesaid, shall pay over the same into the treasury, and shall ren
der his final account to the Treasury Department within six months from 
and after the day when he shall have received the collection lists from 
the said board of principal assessors, or the said requisition of the Secre
tary of the Treasury as aforesaid: Provided however, That the period of 
one year and three months from the said annual day, shall be annually 
allowed to the collector designated in each state as aforesaid by the Se
cretary of the Treasury, with respect to the taxes contained in the list 
transmitted to him by the other collectors as aforesaid. 

SEc. 32. And be it further enacted, That each collector shall be 
charged with the whole amount of taxes by him receipted, whether con
tained in the lists delivered to him by the principal assessors respectively 
or transmitted to him by other collectors: and shall be allowed credit for 
the amount of taxes contained in the lists transmitted in the manner above 
provided to other collectors, and by them receipted as aforesaid, and 
also for the taxes of such persons as may have absconded, or become in
solvent, subsequent to the date of the assessment, and prior to the day 
when the tax ought, according to the provisions of this act, to have been 
collected: Provided, That it shall be proven to the satisfaction of the 
comptroller of the treasury, that due diligence was used by the collector, 
and that no property was left from which the tax could have been recov
ered; and each collector, designated in each state as aforesaid by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, shall receive credit for the taxes due for all 
tracts of land which, after being offered by him for sale in manner afore
said, shall or may have been purchased by him in behalf of the United 
States. 

SEc. 33. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any collector shall fail, 
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either to collect or to render his account, or to pay over in the manner or 
within the times herein before provided, it shall be the duty of the comp
troller of the treasury, and he is hereby authorized and required, imme
diately after such delinquency, to issue a warrant of distress against such 
delinquent collector and his sureties, directed to the marshal of the dis
trict, therein expressing the amount of the taxes with which the said 
collector is chargeable, and the sums, if any, which have been paid. 
And the said marshal shall, himself, or by his deputy, immediately pro
ceed to levy and collect the sum which may remain due, by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels, or any personal effects, of the delinquent 
collector; and for want of goods, chattels, or effects, aforesaid, suffi
cient to satisfy the said warrant, the same may be levied on the person of 
the collector, who may be committed to prison, thereto remain until dis
charged in due course of law; and furthermore, notwithstanding the com
mitment of the collector to prison as aforesaid, or if he abscond, and 
goods, chattels, and effects, cannot be found sufficient to satisfy the said 
warrant, the said marshal, or his deputy, shall and may proceed to levy 
and collect the sum which remains due, by distress and sale of the 
goods, and chattels, or any personal effects, of the surety or sureties of 
the delinquent collector. And the amount of the sums due from any 
collector as aforesaid, shall, and the same are hereby declared to be a 
lien upon the lands and real estate of such collector and his sureties, 
until the same shall be discharged according to law. And for want 
of goods and chattels, or other personal effects of such collector or his 
sureties, sufficient to satisfy any warrant of distress, issued pursuant to 
the preceding section of this act, the lands and real estate of such col
lector and his sureties, or so much thereof as may be necessary for satis
fying the said warrant, after being advertised for at least three weeks, 
in not less than three public places in the collection district, and in one 
newspaper printed in the county or district, if any there be, prior to the 
proposed time of sale, may and shall be sold by the marshal or his de
puty; and for all lands and real estate, sold in pursuance of the authority 
aforesaid, the conveyances of the marshals, or their deputies, executed in 
due form of law, shall give a valid title against all persons claiming un
der delinquent collectors, or their sureties, aforesaid. And all moneys 
that may remain of the proceeds of such sale, after satisfying the said 
warrant of distress, and paying the reasonable costs and charges of sale, 
shall be returned to the proprietor of the lands or real estate sold as 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 34. And be it further enacted, That each and every collector or 
his deputy, who shall exercise or be guilty of any extortion or oppression, 
under colour of this act, or shall demand other or greater sums than 
shall be authorized by this act, shall be liable to pay a sum not exceeding 
two thousand dollars to be recovered by and for the use of the party 
injured, with costs of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction; 
and each and every collector or his deputies shall give receipts for all 
sums by them collected and retained in pursuance of this act. 

SEc. 35. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed and 
paid for the services performed under this act, to each principal assessor, 
two dollars for every day employed in making the necessary arrangements 
and giving the necessary instructions to the assistant assessors for the 
valuations; three dollars for every day employed in making revised 
valuations and tax lists, where an assessment and valuation have hereto
fore been made, and in hearing appeals and making out lists, agreeably 
to the provisions of this act, upon original assessments and valuations ; 
and five dollars for every hundred taxable persons contained in the tax 
list as delivered by him to the said board of principal assessors: to each 
assistant assessor two dollars for every day actually employed in collecting 
lists and making valuations, the number of days necessary fc)r that 
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purpose being certified by the principal assessor, and approved by the 
comptroller of the treasury, and three dollars for every hundred taxable 
persons contained in the tax lists as completed and delivered by him to 
the principal assessor: to each of the principal assessors constituting the 
board of principal assessors as aforesaid, for every day's actual attendance 
at the said board, the sum of three dollars, and for travelling to and from 
the place designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, three dollars for 
each thirty miles. And to each of the clerks of the said board, three 
dollars for every day's actual attendance thereon. And the said board 
of principal assessors, and the said assessors severally and respectively, 
shall be allowed their necessary and reasonable charges for books and 
stationery used in the execution of their duties; and the compensation 
herein allowed shall be in full for all other expenses not particularly 
specified. 

SEc. 36. And be it furtlter enacted, That the compensation herein 
before provided for the services of the principal assessors aud their 
assistants, and for the board of principal assessors and their clerks, shall 
be paid at the treasury; and there is hereby appropriated for that purpose 
the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, to be paid out of any money 
not otherwise appropriated. And the President of the United States 
shall be and he is hereby authorized to augment, in cases where he shall 
deem it necessary, the compensation authorized by this act for the prin
cipal assessors and their assistants: Provided, That no principal assessor 
shall, in any case, receive more than three hundred dollars, and no 
assistant assessor shall receive more than one hundred and fifty dollars: 
and for such augmented compensation, and the expense of carrying this 
act annually into effect, there is further hereby appropriated an annual 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 37. And be it further enacted, That in cases where principal 
assessors have not been, or shall not, during the present session of Con
gress, be appointed, and in cases where vacancies shall occur in the 
office of principal assessor, the President of the United States is hereby 
authorized to make appointments during the recess of the Senate, by 
granting commissions, which shall expire at the end of the next session. 
And where no person can be found in any collection district, or assess
ment district, to serve either as collector, principal assessor, or assistant 
assessor respectively, the President of the United States is hereby author
ized to appoint one of the deputy postmasters in such district, to serve as 
collector, or assessor, as the case may be. And it shall be the duty 
of such deputy postmaster to perform accordingly the duties of such 
officer. 

SEc. 38. And be it furtltci- enacted, That separate accounts shall be 
kept at the treasury, of all moneys received from the direct tax and from 
the internal duties, in each of the respective states, territories, and 
collection districts: and that separate accounts shall be kept of the 
amount of each species of duty that shall accrue, with the moneys paid 
to the collectors, assessors and assistant assessors, and to the other officers 
employed, in each of the respective states, territories, and collection 
districts, which accounts it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, annually, in the month of December, to lay before Congress. 

SEc. 39. And be it furtlter enacted, That the principal assessors re
spectively shall, yearly, and every year, after the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, in the month of January, inquire and ascertain, in 
the manner by the sixth section of this act provided, what transfers and 
changes of property in lands, lots of ground, dwelling houses and slaves, 
have been made and effected in their respective districts, subsequent to 
the next preceding valuation, assessment and apportionment of the di
rect tax by this act laid; and within tweuty days thereaftrr, they shall 
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make out three lists of such transfers and changes, and transmit one list 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, another list to the commissioner of the 
revenue, and the third shall be delivered to the collector of the collec
tion district. And it shall yearly, and every year, after the said year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to notify the collectors of the several collection districts, a day 
in the month of February, on which it shall be the duty of the said col
lectors to commence laying and collecting the annual direct tax by this 
act laid and imposed, according to the assessment of the tax lists to them 
delivered by the said principal assessors, as aforesaid, subject only to 
such alterations therein as shall be just and proper, in the opinion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to conform to the transfers and changes 
aforesaid, ascertained by the principal assessors as aforesaid; and the 
said collectors shall annually in all respects, proceed in and conclude the 
collection of the said direct tax, in the same manner and within the time 
hereinbefore provided and prescribed. 

SEc. 40. And be it further enacted, That each state may pay its quota 
of the direct tax by this act laid, into the treasury of the United States, 
for the first and for any and every succeeding year; and in consideration 
of such payment, the state shall be entitled to a deduction of fifteen per 
centum, if paid before the first day of May, and ten per centum if paid 
before the first day of October, in the year to which the payment relates: 
Provided, That notice of the intention to make such payment, be given 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, on or before the first day of April in 
each year; And provided, That such notice and payment shall not in any
wise prevent or discontinue the proceedings under this act, to make the 
valuations, assessments, and apportionments herein authorized and 
directed, but shall only prevent or discontinue the collection of the quota 
of the state giving such notice and making such payment. 

SEc. 41. And be it further enacted, That towards establishing an 
adequate revenue, to provide for the payment of the expenses of govern
ment; for the punctual payment of the public debt, principal and interest, 
contracted and to be contracted, according to the terms of the contracts 
respectively; and for creating an adequate sinking fund, gradually to 
reduce, and eventually to extinguish the public debt, contracted, and to 
be contracted, the direct tax by this act laid shall continue to be laid, 
levied, and collected, during the present war between the United States 
and Great Britain, and until the purposes aforesaid shall be completely 
accomplished, any thing in the said act of Congress to the contrary 
thereof in anywise notwithstanding. And for the effectual application 
of the revenue to be raised by and from the said direct tax laid by this 
act, and also by and from the direct tax laid by the said act of Congress, 
entitled "An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the United States," 
to the purposes aforesaid, in due form of law, the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged: Provided always, That whenever Congress 
shall deem it expedient to alter, reduce, or change the said direct tax by 
this act laid, it shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and substituting, 
by law, at the said time, and for the same purposes, other taxes or duties, 
which shall be equally productive with the direct tax so altered, reduced, 
or changed: And provided further, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be deemed or construed in anywise to rescind or impair any specific 
appropriation of the said direct taxes, or either of them; but such appro
priation shall remain and be carried into effect, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the law and laws making the same, any thing in 
this act _to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

SEc. 42. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to anticipate the collection and receipt of the direct tax laid and imposed 
by this act, and by the said act of Congress, entitled "An act to lay and 
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collect a direct tax within the United States," by obtaining a loan upon 
the pledge of the said direct taxes, or either of them, for the reimburse
ment thereof, to an amount not exceeding six millions of dollars; and at 
a rate of interest not exceeding six per centum per annum. And any 
bank or banks now incorporated, or which may hereafter be incorporated, 
under the authority of the United States, is, and are hereby authorized 
to make such loan: Provided al,ways, and it is expressly declared, That 
the money so obtained upon loan, shall be applied to the purposes afore
said, to which the said direct taxes so to be pledged are by this act 
applied and appropriated, and to no other purposes whatsoever. 

APPROVED, January 9, 1815. 

CnAP, XXII.-..in .Bet to provide ailditional revenues for defraying the expenses qf 
government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying duties on various 
goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured within the United States. (a) 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the expiration of ninety days subsequent to the passing of this act, there 
shall be paid upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, of the following 
descriptions, which shall thereafter be manufactured or made for sale 
within the United States, or the territories thereof, the respective duties 
following, that is to say: 

Pig iron, per ton, one dollar. 
Castings of iron, per ton, one dollar and fifty cents. 
Bar iron, per ton, one dollar. 
Rolled or slit iron, per ton, one dollar. 
Nails, brads, and sprigs, other than those usually denominated wrought, 

per pound, one cent. 
Candles of white wax, or in part of white and other wax, per pound, 

five cents. 
Mould candles of tallow, or of wax other than white, or in part of each, 

per pound, three cents. 
Hats and caps, in whole or in part of leather, wool or furs; bonnets, 

in whole or in part of wool or fur, if above two dollars in value, eight 
per centum ad valorem. 

Hats of chip or wood covered with silk or other materials, or not 
covered, if above two dollars in value, eight per centum ad valorem. 

Umbrellas and parasols, if above the value of two dollars, eight per 
centum ad valorem. 

Paper, three per centum ad valorem. 
Playing and visiting cards, fifty per centum ad valorem. 
Saddles and bridles, six per centum ad valorem. 
Boots and bootees, exceeding five dollars per pair in value, five per 

centum ad valorem. 
Beer, ale, and porter, six per centum ad valorem. 
Tobacco, manufactured segars and snuff, twenty per centum ad va

lorem. 
Leather, including therein all hides and skins, whether tanned, tawed, 

dressed, or otherwise made, on the original manufacture thereof, five per 
centum ad valorem: which said duties shall be paid by the owner or 
occupier of the buildings or vessels in which, or of the machines, imple
ments, or utensils wherewith, the said goods, wares, and merchandise, 
shall have been manufactured or made, or by the agent or superintendent 
thereof; the amount thereof payable by any one person at any one time, 
if not exceeding twenty dollars shall, and. if exceedino- twenty dollars 
may, be paid in money with a deduction of two per cent~m at the time 

a) See note to the act of July 4, 1789, ch. 2, vol. i. p. 24. 
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of rendering the accounts of the articles so chargeable with duty, required 
to be rendered by the second section of this act, or without deduction 
at the next subsequent time prescribed for rendering such accounts. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person who, from and 
after the expiration of ninety days subsequent to the passing of this act," 
shall be the owner or occupier of any building, or vessel, or machine,im
plement or utensil, used or intended to be used for the manufacturing or 
making of such goods, wares and merchandise, or either of them, or who 
shall have such building, or vessel, or machine, implement or utensil 
under his superintendence, either as agent for the owner or on his own 
account, shall before the expiration of the said ninety days, and every 
person who, after the expiration of the said ninety days, shall use or 
intend to use any building, or vessel, or machine, implement or utensil, 
as aforesaid, either as owner, occupier, acrent, or otherwise, shall before 
he shall begin so to use, or cause the same so to be used, give bond, 
with at least two sureties, to the satisfaction of the collector of internal 
duties for the district in which the same shall be situate, in a sum not 
less than the computed duties for one year, nor less than one hundred 
dollars, that he will, before using or causing the same to be used, make 
true and exact entry and report in writing to the said collector of 
every such building, or vessel, machine, implement, or utensil, owned, 
occupied, or superintended by him, with the size thereof, the names of 
the owner, occupier, agent, and superintendent, the place where situate, 
and the manner in which, and the time for which, not exceeding one 
year, it is intended to employ the same, with the denominations and 
quantities of the articles manufactured or made as aforesaid, which he 
may have on hand, with the value thereof; that he will, thereafter, before 
using or causing the same to be used, make like entry and report of any 
other building, or vessel, machine, implement or utensil, used or intended 
to be used as aforesaid, that he may own, occupy, or have the agency or 
superintendence of, with the size thereof, the names of the owner, occu
pier, agent and superintendent, the place where situate, and the manner 
in which and the time for which, not exceeding one year, it is intended 
to employ the same, with information from time to time of any change 
in the form, size, agency, ownership, occupancy or superintendence which 
all or either of the said buildings or vessels, machines, implements or 
utensils may undergo: that he will from day to day, so long as he may 
use the same, enter or cause to be entered, in a book or books to be kept 
by him for that purpose, and which shall be open at all times between 
the risin()' and setting of the sun for the inspection of the said collector, 
who may take any minutes, memorandums or transcripts thereof, the 
denominations and quantities of the articles manufactured or made, and 
will render to the said collector, on the first day of January, April, July, 
and October, in each year, or within ten days thereafter, a general account 
in writing, taken from his books, of the denominations and quantities of 
the said articles, with the aggregate value thereof, for three months pre
ceding said days, or for such portion thereof as may have elapsed from 
the date of said entry and report to the said day which shall next ensue: 
that he will, at the said times, deliver to the said collector the original 
book of entries, which book shall be retained by said officer: that he 
will likewise, from day to day, enter or cause to be entered, in a book or 
boJks to be kept by him for that purpose, and which shall be open at all 
times, between the rising and setting of the sun, for the inspection ofthe 
said collector, who may take any minutes, memorandums or transcripts 
thereof, the denominations and quantities of all the hereinbefore enumera
ted manufactured articles sold, with the price for which the same were 
sold, specifying in each sale the name of the person to whom sold, where 
the amount sold shall exceed ten dollars in value: and that he will render 
to the said collector, at the time of rendering the said general acc:mnts, 
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a statement in writing, taken from said book or books, in which there 
shall be specified the denomination~ and _qt~antities of all su?h manufac
tured articles sold on each day, statmg d1stmctly each sale, with the name 
of the purchaser, and the denominations and quantities sold, and price, 
where the same shall exceed ten dollars, and the aggregate denomina
tions and quantities, with the aggregate value of all other sales: that he 
will verify or cause to be verified, the said entries, reports, books, gene
ral accou;ts, and statements, on oath or affirmation, to be taken before 
the collector, or some officer authorized by Jaw to administer the 
same, according to the form required by this act, where the same is pre
scribed; and that he will pay to the said collector the duties which by this act 
ought to be paid on the articles so manufactured, and in the said account 
mentioned, if not exceeding twenty dollars, at the time of rendering an 
account thereof, with a deduction of two per centum, and if exceeding 
twenty dollars, either at said time, wit.h a like deduction, or at the next 
subsequent time prescribed for rendering such accounts without deduc
tion; a:id the said bond may, from time to time, at the discretion of the 
collector, be renewed or changed in regard to the sureties and penalties 
thereof. And every such person, whether owner, occupier, agent, or 
superintendent as aforesaid, shall, at the time of making the entry and 
report first before stated, obtain agreeably thereto a license for employing, 
for a term not exceeding one year, such buildings, or vessels, or machines, 
iinplements, or utensils, describing the same, with the use to which they 
are to be applied, the place where situate, the name of the owner, occu
pier, agent, or superintendent, and the term for which it is intended to 
use the same; which license the said collector is hereby empowered and 
directed to grant. And a like license, for any term not exceeding a 
year, shall be obtained and granted on a like report and entry made at 
any time thereafter, without requiring a new bond; so long as the bond 
aforesaid shall remain in force; which licenses shall be signed by the 
commissioner of the revenue, and countersigned by the collector who 
shall issue the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it fui·ther enacted, That the entries made in the 
books required to be kept by the second section of this act, shall, on the 
said first days of January, April, July, and October, or within ten days 
after each of the said days, be verified by the oath or affirmation, to be taken 
as aforesaid, of the person or persons by whom such entries shall have 
been made, which qualification shall be certified at the end of such 
entries by the collector, or officer administering the same, and shall be in 
substance as follows: "I (or we) do swear (or affirm) that the foregoing 
entries were made by me ( or us) on the respective days specified, and that 
they state, according to the best of knowledge and belief, the 
whole quantities and denominations, with the value thereof, of the 
manufactured (or sold as the case may be) by , in the 
of ." 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That, the owner, occupier, agent or 
superintendent aforesaid, shall, in case the original entries required to 
be made in his books by the second section of this act, shall not be made 
by himself, subjoin to the oath or affirmation of the person by whom 
they were made, the following oath or affirmation, to be taken as afore-
said:" , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that to the best of 
knowledge and belief, the foregoing entries are just and true, and that 

have taken all the means in power to make them so." 
SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which the duties 

aforesaid shall not be duly paid, the person chargeable therewith shall pay, 
in addition, ten per cent um on the amount thereof; and in case such 
duties, with said addition, shall not be paid within three months from the 
time the said duties ought to be paid, the collector for the district shall 
make a personal demand of the same of such person, or by notice in 
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writing, left at his dwelling, if within the collection district, and if not 
at the manufactory owned or superintended by such person; and in case 
of refusal or neglect to pay the said duties, with the addition, within ten 
days after such demand or notice, the amount thereof shall be recovered 
by distress and sale of goods, chattels, and effects of the delinquent; and 
in case of such distress, it shall be the duty of the officer charged with 
the collection, to make, or cause to be made, an account of the goods or 
chattels which may be distrained, a copy of which, signed by the officer 
making such distress, shall be left with the owner or possessor of such 
goods, chattels, or effects, or at his or her dwelling, with a note of the sum 
demanded, and the time and place of sale; and the said officer shall forth
with cause a notification to be publicly posted up at two of the taverns 
nearest to the residence of the person whose property shall be distrained, 
or at the courthouse of the same county, if not more than ten miles 
distant; which notice shall specify the articles distrained, and the time 
and place proposed for the sale thereof: which time shall not be less than 
ten days from'the date of such notification, and the place proposed for 
sale not more than five miles distant from the place of making such 
distress: Provided, That in any case of distress for payment of the 
duties aforesaid, the goods, chattels or effects so distrained, shall and 
may be restored to the owner or possessor, if, prior to the day assigned 
for the sale thereof, payment or tender thereof shall be made to the 
proper officer charged with the collection, of the full amount demanded, 
together with such fee for levying, and such sum for the necessary and 
reasonable expenses of removing and keeping the goods, chattels or 
effects so distrained, as may be allowed in like cases, by the laws or practice 
of the state or territory wherein the distress shall have been made; but 
in case of non-payment or tender as aforesaid, the said officer shall 
proceed to sell the said goods, chattels, or effects, at public auction, 
and shall and may retain from the proceeds of such sales the amount 
dem:rndable for the use of the United States, with the necessary and 
reasonable expenses of distress and sale, and a commission of eight per 
ccntum thereon for his own use, rendering the overplus, if any there be, 
to the person whose goods, chattels or effects, shall have been distraincd: 
Provided, That it shall not be lawful to make distress of beasts of the 
plough necessary for the cultivation of improved lands, arms, or house
hold furniture, or apparel necessary for a family. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, and mer
chandise, which shall be manufactured or made within the United States, 
or the territories thereof, the duties on which shall not have been duly 
paid or secured, according to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
shall, together with the vessels containing the same, be forfeited, and may 
be seized as forfeited by any collector of the internal duties, and held 
by him until a decision shall be had thereon, according to law; Pro
vided, That said goods, wares, and merchandise, shall not be liable to be 
forfeited in the hands of a bona fide purchaser, who shall have purchased 
the same without knowledge of the duties not being paid, or secured to 
be paid. And if any person shall conceal or buy any goods, wares, and 
merchandise, as aforesaid, knowing them to be liable to seizure and for
feiture under this act, such person shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit 
and pay a sum double the value of the goods so concealed or purchased. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the owner, occupier, agent, 
or superintendent, as aforesaid, of or for any such building, or vessel, 
machine, implement, or utensil, used in the manufacture or making of 
any of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, who shall wilfully neglect 
or refuse to make true and exact entry and report of the same, or to do 
or cause to be done any of the things by this act required to be done as 
aforesaid, excepting to pay the duties hereby laid"~nJcases where the 
bond required by the second section of this act has been given, shall 
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forfeit, for every such neglect or refusal, all the goods, wares, and mer
chandise, manufactured or made by or for him, with the vessels contain
ing the· same, and the ve~sels, machines,_ implements, or utensils, used in 
said manufacture or makmg, together with the sum of five hundred dol
lars, to be recovered with costs of suit; which said goods, wares, and 
merchandise, with the vessels, or machines, implements or utensils, so 
used, may be seized by any collector of the interr!al duties, and held by 
him until a decision shall be had thereon accordmg to law; Provided, 
Such seizure be made within three months after the cause for the same 
may have occurred, and that a prosecution or action thereupon shall have 
been commenced by such collector within sixty days after snch seizure. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That in case the duties aforesaid 
shall not be paid or recovered agreeably to the provisions of this act, or 
in case any act shall be done contrary to, or any acts omitted that are 
required to be done by, the bond to be given as aforesaid, or the penal
ties incurred thereby shall not be recovered, the said bond shall be 
deemed forfeited, and shall be put in suit by the c-0llector, for the recovery 
of the amount of the said duties, with the addition thereon, penalties and 
costs, or either, as the case may be; and judgment thereon shall and 
may be taken at the return term, on motion to be made in open court, 
unless sufficient cause to the contrary be shown to, and allowed by the 
court; Provid£d, That the writ or process in such case shall have been 
executed at least fourteen days before the return day thereof. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the duties imposed by this 
act, shall be considered as applying solely to articles manufactured for sale, 
and shall not be considered as including any articles manufactured exclu
sively for the use of the person manufacturing the same. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the duties laid by this act, 
shall be payable on all the goods, wares, and merchandise aforesaid, the 
manufacture or making of which, shall not within ninety days after the 
passing thereof, be fully completed, or which shall not be then in the 
condition in which they usually are when offered for sale. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That any owner, occupier, agent, 
or superintendent, as aforesaid, who may have given bond as required in 
the second section of this act, who shall, after thirty days' notice given 
him in writing, by the collector, fail to renew or change the same in 
regard to the sureties and penalties thereof, as is in the same section 
provided, shall thereafter incur the penalties attached to employing the said 
buildings, or vessels, or machines, implements, or utensils, without hav
ing a license therefor. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the forms of the bond 
required to be given by the second section of this act, as well as the forms 
of the several oaths, reports, entries, statements, and accounts, by this act 
required to be taken, kept, and rendered, shall be prescribed by the Trea
sury Department, agreeably to which the aforesaid specification of the 
buildings or vessels, in which, or of the machines, implements, or uten
sils, wherewith, the aforesaid goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be 
manufactured or made, shall be rendered by the owner, occupier, agent, 
or superintendent thereof. 

