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November 28, 1889, Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of tb.e United 
;',!JJ:!t ~~~ States of America, do earnestly recommend that Thursday, the 
big. twenty-eighth day of this present month of November, be set apart 

as a day of National thanksgiving and prayer, and that the people of 
our country, ceasing from the cares and labors of their working day, 
shall-sssemble in their respective places of worship and give thanks 
to God, who has prospered us on our way and made our paths the­
paths of peace; beseeching Him to bless the day to our present and 
future good, making it truly one of thanksgiving for each re-united 
home circle as for the Nation at large. 

Noftlllber 2, 18811. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this first day of November, in_ 
the year of our Lord one thousand, eight hundred and 

[SEAL.] eighty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States. 
the one hundred and fourteenth. 

By the President : 
JAMES G. BLAINE, 

&cref;a,ry of Si;a,te. 

.8ENJ. HARRISON. 

[No. 5.] 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas the Congress of the United States did by an act approved 
on th~ twent~-second 9-ay of Febru~ry o~e thousand eight 1?-undr~ 
and e1ghty-mne provide that the mhab1tants of the Tel'l'ltory ot 
Dakota might, upon the conditions prescribed in said act become 
the States of North Dakota and South Dakota; 

And whereas it was provided by said act that the area comprising 
the Territory of Dakota should, for the purposes of the act, be 
divided on the line of the seventh standard parallel produced due 
west to the western boundary- of said Territory and that the dele­
gates elected as therein provided to the Constitutional convention in 
districts north of said parallel should assemble in convention, at the­
time prescribed in the act, at the city of Bismarck: 

And whereas it was provided by the said act that the delegates 
elected as aforesaid should, after they had met and organized, de­
clare on behalf of the people of North Dakota, that they adopt the 
Constitution of the United States; whereupon the said convention 
should be authorized to form a constitution and State Government 
for the proposed State of North Dakota; 

And whereas it was provided by said act that the Constitution so 
adopted should be republican in form and make no distinction in 
civil or political rights on account of race or color, except as to In­
dians not taxed, and not be repugnant to the Constitution of the­
United States and the principles of the Declaration of Independence; 
and that the Convention should, by an ordinance irrevocable with­
out the consent of the United States and the people of said States, 
make certain provisions prescribed in said act; 

And whereas it was provided by said act that the Constitutions of 
North Dakota and South Dakota should, respectively, incorporate 
an agreement to be reached in accordance with the provision of the­
act. for an equitable division of all property belonging to the Terri­
tory of Dakota, the disposition of all public records, and also for 
the apportionment of the debts and liabilities of said Territory, and 
that each of said States should obligate itself to pay its proportion 
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of such de"bts and liabilities the same as if they had been created 
by such States respectively; • 

And whereas it was provided by said act that the Constitution thus 
formed for the people of North Dakota should, by an ordinance of 
the Convention forming the same, be submitted to the people of 
North Dakota at an election to be held therein on the first Tuesday 
in October, eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, for ratili.cation or re­
jection by the qualified voters of said proposed State and that the 
returns of said election should be made to the Secretary of the Ter­
ritory of Dakota, who, with the Governor, and Chief Justice thereof, 
or any two of them, should canvass the same; and if a majority of 
the legal votes cast should be for the Constitution, the Governor 
should certify the result to the President of the United States, to­
gether with a statement of the votes cast thereon, and upon separate 
articles or propositions and a copy of· said Constitution, articles, 
propositions and ordinances; • 

And whereas it has been certified to me by the Governor of the 
Territory of Dakota that within the time prescribed. by said act of 
Congress a Constitution for the proposed State of North Dakota has 
been adopted and the same ratified by a majority of the qualified 
voters of said proposed State in accordance with the conditions pre­
scribed in said act; 

And whereas it is also certified to me by the said Governor that at 
the same time that the body of said Constitution was submitted to a 
vote of the peopie, a separate article, numbered twenty and entitled 
"Prohibition," was also submitted an<l received a majority of all the 
votes cast for and against said article as well as a majority of all the 
votes cast for and against the Constitution, and was adopted. 

And whereas a duly authenticated copy of said Constitution, article, 
ordinances and propositions, as required by said act has been received 

byN1!!!:, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United North Dakota ad­
States of America, do, in accordance with the provisions of the act of mltt.ed as a state• 
Congress aforesaid, declare and proclaim the fact that the conditions 
imposed by Congress on the State of North Dakota to entitle that 
State to admission to the Union have been ratified and accepted and 
that the admission of the said State into the U:Q.ion is now complete. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this second day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty­

[ SEAL.] nine, and of the Independence of the United States of Amer­
ica the one hundred and fourteenth. 

By the President: 
JAMES G. BLAINE, 

Secretary of State. 

BENJ. HARRISON. 

[No. 6.] 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. • 

Whereas the Congress of the United States did, by an act approved November 2, 1888. 

on the twenty-second day of February, one thousand eight hundred Preamble. 
and eighty-nme, provide that the inhabitants of the Territory of Da- vo1.25,p. 6711• 

lrnta might, Ul)OU the conditions prescribed in the said act, become 
the States of North Dakota and South Dakota; 

And whereas it was provided by said act that the area comprising 




