
ACTS OF THE EIGHTH CONGRESS 

OF THE 

UN IT ED ST ATES, 

Passed at the .first session, which was begun and lield at the City of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the seventeenth 
day of October, 1803, and ended on the twenty-seventh day of 11:farch 
IBM ' 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, President; AARON BuRR, Vice President of the 
United States and President of the Senate; JoHN BaowN, President 
of the Senate pro tempore, from the 31st of October to the 19th of 
December, 1803, and from the 26th of January to the 25th of Febru­
ary, 1804; JESSE FRANKLIN, President of the Senate pro tempore, 
from the 14th of March, 1804; NATHANIEL MACON, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAPTER I.-An Act to enable the President ef the United State., to take possession 
ef the territories ceded by France lo the United States, by the treaty concluded at 
Paris, on the thirtieth ef April last; and for the temporary government thereef. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to take possession of, and 
occupy the territory ceded by France to the United States, by the treaty 
concluded at Paris, on the thirtieth day of April last, between the two 
nations; and that he may for that purpose, and in order to maintain in 
the said territories the authority of the United States, employ any part 
of the army and navy of the United States, and of the force authorized 
by an act passed the third day of March last, intituled "An act direct­
ing a detachment from the militia of the United States, and for erecting 
certain arsenals," which he may deem necessary: and so much of the 
sum appropriated by the said act as may be necessary, is hereby appro­
priated for the purpose of carrying this act into effect; to be applied 
under the direction of the President of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the expiration of the 
present session of Congress, unless provision for the temporary govern­
ment of the said territories be sooner made by Congress, all the military, 
civil and judicial powers, exercised by the officers of the existing govern­
ment of the same, shall be vested in such person and persons, and shall 
be exercised in such manner, as the President of the United States shall 
direct for maintaining and protecting the inhabitants of Louisiana in 
the free enjoyment of their liberty, property and religion. 

APPROVED, October 31, 1803. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. 11.-An Act authorizing the creation of a stock, to the amount ef eleven Nov. 10, 1803. 
millions two hundred andfifty thousand dollars, for the purpose ef carrying into 
effect the convention of the thirtieth ef April, one thousand eight hundred and [Obsolete.] 
lliree, between the United Stales ef America and the French Republic; and making 
provision for the payment ef the same. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rrpresentatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of carry-
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EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 2. 1803. 

ing into effect the convention of the thirtieth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and three, between the United States of America and 
the French Republic, the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
authorized, to cause to be constituted, certificates of stock, signed by 
the register of the treasury, in favour of the French Republic, or of its 
assignees, for the sum of eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, bearing an interest of six per centum per annum, from the time 
when possession of Louisiana shall have been obtained, in conformity 
with the treaty of the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and three, between the United States of America and the French Repub­
lic, and in other respects conformable with the tenor of the convention 
aforesaid; and the President of the United States is authorized to cause 
the said certificates of stock to be delivered to the government of France, 
or to such person or persons as shall be authorized to receive them, in 
three months at most, after the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty 
aforesaid, and after Louisiana shall be taken possession of in the name 
of the government of the United States; and credit, or credits, to the 
proprietors thereof, shall thereupon be entered and given on the books 
of the treasury, in like manner as for the present domestic funded debt, 
which said credits or stock shall thereafter be transferable only on the 
books of the treasury of the United States, by the proprietor or proprie­
tors of such stock, his, her or their attorney: and the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged for the payment of the interest, and for the re­
imbursement of the principal of the said stock, in conformity with the 
provisions of the said convention: Provided however, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury may, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, consent to discharge the said stock in four equal annual instal­
ments, and also shorten the periods fixed by the convention for its reim­
bursement: And 1n·ovided also, that every proprietor of the said stock 
may, until otherwise directed by law, on surrendering his certificate of 
such stock, receive another to the same amount, and bearing an interest 
of six per centum per annum, payable quarter-yearly at the treasury of 
the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it fui·ther enacted, That the annual interest accruing 
on the said stock, which may, in conformity with the convention afore­
said, be payable in Europe, shall be paid at the rate of four shillings and 
sixpence sterling for each dollar, if payable in London, and at the rate 
of two guilders and one half of a guilder, current money of Holland, 
for each dollar, if payable in Amsterdam. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That a sum equal to what will be 
necessary to pay the interest which may accrue on the said stock to the 
end of the present year, be, and the same is hereby appropriated for that 
purpose, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 4. And be it furt!ter enacted, That from and after the end of 
the present year, (in addition to the annual sntn of seven millions three 
hundred thousand dollars yearly appropriated to the sinking fund, by 
virtue of the act, intituled "An act making provision for the redemption 
of the whole of the public debt of the United States,") a further annual 
sum of seven hundred thousand dollars, to be paid out of the duties on 
merchandise and tonnage, be, and the same hereby is, yearly appropriated 
to the said fund, making in the whole, an annual sum of eight millions 
of dollars, which shall be vested in the commissioners of the sinking 
fund in the same manner, shall be applied by them for the same purposes, 
and shall be, and continue appropriated, until the whole of the present 
debt of the United States, inclusively of the stock created by virtue of 
this act, shall be reimbursed and redeemed, under the same limitations 
as have been provided by the first section of the above-mentioned act, 
respecting the annual appropriation of seven millions three hundred thou­
sand dollars, made by the same. 
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SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall cause the said further sum of seven hundred thousand dollars to be 
paid to the commissioners of the sinking fund, in the same manner as 
w~s ?irected by the _a?ove-rnentioned act respecting the annual appro­
priation of seven millions three hundred thousand dollars; and it shall 
be tlie duty of the commissioners of the sinking fund to cause to be 
applied and paid ~mt of the said fund, yearly, and every year, at the 
treasury of the United States, such sum and sums as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the annual interest and charges accruing on the 
stock created by virtue of this act, and the several instalments, or parts 
of principal of the said stock, as the same shall become due and may be 
disc~arged, in conformity to the terms of the convention aforesaid, and 
of tins act. 

ArmovEv, November 10, 1803. 

CHAP. III.-.9n .!let making provision for tl,e payment of claims of citizens rf tlie 
United States on the government ,f France, the payment rf which has been 
assumed by the United Stales, by virtue nf the convention ,f the thirtieth rf .llpril, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States and the l'rencli 
Republic. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That a snm, not exceed­
ing three millions seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, (inclu­
sive of a sum of two millions of dollars, appropriated by the act of the 
twenty-sixth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and three, 
intituled "An act making further provision for the expenses attending 
the intercourse between the United States and foreign nations,") to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, 
and the same hereby is appropriated, for the purpose of discharging the 
claims of citizens of the United States against the government of France, 
the payment of which has been assumed by the government of the 
United States, by virtue of a convention made the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, between the United States of 
America and the French Republic, respecting the said claims. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea­
sury shall cause to be paid, at the treasury of the United States, in con­
formity to the convention aforesaid, the amount of such claims, above­
mentioned, as, under the provisions of the said convention, shall be 
awarded to the respective claimants; which payments shall be made on 
the orders of the minister plenipotentiary of the United States for the 
time being, to the French Republic, in conformity with the convention 
aforesaid, and the said minister shall be charged on the treasury books 
with the whole amount of such payments, until he shall have exhibited 
satisfactory proof to the accounting officers of the treasury, that his 
orders, thus paid, have been issued in conformity with the provisions of 
the said convention. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to borrow, on the credit of the 
United States, to be applied to the purposes authorized by this act, a 
sum not exceeding one million seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
at a rate of interest, not exceeding six per centum per annum; reimburs­
able out of the appropriation made by virtue of the first section of this 
act, at the pleasure of the United States, or at such period, not exceed­
ing five years from the time of obtaining the loan, as may be stipulated 
by contract; and it shall be lawful for the Bank of the United States to 
lend the same. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the duties on 
merchandise and tonnage as may be necessary, be, and the same hereby 
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EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 4, 5, 6. 18J3. 

is appropriated for the purpose of paying the interest which shall accrue 
on the said loan. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
incident to the investigation of the claims above mentioned, there be 
appropriated a sum not exceedi,ng eighteen thousand five hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated: Provided, that the compensation to be made to 
any of the commissioners appointed, or to be appointed, in pursuance 
of the abo\e-mentioned convention, shall not exceed the rate of four 
thousand four hundred and fifty dollars per annum; that the compensa­
tion of their secretary shall not exceed the rate of two thousand two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per annum; and that the compensation 
of the agent shall not exceed the rate of one thousand dollars per annum. 

APPROVED, November 10, 1803. 

CHAP, IV.-.On .Oct making an appropriation for carrying info effect the seventh 
article rf the treaty rf amity, commerce and navigation, between the United 
States and his Britannic Majesty. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 

States ef America-in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, be, and the same hereby is appropriated for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the seventh article of the treaty concluded 
at London, on the nineteenth day of November, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-four, between the United States of America and his Britannic 
Majesty. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the accounting officers of 
the treasury be, and they are hereby authorized to allow an interest, not 
exceeding the rate of six per centum per annum, on one third part of 
the amount of any award made in pursuance of the aforesaid article, 
and presented at the treasury previous to the passing of this act, to be 
calculated from the time when such award shall have been presented. 

APPROVED, November 16, 1803. 

CHAP. V .--.Jln .Oct to repeal the act, intituletl ".8n act to allow a drawback rf 
duties on goods exported to New Orleans, and therein to amend the act intituled 
Jln act to regulate the collection rf duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Co'flgress assembled, That the act passed on the 
fifth day of April, one thousand eight hundred, intituled "An act to 
allow a drawback of duties on goods exported to N cw Orleans, and there­
in to amend the act, intituled An act to regulate the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage," be, and the same hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, November 25, 1803. 

CHAP. VI.-An JJ.ct to repeal an act, intituled "An net to establish an uniform 
system rf Bankruptcy throughout the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H(fUse of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the act of Congress 
passed on the fourth day of April, one thousand eight hundred, intituled 
"An act to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States," shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. Provided 
nevertheless, that the repeal of the said act shall in no wise affect the 
execution of any commission of bankruptcy which may have been issued 
prior to the passing of this act, but every such commission may and shall 
be proceeded on and fully executed as though this act had not passed. 

APPROVED, December 19, 1803. 
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CHAP, IX.-An .fl.ct making apprapriations for the support ef the Navy ef the 
United States, during the year one thousand eight hundred and four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ~House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the ex­
penses of the navy of the United States, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and four, the following sums be, and the same hereby are, 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and the pay of the sea­
men, two hundred and thirty-four thousand, three hundred and twenty­
eight dollars. 

For provisions, one hundred and twenty-five thousand, five hundred 
and eighteen dollars, and seventy-two cents. 

For medicine, instruments, hospital stores and all expenses on account 
of the sick, four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, store rent, and other contingent expenses, one 
hundred and forty-four thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of ordnance, and other military stores, five thousand 
dollars. 

For the expense of navy yards, docks and other improvements, the 
pay of superintendents, store-keepers, clerks and labourers, fifty-two 
thousand dollars. 

For the pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 
for those on shore, and forage for the staff, fifty-seven thousand .five hun­
dred and forty-one dollars and eighty cents. 

For clothing for the same, twelve thousand eight hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and seventy-six cents. 

For military stores for the same, four hundred and fifty-two dollars. 
For medicine, medical services, hospital stores, and all expenses on 

account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, one thousand dollars. 
For quartermasters and barrack-masters' stores, officers' travelling 

expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, fuel, and other contingent 
expenses, eight thousand eight hundred and forty-seven dollars. 

For completing the marine barracks at the city of Washington, three 
thousand five hundred and eighty-four dollars and seventy-two cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums herein 
specifically appropriated, shall be paid, first, out of any balance remain­
ing unexpended of former appropriations, for the support of the navy, 
and secondly, out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appro­
priated. 

APPROVED, January 31, 1804. 

CnAr. XI.-Jl.n Jlct making appropriations for the suppo,-/ ef tlte lrlililary estab­
lishment ef the United States, in the year one thousand eight hundnd and 

four.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and IIouse of Representatives of t!te United 
States of America in Cong1·css assembled, That for defraying the expense 
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VoL. U.-32 
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EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 12. 1804. 

of the military establishment of the United _States, for the year one thou­
sand eight hundred and four, for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated,that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, three hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and seventy-six dollars. 

For forage, four thousand and fifty-six dollars. 
For the subsistence of the officers of the army and corps of engineers, 

twenty-eight thousand and eighty-two dollars and eighty-three cents, 
and one half of a cent. 

For the subsistence of non-commissioned officers, musicians and pri­
vates, one hundred and sixty-three thousand eight hundred and thirty­
nine dollars and thirty-seven cents, and one half of a cent. 

For clothing, eighty thousand dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, fourteen thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, ten thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools, expense of transportation and other 

contingent expenses of the war department, seventy-one thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines, and armories, one hundred 

and nine thousand eight hundred and ninety-six dollars and eighty-
eight cents. . 

For purchasing maps, plans, books, and instruments for the war de­
partment and military academy, one thousand dollars. 

For the Indian department, seventy-five thousand five hundred dollars; 
SEC. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the several appropriations, 

herein before made, shall be paid and discharged, first, out of any bal­
ance remaining unexpended of former appropriations for the support of 
the military establishment, and secondly, out of any monies in the trea­
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1804. 

CH AP, Xll.-.On .Oct continuing for a limited time, the salaries ef the qfficers rf 
government therein mentioned.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
last day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three, the follow­
ing annual compensations, and no other, be, and they are hereby granted 
to the officers herein enumerated, respectively, that is to say: 

To the Secretary of State, five thousand dollars. 
'The Secretary of the Treasury, five thousand dollars. 
The Secretary of War, four thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Secretary of the Navy, four thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Attorney-General, three thousand dollars.(b) 
The Comptroller of the Treasury, three thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Treasurer, three thousand dollars. 
The Auditor of the Treasury, three thousand dollars. 
The Register of the Treasury, two thousand. four hundred dollars. 
The Accountant of the War department, two thousand dollars. 
The Accountant of the Navy department, two thousand dollars. 
The Postmaster-General, three thousand dollars,(c) and 
The Assistant Postmaster-General, one thousand seven hundred dol­

lars; which sums shall be respectively paid quarter-yearly, at the treasury 
of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force for three years, and from thence until the end of the next session 
of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1804. 

(a) See voL i. 67, (b) See vol. i. 7.2, 497, 730. (c) See vol. i. 235, 358. 
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CHAP. XUI.-.9n .Oct for laying and collecting duties on impo,·is and tonnage 
within tl.e terdtories ceded to the United States, by the treaty rf the thirtieth of 
.llpril, one thousand eight liundred and three, between the United States and tli,e 
French Republic, and for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Si:nate and IIouse ef Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the same duties which 
by law now are, or hereafter may be laid on goods, wares, and merchan­
dise imported into the United States, on the tonnage of vessels, and on 
the passports and clearances of vessels, shall be laid and collected on 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the territories ceded to the 
United States, by the treaty of the thirtieth of April, one thousand eil!ht 
hundred and three, between the United States and the French Republic; 
and on vessels arriving in, or departing from the said territories: and 
the following acts, that is to say, the act, intituled, 

"An act to establish the treasury department." 
"An act concerning the registering and recording of ships and ves­

t1els." 
"An act for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in 

the coasting trade and fisheries." 
"An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 
"An act to establish the compensations of officers employed in the 

collection of the duties on imports and tonnage, and for other purposes." 
"An act for the more effectual recovery of debts due from individuals 

to the United States." 
"An act to provide more effectually for the settlement of accounts 

between the United States and receivers of public money." 
"An act to authorize the sale and conveyance of lands in certain 

cases, by the marshals of the United States, and to confirm former 
sales·" and 

"An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeit1Jres, penal­
ties and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned." 

"An act to establish a mint and to regulate the coins of the United 
States." 

"An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes." 
And the act supplementary to, and amendatory of the two last-men­

tioned acts, or so much of the said acts as is now in force, and also so 
much of any other act or acts of the United States as is now in force, 
or may be hereafter enacted, for laying any duties on imports, tonnage, 
seamen or shipping, for regulating and securing the collection of the 
same, and for regulating the compensations of the officers employed in 
the collection of the same; for granting and regulating drawbacks, boun­
ties and allowances in lieu of drawbacks; concerning the registering, 
recording, enrolling and licensing of ships and vessels; to provide for 
the settlement of accounts between the United States and individuals; 
for the recovery of debts due to the United States; and for remitting 
forfeitures, penalties and disabilities, shall extend to, and have full force 
and effect in the above-mentioned territories: Provided however, and it 
is liereby further enacted, That ships or vessels, which on the twentieth 
day of December last, were owned by persons then residing in the above 
mentioned territories, and who, either were citizens of the United States, 
or had resided in the sa1d territories, during five years next preceding, 
shall be entitled to the benefits and privileges of ships or vessels of the 
United States, whilst they shall continue to be wholly owned by such 
persons, or by citizens of the United States: Provided nevertheless, that 
the persons claiming such privileges for their ships or vessels, shall in 
every other respect, comply with the provisions of the acts for regist~ring, 
recording, enrolling and licensing of ships or vessels, and who, 1f not 
citizens of the United States, shall have previously taken an oath of 

251 

STATUTE I. 

:Feb. 24, 1804. 

Duties on im­
ports and ton. 
nage in Louis­
iana as in other 
stntes. 

\Vhat Jaws 
shall be in force 
there. 

Act of Sept. 
2, 1789, ch. 12. 

Act of Dec. 
31, 1792, ch. 1. 

Act of Feb. 
1s, 1793, ch. 8. 

Act of March 
2, 1799, ch. 22. 

Act of March 
3, 1797, ch. 9. 

Act of March 
3, 1795, ch. 48. 

Act of March 
3, 1797, ch. 20. 

Act of May 
7, 1800, ch. 45. 

Act of 17!17, 
ch. 13. 

Act of April 
2, 1792, ch. 16. 

Act of :Feb. 
9, 1793, ch. 5. 

All acts or of 
such parts now 
in force, or 
which may be 
enacted for lay­
ing duties on 
imports and ton­
nage, seamen or 
shipping for the 
collection of du­
ties, regulating 
drawbacks and 
enrolling ves­
sels to be in 
force. 

Vessels of that 
territory enti­
tled to same 
benefit as of U. 
States which 
were owned on 
the 20th Deccm• 
ber, 1803, &c. 

But shall re­
gister and take 
oath of allegi­
ance. 



Other acts ex­
tended to Lou -
isiana. 

Act concern. 
ing the Bank of 
the U. States ; 
and an act for 
the regulation of 
seamen and for 
protecting the 
exportation of 
goods not in­
spected,extend­
ed to Louisiana. 

Commercial 
regulations in­
consistent with 
the provisions of 
the second sec­
tion repealed. 

Fees, &c. usu­
ally paid for pi­
lotage, wharf. 
age, &c. not af­
fected. 

Territory au­
ncxctl to the 
District of Mis­
sissippi. 

New Orleans 
the solo port of 
entry. 

Officers to be 
appointed hy the 
President of the 
U. States. 

Act of 1700, 
ch. 22. 

Repeal 01any 
laws which es• 
tablish n district 
on tho river Mis. 
sissippi south of 
the Tennessee 
river. 

District of 
Natchez, officer 
there. 

EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 13. 1804. 

allegiance to the United States, which oath the collector of the port is 
hereby authorized to administer. 

SE~. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act. or acts 
of the United States, now in force, or which may be hereafter enacted, 
concernin()' the Bank of the United States, and for the punishment of 
frauds co~mitted on the same; for the relief of sick and disabled sea­
men; for the protection of American seamen; for the government and 
regulation of seamen in the merchant service; and for preventing the 
exportation of goods not duly inspected; shall extend to and have full 
force and effect in the above-mentioned territories. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of any law or laws, 
laying any duties on the importation into the United States of goods, 
wares and merchandise from the said territories (or allowing drawbacks 
on the importation of the same from the United States to the said terri­
tories), or respecting the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and the said territories, or between the several parts of the 
United States through the said territories, which is inconsistent with the 
provisions of the preceding section, be, and the same hen;by is repealed; 
and all duties on the exportation of goods, wares and merchandise from 
the said territories, as well as all duties on the importation of goods, 
wares and merchandise into the said territories, on the transfer of ships 
or vessels, and on the tonnage of vessels, other than those laid by virtue 
of the laws of the United States, shall, from the time when this act 
shall commence to be in force, cease and determine: Provided however, 
that nothing lierein contained, shall be construed to affect the fees and 
other charges usually paid in the said territories on account of pilotage, 
wharfage, or the right of anchoring by the levy of the city of New 
Orleans, which several foes and charges shall, until otherwise directed, 
continue to be paid and applied to the same purposes as heretofore. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That, to the end that the laws 
providing for the collection of the duties imposed, by Jaw, on goods, 
wares and merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the 
tonnage of ships and vessels, and the laws respecting the revenue and 
navigation of the United States, may be carried into effect within the 
said territories, the territories ceded to the U nitcd States by the treaty 
above mentioned, and also all the navigable waters, rivers, creeks, bays, 
and inlets, lying within the United States, which empty into the Gulf 
of Mexico, east of the river Mississippi, shall be annexed to the Missis­
sippi district, and shall, together with the same, constitute one district, 
to be called the "District of Mississippi." The city of New Orleans 
shall be the sole port of entry in the said district, and the town of Bayou 
St. John shall be a port of delivery, a collector, nan! officer, and sur­
veyor shall be appointed to reside at New Orleans, and a surveyor shall 
be appointed to reside at the port of Bayou St. John; and the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to appoint, not exceeding 
three surveyors, to reside at such other places, within the said district, 
as he shall deem expedient, and to constitute each, or either of such 
places ports of delivery only. And so much of any law or laws, as 
establishes a district on the river Mississippi, south of the river Tennes­
see, is hereby repealed, except as to the recovery and receipt of such 
duties on goods, wares and merchandise, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels, as shall have accrued, and as to the recovery and distribution 
of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall have been incurred before 
the commencement of the operation of this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the shores and waters of the 
town of Natchez, shall be one district, to be called the district of Natchez, 
and a collector shall be appointed who shall reside at Natchez, which 
shall be the only port of entry or delivery within the said district, of any 
goods, wares and merchandise, not the growth or manufacture of the 
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United States: Provided nevertheless, that it shall be the duty of every 
master or commander of any ship or vessel destined for the said port of 
Natchez, to stop at New Orleans, and there deliver to the collector of 
said port a manifest of the cargo on board such ship or vessel agreeably 
to law, on penalty of five thousand dollars. And it shall be the duty of 
said collector to transmit a certified copy of such manifest to the collector 
of the said port of Natchez, and to direct an inspector to go on board 
such ship or vessel, and proceed therewith to the port of Natchez, and 
there report such ship or vessel to the collector of said port of Natchez, 
immediately after his arrival, when the duty of said inspector shall cease. 

