
Dec. 17, 1810. 

[Obsolete.] 
The message 

or President and 
the documents 
accompanying 
the same to be 
transmitted free 
of postage. 

STATUTE III. 

Jan. 7, 1811. 

[Obsolete.] 

Appropriation. 

STATUTE III. 

,Tan. 7, 1811. 

[Expired.] 
Act of March 

26,1804,ch.46. 
Act of :Feb. 

27, 1813, ch. 40, 
Mediterranean 

fund continued 

ACTS OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
OF TH:& 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the third session, whicli was begun and held at the City ef 
Wasltington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the tliird day 
of December, 1810, and ended on the third day of JJfarch, 1811. 

JAMES MADISON, President; GEORGE CLINTON, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; Jorrn PoPE, President of 
the Senate pro tempore, from the 26th of February, 1811; J. B. 
V ARNUI\I, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

ST ATU'l'E III. 

CHAPTER 1.-.0n Act to autharize the transportation rf certain documenta fru 

if postage. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou.~e ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the members of Con
gress, the secretary of the Senate and clerk of the House of Represen
tatives, be, and they are hereby respectively authorized to transmit, free 
of postage, the message of the President of the United States of the fifth 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and ten, and the documents 
accompanying the same, printed by order of the Senate and by order of 
the House of Representatives, to any post-office within the United States 
and territories thereof, to which they may direct, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, December 17, 1810. 

CHAP. II.-Jln .!let making an additional appropriation to supply a rleficiency in 
the appropriation for the relief and protection if distressed Jlmerican &amen, 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States (Jf America in Congress assembled, That for supplying the defici
ency in the appropriation for the relief and protection of distressed Ame
rican seamen in foreign countries, during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, the further sum of seventy-six thousand dollars, to be 
paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, be 
and the same hereby is appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 7, 1811. 

CHAP; lll.-.Bn Act to continue in force fm- a further time the first section ef 
the act, entituled "An act further to protect the commerce and seamen if the 
United States against the Barbary powers." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the act 
passed on the twenty-fifth [twenty-sixth] day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and four, entituled "An act further to protect the com-
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me_rce and. sea~en of the U niJed States ~gainst the Barbary powers," 
as 1s contamed m the first section of the said act, and which was revived 
and continued in fo~ce for the t!me t~erein mentioned, by an act, enti
tuled "An act to revive and contmue m force for a further time the first 
section of the act, entituled An act further to protect the commerce and 
seamen of the United States against the Barbary powers," passed on the 
twelfth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and ten be and 
the same i's he~eby continued in force until the fourth day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve: Provided however, That the 
additional duty laid by the said section, shall be collected on all such 
goods, wares ~nd merchandise liable to pay the same, as shall have been 
imported previous to that day. 

APPROVED January 7, 18ll. 

CHAP. IV .-.11n .11ct lo fix the compensatz'on ef the additional assistant Postmaster. 
General. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of A.merica in Congress assembled, That the additional assistant 
Postmaster-General, authorized by the act "regulating the post-office 
establishment," shall receive an annual salary of sixteen hundred dollars, 
payable quarter-yearly at the treasury of the United States, to be com
puted from the time at which he may have entered upon the execution 
of the duties of his office. 

APPROVED, January 17, 1811. 

CHAP, VII.-.On .llct to authorize the Secretary at War to ascertain and settle by 
the appointment ef Commissioners, the exterior line of the Public Land at West 
Point, with the adjoining proprietor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Housf! of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary at War 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to settle the exterior line of the 
public land at West Point, in the state of New York, now in dispute 
with Thomas North, the adjoining proprietor; and for that purpose to 
appoint three commissioners to ascertain the same, whose determination, 
or a majority of them, the same being first approved by the Congress of 
the United States, shall be final and conclusive in the premises. And 
any such commissioner shall be entitled to receive at, and after the rate 
of four dollars per diem, for the time necessarily employed in executing 
said commission or appointment. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for 
the commissioners who may be appointed under this act, or either of 
them, to issue process, in nature of a writ of subpcena, for any witness 
that may be required on a hearing in the premises; and any person duly 
served with such process shall be bound to appear and testify under the 
like penalty, and be liable to be proceeded against in the like manner, 
as is provided by law, in relation to any witness whose attendance is 
required in any court of the United States, to give testimony in any 
matter depending therein. 

APPROVED, January 22, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 

CHAP, I X.-.On .Oct making appropriations for the support of the Military estab- Feh. 6, 1811, 
lishment of the United States, for the year one tliousand elght hundred and 
eleven, [Obsolete.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati1:es of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraymg the expenses 

The act of Jan. 15, 1811, will be found in Vol. 3, p. 471. 
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of the military establishment of the United States for the year one thou .. 
sand eight hundred and eleven, for the Indian department, and for the 
expense of fortifications, magazines, arsenals and armories, the following 
sums be, and the same hereby are respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

Specific ap- For the pay of the army of the United States, eight hundred and 
propriations. sixty-nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars. 

STATUTE III. 

For forage, thirteen thousand seven hundred and fifty-six dollars. 
For subsistence, six hundred and eighty-five thousand five hundred 

and thirty-two dollars and five cents. 
For clothing, two hundred and ninety-three thousand eight hundred 

and four dollars. 
For bounties and premiums, thirty thousand dollars. 
For the medical and hospital department, fifty thousand dollars. 
For camp equipage, fuel, tools and transportation, two hundred and 

seventy thousand dollars. 
For ordnance, one hundred thousand dollars. 
For fortifications, arsenals, magazines and armories, including two 

thousand dollars for such a number of additional military storekeepers 
as may be required, two hundred and seventy-six thousand forty-nine 
dollars and seventy-six cents. 

For purchasiQg maps, plans, books and instruments, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For contingencies, fifty thousand dollars. 
For the salary of clerks employed in the military agents' offices, and 

in the office of the inspector of the army, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the Indian department, one hundred and forty-six thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums specifically 
appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVEO, February 6, 1811. 

Feb. 7, 1811. CHAP. XI.-.Bn .Bet making appropriatiQ1111 for the support ef the Navy ef the 
[Obsolete.] United States for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for defraying the expenses 
of the navy of the United States for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, the following sums be, and the same are hereby respectively 
appropriated, that is to say : 

Specific ap- For the pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay of the seamen, 
propriations. seven hundred and seventy-four thousand three hundred and ninety 

dollars. 
For provisions, three hundred and eighty-five thousand, three hundred 

and thirty dollars. 
For medicines, instruments and hospital stores, thirty thousand dol

lars. 
For repairs of vessels, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
For freight, store rent, and all other contingencies, one hundred thou

sand dollars. 
For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, including provisions 

for those on shore and forage for the staff, one hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand two hundred and fifty-six dollars and ninety cents. 

For clothing for the same, thirty-seven thousand nine hundred dollars 
and ninety cents. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand three hundred and 
ninety-six dollars and twenty-five cents. 
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For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all other ex• Specific ap
penses on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, three thou- prop.riation,. 
sand dollars. 

For quartermasters and barr~c~-masters' store~, officers' travelling ex
penses, armorers and carpenters IHlls, fuel, premmms for enlisting men 
musical instruments, bounty to music, ar.d other contingent.expenses of 
the marine corps, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of navy-yards, comprising docks and other improve
ments, pay of superintendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers,, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. . 

For ordnance and small arms, sixty thousand dollars. 
SEC. _2. And lie_ it farther enacted, That the severa} sums, specifically 

appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any momes in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, FelJruary 7, 1811. 