SRc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the value of the manufac
tured or made goods, wares, and merchandise, required to be stat.rd as 
aforesaid, shall be regulated by the average of the actual sales by the 
manufacturer, of the like goods, wares and merchandise, during the 
quarter, where such actual sales may have been made; and where no 
such actual sales have been made, such value, so far as respects a manu
facturer selling exclusively by wholesale, shall be regulated by the aver
age of the market wholesale sales of the like goods, wares, and merchan
dise, and so far as respects a manufacturer selling by retail, by the market 
sales by retail in like 1.nanner. 
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SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall forcibly 
obstruct or hinder a collector in the execution of this act, or of any of 
the powers or authorities hereby vested in him, or shall forcibly rescue, 
or cause to be rescued, any goods, wares, or merchandise, or vessels, 
machines, implements, or utensils aforesaid, after the same shall have 
been seized by him, or shall attempt, or endeavour so to do, the person 
so offending shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of five 
hundred dollars. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, 1'hat a collector shall be author
ized to enter, at any time between the rising and setting of the sun, any 
building or place where any vessel, machine, implement, or utensil as 
aforesaid, is kept within his collection district, for the purpose of exam
ining, measuring, or describing the same, or of inspecting the accounts 
of the goods, wares, and merchandise, from time to time manufactured 
or made. And every owner or occupier of such building, machine, im
plement, or utensil, or person having the agency or superintendence of 
the same, who sball refuse to admit such officer, or to suffer him to exam
ine, measure, or describe the same, or to inspect said accounts, shall, for 
every such refusal, forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 16. And -be it furthP.r enacted, That any person who shall be 
convicted of wilfully taking a false oath or affirmation, in any of the cases 
in which an oath or affirmation is required to be taken in virtue of this 
act, shall be liable to the pains and penalties to which persons are liable 
for wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall, moreover, forfeit the sum of five 
hundred dollars. 

SEc. 17. And be it furtlter enacted, That no person who shall have refus
ed or neglected to comply with the provisions of this act, shall be entitled, 
while such refusal or neglect continues, to receive a license as aforesaid, 
or shall be entitled to credit for any internal duties whatever that may have 
accrued. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That every collector shall give 
receipts for all sums by him collected under this act. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That if it shall appear to the satis
faction of the c,1llector for the district that any owner, occupier, agent 
or superintendent as aforesaid, of any buildings, vessels or machines, 
implements or utensils as aforesaid, who shall have given bond agreeably 
to the second section of this act, and shall have ceased to use the same 
for one year, and made oath or affirmation thereof, to be lodged with said 
collector, hath acted agreeably to the condition of such bond, the collec
tor shall cause such bond to be delivered to said owner, occupier, agent 
or superintendent. 

SEc. 20. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several provisions of 
" An act making further provision for the collection of internal duties, 
and for the appointment and compensation of assessors," passed the se
cond of August, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall and are 
hereby declared to apply in full force to the duties laid by and to be col
lected under this act, the same as if such duties and this act were recog
nised therein, which said duties shall be collected by the same collectors, 
in the same manner, for the same commissions, and under the same 
directions, as are thereby established in relation to the other internal 
duties; and all the obligations, duties and penalties thereby imposed upon 
collectors are hereby imposed upon the collectors of the duties laid by 
this act. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors aforesaid, in their respective districts, and they are hereby 
authorized, to collect the duties imposed by this act, and to prosecute for 
the recovery of the same, and for the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act ; and all fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, which shall be incurred by force of this act, shall and may be 
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sued for and recovered in the name of the United States, or of the 
collector within whose district any such fine, penalty, or forfoiture, shall 
have been incurred, by bill, plaint, or information, one moiety thereof 
to the use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the 
use of the person, who, if a collector, shall first discover, if other than 
a collector, shall first inform, of the cause, matter or thing, whereby any 
such fine, penalty or forfeiture, shall have been incurred; and where the 
cause of action or complaint shall arise or accrue more than fifty miles 
distant from the nearest place by law established for the holding of a 
district court, within the district in which the same shall arise or accrue, 
such suit and recovery may be had before any court of the state, 
holden within the said district, having jurisdiction in like cases. 

SEc. 22. And be it furtliei· enacted, That the collector shall furnish 
one copy of this act to each person liable to pay a duty under the same, 
within the collection district, that may apply therefor, and shall advertise 
in a newspaper, or post up notices at the courthouses therein, of his 
instruction to furnish the same. 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That towards establishing an 
adequate revenue to provide for the payment of the expenses of govern
ment; for the punctual payment of the public debt, principal and interest, 
contracted and to be contracted, according to the terms of the contracts, 
respectively : and for creating an adequate sinking fund, gradually to 
reduce and eventually to extinguish, the public debt contracted and to be 
contracted, the rates and duties laid and imposed by this act shall continue 
to be laid, levied, and collected, during the present war between the 
United States and Great Britain,aud until the purposes aforesaid shall be 
completely accomplished. And for the effectual application of the reve
nue to be raised by and from the said duties to the purposes aforesaid, 
in due form of law, the faith of the United States is hereby pledged. 
Provided always, That whenever Congress shall deem it expedient to 
alter, reduce or change, the said duties, or either of them, it shall be law
ful so to do, upon providing and substituting by law at the same time, 
and for the same purposes, other duties, which shall be equally productive 
with the duties, so altered, reduced or changed. 

SEc. ~4. And be it further enacted, That so long as the duties, here
in imposed on each of the foregoing descriptions of goods, wares, and 
merchandise, shall continue to be laid, the duties at present payable on 
the like description of goods, wares and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, shall not be discontinued or diminished, and the faith of 
the United States is hereby pledged for the continuance of the same 
until this act shall be repealed. 

APPROVED, January 18, 1815. 

CHAP, XXIII.-.l!n Act to provide additional revenues for defraying lite expenses 
ef government, and maintaining t!te public credit, by laying duties on !touselw/d 
furniture, and on gold and silver watcltes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That there shall be and here
by is imposed an annual duty on all household furniture kept for use, the 
value of which, in any one family, with the exception of beds, bedding, 
kitchen furniture, family pictures, and articles made in the family from 
domestic materials, shall exceed two hundred dollars in money, accord- -
ing to the following scale : 

If not exceeding four hundred dollars, one dollar. 
If above four hundred and not exceeding six hundred dollars, one 

dollar and fifty cents. 
If above six hundred and not exceeding one thousand dollars, three 

dollars. 
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If above one thousand and not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars, six Specific arti-
dollars. cles taxed. 

If above fifteen hundred and not exceeding two thousand dollars, ten 
dollars. 

If above two thousand and not exceeding three thousand dollars, seven
teen dollars. 

If above three thousand and not exceeding four thousand dollars twenty-
eight dollars. ' 

If above four thousand and not exceedincr six thousand dollars forty-
five dollars. " ' 

If above six thousand and not exceeding nine thousand dollars, seventy
five dollars. 

If ~bove nine thousand dollars,one hundred dollars: which duty shall 
be paid by the owner of the said household furniture. 

That there shall be, and hereby is, likewise imposed an annual duty 
of two dollar8 on every gold watch kept for use, and of one dollar on 
every silver watch kept for use, which duty shall be paid by the owner 
thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever lists of property 
shall hereafter be taken in any collection district, under a general assess
ment therein by the assistant assessors, as required by the "Act for the 
assessment and collection of direct taxes, and internal duties," passed 
July the twenty-second, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, or by 
any other act, passed or to be passed, lists of the value of the household 
furniture, as classed by the first section of this act, with the number 
and description of watches, within such collection district, belonging to 
each person therein taxable as aforesaid, with the name of the owner or 
agent, shall be made out in writing by such person or his agent, and 
delivered to the assistant assessor, at the time of his application therefor, 
which shall be the same time as that prescribed in the act then in force, 
for the delivery of the lists therein required to be delivered; and the said 
assistant assessor is hereby empowered and directed to apply therefor at 
the dwelling of said person, or his agent, at the said time. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That, if any person or agent, as 
aforesaid, shall not be prepared to exhibit a written list when required, 
and shall consent to disclose the value of any and all the said household 
furniture, and the number of watches, as aforesaid, in such case it shall 
be the duty of the assistant assessor to make such list, which being dis-
tinctly read and assented to, shall be received as the list aforesaid of such 
person, and be certified as such by the said assistant assessor. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtltcr enacted, That if any such person or agent 
shall deliver or disclose to any assessor any false or fraudulent list, with 
intent to defeat or evade the purposes of this act, such person or agent 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, to be recovered in 
any court having competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That in case any person, whether 
owner or agent as aforesaid, shall be absent from his place of residence 
at the time an assistant assessor shall apply to receive the list of such 
person, it shall be the duty of such assessor, to leave at the house or 
place of residence of such person, a written note or memorandum, 
requiring him to present to such assessor the list aforesaid, within ten 
days from the date of such note or memorandum ; and if any person, 
on being notified or required as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to give 
such list as aforesaid, within such time, it shall be the duty of the said 
assessor, to make, according to the best information which he can obtain, 
such lists, which lists, so made and subscribed by such assessor, shall be 
received as the lists aforesaid of such person; and the person so failing 
or neglecting, unless in case of sickness or absence from home, shall, 
moreover, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars. 
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SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the several assistant asses
sors in each of the said collection districts shall deliver the lists aforesaid 
to the principal assessor, within the time prescri?ed by _the thirteenth 
section of the "Act for the assessment and collectwn of direct taxes and 
internal duties," passed twenty-second of .July, eighteen hundred and 
thirteen, for the delivery of the lists therein designated: Provided, That 
if the said time be altered by any act subsequently passed, such delivery 
shall be within the time last prescribed therefor. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the respective principal 
assessors shall make out, according to the lists received from the assistant 
assessors, a general list or lists of all persons taxab\e as aforesaid, speci
fyino- the name of the owner or agent, the valuation of the household 
furniture, with the number and description of the watches as aforesaid, 
and the duty payable on each; which list or lists shall be made out in 
alphabetical order, for each county or smaller division of a collection dis
trict, as may be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of the collectors of the 
direct taxes and internal duties, for the collection districts aforesaid, shall, 
within sixty days from the day on which the principal assessor shall have 
received the said lists from the assistant assessors, be furnished by the 
principal assessor with one or more of the lists prepared in conformity 
with the preceding section, by the principal assessor, signed and certified 
by him. And each collector, on receiving a list as aforesaid, shall sub
scribe three receipts; one of which shall be given on a full and correct 
copy of such list, which list and receipt shall remain with the principal 
assessor, and be open to the inspection of any person who may apply to 
inspect the same: and the other two receipts shall be given on aggregate 
statements of the lists aforesaid, exhibiting the gross amount of each of 
the aforesaid duties, to be collected in each county or state district con
tained in the collection district; one of which aggregate statements and 
receipts shall be transmitted to the commissioner of the revenue, and the 
other to the comptroller of the treasury. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That each of the said collectors, 
or his deputies, shall, within ten days after receiving his list agreeably to 
the" Act for the assessment and collection of direct taxes and internal 
duties," passed twenty-second [ of] .July, eighteen hundred and thirteen, 
or agreeably to any act subsequently passed or to be passed, advertise in 
one newspaper printed in his collection district, if any there be, and by 
notifications to be posted up in at least four public places in his collection 
district, that the said duties have become due and payable, and state the 
times and places at which he or they will attend to receive the same, 
which shall be within twenty days after such notification: and with respect 
to persons who shall not attend, according to such notification, it shall be 
the duty of each collector, in person or by deputy, to apply once at their 
respective dwellings within such district, and there demand the duties 
payable by such persons, which application shall be made within sixty 
days after the receipt of the said lists by the collector; and if the said duties 
shall not be then paid, or within twenty days thereafter, it shall be the 
duty of such collector and his deputies to proceed to collect the said 
duties, by distress and sale of the goods, chattels, or effects, of the persons 
delinquent; and in case of such distress, it shall be the duty of the offi
cer charged with the collection to make, or cause to be made, an account 
of the goods or chattels which may be distrained, a copy of which, signed 
by the officer making such distress, shall be left with the owner or 
possessor of such goods, chattels, or effects, or at his dwelling, with a 
note of the sum demanded, and the time and place of sale; and tbe said 
cfficer shall forthwith cause a notification to be publicly posted up at two 
of the taverns nearest to the residence of the person whose property shall 
be distrained, or of his agent, or at the courthouse of the same county, 
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if not more than ten miles distant, which notice shall specify the articles 
distrained, and the time or place proposed for the sale thereof; which 
time shall not be less than ten days from the date of such notification, 
and the place proposed for sale not more than five miles distant from the 
place of making such distress: Provided, That in any case of distress for 
the payment of the duties aforesaid, the goods, chattels, or effects so dis
trained, shall and may be restored to the owner or possessor, if, prior to 
the sale thereof, payment or tender thereof shall be made to the proper 
officer charged with the collection, of the full amount demanded, together 
with such fee for levying, and such sum for the necessary and reasonable 
expenses of removing and keeping the goods, chattels, or eflects, so dis
trained, as may be allowed in like cases by the laws or prnctice of the 
state or territory wherein the distress shall have been made ; but in case 
of non-payment or tender as aforesaid, the said officer shall proceed to 
sell the said goods, chattels, or effeGts, at public auction, and shall and 
may retain from the proceeds of such sales, the amount demandable for 
the use of the United States, with the necessary and reasonable expenses 
of distress and sale, and a commission of five per centum thereon for his 
own use, rendering the overplus, if any there be, to the person whose 
goods, chattels, or effects, shall have been distrained, or to his agent: 
Provided, That it shall not be lawful to make distress of the tools or im
plements of a trade or profession, beasts of the plough necessary for the 
cultivation of improved lands, arms, or apparel necessary for a family. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted,. That it shall be the duty of every 
owner, or his agent, of household furniture, or watches as aforesaid, 
within a collection district of any state in which said collection district 
lists of property shall not, under a general assessment therein, have been 
directed by law to be taken previously to the month of February in any 
year, by the assistant assessors, conformably to the act, entitled "An act 
for the assessment and collection of direct taxes and internal duties," 
passed the twenty-second of July, one thousand eight hundred and thir
teen; or to any act subsequently passed, to transmit during the said 
month of February in said year, to the principal assessor for the said col
lection district, a list in writing, stating the value of the household furni
ture, with the number and description of watches, owned or possessed by 
such person; on failure to do which, every such person, whether owner 
or agent, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars. And it 
shall be the duty of the principal assessor to cause a written or printed 
notice to be left, previous to the said month, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, at every inhabited house within the collection 
district, requiring every person to make out and render the lists annually 
as aforesaid. And it shall be the duty of the principal assessor, every year, 
within sixty days after the expiration of said month, to make out, and 
deliver to the collector, lists in the manner prescribed by the seventh and 
eighth sections of this act, and of the collector, thereupon to proceed in 
all respects as is required by the eighth and ninth sections of this act, in 
cases where lists as aforesaid shall have been taken by the assistant asses
sors, excepting so far as regards the times of paying the said duties, and 
of notifying and applying for the same, all of which shall be the same as 
those fixed in relation to the then existing direct tax becoming due. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the preceding 
section of this act, shall, under the penalty thereby provided, be observed 
in, and shall apply to the several collection districts within the territories, 
or districts, wherein no direct tax is laid, excepting that the collectors 
therein shall perform all the duties required thereby to be performed by 
the -principal assessors: Provided, That instead of the receipt of the 
collector, to the lists received from the principal assessor, the collector 
shall affix thereto a certificate, that the same is correct, and shall lodge 
with the marshal for the district, tho copy of the general list, which 
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would otherwise have remained with the principal assessor, which list 
shall remain with the marshal, and be open to the inspection of any 
person who may apply t'? in~pect the same: _And JJro?ided, That the_times 
for paying the said duties m such collect10n d1str~ct, and of notifymg 
and applying for the same, shall be t!1e s~me_ relatively to th~ date of 
such certificate, as in the other collection d1stncts they are reqmred to be 
relatively to the date of the collector's receipt. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That in case any person shall be 
the owner of household furniture, a part of which shall be in one house 
and a part in another, the valuation of each part thereof shall be distinctly 
made. 

SEc. 13. And be it fiu·tlwr enacted, That within the meaning of 
this act, household furniture shall be considered as including pictures, 
plate, clocks and time-pieces, (except watches) and as excluding books, 
maps, and philosophical apparatus. 

SEc.14. And be it further enacted, That the objects taxed as aforesaid 
which shall belong to any charitable, religious or literary institution, or 
which shall belong to the United States, or any state or territory, or shall 
be permanently or specially exempted from taxation, at the time of the 
passing of this act, by the laws of the state or territory wherein the same 
may be situate, shall be exempted from the aforesaid valuation and speci
fication and from the duties aforesaid. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That in cases in which it may 
be doubtful who is chargeable with the duties aforesaid, they shall be paid 
by the person in whose possession the articles taxed shall have been at 
the time of ascertaining the said duties, except where such person or his 
agent cannot, at the time of collecting the same, be found within the 
collection district in which they were ascertained, in which case they 
shall be paid by the person then in possession of such articles. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That in case any errors shall 
be committed in collecting, making out, or rendering the lists afore
said by the assistant or principal assessors, or the collectors, the same 
may and shall be corrected in such way and within such time as shall be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEc. 17. And be it fiirthcr enacted, That every collector shall give 
receipts for all sums by him collected under this act, which shall specify 
the value of the household furniture, with the number and description of 
watches, for which a duty shall have been paid. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That the forms of lists and notifica
tions required by this act, shall be prescribed by the Treasury Department. 

SEc. 19. And be itfurther enacted, That if any person shall forcibly 
obstruct or hinder any officer in the execution of this act, or of any of 
the powers or authorities hereby vested in him, the person so offending 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred dollars. 

SEc. 20. And be it furtltcr enacted, That any assistant assessor who 
shall wilfully neglect or fail to perform any of the duties herein required 
to be performed, shall, for every such neglect or failure, forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars: and any principal assessor or 
collector who shall wilfully fail or neglect to perform any of the duties 
herein required to be performed by him, shall for every such neglect or 
failure, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That for performing the duties 
herein required, there shall be annually allowed and paid to each princi
pal assessor at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents for every thousand 
persons in his collection district, according to the previous census ; to 
each collector in districts in which the direct tax is not laid, there shall 
be annually allowed and paid at the same rate; and to each assistant 
assessor, where the lists aforesaid shall be taken, there shall be allowed 
and paid f:r taking the same, at the rate of five dollars for every hundred 
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lists delivei:ed to the principal assessor, each of which lists shall contain 
the several objects herein taxed; besides which there shall be allowed and 
paid to each principal assessor or collector, for collection districts in 
which lists as aforesaid, under a general assessment therein, shall not be 
made by the assistant assessors, five dollars for every thousand persons in 
his collection district, according to the previous census, for delivering 
the notices required to be left in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, at each inhabited house: Provided, That no additional allow
ance shall be made to the said officers for any contingent expenses, other 
than for advertising, printing, and paper, that may be incurred by them 
in the discharge of the duties hereby required to be performed, for the 
payment of which allowances, as well as those hereinafter authorized, 
seventy thousand dollars, to be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, are hereby annually appropriated. 

SEC. 22. And be it further enacted, That in cases where persons can
not be found to serve as principal or assistant assessors for the foregoing 
compensation, the President of the United States is hereby empowered 
to make an additional allowance: Provided, That the whole sum so allowed 
shall not, in any one year, exceed ten thousand doJlars. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the several provisions of" An 
act making further provision for the collection of internal duties, and for 
the appointment and compensation of assessors, passed the second of 
Angust, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall and are hereby 
declared to apply in full force to the duties laid by, and to be collected 
under this act, the same as if such duties and this act were recognised 
therein; which said duties shall be collected by the same collectors, in 
the same manner, for the same commissions, and under the same direc
tions, as are thereby established in relation to the other internal duties ; 
and all the obligations, duties, and penalties, thereby imposed upon col
lectors, are hereby imposed upon the collectors of the duties laid by 
this act. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors aforesaid, in their respective districts, and they are hereby au
thorized, to collect the duties imposed by this act, and to prosecute for 
the recovery of the same, and for the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act. And all fines, penalties, and for
feitures, which shall be incurred by force of this act, shaJI and may be 
sued for and recovered in the name of the United States, or of the col
lector within whose district any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, shall have 
been incurred, by bill, plaint, or information, one moiety thereof to the 
use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the use of 
the person who, if a collector, shall first discover, if other than a collec
tor, shall first inform, of the cause, matter, or thing, whereby any 
such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been incurred; and where 
the cause of action or complaint shall arise or accrue more than fifty 
miles distant from the nearest place by law established for the hold
ing of a district court within the district in which the same shall arise or 
accrue, such suit and recovery may be had before any court of the state, 
holden within the said district having jurisdiction in like cases. 

SEc. 25. And be it further enacted, That towards establishing an 
adequate revenue to provide for the payment of the expenses of govern
ment; for the punctual payment of the public debt, principal and interest, 
contracted and to be contracted, according to the terms of the contracts 
respectively; and for creating an adequate sinking fond, gradually to 
reduce and eventually to extinguish the public debt, contracted and to be 
contracted, the duties laid and imposed by this act shall continue to be 
laid, levied, and collected, during the present war between the United 
States and Great Britain, and until the pnrposes aforesaid shall be com
pletely accomplished. And for the effectual applic,ati·m of thr revenue 
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to be raised by and from the sai~ duties to t~e purposes aforesaid, in ?ue 
form of law the faith of the Umted States 1s hereby pledged: Provided 
always, Th;t whenever Congr~ss shall deem i~ expedient to alter, reduce, 
or change the said duties, or _either of them, 1t shall be_ lawful so to do, 
upon providing and substitutrng, by law, at the same time and for the 
same purposes, other duties which shall h11 equally productive with the 
duties so altered, reduced, or changed. 

APPROVED, January 18, 1815. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.!ln .!let supplementary to the act, entitled" .!ln act providing j& 
the indemnification ef certain claimants ef public lands in the Mississippi terri
tory." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to appoint three fit and disinterested persons, 
to be and act as commissioners, by virtue of an act, entitled "An act 
providing for the indemnification of certain claimants of public lands in 
the Mississippi territory," in the place of the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the attorney general of the United States, 
for the time being; and the said persons are hereby constituted and 
appointed a board of commissioners, any two of whom may act as 
a quorum, as in and by the act aforesaid is provided. Which board is 
hereby declared to be intended to effect the same purposes and services 
as the said original board; and is, in every respect, substituted for the 
same ; and is hereby authorized to execute all the powers granted to, and 
directed to perform all the duties enjoined upon, the said original board 
of commissioners, according to the intent and provisions of the act 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners to be ap, 
pointed in pursuance of this act, shall meet at some suitable place within 
the District of Columbia, on the fourth Monday of January current, or as 
soon thereafter as may be, to enter on the duties assigned them. And 
that they shall proceed therein, as expeditiously as may be, and from 
time to time shall certify and report to the President of the United States, 
as to the sufficiency of the releases that shall have been made, and the 
claims they shall have finally adjudged and allowed, agreeably to the 
third section of the act to which this act is supplementary. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That each of the said commis
sioners, before they proceed to execute their duties as such, shall take 
the following oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, A B, do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that I am not interested in the event of any decision that may 
be made hy this board of commissioners, and that I will faithfully and 
impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me as a 
member thereof: and will adjudge and determine all the matters, claim~, 
and controversies, subject to the adjudication and determination of this 
board, according to the best of my abilities, agreeably to the laws of the 
United States, and the principles of justice and equity." 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said board of commis
sioners shall have power and authority to appoint a secretary, whose duty 
it shall be to receive, file, and preserve, the papers, documents, and claims, 
that may be presP-nted to, and received by said board of commissioners, 
and to enter and record all the orders, proceedings, judgments, and de
terminations, of said board of commissioners. And one of said com
missioners· shall administer an oath to such secretary for the faithful 
discharge of his duty. And there shall he allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the United States, to each of the said commissioners, as well 
as to the secretary by them to be appointed, as a compensation for their 
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respective services under this act, and in full for the same, the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That further time be, and hereby 
is allowed to deposit in the office of the Secretary of State, releases to 
the United States of claims, under the act or pretended act of the state 
of Georgia, passed on the seventh day of January, seventeen hundred 
and ninety-five, and assignments of rights or claims to moneys paid into 
the treasury of the state of Georgia, and power to sue therefor; and also 
for recording in the office of the Secretary of State, any deed or evidence 
of any title or claim that hath been released to the United States, or that 
shall be released on or before the day hereby appointed, to wit: the third 
Monday in March next. And so much of the act of Congress, passed 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three, entitled 
"An act regulating the grants of lands of the United States, south of 
the state of Tennessee," and so much of the act to which this is supple
mentary as exclude claimants from recording their claims after the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and four, be, and the same 
are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners be, and 
hereby are authorized and empowered to consider and determine all 
claims, that shall have been duly released to the United States, on or 
before the said third Monday of March, which may be made and pre
ferred by assignees of bankrupts, or executors or administrators on estates 
of deceased persons, which may be insolvent and subject to distribution 
among the creditors of the persons so deceased. 

