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Convention bettc'een the United States of America and the United States of November 12, 
Mexico touching the international boundary line where it follou:s the bed 1886• 
of the Rio Grande and the Rio Colorado. Conch,ded at Washington, 
Noretnber 12, 1884; ratification advised by the Senate, March 18, 1885; 
modifications consented to by the Senate, June 23, 1886; ratified by the 
President of the United States, July 10, 1886; ratifications excha,nged. 
at Washington, September 13, 1886; proclaimed, September 14, 1886. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas a Convention between the United States of America ·and Preamble. 
the United States of ~Iexico, touching the boundary line between the 
two countries, was signed by their respective Plenipotentiaries at Wash-
ington, on the twelfth day of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-four, the original of which Convention is word for word as 
follows: 

Con.ention between the Unitetl 
States of America and the United 
States of Mexico, touching the 
Boundary-line between the two 
conntries where it follows the bed 
of the Rio Grande anti the Rio Col
orado. 

·whereas, in virtue of the 5th 
article of the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Bi•lalgo between the United States 
of America and the United States 
of Mexico, conclncled February 2, 
1848, and of the fir11t article of that 
of December 30, 1853, certain parts 
of the dividing line between the 
two countries follow the middle of 
the channel of the Rio Grande and 
the Rio Colorado, to avoid difficul
ties which may arise through the 
changes of channel to which those 
rivers are subject through the op• 
eration of natural forces, the Goy-

Convencion entre los Estatlos Contractingpar
Unidos de America y los Estados ties. 
Unitios l\Iexicanos, respecto de la 
linea divisoria entre los tlos paises, 
en Ia parte que sit?ne t>l Iecho del 
Rio Grande y del Rio Colorado. 

Por cuanto, en virtud del articulo 
V. del tratado de Guadalupe Hi
dalgo, concluido el 2 tie Febrero 
de 1848 entre los Estaclo~ Unidos 
de America y los Estados Unidos 
Mexicanos, y el, articulo I. del de 
30 de Diciem bre de 1853, algunas 
porciones de Ia linea divisoria entre 
los dos pai1<es siguen el centro del 
canal del Rio Grande y del Rio 
Colorado, con el fin de evitar Jas 
dificultades que pnedan ocnrrir 
por los cambios de canal a qne 
dicbos rios estan sojetos por cansa 
de fuerzas naturales,. el Gobierno 
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ernment of the United States of 
America and the Government of 
the United States of Mexico have 
resolved to conclude a convention 
which -shall lay down rules for the 
determination of such questions, 
and have appointed as their Pleni
potentiaries: 

Plenipotenti- The President of the United 
a.ties. States of America, Frederick T. 

Eorm4ar.y line. 

Frelinghuysen, Secretary of State 
of the United States; and the Pres
ident of the United States of Mex
ico, Matias Romero, Envoy Extra
ordinary and Minister Plenipoten
tiary of the United Mexican States; 

Who, after exhibiting their re
spective FullPowers,found in good 
and due form, have agreed upon 
the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

The dividing line shall forever 
be that described in the aforesaid 
Treaty and follow the centre of the 
normal channel of the rivers named, 
notwithstanding any alterations in 
the banks or in the coarse of those 
rivers, provided that such altera
tions be effected by natural causes 
through the slow and gradual ero
sion and deposit of alluvium and 
not by the abandonment of an ex
isting ri\·er bed and the opening of 
a new one. 

ARTICLE II. 

sanges.inchan• Any other change, wrought by 
• the force of the current, whether 

by the cutting of a new bed, or 
when there is more than one chan
nel by the deepening of another 
channel than that which marked 
the boundary at the time of the 
survey made under the aforesaid. 
Treaty, shall produce no change in 
the dividing line as fixed by the 
surveys of the International Boun
dary Uommissions in 1852; but the 
line then fixed shall continne to 
follow the middle of the original 
channel bed, even though this 
should become wholly dry or be 
obstructed by deposits. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

de los Estados U nidos de Ame
rica y el Gobierno de los Estados 
Unidos Mexicanos han resuelto 
concJuir una convencion que fije 
reg las para resolver esas cuei.tiones, 
y ban nombrado sus Plenipoten
ciarios: 

El Presidente de los Estados 
Unidos de America, a Frederick T. 
Frelinghuysen, Secretario de Es
tado de los Estados Unidos; y 

El Presidente de Jos Estados 
U nidos Mexicanos, a Matias Ro
mero, Enviado Extmordinario y 
Ministro Plenipotenciario de los 
Estados Unidos Mexicanos; 

Quienes, despues dehaberse mos
trado sus respectivos plenos po
deres, y encontradolos en buena y 
debida forma, ban convenido en 
los siguientes articulos: 

ARTICULO I. 

