
ACTS OF THE SEVENTH CONG RESS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 
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STATUTE II. 
CHAP, 1.-An Act making a partial appropriation for tlte Naval Service, during Jan. 14, 1803. 

tlte ,year one tltousand eight ltundred and tltree. 

Be it enacted by tlw Sen~e and 1-Iousc of Representatives of the United [Obsolete.] 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated towards defray-
ing the expenses of the navy of the United States, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sum shall be 
paid, first, out of any balance remaining unexpended of former appro
priations for the same object; and secondly, out of any monies in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, .January 14, 1803. 

CHAP.IV.-An Act authorizing tlte sale rf a piece ef land, parcel rf t!te Navy 
Yard belonging to the United States, in Ch~rlestown, in tlte state if. Massa
clmsetts, to the proprietors of tfte Salem turnpike road and Cltelsea bridge cor
poration. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Fiouse of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered, by indenture of 
bargain and sale, in common form, to convey, in fee simple, to the pro
prietors of the Salem turnpike and Chelsea bridge corporation, by their 
proper name of incorporation, a certain piece of land, lying on the western 
corner, and being parcel of the navy yard belonging to the United 
States, in Charlestown, in the state of Massachusetts, containing fiftee~ 
square perches, or thereabouts, or so much thereof as is required to 
enable the said proprietors to lay out and make a turnpike road from 
Salem to Charlestown bridge, near Boston, according to the plan exhi
bited to Congress by the said proprietors. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall Le the duty of the 
said secretary, prior to the making the said conveyance, to cause the 
said piece of land to be valued by disinterested men, to be appointed in 
such manner as he shall agree with the said proprietors; the amount of 
which said valuation, being paid to the use of the United States, it shall 
then, and not before, be lawful for the said.secretary to make the afore
said conveyance. 

APPROVED, February 10, 1803. 
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CHAP, V.-.D.n .Bet to pr011ide for the granting of Clearances to ships or vessel~ 
owned by citizens of the United States, lying in the river Mississippi, .south of 
the southern boundary ef the United States, and therein to amend an act, intituled 
"..in act to regulate the collection of duties on imposts and tonnage," and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, shall be intended 
to be exported from any of the ports of the United States within the 
Mississippi, by the way of New Orleans, to any foreign port, the identity 
of such articles shall be ascertained and certified in the same manner 
by the proper officers as has been or hereafter may be provided, for the 
transportation of the same articles to any of the ports of the United 
States, without the Mississippi. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
collector of the customs for the district of Mississippi, to grant to any 
ship or vessel owned by citizens of the United States, laden with articles 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the said states, and actually 
lying in some part of the river Mississippi, south of the southern bound
ary of the United States, a clearance in the same manner as if such 
ship or vessel was lying within the said district, which clearance shall 
be of the form following, to wit: 

"District of Mississippi, to 
Port of Adams, 

These are to certify to all whom it doth concern, that master 
or commander of the burthen tons or thereabouts, 
mounted with guns (if any) navigated with men 
built, now lying in the river Mississippi, out of the limits of the United 
States, and bound for having on board (here specify 
the articles if required) being of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the United States, or (if no specification be required) being laden 
with articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, hath here cleared his said vessel according to law: 

Given under my hand and seal, at the custom-house of Fort Adams, 
this day of one thousand eight hundred and 
and in the year of the independence of the United States of 
America.'' 

Provided ncvertlteless, That such clearance shall not be granted until 
the identity of the articles laden on board such ship or vessel, as being 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, shall be 
established to the satisfaction of the said collector, either by the exhibi
tion of a certificate to that effect, from the consul, vice-consul, or other 
authorized agent of the United States, residing at or near New Orleans 
on the said river or otherwise: And provided also, that before the de
parture of such ship or vessel for any foreign port or place without the 
said river, it shall be the duty of the master or commander thereof, to 
exhibit such clearance to the said consul, vice-consul, or other authorized 
agent of the United States, who shall certify thereon under his consular 
seal, if he be satisfied that the state of the cargo at the time of such 
exhibition correspond therewith, that such is the case; or if the whole 
or any part thereof shall have been unladen, or otherwise changed, so 
as not to agree with the tenor of such clearance, he shall accordingly 
state the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtltei· enacted, That the consul, vice-consul, or 
other authorized agent of the United States, residing at New Orleans, 
or at such other place or deposit on the banks of the Mississippi, south 
of the southern boundary of the United States, as may be assigned by 
virtue of the treaty of San Lorenzo, shall be entitled to receive from the 
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captains or owners of American vessels, two dollars for each certificate 
he shall sign, certifying that the articles contained in such certificate, 
are of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States; and 
he shall also be authorized to employ a proper .person to attend to the 
landing and loading such articles, whose duty therein, and compensa
tion, shall be the same as those of an inspector of customs in one of the 
ports of the United States, which compensation shall be considered as a 
charge against the revenue, and defrayed by the collector for the district 
of Mississippi, out of the monies received by him on account of the 
duties on tonnage and merchandise. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1803. 

CHAP, VI.-Jln Jlct for the relief ef tlte sufferers by fire, in the town ef Ports
moutl,. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons who, being 
indebted to the United States, for duties on merchandise, have given 
bond therefor, with one or more sureties, payable to the collector 
for the district of Portsmouth, and who have suffered a loss of property 
by the late conflagration at that place, shall be, and they hereby are 
allowed to take up, or have cancelled, all bonds heretofore given for 
duties as aforesaid, upon giving to the said collector new bonds, with 
one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of said collector, for the sums 
of their former bonds respectively, payable in twelve months from and 
after the day of payment specified in the bonds to be taken up or 
cancelled as aforesaid; and the said collector is hereby authorized and 
directed, to give up or cancel, all such bonds upon the receipt of others 
as described in this act; which last mentioned bonds shall be proceeded 
with, in all respects, like other bonds which are taken by collectors for 
duties due to the United States: Provided however, that nothing in this 
act contained shall extend to bonds which had fallen due before the 
twenty-sixth day of December last. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1803. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP. VII.-J/n Jlet to provide for the due exewtion ef the laws ef the United :Feb. 19, 1803. 
States, within the state ef Oltio. 

WHEREAS, the people of the Eastern division of the territory northwest 
of the river Ohio, did, on the twenty-ninth day of November, one thou
sand eight hundred and two, forin for themselves a constitution and 
state government, and did give to the said state the name of the "State 
of Ohio," in pursuance of an act of Congress, intituled "An act to 
enable the people of the Eastern division of the territory northwest of 
the river Ohio, to form a constitution and state government, and for the 
admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original states, and for other purposes," whereby the said state has 
become one of the United States of America; in order therefore to 
provide for the due execution of the laws of the United States within 
the said state of Ohio: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives of the Untted 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all the laws of the U mted 
States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and 
effect within the said state of Ohio, as elsewhere within the United States. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said state shall be one dis
trict, and be called the Ohio district; and a district court shall be held 
therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside in the said district, 
and be called a district judge. He shall hold at the seat of government 

VoL. II.-26 
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of the said state, three sessions annually, the first to commence on the 
first Monday in June next, and the two other sessions progressively on 
the like Monday of every fourth calendar month afterwards, and he 
shall in all things have and exercise the same jurisdiction and powers 
which are by law given to the judge of the Kentucky district: he shall 
appoint a clerk for the said district, who shall reside and keep the records 
of the court at the place of holding the same, and shall receive for the 
services performed by him, the same fees to which the clerk of the 
Kentucky district is entitled for similar services. 

SEC. 3. Be it farther enacted, That there shaJl be allowed to the 
judge of the said district court, the annual compensation of one thou
sand dollars, to commence from the date of his appointment, to be paid 
cpiarter-yearly at the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed in the 
said district, a person learned in the law, to act as attorney for the United 
States, who shall, in addition to his stated fees, be paid by the United 
States, two hundred dollars annually, as a full compensation for all extra 
services. 

SEC. 5. And be it furthei· enacted, That a marshal shall be appointed 
for the said district, who shall perform the same duties, be subject to the 
same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees a:;" are 
prescribed to marshals in other districts, and shall moreover be entitled 
to the sum of two hundred dollars annually, as a compensation for all 
extra services. 

APPROVED, February 19, 1803. 

CHAP. VIII.-.9n Ji.ct making furllter provision for t!te expenses attending tl,e 
intercourse between t!te United States and foreign nations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum of two 
millions of dollars, in addition to the provision heretofore made, be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of defraying any 
extraordinary expenses which may be incurred in the intercourse be
tween the United States and foreign nations, to be paid out of any money 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, and to be applied under the 
direction of the President of the United States, who shall cause an 
account of the expenditure thereof to be laid before Congress, as soon 
as may be. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may, if he shall deem it necessary, and he hereby is authorized to 
borrow the whole, or any part of the said sum, at an interest not exceed
ing six per centum per annum, reimbursable before the year one thou
sand eight hundred and eleven: and it shall be lawful for the Bank of 
the United States to lend the whole, or any part of the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That so much as may be necessary 
of the surplus of the duties on imports and tonnage, beyond the perma
nent appropriation heretofore charged upon them by law, shall be, and 
hereby is pledged and appropriated for the payment of the interest, and 
reimbursement of the principal of all such monies as may be borrowed 
in pursuance of this act, according to the terms and conditions on 
which the loan or loans may be effected. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1803. 
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{1HAP. lX.-Jln Act supplementary to the "act concerning Consiik and Vice-Con. 
suls, and for the f11,rther protection rif Jlmerican Seamen." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-Iouse of Representatives of tltc United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That before a clearance be 
granted to any vessel bound on a foreign voyage, the master thereof 
shall deliver to the collector of the customs, a list, containing the names, 
places of birth and residence, and a description of the persons who 
compose his ship's company, to which list the oath or affirmation of the 
captain shall be annexed, that the said list contains the names of his 
crew, together with the places of their birth and residence, as far as he 
can ascertain them, and the said collector shall deliver him a certified 
copy thereof, for which the collector shall be entitled to receive the sum 
of twenty-five cents; and the said master shall moreover enter into bond 
with sufficient security, in the sum of four hundred dollars, that he shall 
exhibit the aforesaid certified copy of the list to the first boarding officer, 
at the first port in the United States, at which he shall arrive on his re
turn thereto, and then and there also produce the persons named therein, 
to the said boarding officer, whose duty it shall be to examine the men 
with such list, and to report the same to the collector, and it shall be 
the duty of the collector at the said port of arrival, (where the same 
is different from the port from which the vessel originally sailed) to 
transmit a copy of the list so reported to him, to the collector of the 
port from which said vessel originally sailed : Provider!, that the said 
bond shall not be forfeited on account of the said master not producing 
to the first boarding officer, as aforesaid, any of the persons contained 
in the said list, who may be discharged in a foreign country with the 
consent of the consul, vice-consul, commercial agent, or vice-commer
cial agent there residing, signified in writing, under his hand and 
official seal, to be produced to the collector with the other persons 
composing the crew as aforesaid ; nor on account of any such person 
dying or absconding, or being forcibly impressed into other service, of 
which satisfactory proof shall be then also exhibited to the collector. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of every 
master or commander of a ship or vessel, belonging to citizens of the 
United States, who shall sail from any port of the United States, after 
the first day of May next, on his arrival at a foreign port, to deposit his 
register, sea letter, and Mediterranean passport with the consul, vice
consul, commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, (if any there be at 
such port;) that in case of refusal or neglect of the said master or com
mander, to deposit the said papers as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay 
five hundred dollars, to be recovered by the said consul, vice-consul, 
commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, in his own name, for the 
benefit of the United States, in any court of competent jurisdiction; and 
it shall be the duty of such consul, vice-consul, commercial agent, or 
vice-commercial agent, on such master or commander producing to him 
a clearance from the proper officer of the port, where his ship or vessel 
may be, to deliver to the said master or commander all o( his ~aid papers: 
Provided, such master or commander shall have complied with the pro
visions contained in this act, and those of the act to which this is a 
supplement. 

SEc. 3. • And be it further enacted, That whenever a ship or vessel 
belonging to a citizen of the United States, shall be sold in a ~oreign 
country, and her company discharged, or when a seaman or manner, a 
citizen of the United States, shall, with his own consent, be discharged 
in a foreign country, it shall be the duty of the master or commander to 
produce to the consul, vice-consnl, commercial agent, or vice-commercial 
agent, thy list of his ship's company, certified as aforesaid; and to pay 

(a) See note to act of April l 4, 1792, chap. 24, vol. i. p. 254. 
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to such consul vice-consul, commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, 
for every seam'an or mariner so discharged, being designated on such 
list as a citizen of the United States, three months pay, over and above 
the wages which may then be due to such mar!ner or seaman, two thirds 
thereof to be paid by such consul, or commercial agent, to each seaman 
or mariner so discharged, upon his engagement on bo_ar_d of ~ny vessel 
to return to the United States, and the other remammg third to be 
retained for the purpose of creating a fund for !he payment of the pass
acres of seamen or mariners. citizens of the Umted States, who may be 
d~sirous of returning to the· United ~tates, and for the _maintenance_ of 
American seamen who may be destitute, and may be m such foreign 
port, and the several sums retained for such fund shall be accounted 
for with the treasury every six months by the persons receiving the 
same. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
consuls, vice-consuls, commercial agents, vice-commercial agents of the 
United States, from time to time, to provide for the mariners and sea
men of the United States, who may be found destitute within their dis
tricts respectively, sufficient subsistence and passages to some port in the 
United States, in the most reasonable manner, at the expense of the 
United States, subject to such instructions as the Secretary of State 
shall give; and that all masters and commanders of vessels belonging to 
citizens of the United States, and bound to some port of the same, are 
hereby required and enjoined to take such mariners or seamen on board 
of their ships or vessels, at the request of the said consuls, vice-consuls, 
commercial agents or vice-commercial agents respectively, and to trans
port them to the port in the United States to which such ships or vessels 
may be bound, on such terms not exceeding ten dollars for each person, 
as may be agreed between the said master and consul, or commercial 
agent. And the said mariners or seamen shall, if able, be bound to do 
duty on board such ships or vessels according to their several abilities: 
Pi·ovided, that no master or captain of any ship or vessel shall be obliged 
to take a greater number than two men to every one hundred tons bur
then of the said ship or vessel, on any one voyage; and if any such 
captain or master shall refuse the same on the request or order of the 
consul, vice-consul, commercial agent or vice-commercial agent, such 
captain or master shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars 
for each mariner or seaman so refused, to be recovered for the benefit 
of the United States in any court of competent jurisdiction. And the 
certificate of any such consul or commercial agent, given under his hand 
and official seal, shall be prima facie evidence of such refusal in any 
court of law having jurisdiction for the recovery of the penalty aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it furthei· enacted, That the seventh and eighth sec
tion of the act, intituled "An act concerning consuls and vice-consuls," 
be and the same are hereby repealed; and that the Secretary of State 
be authorized to reimburse the consuls, vice-consuls, commercial agents 
or vice-commercial agents, such reasonable sums as they may ·heretofore 
have advanced for the relief of seamen, though the same should exceed 
the rate of twelve cents a man per diem. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for every consul, vice-consul, commercial agent and vice-commercial 
agent of the United States, to take and receive for every certificate of 
discharge of any seaman or mariner in a foreign port fifty cents; and 
for commission on paying and receiving the amount of wages payable 
on the discharge of seamen in foreign ports, two and a half per centum. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any consul, vice-consul 
com_mercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, shall falsely and knowinglf 
c~~tify, that proper~y belonging to foreigners is property belonging to 
citizens of the Umted States, be shall, on conviction thereof, in any 
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court of competent jurisdi~tion,. forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars, at the d1scret10n of the court, and be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding three years. 