APPROVED, January 23, 1815. 

C11AP. XXV.-An Act to authorize the President ef the United States to accept 
the services if state troops and ,f volunteers. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and ]louse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized and required to receive 
into the service of the United States any corps of troops which may 
have been or may be raised, organized and officered under the authority of 
any of the states, whose term of service shall not be less than twelve 
months, which corps, when received into the service of the United States, 
shall be subjected to the rules and articles of war, and employed in the 
state raising the same, or in an adjoining state, and not elsewhere, except 
with the assent of the executive of the state so raising the same: Provided, 
That the said corps shall not contain in the whole, exclusive of officers, 
more than forty thousand men; and that the number to be received in 
any state shall not exceed the number hereby apportioned to such state; 
that is to say: In New Hampshire, one thousand three hundred and 
eicrhteen. In Massachusetts, four thousand three hundred and ninety
fiv~. In Vermont, one thousand three hundred and eighteen. In 
Rhode Island, four hundred and forty. In Connecticut, one thousand 
five hundred and forty. In New York, five thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-three. In New Jersey, one thousand three hundred and eighteen. 
In Pennsylvania, five thousand and fifty-five. In Delaware, four hundred 
and forty. In Maryland, one thousand nine hundred and eighty. In 
Virginia, five thousand and fifty-five. In North Carolina, two thous~nd 
eight hundred and fifty-eight. In South Carolina, one thousand nme 
hundred and eighty. In Georgia, one thousand three hundred and eighteen. 
In Kentucky, two thousand one hundred and ninety-six. In Ohio, one 
thousand three hundred and eighteen. In Tennessee, one thousand three 
hundred and eighteen. In Louisiana, two hundred and twenty. And 
be it further provided, That in case the President of the United States 
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shall hereafter call on the executives of the several states, to hold in readi
ness their respective quotas of militia for service, he shall consider the 
corps of state troops raised in any state, as part of the quota of such state. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enaciP,d, That the corps as aforesaid, accepted 
under this act, shall be armed and equipped at the expense of the United 
States, and shall be entitled to the same pay, clothing, rations, forage, and 
emoluments of every kind, and (bounty excepted) to the same benefits 
and allowances, as the regular troops of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to receive into the service of the 
United States, any volunteers who may offer their services, to be organized in 
conformity to the laws respecting the organization of the military estab
lishment of the United States: Provided, That the whole number of 
such volunteers, who may be in service at any one time, exclusive of 
officers, shall not exceed forty thousand men. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers of the said 
volunteers shall be commissioned by the President of the United States, 
and while in actual service the said volunteers shall be entitled to the 
same pay, rations, forage, and emoluments of every kind, and (bounty 
excepted) to the same benefits and allowances as the regular troops 
of the United States, and shall be subject to the rules and articles of 
war. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers may, at 
their option, be armed and equipped by the United States, or at their 
own expense; and in case they arm and equip themselves to the satisfac
tion of the President of the United States, they shall each be entitled to 
receive six and one quarter cents per day, while in actual service, for the 
use and risk of such arms and equipments: Provided, That the com
pensation thus allowed shall not in any case exceed twenty-four dollars: 
And provided also, That no rifle shall be received into the service of the 
United States, whose calibre shall be formed to carry a ball of a smaller 
size than at the rate of seventy balls to a pound weight. 

SEc, 6, And be it furtlter enacted, That the said volunteers, if employ
ed in service for a term of not less than twelve months, may, at their 
option, be clothed at their own expense or by the United States ; and in 
case they furnish their own clothing, they shall be entitled to receive in 
money a sum equal to the cost of the clothing allowed to the regular 
troops of the United States. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever any non-commis
sioned officer, musician or private, having served in any of the corps 
of state troops or volunteers, raised by virtue of this act, during two 
years, or who, having engaged to serve two years, shall have been 
discharged in consequence of the termination of the present war, shall 
have obtained from the commanding officer of his company, battalion, or 
regiment, a certificate that he had faithfully performed his duty whilst in 
service, he shall be allowed, in addition to the emolument allowed in this 
act, one hundred and sixty acres of land : and the widow and children, 
and if there be no widow or child, then the parents of such non-com
missioned officers,musicians and privates, as may have engaged for a 
term of service not less than two years, and who may be killed in action 
or die in the service, shall likewise be allowed the said quantity of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, which shall be surveyed and granted in 
the manner provided by the act entitled " An act to provide for the 
designating, surveying and granting the military bounty lands." 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That the appointment of the officers 
of the said volunteers, if received into the service of the United States for 
the term of twelve months, or for a longer term,shall be submitted to the 
Senate for their advice and consent, at their next session, after commis
sions for the same shall have been issued. 
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SEc. 9. And be it furtlwr enacted, That if the whole number of forty 
thousand men authorized by the first section of this act shall not be 
furnished by the states, it shall be lawful for the President 'or the United 
States to supply the deficiency, by accepting the services of volunteers to 
the number of such deficiency; Provided, That the whole number of 
state troops and volunteers together accepted under the provisions of this 
act, shall not exceed eighty thousand men. 

_SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the expenses incurred under 
this act shall be defrayed out of the appropriations which are or which 
may be authorized for defraying the expense of calling out the militia for 
the defence of the United States 

APPROVED, January 27, 1815. 

CHAP. XXVII.-.Bn Act to authorize the purchase of the library of Thomas 
J ejferson, late President ef the Uniteil States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ·House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to cause to be paid 
to the joint library committee of Congress, or their order, the sum of 
twenty-three thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars, in Treasury notes 
of the issue ordered by the law of the fourth of March, one thousand eight 
~undred and fourteen; to be by them applied to the purchase of the 
library of Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United States, for the 
use of Congress. 

APPROVED, January 30, 1815. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.Bn Act to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Tlouse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for any 
collector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector of the customs, as well in 
an adjoining district, as that to which he belongs, to enter on board, 
search, and examine any ship, vessel, boat, or raft, and if he shall find 
on board the same any goods, wares, or merchandise, which he shall 
have probable cause to believe are subject to duty, the payment of which 
is intended to be evaded, or have been imported into the United States 
in any manner contrary to law, it shall be his duty to seize and secure the 
same for trial. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any col
lector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector of the customs, as well in any 
adjoining district, as that to which he belongs, to stop, search, and exam
ine any carriage or vehicle of any kind whatsoever, and to stop any person 
travelling on foot, or beast of burden, on which he shall suspect there are 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, which are subject to duty, or which 
shall have been introduced into the United States in any manner contrary 
to law; and if such officer shall find any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
on any such carriage, vehicle, person travelling on foot, or beasts of 
burden, which he shall have probable cause to believe are subject to duty, 
or have been unlawfully introduced into the United States, he shall seize 
and secure the same for trial. And if any of the said officers of the 
customs shall suspect that any goods, wares, or merchandise, which are 
subject to duty, or which shall have been introduced into the United States, 
contrary to law, are concealed in any particular dwelling house, store, or 
other building, he shall, upon proper application, on oath, to any judge 
or justice of the peace, be entitled to a warrant, directed to such officer, 

195 

Deficiency of 
state troops to 
be furnished by 
the acceptance 
of the service 
of volunteers. 

Expenses un ... 
dcr this act, 
how to be de
frayed. 

STATUTE III. 

Jan. 30, 1815. 

Library of 
Thomas J effer
son to be pur
chased. 

STATUTE Ill. 

.Feb. 4, 181'>. 

Custom-house 
officers author
ized to enter on 
board vessels in 
adjoining dis
tricts, as well as 
their own, to 
seize dutiable 
articles. 

And to stop, 
in adjoining dis
tricts,carriages, 
&c., destined to 
the dominions 
of the enemy. 

Goods forfeit
ed which are 
illegally 
brought from 
the possessions 
of the enemy. 

Officers allow
ed to search in 
the day time 
only, for pro
hibited articles 
supposed to be 
concealed. 



196 

Forfeitures 
and penalties 
for attempting 
to transport 
goods, &c., to 
the enemy. 

Proviso. 

Collectors, 
&c., authorized 
to stop the 
transportation 
of goods, &c., 
destined for the 
enemy,&c. 

THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. SEss. III. CH. 31. 1815. 

who is hereby authorized to serve the same, to enter such house, store, 
or other building, in the day time only, and there to search and examine 
whether there are any such goods, wares, or merchandise which are sub
ject to duty, or have been unlawfully imported; and if on such search or 
examination, any such goods, wares, or merchandise, s~all be found, which 
there shall be probable cause, for the officer makmg such search or 
examination, to believe are subject to duty, or have been unlawfully 
introduced into the United States, he shall seize and secure the same for 
trial. 

SEC. 3. Andbeitfurtlier enacted, That if any citizen or citizens of the 
United States, or any person or persons inhabiting the same, shall trans
port, or attempt to transport, over land, or by water, in whatsoever way, or 
by whatsoever means, naval or military stores, arms, or munitions of war, 
cattle, live stock, any articles of provisions, cotton, tobacco, goods, money, 
or supplies of any kind, from any place in the United States, to any of the 
provinces or territory belonging to the enemy, or of which they may be in 
possession, such naval or military stores, arms, or the munitions of war, cat
tle, live stock, articles of provisions,cotton, tobacco, goods, money, or other 
supplies, together with the carriage or wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, 
raft, or vehicle, of whatsoever kind, or horse, or other beast, by which 
they, or any of them, are transported, or attempted to be transported, 
shall be forfeited to the use of the United States, and the person or 
persons so offending or aiding, or privy to the same, shall forfeit and pay, 
to the use of the United States, a sum equal in value to the said enu
merated articles, or other supplies, forfeited as aforesaid, as well as of 
the carriage, wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, raft, or other vehicle, or 
beast used to transport the same ; and the said citizens and persons so 
offending, their aiders and abettors, and also the owner or owners, of any 
of the said enumerated articles, or other supplies, knowing of such ille
gal act, and the owner or owners of the carriage, wagon, cart, sleigh, 
vessel, boat, raft, or other vehicle, or beast used with hi,s, or her, or their 
knowledge and consent, to transport the same, shall, moreover, be con
sidered as guilty of a misdemeanor, and be liable to be fined, in any snm 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisoned for a term not ex
ceeding three years : Provided, That nothing herein shall be construed 
to prohibit any transportation, for the use or account of the United States, 
or any of them, or the supply of their troops or armies, wheresoever 
they may be. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every collector, naval offi
cer, surveyor, and inspector of the customs, shall, on probable cause, 
have full power and authority to seize, stop, search for, detain, and keep 
in custody, until it shall have been ascertained whether the same shall 
have been forfeited or not, all naval or military stores, arms, or the muni
tions of war, cattle, live stock, articles of provisions, cotton, tobacco, 
goods, money, or other supplies, transported, or attempted to be trans
ported, contrary to the provisions of the next preceding sectioi1 of this 
act, as well as the carriage, wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, raft, or 
other vehicle or vehicles, beast or beasts, used to transport the same. 
And if the officers authorized as aforesaid, or any of them, shall have 
probable cause to suspect a concealment in any particular dwelling-house, 
store, or building, of any naval or military stores, arms, or munitions of 
war, cattle, Jive stock, articles of provisions, cotton, tobacco, goods, money, 
or other supplies, with intent to be conveyed or transported, contrary to 
the provisions of the next preceding section of this act, they, or either 
of them, shall upon proper application, supported by oath or affirmation, 
to any judge or justice of the peace, be entitled to a warrant, directed to 
such officer, who is hereby authorized to serve the same, to enter such 
dwelling-house, store, or other building, in day time only, and there to 
search for such said enumerated articles or other supplies, as aforesaid; 
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and in case any be found, to seize, detain, and keep in custody, until it 
shall have been ascertained whether the same have been forfeited or not; 
and if such unlawful intent exist, as aforesaid, any judge or justice, act
ing upon probable cause as aforesaid, is hereby authorized and required, 
on the owner or owners of such enumerated articles, or other supplies, 
being brought on due process before him, to hold him or them to secu
rity in a sufficient sum, with sufficient bail for his, or their good beha
viour, as a person or persons suspected, upon probable cause as afore
said, of carrying on trade or intercourse with the enemy; the said autho
rity to bind to good behaviour, to extend also to the persons having the 
custody or charge of such prohibited articles or other supplies, with 
knowledge of the criminal intention to transport them as aforesaid; Pro
vided always, That the necessity of a search warrant arising under this 
act, shall in no case be considered as applicable to any carriage, wagon, 
cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, or other vehicle, of whatever form or construc
tion, employed as a medium of transportation, or to packages, on any 
animal or animals, or carried by man on foot. And provided also, That 
all the said enumerated articles, or other supplies which shall be seized 
by virtue of this act, shall be put into and remain in the custody of the 
collector, or such other person as he shall appoint for that purpose, until 
it shall have been ascertained whether the same have been forfeited or 
not. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every collector of the cus
toms shall have authority, with the approbation of the principal officer of 
the Treasury Department, to employ within his district such number of 
proper persons, as inspectors of the customs, as he shall judge necessary, 
who are hereby declared to be officers of the customs; and the said in
spectors, before they enter on the duties of their offices, shall take and 
subscribe, before the collectors appointing them, or before some magis
trate within their respective districts, authorized by Jaw to administer 
oaths, the following oath or affirmation, to wit: "I , having been 
appointed an inspector of the customs, within and for the district of 

, do solemnly, -sincerely, and truly swear or affirm, (as the case may 
be,) that I will diligently and faithfully execute the duties cf the said 
office of inspector, and will use my best endeavours to prevent and de
tect frauds and violations against the laws of the United States; I further 
swear or affirm, that I will support the constitution of the United 
States." 

SEc. 6. And be it further enar;tP,d, That any collector, naval officer, 
surveyor, or inspector, when proceeding to make any search or seizure 
authorized by this act, shall be, and is hereby empowered to command 
any person who shall be within ten miles of the place where such search 
or seizure shall be made, to aid and assist such officer in the discharge 
and performance of his duty therein, and if any person, being so com
manded, shall neglect or refuse to aid and assist such officer in making 
such search or seizure, the person so neglecting or refusing shall forfeit 
and pay a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, and not less than fifty 
dollars. And such officer may also demand, in cases of resistance, the 
assistance of the marshal of the district, or any of his deputies, who 
shall call upon the posse of the district, if necessary, in his or their judg
ment, to render effectual the execution of this act, and all citizens or 
inhabitants of the district, above the age of eighteen years, and able to 
travel, who refuse or neglect, on proper notice from the marshal or any 
of his deputies, to join such posse, shall be considered guilty of a mis
demeanor, and be liable to be fined in any sum not exceeding three hun
dred dollars, and be imprisoned for any term not exceeding three months. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the forfeitures and penalties 
mentioned in this act, shall be sued for, prosecuted, and rec,JVered, or 
inflicted by action of deb,, or by inf mnation or indictment, in any court 
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competent to take cognisance thereof, and ~ry the sam_e, and that all for
feitures and penalties so recovered by virtue of this act, shall, after 
deducting all proper costs and charge_s, be disposed of as f~llo~vs: one 
moiety shall be for the use of the Umted States, and be paid mto the 
treasury thereof, by the collector recovering the same; the other moiety 
shall be divided between, and paid in equal proportions to the collector 
and naval officer of the district, and surveyor of the port, wherein the 
same shall have been incurred, or to such of the said officers as there 
may be in the said district; and in districts where only one of the afore
said offices shall have been establ_ished, the said moiety shall be given 
to such officer: Provided, That where the seizure shall have been made 
by any inspector or inspectors, out of the presence of the collector, 
naval officer, or surveyor, such inspector or inspectors shall be entitled, 
in addition to such other compensation as may be allowed them, to twenty
five per cent. on the moiety herein given to the collector, naval officer, 
and surveyor, as aforesaid, or to either of them: And provided also, 
That in all cases where such penalties and forfeitures shall be recovered, 
in pursuance of information given to such collector, naval officer, or 
surveyor, by any private informer, the one half of such moiety shall be 
given to such informer, and the remainder thereof shall be disposed of 
between the collector, naval officer, and surveyor, in manner aforesaid, 
and the same allowance of twenty-five per cent. to inspectors, when the 
seizure is made by them as aforesaid: And provided likewise, That 
whenever the value of the property seized, condemned, and sold, under 
this act, shall be less than two hundred and fifty dollars, that part of. the 
forfeiture which accrues to the United States, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, shall be applied to the payment of the costs of prosecution: 
And it is further provided, That if any .officer or other person, entitled 
to a part or share of any of the penalties or forfeitures incurred in virtue 
of this act, shall be necessary as a witness, on the trial for such penalty 
or forfeiture, such officer or other person may be a witness upon the said 
trial, but in such case, he shall not receive, or be entitled to, any part or 
share of the said penalty or forfeiture, and the part or share to which he 
otherwise would have been entitled, shall revert to the United States. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any suit or prosecution be 
commenced in any state court, against any collector, naval officer, sur
veyor, inspector, or any other officer, civil or military, or any other person 
aiding or assisting, agreeable to the provisions of this act, or under colour 
thereof, for any thing done, or omitted to be done, as an officer of the 
customs, or for any thing done by virtue of this act or under colour thereof, 
and the defendant shall, at the time of entering his appearance in such 
court, file a petition for the removal of the cause for trial at the next cir
cuit court of the United States to be holden in the district where the suit 
is pending, and offer good and sufficient surety for his entering in such 
court, on the first day of its session, copies of said process against him, 
and also for his there appearing at the court and entering special bail in 
the cause, if special bail was originally required therein, it shall then be 
the duty of the state court to accept the surety, and proceed no further 
in the cause, and the bail that shall have been originally taken, shall be 
discharged; and such copies being entered as aforesaid in such court of 
the United States, the cause shall there proceed in the same manner as 
if it had been brought there by original process, whatever may be the 
amount of the sum in dispute or damages claimed, or whatever the citi
zenship of the parties, any former law to the contrary notwithstanding; 
and any attachment of the goods or estate of the defendant, by the ori
ginal process, shall hold the goods or estate so attached to answer the 
final judgment, in the same manner as by the laws of such state they 
would have been holden to answer final judgment, had it been rendered 
by the court in which the suit was commenced. And it shall be lawful 
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in any action or prosecution which may be now pending, or hereafter 
commenced, before any state court whatever, for any thing done, or omit
ted to be done, by the defendant, as an inspector or other officer of the 
customs, after final judgment, for either party to remove and transfer, by 
appeal, such decision, during the session or term of said court, at which 
the same shall have taken place, from such court to the next circuit court 
of the United States, to be held in the district in which such appeal shall 
be taken in manner aforesaid; and it shall be the duty of the person taking 
such appeal, to produce and enter in the said circuit court attested copies of 
the process, proceedings, and judgment in such cause; and it shall also be 
competent for either party within six months of the rendition of a judgment 
in any such cause, by writ of error or other process to remove the same to 
the circuit court of the United States of that district in which such judg
ment shall have been rendered, and the said circuit court shall thereupon 
proceed to try and determine the facts and the law in such action, in the 
same manner as if the same had been there originally commenced; the 
judgment in such case notwithstanding. And any bail which may have 
been taken, or property attached, shall be holden on the final judgment 
of the said circuit court in such action, in the same manner as if no such 
removal and transfer had been made as aforesaid; and the state court 
from which any such action may be removed and transferred as aforesaid, 
upon the party's giving good and sufficient security for the prosecution 
thereof, shall allow the same to be removed and transferred, and proceed 
no further in the case: Provided however, That if the party aforesaid shall 
fail 'duly to enter the removal and transfer as aforesaid in the circuit court, 
agreeable to this act, the state court, by which judgment shall have been 
rendered, and from which the transfer and removal shall have been made 
as aforesaid, shall be authorized, on motion for that purpose, to issue exe
cution, and to carry into effect any such judgment, the same as if no 
such remrwal and transfer had been made: Provided nevertheless, That 
this act shall not be construed to ?pply to any prosecution for an offence 
involving corporal punishment. And provirlcd also, That no such appeal 
shall be allowed in any criminal action or prosecution, where final judg
ment shall have been rendered in favour of the defendant, or respondent, 
by the state court; and in any action or prosecution against any person 
as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such person to plead the general issue, 
and give this act and any special matter in evidence. And if in any such 
snit the plaintiff is non-suit, or judgment pass against him, the defendant 
shall recover double costs. 

SEc. 9. Anrl be it further enacted, That in any suit or prosecution 
against any person, for any act or thing done as an officer of the customs, 
or any person aiding or assisting such officer therein, and judgment shall 
be given against the defendant or respondent, if it shall appear to the 
court, before which such suit or prosecution shall be tried, that there was 
probable cause for doing such an act or thing, such court shall order a 
proper certificate or entry to be made thereof, and in such case the de
fendant or respondent slnll not be liable for costs, nor shall he be liable 
to execution, or to any action for damages, or to any other mode of pro
secution for the act done by him as aforesaid: Provided, That such pro
perty or articles as may be held in custody by the defendant, if any, be, 
after judgment, forthwith returned to the claimant or claimants, his, her, 
or their, agent or agents. 

SEc. 10. And be it furtlier enacted, That no citizen or person usually 
residing within the United States, shall be permitted to cross the frontier 
into any of the provinces or territory belonging to the enemy, or of 
which he may be possessed, without a passport first obtained from the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, or other officer, civil or mili
tary, authorized by the President of the United States, to grant the same, 
or from the governor of a state or territory; nor shall any citizen, or 
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person residing as aforesaid, of his own accord, upon any pretence what
soever, be permitted, without such passport, to go on board of any of the 
ships, or vessels, or boats, of the enemy, on the lakes, along the seaboard, 
or elsewhere within the bays, sounds, rivers, or waters of the United 
States, or to hold any intercourse with such enemy, or with any officer 
thereof; nor shall any citizen or person residing as aforesaid, be per
mitted, without such passport, to visit or go to any camp of the enemy 
established within the limits of the United States, or elsewhere, or to hold 
any intercourse with the same, or with any officer belonging thereto; 
and whosoever shall voluntarily offend against any of the prohibitions 
aforesaid, mentioned in this section, shall be considered guilty of a mis
demeanor, and be liable to be fined in any sum not exceeding one thou
sand dollars, and to imprisonment for any term not exceeding three years. 
And every person coming from any of the enemy's provinces or territory, 
into the United States, shall report himself forthwith, or as soon as prac
ticable thereafter, to the military commander, or to the collector, or other 
chief officer of the customs, where there may be no collector, of the dis
trict within which he may first arrive; upon pain, wherever the same is 
omitted, of being liable to the same prosecution and punishment, as is 
above provided in cases of unlawful intercourse with the enemy, without 
the authority of a passport. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons found 
hovering upon the frontier, near any of the provinces or territory belong
ing to the enemy, or of which he may be possessed, or travelling towards 
and near the same, at a distance from his or their usual place of abode 
or residence, and without any lawful business requiring his or their at
tendance there, and without a passport, shall be liable to be held to 
security for his or their good behaviour, in the manner pointed out in the 
fourth section of this act, as a person or persons suspected, upon proba
ble cause, of being engaged in unlawful trade or intercourse with the 
enemy: Provided always, That nothing contained in any part of this act 
shall be construed to alter, in any respect, the law of treason. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, or such other person as he shall have em
powered for that purpose, to employ, under proper instructions to be by 
him given, in cases of resistance, such part of the land and naval forces 
of the United States, or of the militia thereof, as shall be judged neces
sary, for the purpose of aiding and co-operating with the officers of the 
customs, and all other civil magistrates, in seizing and securing persons 
engaged, or suspected, upon probable cause as aforesaid, to be engaged, 
in unlawful trade or intercourse with the enemy as aforesaid, together 
with the articles or supplies, or vessels, boats, vehicles, or animals, em
ployed as aforesaid, in such trade or intercourse, and searching for and 
seizing any property subject to duty, or which has been unlawfully im
ported. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in force 
during the continuance of the present war between the United States 
and Great Britain, and no longer ; Provided, That the termination of said 
war shall not be construed to stop or annul any proceedings that may 
theretofore have been commenced, or concluded, or in any way destroy 
or impair any rights or privileges accruing under, secured, or given, by 
virtue cf this act, but as applicable to any transaction prior thereto, the 
same proceedings shall and may be had, as though this act were in full 
force. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1815. 
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CHAP. XXXIl.-..in .!l.ct swpplcmentary to the act, entitled "..in act to amend tl,e 
act laying duties on licenses to retailers ef wines, spi,rituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States ·of America, in Congress assembled, That the fourth sec
tion of the act, entitled" An act to amend the act laying duties on licenses 
to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise, and for 
other purposes," shall be construed to extend to and include any still, or 
boiler, or other vessel, used in distillation, burnt, or otherwise destroyed, 
whether the burning or destruction shall have taken place before or since 
the passage of the above recited act. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1815. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-..in .Ii.ct attaching to the Canton district, in the state ef Ohio, the 
tract ef land lying between the Joot ef the rapids ef the Miami ef Lake Erie, 
and the Connecticut western reserve. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That all that tract of land 
lying between the foot of the rapids of the river Miami of Lake Erie 
and the western line of the Connecticut reserve, in the state of Ohio, 
which was ceded to the United States by certain tribes of Indians, at a 
trea4' concluded at Brownstown, in the Michigan territory, on the twen
ty-fifth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and eight, shall 
be attached to, and made a part of, the district of Canton. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in surveying and dividing the 
lands by this act attached to the district of Canton, the ordinary mode of 
surveying the public lands shall be so far deviated from that the boundary 
lines of the tracts to be laid off therein shall be run parallel to, and at 
right angles with, the road laid out in conformity with the said treaty, and 
in every other respect the surveys shall be made in the same manner, and 
for the same compensation allowed for the surveying the other public 
lands north-west of the river Ohio. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the lands by tnis act attach
ed to the district of Canton, shall be offered for sale to the highest bid
der, under the direction of the register of the land office and the receiver 
of public moneys of the said district, at such time and place as the President 
of the United States shall designate by proclamation for that purpose; and 
the sales shall remain open one week and no longer; and the said lands 
shall in every respect be sold on the same terms and conditions as have 
been provided for the sale of other lands of the United States. All the 
lands in the said tract remaining unsold at the close of the said sales 
may be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land office of 
the said district, on the same terms and conditions, as are provided for 
the sale of other public lands in the same district; and patents shall be 
obtained in the same manner as in case of other lands of the United 
States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid register and 
receiver of public moneys shall each receive four dollars p!)r day for each 
day's attendance on the public sales directed by this act. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1815. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-.On Act for giving further time to the purchasers ef public 
lands to complete their payments. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congrr-ss assembled, That every person who, after 
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the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and ten, and prior to 
the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, had pur
chased any tract or tracts of land of the United States, not exceeding in 
the whole six hundred and forty acres, at any of the land offices of the 
United States, and whose lands have not already been actually sold or 
reverted to the United States, for non-payment of part of the purchase 
money, shall be, and they hereby are allowed the further time of three 
years, from and after the expiration of the period already given by law 
for completing the payment of the purchase money aforesaid; which 
further time of three years shall be allowed only on the following con
ditions: first, all arrears of interest on the purchase money shall be paid 
on or before the expiration of the time for completing the payment of 
the purchase money according to former laws: Provided, That in all 
cases in which the time for completing the payment of the purchase 
money may have expired, or shall expire before the first day of June 
next, the interest may be paid on or before that day: second, the residue 
of the sum due on account of the principal of such purchase shall be 
paid, with interest thereon, in three equal annual payments, as follows, 
viz: one third of the said sum, with the interest due thereon, within one 
year; one third of the said sum, with the interest due thereon within 
two years, and the residue, with the interest due thereon, within three 
years after the expiration of the time for completing the payments on 
such purchases according to law. And in case of failure to pay the 
arrears of interest, or any of the three instalments of principal, with the 
accruing interest, at the time above-mentioned, the tract of land shall be 
forthwith advertised and offered for sale in the manner and on the terms 
directed by law, in case of lands not paid within the time limited by 
law, and shall revert to the United States'in like manner, if the same is 
not sold at such sale. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1815. 

