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General act by and between the United Swtesof America, the Empire June14,1889. 
of Germany, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
providing for the neutrality and auf-Onomous government of the 
Samoan Islands. Concluded at Berlin June 14, 1889; ratification 
advised by the Senate February 4, 1890; ratified by the President 
February 21, 1890; ratifications exchanged at Berlin April· 12, 1890; 
assented to by Samoa April 19, 1890; proclaimed May 21, 1890. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas a General Act, providing for the neutrality and auton- Preamble. 

omous government of tl:ie Samoan Islands, was concluded and 
signed at the City of Berlin, on the fourteenth day of June, eight-
een hundred and,eighty-,.nine, by the Plenipotentiaries of the United 
States of America, of the Empire of Germany and of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the original of which General 
Act, being in the English language, is word for word as follows : 

The President of the United States of America, His Majesty the Em- Declaringpartteg 
peror of Germany, King of Prussia, Her Majesty the Queen of the 
Unitea Kingd-0m of Great Britain and Ireland, Empressoj India, 

Wishing to provide for the security of the life,_property and trade 
of the citizens and subjects of their respective Governmer.ts resid
ing in, or having commercial relations with the Islands of Samoa ; 
and desirous at the same time to avoid all occasions of dissension 
between their respective Governments and the Government and 
people of Samoa, while promoting as far as possible the peaceful 
and orderly civilization of the people of these Islands have resolved, 
in accordance with the invitation of the Imperial Government of 
Germany, to resume- in Berlin the Conference of Their Plenipoten
tiaries which was begun in Washington on June 25, 1887; and have 
named for Their present Plenipotentiaries the following: 

The President of the United States of America: 
Mr. John A. Kasson, 
Mr. William Walter Phelps, 
Mr. George H. Bates; 

His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia: 
Count Bismarck, Minister of State, Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, 
Baron von Holstein, Actual Privy Councillor of Legation, 
Dr. Krauel, Privy Councillor of Legation; 

Her ::Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Empress of India : 

Sir Edward Baldwin Malet, Her Majesty's Ambassador to the 
Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, 

Charles Stewart Scott, Esquire, Her Majesty's Envoy Ex
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Con
federation, 

Joseph Archer Crowe, Esquire, Her Majesty's Commercial 
Attache for Europe, 

Preamble. 

Plenlpot.entlariea. 
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who, furnished with full powers which have been found in good and 
due form, have successively considered and adopted: 

First; A Declaration respecting the independence and neutrality 
of the Islands of Samoa, and assuring to their respective citizens 
and subjects equality of rights in said Islands, and providing for 
the immediate restoration of peace and order therein. 

Second; A Declaration respecting the modification of existing 
treaties, and the assent of the Samoan Government to this Act. 

Third; A Declaration respecting the establishment of a Supreme 
Court of Justice for Samoa, and defining its jurisdiction. 

Fourth; A Declaration respecting titles to land in Samoa, re
straining: the disposition thereof by natives, and providing for the 
investigation of claims thereto and for the registration of valid titles. 

Fifth; A Declaration respecting the Municipal District of Apia, 
providing a local administration therefor and defining the jurisdic
tion of the Municipal Magistrate. 

Sixth ; A Declaration respecting taxation and revenue in Samoa. 
. Seventh; A Declaration respecting- arms and ammunition, and 

intoxicating liquors, restraining their-sale and use. 
Eighth; General Dispositions. 

ARTICLE I . 

.A. Declaration respecting the independence and neutrality of the 
Islands of Sarnoa, and assuring to the respecti1:e citizens and sub
jects of the Signatory Powers equality of rights in said IslandsJ· and 
providing for the immediate restoration of peace and order therein. 

Samoanlslandsneu- It is declared that the Islands of Samoa are neutral territory in 
intt.enitory. which the citizens and subjects of the Three Signatory Powers have 

equal rights of residence. trade and personal protection. The Three 
Powers recognize the independence of the Samoan Government and 

Samoan independ- the free right of the natives to elect their Chief or King and choose 
«ice. their form of Government according to their own laws and cus

toms. Neither of the Powers shall exercise any separate control 
over the Islands or the Government thereof. 

~ ~pa It is further declared, with a view to the prompt restoration of 
as g. peace and good order in the said Islands, and m view of the difficul-

.&rtlclen. 

