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STATUTE I. 
CHAPTER I.-An Act for reviving and continuing suits and proceedings in tlte 

Circuit Court for the District of Pennsylvania. 
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all suits, 
process and proceedings, of what nature or kind soever, which were 
pending in the Circuit Court of the United States, for the district of 
Pennsylvania, at the time appointed by law for holding a session thereof 
in October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and which 
were discontinued by failure to hold the said court, shall be, and they 
are hereby revived and continued, and the same proceedings may and 
shall be had in the same court, in all suits and process aforesaid, and in 
all things relating to the same, as by law might have been had in the 
same court, had it been regularly holden, at the time aforesaid. 

SEC 2. And be it further enacted, That all writs and other process, 
which may have been, and which shall be issued, by the clerk of the 
said court, bearing teste of April session or October session, one thou
sand seven hundred and ninety-nine, shall be held and deemed of the 
same validity and effect, as if the same court had been regularly held on 
the eleventh day of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
nine. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
judge of the district court of the district of Pennsylvania, to direct the 
clerk of the said circuit court to issue such process, for the purpose of 
causing jurors to be summoned to attend at the session of the said cir
cuit court, on the eleventh day of April next, as hath heretofore been 
issued for the like purposes, returnable to any preceding session thereof; 
and the persons so summoned shall, in case of non-attendance, be liable 
to the same penalties as if such process had been issued in the ordinary 
course of proceeding. 

ArrRoVED, December 24, 1790. 
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CHAP, IT.-.1.ln .Bet extending the privilege if franking to 1Villiam Henry Har
rison, the delegate from the t~rritory if t~e United States, northwest of the Ohio; 
and making provision for his compensation. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef tlie United Statf,s of America in Congress assembled, T_hat William 
Henry Harrison, the • delegate to Congress from the territory of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio, be entitled to the privilege of 
sending and receiving letters free of postage, on the same terms, and 
under the same restrictions, as are provided for the members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives of the United States, by 
the act, intituled "An act to establish the post-office and post roads 
within the United States." 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said William_ Henry Har
rison shall receive for his travelling expenses and attendance m Congress, 
the same compensation as is or may be allowed by law, to the members 
of the House of Representatives of the United States, to be certified 
and paid in like manner. 

APPROVED, January 2, 1800. 

CHAP. III.-.lln.l.lcfsupplementa,·y to the act, intituled ".fl.n act to provide for the 
valuation if Lands and Dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of Slaves, within 
the United &ates."(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted b_y tlte Senate and House ef Representatives 
ef tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com
missioners appointed under the act to which this is a supplement, shall 
have power, on consideration and examination of the lists, returns, valu
ations and abstracts rendered by the assessors, to revise, adjust and vary 
the valuations of lands and dwelling-houses in each and every subdivi
sion of the several assessment districts, by adding thereto, or deducting 
therefrom, such a rate per centum as shall appear to be just and reason• 
able: Provided, that the relative valuations of the different lots or tracts· 
of l~nd, or dwelling-houses in the same subdivision, shall not be 
changed or affected. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners may 
direct the additions or deductions as aforesaid, to be made out and com
pleted by the several principal assessors, or if they shall deem it more 
advisable, by their clerk and such assistants as they shall find neces
sary, and appoint for that purpose: Provided, that the compensation to 
be made to the said assistants shall not exceed the pay allowed to the 
assistant assessors, by the act to which this is a supplement. 

APPROVF,D, January 2, 1800. 

CHAP, IV.-.1.ln .IJct for t!te relief of persons imprisoned for Debt.(b) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
?,f tl1_e United States of America in Congress assembled, That persons 
1mpnsoned on process issuing from any court of the United States, as 
well ~t th_e _suit <?f the United St~tes as at the suit of any person or per
s_on~ m CIVIi actions? shall be entitled to like privileges of the yards or 
hm1ts of the respective gaols, as persons confined in like cases on pro
cess from the courts of the respective states, are entitled to and under 
the like regulations and restrictions. ' 

(a) Act of July 9, 1798, chap. 70. 
(b) Act of May 28, 1796, chap. 38; act of June 6, 1798, chap. 49; act of January 7, 1824, chap, 3, 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person imprisoned on 
process of execution issuing from any court of the United States in civil 
actions, except at the suit of the United States, may have the oath or 
affirmation hereinafter expressed, administered to him by the judge of 
the district court of the United States, within whose jurisdiction the 
debtor may be confined; and in case there shall be no district judge 
residing within twenty miles of the gaol wherein such debtor may be 
confined, such oath or affirmation may be administered by any two per
sons who may be commissioned for that purpose by the district judge: 
The creditor, his agent or attorney, if either live within one hundred 
miles of the place of imprisonment, or within the district in which the 
judgment was rendered, having had at least thirty days previous notice 
by a citation served on him, issued by the district judge, to appear at 
the time and place therein mentioned, if he see fit to show cause why 
the said oath or affirmation should not be so administered: At which 
time and place, if no sufficient cause, in the opinion of the judge, ( or 
the commissioners appointed as aforesaid) be shown, or doth from ex
amination appear to the contrary, he or they may, at the request of the 
debtor, proceed to administer to him the following oath or affirmation, 
as the case may be, viz. "You solemnly ( swear or affirm) 
that you have no estate, real or personal, in possession, reversion or re
mainder, to the amount or value of thirty dollars, other than necessary 
wearing apparel; and that you have not, directly or indirectly, given, 
sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed to, or intrusted any person or per
sons with all or any part of the estate, real or personal, whereof you 
have been the lawful owner or possessor, with any intent to secure the 
same, or to receive or expect any profit or advantage therefrom, or to 
defraud your creditors, or have caused or suffered to be done any thing 
else whatsoever, whereby any of your creditors may be defrauded." 
Which oath or affirmation being administered, the judge or commis
sioners shall certify the same under his or their hands to the prison
keeper, and the debtor shall be discharged from his imprisonment on 
such judgment, and shall not be liable to be imprisoned again for the 
said debt, but the judgment shall remain good and sufficient in law, and 
may be satisfied out of any estate which may then, or at any time after
wards, belong to the debtor. And the judge or commissioners, in addi
tion to the certificate by them made and delivered to the prison-keeper, 
shall make return of their doings to the district court, with the commis
sion, in cases where a commission hath been issued, to be kept upon 
the files and record of the same court. And the said judge, or com
missioners, may send for books and papers, and have the same authority 
as a court of record, to compel the appearance of witnesses, and admin
ister to them, as well as to the debtor, the oaths or affirmations neces
sary for the inquiry into, and discovery of the true state of the debtor's 
property, transactions and affairs. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlie1· enacted, That when the examination and 
proceedings aforesaid, in the opinion of the said judge or commissioners, 
cannot be had with safety or convenience in the prison wherein the debtor 
is confined, it shall be lawful for him or them, by warrant under his or 
their hand and seals, to order the marshal or prison-keeper, to remove 
the debtor to such other place convenient and near to the prison as he 
or they may see fit; and to remand the debtor to the same prison, if 
upon examination or cause shown by the creditor, it shall appear that 
the debtor ought not to be admitted to take the above recited oath or 
affirmation, or that he is holden for any other cause. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
take any oath or affirmation, authorized by this act, such person shall 
be deemed guilty of perjury, and upon conviction thereof, shall suffer 
the pains and penalties in that case provided. And in case any false 
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oath or affirmation be so taken by the debtor, the co1:1rt, upon the mo• 
tion of the creditor, shall recommit the debtor to th~ pnson ~rom whence 
he was liberated, there to be deta_ined for the said debt, m the same 
manner as if such oath or affirmation had not been tak~n- . 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, Tha~ any person 1mpnsoned upo!1 
process issuing from any cour! ?f th~ Umted. States, exc~pt at the smt 
of the United States, in any c!Vll act10n, against whom Judgment has 
been or shall be recovered, shall be entitled to the privileges and relief 
provided by this act, after the expiration of thirty days fro~ the time 
such judgment has been or shall b~ recover~d, though the creditor should 
not, within that time, sue out his execut10n, and charge the debtor 
therewith. 

APPROVED, January 6, 1800. 

CHAP. V.-.9.n .9.ct for the pi·eservation ef peace with the Indian triues.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That if any citi
zen or other person residing within the United States, or the territory 
thereof, shall send any talk, speech, message or letter to any Indian na
tion, tribe, or chief, with an intent to produce a contravention or infrac
tion of any treaty or other law of the United States, or to disturb the 
peace and tranquillity of the United States, he shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding two 
years. 

SEc. 2. And he it furthei· enacted, That if any citizen or other person 
shall carry or deliver any such talk, speech, message or letter, to or 
from any Indian nation, tribe, or chief, from or to any person or persons 
whatsoever, residing within the United States; or from or to any sub
ject, citizen or agent of any foreign power or state, knowing the con
tents thereof, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
and be imprisoned not exceeding twelve months. 

SEc. 3. And be it enacted, That if any citizen or other person, resid
ing or being among the Indians, or elsewhere, within the territory of 
the United States, shall carry on a correspondence, by letter or other
wise, with any foreign nation or power, with an intent to induce such 
foreign nation or power to excite any Indian nation, tribe, or chief, to 
war against the United States, or to the violation of any existing treaty; 
or in case any citizen or other person shall alienate, or attempt to alien
ate the confidence of the Indians from the government of the United 
States, or from any such person or persons as are, or may be employed 
and entrusted by the President of the United States, as a commissioner 
or commissioners, agent or agents, or in any capacity whatever, for fa. 
cilitating or preserving a friendly intercourse with the Indians, or for 
managing the concerns of the United States with them, he shall forfeit 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not exceed
ing twelve months. 
. ~EC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the act, 
mtituled "An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," passed the third day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, be, and the same 
are hereby extended to carry into effect this act, and for the trial and 
punishment of offences against it, in the same manner as if they were 
herein specially recited. • 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 

(a) Act of March 3, 1799, chap. 46, sec. 105; act of March 30, 1802, chap. 13; act of April 29, 1816; 
act of March 3, 1817, chap. 43; act of May 6, 1822, chap. 58. 
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be in force until the third day of March, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and two, and no longer. 

APPROVED, January 17, 1800. 
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STATUTE I. 

CHAP. VI.-.9.n.B.ct to repeal part of an act, intituled "./J.n act to provide for miti- Feb. 11, 1800. 
gating or remitting the forfeitures, penalties and disabilities, accruing in certain 
cases therein mentioned, and to continue in force the residue ojtl,e same,"(a) 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United Vol. i. 506. 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the fourth section of an 
act intituled "An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeit
ures, penalties and disabilities, accruing in certain cases therein men
tioned," passed on 'the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed, and the resi
due of the said act shall be, and the same is hereby continued in full 
force without limitation of time. 

APPROVED, February 11, 1800. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP. VIII.-.IJ.n.B.ctgiving further time to the holders of Military Wai·rants, to Feb. 1 J, 1800. 
register, and locate the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United [Obsolete.] 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, for the space of fourteen days after the expiration of the 1796, ch. 46. 
nine months heretofore allowed for that purpose, by the act, intituled 
"An act regulating the grants of land, appropriated for military services, 
and for the society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel 
among the Heathen," register warrants for military services in the form 
and manner as is prescribed by the said recited act ; and the priority of 
location of said warrants, and the warrants registered under the said 
recited act shall be determined by lot, immediately after the expiration 
of the said fourteen days, and a day for the location shall be fixed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in a public notice given in one of the gazettes 
of the city of Philadelphia. 

APPROVED, February 11, IS00. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP. IX.-.Bn .B.ct to suspend in part, an act, inlituled ".lln act to augment the Feb. 20, 1800. 
JJ.rmy of the United States; and for other purposes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the [Obsolete.] 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all further enlist-
ments under the second section of an act, intituled "An act to augment 
the army of the United States, and for other purposes," shall be sus- Vol. i. 604. 
pended until the further order of Congress, unless in the recess of Con-
gress, and during the continuance of the existing differences between 
the United States and the French Republic, war shall break out between 
the United States and the French Republic, or imminent danger of in-
vasion of their territory by the said Republic, shall, in the opinion of the 
President of the United States, be discovered to exist. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1800. 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP, X.-.B.n JJ.ct further to suspend tl1e commercial intercourse between the Feb. 27, 1800. 
United States :ind France, and the dependencies thereof.(b) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives [Expired.] 

ef the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That all com-

(a) Act of March 3, 1797, chap. 13. (b) Act of February 9, 1799, chap. 2. 
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mercial intercourse between any person or persons resident within the 
United States or under their protection, and any per~on or persons resi
dent within the territories of the French Republic, or any of the 
dependencies thereof, shall. b~, and from and after the second_ day of 
March next, is hereby prohibited and farther s_uspended, exceptmg _only 
in the eases hereinafter provided. And any ship or vessel, owned, hired, 
or employed wholly or in p~~t by any _p_erson or persons_ resident within 
the United States, or any c1t1zen or e1t17:ens thereof res1den~ elsewhere, 
and sailing therefrom after _that day, which co~trary to the ~ntent here
of, shall be voluntarily earned, or shall be destmed or permitted to pro
ceed or shall be sold, bartered, entrusted or transferred, for the purpose 
that 

1

she may proceed, whether directly or from any intermediate port 
or place, to any port or place within the territories of tl!at Republic, or 
any of the dependencies thereof; or shall be engaged m any traffic or 
commerce, by or for any person resident within the territories of that 
Republic, or within any of the dependencies thereof; and also any cargo 
which shall be found on board of such ship or vessel, when detected and 
interrupted in such unlawful purpose, or at her return from such voyage 
to the United States, shall be wholly forfeited, and may be seized and 
condemned in any court of the United States, having competent 
jurisdictioi;i. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That excepting for foreign ships 
or vessels owned, hired, and employed by persons permanently residing 
in Europe, and commanded and wholly navigated by foreigners, no 
clearance for• a foreign voyage shall be granted to any ship or vessel 
whatever, until the owner or the employer for the voyage, or if not resi
dent within the district where the clearance shall be required, his factor 
or agent, with the master and one or more sufficient surety or sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the collector of the district, shall give bond to the 
United States, such owner, employer, or factor, with the master, in a 
sum equal to the value of the vessel, and of one third of her cargo; 
and such surety or sureties in a like sum, when it shall not exceed ten 
thousand dollars; and if it shall exceed, then in that sum, with condi
tion that the ship or vessel for which a clearance shall be required, is 
actually destined, and shall proceed to some port or place without the 
limits or jurisdiction of the French Republic, or any of the dependen
cies thereof, and during the intended voyage shall not be voluntarily 
carried, or permitted to proceed or sold, entrusted or transferred, with 
the purpose that she may proceed whether directly, or from any inter
mediate port or place, to any port or place within the territories of that 
Republic, or any of the dependencies thereof; and shall not, at any such 
port or place, voluntarily deliver or unlade any part of such cargo; and 
if compelled by distress of weather, or taken by force into any such 
port or place, will not there receive on board of such ship or ve~sel, 
any goods, produce, or merchandise, other than necessary sea stores; 
and generally, that su~h ship or vessel shall not be employed in any 
traffic or commerce, with or for any person resident within the terri
tory of the French Republic, or any of the dependencies thereof. 

SEC. 3._ Provided, and be it further enacted, That when any ship or 
vessel wh1_ch shall obtain a clearance for a foreign voyage, after a bond 
shall be given as aforesaid, shall be compelled by distress of weather, or 
othe_r casualty endangering the safety of such ship or vessel, or of the 
mariners o~ board t~e same, or shall be taken by any armed vessel, or 
other superior force, mto any port or place within the territories of the 
French ~epublic, or any of the dependencies thereof, and shall there 
necessanly unlad~ and deliver, or shall be deprived of any cargo then on 
board, the!1, and m such case, the master or other person having charge 
of such ship or vessel, may receive compensation or payment in bills of 
r,xchange, or in money or bullion, for such cargo, but not otherwise, 
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and shall not be understood thereby to contravene this law, or to incur 
a forfeiture of the said bond. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel coming 
from any port or place within the territories of the French Republic, or 
any of the dependencies thereof, whether with or without a cargo, or 
from any other port or place, with a cargo on board obtained for, or 
laden on board of such vessel at any port or place within the said terri
tories or dependencies, which shall arrive within the limits of the United 
States after the said second day of March next, shall be admitted to an 
entry with the collector of any district; and each and every such ship or 
vessel which shall arrive as aforesaid, having on board any goods, wares 
or merchandise, destined to be delivered within the United States, con
trary to the intent of this act, or which shall have otherwise contravened 
the same, together with the cargo which shall be found on board, shall 
be forfeited, and may be seized and condemned in any court of the 
United States having competent jurisdiction : Provided, that nothing 
herein contained shail be construed to prohibit the entry of any vessel 
having a passport granted under the authority of the French Republic, 
and solely employed for purposes of political or national intercourse 
with the government of the United States, and not in any commercial 
intercourse, and which shall be received, and permitted by the President 
of the United States to remain within the same: And provided also, 
that until the first day of August next, and no longer, any ship or ves
sel, wholly owned or employed by a foreigner, other than any person 
resident in France, or in any of the dependencies of the French Re
public, and which coming therefrom shall be destined to the United 
States, and shall arrive within the same, not having otherwise contra
vened this act, shall be required and permitted to depart therefrom, and 
in case she shall accordingly depart, without any unreasonable delay, 
and without delivery, or attempting to deliver, any cargo or lading with
in the United States, such ship or vessel, or any cargo which may be on 
board the same, shall not be liable to the forfeiture aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any ship or vessel, coming 
from any port or place within the territories of the French Republic, 
or any of the dependencies thereof, or with any cargo there obtained 
on board, but not destined to any port or place within the United States, 
shall be compelled by distress of weather, or other necessity, to put into 
any port or place within the limits of the United States, such ship or 
vessel shall be there hospitably received in the manner prescribed by 
the act, intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage;" and shall be permitted to make such repairs, and to 
obtain such supplies as shall be necessary to enable her to proceed ac
cording to her destination; and such repairs and supplies being obtained, 
shall be thereafter required and permitted to depart. But if such ship 
or vessel shall not conform to the regulations prescribed by the act last 
mentioned, or shall unlade any part of her cargo, or shall take on board 
any cargo or supplies whatever, without the permit of the collector of 
the district previously obtained therefor, or shall refuse, or unreasonably 
delay to depart from and out of the United States, after having received 
a written notice to depart, which such collector may, and shall give, as 
soon as such ship or vessel shall be fit for sea; or having departed shall 
return to the United States, not being compelled thereto by further dis
tress or necessity, in each and every such case, such ship or vessel and 
her cargo shall be forfeited and may be seized, and condemned in any 
court of the United States having competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That at any time after the passing 
of this act, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, by 
his order to remit and discontinue for the time bP-ing, whenever he shall 
<leem it expedient, and for the intrrest of the United States, all or any 
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of the restraints and prohibitions. imposed by t~is act, in respect to the 
territories of the French Republic, or. to ~ny JS]and! I;>ort or place ~e
longing to the said Republic, with which m ~1s op1111on a commercial 
intercourse may be safely renewed; and also 1t shall be lawful for th_e 
President of the United States, whenever he shall afterwards deem 1t 

expedient, to revoke such order, a_nd hereby to re-~stablish such restraints 
and prohibitions. And the President of th~ Umted States sh~ll be, and 
he is hereby authorized, to make proclamat10n thereof accord,?gly. 

SEc. 7. A.nd be it further enacted, That the whole of the island of 
Hispaniola shall for the purposes of t~is act be co~sidered. as a depen
dency of the French Rrpublic: Provuled, that nothmg herem contamed 
shall be deemed to repeal or annul in any part, the order or proclama
tion of the President of the United States, heretofore issued for per
mitting commercial intercourse with certain ports of that island. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtltcr enacted, That it shall be lawful for tlw 
President of the United States, to give instructions to the public armed 
vessels of the United States, to stop and examine any ship or vessel of 
the United States on the high sea, which there maybe reason to suspect 
to be engaged in any traffic or commerce contrary to this act, and if 
upon examination, it shall appear that such ship or vessel is bound or 
sailing to, or from any port or place, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, it shall be the duty of the commander of such 
public armed vessel, to seize every ship or vessel engaged in such illicit 
commerce, and send the same to the nearest convenient port of the 
United States, to be there prosecuted in due course of law, and held 
liable to the penalties and forfeitures provided by this act. 

SEC. 9. And be it furtlter enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures 
incurred by force of this act, shall, and may be examined, mitigated 
and remitted in like manner, and under the like conditions, regulations 
and restrictions, as are prescribed, authorized and directed by the act, 
intituled "An act to provide for mitigating, or remitting, the forfeitures, 
penalties and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned;" 
and all penalties and forfeitures, which may be recovered in pursuance 
of this act in consequence of any seizure made by the commander of 
any public armed vessel of the United States, shall be distributed accord
ing to the rules prescribed by the act, intituled "An act for the govern
ment of the navy of the United States;" and all other penalties arising 
under this act, and which may be recovered, shall be distributed and 
accounted for in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage." 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this 
act shall extend to any ship or vessel to which the President of the 
United States shall grant a permission to enter and clear; provided such 
ship or vessel shall be solely employed, pursuant to such permission, for 
purposes of national intercourse; and shall not be permitted to proceed 
with, or to bring to the United States any cargo or lading whatever 
other than necessary sea-stores. 

SRc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the act, intitnled "An 
act further to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and France, and the dependencies thereof," shall be, and is here
by continued and shall be taken to be in force in respect to all offences, 
,~hich shall have been committed against the same, before the expira
t10n thereof; and to the intent that all seizures, forfeitures and penalties 
arising upon such offences, may be had, sued for, prosecuted and reco
vered, any limitation of the said act to the contrary hereof notwith
standing. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and remain 
in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
one: Proi,idrd, l1mN1•rr, the expiration thert'of shall not prevent m 
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defeat any seizure, or prosecution for a forfeiture incurred under this 
act, and during the continuance thereof. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1800. 

CHAP. XII.-An Jlct providing for tl,e second Census or enumeration ef tke In• 
habitants af tlte United States.(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That the mar
shals of the several districts of the United States and the secretaries of 
the territory of the United States northwest of the rjver Ohio, and of 
the Mississippi territory, respectively, shall be, and they are hereby 
authorized and required, under the direction of the Secretary of State, 
and according to such instructions as he shall give pursuant to this act, 
to cause the number of the inhabitants within their respective districts 
and territories to be taken; omitting in such enumeration, Indians not 
taxed, and distinguishing free persons, including those bound to s11rv.ice 
for a term of years from all others; distinguishing also the sexes and co
lours of free persons and the free males under ten years of age; those of 
ten years and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under twenty-six; those 
of twenty-six and under forty-five; those of forty-five and upwards: and 
distinguishing free females under ten years of age; those of ten years 
and under sixteen; those of sixteen and under twenty-six ; those of 
twenty-six and under forty-five; those of forty-five and upwards: for 
effecting which purpose, the marshals and secretaries aforesaid shall have 
power to appoint as many assistants within their respective districts and 
territories, as aforesaid, as to them shall appear necessary ; assigning to 
each assistant a certain division of his district or territory, which divi
sion shall consist of one or more counties, cities, towns, townships, hun
dreds or parishes, or of a territory plainly and distinctly bounded by 
water-courses, mountains or public roads. The marshals or secretaries, 
as the case may be, and their assistants, shall, respectively, take an oath 
or affirmation, before some judge or justice of the peace, resident within 
their respective districts or territories, previous to their entering on the 
discharge of the duties by this act required. The oath or affirmation of 
the marshal or secret&ry shall be,-" I, A. B., marshal of the district of 

( or secretary of the territory of as the 
case may be), do solemnly swear or affirm, that I will well and truly 
cause to be made, a just and perfect enumeration and description of all 
persons resident within my district or territory, and return the same to 
the Secretary of State, agreeably to the directions of an act of Congress, 
intituled 'an act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States,' according to the best of my ability." The oath or affir
mation of an assistant shall be,-" I, A. B., do solemnly swear, ( or affirm} 
that I will make a just and perfect enumeration and description of all 
persons resident within the division assigned to me by the marshal of the 
district of ( or the secretary of the territory of 
as the case may be), and make due return thereof to the said marshal, 
or secretary, agreeably to the directions of an act of Congress, intituled 
'an act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States,' according to the best of my abilities." The enumeration shall 
commence on the first Monday of August next, and shall close within 
nine calendar months thereafter. The several assistants shall, within 
the said nine months, transmit to the marshal or secretaries, by whom 
they shall be respectively appointed, accurate returns of all persons, ex
cept Indians not taxed, within their respective divisions; which returns 
shall be made in a schedule, distinguishing in each county, parish, town-

(a-) See note to act of March 1, 1790, chap, 22, Vol. i. 101. 
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ship, town or city, the several famili~s, _by the names o~ th_eir rnastPr, 
mistress steward overseer or other prmc1pal person therem, m the man
ner folldwing; th~t is to say: the nui:nber of persons within my division, 
consisting of appears Ill a schedule hereto annexed! sub-
scribed by me this day of A. B., assistant 
to the marshal of or to the secretary of 

Schedule of the whole number of persons within the division allotted to A. B. 
.. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every assistant, failing to 
make a proper return, or making a false return of the enumeration to 
the marshal or the secretary (as the case may be) within the time by 
this act limited, shall forfeit the sum of two hundred dollars. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the marshal and secretaries 
shall file the several returns aforesaid, with the clerks of their respective 
district or superior courts ( as the case may be) who are hereby directed 
to receive and carefully preserve the same: and the marshals, or secre
taries, respectively, shall, on or before the first day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and one, transmit to the Secretary of State, the 
aggregate amount of each description of persons within their respective 
districts or territories. And every marshal or s('!cretary failing to file 
the returns of his assistants or any of them, with the clerks of their 
respective courts as aforesaid, or failing to return the aggregate amount 
of each description of persons in their respective districts or territories, 
as the same shall appear from said returns, to the Secretary of State, 
within the time limited by this act, shall, for every such offence, forfeit 
the sum of eight hundred dollars; all which forfeitures shall be recover
able in the courts of the districts or territories where the offences shall 
be committed, or in the circuit courts to be held within the same, by 
action of debt, information or indictment; the one half thereof to the 
use of the United States, and the other half to the informer; but where 
the prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf of the United States, 
the whole shall accrue to their use. And for the more effectual disco
very of offences, the judges of the several district courts in the several 
districts, and of the supreme courts, in the territories of the United 
States, as aforesaid, at their next sessions, to be held after the expira
tion of the time allowed for making the returns of the enumeration 
hereby directed, to the Secretary of State, shall give this act in charge 
to the grand juries, in their respective courts, and shall cause the returns 
of the several assistants to be laid before them for their inspection. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every assistant shall receive 
at the rate of one dollar, for every hundred persons by him returned, 
where such persons reside in the country, and where such persons reside 
in a city or town, containing more than three thousand persons, such 
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assistant shall receive at the rate of one dollar for every three hundred 
persons, but where, from the dispersed situation of the inhabitants in 
some divisions, one dollar for every one hundred persons shall be insuffi
cient, the marshals or secretaries, with the approbation of the judges 
of their respective districts or territories, may make such further allow
ance to the assistants in such divisions, as shall be deemed an adequate 
compensation: Provided, the same does not exceed one dollar for every 
fifty persons by them returned. The several marshals and secretaries 
shall receive as follows: The marshal of the district of Maine, two hun
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of New Hampshire, two hun
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of Massachusetts, three hundred 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Rhode Island, one hundred and fifty 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Connecticut, two hundred dollars; 
the marshal of the district of Vermont, two hundred dollars; the marshal 
of the district of New York, three hundred dollars; the marshal of the 
district of New Jersey, two hundred dollars; the marshal of the district 
of Pennsylvania, three hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of 
Delaware, one hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Maryland, 
three hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Virginia, five hun
dred dollars; the marshal of the district of Kentucky, two hundred and 
fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of North Carolina, three hun
dred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of South Carolina, 
three hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Georgia, two hun
dred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of Tennessre, two 
hundred dollars; the secretary of the territory of the United States 
northwest of the Ohio, two hundred dollars; the secretary of the Missis
sippi territory, one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person whose usual 
place of abode shall be in any family on the aforesaid first Monday in 
August next, shall be returned as of such family, and the name of every 
penmn, who shall be an inhabitant of any district or territory, but with
out a settled place of residence, shall be inserted in the column of the 
aforesaid schedule, which is allotted for the heads of families in that 
division where he or she shall be, on the said first Monday in August 
next, and every person occasionally absent at the time of the enumera
tion, as belonging to that place in which he or she usually resides in the 
United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That each and every free person, 
more than sixteen years of age, whether heads of families or not, belong
ing to any family within any division, district or territory made or estab
lished within the United States, shall be, and hereby is obliged to ren
der to such assistant of the division, a true account, if required, to the 
best of .his or her knowledge, of all and ev_ery person belonging to such 
family respectively, according to the several descriptions aforesaid, on 
pain of forfeiting twenty dollars, to be sued for and recovered by such 
assistant, the one half for his own use and the other half to the use of 
the United States. 

SEc. 7 . . 4nd be it further enacted, That each assistant shall, previous 
to making his returns to the marshal or secretary ( as the case may be) 
cause a correct copy, signed by himself, of the schedule containing the 
number of inhabitants within his division, to be set up at two of the 
most public places within the same, there to remain for the inspection 
of all concerned, for each of which copies the said assistant shall be en
titled to receive two dollars; provided, proof of the schedule having been 
so set up and suffered to remain, shall be transmitted to the marshal or 
secretary ( as the case may be) with the return of the number of the per
sons, and in case any assistant shall fail to make such proof to the mar
shal or secretary, as aforesaid, he shall forfeit the compensation by this 
act allowed him. 
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SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, ,That the Sec_retary of State shall 
he, and hereby is authorized and required to t:ansmit to_ the mar~lrnls of 
the several states and to the secretaries aforesaid, regulations and mstruc
tions pursuant to this act, for carrying the same into effect, and als_o the 
forms contained therein of schedule to be returned, and proper rnter
rogatories to be administered by the several persons who shall be em
ployed therein. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1800. 

