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October:; l886. Treaty between the United States of America and the Kingdom of 
Tonga of amity, commerce and narigctfion. Concluded October 2, 
1886; ratification, icith amendment, aclrised by the Senate Janu
ary 19, 1888; mtifiecl by the President of the United States Febru
ary 7, 1888; ratified ny the King of Tonga August 1, 1888; ratifi
cations exchanged at Nukualofa August 1, 1888; proclai1necl Sep
tember 18, 1888. 

Preamble. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas a Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, between 
the United States of America and the Kingdom of Tonga was con
cluded and signed by their respective Plenipotentiaries on board the 
United States Steamer "Mohican," in the harbor of Nukualofa, Ton
ga ta bu, on the second day of October, eighteen hundred and eighty
six, which Treaty, as amended, by the Senate of the United· States, 
and befog in the English and Tongan languages, is word for word as 
follows: 

Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation, between _the United 
States of America and the King of Tonga. 

contracUngparties. The United States of America and the King of Tonga, mutually 
desirous of maintaining and strengthening their relations and inter
ests; have resolved to conclude a treaty of amity, commerce and 
navigation: and to this end have empowered as their representa
tives: The President of the United States; George H. Bates, Special 
Commissioner of the United States to Tonga; And His Majestr, the 

Plenlpote11tiarie11. King of Tonga: the Reverend Shirley Waldemar Baker, Premier of 
the Kingdom of Tonga; Who, after producing to each other their 
respective powers, have agreed upon the following Articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Peace and amity. There shall be perpetual peace and amity between the United States 
of America and the King of Tonga, his heirs and his successors. 

ARTICLE II. 

Reciprocal immuni• The citiz:ms of the United States shall always enjoy, in the domin-
ties to citizens. ions of the King of Tonga, and Tongan subjects shall always enjoy 

in the United States, whatever rights, privileges and immunities are 
now. accorde1 t_o citizen~ or subj~cts of the most-favored nation; and 
no rights, pnv1leges or 1mmumties ·shall be granted her(mfter to anv 
foreign state or to the citizens or subjects of any foreign state by 
either of the High Contracting Parties, which shall not be also equally 
~nd uncon~iti~n.ally grante~ by t11;e sa!Ile to the other High Contract
mg Party, its citizens orsubJects; 1t bemg understood that the Parties 
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hereto affirm the 1rinciple of the law of nations that no privileo-e Pri,i!eges granted 
ntecl f•• 1· equ1· ,-a e1 t . t f • ·t } .b for equivalents gra _. . ,) 1 u1 on. accou_n . o pro_p1nqu1 y or ot 1er special 

cond1tions comes under the sbpulat10ns herem contained as to favored 
nations. • 

ARTICLE III. 

Citizens of the United States in Tonga, and Tono-ans in the United P,er~issi_on to trade 

St · · ·t · d l · b anu SOJOUill • . at_es .. may v1s1 soJonrn an trac_ e 111 any part of the respective ju- . 
r1sd1et10ns. and rent, occupy and improve lands and erect dwellings, 
otfices and ware-ho1!ses thereon. subject to the laws and regulations 
of the country; which shall however in no case, except in respect of 
empl?:yment as la~orers, be more rest_rictive than those imposed upon 
the c1t1zens or snbJects of the respectwe country, or upon the citizens 
or subjects of the most-favored nation. 

ARTICLE IV. 

There shall be reciprocal liberty of commerce and navigation be- C?mmerceandnavi
tween the United States and the Tonga Islands, and no duty of cus- gatmn. 

toms or other impost shall be charged upon any goods being the prod-
uce or manufacture of one country, when imported therefrom into 
the other country,_other or higher than is charged upon the same, the 
produce or manufacture of or imported from any other country. 

ARTICLE Y. 

No other or higher duties or charges on account of harbor dues, Harbor, etc., dues. 

pilotage. quarantine, salvage in case of damage or ship-wreck or 
other shipping charges shall be ill'lposed in the dominions of the 
King of Tonga on vessels of the United States, or in the United 
States on Tongan vesools, than are imposed on vessels belonging to 
the most-favored nation. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The ships-of-war of either of the High Contracting Parties may Rights o' ships-of
enter all ports, places and waters within the jurisdiction of the other, war. 

to anchor and remain, take in stores, refit and repair. subjeet to the 
laws and regulations of the country. To enable this privilege to ht• 
carried out in his dominions, the King of Tonga agTl'PS to se('tll't' to 
t11e government of the United States by lease at nominal rt>nt with Len.S<•nfcoalingNta-• • . tiou on Tonga lslau<ll!. 
covenants of renewal. all rights of free use of necessary ground m 
any harbor of the Tonga Isl~n~s which sh~ll be m~1tually agre~•d 
upo!J,, for the purpose of estabhshrn~ a perman~nt C<_)almg awl l't:>pa1r-
stahon. the rights of Tongan sovereignty thert>m bemg fully reserve<! 
and admitted; and in selecting a station for this purpose. due regard 
shall he had for auv similar concession which the King of Tonga has 
or may have granted by treaty to any other government.. 

ARTICLE VII. 