Declaration. 

ties which would surround an election in the present disordered condi
tion of their Government, that Malietoa Laupepa, who was formerly 
made and appointed King on the 12th day of July 1881, and was so 
recognized by the Three Powers, shall again be so recognized here
after in the exercise of such authority, unless the Three Powers shall 
by common accord otherwise declare; and his successor shall be duly 
elected according to the laws and customs of Samoa. 

ARTICLE II . 

A Declaration respecting the modification of existing treaties, and 
the assent of the Samoan Goi•ernment to this Act. 

to~~ubordinate Considering that the following provisions of this General Act can 
not be fully effective without a modification of certain provisions of 
the treaties heretofore existing between the Three Powei:s, respect
ively, and the Govornment of Samoa, it is mutually declared that in 
every case where the provisions of this Act shall be inconsistent with 
any provision of such treaty or treaties, the provisions of this Act 
shall prevail. 

A.silent of Samoa. Considering further. that the consent of the Samoan Government 
is requisite to the validity of the stipulations hereinafter contained, 
the Three Powers mutually agree to request the assent of the Samoan 
Government to the same, which, when given, shall be certified in 
writing to each of the Three Governments through the medium of 
their respective Consuls in Samoa. 
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ARTICLE Ill. Article m. 

.A Declaration :especting the establishment of a Supreme Court of Declaration. 
Justice for Samoa and defining its jurisdiction. 

SECTION 1. A Supreme. Court shall be established in Samoa to suEiremeCourt,etc., 
-consist of one Judge, who shall be styled Chief Justice of Samoa and esta lisbed. 

who shall appoint a Clerk and a Marshal of the Court; and r~cord 
shall be kept of all orders and decisions made by the Court, or by the 
Chief Justice in the discharge of any duties imposed on him under 
this Act. The Clerk and Marshal shall be allowed reasonable fees 
to be regulated by order of the Court. . 

SECTION 2. With a view to secure judicial indepeudence and the Apnintment of 
-egual consideration of the rights of all parties, irrespective of nation- Cbie Justice. 
ality, it is agreed that the Chief Justice shall be named by the Three 
Signatory Powers in common accord; or, failing their agreement. he 
may be named by the King of Sweden and Norway. He shall be 
learned in law and equity, of mature years, and of good repute for 
his sense of honour, impartiality and justice. 

His decision upon questions within his jurisdiction shall be final. Salary,etc. 
He shall be appointed by the Samoan Government upon the cer
tificate of his nomination as herein provided. He shall receive an 
annual salary of six thousand dollars ($6,000.00) in gold, or its equiv
alent, to be paid the first year in equal proportions by the Three 
Treaty Powers, and afterward out of the revenues of Samoa appor
tioned to the use of the Samoan Government, upon which his com
pensation shall be the first charge. Any deficiency therein shall be 
made good by the Three Powers in equal shares. 

The powers of the Chief Justice, in case of a vacancy of that of
:fice from any cause, shall be exercised by the President of the Mu
nicipal Council, until a successor shall be duly appointed and quali
:fied. 

SECTION 3. In case either of the four Governments shall at any Complaints. 
time have cause of complaint against the Chief Justice for any mis-
conduct in office, such complaint shall be presented to the authority 
which nominated him, and, if in the judgment of such authority 
there is sufficient cause for his removal, he shall be removed. If the 
majority of the Three Treaty Powers so request, he shall be re-
moved. In either case of removal, or in case the office shall become 
otherwise vacant, his successor shall be appointed as hereinbefore 
provided. 

SECTION 4. The Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction of all ques- Juri8t).ct1on or Su· 
tions arising under the provisions of this General Act; and the de- preme ourt. 
cision or order of the Court thereon shall be conclusive UJ.>On all resi-
dents of Samoa. The court shall also have appellate Jurisdiction 
over all Municipal Magistrates and officers. 

SECTION 5. The Chief Justice is authorized at his own discretion, Assessors. 
and required upon written request of either party litigant, to appoint 
assessors, one of the nationality of each litigant, to assist the Court, 
but without voice in the decision. 

SECTION G. In case any question shall hereafter arise in Samoa re- Election ot King. 
spectinl( the rightful election or appointment of King or of any 
other Chief claiming authority oYer the Islands; or respecting the 
validity of the powers which the King or any Chief may claim in 
the exercise of his office, such question shall not lead to war but 
shall be l!resented for decision to the Chief Jm:tice of Samoa, who 
shall decide it in writing. conformably to the provisions of this Ad 
and to the laws and customs of Samoa not in conflict therewith ; and 
the Signatory Governments will accept and abide by such decision. 