CHAP. XXXV.-An Act to alter and amend the several acts for establishing a 
Navy Department, by adding thereto a board of commissioners. (a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President 
of the United States be,and he is hereby authorized, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint three officers of the navy, 
whose rank shall not be below a post captain, who shall constitute a 
board of commissioners for the navy of the United States; and shall 
have power to adopt such rules af\d regulations for the government of 
their meetings as they may judge expedient: and the board so constituted, 
shall be attached to the office of the Secretary of the Navy, and under 
his superintendence shall discharge all the ministerial duties of said 
office, relative to the procurement of naval stores and materials, and the 
construction, armament, equipment, and employment, of vessels of war, 
as well as all other matters connected with the naval establishment of 
the United States. And the said board shall appoint their own secretary, 
who shall receive in compensation for his services a sum not exceeding 
two thousand dollars per annum, who shall keep a fair record of their 
proceedings, subject at all times to the inspection of the President of the 
United States, and the Secretary of the Navy. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said board of commis
sioners, by and with the consent of the Secretary of the Navy, be, and 
are hereby authorized to prepare such rules and reg~lations, as shall be 
necessary for securing an uniformity in the several classes of vessels and 

(a) See note to act of April 30, 1798, vol. i. 553. See act of Aug. 31, 1842; ch. 286, repealing this 
act, an<l organizing five bureaus attached to the Navy Department. 
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their eq:1ipme?ts, and for r~pairing and refitting them, and for securing 
respons1b1hty m the subordmate officers and agents: which regulations, 
when approved ~y the President of the United States, shall be respected 
and obeyed, until altered and revoked by the same authority; and the 
said rules and regulations thus prepared and approved, shall be laid be
fore Congress at their next session. It shall also be the duty of said 
board, upon the requisition of the Secretary of the Navy, to furnish all 
the estimates of expenditure, which the several branches of the service 
may require, and such other information and statements as he may deem 
necessary. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officer of the said board 
holding the oldest commission shall preside, and each commissioner 
shall be entitled to receive, in compensation for his services, three th<?u
sand five hundred dollars per annum in lieu of wages, rations, and other 
emoluments, as naval officers; and all letters and packets to and from 
the said commissioners, which relate to their official duties, shall be free 
from postage. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be 
construed to take from the Secretary of the Navy his control and direc
tion of the naval forces of the United States, as now by law possessed. 

APPROVED, February 7, 1815. 

CHAP. XXXVIII,-.tfo .fl.ct for the better regulation ef' the Ordnance Department. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and liouse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the pas
sage of this act, the ordnance department shall consist of one colonel, 
one lieutenant colonel, two majors, ten captains, ten first lieutenants, ten 
second lieutenants, and ten third lieutenants. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the colonel or senior officer 
of the ordnance department is authorized to enlist for the service of that 
department, for five years, as many master armorers, master, carriage 
makers, master blacksmiths, artificers, armorers, carriage makers, black
smiths, and labourers, as the public service, in his judgment, under the 
directions of the Secretary for the Department of War, may require. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted,-That it shall be the duty of the 
colonel of the ordnance department to direct the inspection and proving 
of all pieces of ordnance, cannon balls, shot, shells, smaH arms, and side 
arms, and equipments, procured for the use of the armies of the United 
States; and to direct the construction of all cannon and carriages, and 
every implement and apparatus for ordnance, and all ammunition wa
gons, travelling forges, and artificer's wagons, the inspection and proving 
of powder, and the preparation of all kinds of ammunition and ordnance 
stores. And it shall also be the duty of the colonel or senior officer of 
the ordnance department, to furnish estimates, and under the direction 
of the Secretary for the Department of War, to make contracts and pur
chases for procuring the necessary supplies of arms, equipments, ordnance 
and ordnance stores. 

SEc. 4. And be it· further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance 
department shall organize and attach to regiments, corps, or garrisons, 
such number of artifiGers, with proper tools, carriages and apparatus, 
under such regulations and restrictions relative to their government and 
number, as, in his judgment, with the approbation of the Secretary for 
the Department of War, may be considered necessary. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance 
department, or senior officer of that department of any district, shall exe
cute all orders of the Secretary for the Department of War, and, in time 
of war, the orders of any general, or field officer, comn:mnding any army, 
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garrison or detachment, for the supply of al_I anns, ordnance, ammuni
tion, carriages, forges, and apparatus, for garrison, field or siege sefl'ice. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the keepers of all magazines 
and arsenals shall, quarterly, or oftener if so directed, and in such man
ner as directed by the colonel of the ordnance department, make correct 
returns to the colonel or senior officer of the ordnance department, of all 
ordnance, arms, and ordnance stores, they may have in charge. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the costs of repairs or damages 
done to arms, equipments, or implements, in the use of the armies of 
the United States, shall be deducted from the pay of any officer or soldier 
in whose care or use the said arms, equipments, or implements were, 
when the said damages occurred: Provided, The said damages were 
occasioned by the abuse or negligence of the said officer or soldier. And 
it is hereby made the duty of every officer commanding regiments, corps, 
garrisons, or detachments, to make, once every two months, or oftener 
if so directed, a written report to the colonel of the ordnance depart
ment, stating all damages to arms, equipments, and implements, belong
ing to his command, noting those occasioned by negligence or abuse, and 
naming the officer or soldier by whose negligence or abuse the said 
damages were occasioned. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance 
department shall make, half yearly, to the War Department, or oftener, 
if the Secretary for that Department shall so direct, a correct report of 
the officers, and all artificers, and labourers, in his department; also, of 
all ordnance, arms, military stores, implements, and apparatus, of every 
description, and in such form as the Secretary for the Department of 
War shall direct. 

SEC. 9. And be it furflter enacted, That to insure system and uniform
ity in the different public annories, they- are hereby pl □ ccd under the 
direction of the ordnance department. And the colonel of tlie ordnance 
department, under the direction of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, is hereby authorized to establish depots of arms, ammunition, and 
ordnance stores, in such parts of the United States, and in such numberH, 
as may be deemed necessary. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance 
department, under the direction of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, is hereby authorized to draw up a system of regulations for the 
government of the ordnance department, forms of returns and reports, and 
for the uniformity of manufactures of all arms ordnance, ordnance stores, 
implements, and apparatus, and for the repairing and better preservation 
of the same. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlter enacted, That the pay, emoluments, and 
allowances, for the officers of the ordnance department, shall be the same 
as the pay, emoluments, and allowances, now allowed to officers of simi
lar grades respectively, in the artillery of the United States. And that 
the pay of a master armorer shall be thirty dollars per month, and one 
and a half rations per day; of a master carriage maker, thirty dollars per 
month, and one and a half rations per day; of a master blacksmith, thirty 
dollars per month, and one and a half rations per day. The pay of 
armorers, carriage makers, or blacksmiths, each, sixteen dollars per month 
and one and a half rations per day; the pay of artificers, thirteen dollars 
per month, and one ration per day; and the pay of labourers, nine dollars 
per month, and one ration per day; and to all of the said workmen, arti
ficers, and labourers, the same clothing, and other allowances, as are 
allowed to privates of infantry in the army of the United States, except 
clothing to the master workmen. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to continue in the service, under this act, all 
the officers of the ordnance department in service on the passage of 
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the same, or to transfer them to other corps of the army of the United 
States. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance 
department is hereby allowed, at the rate of one thousand dollars per 
year, for clerks, and such books and stationery as may be necessary to 
his department. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the act passed May the four
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, entitled "An act for the 
better regulation of the ordnance department," and the sections of any 
other acts, coming within the purview of any of the sections of this act, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, February 8, 1815. 

CHAP. XXXIX.-Jln .11.ct to authorize the purchase ef a tract ef land for the use 
ef the llnited States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States, and he is hereby authorized to cause 
to be purchased for the use of the United States, the whole or such part 
of that tract of land situate adjoining the village of Plattsburg, in the 
State of New York, on which forts Moreau and Brown, and other works, 
barracks, arsenals, hospitals and other public buildings now stand, as 
shall be by him judged requisite for the military purposes of the United 
States. 

APPROVED, February 8, 1815. 

CHAP. XL.-Jln Jlct to amend an act laying duties on license.q to retailers qf wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That nothing contained in 
the first section of the act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise, shall be construed to extend 
to vine dressers who sell at the place where the same is made, wine of 
their own growth, nor shall any vine dresser for vending solely at the 
place where the same is made, wine of his own growth, be compelled to 
take out license as a retailer of wine. 

APPROVED, February 8, 1815. 

CHAP. XLI.-.an .11.ct making appropriations for repairing or rebuilding the 
public buildings within the city ef Washington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States cause to. be repaired or rebuilt forthwith, the President's 
House, Capitol and public offices, on their present sites in the city of 
Washington, and that he be authorized to borrow, at an interest not 
exceeding six per centum per annum, from any bank or banks within the 
District of Columbia, or from any individual or individuals, a sum not 
exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, to be applied exclusively to that 
object. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1815. 
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CHAP. XLIII.-An .Bet in addition to the ad to regulate the laying out and making 
a road from Oumberland, in the state ef Maryland, to the state ef Ohio. ( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That in addition to the unex
pended balance of the sum heretofore appropriated for laying out and 
making a road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, to the state of 
Ohio, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is here
by appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not other
wise appropriated, and to be expended, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, in making said road between Cumberland 
in the state of Maryland, and Brownsville, in the state of Pennsylvania, 
commencing at Cumberland; which sum of one hundred thousand dollars 
shall be repaid out of the fund reserved for laying out and making roads 
to the state of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of an act passed on 
the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, entitled 
"An act to enable the people of the eastern division of the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio to form a constitution and state government, 
and for the admission of such state into the union on an equal footing 
with the original states, and for other purposes." 

APPROVED, February 14, 1815. 

CHAP, XLIV.-Jln Jlct making appropriations for the support if governmwt 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Be it enacted b_y tlte Senate and liouse of Representatives of the United 
States ef America, in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants, for the support of the mint es
tablishment; for the expense of intercourse with foreign nations; for the 
support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; and for satis
fying certain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the same 
are hereby respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, three hundred 
and eighteen thousand and four dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other contin
gent expenses of the two houses of Congress, fifty-two thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For the expenses of the library of Congress,including the librarian's 
allowance, for the year one thousand eight hundred 'and fifteen, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President of the United States, twenty•five 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, including a clerk on old records, and a clerk 
and messenger in the patent office, fifteen thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in said department, not ex
ceeding fifteen per centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled "An 
act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize the 
laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," one thousand 
and seventy-two dollars and fifty cents. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 

(a) Sec notes, vol. ii. 357. 
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including th~ expense of printing and distributing ten thousand four 
hundred copies of the laws of the third session of the thirteenth Con
gress, and printing the laws in newspapers, twelve thousand eight hun
dred and seventy dollars. 

For the cost of one thousand copies of a new edition of the laws of 
the United States as authorized by the act of the eighteenth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, including an additional volume 
to be comprised in the said edition, eighteen thousand seven hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For the expense of reprinting five hundred and sixteen copies of the 
laws of the first and second sessions of the thirteenth Congress, captured 
by the enemy, seven hundred and seventy-four dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, and per
sons employed in his office, including one thousand dollars for an addi
tional clerk, authorized by the act of the eighteenth of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and fourteen, fourteen thousand two hundred ninety
nine dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the person 
employed in transmitting passports and sea-letters, and for stationery and 
printing in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, cle1ks, and per
sons employed in his office, including the sum of two thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars for compensation to his clerks, in ad
dition to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and six, fifteen thousand eight hundred and sixty
six dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and contingent expenses in 
the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand dollars, for 
compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, thirteen 
thousand two hundred and twenty-one dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and contingent expenses in 
the auditor's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in his 
office, including the sum of one thousand dollars for compensation to 
his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, seven thousand two hun
dred twenty-seven dollars and forty-five cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and contingent expenses in 
the treasurer's office, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the general land office, 
clerks and persons employed in his office, including the sum of three 
thousand dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the twenty-fifth of April, one thousand eight hun
dred and twelve, thirteen thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing,andcontingent expenses of the 
general land office, three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the revenue, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, twelve thousand four hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing,and contingent expenses of the 
revenue office, six thousand six hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand dollars for 
compensation to his clerks, in ad<litipn to the sum allowed by the act of 
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the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, seventeen 
thousand and fifty-two dollars and two cents. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the Treasury Department, 
not exceedina fifteen per centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
"An act to r~gulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize 
the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," six thousand 
six hundred and thirty-four dollars and nine cents. 

For compensation to the messenger of the register's office, for stamp
ing and arranging ship's registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and contingent expenses of the 
register's office, three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent .expenses of the Treasury Department, 
including rent of the houses occupied by the said department during a 
part of the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and the whole 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and compensation of 
a superintendent and two watchmen, employed for the security of the 
Treasury buildings, six thousand nine hundred and twenty dollars. 

For the purchase of a fire engine and fire buckets for the Treasury 
Department, one thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps, and charts for the Treasury Depart
ment, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of ·war, clerks, and persons em
ployed in his office, including the sum of three thousand nine hundred 
and sixty dollars for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hun
dred and six, and the sum of three hundred dollars for assistant messen
gers, twenty thousand five hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, fuel, and other contingencies, in 
the office of the Secretary of War, including office rent, three thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the War Department, clerks, 
and persons employed in his office, including the sum of fourteen thou
sand two hundred and seventy-five dollars, for compensation of his clerks, 
in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and six, twenty-five thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the War 
Department, one thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the War Department, not 
exceeding fifteen per centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
"An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize 
the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," two thou
sand two hundred and twenty-six dollars. 

For compensation to the paymaster of the army, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, fifteen thousand seven hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the paymaster of the army, 
two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the superintendent general of military supplies, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred 
and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the superintendent general of 
military supplies, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the adjutant and inspector general's 
office, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissary general of purchases and clerks 
in his office, ten thousand dollars. 
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For contingent expenses in the office of the commissary general of 
purchases, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand six hundred 
dollars for compensation of his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, 
eleven thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent 1expenses in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, 
including office rent, three thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks, and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of three thousand dollars for 
compensation of his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, thirteen 
thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
including office rent, one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the Navy Department, 
not exceeding fifteen per centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
"An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize 
the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, assistant postmasters 
general, clerks and persons employed in the general post-office, includ
ing the sum of five thousand seven hundred and fifty-five dollars, for 
compensation of the clerks in the general post-office, in addition to the 
sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, twenty-two thousand and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the general post-office, two thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in the general post-office, 
not exceeding fifteen per centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
"An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and to authorize 
the laying out certain public roads, and for other purposes," one thousand 
four hundred and one dollars and seventy-five cents. 

For compensation to the several commissioners of loans, and for al
lowance to certain commissioners of loans in lieu of clerk hire, four
teen thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of sundry commissioners of loans, in
cluding a sum of three thousand dollars in addition to the amount here
tofore allowed by law, and to defray the authorized expenses of the 
several loan offices, thirteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor general and his clerks, three thou
sand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of lands south of Tennessee, and 
his clerks, and for the contingent expenses of his office, three thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers and clerks of the mint, ten thousand 
one hundred dollars. 

For wages to the persons employed in the different operations o_f the 
mint, including the sum of six hundred dollars allowed to an assistant 
engraver, seven thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of iron and machinery, rents, and other 
contingent expenses of the mint, three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For allowances for wastage in the gold and silver coinage, three thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary, of the Mis-
sissippi territory, nine thousand dollars. . . 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses of said tern
tory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

VoL. III.-27 s 2 
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For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses of said terri
tory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
souri territory, seven thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses of said terri
tory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Michi
gan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses of said terri
tory, three hundred and fifiy dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Illi
nois territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses of said terri
tory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been 
admitted in due course of settlement at the treasury, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, the associate 
judges, and districtjudges, of the United States, including the chief 
justice and associate judges of the district of Columbia, and the attor
ney general; and also including the sum of one thousand dollars, short, 
appropriated in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen for 
the salary of the district judge of Louisiana, sixty-four thousand dollars. 

For the compensations of sundry district attorneys and marshals, as 
granted by _law, including those in the several territories, seven thousand 
eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, penalties, and for
feitures, and for defraying the expenses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions, granted by the late government, 
eight hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of 
the United States, ninety-eight thousand dollars. . 

For the relief and support of sick and disabled seamen, in addition 
to the funds already appropriated by law, twenty thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, stakeages of channels, bars, and shoals, including repairs 
and improvements, and contingent expenses, twenty-four thousand two 
hundred and ninety-nine dollars and eleven cents. 

For the support and safe keeping of prisoners of war, five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of ascertaining land titles in Louisiana, 
eight thousand dollars. 

For the salaries, allowances, and contingent expenses, of ministers to 
foreign nations, and of secretaries of legation, one hundred and nine 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse between the United States 
and foreign nations, fifty thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, ten thousand 
dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, in foreign 
countries, fifty thousand doJlars. 

For expenses of agents at Paris and Copenhagen, in relation to prize 
causes and captures of American vessels, four thousand dollars. 
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For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims aaainst the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall haiie been°admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

For paying to Augustus McKinney and Layzal Bancroft the amount 
of a judgment remitted by act of Congress, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the board of commissioners appointed to carry 
into effect the act of the thirty-first of March,one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, for indemnifying certain claimants of public. land in the 
Mississippi territory, six thousand dollars. 

For stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses of the last 
mentioned board of commissioners, a sum not exceeding twelve hundred 
dollars. 

For the discharge of the claim of Farrington Barkelow granted him 
by act of Congress for his relief, one thousand one hundred and sixty
eight dollars and twenty-five cents. 

For the compensation of the commissioners of the navy board, ten 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the navy board, two thousand 
dollars. 

SEc. 2. And .be it furtltcr enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1815. 

CHAP. XLV.-.11.n.ll.ct for tl.e relief ef the inhabitants ef the late county ef New 
Madrid, in the Missouri territory, who suffered by earthquakes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That any person or persons 
owning lands in the county of New Madrid, in the Missouri territory, with 
the extent the said county had on the tenth <lay of November, one thou
sand eight hundred and twelve, and whose lands have been materially 
injured by earthquakes, shall be, and they hereby are authorized to locate 
the like quantity of land on any of the public lands of the said territory, 
the sale of which is authorized by law: Provided, That no person shall 
be permitted to locate a greater quantity of land under this act, than the 
quantity confirmed to him, except the owners of lots of ground or tracts 
of land of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres, who are hereby 
authorized to locate and obtain any quantity of land not exceeding one 
hundred and sixty acres, nor shall any person be entitled to locate more 
than six hundred and forty acres, nor shall any such location include any 
lead mine or salt spring: And provided also, That in every case where 
such location shall be made according to the provisions of this act, the 
title of the person or persons to the land injured as aforesaid, shall 
revert to, and become absolutely vested in, the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever it shall appear to 
the recorder of land titles for the territory of Missouri, by the oath or 
affirmation of a competent witness, or witnesses, that any person or per
sons are entitled to a tract or tracts of land under the provisions of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the said recorder to issue a certificate thereof 
to the claimant or claimants; and upon strnh certificate being issued, and 
the location made on the application of the claimantia;, by the principal 
deputy surveyor for said territory, or under his direction, whose duty it 
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shall be to cause a survey thereof to be made, and to return a plat of 
each lo~ation made to the said recorder, together with a notice in writ
ing, designating the tract or tracts thus located, and. the n~me of the 
claimant on whose behalf the same shall be made; which notice and plat 
the sai:d recorder shall cause to be recorded in his office, and shall receive 
from the claimant for his services on each claim, the sum of two dollars, 
for receiving the proof, issuing the certificate, and. recording the notice 
and plat as aforesaid; and the surveyor shall b~ entitl~d to the same com
pensation for his services from th~ party applymg, as 1s allowed for sur
veying the public lands of the U mted States .. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That 1t shall be the duty of the 
recorder of land titles, to transmit a report of the claims allowed, and 
locations made under this act, to the commissioner of the general land 
office and shall deliver to the party a certificate, stating the circum
stanc~s of the case, and that he is entitled to a patent for the tract therein 
designated, which certificate shall be filed with the said recorder within 
twelve months after date, and the recorder shall thereupon issue a certi
ficate in favour of the party, which certificate being transmitted to the 
commissioner of the general land office, shall entitle the party to a patent, 
to be issued in like manner as is provided by law for other public lands 
of the United States. 

APPROVED, February 17, 1815. 

CHAP. XL VIII.-.Bn .Bet giving further time to complete the surveys and obtain 
the patents for lands located under Virginia resolution warrants. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Un itcd 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line on continental establishment, or their legal represen
tatives, to whom land warrants have issued by virtue of any resolution of 
the legislature of Virginia, as a bounty for services, which by the laws 
of Virginia, passed prior to the cession of the north-western territory to 
the United States, entitled such officers or soldiers to bounty lands, and 
whose location of such warrants shall have been made prior to the 
twenty-third day of March, one thousand eight [hundred] and eleven, shall 
be allowed the further time of two years from the passing of this act to 
complete their surveys and obtain their patents for the land located as 
aforesaid: Provided, That surveys shall be made and patents granted on 
the aforesaid locations, under the same regulations, restrictions and pro
visions, in every respect, as were prescribed for the making of surveys 
and granting of patents by the act, entitled " An act authorizing patents 
to issue for lands located and surveyed by virtue of certain 'Virginia 
resolution warrants,'" passed on the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and seven. 

APPROVED, February 22, 1815. 

CHAP. LI.--.Bn .Bet requiring the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of lite House 
of Representatives in the Omgress of the United States, to give security for the 
faithful application and disbursement of the contingent f wnds of tlte Senate and 
Home of Representatives. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of 
the secretary of the Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives 
respectively, within ten days after the passage of this act, to give bond 
to the United States, with one or more sureties, to be approved by the 
comptroller of the treasury; each bond in the penal sum of twenty thou-
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sand dollars, with condition for the faithful application and disbursement 
of such contingent funds of the respective houses, as shall come into 
their hands, which bonds shall be deposited in the comptroller's office: 
And it shall be the duty of each and every secretary of the Senate, and 
clerk of the House of Representatives, who may hereafter be chosen, 
to give bond as aforesaid, within thirty days after he enters upon the dis
charge of the duties of his said office. 