All steam vessels which mav be employed by the Government of steam mall vessels. 
the United States in the carrying of their mails in and across the 
Pacific Ocean shall have free access to all ports of the Tonga Islands, 
a~ul shall be there subject only to one-third of the 1~sual harbor and 
p1lot~ge dues, prm:idecl tha_t no vessel _shall be entitled to such ex-
emption exC'ept upon condition of carrymg free of charge the Tongan 
mails to ports of destination and call of such vessel. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

• The whaling or :fishing vessels of the United States shall have free ,!1=tow~ 
access to the ports and harbol-s of Tonga, an.d in the ports of entry vesse 
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thereof shall be permitted to barter or trade their supplies or goods 
for provisions for the use of their own vessels and crews, without 
being subject to the law relative to trading licenses, and shall be sub-

. ject to no port-, OP harbor-dues or pilotage whatever; but this privi
iege of barter and trade shall not include the supplying of spirituous 
liquors. or arms or ammunition to the Tongans. And such whaling 
or fishing vessels shall, after having entered any port of entry in the 
Tonga Islands, be at liberty to anchor off any island or reef thereof, 
for the purpose of whaling or boiling down; provided, such vessel 
does not anchor within the distance of three nautical miles from any 
inhabited town,-but nothing in this clause shall be so construed as 
to permit infringement of the quarantine laws of the dominions of 
the King of Tonga. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Exemption from mil
itary duty. 

All citizens of the United States residing in the Touga Islands, and 
Tongan subjects residing in the United· States, shall be exempted 
froni all compulsory military service whether by sea or land, and 
from all forced loans, military requisitions and quartering of troops. 
They shall, moreover not be· compelled to pay any other or higher 
taxes or license fees, or personal dues of any kind, than are or may 
be paid by the citizens or subjects of the High Contracting Party 
levying the same. 

ARTICLE X. 

Desertion of seamen. Should anv member of the ship's company desert from a vessel-of
war or merchant vessel of either of the High Contracting Parties, 
while such vessel is within the territorial· juris~iction of the other, 
the local authorities shall render all lawful assistance for the appre
hension of such deserter, on application to that effect made by the 
Consul of the High Contracting Party concerned, or if there be no 
Consul, then by the master of the vessel. 

Appointment of con
sular officers. 

Jurisdiction of t'nl
t?cl States Consular of
ticers in Te,nga. 

Civil suits. 

ARTICLE XL 

Each of the High Contracting Parties may appoint Consuls, Vice-· 
Consuls, Commercial Agents and Vice-Commercial Agents, for the 
protection of trade, to reside in the territory of the other High Con
tracting Party ; but before any Consular officer so appointed shall act 
as such, he shall in the usual form be approved of and admitted by 
tho Govern~ient of the cc~untry to which ]1~ is sent; and all s~ch 
Consular officers shall enJoy the same privileges and powers with 
those of the most favored nation. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Consuls and Consular representatives of the United States in Tonga 
shall have all jurisdictional rights over civil and criminal matters 
concerning their own citizens and vessels, in conformity with the 
statutes of the United States and the law of nations; and they may 
call upon the authorities of Tonga for aid in making arrests or en
forcing judgments: And, Citizens of the United States charged with 
committing offenses against Tongans shall be amenable onlv to the 
Consular jurisdiction and shall be punished according to the law of 
the United States: and Tongans charged with committing offenses 
against citizens of the United States shall be tried by Tongan courts 
and punished according to Tongan law. 

Claims of a civil nature against citizens of the United States shall 
be cognizable only_in the Consular jurisdiction, a_nd Tongan Courts 
sha~l be open to c1Lzens of the G nited States to prosecute such claims 
agamst Tongans, according to law: Provided that citizens of the 

~ . 
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United Stat.es charged with violations of laws and regulatiuus of 
Tonga re}atrng to customs. taxation. public health and local police 
not cogrnzable as such under the laws d the Unitetl :States, shall be 
arnenabl~ to the jurisdiction of the Tongan Courts upon notice to the 
nearest U. S. Consul or Commercial Agent, if there be one resitlent 
i1~ Tonga, whc! shall have the right to be present at the trial, and to 
direct or vron<le for the defense of the accused : the proceedings at 
all such trials shall be public and the rPcords thereof shall bo public 
and accer;sible. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

1443 

Perfect and entire freedom of conscience and worship, with right Religiousfreedom. 
of sepulture according to their creed, shall be enjoyed by the citizens 
or subjects of either of the High Contracting Parties within the juris-
<l.iction of the other. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

This Treaty shall become effective upon promulgation and shall Duration. 
continue in force for ten years, and thereafter until one year after 
notice shall have been giv,m by one of the High Contracting Parties 
to the other of its desire to terminate the same: save and except as 
to Article VI. (relative to the establishment or a coaling-station), 
which shall be terniinable only by mutual consent. 

ARTICLE XV. 

This Treaty shall be ratified and the ratifications exchanged at 
Nukualofa as soon as possible. 

This Treaty is executed in duplicate, one copy being in English 
and the other in Tongan, both versions having the same meaning 
and intention, but the English version shall be considered the orig
inal, and shall control in case of any variance. 

In witnesS' whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed 
this Treaty, and thereunto affixed their respective seals. 

Done in the harbor of Nukualofa. in Tongatabu, on board the 
United States Steamer, •• Mohican," this second day of October. in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand, eight hundred and eighty-six. 

GEo. H. BATES fsEAL}. 
SHIRLEY w. BAKER [SEAL . 

And whereas the said Treaty, as amended, has been duly mtifiPtl 
on both parts, and the ratifications of the two Governments were 
exchanged at Nukualofa. Tongatabu, on the first day of August, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Grover Clevelarnl. President 
of the United States of America, have cause<l the said Treaty to be 
made public. as amended, to the end that the same. and every article 
and clause thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by 
the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

Done at the Citv of Washington. this 18th day of September. in 
. the year of our Lord, one thousand eight f ~ndred and 

[ SEAL. J eighty-eight and of the Independence of the U mted States~ 
the one hundred and thirteenth. 

By the President: 
T. F. BA y ARD, 

Secretary of State. 

GROVER CLEVELA...~D. 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Ra till cation. 

Proclamation. 
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