SECTION 7. In case any difference shall arise between either of the s Differen~ ~= 
Treaty Powers and Samoa which they shall fail to adjust by mutual p~:~;;. an 
accord, such difference shall not be held cause for war, but shall be 
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referred for adjustment on the principles of justice and equity to 
the Chief Justice of Samoa, who shall make his decision thereon in 
writing. 

Recommendations SECTION S. The Chief Justice may recommend to the Govern-
astolaws,etc. ment of Samoa the passage of any law which he shall consider just 

and expedient for the frevention and punishment of crime and for 
the promotion of goo orcer in Samoa outside the Municipal Dis
trict and for the collection of taxes without the District. 

Transfer of suits to SECTION 9. Upon the organization of the Supreme Court there 
Supreme Court. shall be transferred to its exclusive jurisdiction 

1. All civil suits concerning real property situated in Samoa and 
all rights affecting the same. 

2. All civil suits of any kind between natives and foreigners or 
between foreigners of different nationalities. 

3. All crimes and offences committed by natives against foreign
ers or committed by such foreigners as are not subject to any con
sular jurisdiction ; subject however to the provisions of section 4 
Article V defining the jurisdiction of the Municipal Magistrate of 
the District of Apia. 

Practice and pro- SECTION 10. The practice and J?rocedure of Common Law, Equity 
cedure. and Admiralty, as administered m the courts of England, may be

so far as applicable-the practice and procedure of this Court ; but 
the Court may modify such 1ractice and procedure from time to time 
as shall be required by loca circumstances. The Court shall have 
authority to impose, according to the crime, the punishment estab
lished therefor by the laws of the United States, of England, or of 
Germany, as the Chief Justice shall decide most appropriate; or, 
in the case of Native Samoans and other Natives of the South Sea 
Islands, according to the laws and customs of Samoa. 

~~eJoomisdic- SECT_IO~ 11. Nothin~ i~ t~is_article shall bes'? const!~ed as to af-
• feet ex1stmg consular Junsd1ct10n over all quest10ns ar1smg between 

masters and seamen of their respective national vessels; nor shall 
the Court take any ex :post facto or retroactive jurisdiction over 
crimes or offences committed prior to the organization of the Court. 

Article IV. 

Declaration. 

ARTICLE IV. 

A Declaration respecting titles to land in Samoa and restra-ining the 
disposition thereof by nati-ves/ and providing for the investigation 
of claims thereto, and for the 1·egistration of valid titles. 

by~ation ~fu~i:: SECTION 1. In order that the native Samoans may keep their lands 
na vesp • for cultivation by themselves and by their children after them, it is 

declared that all future alienation of lands in the Islands of Samoa 
to the citizens or subjects of any foreign country, whether by sale, 
mortgage or otherwise shall be prohibited, subject to the following 
exceptions : 

Exceptions. (a) Town lots and lands within the limits of the Municipal District 
as defined in this Act may be sold or leased by the owner for a just 
consideration when approved in writing by the Chief Justice of 
Samoa; 

(b) Agricultural lands in the Islands may be leased for a just con
sideration and with carefully defined boundaries for a term not ex
ceeding forty (40) years when such lease is approved in writing by 
the Chief Executive Authority of Samoa and by the Chief Justice. 

But care shall be taken that the agricultural lands and natural 
fruit lands of Samoans shall not be unduly diminished. 

t.1e ~r~s:l?:s to set- • SECTION 2. In order to adjust and settle all claims by aliens of 
titles to land or any interest therein in the Islands of Samoa, it is 
declared that a Commission shall be appointed to consist of three (3) 
impartial and competent persons, one to be named by each of the 
Three Treaty Powers; to be assisted by an officer to be styled 



GENERAL ACT-SAMOAN ISLANDS. JUNE 14, 1889. 

"Natives' Advocate," who shall be appointed by the Chief-Execu
tive of Samoa with the approval of the Chief Justice of Samoa. 