Sv,c. 6. And be it further enacted, That foreign ships or vessels shall 
be admitted to unlade at the port of New Orleans, and at no other port 
within the district of Mississippi; and ships or vessels belonging to citi­
zens of the United States, coming directly from France or Spain, or any 
of their colonies, shall not be admitted to unlade at any port within the 
district of Mississippi, other than New Orleans: and ships or vessels 
arriving from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the 
same, shall be admitted to make entry at the port of New Orleans, and 
at no other port within the district of Mississippi: Provided however, 
that nothing in this act contained, shall authorize the allowing of draw­
backs on the exportation of any goods, wares and merchandise from the 
said port of New Orleans, other than on those which shall have been 
imported directly into the same, from a foreign port or place. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the master or commander 
of every ship or vessel, bound to a port of delivery only, other than the 
port of Bayou St. John, in the district of Mississippi, shall first come to 
at the port of New Orleans with his ship or vessel, and there make 
report and entry, in writing, and pay, or secure to be paid, all legal 
duties, port fees, and charges, in manner provided by law, before such 
ship or vessel shall proceed to her port of delivery; and any ship or 
vessel, bound to the port of Bayou St. John, may first proceed to the 
said port, and afterwards make report and entry at the port of New 
Orleans, within the time by law limited; and the master of every ship 
or vessel, arriving from a foreign port or place, or having goods on 
board of which the duties have not been paid or secured, and bound to 
any port within the district of Mississippi, (other than New Orleans, or 
Bayou St. John,) shall take an inspector on board at New Orleans, 
before proceeding to such port; and if any master of a ship or vessel 
shall proceed to such port of delivery, contrary to the directions afore­
said, he shall forfeit and pay five hundred dollars, to be recovered in 
any court of competent jurisdiction, with the costs of suit. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlier enacted, That during the term of twelve 
years, to commence three months after the exchange of the ratifications 
of the above-mentioned treaty shall have been notified, at Paris, to the 
French government, French ships or vessels, coming directly from 
France, or any of her colonies, laden only with the produce or manu­
factures of France, or any of her said colonies; and Spanish ships or 
vessels, coming directly from Spain, or any of her colonies, laden only 
with the produce or manufactures of Spain, or any of her said colonies, 
shall be admitted into the port of New Orleans, and into all other ports 
of entrv which may hereafter be established by law, within the territo­
ries ceded to the United States by the above-mentioned treaty, in the 
same manner as ships or vessels of the United States, coming directly 
from France or Spain, or any of their colonies, and without being sub­
ject to any other, or higher duty on the said produce or manufacture, 
than by law now is, or shall, at the time, be payable, by citize!1s of the 
United States on similar articles, imported from France or Spam, or any 
of their colonies, in vessels of the United States, into the said port of 
New Orleans or other ports of entry in the territories above mentioned; 
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or to any other, or higher tonnage duty, than by law_ now is, or shalJ at 
the time be, laid on the tonnage of vessels of the Umted States coming 
from France, or Spain, or from any of their colonies, to the said port 
of New Orleans, or other ports of entry within the territories above 
mentioned. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the collector of the district 
of Mississippi, shall give bond for the true and faithful discharge of his 
duties, in the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, and shall be allowed in 
addition to the fees and emoluments of his office, in lien of all other 
commissions, one and a half per cent. on all monies by him received, 
on account of the duties arising from goods, wares and merchandise 
imported into the said district, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels; 
and the naval officers and surveyors of the said district shall, respec­
tively, receive an annual compensation of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
in addition to their other fees and emoluments. 

SEc. 10. And be it fui·ther enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, to cause to be built and equipped, 
one revenue cutter in addition to those heretofore authorized by law, 
which cutter may be officered, manned and employed, in the same 
manner, and the expense thereof shall be paid out of the same fund, as 
is provided for defraying the expense of the revenue cutters heretofore 
authorized by law. 

S.t:c. 11. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized, whenever he shall deem it expe­
dient, to erect the shores, waters and inlets of the bay and river Mobile, 
and of the other rivers, creeks, inlets and bays emptying into the Gulf 
of Mexico, east of the said river Mobile, and west fhereof to the Pasca­
guola inclusive, into a separate district, and to establish such place 
within the same, as he shall deem expedient, to be the port of entry and 
delivery for such district; and to designate such other places, within the 
same district, not exceeding two, to be ports of delivery only. When­
ever such separate district shall be erected, a collector shall be appointed, 
to reside at the port of entry; and a surveyor shall likewise be appointed, 
to reside at each of the ports of delivery which may be established. 
And such collector and snrveyor shall be entitled to receive, in addition 
to their other fees and emoluments, an annual salary of two hundred 
and fifty dollars. And the said collector shall give bond for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of his office, in the sum of five thousand dollars. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That this act shall commence 
thirty days after the passing thereof. 

ArPnovED, February 24, 1804. 

CHAP. XIV.-.On Jlct supplementary to an act intitu!ed "..in act lo incorporate 
the inhabitants ef lite City 1f Wasltington, in the District ef Columbia."(a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House <if Represmtativcs <if the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act, intituled "An 
act to incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia," except so much of the same as is inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, be, and the same is hereby continued in 
force for and during the term of fifteen years, from the end of the next 
session of Congress. 

SF.c. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the council of the city of 
Washington, from and after the period for which the members of the 
present council have been elected, shall consist of two chambers, each 
of which shall be composed of nine members, to be chosen by distinct 
ballots, according to the directions of the act to which this is a supple­
ment; a majority of each chamber shall constitute a quorum to do 

(a) See note to act ofJ\fay 3, 1802, ch, 53. 
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business: in case vacancies shall occur in the council, the chamber in 
which the same may happen, shall supply the same by an election, by 
ballot, from the three persons next highest on the list, to those elected 
at the preceding election; and a majority of the whole number of the 
chamber in which such vacancy may happen, shall be necessary to make 
an election. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the council shall have powe1· 
to establish and regulate the inspection of flour, tobacco, and salted pro­
visions, the gaugin~. of casks and liquors, the storage of gunpowder, 
and all naval and m1htary stores, not the property of the United States 
to regulate the weight and quality of bread; to tax and license hawker~ 
and pedlers, to restrain or prohibit tippling houses, lotteries, and all 
kinds of gaming; to superintend the health of the city, to preserve the 
navigation of the Potomac and Anacosta rivers, adjoining the city; to 
erect, repair, and regulate public wharves, and to deepen docks and 
basins; to provide for the establishment and superintendence of public 
schools; to license and regulate, exclusively, hackney coaches, ordinary 
keepers, retailers and ferries; to provide for the appointment of inspec­
tors, constables and such other officers as may be necessary to execute 
the laws of the corporation ; and to give such compensation to the 
mayor of the city as they may deem fit. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the levy court of the county 
of Washing ton shall not hereafter posse,1s the power of imposing any 
tax on the inhabitants of the city of Washington. 

APPROVED, February 24, 1804. 

CHAP, XV .-,IJ.n Jl.ct to amend the Charter ef Alexandria, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That the town of Alexan­
dria shall be, and is hereby divided into two districts, by a line running 
east and west, at an equal distance between King and Prince streets, 
beginning at the river Potomac and extending to the western boundary 
of said town; and all that part of the town which is situate north of 
the said dividing line, shall be called the northern district, and all that 
part of the town which is situate south of the said dividing line, shall be 
called the southern district of the town of Alexandria; and where any 
house or lot shall be situate partly in each district, it shall be considered 
as lying in that district where the greater part of said house or lot is situate, 
and shall be assessed accordingly; each of the districts aforesaid shall be 
divided into two electoral wards, by a line passing from north to south 
through the middle of Pitt street, to be called the first, second, third and 
fourth ward; none of the taxes on the valuation of real property, which 
shall hereafter be collected in the northern district, shall be expended in 
the regulating, or filling up, or paving, or repairing of the streets, or 
sinking of wells, or building of bridges in the southern district; nor shall 
the taxes on the valuation of real property, which shall hereafter be col­
lected in the southern district, be expended in the regulating, or filling 
up, or paving, or repairing the streets, or sinking of wells, or building 
of bridges in the northern district: but all the monies to be expended 
upon the aforesaid improvements in either district, shall be raised by an 
assessment on the valuation of real property in each district respectively, 
at the times and in the manner the said common council shall order and 
direct. It shall be the duty of the assessors and other public officers to 
keep the accounts of each district separate and distinct in regard to the 
assessments for the aforesaid local purposes, and all other taxes, which 
are now or shall hereafter be assessed or levied, upon the valuation of 
real property or other subjects, together with the fines and also the rents 
issuing from the property belonging to the corporation and all their other 
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resources, shall constitute a general fund, to be appropriated as the com­
mon council shall direct. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That every free white male citizen of 
full age, who shall be bona fide seise? of ~ freehold esta~e in. the town 
of Alexandria or who shall have resided m the town aforesaid for the 
space of one year, and have been a housekeeper _therein for the space of 
three months next preceding the day of the elect10n, and who shall have 
been within that time charged with any tax upon the public books, and 
shall have paid such tax, shall be qualified to vote for members to serve 
in the common council of the said town, and no other person shall exer­
cise the right of suffrage; and the per~ons qualifie?, as a_foresaid, to vote, 
shall meet at some convenient place m the ward rn wluch they respect­
ively reside, and elect by ballot four persons for the representatives of 
such ward in the common council, out of the free white male citizens 
who shall have arrived to the age of twenty-one years, and shall have 
resided in the town of Alexandria three years, and in the ward for which 
he shall be elected, for the space of three months immediately preceding 
the election, and shall moreover be seised of an estate of freehold in the 
said ward, and be a housekeeper therein. And that the said election 
shall be held on the first Tuesday of March, in every year, by three com­
missioners to be appointed in each ward for that purpose by the mayor 
and commonalty for the ensuing election, and afterwards by the com­
mon council, which _appointment shall be at least ten days before the 
day of each election, except in regard to the first election to be held 
under this act. The election for the ensuing year shall be held at such 
place, in each ward, as shall be fixed on by the mayor and commonalty, 
and thereafter shall be held at such place as shall be appointed by the 
common council, of which public notice shall be given. 

SEc. 3. Be it farther enacted, That the members of the common 
council, elected as aforesaid, or any twelve of them, shall, within seven 
days after their election in each year, assemble themselves at the court­
house, or any other place which shall be hereafter fixed for their meet­
ing, and shall choose one of their body to be president of the said common 
council, to whom shall be administered, by any justice of the peace in the 
county of Alexandria, an oath or affirmatiou for the faithful discharge 
of the duties of his office; whereupon the president of the said common 
council shall administer the oath of office to the other members of the 
said council, and shall have, while the council is in session, the same 
power which is at present exercised by the mayor, upon the like occasion; 
and he shall convene the council whenever in the opinion of four of the 
members expressed to him in writing, or whenever in his opinion the 
good of the town may require it: and the authority of the said common 
council shall continue one year from the day of their election, and until 
others are chosen and qualified in their stead, and no longer. That the 
common council so elected, and those thereafter to be elected, and their 
successors, shall be and hereby are made a body politic and corporate, 
by the name of the Common Council of Alexandria; and by the said 
name shall have perpetual succession, with capacity to purchase, pos­
sess and enjoy lands and tenements, and goods and chattels, either in 
fee or lesser estate therein, and the same to give, grant, let, sell, assign 
or transfer; and to plead and be impleaded, prosecute and defend all 
causes, complaints, actions real, personal or mixed, and to have one 
common seal, and perpetual succession. And all the estate, rights, and 
credits, now vested in the mayor and commonalty of the town of Alexan­
dria, shall be vested in the said common council, when elected, and may 
be recovered in their name for the use of the said town, and in like 
manner all claims and demands against the mayor and commonalty of 
Alexandria, prior to the operation of the present act, may be prosecuted 
and recovered against the aforesaid common council; and process 
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served upon the president of the common council, shall be deemed suf­
ficient. 

SEc. 4. ~e it furtlter enacted,_ T:11at the jurisdiction of the said com­
mon ~ounml shall extend to the limits heretofore prescribed by law, and 
exercised by the mayor and commonalty. The concurrence of a majo­
rity of the whole number of members elected into the common council, 
shall be necessary for the passing of any law, order, or resolution or for 
repealing, altering, or revoking the same. ' 

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said common council shall have 
power to erect and repair workhouses, houses of correction, and other 
public buildings, for the benefit of the said town; to pave, make and repair 
the streets and highways; to make all laws which they shall conceive re­
quisite for the preservation of the health of the inhabitants, and for the 
regulation of the morals and police of the said town, and to enforce the 
observance of their said laws, by reasonable penalties and forfeitures, to 
be levied upon the goods and chattels of the offender; and they shall 
have power to raise money by taxes, for the use and qenefit of the said 
town : Provided, that such laws shall not be repugnant to, or inconsis­
tent with the laws and constitution of the United States. The said 
common council shall, whenever they deem it proper, have power to 
open, extend, regulate, pave, and improve the streets, within the limits 
of the said town : Provided, they make to the person or persons who 
may be injured by such extension, just and adequate compensation out 
of the funds of the corporation, to be ascertained by the verdict of an 
impartial jury, in like manner as has been usual in other cases, where 
private property has been condemned for public use. They shall have 
power to hold and keep within the said town, market days in every week, 
and from time to time, to appoint a clerk of the market, who shall do 
and perform all things belonging to the office of clerk of the market 
within the said town, according to the rules and regulations which they 
shall prescribe. They shall have power to pass all laws not inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States, which they may conceive requisite 
for the prevention and removal of nuisances, and to appoint a superin­
tendent of police, commissioners, and surveyors of the streets, constables, 
collectors of the taxes, and all other officers who may be deemed neces­
sary for the execution of their laws, who shall be paid for their services 
a reasonable compensation, and whose duties and powers shall be pre­
scribed in such manner as the common council shall deem fit for carry­
ing into execution the powers hereby granted. 

SEc. 6. Be it furtlier enacted, That the jurisdiction of the said 
common council shall extend over the harbor of Alexandria, and over 
vessels of every description which may arrive and be in the harbor, or be 
at anchor in any part of the river Potomac below Pearson's island, and 
within the district of Columbia, for the purpose of preventing and 
removing all nuisances, and such other subjects or things being on 
board any such vessel, as may be prejudicial to the health of the town, 
and for no other purpose. And also, their jurisdiction shall extend 
over the house lately built in the vicinity of the town for the accommo­
dation of the poor and others, and over the ten acres of ground thereto 
belonging, and over all persons who may be sent or placed there by the 
consent or authority of the common council, and on their way to and 
from the same, until they be regularly discharged : Provided, that 
paupers and other persons shall not be considered as having thereby 
gained a residence in the county, so as to become chargeable thereto. 

SEc. 7. Be it further enacted, That the common council shall, 
annually, at their first meeting after their own election and qualification, 
choose by ballot a fit and able man, having the qualifications herein after 
directed, to be mayor of the town, which choice s:11all be made by_ a 
majority of the whole number of members of the said common council, 
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unless the whole number of members be equally divided between two 
persons, in which case one of those two persons shall be immediately, 
by the vote of the president of the coun~il, electe~. Th_e mayor shall 
hold his office for one year, from the time of hrs electron, and until 
a successor is chosen and qualified in his stead. At the expiration 
of which period he may be re-elected for two years thereafter in suc­
cession and no Ioncrer until he shall have been out of office for one 
year. i-Ie shall, bef~re he enters upon the duties of his office, take au 
oath or affirmation, in the presence of the council, faithfully to execute 
his said office, which shall be recorded in their book of proceedings. 
He shall see that the laws of the corporation be duly executed, and shall 
report the negligence or misconduct of any officer to the common council, 
who, on satisfactory proof thereof, may remove from office the said delin­
quent, or take such other measures thereupon, as shall be just and lawful. 
He shall have power to convene the common council when, in his opinion, 
the good of the community may require it, and he shall lay before the coun­
cil, from time to time, in writing, such alterations in the laws of the corpo­
ration, as he shall 'deem necessary or proper. He shall have and exercise 
all the powers of a justice of the peace within the said town, and shall 
receive for his services, annually, a just and reascnable compensation, to 
be allowed and fixed by the common council, which shall not be increased 
or diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected. 
Any person shall be elegible to the office of mayor, who is a white male 
citizen of the United States, who shall have attained to the age of thirty 
years, and shall be the bona fide owner of a freehold estate in the said 
town, and shall have been a resident in the town of Alexandria five 
years immediately preceding his election, and no other person shall be 
elegible to the said office. 

SEc. 8. Be it furthei· enacted, That in case of the refusal of any 
person to accept the office of mayor upon his election thereto, or of his 
death, resignation, inability or removal, the common council shall elect 
another in his place to serve the remainder of the year. The common 
council shall have power to supply vacancies in their own body, by causing 
elections to be made in manner herein before directed, out of the 
citizens qualified to fill the said office in the ward in which such vacan­
cies shall have happened; and may, in the absence of the president, 
elect a president pro tempore. In case of the temporary inability or 
absence of the mayor, the president of the common council shall per­
form all the duties of the mayor, that may be required to be performed 
during his absence or inability, and in case of vacancy in the said office, 
he shall perform the duties thereof, until a new election shall be made. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the acts of the common 
council shall be signed by the president of the common council, and 
shall be presented to the mayor for his approbation, who, if he objects 
thereto, shall, within three days after it shall be presented to him for his 
assent, return it to the common council with his objections in writing, 
and if a majority of the whole council shall be of opinion that the law 
ought to be passed, it shall, notwithstanding the objections of the mayor, 
become a law, and he shall sign the same; but if the mayor shall not 
return his objections to the same, within three days, to the said council, 
it shall become a law, and shall be signed by him. The clerk of the 
council shall record, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, all 
the laws, orders and resolutions which shall be passed, as afores,aid, and 
deliver a copy of them to the public printer, to be printed for the informa­
tion of the people. 

S.Ec. 10. Be it further enacted, That the commissioners to super­
intend the election in each ward, shall, before they receive any vote, 
take, severally, the following oath or affirmation, to be administered by 
the mayor, or any justice of the peace: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear, or 
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affirm ( as the case may be), that I will truly and faithfully receive and 
return the votes of such persons as are by law entitled to vote for mem­
bers of council in ward No. and that I will not knowingly 
receive or return the vote of any who is not legally entitled to the same, 
so help me God ;" the said election shall be closed on the day it is begun, 
and the poll shall be kept open till sunset and no longer. The said 
commissioners in each ward, or a majority of them shall, on the next 
day after the election, make a list of all the votes received at said election; 
and the four persons having the greatest number of votes, shall be duly 
elected; and in all cases of an equality of votes, the commissioners shall 
decide, and shall make a return of the persons so elected, under their 
hands and seals, to the mayor, who shall cause the same to be published 
in the newspapers of the town; the said commissioners shall also send 
a duplicate return, under their hands and seals, of the persons elected, to 
the clerk of the common council, who shall preserve and record the 
same ; the said common council shall judge of the legality of the elec­
tion of any person who shall be returned as a member thereof, and shall 
have full power to pass all laws to enable them to come to a just decision 
upon a contested election: they shall have power to compel the attend­
ance of the members of the council by reasonable penalties, and to 
pass all laws for the orderly and regular conduct of business: they may 
punish any member for disorderly behaviour, and with consent of three 
fourths of the whole council, expel a member. 

SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That whenever taxes upon real 
property, or other claims charged upon real property within the town, 
shall be due, and owing to the common council, and the proprietor shall 
fail to discharge the same, the said common council, after giving the 
party reasonable notice when he resides in the town, sixty days notice 
when he resides out of the town, and in the Uriited States, and after six 
months publication in the newspapers when he resides out of the United 
States, shall be empowered to recover the said taxes or debts, by motiQn 
in the court of Alexandria county : And provided, it shall appear to the 
satisfaction of the court that such taxes or claims are justly due, judg­
ment shall be granted, and an execution shall issue thereupon, with the 
costs of suit, against the goods and chattels of the defaulter, if any can 
be found within the town; if not, that the whole property upon which 
the tax or claim is due, shall by order of the court, be leased out at 
public auction for the shortest term of years that may be offered, on 
condition that the lessee pay the arrearages, and also the future taxes 
accruing during the term, and be at liberty to remove all his improve­
ments at the expiration of the lease: Provided always, that the com­
mon council may prosecute any other remedy, by action, for the recovery 
of the said taxes and claims which is now possessed or allowed. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That so much of any act or acts 
of the general assembly of Virginia, as comes within the purview of this 
act, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed : Provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to impair or destroy any right or 
remedy which the mayor and commonalty of Alexandria now possess or 
enjoy to or concerning any debts, claims or demands against any person 
or persons whatsoever; or to repeal any of the laws and ordinances of 
the mayor and commonalty of the said town now in force, which are not 
inconsistent with this act. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1804. 
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possessed of and sailing under a Spanish or French reg_ister, and belong­
ing, on the twentieth day of December, one thot'.s~nd eight_ ~undred and 
three, and continuing to belong wholly to any c1t1zen or citizens of the 
United States, then residing within the territories ceded to the United 
States, by the treaty of the thirtieth of April one thousand eight hundred 
and three, between th~ United State_s and_ t~e French Repu~lic, or_ to any 
person or persons bemg, on t~e said th1rhet_h d~y of Apnl, an mhabi­
tant or inhabitants of the said ceded terntones, and who continue 
to reside therein, and of which the master is a ~itizcn of the United 
States or an inhabitant as aforesaid, may be registered, enrolled and 
licens~d in the manner prescribed by law; and being so registered 
enrolled or licensed, shall be denominated and deemed a ship or vessei 
of the United States, and entitled to the benefits granted by any law of 
the United States to ships or vessels thereof. Prov·ided, that it shall 
be lawful for the collector to whom application shall be made for a cer­
tificate of registry, enrolment or license for such ship or vessel by any 
citizen or inhabitant as aforesaid, to make such variations in the forms 
of the oaths, certificates, and licenses, as shall render them applicable to 
the cases herein intended to be provided for : And provided also, that 
every such inhabitant applying as aforesaid, shall, prior to his being en­
titled to receive such certificate of registery, enrolment, or license, 
deposit with the collector, the register and other papers under which 
such ship or vessel had been navigated ; and also take and subscribe, 
before the collector (who is hereby authorized to administer the same) 
the following oath : I, A. B., do swear ( or affirm) that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to the United States of America, and that I do 
entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign 
prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the 
king of Spain and the French Republic. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said 
ceded territory who were residents thereof on the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, who shall take the oath afore­
said, and who continue to reside therein, or citizens of the United States 
residents of said ceded territory, shall be entitled to all the benefits and 
privileges of owning ships or vessels of the United States, to all intents 
and purposes, as if they were resident citizens of the United States. 

