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Oct. 5, Dec. 9,1881. Convention between the Post Office Department of the United States of

——————  America and the General Post Office of the Colony of Victoria, Australia,
concerning the exchange of money-orders. Done in duplicate and signed
in Washington December 9, 1881; and in Melbourne October 5, 1831.

Contractingpar- The Post Office Department of the United States of America and the
ties. -General Post Office of the Colony of Vietoria, Australia, being desirous
of establishing a system of exchange of money-orders between the two
countries, the undersigned, duly authorized for that purpose, have

agreed upon the following Articles: :

ARTICLE 1.

Exchangeofpos- There shall be a regular exchange of money-orders between the two
tal money orders. ¢ountries. )
Maximaum of 'The maximum of each order is fixed at £10 sterling, when issued in
orders. Victoria, and, when issued in the United States, at the equivalent, in
sterling money, of $30 in the money of the latter country, converted at
the rate fixed by Article 13 of the present Convention.
Fractions ex- No money-order shall include a fractional part of a penny, or, of a
cluded. cent.
The amount of each order, whether issued in the United States or in
Victoria, must be expressed in letters in British money, and the equiva-
lent in the money of the United States must also be shown in figures.

ARTICLE 2.

Commissions. The Victoria Post Office shall have power to fix the rates of commis-
sion on all money-orders issued in Victoria, and the Post Office Depart-
ment of the United States shall have the same power in regard to all

. mouey-orders issned in the United States.

Rate of charges.  Each Uffice shall communicate to the other its tariff of charges, or
rates of commission, which shall be established under this Convention,
and these.rates shall, in all eases, be payable in advance by the remit-
ters, and shall not be repayable. -

Exclmnfa, sus- 1t is understood, moreover, that each Office is authorized to suspend,

ponsion o temporarily, the exchange of money-orders in case the course of exchange,
or any other circumstance should give rise to abuses, or, cause detriment
to the postal revenue. . .

' ARTICLE 3.

Commission Each country shall keep the commission charged on all money-orders
disposition and within its jurisdiction, but shall pay to the other country three-fourths
payment of. of one per cent. on the amount of snch orders.

ARTICLE 4.

Designation of The service of the Postal money-order system between tho two coun-

o ‘:' fices of ex- tries, shall be performed exclusively by the agency of Oftices of Bx-

change. change. On the part of the United States tho Office of Exchange shall
be San Francisco California, and on the part of Victoria, Melbourne.

Orders drawnon _‘Orders shall be drawn only on the authorized money-order offices of

offices of exchange the respective countries; and each Postal Administration shall farnish

omly. to the other a List of such offices, and shall, from time to time, notify

any addition to, or change in such list. Every order and advice must

contain the name of the office and of the country of destination, and if
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relating to an order payable in the United States, the name of the State
in which such oftice is situated.

ARTICLE 5.

No money-order shall be issued unless the applicant furnish the name Issue of money
and address of the person to whom the amount is to be paid, and his order, conditions
own name and address; or, the name of the firm, or company who are for the.
the remitters or payees, together with the addresses of each.

The money-orders, issued in’ either country, shall be forwarded by the
remitters to the payees, at their own expense.

ARTICLE 6.

The advices of all money-orders issued upon Victoria by the post Advices, (Form

offices in the United States shall be sent to the Office of Exchange at “A.”)

San Francisco, where they shall be ipressed with a dated stamp

(Form ¢ A”) showing the amount to be paid in Sterling money, and

transmitted, by the next direet mail, to the Exchange Office at Mel- )
bourne, accompanied by a List, in duplicate, drawn upon the model of _List in dupli-
Form “ B cate, Form * B,

The advices, on their arrival in Melbourne, shall be compared with
“the entries in the List, and, afterwards dispatched to the paying offices.

In like maunner the advices of money-orders, drawn on the United Advices.
States by postmasters in Victoria, shall be sent to the Exchange Office
at Melbourne, shall there be impressed with a dated stamp (Form “A”) Form “A.”
showing the amount to be paid in United States money, and be dis-
patched accompanied by a List, in duplicate (Form 4 (”) to the Office Form “C.”
of Exchange at San Francisco by the next direct mail.