Each Commissioner shall receive during his necessary term of. 
service, a compensation at the rate of three hundred dollars per 
month and his reasonable fare to and from Samoa. The reasonable 
and necessary expenses of the Commission for taking evidence and 
making surveys (such ex:penses to be approved by the Chief Justice) 
shall also be paid, -one third by each of the Treaty Powers. 

The compensation of the Natives' Advocate shall be fixed and paid 
by the Samoan Government. 

Each Commissioner shall be governed by the provisions of this 
Act; and shall make and subscribe an oath before the Chief Justice 
that he will faithfully and impartially perform his duty as such 
Commissioner. · 
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SECTION 3. It shall be the duty of this Commission, immediately ~mmisslon to give 
upon their organization, to give public notice that all claims on the ~~U::,. !t~ present 
part of any foreigner to any title or interest in lands in Samoa must ' • 
be presented to them, with due description of such claim and all 
written evidence thereof, within four months from such notice for 
the purpose of examination and registration; and that all claims not 
so presented will be held invalid and forever barred; but the Chief 
Justice may allow a reasonable extension of time for the production 
of such evidence when satisfied that the claimant has after due dil-
igence been unable to produce the same within the period aforesaid. 
This notice shall be published in Samoa in the German, English and 
Samoan Languages as directed by the Commission. 

The labours of the Commission shall be closed in two years, and 
sooner if practicable. 

SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of the Commission to investigate Investigation and 
all claims of foreigners to land in Samoa, whether acquired from report. 
natives or from aliens, and to report to the Court in every case the 
character and description of the claim, the consideration paid, the 
kind of title alleged to be conveyed, and all the circumstances affect-
ing its validity. 

They shall especially report 
(a) Whether the sale or dispositon was made by the rightful owner 

or native entitled to make it. 
(b) Whether it was for a sufficient consideration. 
(c) The identification of the property affected by such sale or dis

position. 
SECTION 5. The Commission whenever the case requires it shall Compromiaes. 

endeavour to effect a just and equitable compromise between litigants. 
They shall also report to the Court whetlier the alleged title should 
be recognized and registered or rejected, in whole or in part, as the 
case may require. 

SECTION 6. All disputed claims to land in Samoa shall be reported Disputed claims to 
by the Commission to the Court, together with all the evidence 00 

reported to Court. 

affecting their validity; and the Court shali make final decision 
thereon in writing, which shall be entered on its record. 

U ndis!)uted claims and such as shall be decided valid by the unani- _contlrmat/on -~t un
mous voice of the Commission shall be confirmed by the Court in disputed claims. 

proper form in writing, and be entered of record. 
SECTION 7. The Court shall make provision for a complete registry 

of all valid titles to land in the Islands of Samoa which are or may 
be owned by foreigners. 

SECTION 8. All lands acquired before the 28th day of August ~ds acquired 
1879-being the date of the Anglo-Samoan Treaty-shall be held as ~r to 28th August, 
validly acquired, but without prejudice to rights of third parties, if • 
:purchased from Samoans in good faith, for a valuable consideration, 
m a regular and customary manner. Any dispute as to the fact 
or regularity of such sale shall be examined and determined by the 
Commission, subject to the reYision and confirmation of the Court. 
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Title by prescrip- SECTION 9. The undisputed possession and continuous cultivation 
tion. of lands by aliens for ten years or more, shall constitute a valid title

by prescription to the lands so cultivated, and an order for the regis
tration of the title thereto may be made. 

Confirmation of im- SECTION 10. In cases where land acquired in good faith has been 
perfect titles. improved or cultivated upon a title which is found to be defective, 

the title may be confirmed in whole or in part upon the payment by 
the occupant to the person or persons entitled thereto of an addi
tional sum to be ascertained by the Commission and approved by the-
Court as equitable and just. • 

Claimstoberejected. SECTION 11. All claims to land, or to any interest therein, shall be 
rejected and held invalid in the following cases : 

(a) Claims based upon mere promises to sell, or options to buy. 
(b) Where the deed, mortgage or other conveyance contained at 

the time it was signed no description of the land conveyed sufficientll 
accurate to enable the Commission to define the boundaries thereo . 

(c) Where no consideration is expressed in the conveyance, or if 
expressed has not been paid in full to the grantor, or if the consid
eration at the time of the conveyance was manifestly inadequate and 
unreasonable. 

