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oet. 29 and Dee. Convention betu-een the Post Office Department of the United States of _ 
6, 1881. .America and the General Post Office of the Colony of New South Wales, 

.Australia, concerning the exchange of money orders. Done in duplicate 
and signed in ll' ashingt<m December 6, 1881, and in Sidney October 29, 
1881. 

contractingpar- The Post Office Department of the United States of Americ3: and ~he 
ties. General Post Office of the Colony of New South Wales, Australia, bemg 

desirous of establishing a system of exchange of money-orders between 
the two countries, the undersigned, duly authorized for that purpose, 
have agreed upon the following Articles: 

ABTIOLE 1. 

Exchangeofpoe- There shall be a regular exchange of money orders between the two 
tal money-orders. countries. 

Maximum of or- The maximum of each order is fixed at £10 sterling, when issued in 
dem. New South Wales, and when issued in the United States, at the equiva

lent, in sterling money, of •oo in the money of the latter country, con
vert.ed at the rate fixed by Article 13 of the present Convention. 

Fractions ex- No money order shall include a :fractional part of a penny, or, of a 
eluded. cent. 

Amounts of or- The amount of each order, whether issued in the United States or in 
ders, how ex- New South Wales, must be expressed in letters in British money, and 
pre888d. the equivalent in the money of the United States must also be shown in 

figures. 
ABTIOLE 2. 

Commissions. The New South Wales Post Office shall have power to fix the rates of 
commission on all money orders issued in New South Wales, and the 
Post-Office Department of the Unitied States shall have the same power 

_ in regard to all money orders issued in the United States. 
Charges, n!ltice Each Office shall communicate to the other its tariff of charges 1 or 

ofratestobegiven. rat.es of commission, which shall be established. under this Convention, 
and these rates shall, in all cases, be payable in advance by the remit
ters, and shall not be repayable. 

Te!Dporary 81111- It is understood, moreover, that each Office is authorized to suspend, 
J::i0n author- temporarily, the exchange of money orders, in case the course of ex-

• change, or any other circumstance should give rise to abuses, or, cause 
detriment to the postal revenue. 

ARTICLE 3. 

Per centum of Each ·eountry shall keep the commission charged on all money orders 
co1;11missions to be within its jurisdiction, but shall pay to the other country three fourths 
paid. of one per cent. on the amount of such orders. 

ABTIOLE 4:. 

Offices of. ex- The service of the Postal money order system between the two coun
~ange d68lgt!&- tries, shall be performed exclusively by the agency of Offices of Ex-

• change. On the part of the United States the Office of Exchange shall 
be San Francisco, Califomia, and on the part of New South Wales, 
Sydney. • 

Ord.era. Orders shall be drawn only on the authorized money order offices of 
the respective countries; and eac:h Postal Administration shall furnish 
to the other a List of such offices, and shall, from time to time, notify 

Li&ts. any addition to, or change in such list. Every order and advice must 
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contain the name of the office and of the country of destination and if 
relating to an order payable in the United States, the name of the State Advices. 
in which each office is situated. 

ARTICLE 5. 

No money-order shall be issued unless the applicant furnish the name Issue of orders. 
and address of the person to whom the amount is to be paid and his 
own name and address; or the name of the firm, or company who are 
the remitters ·or payees, together with the addresses of each. 

The money-orders issued in either country, shall be forwarded by the 
remitters to the payees at their own expense. 

ARTICLE 6. 

The advices of all money-orders issued upon New South Wales by the Advices. 
post offices in the United States shall be sent to the Office of Exchange 
at San Francisco, where they shall be impressed with a dated stamp 
(Form "A") showing the amount to be paid in Sterling money, and Form "A." 
transmitted, by the next direct mail, to the Exchange Office at Sydney, 
accompanied by a List, in duplicate, drawn upon the model of Form "B." Form "B." 

The advices, on their arrival in Sydney, shall be compared with the 
entries in the List, and, afterwards dispatched to the paying offices. 

In like manner the advices of money-orders, drawn on the United 
States by postmasters in New South Wales, shall be sent to the Ex
change Office at Sydney, shall there be impressed with a dated stamp 
(Form "A") showing the amount to be paid in United States money, 
and be dispatched accompanied by a List, in duplicate, (Form "C ") to 
the Office of Exchange at San Francisco by the next direct mail. 

The advices, on their receipt at San Francisco, shall be compared 
with the entries in the List, and afterwards dispatched to the paying 
offices. 

