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Parcels-post Convention between the United States of America and British February a, 1892. 

Guiana. 

For the purpose of making better postal arrangements between the Preamble. 

United States of America and British Guiana, the undersigned, John 
Wanamaker, Postmaster General of the United States of America, and 
Sir Julian Pauncefote, G. C. M. G., K. C. B., Her Britannic Majesty's 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at W ashingtou, by 
virtue of authority vested in them, have agreed upon the following 
articles for the establishment of a parcels-post system of exchanges 
between the United States and British Guiana. 

ARTICLE I. 

The provisions of this convention relate only to parcels of mail matter t· E:rt.entofconven
to be exchanged by the system herein provided for, and do not affect ,on. 

, the arrangements now existing under the Universal Postal Union Con
vention, which will continue as heretofore; and all theagreementshere
inafter contained apply exclusively to mails exchanged under these ar
ticles. 

ARTICLE II. 

1. There shall be admitted to the mails exchanged under this con- Articles admitted to 
• • l f h d" d "l tt l t thoruails. vent10n, art1c es o mere an 1se an ma1 ma er-except et ers, post 

cards, and written matter-of all kinds, that are admitted under any con-
ditions to the domestic mails of the country of origin, except that no 
packet may exceed llpounds (or 5 kilograms) in weight, nor the follow-
ing dimensions: Greatest length in any direction, three feet six inchPs; 
greatest length and girth combined, six feet; and must be so wrapped 
or enclosed as to permit their ('outents to be easily examined by post
masters and custom1-1 otlicers; and except, that the following articles an• 
1wohihitecl admission to the 111aili:H\x1·hang·(•d mulPr thisconvention: 

Publications which violate tlw eop_vright htwH of the country of dC'S· Articles prohibited. 

tination; poisom1, and explosive or inflammable suh1-1tances; fatty snh-
,;tanceR, liquids, and those wl1icl1 easily li(1nety. co11fections all(l pastPs; 
live or dead animal1-1, except dead insects and reptiles wl1en thoroughly 
dried; frnit1-1 arnl vegetahle1-1, aud substances which exhal<' a bad odor; 
lottery tickets, lottery a(lvertisements, or lottery circulars; all ohseene 
or immoral articles; articles whil'h may in any way damage or dmitroy 
the mails or injure the 1iersonR handling them. 

:l. All admissible articles of merchandise mailed in one country for ~om from in
the othP-r, or re('.eive,l in one country from the other, shall lw free from epect,on. 

any dPteution or inspection whatever, except such as is ref1uired for 
collt•ction of customs duties, and shall he forwanlt>d by the most speedy 
means to their destination, being subje(·t in their transmission to the 
lawR and regulations of each country, respectively. 

ARTICLE III. 

1. A letter or communication of the nature of personal correspondence . Letters accompany 
must not aceompany, lw written on, or enclosed with an;\· parl'el. rngparceis. 

:!. If such be found, the• letter will ht• pl.11·Pd iu tliemails if separable, 
and if the communication he in:-cparably attached, the whole package 
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will be rejected. If, however, any such should inadvertently be for
warded, the country of destination will collect double rates of postage 
according to the Universal Postal Union Convention. 

3. No parcel may contain packages intended for delivery at an ad
dress other than that borne by tlie parcel itself. If imch enclosed pack
ages be detected, they must be sent forward singly, charged with new 
and distinct parcel-post rates. 

ARTICLE IV. 

1. The following rates of postage shall in all cases be required to be 
fully prepaid with postage stamps of the country of origin, viz: 

2. In tlie United States, for a parcel not exceeding one pound in 
weiglit, 12 cents; and for each additional pound, or fraction of a pound, 
12 cents. 

3. Iu British Guiana, for a parcel not exceeding one pound in weight, 
six pence; and tor each additional pound, or fraction of a pound, six 
pence. 

4. The parcels shall be promptly delivered to addressees at the post
offices of address in the country of destination, free of charge for post
age; but the country of destination may, at its option, levy and collect 
from the addressee for interior service and delivery a charge the amount 
of which is to be fixed according to its own regulations, but which shall 
in no case exceed 5 cents or two and one-half pence for each parcel, 
whatever its weight. 

ARTICLE V. 

Receipt. 1. The sender will, at the time of mailing the package, receive a cer-
tificate of mailing from the post-office where the package is mailed on a 
form like Form 1 annexed hereto. 

Registry. 2. The sender of a package may have the same registered in accord-
ance with the regulations of the country of origin. 

Return receipt. 3. An acknowledgment of the delivery of a registered article shall 
be returned to the sender when requested; but either country may re
quire of the sender prepayment of a fee therefor not exceeding five 
cents or two and one-halfpence. 