SEc. S_. And be it jwther enacted, That if any consul, vice-consul, 
commercial agent or Vice-commercial agent, shall grant a passport or 
oth_e'. paper certifyin_g that any alien, knowing him or her to be such, is 
a c1t1zen of the Un!te? ~t~tes, he s_hall, on conviction thereof, in any 
court of competent 1unsd1ct10n, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars. 

SEC. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That all powers of attorney 
executed after the thirtieth day of June next in a foreign country for the 
transfer of any stock of the United States, or for the receipt of interest 
thereon, shall be verified by the certificate and seal of a consul, vice
consul, commercial agent or vice-commercial agent, if any there be at 
the place where the same shall be executed, for which the person giving 
the certificate shall receive fifty cents. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, X.-.lln .!let to prevent the importation rf certain persons into certain states, 
where, by the laws thereof, their admission is pro!tibited. (a) 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of April next, no master or captain of any ship or vessel, 
or any other person, shall import or bring, or cause to be imported or 
brought, any negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, not being a native, 
a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, or seamen natives 
of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, into any port or place of 
the United States, which port or place shall be situated in any state 
which by law has prohibited or shall prohibit the admission or importa
tion of such negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, and if any captain 
or master aforesaid, or any other person, shall import or bring, or cause 
to be imported or brought into any of the ports or places aforesaid, any 
of the persons whose admission or importation is prohibited, as aforesaid, 
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each and 
every negro, mulatto, or other person of colour aforesaid, brought or 
imported as aforesaid, to be sued for and recovered by action of debt, in 
any court of the United States; one half thereof to the use of the United 
States, the other half to any person or persons prosecuting for the penalty; 
and in any action instituted for the recovery of the penalty aforesaid, the 
person or persons sued may be held to special bail: Provided always, 
that nothing contained in this act shall be construed to prohibit the 
admission of Indians. 

S.ec. 2. And be it furtltcr enacted, That no ship or vessel arriving 
in any of the said ports or places of the United States, and having on 
board any negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, not being a native, 
a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, or seamen natives 
of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope as aforesaid, shall be ad
mitted to an entry. And if any such negro, mulatto, or other person of 
colour, shall be landed from on board any ship or vessel, in any of the 
ports or places aforesaid, or on the coast of any state prohibiting the 
admission or importation, as aforesaid, the said ship or vessel, together 
with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United 
States, and one half of the nett proceeds of the sales on such forfeiture 
shall inure and be paid over to such person or persons on whose infor
mation_ the seizure on such forfeiture shall be made. 
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SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 11, 12, 13. 1803. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors and other officers of the customs, and all other officers of the 
revenue of the United States, in the several ports or places situated as 
aforesaid, to notice and be governed by the provisions of the laws now 
existing, of the several states prohibiting the admission or importation 
of any negro, mulatto, or other person of colour, as aforesaid. And 
they are hereby enjoined vigilantly to carry into effect the said laws of 
said states, conformably to the provisions of this act; any law of the 
United States to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XI.-An Act to provide an additional armament for t!te protection ef the 
seamen and commerce nf the Uni:ted Stales. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Hou5e of Representatives 1if tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to cause 
to be built, or to be purchased ( if the exigencies of the service shall 
require it) four vessels of war, to carry not exceeding sixteen guns each; 
to be armed, manned and fitted out for the protection of the seamen and 
commerce of the United States in the Mediterranean and adjacent seas, 
and for other purposes, as the public service may require. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sum of ninety-six thou
sand dollars be, and hereby is, appropriated for the purpose aforesaid, 
out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to cause to be 
built, a number not exceeding fifteen gun boats, to be armed, manned 
and fitted out, and employed for such purposes as in his opinion the 
public service may require; and that a sum not exceeding fifty thou
sand dollars be, and hereby is appropriated for this purpose out of any 
monies iu the treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

Ilcb. 28, !S03. CnAP. Xll.-.811 .IJ.cl for extending tile external commerce rf t!,e United States. 

[Obsolete.] Be it enacted b.11 the Senate and Ffouse of Representatives of tlte 
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ll,tited States of Ameriw in Congress assonbled, That the sum of two 
thousand five hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the purpose of extending the external commerce of the United States, 
to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

AnRovEo, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XIII.-An Act in add;tio11 to an act, entituled ".IJ.n act fixing f!,e military 
peace cstablisliment ef //,e United Slates." 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be added to the 
regiment of artillerists, two teachers of music, whose pay, rations and 
clothing shall be the same as is by law allowed to the teachers of music 
in the regiments of infantry in the service of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint one teacher -of the 
French language, and one teacher of drawing, to be attached to the 
corps of engineers, whose compensation shall not exceed the pay and 
emolument of a captain in the line of the army. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commandinO' officer of 
the corps of engineers, be authorized to enlist for a term, n~t less than 
three _years, one artificer, and eighteen men, to aid in making practical 
expenme?ts and for other purposes :-to receive the same pay, rations 
and clo~l1111g as are allowed to the artificers and privates, in the army of 
the Umted S_tates; and the same bounty when enlisted for five years; 
and to be subject to the rules and articles of war. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to allow to the paymaster of the 
arn:iy, the ~djutant and inspector of t~e army, and the military agent at 
Philadelphia, such sums, not excecdmg in the whole three thousand 
dollars, for clerk hire, as their respective duties may, in his opinion, 
reasonably require. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XlV.-.!ln .flcl for continuing in force a law, inti'.tuled ".fln act for estab
lishing trading houses with the Indian tribes." 

Be it enacted b_y the Senate and House of Representatives <if tlw 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a law passed on 
the eighteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, intituled "An act for establishing trading houses 
within the Indian tribes," and which law was revived and continued by 
another, passed on the thirtieth day of April, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and two, shall be, and the same is hereby 
farther continued for the term of two years, from the fourth day of 
March next, and from thence until the end of the next session of 
Congress. 

APPROVED February 28, 1803. 

CHAP, XV,-.fl.n .flct in addition to an act, intituled ".fln act more ejfectuall.1/ to 
provide for the National defence, by establishing an uniform Militia througltout 
the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the 
duty of the adjutant-general of the militia in each state, to make return 
of the militia of the state to which he belongs, with their arms, accoutre
ments, and ammunition, agreeably to the directions of the act, to which 
this is an addition, to the President of the United States annually, on 
or before the first Monday in January in each year: and it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of War, from time to time, to give such directions 
to the adjutant-generals of the militia, as shall, in his opinion, be neces
sary to produce an uniformity in the said returns, and he shall lay an 
abstract of the same before Congress, on or before the first Monday of 
February, annually. 

S,rn. 2. And be it further enacted, That every citizen duly enrolled 
in the militia, shall be constantly provided with arms, accoutrements, and 
ammunition, agreeably to the direction of the said act, from and after 
he shall be duly notified of his enrolment; and any notice or warning to 
the citizens so enrolled, to attend a company, battalion, or regimental 
muster, or training, which shall be according to the laws of t~e state i_n 
which it is given for that purpose, shall be deemed a legal notice of his 
enrolment. 

SEc. 3. And be it fui·tlier enacted, That in addition to the officers pro
vided for by the said act, there shall be, to the militia of each state one 
quartermaster-general, to each brigade one quartermaster of brigade, 
and to each regiment one chaplain. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 
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SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. H.i, 17. 1803. 

CHAP, XVI.-.Bn .Bet sitpplementary to the act intititled ".Bn act providing pass
ports far the s!tips and vessels ef the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every unregistered ship 
or vessel owned by a citizen or citizens of the United States, and sailing 
with a sea-letter, going to any foreign country, shall, before sh~ departs 
from the United States, at the request of the master, be furmshed by 
the collector of the district where such vessel may be, with a passport 
of the form prescribed and established by the act to which this is a sup
plement, for which the master shall pay to the collector ten dollars, and 
be subject to the rules and conditions prescribed in the said act, for ships 
and vessels of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid on every 
such unregistered ship or vessel, sailing or trading to any foreign coun
try, other than some port or place in America, for each and every voyage, 
the same sum at the time of clearing outwards, to be received and ac
counted for in the same manner as is by said act required in cases of 
ships and vessels of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP,XVII.-.On .Oct making an appropriation for the support ef the Navy ef the 
United States, for the year one tlwusancl eight hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Repnscntatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 'rhat for defraying the 
expenses of the Navy of the United States, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and three, and for making good deficiencies for the 
same, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, the following 
sums, including therein the sum of one hundred thousand dollars already 
appropriated by the "act making a partial appropriation for the naval 
service during the year one thousand eight hundred and three," be, and 
they hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say : 

For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and the pay of the seamen, 
two hundred and eighty-three thousand nine hundred and ninety-three 
dollars. 

For provisions, one hundred and fifty-seven thousand three hundred 
and sixty dollars and twenty cents. 

For medicines, instruments, hospital stores, and all expenses on ac
count of the sick, seven thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of ordnance and other military stores, fifteen thou~ 
sand dollars. 

For the repairs of vessels, store rent, and other contingent expenses, 
one hundred and eighty-two thousand dollars. 

For completing the contracts made for the timber, ordnance, and 
other materials for the seventy-four gun ships, including their trans
portation, &c., one hundred and fourteen thousand four hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of erection of sheds and navy yards, including docks 
and other improvements, the pay of superintendents, store-keepers, clerks 
and labourers, forty-eight thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars 
and thirty-seven cents. 

For the pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 
for those on shore, and forage for the staff, sixty-four thousand and 
ninety-five dollars and sixty cents. 

For clothing and military stores for the same, sixteen thousand two 
hundred and twenty-three dollars and eighty-three cents. 
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For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all expenses on 
account of the sick of the marine corps, one thousand dollars. 

For quartermaster's and barrackmaster's stores, officers' travelling 
expenses, armorers and carpenters' bills, and other contingent expenses 
nine thousand four hundred and sixty-one dollars. ' 

'-!'o make go?d deficiencies in the appropriations for the navy of the 
Umted States, m the year one thousand eight hundred and two, that is 
to say: 

For pay and subsistence of the officers, the pay of the seamen, pro
visions, repairs and expen~es incurred in the year one thousand eight 
hundre_d and one, and wlnch have been paid out of an appropriation 
mad~ m the year on~ thousand eight hundred and two, including a 
deficiency for the service of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
two, one hundred and sixty-eight thousand four hundred and thirty-nine 
dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For salaries of superintendents of navy yards, store-keepers, and clerks, 
store rent, hire of labourers, &c., on account of expenses incurred in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and one, including a deficiency 
for the service of the year one thousand eight hundred and two, eight 
hundred and seventy-five dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

For navy yards, docks and wharves, eleven thousand five hundred 
and thirty-five dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

For medicines, medical services, and hospital stores for the marine 
corps, on account of expenses incurred in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and one, including a deficiency for the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and two, five hundred and ninety-six dollars and 
thirty-nine cents. 

For marine barracks, on account of expenses incurred in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and one, four hundred and one dollars and 
ninety-three cents. 

For the payment of a balance due the estate of John Habersham, late 
collector at Savannah, for naval materials ascertained at the treasury, 
for sundry payments made by him to John H. Morel, on the same 
account, including a commission on the said payments at one percent., 
sixteen thousand nine hundred and forty-eight dollars and thirty-seven 
cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of money 
herein specifically appropriated and amounting together to the sum of 
one million and ninety-eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven 
dollars and forty-six cents, shall be paid first out of the sum of one hun
dred thousand dollars already appropriated for the naval service during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and three, and secondly out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP, XVIII.-Jln ./Jct in addition to the act, intituled "Jln act concerning the ,·egis-
tering and ,·ecording of ships and vessels of the United States," and to the act, 
intituled "./ln act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and I-louse of Representatives of tlte 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That if any person 
shall knowingly make, utter, or publish any false sea letter, Mediterra
nean passport, or certificate of registry, or shall knowi?gly avail hi~self 
of any such Mediterranean passport, sea letter, or certificate of registry, 
he shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five thou_sand dollars,_ to be 
recovered by action of debt, in the name of the Umted St~tes, m any 
court of competent jurisdiction; and if an officer of the Umted States, 
he shall for ever thereafter be rendered incapable of holding any office 
of trust or profit, under the authority of the United States. 
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SEVEJ\TH CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 19. 1803. 

Si,;c. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
comptroller of the treasury, to cause to be provided, blank certifi~ates 
of registry, with such water and other secret marks as he may direct, 
which marks shall be made known only to the collectors and their 
deputies, and to the consuls or commercial agenfs of the United States; 
and from and after the thirty-first day of December next, no certificate 
of registry shall be issued, except such as shall have been provided and 
marked as aforesaid; and the ships or vessels of the U nitcd States, 
which shall have been duly registered as such, shall be entitled to new 
certificates of registry (gratis) in exchange for their old certificates of 
registry; and it shall be the duty of the respecti_ve co_llectors, on the 
departure of any such ship or vessel, after the said tlmty-first day of 
December, from the district to which such ship or vessel shall belong, 
to issue a new certificate accordingly, and to retain and deface the 
former certificate. 

SEC. 3. Ancl be it further enacted, That when any ship or vessel, 
which has bee.n, or which shall be registered pursuant to any law of the 
United States, shall, whilst such ship or vessel is without the limits of 
the United States, be sold or transferred in whole or in part to a citizen 
or citizens of the said States, such ship or vessel, on her first arrival 
in the United States thereafter, shall be entitled to all the privileges and 
benefits of a ship or vessel of the United States : Provided, that all the 
requisites of law, in order to the registry of ships or vessels, shall he 
complied with, and a new certificate of registry obtained for such ship 
or vessel, within three days from the time at which the master or other 
person having the charge or command of such ship or vessel, is required 
to make his final report upon her first arrival afterwards as aforesaid, 
agreeably to the thirtieth section of the act, passed on the second day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, intituled "An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." And it 
shall be lawful to pay to the collector of the district within which such 
ship or vessel may arrive as aforesaid, the duties imposed by law on the 
tonnage of such ship or vessel, at any time within three days from the 
time at which the master or other person having the charge or com
mand of such ship or vessel, is required to make his final report as 
aforesaid, any thing to the contrary in any fortner law notwithstanding: 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
repeal, or in any wise change the provisions, restrictions or limitations 
of any former act or acts, excepting so far as the same shall be repugnant 
to the provisions of this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the power vested in the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to remove disabilities incurred under the act 
to which this is a supplement, and under the act, intituled "An act for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels, to be employed in the coasting 
trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same," shall extend to the 
remission of any foreign duties, which shall have been or shall be incur
red by reason of such disabilities. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP, XIX.-.Bn .B.ct making approprialirvnsfirr the support ef Government,for 
the yea1· one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of tlze United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, induding the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and officers; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
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the support of lighthonses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; and for Specific ap-
satisfying certain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and propriations. 
hereby arc appropriated ; that is to say: 

For compensations granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimating for 
sixty-two days continuance in the present session, and for twenty-seven 
days in the first session of the eighth Congress, one hundred and twenty
five thousand three hundred and forty-eight dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con
tingent expenses of the two houses of Congress, nineteen thousand dol
lars. 

For the compensation to the President and Vice-President of the 
United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks, and persons 
employed in that department, eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, 
twelve thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the 'l'reasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and forty-nine 
dollars and eighty-one cents. 

For expenses of translating foreign languages, allowance to the person 
employed in receiving and transmitting passports and sea letters, sta
tionery and printing, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy
seven dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the comptroller's office, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the auditor of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty dollars 
and ninety-three cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the office of the auditor, 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing in the treasurer's office, three 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the commissioner of the revenue, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, six thousand two hundred and fifty-three 
dollars and six cents. 

For the expense of stationery and printing in the office of the commis
sioner of the revenue, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, (including books for the 
public stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine papers) in the 
reo-ister's office, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

"For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sink
ing fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of clerks employed for the purpose of making 
drafts of the several surveys of lands in the territory of the United States 
northwest of the river Ohio, and in keeping the books of the treasury in 
relation to the sales of lands at the several loan offices, two thousand 
dollars. 

