
FORTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 149, 153, 157, 158. 1878. 

in the same manner and to the same extent as is now anthorizetl b, law 
in the case of military bounty-land warrauts: Prodded, That saitlloP,a­
tions do not interfere with prior pre-emption or homestead rights. Aud 
patents may issue tllerefor the same as provided for military bounty 
land warrants or lands sulll ior cash. 

Appro,ed, June 1, 1878. 

CHAP. 153.-An act for the relief of Milton B. Cushing payma-ster United States 
Xa,y. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatires of the Uniterl 
States of America hi Congress assembled, That the accounting officers in 
the Treasury Department of tlle United States a,e liereb~- autllorized 
and direeted to cancel a charge of kn thousand dollars now upon the 
books of said Department against ~lilton B. Cushing, a paym,1ster in 
the United States ~aYy, which is b:,sed upon a CL'rtain requisition and 
receipt pmporting to be made by him 011 and to Paymaster Henry H. 
Pangborn, and bearing date )Ia~- secollll, eighteen hundred and sixt:y­
six, said requisition being a fraud and forgery against the said Uushing. 

Approved, June 3, 1878. 

CHAP. 157.-An act to confirm tho title of Benjamin E. Edwards, his heirs, assigns, 
or legal representati,es, to a certain tract of laud in the Terr.tory of New ~Iexico. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre.~entatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Beujamin E. B(lwards, 
his heirs, assigns, or lc,gal representatives, be, and are liereu,r, con­
firmed in the title to six hundred mid forty acres of laud, situate in the 
Territory of ~ew )h·xico, bPing the tract of laud lot'.ated by virtue of a 
certificate numbered four lrnntlred and forty-four, of the second class, 
issued bv the board of la1:t1-commissioners for the county of Bexar and 
State ot: Tt•xa~, to one Andrew Flore~, and date<l tb; sixteenth day 
of August, anno Domiui eighteen hnndred and forty-seYen, and the 
same tract of larnl for which a patent was autliorizPd to ue issued by 
tile act of the legislature of \ he State of Texas, entitl<'U ''.L\n act to re­
quirn the commissioner of the general land-offiee to issue patents for 
lands therein named", app1ond December secoud, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, and which is more particnl ,r}~· describe<l in the pht aud field­
notes accomp:111yiug the surTey tiu,reof, executed by H. S. llowartl, 
deputy sun-e:yor, and appronod of uy the district i-:tll'\'('yor for tlle dis­
trict of Bexar, on the tliirtietu day of No,ember, eighteen hundred and 
forty-nine, wllich said snr,ey is numbered tllirty-eight, iu section num­
bered fifteeu, in what was the11 known aR the Bexar land llistrict for the 
State of Texas, and whicll is uow of record in tl.Je office of tile com­
mis~ioner of tile general hmd-office iu the Stato of Texas. 

SEC. 2. That the Commissioner of thl:l General Laud Office, upo11 the 
receipt of the vroper plat and sun-ey,_sliall cause a patent to lJe issut"d 
to baid Benjamin E. Ell ward,-, llis heirs, assigns, or legal representatives, 
for the l.mds hereb~- confirmed: Provided, lwicever, 'ruat such patent 
shall be construed as a reli11qnislrn1ent only of title on the part of the 
United States, and shall uot aflect the rigllt of any third person. 

Approved, June 6, 1878. 

CHAP. 158.-An act for tl:e relief of John C;inton, postmaster at Brownsville, 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlw United 
States of America in Congress assembled, 'l'hat the Secretary of tlw 
Treasury bt>, and he is l1ereby, authorized and directed to place to the 
"retlit of the Post-Office tuutl on money-order account the sum of two 
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hundred and sixty-fixe dollars and tbirty-8eve11 cents; and that the 
Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department is hereby 
directed to credit John Clinton, of Brownsdlle, Tennessee, in his 
account as postmaster, with the saiu sum of two hundred and sixty-five 
dollars an<l thirty-1,even cents, being for money-order funus stolen from 
the post-office at Brownsville, Tennessee, while said John Clinton was 
postmaster, but without fault or negligence on bis part. 
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Mattie l\IcTag­
gart. 

Pension increas­
ed. 

June 7, 1878. 

James Newcomb. 
Pension to. 

June 7, 1878. 

Approved 1 Juue 6, 1878. 

CHAP. 159.-An act granting an increase of pension to Mattie McTaggart, widow of 
tho late First Lieutenant McTaggart, Seventeenth United Sta~es Infantry. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou:;c of Representati1•es of the United 
States of America in Congress assemblr:d, 'fhat the Secretary of the Inte­
rior be, and he is hereby, authorizeu and directed to increase the pension 
of :Mrs. 1\lattie ~JcTaggart, willow of First Lieutenant Cah'in P . .McTag­
gart, late of the Sewnteenth United States Infantry, suhjeet to the pro­
visions and limitations of the pension-laws, to seventeen dollars per 
month; said increase to commence from :mu after the passage of this act. 

Approved, June 6, 18i8. 

CHAP. 163.-An act granting a pension to James Newcomb. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcntatii 1es of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secreta,ry of the In­
terior be, and he is hereby, authorized a,nd directed to place on thll 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions anu limitations of the pension-laws, 
the name of James Newcomb, formerly a private in Company H, First 
Battalion, Seventeenth United States Infantry. 

Approved, June 7, 1878. 

CHAP. 164.-An act granting a pension to Alfred Richardson, late of Company A, 
------- Twelfth Indiana Volunteers. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America -in Congress assembled, That the Secret2.ry of the In­
terior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directt:u to place on the 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension-laws, 
the name of Alfred Richardson, late of Company A, Twelfth Indiana 
Volunteers. 

Approved, June 7, 1878. 

CHAP. 165.-An act for the relief of Acting Master Robert Platt,, United States Navy. 

Be it enacted by t,'ze Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of A.meri"ca. in C011grcss assembled, That the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to appoint Acting 1\Iaster Robert Platt, 
United States N:wy, for long and meritorious services, a master in the 
regular Navy of the United States, not in the line of promotion. 

Approved, June 7, 1878 . 

CHAP. 166.-An act for the relief of Naunill Hall 

Be it enacted by the Senato and House of Representatives of the United 
Nan~ie Hal.I. States of .America in Congress assembled, That the claim of Nannie Hall, 
Cl ;1,i m rete~rnd formerly widow of Lieutenant Frederick J. Denman, of the United 
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