Al'PROVED, February 25, 1804. 

CHAP. XVIII.-.9n .IJ.ct for tl,e relief rf certain military pensione,·s in the state 
of South Carolina. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the persons to whom 
military pensions have been heretofore granted and paid by the state of 
South Carolina, in pursuance of the resolves of the United States in con­
gress assembled, for the payment of pensions to the invalids who were 
wounded and disabled during the late war with Great Britain, and who 
have not been placed on the books, in the office of the Secretary for the 
department of War, shall be, and the same hereby are directed to be 
placed on said books, and their said pensions shall be hereafter paid by 
the United States, in the same manner as to other pensioners of the 
United States, out of the funds already appropriated for that purpose. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in placing the names of 
pensioners on the books, pursuant to the directions contained in the 
foregoing section, the Secretary of War shall be guided by a certificate 
from the state of South Carolina, when the same shall be delivered to 
him, under the proper authentications, which certificate shall specify 
the names of pensioners and sums of pension; and likewise, that they 
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have not been paid since March the fourth, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-nine, by said state; which certificate shall be recorded in the 
books of the department of war, and the original kept on file. And 
each officer, non-commissioned officer, and soldier, whose name shall 
be placed on the said list as a pensioner, in conformity to the provisions 
of this act, or in case of the death of any such officer, non-commissioned 
officer, or soldier, his heirs or legal representatives shall receive a sum 
equal to the arrears of his pension, which shall have accrued from and 
after the fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty­
nine, until the passage of this act, or until the death of such pensioner, 
as aforesaid, as the case may be; which arrearages shall be ascertained 
and certified by the register of the treasury in the same manner, and 
under the same restrictions as are contained in the act passed the 
eleventh day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, intituled 
"An act for the relief of the persons therein mentioned or described:" 
Provided, that the commutation of half-pay which may ha.ye been re­
ceived by any commissioned officer entitled to a pension, as aforesaid, 
shall first be returned by such officer into the treasury of the United 
States, or shall be deducted from the arrears of pension dhected to be 
paid by this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1804. 

CHAP, XlX.-.!ln .!I.ct to allow drawbacks ef duties, on gnods, wares and merchan. 
dise transported by land, in the cases therein mentioned.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iousc <if Representatives <if t!te United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all goods, wares and mer­
chandise duly imported into either of the districts of Boston and Charles­
town, Salem and Beverly, Newburyport, Ipswich or Marblehead, in the 
state of Massachusetts, which shall be transported by inland conveyance 
along the turnpike or other main road into another of the said districts, 
and be therefrom exported to any foreign port or place, shall be entitled 
to the benefit of a drawback of the duties upon such exportation, under 
the same provisions, regulations, restrictions and limitations, as if the 
goods, wares and merchandise were transported coastwise from one to 
another of the said districts, and also upon the conditions specified in 
the seventy-ninth section of the act, intituled "An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all goods, wares and mer­
chandise duly imported into the district of Delaware, may be transported 
to the same places, in the same manner, and on the same conditions 
with goods, wares and merchandise duly imported into the districts of 
Philadelphia, New York or Baltimore; and shall, in like manner, be 
entitled to the benefit of a drawback of the duties thereon, upon expor­
tation to any foreign port or place, agreeably to the provisions contained 
in the seventy-ninth section of an act, intituled "An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage:" and that all goods, wares 
and merchandise, which being duly imported into the districts of Phila­
delphia, New York or Baltimore, shall be exported from the district of 
Delaware, shall also be entitled to the benefit of a drawback of the 
duties on the same, in the same manner, and on the same conditions 
which are prescribed by the said seventy-ninth section of the act afore­
said, for goods, wares and merchandise, which being duly imported into 
Baltimore or New York, shall be exported from Philadelphia. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1804. 

(a) See as to Drawbacks, vol. i. p. 680, 687. 
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CHAP, XX.-.fln .!let furt!ter to amend tlie act intituled ".11.n act to lay and collect 
a direct tax wit!tin t!te United States," (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatines of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of 
the collectors of the direct tax, under whose direction, or by whom any 
tract of land may have been sold for non-payment of such tax, and 
where the time limited by law for the redemption of such lands, shall 
not have expired before the passing of this act, to transmit within three 
months after the passing of this act, correct transcripts of the lists of 
all the tracts of land or lots, which have been sold, either in, whole or 
in part, for non-payment of the said tax before the passing of this act, 
to the supervisor or to the officers to whom the duties of supervisor may 
have been transferred, or in case there be no such person, to the mar­
shal of the district within which such lands may lie; and the said col­
lectors shall likewise transmit to the same officer, within three months 
after the completion of any sale made subsequent to the passing of this 
act, similar transcripts of the lists of all the tracts of land or lots which 
shall, after the passing of this act, be sold, either in whole or in part, 
for non-payment of the said tax, which several transcripts shall, in every 
case, specify the tract or lot sold, in whole or in part, the quantity of 
land which has been sold; the time when sold; the amount of tax, 
charges and costs for which it was sold, and the amount paid by, and 
the name of the purchaser; and shall also designate all those tracts or 
lots which shall have been redeemed by the original proprietors, or for 
their benefit, in conformity with the provisions for that purpose hereto­
fore enacted: and it shall also be the duty of the said collectors to pay 
over, within the time aforesaid, to the officer to whom the above· men­
tioned transcripts may have been transmitted, the amount of all the 
monies paid to them by or for the benefit of any original proprietor of 
lands or lots sold for non-payment of the tax, and subsequent to such 
sale redeemed in conformity with law, by or for such proprietor, which 
shall , not at the time of transmitting the said transcripts, have been re­
paid by such collector to the purchaser of such land or lots. And any 
collector failing to comply with the provisions of this section, or with 
any of them, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars with 
costs of suit. 

SEc. 2. And be it further cnactfd, That if any collector shall fail to 
transmit the transcripts required by the first section of this act, within 
the time aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the supervisor, officer acting 
as supervisor, or marshal, as the case may be, of the district within 
which the collection district of such collector may be, to prepare within 
six months after the passing of this act, from the lists or such other 
documents as may be in his possession, a similar transcript of the list 
of lands which such collector had by virtue of the second section of the 
act, intituled "An act to amend an act, intituled An act to lay and 
collect a direct tax within the United States," been authorized to sell 
for non-payment of the said tax; which list shall likewise specify in 
every case, the tract or lot described in the original assessment, and the 
amount of tax, charges and costs for which it was liable to be sold; and 
any supervisor, officer acting as supervisor, or marshal, as the case may 
be, failing to comply with the provisions of this section shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of five hundred dollars with costs of suit. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
supervisors, officers acting as supervisors, or marshals, as the case may 
be, to exhibit the before mentioned transcripts, whether transmitted by 
the collector, or prepared by themselves; and also, to keep open the 

(a) Notes to act of July 9, 1798, chap. 70, vol. i. 580. 
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original assessment lists, and whenever required within the time limited 
by law for the redemption of lands, or lots, thus sold, to any person 
wishing to ascertain whether any tract of land or lot has been sold for 
non-payment of the tax, to receive, within the same period, from any 
person tendering the same, the amount of the tax, charges and costs for 
which any such tract of land or lot has been sold, with the interest which 
shall have accrued on the same as fixed by law, and execute a receipt 
for the same; which payment, by whomsoever made, shall always be 
considered to be made for the benefit of the original proprietor; and to 
pay over, at any time, within the same period, when applied for, the 
monies and "interest received from, or for any original proprietors, who 
shall have availed themselves of the right of redeeming th~ir lands, 
agreeably to law, to the person who may have purchased the tract of 
land or lot, so redeemed, when the same was sold for non-payment of 
the tax, or to the representative of such person. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said supervisor, person acting as supervisor, or marshal, as the case may 
be, to file, at the end of two years after the completion of the sales of 
lands sold within their district, for non-payment of the direct tax, with 
the clerk of the district court within whose district such lands may lie, 
correct transcripts, similar to those prescribed by the first section of this 
act, of the lands or lots sold in whole, or in part, for non-payment of 
the direct tax, and which shall not have been redeemed by, or for, the 
original proprietor within the said two years ; and also to pay into the 
clerk's office of the said court, for the use of the purchaser or his repre­
sentatives, any monies remaining in their hands which shall have been 
paid by such original proprietors, as shall have availed themselves of the 
right of redemption: and it shall also be the duty of the said supervisors, 
officers acting as supervisors, or marshals, as the case may be, when 
any collector shall have'failed to .transmit to them, or any of them, the 
transcripts of the lists of lands sold for non-payment of the tax, as 
required by the first section of this act, to file with the clerk of the said 
district court the receipts given by such collector, either for the purchase 
money of lands or lots, thus sold, to the purchasers, or for the redemption 
of the same, to original proprietors which shall have been delivered by 
the purchasers, or original proprietors, as the case may be, of lands, or 
lots, thus sold, to the said supervisors, officers acting as supervisors, or 
marshals, in the manner, and within the time prescribed by this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several marshals, for 
the time being, of the said district courts shall alone have the authority 
in all cases where the time limited by Jaw for the redemption of lands 
sold, shall not have expired before the passing of this act; and they are 
hereby authorized and required to execute deeds for so much of the said 
lands and lots as shall have been sold to satisfy the amount of the direct 
tax, charges and costs due thereon, and which shall not have been 
redeemed by or for the original proprietor, within the time limited by 
law, to the purchasers of such lands or lots, or. their legal representa­
tives: Provided ltowever, and it is further enacted, That no such deed 
shall be executed except for lands or lots contained in the transcripts 
filed with the clerk of the proper district court, in conformity with the 
preceding section, or unless the purchaser of any tract of land or lot, 
sold for non-payment of the tax, shall have filed within three months 
after the passing of this act, or within three months after such sale, with 
the supervisor, officer acting as supervisor or marshal, as the case _m~y 
be, a receipt from the collector for the purchase money, dated w1thn\ 
thirty days subsequent to such sale, and specifying distinctly, the original 
description of the land assessed and the quantity sold : And provided 
also, that no such deed shall, in any case, be executed for any land pur­
chased by or for a collector of the direct tax. and not contained in the 
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transcript filed with the clerk of the district court; nor for any land 
although not returned as redeemed. by the collector, w_hich shall appea; 
by a certificate, or receipt of the said collector, filed with the supervisor, 
or officer acting as supervisor or marshal, as the case may be, before the 
completion of two years after the sale of such land, and filed by such 
officer with the clerk of the court, in confon:ii!y with t~e preceding 
section, to have been redeemed by or for the ongrnal propnetor by pay­
ment of the tax, charges, costs and interest to the said collector previous 
to the time limited by the first section of this act, for the transmission 
of transcripts by the collectors of the direct tax. 

SEc. 6. And be [it] furtlier enacted, That where any lot or tract of 
land icahal!.. have been sold before the passing of this act, for non-payment 
of the direct tax, and for a larger sum than the amount of such tax, 
with the legal charges and costs, the collector of the said tax shall be 
accountable to the purchaser for the excess of money paid by such pur­
chaser beyond the amount of such tax, charges, and costs : and deeds 
shall be executed in favour of such purchasers, only for so much of the 
land as shall bear the same ratio to the whole quantity of land sold, as 
the amount of the tax, charges and costs bear to the sum for which the 
land was sold: and whenever a deed shall be executed for a part only 
of any tract of land, not described previous to the sale, such part shall 
be laid off at the expense of the purchaser, under the direction of the 
district court, and in conformity with the instructions given to the col­
lector, by the supervisor, or officer acting as supervisor, respecting the 
sales of lands sold for non-payment of the direct tax: Provided, that 
hereafter it shall not be lawful for any collector of the said tax, to sell 
more of any lot or tract of land than will pay the amount of such tax, 
with the legal charges and costs. 

SEc. 7. And be it further ena,ctcd, That for the services prescribed 
by this act, the following fees shall be allowed and paid by the parties 
respectively, that is to say: 

To every supervisor for examining the transcripts of land sold, twenty­
five cents: for receiving payment of the tax, charges and costs for which 
any iract of land, or lot, may have been sold in whole, or in part, fifty 
cents; and for filing a certificate or receipt of the collector, deposited 
by the purchaser, or original proprietor, six cents. 

To the marshal of the court, one dollar for preparing and executing 
a deed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1804. 

CHAP, XXI.-.B.n .Bet making appropriations for the support of govcrnment,for 
the year one thousand eig!tt hundred and four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and officers; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for th~ payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers; and for 
satisfying certain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the 
same hereby are respectively appropriated; that is to say : 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, one hundred and ninety­
eight thousand nine hundred and sixty-five dollars . 
. For the expense of firewood, st~tionery, printing, and all other con­

tmgent expenses of both houses, mcluding the expense of printing the 
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President's message of the twenty-third of December, one thousand Specific ap-
eight hundred and two, ~ith the accompanying documents, thirty-two propriations, 
thousand seven hundred aollars. 

For the purchase of books for the use of both houses of Congress, the 
balance of the former appropriation being carried to the credit of the 
surplus fund, two thousand seven hundred and three dollars and five 
cents. 

For furniture for the House of Representatives, being an expense 
incurred in the year one thousand eight hundred and three, twelve hun­
dred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em­
ployed in that department, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, 
four thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For printing and dii.tributing copies of the laws of the first session of 
the eighth Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, eight thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per­
sons employed in his office, including those engaged on the business 
belonging to the late office of the commissioner of the revenue, fourteen 
thousand and ninety-two dollars and eighty-seven cents. 

For expenses of translating foreign languages, allowance to the per­
son employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, 
stationery and printing, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per­
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy­
seven dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of preparing new certificates of registry for 1803, eh. 18. 
ships and vessels, in conformity with the law of the second of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, four thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in, his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars 
and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the office of the auditor of the treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty­
five cents. 

For the expense of stationery, printing, and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, (including books for the public 
stock and for the arrangement of the marine papers) two thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For the expense of printing and transmitting the certificates of the 
six per cent. stock, created by virtue of the act of the tenth of Novem­
ber, one thousand eight hundred and three, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink-
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. . 

For compensation of the clerks employed for the purpose of makmg 
drafts of the several surveys of land in the territory of the United States, 

VoL. TI.-34 Z 
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northwest of the river Ohio, and in keeping the books of the treasury, 
in relation to the sales of lands at the several land-offices, two thousand 
dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defrayin" the expenses incident to the stating and printing the 
public account; for the year one thousand eight hundred and four, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For purchasing books, maps, and charts, for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employed to secure the build­
ings and records of the treasury, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and four, including the expense of two watchmen, and for the 
repair of two fire engines, and other incidental expenses, one thousand 
one hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks, and persons em­
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses of the office of the Secretary of War, including certain con­
tingent expenses incurred in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
one, one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars and two cents. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per­

sons employed in his office, including a sum of twelve hundred dollars 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety­
nine, and for expense of stationery, store rent and fuel for the said office, 
four thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For extra expenses incurred by the removal of the office of purveyor 
of public supplies from Philadelphia to Germantown, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three, two hundred and three dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks .and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand one hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the na_vy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand one hundred 
dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed 
by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster­
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
including a sum of four thousand five hundred and ninety-five dollars, 
for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety­
nine, thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For expense of fuel, candles, house rent for the messenger, stationery, 
chests, &c., exclusive of expenses of prosecution, portmanteaus, mail 
locks, and other expenses incident to the department; these being paid 
for by the Postmaster-General out of the funds of the office, two thou­
sand dollars. 
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For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand three Speeific ap. 
hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirteen cents. propriations. 

For compensation to the clerks of the several commissioners of loans 
and an allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire and t~ 
defray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, thirte~n thou­
sand dollars. 

For extra expenses occasioned by the removal of the loan office bf 
Pennsylvania to Germantown, during the summer of one thousand eight 
hundred and three, three hundred and forty-nine dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis­
sioner of loans of the state of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the 
removal of the offices of the treasury department, in the year one thou­
sand eight hundred, to the permanent seat of government, two thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general, and the clerks employed 
by him, and for expense of stationery and other contingencies of the 
surveyor-general's office, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of the state of 
Tennessee, clerks employed in his office, stationery, and other contin­
gencies, two thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint:­
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two, at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt­

ing, coining, carpenters, millwrights and smiths' work, including the 
sum of eight hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant coiner 
and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron work, six 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar 
iron, lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mini, two 
thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis­
sippi territory, including a sum of eighty-two dollars, for the compensa­
tion of one of the judges, which has been carried to the credit of the 
surplus fund, five thousand two hundred and thirty-two dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and 
which are of a nature, according to the usage thereof, to require pay­
ment in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For additional compeni;ation to the clerks of the several departments 1799, ch. 40. 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not exceed-
ing for each department, respectively, fifteen per centum, in addition to 
the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty-five 
dollars. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associate judges 
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and district judges of the United States, including the chief justice and 
two associate judges of the district of Columbia, and to the attorney. 
general, and including also one thousand dollars for the compensation 
of the district judge of Ohio, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and three, fifty-four thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, Ohio, east and west Tennessee, one 
thousand four hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties; and likewise, for defraying the expenses of prosecution for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For the payment of an annuity granted to the children of the late 
Colonel John Harding and Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of Con­
gress, passed the fourteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred, 
six hundred. dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners 
of the United States, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hun­
dred and four, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
five, ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and certain con­
tingent expenses, fifty-five thousand nine hundred and fifty-one dollars 
and thirty-three cents. 

For the erection of a lighthouse on New Point Comfort, five thousand 
dollars; being the amount of a former appropriation carried to the credit 
of the surplus fund. 

For the payment of balances due on the contracts for erecting the 
lighthouses on Old Point Comfort, and Smith's Point, and for the 
inspection of the work, the balance of the former appropriations being 
carried to the credit of the surplus fund, two thousand dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Gull's Island, in the sound between Long 
Island and the Main, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for 
that purpose, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the purchase or erection of 
certain warehouses and wharves, under the act respecting quarantine 
and health laws, in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for that 
purpose, five thousand dollars: and so much of the sums received on 
account _of storage for merchandise deposited in the public warehouses 
under said act, as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the erec­
tion and repairs of the warehouses, and to carry the said act into effect. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the valuation of lands and 
11ouses, and enumeration of slaves within the United States, as directed 
by the act of the ninth of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety­
eight; the balance of former appropriations having been carried to the 
credit of the surplus fund, three thousand dollars. 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the act of the third of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, in relation to the lands south of 
the state of Tennessee, in addition to the sum therein appropriated, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, accord-
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ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand Specific ap-
dollars. propriations. 

For furniture for the President's house, being the balance of a former 
appropriation, carried to the credit .of the surplus fund, one hundred and 
forty-five dollars and seventeen cents. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations including the com­
pensation of the consuls at the several Barbary powe;s, forty-six thousand 
five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the other expenses of the intercourse between the United States 
and Algiers, and other Barbary powers, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For carrying into effect the treaty between the United States and the 
king of Spain, the balance of former appropriations having been carried 
to the credit of the surplus fund, thirty-two thousand seven hundred and 
forty-seven dollars and thirty-six cents. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For salaries of the agents in Paris and Madrid, for prosecuting claims 
in relation to captures, three thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For satisfying a balance due to John Habersham, late agent for supply­
ing the troops in Georgia, nine thousand and fifty-five dollars and seven­
teen cents. 

For the relief of sick or disabled American seamen at New Orleans, 
in addition to the appropriations heretofore made for that purpose, one 
thousand dollars. 

For discharging such sums as may, on settlement of their accounts, by 
the accounting officers of the treasury, be found due to persons whose 
property was taken for the use of the militia employed on the expedition 
to suppress the former insurrection in the western counties of Pennsyl­
vania, one thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum which shall be found 
due on a settlement of the accounts of the militia who served on an 
expedition commanded by Major Thomas Johnson, against the Indians, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, be paid out of 
any monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated; the appropria­
tion made by the act of the thirteenth of May, one thousand eight hun-
dred, having been carried to the credit of the surplus fund. 

APPROVED, March 14, 1804. 

CHAP. XXII.-An .!let declaring the assent of Congres.9 to an act of the General 
.llssembly of Virgin·ia, /herein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the assent of Congr~ss 
is hereby given and declared to an act of the general assembly of V IT­

ginia, intituled "An act for improving_ the navigation of J!mes river," 
which act was passed on the twenty-third day of January, m the year 
one thousand eight hundred and four. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 
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CHAP. XXIII.-.dn Jlct to revive and continue in force, an act inlituled "Jln act 
for the relief ef the refugees from the Britislt Provinces ef Canada and Nova 
Scotia," 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and 1£ouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, T~a_t the ac_t, intituled "An 
act for the relief of the refugees from the Bnt1sh provmces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia," approved on the seventh of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, shall be, and the same is hereby revived and 
continued in force for the term of two years from the passage of this act, 
and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.Hn Jlct making an appropriation for carry-ing into effect iht 
convention concluded between the United States and the King ef Spain, on the 
eleventh day ef JJ.ugust, one tlwusand eight hundred and two. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatives ef tl1e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of defray­
ing the expense which may arise in carrying into effect the convention 
concluded betwee·n the United States and the king of Spain, on the 
eleventh day of August, one thousand eight hundred and two, the fol­
lowing sums, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not other­
wise appropriated, be, and the same hereby are appropriated, that is to 
say: 

For the salaries of the commissioners, including half the compensa­
tion of the fifth commissioner, half the expenses of the board, and the 
contingent expenses of the commissioners of the United States, twelve 
thousand seven hundred and sixty dollars: Provided, that the compen­
sation to be allowed to any of the commissioners, who may be appointed 
in pursuance of the said convention, shall not exceed the rate of four 
thousand four hundred and forty-four dollars per annum. 