SEC. 2. And be it furllter enacted, That from and after the passage 
of this act, it shall be the duty of the secretary of the Senate, and of the 
clerk of the House of Representatives, to deposit all money belonging to 
the United States, which may come into their hands, in one of the Banks 
in the District of Columbia; and all debts payable by said secretary or 
clerk, on account of the Senate or House of Representatives, shall be 
paid by a draft in favour of each creditor on the bank, where the money 
of government may be deposited. 

APPROVED, February 23, 1815. 

CHAP. LIV.-.8n .!let for the regulation if the courts of justice if Indiana. 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the judges of the gene
ral court of the Indiana territory, shall, in each and every year, hold two 
sessions of the said court, at Vincennes, in the county of Knox, on the 
first Mondays of February and September; at Corydon, in the county of 
Harrison, on the third Mondays in February and September; and at 
Brookville, in the county of Franklin, on the first Mondays next succeed
ing the fourth Mondays of February and September, which courts respect
ively shall be composed of at least two of the judges appointed by the 
government of the United States; and no person or persons, acting 
under the authority and appointment of the said territory, shall be asso
ciated with the said judges. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1815. 
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ef the year one thousand eigltt hundred andfifteen. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of tltc United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the approbation of the President of the United States, 
be, and he is hereby authorized to cause treasury notes for a sum not 
exceeding twenty-five millions of dollars, to be prepared, signed, and 
issued, at the treasury of the United States, in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

SEc. ~- And be it fui·tlter enacted, That the said treasury notes shall 
be respectively signed in behalf of the United States, by persons to be 
appointed for that purpose by the President of the United States, two 
of whom shall sign each note; and they shall receive, as a compensation 
for that service, at the rate of seventy-five cents for every hundred notes 
thus signed by them respectively; and the said notes shall likewise be 
countersigned by the register of the treasury, or, in case of his sick
ness, or absence, by the treasurer of the United States. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said treasury notes shall 
be prepared of such denominations as the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States, shall, from 
time to time, direct; and such of the said notes as shall be of a denomi-

(a) See act of March 4, 1814, ch. 18, and notes. 
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nation less than one hundred dollars, shall be payable to bearer and be 
transferable by delivery alone, and shall _bea_r no interest; and such of 
the said notes as shall be of the denommatlon of one hundred dollars, 
or upwards, may be made payable to order, and _transfe~able by delivery 
and assignment, endorsed on the same, and bearmg an mterest from the 
day on which they shall be issued, at the rate of five and two-fifths per 
centum per annum; or they may ~e mad~ payable to bearer, and trans
ferable by delivery alone, an~ bearmg no mterest, as the Secr~tary of the 
Treasury, with the approbation of the President of the Umted States, 
shall direct. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That it s_hall be_ lawful for the 
holders of the aforesaid treasury notes, not bearmg an mterest, and of 
the treasury notes bearing an interest at the rate of five and two-fifths 
per centum per annum, to. present them at any time, in sums not less 
than one hundred dollars, to the treasury of the United States, or to 
any commissioner of loans; and the holders of the said treasury notes 
not bearing an interest, shall be entitled to receive therefor, the amount 
of the said notes, in a certificate or certificates of funded stock, bearing 
interest at seven per centum per annum, and the holders of the aforesaid 
treasury notes bearing an interest at the rate of five and two-fifths per cent
um, shall be entitled to receive therefor the amount of the said notes inclu
ding the interest due on the same, in a like certificate or certificates of 
funded stock, bearing an interest of six per centum per annum, from the 
first day of the calendar month next ensuing that in which the said notes 
shall thus be respectively presented, and payable quarter-yearly, on the 
same days whereon the interest of the funded debt is now payable. And 
the stock thus to be issued shall be transferable in the same manner as 
the other funded stock of [the] United States; the interest on the same, and 
its eventual reimbursement, shall be effected out of such fund as has 
been or shall be established by law for the payment and reimbursement 
of the funded public debt contracted since the declaration of war against 
Great Britain. And the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to 
establish sufficient revenues and to appropriate them as an addition to the 
said fund, if the same shall, at any time hereafter, become inadequate for 
effecting the purpose aforesaid: Provided however, And be it further 
enacted, That it shall be lawful for the United States to reimburse the 
stock thus created, at any time after the last day of December, one thou
sand eight hundred and twenty-four. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause the treasury notes which, in pursuance 
of the preceding section, shall be delivered up and exchanged for funded 
stock, and also the treasury notes which shall have been paid to the 
United States for taxes, duties, or demands, in the manner hereinafter 
provided, to be re,.issued, and applied anew, to the same purposes, and 
in the same manner; as when originally issued. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the treasury notes authorized 
to be issued by this act, shall be every where received in all payments to 
the United States. On every such payment the note or notes shall be re
ceived for the amount of both the principal and the interest, which, on the 
day of such payment, may appear due on such of the notes as sh;i.11 bear 
interest, thus given in payment; and the interest on the said notes bear
ing an interest, shall, on such payments, be computed at the rate of one 
cent and one half of a cent per day, on every hundred dollars of princi
pal; and each month shall be computed as containing thirty days. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person making payment 
to the United States in the said treasury notes, into the hands of any col
lector, receiver of public moneys, or other public officer or agent, shall, 
on books kept according to such forms as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, give duplicate certificates of the number and 
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respective amount of each and every treasury note, and of the interest 
thereon, in case the same shall bear interest, thus paid by such person; 
and every collector, receiver of public moneys, or other public officer or 
agent, who shall thus receive in payment any of the said treasury notes 
bearing interest, shall, on payment of the same into the treasury, or into 
one of the banks where the public moneys are or may be deposited, 
receive credit both for the principal and for the interest computed as afore
said, which, on the day of such last mentioned payment, shall appear due 
on the note or notes thus paid in : Pr&vided always, That in the settle
ment of his accounts he shall be charged for the interest accrued on such 
note or notes, from the day on which the same shall have been received 
by him in payment as aforesaid, to the day on which the same shall be 
paid by him as aforesaid: And pi·ovided also, that no charge or deduction, 
on account of interest, shall be made in respect to any bank into which 
payments as aforesaid may be made to the United States, either by indi
viduals, or by collectors, receivers, or other public officers, or agents, and 
which payments shall be received by such bank as specie, and credit 
given to the Treasurer of the United States for the amount thereof, in
cluding the interest accrued and due on such notes, from the day on 
which the same shall have been received by such bank, on account 
of the United States. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Presi
dent of the United States, to cause the said treasury notes to be issued 
at the par value thereof, in payment of services, of supplies, or of debts, 
for which the United States are or may be answerable by law, to such 
person and persons as shall be willing to accept the same in payment; 
and to deposit portions of the said notes in the loan offices, or in state 
banks, for the purpose of paying the same to the public creditors as 
aforesaid; and to borrow money on the credit of the said notes; or to sell 
the same, at a rate not under par; and it shall be a good execution of 
this provision, to pay such notes to such bank or banks as will receive 
the same at par, and give credit to the Treasurer of the United States for 
the amount thereof, on the day on which the said notes shall thus be 
issued and paid to such bank or banks respectively. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the holder of any treasury notes issued, or authorized to be issued, 
under any laws heretofore passed, to convert the same into certificates of 
funded debt, upon the same terms, and in the same manner hereinbefore 
provided, in relation to the treasury notes authorized by this act, bearing 
an interest of five and two-fifths per centum. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That a sum of forty thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro
priated, be,and the same is hereby appropriated, for defraying the expense 
of preparing, printing, engraving, signing, and otherwise incident to the 
issuing of the treasury notes authorized by this act. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, forged 
or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely making, forging or 
counterfeiting any note, in imitation of, or purporting to be, a treasury 
note as aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to be falsely 
altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely altering any treasury note 
issued as aforesaid; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, 
utter, or publish, as true, any false, forged, or counterfeited note, purport
ing to be a treasury note as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely 
made, forged, or counterfeited: or shall pass, utter, or publish, or attempt 
to pass, utter, or publish, as true, any falsely altered treasury note issued 
as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely altered, or shall be, directly 
or indirectly, knowingly concerned in any of the offences aforesaid, 
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every such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony; and 
being thereof convicted by due course of law, shall be sentenced to be 
imprisoned and kept to hard labour, for a period not less than three years 
nor more than ten years, and be fined in a sum not exceeding five thou~ 
sand dollars. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1815. 

CHAP, LX.-.Bn .Bet to provide additional revenue~ jlYI' defraying tlte expenses ef 
government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the 
district ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That a direct tax of nineteen 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-eight dollars and forty cents be, and is 
hereby annually laid upon the District of Columbia, which shall be assess
ed and laid upon the same descriptions of property, in the same manner, 
and be collected and accounted for likewise, in the same manner as is 
provided by the "Act to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying a 
direct tax upon the United States, and to provide for assessing and collect
ing the same," and the several acts referred to therein, or which may be 
passed amendatory thereof, for which purpose there shall be appointed a 
principal assessor for the District of Columbia, who, with such deputies 
as he may appoint, shall have the like qualifications and powers, receive 
the like compensation, discharge the like duties, and be subject to the 
like penalties, with the other principal or assistant assessors: Provided, 
That the said principal assessor shall, in addition to the powers of the 
other principal assessors, exercise the same powers, and discharge the 
same duties devolved on the board of principal assessors, established by 
the said act; and the tax lists, made out by him, conformably thereto, 
shall be delivered to the collector within one hundred and twenty days 
from the first day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, on which day the said principal assessor shall direct and cause the 
several assistant assessors in his district, to inquire after and concerning 
all lands, lots of ground, with their improvements, dwelling-houses, and 
slaves, liable to taxation: And provided, That the collector for the said 
district, shall, himself, retain the lists of property lying within the said 
district, not owned, occupied, or superintended, by some person residing 
therein : and shall proceed to discharge the like duties that are perform
ed in the respective states, by the collectors designated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury for receiving said lists. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the principal assessor and 
assistant assessors for the District of Columbia, shall discharge the like 
duties required by the "Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying 
duties on • household furniture, and on gold and silver watches," to be 
performed in the respective states by the assessors, any thing in the tenth 
section of the said act to the contrary notwithstanding; which said duties, 
and all other acts therein required to be done, as well by the said officers, 
as by individuals, subject to the said act, shall be performed within the 
District of Columbia, under the penalties, for neglect or omission, there
by prescribed, and in point of time, relatively to the said first day of 
April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and in every 
year thereafter, relatively to such day as may be fixed by law for the per
formance of the like duties and acts in the several states. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1815. 
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CHAP. LXI.-An .llct to provide additional revenues for defraying the expenses cf 
government, and maintuining the public credit, by laying a duty on gold, silver 
and plated ware, and jewelry and pastework, manufactured within the United 
States. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the eigh
teenth day of April next, there shall be paid upon all gold, silver, and 
plated ware, and jewelry and pastework, except timepieces, which shall 
thereafter be manufactured or made for sale within the United States or 
the territories thereof, a duty of six per centum ad valorem, by the manu
facturer thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the duty aforesaid shall be 
imposed, paid, collected, and accounted for, in like manner, and subject 
to the like provisions and penalties, as the duties imposed by the "Act to 
provide additional revenues for defraying the expenses of government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying duties on various goods, 
wares, and merchandise, manufactured within the United States," passed 
the eighteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
all the provisions of which act shall apply to the duty hereby imposed, 
and to those by whom it shall be payable, the same as if it were specifi
cally inserted among the dutiable objects enumerated in the first section 
thereof. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1815. 

CHAP. LXIl.-.8n act to repeal certain acts concerning the flotilla service, and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
day of April next, the act entitled " An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause to be built, barges for the defence of the ports 
and harbours of the United States," passedthefifthdayofJuly,intheyear 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen; and also an act, entitled "An 
act authorizing the appointment of certain officers for the flotilla ser
vice," passed the sixteenth day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, shall be repealed, and cease to be in force. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the barges and other vessels 
composing the flotilla establishment, (they being first divested of their 
guns and military stores, which are to be carefully preserved,) shall be 
sold or laid up under the direction of the President of the United 
States, and the moneys arising therefrom paid into the treasury thereof. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the commissioned and 
warrant officers, and all the privates, who shall be discharged in conse
quence of the repeal of the acts aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive 
four months' pay, over and above what may be due to them respectively 
at the time of their discharge. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to cause all the armed vessels 
thereJf on the lakes, except such as he may deem necessary to enforce 
the proper execution of the revenue Jaws, to be sold or laid up, as he 
may judge most conducive to the public interest; such vessels being 
first divested of their armament, tackle and furniture, which are to be care
fully preserved. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the act, entitled "An act 
authorizing the President of the United States to cause to be built, or 
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purchased, the vessels therein mentioned," passed the fifteenth day of 
November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, be, and 
he same is hereby repealed, and the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized to cause to be sold such of the vessels acquired under 
the said act, as he may deem inexpedient to be retained in the public 
service; and to cause the money arising therefrom to be paid into the 
public treasury. 

SEC. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be sold, they being 
first divested of their guns and military stores, which are to be carefully 
preserved, such and so many of the gun-boats belonging to the United 
States, as in his judgment may no longer be necessary to be retained for 
the public service; and such of the warrant officers and privates as may 
be discharged in consequence of such sale, shall be entitled to receive 
four months' pay, over and above what may be due to them at the time 
of their discharge. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1815. 

CHAP, LXIII,-An .fl.cf to amend and extend the/rovision.~ ef the act ef the six
teentl, ef .!lpril, one thousand e~ght hundred an fourteen, entitled "An a,;t con
firming certain claims to land in tl,e Illinois territory, and providing for their 
location." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the western boundary of 
the tract of country set apart by the act of the sixteenth of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, entitled "An act confirming cer
tain claims to land in the Illinois territory, and providing for their loca
tion," be extended upon the river Mississippi, to the middle thereof, so 
as to include all islands in said river, between the middle and eastern 
margin, throughout the length of said line; and that all or any of the 
said islands shall be subject to be appropriated under the said recited act. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the proviso contained in the 
fourth section of the before-recited act be repealed, so far as it regards 
persons settled on fractions of sections or quarter sections containing less 
than one hundred and sixty acres; and that such persons under the like 
circumstances shall be considered as entitled to all the rights, benefits, and 
advantages, specified in the said fourth section, as those settled on sect.ions 
or quarter sections, and also, to any right, privilege, or advantage secur
ed by this act: Provided however, That such persons shall not be permitted 
in such cases to take less than the whole quantity of such fractional quar
ter section on which they are respectively settled. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That every person or persons, who 
settled on and improved any of the lands in the said territory, reserved for 
the use of schools or seminaries of learning, before the fifth day of Feb
rnary, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and who would have had 
the right of pre-emption thereto, had not the same been reserved as afore
said, shall be entitled to the pre-emption of the like quantity of other 
land, upon the same terms, and under the same restrictions, provided by 
the fourth section of the said recited act, to be located on any lands 
within the boundary specified in this and the said recited act, not other
wise appropriated; and such persons shall also be entitled to the benefit 
of, and subject to, the restrictions contained in this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That all and every person or per
sons entitled to the pre-emption of lands, under the fourth section of 
the before-recited act, who failed to locate their claims within the time 
limited in said act, and which lands have been appropriated by others, 
shall be entitled to the pre-emption of the like quantity, as they could 
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have appropriated under the said act, or under the provisions of this act, 
to be located on any land within the boundary specified in this and the 
said recited act, not previously appropriated. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That all and every person or per
sons, entitled to the pre-emption of lands under the provisions of this 
act, shall conform to and be governed by the rules prescribed in the said 
recited act, in locating, proving, and completing their titles respectively, 
except in cases where the same is changed by this act. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be tl1e dnty of the 
register of the land office for the district of Kaskaskia, to give notice by 
an advertisement inserted for one month in at least one newspaper pub
lished in the said territory, to all persons entitled to a pre-emption in the 
purchase of any tract of land, by virtue of this or the before-recited act, 
that they may make such purchase, on application to him at his office, on 
or before the first day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen; and every person failing or refusing to enter with the sa.id 
register, the land to which the right of pre-emption is so secured, notice 
being given as before-mentioned, within the time aforesaid, shall lose his, 
her, or their right of pre-emption. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlter enacted, That the locations of any confirmed 
claim, made by virtue of any authority given by the commissioners ap
pointed to examine the claims of persons to land in the Illinois territory, 
shall be, and the same are hereby confirmed : Provided, That the provi
sions of this section shall not be so construed as to extend to any locations 
made by any person or persons without any authority from the commis
sioners aforesaid; nor shall it affect the claims of any other person or 
persons. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtltcr enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public moneys of the land office at Kaskaskia, shall be allowed the same 
commission respectively, on the confirmed claims which have been or 
shall be received in payment for land entered at the said office, as they 
are now entitled to, on moneys received in payment for lands sold, cal
culating the value of the confirmed claims at the rate of two dollars per 
acre. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for Ann 
Gilham to locate any unappropriated quarter section within the Illinois 
territory, and whenever the said Ann Gilham shall enter with the register 
of the land office at Kaskaskia, any unappropriated quarter section, it 
shall be the duty of the register to issue to the said Ann Gilham, a cer
tificate, specifying therein the quarter section so located; and it shall be 
the duty of the commissioner of the general land office to issue a patent 
for the land so located, whenever the certificate aforesaid shall be pre
sented to him for that purpose. 

AFPROVED, February 27, 1815. 

CHAP. LXIV.-.8n Act to repeal certain acts tlzerein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled 
"An act to authorize the President of the United States to accept the 
services of state troops and of volunteers," and the act entitled" An act 
to authorize ilie raising a corps of sea fencibles," be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1815. 
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CHAP, LXV.-.On .Oct in addition to the act regulating thepost-njfice establis!tment. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster General 
be, and [he] is hereby authorized to allow to the postmasters respectively, 
such commission on the moneys arising from the postage of letters, 
newspapers, and packets, as shall be adequate to their respective services 
and expenses. Provided, That the said commission shall not exceed 
the following several rates on the amount collected in one quarter, tl\.tit is 
to say: 

On a sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars, twenty per c~,-it. 
On a sum not exceeding four hundred and fifty dollars, seventeen per 

cent. 
On a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars, thirteen per cent. 
On any sum over three thousand six hundred dollars, five per cent. 
He may also allow the postmaster at distributing post-offices, a com

mission of four per cent. on any sum of postages distributed, not exceed
ing four thousand dollars : and a commission of three per cent. on any 
sum of postages distributed over four thousand dollars. 

He may also allow to such postmasters as receive and despatch foreign 
mails, a sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars per quarter year, for that 
service; and he may augment the commission of those postmasters who 
receive the mail regularly between the hours of nine o'clock in the even
ing and five o'clock in the morning, from twenty to thirty-three and 
one third per cent. on one hundred and fifty dollars received in each 
quarter. • 

He may also allow to each postmaster one cent for each free letter 
delivered out of his office, and one cent for each free letter originally 
received by him and forwarded by mail. 

He may also allow to each postmaster ten cents for every monthly 
register of the arrival and departure of the mail, returned to the general 
post-office. The Postmaster General may also allow to the postmasters, 
respectively, a commission of thirty-three and one third per cent. on the 
anrountof postages which they shall collect on newspapers, magazines,and 
pamphlets; but no allowance for distribution, or for free letters, shall be 
made to any postmaster, who shall collect postages to the amount of five 
thousand dollars in one quarter. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force on 
and after the first day of April next, and thereupon all other acts and 
clauses thereof providing compensation or allowance to any postmaster 
or postmasters, shall cease to have effect, and are hereby repealed: Provid
ed, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to effect, alter, or 
repeal, the provisions of the fortieth section of the act regulating the post
office establishment. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the Postmaster General be 
authorized to have the mail carried in any steamboat, or other vessel, 
which shall be used as a packet, in any of the waters of the United States, 
on such terms and conditions, as shall be considered expedient: Pruvided, 
That he do not pay more than three cents for each letter, and each 
packet, and more than one half cent for each newspaper, conveyed in 
such mail. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of every 
master or manager of any steamboat, packet, or other vessel, which shall 
pass from one part or place to anoiher part or place, in the United States, 
where a post-office is established, to deliver within three hours after his 
arrival, if in the day time, and within two hours after the next sunrise, 
if the arrival be in the night, all letters and packets addressed to, or 
destined for such port or place, to the postmaster there, for which he 
shall be entitled to receive of such postmaster two cents for every letter 
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or packet so delivered, unless the same shall be carried or conveyed under 
a contract with the Postmaster General; and if any master or manager 
of a steamboat, or other vessel, shall fail so to deliver any letter or 
packet, which shall have been brought by him, or shall have been in his 
care, or within his power, he shall incur a penalty of thirty dollars for 
every such failure. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person employed on 
board any steamboat, or other vessel employed as a packet, shall deliver 
every letter, and packet of letters, in trusted to such person, to the master 
or manager of such steamboat, or other vessel; and before the said 
vessel shall touch at any other port or place; and far every failure, or 
neglect, so to deliver, a penalty of ten dollars shall be incurred for each 
letter and packet. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1815. 

CHAP, LXIX.-Jln Jlct lo alter and establish certain posi-roads. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and ]louse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following post-roads 
be, and the same are hereby discontinued, that is to say: From Colum
bia, by Shelbyville and Winchester, to Fayetteville, in Tennessee. From 
Tellicoe, in Tennessee, by Amoy river, Vanstown, and Tuckeytown, to 
Fort Stoddard, in Mississippi territory; and from Tuckabatchy by Ten
saw and Fort Stoddart, to Pascagoola river, in Mississippi territory; from 
Cynthiana to Georgetown, in Kentucky. In North Carolina, from Wash
ingtcm to Lake Lauding, on Motamuskeet. From Concord, by Loudon, 
Gilmanton, Meredith, New Holderness, to Plymouth; thence by New 
Hampton, Sanbornton, Northfield and Canterbury, to Concord. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlwr enacted, That the following be established 
pc1st.-roads, that is to say: 

In New Jiampsltire.-From Concord to Frye burgh, in Maine. From 
Concord by Salisbury, Andover, New Chester, Bridgewater, Plymouth, 
thence by New Holderness, New Hampton, Sanbornton, Salisbury, to 
Concord. From Exeter, by Brent wood, Poplin, Raymond, Candia, and 
Pembroke, to Concord. 

In Virmont.-From Chester South village, by Andover, Weston, Land 
Grove, and Peru, to Manchester. From Salem, New York, by Rupert, 
Paulct, Middleton, and Ira, to Rutland. 

In llfaine.-From Kennebunk to Alfred. From Prospect, by Mount 
Ephraim, to Frankfort. 

In llfassacliusetts.-From Hosack, New York, by Pawnal, Vermont, 
to Williamstown. From Northampton, by Hadley, Sunderland, and 
Montague, to Northfield. From Foxborough, by Mansfield and Norton, 
to Taunton. 

In Connecticut.-That the post-road from Norwalk, by Reading, to 
Danbury, pass through Saugatuck, and by the town-house in Reading. 

In New Yoi·k.-From Hadley Landing, in Saratoga, to Luzern, in 
\Varreu c,,unty .. From Hamilton village, by Guilderland, Berne, Scho
harie Courthouse, the brick church, in Cobleskill, Colonel I. Steward's, 
and Maryland, to Milford. From \Vest Point to Haverstraw. From 
Burrage Mills, in Coventry, to Oxford. That the mail from Huntington 
be carried by the north road to Smithtown, instead of the south road. 
From Stillwater, by Dunning street, in Malta, and the south end of 
Saratoga Lake, to Ballstown Springs, thence by the north end of Sara
toga Lake, and by Roger's mill~, to Stillwater. From Manlius, in Onon
daga county, to Elbridge, in Camillus, thence to Auburn, in Cayuga 
county: From Bainbridge through Coventry to Green. 

In New Jersey.-From Newark, by Orange Dale and Hanover, to 
T2 
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Morristown. From Asbury, in Mansfield township, by Racket's town, 
Greenville, Newton, and Frankfort, to Deckerstown. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Huntington,_by Woodcock Valley, Bedford, 
and Cumberland Valley, to Cumberland m Maryland. From Mercer to 
New Castle. From Lancaster to Lebanon. From York, by Dover 
Ross town, Lewisburg, and Lisburn, to Carlisle. ' 

In Ohio.-From Zanesville to Coshocton. From Wheeling, in Vir
ginia, by Stephen Scott's at the mouth of Fishing Creek, to Marietta. 
From Delaware, in Ohio, by Norton, Upper Sandusky, and Lower San
dusky, to Fort Meigs. From Lebanon to Hamilton. 

In llfaryland.-From Baltimore, by Queenstown, Hillsborough, and 
Denton, to Milford. From Westminster, in Frederick county, through 
Uniontown, Middleburgh, Greenham, Mechanick's town, and Cave town, 
to Hager's town. From Elkton by Savinton to Georgetown cross roads. 

ln Virginia.-From Lindsay's store by Barboursville and Stanards
ville to Harrisonburg. From Richmond to Lindsay's store, in Albemarle 
county. From Colesville, in Chesterfield county, by Halcomb's and 
Dennis's, to Amelia Courthouse, in lieu of the present route from Coles
ville to Amelia Courthouse. From Parkersburg, in Wood county, to 
Point Pleasant; that the route from Hopkins' tavern to Powhatan Court
house, pass by way of Genito Bridge. That the Postmaster General be 
authorized to send a mail from Port Tobacco in Maryland, to Hanover 
town, so long as a stage shall run on that route. From the town of 
Petersburg, Virginia, by the Double Bridges and John Key's tavern in 
the county of Lunenburg, to Charlotte Courthouse. From Williesburg, 
in Charlotte county, by Doctor Snead's in Halifax county, to Cunning
ham's store in Person county, North Carolina. 