For fuel, and other contingent expenses of the treasury department, 
four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating and ~rinting the 
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Specific ap- public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred and three, one 
propriations. thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps and charts for the use of the treasury 
department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent employe~ to secure the build
ings and records in the treasury department, dunng the pre~ent year, 
including the expense of two watchmen, and for the repair of fire
engines, buckets, and so forth, one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of '\Var, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses in the office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation of clerks employed in the paymaster's office, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel in the said office, ninety dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, including a sum of seven hundred dollars, 
for compensations to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and for expense of stationery and fuel in the said office, 
three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including a compensation of five hundred and 
sixty-one dollars and fourteen cents to the clerk of the navy pension 

1799, ch. 40. fund for the years one thousand eight hundred, one thousand eight hun
dred and one, and one thousand eight hundred and two, nine thousand 
six hundred and seventy-one dollars and fourteen cents. 

F.or expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and other contingent 
expenses in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, two thousand seven 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including the sum of pne thousand one hundred 
dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed 
by tl1e act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, ten thousand four hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 

1799, ch. 40. including a deficiency of three hundred and forty-five dollars in the last 
year's appropriation, and a sum of three thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five dollars for compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the second of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, thirteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expenses of fuel, candles, rent of a house for the messenger, sta
tionery, chests, &c. exclusive of expenses of prosecution, portmanteaus, 
mail locks, and other expenses incident to the department at large 
(these being paid for by the Postmaster-General, out of the funds of the 
office,) two th_ousand dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and an 
allowance to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray the 
authorized expenses of the several. loan office!!, thirteen thousand dollars. 
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For defraying the expense of clerk hire in the office of the commis-- Specific ap-
sioner of loans for the state of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the propriations. 

remov~I of the offices of the treasury department, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred, to the permanent seat of government, two thousand 
dollars. 

For extra expenses occasioned by the removal of the loan office of 
Pennsylvania to Germantown, during the prevalence of the yellow fever 
in Philadelphia, in t_he summer of one thousand eight hundred and two, 
four hundred and mnety-four dollars. 

For extra expenses occasioned by the removal of the office of pur
veyor of public supplies from Philadelphia, during the prevalence of the 
yellow fever, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, one hun
dred and thirteen dollars and fifty cents. 

For compensation to the snrveyor-general and the clerks employed by 
him, and for expense of stationery and other contingencies of the sur
veyor-general's office, three thousand two hunured dollars. 

For completing certain surveys of the lands of the United States, 
authorized by acts of Congress, including an allowance of five hundred 
dollars for transcribing plats of surveys near Vincennes, six thousand 
five hundred and forty-three dollars. 

For compensation to the following officers of the mint, ten thousand 
six hundred dollars, that is to say-

To the director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 
And two, at five hundred dollars each. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt

ing, coining, carpenter's, millwright's, and smith's work, including the 
sum of eight hundred dollars per annum, allowed to an assistant coiner 
and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron _work, six 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar iron, 
lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, two thou
sand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expeqses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall 
have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, and 
which are of a nature according to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks of the several departments 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex- 1799, ch. 40. 
ceeding for each department, respectively, fifteen per centum, in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, intituled "An act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks," eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty-five 
dollars. 

For the compensation granted by law to the chief justice, associ~te 
judges, and district judges of the United States, including the chief 
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Specific :ip- justice and two associate judges of the district of Columbia, and lo the 
propriations. attorney-general, fifty-two thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For the like compensations granted to the several district attornies 
of the United States, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the marshals of the districts of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Kentucky, cast and west Tennessee, and Ohio, 
one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties; and likewise, for defraying the expenses of prosecution for 
offences against the United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, 
including an additional appropriation of three thousand seven hundred 
and two dollars and sixty-six cents, for completing the gaol in the city 
of \Vashington, forty-three thousand seven hundred and two dollars and 
~ixty-six cents. 

For the payment of sundry pensiolls granted by the late government, 
nine hundred dollars. 

For payment of the annuity granted to the children of the late Colonel 
John Harding, and Major Alexander Trueman, by an act of Congress, 
passed the fourteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred, six hundred 
dollars. 

For payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners of the 
United States, from the fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, to the fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, 
ninety-three thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and for occa
sional improvement in the construction of lanterns and lamps, and other 
contingent expenses, fifty thousand nine hundred and seventy dollars 
and eighty-two cents. 

For rebuilding the lighthouse on the eastern end of New Castle 
island, in addition to the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, 
five hundred dollars. 

For the erection of the lighthouse on Smith's Point, in addition to 
the sum heretofore ;ippropriatcd for that object, three hundred and fifty 
dollar:,. 

For the payment of a balance due on contracts for built.ling the light
house on Cape Hatteras, and beacon on Shell Castle island, and for a 
compensation to the persons who superintend and inspect the execution 
of the work, the balance of the former appropriation being carried to 
the credit of the surplus fund, one thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a lighthouse on New Point Comfort, in addition 
to the sum heretofore appropriated for that purpose, three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For erecting lighthouses and placing buoys in the sound between 
Long Island apd the Main, in addition to the sum heretofore appro
priated for that purpose, one thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, according 
to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of int~rcourse with foreign nations, seventy-five 
thousand five hundred and sixty-two dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners under the seventh article of the 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States 
and Great Britain, including half the compensation of the fifth commis
sioner, the salary of the as~essor to the commissioners, the half of ex-
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penses of the board, and the contingent expenses of the commissioners 
of the United States, twenty-five thousand five hundred and sixty-six 
dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For salaries of the agents of the United States in London and Paris 
expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of Great 
Britain, relative to captures of the vessels of the United States, and of 
defending American causes elsewhere, twenty-nine thousand dollars. 

For intercourse between the United States and Algiers, and other 
Barbary powers, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of obtaininO' 
further cessions of land from the Indian tribes, the sum of ten thousand 
dollars he, and the same is hereby appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlicr cnactccl, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act "making provision for 
the debt of the United States," and out of any money which may be in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP. XX.-.Bn .11.cl, more effecluall.'I to provide for the organization of the 
Militia ef the District ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted hy tlte Senate and [louse of Rrpresentativcs ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the President of the United States, whenever an increase of 
the militia of the territory, or other circumstance, shall in his opinion 
make it necessary, to lay off the said militia into additional companies, 
battalions, regiments, or legions and brigades, and shall appoint and 
commission, during pleasure, the proper officers for the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall, when he may deem it necessary, appoint the proper officers, 
to compose at least one troop of cavalry, one company of artillery, one 
company of light infantry, and one company of grenadiers or riflemen, 
to each legion, which officers shall proceed by voluntary enlistment, 
within their legion, to complete their company or companies with the 
le:ist possible delay, and every person belonging to the said companies 
shall wear, while on duty, such caps, or hats, and uniforms, to be pur
chased at their own expense, as the commanding officer of the brigade, 
to which they belong, shall determine on and direct; and the said com
panies shall perform the same routine of duty, and be subject to the same 
rules, regulations, penalties, and orders, as the rest of the militia; the 
President may, nevertheless, order them, or any of them, out on duty, 
as occasion, in his opinion, may require, by entire companies: that no 
person belonging to any battalion company, shall, under colour of enlisting 
into any company, to be made up by voluntary enrolment, be excused 
from doing duty in the infantry, and in the company in which he had 
been enrolled, or might be enrolled, until he shall have equipped himself 
for service, in such volunteer company, according to law, and shall have 
produced a certificate thereof, from the commanding officer of such 
company, to the commanding officer of the battalion ?ompa~y, to _which 
he did or might properly belong; and no person having enlisted 111 any 
volunteer company, shall be permitted to withdraw himself from the 
same, under the penalty of ten dollars, unless in c~se of removal_ from 
his legionary district, to be recovered as other fines imposed by this act, 
upon the evidence of the commanding officer of the company, from 
which he shall so withdraw; which commanding officer shall return all 
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such cases to the first battalion court of inquiry, that shall sit thereafter. 
And the commanders of the respective legions shall direct by order, to 
the different commanders of battalions, to what battalions the different 
volunteer companies shall be attached, and shall parade with on battalion 
duty; and shall direct how they shall be posted on legionary parades, 
unless differently ordered by the brigadier-general. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That where any battalion or com
pany districts, or alteration in districts actually laid off, may hereafter be 
found necessary, the commanding officers of legions shall assemble the 
commanding officers of battalions and companies at some fit and con
venient place, and may proceed to lay off or alter any such battalion or 
company districts, which districts shall in all cases be designated by 
certain lines and bounds, and recorded by the clerks of the respective 
courts of inquiry. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
commanding officers of the companies to proceed forthwith to divide 
their companies into divisions by ballot, from one to ten, for the purpose 
of a regular routine of duty when called into actual service, and to 
return a roster of each division, and its number or rotation, within 
fifteen days thereafter, to the commanding officer of his battalion, who 
shall forthwith transmit the same to the commanding officer of the 
regiment or legion, who shall direct the same to be recorded by the 
clerk of the court of inquiry. The same regulations shall be observed 
by every commanding officer of a company, battalion, and legion or 
regiment, on the subsequent enrolment of any person therein, unless 
such person shall produce a certificate of his having been before drawn 
for the above purpose, in which case he shall be enrolled accordingly; 
and any militia man removing out of the bounds of one company into 
another, shall apply to the commanding officer of the company to which 
he did belong, who shall give him a discharge, certifying the class where
in he was arranged, and whether he had pe~formed his tour of duty or 
not, and also the time and date of such service, which certificate the 
said militia man shall produce to the captain or commanding officer of 
the company into whose bounds he shall so have removed, within ten 
days after his settlement, and such officer is hereby required to enrol him 
in the numerical class specified therein, and every militia man so re
moving, and failing to produce such certificate, shall be arranged and 
enrolled in the class destined to perform the next tour of duty; and if 
any captain or commanding officer of a company shall refuse to grant 
such certificate upon application to him made for that purpose, he shall 
for such refusal, incur a penalty of thirty dollars, to be assessed and 
applied as other fines imposed by this act. 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That each and every officer ap
pointed, or who may hereafter be appointed, and commissioned, in 
manner aforesaid, shall, previous to entering on the execution of his 
office, take the following oath, (to be administered by a justice of the 
peace, or the court of the county in which such officer resides) to wit: 
"I do swear that I will support the constitution of the 
United States, and faithfully discharge the duties of in 
the of the militia of the district of Columbia, to the 
best of my skill and judgment; so help me God." If the said oath be 
administered by a justice of the peace, it shall be his duty to certify the 
same to the court of his respective county, there to be entered of record 
by the clerk. 