The advices, on their receipt at San Franeisco, shall be compared with
the entries in the List, and afterwards dispatehed to the paying offices.

The advices of orders issued in the United States in the month of
June, which may arrive at the Office of Exchange at San Francisco in
the earlier days of the following month, shall be entered on Lists sup-
plementary to that of the last day of the month of June, and in like
manner, the advices of orders issued in Victoria in the month of June,
which may arrive at the Exchange Office at Melbourne in the carlier
days of the following month, shall be entered on Lists supplementary to )
that of the last day of the month of June.

Each Exchange Office shall certify its orders to the other in amounts Certifieation of
designated in the denominations of the money both of the dispatching orders.
and receiving country, at the rate of conversion established by Article
13 of this Convention. The amounts, 8o converted, shall be checked at
the receiving Office of Exchange. .

Each Administration hereby undertakes and agrees to suspend the Suspension of is-
issue of money-orders a sufficient length of time before the sailing of sue, closing mails.
each steamer which carries the Exchange Lists and advices, at those
post offices in its own territory where such suspension may be necessary,
in order to prevent the issue of orders which could be dispatched by the
outgoing mail while the corresponding advices could not be certified by
the Exchange Office in time to be conveyed by that mail. . )

The Exchange Lists and the accompauying advices shall invariably be . Ligs “m:“{)‘“fl‘:
sent by such steamers as carry the mails directly from San Franeisco 10 rootn® ™Y
to Sydney, or from Sydney to San Franeisco, as the case may be, and
not via London in any event.

ARTICLE 7.

The Lists, dispatched from each Office of Exchange,shall benumbered _ Lists to be num-
oonsecuti\'e’ly, commencing with No. 1 at the beginni;xg of the month of bered consecutive-

. . . 1y, ete.
July in each year; and the entries in these Lists shall also have conseca- ¥, @
tive numbers.
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Duplicates of Of each List dispatched a duplicate shall be sent, which duplicate,

lists to be kept.  gfter being verified by the receiving Office of Exchange, shall be re-
turned to the dispateching Office of Exchange.

Corrections and  Each Office of Exchange shall promptly communicate to the other the

errorms. correction of any simple error, which it may discover in the verification
of the Lists. .
Irregularities. ‘When the Lists shall showirregularities, which thereceiving Exchange

Office shall not be able to rectify, that Office shall apply for an explana-
tion to the dispatching Exchange Office, and such explanation shall be
afforded without delay. )
Duplicate lists  Should any List fail to be received in due course, the dispatching Ex-
t:he:’f furvished, ohange Office, on receiving information to that effect, shall transumit,
) without delay, a duplicate of the List, duly certified as such.

ARTICLE 8.

_ Duplicateorders, Duplicate orders shall only be issued by the Postal Administration of
issue of. the country, on which the original orders were drawn, and in conformity
with the regulations established, or, to be established in that country.

ARTICLE 9.

Regulationsgov- The orders, issned by each country on the other, shall be subject, as
erning payment. regards payment, to the regulations which govern the payment of in-
land orders of the country, on which they were drawn.

Possession of The paid orders shall remain in the possession of the country of pay-
paid orders. ment.

-

ARTICLE 10.

Repayment to Repayment of orders to remitters shall not be made until an authoriza-
m&t““’ bow tjon for such repayment shall first have been obtained by the country
of issue from the country where such orders are payable, and the amounts
& of the repaid orders shall be duly credited to the former country in the
quarterly account. (Article 12.) A
It is the province of each Postal Administration to determine the
manner in which repayment to the remitters is to be made.

ARTICLE 11. X

Unpaid orders Orders which shall not have been paid within twelve calendar mponths
for twelve months’ from the month of issue, shall become void, and the sums received
shall accrue to, and be at the disposal of the country of origin.
Accounts. The Victoria Office shall, therefore, enter to the credit of the United
- States, in. the quarterly account, all money-orders entered in the Lists
received from the United States, which remain unpaid at the end of the
period specified. (Article 12.)