CHAP. XIII.-.811 Jl_ct in addition to an act intituled ".11n act ·regulaling the grant.< 
<f land appropriated for Military services, and jor the Society if the United 
Brethren for propagating the Gospel among the Heathen," (a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlie United States of America i7! Congress assembled, That the r~spec
ti ve points of intersection of the !me~ actually run, as ~h~ bound,anes of 
the several townships surveyed by virtue of the act mtltuled ' An act 
regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services and for 
the society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among 
the Heathen," accordingly as the said lines have been marked and as
certained at the time when the same were run, notwithstanding the same 
are not in conformity to the act aforesaid, or shall not appear to corre
spond with the plat of the survey which has been returned by the Sur
veyor General, shall be considered, and they are hereby declared to be 
the corners of the said townships: That in regard to every such town
ship as by the plat and survey returned by the Surveyor General is stated 
to contain four thousand acres in each quarter thereof, the points on 
each of the boundary lines of such township, which are at an equal dis
tance from those two corners of the same township, which stand on the 
same boundary line, shall be considered and they are hereby declared 
to be corners of the respective quarters of such township; that the other 
boundary lines of the said quarter townships shall be straight lines run 
from each of the last mentioned corners of quarter townships to the 
corner of quarter townships on the opposite boundary line of the same 
township; and that in regard to every such township as by the said re
turn is stated to contain in any of the quarters thereof more or less than 
the quantity of four thousand acres, the corners marked in the boundary 
lines of such township to designate the quarters thereof, shall be consid
ered and they are hereby declared to be the corners of the quarter town
ships thereof, although the same may be found at unequal distances from 
the respective corners of such townships: And such townships shall be 
divi_ded by running lines through the same from the corners of the quar
ter townships actually marked, whether the interior lines thus extended 
shall be parallel to the exterior lines of the said township or not; and 
that each of the said quarter townships thus bounded, shall, in every pro
ceeding to be had under the above-mentioned or this act, he considered 
as containing the exact quantity expressed in the plat and survey thereof 
returned by the Surveyor General. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the pro
prietors or holders of warrants for military services, which have been, or 
shall be registered at the treasury in pursuance of the act intituled "An 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and 
for the Society of the United Brethren, for propagating the Gospel among 
the Heathen," during the time, in the manner, and according to the 
rights of priority, which may be acquired in pursuance of said act, to 
l?cate the_ quantities of land mentioned in the warrants by them respec
tively registered, as aforesaid, on any quarter township or fractional part 

(a\ Act of June 1, 1796, chap. 46; act of March 2, 1799, chap. 29; act of April 26, 1802, chap. 30. 
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of a quarter township, in the general tract mentioned and described in 
said act: Provided always, that the fractional quarter townships upon 
the river Sciota, and those upon the river Muskingum adjoining the 
grant made to Ebenezer Zane, or the towns Salem, Gnadenhutten or 
Shoenbrun, or the Indian boundary line, shall in every case be accepted 
and taken in full satisfaction for four thousand acres. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That whene,•er locations shall be 
made on any quarter township, which, according to the actual survey 
and plat thereof, returned by the Surveyor General, is stated to contain 
less than the quantity of four thousand acres, except in the case of frac
tions provided for in the preceding section, it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue, or cause to be issued, certificates, 
expressing the number of acres remaining unsatisfied of any registry of 
warrants for the quantity of four thousand acres, made in pursuance of 
the act before recited, which certificates shall have the same validity and 
effect, and be liable to be barred in like manner as warrants granted for 
military services, but no certificate shall be granted, nor any claim 
allowed for less than fifty acres, nor for the navigable water contained 
within the limits of any quarter township or fractional quarter township. 

SEc. 4. And be ·it fm·ther enacted, That whenever a location shall 
be made on any quarter township, which, according to the actual sur
vey and plat thereof, returned by the Surveyor General, is stated to 
exceed the quantity of four thousand acres, no patent shall be issued in 
pursuance thereof, until the person making such location, shall deposit 
at the treasury, warrants for military services or certificates issued by 
virtue of the preceding section, equal to the excess above four thousand 
acres, contained in such quarter township, or shall pay into the treasury 
of the United States two dollars per acre, in th_e certificates of the six 
per cent. funded debt of the United States, or money, for each acre of 
the excess above four thousand acres as aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That after the priority of location 
shall have been determined, and after the proprietors or holders of war
rants for military services shall have designated the tracts by them respec
tively elected; it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
designate by lot, in the presence of the Secretary of War, fifty quarter 
townships, of the lands remaining unlocated, which quarter townships, 
together with the fractional parts of townships remaining unlocated, 
shall be reserved for satisfying warrants granted to individuals for their 
military services, in the manner hereafter provided. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the land in each of the 
quarter townships designated as aforesaid, and in such of the fractional 
parts of quarter townships, as may then remain unlocated, shall be di
vided by the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the respective plats thereof, 
as returned by the Surveyor General, into as many lots, of one hundred 
acres each, as shall be equal, as nearly as may be, to the quantity such 
quarter township or fraction is stated to contain; each of which lots shall 
be included, where practicable, between parallel lines, one hundred and 
sixty perches in length, and one hundred perches in width, and shall be 
designated by progressive numbers upon the plat, or survey of every 
such quarter township and fraction respectively. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That from and after the sixteenth 
dav of March next, it shall be lawful for the holder of any warrant 
granted for military services, to locate, at any time before the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and two, the number of hun
dred acres expressed in such warrant, on any lot or lots, from time to 
time, remaining unlocated within the tracts reserved as aforesaid, and 
upon surrendering such warrant to the treasury, the holder thereof 
shall be entitled to receive a patent in the manner, and upon the condi
tions heretofore prescribed by law; which patent shall in every case 
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express the range, township, quarter townsl_1ip or fraction, and number of 
the Jot located as aforesaid. But no location shall be allowed, nor shall 
any patent be issued for any lot or lots of one hundred acres, except i_n 
the name of the person originally entitled to such warrant, or the heir 
or heirs of the person so entitled; nor shall any land, so Iocat~d and 
patented, to a person originally ent1tled_ to such warrant, be considered 
as in trust for any purchaser, or be subject to any contract made before 
the date of such patent, and the title to lands acqu_ired, in _consequence 
of patents issued as aforesaid, shall and may be ~henated 1~ pursuance 
of the laws which have been, or shall be passed m the territory of the 
United St;tes northwest of the river Ohio, for regulating the transfer 
of real proper~y, and not otherwise. . . 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That m all cases after the six
teenth of March next, where more than one application is made for the 
same tract at the same time, under this act, or under the act to which this 
is in addi:ion, the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine the priority 
of location by lot. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to advertise the tracts which may be reserved 
for location, in lots of one hundred acres, in one newspaper in each of 
the states, and in the territory aforesaid, for and during the term of 
three months. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That the actual plat and survey, 
returned by the Surveyor General, of quarter townships and fractional 
parts of quarter townships, contained in the tract mentioned and de
scribed in the act to which this is a supplement, shall be considerfd as 
final and conclusive, so far as relates to the quantity of land supposed to 
be contained in the quarter townships, and fractions, so that no claim 
shall hereafter be set up against the United States, by any proprietor, or 
holder of warrants for military services, on account of any deficiency in 
the quantity of land contained in the quarter township or fractional part 
of a quarter township, which shall have been located by such proprietor 
or holder, nor shall any claim be hereafter set up by the United States, 
against such proprietor or holder, on account of any excess in the quan
tity of land contained therein. 

APPROVED, March l, 1800. 

March 3, 1800. CHAP, XIV.-An Act providing for Salvage in cases of Recapture.(a) 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That when any 

(a) Salvage on recapture. Salvage is a compensation for actual services rendered in saving the property 
charged with it; and 1t is demandahle of right for vessels saved from the enemy, or from pirates. There 
must be meritorious services, and the taking must be lawful. Talbot v. Seaman, 1 Cranch, 1; 1 Cond. 
Rep. 229. 

On the recapture of a vessel by-a. neutral vessel, no claim for salvage can arise, for the recapture was 
a hostile act, not justified by the situaiton <>f the nation to which the recapturing vessel belongs, in rela. 
tion to that from the possession of which the rec"'!'turerl vessel was taken. The degree of service ren
dered in such a case, is precisely the same as if it bad bees rendered by a belligerent; yet the rights 
accruing from the recapture are different, because no right can ~crue from an act which was unlawful. 
Ibid. 

American property recaptured was restored on payment of salvage; the libel having prayed the con 
demnation as prize, and no salvage having been claimed. The question b( salvage is incident to the 
question of pnze. The Adeline, 9 Cranch, 244; 3 Cond. Rep. 397. 

In order to entitle to salvage, as upon a recapture or rescue, the property must have b.een in possession 
of the enemy, either actual or constructive. The Ann Green, l Gallia. C. C.R. 274. 

Salvage is not due for "rescuing a vessel of a neutral out of the hands of a belligerent, who has 
taken possession for a supposed violation of a treaty or the law of nations." The Antelope, Bee's D. C. 
R. 233, 

An American vessel was captured by an_ enemy, and after condemnation and sale to an enemy, was 
recaptured by an American privateer. The original owner claimed the vessel, offering to allow salvage. 
Held: that it was not a case for salvage, under the act of March 3, 1800, or the act of June 26, 1S12. 
The property bad become c<>mpletely divested by the capture and condemnation, The Star. 3 Wheat. 
78; 4 Cond. Rep. 198. • 
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vessel other than a vessel of war or privateer, or when any goods which 
shall hereafter be taken as prize by any vessel, acting under authority 
from the government of the United States, shall appear to have before 
belonged to any person or persons, resident within or under the protec
tion of the United States, and to have been taken by an enemy of the 
United States, or under authority, or pretence of authority, from any 
prince, government or state, against which the United States have autho
rized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, such vessel or goods not 
having been condemned as prize by competent authority before the re
capture thereof, the same shall be restored to the former owner or owners 
thereof, he or they paying for and in lieu of salvage, if retaken by a 
public vessel of the United States, one eighth part, and if retaken by a 
private vessel of the United States, one sixth part, of the true value of 
the vessel or goods so to be restored, allowing and excepting all imposts 
and public duties to which the same may be liable. And if the vessel so 
retaken shall appear to have been set forth and armed as a vessel of war, 
before such capture or afterwards, and before the retaking thereof as 
aforesaid, the former owner or owners, on the restoration thereof, shall 
be adjudged to pay for and in lieu of salvage, one moiety of the true 
value of such vesael of war, or privateer. 

SEc. :l. And be it furtltcr enacted, That when any vessel or goods, 
which shall hereafter be taken as prize, by any vessel acting under autho
rity from the government of the United States, shall appear to have be
fore belonged to the United States and to have been taken by an enemy 
of the United States, or under authority, or pretence of authority from 
any prince, government or state, against which the United States have 
authorized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, such public vessel 
not having been condemned as prize by competent authority before the 
recapture thereof, the same shall be restored to the United States. And 
for and in lieu of salvage, there shall be paid from the treasury of the 
United States, pursuant to the final decree which shall be made in such 
case by any court of the United States, having competent jurisdiction 
thereof, to the parties who shall be thereby entitled to receive the same, 
for the recapture as aforesaid, of an unarmed vessel, or any goods 
therein, one sixth part of the true value thereof, when made by a private 
vessel of the United States, and one twelfth part of such value when the 
recapture shall be made by a public armed vessel of the United States; 
and for the recapture as aforesaid of a public armed vessel, or any goods 
therein, one moiety of the true value thereof, when made by a private 
vessel of the United States, and one fourth part of such value, when 
such recapture shall be made by a public armed vessel of the United 
States. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any vessel or goods 
which shall be taken as prize, as aforesaid, shall appear to have before 
belonged to any person or persons permanently resident within the ter
ritory, and under the protection of any foreign prince, government or 
state, in amity with the United States, and to have been taken by an 
enemy of the United States, or by authority or pretence of authority 
from any prince, government or state, against which the United States 
have authorized, or shall authorize, defence or reprisals, then such ves
'sel or goods shall be adjudged to be restored to the former owner or 
owners thereof, he or they paying for and in lieu of salvage, such pro
portion of the true value of the vessel or goods so to be restored, as by 
the law or usage of such prince, government or state, within whose ter
ritory such former owner or owners shall be so resident, shall be required 
on the restoration of any vessel or goods of a citizen of the United 
States, under like circumstances of recapture, made by the authority of 
such foreign prince, government or state; and where no such law or 
usage shall be known, the same salvage shall be allowed as is provided 
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by the first section of this act: Provided, that no such vessel or _goods 
shall be adjudged to be restored to such former owner or owners, m any 
case where the same shall have been, before the recapture thereof, con
demned as prize by competent authority, nor in any c.:ase where bf the 
law or usage of the prince, government, or state, w1thm whose territory 
such former owner or owners shall be resident as aforesaid, the vessel o·r 
goods of a citizen of the United States, under like circumstances of re
capture, would not be restored _to such citizen of the United States: 
Provided also, that nothing herem shall be construed t? contravene or 
alter the terms of restoration in cases of recapture, which are or shall 
be agreed on in any treaty between the United States, and any foreign 
prince, government or state. 

SEc. 4. And be i( furtlier enacted, That all sums of money which 
may be paid for salvage, as aforesaid, when accruing to any public armed 
vessel, shall be divided to and among the commanders, officers and crew 
thereof, in such proportions as are or may be provided by law, respecting 
the distribution of prize money: and when accruing to any private armed 
vessel, shall be distributed to and among the owners and company con
cerned in such recapture, according to their agreements, if any such 
there be ; and in case there be no such agreement, then to and among 
such persons, and in such proportions, as the court having jurisdiction 
thereof shall appoint. 

SEc. 5. And be it fui·tlter enacted, That such parts of any acts of 
Congress of the United States, as respect the salvage to be allowed in 
cases of recapture, shall be, and are hereby repealed, except as to cases 
of recapture made before the passing of this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1800. 

CHAP. XV.-.11.n .!let declaring the assent of Congress lo certain acts of the Slates 
of Maryland and Georgia. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the Unitid States of America in Congress assembled, That the con
sent of Congress be, and hereby is granted to the operation of an act 
of the General Assembly of the state of Maryland, passed on the twenty
sixth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
entitled "An act empowering the wardens of the port of Baltimore to 
levy and collect the duty therein mentioned," and also to so much of 
an act of the state of Georgia, passed February the tenth, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, entitled "An act for regulating the 
trade, laying duties on all goods, wares, liquors, merchandise and 
negroes imported into this state ; and also an impost on the tonnage 
of shipping, and for other purposes therein mentioned," as authorizes 
a duty of three pence per ton on all shipping entering the port of 
Savannah, to be set apart as a fund for clearing the river Savannah. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be, and continue 
in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 17, 1800. 

March 19, 1800. CaAP. XVl.-.fo .flct to alter the times of holding the District Court in Nortl, 
Carolina. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of March 

3, 1797, ch. 27. 
Act of Feb. 13, 
1801, ch. 4. 
Act of March 3, 
1801, ch. 32. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and H1JUSe ef Representatives 
of tlie United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the ses
sions of the district court for the district of North Carolina, shall here
after be holden on the first Monday in February, May, August and No
vember annually. 

SRc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all process which shall 
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have been issued, and all recognizances returnable, and all suits and 
other proceeding, which have been continued to the said district court 
on the first Monday in April next, shall be returned and held continued 
to the said court on the first Monday of May next. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1800. 

19 

STATUTE I. 

CHAP. XVIII.--..in .B.ct to extend the privilege rf franking letters and packages April 3, 1800. 
to Martha Washington. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and 
packages to and from Martha Washington, relict of the late General 
George Washington, shall be received and conveyed by post free of 
postage, for and during her life. 

APPROVED, April 3, 1800. 

CHAP. XIX.-.Bn .11.ct to establish an uniform System ef Bank1·uptcy throughout 
the United States.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 

STATUTE I. 

April 4, 1800. 

Repealect' by 
Act of Dec. 19, 
1803, ch. 6. 

(a) Decisions on the Bankrupt Law of the United States.-The holder of a promissory note, drawn 
before, but transferred after a commission of bankruptcy had issued against the drawer, is entitled to 
prove his debt under the commission, and to receive a dividend. Humphreys v. Blight's Assignees, 4 
Dall. 370. 

In the case of negotiable paper, the assignee takes it, discharged of all the equity as between the 
original parties, of which he had no notice. But wherever the assignee has notice of such equity, either 
positively or constructively, he takes the assignment at his peril. A commission of bankruptcy is legal 
notice that wherever mutual debts subsisted between the bankrupt and his creditors, the right of set-off 
attaches. When the negotiable paper was assigned after the commission of bankruptcy, the party takes 
it, subject to any set-off as between the drawer and payee. Ibid. 

Under the bankrupt law of the United States, a joint debt may be set-off against the separate claim 
of the assignee of one of the partners; but su,;h set-off could not have been made at law, independent 
of the bankrupt law. Tucker v. Oxley, 5 Crauch, 34; 2 Cond. Rep. 182. 

A joint debt may be proved under a separate commission, and a full dividend received; it is equity 
alone which can restrain the joint creditor from receiving his full dividend until the joint effects are ex
hausted. Ibid. 

Wherever the terms in which a power is granted by the constitution to Congress, or wherever the nature 
of the power itself, requires that it shall be exclusively exercised by Congress, the subject is completely 
taken away from state legislatures, as if they had been forbidden to act upon it. The power granted to 
Congress of establishing uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcy, is not of this description. Sturges 
v. Crowninshield, 4 Wheat. 122; 4 Cond. Rep. 409. 

In the distribution of a bankrupt's effects in this country, the United States are entitled to a prefer
ence, although the debt was contracted by a foreigner in a foreign country; and although the United 
States had proved their debt under the commission of bankruptcy, and had voted for an assignee. Har
rison v. Sterry et al., 5 Cr:mch, 289; 2 Cond. Rep. 260. 

A conveyance on the eve of bankruptcy, to give a preference to a particular class of creditors, is a 
fraud on the bankrupt law and void. Ibid. 

Such assignment may be valid to secure money actually advanced on the credit of it, and subsequent 
to its date. Ibid. 

Under a separate commission of bankruptcy, against one partner only, his private property, and his 
interest in the funds of the company passes. Ibid. 

The right to compensation from Spain, held under an abandonment made to underwriters, and accepted 
by them, for damages and injuries, which were to be satisfied under the treaty, by the United States; 
passed to the assignees of the bankrupt, who held such rights by the provisions of the bankrupt Jaw of 
the United States, passed April 4, 1800. Comegys et al. v. Vasse, 1 Peters, 193, 

The circuit courts of the United States have jurisdiction of matters arising under the bankrupt law of 
the United States, as they have of any other sub.1ect, where th; constitution and laws of the United States 
give jurisdiction; but the district courts have not the same Jurisdiction in cases of bankruptcy, as the 
chancellor of England has. Lucas et al. v. Morris et al., 1 Paine's C. C. R. 396. 

The district courts of the United States have not, like the chancellor in England, exclusive jurisdiction 
over the entire execution of the bankrupt law. They cannot remove assignees, nor compel them to 
account. 1 bid. 

Upon the death of an assignee under the bankrupt law of the United States, the right of action for a 
debt due to the bankrupt, vested in the executor of the assignee. Richards et al. Assignees, &c. "· Ma. 
ryland Ins. Co., 8 Crauch, 84; 3 Cond. Rep. 45. 

Where the original ground of action is founded on contract, but the immediate cause arises ex delicto, 
and the claim is for damages, nnliquidated by any express agreement, or such as the law will not imply 
an agreement to pay; the certificate of bankruptcy is no bar; because such claim could not have been 
proved under the commission. Dusar 11. Murgatroyd, 1 Wash. C. C. R. 13. 
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and after the first day of June next, if any n:erchant, or other person, 
residing within the Uni~ed _States, actually us~ng the tr_ade _of merchan
dise, by buying and sellmg 111 gross, or by !etail, or dea_lmg_m exchange, 
or as a banker, hroker, factor, underwriter, or marme msurer, shall, 

But if the agreement were to pay a !'.articular _sum, on failure to perform the contract; or if the _case 
was such that the plaintiff ha• his elect10n to. brmg either trespass or case for money had _and _received, 
and waives the former by 1mrrging the latter; the damages become a debt, which the law implies a pro-
mise to pay, and the certificate w, a bar. IIYid. . . . . 

In an action brought against the owner of a vessel for damages for an m1ury sustame_d on board a ship 
by the neo-lect of the master a certificate of bankruptcy cannot be pleaded m bar. Ibid. 

One guilty of perjury in p;oceedings under the bankrupt law, cannot be prosecuted for the offence, 
after the repeal of the law. United States v. Passmore, 4 Dall. 372. 

A deed executed before the 1st of June, 1800, although acknowledged after, is not within the !st 
section of the bankrupt act of April 4th, 1800, chap. 19. Wood v. Owings, 1 Cranch, 239; I Cond. 
Rep. 302. . 

A certificated hankrupt or insolvent, discharged from the particular contract, need not be made a party 
to the bill on the contract. Van Reimsdyke v. Kane's Ex'_r, 1 Gall. C. C. R. 371. . 

The power given to Congress to pass uniform laws, relative to bankruptcy, 1s exclusive of such power 
in the state governments; and this, whether the former has thought proper to exercise 1t or not. Golden 
v, Prince, 3 Wash. C. C. R. 313. . . 

A discharge from a debt under the bankrupt Jaws of the place of contract, 1s good m everr other place 
where pleaded, as an extinguishment of the debt. But a like discharge where the contract 1s not made, 
l1as no effect. Le Roy v. Crowninshield, 2 Mason's C. C. R. 151. . 

A debtor concealing himself from, and being denied to his creditors, does not_ constitute an act of 
bankrnptcy under tho laws of the United States; unless the service of process 1s thereby prevented. 
Barnes et al. v. Billington, I Wash. C. C. R. 29. 

If the debtor order himself to be denied to creditors and others aud is in consequence thereof denied 
to an officer, who comes to serve a process, it is an act of bankr~ptcy ; provided . the. officer comes to 
serve the process, and not on other business: and the denial has taken place w1tl1111 six months of the 
issuing of the commission. Ibid. 

Giving a bond, with warrant to confess judgment to one creditor, upon the eye and in contemplation 
of bankruptcy, docs not constitute a bankruptcy; unless the judgment entered on the bond, and the 
issuing of the execution was at the instance or by the procurement of the debtor. Such a bond would 
be a fraud on the general creditors. Ibid. 

Where two of three assignees of a bankrupt enter into an agreement in the absence of the third, the 
contract is not binding on the absent assignee; unless he had previously given authority to make it, or 
substantially recognize and acknowledge it. Aliter, among partuers. Blight t'. Ashley et al., I Peters' 
C. C.R. 16. 

The agreement of the assignees of a bankrupt, to give a preference to a particular creditor, is not 
valid, without the assent of the commissioners, and a certain portion of the creditors. Ibid. 

Denial to an officer, whereby he is prevented serving process, must be really adversary, and not Ly 
concert between the creditor and the debtor, to bring about an act of bankruptcy. Ibid. 

No debt but such as is due and owing at the time of the bankruptcy, can be proved under the com. 
mission; and, consequently, an endorser or acceptor of a bill of exchange, drawn by the bankrupt, who 
has not paid it before the bankruptcy, cannot prove the debt. Marks et al. Assignees v. Barker et al., 1 
Wash. C. C. R. 178. 

The acceptor or endorser of a bill of exchange, who pays the bill after the bankruptcy of the drawer, 
may offset the same against the bankrupt's assignees; but he must show the debt to be a subsisting one 
in him, at the time the action was brought, for this is a case of mutual credit, given before the bank
ruptcy, although the money was not paid until after. Ibid. 

The district courts of the United States have not power, in bankrupt cases, to remove assignees, or 
compel them to account. Lucas v. Morris, Paine's C. C. R. 396. 

The holder of the negotiable paper, payable "without defalcation," under the laws of Pennsylvania, 
assigned after a commission of bankruptcy has issued, may come in under the commission; allowing all 
just offsets existing at the time of the bankruptcy, and which would have been admitted if the assignment 
liad not been made. Humphreys v. Blight's Assignees, I Wash. C. C. R. 44. 

The purchaser of a negotiable note, who becomes so after a commission ~f bankruptcy has issued, may 
prove under the commission; and he holds the note, subject to all legal offsets. Ibid. 

The 65th section of the bankrupt law of the United States, passed the 2d of March, 1799, does not 
repeal the provisions of the laws of the United States, which give to the surety who pays bonds for 
duties, a preference over other creditors. Mott v. The Assignees of Maris, 2 Wash. C. C. R. 196. 

~he provisions of the ban~rupt law except from its general operation, not only the preference of the 
Umted States, but also the nght of preference for satisfaction of debts due to the United States. Ibid. 

P. paid a sum of 1:11oney to the United States, as surety of S., in a bond for duties. S. became insol
vent, and ass1gn_ed his effects to Baker, who received four thousand dollars under the assignment, mixed 
the_ same with his own funds, and afterwards became bankrupt, and the defendants were appointed his 
ass!gnees; but no effects, known to be part of the estate of S., came into their hands. The plaintiff 
cla!med to have?- preference and priority_over the general creditors of Baker. By the Court-Although the 
Un!ted States might, under the 65th sectJo~ of the l~w to regulate the collection of duties, be entitled to 
c!a:m of the defendants to the amount which came mto the hands of B., as the assignees of S., the pro
v1s1ons of the law do not extend to the surety who has paid the bond, the same rights and privileges, 
Pollock v. Pratt & Harvey, 2 Wash. C. C. R. 490. • 

A.H. devis~d. an estate to C. S., for life; and after the death of C. S., he directed that the estate should 
be sold,_ and dJVJded among th~ grandchildren of the testator, who should be living at the death of C. S. 
B. married one of the grandclnldren, and, befor';' the death of C. S., B. became bankrupt. B. and wife, 
after the deceas~ of C. fl., sold the property claimed under the will of A. H,, and the plaintiff claimed 
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with intent unlawfully to delay or <lefraud his or her creditors, depart 
from the state in which such person usually resides, or remain absent 
therefrom, or conceal him or herself therein, or keep his or her house, 
so that he or she cannot be taken, or served with process, or willingly 
or fraudulently procure him or herself to be arrested, or his or her lands, 
goods, money or chattels to be attached, sequestered, or taken in execu
tion, or shall secretly convey his or her goods out of his or her house, 
or conceal them to prevent their being taken in execution, or make, or 
cause to be made, any fraudulent conveyance of his or her lands, or 
chattels, or make or admit any false or fraudulent security, or evidence 
of debt, or being arrested for debt, or having .surrendered him or herself 
in discharge of bail, shall remain in prison two months, or more, or 
escar,e therefrom, or whose lands or effects being attached by process 
issuing out of, or returnable to, any court of common law, shall not, 
within two months after written notice thereof, enter special bail and 
dissolve the same, or in districts in which attachments are not dissolved 
by the entry of special bail, being arrested for debt after his or her lands 
and effects, or any part thereof, have been attached for a debt or debts 
amounting to one thousand dollars or upwards, shall not, upon notice of 
such attachment, give sufficient security for the payment of what may 
be recovered in the suit in which he or she shall be arrested, at or 
before the return day of the same, to be approved by the judge of the 
district, or some judge of the court out of which the process issued 
upon which he is arrested, or to which the same shall be returnable, 
every such person shall be deemed and adjudged a bankrupt: Provided, 
that no person shall be liable to a commission of bankruptcy, if the peti
tion be not preferred, in manner herein after directed, within six months 
after the act of bankruptcy committed. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the judge of the district 
court of the United States, for the district where the debtor resides, or 
usually resided at the time of committing the act of bankruptcy, upon 
petition, in writing, against such person or persons being bankrupt, to 
him to be exhibited by any one creditor, or by a greater number, being 
partners, whose single debt shall amount to one thousand dollars, or by 
two creditors, whose debts shall amount to one thousand five hundred 
dollars, or by more than two creditors, whose debts shall amount to two 
thousand dollars, shall have power, by commission under his hand and 
seal, to appoint such good and substantial persons, being citizens of the 
United States, and resident· in such district, as such judge shall deem 
proper, not exceeding three, to be commissioners of the said bankrupt, 
and in case of vacancy or refusal to act, to appoint others from time to 
time, as occasion may require :(a) Provided always, that before any 
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under this conveyance. By the Court-The decisions of the English courts, abundantly prove that a 
possibility, whether belonging to the husband or the wife, woul<l not pass to the assignees of the husband, 
on his becoming bankrupt, if it were not for the strong language of the statutes of bankruptcy. Krum
baar v. Burt, 2 Wash. C. C. R. 406. 

The possibility Jicld by B., under the will of A. H., formed no part of his estate to which he was enti• 
tled in Jaw or equity, of which the commissioners could take possession under the 5th section of the 
bankrupt law of the United States; and, therefore, they could not transfer it to the assignees of the bank
rupt, under the provisions of the 6th section. Ibid. 

The provisions of the English bankrupt laws, and those of the bankrupt law of the United States, differ 
in relation to the contingent interests of the bankrupt; and it is clear, that by the most liberal construe. 
tion of tbe law, the interest of the husband in the estate of his wife, under the will of A. H,, did not 
pass to the assignees. Ibid. 

The provisions of the 13th section of the bankrupt law of the United States, do not affect this question; 
they do not require an assignment of contingent interests, but relate to their disclosure by the bankrupt. 
Ibid. 

So exclusively have bankrupt laws operated on traders, that it may well be doubted, whether an act of 
Congress, subjecting to such a Jaw every description of persons within the United States, would comport 
with the spirit of the powers vested in them in relation thereto. Per Livingston, J. in Adams v. Storey, 
Paine's C. C. R. 79. 

(a) By the 14th section of the act of April 29, 1802, entitled, "An act to amend the judicial system of 
the United States," the commissions in bankruptcy issued by the district judge were to be directed to 
general commissioners appointed hy the President of the United States in each district. 
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commission shall issue, the creditor or creditors petitioning shall make 
affidavit or solemn affirmation before the said judge, of the truth of his, 
her or their debts and give bond, to be taken by the said judge, in the 
na~e and for th~ benefit of the said party so charged as a bankrupt, 
and i~ such penalty, and with such surety as _he shall require, to be con
ditioned for the proving of his, her, o! their debts, as ~ell_ before the 
commissioners as upon a trial at law, Ill case the due 1_ssumg forth of 
the said commission shall be contested, and also for provmg the party a 
bankrupt, and to proceed on such commission, in the manner herein 
prescribed. And if such debt shall not be really due, or after such com
mission taken out it cannot be proved that the party was a bankrupt, 
then the said judge shall,. upon the petition of t~e party aggrieved, in 
case there be occasion, deliver such bond to the said party, who may sue 
thereon, and recover such damages, under the penal_ty of the same, as, 
upon trial at law, he shall make appear he has sustamed, by reason of 
any breach of the condition thereof. 