For the salary of an agent, whom the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to appoint, for the purpose of supporting the claims 
of citizens of the United States, before the board of commissioners, and 
to whom a compensation, not exceeding the rate of three thousand dol­
lars per annum, may be allowed, three thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to make the appointment of the 
said commissioners and agent, during the recess of the Senate, and to 
grant to the persons thus appointed, commissions which shall remain in 
force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

SF.c. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect and 
be in force, from and after the day when the exchange of ratifications 
of the said convention shall be made. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 

March 16, 1804. CHAP. XXV.--Jln .!let to provide for Lighthou.,es and buoys in the cases therein 
mentioned. 

When a suf­
ficient quantity 
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Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as the proprietor 
of the south end or point of St. Simon's island in the state of Georgia, 
shall convey, by good and sufficient titles, unto the United States, so 
mu.ch land on the south end of the said island, as the President of the 
United States shall deem sufficient and most proper for the site and 
accommodation of a lighthouse; and the jurisdiction of the ]and, so to 
be conveyed, shall have been ceded to the United States, by the state of 
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Georgia, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to provide 
by contract, which shall be approved by the President of the United 
States, for building a lighthouse thereon, and for furnishing the same 
with all necessary supplies, and also to agree for the salaries or wages 
of the person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the 
superintendence and care of the same. And the President is hereby 
authorized to make the said appointments. 

SEc. 2. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea­
sury under the direction of the President, be authorized and required to 
cause to be placed a buoy or buoys at such place or places on or near 
the bar of St. Simon's, as may conduce to the safe pilotage of vessels to 
and from the ports of Brunswick and Frederica. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be rebuilt, in such manner as he 
may deem expedient, the lighthouse at Clark's point within the town of 
New Bedford, in the state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea­
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized and required to cause a suf­
ficient lighthouse to be erected on Fivemile point, so called, near the 
entrance of the harbor of New Haven, in the state of Connecticut, and 
to appoint a keeper, and otherwise provide for such lighthouse at the 
expense of the United States: Provided, that sufficient land for the 
accommodation of such lighthouse, can be obtained at a reasonable 
price, and the legislature of Connecticut shall cede the jurisdiction over 
the same to the United States. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated for 
the purpose of defraying the charges and expenses to be incurred in 
executing the two first sections of this act, the sum of seven thousand 
dollars ;-for rebuilding the lighthouse as aforesaid at Clark's point, a 
sum not exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars; and for the 
erection of a lighthouse at the Fivemile point aforesaid, a sum not ex­
ceeding two thousand five hundred dollars; which sums shall be paid 
out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 16, 1804. 

CHAP, XXVI.-An .!let granting f ui-ther time for locating m.ib'lary land warrants, 
and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and lfouse of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act intituled "An 
act in addition to an . act, intituled An act in addition to an act regu­
lating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the 
society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the 
heathen," approved the twenty-sixth day of April, eighteen hundred 
and two, be, and the same is hereby revived and continued in force, 
until the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and five: Pro­
vided, liowever, that the holders or proprietors of warriints or registered 
certificates, shall and may locate the same, only on any unlocated parts 
of the fifty quarter townships, and the fractional quarter townships, 
which had been reserved for original holders, by virtue of the fifth sec­
tion of an act, intituled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act 
regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for 
the society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among 
the heathen:" And provided also, that no holder or proprietor of war­
rants or registered certificates, shall be permitted to locate the same by 
virtue of this act, unless the Secretary of War shall have made an en­
dorsement on such warrant or registered certificate, certifying that no 

(a) See notes to vol. i. 464, and act of March 23, 1801, YOl. 2. 274, 
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STATUTE I. 

March 19, 1804. 
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EIGHTH CONGRESS. SJ:ss. I. CH. 27, 28. 1804, 

warrant has been issued for the same claim to military bounty land, and 
by virtue of the second section of the act, intituled "An act to revive 
and continue in force an act in addition to an act intituled An act in 
addition to an act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military 
services, and for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the 
gospel among the heathen, and for other purposes," approved the third 
day of March, eighteen hundred and three. 

APPROVED, March-19, 1804. 

CHAP, XXVII,-.Rn .IJct providing for the e:rpenses ,f the Cfril Government cf 
Louisiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the monies which 
have been, or which shall be received by any officer of the United 
States, on account of duties or taxes within the territories ceded by the 
French Republic to the United States, by the treaty of the thirtieth of 
April, eighteen hundred and three, shall be paid into the treasury, and 
accounted for in the same manner as other public monies. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlicr enacted, That for the purpose of making 
a reasonable compensation to the person or persons, in whom the powers 
of civil government, heretofore exercised by the officers of the said ter­
ritories under the Spanish and French governments, have been vested 
by the President of the United States, and also for defraying the other 
civil expenses of the said territories, from the time when possession of 
the same was obtained by the United States, to the time when a form 
of government shall, under the authority of Congress, be established 
therein, a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be expended 
under the direction of the President of the United States, an<l to be 
accounted for as other public monies, shall be, and the same hereby is 
appropriated, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1804. 

CHAP, XXVllI.-An .IJct for the relief of the sufferers by fire, i11 the tow11 cf 
Norfolk. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons who, being 
indebted to the United States for duties on merchandise, have aiven 
bond therefor with one or more sureties, payable to the collector f<{r the 
district of Norfolk and Portsmouth, and who have suffered a loss of pro­
perty by the late conflagration at the town of Norfolk, shall be, and they 
hereby are allowed to take up, or have cancelled, all bonds heretofore 
given for duties as aforesaid, upon giving to the collector new bonds, 
with one or more sureties to the satisfaction of the said collector, for the 
sums of their former bonds respectively, payable in twelve months from 
and after the day of payment specified in the bonds to be taken up or 
cancelled, as aforesaid; and the said collector is hereby authorized and 
directed to give up or cancel all such bonds, upon the receipt of others, 
as described in this act; which last-mentioned bonds shall be proceeded 
with in all respects, like other bonds which are taken by collectors for 
duties due to the United States: Provided, howevei·, that nothing in this 
act contained shall extend to bonds which had fallen due before the 
nineteenth day of February last. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1804. 
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STATUTE I. 
CHAP. X~I:'(,-;.h'.n Jl~t making ~n appropriation for rlefraying the expense., in- March 19, 1804. 

cui-red ,n rnqttzrwg into the ([fficial conduct ef Samuel Cltase, and Richard Peters, 
and in condttcling the impeachment against John Pickering. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House qf Representatives oftlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That ihe sum of two thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the payment of 
such expenses as may have been or hereafter may be incurred in prosecu­
ting the inquiry into the official conduct of Samuel Chase, and Richard 
Peters, and in conducting the impeachment against John Pickering. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to every witness summoned 
to attend the Senate in support of the said impeachment, there shall be 
allowed for every day's attendance, the sum of three dollars, and at the 
rate of twelve and a half cents per mile, in coming from and returning 
to his place of abode, for travelling expenses. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That any other expense certified 
by the chairman of any committee appointed to conduct the said inquiry 
or impeachment, to have been authorized by him, shall also be allowed 
and paid. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1804. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XXXI.-.lln .!lei altering the sessions ef the District Courts ef the United March 23, 1804. 
States for the districts tf Virginia, Rhode Island, and for the district ef 1Vest 
Tennessee. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assenibled, That the sessions of the dis­
trict court for the district of Virginia, directed by litw to be held in the 
town of Norfolk, shall be hereafter held and commence on the fifteenth 
day of June, and on the fifteenth day of December, in every year; and 
that the sessions of the said court, directed by law to be held in the city 
of Richmond, shall be held and commence on the nineteenth day of 
May, and on the nineteenth day of November, in every year.(a) 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when either of the said days 
shall happen to be a Sunday, the sessions of the said court shall com­
mence on the following day. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all writs and process which 
have been issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and 
other pleadings which have been continued, to the said district court, 
directed by law to be holden in Norfolk, on the third Tuesday in March 
next, shall be returned and held continued to the fifteenth day of June 
next; and in like manner, all writs and process which [have] been 
issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and other pro­
ceedings which have been continued to the said district court, directed 
by law to b_e holden in the city of Richmond, on the third Tuesday in 
June next, shall be returned, and held continued to the nineteenth day 
of May next. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, the session of the district court for the district of Rhode 
Island, shall commence at Newport, on the second Tuesday in May, 
and third Tuesday in October; at Providence, the first Tuesday in 
August, and the first Tuesday in February, annually; any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and pro­
ceedings, of what nature or kind soever, pending in, or made returnable 
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(a) By the act of March 24, 1819, the sessions of the court are to be held at Richmond on the 1st <!ay 
of April, and the 15th day of October, and at Norfolk on the 1st day of May, and the !st day of No­
vember. 

VoL, U.-35 
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to said court, shall, after the said first day of April next, be continued 
over until the n.ext court to be held in conformity to this act. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sessions of the district 
court for the district of West Tennessee, directed by law to be held in 
the town of Nash ville, shall be hereafter held and commence on the 
Thursday next succeeding the fourth Mondays of May and November, 
in every year; and that all writs and process which have been issued, 
and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and other proceedings 
which have been continued to the said district court, directed by law to 
be held at Nashville, on the fourth Monday of May next, shall be 
returned and held continued to the Thursday next succeeding said 
fourth Monday. 

APPROVED, March 23, 1804. 

CHAP, XXXII.-An Act supplementary to the act, intituled ".8n act to incorporate 
·11,e subscribers to t!te Bank of the United States.'' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the president and direct• 
ors of the Bank of the United States shall be, and they are herehy author­
ized to establish offices of discount and deposit in any part of the territories 
or dependencies of the United States, in the manner, and on the terms 
prescribed by the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVED, March 23, 1804. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-Jln .Bet to ascertain the bomzdar.1/ nf the lands resrrved by the 
state of Virginia, northwest rf the river Oldo, for the satisjaction '!/ her 11ficers 
and soldiers on continental establishment, and to limit the period for locating the 
said lands.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives qf the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the line run under the 
direction of the surveyor-general of the United States, from the source 
of the Little Miami, towards the source of the Scioto, and which binds 
on the east, the surveys of the lands of the United States, shall, together 
with its course continued to the Scioto river, be considered and held as 
the westerly boundary line, north of the source of the Little Miami, of 
the territory reserved by the state of Virginia, between the Little Miami 
and Scioto rivers, for the use of the officers and soldiers of the conti­
nental line of that state: Provided, that the state of Virginia shall, 
within two years after the passing of this act, recognize such line as 
the boundary of the said territory. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the officers and soldiers, 
or their legal representatives who are entitled to bounty lands within the 
above-mentioned reserved territory, shall complete their locations within 
three years after the passing of this act, and every such officer and soldier, 
or his legal representative, whose bounty land has or shall have been 
located within that part of the said territory, to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, shall make return of his or their surveys to the 
secretary of the department of war, within five years after the passing 
of this act, and shall also exhibit and file with the said secretary, and 
within the same time, the original warrant or warrants under which he 
claims, or a certified copy thereof, under the seal of the office where the 

(a) Act of M:trch 2, 1807, chap. 21; act of April 30, 1810, chap. 35; act of April 1 I, 1818, chap. 43; 
act of April 18, 1818, chap. 62; act of February 24, 1819, chap. 40; act of April 20, 1822, chap. 29; 
act of March 3, 1823, chap. 38; act of May 18, 1824, chap. 88; act of M:ty 4, 1826, chap. 34; act of 
March 2, 1827, chap. 35; act of May 23, 1828, chap. 71; act of February 25, 1831, chap. 34; act of 
July 3, 1832, chap. 163; net of July 24, 1832, cbnp. 205; act of January 27, 1835, chap. 6; act of July 
7, 1838, chap. 166; act of RPptemhcr 4, 1841, chap. 16. 
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said warrants are legally kept; which warrant, or certified copy thereof, 
shall be sufficient evidence that the grantee therein named, or the person 
under whom such grantee claims, was originally entitled to such bounty 
land: and every person entitled to said lands and thus applying, shall 
thereupon be entitled to receive a patent in the manner prescribed by 
law. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That such part of the above men­
tioned reserved territory as shall not have been located, and tj:Jose tracts 
of land, within that part of the said territory to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, the surveys whereof shall not have been returned 
to the Secretary of War, within the time and times prescribed by this 
act, shall thenceforth be released from any claim or claims for such 
bounty lands, and shall be disposed of in conformity with the provisions 
of the act, intituled "An act in addition to, and modification of, the 
propositions contained in the act, intitulcd An act to enable the people 
of the eastern division of the territory, northwest of the river Ohio, to 
form a constitution and state government, and for the admission of such 
state into the Union, on an equal footing with the original states, and 
for other purposes." 

APPROVED, March 23, 1804. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-.Rn .!let further to alter and establish certain post roads, and for March 26, 1804. 
other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following post roads 
be discontinued; 

In North Garolina.-From Woodstock to Hyde Courthouse; from 

Post roads 
discontinued. 

North Caroli-

Halifax to Tarborough; and from Tarborough to Louisburg. na. 
In Virginia.-From Lexington, by Amherst Springs, to Cabels­

borough ; from Pendleton Courthouse to Bath Courthouse; and from 
Alexandria to Piscataway, in Maryland. 

In Kentucky.-From Hartford, by Vienna, to Muhlenburg Court­
house. 

In Ohio.-From Zanesville to Marietta, and from Cincinnati to 
Detroit. 

In Maryland.-From Westminster to Taneytown; from Emmitsburg 
to Fairfield, in Pennsylvania; from Elkton to Sassafras; from Bridge­
town to Greenborough, and from Brookville to Taneytown. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Pittsburg to Meedsville. 
In Massacliusetts.-From Worcester to Providence, in Rhode Island. 
In Vermont.-From Newbury, by Barry, to Montpelier. 
In New York.-From the town of Chester, in Washington county, to 

Plattsburg. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following post roads be 

established, to wit: 

Virginia. 

Kentucky. 

Ohio. 

Maryland. 

Pennsylvania. 
Massachu­

setts. 
Vermont. 
New York. 

Post roads es. 
tablished. 

ln Georgia.-From Athens to W alkinsville. Georgia. 
In South Garolina.-From Orangeburg, by Barnwell Courthouse, South Caroli-

Tredways, and Town creek mills to Campbetton; from Statesburg to na. 

Columbia. 
In Nortli Garolina.-From Warrenton, by Ransom's bridge and na~orth Caroli. 

Enfield, to Tarborough; and to return, by Nash Courthouse, Sill's store 
and Ransom's bridge, to Warrenton; from Halifax to Enfield; from 
Scotland Neck, by Granbury's Cross-roads, to Windsor; and from 
Newbern to the town of Beaufort; from Raleigh, by Nutall's store, to 
Merritsville. 

(a) Act to regulate the Post-office department. May 1, 1810, chap. 37; act of March 3, 1825, chap. 
64; act of July 2, 1836, chap. 270. Act ofl\farch 3, 1845, chap. 43. 
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In Virginia.-From Fredericksburg, by Falmouth, Elk Run ChurcJ,, 
Fauquier Courthouse and Salem, to Paris; from Clarksburg, hy Bucha­
nan settlement, to Randolph Courthouse; from Lancaster Courthouse 
to Kilmarnock; and from Kanawha Courthouse, by Point Pleasant, to 
Gal]iopolis, in Ohio; from thence to the Scioto Salt Spring5; and 
from Prince Edward Courthouse, by Lester's store, Wheeler's Springs, 
and Campbell Courthouse, to New London; from Danville, in Virginia, 
to Lenox's castle, in North Carolina; and from Wood Courthouse to 
Marietta. 

In Kentucky.-From Springfield, by Green Courthouse, Adair Court­
house, and Cumberland Courthouse, to Jackson Courthouse, in Ten­
nessee; and from thence to Blackburn Springs; from John Wood's 
near the Hazle patch, to Lincoln Courthouse; from the town of Wash­
ington to Augusta; from Frankfort to Henry Courthouse; that the 
post road from Montgomery Courthouse to Fleming Courthouse, shall 
pass by Slate creek iron works, and the Upper Blue Licks; and that the 
post road from Hartford to Logan Courthouse, shall pass by Muhlenburg 
Courthouse. 

In Tennessee.-From Dixon's Springs, by Lebanon and Rutherford 
Courthouse, to Nash ville; and that the post road from Nash ville to 
Springfield, shall pass by Mansker's lick. 

In Ohio.-From Warren, in the county of Trumbull, by Cleveland, 
to Detroit; from Chilicothe to Alexandria; from Steubenville to New 
Lisbon; from Chilicothe to Franklinton; from Cincinnati, through 
Franklin and Dayton, to Stanton; from thence, through W ainsville and 
Deerfield, to Charleston; from Zanesville, through Tuscorowa, to 
Graden-button ; and that the post road from Georgetown to Canfield, 
shall pass through New Lisbon. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Alexandria, through Hollidaysburg, Beula 
and Armagh, to Greensburg; from Pittsburg, through Butler and Mer­
cer, to Meedsville; from Bedford, by Berlin, to Somerset; from Cham­
bersburg, through Strasburg and Faunetsburg, to Huntingdon. 

In New ,Tcrsey.-From Ringoe's tavern, by Somerset Courthouse, 
Boundbrook, Scotch Plains and Springfield, to Newark; and from 
Rahway, by Scotch Plains, to New Providence. 

In New York.-From Kingston, through Catskill, Loonenburg, and 
Coxsackie, to the city of Albany ; from Lansingburg, through Schagh­
ticoke, Easton, Argyle, and Hartford, to Whitehall; from Owego to 
Aurora; from Unadclla to Cooperstown; from the little falls on the 
Mohawk river, to the academy in Fairfield; from Kingston, by Delhi, 
to the post-office in Meredith; from Walton to Jericho; from the Painted 
post, in the state of New York, to Williamsport, in the state of Penn­
sylvania; the post road from Canandagua to Niagara, shall pass by 
Buffaloe Creek. 

In Connecticut.-From Hartford, through Granby and Granville, to 
Blanford, in Massachusetts; from New Haven, through Hamden, Ches­
hire, and Southington, to Farmington; and from Hartford, through 
Glastenbury and Colchester, to New London. 

In ll'Iassachusetts.-From Shrewsbury, through Holden, Rutland, 
Oakham, Hardwick, Greenwich, Pelham and Amherst, to Northampton. 

In .L}faine.-From Brunswick, by Litchfield and Hallowell, to Augusta; 
from Wiscassett t_o Boothbay_; and from Fryburgh, through Conway, the 
notch of the White Mountam, Jefferson, Lancaster, to Guildhall Court­
house, in V errnont. 

In New Hampsliire,-From Haverhill in Massachusetts, to pass 
through Salemi to Windham in New Hampshire; from Alsop to Con­
way; from Salisbury to Plymouth, alternately on each side of Merimack 
river; from Littleton to Guildhall Courthouse, alternately on each side 
o~ C?nnecticut river; from Littleton, through St. Johnsbury and Dan­
ville m Vermont, to St. Alban's on Lake Champlain. 
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In Louisiana.-From Massac, on the Ohio river, to Cape Girardeau, 
in Louisiana; from thence to New Madrid; from the said Cape Girar­
deau, by St. Geneveive to Kaskaskias, in the Indiana territory; and 
from Cahokia to St. Louis, in Louisiana; from Natchez to Tombigby; 
and from Natchez to New Orleans. 

SEc. 3. And be it .fartltcr enacted, That all letters, returns, and other 
papers on public service, sent by the mail to or from the offices of 
inspector and paymaster of the army, shall be received and conveyed 
free of postage. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That whenever it shall be made 
to appear to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-General, that any road 
established by this or any former act, as a post road, is obstructed by 
fences, gates, or bars, other than those lawfully used on turnpike roads, 
to collect their toll, and not kept in good repair with proper bridges and 
ferries, where the same may be necessary, it shall be the duty of the 
Postmaster-General to report the same to Congress, with such informa­
tion as can be obtained, to enable Congress to establish some other road 
instead of it in the same main direction. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall not be so con­
strued as to affect any existing contract for carrying the mail. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XXXV.-.Bn.Bct making provision fnr the disposal of the public lands in 
the Indiana territory, and for other purposes.(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House qf Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the powers vested by law 
in the surveyor-general, shall extend over all the public lands of the 
United States to which the Indian title has been or shall hereafter be 
extinguished, north of the river Ohio, and east of the river Mississippi; 
and it shall be the duty of the said surveyor-general to cause the said 
lands to be surveyed into townships, six miles square, and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations, and to do and perform all 
such other acts in relation t<;> the said lands, as is provided by law in 
relation to the lands of the United States, situate northwest of the river 
Ohio and above the mouth of Kentucky river: Provided, that the whole 
expense of surveying and marking the lines shall not exceed three dol­
lars for every mile that shall be actually run, surveyed and marked: 
And provided also, that such tracts of land as are lawfully claimed by 
individuals within the said boundaries, and the title whereto has been 
or shall be recognized by the United States, shall be laid out and sur­
veyed at the expense of the parties respectively, in conformity with the 
true boundaries of such tracts. And it sh.all also be the duty of the said 
surveyor-general to cause to be run, surveyed and marked such of the 
Indian boundary lines of the said lands, as have not yet been surveyed; 
and with the approbation of the President of the United States to ascertain 
by astronomical observations the positions of such places north of the 
river Ohio and east of the river Mississippi, as may be deemed necessary 
for the correctness of the surveys, and to be the most important points 
of the geography of the country. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, north of the river Ohio and east of the river Mis­
sissippi, in the Indiana territory, three land-offices shall be established 
in the same, one at Detroit for the lands lying north of the state of Ohio 
to which the Indian title has been extinguished; one at Vincennes for 
the lands to which the Indian title has been extinguished, and which 
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(a) See notes to. act of March 23, 1804, chap. 33; an act grantin~ lands _to the inhabitants and settlers 
at Vincennes, and the Illinois country, &c., March 3, 1791, chap. 27, Yo!. 1. 221. 
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are included within the boundaries fixed by the treaty lately held with 
the Indian tribes of the Wabash ; and one at Kaskaskia, for so much of 
the lands included within the boundaries fixed by the treaty of the thir­
teenth of August, one thousand eight hundred and three, with the Kaskas­
kia tribe of Indians, as is not claimed by any other Indian tribe: and for 
each of the said offices a register and a receiver of public monies shall be 
appointed, who shall give security in the same manner, in the same sums, 
and whose compens[!tion, emoluments and duties, and authority, shall, 
in every respect, be the same in relation to the lands which shall be 
disposed of at their offices, as are or may be by law provided, in relation 
to the registers and the receivers of public monies in the several offices 
established for the disposal of the lands of the United States north of the 
river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky rirer. 

