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ing of this act, it shall be lawfol for any military officer, who may have 
charge or custo<ly of any pe_rson or persons, who may have been, or shall 
be apprehended in the Indian country, ov~r and_ beyo!ld th~ b~und~ry 
line between the United States and the said Indian tribes, m v10lat1on 
of any of the provisions or regul~tions of th~ act, _intituled "An act to 
recrulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tnbes, and to preserve 
pe~ce on the frontiers," to conduct him or them to some one of the 
justices of the inferior or county cour~ of anr county nearest _to the place 
of his arrest, who, if-the offence 1s bailable, 1~ hereby authonze<:1 to take 
proper bail, if offered! in like ma?ner as the Judge of the superior court 
of any state is authonze3 to do, m and by the act above recited; unless 
such person, holden in custody as afor~said, sha_ll be char~ed up_on oath 
with murder, or any other offence punishable with death, rn which_ case 
such justice of any inferior or county court shall not have authority to 
take bail for such person. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.Bn ./let to establish a general Stamp Qffice. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatines 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall 
be appointed an officer to be denominated superintendent of stamps, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the stamping and marking of all 
vellum, parchment, and paper; to distribute the same among the officers 
who are, or shall be authorized to secure and collect the duties there­
upon, and to keep fair and true records and accounts of his proceedings; 
which said officer, so to be appointed, shall be subject to the superintend­
ence, control, and direction of the treasury department, according to 
the respective authorities and duties of the officers thereof; and shall, 
for the better execution of the duties and trusts in him reposed, obRerve 
and execute such directions as he shall, from time to time, receive from 
said department. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the said superintendent shall 
hold his office at the seat of the government of the United States, and 
shall be allowed as a compensation for his services the sum of two thou­
sand dollars annually, to be paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of the 
United States; and shall also be allowed the necessary expenses of 
office rent, fuel, printing and packing, and of procuring books and 
stationery for the use of his office, and that all letters and packages to 
and from him shall be free of postage. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
with the approbation of the principal officer of the treasury department, 
employ such number of clerks and other assistants in his office as shall 
be found necessary; and shall apportion and vary the compensation to 
each, in such manner as the services rendered by each shall in his judg­
ment require : Provided, that the whole amount of the compensations 
to said clerks and assistants shall not exceed two thousand five hundred 
dollars annually . 

. S1;-c. 4. And be it farther enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
w1thm three months after entering upon his office, give bond with 
sureties for the true and faithful execution thereof, and for the settlement 
of his accounts at the periods which shall be prescribed by the proper 
officers at the treasury department, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
which bond shall be approved by the comptroller of the treasury, and 
kept in his office to be by him put in suit for the benefit of the United 
Stutes, upon any breach of the conditions thereof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the estab­
lishment of the office aforesaid at the seat of goyernment, and after six 



SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 31. 1800. 

months' notice of .the new stamps hereby directed to be prepared and 
issued; which notice shall be given by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
the manner directed by the tenth section of the act, intituled "An act 
laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper," so much of 
the act or acts heretofore passed, as empower and require the supervi­
sors of the revenue to stamp or mark any vellum, parchment, or paper, 
shall cease and determine. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any deed, instrument, or 
writing whatever, charged by law with the payment of duty, shal.l have 
been, or shall be written or printed, by any person or persons whomso­
ever, upon vellum, parchment, or paper not stamped or marked accord­
ing to law, or upon vellum, parchment, or paper, stamped or marked at 
a lower rate of duty than is by law required for such deed, instrument, 
or writing; then and in every such case, it shall be lawful for the person 
or persons holding such deed, instrument, or writing, within twelve 
calendar months after the time of giving notice as aforesaid, or within 
six calendar months after the execution of such deed, instrument, or 
writing, to pay to the collector of the revenue within whose collection 
district such person or persons shall reside, the duty chargeable by law 
on such deed, instrument, or writing, together with ten dollars in addi­
tion to such duty, which duty and additional sum of ten dollars, such 
collector is hereby authorized and required to receive, and without fee 
or reward to endorse a receipt therefor under his hand and seal, upon 
some part of such deed, instrument or writing, which deed, instrument 
or writing so endorsed, it shall then be lawful for such person or per­
sons to produce to the surveyor of the revenue within whose assessment 
district such person or persons shall reside, which surveyor thereupon 
shall certify under his hand and seal, and upon some part of the said 
deed, instrument or writing, that the same so endorsed as aforesaid has 
been produced to him, and that the said endorsement is in his belief 
genuine; after which said endorsement and certificate, and not other­
wise, such deed, instrument or writing, shall be to all intents and pur­
poses as valid and available, as if the same had been or were stamped, 
counterstamped, or marked as by law required, any thing in any act to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That every collector of the revenue 
shall keep a separate account of all monies by him received in manner 
last aforesaid, and shall at such times as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall direct, transmit the said account together with such monies, and a 
memorandum of all receipts by him endorsed in manner aforesaid, to 
the supervisor of the district, or the inspector of the survey, as the case 
may be ; and that every surveyor of the revenue shall, at such time as 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall direct, transmit to the said supervisor 
or inspector, as the case may be, a true copy of all certificates given by 
him as aforesaid, and of the receipts respectively certified, and thereupon 
such surveyor shall be entitled to receive from the supervisor or inspector 
fifty cents for every such certificate by him signed as aforesaid. 