(d) Where the conveyance whether sale, mortgage or lease was 
made upon the consideration of a sale of fire arms or munitions of 
war, or upon the consideration of intoxicating liquors, contrary to
the Samoan law of October 25, 1880, or contrary to the Municipal 
Regulations of January 1, 1880. 

Appointment ofna- SECTION 12. The Land Commission may at its discretion through 
tive commission. h L D h" h h d" 

ArticleV. 

Declaration. 

t e ocal Government of the istrict in w 1c t e 1sputed land is. 
situated appoint a native Commission to determine the native grant
or's right of ownership and sale ; and the result of that investigation, 
together with all other facts pertinent to the question of validity of 
title, shall be laid before the Commission to .be by them reported to
the Court. 

ARTICLE V. 

A Declaration respecting the .Municipal District of Apia. providing 
a local administration therefor, and defining the jurisdiction of the, 
.Jlunicipal .Jfagisfrate. 

lt:nlcipaJDistrictof SECTION 1. The Munieipal District of Apia is defined as follows: 
~undaries. Beginning at Vailoa, the boundary passes thence westward along the

coast to the mouth of the River Fuluasa : thence following the coursa
of the river upwards to the point at which the Alafuala road crosses 
said river; thence following the line of said road to the point where 
it reaches the River Vaisinago; and thence in a straight line to the
point of beginning at Vailoa-embracing also the waters of the Har
bour of Apia. 

Council. SECTION 2. Within the aforesaid District shall Le established a. 
Municif.al Council, consisting of six members and a President of the
Counci. who shall also have a vote. 

Qualifications. Each 'member of the Council shall be a resident of the said District. 
and owner of real estate or conductor of a profession or business in 
said District which is subject to a rate or tax not less in amount than 
$5 per ann. 

l!lection di,,-tricts. For the purpose of the election of members of the Council, the said 
District shall be divided into two, or three, electoral districts from 
each of which an equal number of Councillors shall be elected by 
the taxpayers thereof qualified as aforesaid, and the members elected 
from each electoral district shaU have resided therein for at least six 
months prior to their election. 

It shall be the duty of the Consular Representatives of the Three
Treaty Powers to make the said division into electoral districts as. 
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soon as practicable af~er the s~gning of this act. In case they fa:il to 
agree thereon, the Chief Justice shall define the electoral d1stncts. 
Subsequent ch3rnges in the number of Councillors or the number 
and location of electoral districts may be provided for by municipal 
ordinance. 

The councillors shall hold their appointment for a term of two Term. 
years and until their successors shall be elected and qualified. 

In the absence of the President the Council may elect a Chairman 
"pro tempore." 

Consular Officers shall not be· eligible as Councillors, nor shall Ineligibles. 

Councillors excercise any Consular. functions during their term of 
office. 
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SECTION 3. The Munici.ral Council shall have jurisdiction over the Jurlsdlctionof eoun.. 
:1\funicipal District of Apia so far as necessary to enforce therein the cil. 

provisions of this Act which are applicable to said District, including 
the appointment of a Municipal Magistrate and of the necessary sub-
ordinate officers of justice and of administration therein ; and to 
provide for the security in said District of person and property, for 
the assessment and collection of the revenues therein as herein au-
thorized ; and to provide proper fines and penalties for the violation 
of the laws and ordinances which shall be in force in said District 
and not in conflict with this Act, including sanitary and police reg-u-
lations. They shall establish pilot charges, port dues, 9.uarantme 
and other regulations of the port of Ai,ia, and may establish a local 
postal system. They shall also fix the salary of the Municipal Magis-
trate and establish the fees and charges allowed to ether civil officers 
of the District, excepting Clerk and Marshal of the Supreme Court. 

All ordinances, resolutions and regulations passed by this Council Appro":1 ~ 
before becoming law shall be referred to the Consular Representa- ~ ,r 
t.ives of the Three Treaty Powers sitting conjointly as a Consular 
Board, who shall either approve and return such regulations or sug-
gest such amendments as may be unanimously deemed necessary by 
them. . 

Should the Consular Board not be unanimous in approving the 
regulations referred to them. or should the amendments unanimously 
suggested by the Consular Board not be accepted by a majority of 
the }Iunicipal Council, then the regulations in question shall be 
referred for modification and final approval to the Chief Justice of 
Samoa. 