The advices of 4>rders issued in the United States in the month of Supplementary 
June, which may arrive at the Office of Exchange at San Francisco in~-
the earlier days of the following month, shall be entered on Lists sup-
plementary to that of the last day of the month of June, and in like 
manner, the advices of orders issued in New South Wales in the month 
of June which may arrive at the Exchange Office at Sydney in the 
earlier days of the following month, shall be entered on Lists supple-
mentary to that of the last day of the month of June. 

Each Exchange Office shall certify its orders to the other in amounts . Ord~ to be cer
designated in the denominations of the money both of the dispatching ~:!~them~ey 
and receiving country, at the rate of conversion established by Article O Ra!e ~f~:~-
13 of this Convention. The amounts, so converted, shall be checked at sion (see Art. 13). 
the receiving office of Exchange. . . 

Each Administration hereby undertakes and agrees to suspend the Susf:nsionofIS
issne of money-orders a .snfticient length of time before the sailing of de:S O e:_oney- or-
each steamer which carries the Exchange Lists and advices, at those ' 
post offices in its own territorywhere such suspension may be necessary, 
in order to prevent the issue of orders which coulcl te dispatched by the 
outgoing mail while the corresponding advices could not be certified by 
the Exchange Office in time to be conveyed by that mail. 

The Exchange Lists and the accompanying advices shall invariably Lisi;s an\ ~vi
be sent by such steamers as carry the mails directly from San Francisco ces, dispatc O 

• 

to Sydney, or from Sydney to San Francisco, as the case may be, and 
not via London in any event. • 

ABTICLE 7. 

The Lists, dispatched from each Office of Exchange, shall be numbered Lists to be num
conseeutively, commencing with No.1 at the beginningofthe month of~ consecu
July in each year; and the entrie<s in these Lists shall also have con-

1 
• 

aeeotive numbers. 
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Duplicates of Of each List dispatched a duplicate shall be sent, which duplicate, 
list. after being verified by the receiving Office of Exchange, shall be re-

turned to the (lispatching Office of Exchange. . ' 
Errors and cor- Each Office of Exchange shall promptly communicate to the other 

recti~n, notice t-0 the correction of any simple error, which it may discover in the verifica-
be given. tion of the Lists. 

When the Lists shall show irregularities, which the receiving Ex
change Office shall not be able to rectify, that Office shall apply for an 
explanation to the dispatching Exchange Office, and such explanation 
shall be afforded without delay. 

Lista, failure of, Should any List fail to be received in due course, the dispatching 
to arrive. Exchange Office, on receiving information to that effect, shall transmit, 

without delay, a duplicate of the List, duly certified as such. 

ARTICLE 8. 

Dnplicateorders. Duplicate orders shall only be issued by the Postal Administration. 
of the country, on which the original orders were drawn, and in con
for,nity with the regulations established, or, to be established, in that 
country. • 

ARTICLE 9. 

Local regula- The orders, issued by each country on the other, shall be subject, as 
tiona to control.regards payment, to the regulations which govem the payment of inland 
payment. orders of the country, on which they were drawn. - · 

Paid orders. The paid orders shall remain in the possession of the country of pay-
ment. 

ARTICLE 10. 

Repaymenttore- Repayment of orders to remitters shall not be made until an authori
mitters for -paid zation for such repayment shall first have been obt.ai~ by the country 
0rd ent- ofissne from the country where such orders are payable and the amounts 

of the repaid orders shall be duly credited to the former country in the 
quarterly account. (Article 12.) . 

It is the province of each Postal Administration to determine the 
manner in which repayment to the remitters is t-0 be made. 

ARTICLE 11. 

Orden unpaid Orders which shall not have been paid within twelve calendar months 
t~ve mon tha from t)ie month of issue, shall become void, and the sums received shall 
void. aoorne to, and be at the disposal of the· country of origin. 

Accounta-dac- The New South Wales Office shall, therefore, enter to the credit of 
counting: the United States, in the qaarterly account, all money-orders entered in 

the Lists received from the Unir.ed States, which remain unpaid at the 
end of the period specified. ( Article 12.) 

On the other hand the Post Office Department of the United States 
shall, at the close of each month, transmit to the New South Wales 
Office, for entry in the quarterly aeconnt, a detailed statement of all 
orders, included· in the Lista dispatched from the latter Office, which 
under this Article become void. 

ARTICLE 12. 