81cc. 3. And be it further cnact1;d, That every person claiming lands 
within any of the three tracts of land described in the preceding section, 
by virtue of any legal grant made by the French government, prior to 
the treaty of P_aris, of the tenth of February, one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-three, or of any legal grant made by the British government, 
subsequent to the said treaty, and prior to the treaty of peace between 
the United States and Great Britain, of the third of September, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, or of any resolution, or act 
of Congress, subsequent to the said treaty of peace, shall, on or before 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and five, deliver to 
the register of the land-office, within whose district the land may lie, a 
notice in writing, stating the nature and extent of his claims, together 
with a plot of the tract or tracts claimed, and may also, on or before that 
day, deliver to the said register, for the purpose of being recorded, every 
grant, order of survey, deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of 
his claim; and the same shall be recorded by the said register, in books 
to be kept for that purpose, on receiving from the parties at the rate of 
twelve and a half cents, for everv hundred words contained in such 
written evidence of their claim; a~d if such person shall neglect to deli­
ver such notice, in writing, of his claim, or to cause to be recorded such 
written evidence of the same, all his right, so far as the same is derived 
from any resolution or act of Congress, shall become mid, and for ever 
be barred. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlirr enacted, That the register, and receiver 
of public monies, of the three above mentioned land-offices, shall, for 
the lands respectively lying within their districts, be commissioners for 
the purpose of examining the claims of persons claiming lands by virtue 
of the preceding sections. Each of the said commissioners shall, pre­
vious to entering on the duties of his appointment, respectively, take 
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, before some person 
qualified to administer the same: "I, do solemnly swear, ( or 
affirm,) that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties imposed 
upon me, as commissioner for examining the claims to land, by an act 
of Congress, intitulcd An act making provision for the disposal of the 
public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other purposes." 

It shall be the duty of the said commissioners to meet at the places 
where the said lancl-otlices are by this act established, respectively, on 
or before the first <lay of January, one thousand eight hundred and five; 
and each board shall, in their respective districts, have power to hear in 
a summary manner all matters respecting such claims; also to compel 
the attendance of witnesses, to administer oaths, and examine witnesses, 
and such other testimony as may be adduced, and to decide thereon 
according to justice and equity, which decision shall be laid before 
Congress in the manner herein after directed, and be subject to their 
decision thereon. The said boards, respectively, shall have power to 
appoint a clerk, whose duty it shall be to enter in a book to be kept for 
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that purpose, full and correct minutes of their proceedings and decisions, 
together with the evidence on which such decisions are made; which 
books and papers, on the dissolution of the boards, shall be deposited 
in the respective offices of the registers of the land-offices; and the said 
clerk shall prepare two transcripts of all the decisions made by the said 
commissioners in favour of the claimants to land, both of which shall 
be signed by the said commissioners, and one of which shall be trans­
mitted to the surveyor-general, and the other to the Secretary of the 
Treasury; anrl the lands, the claims to which shall have been thus 
affirmed by the commissioners, shall not be otherwise disposed of, until 
the decision of Congress thereupon shall have been made. It shall like­
wise be the duty of the said commissioners to make to the Secretary of 
the Treasury a full report of all the claims filed with the register of the 
proper land-office, as above directed, which they may have rejected, 
together with the substance of the evidence adduced in support thereof, 
and snch remarks thereon as they may think proper: which reports, 
together with the transcripts of the decisions of the commissioners in 
favour of claimants, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury be­
fore Congress at their next ensuing session. Each of the commissioners 
and clerks aforesaid, shall be allowed a compensation of five hundred 
dollars in full for his services as such; and each of the said clerks shall, 
previous to his entering on the duties of his office, take and subscribe 
the following oath or affirmation, to wit: "I, do solemnly 
swear, (or affirm,) that I will truly and faithfully discharge the duties of 
a clerk to the board of commissioners for examining the claims to land, 
as enjoined by an act of Congress, intituled An act making provision 
for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other 
purposes." 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the lands aforesaid, not 
excepted by virtue of the preceding section, shall, with the exception 
of the section "number sixteen," which shall be reserved in each town­
ship for the support of schools within the same, with the exception also 
of an entire township in each of the three above-described tracts of 
country or districts, to be located by the Secretary of the Treasury, for 
the use of a seminary of learning, and with the exception also of the 
salt springs and lands reserved for the use of the same as herein after 
directed, be offered for sale to the highest bidder, under the direction 
of the surveyor-general, or governor of the Indiana territory, of the 
register of the land-office, and of the receiver of public monies, at the 
places respectively, where the land-offices are kept, and on such day or 
days as shall, by a public proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose. The sales shall remain open at 
each place for three weeks and no longer: the lands shall not be sold 
for less than two dollars an acre, and shall in every other respect, be 
sold in tracts of the same size and on the same terms and conditions as 
have been or may be by law provided for the lands sold north of the 
river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. All lands, other 
than the reserved sections and those excepted as above mentioned, re­
maining unsold at the closing of the public sales, may be disposed of 
at private sale, by the registers of the respective land-offices, in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, for the same price, and on the 
same terms and conditions, as are or may be provided by law for the 
sale of the lands of the United States north of the river Ohio, and above 
the mouth of Kentucky river. And patents shall be obtained for all 
lands granted or sold in the Indiana territory, in the same manner and 
on the same terms as is or may be provided by law for lands sold in the 
state of Ohio, and in the Mississippi territory. 

SEc. 6. Ancl be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers, 
creeks and water~, within the Indiana territory, shall be deemed to be 
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and remain public highways;(a) and the several salt springs in the said 
territory, together with as many contiguous ~ections to each, as shall be 
deemed necessary by the President of the Umted States, shall be reserved 
for the future disposal of the United States: and any grant which may 
hereafter be made for a tract of land, containing a salt spring which had 
been discovered previous to the purchase of such tract from the United 
States, shall be considered as fraudulent and nuII. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the several _rrovisions made 
in favour of persons who have contracted for lands with John Cleves 
Symmes and his associates, by an act intituled "An act to extend and 
continue in force the provisions of an act intituled An act giving a 
right of pre-emption to certain persons, who have contracted with John 
Cleves Symmes or his associates, for lands lying between the Miami 
rivers in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and for other purposes," 
shall be and the same are hereby continued in force until the first day 
of June next: Provided, that the register of the land-office and receiver 
of public monies at Cincinnati shaII perform the same duties, exercise 
the same powers, and enjoy the same emoluments, which by the last­
recited act were enjoined on or vested in the commissioners desig­
nated by the said act: And provided also, that no certificate for a right 
of pre-emption shall be granted, except in favour of persons who had, 
before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred, made con­
tracts in writing with John Cleves Symmes or with any of his associates, 
and who had made to him or them any payment or payments of money 
for the purchase of such lands; nor unless at least one twentieth part of 
the purchase money of the land claimed, shaII have previously been paid 
to the receiver of public monies, or shall be paid prior to the first day 
of January next. And every person who shall obtain a certificate of 
pre-emption, shall be allowed until the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, to complete the payment of his first instalment: 
And provided also, that where any person or persons shall, in virtue of 
a contract entered into with John Cleves Symmes, have entered and 
made improvements on any section or half section prior to the first day 
of April last (having conformed with all the foregoing provisions in this 
section), which improvements by the running of the lines subsequently 
thereto shall have fallen within any section, or half section other than 
the one purchased as aforesaid, and other than section number sixteen, 
such section or half section shall in that case be granted to the person or 
persons who shall have so entered, improved and cultivated the same, on 
payment of the purchase money agreeably to the provisions made by 
law for lands sold at private sale; but nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to give to any such person or persons a greater number of 
acres than he or they had contracted for, with John Cleves Symmes as 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every person who may have 
heretofore obtained from the commissioners, a certificate of a right of 
pre-emption for lands lying between the two Miami rivers, on account 
of contracts with, or purchase from John Cleves Symmes or his asso­
ciates, and who has paid his first instalment; and every person, who 
may obtain a similar certificate by virtue of the preceding section, and 
shall, on or before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and six, pay his first instalment, be permitted to pay the residue of the 
purchase money in six annual equal payments. 

SEc. 9. And be it .further enacted, That fractional sections of the 
public lands of the United States, either north of the river Ohio, or south 
of the state of Tennessee, shall, under the directions of the Secretary 
pf the Treasury, be either sold singly, or by uniting two or more together; 

(a) See act of May 18, 1796, chap. 29, vol. i. p. 464. 
Act of June 1, 1796, ~hnp. 46, vol. i. p. 490. 
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any act to the contrary, notwithstanding: Provided, that no fractional 
sections shall be sold in that manner until after they shall have been 
offered for sale to the highest bidder, in the manner herein after directed. 

SEc. IO. And be it f m·ther enacted, That all the public lands of the 
United States, the sale of which is authorized by law, may, after they 
shall have been offered for sale to the highest bidder in quarter sections 
as herein after directed, be purchased at the option of the purchaser'. 
either in entire sections, in half sections, or in quarter sections; in 
which two last cases the sections shall be divided into half sections 
by lines running due north and south, and the half sections shall be di­
vided into quarter sections by lines running due east and west. And 
in every instance in which a subdivision of the lands of the United 
States, as surveyed in conformity with law, shall be necessary to ascer­
tain the boundaries or true contents of the tract purchased, the same 
shall be done at the expense of the purchaser. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That no interest shall be charged 
on any instalment which may hereafter become due, in payment for any 
of the public lands of the United States, wherever situated, and which 
have been sold in pursuance of the act, intituled "An act to amend the 
act intituled An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United 
States, in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river," or which may hereafter be sold by virtue of that, or 
of any other act of Congress: Provided, that such instalments shall 
be paid on the day on which the same shall become due; but the inter­
est shall be charged and demanded in conformity with the provisions 
heretofore in force, from the date of the purchase on each instalment 
which shall not be paid on the day on which the same shall become due: 
Prm,idcd however, that on the instalments which are or may become 
<lue before the first day of October next, interest shall not be charged, 
except from the time they became due until paid, but in failure to pay 
the said instalments on the said first day of October, interest shall be 
charged thereon, in conformity with the provisions heretofore in force, 
from the date of the purchase. 

Sv,c. 12. And be it further enacted, That the sections which have 
been heretofore reserved, and are by this act directed to be sold, also, 
the fractional sections, classed as is by the ninth section of this act direct­
ed, and all the other lands of the United States, north of the Ohio, and 
above the mouth of Kentucky river, shall be offered for sale in quar­
ter sections, to the highest bidder, under the directions of the register of 
the land-office, and of the receiver of public monies, at the places, re­
spectively, where the land-offices are kept, that is to say; the lands in 
the districts of Chilicothe, on the first Monday of May; the lands in the 
district of Marietta, on the second Monday of May; the lands in the 
district of Zanesville, on the third Monday of May; the lands in the 
district of Steubenville, on the second Monday of June; and the lands 
in the district of Cincinnati, on the first Monday of September. The 
sales shall remain open at each place no longer than three weeks; the 
lands which may be thus sold, shall not be sold for less than two dollars 
per acre, and shall, in every other respect be sold on the same terms and 
conditions, as is provided for the sale of lands sold at private sale. And 
all the other public lands of the United States, either north of the Ohio, 
or south of the state of Tennessee, which are directed to be sold at pub­
lic sale, shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, in quarter sections: 
Provided however, that section number twenty-six of the third town­
ship of the second fractional range, within the grant made by the United 
States to John Cleves Symmes, on which is erected a mill-dam, is hereby 
granted to Joseph Van home, the proprietor of the said dam; and also, 
that section number twenty-nine of the second township of the fourth 
entire range, be granted to James Sutton; and also, that section number 
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twenty-one of the ninth township of the twenty-first range, be granted 
to Christian Van Gundy, on their payment of the purchase money, 
agreeably to the provisions made by law, for lands sold at private sale. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That whenever any of the public 
lands shall have been surveyed in the manner directed by law, they shall 
be divided by the. Secretary of the Treasury into convenient surveying 
districts, and a deputy surveyor shall, with the approbation of the said 
secretary, be appointed by the surveyor-general for each district, who 
shall take an oath or affirmation truly and faithfully to perform the 
duties of his office; and whose duty it shall be to run and mark such 
lines as may be necessary for subdividing the lands surveyed as aforesaid, 
into sections, half sections or quarter sections, as the case may be; to 
ascertain the true contents of such subdivisions; and to record in a 
book to be kept for that purpose, the surveys thus made. The surveyor­
general shall furnish each deputy surveyor with a copy of the plat of the 
townships and fractional parts of townships contained in his district, 
describing the subdivisions thereof, and the marks of the corners. 
Each deputy surveyor shall be entitled to receive from the purchaser of 
any tract of land, of which a line or lines shall have been run and 
marked by him, at the rate of three dollars for every mile thus surveyed 
and marked, before he shall deliver to him a copy of the plat of such 
tract, stating its contents. The fees payable by virtue of former laws 
for surveying expenses shall, after the first day of July next, be no longer 
demandable from, and paid by the purchasers. And no final certificate 
shall thereafter be given by the register of any land-office to the purchaser 
of any tract of land, all the lines of which shall not have l>een run, and 
the contents ascertained by the surveyor-general or his assistants, unless 
such purchaser shall lodge with the said register a plat of such tract, 
certified by the district surveyor. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, each of the registers and receivers of public monies of 
the several land-offices established by law, either north of the river Ohio, 
or south of the state of Tennessee, shall, in addition to the commiS!lion 
heretofore allowed, receive one half per cent. on all the monies paid for 
public lands sold in their respective offices, and an annual salary of five 
hundred dollars, the register and receiver of the land-office at Marietta 
excepted, the annual salary of whom shall be two hundred dollars. And 
from and after the same day the fees payable by virtue of former laws, 
to the registers of the several land-offices, for the entry of lands and for 
certificates of monies paid, shall no longer be demandable from nor paid 
by the purchasers of public lands. And it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause, at least once every year, the books 
of the officers of the land-offices to be examined, and the balance of 
public monies in the hands of the several receivers of public monies of 
the said offices, to be ascertained. 

SEC, 15. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, the fees heretofore payable for patents for lands, shall no 
longer be paid by the purchasers. And it shall be the duty of every 
register of a land-office on application of the party, to transmit, by mail, 
to the register of the treasury, the final certificate granted by such regis­
ter to the purchaser of any tract of land sold at his office: and it shall 
be the duty of the register of the treasury, on receiving any such certi­
ficate, to obtain and transmit, by mail, to the register of the proper land­
office, the patent to which such purchaser is entitled; but, in every such 
instance, the party shall previously pay to the proper deputy postmaster, 
the postage accruing on the transmission of such certificate and patent. 

SEc. 16. And be it fur,ther enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall have full power to appoint and commission the several regis• 
ters and receivers of public monies of the land-offices established by this 
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a.ct, in the recess of Congress; and their commissions shall continue in 
force until the end of the session of Congress next ensuing such ap­
pointment. 

SEc, 17. And be it further enacted, That the several superintendents 
of the public sales directed by this act, shall receive six dollars each, for 
each day's attendance on the said sales. 

SEC, 18. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose 
of carrying this act into effect; which sum shall be paid out of any un­
appropriated monies in the treasury. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP, XXXVI.-.Bn .fl.ct altering the time for the next meeting of Congres3, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That after the expiration of the 
present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the first Mon­
day of November next. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 
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CHAP, XXXVIII.-An .!let erecting Louisiana into two territO'l'ies, and pr<midi11g 
l,, ( 

March 26, 1804. 
fort e temporar'!/ government tkereef. a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that portion of coun­
try ceded by France to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, 
which lies south of the Mississippi territory, and of an east and west line 
to commence on the Mississippi river, at the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude, and to extend west to the western boundary of the said cession, 
shall constitute a territory of the United States, under the name of the 
territory of Orleans; the government whereof shall be organized and 
administered as follows: 

SEc. 2. The executive power shall be vested in a governor, who shall 
reside in the said territory, and hold his office during the term of three 
years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. He 
shall be commander in chief of the militia of the said territory; shall 
have power to grant pardons for offences against the said territory, and 
reprieves for those against the United States, until the decision of the 
President of the United States thereon, shall Le made known; and to 
appoint and commission all officers civil and of the militia, whose ap­
pointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 
established by law. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

SEc. 3. A secretary of the territory shall also be appointed, who shall 
hold his office during the term of four years, unless sooner removed by 
the President of the United States, whose duty it shall be, under the 
direction of the governor, to record and preserve all the papers and pro­
ceedings of the executive, and all the acts of the governor and legislative 
council, and transmit authentic copies of the proceedings of the governor 
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(a) Prior acts relating to Louisiana.-An act to enable the President of the United States to take pos­
session of the territories ceded by France to the United States by the treaty concluded at Paris, on the 
30th of April last, and for the temporary government thereof, Oct. 31, 1803, chap. 1; an act authorizing 
the creation of a stock to the amount of eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the convention of the thirtieth of April, 1803, between the United States 
of America and the French Republic, and making provision for the payment of the same, Nov, 10, 1803, 
chap. 2; an act making provision for the payment of claims of citizens of the United States, on the 
government of France, the payment of which has been assumed by the United States, by virtue of th.e 
convention of the thirtieth of April, 1803, between the United States and the French Republic, November 
10, 1803, chap. 3; an act to repeal an act entitled, "An act to allow a drawback of duties on goods 
exported to New Orleans, and therein to amend the act entitled, An act to regulate the duties on imports 
and tonnage," Nov. 25, 1803, chap. 5. 
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in his executive department, every six months, to the President of the 
United States. In case of the vacancy of the office of governor, the 
government of the said territory shall devolve on the secretary. 

SEc. 4. The legislative powers shall be vested in the governor, and in 
thirteen of the most fit and discreet persons of the territory, to be called 
the legislative council, who shall be appointed annually by the President 
of the United States from among those holding real estate therein, and 
who shall have resided one year at least, in the said territory, and hold 
no office of profit under the territory or the Unite.cl States. The go­
vernor, by and with advice and consent of the said legislative council, 
or of a majority of them, shall have power to alter, modify, or repeal the 
laws which may be in force at the commencement of this act. Their 
legislative powers shall also extend to all the rightful subjects of legis­
lation; but no law shall be valid which is inconsistent with the consti­
tution and laws of the United States, or which shall lay any person 
under restraint, burthen, or disability, on account of his religious opin­
ions, professions or worship; in all which he shall be free to maintain 
his own, and not burthened for those of another. The governor shall 
publish throughout the said territory, all the laws which shall be made, 
and shall from time to time, report the same to the President of the 
United States, to be laid before Congress; which, if disapproved of by 
Congress, shall thenceforth be of no force. The governor or legislative 
council shall have no power over the primary disposal of the soil, nor to 
tax the lands of the United States, nor to interfere with the claims to 
land within the said territory. The governor shall convene and prorogue 
the legislative council, whenever he may deem it expedient. It shall be 
his duty to obtain all the information in his power, in relation to the 
customs, habits, and dispositions of the inhabitants of the said territory, 
and communicate the same from time to time, to the President of the 
United States. 

SEc. 5. The judicial power shall be vested in a superior court, and in 
such inferior courts, and justices of the peace, as the legislature of the 
territory may from time to time establish. The judges of the superior 
court and the justices of the peace, shall hold their offices for the term 
of four years. The superior court shall consist of three judges, any one 
of whom shall constitute a court; they shall have jurisdiction in all crimi­
nal cases, and exclusive jurisdiction in all those which are capital; and 
original and appellate jurisdiction in all civil cases of the value of one 
hundred dollars. Its sessions shall commence on the first Monday of 
every month, and continue till all the business depending before them 
shall be disposed of. They shall appoint their own clerk. In all cri­
minal prosecutions which are capital, the trial shall be by a jury of twelve 
good and lawful men of the vicinage; and in all cases criminal and civil 
in the superior court, the trial shall be by a jury, if either of the parties 
require it. The inhabitants of the said territory shall be entitled to the 
benefits of the writ of habeas corpus; they shall be bailable, unless for 
capital offences where the proof shall be evident, or the presumption 
great; and no cruel and unusual punishments shall be inflicted. 

SEc. 6. The governor, secretary, judges, district attorney, marshal, and 
all general officers of the militia, shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, in the recess of the Senate; but shall be nominated 
at their next meeting for their advice and consent. The governor, secre­
tary, judges, members of the legislative council, justices of the peace, and 
all other officers, civil and of the militia, before they enter upon the duties 
of their respective offices, shall take an oath or affirmation to support the 
constitution of the United States, and for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of their office; the governor, before the President of the United 
States, or before a judge of the supreme or district court of the United 
States, or before such other person as the President of the United States 
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shall authorize to administer the same; the secretary, judges, and mem­
bers of the legislative council, before the governor; and all other officers 
before such persons as the governor shall direct. The governor shall 
receive an annual salary of five thousand dollars; the secretary of two 
thousand dollars; and the judges of two thousand dollars each; to be 
paid quarter yearly out of the revenues of impost and tonnage, accruing 
within the said territory. The members of the legislative council shall 
receive four dollars each per day, during their attendance in council. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enaded, That the following acts, that is to 
say: 

An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States. 

An act, in addition to an act, for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States. 

An act to prevent citizens of the United States from privateering 
against nations in amity with, or against citizens of the United States. 

An act for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified. 
An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from 

service of their masters. 
An act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United 

States to any foreign place or country. 
An act to prevent the importation of certain persons into certain 

states, where by the laws thereof, their admission is prohibited. 
An act to establish the post-office of the United States. 
An. act further to alter and establish certain post roads, and for the 

more secure carriage of the mail of the United States. 
An act for the more general promulgation ·of the laws of the United 

States. 
An act, in addition to an act, imituled an act for the more general 

promulgation of the laws of the United States. 
An act to promote the progress of useful arts, and to repeal the act 

heretofore made for that purpose. 
An act to extend the privilege of obtaining patents for useful disco­

veries and inventions to certain persons therein mentioned, and to 
enlarge and define the penalties for violating the rights of patentees. 

An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of 
maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during the time therein mentioned. 

An act, supplementary to an act, intituled An act for the encourage­
ment of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to 
the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the time therein men­
tioned; and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, 
engraving, and etching historical and other prints. 