S&c. 3. And be it further enacted, That before the commissioners 
shall be capable of acting, they shall respectively take and subscribe the 
following oath or affirmation, which shall be administered by the judge 
issuing the commission, or by_ any of_ th~ Judges of the supreme court 
of the United States, or any Judge, Justice, or chancellor of any state 
court, and filed in the office of the clerk of the district court: "I, A. B., 
do swear, or affirm, that I will faithfully, impartially, and honestly, ac
cording to the best of my skill and knowledge, execute the several 
powers and trusts reposed in me, as a commissioner in a commission of 
bankruptcy against and that without favour or affection, 
prejudice or malice." And the commissioners, who shall be sworn as 
aforesaid, shall proceed, as soon as may be, to execute the same; and 
upon due examination, and sufficient cause appearing against the party 
charged, shall and may declare him or her to be a bankrupt : Provided, 
that before such examination be had, reasonable notice thereof, in wri
ting, shall be delivered to the person charged as a bankrupt; or if he, 
or she, be not found at his or her usual place of abode, to some person 
of the family above the age of twelve years, or if no such person appear, 
shall be fixed at the front or other public door of the house, in which he 
or she usually resides, and thereupon it shall be in the power of such 
person, so charged as aforesaid, to demand before, or at the time ap
pointed for such examination, that a jury be empanncled to inquire into 
the fact or facts, alleged, as the causes for-issuing the commission, and 
on such demand being made, the inquiry shall be had before the judge 
granting the commission, at such time as he may direct, and in that 
case, such person shall not be declared bankrupt, unless, by the verdict 
of the jury, he or she shall be found to be within the description of this 
act, and shall be convicted of some one of the acts described in the 
first section of this act: Provided also, that any commission which shall 
be taken out as aforesaid, and which shall not be proceeded in as 
aforesaid, within thirty days thereafter, may be superseded by the said 
judge, who shall have granted the same, upon the application of the 
party thereby charged as a bankrupt, or of any creditor of such per
son, unless the delay shall have been unavoidable, or upon a just oc
casion. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners so to be 
appointed, shall have power forthwith, after they have declared such 
person a bankrupt, to cause to be apprehended, by warrant under their 
hands and seals, the body of such bankrupt, wheresoever to be found, 
within the United States: Provided, they shall think, that there is rea
son to apprehend that the said bankrupt intends to abscond or conceal 
him or herself, and in case it be necessary, in order to take the body of 
the said bankrupt., shall have power to cause the doors of the dwelling-
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house of such bankrupt to be broken, or the doors of any other house 
in which he or she shall be found. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
commissioners so to be appointed, forthwith, after they have declared 
such person a bankrupt, and they shall have power to take into their 
~ossession! all the e~tate, real and personal,_ of every nature and descrip
!10n to which the said bankrupt may be entitled, either in law or equity, 
many manner whatsoever, and cause the same to be inventoried and 
appraised to the best value, (his or her necessary wearing apparel, and 
the necessary ~vearing apparel of the wife and children, and necessary 
beds and beddmg of such bankrupt only excepted) and also to take into 
their possession, and secure, all deeds and books of account, papers and. 
writings belonging to such bankrupt; and shall cause the same to be 
safely kept, until assignees shall be chosen or appointed, in manner 
hereafter provided. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
forthwith, after they have declared such person a bankrupt, cause due 
and sufficient public notice thereof to be given, and in such notice shall 
appoint some convenient time and place for the creditors to meet, in 
order to choose an assignee or assignees of the said bankrupt's estate 
and effects ;-at which meeting the said commissioners shall admit the 
creditors of such bankrupt to prove their debts ;-and where any credit
or shall reside at a distance from the place of such meeting, shall allow 
the debt of such creditor to be proved by oath or affirmation, made 
before some competent authority, and duly certified, and shall permit 
any person duly authorized by letter of attorney from such creditor, due 
proof of the execution of such letter of attorney being first made, to vote 
in the choice of an assignee or assignees of such bankrupt's estate and 
effects, in the place and stead of such creditor : and the said commis
sioners shall assign, transfer or deliver over, all and singular the said 
bankrupt's estate and effects, aforesaid, with all muniments and evi
dences thereof, to such person or persons as the major part, in value, of 
such creditors, according to the several debts then proved, shall choose 
as aforesaid : Prrmidf',d always, that in such choice, no vote shall be 
given by, or in behalf of any creditor whose debt shall not amount to 
two hundred dollars. 

SEc. 7. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the said commissioners, as often as they shall see cause, for 
the better preserving and securing the bankrupt's estate, before assignees 
shall be chosen as aforesaid, immediately to appoint one or more assignee 
or assignees of the estate and effects aforesaid, or any part thereof; 
which assignee or assignees aforesaid, or any of them, may be removed 
at the meeting of the creditors, so to be appointed as aforesaid, for the 
choice of assignees, if such creditors, entitled to vote as aforesaid, or 
the major part, in value, of them, shall think fit; and such assignee or 
assignees as shall be so removed, shall deliver up all the estate and 
effects of such bankrupt, which shall have come to his or their hands or 
possession, unto such other assignee or assignees as shall be chosen by 
the creditors as aforesaid; and all such estate and effects shall be, to all 
intents and purposes, as effectually and legally vested in such new as
signee or assignees, as if the first assignment had been made to him or 
them by the said commissioners; and if such first assignee or assignees 
shall 'refuse or neglect, for the space of ten days next after notice, in 
writing, from such new assignee or assignees of their appointment, ( a) 
as aforesaid, to deliver over as aforesaid, all the estate and effects as 
aforesaid, every such assignee or assignees shall, respectively, for~eit a 
sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, for the use of the creditors, 
and shall moreover be liable for the property so detained. 

SEc. 8. And be .it furtlier enacted, That at any time, previous to the 

(a) Apportionment in the original. 
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closin11 of the accounts of the said assignee or assignees so chosen as 
afores:id it shall be lawful for such creditors of the bankrupt, as are 
hereby a~thorized to vote in the c~oice ?f asai~nees, ?r the major part 
of them in value at a regular meetmg ot the said creditors, to be called 
for that' purpose,' by the said commissioners, or ~y one fourth, in value, 
of such creditors to remove all or any of the assignees chosen as afore
said and to cho~se one or more in his or their place and stead : and 
such assignee or assignees as shall be so r~moved, shall delive: up ~I! 
the estate and effects of such bankrupt, which shall have come mto his 
or their hands or possession, unto such new assignee or assignees as 
shall be chosen by the creditors, at such meeting; and all such estate 
and effects shall be, to all intents and purposes, as effectually and legally 
vested in such new assignee or assignees, as if the first assignment had 
been made to him or them, by the said commissioners: and if such 
former assignee or assignees shall refuse or neglect, for the space of ten 
days next after notice, in writing, from such new assignee or assignees, 
of their appointment, as aforesaid, to deliver over, as aforesaid, all the 
estate and effects aforesaid, every such former assignee or assignees, 
shall, respectively, forfeit a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, for 
the use of the creditors, and shall moreover be liable for the property so 
detained. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That whenever a new assignee 
or assignees shall be chosen as aforesaid, no suit at law or in equity shall 
be thereby abated ; but it shall and may be lawful for the court in which 
any suit may depend, upon the suggestion of a removal of a former 
assignee or assignees, and of the appointment of a new assignee or as
signees, to allow the name of such new assignee or assignees, to be substi
tuted in place of the name or names of the former assignee or assignees, 
and thereupon the suit shall be prosecuted in the name or names of the 
new assignee or assignees, in the same manner as if he or they had 
originally commenced the suit in his or their own names. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the assignment or assign
ments of the commissioners of the bankrupt's estate and effects as afore
said, made as aforesaid, shall be good at law or in equity, against the 
bankrupt; and all persons claiming by, from, or under such bankrupt, 
by any act done at the time, or after he shall have committed the act of 
bankruptcy, upon which the commission issued: Provided always, that 
in case of a bona fide purchase made before the issuing of the commis
sion from or under such bankrupt, for a valuable consideration, by any 
person having no knowledge, information, or notice of any act of bank
ruptcy committed, such purchase shall not be invalidated or impeached. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
have power, by deed or deeds, under their hands and seals, to assign 
and convey to the assignee or assignees, to be appointed or chosen as 
aforesaid, any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, which such bankrupt 
shall be seised of, or entitled to, in fee tail, at law, or in equity, in 
possession, remainder, or reversion, for the benefit of the creditors; and 
all such deeds, being duly executed and recorded according to the laws 
of the state within which such lands, tenements, or hereditaments may 
be situate, shall be good and effectual against all persons whom the said 
bankrupt, by common recovery, or other means, might or could bar of 
any estate1 right, title, or possibility of or in the said lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any bankrupt i,hall have 
conv~red or assured any lands1 goods or estate, unto any person, upon 
cond1tion or power of redemption, by payment of money or otherwise, it 
shall be lawful for the commissioners, or for any person by them duly 
authorized for that purpose, by writing, under their hands and seals, to 
make tender of money or other performance according to the nature of 
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su.ch. condition, as fully as the bankrupt might have done; and the com
m1ss10ners, after such performance or tender, shall have power to assign 
such lands, goods and estate, for the benefit of the creditors, as fully 
and effectually as a~y other part of the estate of such bankrupt. 

SEc. 13. And be zt furtlter enacted, That the commissioners aforesaid 
shall have power to assign, for the use aforesaid, all the debts due to 
such bankrupt, or to any other person for his or her use or benefit· 
~hich assign.ment shall vest the property and right thereof in the a; 
s1gnee or ass1gn_ees of sue~ ?ankrupt, as fully as if the bond, judgment, 
contract, or claim, had ongmally belonged or been made to the said 
assignees; and_ after the said assignment, neither the said bankrupt, nor 
any person actmg as trustee for him or her, shall have power to recover 
or discharge the same, nor shall the same be attached as the debt of the 
said bankrupt; but the assignee or assignees aforesaid shall have such 
remedy to recover the same, in his or their own name or names, as such 
bankrupt might or could have had, if no commission of bankruptcy had 
issued. And when any action in the name of such bankrupt shall have 
been commenced, and shall be pending for the recovery of any debt or 
effects of such bankrupt, which shall be assigned, or shall, or might be-
come vested in the assignee or assignees of such bankrupt as aforesaid, 
then such assignee or assignees may claim to be, and shall be thereupon 
admitted to prosecute such action in his or their name, for the use and 
benefit of the creditors of such bankrupt; and the same judgment shall 
be rendered in such action, and all attachments or other security taken 
therein, shall be in like manner holden and liable, as if the said action 
had been originally commenced in the name of such assignee or as-
signees, after the original plaintiff therein had become a bankrupt as 
aforesaid: Provided, that where a debtor shall have, bona fide, paid his 
debt to any bankrupt, without notice that such person was bankrupt, he 
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or she shall not be liable to pay the same to the assignee or assignees. 
SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if complaint shall be made Mode of dis-

or information given to the commissioners, or if they shall have good covering con-
b d I I ccaled property reason to elieve or suspect, that any of the property, goo s, c iatte s, or or debts. 

debts, of the bankrupt, are in the possession of any other person, or that 
any person is indebted to, or for the use of the bankrupt, then the said 
commissioners shall have power to summon, or to cause to be sum-
moned, by their attorney or other person duly authorized by them, all 
such persons before them, or the judge of the district where such person 
shall reside, by such process, or other means, as they shall think con-
venient, and upon their appearance, toexamine them byparoleor by inter-
rogatories, in writing, on oath, or affirmation, which oath or affirmation 
they are hereby empowered to administer, respecting the knowledge of 
all such property, goods, chattels, and debts; and if such person shall 
r2fuse to be sworn or affirmed, and to make answer to such questions or 
interrogatories as shall be administered, and to subscribe the said an-
swers, or upon examination shall not declare the whole truth, touching 
the subject matter of such examination, then it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners, or judge, to commit such person to prison, there to be 
detained until they shall submit themselves to be examined in manner 
aforesaid, and they shall, moreover, forfeit double the value of all the 
property, goods, chattels, and debts, by them concealed. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That if any of the aforesaid Mode of com-
b ,, h pelling the at. persons shall, after legal summons to appear e,ore t e comm1ss1oners tendance ofwit-

or judge, to be examined, refuse to attend, or shall not attend at the nesses. 
time appointed, having no such impediment as shall ?e allow~d .of by 
the commissioners or judge, it shall be lawful for the said comm1ss1oners 
or judge to direct their warrants to such person or persons as by them 
shall be thought proper, to apprehend s?c~ person~ as shall refuse t? ap-
pear, and to bring them before the comm1ss10ners or Judge, to be exammed, 

Vor,. IJ.-4 C 
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and upon their refusal to com~, to commit_ them to p1:isoni until they shall 
submit themselves to be exammed, accordmg to the direct10ns of this act : 
Provided that such witnesses as shall be so sent for, shall be allowed such 
compens~tion as the commissioners or judge shall think fit, to be rat~ably 
borne by the creditors; and if an)'. person, other than the bankrupt, either 
by subornation of others, or by his o: he_r own act, shall wilfully or cor
ruptly commit perjury on such exammat10~, to be taken before the com
missioners as aforesaid the party so offendmg, and all persons who shall 
procure any person to ~ommit such perjury, shall, on_ con~iction thereof, 
be fined not exceedincr four thousand dollars, and 1mpnsoncd, not ex
ceeding 'two years, and° moreover shall, in either case, be rendered inca
pable of being a witness in any court of record: 

SEc. 16. And be it furt!ter enacted, That 1f any person or persons 
shall fraudulently, or collusively claim any debts, or claim or detain any 
real or personal estate of the bankrupt, every such person shall forfeit 
double the value thereof, to and for the use of the creditors. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any p~rson, prior _to his 
or her becoming a bankrupt, shall convey to any of lns or her children, 
or other persons, any lands or goods, o: tr:msfer his or [herl. debts or 
demands into other persons' names, with mtent to defraud fos or her 
creditors, the commissioners shall have power to assign the same, in as 
effectual a manner as if the bankrupt had been actually seised or pos
sessed thereof. 

SEc. 18. And be it furt!tcr enacted, That if any person or persons 
who shall become bankrupt within the intent and meaning of this act, 
and against whom a commission of bankruptcy shall be duly issued, 
upon which commission such person or persons shall be declared bank
rupt, shall not, within forty-two days after notice thereof, in writing, to 
be l<'ft at the usual place of abode of such person or persons, or personal 
notice in case such person or persons be then in prison, and notice given 
in some gazette, that such commission hath been issued, and of the time 
and place of meeting of the commissioners, surrender him or herself to 
the said commissioners, and sign or subscribe such surrender, and sub
mit to be examined, from time to time, upon oath or rnlemn afllrmation, 
by and before such commissioners, and in all things conform to the pro
visions of this act, and also upon such his or her examination, fully and 
truly disclose and discover all his or her effects and estate, real and per
sonal, and how and in what manner, to whom and upon what consider
ation, and at what time or times he or she hath disposed of, assigned or 
transferred, any of his or her goods, wares, or merchandise, monies, or 
other effects and estate, and of all books, papers and writings relating 
thereunto, of which he or she was possessed, or in or to which he or she 
was any ways interested or entitled, or which any person or persons shall 
then have, or shall have had in trust for him or her, or for his or her use, 
at any time before or after the issuing of the said commission, or whereby 
such bankrupt, or his or her family then hath, or may have or expect any 
profit, possibility of profit, benefit or advantage whatsoever, except only 
such part of his or her estate and effects as shall have been really and 
bona fide before sold and disposed of, in the way of his or her trade and 
dealings, and except such sums of money as shall have been laid out in 
the ordinary expenses of his or her family, and also upon such examina
tion, execute in due form of law, such conveyance, a,:surance, and assign
ment of his or her estate, whatsoever and wherescever, as shall be 
devised and di~ected bv the commissioners, to vest the same in the 
assignees, their heirs, e{ecutors, administrators, and assigns for ever, in 
trust, for th_e use of all and every the creditors of such bankrupt, who 
shall come 111 and prove their debts under the commission ; and deliver 
up unto the commissioners, all such part of his or her the said bankrupt's 
goods, warE's, mnchandises, money, E'ffPcts flnd <'Rtate, nnd all books, 
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papers, and writing~ relating thereunto, as at the time of such exami11ation 
shall be in his or her possession, custody or power, his or her necessary 
wearing apparel, and the necessary wearing apparel of the wife and chil
dren, and necessary beds and bedding, of such bankrupt only excepted, 
then he or she the said bankrupt, upon the conviction of any wilful default, 
or omission in any of the matters or things aforesaid, shall be adjudged a 
fraudulent bankrupt, and shall suffer imprisonment for a term not less than 
twelve months, nor exceeding ten years, and shall not, at any time after, 
be entitled to the benefits of this act: Provided always, that in case any 
bankrupt shall be in prison or custody at the time of issuing such commis
sion, and is willing to surrender and submit to be examined, according to 
the directions of this act, and can be brought before the said commission
ers and creditors for that purpose, the expense thereof shall be paid out 
of the said bankrupt's effects, and in case such bankrupt is in execution, or 
cannot be brought before the commissioners, that then the said commis
sioners, or some one of them shall, from time to time, attend the said 
bankrupt in prison or custody, and take his or her discovery as in other 
cases, and the assignees, or one of them, or some person appointed by 
them, shall attend such bankrupt in prison or custody, and produce his 
or her books, papers and writings, in order to enable him or her to 
prepare his or her discovery; a copy whereof the said assignees shall 
apply for, and the said bankrupt shall deliver to them or their order, 
within a reasonable time after the same shall have been required. 

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
appoint, within the said forty-two days, so limited as aforesaid, for the 
bankrupt to surrender and conform as aforesaid, not less than three seve
ral meetings for the purposes aforesaid, the third of which meetings shall 
be qn the last of the said forty-two days: Provided always, that the judge 
of the district within which such commission issues, shall have power to 
enlarge the time so limited as aforesaid, for the purposes aforesaid, as he 
shall think fit, not exceeding filly days, to be computed from the end of 
the said forty-two days, so as such order for enlarging the time be made 
at least six days before the expiration of said term. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners, or any other person or officers, by them to be appointed, 
by their warrant, under their hands and seals, to break open in the day 
time the houses, chambers, shops, warehouses, doors, trunks, or chests, 
of the bankrupt, where any of his or her goods or estate, deeds, books 
of account or writings, shall be, and to take possession of the goods, 
money, and other estate, deeds, books of account or writings of such 
bankrupt. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That if the bankrupt shall refuse 
to be examined, or to answer fully, or to subscribe his or her examina
tion as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the commissioners to commit the 
offender to close imprisonment, until he or she shall conform hirn or 
herself; and if the said bankrupt shall submit to be examined, and upon 
his or her examination, it shall appear that he or she hath committed 
wilful or corrupt perjury, he or she rnay be indicted therefor, and being 
thereof convicted, shall suffer imprisonment for a term not less than two 
years, nor exceeding ten years. 

SEc. 22. And be it farther enacted, That every bankrupt, having 
surrendered, shall, at all seasonable times before the expiration of the 
said forty-two days, as aforesai~, o~ of such f~rther ti~e as shal_l be 
allowed to finish his or her exammat1on, be at liberty to mspect his or 
her books and writings, in the presence of some person to be appointed 
by the commissioners, and to bring with ~im ~r her, for his _or her as
sistance, such persons as he or she shall thmk fit, not exceedmg two at 
one time, and to make extracts and copies to enable him or her to 
make a full discovery of his or her effects; and the said bankrupt shall 
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be free from arrests, in coming to surrender? and after having surren
dered to the said commissioners, for the said forty-two days, or such 
farther time as shall be allowed for the finishing his or her examination; 
and in case such bankrupt shall be arrested for debt, or taken on any 
escape warrant or execution, co_ming to surrender, o: after his surren
der within the time before mentioned, then on producmg such summons 
or notice under the hand of the commissioners, and giving the officer a 
copy thereof, he or she shall be discharged; and in case any officer shall 
afterwards detain such bankrupt, such officer shall forfeit to such bank
rupt for his or her own use, ten dollars for every day he shall detain the 
bankrupt. 

SEC. 23. And be it furtlier enacted, That every person who shall 
knowingly or wilfully receive or keep concealed . any bankrupt, so ~s 
aforesaid summoned to appear, or who shall assist such bankrupt 111 

concealing him or herself, or in absconding, shall suffer such imprison
ment, not exceeding twelve months, or pay such fine !o _the United 
States, not exceeding one thousand dollars, as upon conv1ct10n thereof 
shall be adjudged. 

SEC. 24. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said commissioners shall 
have power to examine, upon oath or affirmation, the wife of any person 
lawfully declared a bankrupt, for the discovery of such part of his estate 
as may be concealed or disposed of by such wife, or by any other per
son ; and the said wife shall incur such penalties for not appearing 
before the said commissioners, or refnsing to be sworn or affirmed, or 
examined, and to subscribe her examination, or for not disclosing the 
truth, as by this act is prnvide<l against any other person in like cases. 

SEC. 25. And be it furtlter enacted, That in case any person shall 
be committed by the commissioners for refusing to answer, or for not 
fully answering any question, or for any other cause, the commis
sioners shall, in their warrant, specify such question or other cause of 
commitment. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlur enacted, That if after the bankrupt shall 
hal'e finished his or her final examination, any other person or persons 
shall voluntarily make discovery of any part of such bankrupt's estate, 
before unknown to the commissioners, such person or persons shall be 
entitled to fire per cent. out of the effects so discovered, and such fur
ther reward as the commissioners shall think proper; and any trustee 
having notice of the bankruptcy, wilfnlly concealing the estate of any 
bankrupt, for the sp~ce of ten <lays after the bankrupt shall have fin
ished his final examination, as aforesaid, shall forfeit double the value of 
the estate so concealed, for the benefit of the creditors. 

SEc. 27. And be it fi1rtltcr enacted, That if any person shall become 
bankrupt, and at such time, by consent of the owner, have in his or her 
possession and disposition, any goods whereof he or she shall be reputed 
owner, and take upon him or herself, the sale, alteration, or disposition 
thereof, as owner, the commissioners shall have power to assign the 
same, for the benefit of the creditors, as fully as any other part of the 
estate of the bankrupt. 

SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That if any bankrupt, after the 
issuing any commission against him or her, pay to the person who sued 
out _the same, or_give or 1eliver to such person, goods or any other satis
faction or secunty for his or her debt, whereby such person shall pri
vately have and receive a greater proportion of his or her debt than the 
other creditors, such preference shall be a new act of bankruptcy, and 
on g?od proof thereof, such commission shall and may be superseded, 
and It shall and may be lawful for ~ither of the judges, having authority 
to grant the c?m_m1ss1on as aforesaid, to award any creditor petitioning 
another comm1ss10n, and such person, so taking such undue satisfaction 
as aforesaid, shall forfeit and lose, as well his or her whole debts, as the 
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wh?le he or she shall have taken and received, and shall pay back, or 
deliver up the sam~, or the full value thereof, to the assignee or assignees 
who shall be appointed or chosen under such commission, in manner 
aforesaid, in trust for, and to be divided among the other creditors of 
the said bankrupt, in proportion to their respective debts. 

SEc. 29. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall be 
chosen assignee of the estate a~d effects of a bankrupt, shall, at some 
time after the expiration of four months, and within twelve months from 
the time of issuing the commission, cause at least thirty days public 
notice to be given, of the time and place the commissioners and as
signees intend to meet, to make a dividend or distribution of the bank
rupt's estate and effects; at which time the creditors who have not before 
proved their debts, shall be at liberty to prove the same; and upon every 
such meeting, the assignee or assignees shall produce to the commis
sioners and creditors then present, fair and just accounts of all his or 
their receipts and payments, touching the bankrupt's estate and effects, 
and of what shall remain outstanding, and the particulars thereof, and 
shall, if the creditors then present, or a major part of them, require the 
same, be examined upon oath or solemn affirmation, before the same 
commissioners, touching the truth of such accounts; and in such 
accounts, the said assignee or assignees shall be allowed and retain all 
such sum and sums of money, as they shall have paid or expended in 
suing out and prosecuting the commission, and all other just allowances 
on account of, or by reason or means of their being assignee or as
signees; and the said commissioners shall order such part of the nett 
produce of the said bankrupt's estate, as by such accounts or otherwise 
shall appear to be in the hands of the said assignees, as they shall think 
fit, to be forthwith divided among such of the bankrupt's creditors as 
have duly proved their debts under such commission, in proportion to 
their several and respective debts; and the commissioners shall make 
such their order for a dividend in writing, under their hands, and shall 
cause one part of such order to be filed amongst the proceedings under 
the said commission, and shall deliver unto each of the assignees under 
such commission, a duplicate of such their order, which order of distri
bution shall contain an account of the time and place of making such 
order, and the sum total or quantum of all the debts provt>d under the 
commission, and the sum total of the money remaining in the hands of 
the assignee or assignees to be divided, and how many per cent. in par
ticular is there ordered to he paid to every creditor of his debt; and the 
said assignee or assignees in pursuance of such order, and without any 
deed or deeds of distribution, to be made for the purpose, shall forthwith 
make such dividend and distribution accordingly, and shall take receipts 
in a book to be kept for the purpose, from each creditor, for the part or 
share of such dividend or distribution, which he or they shall make, and 
pay to each creditor respectively; and such order and receipt shall be a 
full and effectual discharge to such assignee for so much as he shall 
fairly pay, pursuant to such order as aforesaid. 

SEc. 30. And be it .further enacted, That within eighteen months 
next after the issuing of the commission, the assignee or assignees shall 
make a second dividend of the bankrupt's estate and effects, in case the 
same were not wholly divided upon the first dividend, and shall cause 
due public notice to be given of the time and place the said commis
sioners intend to meet, to make a second distribution of the bankrupt's 
estate and effects, and for the creditors who shall not before have proved 
their debts, to come in and prove the same; and at such meeting, the 
said assignees shall produce, on oath or solemn affirmation as aforesaid, 
their accounts of the bankrupt's estate and effects, and what, upon the 
balance thereof, shall appear to be in their hands, shall by like order of 
the commissioners, be forthw_ith divided amongst such of the bankrupt's 
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creditors as shall have made due proof of their debts, in proportion to 
their several and respective debts; which second dividend shall be final, 
unless any suit at law, or equity, be depending, or any par~ of the est~te 
standing out, that could not have bt;en disposed of, or tt_1at the maJor 
part of the creditors shall not have agreed to be sold or disposed of, or 
unless some other or future estate or effects of the bankrupt shall after
wards come to, or rest in the said assignees, in which cases the said 
assignees shall, as soon as may be, _co:ivert such future or other estate 
and effects into money, and shall, w1thm two mont~s _after the_s~me be 
converted into money, by like order of the comm1ss10ners, divide the 
same among such bankrupt's creditors as shall have made due proof of 
their debt under such commission. 

SEc. 31. And be it furtlter enacted, That in the distribution of the 
bankrupt's effects, there shall be paid t? every of_ the creditors a portion
rate, according to the amount of their respective debts, so that every 
creditor having security for his debt by judgment, statute, recognizance, 
or specialty, or having an attachment under any of the laws of the 
individual states, or of the United States, on the estate of such bank
rupt, (Provided, there be no execution executed upon any of the real 
or personal estate of such bankrupt, before the time he or she became 
bankrupts) shall not be relieved upon any such judgment, statute, recogni
zance, specialty, or attachment, for more than a rateable part of his 
debt, with the other creditors of the bankrupt. 

SEc. 32. And be it further enacted, That the assignees shall keep 
one or more distinct book or books of account, wherein he or they shall 
duly enter all sums of money or effects, which he or they shall have re
ceived, or got into his or their possession, of the said bankrupt's estate, 
to which books of account, every creditor who shall have proved his or 
her debt, shall, at all reasonable times, have free resort, and inspect the 
same as often as he or she shall think fit. 

SEc. 33. And be it further enacted, That every bankrupt, not being 
in prison or custody, shall, at all times after his surrender, be bound to 
attend the assignees, upon every reasonable notice, in writing, for that 
purpose, given or left at the usual place of his or her abode, in order to 
assist in making out the accounts of the said bankrupt's estate and effects, 
and to attend any court of record, to be examined touching the same, 
or such other business, as the said assignees shall judge necessary, for 
which he shall receive three dollars per day. 

SEc. 34. And be it furt!ter enacted, That all and every person and 
persons who shall become bankrupt as aforesaid, and who shall, within 
the time limited by this act, surrender him or herself to the commis
sioners, and in all things conform as in and by this act is directed, shall 
be allowed five per cent. upon the nett produce of all the estate that 
shall be recovered in and received, which shall be paid unto him or her 
by the assignee or assignees, in case the nett produce of such estate, 
after such allowance made, shall be sufficient to pay the creditors of 
said bankrupt, who shall have proved their debts under such commission, 
the amount of fifty per cent. on their said debts, respectively, and so as 
the said five per cent. shall not exceed, in the whole, the sum of five 
hundred dollars; and in case the nett produce of the said estate shall, 
over and above the allowance hereafter mentioned, be sufficient to pay 
the said creditors seventy-five per cent. on the amount of their said debts, 
respectively, that then the said bankrupt shaJI be allowed ten per cent. 
on the amount of such nett produce, to be paid as aforesaid, so as such 
ten per cent. shall not, in the whole, exceed the sum of eight hundred 
dollars; and every such bankrupt shall be discharged from all debts by 
him or her due or owing, at the time he or she became bankrupt, and 
all w?ich were or might have been proved under the said commission; 
1md m case any such bankrupt shall afterwards be arrested, prosecuted 



SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. CH. 19. 1800. 

or impleaded, for or on account of any of the said debts, such bankrupt 
may appear without bail, and may plead the general issue, and give this 
act, and the special matter in evidence. And the certificate of such 
bankrupt's conforming, and the allowance thereof, according to the direc
tions of this act, shall be, and shall be allowed to be, sufficient evidence, 
prima facie, of the party's being a bankrupt within the meaning of this 
act, and of the commission and other proceedings precedent to the 
obtaining Ruch certificate, and a verdict shall thereupon pass for the 
defendant, unless the plaintiff in such action can prove the said certifi
cate was obtained unfairly, and by fraud, or unless he can make appear 
any concealment of estate or effects, by such bankrupt to the value of 
one hundred dollars. Provided, That no such discharge of a bankrupt, 
shall release or discharge any person who was a partner with such bank
rupt, at the time he or she became bankrupt, or who was then jointly 
held or bound with such bankrupt for the same debt or debts from which 
such bankrupt was discharged as aforesaid. 

SEc. 35. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if the nett 
proceeds of the bankrupt's estate, so to be discovered, recovered and 
received, shall not amount to so much as will pay all and every of the 
creditors of the said bankrupt, who shall have proved their debts under 
the said commission, the amount of fifty per cent. on their debts respec
tively, after all charges first deducted, that then, and in such case, the 
bankrupt shall not be allowed five per centum on such estate as shall 
be recovered in, but shall have and be paid by the assignees so much 
money as the commissioners shall think fit to allow, not more than three 
hundred dollars, nor exceeding three per centum on the nett proceeds 
of the said bankrupt's estate. 

SEc. 36. Provided also, and be it furtlter enacted, That no person 
becoming a bankrupt according to the intent and provisions of this act, 
shall be entitled to a certificate of discharge, or to any of the benefits of 
the act, unless the commissioners shall certify under their hands, to the 
judge of the district within which such commission issues, that such 
bankrupt hath made a full discovery of his or her estate and effects, and 
in all things conformed him or herself to the directions of this act, and 
that there doth not appear to them any reason to doubt of the truth of 
such discovery, or that the same was not a full discovery of the said 
bankrupt's estate and effects; or unless the said judge should be of 
opinion that the said certificate was unreasonably denied by the com
missioners; and unless two thirds, in number and in value, of the cre
ditors of the bankrupt, who shall be creditors for not less than fifty dol
lars respectively, and who shall have duly proved their debts under the 
said commission, shall sign such certificate to the judge, and testify 
their consent to the allowance of a certificate of discharge, in pursu
ance of this act ; which signing and consent shall be also certified by 
the commissioners; but the said commissioners shall not certify the 
same till they have proof by affidavit or affirmation, in writing, of sud, 
creditors, or of the persons respectively authorized for that purpose, 
si<rning the said certificate ; which affidavit or affirmation, together with 
th~ Jetter or power of attorney to sign, shall be laid before the judge of 
the district within which such commission issues, in order for the allow
ing the certificate of discharge, and the said certificate shall not be 
allowed unless the bankrupt make oath or affirmation in writing, that 
the certificate of the commissioners, and consent of the creditors there
unto were obtained fairly and without fraud ; and any of the creditors 
of the said bankrupt are allowed to be heard, if they shall think fit, before 
the respective persons aforesaid, against the making or allowing of such 
certificates by the commissioners or judge. . . 

SEc. 37. And be it further enacted, That 1f any creditor, or pretended 
crrditor, of any hank ;npt, ~hall l"xhibit to the commi~sioners anv ficti-
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tious or false debt or demand, with intent to defraud the real creditors 
of such bankrupt, 'and the bankrupt shall refuse to make discovery there
of and suffer the fair creditors to be imposed upon, he shall lose all title 
to' the allowance unon the amount of his effects, and to a certificate of 
discharge as afores~id, nor shall he be ~ntitled to the said ~llowancc or 
certificate if he has lost, at any one time fifty dollars, or 111 the whole 
three hun'dred dollars, after the passing of this act, and within twelve 
months before he became a bankrupt, by any manner of gaming or wa-
gering whatever. . 