SECTION 4. The Municipal Magistrate shall have exclusive juris- Municipal Magid-
diction in the first instance over all persons irrespective of national- ti~ction. 
ity in case of infraction of any law, ordinance, or regulation passed 
by the Municipal Council in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act, provided that the penalty does not exceed a fine of two hundred 
dollars or imprisonment for a longer term than 180 days. 

In cases where the penalty imposed by the Municipal Magistrate 
shall exceed a fine of twenty dollars or a term of ten days imprison
ment an appeal may be taken to the Supreme Court. 

SECTION 5. The President of the )Iunicipal Council shall be a man PresidentofCounclk 
of mature vears, and of good reputation for honour, justice and impar- Selection. 
tiality. He shall be agreeil upon by the Three Pow~rs; or, failing 
such agreement, he shall be selected from the nationality of Sweden, 
The Netherlands, Switzerland, :Mexico or Brazil, and nominated by 
the Chief Executive of the nation from which he is selected, and 
appointed by the Samoan Governme11t upon certificate of such nomi-
nation. 

He may act under the joint instruction of the Three Powers, but 
shall receive no separate instruction from either. He shall be guided 
hy the spirit and proYisions of this General Act, and shall apply 
hhnself to the promotion of the peace, good order and civilization 
of Samoa. He maY advise the Samoan Gm~ernment when occasion 
requires, and shall giYe such advice when requested by the King, but 
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always in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and not to the 
prejudice of the rights of either of the Treaty Powers. 

He shall receive an annual compensatic.n of five thousand dollars 
($5,000.00), to he paid the first year in equal shares by the Three 
Treaty Powers, and afterward out of that portion of Samoan rev
enues assigned to the use of the Municipality, upon which his salary 
shall be the first charge. 

He shall be the Receiver and Custodian of the revenues accruing 
under the provisions of this Act, and shall render quarterly reports 
of his receipts and disbursement to the King, and to the Municipal 
Council. 

He shall superintend the Harbour and Quarantine regulations, and 
shall, as the Chief Executive officer be in charge of the administra
tion of the laws and ordinances applicable to the Municipal District 
of Apia. 

SECTION 6. The Chief Justice shall, immediately after assuming 
the duties of his office in Samoa, make the proper order or orders 
for the election and inauguration of the local government of the 
Municipal District, under the provisions of this Act. Each Member 
of the Municipal Council, including the President, shall, before en
tering upon his functions, make and subscribe bef~re the Chief 
Justice an oath, or affirmation that he will well and faithfully per
form the duties of his office. 

ARTICLE VI. 

A Declaration respecting Taxation and Revenue in Samoa. 

Port of Apia to be SECTION 1. The Port of Apia shall be the port of entry for all 
sole port of entry. dutiable goods arriving in the Samoan Islands; and all foreign goods, 

wares and merchandise landed on the Islands shall be there entered 
Naval stores of for examination; but.coal and n;tval stores which either Govern-

treaty powers. ment has by treaty reserved the right to land at any harbour stipu
lated for that purpose are not dutiable when imported as authorized 
by such treaty, and may be there landed as stipulated.without such 
entry or examination. 

Duties on imports, SECTION 2. To enable the Samoan Government to obtain the neces-
etc. sary revenue for the maintenance of government and good order in 

the Islands, the following duties, taxes and charges may be levied 
and collected, without prejudice to the right of the native govern
ment to levy and collect other taxes in its discretion upon the natives 
of the Islands and their property, and with the consent of the Con
suls of the Signatory Powers upon all property outside the Municipal 
District, provided such tax shall bear uniformly upon the same 
class of property, whether owned by natives or foreigners. 

Schedule A. 
Import duties. 

Schedule B. 
Export duties. 

A.-Import Duties. 

1. On ale and porter and beer per dozen quarts .......................... . 
2. On spirits, per gallon ................................................ . 
3. On wine except sparkling,_per gallon ................................. . 
4. On sparkling wines per gallon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 
5. On tobacco per lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... • • • • • 

;: 8: ~~1;:~-. -~~h:::::::::.:::::: ·.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
8. On gunpowder per lb ........... •. . . . . . . . . . ................. • .... • • • • • 
9. Statistical duty on all merchandise and goods imported, except as afore-

said, ad valorem ...................................... - • • • ... • · · · · 

B.-Export Duties. 