CHAP. XII.-An .f1ct making compensation to John Eugene Leitensdoifer for 
services rendered the United States in the war with Tripoli. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby directed to issue a land warrant to John Eugene 
Leiteusdorfer for three hundred and twenty acres; which said warrant: 
may, at the option of the holder or possessor, be located with any regis
ter or registers of the land-offices on any of the public lands of the 
United States, lying on the west side of the Mississippi, then and there 
offered for sale, or may be received at the rate of two dollars per acre 
in payment of any such public lands. 

Siic. 2. And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting 
officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby directed to settle the 
account of John Eugene Leitensdorfer, and to allow him the pay of a 
captain, from the fifteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, to the fifteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
five, being the time he served as adjutant and im,pector of the forces of 
the United States, in Egypt and on the coast of Africa. 

APPROVED, February 13, 1811. 

CHAP, XIV.-.Rn Act providing for the final adjustment ef claims to lands, 
and for the sale ef the public lands in the territories ef Orleans and Loui&• 
iana.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following allowances 
and compensations shall be made to the several officers appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territories of Orleans and Louisiana; which allowances and compensa
tions shall be in full for all their services, including those rendered since 
their salaries respectively ceased, that is to say : To each of the com
missioners, and to each of the clerks of the boards, fifty cents for. each 
claim, duly filed according to law, which remained undecided on the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and nine, and on which 
a decision has been made subsequent to that day, or shall hereafter be 
made, whether such decision be in favour or against' the claim: which 
allowance of fifty cents shall be paid at the treasury of the United States, 
from time to time, and on receipt of the transcripts of the decisions and 
of the reports of claims not finally confirmed, as the same may be trans-
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(a) See notes to the act of March 2, 1805, chap. 26, vol. ii. 324, for a reference to the acts which have 
been passed relative to lands and land titles in Louisiana, 
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mitted by the boards respectively to the Secretary of the Treasury ac
cording to law. To each of the said commissioners and clerks a further 
allowance of five hundred dollars, to be paid after the completion of the 
business of each of the boards respectively, to the officers then in office. 
And to each of the translators, at the rate of six hundred dollars a year, 
and not to exceed in the whole for each the term of eighteen months: 
Provided always, that the above mentioned allowance of fifty cents for 
each claim decided upon, shall not be made to any of the commission• 
ers who may be absent at the time of such decision; the attendance of 
each to be certified by the clerk, or by a majority of the board: And 
provided also, that no allowance shall be made to any agent heretofore 
employed by the Secretary of the Treasury, for any period of time sub
sequent to the time when such agent ceased to act, or when the board 
ceased to receive evidence. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the two principal deputy 
surveyors of the territory of Orleans shall, and they are hereby autho• 
rized, in surveying and dividing such of the public lands in the said 
territory, which are or may be authorized to be surveyed and divided, 
as are adjacent to any river, lake, creek, bayou or water course, to vary 
the mode heretofore prescribed by law, so far as relates to the contents 
of the tracts, and -- to the angles and boundary lines --· - and to 
lay out the same into tracts as far as practicable, of fifty-eight poles in 
front and four hundred and sixty-five poles in depth, of such shape, and 
bounded by such lines as the nature of the country will render practica
ble, and most convenient: Provided however, that such deviations from 
the ordinary mode of surveying shall be made with the approbation of, 
and in conformity with the general instructions which may be given to 
that eftect by the surveyor of the public lands south of the state of Ten
nessee. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlicr enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the eastern land district of the territory of 
Orleans, a land-office shall be established at New Orleans; and that for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying south of Red river, 
in the western land district of the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall 
be established at Opelousas; and that for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, lying north of Red river, in the western land district of 
the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be established, which shall be 
kept at such place as the President of the United States may direct. 
The register of the western land district of the territory of Orleans shall 
act as register of the land-office of Opelousas, and as one of the com
missioners for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in any 
part of the said western land district. And for the land-office, north of 
the Red river, a register, and for each of the said three offices, a receiver 
of public monies sriall be appointed, who shall give security in the same 
manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their offices, as are or may be 
provided by law, in relation to the registers and receivers of public 
monies in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of 
the United States, in the territory of Mississippi. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested in the 
President of the United States by the eleventh section of the act, enti
tuled "An act supplementary to an act, entituled An act for ascertaining 
and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans, 
and the district of Louisiana," passed on the twenty-first day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, in relation to the public lands lying 
in the western district of the territory of Orleans, and all the other pro. 
visions made by the same section, for the sale of said lands, and for 
obtaining patents for the same, shall be, and the same are hereby in 
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every respect, extended to the public lands, lying in the eastern district 
of the territory of Orleans. 

SEc. 5. And be it .furtlier enacted, That every person who, either by 
virtue of a French or Spanish grant recognized by the laws of the United 
States, or under a claim confirmed by the commissioners appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territory of Orleans, owns a tract of land bordering on any river, creek, 
bayou or water course, in the said territory, and not exceeding in depth 
forty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a preference in be
coming the purchaser of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back 
of his own tract, not exceeding forty arpens, French measure, in depth, 
nor in quantity of land, that which is contained in his own tract, at the 
same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as are, or may be 
provided by law for the other public lands in the said territory. And 
the principal deputy surveyor of each district respectively, shall be and 
he is hereby authorized, under the superintendence of the surveyor of 
the public lands south of the state of Tennessee, to cause to be surveyed, 
the tracts claimed by virtue of this section; and in all cases where by 
reason of bends in the river, lake, creek, bayou or water course border
ing on the tract, and of adjacent claims of a similar nature, each claim
ant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the adjacent tract already 
owned by him to divide the vacant land applicable to that object between 
the several claimants, in such manner as to him will appear most equit
able: Provided however, that the right of pre-emption, granted by this 
section, shall not extend so far in depth, as to include lands fit for culti
vation, bordering on another river, creek, bayou or water course. And 
every person entitled to the benefit of this section shall, within three 
years after the date of this act, deliver to the register of the proper land
office, a noti~e in writing, stating the situation and extent of the tract 
of land he wishes to purchase, and shall also make the payment and pay
ments for the same, at the time and times, which are, or may be pre,. 
scribed by law, for the disposal of the other public lands in the said 
territory: the time of his delivering the notice aforesaid, being consi
dered as the date of the purchase. And if any such person shall fail to 
deliver such notice within the said period of three years, or to make 
such payment or payments at the time above mentioned, his right of 
pre-emption shall cease and become void ; and the land may thereafter 
be purchased by any other person in the same manner, and on the same 
terms, as are or may be provided by law for the sale of other public lands 
in the said territory. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the land-offices, established 
by virtue of the fourth section of this act, shall be opened on the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for the sale of 
all the public lands, with the exception of section "No. sixteen" of the 
salt springs, and land contiguous thereto, and of the tracts ~eserved [or 
the support of seminaries of learning as herein after provided, which 
shall have been previously surveyed and the surveys thereof returned 
according to law to the registers of the land-offices respectively; and on 
the first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for 
the sale of such of the public lands, which, from the nature of the coun
try, cannot be surveyed in the ordinary way, and are embraced by t~e 
provisions of the third section of this act, as shall have, at least six: 
weeks previous to the said first day of February, one thous.and eight 
hundred and twelve, been advertised for sale by the surveyor of the 
public lands south of the state of Tennessee, with the approbation of the 
President of the United States. The public sales for the lands, sub
divided into quarter sections in the ordinary way, shal! be held for ~ne 
calendar month, under the superintendence of the register and rece1v~r 
of each land-office respectively, and of either of the !!urveyors of pubhc 
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lands south of Tennessee, or of his principal deputy surveyor in the dis-, 
trict, who shall each recei~·e six dollars for each day's attendance 011 the 
same; and no tract of land shall be sold at said public sales, for a less 
price than that which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of 
public lands in the Mississippi territory. And from and after the first 
first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, any tract 
which has been thus offered for sale at public sale, and remains unsold, 
as well as any tract of land embraced by the provisions of the third 
section of this act, the sale of which is authorized by this section, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for the 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public 
lands in the Mississippi territory. All the lands, sold (by) virtue of this 
section, shall in every other respect be sold on the same terms of pay
ment and conditions, in the same manner, and under the same regula
tions as are or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public lands in 
the Mississippi territory; Provided lwwever, that in case of an applica
tion being made at the same time, for the purchase at private sale of the 
same tract of land by two or more persons, one of whom did actually 
inhabit and cultivate such tract of land at the time of passing this act, 
and still continues to inhabit and cultivate the sam.e at the time of such 
application ; the preference shall be given to the person thus inhabiting 
and cultivating such tract of land: And provided al,so, that till after the 
final decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for 
sale, the claim to which has been in due time, and according to law, 
presented to the register of the land-office, and filed in his office, for the 
purpose of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the ter
ritory of Orleans; or which shall have been located by or for Major 
General La Fayette, according to law. 