In Kentuclcy.-From Cynthiana, by Paris and Winchester, to Rich
mond. From lsbelville to Clarksville, Tennessee. From Lexington to 
Georgetown. From Cincinnati, by Kennedy's, Gaines's, and Arnold's, 
on the ridge road, to Georgetown. From Glasgow to Allen Courthouse, 
and from Allen Courthouse to Bowling Green. From Middletown to 
Westport. 

In North Carolina.-From Washington, by Bath, John Adams's, the 
Log House Landing, on Pungo river, and Germantown, to the Lake 
Landing in Matamuskeet. From Tarborough to Cobbs' Bridge, in Edge
comb county. From Bryant's cross roads to Windsor. From Tarbo
rough to Scotland Neck. From Pittsborough, by Liberty and Gardner's 
store to Lexington. 

hi Tcnncssee.-From Nashville, by Harpeth settlement, and Shelby
ville, to Fayetteville. From Rhea Courthouse, by Highwassy Garrison, 
Ross Fort, and Fort Jackson, to Fort St. Stephens. 

In South Carolina.-From Marion Courthouse, by Harleysville, to 
Marlborough, to return by Brownsville to Marion Courthouse. From 
Cheraw Courthouse, by the Burnt Saw Mills, on Lynch's creek, Wil
liamsburg Courthouse, and Murray's Ferry, on Santee, to Monk's Corner. 

In the llfississi:ppi Territory.-From the Choctaw agency, by John 
Ford's, on Pearl river, to New Orleans in the state of Louisiana. 

In the Illinois Territory.-From Johnson Courthouse to Salem in 
Kentucky. 

APPROVED, March 1, 1815. 

CHAP, LXXII.-.1.ln .I.let making appropriations for the support of the military 
estahlishment, for the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, Thatfordefrayingtheexpenses 
of the military establishment of the United States, for the year one 
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thousand eight hundred and fifteen, for ordnance, fortifications, and the military e•tab
Indian department, the following sums be, and the same are hereby lishment, &c. 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, including the private Appropriations. 
servants kept by officers, nine hundred thousand dollars. 

For forage to officers, one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 
For subsistence of the army, seven hundred thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, fifty thousand dollars. 
For clothing, three hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, two hundred thousand dollars. 
For purchasing horses for artillery, one hundred thousand dollars. 
For ordnance and ordnance stores, including arsenals, magazines, and 

armories, nine hundred and thirty-eight thousand three hundred thirty
eight dollars. 

For fortifications, four hundred thousand dollars. 
For contingencies, two hundred thousand dollars. 
For the Indian department, two hundred thousand dollars. 
For advancing three months' pay to the officers deranged and non

commissioned officers and privates discharged, one million two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. LXXIIL-.Bn .lJct making further provision for completing the public 
buildings at West Point, for the {l,CCOmmodation qf the Military .B_cademy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1£ouse of Rrprescntatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the sum of twenty thou
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for completing 
buildings, and for providing an apparatus, a library, and all necessary 
implements, and for such contingent expenses as may be necessary and 
proper, in the judgment of the President of the United States, for the 
better support and accommodation of the Military Academy at West 
Point. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. LXXIV.-.Bn .B_ct making appropriations for the support of the Navy of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Be it enacted by tlze Senate and IIouse of Representatives of tlte United 
Statts ef America, in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expenses 
of the navy, for the year one th,msand eight hundred and fifteen, the 
following sums be, and are hereby respectively appropriated, that is 
to say: 

For pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, one 
million five hundred thirty-eight thousand three hundred sixty-four dol
lars and fifty cents. 

For provisions, six hundred and seventy-three thousand, nine hundred 
and seventy-two dollars and fifty cents. 

For medicine, hospital stores, and at! expenses on account of the sick, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, five hundred thousand dollars. 
For contingent expenses, including freight, transportation and recruit

ing expenses, five hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
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For ordnance, ammunition, and military stores, three hundred thou
sand dollars. 

For navy yards, docks, and wharves, one hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, one hundred and ninety 
thousand and twenty dollars. 

For clothing for the same, sixty thousand three hundred and fifty
seven dollars. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand six hundred dollars. 
For contingent expenses for the same, eighteen thousand seven hun

dred and eight dollars. 
For the purchase of the vessels captured by Commodore Macdonough 

on lake Champlain, such sum as shall be agreed upon, with the appro
bation of the President, not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP, LXXVII.-An.ic!torepeal so much ef the several acts imposing duties on 
tl,e tonnage cf sltips and vessel~, and on goods, wares and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, as imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage, between 
foreign vessels and vessels ef the United States, and between goods imported into 
the United States inf oreign vessels and vesseu ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati1Jes of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of the several 
acts imposing duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, as imposes a 
discriminating duty of tonnage, between foreign vessels and vessels of the 
United States, and between goods imported into the United States in 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, be, and the same are 
hereby repealed, so far as the same respects the produce or manufacture 
of the nation to which such foreign ships or vessels may belong. Such 
repeal to take effect in favour of any foreign nation, whenever the Presi
dent of the United States shall be satisfied that the discriminating or 
countervailing duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the 
disadvantage of the United States, have been abolished. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

March 3, 1815. CHAP, LXXIX.-An Act fixing the military peace establishment ef the United 
States. 

Military peace 
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Act of April 
12, 1808, ch. 43. 

Act of March 
30, 1814,ch.37. 

Act of April 
24, 1816, ch. 69. 

Act of March 
3, 1817, ch. 35. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the military peace 
establishment of the United States shall consist of such proportions 
of artillery, infantry, and riflemen, not exceeding, in the whole, ten 
thousand men, as the President of the United States shall judge proper, 
and that the corps of engineers, as at present established, be retained. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the corps of artillery shall 
have the same organization as is prescribed by the act passed the thirtieth 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen; and the regiment 

Organization. of light artillery the same organization as is prescribed by the act passed 
the twelfth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eight; and that 
each regiment of infantry and riflemen, shall consist of one colonel, one 
lieutenant-colonel, one major, one adjutant, one quartermaster, one pay-

Regiments. 

master, one surgeon, and two surgeon's mates, one serjeant-major, one 
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quartermaster serjeant 1 two principal musicians, and ten companies; 
each company to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant and one 
s~con~ Jieut~nant, four serjeanl<i, four corporals, two musi~ians, and 
sixty-eight privates. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be two major 
generals, and four brigadier generals; the major generals to be entitled 
to two aids-de-camp, and the brigadier generals to one aid-de-camp each, 
to be taken from the subalterns of the line, four brigade inspectors, and 
four brigade quartermasters, and such number of hospital surgeons and 
surgeon's mates, as _the service may require, not exceeding five surgeons 
and fifteen mates, with one steward and one wardmaster to each hospital. 
The brigade inspectors, appointed under this act, shall be taken from the 
line; and the brigade quartermasters, the adjutants, regimental quarter
masters, and paymasters, from the subalterns of the line. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensation, subsistence, 
and clothing of the officers, cadets, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
artificers, and privates, composing the military peace establishment, shall 
be the same as are prescribed by the act, entitled "An act fixing the 
military peace establishment of the United States," passed sixteenth 
March, one thousand eight hundred and two, and the act, entitled "An 
act to raise for a limited time, an additional military force," passed twelfth 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eight; and that the major gene
rals shall be entitled to the same compensation as is provided by an act, 
entitled "An act to raise an additional military force," passed eleventh 
January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States cause to he arranged, the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the several corps of troops now in the service 
of the United States, in such a manner as to form and complete out of 
the same the corps authorized by this act, and cause the supernumerary 
officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, to he dis
charged from the service of the United States, from and after the first 
day of May next, or as soon as circumstances may permit. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enactNl, That to each commissioned officer, 
who shall be deranged by virtue of this act, there shall be allowed and 
paid, in addition to the pay and emoluments to which they will be en
titled by law at the time of his discharge, three months' pay. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several corps authorized 
by this act, shall be subject to the rules and articles of war, be recruited 
in the same manner, and with the same limitations; and that officers, 
non-commissioned, musicians, and privates, shall be entitled to the same 
provision for wounds and disabilities, the same provisions for widows and 
children, and the same benefits and allowances in every respect, not in
consistent with the provisions of this act, as are authorized by the act of 
sixteenth March, one thousand eight hundred and two, entitled "An act 
fixing the military peace establishment of the United States," and the 
act of the twelfth April, one thousand eight hundred and eight, entitled 
"An act to raise for a limited time, an additional military force;" and 
that the bounty to the recruit, and compensation to the recruiting officer, 
shall be the same as are allowed by the aforesaid act of the twelfth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 
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United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause a proper apart
ment to be immediately selected and prepared for a library room, and to 
cause the library lately purchased from Thomas Jefferson, to be placed 
therein during the ensuing recess of Congress. . 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the accountmg officers of the 
treasury be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to settle the 
account of the expenditures incurred under this act; and that the amount 
so settled shall be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP, LXXXII.-.!ln.!lctconeerning the naval establisliment. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembl1:d, That in addition to the sums 
heretofore appropriated for that purpose, the sum of two hundred thou
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated annually for three 
years, towards the purchase and supply of a stock of every description 
of timber, required for ship building, and other naval purposes, to be paid 
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. LXXXV .-JJ.n .fl.ct to repeal certain acts therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives of t!te United 
States of Ame1'ica, in Congress assembled, That all acts or parts of acts, 
which prohibit the entrance of the vessels of any foreign nation into the 
harbours or waters under the jurisdiction of the United States be, and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the "Act to prohibit Ameri
can ves;;els from proceeding to, or trading with, the enemies of the United 
States, and for other purposes," passed the sixth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and twelve, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the" Act to prohibit the use 
of licenses or passes, granted by the authority of the government of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland," passed the second day of 
August, eighteen hundred and thirteen, be, and the same is hereby re
pealed. 

s~:c. 4. And be it further enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
which have been incurred by virtue of the acts or parts of acts hereby 
repealed, shall be recovered and distributed in like manner as if the 
same had continued if! full force. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP, LXXXVI.-.1n .!let increasing the compensation allowed tl,e sergeants at 
arms· ef tl,e Senate and House ef Representati-Des, and ,f tlte doorkeeper and 
assistant Morker:per ef the Senate itnd House ef Representatives. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Ripresentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That in addition to the sum 
already allowed by law to the sergeants at arms of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, and the doorkeeper and assistant doorkeeper of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, be entitled to receive annually, 
the sum of five hundred and fifty dollars respectively, and that the addi
tional compensation here allowed, be considered to take effect. from the 
first day of January one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1E<l5. 
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CHAP. LXXXVII.-An .II.ct to authorize a Zoar, f& a sum not exceeding eighteen 
millions four hundred and .fifty-two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding eighteen millions four hun
dred fifty-two thousand eight hundred dollars, to be applied, in addition 
to the moneys now in the treasury, or which may be received from other 
sources, to defray any expenses which have been, or during the present 
year may be, authorized by law, and for which appropriations have been, 
or during the present year may be, made by law; Provided, That no en
gagement or contract shall be entered into, which shall preclude the 
United States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed, at any 
time after the expiration of twelve years, from the last day of December 
next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the approbation of the President of the United States, be, and he is 
hereby authorized to cause to be C'Jnstituted certificates of stock, signed 
by the register of the treasury, or by a commissioner of loans, for the sum 
to be borrowed by this act, or for any part thereof, and the same to be 
sold. And the Secretary of the Treasury shall lay before Congress, 
during the first week in the month of February, one thousand eight hun
dred and sixteen, an account of all the moneys obtained by the sale of 
the certificates of stock in manner aforesaid, together with a statement 
of the rate at which the same may have been sold. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be, and he is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Presi
dent of the United States, to employ an agent or agents, for the purpose 
of obtaining subscriptions to the loan auth,1rizeJ by this act, or of selling 
any part of the stock to be created by virtue thereof: A commission not 
exceeding one quarter of one per centum, on the amount thus sold, or 
for which subscriptions shall have been thus obtained, may, by the Sec
retary of the Treasury, be allowed to such agent or agents; and a sum 
not exceeding thirty thousand dollars to be paid out of any moneys in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated for paying 
the amount of such commission or commissions as may be thus allowed, 
and also for defraying the expenses of printing and issuing the subscrip
tion certificates, and certificates of stock, and other expenses incident to 
the completing of the Joan authorized by this act. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds consti
tuting the annual appropriation of eight millions of dollars, for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the public debt of the United 
States, as may be wanted for that purpose, after satisfying the sums neces
sary for the payment of the interest and such part of the principal of the 
Haid debt, as the United Stat.es are now pledged annually to pay or reim
burse, is hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment of the interest, 
and for the reimbursement of the principal of the stock which may be 
created by virtue of this act. It shall accordingly be the duty of the 
commissioners of the sinking fund, to cause to be applied and paid out 
of the said fund, yearly, such sum and sums as may be annually wanted 
to discharge the interest accruing on the said stock, and to reimburse 
the principal as the same may become due, and may be discharged in 
conformity with the terms of the Joan. And they are further authorized 
to apply, from time to time, such sum or sums out of the said fund, as 
they may think proper, towards redeeming, by purchase, and at a price 
not above par, the principal of the said stock, or any part thereof. And 
the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to establish sufficient 
revenues, for making good any deficiency that may hereafter take place 
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in the funds hereby appropriated for paying the said interest and princi
pal sums, or any of them, in manner aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
of the banks in the District of Columbia, to lend any part of the sum 
authorized to be borrowed by virtue of this act, any thing iu any of their 
charters to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Secre
tary of the Treasury to accept in payment of any loan _obtained in virtue 
of this act, such treasury notes as have been actually 11,sued, before the 
passing of this act, and which were mad_e by law a ch~rg~ upon the sink
ing fund, such treasury notes tu be credited for the prmc1pal thereof, and 
the amount of interest actually accrued at the time of the payment. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be paid, the interest upon treasury 
notes which have become due, and remain unpaid, as well with respect 
to the time elapsed before they become due, as with respect to the time 
that shall elapse after they become due, and until funds shall be assigned 
for the payment of the said treasury notes, and notice thereof shall be 
given by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP, LXXXVIII.-.J.ln JJ.ct to provide for ascertaining and surveying of the 
boundary lines fixed by the treaty with the Oreek Indians, and f<>r other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be ascerfained 
and surveyed the boundary line designated by the treaty with the Creek 
nation of Indians, concluded on the ninth day of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, and that the same be distinctly marked; in 
all such places except where water courses are described as the boundary 
by the said treaty; and for this purpose the President of the United 
States shall have power to appoint, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, three commissioners, whose compensation shall not exceed, 
exclusive of travelling expenses, the rate of eight dollars per day, during 
the time of actual service of such commissioner, in ascertaining and 
surveying the said boundary line; they shall have power to employ a skil
ful surveyor, who shall be allowed five dollars per day, and two chainmen 
and a marker, who shall each be allowed two dollars per day, in full for 
their services. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said commissioners, on 
completing the ascertainment and survey aforesaid, shall make out three 
accurate plats of the survey of the said boundary line, one of which 
they shall transmit lo the Secretary of State, one to the surveyor of the 
lands south of the state of Tennessee, and the other to the chiefs of the 
Creek nation of Indians. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtltcr enacted, That all the public lands of the 
United States, to which the Indian title was extinguished by the aforesaid 
treaty, shall be, and are hereby formed into a land district; and for the 
disposal thereof, a land office shall be established, which shall be kept at 
such convenient place as the President of the United States may direct; 
and for the said land oflice, a register and receiver of public moneys shall 
be appointed, who shall give security in the same manner, in the same 
sums, and whose compensation, emoluments,dulies, and authority, shall, 
in every respect, be the same in relation to the lands which shali be disposed 
of at their office, as are or may be provided by law in relation to the 
registers and receivers of public moneys in the several land offices 
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established for the disposal of the other public lands of the United 
States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested by law in 
the surveyor of the lands of the United States, south of the state of Ten
nessee, shall extend over all the public lands of the United States to 
which the Indian title was extinguished by the aforesaid treaty, and the 
same shall be surveyed in the manner and for the same compensation as 
other public lands in the Mississippi territory. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized, whenever he shall think it proper, to direct 
so much of the public lands, lying in the said district, as shall have been 
surveyed in conformity to this act, to be offered for sale. All such lands 
shall, with the exception of the section numbered sixteen, which shall be 
reserved in each township for the support of schools within the same, 
with exception also, of one entire township, to be located by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for the use of a seminary of learning, and with the 
exception of any tracts of land reserved to the Indians by the said treaty, 
shall be offered to the highest bidder, under the direction of the register 
and receiver of public moneys of the said land office, on such day or 
days as shall, by a public proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose. The public sales shall remain 
open for three weeks and no longer; and the lands shall be sold for a 
price not less than that which has been or may be fixed by law, for the 
public lands in the Mississippi territory; and shall, in every other respect, 
be sold in tracts of the same size, on the same terms and conditions, as 
have been or may be by law provided, for the other public lands in the 
Mississippi territory. The superintendents of the said public sales shall 
receive six dollars each, for each day's attendance on the said sales. All 
lands·other than those reserved as aforesaid, and excepted as above-men
tioned, remaining unsold at the closing of the public sales, and which 
had been offered at the said sales, may be disposed of at private sale, by 
the register of the land office, in the same manner, under the same 
regulations, for the same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as 
are or may be provided by law for the sale of the other public lands of 
the United States in the Mississippi territory. And patents shall be 
obtained for the lands sold in the said district, in the same manner, and 
on the same terms, as for other public lands sold in the Mississippi 
territory. • 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall have power to appoint any or all of the aforesaid commission
ers, during the recess of the Senate. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty
five thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid 
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the pur
pose of carrying this act into effect. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. LXXXIX.-An Act authorizing the purclwse ef the vessels captured on 
Lake Champlain. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t!te United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be purchased 
the British vessels which were captured on Lake Champlain by the 
American squadron, on the eleventh day of September, i1_1 the year 
eighteen hundred and fourteen; and the amount of the valuation of such 
captured vessels, when duly made and returned to the Navy ~epar!ment, 
shall be distributed as prize money, among the captors or their heirs. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 
u 
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CHAP. X C. -.!J.n .!J.ct for the protection of the commerce of the United States against 
the Algerine cruisers. 

WHEREAS the Dey of Algiers, on the coast of Barbary, has commenced 
a predatory warfare against the United States-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re:presentat-ives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful fully to 
equip, officer, man and employ such of the armed vessels of the United 
States as may be judged requisite by the President of the United States 
for protecting effectually the commerce and seamen thereof on the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Mediterr~nean and adjoining seas .. 

SEe. 2. And be it further enacted, That 1t shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to instruct the commanders of the respect
ive public vessels aforesaid, to subdue, seize, and make prize of all ves
sels, goods and effects of or belonging to the Dey of Algiers, or to his 
subjects, and to bring or send the same into port, to be proceeded against 
and distributed according to law; and, also, to cause to be done all such 
other acts of precaution or hostility, as the state of war will justify, and 
may in his opinion require. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That on the application of the 
owners of private armed vessels of the United States, the President of 
the United States may grant them special commissions in the form which 
he shall direct under the seal of the United States; and such private armed 
vessels, when so commissioned, shall have the like authority for subdu
ing, seizing, taking and bringing into port any Algerine vessel, goods or 
effects, as the before-mentioned public armed vessels may by law have; 
and shall therein be subject to the instructions which may be given ·by 
the President of the United States for the regulation of their conduct; 
and their commissions shall be revokable at his pleasure. Provided, 
That before any commission shall be granted as aforesaid, the owner or 
owners of the vessels of which the same may be requested, and the com
mander thereof for the time being shall give bond to the United States, 
with at least two responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel, in the 
penal sum of seven thousand dollars, or if such vessel be provided with 
more than one hundred and fifty men, in the penal sum of fourteen thou
sand dollars, with condition for observing the treaties and laws of the 
United States, and the instructions which may be given as aforesaid, and 
also for satisfying all damages and injuries which shall be done contrary 
to the tenor thereof by such commissioned vessel, and for delivering up 
the commission when revoked by the President of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That any Algerine vessel, goods, 
or effects which may be so captured and brought into port, by any private 
armed vessel, of the United States, duly commissioned as aforesaid, may 
be adjudged good prize, and thereupon shall accrue to the owners, and 
officers, and men of the capturing vessel, and shall be distributed accord
ing to the agreement which shall have been made between them, or, in 
failure of such agreement, according to the discretion [ of] the court 
having cognisance of the capture. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CnAP. XCI.-JJ.n .11.ct to amend the act entitled ".JJ.n act to provide additi01wl 
revenues for defraying the expenses ef government, and maintaining the public 
credit, by laying a direct tax upon the United States, and to provi'de for assess
ing and collecting the same," and the a,cf entitled ".JJ.n a,ct to provide additional 
revenues f()'f' defraying the expenses ef government, and maintaining the public 
credit, by laying duties on household furniture, and on gold and silver watches." 