Notice to addnleMe. 4. The addressees of registered articles shall be advised of the arrival 
of a package addressed to them, by a notice from the post-office of des
tination. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Custmnstleelaraijon. 1. The sender of each parcel shall make a customs declaration, pm-1ted 
upon or attached to the package, upon ,\ special form provided for the 
purpose (see 1<,orm 2 annexed hereto) giving a general description of 
the parcel, an accurate :-.tatemcnt of its contents and value, date of 
mailing, and the sender's signature and place of residence, and place of 
address. 

Cnlle<:tiou of dntiM. 2. The parcels in riuestion shall be subject in the country of destina-
tion to all customs dntiel'I and all customs regulations in force in that 
<:ountry for the protection of its customs revenues; and tl1e customs 
duties properly chargeable thereon shall be collected on delivery, iu 
accordance with the custom:,; regulations of the country of destination; 
but neither Render or addressee sltall be subject to the payment of any 
charge for fines or pena,lties 011 account of failure to comply with a,ny 
customs regulation. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Fees to be retained. Each country shall retain to its own use the whole of the postages, 
registration and deli\-ery fees, it collects on said pareels; consequently. 
this convention will give rise to no separate accounts between the two 
countries. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

1. The parcels shall be considered as a component part of the mails Transportation. 

exchanged direct between the United States and British Guiana, to be 
despatched to destination .by the country of origin at its cost and by 
such means as it provides; but must be forwarded, at the option of the 
despatching office, either in boxes JJrepared expressly for the purpose 
or in ordinary mail sacks, marked "parcels post," and securely sealed 
with wax, or otherwise, as may be mutually provided by regulations 
hereunder. 

2. Each country shall promptly return empty to the despatching office Return ofS11Cks, etc. 

by next mail, all such bags and boxes. 
3. Although articles admitted under this convention will be trans- Packing. 

mitted as aforesaid between the exchange offices, they should be so 
carefolly packed as to be safely transmitted in the open mails of either 
country, both in going to the exchange office in the country of origin 
and to the office of address in the country of destination. 

4. Each despatch of a parcels-post mail must be accompanied by a Descriptive list. 

descriptive list, in duplicate, of all the parcels sent, showing distinctly 
the list number of each parcel, the name of the sender, the name of the 
addressee with address of destination, and the declared contents and 
value; and must be enclosed in one of the boxes or sacks of such despatch 
( see Form 3 annexed hereto). 

ARTICLE IX. 

Exchanges of mails under this convention from any place in either Exchange office. 
country to any place in the other, shall be effected through the post-
offices of both countries already designated as exchange post-offices, or 
through such others as may be hereafter agreed upon; under such regu-
lations relative to the details of the exchange as may be mutually de-
termined to be essential to the security and expedition of the mails amt 
the protection of the customs revenues. 

ARTICLE X. 

1. As soon as the mail shall have reached the office of destination, Receipt of mail. 

that office shall cheek the contents of the mail. 
2. In the <>vent of the parcel bill not having been received a snhsti- Parcel bill. 

tute should he at once prepared. Errors. 
3. Any errors in tl1e eutrit>8 on tl1e parecl bill which may be di8cov

ered, should, after verification by a second officer, he corredtid and 
noted for report. to tlw 1lespatehi11g office on a form "Veritit·ation Cer
tificate," which shonld be 8eut in a spel'ial em-elope. 

4. If a parcel advist>d on the hill b11 uot ruceived, after the 11011-re1:t'ipt ref.~nn,c~iJJt of JJnr 

has been verified h,v a second officer, the entri: on the bill should be 
cancelt>d a11<l tlu· fact renorted at ouce 

5. 1f a parcel be obse{.ved to hi' insufficiently prepaid, it must not be Insulticientpoatag• 

taxed with deficient pm,tage, but the circumstance must be reported on 
the verification certificate form. 

6. Sl10nld a parcel be received in a damaged or imperfect condition, Damai.: .. 1 JJa«·els. 

fnH particular,- should be reporkcl on the same form. 
7. If no verification certifieate or note of error be reeeive1l, a parcel Correct mails. 

mail ;;hall !Je considered a;; duly delivered, haviug been found on ex-
amination correct in all respects. 

ARTICLE XI. 

1. If a parcel can not he delivernl a8 addre!'sed, or is refused, it must Failnretodeliver. 
he returnf'1l without charge, dirPctly to the despatching office of ex-
elrn11gP, at the expiration of thirty ,lays from its n·cPipt at the office of 
destination; and the country of orig-in may coiled from the sender for 
the 1eturn of the parcel, a sum equal to the postage when first mailed. 
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~- When the contents of a parcel which can not be delivered are 
liable to deterioration or corruption, they may be destroyed at once, if 
necessary, or if expedient, sold, without previom, notice or judicial for
mality, for the benefit of the right person, the particulars of each sale 
being noticed by one post-office to the other. 