SEc. 7. And be it f11rtl1er enacted, That in addition to the township 
already reserved for that purpose by law, in the western district of the 
territory of Orleans, and which shall be located south of Red river, 
another entire township shall be located by the Secretary of the Trea
sury north of Red river, for the use of a seminary of learning, and also 
an entire township ill the territory of Louisiana, for the support of a 
seminary of learning within the said territory. 

SEc. 8. And be it fart!tcr enacted, That the surveyor-general sh&l:l 
cause such of the public lands in the territory of Louisiana as the Presi
dent of th.e United States shall direct, to be surveyed and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations and limitation as to ex
penses, as is provided by law in relation to the lands of the United 
States, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. 

SEc. 9. And be it furtlier enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the territory of Louisiana, a land-office 
shall be established, which shall be kept at such place as the President 
of the United States may direct; and a register and receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed for said office, who shall give security in the 
same manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their office, as are or may be pro
vided for by law, in relation to the register and receiver of public monie11 
in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, northwest of the river Ohio and above the mouth of Ken• 
tucky river. 

SEc. IO. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall think proper, 
to direct so much of the public lands lying in the territory of Louisiana, 
aii shall have been surveyed in conformity with the ninth section of this 
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act, to ~e offered for s~le. ~!l su_ch lands 'Shall, with the exception of 
the section "number s1xtee!1, . which shall b~ reserved in each township 
for the support of schools w1thm the same, with exception also of a tract 
r~served fo~ the su~port of a se11:1inary oflear~ing, as provided for by the 
eighth sectI_on of this act, and ~1th the exception ~lso of the salt springs, 
and lead mmes, and lands contiguous thereto, which, by the direction of 
the President of the United States, may be reserved for the future dis
pbsal of the_ sai~ States, shall _be offered for sale to the highest bidder, 
under the d1rect10n of the register of the land-office, and the receiver of 
public monies, and of the principal deputy surveyor, and on such day or 
days as shall, by public proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose. 'fhe sales shall remain open for 
three weeks, and no longer. The lands shall be sold for a price not 
less than that which has been or may be fixed by law for the public 
lands, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. And shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same 
size, on the same terms and conditions, as have been or may be by law 
provided for the lands sold in the state of Ohio. The superintendents 
of the said public sales shall each receive six dollars for each day's 
attendance on the said sales. All the lands which have been thus 
offered for sale, at public sale, remaining unsold at the closing of the 
public sales, may be disposed of at private sale by the register of the 
land-office, for the same price which is or may be prescribed by law for 
the sale of public lands in the state of Ohio: Provided however, that till 
after the decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered 
for sale, the claim to which has been in due time and according to law 
presented to the recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana, and 
filed in his office, for the purpose of being investigated by the commis
sioners appointed for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands 
in the territory of Louisiana. And patents shall be obtained for all lands 
sold in the territory of Louisiana, in the same manner and on the same 
terms as is or may be provided, by law, for land sold in the state of 
Ohio. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That the claim of the corpora
tion of the city of New Orleans, to the common adjacent thereto, and 
within six.hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, as confirmed 
by the act, entituled "An act respecting claims to lands in the territories 
of Orleans and Louisiana," shall be deemed valid, although the relin
quishment of the said corporation to any claim beyond the said distance 
of six hundred yards, was not made till after the expiration of the period 
of six months prescribed by the act last mentioned. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers an<l 
waters in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall be, and for ever 
remain public highways. . 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceedrng forty 
thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated, for the pur
pose of carrying this act into effect, which sum shall be paid out of 
unappropriated monies in the treasury. 

APPROVED, February 15, 1811. 
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CHAP. XV.-.Bn .Bet concerning the Bank <f .!Jlexanilria.(a) Feb. 15, 1811. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t~e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the corporation here
tofore created by the name and style of the President, Directors and 

(a) Suits brought by the bank of Alexandria upon promissory notes, made n':gotiablc at that ~ank, aii.8 
entitled to trial at the return time of the writ. Young v, The Bank of Alexandna, 4 Cranch, 384, 2 Con • 
Rep. 150. . • • t th • d rser 

The bank of Alexandria may, under the charter of the bank, maintain an act10n agams e ID O 
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Company of the Bank of Alexandria, by an act of the legislature of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, passed in the year seventeen hundred and 
ninety-two, entituled "An act for establishing a bank in the_town of 
Alexandria;" the capital stock of which said bank hath been mcreased 
to five hundred thousand dollars; and which said corporation was, by an 
act of the said commonwealth, passed in the year eighteen hundred and 
one, continued until the fourth day of March, eighteen hundred a,nd 
eleven, be, and the said corporation shall, by the name and style afore
said, be further continued from the fourth day of March next, until the 
fourth day of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-one, subject to the 
regulations prescribed by and made in the manner provided by this act. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall, 
by the name and style of the President, Directors and Company of the 
Bank of Alexandria, be capable in law to hold, have and purchase, 
receive, possess, enjoy and retain to them and their successors, lands, 
rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, of what 
kind, nature or quality soever; and the same to grant, demise, alien or 
dispose of; and, by the name aforesaid, may sue and be sued, plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in any 
court of record, within the United States; and may do and execute every 
other matter and thing by the name aforesaid, that they are authorized 
to do by virtue of this act: Provided always, that the lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, which it shall be lawful for the President, Directors 
and Company to hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite for their 
immediate accommodation, in relation to the convenient transacting their 
business, and such as shall have been bona .fide mortgaged to them by 
way of security, or conveyed to them in satisfaction for debts previously 
contracted in the course of their dealings: Provided 11lso, that the pre
sident and directors shall not purchase any goods, chattels or effects, 
unless such as are sold by virtue of an execution, upon judgments ob
tained by them, except such articles as may be necessary for them in 
transacting the business of the bank; but it shall be lawful for them to 
receive and hold such securities, goods, chattels and effects, by way of 
deposit for advances made by them to any person or persons, and, on 
failure of payment, the same to sell and dispose of at public sale. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said 
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, in shares of two 
hundred dollars each. 

SEc. 4. ;And be it further enacted, That every stockholder shall be 
entitled to vote by himself, his agent or proxy, appointed under his hand 
and seal, at all elections, in virtue of this act; and shall have as many 
votes as he has shares, as far as ten shares, and not more than one vote 
for every five shares thereafter; and every· stockholder may sell and 
transfer his stock in the bank, or any part thereof, at his pleasure, not 
being less than one complete share or shares·; the transfer to be made 
in the bank books, in the presence, and with the approbation of the pro
prietor or his lawful attorney, and the purchaser then to be entitled to all 
the rights which the original proprietor enjoyed. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That a meeting of the stockholders, 

of a promissory_ note, made negoti:ibl_e. at that bank, without first suing the maker, or proving him in. 
solvent, accordmg to the law of Virgm1a; although the endorsement was for the accommodation of the 
maker: and notwithstanding that in Virginia the implied contract of the endorser of a promissory note 
by the general understanding of the country, is that he will pay the debt if by due diligence it cannot b~ 
obtained from the maker. Ibid. ' 

If the _case shows_ that th~ bank received the ~ote under an understanding that it was subject to the 
rules _which i;overn mlan~ bills of exchange, then 1t would seem reasonable, in the case of notes actually 
negotiated with them, to 1mply,from the act of endorsement, an undertaking conformable to that usage. 
Ibid. 