SEC. 38. And be it furtlie1· enacted, That 1f any bankrupt, who shall 
have obtained his certificate, shall be taken in execution or detained in 
prison on account of any debts owing before he became a bankrupt, by 
reasor: that judgment was obtain~d before_ such certificate ~as_ allowed, 
it shall be lawful for any of the Judges of the court wherem Judgment 
was so obtained, or for any court, judge; or justice, within the district in 
which such bankrupt shall be detained, having powers to award or allow 
the writ of habeas corpus, on such bankrupt producing his certificate so 
as aforesaid allowed, to order any sheriff or gaoler who shall have such 
bankrupt in custody, to discharge such bankrupt without fee or charge, 
first giving reasonable notice to the plaintiff, or his attorney, of the mo
tion for such discharge. 

SEc. 39. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall hare 
bona.fide given credit to or taken securities, payable at future days, from 
persons who are or shall become bankrupts, not due at the time of such 
persons becoming bankrupt, shall be admitted to prove their debts and 
contracts, as if they were payable presently, and shall have a dividend in 
proportion to the other creditors, discounting, where no interest is pay
able, at the rate of so much per centum per annum, as is equal to the 
lawful interest of the state where the debt was payable; and the obligee 
of any bottomry or respondentia bond, and the assured in any policy of 
insurance, shall be admitted to claim, and after the contingency or loss, 
to prove the debt thereon, in like manner as if the same had happened 
before issuing the commission; and the bankrupt shall be discharged 
from such securities, as if such money had been due and payable before 
the time of his or her becoming bankrupt; and such creditors may peti
tion for a commission, or join in petitioning. 

SEc. 40. And be it further enacted, That in case any person, com
mitted by the commissioners' warrant, shall obtain a habeas corpus, in 
order to be discharged, and there shall appear any insufficiency in the 
form of the warrant, it shall be lawful for the court or judge before whom 
such party shall be brought by habeas corpus, by rule or warrant, to com
mit such persons to the same prison, there to remain until he shall con
form as aforesaid, unless it shall be made to appear that he ha<l fully 
answered all lawful questions put to him by the commissioners; or in 
case such person was committed for not signing his examination, unless 
it shall appear that the party had good reason for refusing to sign the 
same, or that the commissioners had exceeded their authority in making 
such commitment; and in case the gaoler to whom such person shall be 
committed, shall wilfully or negligently suffer such person. to escape, or 
go without the doors or walls of the prison, such gaoler shall, for such 
offence, being convicted thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding three thou
sand dollars for the use of the creditors. 

SEC. 41. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the gaoler shall, upon the 
request of any creditor, having proved his debt, and showing a certifi
cate thereof, under the hands of the commissioners, which the commis
sioners shall give without fee or reward, produce the person so com
mitt~d; and in ~ase such gaoler shall refuse to show such person to such 
creditor, requestmg the same, such person shall be considered as having 
escaped, and the.gaoler or sheriff so refusing, shall be liable as for a wil
ful escape. 



SIXTH CONGRESS. Si:ss. I. C11. 19. 1800. 

_SEC. 42._ "4nd be it further enacted, That where it shall appear to the 
said comm1ss10ners that there hath been mutual credit given by the bank
rupt, and any other person, or mutual debts between them at any time 
before such person became bankrupt, the assignee or assignees of the 
estate shall state the account between them, and one debt may be set off 
against the other, and what shall appear to be due on either side on the 
balance of such account after such set off, and no more, shall be claimed 
or paid on either side respectively. 

SEC. 43. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the assignee or assignees of any bankrupt's estate and effects, 
under the direction of the commissioners, and by and with the consent 
of the major part in value of such of the said bankrupt's creditors, as 
shall have duly proved their debts under the commission, and shall be 
present at any meeting of the said creditors, to be held in pursuance of 
due and public notice for that purpose given, to submit any difference 
or dispute for, on account of, or by reason or means of, any matter, 
cause, or thing whatsoever, relating to such bankrupt, or to his or her 
estate or effects, to the final end and determination of arbitrators to be 
chosen by the said commissioners, and the major part in value of such 
creditors as shall be present at such meeting as aforesaid, and the party 
or parties with whom they shall have such difference or dispute, and to 
perform the award of such arbitrators, or otherwise to compound and 
agree the matter in difference and dispute as aforesaid, in such manner 
as the said assignee or assignees under the direction and with the con
sent aforesaid, shall think fit and can agree; and the same shall be bind
ing on the several creditors of the said bankrupt, and the said assignee 
or assignees are hereby indemnified for what they shall fairly do, accord
ing to the directions aforesaid. 

SEC. 44. And be it further enacted, That the assignees shall be, and 
hereby are vested with full power to dispose of all the bankrupt's estate, 
real and personal, at public auction or vendue, without being subject to 
any tax, duty, imposition, or restriction, any law to the contrary not
withstanding. 

SEc. 45. And be it further enacted, That if after any commission of 
bankruptcy, sued forth, the bankrupt happen to die before the commis
sioners shall have distributed the effects, or any part thereof, the com
missioners shall, nevertheless, proceed to execute the commission, as 
fully as they might have done if the party were living. 

SEC. 46. And be it further enacted, That where any commission of 
bankruptcy shall be delivered to the commissioners, therein named, to 
be executed, it shall and may be lawful for them before they take the 
oath or affirmation of qualification, to demand and take from the creditor 
or creditors prosecuting such commission, a bond with one good security, 
if required, in the penalty of one thousand dollars, conditioned for the 
payment of the costs, charges, and expenses, which shall arise and accrue 
upon the prosecution of the said commission: Pi·ovided always, that 
the expenses, so as aforesaid to be secured and paid by the petitioning 
creditor or creditors, shall be repaid to him or them by the commission
ers or assignees, out of the first monies arising from the bankrupt's 
estate or effects, if so much be received therefrom. 

SEc. 47. And be it further enacted, That the district judges, in each 
district respectively, shall fix a rate of allowance to be made to the 
commissioners of bankruptcy, as compensation of services to be ren
dered under the commission, and it shall be lawful for any creditor, by 
petition to the district judge, to except to any charge contained in the 
account of the commissioners : and the said judge, after hearing the 
commissioners, may in a summary way decide upon the validity of such 
exception. 

SEC. 48. And bP it further macterl, That all penaltie!l given by this 
VoL. II.-5 
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act for the benefit of the creditors, shall be recovered by the assignee or 
assignees by action of debt, and the money so recovered, the charges of 
suit being deducted, shall be distributed towards ~ayment of _the creditors. 

SEc. 49. And be it further enacted, '.fhat if any action shall be 
brought against any commi_ssi_oner, or ass1g1;ee, or other person, having 
authority under the comm1ss1on, for any thmg done or performed by 
force of this act, the defendant may plead the general issue, and give 
this act and the special matter in evidence; and in case of a nonsuit, 
discontinuance, or verdict or judgment for him, he shall recover double 
costs. 

SEc. 50. And be it further enacted, That if any estate real or per-
sonal shall descend, revert to, or become vested in any person, after he 
or she shall be declared a bankrupt, and before he or she shall obtain a 
certificate, signed by the ju?ge as ~foresaid,. al\ such estate shall, by 
virtue of this act, be vested m the said commissioners, and shall be by 
them assigned and conveyed to the assign~e or assignees in fee si~ple, 
or otherwise, in like manner as above dJrected, with the estate of the 
said bankrupt, at the time of the bankruptcy, and the proceeds thereof 
shall be divided among the creditors. 

SEC. 51. And be it furtlier enacted, That the said commissioners 
shall, once in every year, carefully file, in the clerk's office of the 
district court, all the proceedings had in every case before them, and 
which shall have been finished, including the commissions, examinations, 
dividends, entries, and other determinations of the said commissioner;;, 
in which office, the final certificate of the said bankrupt may also be 
recorded; all which proceedings shall remain of record in the said 
office, and certified copies thereof shall be admitted as evidence in all 
courts, in like manner as the copies of the proceedings of the said district 
court are admitted in other cases. 

SEc. 52. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be'la1vful 
for any creditor of such bankrupt, to attend all or any of the examina
tions of said bankrupt, and the allowance of the final certificate, if he 
shall think proper, and then and there to propose interrogatories, to be 
put by the judge or commissioners to the said bankrupt and others, and 
also to produce and examine witnesses and documents before such judge 
or commissioners, relative to the subject matter before them. And in 
case either the bankrupt or creditor shall think him or herself aggrieved 
by the determination of the said judge or commissioners, relative to 
any material fact, in the commencement or progress of the said proceed
ings, or in the allowance of the certificate aforesaid, it shall and may be 
lawful for either party to petition the said judge, setting forth such facts 
and the determination thereon, with the complaint of the party, and a 
prayer for trial by a jury to determine the same, and the said judge 
shall, in his discretion, make order thereon, and award a venire facias to 
the marshal of the district, returnable within fifteen days before him, for 
the trial of the facts mentioned in the said petition, notice whereof shall 
be given to the commissioners and creditors concerned in the same; at 
which time the said trial shall be had, unless, on good cause shown, the 
judge s~all give farther time, and judgment being entered on the verdict 
o_f the Jury, shall be final, on the said facts, and the judge or commis
s10ners shall proceed agreeably thereto. 

SEC. 53. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners before 
the appointment of assignees, and the assignees after such appointment, 
may, from time to time, make such allowance out of the bankrupt's 
estate until ~e. shall have obtained his final discharge, as in their opinion 
ma~ be reqmsite for the necessary support of the said bankrupt and his 
family. 

~Ee. 54. And b'e it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
maJor part in 1·nl11e of the creditors, before they, proceed to the choice 
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of assignees, to direct in .what manner, with whom, and where the 
monies arising by, and to be received from time to time out of the bank
rupt's estate, shall be lodged, until the same shall be divided amoncr the 
credito~s, as herein provided; to which direction every such assignee 
and assignees shall conform as often as three hundred dollars shall be 
received. 

SEc. 55. And be it furtlter enacted, That every matter and thing by 
this act, required to be done by the commissioners of any bankrupt, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, if performed by a majority of 
them. 

SEc. 56. And be it furtlter enacted, That in all cases where the as
signees shall prosecute any debtor of the bankrupt for any debt, duty or 
demand, the commission, or a certified copy thereof, and the assignment 
of the commissioners of the bankrupt's estate, shall be conclusive evi
dence of the issuing the commission, and of the person named therein, 
being a trader and bankrupt, at the time mentioned therein. 

SEc. 57. And be it furt!ter enacted, That every person obtaining a 
discharge from his debts, by certificate as aforesaid, granted under a 
commission of bankruptcy, shall ·not, on any future commission, be en
titled to any other certificate than a discharge of his person only; unless 
the nett proceeds of the estate and effects of such person so becoming 
bankrupt a second time, shall be sufficient to pay seventy-five per cent. 
to his or her creditors on the amount of their debts respectively. 

SEc. 58. And be it furtlter enacted, That any creditor of a person, 
against whom a commission of bankruptcy shall have been sued forth, 
and who shall lay his claim before the commissioners appointed in pur
suance of this act, may at the same time declare his unwillingness to 
submit the same to the judgment of the said commissioners, and his 
wish that a jury may be impanneled to decide thereon: And in like 
manner the assignee or assignees of such bankrupt may object to the 
consideration of any particular claim by the commissioners, and require 
that the same should be referred to a jury. In either case, such objection 
and request shall be entered on the books of the commissioners, and 
thereupon an issue shall be made up between the parties, and a jury 
shall be impanneled, as in other cases, to try the same in the circuit 
court for the district in which such bankrupt has usually resided. The 
verdict of such jury shall be subject to the control of the court, as in 
suits originally instituted in the said court, and when rendered, if not 
set aside by the court, shall be certified to the commissioners, and shall 
ascertain the amount of any such claim, and such creditor or creditors 
shall be considered in all respects as having proved their debts under 
the commission. 

SEc. 59. And be it furtlier enacted, That the lands and effects of any 
person becoming bankrupt may be sold on such credit, and on such se
curity, as a major part in value of the creditors may direct: Provided, 
nothing herein contained shall be allowed so to operate, as to retard the 
granting the bankrupt's certificate. 

SEc. 60. And be it further enacted, That if any pers1m becoming 
bankrupt, shall be in prison, it shall be lawful for any creditor or credi
tors, at whose suit he or she shall be in execution, to discharge him or 
her from custody, or if such creditor or creditors shall refuse to do so, 
the prisoner may petition the commissioners, to liberate him or her, and 
thereupon, if, in the opinion of the commissioners, the conduct of such 
bankrupt shall have been fair, so as to entitl~ him or. her in th~ir op~
nion, to a certificate, when by law ia:uch certificate might be given, 1t 
shall be lawful for them to direct the discharge of such prisoner, and to 
enter the same in their books, which being notified to the keeper of the 
gaol in which such prisoner may be confined, shall be a .sufficient autho, 
tity for his or her ~Escharge: Provided, that in either case, .such dis-
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charge shall be no bar to another execution, if a certificate shall be 
refused to such bankrupt: And provided also, that it shall be no bar to 
a subsequent imprisonment of sue~ ?ankrupt. by order of the commis
sioners, in conformity with the prov1s1ons ofth1s_ act. 

SEC, 61. And be it further enacted, That this act shaJI not repeal ?r 
annul or be construed to repeal or annul the laws of any state now m 
force,' or which may be hereafter enacted, for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, except so far as t?e sa~e ~ay respect persons, who are, or may 
be clearly within the purview of this act, and whose debts shall amount 
in the cases specified in the secon~ s~ction ther~of to th~ sums therein 
mentioned. And if any person w1thm the purview of this act, shall be 
imprisoned for the space of three months, for any debt, or upon any con
tract unless the creditors of such prisoner shaJI proceed to prosecute a 
com~ission of bankruptcy against him or her, agreeably to the provi
sions of this act, such debtor may and shall be entitled to relief, under 
any such laws for the relief of insolvent debtors, this act notwithstanding. 

SEC, 62. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this 
law shall, in any manner, effect the right of preference to prior satisfac
tion of debts due to the United States as secured or provided by any 
Jaw heretofore passed, nor shall be construed to Ie~sen or impair any 
right to, or security for, money due to the United States or to any of 
them. 

SEc. 63. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this 
act, shall be taken, or construed to invalidate, or impair any lien existing 
at the date of this act, upon the lands or chattels of any person who may 
have become a bankrupt. 

SEC. 64. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force during the term of five years, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer: Provided, that the 
expiration of this act shall not prevent the complete execution of any 
commission which may have been previously thereto issued. 

APPROVED, April 4, 1800. 

CHAP. XXl.-.Rn .!let to allow a drawback of duties on goods exported lo Ntw 
Orleans, and therein lo amend the act intituled "..in act to regulate the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That any goods, wares 
or merchandise, which shall be exported from the United States, after 
the tenth day of April current, in the manner prescribed by law, to the 
port of New Orleans, on the river Mississippi, shall be deemed and 
taken to be entitled to such drawbacks of duties as would be allowable 
thereon,_w~en exported to any other foreign port or place, any thing in 
the act mt1tuled "An act to nigulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage," to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, April 5, 1800. 

CHAP, X?Cll,-.foAct to continue in force "Jin act c011cerning certain fisheries of 
11:e United ~ta;;s, and for the regulati01, and government of the fishermen em• 
ployed therein, and for other purposes as therein menti011ed. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
?f .the United States of America in Congress assembled That the act 
mt1,tuled "An. act concerning certain fisheries of the U ni{ed States, and 
for the regulation and government of the fishermen employed therein " 
shall ~e in force, and is hereby continued for the term of ten years, fro:n 
the th1rd day of March, one thousand eight hundred, and until the end 
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of the session of Congress next ensuing the expiration of that term, any 
thing in the ninth section of the said act to the contrary hereof notwith
standing. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the additional allowances 
which were by the sixth section of the act, intituled, "Au act for raising 
a further sum of money for the protection of the frontiers, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned," and by the second section of the act, inti
tuled, "An act laying an additional duty on salt, and for other purposes," 
respectively granted to ships or vessels employed in the bank and other 
cod fisheries, shall be continued to the ships and vessels, respectively, 
which shall be so employed, in the terms and according to the intent of 
the said first mentioned act, for and during the further continuance 
thereof, as aforesaid ; Provided, that the said allowances shall not be 
understood to be continued for a longer time than the correspondent 
duties respectively, for which the said additional allowances were granted, 
shall be payable. 

APPROVED, April 12, 1800. 

CHAP. XXIll.-.On .!let to alter the form r!f certain oaths and affirmations directed 
to be taken by the act intituled ".8.n act providi11{{ for the second census or enu
meration of the inhabitants ef the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of tlie 
United States efAmerica in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
first section of the act passed during the present session of Congress, 
intituled "An act providing for the second census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States,'' as relates to the form of the oaths or 
affirmations thereby directed to be taken by the marshals, secretaries, 
and assistants therein mentioned respectively, shall be, and hereby is 
repealed, and that the said oaths or affirmations shall be in the following 
form; that is to say; the marshals and secretaries' oath or affirmation in 
the form following; "I, A. B. marshal of the district of ( or the 
secretary of the territory of as the case may be) do solemnly swear 
or affirm, that I will well and truly cause to be made a just and perfect 
enumeration and description of the persons resident within my district 
( or within the territory of as the case may be) and will return 
the same to the Secretary of State agreeably to the directions of an act 
of Congress, intituled 'An act providing for the second census or enume
ration of the inhabitants of the United St.ates,' according to the best of 
my ability." And the assistants' oath or affirmation in the form following: 
I, A. B. do solemnly swear ( or affirm) that I will make a just and per
fect enumeration and description of all persons resident within the divi
sion assigned to me by the marshal of the district of ( or the 
secretary of the territory of as the case may be) and make 
due return thereof to the said marshal ( or secretary) agreeably to the 
directions of an act of Congress, intituled "An act providing for the 
second census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States," 
according to the best of my ability. 

APPROVED, April 12, 1800. 

CHAP. XXV.-.dn .8.ct to extend the privilege of obtaining patents for useful dis• 
coveries and inventions, to certain persons therein mentiomd, and to enlarge and 
de.fine the penalties for violating the rigltts of patentees,(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all and 

(a) See act of February 21, 1793, c¥J. I I. 
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1,ingular the rights and privileges given, intended_ or pr?vided ~o citiz~ns 
of the United States, respecting patents for new mvent10ns, discoveries, 
and improvements by the act, intituled "An act to promote the progress 
of useful arts, and to repeal the act heretofore made for that purpose," 
shall be, and hereby are extended and given to all aliens who at the time 
of petitioning in the manne: prescribed by_ the s~id act, shall have re~ided 
for two years within the U mted States, which pr1VIleges shall be obtamed, 
used, and enjoyed, by such persons, in as full and ample manner, and 
under the same conditions, limitations and restrictions, as by the said 
act is provided and directed in the case ?1: cit_izens of the United Stat~s. 
Provided always, That every person pet1t10nmg fer a patent for any m
vention, art or discovery, pursuant to this act, shall make o-ath or affirma
tion before some person duly authorized to administer oaths before such 
patent shall be granted, that such invention, art or discovery hath not, 
to the best of his or her knowledge or belief, been known or used either 
in this or any foreign country; and that every patent which shall be 
obtained pursuant to this act, Tor any imention, art or discovery, which 
it shall afterwards appear had been known or used previous to such 
application for a patent, shall be utterly void. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That where any person hath 
made, or shall have made, any new invention, discovery or improvement, 
on account of which a patent might, by virtue of this or the above
mentioned act, be granted to such person, and shall die before any patent 
shall be granted therefor, the right of applying for and obtaining such 
patent, shall devolve on the legal representatives of such person in trust 
for the heirs at law of the deceased, in case he shall have died intestate; 
but if otherwise, then in trust for his devfaees, in as full and ample 
manner, and under the same conditions, limitations and restrictions, as 
the same was held or might have been claimed or enjoyed by such person, 
in his or her lifetime ; and when application for a patent shall be made 
by such legal representatives, the oath or affirmation, provided in the 
third section of the before-mentioned act, shall be so varied as to be 
applicable to them. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That where any patent shall be, 
or shall have been granted pursuant to this or the above-mentioned act, 
and any person without the consent of the patentee, his or her executors, 
administrators or assigns first obtained in writing, shall make, devise, 
use, or sell the thing whereof the exclusive right is secured to the said 
patentee by such patent, such person so offending, shall forfeit and pay 
to the said patentee, his executors, administrators or assigns, a sum 
equal to three times the actual damage sustained by such patentee, his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, from or by reason of such offence, 
which sum shall and may be recovered, by action on the case founded 
on this and the above-mentioned act, in the circuit court of the United 
States, having jurisdiction thereof. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the fifth section of the above
mentioned act, intituled "An act to promote the progress of useful 
arts, and to repeal the act heretofore made for that purpose," shall be, 
and hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, April 17, 1800. 

CHAP, XXVI.-.1n .11.ct fo .fix tke compensation of Ike Paymaster-General, a,nd 
.11.ssistant to tke .11.djutant-General. 

. SEc·rrnN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
paymaster-general of the army of the United States shall receive one 
hu~dre? and twenty dollars per month, with the rations and forage of a 
maJor, m full compensation for his services and travelling expenses, to 
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be computed from the commencement of the time of his actual residence 
at the seat of government, any thing in the "Act for the better organiz
ing of the troops of the United States, and for other purposes," to the 
contrary hotwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the assistant of 
the adjutant-general, in addition to his pay and other emoluments in the 
line of the army, shall be forty dollars per month, which shall be in full 
compensation for his extra services and travelling expenses, to be com
puted from the time of his entering upon actual service. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

C1-1AP. XXVII.-An ./Jct to continue in force the act intituled ".!ln act to authorize 
the defence of the merchant vessels of the United States against Frencli depreda
tions.,~ 

Be it mactcd by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight, intituled "An act to authorize the defence of the merchant vessels 
of the United States against French depredations," excepting such parts 
of the said act as relate to salvage in cases of recapture, shall continue 
and be in force for and during the term of one year, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED,. April 22, 1800. 
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for members of the House of Representatives if the United States, and to compel 
the attendance of witnesses." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Act of Jan. 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on 23, 1798, ch. 8. 
the twenty-third day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, intituled "An act to prescribe the mode of taking evidence 
in cases of contested elections for members of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States, and to compel the attendance of witnesses," 
shall be and continue in force for the term of four years, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP. XXIX.-./Jn Actjixing therank and pay nf the commandi11g o.f!icr.r if the 
Corps if Marines.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That a lieutenant
colonel commandant shall be appointed to command the corps of marines, 
and shall be entitled to the same pay and emoluments as a lieutenant
colonel in the army of the United States; any thing in the act for the 
establishing and organizing a marine corps to the contrary notwithstand
ing ; and that the office of major of the said corps shall thereafter be 
abolished. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP, XXX.-.Bn ./Jct supplementar.1/ to the .!let to ,·egulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian Tribes, and to preserve peace on the Frontiers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pass-

(a) Ac.t of Jnly 11, 1798, chap. 72; act of' March 3. IR17. ch,µ. 65. 
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ing of this act, it shall be lawfol for any military officer, who may have 
charge or custo<ly of any pe_rson or persons, who may have been, or shall 
be apprehended in the Indian country, ov~r and_ beyo!ld th~ b~und~ry 
line between the United States and the said Indian tribes, m v10lat1on 
of any of the provisions or regul~tions of th~ act, _intituled "An act to 
recrulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tnbes, and to preserve 
pe~ce on the frontiers," to conduct him or them to some one of the 
justices of the inferior or county cour~ of anr county nearest _to the place 
of his arrest, who, if-the offence 1s bailable, 1~ hereby authonze<:1 to take 
proper bail, if offered! in like ma?ner as the Judge of the superior court 
of any state is authonze3 to do, m and by the act above recited; unless 
such person, holden in custody as afor~said, sha_ll be char~ed up_on oath 
with murder, or any other offence punishable with death, rn which_ case 
such justice of any inferior or county court shall not have authority to 
take bail for such person. 

APPROVED, April 22, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXI.-.Bn ./let to establish a general Stamp Qffice. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatines 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall 
be appointed an officer to be denominated superintendent of stamps, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the stamping and marking of all 
vellum, parchment, and paper; to distribute the same among the officers 
who are, or shall be authorized to secure and collect the duties there
upon, and to keep fair and true records and accounts of his proceedings; 
which said officer, so to be appointed, shall be subject to the superintend
ence, control, and direction of the treasury department, according to 
the respective authorities and duties of the officers thereof; and shall, 
for the better execution of the duties and trusts in him reposed, obRerve 
and execute such directions as he shall, from time to time, receive from 
said department. 

SEc. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the said superintendent shall 
hold his office at the seat of the government of the United States, and 
shall be allowed as a compensation for his services the sum of two thou
sand dollars annually, to be paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of the 
United States; and shall also be allowed the necessary expenses of 
office rent, fuel, printing and packing, and of procuring books and 
stationery for the use of his office, and that all letters and packages to 
and from him shall be free of postage. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
with the approbation of the principal officer of the treasury department, 
employ such number of clerks and other assistants in his office as shall 
be found necessary; and shall apportion and vary the compensation to 
each, in such manner as the services rendered by each shall in his judg
ment require : Provided, that the whole amount of the compensations 
to said clerks and assistants shall not exceed two thousand five hundred 
dollars annually . 

. S1;-c. 4. And be it farther enacted, That the said superintendent shall, 
w1thm three months after entering upon his office, give bond with 
sureties for the true and faithful execution thereof, and for the settlement 
of his accounts at the periods which shall be prescribed by the proper 
officers at the treasury department, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
which bond shall be approved by the comptroller of the treasury, and 
kept in his office to be by him put in suit for the benefit of the United 
Stutes, upon any breach of the conditions thereof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the estab
lishment of the office aforesaid at the seat of goyernment, and after six 
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months' notice of .the new stamps hereby directed to be prepared and 
issued; which notice shall be given by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
the manner directed by the tenth section of the act, intituled "An act 
laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper," so much of 
the act or acts heretofore passed, as empower and require the supervi
sors of the revenue to stamp or mark any vellum, parchment, or paper, 
shall cease and determine. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any deed, instrument, or 
writing whatever, charged by law with the payment of duty, shal.l have 
been, or shall be written or printed, by any person or persons whomso
ever, upon vellum, parchment, or paper not stamped or marked accord
ing to law, or upon vellum, parchment, or paper, stamped or marked at 
a lower rate of duty than is by law required for such deed, instrument, 
or writing; then and in every such case, it shall be lawful for the person 
or persons holding such deed, instrument, or writing, within twelve 
calendar months after the time of giving notice as aforesaid, or within 
six calendar months after the execution of such deed, instrument, or 
writing, to pay to the collector of the revenue within whose collection 
district such person or persons shall reside, the duty chargeable by law 
on such deed, instrument, or writing, together with ten dollars in addi
tion to such duty, which duty and additional sum of ten dollars, such 
collector is hereby authorized and required to receive, and without fee 
or reward to endorse a receipt therefor under his hand and seal, upon 
some part of such deed, instrument or writing, which deed, instrument 
or writing so endorsed, it shall then be lawful for such person or per
sons to produce to the surveyor of the revenue within whose assessment 
district such person or persons shall reside, which surveyor thereupon 
shall certify under his hand and seal, and upon some part of the said 
deed, instrument or writing, that the same so endorsed as aforesaid has 
been produced to him, and that the said endorsement is in his belief 
genuine; after which said endorsement and certificate, and not other
wise, such deed, instrument or writing, shall be to all intents and pur
poses as valid and available, as if the same had been or were stamped, 
counterstamped, or marked as by law required, any thing in any act to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That every collector of the revenue 
shall keep a separate account of all monies by him received in manner 
last aforesaid, and shall at such times as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall direct, transmit the said account together with such monies, and a 
memorandum of all receipts by him endorsed in manner aforesaid, to 
the supervisor of the district, or the inspector of the survey, as the case 
may be ; and that every surveyor of the revenue shall, at such time as 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall direct, transmit to the said supervisor 
or inspector, as the case may be, a true copy of all certificates given by 
him as aforesaid, and of the receipts respectively certified, and thereupon 
such surveyor shall be entitled to receive from the supervisor or inspector 
fifty cents for every such certificate by him signed as aforesaid. 

SEc. 8. And be it fiirtlter enacted, That if any person, with intent to 
defraud the United States of any sum of monies directed to be paid by 
this act, or of any of the duties or duty laid by the act, intituled "An 
act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, an_d paper," shall coun
terfeit or forge, or c~use or procure to be count~rfe1ted or forg~d, any of 
the certificates, receipts or endorsements, provided for and directed ~y 
the sixth section of this act, or shall utter, pass away, vend or offer m 
evidence, in any court of justice, any such forged or counterfeit receipt, 
certificate or endorsement, knowing the same to be forged or counter
feit then every such person so offending, and being thereof convicted in 
du; form of law shall be adJ"udged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 
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be subject to be fined in any sum not exceed~ng one thoutiand dollars, 
and to be imprisoned for any term not exceedmg seven years. 

SEC: 9. And for the convenience of those persons who may be in
clined to have their own vellum, parchment, and paper stamped or 
marked, Be it further enacted, that when any person or persons ~hall 
deposit any vellum, parch1:nent, ?r pap~r, at the offic~ of any supervisor, 
accompanying the same with a list, which_ shall specify the number an? 
denomination of the stamps or mark5 which arc to be thereto affixed, 1t 

shall be the duty of the said supervisor to transmit the same to the. stamp
office at the seat of government, where such paper, parchment and vel
lum shall be properly marked or stamped, and forthwi~h sent bac~ to the 
said supervisor, who shall thereupon collect the duties and deliver the 
vellum, parchment, and paper, pursuant to the order of the person from 
whom it was received. 

SEC. 10. And be lt furth.er enacted, That all vellum, parchment, and 
paper, to be stamped or marked at the said office, shall, before it is de
livered for sale, use, or distribution, be carried from the said office to 
the office of the commissioner of the revenue, and be there counter
stamped or marked, under the direction of the said commissioner, and 
in such manner as the Secretary of the Treasury shall devise and direct; 
and after being so counterstamped or marked, shall be returned to the 
office of the superintendent of stamps, to be by him distributed accord
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, of all which vellum, 
parchment, and paper, so sent to be counterstamped or marked, and so 
returned to the office of the superintendent aforesaid, an account shall 
be kept by the commissioner of the revenue, and from time to time re
turned to the proper officers of the treasury department. 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, 
with intent to defraud the United States of any of the duties or duty laid 
by the act, entitled "An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parch
ment and paper," or by any act or acts for amending the same, shall 
counterfeit or forge, or shall cause or procure to be counterfeited or 
forged, or shall knowingly or wilfully aid or assist in counterfeiting or 
forging any stamp, counterstamp, or mark, which shall be provided or 
made in pursuance of this act, or shall counterfeit or resemble, or shall 
knowingly and wilfully aid or assist in counterfeiting or resembling, or 
shall cause to be counterfeited or resembled, the impression of any such 
stamp, counterstamp or mark, upon any vellum, parchment, or paper, or 
shall knowingly or wilfully utter, vend, or sell, or offer in evidence in 
any court of justice any vellum, parchment, or paper, with such counter
feit mark or impression thereon, or shall privately or fraudulently use 
any stamp, counterstamp or mark directed or allowed to be used by this 
act, then every such person so offending, and being thereof convicted in 
due form of law, shall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and be sub
ject to be fined in any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned for any time not exceeding seven years. 

APPROVED, A Pri1 2s, 1soo. 