Be it enacted by tlic Senate and ]louse of Rcprcsmtativcs of the United 
Stales of America, in Congress assembled, That instead of the first day 
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of February next, prescribed by the "Act to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of government, and maintaining the public 
credit, by laying a direct tax upon the United States, and to provide for 
assessing and collecting the Bame," to the principal assessors to direct 
and cause the several assistant assessors to inquire after and concerning 
all lands and other objects taxed, the first day of April next be, and the 
same is hereby prescribed for that purpose. And that the time prescribed 
in the thirty-ninth section of the said act, to the Secretary of the Trea
sury, to notify the collectors of the several collection districts, to proceed 
to the collection of the direct tax, after the current year, shall be some 
day in the month of May, instead of the month of February. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the thirteenth section of the 
"Act to provide additional revenues for defraying the expenses of govern
ment and maintaining the public credit, by laying duties on household 
furniture, and on gold and silver watches," be, and the same is hereby so 
amended, as that the several acts, required to be performed, previously to, 
or during the month of February, in any year, may, and shall be per
formed, previously to, or during the month of May, in any year, as the 
case may be, which last month, instead of February, shall be taken as 
the time referred to therein, for taking the lists of property under a gene
ral assessment; and it shall be the duty of the principal assessor, in 
every year, within thirty days after the expiration of the said month of 
May, to make out and deliver to the collector, the lists as is required to 
be rendered by the said last mentioned act, to which this act is a supple
ment, and the like alteration hereby made in the tenth section of the said 
act, shall, and hereby is made in the other sections thereof, so far as any 
acts depending thereon are thereby required to be done. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the publication to be made by 
the collectors to be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury for that 
purpose, as prescribed and required in the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth 
sections of the act to which this act is a supplement, shall, instead of being 
printed for sixty days, in at least one newspaper published in the state, as 
therein provided, be printed at least once a week, for eight weeks in suc
cession, in every newspaper within the state, in which the laws of the 
United States are by public authority published; and for which printing the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby authorized, to pay 
and allow a price proportionate to the price of the other public printing 
done in said papers, and no more. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 
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CnAP. XCIII.-.Bn Act authorizing the board qf navy crnnmissioners to appoint March 3, 1815. 
clerks. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the board of Navy Com
missioners be, and they are hereby authorized to appoint two clerks, to 
be attached to their office, who shall receive for their services a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars each per annum. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for this purpose the sum of 
two thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. XCIV.-An Act further to provide for the collection qf duties on imports 
and tonnage. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and ]louse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful f,r 
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any collector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector of the customs, as well 
in an adjoining district as that to which he belongs, to enter on board, 
search, and examine any ship, vessel, boat, or raft, and if he shall find on 
board the same any goods, wares, or merchandise, which he shall have pro
bable cause to believe are subject to duty, the payment of which is in
tended to be evaded, or have been imported into the United States in any 
manner contrary to law, it shall be his duty to seize and secure the 
same for trial. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any col
lector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector of the customs, as well in any 
adjoining district as that to which he belongs, to stop, search, and ex
amine any carriage or vehicle, of any kind whatsoever, and to stop any 
person travelling on foot, or beast of burden, on which he shall suspect 
there are goods, wares, or merchandise, which are subject to duty, or 
which shall have been introduced into the United States in any manner 
contrary to law; and if such officer shall find any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, on any such carriage, vehicle, person travelling on foot, or 
beast of burden, which he shall have probable cause to believe are sub
ject to duty, or have been unlawfully introduced into the United States, 
he shall seize and secure the same for trial. And if any of the said 
officers of the customs shall suspect that any goods, wares, or merchan
dise, which are subject to duty, or shall have been introduced into the 
United States contrary to law, are concealed in any particular dwelling
house, store, or other building, he shall, upon proper application, on oath, 
to any judge or justice of the peace, be entitled to a warrant, directed to 
such officer, who is hereby authorized to serve the same, to enter such 
house, store, or other building, in the day time only, and there to search 
and examine whether there are any goods, wares, or merchandise, which 
are subject to duty, or have been unlawfully imported; and if, on such 
search or examination, any such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be 
found, which there shall be probable cause for the officer making such 
search or examination, to believe are subject to duty, or have been un
lawfully introduced into the United States, he shall seize and secure the 
same for trial; Provided always, That the necessity of a search warrant, 
arising under this act, shall in no case be considered as applicable to any 
carriage, wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, or other vehicle, of whatever 
form or construction, employed as a medium of transportation, or to 
packages on any animal or animals, or carried by man on foot. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That every collect0r of the cus
toms shall have authority, with the approbation of the principal officer 
of the Treasury Department, to employ within his district such number 
of proper persons, as inspectors of the customs, as he shall judge neces
sary, who are hereby declared to be officers of the customs; and the 
said inspectors, before they enter on the duties of their offices, shall take 
and subscribe, before the collectors appointing them, or before some 
magi:strate within their respective districts, authorized by law to adminis
ter oaths, the following oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, , having 
been appointed an inspector of the customs, within and for the district 
of , do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear, (or affirm, as the 
case may be,) that I will d_iligently and faithfully execute the duties of 
the said office of inspector, and will use my best endeavours to prevent 
and detect frauds and violations against the laws of the United States: I 
further swear, (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United 
States." 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That any collector, naval officer, 
surveyor, or inspector, when proceeding to make any search or seizure, 
authorized by this act, shall be, and he is hereby empowered to command 
any person who shall be within ten miles of the place where such search 
or seizure shall be made, to aid and assist such officer in the discharge 
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of his duty therein; and if any person, being so commanded, shall neg
lect or refuse to aid and assist such officer in making such search or 
seizure, the person so neglecting or refusing, shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding two hundred dollars, and not less than fifty dollars. And such 
officer may also demand, in cases of resistance, the assistance of the marshal 
of the district, or any of his deputies, who shall caJI upon the posse of the 
district, if nec~ssary in his or their judgment, to render effectual the 
execution of this act; and all citizens or inhabitants of the district, above 
the age of eighteen years, and able to travel, who refuse or neglect, upon 
proper notice from the marshal, or any of his deputies, to join such posse, 
shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, and be liable to he fined 
in any sum not exceeding three hundred dollars, and be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding three months. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the forfeitures ar.d penalties 
mentioned in this act, shall be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, or 
inflicted, by action of debt, or by infarmation or indictment, in any court 
competent to take cognisance thereof and try the same; and that all 
forfeitures and penalties, so recovered by virtue of this act, shall, after 
deducting all proper costs and charges, be dispose<l of as follows: one 
moiety shall be for the use of the United States, and be paid into the 
treasury thereof by the collector recovering the same; the other moiety 
shall he divided between, and paid in equal proportions to the collector 
and naval officer of the district and surveyor of the port, wherein the 
same shall have been incurred, or to such of the said officers as there 
may be in the said district: and in districts where only one of the aforesaid 
offices shall have been established, the said moiety shall he given to such 
officer: Provided, That where the seizure shall have been made by any 
inspector or inspectors out of the presence of the collector, naval officer, 
or surveyor, such inspector or inspectors shall be entitled, in addition 
to such other compensation as may be allowed them, to twenty-five per 
centum on the moiety herein given to the coJlector, naval officer and sur
veyor, as aforesaid, or to either of them: And provided also, That in 
all cases where such forfeitures and penalties shall be recovered, in pur
suance of information given to such collector, naval officer or surveyor, 
by any private inforrner, the one half of such moiety shall he given to 
such informer, and the remainder thereof shall be disposed of between 
the collector, naval officer, and surveyor, in manner aforesaid, and the 
same allowance of twenty-five per cent. to inspectors, when the seizure 
is made by them as aforesaid: Anrl provided likewise, That whenever 
the value of the property seized, condemned, and sold under this act, 
shall be less than two hundred and fi:ly dollars, that part of the forfeiture 
which accrues to the United States, or so much thereof as may he ne
cessary, shall he applied to the payment of the costs of prosecution: And 
it is .further provided, That if any officer or other person, entitled to a 
part or share of any of the penalties or forfeitures incurred in virtue of 
this act, shall be necessary as a witness on the trial for such penalty or for
feiture, such officer or other person may he a witness upon the said trial, 
but in such case he shall not receive or be entitled to any part or share 
of the said penalty or forfeiture: and the part or share to which he other
wise ·would have been entitled, shall revert to the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any suit or prosecution be 
commenced in any state court, against any collector, naval officer, sur
veyor, inspector, or any other officer, civil or military, or any other person 
aiding or assisting agreeable to the provisions of this act, or under colour 
thereof, for any thing done, or omitted to be done as an officer of the 
customs, or for any thing done by virtue of this act or under colour 
thereof, and the defendant shall, at the time of entering his appearance 
in such court, file a petition for the removal of the cause for trial at the 
next circuit court of the United States, to be h')lden in the district where 
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the suit is pending, and offer good and sufficient surety for his entering 
in such court, on the first day of its session, copies of said process against 
him, and also for his there appearing at the court and entering special 
bail in the cause, if special bail was originally required therein, it shall 
then be the duty of the state court to accept the surety, and proceed no 
farther in the cause, and the bail that shall have been originally taken 
shall be discharged: and such copies being entered as aforesaid in such 
court of the United States, the cause shall there proceed in the same 
manner as if it had been brought there by original process, whatever 
may be the amount of the sum in dispute or damages claimed, or what
ever the citizenship of the parties, any former law to the contrary not
withstanding; and any attachment of the goods or estate of the defendant 
by the original process shall hold the goods or estate so attached to an
swer the final judgment in the same manner as by the laws of such state 
they would have been holden to answer final judgment, had it been ren
dered by the court in which the suit was commenced. And it shall be 
lawful in any action or prosecution which may be now pending, or here
after commenced, before any state court whatever, for any thing done, or 
omitted to be done, by the defendant, as an inspector or other officer of 
the customs, after final judgment for either party, to remove and transfer, 
by appeal, such decision, during the session or term of said court at 
which the same shall have taken place, from such court to the next cir
cuit court of the United States, to be held in the district in which such 
appeal shall be taken in manner aforesaid; and it shall be the duty of 
the person taking such appeal, to produce and enter in the said circuit 
court attested copies of the process, proceedings and judgment, in such 
cause; and it shall also be competent for either party, within six months 
of the rendition of a judgment in any such cause, by writ of error, or 
other process, to remove the same to the circuit court of the United 
States, of that district in which such judgment shall have been rendered, 
and the said circuit court shall thereupon proceed to try and determine 
the facts and the law in such action, in the same manner as if the same 
had been there originally commenced, the judgment in such case not
withstanding. And any bail which may have been taken, or property 
attached, shall be holden on the final judgment of the said circuit court 
in such action, in the same manner as if no such removal and transfer 
had been made as aforesaid. And the state court from which any such 
action may be removed and transferred as aforesaid, upon the party's 
giving good and sufficient security for the prosecution thereof, shall allow 
the same to be removed and transferred, and proceed no farther in the 
case: Provided however, That if the party aforesaid shall fail duly to 
enter the removal and transfer as aforesaid in the circuit court, agreeable 
to this act, the state court, by which judgment shall have been rendered, 
and from which the transfer and removal shall have been made as afore
said, shall be authorized, on motion for that purpose, to issue execution, 
and to carry into effect any such judgment, the same as if no such re
moval and transfer had been made: Provided nevertheless, That this act 
shall not be construed to apply to any prosecution for an offence involv
ing corporal punishment: And provided also, That no such appeal shall 
be allowed in any criminal action or prosecution, where final judgment 
shall have been rendered in favour of the defendant or respondent, by 
the state court; and in any action or prosecution against any person as 
aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such person to plead tl1e general issue, 
and give this act and any special matter in evidence. And if in any 
suit the plaintiff is nonsuit, or judgment pass against him, the defendant 
shall recover double costs. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That in any suit or prosecution 
against any person, for any act or thing done as an officer of the customs, 
or any person aiding or assisting such officer therein, and judgment shall 
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be given against the defendant, or respondent, if it shall appear to the 
court, before which such suit or prosecution shall be tried, that there was 
probable cause for doing such act or thing, such court shall order a 
proper certificate or entry to be made thereof, and in such case the defen
dant or respondent shall n_ot be liable for costs, nor shall he be liable to 
execution, or to any action for damages, or to any other mode of prose
cution, for the act done by him as aforesaid: Provided, That such pro
perty or articles as may be held in custody by the defendant, if any, be, 
after judgment, forthwith returned to the claimant or claimants, his, her, 
or their agent or agents. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in force 
for one year, and no longer: Provided, That all fines, penalties, and for
feitures, which shall have been incurred before the expiration of the act, 
shall be recovered and distributed, and may be mitigated or remitted, in 
the same manner as if it had not expired. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP, XCV.-.9n .Oct supplementary to an act, entitled ".On act far the better 
arganization ef the cQUrts of the United States, within tlte state ef New York." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, be, 
and hereby is authorized to appoint one person as marshal, and one as 
district attorney for the northern judicial district of the United States 
within the state of New York, created by the act to which this act 
is a supplement, bearing date the ninth day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen; and that the terms of appoint
ment and service, together with the duties, responsibilities and emolu
ments of the said marshal and district attorney, respectively, for the 
district aforesaid, be in all respects the same within their said district, as 
the terms of appointment and service, the duties, responsibilities and emo
luments of all other marshals and district attorneys, respectively, within 
their respective districts, in the United States of America. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. XCVI. -.lln .!let maldng 1in additional appropriation for the service of the 
yeai· one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IEouse of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That, for defraying 
the expense of preparing certificates of registry for ships and vessels, 
and for furnishing lists of crews, the sum of five thousand dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. XCVII.-.lln ./let further supplementary to an act, entitled "Jin aet provid• 
ing far the indemnification of certain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi 
territary." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the commissioners ap
pointed by virtue of the act entitled "An act supplementary to an act 
entitled 'An act providing for the indemnification of certain claimants of 
public lands in the Mississippi territory,"' shall be, and they are hereby 
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authorized to decide, in a summary way, upon the quantity or boundary 
of land contained in any grant or deed exhibited before them, by any of 
the claimants of lands released to the United States, agreeably to said 
act, according to such maps, surveys, or other evidence, as now exist or 
which they may be now able to procure, without requiring or permitting 
any other survey to be made. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall be, 
and th!'lY are hereby authorized to allow, and receive, in all cases, except 
those where femes coverts are parties, as sufficient legal releases, 
assignments, and powers, required by said act, and the supplement there
to, and as lawful conveyances, all such instruments as may be executed 
by the party, or his, her, or their attorney or attorneys, lawfully empower
ed, and either acknowledged by the party making the same, before some 
judge, or justice of the peace, notary public, mayor, recorder or alderman 
of a corporation, or master in chancery, or one of the said commission
ers, or proved by other evidence to the satisfaction of the commission
ers to have been duly executed hy the party. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
be, and they are hereby authorized, in all cases where the releases, 
assignments, and powers required by the act aforesaid, already presented, 
or which may be presented on or before the third Monday in March 
instant, or powers of attorney, by which said releases shall have been, or 
shall be made, shall be, in the judgment of the commissioners aforesaid, 
defectively drawn or executed, to allow a further time not exceeding 
two months, from and after the said third Monday in March instant, to 
perfect the same. 

SEc. 4, And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
be, and they are hereby authorized to admit and finally settle all such 
claims as have been, or may be, within the time limited, duly released, 
assigned, and transferred to the United States, any thing in the said 
original act, or any supplement thereto, to the contrary notwithstand
ing; and to administer oaths, or take affirmations, and to compel the 
attendance of witnesses, in all cases where necessary. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized, from time to time, to cause 
to be issued such certificates of stock as are specified in the said original 
act, and supplement thereto, to such claimant or claimants, whose claim 
may be decided on and reported by the commissioners, on receiving such 
report in relation to such claim, from the said commissioners. 

SEc. 6. A.nd be it f11rtlicr enacted, That the releases, assignments, and 
powers, required by the act aforesaid, and the supplement thereto, now 
received, and which may be hereafter received, shall be recorded by the 
secretary of the said commissioners, and the said records returned with 
all other papers and documents in relation to said claims, when the busi
ness of the said commissioners shall be closed, to the office of the 
Secretary of State; and that the said secretary r;;hall be paid by the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, out of any money not 
otherwise appropriated, at the rate of twelve and a half cents for each and 
every hundred words contained in each instrument so recorded. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That on the dissolution of the said 
board of commissioners, and the performance of the duties assigned 
them, the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby 
authorized, if in his judgment he shall consider the said commissioners 
entitled to any further additional compensation for their services than is now 
provided for, to cause them to be paid such other and further sums, out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, as he shall think 
just and reasonable: Proi,idrd, That such additional compensation r;;hall 
not exceed fifty cents to each commissioner, for every deed or evidence 
of title which shall be submitted to their examination and decision, in 
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pursuance of the provisions of the said original act, and the supplements 
thereto. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. XCVIII.-An JI.ct regulating and defining the duties ef the United States' 
Judges for the territory ef Illinois. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and J-Iouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Illinois territory shall 
be divided into three circuits in the manner and for the purposes herein
after mentioned. 

SEc. ;!. And be it further enacted, That the counties of Madison and 
St. Clair shall compose the first circuit, the counties of Randolph and 
Johnson shall compose the second circuit, and the counties of Gallatin 
and Edwards shall compose the third circuit. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the judges heretofore ap
pointed, or which may hereafter be appointed for the Illinois territory, 
under the authority of the government of the United States, shall, pre
vious to the time prescribed by this act for holding the first court in the 
said territory, proceed to allot amongst themselves the circuit in which 
they shall respectively preside, which, allotment shall continue in force 
for and during the term of one year thereafter; and such allotment shall 
be annually renewed, and which allotment, in writing, signed by the said 
judges, or a majority of them, shall be entered of record in the said 
courts, respectively, by the clerks thereof, at the commencement orthe 
term next after such allotment shall have been made. 

SEc. 4. And be it fm·ther enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said judges respectively to hold two terms annually in each county in 
their respective circuits, in conformity with the preceding sections of this 
act, which shall. commence at the times hereinafter mentioned, that is to 
say, in the county of Madison on the last Mondays in J\fay and Septem
ber, in the county of St. Clair on the second Mondays in June and Oc
tober, in the county of Randolph on the third Mondays in June and 
October, in the county of Johnson on the fourth Mondays in June and 
October, in the county of Gallatin on the first Mondays in July and No
vember, and in the county of Edwards on the second Mondays in July 
and November, in each year, and the said courts shall be styled circuit 
courts for the counties in which such courts shall be held respectively. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said courts shall be holden 
at the respective courthouses of said counties, and the said judges respect
ively shall in their respective circuits have jurisdiction over all causes, 
matters or things at common law or in chancery, arising in each of said 
counties, except in cases where the debt or demand shall be under twenty 
dcillars, in which cases they shall have no jurisdiction. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said judges shall be con
servators of the peace, and the said circuit courts, m term time, or the 
judges therecif in vacation, shall have power. to award injunctions, writs 
of ne exeat, habeas corpus, and all other wnts and process that may be 
necessary to the execution of the power with which they are or may be 
vested. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said circuit courts respect
ively shall have power to hear and determine all treasons, felonies, and 
other crimes, and misdemeanors that may be committed within the re
spective counties aforesaid, and that may be brought before them respect-
ively, by any rules or regulations prescribed by l~w. . . 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That all smts shall be tned Ill the 
counties in which they originate, unless in cases that are or- may be 
specially provided for by law. 
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SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, That if the circuit judge shall not 
attend on the first day of any court, or if a quorum of the court herein
after mentioned shall not attend in like manner, such co~rt shall stand 
adjourned from day to day until a court shall be made, if that shall hap
pen before four o'clock in the afternoon of the third day. 

SEc. 10. And be it farther enacted, That if either a circuit court, or 
the court hereinafter mentioned shall not sit in any term, or shall not 
continue to sit the whole term, or before the end of the term shall not 
have heard and determined all matters ready for its decision, all such 
matters and things depending in court, and undetermined, shall stand 
continued until the next succeeding term. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That if from any cause either of 
the said courts shall not sit on any day in a term after it shall have been 
opened, there shall be no discontinuance, but so soon as the cause is re
moved, the court shall proceed to business until the end of the term, if 
the business depending before it be not sooner despatched. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the judicial term of the said 
circuit courts shall consist of six days in each county, during which time 
the court shall sit, unless the business before it shall be sooner determined. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That a clerk shall be appointed 
by the said circuit courts respectively in each county, whose duty it shall 
be to issue process in all cases originating in his county, to keep and 
preserve the records of all the proceedings of the court therein, and to 
do and perform in the county all the duties which may be enjoined on 
him by law. 

Sl:c. 14. And he it further enacted, That in the cases that were on the 
thirty-first day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, depending in the courts of common pleas in the respective 
counties, the parties or their attorneys shall be permitted to take all such 
measures for bringing them to trial that might have been taken if no 
change had taken place, and the said circuit courts respectively shall as 
far as possible proceed to the trial thereof in the same manner that the 
said courts of common pleas might legally have done, had no other change 
than a mere alteration of the terms taken place. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the said judges ·appointed 
as aforesaid, or a majority of them, shall constitute a court, to be styled 
the court of appeals for Illinois territory, and shall hold two sessions 
annually at the town of Kaskaskia, which shall commence on the first 
Mondays in March and August, in every year, and continue in session 
until the business before them shall be completed, which court shall have 
appellate jurisdiction only, and to which appeals shall be allowed, and 
from which writs of error according to the principles of the common law, 
and conformably to the laws and usages of the said territory, may be 
prosecuted for the reversal of the judgments and decrees as well of the 
said circuit courts, as of any inferior courts which now are or may here
after be established by the laws of the said territory. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That a clerk shall be appointed 
by the said court of appeals, whose duty it shall be to issue process in all 
cases brought before the said court where process ought to issue, and 
to keep and preserve the records of all the proceedings of the said court 
therein, and to do and perform all such duties as may be enjoined on him 
by law. 

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That in all cases that were on the 
said thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred and fourteen, depend
ing in the general court of said territory, the parties or their attorneys 
shall be permitted to take all such measures for bringing them to a final 
decision that might have been taken if no change had taken place, and 
the said court of appeals shall, as far as practicable, proceed to the final 
determination thereof in the same manner that the said general court 
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might legally have done had no other change than a mere alteration of 
the terms taken place. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That appeals may be prayed and 
writs of error taken out upon matters of law only, in all cases wherein 
they are now allowed by law, to the said court of appeals, and all writs 
of error shall be issued by the clerk of the said court of appeals, and 
made returnable to the said court at Kaskaskia, but no question upon 
appeal or writ of error shall be decided without the concurrence of two 
judges at least. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That the legislature of the said 
territory shall have power to change the times of holding any of the courts 
required to be holden by this act: Provided however, That the said legis
lature shall not have authority to increase the number of sessions to be 
held by the said courts respectively, in conformity with the provisions of 
the preceding sections of this act. 

SEc. 20. And be it furtlier enacted, That no judge or justice appointed 
under the authority of the government of the said territory, shall be asso
ciated with the aforesaid United States' judges, when sitting as circuit 
court judges as aforesaid. This act to commence and be in force from 
and after the first day of April next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. XCIX.-.Bn .Bet to continue in force, for a limited time, the act entitled 
".Jln act for establishing frading-lwuses with the Indian tribes." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the Unit/',d 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the act, entitled "An act 
for establishing trading-houses with the Indian tribes," approved on the 
second <lay of March, eighteen hundred and eleven, shall be, and the 
same is hereby continued in force until the fourth day of March, eighteen 
hundred and seventeen, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. C.-.Jln .Bet to fix the compensations, and increase the responsibility 
if the collectors if the direct tax and internal duties I and /or other purpos~ 
connected with the collection thereef. 

Be it enacted by tl,e Senate and House of RPpresentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the collectors of the direct 
tax and internal duties, shall be entitled to receive the same commissions 
which are now allowed by law, until the first day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen: Provided, That the commissions accruing to 
any one collector, upon the moneys collected and paid into the treasury, 
between the thirty-first of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, and the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fif.. 
teen, shall not exceed the sum of three thousand dollars; and the said 
collectors shall, from and after the said first day of July, be allowed, in 
lieu of the commission now allowed by law, four and one half per cen
tum upon all moneys accounted for and paid into the treasury, from the 
first [of] July, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, until the first of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars; and one per centum upon all sums over and above that 
amount. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each collector, whose com
mission, in any one calendar year, shall not exceed one thousand dollars, 
shall be allowed, at the end of the year, in addition to such commission, 
the sum of two hundred dollars. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the collectors heretofore, or 
hereafter, designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, to receive the 
lists of property, lying within collection districts not owned, occupied, 
or superintended, by some person residing therein, shall, respectively, in 
addition to their other commissions and compensations, be allowed a 
commission of five per centum on the moneys received for taxes thereon, 
acc,mnted for and paid by them into the treasury. 

SEc. 4. And be if further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to apportion and distribute, annually, a 
sum not exceeding, in the whole, twenty-five thousand dollars, or to any 
one collector five hundred dollars, among such collectors, as for the exe
cution of the public service, it shall appear to him necessary so to com
pensate, in addition to the other emoluments to which they are entitled. 