3. An order for redirection or reforwarding must be accompanied by 
the amount due for postage necessary for the return of the article to 
the office of origin, at the ordinary parcel rates. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The post-office department of either of the contracting countries 
will 11ot be responsible for the loss or damage of any parcel, and 110 in
demnity cau consequently be claimed by the sender or addressee iu 
either country. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Further regulations The Postmaster General of the United States of America, and the 
Postmaster General of Brifo,h Guiana, shall have authority to jointly 
make such further regulations of order and detail as may be found 
necessary to carry out the present convention from time to time; ,and 
may, by agreement, prescribe conditions for the admission to the mails 
of any of the articles prohibited by Article II of this convention. 

Commencement. 

Approval. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

This convention shall take effect and operations thereunder sha1I 
begin on the first day of April, 1892, and shall continue in force until 
terminated by mutual agreement, but· may be annulled at the desire of 
citl1er department, upon six months' previous notice given to the oth<'r. 

Done in duplicate, and signed at Washington, the third day of Feb
ruary, 1892. 

[SEAL.] JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Postmaster General of the United States of .America. 

[SEAL.] JULIAN P .A.UNCEFOTE, 
H.B. M. Minister. 

The foregoing parcels-post convention between the United Stat.es 
of Aml:'rica arnl British Guiana. has been negotiated. and conclutlctl 
with my advice anti con.;ent, aull is hereby approvecl and. mtitied. 

111 testimony whernof, I have caused. the Great Seal of the Uuited 
States to be hereunto affixed. 

ISEAL,l 
By the President: 

JAMES G. BLAINE, 
&cretary of State. 

WASHINGTON, February 4tli, 1892. 

BENJ. HARRISON, 
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FORM 1. 

Parcel Post. 

A parcel addressed as nnder has been posted here thi" day. 

1--:-J ..................................................................... . 
L:_J::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Thfa certificate is given "to inform 1-he Render of tlw i,o.o,ting of a parcel, and does not indicate 
that any liability in respect of such parcel att.acbes to the Postmaster-General. 

Date. 

Stamp . 

.O..scription of 
parc"l: [State 
whether box, 
basket, bag, 

etc.] 

I 
I 
I 
! 
I 

FORM 2. 

A. 
Parcel post between tke United States and British Guiana. 

Place to which 
l'ORII 01" CUSTOMS DECLARATION. t~.r;:::l• 

Total 
Contents. Value. Percent. customs 

charges. 

-·--- ---- ----
$ • 

, 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
! ------·- --·"-

Total.. $ • 
--· 
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Form No.:. 

Receipt. 

FormNo.2. 

Customs declara
tion. 
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FormNo.3. 

CONVE:NTIOX-RIUTISH GUIANA. FEBRUARY 3, 18!l:!. 

B. 
Parcel Poat from ........... . 
Tho import,duty assessed by an officer of custom~ on ,~onh,nts of this parcel amounts 

to$ ...... , which must be pai<l before the parcel is delivered. 

Parcel Post from ........... . 
This parcel has been passed by an officer of ,·nstoms, aml must be delivered 

}'REE OP CHARGE. 

Date. 

Stamp. 

Date 

Stamp . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·j,~",~.(i;;,'e,,-az. 

l<'ORM 3. 

Date stamp of the 
dispawbing _exchange 

Post Office. 
Parcels/ram ..•..••......... for-··········•·• 

Date stamp of the 
receiving exchange 

Post Office. 

Parcel Bill No ....... , dated 18 .. : per S.S. " ........... . 

*Sheet No ..... 

~ Origin of Name of ad· 
parcel. dressee. 

Addressofpareel. Declared Declared 
contents. valne. Remarks. 

i 
$ 

\ 

Total.. $ 

When more than one sh,·ct is rt'(Juirt11l for the entry of the parcels sent by the mail, it will he 
sufficient if the nndennentioned partit-nlars ar" entert•d on the last shoot of the Parcel Bill. 

•Total number of parcels sent by the mail to 

* Number of boxe~ or othP,r re<'eptacles fOrm

ing the mail .. 

8ignatnre of disJ)atching officer at._ ......... . 

Post.Office: .... - ............... _ 

lb,. 

* Total weight of mail .......... . 

• Deduct weight of receptacles _. _ .... _ ....... . 

*Net weight of parcels ........... -.......... _ 

Signature of receiving officer at .................... Post, Offin .. : 


	Parcel-Post-British-Guiana-1892