CHAP. xxxn.-.an .!let to alter and to establish sundry Post Road~. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives qf the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
following post roads be discontinued, viz :-From Washington to Peters
burg, in Georgia; from Augusta, by Robinson's, at the White Ponds, 
and Gillet's Mills, to Coosawhatchie; from Charlotte, by Lincolnton, to 
Statesville, North Carolina; from Chester Courthouse to Spartan Court
house; from Fayetteville, by Lumberton, to Cheraw Courthouse· from 
Moffat's store to Danville; from Culpepper Courthouse to Orange Court-
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hous~; from Leesburg to Fauquier Courthouse; from Tappahannock, 
by Richmond Courthouse, and Westmoreland Courthouse, to Kinsale; 
from Prince _Edward Courthouse to Lynchburg; from Easton, by New 
Market, to Vienna; from Allensfresh, by Hoe's ferry, to Port Conway; 
from Bla?ensburg to Upper Marlborough; from Harrisburg, by Peters
burg, M1llerstown, Thompsontown, Miffiintown, Lewistown, Hunting
don, Alexandria, Center Furnace, Bellefont, Milesburg, Aaronsburg, 
Miffiinsburg, Lewisburg, Northumberland and Sunbury, to Harrisburg; 
from Easton to Sussex Courthouse; from New Brunswick to New Ger
mantown; from Washington, in Pennsylvania~ to Wheeling, in Virginia; 
from Old Fort Schuyler, by Cincinnatus, to Oxford; from Vergennes 
to Basonharbor, to Plattsburg; from Rome to Rotterdam; from Boston, 
by Taunton, to New Bedford; from Camden, by Lancaster, South 
Carolina, Charlotte, North Carolina, and Lincolnton, to Statesville, 
North Carolina; from Fayetteville, to Pittsburg, in Chatham county; 
from Halifax Courthouse, Virginia, by Danville, to Caswell Courthouse; 
from Liberty, by Rocky Mount, to Martinville; from Louisburg, by Nash 
Courthouse, to Tarborough; from Newbern, by Beaufort and Swans
borough, to Newbern; from Rutherfordton, to Spartanburg; from 
Springfield, Massachusetts, to Northampton; from Standish, in Maine, 
by Flintstown, and Fryberg, to Conway, Tamworth and Sandwich, in 
New Hampshire; from Suffolk, by South Quay, to Murfreesborough; 
from Wilmington, North Carolina, to Georgetown, South Carolina; 
from Petersburg, by Sussex Courthouse,. and Southampton Courthouse, 
to South Quay. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following be established 
as post roads, viz. 

In Georgia.-From Augusta to Petersburg, by Lincoln Courthouse; 
from Franklin Courthouse to Jackson Courthouse; from Georgetown to 
Warrenton; from Louisville to Saundersville ; from Washington to 
Ogelthorpe Courthouse. 

In South Carolina.-From Augusta, Georgia, by the Three Runs, 
to Coosawhatchie; the post road from Edgefield Courthouse, to Augusta, 
shall pass through Campbeltown; from Georgetown, by Willtown, Green
ville, and Chatham, to Richmond Courthouse, North Carolina; from 
Statesburg, by Salem Courthouse, and Kingstree, to Willtown ; from 
Columbia to Clarendon Courthouse; from Chei;,ter Courthouse, by York 
Courthouse, Pinckneyville, and Union Courthouse, to Spartanburg. 

In North Carolina.-From Washington to Bath, and from thence by 
Woodstock, to Hyde Courthouse; from Fayetteville, by M'Fall's, and 
Winfield's, to Cheraw Courthouse, South Carolina; from Fayetteville, 
by Lumberton and Barefield's mill, to Willtown, South Carolina; from 
Lumberton, by Elizabethtown, to the house of John Anders, or William 
H. Beaty, on South River; from Fayetteville to Wilmington; from 
Charlotte, by Lincolnton, and Morganton, Buncomb Courthouse, the 
Warm Springs, and thence to Greenville, in Tennessee; the post road 
from Salem to Salisbury, shall pass through Lexington; the post road 
from Raleigh to Newbern, shall pass through the county of Davie; the 
post road from Moore Courthouse to Salisbury, to pass by the new or 
old Courthouse of Randolph, as may be found most eligible; from Rock
ford to Grayson Courthouse, Virginia. 

In Tcnnessee.-From Knoxville to Marysville ; from Sullivan Court
house, by Hawkins Courthouse, and Orr's tavern, to Knoxville; from 
Nashville, by Robertson Courthouse, and Montgomery Courthouse, to 
Palmyra; from Nashville to Natchez, in the Mississippi territory; the 
post road which now passes from Abington, in Virginia, to Knoxville, 
in Tennessee, shall hereafter pass by Sullivan Courthouse, Jonesborough, 
Greenville, Cheek's cross roads, and Jefferson Courthouse. 

In Kentucky.-From Frankfort, by V-ersa.illes, and Richmond, to 
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Newpoat roads Orr's tavern, Tennessee; from Danville, by Standford, to Luncuoter; 
established. from Frankfort, by Clark Courthouse, Montgomery Courthouse, and 

Fleming Courthouse, to Washington; from Frankfort, by Scott Court
house, Harrison Courthouse, Pendleton Court:iouse, and Campbell Court
house, to Cincinnati, North Western Terntory; from Frankfort, by 
Shelbysville, Bardstown, Hardin Courthouse, and Logan Courtho_use, to 
Robinson Courthouse, in Tennessee; the post road from Washmgton, 
to Cincinnati, shalJ pass by Bracken Courthouse ; th~ post road from 
Beardstown to Louisville, shall pass through Shepherdsville; from Logan 
Courthouse; by Christian Courthouse, Livingston Courthouse, Hender
son Courthouse, to Muhlenberg Courthouse; and from Logan Court
house, by Warren Courthouse, and Barren Courthouse, to Green Court
house. 

In the Nort!t Western 1'ei-ritory.-'J!'rom Washington, Kentucky, by 
Manchester, in North Western Territory, to Chilicothe; from Louis
ville, Kentucky, to Vincenne8; from Zanes, on the Muskingum, to 
Marietta. 

In Virginia.-Frnm Culpeppt>r Comthouse, by Madison Courthouse, 
to Orange Courthouse; from Fredericksburg, by Spotsylvania Court
house, and Louisa Courthouse, to Columbia; from Fredericksburg, by 
King George Courthouse, Mattoxbridge, Leedstown, Westmoreland 
Courthouse ori Templeman's cross roads, Richmond Courthouse, and 
Farnham, to Kinsale; from Fredericksburg, by Rogers' mills, Chiles' 
store, Chesterfield, Oxford, and .Crew's store, to Goochland Courthouse; 
from King and Queen Courthouse, to Shackleford's store; from Glou
cester Courthouse, to Matthews Courthouse; from Moorefields, by Frank
lin, to Bath Courthouse; from Richmond, by Coles' in Chesterfield county, 
Janetoebridge, Amelia Courthouse, Pridesville, and Ligontown, to James
town; from Petersburg, l}y Amelia Courthouse, Nottaway Courthouse, 
Bibb's ferry on Staunton river, to Halifax Courthouse; from Alexandria, 
by Centerville, Middleburg, Pari~, and Millw0od, to Winchester; from 
Cartersville, by New Canton, Buckingham Courthouse, and Bent Creek, 
to Lynchburg; from Rcmney, by Springfield and Frankfort, to Cumber
land, in Maryland; from Centenille, by the Red House, to Fauquier 
Courthouse; from Washington, Pennsylvania, by Charlestown or Brooke 
Courthouse, in Virginia, to Wheeling; the post road from Alexandria to 
Leesburg, shall p!M3s through Matildaville; and the post road from Lees
burg, to Shepherdstown, shall pass through Charlestown, in the county 
of Berkeley; the post road from Sweetspring, to Greenbrier Courthouse, 
shall pass by Monroe Courthouse; from Greenbrier Courthouse to Kan
haway Courthouse; from Lexington, direct to Cabellsburg; from Meck
lenburg Courthouse, the mail shall return by Christian's store, at Coxe's, 
to Lunenburg Courthouse, and Edmond's store, to Gholson's. 

In Maryland.-From Baltimore, by Reisterstown, Westminster, 
Taneytown and Emmitsburg, to Fairfield, Pennsylvania; from Balti
more, by Libertytown, to Fredericktown; and from Fredericktown, by 
Harper's Ferry, to Charlestown, in Berkeley county, Virginia; from 
Port Tobacco, by the Top of the Hill, to N anjemoy ; from Leonard
town, by the Great Mill to the Ridge; from Washington, to Upper 
Marlborough; from Washington, by Queen Ann, to Annapolis; from 
Easton, by Cambridge and New Mark et, to Vienna; from Easton, by 
Hillsborough, Denton and Greensborough, to Whitelysburgh. 

In Pennsylvania.-From Lancaster, by Elizabethtown and Middle
town, to Harrisburg, Sunbury, and Northumberland; from Lancaster, 
to New Holland; from Harrisburg, by Clark's ferry, Millerstown, 
Thompsontown, Mifflintown, Lewistown, and Huntington, to Alexan
dria; from Lewistown, by Mifflintown, Aaronsburg, Milesburg, and 
Bellef?11;t, to Centr.e Furnace; from Lewistown, by Muncey, and Milton, 
to Williamsport; from Northumberland, to Berwick, and thence by 
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Catawassee, to Northumberland; from Wilkesbarre, by Wyalusing, to New .Poatroads 
Athens; from Union, to New Geneva; from Pittsburg, by Franklin, estabhahed. 
Meadsville, and Le Beuf, to Presqu'isle; from Washington to Waynesburg. 

In New York.-From Hudson, by Katskill, Harpersfield, Ouliout, 
Unadilla, and Union, to Athens, Pennsylvania; from Athens, Pennsyl
vania, by Newtown, Painted Post, and Bath, to Canandarqua; from 
Utica, by New Hartford, Hamilton and Sherbourne, to. Oxford; from 
Cooperstown, on the State road, to Scipio; from Vergennes, Vermont, 
by Charlotte, Vermont, and Peru, to Plattsburg. 

In New Jersey.-From Easton, Pennsylvania, by Belvidere, and 
Johnsonburg, to Newtown; from New Brunswick, by Somerset Court
house, and Pluckemin, to New Germantown; from Trenton, by Bor
dentown, Slabtown, Mount Holly, Moorestown, and Haddenfield, to 
Philadelphia. 

In Connecticut.-From Fairfield, by Trumbull, Huntington, New
town, and Brookfield, to New Milford. 

In iJ'Iassacliusetts.-From Boston, by Bridgewater, and Taunton, to 
New Bedford; from New Bedford, by Rochester, and Wareham, to 
Sandwich; from Hanover, by Scituate, Marshfield, and Duxbury, to 
Kingston ; from Trnro to Provincetown; from Billerica, by Patucket 
bridge, to Dracut, and Hovey's tavern, to Pelham, and Nottingham, 
West, in New Hampshire; from Concord, by Groton, New Ipswich, 
and Jaffray, to Marlborough, New Hampshire. 

In Vermont.-From Westminster, by Bellows Falls, through Rock
ingham, Chester, and Cavendish, to Rutland; from Newbury, to Dan
ville; from Burlington, through St. Albans, to Ryegate: 

In New .Hamps!tire.-From Exeter, by Nottingham, to Concord; from 
Salisbury, through Grafton, to Hanover. 

In Maine.-From Portland, by Windham, W atetford, Buckfield, and 
Turner, to Portland; from Bucktown, to Edenton. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this act 
shall be construed so as to affect any existing contracts for carrying the 
mail. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1800. 

~ '. n A p. XX XIII .-JJ.n JJ.ct for the better government of the Navy of the United States, 

SBCTJON I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after.the first day of June next, the following rules and regulations be 
adopted and put in force, for the government of the navy of the United 
States. 

Art. I. The commanders of all ships and vessels of war belonging to 
the navy, are strictly enjoined and required to show in themselves a 
good example of virtue, honour, patriotism and subordination; and be 
vigilant in inspecting the conduct of all such as are placed under 
their command; and to guard against, and suppress, all dissolute and 
immoral practices, and to correct all such as are guilty of them, accord
ing to the usage of the sea service. 

Art. II. The commanders of all ships and vessels in the navy, having 
chaplains on board, shall take care that divine service be performed in 
a solemn, orderly, and reverent manner twice a day, and a sermon 
preached on Sunday, unless bad weather, or other extraordinary acci
dents prevent it; and that they cause all, or as many of the ship's com
pany as can be spared from duty, to attend at every performance of the 
worship of Almighty God. 

Art. III. Any officer, or other person in the navy, who shall be 
guilty of oppression, cruelty, fraud, profane swearing, drunkenness, or 
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any other scandalous conduct, ~ending to the destruction ~f good 
morals shall if an officer, be cashiered, or suffer such other pumshment 
as a c~urt m;rtial shall adjudge; if a private, shall b_e put in irons, or 
flogged, at the discretio_n of the captai~, not exceedmg- twelve_ lashes; 
but if the offence reqmre severer pumshment, he shall be tned by a 
court martial and suffer such punishment as said court shall inflict. 

Art. IV. Every commander or other officer who shall, upon signal 
for battle, or on the probability of an engagement, neglect to clear his 
ship for action, or shall not use h!s ut~ost exertions t~ b:ing _his ship to 
battle, or shall fail to encourage, m his own person, his mfenor officers 
and men to fight courageously, such offender shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as a court martial shall adjudge; or any officer neglect
ing, on sight of any vessel or vessels of an enemy, to clear his ship for 
action, shall suffer such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge; 
and if any person in the navy shall treacherously yield, or pusillani
mously cry for quarters, he shall suffer death, on conviction thereof, by 
a general court martial. 

Art. V. Every officer or private who shall n9t properly observe the 
orders of his commanding officer, or shall not use his utmost exertions 
to carry them info execution, when ordered to prepare for, join in, or 
when actually engaged in battle; or shall at such time, basely desert his 
duty or station, either then, or while in sight of an enemy, or shall 
induce others to do so, every person so offending shall, on convic
tion thereof by a general court martial, suffer death or such other pun
ishment as the said court shall adjudge. 

Art. VI. Every officer or private who shall through cowardice, ne
gligence, or disaffection in time of action, withdraw from, or keep out of 
battle, or shall not do his utmost to take or destroy every vessel which 
it is his duty to encounter, or shall not do his utmost endeavour to afford 
relief to ships belonging to the United States, every such offender shall, 
on conviction thereof by a general court martial, suffer death, or such 
other punishment as the said court shall adjudge. 

Art. VII. The commanding officer of every ship or vessel in the navy, 
who shall capture, or seize upon any vessel as a prize, shall carefully 
preserve all the papers and writings found on board, and transmit the 
whole of the originals unmutilated to the judge of the district to which 
such prize is ordered to proceed, and shall transmit to the navy de
partment, and to the agent appointed to pay the prize money, complete 
lists of the officers and men entitled to a share of the capture, inserting 
therein the quality of every person rating, on pain of forfeiting his 
whole share of the prize money resulting from such capture, and suffer~ 
ing such further punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. VIII. No person in the navy shall _take out of a prize, or vessel 
seized as prize, any money, plate, goods, or any part of her rigging, 
unless it be for the better preservation thereof, or absolutely necessary 
for the use of any of the vessels of the United States, before the same 
shall be adjudged lawful prize by a competent court; but the whole, 
'_Vithont fraud, concealment, or embezzlement, shall be brought in, and 
Judgment. pa~sed thereon, upon pain that every person offending herein 
shall forfeit his share of the capture, and suffer such further punishment 
as a court martial, or the court of admiralty in which the prize is 
adjudged, shall impose. 

~rt. IX. No person in the navy shall strip of their clothes, or pillage, 
or m any manner maltreat persons taken on board a prize, on pain of 
such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 
. Art. X. No. pers?n in the nav_y shall give, hold, or entertain any 
mtercourse or mtelhgence to or with any enemy or rebel, without leave 
from the President of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy the 
commander in chief of the fleet, or the commander of a squadron'; or 
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in case of a vessel acting singly from his commanding officer, on pain 
of death, or such other punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XL If any letter or message from an enemy or rebel, be conveyed 
to any officer or private of the navy, and he shall not, within twelve 
hours, make the same known, having opportunity so to do, to his supe
rior or commanding officer; or if any officer commanding a ship or 
vessel, being acquainted therewith, shall not, with all convenient speed, 
reveal the same to the commander in chief of the fleet, commander of a 
squadron, or other proper officer whose duty it may be to take cogni-
zance thereof, every such offender shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XII. Spies, and all persons whoshallcomeorbefoundintheca
pacity of spies, or who shall bring or deliver any seducing letter or message 
from an enemy or rebel, or endeavour to corrupt any person in the navy 
to betray his trust, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a 
court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XIII. If any person in the navy shall make or attempt to make 
any mutinous assembly, he shall on conviction thereof by a court martial, 
suffer death; and if any person as aforesaid shall utter any seditious or 
mutinous words, or shall conceal or connive at any mutinous or seditious 
practices, or shall treat with contempt his superior, being in the execu-
tion of his office ; or being witness to any mutiny or sedition, shall not 
do his utmost to suppress it, he shall be punished at the discretion of a 
court martial. 

Art. XIV. No officer or private in the navy shall disobey the lawful 
orders of his superior officer, or strike him, or draw, or offer to draw, 
or raise any weapon against him, while in the execution of the duties 
of his office, on pain of death, or such other punishment as a court 
martial shall inflict. 

Art. XV. No person in the navy shall quarrel with any other person in 
the navy, nor use provoking or reproachful words, gestures, or menaces, 
on pain of such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XVI. If any person in the navy shall desert to an enemy or 
rebel, he shall suffer death. 

Art. XVII. If any person in the navy shall desert, or shall entice 
others to desert, he shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a 
court martial shall adjudge ; and if any officer or other person belong
ing to the navy, shall receive or entertain any deserter from any other 
vessel of the navy, knowing him to be such, and shall not, with all 
convenient speed, give notice of such deserter to the comman9-er of the 
vessel to which he belongs, or to the commander in chief, or to the 
commander of the squadron, he shall on conviction thereof, be cashiered, 
or be punished at the discretion of a court martial. All offences com
mitted by persons belonging to the navy while on shore, shall be punished 
in the same manner as if they had been committed at sea. 

Art. XVIII. If any person in the navy shall knowingly make or sign, 
or shall aid, abet, direct, or procure the making or signing of any false 
muster, or shall execute, or attempt, or countenance any fraud against 
the United States, he shall, on conviction, be cashiered and rendered for 
ever incapable of any future employment in the service of the United 
States and shall forfeit all the pay and subsistence due him, and suffer 
such ~ther punishment as a court martial shall inflict. 

Art. XIX. If any officer, or other person in the navy, shall, through 
intention, (a) negligence, or any other fault, suffer any vessel of the 
navy to be stranded, or run upon rocks or shoals, or hazarded, he shall 
suffer such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XX. If any person in the navy shall sleep upon his watch, or 
negligently perform the duty assigned him, or leave. his station before 
regularly relieved, he shall suffer death, or such pumshment as a court 
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martial shall adjudge; or, if the offender be a private, he may, at the 
discretion of the captain, be put in irons, or flogged not exceeding 
twelve lashes. 

Art. XXI. The crime of murder, when committed by any officer, sea
man or marine, belonging to any public ship or vessel of the United 
Stat;,a without the territorial jurisdiction of the same, may be punished 
with death by the sentence of a court martial. 

Art. XXII. The officers and privates of every ship or vessel, appointed 
as convoy to merchant or other vessels, shall diligently and faithfully dis
charge the duties of their appointment, nor shall they demand or exact 
any compensation for their services, nor maltreat any of the officers or 
crews of such merchant or other vessels, on pain of making such repara
tion as a court of admiralty may award, and of suffering such furthrr 
punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XXIII: If any commander or other officer shall receive or per
mit to be received, on board his vessel, any goods or merchandise, other 
than for the sole use of his vessel, except gold, silver, or jewels, and ex
cept the goods or merchandise of vessels which may be in distress, Pr 
shipwrecked, or in imminent danger of being shipwrecked, in order to 
preserve them for their owner, without orders from the President of the 
United States or the navy department, he shall, on conv1ct10n thereof, 
be cashiered, and be incapacitated forever afterwards, for any place er 
office in the navy. 

Art. XXIV. If any person in the navy shall waste, embezzle, or fraudu
lently buy, sell, or receive any ammunition, provisions, or other public 
stores; or if any officer or other person shall, knowingly, permit through 
design, negligence, or inattention, any such waste, embezzlement, sale 
or receipt, every such person shall forfeit all the pay and subsistence 
then due him, and suffer such further punishment as a court martial shall 
direct. 

Art. XXV. If any person in the navy shall unlawfully set fire to or 
burn any kind of public property, not then in the possession of an ene
my, pirate, or rebel, he shall suffer death: And if any person shall, in 
any other manner, destroy such property, or shall not use his best exer
tions to prevent the destruction thereof by others, he shall be punished 
at the discretion of a court martial. 

Art. XXVI. Any theft not exceeding twenty dollars may be punished 
at the discretion of the captain, and above that sum, as a court martial 
shall direct. 

Art. XXVII. If any person in the navy shall, when on shore, plunder, 
abuse, or maltreat any inhabitant, or injure his property in any way, he 
shall suffer such punishment as a court martial shall adjudge. 

Art. XXVIII. Every person in the navy shall use his utmost exertions 
to detect, apprehend, and bring to punishment all offenders, and shall at 
all times, aid a11d assist all persons appointed for this purpose, on pain 
of such punishment as a comt martial iahall adjudge. 

Art. XXIX. Each commanding officer shall, whenever a seamen en
ters on board, cause an accurate entry to be made in the ship's books, 
of his name, time, and term of his service; and before sailing transmit 
to the Secretary of the Navy, a complete list or muster roll of the officers 
and men under his comman<l, with the date of their entering, time and 
terms of thr.ir service annexed; and shall cause similar lists to be made 
out on the first day of every second month, to be transmitted to the Sec
retary of. the Navy, as opportunities shall occur; accounting in such lists 
or muster rolls, for any casualties which may have taken place since the 
last list or muster roll. He shall cause to be accurately minuted on the 
ship's books, the names of, and timeg at which any death or desertion 
may occur; and in case of death, shall take care that the purser secure 
all the property of the dr.eea~ed for the benefit of his legal representatiYe 
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or representatives. He shall cause frequent inspections to be made into 
the condition of the provisions, and use every precaution for its preser
vation. He shall, whenever he orders officers and men to take charge 
of a prize, and proceed to the United States, and whenever officers or 
men are sent from his ship from whatever cause, take care that each man 
be furnished with a complete statement of his account, specifying the 
date of his enlistment, and the period and terms of his service; which 
account shall be signed by the commanding officer and purser. He 
shall cause the rules for the government of the navy to be hung up in 
some public part of the ship, and read once a month to his ship's com
pany. He shall cause a convenient place to be set apart for sick or dis
abled men, to which he shall have them removed, with their hammocks 
and bedding, when the surgeon shall so advise, and shall direct that 
some of the crew attend them and keep the place clean ; and if neces
sary, shall direct that cradles, and buckets with covers, be made for their 
use: And when his crew is finally paid off, he shall attend in person, 
or appoint a proper officer, to see that justice be done to the men, and 
to the United States, in the settlement of the accounts. Any command
ing officer, offending herein, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
court martial. 

Art. XXX. No commanding officer shall, of his own authority, dis
charge a commissioned or warrant officer, nor strike, nor punish him 
otherwise than by suspension or confinement, nor shall he, of his own 
authority, inflict a punishment on any private beyond twelve lashes with 
a cat-of-nine-tails, nor shall he suffer any wired, or other than a plain 
cat-of-nine-tails, to be used on board his ship; nor shall any officer who 
may command by accident, or in the absence of the commanding officer 
(except such commander be absent for a time by leave) order or inflict 
any other punishment than confinement, for which he shall account on the 
return of such absent commanding officer: Nor shall any commanding 
officer receive on board any petty officers 'or men turned over from any 
other vessel to him, unless each of such officers and men produce to him 
an account signed by the captain and purser of the vessel from which 
they came, specifying the date of such officer's or man's entry, the period 
and terms of service, the sums paid and the balance due him, and the 
quality in which he was rated on board such ship. Nor shall any com
manding officer, having received any petty officer or man as aforesaid, 
rate him in a lower or worse station than that in which he formerly 
served. Any commanding officer offending herein, shall be punished at 
the discretion of a court martial. 

Art. XXXI. Any master at arms, or other person of whom the duty 
of master at arms is required, who shall refuse to receive such prisoners 
as shall be committed to his charge, or having received them, shall suffer 
them to escape, or dismiss them without orders from proper authority, 
shall suffer in such prisoners' stead, or be punished otherwise at the dis
cretion of a court martial. 

Art. XXXII. All crimes committed by persons belonging to the navy, 
which are not specified in the foregoing articles, shall be punished ac
cording to the laws and customs in such cases at sea. 

Art. XXXIII. All officers, not holding commissions or warrants, or 
who are not entitled to them, except such as are temporarily appointed 
to the duties of a commissioned or warrant officer, are deemed petty 
officers. 

Art. XXXIV. Any person entitled to wages or prize money, may 
have the same paid to his assignee, provided the assignment be attested 
by the captain and purser; and in case of the assignment of wages, the 
power shall specify the precise time they commence. But the com
mander of every vessel is required to discourage his crew from selling 
any part of their wages or prize money, and never to attest any power 

VoL. JI.-7 E 
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of attorney, until he is satisfied that the same is not gi:anted in consider
ation of money given for the purchase of wages or pnze money. 

Naval General Courts Martial. 
Art. XXXV. General courts martial may be convened as often as the 

President of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy, or the com
mander in chief of the fleet, or commander of a squadron, while acting 
out of the United States, shall deem it necessary: Provided, that no 
general court martial shall consist of more than thirteen, nor less than 
five members, and as many officers shall be summoned on every such 
court as can be convened without injury to the service, so as not to ex
ceed thirteen, and the senior officer shall always preside, the others rank
ing agreeabl}'. to th~ dale ?1: their commis~ions; and in no case, where 
it can be avoided without in Jury to the service, shall more than one half 
the members, exclusive of the president, be junior to the officer to be 
tried. 

Art. XXXVI. Each member of the court, before proceeding to trial, 
shall take the following oath or affirmation, which the judge advocate 
or person officiating as such, is hereby authorized to administer. 

"l, A. B. do swear (or affirm) that I will truly try, without prejudice 
or partiality, the case now depending, according to the evidence which 
shaJl come before the court, the rules for the government of the navy, 
and my own conscience; and that I will not by any means divulge or 
disclose the sentence of the court, until it shall have been approved by 
the proper authority, nor will I at any time divulge or disclose the vote 
or opinion of any particular member of the court, unless required so to 
do before a court of justice in due course of law." 

This oath or affirmation being duly administered, ihe presiqent is 
authorized and required to administer the following oath or affirmation 
to the judge advocate, or person officiating as such. 

"I, A. B. do swear ( or affirm) that I will keep a true record of the 
evidence given to and the proceedings of this court; nor will I divulge 
or by any means disclose the sentence of the court until it shall have 
been approved by the proper authority; nor will I at any time divulge or 
disclose the vote or opinion of any particular member of the court, unless 
required so to do before a court of justice in due course of law." 

Art. XXXVII. All testimony given to a general court martial shall 
be on oath or affirmation, which the president of the court is hereby 
authorized to administer, and if any person shall refuse to give his evi
dence as aforesaid, or shall prevaricate, or shall behave with contempt to 
the court, it shall and may be lawful for the court to imprison such 
offender at their discretion; provided that the imprisonment in no case 
shall exceed two months: and every person who shall commit wilful per
jury on examination on oath or affirmation before such court, or who 
shall corruptly procure, or suborn any person to commit such wilful per
jury, shall and may be prosecuted by indictment or information in any 
court of justice of the United States, and shall suffer such penalties as 
are authorized by the laws of the United States in case of perjury 01· 

the subornation thereof. And in every prosecution for perjury or the 
subornation thereof under this act, it shall be sufficient to set forth the 
offence charged on the defendant, without setting forth the authority by 
which the court was held, or the particular matters brought or intended 
to be brought before the said court. 

Art. XXXVIII. All charges, on which an application for a general 
court martial is founded, shall be exhibited in writing to the proper 
officer, and the pers?n dem~nding the court shall take care that the per
son accused be furmshed with a true copy of the charges, with the spe
cifications, at the time he is put under arrest, nor shall any other charge 
or charge~, than those so exhibited, be urged against the person to be 
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tried before the court, unless it appear to the court that intelligence of 
such charge had 1_1ot reached the person demanding the court, when the 
person so to be tried was put under arrest, or that some witness material 
to the s~pport_ of such charge, who was at that time absent, can be pro
duced; m which case, reasonable time shall be given to the person to 
be tried to make his defence against such new charge. Every officer so 
arrested i_s to deliver up his sword to his commanding officer, and to 
con~ne himself to the limits assigned him, under pain of dismission from 
service. 

Art. XXXIX. When the proceedings of any general court martial 
shall have commenced, they shall not be suspended or delayed on ac
count of the absence of any of the members, provided five or more be 
assembled; but the court is enjoined to sit from day to day, Sundays 
excepted, until sentence be given: and no member of said court shall, 
after the proceedings are begun, absent himself therefrom, unless in case 
of sickness or orders to go on duty from a superior officer, on pain of 
being cashiered. 

Art. XL. Whenever a court• martial shall sentence any officer to be 
suspended, the court shall have power to suspend his pay and emolu
ments for the whole, or any part of the time of his suspension. 

Art. XLI. All sentences of courts martial, which shall extend to the 
loss of life, shall require the concurrence of two thirds of the members 
present; and no such sentence shall be carried into execution, until 
confirmed by the President of the United States; or if the trial take 
place out of the United States, until it be confirmed by the commander 
of the fleet or squadron: all other sentences may be determined by a 
majority of votes, and carried into execution on confirmation of the 
commander of the fleet, or officer ordering the court, except such as go 
to the dismission of a commissioned or warrant officer, which are first to 
be approved by the President of the United States. 

A court martial shall not, for any one offence not capital, inflict a 
punishment beyond one hundred lashes. 

Art. XLII. The President of the United States, or when the trial 
takes place out of the United States, the commander of the fleet or 
squadron, shall possess full power to pardon any offence committed 
against these articles, after conviction, or to mitigate the punishment 
decreed by a court martial. 

SEc. 2. Art. I. And be it further enacted, That courts of inquiry 
may be ordered by the President of the U nitcd States, the Secretary of 
the Navy, or the commander of a fleet or squadron, provided such court 
shall not consist of more than three members who shall be commissioned 
officers, and a judge advocate, or person to do duty as such; and such 
courts shall have power to summon witnesses, administer oaths, and 
punish contempt in the same manner as courts martial. But such court 
shall merely state facts, and not give their opinion, unless expressly re
quired so to do in the order for ·convening; and the party, whose conduct 
shall be the subject of inquiry, shall have permission to cross examine 
all the witnesses. 

Art. II. The proceedings of courts of inquiry shall be authenticated 
by the signature of the president of the court and judge advocate, and 
shall, in all cases not capital, or extending to the dismission of a com
missioned or warrant officer, be evidence before a court martial, provided 
oral testimony cannot be obtained. 