SEc. 0. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the commanding officers of 
companies shall enrol every able-bodied white male, between the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five years, ( except such as are exempt from mili
tary duty by the laws of the United States) resident within his district; 
and that in all cases of doubt, respecting the age of any person enrolled 
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or intended to be enrolled in any company, the party questioned shall 
prove his age to the satisfaction of the legionary court of inquiry, within 
whose bounds he may reside; and it shall at all times hereafter be the 
duty of every such _captain or commanding officer of a company, to 
enrol every such white male, as aforesaid, and all those who shall, from 
time to time, arrive at the age of eighteen years, or being of the age of 
eighteen years, and under the age of forty-five years, ( except as before 
excepted,) shall come to reside within his bounds, and shall, without de
lay, notify such person of the said enrolment, by a proper non-commis
sioned officer, by whom such notice may be proved. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States, upon complaint for misconduct, lodged with the department of 
war, in writing, by any one or more commissioned officers, may at his 
discretion cause to be arrested, any major-general or brigadier-general, 
and order a court martial to be composed of all the other general offi
cers, field officers, and captains, or so many of them (having regard to 
seniority) as shall amount to thirteen, in the militia of the territory; 
which court martial shall proceed in the same way, and under the same 
restrictions, as is hereafter provided for the trial of field officers. And 
any major-general or brigadier-general, for misconduct within their own 
knowledge, or upon complaint lodged in writing, by any commissioned 
officer, shall have power to arrest any lieutenant-colonel commandant, 
aid-de-camp, brigade inspector, and major, or any other inferior officer; 
and the commanding officer of the division or brigade, shall order a 
court martial, for the trial of such lieutenant-colonel commandant, aid
de-camp, brigade inspector, to be composed of one brigadier-general, 
and as many lieutenant-colonel commandants, majors, and captains, as 
shall make up a number not less than thirteen; and such courts martial 
shall proceed to hear and determine on all offences under this act, and 
may censure or cashier such officer; which sentence shall be final, 
when approved by the President of the United States. And any briga
dier-general, lieutenant-colonel commandant, or major, for misconduct 
in any captain or subaltern, within his own knowledge, or upon com
plaint lodged in writing, by any commissioned officer, may arrest such 
captain or subaltern; and the brigadier or commanding officer of the 
brigade, shall order a brigade court martial, for the trial of such captain 
or subaltern, to be composed of one or more field officers, and a suffi
cient number of captains and subalterns, to make up a number not 
less than thirteen; and such courts martial shall proceed to hear and 
determine on all offences under this ac,t, and may censure or cashier 
any officer so tried; which sentence shall be final, when approved by 
the President of the United States. And for obtaining the necessary 
evidences for the trials aforesaid, the President of the United States, or 
the presidin()' officer of the court martial, ( as the case may be) shall issue 
his summon~es; and every person so summoned, failing to attend and 
to give evidence, shall be subject to, and may be tried by a court martial; 
and if an officer, may at the discretion of a court martial, be c~shiered, 
or fined, not exceeding six months pay, as by law allowed; and 1f a non
commissioned officer, or soldier, or a person not enrolled, to be reported 
to the court of inquiry of the regiment, or legion, to which he shall be
long, or within whose bounds he shall_ reside, aud ~e ~hen subject to 
such fines and penalties as they may thmk proper to mfhct, not exceed
ing forty dollars. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That there shall be battalion cour.ts 
of inquiry, to be appointed by the commandin~ office: of the battal_ion, 
for the assessment of fines incurred under this act, m such battalion; 
and snch courts of inquiry shall be held in the months of May, August, 
and November, in each year, at some convenient place within the county, 
to consist of the commanding officer of the battalion, and the command-
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ing officers of companies, which shall belong, or to be attached to such 
battalion, or a majority of them, who shall take the following oath, to 
be administered by the presiding officer, and afterwards by any other 
officer of the court, to him. "I will truly and faithfully 
inquire into all delinquencies which appear on the returns, io be laid 
before me, and will assess the fines thereon, as shall seem just, without 
favour, partiality, or affection, so help me God." The presiding officer 
shall then lay before the said court, all the delinquencies, as directed by 
law, whereupon, they shall proceed to hear and determine. And there 
shall, moreover, be legionary courts of inquiry, for the assessment of 
fines incurred by the officers of the legion, and for other duties, required 
by this act, such courts of inquiry shall be held by the appointment of 
the commanding officer of the legion, in not less than ten, and not more 
than twenty days, after the battalion courts of inquiry, in every year; 
and moreover, one legionary court extraordinary, shall be, in like man
ner appointed, and held, during the month of March, in the present 
year, for the purpose of appointing the company musters of the year, 
and for appointing a clerk, provost marshal, and collector, as herein after 
directed, and for other duties, by this act prescribed; the said legionary 
courts of inquiry to consist of the commanding officers of the legion, 
battalions, and companies, or a majority of them, who shall take an oath, 
in manner and form, as prescribed above; the commanding officer of 
the legion shall then Jay before the said court, all delinquencies, directed 
by law, whereupon they shall proceed to hear and determine. It shall 
be the duty of the presiding officer, of every such court of inquiry, to 
return to the next legionary court of inquiry, all delinquent officers, 
failing to attend the preceding court, to be proceeded against according 
to law. The legionary court of inquiry may, for good cause shown, 
remit any fine imposed by the battalion court last preceding; the said 
court may also exempt any militia man from duty, on account of bodily 
infirmity, and may again direct such person to be enrolled, when able 
to do duty. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the respective legionary 
courts of inquiry, shall annually appoint by ballot, a clerk, and provost 
marshal, who shall attend the courts herein before directed to be held ; 
the clerk shall keep a fair record of the proceedings of such courts, as 
also of the roster returned by the several captains or commanding offi
cers of companies, for regular routine of duty, and shall make out for the 
collector, a fair list of all the fines assessed by the legionary and batta
lion courts, and one other list which shall be retained by the clerk, on 
which list the collector's receipts shall be taken : the said lists shall be 
made out and delivered to the collector in fifteen days after each legion
ary court of inquiry, and shall perform all ofher duties required by this 
act, and together with the provost marshal, shall receive such allowance, 
to be paid out of the fines, l\S the legionary court shall think reasonable. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That all fines incurred under the 
act of Congress, passed at their last session, empowering the President 
to organize the militia of the district of Columbia, and not then returned 
to the officers thereby authorized to collect the same, shall be returned 
to the first legionary court of inquiry which shall be held in the respec
tive counties, to be by them proceeded with as in the case of fines by 
this act assessed. 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a muster 
of each troop of cavalry and company of militia, comprehending the 
companies made up by voluntary enrolment, once in every month, except 
the months of January, February, March, May, October, and December, 
in each year, to be appointed by the respective legionary courts of in
quiry, at such places as may be deemed most convenient within the 
county, and that the time and place for the musters aforesaid, shall be 
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fixed by the first legionary court of inquiry, which is held next after the 
passing of this act, subject to such changes as future legionary courts of 
inquiry may think proper; and there shall be a muster for exercise and 
inspection of each battalion, in the month of May, in every year, to be 
appointed by the commanding officer of the brigade, to which such bat
talions respectively belong, at such places as he may think proper within 
the county. There shall also be a muster of each legion in the month 
of October, in each year, to be appointed by the commanding officer 
of the brigade, to which such legion belongs, at such place as he may 
think most convenient within the legionary district; which said com
pany, battalion, and legionary musters, sh(lll continue one day, and no 
longer; the time and pince of such legionary, company, and battalion 
musters, shall be notified to the commanding officers of legions, thirty 
days previous thereto; the commanding officers of legions shall give 
notice to the commanding officers of battalions, of such brigade, legion
ary, companies, and battalion musters, at least twenty days; the com
manding officers of battalions, to the commanding officers of companies, 
at least fifteen days; and the commanding officers of companies to their 
sergeants, at least ten days; and the sergeants to each person in his 
company, at least three days before such musters, respectively; the 
notices tQ be given by the commanding officers of brigades, legions, 
battalions, and companies shall be in writing, delivered to each person 
to be notified, or left at his usual place of abode, and every sergeant 
failing to give notice, agreeably to the orders of the commanding officer 
of his company, to each person therein, shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every offence, five dollars, to be assessed and recovered as other 
fines imposed by this act, nevertheless all notices publicly given by the 
commanding officers of companies, at their respective musters of any 
subseq11ent muster, shall be held and deemed as legal notice, as to all 
persons present at such musters. Every officer and soldier shall appear 
at his respective muster field, on the day appointed, by ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, armed and equipped. At every muster, the commanding 
officer of the company shall cause his roll to be called, and shall examine 
every person belonging thereto, and note down all delinquencies accru
ing therein, and shall personally inspect the arms, ammunition, and 
accoutrements, of all under his command, and make accurate return of 
the whole thereof, to the commanding officer of his battalion, in five 
days thereafter; and moreover, it shall be the duty of the commanding 
officers of companies, to have their companies respectively prepared, at 
the battalion musters, for inspection, by means of returns, the forms of 
which, to be furnished them by the brigade inspector, through the com
manding officers of the legion and battalion, to which they respectively 
belong, which returns shall be filed, ready to be delivered to the inspec
tor, as he shall commence the inspection of each company. And the 
commanding officers of legions and battalions shall, at their respective 
legionary and battalion musters, ( as the case may be) take notice of all 
delinquent officers, and shall lay the same, together with returns of de
linquencies, from the commanding officers of companies, before the 
courts of inquiry, appointed under this act to take cognizance of, and 
determine on them : and to each of the said returns, shall be annexed 
the followincr certificate, to wit: " I do certify, that 
the returns hereunto annexed, contain all the delinquencies which have 
occurred since my last return, having duly examined the same." 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That every commanding officer 
of a company shall, within five days after every battalion and legionary 
muster, make up and report to the commanding officer of his battalion, 
a return of his company, in such manner and form as shall be furnished 
by the adjutant, from time to time; it shall be the duty of commanding 
officers of battalions, to make like returns to the commanding officers 
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of legions, within five days thereafter, who shall cause the adjutant of 
his legion to make legionary returns to the brigade inspector, within ten 
days thereafter. . 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlter enacted, That each captam or commanding 
officer of a company, shall appoint to his company, four sergeants, four 
corporals, a drummer, and fifer, to be approved of by the commanding 
officer of his battalion : the appointment of such non-commissioned 
officers to be evidenced by warrant under the hand of the commanding 
officer of the battalion; and if any person so appointed and approved 
of, and having accepted, shall refuse or neglect to take upon him the 
duties of his appointment, or shall neglect or refuse to obey the orders 
of his superior officer, he shall for each offence forfeit and pay a sum, 
at the discretion of the court of inquiry, not exceeding ten dollars, to 
be assessed and applied as other fines imposed hy this act; and the com
manding officers of battalions shall have power to reduce to the ranks 
any non-commissioned officer, whom, on complaint made, and due notice 
given, he shall find guilty of misconduct, or neglect of duty. 

SEC. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That the commissioned officers 
of the several legions, shall meet once in every year, within their respec
tive legionary districts, for the purpose of being trained and instructed 
by the brigade inspector; the days and places of meeting to be fixed 
on by the commanding officer of the brigade to which the legions 
belong; the officers thus assembled, shall each continue three days, and 
no longer; every time they are so called out, the eldest officer present 
shall call the roll on each day, and report the delinquencies to the suc
ceeding legionary court of inquiry, and every officer failing to attend 
such meeting, on being summoned, not having a reasonable excuse, to 
be adjudged of by the court of inquiry, shall forfeit and pay, for each 
day he shall fail so to attend, ten dollars, to be appropriated as other 
fines are hy this act. 

SEC. 15. And be it furtlier enacted, That any officer who shall be 
guilty of disobedience, or other misbehaviour, when on duty, or shall 
at any time be guilty of any conduct, unbecoming the character of an 
officer, shall be put under arrest by his commanding officer, and tried 
as by this act is directed. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any non-commissioned 
officer or soldier, shall behave himself disobediently, or mutinously, when 
on duty, or before any court or board, directed by this act to be held, or 
shall leave the ranks without permission of his officer, on any occasion 
of parading the company to which he belongs, or appear drunk, or use 
any reproachful or abusive language to his officers, or any of them, or 
shall quarrel himself, or promote any quarrel among his fellow soldiers, 
the court or board may confine him for the day, or he shall be disarmed 
and put under guard, by order of the commanding officer present, until 
the company is dismissed, as tlrn case may be. And he shall moreover, 
be fined at the discretion of the court of inquiry, in any sum not ex
ceeding ten dollars, nor less than one dollar, to be appropriated as other 
fines imposed by this act. 

SEc. 17. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any bystander shall inter
rupt, molest, or insult any officer or soldier, while on duty at any muster, 
or shall be guilty of like conduct before any court or board, the com
manding officer, or such court or board, may cause him to be confined 
for the day. And that the commanding officer of each brigade, legion, 
battalion, or company, shall have power to fix certain limits to their re
spective parades, within which no spectator or bystander shall enter, 
without permission from the commanding officer, and if any person shall 
intrude or offend, he shall be liable to be confined during the day, in 
such manner as the commanding officer shall direct. 

SEc. 18. And be it furtlter enacted, That all commissioned officers 
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are required to appear in full uniform when on duty, and on failure, 
shall forfeit and pay five dollars for each offence, to be assessed and 
appropriated as other fines imposed by this act. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That a brigade inspector, to act 
as brigade major, and be commissioned with the rank of major, shall be 
appointed by the President of the United States; and the lieutenant
colonel commandants are hereby authorized to appoint a legionary staff, 
to consist of one adjutant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, to be taken 
from the officers of the line, and one surgeon, one surgeon's mate, and 
also, one sergeant major, one quartermaster''s sergeant, one drum major, 
and one fife major, which appointments shall be evidenced by warrants 
under the hand of the lieqtenant-colonel commandant, and it shall be 
the duty of the brigade inspector, to attend the brigadier-general when 
required to receive and execute all orders necessary to carry into effect 
the provisions of this law, and to attend the annual training of the 
officers, and at the several legionary and battalion musters, and he shall 
inspect the several battalions belonging to his brigade, to their respec
tive musters, and he shall take an accurate account, from personal 
inspection, of the quality of the arms and accoutrements, and whether 
the same are fit or unfit for service, and shall ascertain with precision 
the bores of muskets; and shall make annual returns in the month of 
June, of each year, of the state of the militia of the brigade to which he 
belongs, to the commanding officer of the brigade, to be by him reported 
to the President of the United States, and upon refusal or neglect, he 
shall be subject to a fine of thirty dollars, unless he can make a reason
able excuse to the commanding officer of the brigade. And it shall be 
the duty of the adjutant to attend and execute the orders of the com
manding officer of his legion, necessary to carry into effect the provisions 
of this law, and to attend the legionary and battalion musters, as also 
the meeting of the officers within his legion, and upon refusal or neglect, 
he shall be subject to a fine not exceeding fifteen dollars, nor less than 
five dollars, at the discretion of the legionary court of inquiry, unless he 
can make a reasonable excuse to the commanding officer of his legion; 
and it shall further be the duty of the adjutant to assist generally in the 
necessary training of the militia, and he, together with the brigade 
inspector, shall be allowed such compensation as the legionary courts 
of inquiry may, from time to time, think reasonable, to be paid out of 
the funds arising from fines. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That the following forfeitures 
and penalties shall be incurred for delinquencies, viz. By a lieutenant
colonel commandant, or commanding officer of a legion, for failing to 
take an oath to summon any court or board, or failing to give notice of 
a brigade, legionary or battalion muster; to report delinquencies, to make 
returns of his legion, shall for each and every such offence or neglect, 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding seventy dollars; for failing to send 
into service any militia legally called for, three hundred dollars. By a 
major, for failing to take an oath, to attend any court or board, to give 
notice of any brigade, legionary, or battalion muster, to examine his 
battalion, to report delinquencies, or to make any return, he shall forfeit 
and pay for each offence and neglect, a sum not exceeding thirty dollars; 
for failing to call forth his battalion with due despatch, any detachment 
of men or officers as shall be required from time to time by the com
manding officer of his legion, or any call from the President of the 
United States, one hundred and fifty dollars. By a captain for failing 
to take an oath, to attend any court, to enrol his men, to give notice of 
a brigade, legionary, or battalion muster, to attend any muster armed 
to cause his roll to be called, examine his company and report delin
quencies, or to allot his company into divisions, from one to ten, for a 
regular routine of duty, or to make any return as directed by this act, he 
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shall forfeit and pay for each and every offence and neglect, a sum not 
exceeding twenty dollars; failing to call forth such officers and men, as 
shall from time to time be legally called from his company, upon any 
call from the President of the United States, or failing on such occasions 
to repair to the place of rendezvous, he shall forfeit and pay seventy-five 
dollars. By a subaltern officer, for failing to take an oath, to attend any 
court or muster, armed as directed, for each and every such offence he shall 
forfeit and pay a sum, at the discretion of the court of inquiry, not 
exceeding ten dollars; failing to repair ti) the place of rendezvous, 
armed as required, when ordered upon any call from the President, he 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars, to be adjudged of and determined by 
the respective legionary courts of inquiry. By a non-commissioned 
officer or soldier, for failing to repair to his rendezvous when ordered 
upon any call from the President, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding fifty dollars, to be adjudged of and determined by the respec
tive battalion courtd of inquiry, and moreover shall be enrolled in the 
class destined to perform the next tour of duty: all officers failing as 
before mentioned, shall be subject to be arrested, tried, censured, or 
cashiered, at the discretion of the battalion courts of inquiry. Any 
non-commissioned officer or soldier failing to attend at his brigade, 
legionary, battalion, or company muster, armed and equipped as the law 
directs, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than seventy-five cents, nor 
more than five dollars, at the discretion of the battalion courts of inquiry. 
If any non-commissioned ollicer or private shall be returned as a delin
quent in not appearing, armed and accoutred as the law directs, the 
court of inquiry before whom the same shall be tried, may, if it appear 
reasonable, remit the fine incurred by him, provided every such delin
quent shall make it appear that he was unable to procure the legal equip
ment. Any private at or near the muster ground at any legionary, 
battalion, or company muster, who shall refuse or neglect to go into the 
ranks when re,p1ired, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars. 

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That the fines and penalties 
incurred by infants and apprentices, for the breach or neglect of their 
duty, in any particular service, by law required of them, shall be paid 
by the parent, guardian or master. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That the legionary court of 
inquiry shall, at their first meeting in each year, appoint by ballot, a 
collector, who shall proceed to collect all fines assessed by virtue of this 
act, as also, all fines incurred under the act of Congress, at their last 
session, empowering the President to organize the militia of the district 
of Columbia, not previously sent out for collection, upon a list thereof, 
certified by the clerk of the court of inquiry, and delivered to him in 
sixteen days after each legionary court of inquiry, who shall give his 
receipt therefor, and having deducted a commission of six per centum, 
shall account for, and pay the residue into the hands of the paymaster, 
in three months thereafter, and in case of default, to be recovered 
against the collector, by motion, in any court of record within said dis
trict, ten days notice of such motion being given to the collector, at the 
first legionary or regimental court of inquiry, after the time before 
limited, for accounting and paying to the paymaster as aforesaid, the 
fines collected by the collector, he shall make return, and report to said 
court of inquiry, of such fines as cannot be collected, by reason of the 
insolvency or want of effects of the delinquent or delinquents; and if 
the said collector shall fail to account for, and pay into the hands of the 
paymaster as aforesaid, in the time limited as aforesaid, all the residue 
of the fines by him collected as aforesaid, the whole amount of such 
fines, including his commission, shall be recovered against him, by mo
tion, in any court of record within this district, ten days previous notice 
of such motion being given to said collector, and if such collector shall 
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fail to make return and _report as aforesaid, of such fines as he shall be 
unable to collect by reason of the causes aforesaid, or shall make a false 
return and report of the same, the whole amount of the same shall be 
recovered of said collector, in like manner as if he had actually collected 
the same. And should any person so charged with fines, fail to make 
payment when called on, the collector is hereby authorized to make 
distress and sale therefor. The collector shall immediately after his 
appointment, and before he shall proceed to his collection, give bond and 
security for the faithful performance of his duty, in such penalty as the 
court of inquiry may think proper. 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That the fines thus paid into the 
hands of the paymaster by virtue of this act, shall be held as a fund for 
defraying the salaries of the officers and other persons herein mentioned, 
and the maintenance and instruction, and pay of musicians, and of 
equipping and furnishing the militia with standards and musical instru
ments, and uniforms in certain cases, with every other thing necessary; 
to be adjudged and determined by the legionary courts of inquiry, and 
all accounts passed by the said court, and certified by the lieutenant
colonel commandant, shall be sufficient to authorize the paymaster to 
pay the same; the paymaster shall keep a regular account of all monies 
received and disbursed by him on account of the legion, and shall once 
in every three months, render his accounts, and settle with the court of 
inquiry. The paymaster shall gi1'e bond and security, to be approved 
of by the court of inquiry, for the faithful performance of his duty, and 
shall be subject to the same mode of recovery for delinquency as is herein 
prescribed in the case of a delinquent collector, and shall be allowed a 
c9mmission of two and an half per centum on the several sums by him 
disbursed, 

SEc. :24. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the President of the United 
States be authorized and empowered, on an invasion, or insun·ection, 
or probable prospect thereof, to call forth such a number of militia, and 
from such county, and in such a manner, whether by routine of duty or 
otherwise, as he may deem proper ; and for the accommodation, equip
ment and support of the militia, so at any time to be called forth, the 
President of the United States may appoint such quartermasters, com
missaries, and other staff, as to him shall seem proper, and to fix their 
pay and allowances, and shall also take such measures for procuring, 
transporting and issuing all orders which may be necessary, Orders for 
the militia to be called forth as aforesaid, shall be sent to the command
incr officer of the district of Columbia, with a notification of the place or 
pl;ces of rendezvous, who shall immediately take measures for detaching 
the same, with the necessary number and ranks of officers, by detail 
and rotation of duty or otherwise, as he may be ordered. Whenever 
any militia shall be called forth into actual service as aforesaid, they 
shall be governed by the articles of war, which govern the troops of the 
United States. And courts martial shall be held as therein are directed, 
to be composed of militia officers only, for the trial of any person, in the 
militia, but to the cashiering of any officer, or capital punishment of 
any person, the approbation of the President of the United States shall 
be necessary; and when any militia shall be in actual service, they shall 
be allowed the same pay and rations as are allowed by law to the militia 
of the United States. If a sudden invasion shall be made into either 
county in this district, or in case of an insurrection in either county, the 
commandina- officer of the militia of the district, or of such county, is 
hereby auth~rized and required to order out the whole or such part of 
the militia, as he may think necessary, and in such manner as he may 
think best, for repelling or suppressing such invasion or insurrection; 
and shall call on the commanding officers of the adjacent counties for 
such aid as he may think necessary, who shall forthwith and in like 
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manner furnish the same; and in the event of any militia ordered o~t 
by the commanding officer of a county, or of the district as herein 
authorized, such officer shall immediately notify the same, and the cause 
thereof, to the commanding officer of the district, or to the President of 
the United States, as the case may require. 