SEc. 8. And be it fiirtlter enacted, That if any person, with intent to 
defraud the United States of any sum of monies directed to be paid by 
this act, or of any of the duties or duty laid by the act, intituled "An 
act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, an_d paper," shall coun­
terfeit or forge, or c~use or procure to be count~rfe1ted or forg~d, any of 
the certificates, receipts or endorsements, provided for and directed ~y 
the sixth section of this act, or shall utter, pass away, vend or offer m 
evidence, in any court of justice, any such forged or counterfeit receipt, 
certificate or endorsement, knowing the same to be forged or counter­
feit then every such person so offending, and being thereof convicted in 
du; form of law shall be adJ"udged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 
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be subject to be fined in any sum not exceed~ng one thoutiand dollars, 
and to be imprisoned for any term not exceedmg seven years. 

SEC: 9. And for the convenience of those persons who may be in­
clined to have their own vellum, parchment, and paper stamped or 
marked, Be it further enacted, that when any person or persons ~hall 
deposit any vellum, parch1:nent, ?r pap~r, at the offic~ of any supervisor, 
accompanying the same with a list, which_ shall specify the number an? 
denomination of the stamps or mark5 which arc to be thereto affixed, 1t 

shall be the duty of the said supervisor to transmit the same to the. stamp­
office at the seat of government, where such paper, parchment and vel­
lum shall be properly marked or stamped, and forthwi~h sent bac~ to the 
said supervisor, who shall thereupon collect the duties and deliver the 
vellum, parchment, and paper, pursuant to the order of the person from 
whom it was received. 

SEC. 10. And be lt furth.er enacted, That all vellum, parchment, and 
paper, to be stamped or marked at the said office, shall, before it is de­
livered for sale, use, or distribution, be carried from the said office to 
the office of the commissioner of the revenue, and be there counter­
stamped or marked, under the direction of the said commissioner, and 
in such manner as the Secretary of the Treasury shall devise and direct; 
and after being so counterstamped or marked, shall be returned to the 
office of the superintendent of stamps, to be by him distributed accord­
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, of all which vellum, 
parchment, and paper, so sent to be counterstamped or marked, and so 
returned to the office of the superintendent aforesaid, an account shall 
be kept by the commissioner of the revenue, and from time to time re­
turned to the proper officers of the treasury department. 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, 
with intent to defraud the United States of any of the duties or duty laid 
by the act, entitled "An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parch­
ment and paper," or by any act or acts for amending the same, shall 
counterfeit or forge, or shall cause or procure to be counterfeited or 
forged, or shall knowingly or wilfully aid or assist in counterfeiting or 
forging any stamp, counterstamp, or mark, which shall be provided or 
made in pursuance of this act, or shall counterfeit or resemble, or shall 
knowingly and wilfully aid or assist in counterfeiting or resembling, or 
shall cause to be counterfeited or resembled, the impression of any such 
stamp, counterstamp or mark, upon any vellum, parchment, or paper, or 
shall knowingly or wilfully utter, vend, or sell, or offer in evidence in 
any court of justice any vellum, parchment, or paper, with such counter­
feit mark or impression thereon, or shall privately or fraudulently use 
any stamp, counterstamp or mark directed or allowed to be used by this 
act, then every such person so offending, and being thereof convicted in 
due form of law, shall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and be sub­
ject to be fined in any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned for any time not exceeding seven years. 

APPROVED, A Pri1 2s, 1soo. 

CHAP. xxxn.-.an .!let to alter and to establish sundry Post Road~. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives qf the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
following post roads be discontinued, viz :-From Washington to Peters­
burg, in Georgia; from Augusta, by Robinson's, at the White Ponds, 
and Gillet's Mills, to Coosawhatchie; from Charlotte, by Lincolnton, to 
Statesville, North Carolina; from Chester Courthouse to Spartan Court­
house; from Fayetteville, by Lumberton, to Cheraw Courthouse· from 
Moffat's store to Danville; from Culpepper Courthouse to Orange Court-