Art. III. The judge advocate, or person officiating as such, shall ad
minister to the members the following oath or affirmation : 

"You do swear, ( or affirm) well and truly to examine and i~quire 
according to the evidence, into the matter now before you, without 
partiality or prejudice." 
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After which, the president shall a~lminister to the ju~ge advocate, or 
person officiating as such, the followmg oath or affirmat10n : 

"You do swear ( or affirm) truly to record the proceedings of this 
court, and the evidence to be given in the case in hearing." 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in all cases, where the crews 
of the ships or vessels of the United States shall be separated from their 
vessels, by the latter being wrecked, lost or destroyed! all the command, 
power, and authority, given to the officers of_ such ship~ or vessels, shall 
remain and be in full force as effectually as 1f such ship or vessel were 
not so wrecked, lost, or destroyed, until such ship's company be regu
larly discharged from, or ordered again into the service, or until a court 
martial i,hall be held to inquire into the loss of such ship or vessel; 
and ir' by the sentence of such court, or other satisfactory evidence, it 
shall appear that all or any of the officers and men of such ship's com
pany did their utmost to preserve her, and after the loss thereof behaved 
themselves agreeably to the discipline of the navy, then the pay and emol
uments of such officers and men, or such of them as shall have done 
their duty as aforesaid, shall go on until their discharge or death; and 
every officer or private who shall, after the loss of such vessel, act con
trary to the discipline of the navy, shall be punished at the discretion of 
a court martial, in the same manner as if such vessel had not been so lost. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That all the pay and emoluments 
of such officers and men, of any of the ships or vessels of the United 
States taken by an enemy, who shall appear by the sentence of a court 
martial, or otherwise, to have done their utmost to preserve and defend 
their ship or vessel, and, after the taking thereof, have behaved them
selves obediently to their superiors, agreeably to the discipline of the 
navy, shall go on and be paid them until their death, exchange, or 
discharge. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the proceeds of all ships and 
vessels, and the goods taken on board of them, which shall be adjudged 
good prize, shall, when of equal or superior force to the vessel or ves
sels making the capture, be the sole property of the captors; and when 
of inferior force, shall be divided equally between the United States and 
the officers and men making the capture. 

SEc. 6. And be it [further] enacted, That the prize money, belonging 
to the officerd and men, shall be distributed in the following manner: 

I. To the commanding officers of fleets, squadrons, or single ships, 
three twentieths, of which the commanding officer of the fleet or squad
ron shall have one twentieth, if the prize be taken by a ship or vessel 
acting under his command, and the commander of single ships, two 
twentieths ; but where the prize is taken by a ship acting independently 
of such superior officer, the three twentieths shall belong to her com
mander. 

II .. To sea lieutenants, captains of marines, and sailing masters, two 
twentieths; but where there is a captain, without a lieutenant of ma
rines, these officers shall be entitled to two twentieths and one third of 
a twentieth, which third, in such case, shall be deducted from the share 
of the officers mentioned in article No. III. of this section. 

I~I. To chaplains, lieutenants of marines, surgeons, pursers, boat
swams, gunners, carpenters, and master's mates, two twentieths. 

IV. To midshipmen, surgeon's mates, captain's clerks, schoolmasters 
boatswain's mates, gunner's mates, carpenter's mates ship's stewards' 

·1 k ' ' sa1 -ma ers, masters at arms, armorers, cockswains and coopers three 
twentieths and an half. ' ' 

V. To g~nner's ~eomen, boatswain's yeomen, quartermasters, quarter
gunners, sail-maker s mates, sergeants and corporals of marines, drum
mers, fifers and extra petty officers, two twentieths and an half. 
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VI. To seamen, ordinary seamen, marines, and all other persons 
doing duty on board, seven twentieths. 

VII. Whenever one or more public ships or vessels are in sight at the 
time any one or more ships are taking a prize or prizes, they shall all 
share equally in the prize or prizes, according to the number of men 
and guns on board each ship in sight. 

No commander of a fleet or squadron shall be entitled to receive any 
share of prizes taken by vessels not under his immediate command; 
nor of such prizes as may have been taken by ships or vessels intended 
to be placed under his command, before they have acted under his im
mediate orders; nor shall a commander of a fleet or squadron, leaving 
the station where he had the command, have any share in the prizes 
taken by ships left on such station, after he has gone out of the limits 
of his said command. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That a bounty shall be paid by 
the United States, of twenty dollars for each person on board any ship 
of an enemy at the commencement of an engagement, which shall be 
sunk or destroyed by any ship or vessel belonging to the United States 
of equal or inferior force, the same to be divided among the officers 
and crew in the same manner as prize money. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That every officer, seaman, or ma
rine, disabled in the line of his duty, shall be entitled to receive for life, 
or during his disability, a pen)lion from the United States according to 
the nature and degree of his disability, not exceeding one half his 
monthly pay. 

SEc. 9. And be it [furtliei·] enacted, That all money accruing, or 
which has already accrued to the United States from the sale of prizes, 
shall be and remain forever a fund for the payment of pensions and 
half pay, should the same be hereafter granted, to the officers and sea
men who may be entitled to receive the same; and if the said fund shall 
be insufficient for the purpose, the public faith is hereby pledged to 
make up the deficiency; but if it should be more than sufficient, the 
surplus shall be applied to the making of further provision for the com
fort of the disabled officers, seamen, and marines, and for such as, 
though not disabled, may merit by their bravery, or long and faithful 
services, the gratitude of their country. 

SEc. 10. And be it furt!ter enacted, That the said fund shall be 
under the management and direction of the Secretary of the Navy, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, for the time being, 
who are hereby authorized to receive any sums to which the United 
States may be entitled from the sale of prizes, and employ and invest 
the same, and the interest arising therefrom, in any manner which a 
majority of them may deem most advantageous. And it shall be the 
duty of the said commissioners to lay before Congress, annually, in the 
first week of their session, a minute statement of their proceedings rela
tive to the management of said fund. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtlter enacted, That the act passed the second 
day of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, 
intituled "An act for the government of the navy of the United States," 
from and after the first day of June next, shall be, and hereby is 
repealed. 

APPROVED, April 23, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXIV.-An Act respecting the Jfint.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and 1-Iousc of Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum 
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equal to the am?unt of the_ cents and half cents, which shal~ have been 
coined at the mmt, and delivered to the treasurer of the Umted States, 
subsequent to the third day of March, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, shall be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the purchase of copper for the further coinage of cents and half 
cents; and that a sum equal to the amount of cents and half cents, 
which shall be hereaft€T coined at the mint, and delivered to the trea
surer qf the United States in any one year, shall be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the annual purchase of copper for the coinage 
of cents and half cents, which sums shall be payable out of any monies 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be retained from 
every deposit in the mint, of gold or silver bullion below the standard of 
the United States, such sum as shall be equivalent to the expense incur
red in refining the same, and an accurate account of such expense on 
every such deposit shall be kept, and of the sums retained on account 
of the same, which shall be accounted for by the treasurer of the mint, 
with the treasury of the United States. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 

April 24, 1800. CHAP, XXXV.-.9n Act to continue £n force the act in addition to the act for the 
punishment rf certain crimes against tl1e United States. 

[Obsolete.] 
Act of June Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the 

5, 1794, ch. 50. United States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on 
the fifth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, inti. 
tuled, "An act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United State~," and which by the tenth section there
of was limited to continue in force for and during the term of two years 
from passing the same, and from thence to the end of the next session 
of Congress thereafter, and no longer; and which said act was, by an 
act passed on the second day of March, one thousand seven hundred 

Act of .:I-larch and ninety-seven, intituled "An act to continue in force for a limited 
2, l797, ch. 5• time, the act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain crimes 

against the United States," further continued in force for two years from 
the said second day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
seven, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress there
after, shall continue and be in force without limitation of time, any thing 
in any act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

STATUTE l. 

April 24, 1800. 

[Obsolete.) 

Vol. i.426. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXVI.-.an JJ.cl to repeal the act laying Duties on mills and implements 
employed in the manufacture ef Snttjf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati-ves of the 
United States of America in Cong1·ess assemblf',d, That so much of the 
act, intituled "An act to alter and amend the act, intituled 'An act lay
ing certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,'" passed on the third 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, as imposes 
a duty upon mills and implements employed in the manufacture of snuff, 
or allows a drawback upon the exportation of snuff manufactured within 
the United States, shall be, and the same hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 
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CHAP, XXXVll,-.lln.11.cttomakefurther provision for the rem011al and accommo
dation of the' Government rf the U11ited States. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and hereby is authorized and em
powered, to direct the various offices belonging to the several executive 
departments _of the United St~tes, to be removed to the city of Washing
ton, at any tune that he shall Judge proper, after the adjournment of the 
present session of Congress, and before the time heretofore appointed by 
law for such removal. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of providing 
furniture for the house erected in the city of Washington, for the accom
modation of the President of the United States, a sum not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars be expended, under the direction of the heads 
of the several departments of state, of the treasury, of war, and of the 
navy. 

Siw. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the suitable accommoda
tion of Congress at the city of Washington, the secretaries of the four 
executive departments, or any three of them, shall be, and hereby are 
authorized and directed to cause suitable furniture to be forthwith pro
vided for the apartments, which are to be occupied in the capitol at the 
said city, by the two houses respectively, and for the offices and commit
tee rooms of each; and to cause the said apartments, offices and commit
tee rooms to be furnished in a suitable manner, so as to be ready for the 
reception of Congress on the day fixed by law for the removal of the go
vernment to the said city; and that for defraying the expenses incident 
to the furnishing of the said apartments, offices, and committee rooms, 
and to the removal of the books, papers, and records belonging to the 
said offices respectively, there shall be, and hereby is appropriated a sum 
not exceeding nine thousand dollars. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the greater convenience 
of the members of both houses of Congress in attending their duty in 
the said city of Washington, and the greater facility of communication 
between the various departments and offices of the government, there 
shall be rriade foot-ways in the said city in suitable places and directions; 
and that the said foot-ways shall be made by the commissioners of the 
said city, under the direction of the secretaries of the four executive 
departments of the United States, who, or any three of whom, shall forth
with take order therefor, and in such manner, at such places, and in 
such directions as they or any three of them shall judgo most proper for 
the purposes aforesaid, and shall appoint; and that if the said secretaries, 
or any three of them, shall find on examination, that there is not in the 
hands of the said commissioners a sum sufficient for making the said 
foot-ways, over and above what may have been destined by the said com
missioners, or may, in the opinion of the said secretaries, o_r any three 
of them, be necessary for the accomplishment of other obJects neces
sary for the accommodation of the government, or its removal as afore
said, then the said secretaries, or any three of them, shall be, and hereby 
are authorized and required to draw out of the treasury of the United 
States, and apply to the purpose of making the said foot-ways, any sum 
which may be necessary therefor, not exceeding ten thousand dollars: 
which sum is hereby appropriated for the said purpose. And all the 
lots in the city of Washington, now vested in the said commissioners, 
or in trustees in any manner for the use of the United States, and now 
remaining unsold, excepting those set apart for public purposes, shall 
be, and are hereby declared and made chargeable with the repayment 
of the said sum of ten thousand dollars, which shall be advanced in 
pursuance of this act, and the interest accruing thereon. 
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SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the purcl1a,:~ of_ such 
books as may be necessary for the use of Congress at the s~1? city of 
Washington, and for fitting up a suitable apartment for contamrng them 
and for placing them therein, the sum of ~ve thousand dollars shall be, and 
hereby is appropriated; and that the said purchase shall be made br the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk o~ the House of Representatives, 
pursuant to such di~e?tions aS" sJiall be given, and such catalog~e as shall 
be furnished by a JOlllt committee of both. houses of Congtess to ?e 
appointed for that purpose; and _that_ the sai~ bo_oks shall be placed m 
one suitable apartment in the capitol 111 the said city, for the use of both 
houses of Congress and the members ther_eof, accord in!$ to such regula
tions as the committee aforesaid shall devise ana establish. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted,_ That the several appropriati_ons 
aforesaid shall be paid out of any monies m the treasury of the Umted 
States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1800. 

CHAP, XXXVIJI.-.-:?n .II.ct to autliorizt tl,e President rf the United States lo 
accept, for the United States, a cession of jurisdiction of the forritory west cf 
Pennsylvania, commonly called the TYestem Reserve of Conneclicut. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Rep1·escntatives of tlie United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authorized to execute and deliver 
letters patent in the name and behalf of the United States, to the 
gorernor of the state of Connecticut for the time being, for the use and 
benefit of the persons holding and claiming under the state of Connec
ticut, their heirs and assigns for ever, whereby all the right, title, interest 
and estate of the United States, to the soil of that tract of land lying 
west of the west line of Pennsylvania, as claimed by the state of Penn
sylvania, and as the same has been actually settled, ascertained and run 
in conformity to an agreement between the said state of Pennsylvania 
and the state of Virginia, and extending from said line westward one 
hundred and twenty statute mile~ in length, and in breadth throughout 
the said limits in length from the completion of the forty-first degree of 
north latitude, until it comes to forty-two degrees and two minutes north 
latitude, including all that territory commonly called the Western Re
serve of Connecticut, and which was excepted by said state of Connec
ticut out of the cession by the said state heretofore made to th_e United 
States, and accepted by a resolution of Congress of the fourteenth of 
September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, shall be released 
and conveyed as aforesaid to the said governor of Connecticut, and his 
successors in said office, for ever, for the purpose of quieting the grantees 
and purchasers under said state of Connecticut, and confirming their 
titles to the soil of the said tract of land. 

P1·ovided ltowever, That such letters patent 5hall not be executed and 
delivered, unless the state of Connecticut shall, within eight months from 
passing this act, by a legislative act, renounce for ever, for the use and 
benefit of the United States, and of the several individual states who may 
~e therein concerned respectively, and of all those deriving claims or 
titles from them or any of them, all territorial and jurisdictional claims 
whatever, under any grant, charter or charters whatever, to the soil and 
jurisdiction of any and all lands whatever lying westward, northwest
ward, and southwestward of those counties in the state of Connecticut, 
which are bounded wcstwardly by the eastern line of the state of New 
York, as ascertained by agreement between Connecticut and New York, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty-three, excepting only 
from such renunciation the claim of said state of Connecticut, and of 
those claiming from or under the said state, to the soil of said tract of 
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land herein described unJer the name of the Western Reserve of Con
necticut. 

And pronided also, that the said state of Connecticut shall, within the 
said eight months from and after passing this act, by the agent or agents 
of ~aid state duly authorized by the legislature thereof, execute and 
deliver to the acceptance of the President of the United States, a deed 
expressly releasing to the United States the jurisdictional claim of the 
said state of Connecticut, to the said tract of land herein described 
under the name of the Western Reserve of Connecticut, and shall 
deposit an exemplification of said act of renunciation, under the seal of 
the said state of Connecticut, together with said deed releasing said 
jurisdiction, in the office of the department of state of the United States, 
which deed of cession when so deposited shall vest the jurisdiction of 
said territory in the United States: Provided, that neither this act, nor any 
thing contained therein, shall be construed so as in any manner to draw 
into question the conclusive settlement of the dispute between Pennsyl
vania and Connecticut, by the decree of the federal court at Trenton, 
nor to impair the right of Pennsylvania or any other state, or of any 
person or persons claiming under that or any other state, in any existing 
dispute concerning the right, either of soil or of jurisdiction, with the 
state of Connecticut, or with any person or persons claiming under the 
state of Connecticut: And provided also, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed in any manner to pledge the United States for the 
extinguishment of the Indian title to the said lands, or further than 
merely to pass the title of the United States thereto. 

APPROVED, April 28, 1800. 

VHAP. XXXIX.-An .!let to provide for rebuilding the Ligldhouse at New Lon
dun; fur the support ,if a Lighthousa at Clark's Poi11i; for the erection and sup
port ,if a Lighthouse at Wigwam Poi11t, and for other purposes. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlic Senate and House ef Representat-ives 
qf tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, there shall be purchased for 
the use of the United States, so much land contiguous to their territory, 
now occupied for the lighthouse at New London, as shall be sufficient 
for vaults and any other purpose, necessary for the better support of the 
said lighthouse: Provided, that the legislature of the state of Connec
ticut shall cede to the United States the jurisdiction of such additional 
territory. 

SF.c. 2. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby authorized, at his discretion, to procure 
a new lantern with suitable distinctions, and to cause convenient vaults 
to be erected, and the said lighthouse at New London to be rebuilt. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the lighthouse lately erected 
at Clark's Point, so called, at the entrance of Accushnet river, within the 
town of New Bedford, in the state of Massachusetts, shall and may be 
supported at the expense of the United States: And the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall and may appoint a keeper thereof, and take further 
order respecting the same as in other cases : Provided, that the property 
and jurisdictiou of the said lighthouse, and sufficient territory for the 
accommodation thereof, shall be fully ceded and legally vested in the 
United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, there shall be provided and maintained at 
the expense of the United States, not exceeding six buoys to be placed 
within Buzzard's Bay, upon the most dangerous ledges there, in such 
manner as the safetv of navigation in that hay reqnires. 

Vo1 .. TJ.-8 
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SEC. 5. And be it .furtlter enacted,_ That the ~ecretary of the Trea
sury shall be, and he is hereby autho~1zed and ?Irected to caus~ a_ suffi
cient lighthouse to be erected on Wigwam Pomt, so called,_ w1t~nn the 
town of Gloucester, in the state of Massachusetts, where 1t will best 
serve the purpose of discovering the_ entrance ?f Anesquam harbor, 
and to appoint a keeper, and otherwise to. provide for the s~pport of 
such lighthouse at the expense of the U mted States: Provided, that 
sufficient land for the accommodation of such lighthouse, together with 
the jurisdiction thereof, shall be duly and legally granted to and vested 
in the United States. 

SEC. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That there shall be and hereby are 
appropriated for providing the s~id buoys, a ~u~ not exceedin~ three 
hundred dollars, and for the erect10n of the said lighthouse at Wigwam 
Point, a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars,_ to be paid out of any 
monies which may be in the treasury of the U mted States not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 29, 1800. 

CHAP, XL.-.lln .!let SUl!Jllementary to the laws now in force,jixing lite Ci1mpen
satiom ef the oj/icers ef the Senate and House ef Representatives. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, the officers of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
herein after mentioned, shall be, and hereby :.ire entitled to receive, in 
addition to their compensations as now fixed by law, the following sums, 
that is to say: The Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, two hundred and fifty dollars each, in addition to their 
salaries as at present established by law; and each of their principal 
and engrossing clerks, in addition to their per diem allowance as estab
lished by law, two hundred dollars per annum. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sergeant-at-arms of the 
Senate, who also performs the duty of doorkeeper, the sergeant-at-arms 
of the House of Representatives, and the doorkeeper of the House of 
Representatives, shall be and hereby are entitled to receive five hundred 
dollars per annum each, and two dollars a day during the session ; and 
the assistant doorkeepers of the Senate and House of Representatives 
four hundred and fifty dollars per annum each, and two dollars per day 
during the session, in lieu of the compensations heretofore established 
by law, which compensations shall commence from the commencement 
of the present session. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force for and during the term of two years and no longer. 

APPROVED, May 2, 1800. 

CHAP, XLI.-.Bn act to divide the territory ef the United States northweRt ef tl,t 
Ohio, into two separategovernments.(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and J£ouse of Representative$ 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
aft~r the fourth day of July next, all that part of the territory of the 
Umted States northwest of the Ohio river, which lies to the westward 
of a line beginning at the Ohio, opposite to the mouth of Kentucky 
river, and running thence to Fort Recovery, and thence north until it 
shall intersect the territorial line between the United States and Canada, 

(n) -\ct of '.IIay I, 1802, r,hap. 44; act of April 30, 1802, chap. 10. 
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shal_l, for the purposes of temporary government, constitute a separate 
territory, and be called the Indiana Territory. 

SEc. Q. And be it furtlier enacted, That there shall be established 
Vl'.ithin the said te~ritory a government in all respects similar to that pro
vided by the ordmance of Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of 
July one t~ousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for the government 
of the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio· and 
the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to, and enjoy all and sin'.gular 
the rights, privileges and advantages granted and secured to the people 
by the said ordinance. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the officers for the said terri
tory, who by virtue of this act shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall respectively exercise the same powers, perform the same duties, 
and receive for their services ihe same compensations as by the ordi
nance aforesaid and the laws of the United States, have been provided 
and established for similar officers in the territory of the United States 
northwest of the river Ohio. And the duties and emoluments of su
perintendent of Indian affairs shall be united with those of governor: 
Provided, that the President of the United States shall have full power, 
in the recess of Congress, to appoint and commission all officers herein 
authorized; and their commissions shall continue in force until the end 
of the next session of Congress. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the ordinance 
for the government of the territory of the United States northwest of 
the Ohio river, as relates to the organi,,ation of a general as~embly 
therein, and prescribes the powers thereof, shall be in force and operate 
in the Indiana territory, whenever satisfactory evidence shall be given to 
the governor thereof, that such is the wish of a majority of the freehold
ers, notwithstanding there may not be therein five thousand free male 
inhabitants of the age of twenty-one years and upwards: Provided, that 
until there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of twenty-one 
years and upwards in said territory, the whole number of representa
tives to the general assembly shall not be less than seven, nor more 
than nine, to be apportioned by the governor to the several counties in 
the said territory, agreeably to the number of free males of the age of 
twenty-one years and upwards which they may respectively contain. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed so as in any manner to affect the government now in 
force in the territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio river, 
further than to prohibit the exercise thereof within the Indiana territory, 
from and after the aforesaid fourth day of July next: Provided, that 
whenever that part of the territory of the United States which lies to the 
eastward of a line beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami river, and 
running thence due north to the territorial line between the United States 
and Canada, shall be erected into an independent state, and admitted 
into the Union ou an equal footing with the original states, thenceforth 
said line shall become and remain permanently the boundary line between 
such state and the Indiana territory; any thing in this act contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That until it shall be otherwise 
ordered by the legislatures of the said territories respectively, Ch~licothe, 
on Scioto river, shall be the seat of the government of the territory of 
the United States northwest of the Ohio river; and that Saint Vin
cennes, on the Wabash river, shall be the seat of the government for 
the Indiana territory. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 
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CHAP. XLII.-.Bn .Bet to enable the President of the United States to borrow 
money for the public service. 

SEc'l'ION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and !louse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress as?cmbled, . That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and hereby 1s authonzed to borrow 
on behalf of the United States, from the Bank of the United States, which 
is hereby authorized to lend the same, or from any other body or bodies 
politic or corporate, or fro1!1 any person or persons, and upon _such terms 
and conditions, as he shall Judge most advantagecus for the Umted States, 
a sum not exceeding three millions five hundred thousand dollars, in 
addition to the monies to be received into the treasury of the United 
States from faxes, for making up any deficiency in any appropriation 
heretofore made by law, or to be made during the present session of 
Congress, and defraying the expenses ':"!1i_ch may be i~curred by calling 
into actual service any part of the militia of the Umted Stntes, or by 
raising, equipping and calling. i!1to actual service any regu_lar troops or 
volunteers, pursuant to authonl!es vested,. or to be vested m the Presi
dent of the United States by law: Provided, that no engagement nor 
contract shall be entered into, which shall preclude the United States 
from reimbursing any sum or sums borrowed, at any time after the expi
ration of fifteen years from the date of suoh loan. 

SEC, 2. And be it furtlter enaeted, That so much as may be neces
sary of the surplus of the duties on imports and tonnage, beyond the per
manent appropriations heretofore charged upon them by law, shall be 
and hereby is pledged and appropriated for paying the interest of all 
such monies as may be borrowed pursuant to this act, according to the 
terms and conditions on which the loan or loans respectively may be 
effected; and also for paying and discharging the principal sum or sums 
of any such loan or loans, according to the terms and conditions to be 
fixed as aforesaid. And the faith of the United States shall be, and 
hereby is pledged to establish sufficient permanent revenues for making 
up any deficiency, that may hereafter appear in the provisions for pay
ing the said interest and principal sums, or any of them, in manner 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it .further enacted, That the sums, to be borrowed 
pursuant to this act, shall be paid into the treasury of the United States, 
and there separately accounted for; and that the same shall be, and 
hereby are appropriated in the manner following : 

First, to make up any deficiency in any appropriation heretofore made 
by law, or to be made during the present session of Congress: and, se
condly, to defray the expenses which may be incurred before the end of 
the next session of Congress, by calling into actual service any part of 
the militia of the United States, or by raising, equipping and calling 
into actual service any regular troops or volunteers, pursuant to autho
rities vested or to be vested in the President of the United States by law. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

Cu AP. XLIIl.-/ln .Bet io continue in frn-ce "..in act laying an additional duty on 
Salt imported into the United Stales, and fin- other purposes." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Repnsentatives of tlte 
Unit~d States of America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on 
!he. e1ghth}ay of Julr, one thou~a.nd seven hundred ?nd ninety-seven, 
mt~tuled An act laymg an add1t10nal duty on salt imported into the 
Umt~d St~tes, and for other p~rposes," shall be, and the same is hereby 
contmued m force for and durmg the term of ten years from the third 
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day of March, one thousand eight hundred, and from thence to the end 
of the next session of Congress thereafter and no longer. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP. XL V .-.An .!Jct to authorize the sale and conveyance rf lands, in certain 
cases, by the Marshal, rf the United States, and to confirm former sales. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That where the 
United States shall have obtained judgment in civil actions, brought in 
those states wherein by the laws and practice of such states lands or 
other real estate belonging to the debtor are delivered to the creditor in 
satisfaction of such judgment, and shall have received seisin and posses
sion of lands so delivered, it shall be lawful for the marshal of the district 
wherein such lands or other real estate arc situated, under thz directions 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to expose the same to sale at public 
auction, and to execute a grant thereof to the highest bidder, on re-. 
ceiving payment of the foll purchase money; which grant, so made, shall 
vest in such purchaser all the right, estate, and interest of the U uited 
States in and to such lands, or other real estate. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sales heretofore made by 
collectors of certain districts of the United States, oflands or other real 
estate delivered as aforesaid to the United States, shall be, and they are 
hereby confirmed: Provided, that this confirmation shall not extend to 
any sale, unless the condition of such sale has been complied with by 
the purchaser. 

SEc. 3. And be itfw·tlier enacted, That whenever a marshal shall sell 
any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, by virtue of process from a court 
of the United States, and shall die, or be removed from office, or the 
term of his commission expire, before a deed shall be executed for the 
same by him to the· purchaser; in every such case the purchaser or 
plaintiff, at whose suit the sale was made, may apply to the court from 
which the process i8sued, and set forth the case, assigning the reason 
why the title was not perfected by the marshal who sold the same; and 
thereupon the court may order the marshal for the time being to perfect 
the title, and execute a deed to the purchaser, he.paying the purchase 
money and costs remaining unpaid; and where a marshal shall take in 
execution any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, and shall die, or be 
removed from oflice, or the term of his commission expire before sale, 
or other final disposition made of the same; in every such case, the like 
process shall issue to the succeeding marshal, and the same proceedings 
shall be had, as if such former marshal had not died or been removed, 
or the term of his commission had not expired: and the provisions in this 
section contained shall be, and they are hereby extended to all the cases 
respectively which may have happened before the passing of this act. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP, XL VI.-.B11 .Act for tlte regulation of public .llrscnals and Magazines. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the several 
officers who now are, or hereafter may be employed in the armories of 
the United States, shall be entitled to, and shall receive the foll~wing 
compensations, in addition to their pay as established by law, to ~1t: A 
superintendent of such armory three ra~ions per day, or an equ~valent 
in money; and a master armorer two rat10ns per day, or an eqmvalent 
in money. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enactrd, That if any person shall procure, or 
F 
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entice any artificer or workman, retained or employed in any arsenal or 
armory of the United States, to depart from the same during the con
tinuance of his engagement, or avoid or break his contract with the 
United States, or· who after due notice of the engagement of any such 
workman or armorer, in any arsenal or armory, shall during the continu
ance of such engagement, retain, hire, or in any wise employ, harbor, 
or conceal such artificer or workman, the person so offending shall, upon 
conviction, be fined at the discretion of the court not exceeding fi.fty 
dollars, or be imprisoned for any term not exceeding three months. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlzcr enacted, That if any artificer or workman 
hired, retained, or employed in any public arsenal or armory, shall, wan
tonly and carelessly, break, impair, or destroy any implements, tools, or 
utensils, or any stock, or materials for making guns, the property of the 
United States; or shall wilfully and obstinately refuse to perform the 
services lawfully assigned to him, pursuant to his contract, every such 
person shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty dollars for every such act 
of disobedience or breach of contract, to be recovered in any court 
having competent jurisdiction thereof. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all artificers and workmen, 
who are or shall be employed in the said armories, shall be, and they 
are hereby exempted, during their time of service, from all military ser
vice, and service as jurors in any court. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP, XLVII.-.8n .!let making appmpriations for thesuP'port of Government 
for the year one thousand eight hundred. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and .House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the 
expenditure of the civil list, including the contingent expenses of the 
several departments and officers; for the compensation of clerks in the 
several loan offices, and for books and stationery for the same; for the 
payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint establish
ment; for the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations; for the sup
port of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, and for satisfying 
certain miscellaneous claims and expenses; the following sums be, and 
are hereby appropriated, that is to say : 

For the compensation granted by law to the President and Vice Pre
sident of the United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For the like compensations granted to the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated 
for a session of six months continuance, one hundred and ninety thou
sand one hundred and seventy-five dollars . 
. For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, and all other con

tmgent expenses of the two Houses of Congress, including the sum 
stipulated to be paid in pursuance of a resolution of March second, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, for supplying both Houses 
with the journals of Congress, twenty-one thousand six hundred and 
sixty-four dollars and forty cents. 

For the compensations granted by law to the chief justice, associate 
judges, district judges, and attorney-general, forty-five thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For the compensations granted by law to the district attornies, and 
f'?r defraying the_ expense of clerks of courts, jurors and witnesses, in 
a1? of the fund ansing from fines, forfeitures, and penalties ; and like
w1s.e for defraying the expenses of prosecution for offences against the 
Umted States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, thirty-three thousand 
four hundred dollars. 
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For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per- Specific ap. 
sons employed in his office, eleven thousand one hundred and eighty- propriations. 
nine dollars and eighty-one cents. ~ 

For expenses of stationery, printing, translating of foreign languages, 
allowance to persons employed in receiving and transmitting passports 
and sea-letters in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, eight 
hundred doHars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the Treasury, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, twelve thousand nine hundred and seven
teen dollars and eight cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand one hundred and sixty dollars 
and ninetv-three cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Auditor, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the 'I'rf!asurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, five thousand nine hundred and seventeen dollars and forty
five cents. 

For expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and all other 
contingencies in the Treasurer's office, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the Revenue, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, six thousand one hundred and ninety
three dollars and six cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Commissioner of the Revenue, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the Treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in. his office, sixteen thousand three hundred and forty-two 
dollars and one cent. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Register's office, (including books for the public stocks and for 
the arrangement of the marine papers,) two thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, two thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For firewood, stationery, office and store rent for the Purveyor, nine 
hundred and sixteen dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the payment of rent for the several houses employed in the 
Treasury department, ( except the Treasurer's office) two thousand 
seven hundred and thirty dollars and sixty-six cents. 

For the expense of firewood and candles in the several offices of the 
Treasury department, ( except the Treasurer's office) three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating and printing the 
public accounts for the year one thousand eight hundred, (including an 
increase of two hundred dollars in consequence of an extension of the 
revenue and expenditures) one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expf!nse incident to the removal of the books and 
records of the Treasury department from Philadelphia to Trenton, 
during part of the summer of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, including the extra expenses of the several officers, clerks 
and messengers in each office, five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the expense incident to the removal of the loan office of Penn
sylvania from Philadelphia, during part of the summer of the year one 



64 

Specific a.p• 
propriations. 