SEC. 25. And be it furtlier enacted, That all arms, ammunition, and 
equipments of militia, shall be exempted from executions :.md distress at 
all times, and their persons from arrests and process in civil cases, while 
going to, continuing at, or returning from musters, and while in actual 
service. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlter enacted, That the brigadier-generals are 
hereby empowered and authorized to employ some person within their 
respective districts, to convey all orders from them to the commanding 
officers of corps, respecting the militia of the district of Columbia, who 
shall be exempt from all other militia duty, and shall receive such com
pensation, as the legionary court of inquiry, in which district such orders 
may from time to time be delivered, shall think proper, on his producing 
to the court a certificate of his having discharged the said services. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That all non-commissioned 
officers and privates, belonging to battalion companies, shall appear 
while on duty, uniformly clothed, the colour and fashion of which uni
forms to be determined on for the respective legions, by the first legionary 
courts of inquiry which shall be held, and to be approved of by the briga
dier-general, provided the expense of the same, additional to that of 
usual, ordinary, and cheap clothing, does not exceed five dollars for each 
person; and every such non-commissioned officer, or drummer, or fifer, 
or private, appearing at any muster held after three months from the 
time that such uniforms shall have been determined on, and the order 
relative thereto shall have been published, in some newspaper within the 
legionaty district, and not wearing the same, shall be fined five dollars 
for each offence; unless he can make it appear to the satisfaction of the 
court of inquiry of the battalion to which he may belong, that he was 
unable to equip himself. 

SEc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the respective courts of 
inquiry shall have power to cause to be bound for a term of years, to the 
se\·eral commandants of companies, battalions, and legions, and their 
successors in office, as the case may require, such number of boys and 
young men, with the consent of their parent or other person authorized, 
as they in their discretion may deem proper, for the purpose of being 
instructed in the different branches of military music, and of serving as 
musicians when they may be competent thereto, to the several companies, 
battalions, and legions; and the father of any youth who may be so 
bound, otherwise subject to be enrolled, shall be exempt from all duty 
in the militia, so long as his son so bound may continue to serve in the 
corps to which he would otherwise belong, as well during bis apprentice
ship as thereafter; and the several legionary courts of inquiry shall 
make provision from time to time for the clothing, maintenance, and the 
properly instructing all such youths, to be paid from the fund arisino
from the fines imposed by this act; and the commandinrr officers of 
legions, shall cause the drummers and fifers and other musi~ians of their 
respective legions, to meet at the same times and places that commis
sione~ office~s are required to meet, for the purpose of being trained by 
the bngade mspector, or other officer, there to be instructed_ in their 
respective branches of music, for which purpose the commanding officer 
of the legion may employ such person or persons as he may think pro
per and capable to instruct such drummers and fifers, and other musi• 
cia~s. The person so to be employe? by the commanding officer of the 
legion, to b~ allowed such compensat10n as the legionary court of inquiry 
may authorize, and each drummer and fifer, and other musician, unless 
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an apprentice, shall be allowed during the time they are convened, one 
dollar per day, to be _paid out of the funds arising from fines. 

SEc. 529. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War shall 
cause a sufficient number of copies of this law, together with the act of 
Congress, more effectually to provide for the national defence, by estab
lishing an uniform militia throughout the United States; and the act of 
Congress for calling forth the militia to execute the Jaws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions; and the articles of war; to 
be printed and distributed throughout the territory of Columbia, so that 
every general and field officer therein, and every brigade inspector, and 
captain, be furnished with one copy each. 

ArrnovED, March 3, 1803. 

CnAP, XXI.-.Bn .I.let in addition to, and in modification ef, the proposition.~ con
tained in the act intitttled "..in act to enable the people of the Eastern division 
ef the terriloi·y northwest ef the rivci· Ohio, to form a Con.~titutirm and state 
government, and fm· tl,e admission ef sue!, state into the Union, 011 an equal 
footing with the original Stales, and for ollwr purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives ef tlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the following several 
tracts of land in the state of Ohio, be, and the same are hereby appro
priated for the use of schools in that state, and shall, together with all 
the tracts of land heretofore appropriated for that purpose, be vested in 
the legislature of that state, in trust for the use aforesaid, and for no 
other use, intent pr purpose whatever, that is to say: 

First-The following quarter townships in that tract commonly called 
the "United States military tract," for the use of schools within the 
same, viz. the first quarter of the third township in the first range, the 
first quarter of the first township in the fourth range, the fourth quarter 
of the first township and the third quarter of the fifth township in the 
fifth range, the second quarter of the third township in the sixth range, 
the fonrth quarter of the second township in the seventh range, the third 
quarter of the third township in the eighth range, the fir~t quarter of the 
first township and the first quarter of the third township in the ninth 
range, the third of the first township in the tenth range, the first and 
fourth quarters of the third township in the eleventh range, the fourth 
quarter of the fourth township in the twelfth range, the second and third 
quarters of the fourth township in the fifteenth range, the third quarter 
of the seventh township in the sixteenth range, and the first quarter of 
the sixth township and third quarter of the seventh township in the 
eighteenth range, being the one thirty-sixth part of the estimated whole 
amount of lands within that tract. 

Secondly-The following quarter townships in the same tract for the 
use of schools in that tract commonly called the Connecticut reserve, 
viz. the third quarter of the ninth township and the fourth quarter of 
the tenth township in the first range, the first and second quarters of the 
ninth township in the second range, the second and third quarters of the 
ninth township in the third range, the first quarter of the ninth township 
and the fourth quarter of the tenth township in the fourth range, the first 
quarter of the ninth township in the fifth range, the first and fourth 
quarters of the ninth township in the sixth range, the first and third 
quarters of the ninth township in the seventh range, and the fourth 
quarter of the ninth township in the eighth range. 

T!tirdly-So much of that tract, commonly ~alled the "Virginia 
military reservation," as will amount to one tlmty-s1xth part of the whole 
tract for the use of schools within the same, and to be i;elected by the 
Jegisiature of the state of Ohio, out of the unlo~a~e~ lands in that tract 
after the warrants issued from the state of V1rgmia shall have been 
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satisfied; it being however understood, that the donation is not to ex
ceed the whole amount of the above-mentioned residue of such unlocated 
lands, even if it shall fall short of one thirty-sixth part of the said tract. 

Fourthly-One thirty-sixth part of all the lands of the United States 
lying in the state of Ohio, to which the Indian title has not been ex
tinguished, which may hereafter be purchased of the Indian tribes by 
the United States, which thirty-sixth part shall consist of the section No. 
sixteen, in each township, if the said lands shall be surveyed in town
ships of six miles square, and shall, if the lands be surveyed in a differ. 
ent manner, be designated by lots. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall, from time to time, and whene\·er the quarterly accounts of 
the receivers of public monies of the several land-offices shall be settled, 
pay three per cent. of the nett proceeds of the lands of the United States, 
lying within the state of Ohio, which since the thirtieth day of June last 
have been, or hereafter may be sold by the United States, after deduct
ing all expenses incidental to the same, to such person or persons as may 
be authorized by the legislature of the said state to receive the same, 
which sums thus paid, shall be applied to the laying out, opening and 
making roads within the said state, and to no other purpose whatever; 
and an annual account of the application of the same shall be trans
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, by such officer of the state as 
the legislature thereof shall direct : and it is hereby declared, that the 
payments thus to be made, as well as the several appropriations for 
schools made by the preceding section, are in conformity with, and in 
consideration of the conditions agreed on by the state of Ohio, by the 
ordinance of the convention of the said state, bearing date the twenty
ninth day of November last. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sections of land hereto
fore promised for the use of schools, in lieu of such of the sections, No. 
16, as have been otherwise disposed of, shall be selected by the Secre
tary of the Treasury, out of the unappropriated reserved sections in the 
most contiguous townships. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That one complete township in 
the state of Ohio, and district of Cincinnati, or so much of any one 
complete township within the same, as may then remain unsold, together 
with as many adjoining sections as shall have been sold in the said 
township, so as to make in the whole thirty-six sections, to be located 
under the direction of the legislature of the said state, on or before the 
first day of October next, with the register of the land-office of Cincin
nati, be, and the same is hereby vested in the legislature of the state of 
Ohio, for the purpose of establishing an academy, in lieu of the township 
already granted for the same purpose, by virtue of the act intituled "An 
act authorizing the grant and conveyance of certain lands to John 
Cleves Symmes, and his associates: Provided, however, that the same 
shall revert to the United States, if, within five years after the passing of 
this act, a township shall have been secured for the said purpose, within 
the boundary of the patent granted by virtue of the above-mentioned 
act, to John Cleves Symmes, and his associates. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the attorney-general for the 
time being, be directed and authorized to locate and accept from the 
said John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, any one complete town• 
ship within the boundaries of the said patent, so as to secure the same 
for the purpose of establishing an academy, in conformity to the provi
sions of the said patent, and in case of non-compliance, to take, or direct 
to be taken, such measures as will compel an execution of the trust: 
Provided, however, that John Cleves Symmes and his associates shall be 
released from the said trust, and the said township shall vest in them, or 
any of them, in fee simple, upon payment into the treasury of the United 
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States, of fifteen thousand three hundred and sixty dollars, with interest 
from the date of the above-mentioned patent, to the day of such pay
ment. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXIII.-An Act concerning the insurance ef buildings, goods and furni
ture, in the county ef Alexandria, in the territory ef Columbia. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the two incor
porated bodies of the state of Virginia, the one known by the name of 
"The Mutual Assurance Society against fire on buildings, in the state 
of Virginia;" the other called "A Mutual Insurance Company against 
fire, on goods and furniture, in the state of Virginia," or either of them 
hereafter making insurances on buildings, goods or furniture, situated in 
the county of Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, according to the 
laws, rules and regulations, by which the said societies are or may be 
respectively governed in their insurances in that state, may have the 
same right and mode of recovery, in the circuit court of the county of 
Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, against any person so insuring 
his building, furniture, or property, as the case may be, situated in the 
county aforesaid, with either of the said societies, which might have 
been had against him or her, if the person so insuring was resident, and 
the building, furniture, or property, so insured, was situated in the state 
of Virginia. 

APPROVED, Match 3, 1803. 

CHAP, XXIV.-An .!Jct making appropriations for the Militar.1/ establishment of 
the United States, in the year one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the several 
expenses of the military establishment of the United States, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and three; for the Indian department, and 
for the erection of fortifications, the following sums be, and the same 
hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army of the United States, two hundred and ninety
nine thousand one hundred and twenty-four dollars. 

For forage, four thousand and fifty-six dollars; 
For the subsistence of the officers of the army and the corps of 

engineers, twenty-nine thousand and eighty-six dollars and eighty-five 
cents. 

For the subsistence of non-commissioned officers and privates, one 
hundred and fifty-four thousand five hundred and forty dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For clothing, fifty-six thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, eight thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, ten thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools, and transportation, and contingent 

expenses, fifty-eight thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, one hundred 

and nine thousand six hundred and ninety-six dollars and eighty-eight 
cents. 

For the Indian department, seventy-three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For purchasing maps, plans, books and instruments for the depart
ment of war and the military academy, two thousand dollars. 

For postage on letters on public service to and from the offices of 
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Specific ap- the adjutant and inspector and paymaster of the army, four thousand 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars, including any unexpended balance of former appro
priations for the same object, be, and the same_ herebf is appropriated 
fur defraying the expense of any treaty or treaties which may be held 
with the Indians : Provided, that the compensation to be allowed to 
any commissioner appointed or who may be appointed, for negotiating 
such treaties shall not exceed, exclusive of travelling expenses, the rate 
of eight dollars per day during the actual service of such commissioner. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged, first out of any balance 
remaining unexpended of former appropr~ati~ns for the same- objects 
respectively, and secondly, out of any momes m the treasury not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXV.-A11 .!I.ct for erecting a Lighthouse at the entrance of Penobscot Bay, 
01· any ollter place in its vicinity, t!tat may be deemed preferable by /1,e &crelary 
of the Treasury. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That as soon as a cession shall 
be made by the state of Massachusetts to the United States, of the juris
diction over the land proper for the purpose, the Secretary of the Trea
sury be; and he is hereby authorized to purchase so much land as may 
be necessary, and provide by contract, to be approved by the President 
of the United States, for building a lighthouse on Whitehead at the 
entrance of Penobscot bay, or any place in its vicinity, that may be 
deemed preferable by the Secretary of the Treasury, and to furnish the 
same with all necessary supplies; and also, to agree for the salaries or 
wages of the persons who may be appointed by the President for the 
superintendence and care of the same; and that the President be 
authorized to make the said appointments. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated and 
paid out of the monies arising from imports and tonnage, the sum of 
seven thousand dollars for the purpose of erecting the lighthouse as 
aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CuAr. XXVI.-.qn .!let lo make Beaufort and Passamaquoddy, ports of entry and 
delivery ; to make Easton and. Tiverton, ports qf delivery; and to aut!tcrrize tlte 
es!ablisltment of a new collection district on Lake Ontario. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and liouse of Representatives of the United 
States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That from and after the last 
day of June next, a district shall be formed from the district of New
bern, in North Carolina, to be called the district of Beaufort, which 
shall include the town of Beaufort, and all the water and shore north 
and east of the said town, to Harbor Island, and all the water and shore 
south and west of the said town, to. Dog Island, inclusive. And the 
town of Beaufort shall be the sole port of entry and delivery for the said 
district; and a collector for the said port shall be appointed, to reside 
and keep his office at the said town of Beaufort, who shall be entitled 
to receive, in addition to the fees and other emoluments established by 
law, the annual salary of two hundred dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said 
thirtieth day of June, Easton, in the district of Oxford, in the state 
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of Maryland, and Tiverton, in the district of Newport, and state of 
Rhode Island, shall be ports of delivery, and a surveyor shall be appointed 
to each; each of whom shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the 
fees and emoluments already allowed by law, a salary of two hundred 
dollars per annum. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to establish, when it shall appear to him 
to be proper, in addition to the port of entry and delivery already 
established on Lake Ontario, one other port of entry and delivery on 
the said lake, or on the waters or rivers emptying therein, and to 
appoint a collector of the customs, to reside and keep an office thereat. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said thir
tieth day of June next, such place within the district of Passamaquoddy, 
in the state of Massachusetts, as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
direct, shall be a port of entry and delivery, (at which place the collector 
shall reside) as well for foreign as for vessels of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP.XXVII.-An.llclregulating the grants rf land, and providing fur ilte dis
posal ef tlte lands qf tlte United Stales, sout!t ef tlte state of Tennessce.(a) 

Be it enacted by tltc Senate and House ef Representatives of tltc United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person or persons, 
and the legal representatives of any person or persons, who were resident 
in the Mississippi territory on the twenty-seventh day of October, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and who had prior to 
that day obtained, either from the British government of West Florida 
or from the Spanish government, any warrant or order of survey for 
lands lying within the said territory, to which the Indian title had been 
extinguished, and which were on that day actually inhabited and culti-
vated by such person or persons, or for his or their use, shall be con-
firmed in their claims to such lands in the same manner as if their titles 
had been completed: Pronided, lwwei•cr, that no such incomplete title 
shall be confirmed, unless the person in whose name such warrant or 
order of survey had been granted, was at the time of its date either the 
head of a family, or above the age of twenty-one years. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to every person, or to the 
legal representative or representatives of every person who, being either 
the head of a family, or of twenty-one years of age, did on that day of 
the year seventeen hundred and ninety-seven, when the Mississippi 
territory was finally evacuated by the Spanish troops, actually inhabit 
and cultivate a tract of land in the said territory, not claimed by virtue 
either of the preceding section, or of any British grant, or of the articles 
of a<rreement and cession between the United States and the state of 
Geo;gia, the said tract of land thus inhabited and cultivated, shall be 
granted: Provided, ltowever, that not more than one tract shall be thus 
granted to any one person, and the same shall not contajn more than 
six hundred and forty acres: And provided also, that this donation shall 
not be made to any person who claims any other tract of land in the 
said territory by virtue of any British or Spanish grant, or order of survey. 