Accounts to be .A.t the close of each quarter an account shall be prepared at the 
rendered quar- General Post Office of New Sooth Wales, showing in detail the totals 
1.erly. of the Lists, containing the particulars of orders :isaued in either country 

during the quarter, and the balance resulting .from such transactions. 
Three copies of this account shall be transmitted to the Post Office 

Department of the United States at Washington, and the balance, after 
proper verification, shall, if due by the General Post Office of New 
South Wales, be paid to the General Post Office. a\ London, to the 
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credit of the Post Office Department of the United States on account or 
the exchange of money orders between the United States and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; if due by the Post Office De-
partment of the United States, the balance shall likewise be paid to the Payment of btll• 
General Post Office at London, to the credit of the General Post Office ances. 
of New South Wales. 

If pending the settlement of an account, one of the two Postal Ad- Pavment on ac
ministrations shall ascertain that it owes the other a balance exceeding couni pending set
five hundred pounds (£500) sterling, the indebted Administration shall tlement. 
promptly remit the approximate amount of such balance to the credit 
of the other. 

This account shall be in accordance with the forms "D," "E," "F," Forms "D," "E," 
.and "0," annexed to this Convention. "F." 

ARTICLE 13. 

Until the two Postal Administrations shall"consent to an alteration, Eqnivalentvalue 
it is agreed that in all matters of account, relative to money-orders, o_f the pound ster
which shall result from the execution of the present Convention, the 1mg. 
ponnd sterling of Great Britain shall be considered as equivalent to 
four dollars, eighty seven cent,s of the money of the United States. 

ARTICLE 14. 

The Postal Administration in each country shall be authorized to Additionalratell. 
:adopt any additional roles, (if not repugnant t;o the foregoing,) for the 
greater security against fraud, or, for the better working of the system 
,generally. 

All such additional roles, however, must be promptly communicated 
to the Post Office of the other country. 

ARTICLE 15. 

The present Convention shall take effect on the first day of January, Commencemeni. 
1882, and sball continue in force until twelve months after either of the 
contracting parties shall have notified to the other its intention to ter- Termination. 
minateit. 

Done in duplicate and signed in Washington on the sixth day of De- Date of ex-
.eember, in the year of our Lord, lSliJ., and in Sydney on the twenty tion • 
.ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord, 1881. 

THOMAS L. JAMES, • [SulofJ:.~::C-~ 

PomnaBter General of the United Btates. 
F.B. SUTTER [Seol ofGoaenl - Ollc:o o( rr- ao. .. WaleL) 

Pomuuter General of New Sovtk Wales. 

I hereby approve the foregoing convention, and in testimony thereof, 
I have caused the seal of the United States to be hereto affixed. 

[Seal of the United States] CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
• By the President 

J.illES G. BLAINE, 
Secretary of State. 

WASHINGTON, Deceml>er 8th, 1881 

Signatures. 

• I 
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A.. 

Talue otUDit.ed States Order in Engliah money 

Sen Franeiaeo, January 1, 1882. 

ValueotNew South W alee Order in United Stat.ea DlOD8J' 

Silble:,, J--,, l, l88I! 
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LlalNo ..... . 

I 
Stampof [ 

San Francisco I 
Office 

Sm: I have the honor to tranemit to· yon herewith in dnplicate, a Li&t containing a detailed statement of the enme received, 
in the United State& since my last dispatch (Liat No ...... ), for orders payable in New South Walea, amounting in the nggro-. 
gate to£ ..........•. 

Be pleaaed to examine, complete, and return to me the original oopy of thla Liat, with your acknowledgment of its receipt. 
indoned thereon. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servm\, 

To the POlmW!Tlm, 
Money-Order Exchange Office, 

a,,dMt/ 

.PttdlJMNter, &,.n FTGru:illeo. 
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B. 

--

Blauka to be filled by the dispatching Exchange Office or San Franciaco. For 1116 of General Poet Office 
Sydney. 
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•• 

Sm: I havo e:umin,,d thia Li8t of l[oney.Qrden from lio. to lio. 
\States tbr paymen& In liew South Walee, amounting in the aggregate tot 
-of£ •. cl. 

The aakl Liat ,ru f01llld to be oorrect, ~ the follo,rmg exeoptlou: 

.. 

I am, Sir, your obedient eervaat, 

"To ilu, :Pcllrnus'l'n. 
llolon-OllD•K ExCIUIIGK OPm:11. 

B!tll~,o., 

• 

l[OJDY-Om>D 0JTICB. 
Sutm4!!, , 188 • 

, lnel118ive, for ll1Jlll8 received in the United • 
and whioh ia to be paid to the uet amount 

' 
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T,ist No. c. 