A subsequent board of directors of the bank, is to be considered as knowing all the circumstances 
communicated or known to the previous board. The Mechanics' Bank of Alexandria v. Louisa and Maria 
Seton, I Peters, 309. 
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at the town of Alexandria, shall be held annually, on the third Monday 
of January, in every year, during the continuance of this act; previous 
notice whereof shall be published in some newspaper, printed in Alex
andria, Richmond, Wi:ichester, or the city of Washington, for the space 
of four weeks successively; and the stockholders, assembled in conse
quence ~f ~uch notice, shall choose by ballot, from among themselves, 
by a maJont_Y of _v?tes of such as_ shall be present, or by proxy, nine 
directors, berng c1t1zens of the Umted States, for the term of one year 
thereafter; and on the same day annually, for and during the continu
ance of this act, a like election shall be made; and in case of refusal, 
death, resignation, disqualification or removal out of the district of 
Columbia, of any director, the remaining directors, at their next meet
ing thereafter, shall elect by ballot another person, qualified as aforesaid, 
in his place, for the residue of the year. The directors or any seven of 
them, shall, at their first meeting after every general election, elect by a 
majority of members present, by ballot, from among the stockholders, a 
president, who shall, whether a director or not, be thereupon entitled to 
all the powers and privileges of one; and if he was before a director 
another director shall be elected as aforesaid, so as to keep up the num~ 
ber of directors, prescribed by this act, exclusive of the president; and 
in case of refusal, death, resignation or removal out. of the district afore
said, of the president, the directors shall meet as soon as conveniently 
can be thereafter, and elect another person for president, in manner 
before directed. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That there be a meeting of the 
directors quarterly, for the purpose of regulating the affairs of the bank, 
any five of whom shall make a board; and.that the board have power to 
adjourn from time to time; and the president, or any three of the direc
tors, may call a special meeting at any other time they may think neces
sary. 

SRc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the board of directors shall 
determine the manner of doing business, and the rules and forms to be 
pursued; appoint and pay the various officers which they may find 
necessary; and dispose of the money and credit of the bank, at a rate 
not exceeding six per centum per annum; and make half yearly divi
dends of the profits, or of such part thereof, as they may think prudent. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That in the appointment of cash
ier of the said bank, a majority of the votes of seven directors shall be 
necessary to a choice. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the board shall, at every 
quarterly meeting, choose three directors, to inspect the business of the 
bank, for the ensuing three months; and the inspectors so chosen, or 
any two of them, shall, on the evening of every Saturday, examine into 
the state of the cash account, and all the notes received and issued; and 
see that those accounts are regularly balanced and transferred. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That any director, officer or 
other person, holding any share or capital of the said stock, who shall 
commit any fraud or embezzlement, touching the money or property of 
the said bank, shall be liable to be prosecuted in the name of the United 
States, by indictment for the same, in any court of law, in the district 
wherein the offence shall be committed; and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall, besides the remedy that may be had by action, in the name of the 
President, Directors and Company of the Bank of Alexandria, for the 
fraud aforesaid, forfeit all his share and stock in the said bank to the 
company. 

SEc, 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
the bank hereby incorporated to loan by discount or otherwise more than 
twice the amount of its capital stock actually paid in. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no stockholder or member 
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of the said company shall be answerable for any loss, deficiencies or 
failure of the capital stock of said bank, for any more or larger sum or 
sums of money whatsoever, than the amount of the stock, stocks or 
shares, which shall appear by the books of the said company to belong 
to him at the time or times when such loss or losses shall be sustained, 
except as is hereafter excepted, that is to say: if the total amount of 
debts, which the said company shall at any time owe, whether by bond, 
bill, note or other contract, shall exceed double the amount of capital 
stock of the said bank actually paid in, over and above the monies 
actually deposited in the bank for safe keeping, then in case of such 
excess, the directors under whose administration it shall happen, shall 
be liable for such excess, in their natural and private capacities; and an 
action or actions of debt may be brought against them, or any of them, 
their heirs, executors or administrators, in any court of record within the 
United States -by any creditor or creditors of the said company, and may 
be prosecuted to judgment and execution, any condition, covenant or 
agreement to the contrary notwithstanding; but this shall not be con
strued to exempt the said body politic or the lands, tenements, goods 
and chattels of the same, from being liable for, and chargeable with the 
said excess. Such of the directors who may have been absent when 
the said excess was contracted or created, or who may have dissented 
from the resolution or act, whereby the same was so contracted or 
created, may respectively exonerate themselves from being so liable, by 
forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of his absence or dissent, to the 
mayor of the town of Alexandria, for the time being, and.to the stock
holders, at a general meeting which he or they shall have power to call 
for that purpose. And in case the directors, by whose act such excess 
shall be occasioned, shall not have property sufficient to pay the amount 
of such excess, then each and every stockholder shall be liable in their 
private capacities for the deficiency, in proportion to their respective 
shares in the said bank. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall not issue any note for a smaller sum than five dollars; and the 
president and directors shall, once in every year, lay before the Secre
tary of the Treasury an account, truly stating the situation of the bank, 
and its funds, if required. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be entitled 
to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by a majo
rity of the stockholders at a general meeting. The directors shall make 
such compensation to the president, for his extraordinary services and 
attendance at the bank as shall appear to them reasonable. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That none but a stockholder, 
being a resident of the district of Columbia, shall be eligible as a presi
dent or director. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlter enacted, That every cashier or treasurer, 
before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall give bond with two 
or more securities to the satisfaction of the directors, for his good beha
viour in office. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That in case it shall at any time 
happen, that an election of directors shall not be made on any day when, 
pursuant to this act, it ought to be made, it shall and may be lawful on 
any other day to hold and make an election of directors, in such manner 
as shall have been regulated by the laws and ordinances of the said pre
sident and directors. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That process of law, served on 
the president for the time being, shall be deemed sufficient service, and 
shall avail in like manner, as if it had been served on all the directors, to 
t~e intent and purpose of making the said corporate company respon
sible. 
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SEc. 19. And be it farther enacted, That whenever any note shall 
be given, con_taining express consent in writing, that it may be negotia
ble at the said bank, and the same shall be endorsed, if payment be 
refused or neglected to be made, at the time it shall have become due 
the like proceedings are to be had out of court, and suit may be prose~ 
cuted agai~t the drawer and endorser, jointly or separately, in like man
ner as if the same was a bill of exchange. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall con
tinue to transact its business of discount and deposit in the county of 
Alexandria, in the district of Columbia. 

APPROVED, February 15, 1811. 