SEC, 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person, and the legal 
representatives of every person, who being the head o'. a fa':1ily, o~ abov_e 
the age of twenty-one years, doth at the tim? of passmg ~his act, ml~ab1t 
and cultivate a tract of land in the said terntory, not clanned by virtue 
of the preceding sections of this act, or of any British grant, or of the 

229 

verton, Rhode 
Island, ports of 
delivery. 

Surveyor to 
each. 

Salaries. 

Additional 
portofentryand 
delivery, on 
Lake Ontario. 

1799, ch. 2.2, 
sec. 5. 
With a collec. 

tor. 
Port of entry 

and delivery in 
Passamaquod
dy, l\Iassachu
setts. 

STATUTE II. 

March 3, 1803. 

Residents in 
the Mississippi 
territory, con~ 
firmed in thci, 
claims. 

Grants to in
habitants where 
the territory waM 
evacuated by 
the Spaniards. 

Limitations. 

Residents en
titled to a pre
ference as pm
chasers. 

-----
(a) Act of March 27 1804 chap. 61; act of March 2, 180:'.i, chap. 2-l; act of April 21, 1806, chap. 46 ;· 

act of March 3 .1807 'chap. '46 • act of January 19, !808, chap. 10; act of J\larch 3, 1815, chap. 87, sec. 
' ' ' f I I ~ 1<·3·i L • o· 4; act of May 8, 182.~, chap. !ZS, sec. '1; act o JI :trc 1 ~, ,, , , "'[j1" •sD. 



230 

Without in
terest on instal-
1nents. 

Two land.of
fices in the Mis
sissippi Territo
ry. 

Register and 
receiver of pub
lic money in 
each. 

Security. 

Claimants and 
residents to 
state their 
claims before 
the thirty-first 
of March, one 
thousand eight 
hundred and 
four. 

To be record
ed. 

Neglect there. 
of to bar their 
claims. 

Commission. 
crs appointed to 
settle tho 
claims. 

Their oath or 
affirmation. 

SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. IL (;H. 27. 180:l 

articles of agreement and cession above-mentioned, shall be entitled to 
a preference in becoming the purchaser from the United States, of such 
tract of land, at the price at which the other lands of the United States 
in the said territory, are by this act directed to be sold; and payment 
may be made therefor in the same manner, and under the same con
ditions, as directed by this act for such other lands: Provided, ltowever, 
that no interest shall be charged upon any of the instalments until they 
respectively become payable. . 

SEc. 4. And be it Jurtlter enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States within the Mississippi territory, two land-offices 
shall be established in the same, one at such place in the county of 
Adams, as shall be designated by the President of the United States, 
for the lands lying west of "Pearl river," sometimes called "half-way 
river;" and one at such place in the county of "\Vashington, as shall be 
designated by the President of the United States, for the lands lying 
east of Pearl river: and for each of the said offices, a register and 
receiver of public monies shall be appointed, who shall give security in 
the same manner, and in the same sums, and whose duties and authority 
shall in every respect be the same in relation to the lands which shall 
be disposed of at their offices, as are by law provided in relation to the 
registers and the receivers of public monies in the several offices 
established for the disposal of the lands of the United States, north of 
the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That every person claiming lands 
by virtue of any British grant, or of the three first sections of this act, 
or of the articles of agreement and cession between the United States 
and the state of Georgia, shall, before the last day of March in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and four, deliver to the register of the land
office, within whose district the land may be, a notice in writing, stating 
the nature and extent of his claims, together with a plot of the tract or 
tracts claimed, and shall also, on or before that day, deliver to the said 
register, for the purpose of being recorded, every grant, order of survey, 
deed, conveyance, or other written evidence of his claim, and the same 
shall be recorded by the said register, in books to be kept for that pur
pose, on receiving from the parties at the rate of twelve and a half cents, 
for every hundred words contained in such written evidence of their 
claim; and if such person shall neglect to deliver such notice in writing, 
of his claim, together with a plot as aforesaid, or cause to be recorded 
such written evidence of the same, all his right, so for as the same is 
derived from the above-mentioned articles of agreement, or from the 
three first sections of this act, shall become void, and for ever thereafter 
be barred ; nor shall any grant, order of survey, deed, conveyance, or 
other written evidence, which shall not be recorded as above directed, 
ever after be considered or admitted as evidence in any comt in the 
United States, against any grant derived from the United States. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the register of the land
office in Adams county, and two other persons who shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States alone, shall for the lands lying 
west of Pearl river, and the register of the land-office of Washington 
county, together with two other persons who shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States alone, shall for the lands lying east of 
Pearl river, respectively be commissioners, for the purpose of ascertain
ing the rights of persons claiming the benefit of the articles of agreement 
and cession between the United States and the state of Georgia, or of 
the three first sections of this act; and the said commissioners shall, 
previous to entering on the duties of their appointment, respectively 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, before some person 
qualified to administer the same: "I do solemnly swear 
( or affirm) that I will impartially exercise and discharge the duties im-
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posed upon me, by an act of Congress, intituled •An act regulating the 
grants of land and providing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the state of Tennessee,' to the best of my skill and 
judgment." And it shall be the duty of the said commissioners to 
meet in the county of Adams, and in Washington county aforesaid, 
respectively, on or before the first day of December next, and they shall 
not adjourn to any other place, or for a longer time than three days, 
until the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and four, and 
until they shall have completed the business of their appointment. And 
each board, or a majority of each board, shall, in their respective dis
tricts, have power to hear and decide iu a summary manner, all matters 
respecting such claims, also to administer oaths and examine witnesses, 
and such other testimony as may be adduced, and to determine thereon 
according to justice and equity; which determination, so far as relates 
to any rights derived from the articles of agreement above mentioned, 
or from the three first sections of this act, shall be final; and for the 
safe keeping of the papers and evidence produced and recording their 
proceedings, the said boards, respectively, shall have power to appoint a 
clerk, whose duty it shall be to euter in a book to be kept for that pur
pose, perfect and correct minutes of the proceedings, decisions, meetings 
and adjournments of the boards, together with the evidence on which 
such decisions are made; which books and papers,on the dissolution of 
the boards,shall be transmitted to, and lodged in the office of the Secre
tary of State; and on or before such clerk's entering on the duties of 
his office, he shall take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, 
to wit: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm as the case 
may be) that I will truly and faithfully enter and record all minutes, 
proceedings and decisions of the board of commissioners for the county 
of appointed under and by virtue of an act of the United 
States, intituled 'An act regulating the grants of land, and providing 
for the disposal of the lands of the United States, south of the state of 
Tennessee,' and well and faithfully do and perform all other acts and 
things in the said act pointed out as the duty of a clerk of the said 
board," which oath shall be entered on the minutes of the board; and 
when it shall appear to them that the claimant is entitled to a tract of 
land under the articles of agreement and cession with Georgia aforesaid, 
in virtue of a British or Spanish grant legally and fully executed, they 
shall give a certificate thereof, describing the tract of land and the grant, 
and stating that the claimant is confirmed in his title thereto by virtue 
of the said articles; which certificate, being recorded by the register of 
the land-office, whose duty it shall be to record the same in a book to be 
kept by him for that purpose, shall amount to a relinquishment for ever, 
on the part of the United States to any claim whatever to such tract of 
land: and when it shall appear to the said commissioners that the claim
ant is entitled to a tract of land by virtue of a settlement under the 
Bourbon act of Georgia, recognized in the said articles of agreement 
and cession, or of either of the two first sections of this act, they shall 
give a certificate thereof, stating the circumstances of the case, and that 
the claimant is entitled to receive a patent for such a tract of land by 
virtue of this act which certificate being duly entered with the register 
of the land-offic;, on or before the first day of January, eighteen hun
dred and five, shall entitle the party to a patent for the said tract, which 
shall issue in like manner as is provided by this act for the other lands 
of the United States, without the p,uty paying any thing therefor, except 
the surveying expenses and the fees of office. And w?en it shall. appear 
to the said commissioners that the claimant is entitled to a nght of 
pre-emption by virtue of the third section of this act, they shall giv~ a 
certificate thereof, directed to the register of the land-office; which 
certificate being duly entered with the register of the land-office, on or 
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before the first dav of January, eighteen hundred and five, shall entitle 
the party to become a purchaser of such tract of land: Provided, that 
he shall, prior to the first day of January, eighteen hundred and six, also 
produce a receipt from the treasurer of the United States, or from the 
receiver of public monies, for at least one fourth part of the purchase 
money, and also for the payment of the surveying expenses; and the 
party shall, upon payment in full of the purchase money, on which, if 
any of the three last payments shall be made in advance, he shall be 
allowed the same discount allowed in similar cases by this act, be enti
tled to receive a patent, which shall issue in like manner, and on payment 
of the same fees as are provided by this act for the other lands of the 
United States; but if such person shall neglect to enter his certificate, 
on or before the first day of January, eighteen hundred and five, or to 
make such first payment as above provided; his right of pre-emption 
shall cease and become void: P1·01,idcd also, and it is further enacted, 
that whenever a tract of land to which any person might be entitled by 
virtue of the three first sections of this act, shall also be claimed by th9,. 
holder of a British patent, legally and fully executed, and duly recorded 
in conformity to the provisions of this act, who is not confirmed in his 
claim by the articles of agreement above mentioned, the commissioners 
shall, in the certificate granted to the person claiming the land by virtue 
of this act, state the existence of the adverse claims, in which case the 
party shall not be entitled to a patent, unless he shall have obtained in 
his favour a judicial decision in a court having jurisdiction therein, and 
for every certificate so granted by the boards respectively, the clerk of 
the board granting the same, shall be entitled to demand and receive of 
the party to whom the same is granted, the sum of two dollars. 

