
GREAT BRITAIN-ALASKAN BOUNDARY. JULY 22, 1892. 

Coni:ention between the United States of America and the United King
ijo~n of Great Britain and_ Ireland for'! joint survey of the territory 
<tdJacent to the boundary line of the United States of America and the 
Dominion of Canada dividing the Territory of Alaska from the Prov
ince of British Columbia and the Northwest Territory of Canada. 
Concluded at Washington July 22, 1892; ratification advised by the 
Senate July 25, 1892; ratified by the President of the United States, 
July 29, 1892; ratified by the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 
August 5, 1892; ratifications e:cchanged at Washington, August 23, 
18.92; proclaimed August 26, 1892. • 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
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July 22, 1892. 

Whereas a Convention between the United States of America and Preamble. 

Great Britain providing for the delimitation of the existing boundary 
between the United States and Her Majesty's possessions in North 
America in respect to such portions of said boundary as may not in 
fact have been permanently marked in virtue of treaties heretofore 
concluded, was signed by their respective Plenipotentiaries at the City 
of Washington, on the twenty-second day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-two, the original of which Convention, being in 
the English language, is word for word as follows: 

The U uited States of America and Her Majesty the Queen of the Contracting parties. 

C'nitetl Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, being equally desirous 
to pro,-ide for the removal of all possible cause of difference between 
their respective governments hereafter in regard to the delimitation of 
the existiug boundary between the United States and Her Majesty's 
possessions in North America in respect to such portions of said bound
ary as may not in fact have been permanently marked in virtue of 
treaties heretofore concluded; have resolved to conclude a Convention 
in furtherance of these ends, and for that purpose have appointed as 
thPir respedin, Plenipotentiaries; 

The President of the United StateR, ,John W. l•'ostt>r, Seeretary of Plenipotentiaries 

State of the United States, and 
Her Majesty the Queen of tht~ United Kingdom of Great Britain 

aml lrPla1;d, the Honorable Michael II. Herbert, Charge d'AffaireR ad 
i-ufrrim of GrPat Britain, 

'Who, after having connnnnicated to each other their respective full 
powtm,, which wen~ fouul! to be in due and proper form, have agreed 
to allfl concluded the following Articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

'l'lw High Co 11trading Parties agree that a coincident or joint sur- ~urvey of territory 
· • ti · t • t) h 11 he d f adjacent to boundary VPY (as may be found m prac ce IH';)S convemen ~ a , ma ~ o lino of .Alaska to be 

tlw tt•rritory a(1jactmt to that P'.1r~ of t.he, boundai:Y _h~e of the U1;11ted made. 
Statt-s of Amerfra and tfa~ Hommion of Canada thVIdmg the Terntory 
of Alaska from the Province of British Columbia and the Northwest 
Territory of Canada, from the latitudP of 54° 40' North t~ the :point 
whern the said boundary line encounters the 141st degree of longitude 
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westward from the meridian of Greenwich, by Commissions to be ap
pointed severally by the High Contracting Parties, with a view to the 
ascertainment of the facts and data necessary to the permanent de
limitation of said boundary line in accordance with the spirit and 
intent of the existing treaties in regard to it between Great Britain 
and Russia and between the United States and Russia. 

Application will be made without delay to the respective legislative 
bodies for the appropriations necessary for the prosecution of the sur
vey, and the Commissions to be appointed by the two governments 
shall meet at Ottawa within two months after said appropriation shall 
have been made, and shall proceed as soon as practicable thereafter 
to the active discharge of their duties. 

The respective Commissions shall complete the survey and submit 
their final reports thereof within two years from the date of their first 
meeting. 

The Commissions shall, so far as they may be able to agree, make a 
joint report to each of the two governments, and they shall also re
port, either jointly or severally, to each government on any points 
upon which they may be unable to agree. 

Each government shall pay the expenses of the Commission appointed 
by it. 

Each government engages to facilitate in every possible way any 
operations which, in pursuance of the plan to be agreed upon by the 
Commissions, may be conducted within its territory by the Commission 
of the other. 

The High Contracting Parties agree that, as soon as practicable 
after the report or reports of the Commissions shaJl have been received, 
they will proceed to consider and establish the boundary line in ques
tion. 

ARTICLE II. 

Commis~ion to mark The High Contracting Parties agree that the Governments of the =~:;1¼; P:'i\::t United States and of Her Britannic Majesty in behalf of the Domin
port, Me. ' ion of Canada, shall, with as little delay as possible, appoint two Com

missioners, one to be named by each party, to determine upon a method 
of more accuratety marking the boundary line between the two coun
tries in the waters of Passamaquoddy Bay in front of and adjacent to 
Eastport, in the State of Maine, and to place buoys or fix such other 
boundary marks as they may determine to be necessary. 

Expenses. Each Government shall pay the expenses of its own <Jommissioner, 

Ratification. 

Exchange of ratifi" 
cations. 

and cost of marking the boundary in such manner as shall be deter
mined upon shaJl be defrayed by thfl High Contracting Parties in equal 
moieties. 

ARTICLE III. 

Thf\ present Convention shaJl be duly ratified by the President of the 
United States of America, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senatf\ thereof; and by Her Britannic Majesty; ancl the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Washington within twelve months from the 
date hereof, or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have signed 
this Convention and have hereunto affixed our seals. 

Done in duplicate at Washington the 22nd day of July one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-two. 

,JOHN W. FOSTER [SEAL.] 
MICHAEL II. HERBERT [SEAL.] 

And Whereas the said Convention has been duly ratified on both 
parts 7 and the ra~ifications of the two Go~·ernments were exchanged in 
the city of Washmgton, on the twenty-third clay of August, one thou
sand eight hundred and ninety-two; 
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Now therefore, be it known that I, Benjamin Harrison, President of Proclamation. 
the United States of America, have caused the said Convention to be 
made public, to the end that the same, and every article and clause 
thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United 
States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty-sixth day of August 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

lSEAL.] ninety-two and of the Independence of the United States the 
one hundred and seventeenth. 

BENJ HARRISON 
By the President: 

JOHN W. FOSTER, 
Se<ffetary of State. 