CHAP. XVI.-.Bn Jlct to incorporate the Bank ef Washington.(a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States qf America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fourth 
day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven,all those persons, their legal representatives or assigns, 
who, on the first Monday of September, in the year of our Lord one thou
sand eight hundred and nine, at the city of Washington, subscribed cer
tain articles of association, and formed a company or limited partnership, 
under the name and style of" The President and Directors of the Bank 
of Washington," .and who, on the said fourth day of March, in the year 
eighteen hundred and eleven, shall hold any share of the joint stock or 
funds, created in pursuance of the said articles of association, and their 
successors, being stockholders as aforesaid, shall be and they are hereby 
incorporated, and made a body corporate and politic, by the name and 
style of" The President and Directors of the Bank of Washington;" and 
by that name may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, answer 
and be answered, defend and be defended, in courts of record and any 
other place whatsoever; and by that name may have and hold, purchase, 
receive, possess, enjoy and retain lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, 
goods, chattels and effects, of what nature, kind, or quality soever; and 
the same sell, grant, demise, alien and dispose of; and, by that name shall 
have succession, during the continuance of this act, and may make, have 
and use a common seal, and the same may break, alter and renew at 
pleasure; and shall have power to ordain, establish and put in execution, 
such by-laws, ordinances and regulations as shall seem necessary and 
convenient for the government of the said corporation, not'being con
trary to law, nor to the constitution thereof; and generally to do and 
execute all acts necessary or proper for the objects of the said incorpo
ration, subject to the rules, regulations, restrictions, limitations and pro
visions herein described and declared. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said 
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, money of the United 
States, to be divided into shares of twenty dollars each; of which, ten 
dollars on each share will, according to the articles of association afore
said, have been paid before the said fourth day of March, eighteen hun
dred and eleven; and it shall be optional with any stockholqer thereafter 
to fill up his or her share or shares, by the payment, at any one tim~, of 
the residue of the money due thereon, who shall thereupon be ent1tl~d 
to receive dividends in future, in proportion to the whole amount paid 
upon such share or shares: Provided, that the dividend or dividends, on 
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tion on the subject, the duty ought to have been declined. The Bank of Washmgton 11. Triplet and 
Neale, 1 Peters, 30. 
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such sums of money so paid, shall not commence until the first day of 
the month next ensuing such payment. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall 'transact 
its business in the city of Washington. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the affairs of the said bank 
shall be conducted by twelve directors and a president, whose place, if 
chosen from among their number, shall be supplied by that body. Six 
of the directors, with the president, shall form a board or quorum for 
transacting afl the business of the company. In case of his sickness 
or necessary absence, his place may be sctpplied by any director,. 
whom he, by writing under his hand, may nominate for that purpose; 
or, in case of his not making such nomination, the board may appoint 
a president to act during his absence. The president and directors who 
may be in office, under the said articles of association, on the said fourth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in office 
under and by virtue of this act of incorporation, until others shall bq 
duly chosen in their stead. No person shall be a director or president 
who is not a citizen of the United States and a stockholder; and a direc
tor ceasing to be a stockholder shall cease to be a director. And no 
person, a director of another bank, shall be a director of this bank. 
Every stockholder, being a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled 
to vote at all elections to be holden by the stockholders, in pursuance 
of this act, and shall have as many votes, in proportion to the stock he 
may hold, as follows: for one share -and not exceeding two shares, one 
vote each; for every two shares above two, and not exceeding ten, one 
vote; for every four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, one vote; 
and for every six shares above thirty, and not exceeding sixty, one vote; 
for every eight shares above sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, one 
vote; and for every ten shares above that number, one vote. But no 
person or persons, bodies corporate, or otherwise, shall be entitled to 
more than fifty votes. But no stockholder shall be permitted to vote, who 
has not held his stock two calendar months prior to the day of election. 
All stockholders, living in the city of Washington, shall vote in the choice 
of directors by ballot in person; but every stockholder, living out of said 
city, may vote in person or by a written ballot. by him or her subscribed 
with his or her name, and duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, 
a justice of the peace, or a notary public; a certificate whereof shall be 
made on said ballot by the judge, justice of the peace, or -notary public, 
before whom such acknowledgment shall be made, and said ballot shall 
by him be sealed up, and addressed to the cashier of the bank; and being 
transmitted before the time of the election, shall be-received and counted 
in the election. No person who is not a citizen of the United States 
shall be entitled to vote in any election of this corporation : Provided 
nevertheless, that this section may at any time hereafter be altered or 
amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so as to pro
Yide for an annual rotation of the directors. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtltcr enacted, That a general meeting of the 
stockholders of the said bank shall be holden on the first Monday of 
January, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, and or1 the first Mon
day of January in every year thereafter, at such place as the president 
and directors shall appoint, by giving four weeks' notice in one or more 
of the newspapers of the city of Washington, for the purpose of electing 
directors for the ensuing year, who shall meet on the day succeeding 
their election, and shall immediately proceed to choose a president; and 
the president and directors for the time being shall continue in office 
until others shall be duly elected in their places, and be organized by 
the assembling of a quorum, and the choice of a president. At all elec
tions the persons having the greatest number of votes shall be deemed 
to be ehosen. All elections shall be held under the superintendl'nce of 
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the president of the bank for the time being and four stockholders, not 
being at the time direc_tors, appointed by the board of directors, any 
three of whom shall be Judges thereof. They shall immediately there
after notify the persons elected to meet the eusuing day at the bank, and 
shall make a return of the persons elected at their first meeting. Should 
two or more persons have an equal number of votes, the other individuals 
elected directors shall determine by ballot from among said persons, who 
shall be the director or directors. All elections shall be opened at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, and closed at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have full power to make, revise, alter and annul all such rules, 
orders, by-laws and regulations, for the government of the said corpora
tion, and that of its officers, servants and affairs, as they shall, from time 
to time, think expedient; and to use, employ and dispose of the capital 
stock, funds and property of the said bank, for the interest and benefit 
of the stockholders, subject only to the restrictions herein contained; 
but the said bank shall not take, for discounting any bill or note, more 
than at the rate of six per cent. per annum, upon the amount due by 
such bill or note. 

SEc. 7. And be it furthtl' enacted, That all promissory notes, bills of 
exchange, drafts, checks and receipts, for the payment of money, made 
on behalf of the said bank, signed by the president, and countersigned 
or attested by the cashier, shall be obligatory upon the said body corporate, 
and shall possess the like qualities as to negotiability, and the holders 
thereof shall have the like actions thereupon, as if such promissory notes, 
bills of exchange, drafts, checks or receipts, had been made by or on 
behalf of a natural person. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the books, papers, corre
spondence and funds of the bank, shall at all times be subject to the 
inspection of the directors. And the said president and directors shall 
once in every year cause to be laid before the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States an account truly stating the situation of the bank 
and its funds. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said president and direc-
1ors shall have power to appoint a cashier, and all other officers and ser
vants, for executing the business of the said bank, and to establish the 
compensation to be made to the president and all other officers and ser
vants of the said bank respectively. But no compensation shall be given 
to a director for his services, except by a vote of the stockholders in 
general meeting. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, for pur
poses concerning the interests of the bank, giving at least six weeks' 
notice in one or more of the newspapers of the city of ,v ashington, 
specifying in such notice the object or objects of such meeting. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the shares of capital stock, 
at any time owned by any individual stockholder, shall. be transferable 
only on the books of the bank, according to snch rules as may, con
formably to law, be established in that behalf by the president and direc
tors; but all debts actually due and payable to the bank ( days of grace 
for payment being past) by a stockholder requesting a transfe:, must be 
satisfied before such transfer shall be made, unless the president and 
directors shall direct to the contrary. 

SEc. 12. And be it furtlter enacted, That the dividends of the profits 
of the company, or so much of said profits as shall be deemed expedient 
and proper, shall be declared half-yearly, in th~ ~rst week in May ~nd 
November, in each year; the amount of said dmdend shall, fro~ time 
to time, be determined by the president and directors, and shall m no 
case exceed the amount of the net profits actually acquired by the com• 
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pany, so that the capital stock of the said company shall never be im
paired by dividends. 

SEc. 13. And be it .furtlier enacted, That the said bank t1haII not at 
any time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the 
capital stock thereof, which shall be actually paid in. 