SEc. 7. And be it furth-,r enacted, That the commissioners aforesaid 
shall, on or before the first day of December, one thousand eight hun
dred and four, make to the Secretary of the Treasury, a full report of 
all the British grants legally and fully executed, which have been duly 
recorded in conformity to the provisions of this act, the title of which is 
not confirmed to the holders thereof, by the articles of agreement above 
mentioned, stating the present situation ef the lands, the date of such 
grants, the conditions annexed thereto, and how for the same have been 
fulfilled, together with such other remarks thereon as they may think 
proper; which report shall be laid before Congress at their next session, 
and the lands contained in such grants shall not be otherwise disposed 
of, until the end of one year after that time. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the five millions 
of acres reserved for that purpose by the articles of agreement above 
mentioned, as may be necessary to satisfy the claims not confirmed by 
that agreement, which are embraced by the two first sections of this act, 
or which may be derived from British grants for lands which have not 
been rcgranted by the Spanish government, be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated for that purpose; and so much of the residue of the said 
five millions of acres or of the nett proceeds thereof as may be neces
sary for that purpose, shall be, and is hereby-appropriated, for the pur
pose of satisfying, quieting and compensating, for such other claims to 
the lands of the United States south of the state of Tennessee, not 
recognized in the above-mentioned articles of agreement, and which are 
derived from any act or pretended act of the state of Georgia, which 
Congress may hereafter think fit to provide for; provided,however, that 
no other claims shall be embraced by this appropriation, but those, the 
evidence of which shall have, on or before the first day of January next, 
been exhibited by the claimants to the Secretary of State, and recorded 
in books to be kept in his office for that purpose, at the expense of the 
party exhibiting the same, who shall pay to the person employed by the 
Secretary of State for recordin~ the same, at the rate of twelve and an 
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half cents for every hun<lred words contained in each document thus 
recorded; nor shall any grant, deed, conveyance, or other written evi
dence of any claim to the said lands, derived, or pretended to be derived 
from the state of Georgia, and not recognized by the above mentioned 
articles of agreement, ever after be admitted or considered as evidence 
in any of the courts of the United States, unless it shall have been 
exhibited, and recorded, in the manner and within the time above men
tioned; and provided also, that nothing herein contained, shall be con
strued to recognize or affect the claims of any person or persons, to any 
of the lands above mentioned; and provided also, that no certificate 
shall be granted for lands lying east of the Tombigby river, nor for 
lands situated without the boundary lines established by treaty between 
the United States and the Choctaws, made the seventeenth day of 
October, in the year eighteen hundred and two. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney-General for the time being, 
be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to receive such proposi
tions of compromise and settlement, as may be offered by the several 
companies, or persons claiming public lands in the territory of the 
United States, lying south of the state of Tennessee, and west of the 
state of Georgia; and report their opinion thereon to Congress at their 
next session. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That a surveyor of the lands of 
the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, shall be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to engage a sufficient number of skilful surveyors 
as his deputies, and to cause the lands above mentioned, to which the 
titles of the Indian tribes have been extinguished, to be surveyed and 
divided in the manner hereafter directed, and to do and perform all 
such other acts, in relation to the said Janus, as the surveyor-general is 
authorized and directed to do in relation to the lands lying northwest 
of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of the river Kentucky. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the lands for which certifi
cates of any description whatever, shall have been granted by the com
missioners in pursuance of the provisions of this act, shall, as soon as 
may be, be surveyed under the direction of the surveyor of the lands 
of the United States above mentioned, in conformity to the true tenor 
and intent of such certificates; and the said surveyor shall also cause 
all the other lands of the United States, in the Mississippi territory, to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished, to be surveyed as far as 
practicable, into townships, and subdivided into half sections, in the 
manner provided for the surveying of the lands of the United States, 
situate northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of the Kentucky 
river, and shall transmit to the registers of the land-offices respectively, 
general and particular plots of all the lands surveyed as aforesaid, and 
shall also forward copies of the said plots to the Secretary of the Trea
sury; and he shall also, with the approbation of the said secretary, fix 
the compensation of the deputy surveyors, chain carriers, and axe men: 
Provided, that the whole <:xpense of surveying and marking the lines 
shall not exceed four dollars for every mile that shall be actually run, 
surveyed and marked: And provided, that the expense of surveying 
those tracts of land, to which the title of the claimants is confirmed by 
the articles of agreement, or by the two first sections of this act, and 
those tracts claimed under British grants, a return of which is to be 
mad_e to Congress, shall not be advanced by the United States, but shall 
be paid to the deputy surveyor by the parties claiming the same; and 
that in relation to all the land sold by the United States, the purchaser 
shall make the same payment for surveying expenses, which is directed 
by law to be made for lands sold north of th_e river Ohio. . 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That all the lands aforesaid, not 
V or.. II.-3() • µ 2 
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otherwise disposed of, or excepted by virtue of the preceding sections 
of this act, shall, with the exception of the section number sixteen 
which shall be reserved in each township for the support of school~ 
within the same, with the exception also of thirty-six sections to be 
located in one body by the Secretary of the Treasury for the use of 
Jefferson College, and also with the exception of such town lots not 
exceeding two in the t_own of Natchez, and of such an outlot adjoining 
the same, not exceedmg thirty acres, as may be the property of the 
United States, to be located by the governor of the Mississippi territory, 
for the use of the said college, be offered for sale to the highest bidder 
under the direction of the governor of the Mississippi territory, of th~ 
surveyor of the lands of the United States, above mentioned, and of the 
register of the land-office at the places respectively, where the land
offices are ~ept, and on such day or days as shall, by a public proclama
tion of the President of the United States, be designated for that pur
pose. The sales shall remain open at each place for three weeks and 
no longer; and all lands, other than the section number sixteen, remain
ing unsold at the closing of the public sales, may be disposed of at pri
vate sale by the registers of the respective land-offices in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, for the same price, and on the same 
terms and conditions as is provided by law, for the sale of the lands of 
the United States, north of the river Ohio, by an act, intituled "An act 
to amend the act intituled, An act providing for the sale of the lands of 
the United States in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the 
mouth of Kentucky river:" Provided always, that tbe lands which may 
he sold at public sale by virtue of this act, shall not be sold for less than 
two dollars per acre, and shall in every other respect be sold on the 
same terms and conditions as was provided for the lands sold at public 
sale, by the last-recited act. And patents shall be obtained for all lands 
granted or sold in the Mississippi territory in the same manner and on 
payment of the same fees as is provided for lands sold north of the river 
Ohio, by the said last-recited act: Provided, however, that evidences of 
the public debt of the United States shall not be received in payment 
for the purchase of said lands. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the registers of the land
offices, and the receivers of public monies, appointed in pursuance of 
this act, shall receive the same fees and compensation as the registers 
and receivers of the land-offices north of the river Ohio, and the regis
ters shall also be entitled to receive twenty-five cents for entering each 
certificate granted by the commissioners above mentioned. The sur
veyor of the lands of the United States, appointed in pursuance of this 
act, shall receive an annual compensation of fifteen hundred dollars, and 
shall be allowed not exceeding two clerks, whose whole compensation 
shall not exceed one thousand dollars per annum. The commissioners 
appointed to ascertain the rights of persons claiming the benefit of the 
articles of agreement above mentioned, and of this act shall receive each 
a compensation of two thousand dollars for the whole of their services, 
the registers of the land-offices excepted, ~ho shall receive only five 
hundred dollars each, for their services as commissioners; the clerks of 
the boards of commissioners a compensation not exceeding seven hun
dred and fifty dollars each; and the superintendents of the public sales 
shall receive six dollars each, for each day's attendance on the said sales. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall have full power to appoint and commission the surveyor, 
registers of the land-offices, and receivers of public monies above 
mentioned, in the recess of Congress, and their commissions shall con
tinue in force until the end of the session of Congress next ensuing such 
nppointment. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding twenty 
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thousand dol!ars b~, and _the same is hereby appropriated for the pur
pose of carrymg tlus act mto effect; which sum shall be paid out of any 
unappropriated monies in the treasury. 

SEc_ 16. And be it further enacted, That the nett proceeds of the 
lands which may be sold by virtue of this act, after deducting the sur
veying expenses and other expenses incident to the sale thereof, shall 
and the same are hereby appropriated in the first place, towards payini 
to the state of ~eorgia a sum of one mi!lion two hundred and fifty thou
sand dollars, m pursuance of the articles of agreement and cession 
entered into between the Uuited States and that state; and the Secre
~ary of the Trea~ury is h~reby authorized and directed to pay accord
mgly, and from time to time, as the same shall be received in the trea
sury of the United States, so much of the said nett proceeds as will 
amount to the said sum of one million two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That all navigable rivers within 
the territory of the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, shall 
be deemed to be and remain public highways. 

A PP ROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CttAP. XXVlll.-An Act concerning the Salt Springs on the waters ef the Wa
bash river. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause a.f Representatives of the 
United States af America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose 
of procuring articles necessary to the establishment of salt works, at the 
springs near the Wabash river, which have been ceded to the United 
States, by certain Indian tribes, the sum of three thousand dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any unappro
priated money in the treasury, and under the direction of the President 
of the United States, who is hereby authorized to cause the said springs 
to be worked at the expense of the United States; or, if he shall deem 
it more proper, to lease the same for a term not exceeding three years, 
on such conditions as will insure the working the same most extensively, 
and to the most advantage to the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXIX.-An Act concerning the City ef Washington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the superintendent of the 
city of Washington shall be, and he hereby is allowed as a compensa
tion for his services, a salary of one thousand two hundred dollars, 
annually. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor of the city shall 
receive as a compensation for his services, an allowance of three dollars 
for every day during which he shall be actually employed. 

SEc. 3. And be it furMer enacted, That the following sums be, and 
the same hereby are appropriated for defraying the expense in relation 
to the said officer$, that is to say : 

For the salary of the superintendent for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and three, including an allowance at the same rate for six 
months of the preceding year, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For clerk hire in his office, five hundred dollars. 
For the wages of the surveyor, one thousand dollars. 
For a messenger to both offices, and also to attend the surveyor m 

the field, two hundred dollars. 
For fuel, stationery and other contingent expenses of both offices, two 

hundred dollars. 
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SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the several appr·opriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of any monies in 
the hands of the said superintendent arising out of the city funds. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars shall be, and is hereby appropriated, to be applied 
under the direction of the President of the United States, in such repairs 
or alterations in the Capitol and other public buildings as may be neces
sary for the accommodation of Congress in their future sessions, and 
also for keeping in repair the highway between the Capitol and other 
public buildings; which sum shall be paid out of any money in the 
treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXX.-.1.ln .I.let to revive and continue in force, an act in addition lo an 
act intituled ",l.1n act in addition to an act regulating the grants ef land app,·o
priated for Militar_y SC'rvices and for the ~ociel_y ef the United Bretltren for 
propagating tlte Gospel among /1,e Ileatl,en, and for otlter purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the first section of an 
act in addition to an act intituled "An act in addition to an act regu
lating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the 
society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the 
heathen," approved the twenty-sixth of April, eighteen hundred and two, 
be, and the same is hereby revived and continued in force until the first 
day of April next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, and 
he hereby is authorized, from and after the first day of April next, to 
issue warrants for military bounty lands to the two hnndred and fifty
four persons who have exhibited their claims, and produced satisfactory 
evidence to substantiate the same to the Secretary of War, in pursuance 
of the act of the twenty-sixth of April, eighteen hundred and two, inti
tuled "An act in addition to an act, intituled An act in addition to an 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and 
for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among 
the heathen." 

SEc. 3. And be it fm·ther enacted, That the holders or proprietors 
of the land warrants issued by virtue of the preceding section, shall and 
may locate their respective warrants only, on any unlocated parts of the 
fifty quarter townships and the fractional quarter townships which had 
been reserved for original holders, by virtue of the fifth section of an 
act intituled "An act in addition to an act intituled An act regulating 
the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the society 
of the United Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen." 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby authorized to issue land warrants to Major General 

• La Fayette, for eleven thousand five hundred twenty acres, which 
shall, at his option, be located, surveyed and patented, in conformity 
with the provisions of an act intituled "An act regulating the grants of 
land appropriated for military services, and for the society of the United
Brethren for propagating the gospel among the heathen," or which may 
he received acre for acre, in payment for any of the lands of the United 
States north of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the unappropriated lands 
within the military tract, shall be surveyed into half sections, in the 
manner directed by the act intituled "An act to amend the act intituled 
An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in the 
territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river;" and that so much of the said lands as lie west of the eleventh 
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range within the said tract, shall be attached to, and made a part of the 
district of Chilicothe, and be offered for sale at that place, under the 
same regulations that other lands are within the said district. 

SEc. U. And be it further enacted, That the lands within the said 
eleventh range, and east of it, within the said military tract, and all the 
lands north of the Ohio company's purchase, west of the seven first 
ranges, and east of the district of Chilicothe, shall be offered for sale 
at Zanesville, under the direction of a register of the land-office and 
receiver of public monies to be appointed for that purpose, who shall 
reside at that place, and shall perform the same duties and be allowed 
the same emoluments as are prescribed for and allowed to registers and 
receivers of the land-offices by law. 

SEc. 7. And be it furlhcr enacted, That all persons who have obtained 
certificates for the right of pre-emption to lands by virtue of two acts, 
the one intituled "An act giving a right of pre-emption to certain per
sons who have contracted with John Cleves Symmes, or his associates 
for lands lying between the Miami rivers in the territory of the United 
States northwest of the Ohio," and the other "An act to extend and 
continue the provisions of the said act, passed on the first day of May, 
eighteen hundred and two," and who have not made the first payment 
therefor, before the first day of January last, shall be allowed until the 
tenth day of April next to complete the same; and that all persons who 
have become purchasers of land by virtue of the aforesaid acts, be, and 
they are hereby allowed until the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
and five, to make the second instalment; until the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and six, to make their third instalment; and until the 
first clay of January, eighteen hundred and seven, to make their fourth 
and last instalment; any thing in the acts aforesaid, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That where any warrants granted 
by the state of Virginia, for military services, have been surveyed on the 
northwest side of the river Ohio, between the Sciota and the little Miami 
rivers, and the said warrants, or the plqts and certificates of survey 
made thereon, have been lost or destroyed, the persons entitled to the 
said land may obtain a patent therefor, by producing a certified dupli
cate of the warrant from the land-office of Virginia, or of the plat and 
certificate of survey from the office of the surveyor in which the same 
is recorded, and giving satisfactory proof to the Secretary of War, by 
his affidavit or otherwise, of the loss or destruction of said warrant, or 
plat and certificate of survey. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXI.-.811 .!let for the relief rf Insolvent Debtors within the District 
rf Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repi·esentatives of the 
United States of America in. Congress assembled, ~h~t. any debto'. w~o 
now is, or may hereafter be, m actual confinement m Ja~I,_ m !he d1~~nct 
of Columbia, at the suit of any creditor, may apply by pet1t10n m wntmg, 
to any one of the judges of the circuit ~ourt ~f the distr_ict of Columbia, 
and offer to deliver up, for the use of his creditors, all h(s property, real, 
personal and mixed, to which he is in any _mann~r ent1t)ed, a s_chedule 
whereof, on oath or affirmation, together with a list of h1~ ~red1t?rs, ~s 
far as he can ascertain them, shall be annexed to and exh1b1ted with his 
petition; and thereupon the said judge sha\l direct notice of such a~pli
cation to be published in some of the public newspapers, for such time 
as he may think proper, which notice shall likewise requi~e the. attend
ance of the creditors at the courthouse of the county, m which the 
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petitioning debtor is confined, and at such time_ as the said judge may 
appoint• and it shall be the duty of the said Judge, and of the clerk, 
of the ~ounty, to attend at the time and place appointed; and on the 
appearance of the creditors, ~ither in person or by attor~ey'. agreeably 
to the notification, or on their neglect to appear, the said Judge shall 
administer to the debtor the following oath : "I, A. B. do swear ( or 
solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm,) that I will deliver up, 
convey and transfer, for_the use_of my c~editors, all ~1y property that I 
have any title to or claim any mterest m, whether 111 possess10n, re
mainder or reversion~ and all claims, rights and credits that I have or 
am in any manner entitled to; and that I have not at any time given, 
sold, conveyed, lessened or disposed of for the use or benefit of myself, 
or any other person or persons, any part of my mon~y or other property, 
claims, rights or credits, thereby to defraud my creditors, or any of them, 
or to secure the same with a view or expectation to receive any profit, 
benefit or advantaO"e thereby," and the said judge shall thereupon appoint 
such person, as a ':najority of the creditors in value, their agents or attor
nies then present, shall recommend, to be a trustee, for the benefit of 
the creditors of the petitioning debtor; or in case of non-attendance of 
the creditors, or of their not making a recommendation, the said justice 
shall name such person as he shall think proper, to be a trustee as 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it jurtlter enacted, That before the said trustee shall 
proceed to act, he shall give bond to the United States in such penalty 
and with such security as the said judge shall approve, conditioned for 
the faithful performance of his trust, which shall be recorded in the 
clerk's office of the county in which the proceedings are had'; and a 
certified copy thereof shall be received as evidence in any court of law 
in the United States; and the said bond may be sued in the name of 
the United States, for the use of any person or persons who may con
ceive him or themselves aggrieved by the negligence or misconduct of 
the trustee. And in case of the death or refusal to act of any trustee, 
the said judge may appoint another in his place, who shall give bond in 
manner as aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That upon the petitioning debto1~s 
executing a deed or deeds to the said trustee, conveying all his property, 
real, personal and mixed, and all his claims, rights and credits, agreeably 
to the oath or affirmation of the said debtor, and on delivering all his 
said property which he shall have in his possession, together with his 
books, papers and evidences of debts of every kind, to the said trustee, 
and the said trustee's certifying the same to the said judge in writing, 
it_ shall be lawful for the said judge to make an order to the marshal, 
jailer or keeper of the prison, in which said debtor is then confined, 
com1:llanding that the said debtor shall be thenceforth discharged from 
his imprisonment; and he shall be immediately discharged, and the 
said order shall be a sufficient warrant therefor: Provided, that no 
person who has been guilty of a breach of the laws, and who has been 
imprisoned for or on account of the same, shall be discharged from im
prisonment: And provided likewise, that any property which the debtor 
may afterwards acquire, (except the necessary wearing apparel and bed
ding for his family, and his tools, if a mechanic or manufacturer,) shall 
be liable to the payment of his debts, any thing herein to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said judge may allow 
such petitioning debtor and his family, to retain their necessary wearing 
apparel and bedding, and if the said debtor be a mechanic or manufac.
turer, he may likewise retain the tools of his trade. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said jud.ge may direct 
the trustee to sell and convey the property of the petitioning debtor, at 
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such time, and on such terms and conditions as he shall deem most to 
the advantage of the creditors, and the product thereof, after satisfying 
all incumbrances and liens, shall be divided among the creditors in pro
portion to their respective claims: and no process against the real or 
personal property of the debtor shall have any effect or operation, except 
process of execution, and attachments in the nature of executions, which 
shall have been put into the hands of the marshal antecedent to the appli
cation. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That every trustee may sue for, in 
his own name, any property or chose in actioq assigned to him by 
virtue of this act. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any creditor, at any time 
within two years after the application of such debtor, shall allege in writ
ing, to the circuit court of the district of Columbia, or at any other 
court of the United States, within whose jurisdiction such debtor may 
be found, that such debtor had at the time of his application as afore
said, directly or indirectly conveyed, lessened or disposed of any part of 
his property, rights or credits, with intent to defraud his creditors, or 
had at any one time within twelve months next preceding said applica
tion, lost by gaming more than three hundred dollars, or had assigned 
or conveyed any part of his property, rights or credits, with intent to 
give a preference to any creditor or creditors, or any surety, the said 
court shall thereupon order notice of such allegation to be given in 
writing to the debtor, and upon his appearance before them, or on his 
neglect to appear, after proof that notice has been served, the said court 
shall, within a reasonable time, examine the debtor or any other person, 
upon interrogatories on oath, touching the substance of the said allega
tions, or may direct an issue or issues to be tried in a summary way, 
without the form of an action, to determine the truth of the same ; and 
if upon the answer to the said interrogatories, or upon the trial of the 
issue or issues, such debtor shall be found guilty of any fraud or deceit 
towards his creditors, or of having lost by gaming as aforesaid, or of 
having given any preference as aforesaid, he shall be precluded from 
any benefit under this act; and in case such debtor, or any other, testi
fying either for or against him, shall at any time thereafter be convicted 
of falsely, wilfully and corruptly swearing or affirming to any matter or 
thing in virtue of this act, he shall suffer as in the case of wilful perjury, 
and upon such i;onviction of the debtor, or any other person testifying 
for him, he shall be for ever precluded from any benefit under this act. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every judge charged with 
t)le execution of this act, may, in the respective cases which may be 
brought before him, allow the trustee a commission not exceeding eight 
per centum for his trouble, on the amount of debts paid by him; and 
if any complaint shall be made to the said judge of the misconduct of 
any trustee by any creditor, or by the debtor, the said judge may call 
such trustee before them, and inquire into the cause of complaint, and 
may make such rules and orders as he may think proper for the accom
plishment of the object of the trust, and may in his discretion remove 
such trustee and appoint another in his place. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the acting judge may by 
order, limit and appoint a time for creditors to bring in and exhibit their 
claims to the trustee, and if the said trustee should think proper to con• 
test any claim exhibited against the debtor, it shall be his duty to report 
the same to the judge having cognizance of the case, who may examine 
the creditor and debtor upon oath respecting the same, and may submit 
to a jury, such issues as shall be proper to settle the points in contest, 
or may appoint two indifferent persons to act as arbitrators between the 
parties, with a power, if they differ, to choose an umpire, and a decision 
thus made shall be final between the parties; and the said justice may 
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order any part of the debtor's estate to be set apart, and retained fo, 
the eventual satisfaction of any contested claim, or to be brought again 
into distribution; and if any creditor to whom a debt is due, shall collude 
with a debtor to gain an undue preference, or for the concealment of 
any part of the debtor's estate or effects, or shall contrive or concert any 
acknowledgment of the debtor by parol, or in writing, to give false 
colour to his claim, such creditor shall lose the whole of his debt. 