SIXTH CONGRESS. SEss. I. Cu. 47. 1800. 

thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, including _the extra expenses 
of the clerks, in the said office, three hundred ar~d _six dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks to t~e C_omnnss10ncrs ?f Loans, and 
an allowance to certain loan officers m lieu of clerk lure, and to de
fray the authorized expenses of the several loan offices, fifteen thou
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, eleve~ thousand three_ hundred_ dollars. 

For the incidental and contmgent expenses m the said department, 
thirteen thousand dollars. 

For the expenses incident to the r_emoval of the Department of State 
from Philadelphia to Trenton, dunn_g part _of t~e su~mer of the year 
one thousand seven hundred and mnety-mne, mcludmg the extra ex
penses of the Secretary for_ the department,. the clerks and messengers 
therein five hundred and eight dollars and sixty cents. 

For ~ompensation to the following officers of the Mint: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and rtfiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars, and two at five hundred dollars 

each, one thousand seven hundred dollars. 
For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of 

melting, refining, coining, carpenters, millwrights, and smiths' work, 
including the sum of eight hundred dollars per annum allowed to an 
assistant coiner and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the 
iron work, seven thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of ironmongery, lead, wood, coals, stationery, office 
furniture, and for all other contingencies of the establishment of the 
mint, six thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary at War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand one hundred and ninety dollars. 

For expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and other contin
gent expenses in the office of the Secretary at War, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the War department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand eight hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the "\<Var 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For the expense incident to the removal of the War department from 
Philadelphia to Trenton, during part of the summer of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, including the extra expenses 
of the Secretary for the department, the accountant, the Paymaster-Gene
ral, the Quartermaster-General, the keeper of military stores, clerks and 
messengers in each office, four thousand four hundred and twenty-six 
dollars and fifty-six cents. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, including deficiencies in former appropriations 
for clerk hire, nine thousand one hundred and fifty-two dollars and 
twenty-five cents. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and other con
tingencies in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, three thousand three 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the Navy, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
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For expense of removing the department of the Navy from Philadel- Specific ap. 
phia to Trenton, during part of the summer of the year one thousand propriations. 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, including the extra expenses of the Sec-
retary for the department, the accountant, clerks and messengers in 
e~ch office, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four dollars and fifty-
nme cents. 

For compensation to the Surveyor-General, two thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the assistant surveyors, chain carriers, axe men 

~nd other persons employed, stationery and other contingent expenses 
m the Surveyor-General's department, (in addition to former appropria
tions) two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the terri
tory northwest of the river Ohio, five thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, printing patents for land, office rent, and 
other contingent expenses in the said territory, three hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges, and secretary of the Mis
sissippi territory, five thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, and other contingent expenses 
in the said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, Assistant Postmaster. 
General, clerks, and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office, 
nine thousand three hundred dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and other contin
gent expenses in the office of the Postmaster-Gen-era!, and for the expense 
incident to the removal of the general post-office from Philadelphia to 
Trenton during part of the summer of the year one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-nine, including the extra expenses of the Post:master
General, his assistant, and clerks; with expenses incurred by the post
master at Philadelphia, by a removal of his office to a more healthy part 
of the city, and of his increased expenses in attending to the duties of 
his office in the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, one thousand seven hun
dred and ninety-eight, and one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, 
four thousand and eighty-one dollars and forty-nine cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States on account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as 
shall have been admitted in a due course of settlement at the treasury, 
and which are of a nature according to the usage thereof to require pay
ment in specie, two thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
nine hundred fifty-three dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars, and shoals, and for occa
sional improvement in the construction of lanterns and lamps, and ma
terials used therein, and to make good deficiencies in former appropria
tions occasioned by the increased number of lighthouses, thirty-uine 
thousand three hundred and ninety-two dollars and three cents. 

For repairing Charleston lighthouse, five thousand nine hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Old Point Comfort (in addition to former 
appropriations) one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For rebuilding, altering, and improving the lighthouse at New Lon
don, fifteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the payment of contracts entered into for building of a lighthouse 
on Cape Hatteras, and a beacon on Shell Castle island, (the balance of 
former appropriations being carried to the credit of the surplus fund) 
thirty-five thousand six hundred and ninetv-eight dollars. 
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For the payment of balances which may be found due to individuals, 
in consequence of settlements at the treasury, pursuant to the act of 
Congress passed on the twelfth day of June, ~ne thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-eight, intituled "An act respectmg loan-office and final set
tlement certificates," &c. twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of printing, with d~vices, the subscription 
certificates, and issuing the same to the su~scnbers to the loan of fi~e 
millions of dollars, cost of paper; also, the mc1dental expenses of.said 
Joan in its operation at the Bank of the United States; and likewise for 
printing certificates of the e!ght per cent. stock for the treasurr, ~nd the 
several Joan offices, includmg the cost of paper, and other mc1dental 
expenses of funding this stock, _five thousand dollars. . . 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands agamst the Umted 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall h~ve been admitted in a due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature accord
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with foreign nations during the pre
sent year, in addition to the sum of forty thousand dollars appropriated 
by law for that purpose, the sum of fifty-two thousand dollars. 

For further expenses in carrying into effect the sixth article of the 
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation between the United States 
and Great Britain, including the expenses authorized by the act inti
tuled, " An act directing the appointment of agents in relation to the 
sixth article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation between 
the United States and Great Britain," fifty-two thousand five hundred 
and fifty-six dollars. 

For the salaries of the commissioners under the seventh article of the 
said treaty, including the contingent expenses, sixteen thousand four 
hundred and forty-four dollars. 

For the salaries, clerk hire, office rent, and other contingencies of 
the two agents residing in England on business relative to the said 
seventh article, nine thousand dollars. 

For further expenses in carrying into effect the treaty of amity, navi
gation, and limits, between the United States and Spain, twenty thou
sand dollars. 

For the difference between the cost of the stipulated articles in the 
annuity to the Dey and Regency of Algiers, and the permanent appro
priation therefor, fifty-six thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses incident to the valuation of lands and 
houses, and enumeration of slaves, within the United States, as directed 
by the act of July the ninth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight, in addition to the sum appropriated by that act, two hundred and 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars reserved by the act "making provision for the 
debt of the United States," and out of any money which may be in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 7, 1800. 

CHAP. XL VIII.-.Rn J1ct making appropriations for the Military Establishment 
ef the United States, in the year one thousand eigltt hundred. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
<JI the United States <!f America in Congress assembled, That for defray
mg the expenses of the military establishment of the United States, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred, the pay and subsistence of the 
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officers and men, bounties and premiums, the clothing, hospital, ord
nance, quartermaster's and Indian departments, tho defensive protection 
of t~e ~rontiers, the contingent expenses of the war department, for the 
fabncat1on of cannon and arms, and purchase of ammunition, and for 
the payment of military pensions, the sum of three millions, forty-two 
thousand five hundred and seventy-six dollars and thirty-five cents be, 
and is hereby appropriated, that is to say: _ 

For the pay of the army of the United States, one million eighteen 
thousand six hundred and twenty dollars. 

For the subsistence of the army, seven hundred and eighty-seven 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-six dollars and thirty-five cents. 

For forage, the sum of thirty-six thousand six hundred and seventy• 
two dollars. 

For horses to replace those which may die, or become unfit for ser
vice, the sum of five thousand dollars. 

For clothing, the sum of two hundred and fifty-seven thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, the sum of fourteen thousand dollars. 
For the hospital department, the sum of fifty-one thousand dollars. 
For the ordnance department, the sum of one hundred and thirteen 

thousand five hundred and twenty-two dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, the sum of five hundred and 

twenty-eight thousand and sixty-five dollars. 
For paying annuities to the following nations of Indians, in pursu

ance of treaties: To the Six Nations, Cherokees, Chickasaws and Creeks, 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 

For promoting civilization among the Indian tribes, and pay of tem
porary agents, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 

For expense attending the running of the line of demarkation be
tween the Indian territory of the United States, including the pay of 
commissioners, surveyors and assistants, the sum of four thousand 
dollars. 

For the defensive protection of the frontiers of the United States, 
including the erection and repairs of forts and fortifications, the sum of 
sixty thousand dollars. 

For loss of stores, allowances to officers on being ordered to distant 
commands, and for special purposes; advertising and apprehending de
serters, printing, purchasing maps, and other contingencies, the sum of 
forty thousand dollars. 

For the annual allowance to the invalids of the United States, for 
their pensions from the fifth of March one thousand eight hundred, to 
the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred and one, the sum of 
ninety-three thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the fabrication of can
non and arms, and the purchase of ammunition for the army and navy, 
and for the militia of the United States, in addition to the sums unex
pended of the appropriations made by the acts of Congress of. the 
fourth of May and first of July seventeen hundred and ninety-eight, 
the sum of two hundred and sixty thousand dollars shall be, and hereby 
is appropriated. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing appropria
tions shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United 
States not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 
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CHAP. XLJX.-An JJ.ct to eIJtablish the district of Kennebunk, and to annex Lyme 
to New London; and to alter th.e district of Bermuda Hundred and City Point; 
and therein to amend the act intituled ".!in act to regulate the collection ef duties 
on imports and tonnage." 
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from a~d 
after the thirtieth day of June next, the towns of Wells and Arundel, m 
the state of Massachusetts, and all the shores and waters thereof, shall 
be a district, to be called the district of Kennebunk, of which the port 
of Kennebunk shall be the sole port of entry; and the ports of Wells and 
Cape Porpoise shall be ports o'. delivery only, and a collector for the 
district shall be appointed to reside at Kennebunk. 

SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That ships and vessels owned in 
whole or in part in the towns of Edgecomb and Newcastle, in th~ district 
of Maine, having entered in due form of la_w at the port o~ Wiscasset, 
and taken on board an officer, shall be permitted to unlade m the parts 
of the said towns which adjoin Sheepscut river. 

SEC. 3. And be it farther enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the town of Lyme, in the state of Connecticut, and 
the shores and waters thereof, shall be annexed as a port of delivery 
only to the district of New London, and all vessels bound to or from the 
said port of Lyme, shall first come to, enter, and clear at the said port 
of New London: Provided however, that the surveyor appointed to 
reside at Saybrook shall be authorized to visit and inspect ships or ves
sels arriving at said port of Lyme, and generally•to perform the duties 
of a surveyor, as may be requisite within said port. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the district of Bermuda Hundred and City Point as 
at present constituted, in the state of Virginia, shall be called the district 
of Petersburg, to comprehend Petersburg, City Point, and all the waters, 
shores, bays, harbors, and inlets of James river, from Hood's and the 
junction ofChicahoming to the junction of the James and Appamattox 
rivers, and from thence to the highest tide-water of Appamattox, and 
also the Chicahoming to its highest tide-water mark ; and the port for 
the said district shall extend from Petersburg to City Point. And an
other district shall be formed to be called the district of Richmond, to 
comprehend Richmond, and Manchester, and Bermuda Hundred, and 
all the waters, shores, bays, harbors, and inlets of James river from Ber
muda Hundred, including the harbor thereof, to the highest tide-water 
of James river; and the port shall extend from Richmond and Manches
ter to Bermuda Hundred. The office of collector for the district of 
Petersburg shall be kept in the town of Petersburg; and a collector 
shall be appoint!ld for the Richmond district, whose office shall be kept 
in the city of Richmond ; and the surveyors within those two districts 
shall continue to reside at the places at present established by law. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the master of any ship or 
vessel, bound to any district of James river above Sewal's Point, shall, 
before he pass by the said Point, and immediately after his arrival either 
at the same or at Hampton Road, deposit with the collector of the port 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth, or of Hampton, a true manifest of the cargo 
on board such ship or vessel; and the said collector shall, after register
ing the manifest, transmit the same duly certified to have been so depo
sited, to the officer with whom the entries are to be made: and the said 
collector may, whenever he shall judge it to be necessary for the security 
of the revenue, put an inspector of the customs on board any such ship 
or vessel, to a~company the same until her arrival at the first port of 
entr! or delivery! in the district, to which such ship or vessel may be 
destmed. And 1f the master or commander of any such ship or vessel 
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shall neglect or omit to deposit a manifest in manner as aforesaid, or shall 
refuse to receive an inspector of the customs on board, as the case shall 
require, he shall fo1 feit and pay five hundred dollars, to be recovered 
with costs of tiuit, one half for the use of the officer with whom such 
manifest ought to have been deposited, and the other half to the use of 
the collector of the district to which the said ship or vessel may be 
bound. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That such part and so much of the 
act, intituled "An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage," as comes within the purview of this act, being contrary hereto, 
shall be and hereby is repealed. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. L.-JJn .Ii.ct supplemental to the act intituled ".fln act for an amicable set
tlement cf limits with the State cf Georgia; and authorizing tlte establishment 
cf a Government in the Mississippi territory." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much 
of the ordinance of Congress of the thirteenth of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of the act of Congress of the 
seventh of August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, pro
viding for the government of the territory of the United States northwest 
of the river Ohio, as relates to the organization of a general assembly 
therein, aud prescribes the powers thereof, shall forthwith operate, and 
be in force in the Mississippi territory: P1·ovided, that until the number 
of free male inhabitants of full age, in the said territory, shall amount to 
five thousand, there shall not be returned to the general assembly more 
than nine representatives. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the number of free male 
inhabitants of full age in the Mississippi territory shall amount to five 
thousand, the county of Adams shall be entitled to choose four represen
tatives to the general assembly, the county of Pickering four, and the 
Tensaw and Tombigbee settlements, one. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the first election, for repre
sentatives to the general assembly, shall be on the fourth Monday in July 
next, and that all subsequent elections shall be regulated by the legis
lature. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be the duty of the go
vernor of the Mississippi territory, to cause the said election to be holden 
on the day aforesaid, at the most convenient place in the counties and 
settlements aforesaid, and to nominate a proper officer or officers to pre
side at and conduct the same, and to return to him the names of the 
persons who may have been duly elected. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the representatives shall be 
convened by the governor at the town of Natchez, on the fourth Mon
day in September next. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That so soon as the number of 
free male inhabitants of full age shall amount to, or exceed five thou
sand, the number ofrepresentatives to the general assembly shall be de
termined, and the apportionment made in the way prescribed in the 
ordinance. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall in 
any respect impair the right of the state of Georgia to the jurisdiction, 
or of the said state, or of any person or persons to the soil of the said 
territory, but the rights and claims of the said state, and all persons in
terested, are hereby declared to be as firm and available as if this a-ct 
had never been made. 
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SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly shall 
meet at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the first 
Monday of December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day: 
Provided, that the governor shall have power on extraordinary occasions 
to convene the general assembly. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That neither house during theses
sion of the general assembly shall, without the consent of the other, ad
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in 
which the two houses shall be sitting. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners appointed, or who may hereafter be appointed on the part 
of the United States, in pursuance of the act, intituled "An act for an 
amicable settlement of limits with the state of Georgia; and authorizing 
the establishment of a government in the Mississippi territory," or any 
two of them, finally to settle by compromise with the commissioners, 
which have been or may be appointed by the state of Georgia, any claims 
mentioned in said act, and to receive in behalf of the United States a 
cession of any lands therein mentioned, or of the jurisdiction thereof, on 
such terms as to them shall appear reasonable: and also, that the said 
commissioners on the part of the United States, or any two of them, be 
authorized to inquire into the claims which are or shall be made by 
settlers or any other persons whatsoever, to any part of the aforesaid 
lands, and to receive from such settlers and claimants any propositions 
of compromise which may be made by them, and lay a full statement of 
the claims and the propositions which may be made to them by the set
tlers or claimants to any part of the said lands, together with their opi
nion thereon, before Congress, for their decision thereon, as soon as may 
be: Provided, that the settlement shall be made and completed before 
the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three: And 
provided also, that the said commissioners shall not contract for the pay
ment of any money from the treasury of the United States to the state 
of Georgia, other than the proceeds of-the same lauds. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP, LI.-.11.n .11.ct in addition to the act inHtuled ".11n act to p,·ohibit the carry
ing on the Slave 1'rade from the Unilod States to any foreign place or coun
try."(a) 
Be it enacted by tlte Senate and I-Iouse of Representatives of tlie 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be un
lawful for any citizen of the United States, or other person residing 
within the United States, directly or indirectly to bold or have any right 
or property in any vessel employed or made use of in the transportation 
or carrying of slaves from one foreign country or place to another, and 
any right or property, belonging as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and may 
be libelled and condemned for the use of the person who shall sue for the 
same; and such person, transgressing the prohibition aforesaid, shall 
also forfeit and pay a sum of money equal to double the value of the right 
or property in such vessel, which he held as aforesaid; and shall also 
forfeit a sum of money equal to double the value of the interest which 
he may have had in the slaves, which at any time may have been trans
ported or carried in such vessel, after the passing of this act, and against 
the form thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any citizen of the United States or other person residing therein, to 
serve on board any vessel of the United States employed or made use of 
in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign country 
or place to another ; and any such citizen or other person, voluntarily 

(n) Soc act of March 22, 1794, chap. 11, and notes, Vol, i. 347, 
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serving as aforesaid, shall be liable to be indicted therefor, and on con
viction thereof shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, 
and be imprisoned not exceeding two years. 

SEc. 3. And be -it fui·ther enacted, That if any citizen of .the United 
States shall voluntarily serve on board of any foreign ship or vessel, which 
shall hereafter be employed in the slave trade, he shall, on conviction 
thereof, be liable to and suffer the like forfeitures, pains, disabilities and 
penalties as he would have incurred, had such ship or vessel been owned 
or employed, in whole or in part, by any person or persons residina 
within the United States. " 

SEc. 4. And be it fi1rthe1· enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of 
the commissioned vessels of the United States, to seize and take any 
vessels employed in carrying on trade, business or traffic, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this or the said act to which this is in addi• 
tion; and such vessel, together with her tackle, apparel and guns, and 
the goods or effects, other than slaves, which shall be found on board, 
shall be forfeited, and may be proceeded against in any of the district 
or circuit courts, and shall be condemned for the use of the officers and 
crew of the vessel making the seizure, and be divided in the proportion 
directed in the case of prize : and all persons interested in such vessel, 
or in the enterprise or voyage in which such vessel shall be employed at 
the time of such capture, shall be precluded from all right or claim to the 
slaves found on board such vessel as aforesaid, and from all damages or 
retribution on account thereof: and it shall moreover be the duty of the 
commanders of such commissioned vessels, to apprehend and take into 
custody every person found on board of such vessel so seized and taken, 
being of the officers or crew thereof, and him or them convey as soon 
as conveniently may be, to the civil authority of the United States in 
some one of the districts thereof, to be proceeded against in due course 
of Jaw. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the district and circuit courts 
of the United States shall have cognizance of all acts and offences 
against the prohibitions herein contained. 

SEc. 6. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to authorize the bringing into 
either of the United States, any person or persons, the importation of 
whom is, by the existing laws of such state, prohibited. ' 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the forfeitures which shall 
hereafter be incurred under this, or the said act to which this is in addi
tion, not otherwise disposed of, shall accrue and be one moiety thereof 
to the use of the informer, and the other moiety to the use of the United 
States, except where the prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf of 
the United States, in which case the whole shall be to their use. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LIII.-.fo Act to provide for equalizing the valuations ef unseated lands. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com
missioners appointed under the act, intituled " An act to provide for 
the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses and the enumeration of slaves 
within the United States," in those states the valuations and enumera
tions. whereof are not yet closed and returned to the treasury department, 
shall be, and hereby are authorized and empowered on examination 
and consideration, at some general meeting to be convened pursuant to 
law, of the lists, returns, valuations and abstracts rendered to them by 
the assessors within their respective states, to revise the valuations of 
unseated lands in each and every assessment district of their respective 
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states and in each and every subdivision of such districts respectively, 
and t~ vary and adjust the said valuations by adding thereto, or. deduct
ing therefrom such rate per centum as to th_em shall _appear J~St and 
reasonable: Provided always, that the relative valuat10ns of different 
tracts of unseated land in the same.subdivision shall not be changed 
or affected. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners may 
direct the deductions and additions aforesaid to be made out and com
pleted by the principal assessors of the aforesaid assessment districts 
respectively, or, if they shall deem it more proper, by their ?wn clerk, 
and by such assistants as they shall find necessary and appomt for that 
purpose: Provided always, that the compensation to be made to the 
said assistants shall not exceed the pay allowed to the assistant assessors 
by the act aforesaid. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LIV.-An .9.ct supplementary to an act, intituled ".!ln JJ.ct lo establislt 
the compensation ef the qfficers employed in tile collection ef the duties on impost 
and tonnagc."(a) 
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and llouse of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, there shall be allowed and paid 
annually, to and for the use of the several collectors and surveyors 
appointed, and to be appointed pursuant to law, and employed in the 
collection of the duties of imports and tonnage, in the districts herein 
after mentioned, in addition to their fees and emoluments otherwise 
allowed by law, the sums following respectively, that is to say :-To the 
collectors of Passamaquody, Waldoborough, and St. Mary's, two hun
dred and fifty dollars each; to the collectors of Machias, Great Egg 
Harbor, Little Egg Harbor, Perth Amboy, Bridgetown, Sunbury, and 
Georgetown in Maryland, one hundred dollars each; and to t,he collect
ors of Sagg Harbor, Brunswick, in Georgia, and Dumfries, fifty dollars 
each; to the surveyor of Bermuda Hundred, one hundred and fifty 
dollars; and to the surveyors of Newport, Providence, Port Royal, 
Alexandria, and Saybrook, one hundred dollars each. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the commissions 
heretofore allowed by law, there shall, from and after the thirtieth day 
of June next, be allowed to the collectors for the districts of Alexandria, 
Petersburg, and Richmond respectively, two and an half per centum, 
on all monies which shall be collected and received by them; to the 
collector for the district of Boston and Charlestown, and to the collect
ors of Baltimore and Philadelphia, three eighths of one per centnm; to 
the collectors of Charleston, South Carolina, Salem and Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, three quarters of one per centum; to the collector of 
the district of Portland, one per centum, for and on account of the du
ties arising on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships and vessels. 

SEc. 3. And. be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
collectors of the several districts of Philadelphia, New York, Boston, 
Baltimore, Norfolk and Charleston, and they are hereby respectively 
directed to deposit for collection in the Bank of the United States, or at 
an office of discount and deposit of the said bank, all the bonds taken, 
or to be taken by them, for duties by virtue of any law of the United 
States ; but on all money collected by the said banks the commissions 
aforesaid are to be allowed the said collectors in like manner as if 
received by them. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

(a) Act of March 2, 1799, chap. 23. 
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CHAP, L V.-.lln .llct !o amend th? act intitff'led ".lln act providing for the sale <f 
the lands <f the United States, in the territory northwest <f the 01.io and above 
the mouth <f Kentucky river."(a) ' 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the 
disposal of the lands of the United States, directed to be sold by the 
act, intituled "An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United 
States, in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river," there shall be four land offices established in the said 
territory: one at Cincinnati, for lands below the Little Miami, which 
have not heretofore been granted ; one at Chilicothe, for lands east of 
the Scioto, south of the lands appropriated for satisfying military boun
ties to the late army of the United States, and west of the fifteenth 
range of townships; one at Marietta, for the lands east of the sixteenth 
range of townships, south of the before mentioned military lands, and 
south of a line drawn due west from the northwest corner of the first 
township of the second range, to the said military lands; and one at 
Steubenville, for the lands north of the last mentioned line, and east or 
north of the said military lands. Each of the said offices shall be under 
the direction of an officer, to be called "The Register of the Land 
Office," who shall be appointed by the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall give bond 
to the United States, with approved security, in the sum of ten thou
sand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office; and 
shall reside at the place where the land office is directed to be kept. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyor-general, and he is hereby expressly enjoined, to prepare and 
transmit to the registers of the several land offices, before the days herein 
appointed for commencing sales, general plats of the lands hereby directed 
to be sold at the said offices respectively, and also to forward copies of 
each of the said plats to the Secretary of the Trearnry. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor-general shall 
cause the townships west of the .Muskingum, which by the above-men
tioned act are directed to be sold in quarter townships, to be subdivided 
into half secfions of three hundred and twenty acres each, as nearly as 
may be, by running parallel lines through the same from east to west, 
and from south to north, at the distance of one mile from each other, 
and marking corners, at the distance of each half mile on the lines run
nino- from east to west, and at the distance of each mile on those run
ning from south to north, and making the marks, notes and descriptions, 
prescribed to surveyors by the above-mentioned act: And the interior 
lines of townships intersected by the .Muskingum, and of all the town
ships lying east of that river, which have not been heretofore actually 
subdivided into sections, shall also be run and marked in the manner 
prescribed by the said act, for running and marking the interior lines 
of townships directed to be sold in sections of six hundred and forty 
acres each. And in all cases where the exterior lines of the townships, 
thus to be subdivided into sections or half sections, shall exceed or shall 
not extend six miles, the excess or deficiency shall be specially noted, 
and added to or deducted from the western and northern ranges of sec
tions or half sections in such township, according as the error may be 
in running the lines from east to west, or from south to north; ~he sec
tions and half sections bounded on the northern and western Imes of 
such townships shall be sold as _containing only the quantity ~x_rressed 
in the returns and plats respectively, and all others as contarnmg the 
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complete legal quantity. And the President 01' t~e Unit~d States shall 
fix the compensation of the deputy surveyor~, charn carri~rs, and _axe
men: Provided, the whole expense of surveying and markmg the lines, 
shall not exceed three dollars for every mile that shall be actually run, 
surveyed and marked. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the lan?s thus subdivided 
( excluding the sections reserved by ~e above-J_D~nt1oned act) s~all be 
offered for sale in sections and half sect10ns, subdmded as before directed 
at the followincr places and times, that is to say: Those below the Little 
Miami shall b: offered at public vendue, in the town of Cincinnati, on 
the. first Monday of April one thousand eight hundred an_d one, under 
the direction of the register of the land office there established, and of 
either the governor or secretary of the northwestern territory. The 
lands east ef Scioto, south of the military lands, and west of the fifteenth 
range of townships, shall be offered in like manner for sale at Chilicothe, 
on the first Monday of May, one thousand eight hundred and one, under 
the direction of the register of the land office there established, and of 
either the governor or secretary_of the said territ~ry. The lands east 
of the sixteenth range of townslups, south of the military lands and west 
of the Muskingum, incll!ding all the townships intersected by that river, 
shall be offered for sale in like manner at Marietta, on the last Monday 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and one, under the direction of the 
governor or secretary, or surveyor-general of the said territory. The 
sales shall remain open at each place for three weeks, and no longer. 
The superintendents shall observe the rule" and regulations of the above
mentioned act, in classing and selling fractional with entire sections, 
and in keeping and transmitting accounts of the sales. All lands, remain
ing unsold, at the closing of either of the public sales, may be disposed 
of at private sale by the registers of these respective land offices, in the 
manner herein after prescribed; and the register of the land office at 
Steubenville, after the first day of July next, may proceed to sell, at 
private sale, the lands situate within the district assigned to his direction 
as herein before described, disposing of the same in sections, and class
ing fractional with entire sections, according to the provisions and regu. 
lations of the above-mentioned act and of this act: And the register 
of the land office at Marietta, after the said first day of July next, may 
proceed to sell at private sale, any of the lands within the district as
signed to his direction as aforesaid, which are east of the river Muskin
gum, excluding the townships intersected by that river, disposing of the 
same in sections, and classing fractional with entire sections as aforesaid. 

SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That no lands shall be sold by 
virtue of this act, at either public or private sale, for less than two dol
lars per acre, and payment may be made for the same by all ourchasers, 
either in specie, or in evidences of the public debt of the United States, 
at the rates prescribed by the act, intituled, "An act to authorize the 
receipt of evidences of the public debt in payment for the lands of the 
United States;" and shall be made in the following manner, and under 
the following conditions, to wit: 

I. At the time of purchase, every purchaser shall, exclusively of the 
fees hereafter mentioned, pay six dollars for every section and three 
dollars for every half section, he may have purchased, fo; surveying 
expenses, and deposit one twentieth part of the amount of purchase 
money, to be forfeited, if within forty days one fourth part of the pur
chase money, including the said twentieth part, is not paid. 

2. One fourth part of the purchase money shall be paid within forty 
d~ys_ after the day of sale as· aforesaid; a!1o!her fourth part shall be paid 
w1thm two years; another fourth part w1thm three years • and another 
fourth part within four years after the day of sale. ' 

3. Interest, at the rate of six per cent. a yf>ar from the day of sale 
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shall b~ charged upon each of the three last payments, payable as they Grade of pur-
respect1vely become due. chase. 

4. A discount at the rate of eight per cent. a year, shall be allowed 
on any of the three last payments, which shall be paid before the same 
shall become due, reckoning this discount always upon the sum, which 
would have been demandable by the United States, on the day appointed 
for such payment. 

5. If the first payment of one fourth part of the purchase money 
shall not be ~ade within forty days after the sale, the deposit, payment 
and fees, paid and made by the purchaser, shall be forfeited, and the 
lands shall and may, from and after the day, when the payment of one 
fourth part of the purchase money should have been made, be disposed 
of at private sale, on the same terms and conditions, and in the same 
manner as the other lands directed by this act to be disposed of at pri-
vate sale: Provided, that the lands which shall have been sold at public 
sale, and which shall, on account of such failure of payment, revert to 
the United States, shall not be sold at private sale, for a price less than 
the price that shall have been offered for the same at public sale. 
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6. If any tract shall not be completely paid for within one year after 
the date of the 1ast payment, the tract shall be advertised for sale by 
the register of the land office within whose district it may lie, in at least 
five of the most public places in the said district, for at least thirty days 
before the time of sale. And he shall sell the same at public vendue, 
during the sitting of the court of quarter sessions of the county in Act of April 
which the land office is kept, for a price not less than the whole arrears 15, 1806. 
due thereon, with the expenses of sale; the surplus, if any, shall be re-
turned to the original purchaser, or to his legal representative; but if 
the sum due, with interest, be not bidden and paid, then the land shall 
revert to the United States. All monies paid therefor shall be forfeited, 
and the register of _the land office may proceed to dispose of the same 
to any purchaser, as in case of other lands at private sale. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all and every the payments, 
to be made by virtue of the preceding section, shall be made either to 
the treasurer of the United States, or to such person or officer as shall 
be appointed by the President of the United States, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, receiver of public monies for lands of the United 
States, at each of the places respectively where the public and private 
sales of the said lands are to be made; and the said receiver of public 
monies shall, before he enters upon the duties of his office, give bond 
with approved security, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for the faith-
ful discharge of his trust; and it shall be the duty of the said treasurer 
and receiver of public monies to give receipts for the monies by them 
received, to the persons respectively paying the same; to transmit within 
thirty days in case of public sale, and quarterly, in case of private sale, 
an account of all the public monies by them received, specifying the 
amount received from each person, and distinguishing the sums received 
for surveying expenses, and those received for purchase money, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and to the registers of the land office, as the 
case may be. The said receivers of public monies shall, within t~ree 
months after receiving the same, transmit the monies by them received 
to the treasurer of the United States; and the receivers of public monies 
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for the said sales and also the receivers of public monies for the sales Act of May 
which have take~ place at Pittsburg under ~he act, int\tuled "A~ act 18, 1796. 
providing for the sale of the lands of the Umted States m t~e te;,r1tory 
northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky nver, shall 
receive one per cent. on the money received, as a compensation for Theircompen
clerk hire, receiving, safu· keeping, and transmitting it to the treasury sation. 
of the United States. 