La linea divisoria sera, siempre 
la fijada en dicho tratado, y se
guira el centro del canal normal de 
los citados rios, a pesar de las alte
raciones, en las riberas 6 en el curso 
de esos rios, con tal que dicltas 
alteraciones se efectuen por causas 
natnrales, como la corrosion lenta y 
gradual, y el deposito clel aluvion, 
y no por el abandono del canal 
existeute del rio y la apertura de 
de uno nnevo. 

ARTICULO II. 

Cualquiera otro cambio oc.-.sio
nado por la fuerza <le Ja corriente, 
ya sea abriendo un nuevo canal, 
6 en donde baya mas de nno, ha
ci.,,mlo mas profnmlo otro canal 
que no sea el qne se m:u·eo como 
parte de la lfoea di,·isoria al tiempo 
<lei recouocimiento hecho couforme 
{t dicho tratado, no prodncir{t alte
racion alguna en la Iinea dh·isoria 
tal como fne fijada por Jos recono
cimiento.::i tle la comision inter
nacional de limites eu 1852, pero 
la linea fijada entonces seguira 
siendo el centro del canal orginal 
aun cuando este llegare a secarse 
del todo, o a obstruirse por el alu
vion. 

ARTICULO Ill. 

Artifteialehangea No artificial change in the navi- Ningnn cambio artificial en el 
of channeL gable course of the river, by build- cnrso na vega.ble del rio, ya sea por 

ing jetties, piers, or obstructions la construccion de jetties, mnelles 
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which may tend to deflect the cur
rent or produce depm;its of allu
vium, or by dredging to deepen an
other than the original channd 
under the Treatv when there is 
more than one channel, or bv cut
ting waterways to shorten the navi
gable distance, shall be permitted 
to affect or alter the dividing line 
as determined by the aforesaid 
Commissions iJ• 1852 or as deter
mined by Article I. hereof ancl 
under the reservation therein con -
tained; but the protection of the 
banks on either side from erosion 
by revetments of stone or other 
material not unduly projecting into 
the current of the river shall not 
be deemed an artificial change. 

ARTICLE IV. 

If any international bridge have 
been or shall be built across either 
of the rivers named, the point on 
such bridge exactly over the middle 
of the main channel as herein de
termined shall be marked by a suit
able monument, which shall denote 
the dividing line for all the pur
poses of such bridge, notwithstand
ing any change in the channel 
which may thereafter supervene. 
But any rights other than in the 
bridge itself and in the ground on 
which it is built shall in event of 
any such subsequent change be de
termined in accordance with the 
general provisions of this conven
tion. 

ARTICLE V. 

Rights of property in respect of 
lands which may have become sep
arated through the creation of new 
channels as defined in Article II. 
hereof, shall not be affected thereby, 
but such lands shall continue to be 
under thejurisdiction ofthecountry 
to which they previously belonged. 

In no case, however, shall this 
retained jurisdictional right affect 
or control the right of navigation 
common to the two countries under 
the stipulatifms of Article VII. of 
the aforesaid Treaty of Guadalou pe 

u obstrucciones que tiendau a des
viar la corriente, 6 produzcan de
p6sitos clel aluvion, 6 por el uso cle 
dragas para hacer mas profunclo un 
canal distinto del prirniti vo del tra
tado, cuando haya mas de uno, 6 
para abrir nucvos canales con el 
ohjeto de acortar la distancia por 
agna, se permitiraqueafecte6altere 
ht linea divisoria que determin6 la 
Comision en 1852, 6 la qne fija el 
Articulo I. de esta convencion, bajo 
la limitacion que en el se men
ciona. No se considerara como 
cambio artificial la proteccion de 
las riberas de uno u otro la.do con
tra la corrosion, cuando se pongan 
revestimientos de piedra 6 de otro 
materialquenoproyecten indebida
mente sobre la corriente del rio. 

ARTfCULO IV. 