8Ec. 14. And be it farther enacted, That if the said directors shall 
at any time wilfully and knowingly make or declare any dividend, which 
shall impair the said capital stock, all the directors present at the making 
or declaring of said dividend, and consenting thereto, shall be liable in 
their individual capacities to the company for the amount or proportion 
of said capital stock so divided by the said directors; and each director, 
who shall be present at the making or declaring such dividend, shall be 
deemed to have consented thereto, unless he shall immediately enter, in 
writing, his dissent on the minutes of the proceedings of the board, and 
give notice thereof to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

Si,;c. 15. A'nd be it further enacted, That the bank shall in no case 
be owners of any ships or vessels, or directly or indirectly be concerned 
in trade, or the importation or exportation, purchase or sale, of any goods, 
wares or merchandise whatever, except bills of exchange, bullion, stock 
of the United States, or of incorporated institutions, and such ships, 
vessels, goods, wares or merchandise, as shall be truly pledged to them 
by way of security for debts due, owing or growing due to the said bank, 
or purchased by it to secure such debts. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the bank shall not purchase 
or hold any lands, tenements or other real estates, other than what may 
be necessary for the convenient transaction of its business, unless such 
lands, tenements and real estates shall have been bona fide mortgaged 
to the bank by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted in the course of dealings, or purchased to secure 
debts contracted with or due to the bank; and in every instance in which 
the bank may become the owners or claimants of lands, tenements .or 
real estates, the president and directors are empowered to sell or dispose 
of the same, in such manner as they may deem beneficial for the said 
bank. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if. any vacancy shall at any 
time happen among the directors by death, resignation or otherwise, the 
rest of the directors, for the time being, shall elect a director to fill the 
vacancy. 

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That any number of stockholders, 
who shall be proprietors of not less than two thousand shares, may, for 
any purpose relative to the institution, at any time apply to the president 
and directors to call a general meeting of the stockholders, and if by them 
refused, the said number of stockholders, proprietors of not less than the 
number of shares aforesaid, shall have power to call a general meeting 
of the stockholders, giving at least sixty days' notice in one or more of 
the public newspapers of the city of Washington, specifying in such 
notice the object or objects of such call. 

SEc. 19. And be it furtlier enacted, That the total amount of the debts, 
which the said corporation shall at any time owe, whether by bond, bill, 
note or other contract, shall not exceed twice the amount of their capi
tal stock actually paid over and above the monies then actually deposited 
in the bank for safe keeping. In case of excess, the directors, under 
whose administration it shall happen, shall be liable for the same, in their 
natural and private capacities; and an action of debt may in such case 
be brought against them, or any of them, their or any of their heirs, exe
cutors, or administrators in any court proper to try the same by any 
creditor or creditors of said corporation, and may be prosecuted to judg
ment and execution; any condition, covenant or agreement to the con
trary notwithstanding. But this shall not be construed to exempt said 
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corporation,,or the lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same from 
being also liable for and chargeable with said excess. Such of said 
directors who may have been absent when said excess was contracted 
or created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby 
the same was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate them
selves from being ~o liable by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of 
their absence or dissent, to the Secretary of the Treasurv of the United 
States, and to the stockholders at a general meeting ~hich they shall 
have power to call. for. that purpose; and the body corporate, hereby 
created, aud the capital stock thereof, shall be liable for all the debts 
and engagements contracted, or which, before or on the said fourth day 
of March, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, shall be contracted 
by the company or co-partnership heretofore created by the articles of 
association herein before mentioned, and which carried on the banking 
business under the name and style of "The President and Directors of 
the Bank of Washington;" and the creditors of the said co-partnership 
shall have the like remedy by action, against the said body corporate, as 
they had or have, or may or can have, against the said co-partnership. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any 
time happen, that an election of directors should not be made on any 

- day when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made, the said 
corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved; but it 
shall be lawful on any other day to hold and make an election of direc
tors, at a meeting to be called, in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
the laws and ordinances of the said corporation. 

SEC. 21. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall, to all intents 
and purposes, be deemed and held a public act, and be and continue in 
force for the term of ten years, from and after the fourth day of March, 
which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, and no longer. 

,1.PPROVED, February 15, 1811. 

Cu_~P. XVII.-.Bn .!let to incorporate the subscribers to tlte Farmers' Bank of Alex
andria. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Con«ress assembled, That the present subscribers 
to the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, as well as those who shall hereafter 
become subscribers to the same, their successors and assigns, shall be, 
and they are hereby created a corporation and body politic by the name 
and style of the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria; and by that name and 
style shall be and are hereby made able and capable in law to have, pur
chase, receive, possess, enjoy and retain, to them and their succes~ors, 
lands, rents, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, o~ what_ kmd, 
nature or quality soever: and the same to sell, grant, demise, ahen or 
dispose of; to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered defend and be defended, in courts of record or any other 
place wh~tsoever, subject nevertheless to the rules, regulations, restric
tions, limitations and provisions herein after prescr)bed and decla:ed. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the capital ~t?ck ~f said cor
poration may consist of five hundred thousand dolla~s, dmded mto s~a_res 
of fifty dollars each; and subscriptions, towards filling up the remamm~ 
part of said stock not already subscribed, may be opened by the presi
dent and directors of the bank, at such times and places, and under such 
regulations, as they shall direct; and it shall bE: lawful for any person, a 
citizen of the United States, to subscribe; and 1t shall be the <luty of the 
president and directors to give notice in two newspapers, or more, p~b
lished in the district of Columbia, of the times and places of openmg 
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such subscriptions, at least thirty days previous thereto; and each of 
said subscriptions shaIJ be kept open one day at least, and such further 
time as said directors may order. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments, which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, 
shall be only such, as shall be requisite for its immediate accommodation, 
in relation to the convenient transaction of its business, and such as shall 
have been conveyed to it, in satisfaction of debts previously contracted 
in the course of its dealings, or purchased at sales on judgments, which 
shall have been obtained for such debts; nor shall this corporation 
directly or indirectly deal in or trade in any thing, except bills of ex• 
change, gold or silver bullion; or in the sale of goods, really and truly 
pledged for money lent, and not redeemed in due time; or of goods 
which shall be the produce of its land; or of goods sold by virtue of an 
execution, on.a judgment obtained by them. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the well ordering the 
affairs of the said corporation, there shall be thirteen directors, of whom 
there shall be an election on the first Monday in Janul1,ry, in each year, 
by the stockholders or proprietors of the capital stock of the said corpo
ration, and by plurality of the votes actually given; and those who shall 
be duly chosen at any election shall be capable of serving as directors, 
by virtue of such choice, until the end or expiration of the Monday of 
January next ensuing the time of such election, and until others shaIJ 
be chosen. But the first election of directors under this act shall not 
take place, until the first Monday in January, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve; and the said directors, at their first meeting 
after each election, shall choose one of their number as President. No 
person, a director of another bank, shall be a director of this bank: 
Provided, that in case it should at any time happen, that an election of 
directors should not be made upon any day, when pursuant to this act 
it ought to have been made, the corporation shall not for that cause be 
deemed to be dissolved; but it shall be lawful on any other day, within 
fifteen days thereafter, to hold and make an election of directors, in such 
manner as shall have been regulated by the laws and ordin1rnces of said 
corporation. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be entitled 
to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by the stock
holders at a general meeting. The directors shall make such compensa
tion to the president, for his extraordinary attendance at the bank, as to 
them shall appear reasonable. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the directors for the time 
being shall have power to appoint such officers and servants under them, 
as may be necessary for executing the business of the said corporation, 
and to allow them such compensation for their services respectively, as 
shall seem reasonable: and shall be capable of exercising such other 
powers and authorities for the well governing and ordering of the affairs 
of the said corporation as shall be described, fixed and determined by 
the laws, regulations and ordinances of the same. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president and directors 
shall determine the manner .of doing business, and the rules and forms 
to be pursued, and dispose of the money and credit of the bank in such 
manner as shall seem to them best calculated to promote the interest of 
the proprietors. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That stockholders shall vote, at 
all elections for directors, by ballot, in person, except those who shall 
reside out of the town of Alexandria, who may vote either in person, or 
by a written ballot, by him or her subscribed with his or her name, and 
duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, a justice of the peace or 
notary public; a certificate whereof shall be made on said ballot, by the 
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said judge, justice of the peace or notary public, before whom such 
acknowledgment sh~ll be made, and said ballot shall be sealed up and 
directed to the cashier of the bank ; and being transmitted to said cash
ier, before the time of the election, shall be received and counted in the 
choice of directors. No share or shares shall confer a right of suffrage, 
which shall not have been holden two calendar months previous to the 
day of election; and the number of votes to which each stockholder 
shall be entitled shall be in proportion to the number of shares he shall 
hold, as follows: For one share, and not exceeding two .shares, one 
vote each; for every two shares above two, and not exceeding ten, one 
vote; for every four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, one vote; 
for every six shares above thirty, and. not exceeding sixty, one vote; for 
every eight shares above sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, one vote: 
and for every ten shares above that number, one vote; but no person or 
persons, bodies corporate or otherwise, shall he entitled to more than 
fifty votes: Provided, that this section may at any time hereafter be 
altered or amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so 
as to provide for an annual rotation of directors. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That one month previous to each 
election of directors, the cashier shall cause to be made out a correct 
list of all the stockholders, which shall be subject to the inspection of 
any stockholder. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligible 
to hold the office of president or director, who is not a citizen of the 
United States and a bona fide stockholder. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That a majority of the whole 
number of directors, shall be necessary in the choice of a president and 
cashier; but three members, with the president, may constitute a board 
for transacting the ordinary business of the bank. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall, as soon as they may deem it expedient, declare a dividend of pro
fits; and every half year thereafter, shall make and declare such dividends 
of profit, as they may deen:i proper; but no dividend shall be declared, 
except by a majority of all the directors. 