An act providing for salvage in cases of recapture. 
An act respecting alien enemies. 
An act to prescribe the mode in which the public acts, records, and 

judicial proceedings in each state shall be authenticated, so as to take 
effect in every other state. , 

An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes. 
An act for continuing in force a law, intituled An act for establishing 

trading houses with the Indian tribes. And 
An act making provision relative to rations for Indians, and to their 

visits to the seat of government, shall extend to, and have full force and 
effect in the above mentioned territories. 

SEc. 8. There shall be established in the said territory a district 
court, to consist of one judge, who shall reside therein, and be called the 
district judge, and who shall hold, in the city of Orleans, four sessions 
annually; the first to commence on the third Monday in October next, 
and the three other sessions, progressively, on the third Monday of every 
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third calendar month thereafter. He shall, in all things, have and exer­
cise the same jurisdiction and powers, which are by law given to or 
may be exercised by the judge of Kentucky district; and shall he allo~ed 
an annnal compensation of two thousand dollars, to be paid quarter 
yearly out of the revenues of impost and tonnage accruing within the 
said territory. He shall appoint a clerk for the said district, who shall 
reside, and keep the records of the court, in the city of Orleans, and 
shall receive for the services performed by him, the same fees to which 
the clerk of Kentucky district is entitled for similar services. 

There shall be appointed in the said district, a person learned in the 
law, to act as attorney for the United States, who shall, in addition to 
his stated fees, be paid six hundred dollars, annually, as a full compen­
sation for all extra services. There shall also be appointed a marshal 
for the said district, who shall perform the same duties, be subject to the 
same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees to which 
marshals in other districts are entitled for similar services; and shall 
moreover be paid two hundred dollars, annually, as a compensation for 
all extra services. 

SEC. 9. All free male white persons, who are housekeepers, and who 
shall have resided one year, at least, in the said territory, shall be qua­
lified to serve as grand or petit jurors, in the courts of the said territory ; 
and they shall, until the legislature thereof shall otherwise direct, be 
selected in such manner as the judges of the said courts, respectively, 
shall prescribe, so as to be most conducive to an impartial trial, and to 
be least burthensome to the inhabitants of the said territory. 

SEc. 10. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to import or 
bring into the said territory, from any port or place without the limits 
of the United States, or cause or procure to be so imported or brought, 
or knowingly to aid or assist in so importing or bringing any slave or 
slaves. And every person so offending, and being thereof convicted 
before any court within said territory, having competent jurisdiction, 
shall forfeit and pay for each and every slave so imported or brought, 
the sum of three hundred dollars; one moiety for the use of the United 
States, and the other moiety for the use of the person or persons who 
shall sue for the same; and every slave so imported or brought, shall 
thereupon become entitled to, and receive his or her freedom. It shall 
not be lawful for any person or persons to import or bring into the said 
territory, from any port or place within the limits of the United States, 
or to cause or procure to be so imported or brought, or knowingly to aid 
or assist in so importing or bringing any sla-ve or slaves, which shall 
have been imported since the first day of May, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, into any port or place within the limits of the 
United States, or which may hereafter be so imported, from any port or 
place without the limits of the United States; and every person so 
offending, and being thereof convicted before any court within said 
territory, having competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every slave so imported or brought, the sum of three hundred 
dollars, one moiety for the use of the United States, and the other 
moiety for the use of the person or persons who shall sue for the 
same; and no slave or slaves shall directly or indirectly be introduced 
into said territory, except by a citizen of the United States, remov­
ing into said territory for actual settlement, and being at the time 
of such removal bona fide owner of such slave or slaves; and every 
slave imported or brought into the said territory, contrary to the pro­
visions of this act, shall thereupon be entitled to, and receive his or 
her freedom. 

SEc. 11. The laws in force in the said territory, at the commencement 
of this act, and not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, shall con­
tinue in force, until altered, modified, or repealed by the legislature. 
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SEC. 12. The residue of the province of Louisiana, ceded to the 
United States, shall be called the district of Louisiana, the government 
whereof shall be organized and administered as follows: 

The executive power now vested in the governor of the Indiana terri­
tory, shall extend to, and be exercised in the said district of Louisiana. 
The governor and judges of the Indiana territory shall have power to 
establish, in the said district of Louisiana, inferior courts, and prescribe 
their jurisdiction and duties, and to make all laws which they may deem 
conducive to the good government of the inhabitants thereof: Provided 
ltowever, that no law shall be valid which is inconsistent with the consti­
tution and laws of the United States, or which shall lay any person 
under restraint or disability on account of his religious opinions, pro­
fession, or worship; in all of which he shall be free to maintain his 
own, and not burthened for those of another: And provided also, that 
in all criminal prosecutions, the trial shall be by a jury of twelve good 
and lawful men of the vicinage, and in all civil cases of the value of one 
hundred dollars, the trial shall be by jury, if either of the parties require 
it. The judges of the Indiana territory, or any two of them, shall hold 
annually two courts within the said district, at such place as will be most 
convenient to the inhabitants thereof in general, shall possess the same 
jurisdiction they now possess in the Indiana territory, and shall continue 
in session until all the business depending beforf them shall be disposed 
of. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the Indiana territory to record 
and preserve all the papers and proceedings of the governor, of an execu­
tive nature, relative to the district of Louisiana, and transmit authentic 
copies thereof every six months to the President of the United States. 
The governor shall publish throughout the said district, all the laws which 
may be made as aforesaid, and shall from time to time report the same 
to the President of the United States, to be laid before Congress, which, 
if disapproved of by Congress, shall thenceforth cease, and be of no 
effect. 

The said district of Louisiana shall be divided into districts by the 
governor, under the direction of the President, as the convenience of 
the settlements shall require, subject to such alterations hereafter as 
experience may prove more convenient. The inhabitants of each dis­
trict, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, shall be formed into a 
militia, with proper officers, according to their numbers, to be appointed 
by the governor, except the commanding officer, who shall be appointed 
by the President, and who whether a captain, a major or a colonel, shall 
be the commanding officer of the district, and as such, shall, under the 
governor, have command of the regular officers and troops in his dis­
trict, as well as of the militia, for which he shall have a brevet commis­
sion, giving him such command, and the pay and emoluments of an 
officer of the same grade in the regular army; he shall be specially 
charged with the employment of the military and militia of his district, 
in cases of sudden invasion or insurrection, and until the orders of the 
governor can be received, and at all times with the duty of ordering a 
military patrol, aided by militia if necessary, to arrest unauthorized 
settlers in any part of his district, and to commit such offenders to jail 
to be dealt with according to law. 

SEc. 13. The laws in force in the said district of Louisiana, at the 
commencement of this act, and not inconsistent with any of the provi­
sions thereof, shall continue in force until altered, modified or repealed 
by the governor and judges of the Indiana territory, as aforesaid. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That all grants for lands within the 
territories ceded by the French Republic to the United States, by the 
treaty of the thirtieth of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and three; the title whereof was, at the date of the treaty of St. Ildefonso, 
in the crown, government or nation of Spain, and every act and pro-
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ceeding subsequent thereto, of whatsoever nature, towards the obtaining 
any grant, title, or claim to such lands, and under whatsoever authority 
transacted, or pretended, be, and the same are hereby declared to be, 
and to have been from the beginning, null, void, and of no effect in law 
or equity.(a) Provided nevertlteless, that any thing in this section con-

(a) Decisions of tile Supreme Court on Louisiana land titles :-By the treaty of St. Ildefonso, made on 
the 1st of October, 1800, Spain ceded Louisiana to France; and _France, by the_ treaty of Pari_s, signed 
the 30th of April, 1803, ceded it to the United States. Under this treaty the Um_ted States claimed the 
countries between the Iberville and the Perdido. Spain contended that her ·cession to France compre. 
bended only that territory which at the time of the cession was denominated Louisiana, consisting of the 
island of New Orleans, and the country which had been originally ceded to her by France, west of the 
Mississippi. The land claimed by the plaintiffs in error, under a grant from the crown of Spain, made 
after the treaty of St. Ildefonso, lies within the disputed territory; and this case presents the question, 
to whom did the country between the Iberville and Perdido belong after the treaty of St. Ildefonso 1 Had 
France and Spain agreed upon the boundaries of the retroceded teri:itory, befor_e Louisiana was acquired 
by the United States, that agreement would undoubtedly have ascertamed its limits. But the declarat10ns 
of France, made after parting with the province, cannot be admitted as conclusive. _In questions of this 
character, political considerations have too much influence over the conduct of nat10ns, to permit their 
declarations to decide the course of an independent government, in a matter vitally interesting to itself. 
Foster et al. v. Neilson, 2 Peters, 254. 

If a Spanish grantee had obtained possession of the land in dispute so as to be the defendant, would a 
court of the United States maintain his title under a Spanish grant, made subsequent to the acquisition 
of Louisiana, singly on the principle that the Spanish construction of the treaty of St. Ildefonso was 
!ight, and the American construction wrong 1 Such a decision would subvert those principles which 
govern the relations between the legislative and judicial departments, and mark the limits of each. Ibid. 
309. 

The sound construction of the 8th article of the treaty between the United States and Spain, of the 
22d of February, 1829, will not enable the court to apply its provisions to the case of the plaintiff. Ibid. 
314. 

The article does not declare that all the grants made by bis Catholic majesty before the 24th of Janu­
ary, 1818, shall be valid to the same extent as if the ceded territories bad remained under his dominion. 
It does not say that those grants aro hereby confirmed. Had such been its language, it would have acted 
directly on the subject, and it would have repealed those acts of Congress which were repugnant to it; 
but its language is that those grants shall be ratified and confirmed to the persons in possession, &c. By 
whom shall they be ratified and confirmed 1 This seems to be the language of contract; and if it_ is, the 
ratification and confirmation which are promised must be the act of the legislature. Until such act shall 
he passed, the court is not at liberty to disregard the existing laws on the subject. Ibid. 

The controversy in relation to the country lying between the Mississippi and the Perdido rivers, and 
the va\idity of the grants made by Spain in the disputed territory, after the cession of Louisiana to the 
United States, were carefully examined and decided in the case of Foster and Elam v. Neilson. The 
supre1ru court, in that case, decided that the question of boundary between the United States and Spain 
was a 1uestion for the political departments of the government; that the legislative and executive 
hrancb,s having decided the question, the courts of the United States are bound to regard the boundary 
determhe<l by them as the true one; that grants made by the Spanish authorities of lands, which, accord­
ing to his boundary line belonged to the United States, gave no title to the grantees, in opposition to 
those caiming under the United States; unless the Spanish grants were protected by the subsequent 
arran 6enents made between the two governments; and that no such arrangements were to be found in 
the tnaty of 1819, by which Spain ceded the Floridas to the United States, according to the fair import 
of its words, and its true construction. Garcia v. Lee, 12 Peters, 511. 

In tie case of Foster and Elam v. Neilson, the supreme court said, that the Florida treaty of 1819 
dcclar,s that all grants made before the 24th January, 1818, by the Spanish authorities," shall be ratified 
and co1firmed to the persons in possession of the lands, to the same extent that the same grants would 
be va!i,, if the territories had remained under the dominion of his Catholic majesty :" and in deciding 
!he cas, of Foster and Elam, the court held that even if this stipulation applied· to lands in the territory 
m queston, yet the words used did not import a present confirmation by virtue of the, treaty itself, but 
that the~ were words of contract; « that the ratification and confirmation, which were promised, must 
he_ t~e act ,f the legisla!ure; and until such shall be passed, the court is not at liberty to disregard the 
~x1stmg L~v, on the subject." Afterwards, in the case of the United States v. Percheman, 7 Peters, 86, 
m rev1ewint the words of the eighth article of the treaty, the court, for the reasons there assigned, came 
to a differe1t conclusion; and held that the words were words of present confirmation, by the treaty, 
whore the lmd had been rightfully granted before the cession; and that it did not need the aid of an act 
?f Congressto ratify and confirm the grant. This language was, however, applied by the court, and was 
mtnnded to cyply to grants made in a territory which belonged to Spain at the time of the grant. The 
cas_e then heore the court was one of that description. It was in relation to a grant of land in 17!orida, 
~h1ch unque,tionably belonged to Spain at the time the grant was made; and where the Spanish authori­
trns had an u1donbted right to grant, until the treaty of cession in 1819. It is of such grants that the 
court speak, vhen they declare them to be confirmed and protected by the true construction of the treaty; 
and that they lo not need the aid of an act of Congress to ratify and confirm the title of the purchaser. The 
court do not •pply this principle to grants made_ within the territory of Louisiana. The case ·of Foster 
~nd Elam v. fuilson, must in all other respects be considered as affirmed by the case of Percheman; as 
It underwent acareful examination in that case, and as none of its principles were questioned, except 
that referred to Garcia v. Lee, 12 Peters, 51 J. 

The acts of :he cQmmissioners appointed to adjust and settle land titles in Louisiana, under the acts 
of Congress aulhorizing and confirming the same, are conclusive as to all titles to lands which have been 
confirmed, acco:ding to the provisions of the different acts of Congress on the subject. Strother v. Lu· 
ens, 1.2 Peters, 410. See also The United States v. PPrchcman, 7 Peters, 56. 
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tained shall not be construed to make null and void any bona fide grant, 
made agreeably to the laws, usages and customs of the Spanish govern­
ment to an actual settler on the lands so granted, for himself, and for 
his wife and family; or to make null and void any bona fide act or pro­
ceeding done by an actual settler agreeably to the laws, usages and 
customs of the Spanish government, to obtain a grant for lands actl,\ally 
settled on by the person or persons claiming title thereto, if such settle­
ment in either case was actually made prior to the twentieth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and three: And provided further, 
that such grant shall not secure to the grantee or his assigns more than 
one mile square of land, together with such other and further quantity 
as heretofore hath been allowed for the wife and family of such actual 
settler, agreeably to the laws, usages and customs of the Spanish govern­
ment. And that if any citizen of the United States, or other person, 
shall make a settlement on any lands belonging to the United States, 
within the limits of Louisiana, or shall survey, or attempt to survey, 
such lands, or to designate boundaries by marking trees, or otherwise, 
such offender shall, on conviction thereof, in any court of record of the 
United States, or the territories of the United States, forfeit a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, and suffer imprisonment not exceeding 
twelve months; and it shall, moreover, be lawful for the President of the 
United States to employ such military force as he may judge necessary 
to remove from lands belonging to the United States any such citizen or 
other person, who shall attempt a settlement. thereon. 

SEC. 15. The President of the United States is hereby authorized to 
stipulate with any Indian tribes owning lands on the east side of the 
Mississippi, and residing thereon, for an exchange of lands, the property 
of the United States, on the west side of the Mississippi, in case the 
said tribes shall remove and settle thereon; but in such stipulation, the 
said tribes shall acknowledge themselves to be under the protection of 
the United States, and shall agree that they will not hold any treaty with 
any foreign power, individual state, or with the individuals of any state 
or power; and that they will not sell or dispose of the said lands, or any 
part thereof, to any sovereign power, except the United States, nor to 
the subjects or citizens of any other sovereign power, nor to the cit!zens 
of the United States. And in order to maintain peace and tranquillity 
with the Indian tribes who reside within the limits of Louisiana, as 
ceded by France to the United States, the act of Congress, passed on 
the thirtieth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and two, inti­
tuled "An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribe~, 
and to preserve peace on the frontiers," is hereby extended to the terri­
tories erected and established by this act; and the sum of fifteen thou­
sand dollars of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated by 
law, is hereby appropriated to enable the President of the United States 
to effect the object expressed in this section. 

SEc. 16. The act, passed on the thirty-first day of October, one !hou­
sand eight hundred and three, intituled "An act to enable the President 
of the United States to take possession of the territories ceded by 
France to the United States, by the treaty concluded at Paris, on the 
thirtieth day of April last, and for the temporary government there?f," 
shall continue in force until the first day of October next, any thmg 
therein to the contrary notwithstanding; on which said first day o~ Oct?" 
ber, this act shall commence, and have full force, and shall contmue Ill 
force for and during the term of one year, and to the end of the next 
session of Congress which may happen thereafter. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 
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EIGHTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 39, 40. 1804. 

CHAP. XXXIX.-.On .flct, in addit.ion to ".9n act for fixing the military peace 
eetablishment ef the United States.'' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati1,es ef the United 
States '!f America in Congress assembled, That there shall be appointed, 
in addition to the surgeon's mates, provided for by the "act fixing the 
military peace establishment of the United States," as many surgeon's 
mates, not exceeding six, as the President of. the United States may 
judge necessary, to be _attached to garrisons or posts, agreeably to the 
provision of the said act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That an equivalent in malt liquor 
or low wines, may be supplied the troops of the United States, instead 
of the rum, whiskey or brandy which, by the said act, is made a compo­
nent part of a ration, at such posts and garrisons, and at such seasons 
of the year, as, in the opinion of the President of the United States, 
may be necessary to the preservation of their health. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XL.-.!ln .!let in addition to the act intituled ".fln act for the punishment 
ef certain crimes against the United States."(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati11es ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person, not being 
an owner, who _shaJI, on the high seas, wilfully and corruptly cast away, 
burn, or otherwise destroy any ship or other vessel unto which lie belong­
eth, being the property of any citizen or citizens of the United States, 
or procure the same to be done, and being thereof lawfully convicted, 
shall suffer death. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall, on the high 
seas, wilfully and corruptly cast away, burn, or otherwise destroy any 
ship or vessel of which he is owner, in part or in whole, or in any wise 
direct or procure the same to be <lone, with intent or design to prejudice 
any person or persons that hath underwritten, or shall underwrite any 
policy or policies of insurance thereon, or if any merchant or merchants 
that shall load goods thereon, or of any other owner or owners of such 
ship. or vessel, the person or persons offending therein being thereof 
lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and 
shall suffer death. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That any person or persons guilty 
of any crime arising under the revenue laws of the United States, or 
incurring any fine or forfeiture by breaches of the said Jaws, may be 
prosecuted, tried and punished, provided the indictment or information 
be found at any time within five years after committing the offence or 

(a) Destroying a vessel at sea to the injury of the underwriters. Under the second section of the act 
of March 26th, 1804, chap. ,10, on an indictment for destroying a vessel with intent to prejudice the un­
derwriters, it is sufficient to show the existence of an association actually carrying on the business of 
insurance, by whose known officers, de facto, the policy was executed, and to prejudice whom the 
vessel was destroyed; without proving the existence of _a legal corporation authorized to insure, or a 
compliance on the part of such corporation with the terms of its charter, or the validity of the policy of 
insurance. United States v. Amedy, 11 Wheat. 392; 6 Cond. Rep. 362. 

The law not making it an offence in the owner to destroy his vessel to the prejudice of the underwri­
ters or the cargo, no evidence can be given to establish charges against the defendant for such destruc­
tion, to the prejudice of the underwriters on the cargo, even if the indictment contained such a charge. 
Evidence of the value of the property insured may be given to show inducements to destroy or preserve 
it. Tho United States v. Richard Johns, l Wash. C. C.R. 363. 

It is necessary in the indictment to state that the intent was to prejudice the underwriters. Jbi,J.. 
The prosecutor on an indictment for destroying a vessel, must show that the insurance is a valid insur­

ance, and if made by an incorporated insurance company, the act of incorporation must be shown, and 
the contract of insurance must be shown to have been executed. Ibid. 

The legal meaning of the term " destroy" by the act of Congress is to unfit the vessel for service 
beyond the hope of ordinary means. This, as to the extent of the injury, is synonymous with " cast 
away." Both mean, such an act as causes the vessel to perish and to be lost, or to he irrecoverable by 
ordinary means. Ibid. 



EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 43, 44, 46. 1804. 

incurring the fine or forfeiture, any law or provision to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XLIII.-.Hn .Hct to make furtlter appropriations for the purpose <f e[flin­
guislting the Indian claims. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives oftlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars, be appropriated to defray the expense of such 
treaty or treaties as the President of the United States shall deem it 
expedient to hold with the Indians, south of the river Ohio, for the pur­
pose of extinguishing Indian claims to any lands lying within the limits 
of the United States; and that the compensation to be allowed to any 
of the commissioners who may be appointed for negotiating such treaty 
or treaties, shall not exceed, exclusive of travelling expenses, the rate 
of six dollars per day, during the time of actual service of such com­
missioner. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sum aforesaid shall be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, not other­
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP. XLIV.-.On .fl.ct to authorize the adj(JIJ,rnment rf District Courts by Ma,·• 
shals, in certain cases. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That in case of the inability 
of the judge of any district court to attend on the day appointed for hold­
ing a special or an adjourned district court, such court may, by virtue of 
a written order from the judge thereof, directed to the marshal of the 
district, be adjourned by the marshal to the next stated term of said 
court, or to such day prior thereto, as in the said order shall be ap­
pointed. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP, XLVI.-...in ./J.ct further to protect the commerce and seamen <f the Unlted 
States against the Barbary powers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of defray­
ing the expenses of equipping, officering, manning, and employing such 
of the armed vessels of the United States, as may be deemed requisite 
by the President of the United States, for protecting the commerce and 
seamen thereof, and for carrying on warlike operations against the re­
gency of Tripoli, or any other of the Barbary powers, which may commit 
hostilities against the United States, and for the purpose also of defraying 
any other expenses incidental to.the intercourse with the Barbary powers, 
or which are authorized by this act: a duty of two and an half per centum 
ad valorem, in addition to the duties now imposed by law, shall be laid, 
levied, and collected upon all goods, wares and merchandise, paying a 
duty ad valorem, which shall, after the thirtieth day of June next, be 
imported into the United States from any foreign port or place: and an 
addition of ten per centum shall be made to the said additional duty in 
respect to all goods, wares and merchandise imported in ships or vessels 
not of the United States: and the duties imposed by this act shall be 
levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same regulations 
and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security and time of payment 
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STATUTE I. 

EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 47. 1804. 

respectively, as nre already prescribed by law in relation to the duties 
now in force on the articles on which the said additional duty is laid by 
this act. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a distinct account shall be 
kept of the duties imposed by this act, and the proceeds thereof shall 
conf!titute a fund, to be denominated "The Mediterranean Fund," and 
shall be applied solely to the purposes designated by this act: and the 
said additional duty shall cease and be discontinued at the expiration of 
three months after the ratification by the President of the United States 
of a treaty of peace with the regency of Tripoli; unless the United 
States should then be at war with any other of the Barbary powers, in 
which case the said additional duty shall cease and be discontinued at 
the· expiration of three months after the ratification by the President of 
the United States of a treaty of peace with such power: Provided how­
ever, that the said additional duty shall be collected on all such goods, 
wares, anll merchandise, liable to pay the same, as shall have been im­
ported previous to the day on which the said duty is to cease. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, ifhe shall deem it necessary, shall be, and he is hereby authorized 
to cause to be purchased or built, officered, manned and equipped, two 
vessels of war, to carry not more than sixteen guns each, and likewise 
to hire or accept on loan in the Mediterranean sea, as many gun boats 
as he may think proper. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding one 
million of dollars, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not other­
wise appropriated, shall he, and the same is hereby appropriated (in ad­
dition to the sum heretofore appropriated for the same objects) for the 
purpose of defraying any of the expenses authorized by this act, which 
may be incurred during the present year : or if necessary the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to borrow the said sum, or 
such part thereof as he may think proper, at a rate of interest not ex­
ceeding six per centum per annum, from the Bank of the United States, 
which is hereby empowered to lend the same, or from any other body 
or bodies politic or corporate, or from any person or persons; and so 
much of the proceeds of the duties laid by this act, as may be necessary, 
shall be and is hereby pledged for replacing in the treasury, the said 
sum of one million of dollars, or so much thereof as shall have been thus 
expended, and for paying the principal and interest of the said sum, or 
so much thereof as may be borrowed, pursuant to the authority given in 
this section: and an account of the several expenditures made under 
this act, shall be laid before Congress during their next session. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

March 26, 1S04. CHAP. XL VII.-An .fl.ct in addition to an act intituled "./ln act to establish an 
uniform rule ef naturalization, and to repeal the act& heretef ore p(l,Ssed on that 
suoject."(a) 

Certain aliens 
permitted to be­
come citizens 
of the U. States 
who resided in 
the U. States be­
tween the 18th 
June, 1798, and 
14th April,1802. 

Act of April 
14, !802,ch . .28. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House pf Representatives ef the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That any alien, being a free 
white person, who was residing within the limits and under the jurisdic­
tion of the United States, at any time between the eighteenth day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and the fourteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, and who has con­
tinued to reside within the same, may be admitted to become a citizen 
of the United States, without a compliance with the first condition 
specified in the first section of the act, intituled "An act to establish an 

(a) See notes to act of March .26, 1790, chap. 3, vol. i. 103, 104. 
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uniform rule of naturalization; and to repeal the acts heretofore passed 
on that subject." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when any alien who shall 
have complied with the first condition specified in the first section of the 
said original act, and who shall have pursued the directions prescribed 
in the _second se~tion of the sai_d act, may die, before he is actually 
naturalized, the widow and the children of such alien shall be considered 
as citizens of the United States, and shall be entitled to all rights and 
privjleges as such, upon taking the oaths prescribed by law. 

ArPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

CHAP, XL VIII.-An .11.ct in relation to the Navy Pension Fund. 

Be it enacted _by ~he Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the money accruing 
or which has already accrued to the United States, from the capture of 
prizes authorized by law, and which has not already been paid to the 
Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary 
of War, as commissioners of the navy pension fund, shall be paid to the 
treasurer of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, TJiat it shall be the duty of the 
treasurer of the United States, to receive all the money so accruing, and 
to disburse the same pursuant to warrants from the Secretary of the 
Navy, countersigned by the accountant of the navy; and a distinct 
quarterly account of the monies thus received and disbursed shall be 
rendered by the said treasurer to the accounting officers of the treasury, 
in the same manner as is provided for other public monies received by 
him. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
accountant of the navy to receive and settle all accounts whatever, in 
relation to the navy pension fund, and report from time to time, all such 
settlements, as shall have been made by him, for the inspection and 
revision of the accounting officers of the treasury, in the same manner 
as in other cases of public accounts. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the comptroller of the trea­
sury shall be fully authorized and empowered to direct suits for the 
recovery of any sums now due, or which may hereafter be due to the 
United States, for prizes as aforesaid, and to prosecute the same in the 
name of the United States, in the same manner as in other cases for 
the recovery of monies due to the United States. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund be, and they are hereby authorized to appoint a secre­
tary, who shall perform all such duties in relation to the fund, as they 
shall require of him ; and shall receive for his services, a salary not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, to be paid quarter 
yearly at the treasury of the United States, and charged to the same 
fund.(a) 
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(a) See note to chapter 53, post, page 297, Navy Pension Fund. By an act passed 10th July, 1832, 
Congress authorized the appointment of a separate and permanent navy agent at Washington, and directed 
the performance of the duties," not only for the navy yard in the City of Washington, but from the navy 
department, under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, in the payment of such accounts and 
claims as the secretary may direct." These duties would not have been so specially stated in this act, 
if they had been considered by Congress as coming within the ordinary duties of an agent of the navy 
yard at Washington, under the act of 1804. But independent of this consideration_, it i~ enough to know, 
that the duties in question were discharged by the defendant, under the construction given to the law by 
the Secretary of the Navy. United States v. Macdaniel, 7 Peters, 1. 

The United States instituted a suit to recover a balance charged on the books of the treasury depart­
ment, against the defendant, who was a clerk in the navy department, upon a fixed annual salary, and 
acted as agent for the payment of moneys due to the navy pensioners, the privateer pensioners, and for 
navy disbursements, for the payment of which, funds were placed in his. hands by governme!1t. He 
claimed these commissions at the treasury, and the claim had been there rejected by the accounting offi-

2 B 2 
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SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
navy pension fund be, and they are hereby authoriz~d and directed to 
make such regulations, as may to them ~ppear expedient, for the admis­
sion of persons on the roll of navy pens10ners, and for the payment of 
the pensions. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

March 26, 1804. CHAP. XLIX.-.On .RcttoerectaLighthouseatthe mouth tf the Mississippi riller, 
and also a Lighthouse at or near the pitch tf Cape Lookout, in the state tf Nortli 
Carolina; and a beacon at the north point ef Sandy Hook. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That under the direction of 
the President of the United States, it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to provide by contract, to be approved by the President, 
for building a lighthouse at the mouth of the river Mississippi, on such 
site as the President of the United States may deem most proper for the 
convenience and accommodation thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That as soon as land sufficient 
shall be obtained at a reasonable price for the purpos.e and the jurisdic­
tion of the land so to be obtained shall have been ceded to the United 
States by the state of North Carolina, it shall be the duty of the Secre­
tary of the Treasury, to provide by contract, for building a lighthouse 
on or near the pitch of Cape Lookout, in the said state of North Caro­
lina, which contract shall be approved by the President of the United 
States; and it shall be the duty of the said secretary to furnish the said 
lighthouses on Cape Lookout and the mouth of the Mississippi with 
all necessary supplies, and also to agree for the salaries or wages of the 
person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the super­
intendence and care of the same. And the President is hereby- autho­
rized to make such appointments. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty-five thou­
sand dollars be, and is hereby appropriated for the purpose of defraying 
the charges and expenses which shall accrue in consequence of the two 
first sections of this act, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasmy, as soon as the fee of the soil shall have vested 
in the United States, to cause a beacon to be erected on the north point 
of Sandy Hook, and the sum of two thousand dollars out of any unap­
propriated monies is hereby appropriated for that purpose. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

cers, and if they had allowed the same, he was not now indebted to the government. The United States, 
on the trial of the case in the circuit court, denied the right of the defendant to these commissions, as they 
had not been allowed to him by any department of the government, and asserted that the jury had not 
power to allow them on the trial. By the Court-The rejection of the claim to commissions by the treasury 
department, formed no objection to the admission of it as evidence of offset before the jury. Had the 
cl,.im never been presented to the department, it could not have been admitted as evidence by the court. 
But, as it had been made out in form and presented to the proper accounting officers, and had been re­
jected, the circuit court did right in submitting it to the jury, if the claim was considered as equitable. 
Ibid. 

It would be a novel principle to refuse payment to the subordinates of a department because their 
chief, under whose direction they had faithfully served the public, had given an err.oneous construction to 
the law. Ibid. 

• The Secretary of the Navy, in authoYizing the defendant to make the disbursements on which the claim 
for compensation is founded, did not transcend those powers, which, under the eircu:rniitances of the case, 
he might well exercise. Ibid. 



EIGHTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. Cu. 50. 1so,1. 

CHAP. L,-Jln .Oct supplementar.v to the act intituled ".On act relative to the elec• 
tion rf a President and Vice President rf the United States, and declaring the 
qfficer who shall act as President, in case rf vacancies in the qjfices bot!t ef Pre• 
sident and Vice President." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever the amend­
ment proposed during the present session of Congress, to the constitu­
tion o~ the U n!ted States, resp~cting the manner of voting for President 
and Vice President of the Umted States, shall have been ratified by the 
legislatures of three fourths of the several states, the Secretary of State 
shall forthwith cause a notification thereof to be made to the executive 
of every state, and shall also cause the same to be published, in at least 
one of the newspapers printed in each state, in which the laws of the 
United States are annually published.(a) The executive authority of 
each state shall cause a transcript of the said notification to be delivered 
to the electors appointed for that purpose, who shall first thereafter meet 
in such state, for the election of a President and Vice President of the 
United States: and whenever the said electors shall have received the 
said transcript of notification, or whenever they shall meet more than 
five days subsequent to the publication of the ratification of the above­
mentioned amendment, in one of the newspapers of the state, by the 
Secretary of State, they shall vote for,President and Vice President of 
the United States, respectively, in the manner directed by the above­
mentioned amendment, and having made and signed three certificates 
of all the votes given by them, each of which certificate shall contain 
two distinct lists, one, of the votes given for President, and the other, 
of the votes given for Vice President: they shall seal up the said certifi­
cates, certifying on each, that lists of all the votes of such state given 
for President, and of all the votes given for Vice President, is contained 
therein, and shall cause the said certificates to be transmitted and dis­
posed of, and in every other respect act in conformity with the provisions 
of the act to which this is a supplement. And every other provision of 
the act to which this is a supplement, and which is not virtually repealed 
by this act, shall extend and apply to every election of a President and 
Vice President of the United States, made in conformity totheabove­
mentioned amendment to the constitution of the United States. 

And wliereas, the above-mentioned amendment may be ratified by the 
legislatures of three fourths of the states, and thereupon become imme­
diately valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the constitution, on 
a day so near the day fixed by law for the meeting of the electors in the 
several states, that the electors shall not in every state be apprised of 
the said ratification, and may vote in a manner no longer conformable 
with the constitution, as amended, whereby several states might be 
deprived of their vote in the election of a President and Vice President: 
for remedy whereof, 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the electors who shall be appointed 
in each state for the election of a President and Vice President of the 
United States, shall at every such election, unless they shall have re­
ceived a transcript of the notification of the ratification of the above­
mentioned amendment to the constitution, or unless they shall· meet 
more than five days subsequent to the publication of the said ratification 
by the Secretary of State, in one of the newspapers of the state, vote 
for President and Vice President of the United States, in the following 
manner, that is to say: they shall vote for two persons as President and 
Vice President, in conformity with the first section of the second article 
of the constitution. And in other respects act in conformity with the 
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How certifi. 
catcs of their 
votes are to be 
made, and for­
warded. 
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tended to all 
future elections. 

Act of March 
1, 1792, ch. 8, 
vol. i. 239. 

Electors to 
vote by distinct 
ballots for Pre­
sident and Vice 
President, ac~ 
cording to the 
1st sec. of the 
2d art. of the 
constitution, 
and according 
to the proposed 
amendment: if 
they be unin­
formed at the 
time of the fate 
of the amend­
ment:-

(a) The amendment was rroposed in October 1803, and was ratified before September 1804. 



296 

And to make 
returns accord­
ingly. 

Which of these 
are to be open­
ed and inspect• 
ed. 

In case of a 
vote under the 
constitution of 
the U. States, as 
it now stands, 
and one accord­
ing to the 
amendment 
proposed, lists 
of the electors 
to be given to 
the electors,:md 
one of these 
lists forwarded. 

STATUTE !. 

EIGHTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cn. 51, 52. 1804. 

provisions of the act to which this act is a supplement; and they shall 
likewise vote for one person as President, and for one person as Vice 
President, in conformity with the above-mentioned amendment of the 
constitution; and in other respects act in conformity with the provisions 
of the first section of this act. But those certificates only, of votes 
given for President and Vice President of the United States, shall be 
opened by the president of the Senate, for the purpose of being counted, 
which shall contain the list or lists of votes given in conformity with the 
constitution, as in force on the day fixed by law for the meeting of the 
electors, by whom the said votes shall have been given. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever, by the provisions 
of the second section of this act, it shall be the duty of the electors for 
any state, to vote in conformity, both with the constitution, and of the 
proposed amendment thereto, the executive authority of such state 
shall cause six lists of the names of the electors for the state, to be 
made and certified, and to be delivered to the said electors, on or before 
the day fixed by law for them to meet and vote for President and Vice 
President; and the said electors shall enclose one of the said lists in 
each of the certificates by them made and sealed, in conformity with the 
provisions of this act, and of the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1804. 

March 27, 1804. CHAP, LI.-.Bn .Bet to repeal a part of tl,e act intituled ".On act supplementary 

Act of April 14, 
I 792, ch. 24. 
Act of Feb. 28, 
1803,ch.9. 

Repeal of part 
of a former act. 

Act of March 
3, 1817, ch. 40. 

Powers of at. 
torney for the 
transfer of stock 
and receipt of 
interest,in other 
respects formal, 
not to be affect• 
ed by the want 
of consular cer .. 
tificates. 

STATU1'E I. 

March 27, 1804. 

Act of Dec. 
31, 1792,eh. 1. 

No· ship or 
,•essel to be re­
gistered as a 
vessel of tho U. 
States, if owned 
by persons re­
siding in foreign 
countries a cer­
tain length of 
time. 

to the act concerning Consuls and Vice Consuls, and for the further protection 
of American seamen.'' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the ninth section of 
the act, intituled "An act supplementary to the act concerning consuls 
and vice consuls, and for the further protection of American seamen," 
passed the twenty-eighth of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all powers of attorney for 
the transfer of any stock of the United States, or for the receipt of in­
terest thereon, executed in a foreign country, since the thirtieth day of 
June one thousand eight hundred and three, according to the forms in 
use at the treasury of the United States prior to the said thirtieth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and three, shall be valid to all intents 
and purposes: any provision in the aforesaid section hereby repealed to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP, LII.-.Bn .Bet to amend the act infituled "./.ln act concerning the register­
ing and recording of ships and vessels," 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Hmm of Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no ship or vessel shall be 
entitled to be registered as a ship or vessel of the United States, or if 
registered, to the benefits thereof, if owned in whole or in part by any 
person naturalized in the United States, and residing for more than one 
year in the country from which he originated, or for more than two 
years in any foreign country, unless such person be in the capacity of a 
consul or other public agent of the United States :(a) Provided, that 

(a) A naturalized citizen, who in time of peace, returns to his native country for the purposes of trade, 
but with the intention of returning again to his adopted country, continuing in the former country a year 
after the commencement of hostilities, for the purpose of winding up his business, engaging in no new 
commercial transactions with the enemy, an,:! then returning to his adopted country, has gained a domicil 
in his native country, and his goods are subJect to capture and condemnation. The Frances,8 Cranch, 
335; 3 Cond. Rep. 164, See also the Dos B:ermanos, .2 Wheat. 76; 4 Cond. Rep. 39. 
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nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the registering 
anew of any ship or vessel before registered, in case of a bona .fide 
sale thereof to any citizen or citizens resident in the United States: 
And provided also, that satisfactory proof of the citizenship of the per­
son on whose account a vessel may be purchased, shall be first exhibited 
to the collector, before a new register shall be granted for such vessel. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the proviso in the act, inti­
tuled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships and vessels," passed the twenty­
seventh of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, shall be 
taken and deemed to extend to the executors or administrators of the 
owner or owners of vessels, in the said proviso described. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LIII.-.9n .Oct supplementary to the ocl, intituled ".iln act providing fur 
a Naval Peace Establishment, and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to attach to the navy yard 
at Washington, and to the frigates and other vessels laid up in ordinary 
in the Eastern Branch, a captain of the navy, who shall have the gene­
ral care and superintendence of the same; and shall perform the duties 
of agent to the navy department, and shall be entitled to receive for 
his services, the pay and emoluments of a captain commanding a squad­
ron on separate service.(a) And the President of the United States is 
hereby further authorized to attach permanently to the said navy yard 
and vessels, one other commissioned officer of the navy, who shall re­
ceive for his services, the pay and emoluments of a captain commanding 
a twenty gun ship, one surgeon and one surgeon's mate of the navy, who 
shall be severally allowed for their services, the same pay, rations and 
emoluments, as are allowed to a surgeon and to a surgeon's mate in the 
army of the United States; one sailing master, one head carpenter, one 
plu~ber, one head block maker, one head cooper, two boatswains, two 
gunners, one sail maker, one store keeper, one purser, one clerk of the 
yard, and also, such seamen and marines, as in the opinion of the Pre­
sident shall be deemed necessary: Provided, that the number of seamen 
or marines, shall not at any time be greater than what is at present 
authorized by the act to which this is a supplement. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That that part of the act to 
which this is a supplement, which attaches to each frigate laid up in 
ordinary, one sailing master, one boatswain, one gunner, one carpenter, 
and one cook, one serjeant or corporal of marines and eight marines, 
and to the large frigates twelve, and to the small frigates ten seamen, 
and which .declares that the sailing master shall have the care of the 
ship, and shall execute such duties of a purser as may be necessary, 
shall be, and hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 
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Proviso~ 

Repeal of a 
part of a former 
act. 

STATUTE I. 

0HAP, LIV.-..in .IJ.ct supplementary to the act, intituled ".iln act concerning the March 27, 1804. 
City of Washington." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the several compensa-

(a) The act of March 27, 1804, by which the President of the United States was ~uthori~ed to attach 
to the navy yard at Washington, a captain in the navy, fo_r the performance of certam. duties, was co~­
rectly construed by the navy department nntil 1829, aHowmg to. the defendant co1:1m1ss10ns on su,ms P.a1d 
by him as special agent of the navy department m makmg the disbursements. United States v. M Daniel, 
7 Peters, I. 

Vm,. lI.-38 
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Act of March 
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tions and allowances established by the act, intituled "An act concern­
ing the city of Washington," .shall be computed from the first day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and two, being the time when the 
services, so compensated and allowed, commenced under the authority 
of the President of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor of the said 
city shall receive as a compensation for his services an allowance of three 
dollars per day. . 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of the 
city of Washington be, and he hereby is authorized to pay the said com­
pensations and allowances, from the said first day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and two, in conformity with the provision of the said 
recited act, until Congress shall otherwise direct; and also to pay and 
discharge all expenses of an incidental nature, which have been or may 
be incurred in the discharge of the functions of his office and the office 
of surveyor, which shall be approved by the President of the United 
States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said superintec1dent be, 
and he hereby is authorized and directed to settle and pay the claim of 
Peter Charles L'Enfant, for liis services whilst employed by the late 
board of commissioners, in the manner, and on the terms heretofore 
proposed by the said commissioners. 

SEc. 5. A.nd be it further enacted, That the several exp2'.1ses author­
ized by this act, shall be paid and discharged out of any 'f:.1:-1-:s of the 
city of Washington, in possession of the superintendent, which a'.'e not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPJl.OVEJ), March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LV.-.!1n .!let eoncerning the Publi:c Buildings at the City of FVas!,,­
ington. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the l.'niied 
States of America in Congress assembled, That fifty thousand dollars Bhall 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any monc·y in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to be applied under the direction 
of the President of the United States, in proceeding with the public build­
ings at the city of Washington, and in making such necessary improve­
ments and repairs thereon, as he shall deem expedient. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LVI.-.811 .!let supplementary to the act intituled ".!ln act to prescribe the 
mode in wh-ich t.'i.e public acts, records and judicial proceedings in eadi Sta!c 
.J,all be aut!tenticated so as to take effect in every oilier State."(a) 
Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House '!f Representatives '!f t!te United 

States '!f America in Congr·ess assembled, That from and after the pass­
age of this act, all records and exemplifications of office books, which are 
or may be kept in any public office of any state, not appertaining to a 
court, shall be proved or admitted in any other court or office in any 
other state, by the attestation of the keeper of the said records or books, 
and the seal of his office thereto annexed, if there be a seal, together with 
a certificate of the presiding justice of the court of the county or district, 
as the case may be, in which such office is or may be kept; or of the 
governor, the secretary of state, the chancellor or the keeper of the great 
seal of the state, that the said attestation is in due form, and by the proper 
officer; and th:: said certificate, if given by the presiding justice of a 
court, shall be farther authenticated by the clerk or prothonotary of the 
said court, who shall certify under his hand and the seal of his office, that 

(a) See notes to s.r.t of May 26, 1790, chap. 11, vol. i. p. 12.2, 
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the said presiding justice is duly commissioned and qualified; or if the 
said certificate be given by the governor, the secretary of state, the 
chancellor or keeper of the great seal, it shall be under the great seal of 
the state in which the said certificate is made. And the said records 
and exemplifications, authenticated as aforesaid, shall have such faith 
and credit given to them in every court and office within the United 
States, as they have by law or usage in the courts or offices of the state 
from whence the same are, or shall be taken. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the provisions of this act, 
and the act to which this is a supplement, shall apply as well to the 
public acts, records, office books, judicial proceedings, courts and offices 
of the respective territories of the United States, and countries subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, as to the public acts, records, 
office books, judicial proceedings, courts and offices of the several states. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. L VII.-..in .Rct for imposing more specific duties on the importation of cer­
tain articles; and aka, for levying and collecting light money an foreign ships 
or vessels, and for otl1e1· purposes.(a) 

Be it en(lcted by tlte Senate and Tlouse of Representatives of tl1c United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the following articles, in addition to those already 
exempted from duty, shall and may be imported free from any duty, 
namely, rags of linen, of cotton, of wuollen and of hempen cloth; bristles 
of swine, regulus of antimony, .:.nwrought clay, unwrought burr stones, 
and the bark of the cork tree. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlter euactcd, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the duties now in force upon the articles herein after 
enumerated and described, at their importation into the United States, 
shall cease; and that, in lieu thereof, there shall be thenceforth laid, 
levied and collected upon the said articles, at their said importation, the 
several and respective rates or duties following, that is to say: 

On foreign caught dried fish, fifty cents per quintal; on foreign caught 
pickled fish, as follows, to wit: On salmon, one hundred cents per bar­
rel; on mackerel, sixty cents per barrel; on all other pickled fish, forty 
cents per barrel; on cables, tarred cordage, white lead, red lead, almonds, 
currants, prunes and plums, figs, raisins imported in jars and boxes, and 
muscadel raisins, two cents per pound; on all other kinds of raisins, one 
cent and a half per pound; on tallow, yellow ochre in o,il, anchors and 
sheet iron, one cent and a half per pound; on Spanish brown, dry yel­
low ochre, slit and hoop iron, one cent per pound; on starch, three 
cents per pound; on hair powder, glue, and seines, four cents per 
pound ; on pewter plates and dishes, four cents per pound; on untarred 
cordage, two cents and a half per pound; on quicksilver, six cents per 
pound; on Chinese cassia and gunpowder, four cents per pound; on 
cinnamon and cloves, twenty cents per pound; on mace, one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per pound; on nutmegs, fifty cents per pound; on 
black glass quart bottles, sixty cents per gross ; on window glass, as fol­
lows :-On all not above eight inches by ten, one dollar and sixty cents 
per hundred square feet; not above ten inches by twelve, one dollar and 
seventy-five cents per hundred square feet; and on all above ten inches by 
twelve, two dollars and twenty-five cents per hundred square feet; on 
segars, two dollars per thousand ; on kid and Morocco shoes, fifteen 
cents a pair; on foreign lime, fifty cents per cask containing sixty gal­
lons; and on Sicily wine, thirty cents per gallon. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That an addition of ten per centum 

(a) See act of March 3, 1805, chap. 40, 
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STATUTE l, 
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shall be made to the several rates of duties above specified and imposed 
in respect to all such goods, wares and merchandise as ~foresaid, as shall, 
after the said thirtieth day of June, be imported in ships or vessels not 
of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And b~ it further enacted, That the duties laid by this act, 
shall be levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security, and time 
of payment respectively, as the several duties now in force on the re­
spective articles herein before enumerated: Provided however, that no 
drawbacks shall be allowed on the exportation of foreign fish, or fish oil, 
or of playing cards. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all duties and drawbacks 
which, by virtue of this act, shall be payable and allowable on any spe­
cific quantity of goods, wares and merchandise, shall be deemed to 
apply, in proportion to any quantity greater or less than such specific 
quantity. 