Doll.c . 
. 50 

2.50 
1.00 
1.50 

.50 
1.00 
4.00 

9--~i> 

2 p. c. 

g: =~} ad valorem .••.••..............•........•..••••.••••.•••• { ~ f ~: 
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C.-Taa:es to be annually letned. 

1, Capitation tax on Samoans and other Pacific Islanders not included 
under No. 2, per head. . . . . . . . . . . ................................. . 

2. Capitation tax on col~ plantation laborers, other than Samoans, per 
head ...................... · ..................................... . 

3. On boats, trading and others (excluding native canoes and native boats 
carrying only the owner's property) each ......................... . 

4. On :firearms, each ................................................. . 
5. On dwelling houses (not including the dwelling houses of Samoan natives) 

and on land and h011!le8 used for commerc1al p~, ad valorem .. 

6. Special taxes on traders as follows : 
Class I. On stores of which the monthly sales are '2,000 or more, each 

store ............................................................ . 
Class II. Below '2,000 and not less than $1,000 ..................... . 
Class m. Below fl,000 and not less than '500 ...................... . 
Class IV. Below '500 and not less than '250 ........................ . 
ClassV. Below '25() ........ ....................................... . 

D.-Occarional taa:es; 

1. Ontradingvel:ieels exceeding 100 tons burden,calling at Apia, at each call. 
2. Upon deeds of real estate, to be paid before registration thereof can be 

made, and, without payment of which, title shall not be held valid, 
1ipon the value of the consideration paid .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 

8. Upon other written transfers of property, upon the selling price ....... . 
Evidence of the payment of the last two taxes may be shown by law

ful stamps affixed to the title paper, or otherwise by the written receipt 
. of the proper tax collector . 

. 4. Unlicensed butchers in Ap~ shall pay upon their sales ............... . 

E.-License taa:es. 

Doll. c. 

1.00 

2.00 

4.00 
2.00 

1 p.c. 

Doll. c. 

100.00 
48.00 
36.00 
24.00 
12.06 

10.00 

½ p.c. 
1 p.c. 

1 p.c. 

No person shall engage as proprietor or manager in any of the following profes
sions or OOCIJ1ll'tiODB ex,cept after having obtained a License therefor, and for such 
License the following tax shall be paid in advance : 

Doll. 
Tavern keeper.................................................. 10 per month. 
Attorney, be.rrister or solicitor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00 per annum. 
Doctor of medicine or dentistry .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 80 " " 
Auctioneer or commission agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 " 
Baker .......................................................... 12 ' 1 

Banks or companies for banking . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 " 
Barber......................................................... 6 " 
Blacksmith ......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 " 
Boat-builder. . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
But.cher . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 " 
Cargo-boat or lighter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
Carpenter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
Photographer or artist ......................................... , 12 " 

~eer ~ts' .•. : : : : : : : : : •. : : : : : .. : : : ·.:: : : : : : . : : : : : : : : : : : : : '.: 1: :: 
apprentices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 " 

Hawker........................................................ 1 " 
Pilot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 '' 
Printing press .......................... •........................ 12 '' 
Sailmaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
Shipbuilder . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . 6 " 
Shoeniaker .......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
Land surveyor .............................................. ., . . 6 " 
Tailor.......................................................... 6 " 
Waterman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
Salesmen, book keepers, clerks, paid not less than $75 a month. . . . S " 
Same when paid over $75 a month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 " 
White laborers and domestics per head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •5 " 
Factory hands and independent workmen........................ 5 " 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
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ScheduleC. 
Annual taxes. 

ScheduleD. 
Occasional taxes. 

ScheduleE. 
IJ<lell8e taxes. 

SECTION 3. Of the revenues paid into the Treasury the proceeds of Disposition of reve
the Samoan capitation tax, of the license taxes paid by native nues. 
Samoans, and of all other taxes which may be collected without the 
Municipal District, shall be for the use and paid out upon the order of 
the Samoan Government. The proceeds of the other taxes, which 

STAT L-VOL XXVI--!)5 
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are collected in the Municipal District exclusively, shall be held for 
the use and paid out upon the order of the Municipal Council to meet 
the expenses of the Municipal Administration as provided by this 
Act. 

Currency standard. SECTION 4. It is understood that " Dollars" and " Cents," terms 
of money used in this Act, describe the standard money of the 
United States of America, or its equivalent in other currencies . 

.Article vn. ARTICLE VII. 