Sr:c. 13. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall keep a book in which their proceedings at their meetings, as a 
board, shall be regularly recorded, and upon every question which may 
occur, the ayes and noes thereupon shall be noted, which re•}ord book 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of any stockholder, not being 
a director, officer or servant of any other bank, who shall, six months 
previous to his application, be the proprietor of stock, to the amount of 
three thousand dollars. 

Sr:c. 14. And be it further enacted, That any number of stockholders, 
not less than twenty, owning together fifty thousand dollars of stock, 
shall be at liberty to call a meeting of the stockholders at any time, and 
may appoint three of their number as a committee to examine into the 
state and condition of the bank and the manner in which its affairs have 
been conducted: Provided, that no member of such committee shall be 
a director, president or other officer or servant of any ~ther hank. . 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the president and cashier 
shall respectively give bond and security, and also take an oath, for the 
faithful discharge of their duties; the president in the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, and the cashier in the sum of thirty thousand doll~rs; 
the other officers and servants shall also take an oath, and enter mto 
bond and security in such sums as the president and directors may pre
scribe. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall not at 
any time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the 
capital stock thereof, which shall be actually paid in. 
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SEc. 17. And be it furtlier enacted, That all bills, bonds, notes and 
every contract or engagement, on behalf of the corporation for the pay
ment of money, shall be signed by the president, and countersigned by 
the cashier; and the funds of the corporation shall in no case be liable 
for any contract or engagement, unless the same shall be signed and 
countersigned as aforesaid; and the president and directors shall not 
issue any note for a smaller sum than five dollars. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the 
president and directors, to demand or receive a greater discount or inte
rest than at the rate of one per cent. for sixty days, upon any loans or 
advances of money which they may make. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital stock 
shall be transferable at any time, according to such rules as may be estab
lished by the president and directors; but no stock shall be transferred, 
the holder thereof being indebted to the bank, until such debt be satis
fied, except the president and directors shall otherwise order it. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That every stockholder, whether 
he be so by original subscription or by transfer, shall be considered as a 
member of this corporation, and, when he ceases to be a stockholder, he 
shall cease to be a member. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
president, or in his absence, such one of the directors as they shall ap
point to supply his place for the time, to preside at the board of direc
tors, to vote on all questions, to minute the proceedings of the board, to 
cause all the orders and resolutions of the board to be carried into effect, 
to sign all bonds, bills, notes or other engagements, which the board of 
directors may from time to time direct to be issued for the payment of 
money, and generally to superintend the affairs, and to watch over the 
interest of this corporation. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That if a vacancy shall at any 
time happen in the office of president, director, cashier, or any other 
officer or servant of the bank, by death, resignation, disqualification or 
otherwise, the same may be filled by a majority of the directors for the 
time being. 

SEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That no standing or unlimited 
accommodation shall be granted. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That if any stockholder shall fail 
to pay up the several instalments upon his subscription, as the same may 
become due, his dividends upon such instalments as he may have paid 
shall cease as to him, and remain to the use and benefit of the other 
members of the corporation. 

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That if the president and direc
tors shall at any time wilfully and knowingly make and declare any 
dividend which shall impair the capital stock, or shall wilfully and know
ingly violate or infringe any of the foregoing articles of this corporation, 
all the directors present at the making or declaring such dividends or 
violating or infracting such article or articles, and consenting ther~to, 
shall be liable in their individual capacities to the corporation, for the 
amount or proportion of said capital stock so divided, and also for any 
injury or damage that may accrue to creditors, in consequence of anv 
such violation or infraction as aforesaid; and each director who shall be 
present shall be deemed to have assented thereto, unless he shall cause 
his di~sent to be entered upon record : Provided, that nothing herein 
contamed shall be construed to exempt the corporation from any liability, 
!o any person or persons, which otherwise the said corporation might 
mcur. 

SEc. 26. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president and directors 
sha~I have power, a majority of their whole number concurring, to make, 
reVIse, alter or annul all such rules, orders or by-laws, for the govern-
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ment of the corporation, and that of their officers, servants and aff'airs, 
as they may from time to time think expedient, not inconsistent with 
law. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That any number of stockholders 
not less than twenty, who together shall be proprietors of two thousand 
shares, may for any purpose relative to this corporation, at any time 
apply to the president and directors to call a general meeting of the 
stockholders, and if by them refused, the said number of stockholders, 
proprietors of not less than that number of shares shall have power to 
call a general meeting of the stockholders, giving at least thirty days' 
notice in one newspaper printed within the town of Alexandria, and one 
printed within the city of Washington, specifying in such notice the 
object or objects of such call. 

SEc. 28. And be it furtker enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury of the United States shall be, (at least once in every year) furnished, 
from time to time, as he may require it, with statements of the amount 
of the capital stock of the said corporation, and of the debts due to the 
same, of the monies deposited therein, of the notes in circulation, and 
of the cash in hand, and shall have a right to inspect such general 
accounts in the books of the bank, as shall relate to the said statements: 
Provided, that this shall not be construed to imply a right of inspecting 
the account of any private individual or individuals with the bank. 

SEc. 29. And be it furtlier enacted, That this corporation shall con
tinue until the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight hun
dred and twenty-one: But nevertheless, the proprietors of two thirds of 
the capital stock of the company may, by their concurrent votes at a 
general meeting, to be called for that purpose, dissolve the same at an 
earlier period: Provided, that notice of such meeting and its object shall 
be published in two or more newspapers, printed within the district of 
Columbia, for at least three months successively, previous to the time 
appointed for such meeting. 

SEC. 30. And be tt further enacted, That on the.dissolution of this 
corporation, whenever the same shall be determined on as aforesaid, 
effectual measures shall be immediately taken by the president and direc
tors, then in office, for closing all the concerns of the corporation and 
for dividin·g the capital and profits which may remain, among the stock
holders in proportion to their respective interests. 