On the other hand the Post Office Department of the United States
shall, at the close of each month, transmit to the Victoria Oftice, for
entry in the quarterly account, a detailed statement of all orders, in-
cluded in the Lists dispatched from the latter Office, which under this
Article become void. -

ARTICLE 12.

Quarterly ac- At the close of each quarter an account shall be prepared at the
e to be ren- General Post Office of Victoria, showing in detail the totals of the Lists,
containing the particulars of orders issued in either country during the

quarter, and the balance resulting from such transactions.
mg;‘gm% PAY-  Three copies of this account shall be transmitted to the Post Office
i Department of the United States, at Washington, and the balaunce, after
proper verification, shall, if due Ly the General Post Office of Victoria,
be paid to the General Post Office at London, to the credit of the Post
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Office Department of the United States on account of the exchange of
money-orders between the United States and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland ; if due by the Post Office Department of the
United States the balance shall likewise be paid to the General Post
Office at London, to the credit of the General Post Oftice of Vietoria.
If pending the settlement of an account, one of the two Postal Admin- Settlement.
istrations shall ascertain that it owes the other a Dbalance exceeding
five handred pounds (£500) sterling, the indebted Administrations shall
promptly remit the approximate amount of such balance to the credit
of the other. )
This pecount shall be in accordance with the forms “Dy” “E” iF,”? Forms“D,”“E,”
and “G,” annexed to this Convention. “F,” and “@.”

ARTICLE 13.

Until the two Postal Administrations shall consent to an alteration, it The pound ster-
is agreed that in all matters of account, relative to money-orders, which ling, equivalent
shall result from the execution of the present Convention, the pound Y212 °f
sterling of Great Britain shall be considered as equivalent to four dol-
lars eighty-seven cents of the money of the United States.

ARTICLE 14.

The Postal Administration in each country shall be authorized to Additionalrules.
adopt any additional rules, (if not repugnant to the foregoing,) for the
greater security against fraud, or, for the better working of the system
generally, . .
All such additional rules, however, must be promptly communicated
to the Post Office of the other country.

ARTICLE 15.

This present Convention shall take effect on the first day of January, Commencement.
1882, and shall continue in force until twelve months after either of the :
contracting parties shall have notified to the other its intention to ter- Termination.
minate it. .

Done in duplicate and signed in Washington on the ninth day of
December, in the year of our Lord 1881, and in Melbourne on the fifth
day of October, in the year of our Lord 1881.

THOMAS L. JAMES Signatures.
Postmaster General of the United Béates.
{ SEAL oF THE Po81-OFFICE DEPARTMENT

OF THE UNITED STATES. !
HENRY BOLTON,
Postmaster General of Victoria.
[SEAL OF THE GENERAL PoST OFFICE OF VICTORIA.]

Ihereby approve the foregoing convention, and in testimony thereof,
I have caused the seal of the United States to be hereto affixed.
CHESTER A. ARTHUR.
[SEAL OoF THE UNITED STATES.]

By the President:
JAmES G. BLAINE
Secretary of State.
‘W ASHINGTON, December 9th, 1881.

%,
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A,

Value of United States Order in English money.

£ s d.
5 3 2

San Francisco, January 1, 1882.

‘Value of Victoria Order in United States money.

$4 | .25

Melbourne, January 1, 1882,
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List No..... "~ Stampof |
. San Francisco
Office.

Sm: I have the homor to tranmsmit to yon herewith, in duplicate, a List containing a detailed statement of the sums re-
ceived in the United States since my last dispatch (List No...... ), for orders payable in Victoria, amounting in the aggregate

Be pk d to i plete, and return to me the original copy of this List, with your acknowledgment of its receipt
indorsed theroon.
I am, sir, your obedient sexvand,
. . Postmaster, San Fri
‘To the POSTMASTER, .
Monmy-OrpER EXCRANGE OFFICE,

Melbourne.
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B.
MONEY-ORDER OFVICE,
Melbourne, eaaeeeeenne. »8 .
8m: I have examined this List of Money-Orders from No. ...... to No. ...... » inclusive, for sum received in ' United
States for payment in Victoria, amounting in the aggregateto $...... , and which is fo be paid to the net amount of £......
[ R [ S .