-Sise hnbiese constrnido 6 se con
struyese un puente iuternacional 
sobre cualesquiera de los rios men
cionados, se ma.rcara el punto de 
dicho _ pnente que quede exacta
mente sobre el centro del canal 
principal segun se ha determinado 
en este tratado, con nu monumento 
a prop6sito, el cual denotara la 
linea divisoria para todos los ob
jetos de dicho pnente, no obstant;e 
los cambios en el canal qne puedan 
ocurrir despues. Pero todos los 
derechos qne no sean los que se 
tengan sobro el puente mismo, 6 
sobre el terreno en el que este edi
ficado, se determinaran en el caso 
de alguu cambio subsecuente, cle 
acuerdo con las disposiciones ge
nerales de esta convencion. 

ARTfcULO V. 

l3ridges. 

El derecho de propiedatl sobre Property righta 
las tierras que pudieran quedar unaft'ected. 
separadas por causa de la for-
macion de canales naevos, de la 
manera que se define en el Articulo 
II. de esta co1n-encion, no se afec-
tara por esta causa; sino que las 
expresadas tierras continua.ran per-
teneciendo a la jurisdiccion del 
pais a que antes perteneciau. 

En ningnu caso, sin embargo, Navigation
afectara 6 restringira este derecho 
dejurisdiccioa,queambas partesse 
reservau, el derecho de navegaciou 
comun a los dos paises, conforme a 
las estipulaciones del artfcnlo VII. 
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Hidalgo; and such common right 
shall continue without prejudice 
throughout the actnall.r navigable 
main channels of the said rivers, 
from the mouth of the Rio Grande 
to the point where the Rio Colorado 
ceases to be tlie international 
boundary, even though any part 
of the channel of said rivers, 
through the changes herein pro 
-vided against, may be comprised 
witbin the territory of one of the 
two nations. 

• ARTICLE VI. 

del referido tratado de Guadalupe 
Hidalgo; y el expre:,mdo derecho 
comun de na\·egacion continuara 
sin ninguu menoscabo por todo et 
canal principal que sea nan•ga
ble de hecho, en los expresados 
rios, deHde fa boca del Hio Grall(le 
basta el pnnto en qne el Rio Colo
rado cesa de ser el lirnite interna
cional, aun cnan<lo uua parte tit l 
caual de dichos rim,, pueda, con 
motivo de los cam lrios pre,·istos en 
esta convencion, llega {t compren
rlerse en el territorio de uua de las 
dos naciones. 

ARTICULO VI. 

Exchange of rat- This Convention shall be ratified 
itl.cations. by both parties in accordance with 

their respective constitutional -pro
cedure, and the ratifications ex
changed in the City of Washington 
as soon as possible. 

La presente convencion sent rati
ficada por ambas partes, de acuerdo 
con sus respecti,-os procedimieutos 
constitucionales, y las ratificacio
nes se cangearan en la ciudad de 
'\Vashiugton, tan prontocomo fuere 
posible. 

Signatures. In witness whereof th':l under
signed Pleni1'>otentiaries have here
unto set their bands and seals. 

Done at the city of Washington, 
in duplicate, in the Engli8h and 
Spanish languages, this twelfth 
day of November, A. D. 1884. 

FREDK. T. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
[SEAL.] 

En testimonio de Io cnal, Ios Ple
nipotenciarios iufrascritos lo ban 
firmado y sellado. 

Hecho por duplicado en la ciu
dad de W ashingtou, en las leugnas 
inglesa y espaiiola, el dia doce de 
N oviembre de mil ochocientos 
ochenta y cuatro. 

M. ROMERO. [SEAL.J 

Aud whereas the said Convention bas been duly ratified on both 
parts, and the ratifications of the two Governments exchanged in the 
city of Washington, on the thirteenth day of September, one thousand 
eigbt hundred and eighty-six; 

Proclamation. Now, therefore, be it known that I, Grover Cleveland, President of 
the United States of America, barn caused the sai<.\ Convention to be 
made public, to the end that tbe same and every article and clause 
thereof may be observell and fulfilled with good faith hy the Unite<l 
States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my band and caused tile seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at tlte City of Washington this fourteenth day of September 
in the year of our Lord, one thousan<l eight hundred and 

[SEAL.] eighty-six, and of thelndependenceof the United States, the 
one hundred and eleventh. 

By the President: 
T. F. BAYARD, 

Secretary of State. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
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