S&c. 7. And be it further endcterl, That it shall be the duty of the 
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registers of the land offices respectively, to receive and enter on books 
kept for that purpose only, and o~ which no ~Ian~ leaves or space shall 
be left between the different entries, the applications of any person or 
persons who may apply for the purchase of any_ section or half section, 
and who shall pay him the fee her~after mentioned, and produ~e a re
ceipt from the treasurer of the Umted States, or from the receiver of 
public monies appointed for that purpose, for three dollars for each half 
section such person or persons may apply for, and for at least one 
twentieth part of the purchase money, stating ~arefully_ in each entry the 
date of the application, the date of the ,receipt to him produced, the 
amount of monies specified in the said receipt, and the number of the 
section or half section, township and range applied for. If two or more 
persons shall apply at the same time for the same tract, the register shall 
immediately determine by lot, i-n presence of the parties, which of them 
shall have preference. He shall file the receipt for monies produced by 
the party, and give him a copy of his entry, and if required, a cop_y of 
the description of the tract, and a copy of the plat of the same, or either 
of them; and it shall be his duty to inform the party applying for any 
one tract, whether the same has already been entered, purchased, or 
paid for, and at his request to give him a copy of the entry or entries 
concerning the same. He shall, three months after the date of each 
application, if the party shall not have, within that time, produced to 
him a receipt of the payment of one fourth part of the purchase money, 
including the twentieth part above mentioned, enter under its proper 
date, in the said book of entries, that the payment has not been made, 
and that the land has reverted to the United States, and he shall make 
a note of the same in the margin of the book opposite to the original 
entry. And if the party shall, either at the time of making the original 
entry, or at any time within three months thereafter, produce a receipt 
to him, for the fourth part of the purchase money, including the twentieth 
part aforesaid, he shall file the receipt, make an entry of the same, under 
its proper date, in the said book of entries, make a note of the same in 
the margin of the book, opposite to the original entry, and give to the 
party a certificate, describing the land sold, the sum paid on account, 
the balance remaining due, the time and times when such balance shalt 
become due, and that if it shall be duly discharged, the purchaser or his 
assignee or other legal representative, shall be entitled to a patent for the 
said lands; he shall also, upon any subsequent payment being made, and 
a receipt from the receiver being produced to him, file the original receipt, 
give a receipt for the same to the party, and enter the same to the credit of 
the party, in a book kept for that purpose, in which he shall open an 
a~count in the name of each purchaser, for each section or half section 
that may be sold either at public or private sale, and in which he shall 
charge the party for the whole purchase money, and give him credit for 
all his payments; making the proper charges and allowances for interest 
or discount, as the case may be, according to the provisions of the 
fourth section of this act; and upon the payment being completed and 
the account finally settled, he shall give a certificate of the same to the 
party; and on producing to the Secretary of the Treasury, the same 
final certificate, the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
to grant a patent for the lands to the said purchaser, his heirs or assigns; 
and all patents shall be countersigned by the Secretary of State, and 
recorded in his office. 

SEc. _8. Andbeitfurtlierenacted, That the registers of the land offices 
respectively, shall also note on the book of surveys, or original plat trans
mitted to them, every tract which may be sold, by inserting the letter A 
on the day ~hen the same is applied for, and the letter P on the day 
when a receipt for one fourth part of the purchase money is produced to 
them, and by crossing the said letter A on the day when the land shall 
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revert to the United States, on failure of the payment of one fourth part 
of the purchase money within three months after the date of application. 
And the said book of surveys or original plat shall be open at all times, 
in presence of the register, for the inspection of any individual, applying 
for the same and paying the proper fee. 

SEc. 9. And be it ,further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
registers of the land offices to transmit quarterly to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and to the surveyor-general, an account of the several tracts 
applied for, of the several tracts for which the payment of one fourth part 
of the purchase money has been made, of the several tracts which have 
reverted to the United States on failure of the said payment; and also 
an account of all the payments of monies by them entered, according to 
the receipts produced to them, specifying the sums of money, the names 
of the persons paying the same, the names of the officers who have re
ceived the same, and the tracts for which the same have been paid. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the registers aforesaid shall 
be precluded from entering on their books any application for lands in 
their own name, and in the name of any other person in trust for them; 
and if any register shall wish to purchase any tract of land, he may do 
it by application in writing to the surveyor-general, who shall enter the 
same on books kept for th.it purpose by him, who shall proceed in re
spect to such applications, and to any payments made for the same, in 
the same manner which the registers by this act are directed to follow, 
in respect to applications made to them for lands by other persons. The 
registers shall, nevertheless, note on the book of surveys, or original plat, 
the applications and payments thus by them made, and their right to the 
pre-emption of any tract shall bear date from the day, when their appli
cation for the same shall have been entered by the surveyor-general in 
his own book. And if any person applying for any tract shall, notwith
standing he shall have received information from the register, that the 
same has already been applied for by the said register, or by any other 
person, insist to make the application, it shall be the duty of the register 
to enter the same, noting in the margin that the same tract is already 
purchased, but upon application of the party made in writing, and which 
he shall file, he may and shall at any future time enter under its proper 
date, that the party withdraws his former application, and applies in lieu 
thereof for any other tract: Provided always, that the party shall never 
be allowed thus to withdraw his former application, and to apply in lieu 
thereof for another tract, except when the tract described in his former 
application shall have been applied for previous to the date of that his 
former application. 

SEc. 11. And be it furtliei· enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury shall and may prescribe such further regulations, in the manner of 
keeping books and accounts, by the several officers in this act mentioned, 
as to him may appear necessary and proper, in order fully to carry into 
effect the provisions of this act. 

SEc. 12. And be it .furtltcr enacted, That the registers of the land 
offices, respectively, shall be entitled to receive fron_i the treasury <;>f the 
United States, one half per cent. on all the ·momes expressed m the 
receipts by them filed and entered, and of which they sh~II have tran~ 
mitte.d an account to the Secretary of the Treasury, as directed by this 
act; and they shall further be entitled to receive,_ for their own use, ~rom 
the respective parties, the followin.g fees for services rendered, that 1s to 
say; for every original application for ,land, and a copy of the same, ~or 
a section three dollars, for a half sect10n two dollars; for every certifi
cate statin (J' that the first fourth part of the purchase money is paid, twenty
five cents'." for every subsequent receipt for monies paid, twenty-five 
cents· for'the final settlement of account and giving the final certificate 
of th~ same one dollar· for every copy, either of an application or of 
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the description of any section or half section, or of the plat of the same, 
or of any entry made on their books, or of any certificate heretofore 
given by them, twenty-five cents for each; and for a?y gen_eral inspec
tion of the book of surveys, or general plat, made m then presence, 
twenty-five cents. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the superintendents of the 
public sales, to be made by virtue of thi_s act, and the s~pe_rintendents 
of the sales which have taken place by virtue of the act, mtltuled "An 
act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in the terri
tory northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mout~ of Kentucl~y 
river" shall receive five dollars a day for every day whilst engaged m 
that 'business; and the accounting officers of the treasury are hereby 
authorized to allow a reasonable compensation for hooks, stationery and 
clerk hire, in settling the accounts of the said superintendents. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the fee to be paid for each 
patent for half a section shall be four dollars, and for every section five 
dollars, to be accounted for by the receiver of the same. 

SEc. 15. And be it further macted, That the lands of the United 
States reserved for future disposition, may be let upon leases by the sur
veyor-general, in sections or half sections, for terms not exceeding seven 
years, on condition of making such improvements as he shall deem rea
sonable. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtltei· enacted, That each person who, before the 
passing of this act, shall have erected, or begun to erect, a grist-mill or 
saw-mill upon any of the lands herein directed to be sold, shall be en
titled to the pre-emption of the section including such mill, at the rate 
of two dollars per acre: Provided, the person or his heirs, claiming such 
right of pre-emption, shall produce to the re.gist er of the land office satis
factory evidence that he or they are entitled thereto, and shall be sub
ject to and comply with the regulations and provisions by this act pre
scribed for other purchasers. 

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, pro
viding for the sale of the lands of the United States in the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river, 
as comes within the purview of this act, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP, L VI.-.On .Oct to ascertain the compensation ef public Ministers.( a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiiies 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That exclusive 
of an outfit which shall in no case exceed the amount of one year's full 
salary to any minister plenipotentiary or charge des affaires, to whom 
the same may be allowed, the President of the United States shall not 
allow to any minister plenipotentiary a greater sum than at the rate of 
nine thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal 
services and expenses: nor a greater sum for the same than four thou
sand five hundred dollars per annum to a charge des affaires: nor a 
greater sum for the same than one thousand three hundred and. fifty 
dollars per annum ~o the secretary of any minister plenipotentiary. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That where any sum or sums of 
m?n~y shall be dra"'.n from the treasury, under any law making appro
priation for the contrngent expenses of intercourse between the United 
States. and foreign nations, the President shall be, and he hereby is 
authorized to cause the same to be duly settled, annually, with th-e ac;. 

(a) See an act fixing the compensation of public miniMers and consuls, residing on the coast of Barbar)", 
and for other purposes, May l, 1810, chap. 44. 
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counting officers of the treasury in manner following, that is to say ; 
by causing the same to be accounted for specially in all instances 
wherein the expenditure thereof may in his judgment be made public, 
and by making a certificate of the amount of such expenditures as he 
may think it advisable not to specify, and every such certificate shall be 
deemed a sufficient voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed to 
have been expended. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LVII.-An Act to make appropriations for the Navy ef the United States, 
during the year one thousand eiglit hundred. 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States qf America in Congress assembled, That for de
fraying the expenses of the navy of the United States, during the year 
one thousand eight hundred, there shall be, and hereby is appropriated 
the sum of two millions, four hundred and eighty-two thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-three dollars and ninety-nine cents, that is to say: for 
the pay of the officers of the navy of the United States, the sum of 
three hundred and ninety-one thousand five hundred and ninety-six dol
lars; for the subsistence of the officers of the navy, the sum of seventy 
thousand, seven hundred and twenty-two dollars and forty cents; for 
the pay of the seamen, the sum of eight hundred and eighteen thousand 
three hundred and forty dollars; for provisions, the sum of six hun
dred and three thousand, six hundred and forty-two dollars and sixty
seven cents; for contingent expenses, including the waste of military 
stores, the expense of the navy store at Philadelphia, comprising store
keeper's salary, clerk hire, store rent, labourers, porterage and freight, 
and for making good deficiencies in former appropriations, and for 
similar expenses at Boston, Newport, Baltimore, Norfolk, New York, 
and other ports, the sum of three hundred and ninety-three thousand 
six hundred dollars; for the expense of hospitals, medicines and hos
pital stores, the sum of thirty-two thousand six hundred and forty-seven 
dollars and twenty cents; for the support of the revenue cutters while 
employed in the navy service, the sum of ten thousand dollars; for the 
pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the ma
rine corps, the sum of ninety-four thousand, seven hundred and thirty
four dollars ; for subsistence of the officers of the said corps, the sum 
of eight thousand and eighteen dollars and sixty cents; for clothing for 
the said corps, the sum of thirty-three thousand five hundred and thirty 
dollars, and seventy-four cents; for military stores for the said corps, 
the sum of twelve thousand two hundred and seventy-seven dollars and 
eighty-eight cents; for the contingent expenses of the said corps, includ. 
ing camp equipage, quartermasters, barrack-masters, and hospital stores, 
and bounties and premiums, the sum of thirteen thousand eight hundred 
and forty-four dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid appropriations 
shall be paid out of any monies in the treasnry of the United States, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 
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CHAP L VIII.-.dn .dct supplementary to tlie act entitled "An act to establish May 10, 1800. 
• the Treasury Department."(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives of the Duty of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the Secretary of the 

(a) Act of September 2, 1789, chap. 12. 
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duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to digest_, prepare and lay before 
Congress at the commencement of every sess10~, a report on the sub
ject of finance, containing ~stima~es of t~e pub!1c revenue and public 
expenditures, and plans for 1mprovm~ ?r m_creasmg_ the revenues, fro~ 
time to time, for the purpose of g1vmg mformat10n to Congress m 
adopting modes of raising the money requisite to meet the public expen
ditures. 

APPROVED, May 10, 1800. 

CHAP. LIX,-.!ln .!let to autho1'ize the issuing certain Patents. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be 
lawful and tqe proper officer is hereby authorized to issue patents on 
surve;s, which have been, or may be made within the territory reserved 
by the state of'.' Virginia, northwest of the r_i~er Ohio,_ and ~eing ~art of 
her cession to Congress, on warrants for military services, issued m pur
suance of any resolution of the legislature of that state, previous to the 
passing of this act, in favour of persons who had served in the Virginia 
line on the continental establishment: Provided, that-the whole quantity 
of land for which patents shall issue by virtue of this act, shall not 
exceed sixty thousand acres; and that the surveys aforesaid shall be 
completed and deposited in the office of the Secretary of War, on or 
before the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and three: 
And provided also, that this act shall not give any force or validity to 
the entries, locations or surveys, heretofore made in pursuance of these 
warrants, so far as such entries, locations, or surveys, interfere in any 
manner with those of persons claiming the same lands under entries, 
locations, or surveys, heretofore made in pursuance of warrants, granted 
by the state of Virginia to the officers and soldiers in the line of that 
state on continental establishment. 

SEc. 2. And be it Jurtlter enacted, That in every case of interfering 
claims under military warrants, to lands within the territory so reserved 
by the state of Virginia, when either party to such claims shall lose, or 
be evicted from the land, every such party shall have a right, and hereby 
is authorized to withdraw his, her or their warrant, respectively, to the 
amount of such loss or eviction, and to enter, survey, and patent the 
same, on any vacant land within the bounds aforesaid, and in the same 
manner as other warrants may be entered, surveyed and patented. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LX.-.!ln .fl.ct to enlarge tlte powers of Surveyors ef lite Rei•enue. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That when
ever it shall appear to the surveyor of the revenue, appointed or to be 
appointed in any assessment district within the United States, under 
the act intituled "An act to provide for the valuation of lands and 
dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United 
States," that any tract of land or dwelling-house, situated within his 
said district, and directed by the said act to be included in the lists 
thereby required to be rendered and kept, hath been omitted in the said 
lists, then and in every such case it shall be the duty of such surveyor, 
and he hereby is authorized and required to inform himself of the value 
of such tract of land or dwelling-house, by entry, view, or other lawful 
ways and means, and to make a list and valuation thereof, in the form 
and manner prescribed in and by the said act, and to enter and record 
the 8aid lists and valuation with and among the lists and ya]uations by 
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him to be kept and recorded pursuant to the said act; and to charge 
the amount of the said valuation to the person or persons to whom the 
same ought to be charged, pursuant to the said act and to the act, inti
tuled "An act to lay and collect a direct tax within the United States;" 
an<;! that where any assessor, no list _having been rendered, shall have 
estimated any tract of unseated land, to contain a greater number of 
acres than the said tract shall by the patent or survey of the same actu
ally appear to contain, it shall appear to the surveyor of the assessment 
district in which the said land shall be situate, by the production of the 
said patent or survey thereof, that there has been a mistake in estimat
ing the said number of acres, it shall be lawful for such surveyor to 
credit the proprietor or proprietors thereof with the number of acres 
so' overcharged: Pro1,ided, that the said credit shall not operate to lessen 
the sum directed to he collected by virtue of the present law to lay and 
collect a direct tax: And provided also, that no credit shall be valid 
until the same shall have been approved by the inspector of the survey, 
or the supervisor of the district, if comprehending but one survey of 
inspection; and if any error has happened, by charging any person 
with being the proprietor of any tract or parcel of unseated land, who 
was not the owner thereof on the first day of October one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight, or by assessing to any person any tract 
or parcel of unseated land more than once as proprietor thereof, it shall 
be lawful in all or any of these cases, for the surveyor of the district in 
which the said error shall have happened, to correct the same by giving 
the person so charged such credit in his account respecting the said 
land as may be just and equitable. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the services aforesaid, 
the surveyors of the revenue shall respectively be entitled to, and ,aceive 
from the United States, the following compensations, that is to say : For 
every tract of land or dwelling-house, valued and recorded as aforesaid 
without entry and view, seventy-five cents; for every tract of land or 
dwelling-house so valued and recorded with entry and view, two dollars; 
for every mile of necessary travel in going to make such entry and view 
and returning, five cents; and that the accounts for the said compensa
tions shall be presented to the supervisors of the districts respectively, 
and if allowed by them, shall be paid by them and credited to their 
accounts respectively, in the settlement thereof with the treasury de
partment. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever any person shall 
have been charged, pursuant to the above-mentioned acts or either of 
them, or to this act, with the amount of the valuation of any tract of 
land or dwelling-house; and such person, or his or her legal representa
tivefl 01· assigns, shall afterwards in due course of law have been ejected 
from such land or dwelling-house, or have had a decision against him, 
her or them, upon the title thereof, then, and in every such case, it shall 
be the duty of the surveyor of the revenue within whose assessment dis
trict the said land or dwelling-house shall be situated ; and he is hereby 
authorized and required, on the application of such person, or of his or 
her legal representatives or assigns, as the case may be, and on the pay
ment or tender by them, or any of them, of the sum of one dollar for 
every such tract of land or dwelling-house, which sum the said surveyor 
is hereby authorized to demand and receive in such case, to .cancel the 
valuation on such land or dwelling-house, so far as respects the persons 
so applying, and to discharge him or her therefrom. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

VoL. IJ.-11 
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CHAP. LXl.-.!ln .!let to amend an act intituled "./1.n act to establish the Judicial 
Courts of the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembl~d, That jurors to serve 
in the courts of the United States shall be designated by lot, or other
wise, in each state or district respectively, according to the mode of 
forming juries to serve in the highest courts of law therein now prac
tised; so far as the same shall render such designation practicable by 
the courts and marshals of the United States. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXII.-.!ln Jlct to appi·npriate a certain sum of money to defray the ea:
pense of holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians. 

SECTION ]. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and I-louse of R<presentatives 
of tlie United States of America in Congress assembler!, That a sum not 
exceeding fifteen thousand dollars be appropriated, to defray the expense 
of such treaty or treaties, as the President of the United States shall 
deem it expedient to hold with the Indians south of the river Ohio: 
Provided, nothing in this act contained shall be construed to admit an 
obligation on the part of the United States to extinguish, for the benefit 
of any state or individual citizen, Indian claims to any lands lying within 
the limits of the United States; and that the compensation to be allowed 
to any of the commissioners, who may be appointed for negotiating such 
treaty or treaties, shall not exceed, exclusive of travelling expenses, the 
rate of eight dollars per day during the time of actual service of such 
commissioner. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the sum aforesaid shall be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States not other
wise appropriated. 

ArrnovED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXIII.-Jln .!let dfrccting the payment of a detachment ef tlie militia un
der lite command ef ~Major 'l'lwma;; Johnson, in the year one thousand seven 
l1undrcd and ninetyfour, 

Be it enacted ~y tl1~ Senate and I-louse of Representatives of tl1e United 
States of America in Congi·ess assembled, That the proper accounting 
officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby authorized, to settle the 
accounts of the militia, who served on an expedition commanded by 
Major Thomas Johns?n against the Indians, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and nmety-four, and that the same be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

C~AP: LXIV.-.On JJ.ct to retain a furtl,er sum on drawbacks, for the expenses 
mcident to the allowance and payment thereof, and in lieu of stamp duties on 
debentures. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, two and one half per cent um on the 
amount of all drawbacks, allowed or to be allowed by law, upon and for 
the re-exportation from the United States of <roods, wares, or merchan
dises imported thereinto, shall be retained fur the use of the United 
S_t~tes, by the collectors paying such drawbacks respectively; and in ad
d1t1on to the sum of one and one quarter per centum heretofore directed 
by law to be so retained. 
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SEv. 2. A~d be it furtlter enacted, That i.n case of the re-exportation 
from the Umted States of goods, wares, and merchandises, imported 
thereinto in foreign ships or vessels, no part of the additional duty im
posed by law on such goods, wares, and merchandises, on account of 
their importation in such ships or vessels, shall be allowed to be draw
back; but that the whole of the said additional duty shall be retained in 
manner aforesaid, in addition to the rate per centum by this and former 
acts directed to be retained. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP,LXV.-.IJ.11.llcttoauthorize certafo expenditures, alld to make certain appro• 
priations Jen-the year one thousaoo eight hundred. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the secre
tary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representatives, re
spectively, shall have allowed to them, in the settlement of their accounts 
with the treasury department, the expenses by them respectively incur
red, pursuant to the directions of the joint committee of t'he two houses, 
in the various measures adopted by the said committee for doing honour 
to the memory of George Washington, late President of the United 
States; and that a sum not exceeding three thousand two hundred dol
lars shall be and hereby is appropriated for defraying the said expenses. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered to cause to 
be given, during the present year, to the Choctaw nation of Indians, 
such presents, not exceeding the value of two thousand dollars, as he 
shall judge most suitable ; and that the sum of two thousand dollars 
shall be and hereby is appropriated for that purpose. 

SEC:;, 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered to cause to be 
expended a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, for the reimburse
ment of such reasonable advances of money as have heretofore been, or 
before the first day of September next may be made by consuls of the 
United States, in making and supporting the claims of American citizens 
for captured property, before the tribunals of foreign countries; and that 
the sum of five thousand dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated for 
that purpose. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of forty-four thou
sand dollars shall be, and hereby is appropriated for defraying the ex
pense that has been, or during the present year may be incurred by the 
payment of costs, in prize causes before the court of admiralty and court 
of appeals in England. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
incident to the visits of Indians to the seat of government, the sum of 
seven thousand five hundred dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That for defraying, during the 
present year, the additional compensations granted in the present session 
to the secretary of the Senate, and clerk of the House of Representa
tives, and to the clerks in their respective offices, the sum of one thou
sand five hundred dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses 
incident, during the present year, to the establishment of the general 
stamp office, including the salary of the superintendent of stamps, clerk 
hire, office rent, and all contingent expenses, the sum of four thousand 
dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That for defraying, during the 
present year, the expense incident to the establishment of the govern-
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SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
incident to the exploring of copper mines on l,ake Sur:erior, the ~um of 
one thousand five hundred dollars shall be and hereby 1s appropnated. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated for 
the present year, the sum of one hundred thousand do!lars, to be a~pli~d 
to the fortification of the ports and harbors of the Umted States, m aid 
of the sums heretofore appropriated for that purpose and remaining un-
expended. . . . 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid appropriations 
shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800 

CHAP, LXVI.-An .Oct to lay additional duties on certain articles imported. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, the following duties, in addition to 
those now in force, and payable on the several articles herein after 
enumerated, shall be laid, levied, and collected upon those articles re
spectively, at their importation into the United States from any foreign 
port or place, that is to say; upon all brown sugar, one half cent per 
pound ; upon all sugar candy, two cents and one half per pound; upon 
all molasses, one cent per gallon ; and upon all goods, wares and mer
chandises now paying a duty of ten per centum ad valorem, two and 
one half per centum ad valorem. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, the duties now imposed and payable on wines, im
ported into the United States from any foreign port or place, shall cease 
and be abolished; and that in lieu thereof the following duties shall 
thenceforth be laid, levied, and collected, upon all wines so imported 
in casks, bottles, or other vessels, that is to say: upon all Malmsey, 
Madeira, and London particular Madeira wine, fifty-eight cents per 
gallon ; upon all other Madeira wine, fifty cents per gallon ; upon all 
Burgundy, Champaign, Rhenish, and Tokay wine, forty-five cents per 
gallon ; upon all Sherry wine, forty cents per gallon; upon all Saint 
Lucar wine, forty cents per gallon ; upon all claret and other wines not 
enumerated, when imported in bottles or cases, thirty-five cents per 
gallon ; upon all Lisbon, Oporto, and other Portugal wines, thirty cents 
per gallon; upon all Teneriffe, Fayall, Malaga, Saint George and other 
Western Island wine, twenty-eight cents per gallon ; and upon all other 
wines when imported otherwise than in bottles or cases, twenty-three 
cents per gallon. 

SEC. 3. And be itfurtlicr enacted, That an addition of ten per centum 
~hall be made to the several rates of duties above specified and imposed, 
m respect to all such goods, wares, and merchandises as aforesaid, as 
shall, after the said thirtieth day of June, be imported in ships or vessels 
not of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the duties laid by this act 
shall be levied and collected in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations and allowances as to drawbacks, mode of security, and time 
of payment respectively, with the several duties now in force on the 
respective articles herein before enumerated. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That on account of the additional 
duties laid on brown sugar and mola~ses by this act, the following snms 
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respectively shall, from and after the thirty-first day of December next, 
be add~d to the drawbacks now allowed by law, on sugar refined within 
the Umted States and exported therefrom, and on spirits distilled from 
molasses within the United States and exported therefrom, that is to say: 
On all sugar so refined and exported, one cent per pound; and on all 
spirits so distilled and exported, one cent per gallon ; which additional 
drawbacks shall be allowed and paid according to the regulations now 
established by law, respecting the present drawbacks allowed on the said 
articles. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the proceeds of the duties, 
laid by this act, shall be solely appropriated and applied for the discharge 
of the interest and principal of the debts of the United States, haretofore 
contracted, or to be contracted during the present year. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXVII.-Jln Jlct appointing the time, and directing the place '!f the next 
meeting '!f Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the session of 
Congress next ensuing the present shall be held at the city of Washing
ton, in the District of Columbia, and said session shall commence on the 
third Monday of November, one thousand eight hundred. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXVIII.-.Bn.Bct to make provision relative to rations far Indians, and 
to their visits to the seat of Government. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and hereby is authorized and em
powered to cause such rations as he shall judge proper, and as can be 
spared from the army provisions without injury to the service, to be issued 
under such regulations as he shall think fit to establish, to Indians who 
may visit the military posts of the United States on the frontiers, or 
within their respective nations. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, aud hereby is further authorized and empowered to cause 
to be defrayed, on the part of the United States, the reasonable expenses 
of such Indians as may from time to time visit the seat of government 
thereof, for their journeys to, stay at, and return from the same; and 
also to cause to be given to such Indians, during their stay as aforesaid, 
such presents as he shall judge necessary. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That a separate account of all 
rations issued, and expenses defrayed as aforesaid, and of the expendi
tures, occasioned by such presents as are aforesaid, shall be kept at the 
department of war. 

APPROVED, May 13, 1800. 

CHAP, LXIX.-.11.n.lJ.clsupplementary to the act to suspend part of an act, intituled 
"..in ad to augment the .11.rmy of the United States, and for other purposes." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States to suspend any fur
ther military appointments, under the act to augment the army of 
the United States, and for other purposes; and under the ninth section 
of the act for the better organizing of the troops of the United States, 
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and for other purposes; according to his discretion, having reference 
to economy and the good of the service. . 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and hereby is authorized and empowered to discharge, 
on or before the fifteenth day of June next, all such officers, non-com
missioned officers and privates, as have heretofore been appointed, com
missioned, or raised, under and by virtue of the said acts, or either of 
them, except the :ngineers, inspector of. arti)lery, _and inspect?r of for
tifications. Provided always, ihat nothmg m this act contamed shall 
be construed to authorize any reduction of the first four regiments of 
infa~try, the two regiments of artillerists and engineers, the_ two troops 
of hght dragoons, or of the general and other staff, authorized by the 
several laws for the establishing and organizing of the aforesaid corps. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That to each officer, non-commis
sioned officer qnd private, who shall be discharged from service by virtue 
of this act, there shall be allowed and paid, in addition to the pay and 
allowances to which they are now entitled by law, a sum of money equal 
to three months pay of such oflicer, non-commissioned officer and private 
respectively. 

APPROVED, May 14, 1800. 

CHAP, LXX.-.dn.act supplementary to the act establishing the Mint, and regu
lating the coins ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That until the fourth 
day of March one thousand eight hundred and one, the mint shall 
remain in the city of Philadelphia, and be carried on as heretofore under 
the laws now in force; any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, May 14, 1800. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I. RESOLVED by tltc Senate and House of Representatives qf tlte United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That a marble monument be 
erected by the United States, in the Capitol, at the city of Washington, 
and that the family of General Washington be requested to permit his 
body to be deposited under it; and that the monument be so designed 
as to -commemorate the great events of his military and political life. 

And be it .further resolved, That there be a funeral procession from 
Congress Hall to the German Lutheran Church, in honour of the memory 
of General George Washington, on Thursday the twenty-sixth instant, 
and that an oration be prepared at the request of Congress, to be deliv
ered before both houses on that day; and that the President of the 
Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives, be desired to re
quest one of the members of Congress to prepare and deliver the same. 

And be it further resolved, That it be recommended to the people of 
the United States to wear crape on the left arm as mourning, for thirty 
days. 

And be it furtlier i-esolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to direct a copy of these resolutions to be transmitted to 
Mrs. Washington, assuring her of the profound respect Congress will 
ever bear to her person and character; of their condolence on the late 
afflicting dispensation of Providence ; and intreating her assent to the 
interment of the remains of General George Washington, in the manner 
expressed in the first resolution. 

And be it further resolved, That the President of the United States 
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be requested to issue a proclamation, notifying to the people throughout 
the United States the recommendation contained in the third resolution. 

APPROVED, December :24, 1799. 

II. RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte Uni
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That it be recommended to 
the people of the United States to assemble on the twenty-second day 
of February next, in such numbers and manner as may be convenient, 
publicly to testify their grief for the death of General George Washing
ton, by suitable eulogies, orations and discourses, or by public prayers. 

And it is furtl1e1· resolved, That the President be requested to issue 
a proclamation for the purpose of carrying the foregoing resolution 
into effect. 

APPROVED, January 6, 1800. 

III. RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of tlte Uni
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State 
be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to procure and transmit 
to the governor of the state of North Carolina, a number of the copies 
of the laws of the United States, equal to the number which the Secre
tary was heretofore authorized to transmit to the governor of the said 
state by an act, intituled '' An act for the more general promulgation 
of the laws of the United States," to be deposited and distributed 
agreeably to the provisions of the said act, for the use and information 
of the citizens of the United States within the said state. 

APPROVED, Febrnary 3, 1800. 

IV. RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Rr.prescntalives of tlte Uni
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be requested to present to Captain Thomas Truxton, a 
golden medal, emblematical of the late action between the United 
States frigate Constellation, of thirty-eight guns, and the French ship 
of war La Vengeance, of fifty-four ; in testimony of the high sense en
tertained by Congress of his gallantry and good conduct in the above 
engagement, wherein an example was exhibited by the captain, officers, 
sailors, and marines, honourable to the American name, and instructive 
to its rising navy. 

And it is further resolved, That the conduct of James Jarvis, a mid
shipman in said frigate, who gloriously preferred certain death to an 
abandonment of his post, is deserving of the highest praise, and that the 
loss of so promising an officer is a subject of national regret. 

APPROVED, March 29, 1800. 

V. Resol1tfion respecting the Copper Mines on the south side of Lake Superior. 

RESOLVED by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be authorized to employ an agent., who shall be instructed 
to collect all material information relative to the copper mines on the 
south side of Lake Superior, and to ascertain whether the Indian title 
to such lands as might be required for the use of the United States, in 
case they should deem it expedient to work the said mines, be yet sub
sisting, and if so, the terms on which the same can be extinguished. 
And that the said agent be instructed to make report to the President 
in such time, as the information he may collect may be laid before Con
gress at their next session. 

APPROVED, April 16, 1800. 
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