SEc .. 5. And be it further enacted, That in case a collector shall die, 
resign, or be removed from office, he shall be entitled to a commission 
equal to the average rate of that allowed to the collector of the same 
district the preceding calendar year, and no more; and his successor 
shall, for the residue of the year, be allowed a commission equal to the 
sum that may remain, after deducting the sum allowed to his predecessor, 
from the whole amount of commission that would have been allowed, 
had there been no such death, resignation, or removal, and no more: Pro
vided, That either of the said collectors shall be entitled to the benefits of 
the provision contained in the fourth section of this act. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of each 
of the collectors, within ninety days from the end of every calendar year, 
to draw out a statement, exhibiting, in alphabetical order, the names of 
all the persons who may have paid, during the preceding calendar year, 
to him, or his deputies, any one or more of the internal duties, except 
those on household furniture and on stamps, with the aggregate amouut 
so paid, annexed to each name, and forthwith to cause one hundred copies 
of the same to be printed, to transmit one copy thereof to the commis
sioner of the revenue, to lodge one copy with the principal assessor, and 
one copy with the clerk of each town, county, and district, within his 
collection district, to post up one copy at each of the courthouses in his 
district, and to post up the remaining copies at the other most public 
places in his district, the reasonable expenses incurred in the preparing, 
printing, and posting up of which shall be allowed; and any collector 
who shall purposely or negligently fail to discharge this duty, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in office, and on conviction thereof, 
shall be fined a sum not less than five hundred dollars, nor more than ten 
thousand dollars. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That all letters to and from the said 
collectors, relative to their official duties, shall be conveyed free of postage. 
And any collector who shall put his frank upon any other letter, shall, for 
every such act, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, the whole 
of which shall be for the use of the person who shall give information 
thereof. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors to keep their offices open for the transaction of business, every 
day, except on established holy-days, between the hours of nine in the 
morning and three in the afternoon, and to attend therein themselves or 
by deputy; which said offices shall, after the present year, be kept at such 
places, in the respective districts, as may be designated by the commis
sioner of the revenue, in all cases in which such designation shall be 
thought expedient. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the amount of all taxes or 
duties collected by any deputy collector, until paid over to the collector, 
shall and hereby is declared to be a lien upon the lands and real estate of 
such deputy collector, and of his sureties, if he shall have given bond, 
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from the time when a suit shall be instituted for recovering the same; 
and for want of goods and chattels, or other personal effects of such deputy 
collector, or his sureties, to satisfy any judgment which shall or may be 
recovered against them respectively, such lands and real estates may be 
sold at public auction, after being advertised for at least three weeks, in 
not less than three public places within the collectiol} district, and in one 
newspaper printed in the county, if any there be, at least six weeks prior 
to the time ,of sale, and far lands or real estate sold in pursuance of the 
authority aforesaid, the conveyances of the marshals, or their deputies, 
executed in due form of law, shall give a valid title against all persons 
claiming under such deputy collector, or his sureties respectively. And 
iq every case it shall and may be lawful for a principal collector to main
tain and prosecute his action against a deputy collector and his sureties, 
or any of them, if a bond with sureties shall have been given, in the 
circuit court of the United States, for the recovery of all taxes collected 
by said deputy, and not paid over according to his engagement, or for the 
penalty of the bond, which m'ly have been given to secure the payment 
thereof: Provided always, That all moneys recovered in such suit shall 
be for the use of the United States, until the whole amount of the taxes 
collected and received by the deputy collector shall be otherwise paid to 
the United States by the deputy collector, or by the principal collector 
instituting such suits. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That if any collector, or his 
deputy, shall have cause to suspect a concealment of any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, in respect to which the respective provisions of the acts 
imposing an internal duty thereon have not been complied with, in any 
particular dwelling-house, store, building, or place, ( other than the manu
factory in which the same were made,) they, or either of them, shall, 
upon proper application on oath, to any justice of the peace, be entitled 
to a warrant to enter such house, store, or place, (in the day time only,) 
and there to search for such goods; and, if any shall be found, to seize 
and secure the same for trial. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, or mer
chandise, or other objects, which shall be seized by virtue of this act, or 
of any act relative to internal duties, shall be put into and remain in the 
custody of the collector, or such other person as he shall appoint for that 
purpose, until such proceedings shall be had as are legally required to 
ascertain whether the same have been forfeited or not; and if it shall be 
adjudged that they are not forfeited, they shall be forthwith restored to 
the owner or claimant thereof, and if any person shall conceal or buy 
any such goods, wares or merchandise, or other object, knowing them 
to be liable to seizure and forfeiture, such person shall, on conviction 
thereof, forfeit and pay a sum double the value of the goods, wares, or 
merchimdise, or other object, so concealed and purchased, one moiety of 
which shall be for the use of the informer, and the other for the use of 
the United States. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
several collectors to make seizure of, and secure any goods, wares, or mer~ 
chandise, or other objects liable to seizure by virtue of this or any other 
act relating to the internal duties, as well without as within their respective 
districts. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any officer or other per
S'.)n, executing or aiding or assisting in the seizure of goods, wares, or 
merchandise, or other objects as aforesaid, shall be sued or molested for 
any thing done in virtue of the powers given by this act, or of any other 
act, or by virtue of a warrant granted by any judge or justice, pursuant 
to law, such officer or other person may plead the general issue, and give 
this act and the special matter in evidence; and if in such suit the plain
tiff is non-suited, or judgment pass against him, the de"endant shall 
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recover double costs; and in actions, suits, or informations, to be brought 
where any seizure shall be made pursuant to this act, or any other act 
relative to internal duties, if the property be claimed by any person, in 
every such case the onus probandi shall be upon such claimant: but the 
onus probandi shall lie on the claimant only when probable cause is shown 
for such prosecution, to be judged of by the court before whom the 
prosecution is had. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That all penalties accruing by any 
breach of this act, or any act relative to internal duties, shall be sued 
for and recovered, with costs of suit, in the name of the United States 
of America, or of the collector, in any court competent to try the same, 
and the trial of any fact which may be put in issue, shall be within the 
judicial district in which any such penalty shall have accrued, or seizure 
been made; and the collector within whose district the seizure shall be 
made, or forfeiture incurred, is hereby enjoined to cause suits for the 
same to be commenced without delay, and prosecuted to effect; and is, 
moreover, authorized to receive from the court before whom such trial 
is had, or from the proper officer thereof, the sum or sums so recovered, 
after deducting all proper charges to be allowed by the said court, and on 
receipt thereof, the said collector shall pay and distribute the same, with
out delay, according to law, and transmit quarter-yearly to the commis
sioner of the revenue, an account of all moneys by him received for fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, during such quarter. And all goods, wares, 
and merchandise,or other objects, which shall become forfeited in virtue 
of this act, or of any act relative to internal duties, shall be seized and 
prosecuted for as aforesaid, before the proper court, which court shall 
cause fourteen days' notice to be given of such seizure, setting forth 
the articles seized, with the time and place appointed for trial, to be insert
ed in some newspaper published near the place of seizure, if any such 
there be, and also by posting up the same in the most public manner, for 
the space of fourteen days, at or near tht place of trial, for which 
advertisement, a sum not exceeding ten dollars shall be paid. And 
if no person shall appear and claim such articles, and give bond 
to defend the prosecution thereof, and to respond the costs, in case 
he shall not support his claim, the court shall proceed to hear and 
determine the cause according to law; and upon the prayer of any 
claimant, that any articles, so seized and prosecuted, or any part thereof, 
should be delivered to him, it shall be lawful for the court to appoint 
three proper persons to appraise such articles, who shall be sworn for the 
faithful discharge of their duty; and such appraisement shall be made 
at the expense of the party on whost prayer it is granted; and on the re
turn of such appraisement, if the claimant shall, with one or more sure
ties to be approved by the court, execute a bond in the usual form, to 
the United States, for the payment of a sum equal to the sum at which 
the articles, so prayed to be delivered, are appraised, which bond shall be 
lodged with the proper officer of the court, the said court shall order the 
said articles to be delivered to the said claimant, and if judgment shall 
pass in favour of the claimant, the said bond shall be cancelled: but if 
judgment shall pass against the claimant, as to the whole, or any part of 
such articles, and the claimant shall not within twenty days thereafter, 
pay into the court, or to the proper officer thereof, the amount of the 
appraised value of such articles so condemned, with the costs, judgment. 
shall and may be granted upon the bond without further delay. And 
where any prosecution shall be commenced on account of the seizure 
of any such goods, wares, and merchandise or other objects, and judg
ment shall be given for the claimant, if it shall appear to the court 
before whom such prosecution shall be tried, that there was reasonable 
cause of seizure, the said court shall cause a proper certificate or entry 
to be made thereof, and in such case the claimant shall not be entitled 
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to costs, nor shall the person who made the seizure, or the prosecutor, 
be liable to action, suit or judgment on account of such seizure and 
prosecution: Provided, That the said goods, wares, and merchandise, or 
other objects, be after judgment forthwith returned to such claimant or 
his agent: And provided, That no action or prosecution shall be main
tained in any case under this act, or any act relative to internal duties, 
unless the same shall have been commenced within one year after the 
penalty or forfeiture was incurred, or within the time in such act pre
scribed, as the case may be. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtlicr enacted, That all goods, wares, or mer
chandise, or other objects, which shall be condemned by virtue of this 
act, or of any other act relative to internal duties, and for which bond 
shall not have been given by the claimant, agreeably to the provisions for 
that purpose in the foregoing section, shall be sold by the marshal, or 
other proper officer of the court before whom condemnation shall be 
had, to the highest bidder, at public auction, by order of such court, and 
at such place as the said court may appoint, giving at least fifteen days' 
notice, ( except in case of perishable goods,) in one or more of the public 
newspapers of the place where such sale shall be; or if no paper is pub
fahed in such place, in one or more of the papers published in the nearest 
place thereto; for which advertising a sum not exceeding five dollars shall 
be paid. And the amount of such sales, deducting all proper charges, 
shall be paid within ten days after such sale by the person selling the 
same, to the clerk, or other proper officer of the court directing such sale, 
to be by him, after deducting the charges allowed by the court, paid to 
the collector of the district in which such seizure or forfeiture has taken 
place, as herein before directed. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlier enacted, That the foregoing provisions of 
this act shall be applicable, in all respects, as well to all acts that may 
hereafter be passed, relative to internal duties,astothose heretofore passed 
and now in force. 

SEc. 17. And be it furtlier enacted, That any collector or his deputy, 
who shall directly or indirectly take or receive any bribe, reward or recom
pense, for conniving, or shall connive at any false entry, application, report, 
account, or statement, required to be made or rendered by any act relative 
to internal duties, and shall be convicted thereof~ shall forfeit and pay a 
sum not less than two hundred nor more than two thousand dollars for 
each offence: and any person giving or offering any bribe, reward, or 
recompense, for any such deception, collusion, or fraud, shall forfeit and 
pay a sum not less than two hundred, nor more than two thousand dol
lars, for each offence; one moiety whereof shall be for the use of the 
informer, and the other moiety for the use of the United States. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That on all bonds given for inter
nal duties, an interest shall be paid, at the rate of six per cent. per annum, 
from the time when said bonds became due until the payment thereof. 

SEc. 19. And be it furtlier enacted, That any person, to whom a license 
for a still, or boiler, or other vessel, used in the distillation of spirituous 
liquors, may have been, or may_ hereafter be, granted, who shall so alter 
the same as to increase its capacity, on application in writing to the col
lector who issued the said license, stating such increase of capacity, and 
on paying or securing, previous to using the same, the duty arising there
on for the unexpired period of the license, at the rate of duty prescribed 
for such term for which a license may be granted as is next below such 
period, shall be authorized to employ the still, boiler, or other vessel so 
altered, on adducing the said license, and obtaining an endorsement 
thereon, under the hand of the said collector, which he is hereby required 
to make, specifying such increase of capacity, and that the duty thereon 
has been paid or secured. 

SEc. 20. And be it further en,u;ted, That any person who shall, after 
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the thirtieth day of June next, erect, or cause to be erected, any still, or 
boiler or other vessel used or intended to be used in the distillation of 
spirit;ous liquors, or ~ho shall so use any still, or b?il~r, or other vessel, 
in any part of the Umted States beyond the then ex1stmg boundary line 
established by law between the United States and the Indian tribes, or 
who shall be the owner, agent, or superintendent thereof, shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of five thousand dollars, together with the said still, boiler, or 
other vessel, and the spirits distilled therein; one moiety of which shall be for 
the use of the informer, and the other for the use of the United States. 
And for any violations hereof, the same course may and shall be pursued 
that is prescribed by the act passed the thirtieth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and two, entitled "An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," for viola
tions thereof; and the courts specified therein shall have like jurisdiction. 
And the same authority that is given by the· said act to apprehend and 
remove persons found in violation thereof, shall apply and extend to the 
said stills, boilers, or other vessels and the spirits distilled therein, which 
may be seized and removed in like manner. And all spirits which shall 
have been, or which hereafter shall be, so distilled, beyond the said 
boundary line, which shall be brought into the limits of a collection 
district, may and shall be seized and forfeited, and the person so intro
ducing the same shall, moreover, forfeit and pay one thousand dollars; 
one moiety of which shall be for the use of the informer, and the other 
for the use of the United States; Provided nevertheless, That no person 
who shall have removed his still out of one collection district into another 
shall be liable to take out another license during the period of any exist
ing license obtained for the same. 

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors of direct tax and internal duties, to prosecute for breaches of 
the provisions contained in the two preceding sections. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in the act 
or acts imposing a duty on sales at auction of goods, wares and merchan
dise, shall be construed to apply to the sale of any goods or chattels other 
than merchandise. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

CHAP. CI.-An ./let to vest more effectually in the state courts and in the district 
courts ef the United States jurisdiction in the cases therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the respective state or 
county courts within or next adjoining a collection district established by 
any act of Congress now in being, or hereafter to be passed for the col
lection of any direct tax or internal duties of the United States, shall be, 
and are hereby authorized to take cognisance of all complaints, suits and 
prosecutions for taxes, duties, fines, penalties and forfeitures arising and 
payable under any of the acts passed or to be passed as aforesaid, or 
where bonds are given under the said acts; and the district attorneys of 
the United States are hereby authorized and directed to appoint by war
rant an attorney as their substitute or deputy in all cases where necessary 
to sue or prosecute for the United States, in any of the said state or 
county courts within the sphere of whose jurisdiction the said district 
attorneys do not themselves reside or practise; and the said substitute or 
deputy shall be sworn or affirmed to the faithful execution of his dµty. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the jurisdiction conferred by 
the foregoing section shall be considered as attaching in the cases therein 
specified without regard to the amount or sum in controversy, and that it 
shall be concurrent with the jurisdiction of the district courts of the 
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United States; but may nevertheless be exercisea in cases where the fine 
penalty, or forfeiture may have been incurred, or the cause of action o: 
c~mplaint have arisen, at a less as well as °: greater distance than fifty 
~ile~ from the neares~ place by law es~abhshed for the holding of a 
d1stnct court of the U mted States. But m all suits or prosecutions insti
tuted by or on beha)f of ~he United States in any state or county court, 
the process, proceedmgs, Judgment and execution therein shall not be 
delayed, suspended or \n. any way ba!red or defeated by reason of any 
law of any state authonzmg or d1rectmg a stay or suspension of process 
proceedings, judgment or execution: Provided, That final decrees and 
judgments in civil actions, passed or rendered in any state court by virtue 
hereof, may be re-examined in the circuit court of the United States in 
the same manner and under the same limitations as are prescribed by'the 
twenty-second section of the act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States, passed the twenty-fourth of September, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-nine. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the state or county courts 
aforesaid, and the principal or presiding judge of any such court, shall be, 
and are hereby authorized to exercise all and every power in cases cognisa
ble before them by virtue of this act for the purpose of obtaining a mitiga
tion, or remission of any fine, penalty, or forfeiture, which may be exercised 
by the judges of the district courts of the United States in cases brought 
before them by virtue of the law of the United States, passed on the third 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, entitled "An 
act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, penalties and 
disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned," and in the exer
cise of the authority by this section given to the said state or county 
courts, or the principal or presiding judge as aforesaid, they shall be gov
erned in every respect by the provisions of the Jaw last mentioned, with 
this difference only, that instead of notifying the district attorneys of the 
United States, the said courts, or the presiding judges aforesaid, shall, 
before exercising said authorities, cause reasonable notice to be given to 
the substitute or deputy, who may have been appointed to sue or prose
cute for the United States, as aforesaid, that he may have an opportunity 
of showing cause against the mitigation or remission of such fine, pen
alty or forfeiture. 

SF.c. 4. And be it further enacted, That the district court of the 
United St~tcs shall have cognisance concurrent with the courts and 
magistrates of the several states, and the circuit courts of the United 
States, of all suits at common law, where the United States, or any offi
cer thereof, under the authority of any act of Congress, shall sue, although 
the debt, claim, or other matter in dispute, shall not amount to one hun
dred dollars. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I. RESOLUTIONS, expressive ef the sense ef Congress ef fhe gallan_t conduct ef O;P
tain Thomas Macdonough, the qfficers, seamen, marines, and infan_try serving 
tu marines, on board the United States' squadron an Lake Champlain. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States aJ America, in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress 
be, and the same are hereby presented to Captain Thomas ~acdonou~h, 
and,. through him, to the officers, petty officers, seamen, mar~nes, and m
fantry serving as marines, attached to the squadron under his ~ommand, 
for the decisive and splendid victory gained on Lake ~hamplam, on the 
eleventh of September, in the year on~ thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen over a British squadron of supenor force. 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
gold medals to be struck, emblematical of the action between the two 
squadrons,and to present them to Captain Macdonough and Captain Robert 
Henly and also to Lieutenant Stephen Cassin, in such manner as may 
be mo~t honourable to them; and that the President be further requested 
to present a silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to each of 
the commissioned officers of the navy and army serving on board, and a 
sword to each of the midshipmen and saijing masters, who so nobly dis
tinguished themselves in that memorable conflict. • 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to pre
sent a silver medal, with like emblems and devices, to the nearest male 
relative of Lieutenant Peter Gamble, and of Lie1;1tenant John Stansbury, 
and to communicate to them the deep regret which Congress feels for the 
loss of those gallant men, whose names ought to live in the recollection 
and affection of a grateful country. 

Resolved, That three months' pay be allowed, exclusively of the com
mon allowance, to all the petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
serving as marines, who so gloriously supported the honour of the 
American flag on that memorable day. 

APPROVED, October 20, 1814. 

II. RESOLUTION, expressive ef the seme ef Congress relative to the victory ef the 
Peaeock over the Epervier. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to present to Captain Lewis Warrington, of 
the sloop of war Peacock, a gold medal, with suitable emblems and de
vices, and a silver medal, with like emblems and devices, to each of the 
commissioned officers, and a sword to each of the midshipmen, and to 
the sailing master of the saicl vessel, in testimony of the high sense en
tertained by Congress of the gallantry and good conduct of the officers 
and crew, in the action with the British brig Epervier, on the twenty
ninth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
in which action the decisive effect and great superiority of the American 
gunnery were so signally displayed. 

APPROVED, October 21, 1814. 

HI. RESOLUTION, empowering the joint library committee ef Congress to contract 
for the purchase ef 1Wr. Jefferson's library. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the joint library commit
tee of the two houses of Congress be, and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered to contract on their part for the purchase of the library 
of Mr. Jefferson, late President of the United States, for the use of both 
houses of Congress; and that the committee lay the terms of said con
tract before Congress, for their ratification. 

ArraovED, October 21, 1814. 

IV. RESOLUTION, expressive ef the seme qf Congress relative to the capture ef 
the British sloop Reindeer, by the American sloop Wasp. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Re:presP,nfatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to present to Captain Johnston Blakely, of the 
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sloop Wasp, a gold medal, with suitable devices, and a silver medal, 
with like devices, to each of the commissioned officers, and also a sword 
!o eac~ of the midsh!pmen and the sailing master of the aforesaid vessel, 
m testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry 
and good conduct of the officers and crew, in the action with the British 
sloop of w~r Reindeer, on the twenty-eighth of June, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen; in which action determined bravery 
and cool intrepidity, in nineteen minutes, obtained a decisive victory by 
boarding. 

APPROVED, November 3, 1814. 

V. RESOLUTIONS, expressive rf the seme qf Congress, qf the gallantry and good 
conduct with which the reputation qf the arms qf the United States has been sus• 
fained by Major General Brown, Major General Scott, Major General Porter, 
Major General Gaines, Major General Macomb, and Brigadiers Ripley and 
Miller. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress 
be, an<l they are hereby presented to Major General Brown, and, through 
him, to the officers and men, of the regular army, and of the militia under 
his command, for their gallantry and good conduct in the successive 
battles of Chippewa, Niagara, and Erie, in Upper Canada, in which Bri
tish veteran troops were beaten and repulsed by equal or inferior numbers; 
and that the President of the United States be requested to cause a gold 
medal to be struck, emblematical of these triumphs, and presented to 
Major General Brown. 

Resolved, That the Pre8ident of the United States be requested to 
cause a gold medal to be struck, with suitable emblems and devices, and 
presented to Major General Scott, in testimony of the high sense enter
tained by Congress of his distinguished services in the successive con
flicts of Chippewa, and Niagara, and of his uniform gallantry and good 
conduct in sustaining the reputation of the arms of the United States. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to 
cause gold medals to be struck, with suitable emblems and devices, and 
presented to Brigadier General Ripley, Brigadier General Miller and 
Major General Porter, in testimony of the high sense entertained by 
Congress of their gallantry and good conduct in the several conflicts of 
Chippewa, Niagara and Erie. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be, and they are hereby pre
sented to Major General Gaines, and, through him, to the officers and 
men under his command, for their gallantry and good conduct, in defeat
ing the enemy at Erie on the fifteenth of August: repelling, with great 
slaughter, the attack of a British veteran army, superior in number, and 
that the President of the United States be requested to cause a gold 
medal to be struck, emblematical of this triumph, and presented to Ma
jor General Gaines. 

Resolved That the thanks of Congress be, and they are hereby pre
sented to Major General Macomb, and, through him, to the _o_~cers and 
men of the regular army under his command, and to the militia and vo-
1 unteers of New York and Vermont, for their gallantry and good conduct, 
in defeating the enemy at Plattsburg on the ele~enth of SeptE:mberi .r~ 
pelling with one thousand five hundred men, aided by a body of mil1t1a 
and volunteers from New York and Vermont, a British veteran army, 
greatly superior in number and that the President of the United States 
be requested to cause a goid _medal to be struck, emblematical of this 
triumph, and presented to MaJor General Macomb. 

APPROVED, November 3, 1814. 
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THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. SESS, III. RESOLUTIONS 6, 7, 8. 1815. 

VI. RESOLUTION, requesting the President ef the United States to recommend a day 
ef public humiliation,Jasting and prayer. 

It being a duty peculiarly incumbent: in a time of public calamity and 
war humbly and devoutly to acknowledge our dependence on Almicrhty 
God, and to implore his aid and protection : Therefore, "' 

Resolved, by tlte Senate and House of' Representatives of tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That a joint committee of 
both houses wait on the President of the United States, and request that 
he recommend a day of public humiliation, prayer and fasting, to be 
observed by the people of the United States with religious solemnity, 
and the oflering of fervent supplications to Almighty God for the safety 
and welfare of these states, his blessing on their arms, and a speedy resto
ration of peace. 

VII. RESOLUTION,/or furnishing the JJmerican .fl_ntiquarian Society with a copy ef 
the jmrnals aJ Congress, and ef the documents published under their order. 

Resolved by tlie Senate and l:louse of Representatives ef tlte United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That one copy of the public 
journals of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and of the 
documents published under the orders of the Senate and House of 
Representatives respectively, which have been, or shall be published by 
virtue of a resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives, pass
ed at the last session of Congress, be transmitted to the executive of the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the use and benefit of the American 
Antiquarian Society of said commonwealth. 

APPROVED, December 1, 1814. 

VIII. RESOLUTIONS, expressive ef the high sense entertai'ned by Congress ef the 
p_atriotism and good conduct if the people ef Louisiana and ef New Orleans, dur
ing the late military operations bif ore that city. 

Resolved by tlte Senate and 1-fouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States <if America, in Congress assembled, That Congress entertain a 
high sense of the patriotism, fidelity, zeal and courage with which the 
people of the state of Louisiana promptly and unanimously stepped forth, 
under circumstances of imminent danger from a powerful invading army, 
in the defence of all the individual, social and political rights held dear 
by man. Congress declare and proclaim that the brave Louisianians 
deserve well of the whole people of the United States. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of the generosity, 
benevolence and humanity displayed by the people of New Orleans, in 
voluntarily affording the best accommodations in their power, and giving 
the kindest attentions to the wounded, not only of our own army, but also 
to the wounded prisoners of a vanquished foe. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to 
cause the foregoing resolutions to be communicated to his excellency, 
the Governor of Louisiana, accompanied with a request that he cause 
the greatest possible-publicity to be given to them, for the information of 
the whole people of Louisiana. 

APPROVED, February 22, 1815. 



THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. SESS. UL RESOLUTIONS 9, 10, 11. 1815. 

IX. RESOLUTioss, expressive of the high sense entertained by Congress ef the 
gallantry and good conduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson, and Major D. Car
m.ick, and qf the ,tfficers, seamen, and marines under their command, in the de

fence of ]Yew Orleans. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Reprrsentatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That Congress entertain a high 
sense of the valour and good ccmduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson, of 
the officers, petty officers and seamen attached to his command, for 
their pr.ompt and efficient co-operation with General Jackson, in the late 
gallant and successful defence of the city of New Orleans, when as
sailed by a powerful British force. 

Resolved, Thrrt Congress entertain a high sense of the valour and good 
conduct of Major Daniel Carmick, of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and marines, under his command, in the defence of the said city, 
on the late memorable occasion. 

APPROVED, Febru:.ry 22, ]8Vi. 

X. RESOLUTIONS, expressive of the thanks of Congress to Major General Jackson, 
and the troops under his command, for· their gallantry and good cooouct in the 
defence of New Orleans. 

Resolved by the Senate and ]louse of Rrprescntatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress 
be, and they are hereby given to Major General Jackwm, and, through 
him, to the officers and soldiers of the regular army, of the militia, and 
of the volunteers, under his command, the greater proportion of which 
troops consisted of militia and volunteers, suddenly collected together, 
for their uniform gallantry and good conduct conspicuously displayed 
against the enemy, from the time of his landing before New Orleans 
until his final expulsion therefrom; and particularly for the valour, skill 
and g0od conduct on the f:'ighth of January last, in repulsing, with great 
slanghter, a numerous British army, of chosen veteran troops, when at
tempting, by a bold and daring attack, to carry by storm the works hastily 
thrown up for the prntection of New Orleans; and thereby obtaining a 
most signal victory over the enemy, with a disparity of loss, on his part, 
unexampled in military annals. 

R~snliied, That the President of the United States be requested to 
cause to be strnck, a gold medal, with devices emblematical of this 
splendid achievement, and presented to Major General Jackson, as a testi
mony of the high sense entertained by Congress of his judicious and dis
ti1wuished conduct on that memorable occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to 
cause the foregoing resolutions to be communicated to Major General 
Jackson.in such terms as he may deem best calculated to give effect to 
the objects thereof. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1815. 

XI. A RESOLUTION, directing the manner of providing stationery and procui·ing 
the printing for the Senate and House rf Representatives. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representat'ives of the Un-ited 
States of Amrrica, in Con!{ress assrmbled, That the secretary of the 
Senate and the clerk of the Honse of Reprrsentatives be directed, imme
diately after the adjournment of the present and each succeeding Con
grfss, to advertise three wcC'ks successively, in two .newspapers printed 
1;1 the district of Columbia, for propc.sals for supplying the Senate an<l 
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THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. SESS. III. RESOLUTIONS 12, 13. 1815. 

House of Representatives, during the succeeding Congress, with the 
necessary stationery and printing; which advertisement shall describe the 
kind of stationery and printing required: and that the proposals to be 
made be accompanied with sufficient security for their performance. 
And it shall be the duty of the secretary and clerk aforesaid, in the 
month of April thereafter, to notify the lowest bidder or bidders (whose 
securities are deemed sufficient) of the acceptance of his or their propo
sals: Provided, That this resolution shall not be so construed as to 
prevent the secretary and clerk aforesaid from contracting for separate 
parts of the supplies of stationery and printing required to be fur-
11ished. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

XII. RESOLUTIONS, relative to the distribution cf the laws ef the United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State 
cause to be distributed among the members of the present Congress, 
copies of the laws of the United States, ordered by law to be printed, as 
soon as the same shall be completed. 

Resolved, That so many of the remaining copies of the laws as are 
not already directed to be distributed, be deposited in the Congressional 
library. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1815. 

XIII. REsOLUTION,/or tlte apppoinlment ef a Joint committee, to wait upon t!te 
President, and request that he recommend a day ef thanksgiving to .lllmigltty 
God, for restoring to these United States the blessing ef peace. 

Rcsofoed by the Senate and llome of Representatives of the Unit1;d 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That a joiut committee of 
both Houses wait upon the President of the United States, and request 
that he recommend a day of thauksgiving, to be observed by the people 
of the United States, with religious solemnity, and the offering of devout 
acknowledgments to Almighty God, for his great goodness manifested 
in restoring to these United States the blessing of peace. 
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