SEc. 6. And be it fui·ther enacted, That a duty of fifty cents per 
ton, to be denominated "light money," shall be levied and collected on 
all ships or vessels not of the United States, which, after the aforesaid 
thirtieth day of June next, may enter the ports of the United States: 
Provided however, .that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
contravene any provision of the treaty or conventions concluded between 
the United States of America and the French Republic, on the thirtieth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and three: And provided 
also, that the said light money shall be levied and collected in the same 
manner, and under the same regulations, as the tonnage duties now im­
posed by law. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the person exercising the 
powers which, under the Spanish government, were vested in the intend­
ent of the province of Louisiana, shall, until a district court of the United 
States shall be established in the territory of Orleans, in conformity with 
the provisions of the act, intituled "An act erecting Louisiana into two 
territories; and providing for the temporary government thereof," have 
and exercise, in all cases whatever arising within the said territory under 
the laws regulating and providing for the collection of duties on imports 
and torrnage, or under any other revenue laws of the United States, the 
same jurisdiction and powers which, by law, are given to the district and 
circuit courts of the United States. And the powers to remit fines, 
penalties or forfeitures, and to remove disabilities, which, by law, are 
vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, may and shall, in all cases of 
such fines, penalties, forfeitures or disabilities incurred within the ter­
ritory of Orleans, and until a governor of the said territory shall be 
appointed and shall enter into the functions of his office, be exercised by 
the person exercising the powers which, under the Spanish government, 
were vested in the governor of the province of Louisiana ; and the said 
powers to remit fines, penalties or forfeitures, and to remove disabilities, 
may and shall, in like manner, be exercised by the governor of the said 
territory, from the time when he shall enter into the functions of his 
office, in conformity with the provisions-of the said act, until the end of 
the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. L Vlll.-.Bn act relatit-e to the compensations qf certain <dftcers qf the CUI• 

t<rms, and to prooide /or appointing a surveyor in the district therein menti01'led. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the last 
day of June, in the present year, the salaries heretofore allowed by law, 
to the several collectors of the customs, for the districts of Bath, Ports-
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mouth, Newport, Middletown, New Haven, Delaware, Richmond, Wil­
mington in North Carolina, Newbern, and Edenton, shall cease and be 
discontinued. And there shall be allowed and paid, annually, to the 
officers of the customs hereafter named, the following sums respect­
ively, viz: 

To the collector for the district of Natchez, in addition to the fees 
and other emoluments of office, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars; 
and to each of the surveyors at New London, Middletown, New Haven 
and Alexandria, in addition to the allowances already established by 
law, the sum of fifty dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said last 
day of June, in lieu of the commissions heretofore allowed by law, there 
shall be allowed to the collectors of the customs for Wilmington, in 
North Carolina, and Newbern, two and a half per cent. 

To the collectors for Petersburg and Richmond, two per cent. 
To the collectors for Kennebunk and New London, one and three 

quarters per cent. 
To the collector for Bath, one and an half per cent. 
To the collectors for New Haven and Middletown, one and three 

eighths per cent. 
To the collectors for Providence and Alexandria, one and one quarter 

per cent. 
To the collector for Newburyport, one and one eighth per cent. 
To the collector for Portland, three quarters of one per cent. 
And to the collectors for Salem and Beverly, five eighths of one per 

cent. on all monies by them respectively received on account of the 
duties arising on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed a 
surveyor for the district of Marblehead, to reside at Marblehead ; who 
shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the other emoluments allowed 
by law, a salary of one hundred dollars, annually. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

CHAP. LIX,-.Bn .Bet jfJI' the appointment cf an additional judge for the Missis• 
sippi territory ; and jfJI' other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be appointed 
an additional judge for the Mississippi territory, who shall reside at or 
near the Tombigbee settlement, and who shall possess and exercise, 
within the district of Washington, as fixed and ascertained by an act of 
general assembly of the Mississippi territory, intituled, "An act for the 
more convenient organization of the courts of the said territory," the 
jurisdiction heretofore possessed and exercised by the superior court of 
the said territory within the said district of Washington, and to the 
exclusion of the original jurisdiction of the said superior court within 
the same: Provided always, that the said superior court shall have full 
power and authority to issue writs of error to the court established by 
this act and to hear and determine the same, when sitting, for the district 
of Adams, as fixed and ascertained by the act of the general assembly 
of the Mississippi territory, herein before mentioned. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said superior court are hereby 
authorized, upon the reversal of a judgment of the court established by 
this act, to render such judgment as the said court ought to have ren­
dered or passed, except where the reversal is in favour of the plaintiff'_ in 
the original suit, and the debt or damages to be assessed are uncerta1~, 
in which case the cause shall be remanded in order to a final determi­
nation. 
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SEC. 3. Be it furt!ter enacted, That when any person, not being an 
executor or administrator, applies for a writ of er.ror, such writ of error 
shall be no stay of proceedings in the court tow hich it issues, unless the 
plaintiff in error shall gin, security, to be approved of by a judge of the 
said superior court, that the plaintiff in error shall prosecute his writ to 
effect, and pay the condemnation money and all costs, or otherwise 
abide the judgment in error, if he fail to make his plea good. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That all pleas, p~ocess, and proceed­
ings whatever, which may have been com~enced m the said superior 
court within the aforesaid district of W ashmgton, shall be, and the same 
are hereby transferred to the court established by this act, and the 
officers appc.:nted to issue or execute the process of the said superior 
court within the district of Washington, and to record the proceedings 
of the same, are hereby authorized and required to issue and execute the 
process of the court established by this act, and to record the proceed­
ings thereo£ 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the court established by this act, 
shall hold two terms in each and every year, at the place where the 
courts for Washington county, within the said territory, shall be hehl, to 
commence on the days follow:'lg, to wit: on the first Monday in May 
and September, annually; and shall then and there proceed to hear and 
determine the pleas, process and proceedings depending before them, in 
the same manner as the said superior court within the district of Wash­
ington aforesaid, might or could have done, in case this act had not 
been passed. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtl,er enacted, That the judge to be appointed 
by virtue of this act, shall receive the same salary, and payable in the 
same manner, which is est!:.blished by law for judges of the said superior 
court of the Mississippi territory. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

r,hrch 27, 1804. CHAP. LX.-.dn.llct to provide fur a more extensive distribuliun uf the Laws of the 
United Stales. 
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Be it enacted by t!te Senate and Jlouse of Representatives of t!te United 
States ef America in Cmgress assembled, That the Secretary for the 
department of State, be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered 
to procure four hund::20 copies of the laws of the United States: one 
hundred copies of whic'.1 shall be distributed in just proportions in the 
territory of Orleans and district of Louisiana, the other three hundred 
copies to be reserved for the disposal of Congress. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That one thousand copies of the 
laws of the United States which shall be printed at the close of each 
session shall be reserved for the disposal of Congress: and that the dis­
tribution of the remainder shall be extended to the territory of Orleans, 
and district of Louisiana, and to such other territories as are or may 
hereafter be established, in the same manner and proportion as is already 
provided by law for distributing them among the several states and ter­
ritories: and the Secretary of State shall cause to be published in one 
newspaper in each of the territories of the United States, where news­
papers are printed, the laws which have passed during the present. ses­
sion, and which may hereafter be passed by Congress. 

SEc. 3. And be it furt!ter enacted, That there shall be transmitted, by 
the Secretary of State, to each member of the Senate and Honse of 
Representatives, and to each territorial delegate, as soon as may be, after 
the expiration of each sesEion of Congress, a copy of all the laws which 
shall have been passed at such session. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of two thousand 
dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated for defraying the expense 
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authorized by this act, payable 
otherwise appropriated. 

ArrnovED, March 27, 1834. 

out of any 'lloney in the treasury, not expense of car­
rying this act 
into effect. 

CHAP. I,Xl.-Jln .Oct supplementary to the act intituled ".Jln act re"ulrtfin<> the 
!{rants if land, and providing for the disposal ef the lands ef the United States, 
soutlt qf the state 1rf Tennessee." (a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Represrntatives of the United 
~tates of.Ar_ne;icl!' in [!ongress a5:sernbled, That persons claiming lands 
m the ~1ss1ss1pp1 territory, by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, 
or by virtue of the three first sections of the act to which this is a sup­
plement, or of the articles of agreement and cession with the state of 
Georgia, may, after the last day of March, in the year one thousand 
eight' hundred and four, and until the last day of November, then next 
following, give notice in writing, of their claims, to the register of the 
land-office, for the lands lying west of Pearl river, and have the same 
recorded in the manner prescribed by the fifth section of the act to 
which this is a supplement: Provided however, that where lands are 
claimed by virtue of a complete Spanish or British grant, in conformity 
with the articles of agreement and cession between the United States 
and the state of Georgia, it shall not be necessary for the claimant to 
have any other evidence of his claim recorded, except the original grant 
or patent, together with the warrant or order of survey and the plot; but 
all the subsequent conveyances or deeds shall be deposited with the 
register, to be by him laid before the commissioners when they shall 
take the claim into consideration: and the powers vested by law in the 

STATUTE I. 

March 27, 1804. 

Act of March 
3, 1803, ch. 27. 

Notice to b11 
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Proviso in fa• 
vor of Spanish 
and British 
grants. 

(a) Under the act of Congress of March 3, 1803, chap. 27, entitled, "An act regulating grants of lands, 
and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United States south of the state of Tennessee," such lands 
only were authorized to be offered for sale as had not been appropriated by the previous sections of the 
Jaw, and certificates granted in pursuance thereof. A right therefore to a particular grant of land, de• 
rived from a donation certificate given under the law, is superior to the title of any one who purchased 
the same land at the public sales, unless there is some fatal infirmity in the certificate which renders it 
void. Ross v. Barland et al., 1 Peters, 666. 

The act of Congress requires no precise form for the donation certificate. It is sufficient if the proofs 
be exhibited to the court of the commissioners to satisfy them of the facts entitling the party to_ the cer­
tificate. It is sufficient if the consideration, the occupancy, and the quantity granted appears: nothing 
more is necessary to certify to the go··srnment the party's right, or to enable him, after it is surveyed by 
the proper officer, to obtain a patent. Ibid. 

The 2d section of the act of March 3, 1803, was intended to confer a bounty on a numerous class of 
individuals; and in construing the an:hignous words of the section, it is the duty of the court to adopt 
that construction which will best effect the liberal intentions of the legislature. Ibid. 

The time when the territory over which the law operated was evacuated by the Spanish troops, was 
very important, as the !av, was intended to provide for those who were actually, at that time, inhabitants 
of, and cultivated the s.oil w,t,,i;; it; but whether it was in 1797 or 1798, was comparatively unimportant. 
The decision of the commissioners npon the period when the evacuation took place is sufficient; and the 
court are disposed to adopt the construction of the act given by the commissioners, west Qf Pearl river, 
that the evacuation took place on the 30th March, 1798, by which persons claiming within the objects of 
the section were entitled to certificates. Ibid. 

Congress have treated as erroneous the construction given to the la,V by the commissioners to settle 
claims to lands east of Pearl river; who have decided that only those who have settled on the lands within 
the territory in the year 1797, were entitled to donation certificates, and who had granted to others pre­
emption certificates. Ibid. 

The commissioners appointed under the act of Congress relative to claims to lands south of the state 
of Tennessee, were authorized to hear evidence as to the time of the actual evacuation of the territory 
by the Spanish troops, and to <lecide upon the fact. The law gave them power to hear and decide all 
matters respecting such claims, and to determine thereon according to justice and equity, and declared 
their deliberations shall be final. The court are bound to presume that every fact necessary to warrant 
the certificate in the terms of it, was proved before the commissioners; and that subsequently it was 
shown to them that the final evacuation of the territory took place on the 30th March, 1798. Ibld. 

It is the settled doctrine of the judicial department of the government of the United States, that the 
treaty of 1819 with Spain, ceded to the United States, no territory west of the Perdido river. It had 
already been acquired under the Louisiana treaty. Pollard's Lessee"· Files, 2 Howard's Sup. Court 
Rep. 591. 

In the interval between the Louisiana treaty, and the time when the United States took possession of 
the territory west of the Perdido, the Spanish government had a right to grant permits to settle and im­
prove by cultivation, and to authorize the erection of establishments for mechanical purposes. Ibid. 

These incipient concessions were not regarded hy Congress, but are recognized in the acts of 1804, 
1S12, 1819, and as claims are within the acts of 18.24. Ibid. 
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commissioners appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the claims to 
lands lying west of Pearl river, sha!I, in every_ respe~t, extend and apply 
to claims which may be made by vntue of this section; and the same 
proceedings shall thereupon be had as are prescribed by the act afore­
said in relation to claims which shall have been exhibited on or before 
the iast day of March, in the year one thousand eight _h~ndred and four. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the comm1ss10ners aforesaid, 
appointed to adjust the claims to lands lying west of Pearl river, shall 
have power to adjourn from time to time, and for such time as they may 
think fit: Provided however, that they shall meet on the first day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four, and shall 
not afterwards adjourn for a longer time than three days, nor until they 
shall have completed the business for which they were appointed : And 
provided also, that nothing contained in this act, nor in that to which 
this is a supplement, shall be construed to prevent the said commissioners, 
nor those appointed to adjust the claims to lands lying east of Pearl river, 
from acting and deciding at any time, on any claim which has been 
exhibited in the manner prescribed by Jaw, although the evidence of the 
same may not, at that time, have been transcribed on the books of the 
register. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any Spanish grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, shall be produced to either of the said 
boards of commissioners, for lands which were not, at the date of such 
grant, warrant, or order of survey,. or within one year thereafter, in­
habited, cultivated, or occupied by, or for the use of the grantee: or 
whenever either of the said boards shall not be satisfied, that such grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, did issue, at the time when the same bears 
date, the said commissioners shall not be bound to consider such grant, 
warrant, or order of survey, as conclusive evidence of the title, but may 
require such other proof of its validity as they may deem proper : and 
the said boards shall make a full report to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to be by him laid before Congress, for their final decision of all claims 
grounded on such grants, warrants, or orders of survey, as may have 
been disallowed by the said boards, on suspicion of their being antedated, 
or otherwise fraudulent. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea­
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized to employ an agent, whose 
compensation shall not exceed one thousand five hundred dollars in full 
for all his services, for the purpose of appearing before the said commis­
sioners, in behalf of the United States, to investigate the claims for 
lands, and to oppose all such as he may deem fraudulent and unfounded. 
And each of the said boards of commissioners shall have the same 
powers to compel the attendance of witnesses, as are now vested in the 
courts of the United States. 

SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That the board of commissioners, 
appointed to adjust the claims to lands lying west of Pearl river, shall 
be authorized to employ an assistant clerk, and also a translator of the 
Spanish language, to assist them in the despatch of the business which 
may be brought before them, and for the purpose of recording Spanish 
grants, deeds, or other evidences of claims on the register's books; the 
said translator shall receive for the recording done by him, the fees 
already provided by law, and may be allowed, not exceeding fifty dollars, 
for every month he shall be employed, provided that the whole compen­
sation, other than that arising from fees, shall not exceed six hundred 
dollars : the assistant clerk shall be allowed a snm not exceeding five 
hundred dollars for his services; and each of the commissioners of the 
said board, in addition to the compensation now fixed by Jaw, shall be 
allowed six dollars for every day he shall attend on the board, after the 
last day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four: 
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Provided, that this additional compensation shall not exceed two thou­
sand dollars, for each of the said commissioners. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four, the surveyor 
of the lands of the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, shall 
receive an annual compensation of two thousand dollars, in lieu of the 
annual compensation now fixed by law. And the lands claimed by virtue 
of Spanish grants, legally and fully executed, and the titles to which 
were confirmed by the articles of agreement and cession between the 
United States and the state of Georgia, shall be surveyed in the manner 
prescribed by the act to which this is a supplement, at the expense of the 
United States; any thing in the said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the tract of country lying 
north of the Mississippi territory, and south of the state of Tennessee, 
and bounded on the east by the state of Georgia, and on the west by 
Louisiana, shall be, and the same is hereby annexed to, and made a part 
of the Mississippi territory.* , 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the eighth sec­
tion of an act, intituled "An act regulating grants of land, and pro­
viding for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the 
state of Tennessee," as provides, "that no certificate shall be granted 
for lands lying east of the Tombigby river," be, and the same hereby is 
repealed: Provided, that no certificate shall be granted for any lands to 
which the Indian title has not been extinguished. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
in pursuance of the act aforesaid, be, and they are hereby authorized 
and required to make, on or before the first day of December next, a 
full report to the Secretary of the Treasury, of all claims that have been, 
or may be laid before them, for lands held by warrant of survey and im­
provement, in cases where the claimants were minors, and not heads of 
families, at the time such warrants were issued, with the circumstances 
which occasioned the issuing of such warrants, and the validity which 
has been considered as attached to the same. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying 
this act into effect, a sqm not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, shall 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. I 1. And be it _further enacted, That the execution of so much 
of the twelfth section of the act to which this is a supplement, as excepts 
"such town lots, not exceeding two, in the town of Natchez, and such 
an out lot adjoining the same, not exceeding thirty acres, as may be the 
property of the United States, to be located by the governor of the 
Mississippi territory, for the use of Jefferson College," be, and the same 
is hereby suspended until the end of the next session of Congress. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That transcripts of the records of 
the British province of West Florida, to claims for land therein, and which 
have been delivered to the government qf the United States, may be pro­
duced as evidence, and shall be entitled to the same weight in any court of 
the United States, as if the same had been delivered or shall be delivered, 
to either of the registers of the land-offices in the Mississippi territory, 
before the last of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, any 
thing in this act, or in the fifth section of the act to which this is a sup­
plement, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the sum of three thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of extend­
ing the external commerce, and exploring the limits of the United States, 
in the new acquired territory of Louisiana, out of any monies in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEC, 14. And be it further enacted, That Major-General La Fayette 
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be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to locate and survey the 
lands allowed him by the fourth section of an act, intituled "An act to 
revive and continue in force an act in addition to au act, intituled An 
act in addition to an act, regulating the grants of land appropriated for 
military services, and for the society of United Brethren for propagating 
the gospel among the heathen, and for other purposes," on any lands the 
prop"erty of the United States, in the territory of Orleans; and on pre­
senting the surveys of the said land to the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
President of the United States is hereby authorized to issue letters patent 
to the said Major-General .La Fayette for the quantity of lands allowed 
by the said act. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1804. 

RESOLUTION to instruct the joint committee of inrolled Bilh to wait on the Pre­
sident ,f th!! United States, respecting a variance between an engrossed and 
inrolled Bill'. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the joint committee for 
inrolled hills be instructed to wait on the President of the United States, 
and lay before him the engrossed bill, intituled "An act for the relief of 
the captors of the Moorish armed ships Meshouda and Mirhoha," with 
the several amendments thereto, as the same was finally passed by both 
houses of Congress; and to state the variance between the said en­
grossed hill and the inrolment thereof, as approved by the President, and 
to request that he will cause the said inrolled hill to be returned to this 
house, in which it originated, for the purpose of rendering the said bill 
conformable with the engrossed bill and the amendments thereto, as 
passed by the two houses of Congress. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives qf the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, two thirds of both houses concurring, That, in lieu of the third para­
graph of the first section of the second article of the constitution of the United States, 
the following be proposed as an amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
which, when ratified by three fourths of the legislatures of the several states, shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of the said constitution, to wit:-

The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for President and 
Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in dis­
tinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President; and they shall make distinct lists of 
all persons voted for as President and of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of 
the number of votes for each, which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed 
to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representa­
tives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted: the person having the 
greatest number of votes for President shall be the President, if such number be a majori­
ty of the whole uumber of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then 
from the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the hst of those 
voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately by ballot 
the President. But in choosing the President, the vote shall be taken by States, the rep­
resentation from each State having one vote; a quorum, for this purpose shall consist 
of a member or members from two thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States 
shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a 
President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of 
March next following, then the Vice President shall act as President, as in the case of 
the death or other constitutional disability of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice President shall be the Vice 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed ; and 
ifno person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list the Senate 
shall choose the Vice President : a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary 
to a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to 
that of Vice President of the United States. 
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