‘The said List was found to be correct, with the following exceptions:

1 am, sir, your obedient servant,

LY
To the POSTMASTER,
MONEY-ORDER FexcHANGE OFFICE,
. San Francisco, Oal.
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List No. ...... C.
i Office | A List of money-orders issued in Victoria and payable in the United States. Dispatched St}@mp of
Stamp. this day of ,188 . Date of arrival at San Francisco. anog‘;‘:‘sc”

Space for use of San

Blanks to be filled up by the dispatching Exchange Office, Melbonrne. or use of

g £ ] s | Addressof 2 o
gu % '§ g Remitter. | Addressof Payee. 2 5
R <) 3 3 8 - .
o iEs| @ 2 la E 2 % g g
< £ 5 = ¥
o'—o- '&E "3 5 b é b} 5 . O’E '§§ E.
IR IR I Bk g
=8 e Q o~ "6’ g . 5 5 . el P &
8% | & = S 2| = g = ) 3
E 1S e8|z _§'d |2 gl 8| 8 g g .

S s 3.1 2 £
§ £ |A|8|Aa |S|am|8|8) 3 |& |8

Lle|d! $]e
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D.
Account of the exchange of Money-Orders between the Colony of Victoria and the United States, during
the quarterended ......... .. ... . ......... , 168,
Orders issued by the Victoria Office. Orders issned by the United States Offico.
Ko. of No. of ‘
List. Date of List. Total amount of each List. List. Date of List. Total amount of each List.

- 2 .. d. £ s d.
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E.

Table showing the particulars of such orders as have been repaid to the remitters in the country of issue.

Issued in Victoria. ‘ Issued in {he United States.
|

: ]

! No. of ! l No. of

Amount of Order. List, Date of List. | International
- | Order. |

|

No. of . | No.of |

List, | Dateof List. International Amount of Order.
; | Order.

[
|
!

To credit of Victoria Office ........ Tocredit of U. 8. Office ...... ....
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Table showing the particulars of such orders as have become void.

Issued in Victoria.

Issued in the United States.

|
No.of No of E No.of | | No.of
List, | Date of List. /international;| Amount of Order. List. | Pote of List. | international Amount of Order.
Order. i 188, Order.
|
I
£ls |d|$ e $|lec|2iesld
> [
Po eredit of Victoria Office....... .1 | To credit of U. S. Office...........- !
il | ;
2 B $
i | L ‘
Y |
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G.
BALANCE.
To credit of Victoria Office. To credit of United States Office.
2is |d £ | s
Amount of international orders issued in the Amount of international orders issmed in
United States. ... ....oc. ooeeiiiioiiiaa... Victoria. . oooeeo i,
Three-fourths of one per cent. on amount of Three-fourths of one per cent. on amount of
suchisane. ....... ... ... ...l such iss8ue. ..ce.miuo el
Amount of void order of Victoria issue as per Amount of void orders of United States issue
table....... ... o Ll oo ' a8 pertable ... .i..ioiiiiiiieieaoa...
Amount of intemational ‘orders repaid in Vie- 1 Amount of international orders repaid in the
toriaas pertable ... ... ... ... ... United States aspertable......_...........
Sums remitted by the office of Victoria ......... Sums remitted by the office of the United States.
Dates. Amounts. Dates. Amounts.
2iaid 2| s d
+
Balance remaining due to the United States. Balance remaining due to Vieteris ........ .-
The above acconnt exhibits a balance of £............ remaining duetothe. __....__........ Office.
Melbourne, e aa———.
188 [Sigputure of proper accounting officer of the Victoria Office.]
The above stat t of t is pted, with » bal [ O S duetothe .......... Office.
Washington, e aaeias

Au ditor ¢f the Treasury for the Post-Office Department.
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