SEc. 10. Andbeit [further] enacted, That if any debtor who shall have 
been relieved under this act, shall be arrested or imprisoned on any 
process sued out on aµy judgment or decree, obtained against him for 
any debt, damages, or costs contracted, owing or growing due before 
his discharge as aforesaid, the court before whom such process shall be 
returned or returnable, or any judge thereof, shall discharge such debtor; 
and if any such debtor shall be arrested or imprisoned on any process 
for the recov~y of any debt, damages, or costs contracted, owing or 
growing due before his discharge as aforesaid, the court before whom 
such process shall be returned, or returnable, or any judge thereof, shall 
discharge such debtor out of custody, on his common appearance being 
entered, without special bail: Provided, and it is the true intent and 
meaning of this act, that no discharge whatever under this act shall be 
construed or taken as a discharge of any other person from any debt, 
contract or engagement of any kind or nature soever. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That when the acting judge 
shall, as above prescribed, give to the marshal an order for the discharge 
of a debtor, it shall be the duty of the said judge to lodge with the clerk 
of the county in which the discharge shnll take place, a certificate in 
the following words, to wit. "I do hereby certify, that I have this day 
ordered the marshal of the district of Columbia, to discharge from im
prisonment A. B. an insolvent debtor, agreeably to 'the act of the Con
gress of the United States, intituled 'An act for the relief of insolvent 
debtors within the district of Columbia,'" which said certificate shall be 
recorded by the said clerk, and a copy thereof under seal, shall be 
received in evidence, in any court of law in the United States. 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any judge before whom 
the operation of this act in any particular case shall have been com
menced, shall die, resign his office or become disqualified, the procee~
ings !flay be completed by any other judge of the said court, in the same 
manner as if they had been originally commenced before him. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the application of the 
debtor, the appointmeut of a trustee, the deed from the debtor to the 
trustee, the several claims exhibited to the trustee, and the amount of 
sales of the debtor's property shall be transmitted to and recorded by 
the clerk of the county in which the debtor was confined at the time of 
his application; copies of which, under seal, shall be received as evi
dence in any court of law in the United States, and the clerk shall 
receive the same fees as are fixed by law for tlte like services in other 
cases, to be paid by the trustee out of the first proceeds of the debtor's 
estate that may come into his hands. 

SEc. 14. And be it jiirthcr enacted, That no discharge of an insol
vent debtor under this act shall have greater effect in any particular 
state than if such debtor had been discharged under the insolvent debt
or's law of any other state. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the circuit court of the 
district of Columbia shall, by a general order to be entered on the 
records of the said court, fix the daily allowance for the support and 
maintenance of prisoners in execution for debt or damages in civil suits, 
which allowance the said court may, by a like general order, increase 
or diminish from time to time, as circumstances may require. And no 
person taken in execution for debt or damages in a civil suit, shall be 
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detained in prison therefor, unless the creditor, his agent or attorney, 
shall, after demand thereof by the marshal, pay or give such security as 
he may require, to pay such daily allowance, and the prison fees: Pro
vided, that a release from prison for want of such payment or security, 
shall not discharge the debt; but the body of the debtor shall never be 
again taken in execution therefor. 

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That the said court may cause 
to be marked and laid out, reasonable bounds of the prisons in the said 
district, to be recorded in the same court; and from time to time, may 
renew, enlarge, or diminish the same. And ev.ery prisoner not com
mitted for treason or felony, giving such security to keep within the 
said bounds, as any judge of the said court shall approve, shall have 
liberty to walk therein, out of the prison, for the preservation of his 
health; and keeping continually within the said bounds, shall be adjudged 
in law a true prisoner. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 
shall not be construed to extend to any debtor who is or shall be im
prisoned at the suit of the United States, nor to alter, lessen, or impair 
the right of the United States, to be first satisfied out of the estates of 
persons indebted to them; nor to any debtor who has not resided in 
the district of Columbia one year next preceding his said application. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXII.-..in .Bet directing a detacl,ment from /1,e Militia of tl,e United 
States, and for erecting certain .11.rse-nals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlte United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall judge it 
expedient, to require of the executives of such of the states as he may 
deem expedient, and from their local situation shall be most convenient, 
to take effectual measures to organize, arm and equip, according to law, 
and hold in readiness to march at a moment's warning a detachment of 
militia not exceeding eighty thousand, officers included. 

SEc. 2. Be it furtlier enacted, That the President may, if he judges 
it expedient, authorize the executives of the several states, to accept as 
part of the detachment aforesaid, any corps of volunteers; who shall 
engage to continue jn service for such time, not exceeding twelve 
months, and perform such services as shall be prescribed by law. 

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the detachments of militia and 
volunteer corps as aforesaid, shall be officered out of the present militia 
officers, or others, at the option and discretion of the constitutional 
authority in each state respectively; the President of the United States 
apportioning the general officers among the respective states as he may 
deem proper. 

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That one million five hundred thousand 
dollars be appropriated for paying and subsisting such part of the troops 
aforesaid, whose actual service may be wanted ; for the purchase of 
ordnance and other military stores; and for defraying such other ex
penses as, during the recess of Congress, the President may deem neces
sary for the security of the territory of the United States; to be applied 
under the direction of the President, out of any money in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That twenty-five thousand dol
lars be appropriated for erecting, at such place or places on the western 
waters, as the President may judge most proper, ~ne or ~ore arsenals; 
and that the President cause the same to be furmshed with such arms, 
ammunition and military stores as he may deem necessary. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 
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CHAP, XXXIII.-.Bn .Bet to alter the time oj holding the coui·t rf the United States 
in Kentucky district. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of Amei·ica in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the first day of April next, the sessions of the court of the United States 
for Kentucky district shall commence on the first Mondays in March, 
July, and November· in every year; any law to the contrary notwith
standing. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and pro
ceedings of what nature or kind soever, pending in, or made returnable 
to the said court, shall, after the said first day of April next, be continued 
over until the next court to be held in conformity to this act. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXI V .-.On .Bet to alter the time for the next meeting oj Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jfouse of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjournment 
of the present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on the first 
Monday of November next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 180:3. 

March 3, 1803. CHAP. XXXV.-.Bn .Bet in addition to the act intituled "..in act ,·egulafing the 
grants of land appropriated for the refugee.~ from the British provinces oj Canada 
and Nova Scotia." 

Act ofFebru. 
ary 18, 1801, 
ch. 5. 

STATUTE II. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Samuel Rogers, one 
of the claimants under the act intituled "An act for the relief of the 
refugees from the British provinces of Ganada and Nova Scotia," shall 
be entitled to two thousand two hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
located in the manner and within the boundaries of the tract designated 
by the act to which this act is a supplement, and shall receive a patent 
for the same in the manner directed by the said last-mentioned act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

March 3, 1803. CHAP. XXXVI.-.Bn .Bet to prolong the continuance oj the Mint at Philadelphia. 

[Obsolete.) 
Act of April 

1, 1808, ch. 41. 
1812, ch. 2. 

STATUTE II. 

March 3, 1803. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress asseinbled, That the act intituled "An act 
concerning the mint," approved March 3d, 1801, is hereby continued in 
force and operation for the term of five years after the fourth day of 
March next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XXXVII.-.Bn JJ.ct to make provision for persons that have been disabled 
by known wounds received in the actual service of the United States, during the 
Revolutionary war. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That any commissioned officer, 
non-commissioned officer, soldier, or seaman, disabled in the actual ser
vice of the United States, by wounds received during the revolutionary 
war, and who did not desert the said service, shall be entitled to be 
place~ on the pe_ns~on list of ~he United States during life: Provided, 
that, m substaullatmg the claims thereto, the rules and regulations fol
lowing, shall be complied with : 

First. All evidence shall be taken on oath or affirmation before the 



SEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 39. 1803. 

judge o~ the distric! in which such invalid resides, or before some per
son specially authorized by commission from the said judge. 

. Se?«;>ndly. The evidence relative to any claimant, must prove decisive 
d1sab1hty to have been the effect of known wounds received while in 
the actual )ine of his duty, in !he s_ervice of the United States, during 
the revolutionary war: that this evidence must be the affidavits of the 
~omm_anding office_r or surgeon of the ship, regiment, corps, or company 
m which such claimant served, or two other credible witnesses to the 
same effect, setting forth the time and place of such known wound. 

Thirdly. Every claimant shall be examined on oath or affirmation, by 
some respectable physician or surgeon, to be authorized by commission 
from the said judge, who shall report in writing his opinion, upon oath 
or affirmation, of the nature of said disability, and in what degree it pre
vents the claimant from obtaining his livelihood. 

Fourthly. Every claimant must produce evidence of his having con
tinued in the service of the United States, to the conclusion of the war 
in seventeen hundred and eighty-three, or being left out of the service 
in consequence of his disability, or in consequence of some derange
mEmt of the army, and of the mode of life or employment he has since 
followed, and of the original existence and continuance of his disability. 

Fifthly. Every claimant must show satisfactory cause to the said judge 
of the district, why he did not apply for a pension in conformity to laws 
heretofore passed, before the expiration of the limitation thereof. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said judge of the district 
or person by him commissioned as aforesaid, shall give to each claimant 
a transcript of the evidence and proceedings had, respecting his claim; 
and shall also transmit a list of such claims, accompanied by the evi
dence herein directed, to the secretary of the department of war, in 
order that the same may he examined, and if correct, agreeably to the 
intent and meaning of this act, the said applicants are thenceforth to be 
placed on the pension list of the United States : Provided, that in no 
case a pension shall commence before the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and three, except so far as to offset the commutation of half 
pay received by such officer, in which case the proper officer is to cal
culate the pension from the first day of January, seventeen hundred and 
eighty-four. 

SEc. 3. And be it fui·tker enacted, That the pensions allowed by this 
act shall be estimated in the manner following, that is to say: a full 
pension to a commissioned officer shall be considered the one half of 
his monthly pay as by law established, and the proportions less than a 
full pension shall be the like proportions of half pay. And a full pen
sion to a non-commissioned officer, private soldier, or seaman, shall be 
five dollars per month, and the proportions less than a full pensi?n, shall 
be the like proportions of five dollars per mon~h, but no pension of a 
commissioned officer shall be calculated at a higher rate· than the half 
pay of a lieutenant-colonel. . . 

SEc. 4. And be it further cnacte~, ~hat the pensioners bee;om1~g 
such in virtue of this act, shall be paid m the same manner as !nval_1d 
pensioners are paid, who have heretofore_b~en placed on the_pens1~n hst 
of the United States under such restnct10ns and regulat10ns, m all 
respects, as are pres~ribed by the laws of the United States, in such 
cases provided. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP, XXXIX.-An .R.ct authorizing the tram.fer of the duties of Supervisor to 
any other qffice. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
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United States be, and he hereby is authorized to attach the duties of 
the office of supervisor in any district to any other officer of the govern
ment of the United States, within such district, who shall give bond for 
the performance of the duties imposed on him by this act, in the same 
manner and under the same penalties, as were heretofore provided in 
the case of supervisors. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the discharge of the 
duties of supervisor, which may be thus attached to another office, by 
virtue of this act, there shall be allowed to the officer exercising the 
same, the commissions to which the supervisor is now entitled by law, 
together with such sum for clerk hire, not exceeding the allowance fixed 
by law for the supervisor, and such salary not exceeding two hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, as the President of the United States shall 
deem a sufficient compensation. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 

CHAP. XL.-.On .Oct in addition to an act intituled ".9n act to amend the judicial 
system of the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte United 
States of America z"n Congress assembled, That the circuit court of the 
second circuit shall consist of the justice of the supreme court residing 
within the third circuit, and the district judge of the district where such 
court shall be holden. 

In the third circuit, the said circuit court shall consist of the senior 
associate justice of the supreme court residing within the fifth circuit, 
and the district judge of the district where such court shall be holden. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from all final judgments or 
decrees in any of the district courts of the United States, an appeal, 
where the fl?atter in dispute, exclusive of costs, shall exceed the sum or 
value of fifty dollars, shall be allowed to the circuit court next to be 
holden in the district where such final judgment or judgments, decree 
or decrees, may be rendered; and the circuit court or courts are hereby 
authorized and required to receive, hear and determine such appeal; 
and that from all final judgments or decrees rendered or to be rendered 
in any circuit court, or in any district court acting as a circuit court, in 
any cases of equity, of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, and of prize 
or no prize, an appeal where the matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, 
shall exceed the sum or value of two thousand dollars, shall be allowed 
to the supreme court of the United States, and that upon such appeal, a 
transcript of the libel, bill, answer, depositions, and all other proceed
ings of what kind soever in the cause, shall be transmitted to the said 
supreme court; and that no new evidence shall be received in the said 
court, on the hearing of such appeal, except in admiralty and prize 
causes, and that such appeals shall be subject to the same rules, regula
tions and restrictions as are prescribed in law in case of writ~ of error; 
and that the said supreme court shall be, and hereby is authorized and 
required to receive, hear and determine such appeals. And that so 
much of the nineteenth and twenty-second sections of the act of Con
gress, intituled "An act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States," passed on the twenty-fourth day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, as comes within the purview of this act, 
shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1803. 


	Public-Laws-c7-s2
	ch7-p201
	ch10-p205
	ch19-p210
	ch21-p225
	ch24-p227
	ch27-p229
	ch36-p242