Declaration. A. declaration respecting arms and ammunition, and intoxic?ting 
liquors, restraining their sale and use. 

Importation of SECTION 1. A.rrns and ammunition. The importation into the 
arms. etc., forbidden. Islands of Samoa of arms and ammunition by the natives of Samoa, 

or by the citizens or subjects of any foreign country, shall be pro
hibited except in the following cases : 

Exceptions. (a) Guns and ammunition for sporting purposes, for which written 
license shall have been previously obtained from the President of 
the Municipal Council. 

(b) SmalL arms and ammunition carried by travelers as personal 
appanage. 

The sale of arms and ammunition by any foreigner to any native 
Samoan subject or other Pacific Islander resident in Samoa is also 
prohibited. 

Forfeiture. Any arms or ammunition imported or sold in violation of these 
ao-:U.~ Samoan provisions shall be forfeited to the Government of Samoa. The 

• Samoan Government retains the right to import suitable arms and 
ammunition to protect itself and maintain order ; but all such arms 
and ammunition shall be entered at the Customs (without payment 
of duty) and reported by the President of the Municipal Council to 
the Consuls of the Three Treaty Powers. 

Furtherrestrictions. The Three Governments reserve to themselves the future consider
ation of the further restrictions which it may be necessary to impose 
upon the importation and use of fire-arms in Samoa. 

1ntox1catin9, liquor SECTION 2. Intoxicating Liquors. No spirituous, vinous or fer-
trafllc forbid en. mented liquors, or intoxicating drinks whatever, shall be sold, given 

ArticleVlll. 

Declaration. 

or offered to any native Samoan, or South Sea ~slander resident in 
Samoa, to be taken as a beverage. 

Adequate penalties, including imprisonment, for the violation of 
the provisions of this Article shall be established by the Municipal 
Council for application within its jurisdiction ; and by the Samoan 
Government for all the Islands. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

General dispositions. 

Duration of Act. SECTION 1. The provisions of this Act shall continue in force until 
changed by consent of the Three Powers. Upon the request of 
either Power after three vears from the signature hereof, the Powers 
shall consider by common accord what ameliorations, if any, may 
be introduced into the provisions of this General Act. In the mean
time any special amendment may be adopted by the consent of the 
Three Powers with the adherence of Samoa. 

~hange ot ratifi. SECTION 2. The present General Act shall be ratified without un-
• necessary delay, and within the term of ten months from the date 

of its signature. 
In the meantime the Signatory Powers respectively engage them

selves to adopt no measure which may be contrary to the dispositions 
of the said Act. 
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Each Power further engages itself to give effect in the meantime 
to all provisions of this Act which may be within its authority prior 
to the final ratification. 

Ratifications shall be exchanged by the usual diplomatic channels 
of communication. 

The assent of Samoa to this General Act shall be attested. by a 
certificate thereof signed bf the King and executed in triplicate, of 
which one copy shall be delivered to the Consul of each of the Signa
tory Powers at Apia for immediate transmission to his Government. 

Done in triplicate at Berlin this fourteenthdayof June, one thou-
sand eight hundred and eighty-nine. 

JOHN A. KASSON. 
WM:. WALTER PHELPS. 
GEO. H. BATES. 
H. BISMARCK. 
HOLSTEIN. -
.R. KRAUEL. 
EDWARD B. MALET. 
CHARLES S. 8cOTT. 
J. A. CROWE. 
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And whereas the said General Act has been duly ratified by the Batiflcatfon. 
Governments of the Signatory Powers and the respective ratifica
tions of the same were deposited in the archives of the Imperial 
German Government, at the City of Berlin, on the 12th day of April, 
one thousand, eight hundred and ninety; 

And whereas the Government of Samoa has assented to the said AsBent of Samoa. 
General Act, as is attested by a certificate signed in triplicate at 
Apia on the 19th day of April one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety by His Majest1. Malietoa, King of Samoa· 

Now, therefore, be 1t known that I, Benjamin Harrison, President Proclamation. 
of the United States of America, have caused the said General Act 
to be made public, to the end that the same, and every article and 
clallse thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the 
United States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this 21st day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety, and 

(SEAL] of the Independence of the United States the one hundred 
and fourteenth. 

By the President : 
JAMES G. BLAINE, 

Secretary of State. 

BENJ. HARRISON. 
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