! Office \ A List of m011ey-ordera iuued in New South Wale, and payable in the United States. Dia- / S SW,p (!f i 
I Stamp : patched this day of 188 . Date of arrival at San Francisco. 

1

, Rn Offi~eC:-sco I 
_1 __ , I 

Bbnka to be filled by the dispatching Exchange Office, Sydney. I Spa-0e for Ull8 ~f San 

I 
Francisco Office. 

~ >. ,.; ,.; Addresaof ~ ui 
"' "' j Addreu of Payee. .. 
= 5 Remitter. 

! 
z l:i it 0 

a ~- ~ ..; .. ~ 1i = --"il .. . (0 !. J. ~~ .. 
Co tl i " ~ ... 'i:l ~ [ .,_ .. 0 

!f z::, l;~ ;:: .. "' .,.8 i .. .,o .. 
0 ... 

i "'" ...a ... 
... 0 ... .... 

0 ii ;,; 01'1 
~ 

... = 0 ... r .... 0 0 = .. ~rZ 0 
0 ID "'"" 1; Cl r~ g .s .. .. 

! ~ ! ! "' = 0 "' " = 0 0 &: ~ ~ ~ e 0 1:,. 0 0 0 __ 1 __ 

l £ ... cl. • C. 

i 
I 

. 
' 

I 
' 

., 

I 

• 
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D. 

Account of the exchange of Money-Orders between the Colony of New South Wales and the United States, 
during the QW1,rter ended ............ ·••o• .•.••. , 188 .. 

No. of 
List. 

Orders issued by the New South Wale.a Office. 

Date of Llat. Total amoun t of each List. ! No: of 
' List. 
I 

.. d. 

-

I 

Orders issued by the United Sta tea Office. 

! 
Date of Llat. i Total :unount of each List. 

i 

£ .. d. 

' .• 

11 

I 
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E 

Table showing the particulars of such orders as have been repaid to the remitters in the country of issue, 

laaued in New South Walea. laaued in the United States. 

' 
f I I No.of ,: i ! No.of 

N~.of i Dateo!Liat. International Amount of Order. ~t Date of List. I International,· Amount of Order. List. ' Order. I Order. : 
I 

I i --- - I 
i I 

£ .. cl. • 0. • c. ,· £ ,. d . 

l 

! 

I 
I 

I 

l 

- ,_ - - - - -
To credit ol New Sou~ Walee OtL,e. To cn41l of tr. 1.<>aee ............. 

I 

I 
! I 
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F. 

Table showing the particular& of such orders as have become void. 

I 

1Moe4 in New South Wales. I Issued in the United S~ates. 

I No. of I I 
I I' 

:No.of Amount of Order. 
N f , No.of -

1 Amount of Order. Date of Liat. I inteJ:'J',,t;~nal / L'!· to i Date of List. international LiaL 18 
• I Order. I 

I 
' I 
i II 

c. ! £ .. d. • c . 
I • £ .. d. 

; 

I 

' i 

. 

I 
. 

I -,-~ - ,..__ - - --
I 

To u.dit ofJ!few 8onth WaleeOfflce I To CTe<lit ofU. S. Office .......•.... 

'I I 
I I 

~ I II 
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To credit of New South Wales Office. 

.Amount of international orders issued int 
the United States. S ' 

I 
Three fourths of one per cent. on amount t i 

of such iMue. S 

.Amount of void orders of New South! 
W alee issue, as per table. 5 

Amount of international orders repaid in t 
New South W alee, aa per table. S I 

:Sums remitted by the Office of New South 
Wales. 

Datea. Amount.a. 

£ •. d. 

Balance remaining due to the United 
Statee.. 

I £ .. 

G. 

BALANCE. 

d. 

To credit of United States Office. 

I £ 
Amount of international orders issued t I 

in New South Wales. 5 , 

Three fourths of one percent. on amount ! 
of such issue. S 

.A.mount of void orders of United States t 
issue, as per table. S 

Amount of international orders repaid in! 
the United States, aa per table. 5 

Suma remitted by the Office of the United 
States. 

Datea. .A.mounts. 

£ •· d. 

I 
•· d • 

~J!.remainingduetoNewSouth _

1

_

1

_ 

The above account exhioita a balance of JI .......... remaining due to the ............•............................ Office. 

1\fdney, 
...............• 188 ... 

Signature of proper Accounting Officer of the New South Wales Office. 

'The aboff etatemeat of aceount ia accepted, with a balance of £ .......... due to the .............................. Office. 

Waabington, 
................ 188 ... 

AD:llitur of the -r-ey for the Poet Office Department. 
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