SEc. 31. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not take effect 
until the fourth day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eleven, and shall to all intents and purposes 
be deemed and held a public act. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1811. 
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CHAP. XVIlI.-An .Oct to incorporate the Bank ef Potomae. Feb. 16, 1811. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Bank inror. 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fo~1rth porated. 
day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, all those who have or hereafter may become stock-
holders in the Bank of Potomac, their successors and assigns, shall be 
and they are hereby created and made a body politic, by the name and 
style of "The President, Directors and Company of the Ba~k of Poto-
mac," and so shall continue until the fourth day of March, m the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and no longer; 
and by that name shall have succession ; and shall b~ and are her~by 
made able and capable in law to have, purchase and receive, possess, enJoy 
and retain to them and their successors, lands, rents, tenements, hered1-
taments, goods, chattels and effects of what kind, nature or quality soever, 
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and the same to sell, grant, demise, alien or dispose of; and by the name 
aforesaid may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered, defend and he defended, in any court of law or equity. And 
by the name aforesaid may do and execute every other matter and thing, 
that they are authorized to do by virtue of this act: Provided ahoa.1/s, 
that the lands, tenements and hereJitaments, which it shall be lawful for 
the said president and directors to hold: shall be only such as shall be 
requisite for their immediate accommodation, in relation to the conve
nient transacting their business, and such as shall have been bona fide 
mortgaged to them by way of security, or conveyed to them in satisfac
tion of debts previously contracted in the course of their dealings: Pro
vided also, that the said president and directors shall not purchase any 
goods, chattels or effects, unless such as are sold by virtue of an execu
tion upon a judgment obtainrd by them, except such articles as may be 
n~cessary for them in transacting the business of the bank; but it shall 
be lawful for them to receive and hold such securities, goods, chattels 
and effects, by way of deposit for advances made by them to any persou 
or µersons, and,on failure of payment, the same to sell and dispose ofat 
public sale. 

St:e. 2. And be it .further enacted, That the capital of the said bank 
shall consist, as it ,10w does, of the sum of five hundred thousand dollars, 
divided into shares of one hundred dollars each. 

SEc. 3. And he it further enacted, That every stockholder, being a 
citizen of the United Stales, shall be entitled to vote at all elections to 
be holden by the stockholders in pursuance of this act, and shall have 
as many votes in proportion to the stock he may hold, as follows: For 
one share and not exceeding two shares, one vote each; for every two 
shares above two and not exceeding ten, one vote; for every four shares 
above ten and not exceeding thirty, one vote; for every six shares above 
thirty and not exceeding sixty, one vote; for every eight shares above 
sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, one vote; and for every ten shares 
above that numbrr, one vote. But no person or pe'rsons, bodies corpo
rate or otherwise, shall be entitled to more than fifty votes. No share 
or shares shall confer a right of suffrage, which shall not have been holden 
two calendar months previous to the day of election. And in the choice 
of directors, every stockholder shall vote in person, ( except those who 
shall reside out of the town of Alexandria,) who may vote either in per
son or by a written ballot by him or her subscribed, with his or her name, 
and duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, a justice of the peace, 
or a notary public; a certificate whereof shall be made on said ballot by 
the said judge, justice of the peace or notary public, before whom such 
acknowledgment shall be made; and said ballot shall be by him sealed 
up, aud addressed to the cashier of the bank, and being transmitted to 
sairl cashier before the time of the election of directors, said ballot shall 
be received and counted in the choice of directors. And every stock
he Ider may sell and transfer his stock in the said bank, or any part thereof, 
at his pleasure, not being less than one complete share or shares, the 
trausfer being made in the bank books, in the presence and with the 
approbation of the proprietor or his lawful attorney. 

SEc. 4. And be it .furtlter enacted, That an election shall be held in 
the town of Alexandria on the first Monday of November in each year, 
of which notice shall be given in one or more newspapers, printed in the 
town of Alexandria, four weeks at least, before said day of election. And 
the stockholders shall choose, by ballot, from among the stockholders, 
by a majority of votes, twelve directors, for the term of one year there
after; aud on resignation, disqualification or removal of any director, out 
of the county of Alexandria, in the district of Columbia, or out of the 
county of Fairfax, in the state of Virginia, the other directors, at their 
next meeting thereafter, shall elect by ballot another person, qualified 
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ais aforesaid, in his place, for the residue of the year. The directors shall, 
at the first meeting after every general electi0n, elect by a majority of 
their whole number, by ballot from among their own number, a prPsi
dent, who shall be thereupon entitled to all the rrnwers and privileges of 
one; and if he was before a director, another director shall be elected 
as aforesaid, so as to keep the number of directors, prescribed by this 
act, exclusive of the president, entire; and in case of the death, resigna
tion or removal of the president, out of the county of Alexandria, or 
county of Fairfax aforesaid, or his refusal to accept his office, the direc-
tors shall meet as soon as conveniently can be thereafter, and elect 
another person for president, in the manner before directed; but the 
president and directors at present elected by the stockholders, shall con
tinue to act, until their successors are chosen: Pro11ided, that in case it 
should at any time happen, that an election of directors should not he 
made upon any day, when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been 
made, the corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved, 
but it shall be lawful on any other day, within fifteen days thereafter, to 
hold and make an election of directors, in such manner, as shall have 
been regulated by the laws and ordinances of said corporation. And 
pmvided nevertheless, that this section may at any time hereafter be 
altered or amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so 
as to provide for an annual rotation of the directors. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a meeting of 
the directors quarterly, for the purpose of examining the affairs of the 
bank, any four of whom shall make a board; and the board shall have 
power to adjourn, from time to time; and the president, or any three of 
the directors may call a special meeting at any other time that they may 
think proper. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the board of directors, by a 
majority of votes, shill make by-laws, determine the manner of doing 
business, and the •rules and forms to be pursued; and dispose of the 
money and credit of the bank, for the interest and benefit of the stock
holders; and are hereby authorized to receive for discounts, made at the 
said bank, at the rate, and not exceeding ~ix per cent. per annum, and 
make, at the expiration of each half year, a dividend of the profit, or such 
part thereof, as they may think prudent. 

SEC. 7. And be it .furthrr enacted, That in appointing a cas.hier of the 
said bank, and all other officers, a majority of the whole directors shall 
be necessary to a choice. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That any director, officer, or other 
person, holding any share or capital of the said bank stock, who shalJ 
commit any fraud or embezzlement, touching the money or property of 
said bank, shall be liable to be prosecuted, in the name of the United 
States, by indictment for the same; and upon conviction thereof, sl1all, 
besides the remedy that may be had by action, in the name of t~e Pre
sident and Directors of the Bank of Potomac, for the fraud aforesaid, for
feit to the company all his share and stock in the said bank. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enactnl, That the said bank shall not at ~ny 
time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the capital 
stock, which shall be actually paid in. 

SF.c. 10. And be it further enarted, 'fhat no stockh?lde~ or mef!lber 
of said company, shall be answerable for any losses, defic1enc1es or failure 
of the capital stock of the said hank, for any more or larger snm or sums 
of mouey whatsoever, than the amount of the stock, stocks o~ shares, 
which shall appear by the books of said company to be~ong to h11n at tl:e 
time or times when such loss or losses ~haIJ be sustarned, except as ts 

hereafter excepted, that is to say : If the total amount of the deb_ts 
which said company shall at any time owe, whether by bo1:d, note, bill 
or other contract, shall exceed twice the amount of the capital stock of 
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the said bank, over and above the monies actually deposited in the bank 
for safe keeping, then, in case of snch excess, the directors, under whose 
administration it shall happen, shall be liable for such excess in their 
natural and private capacities: and an action or actions of debt may be 
brought against them or any of their heirs, executors or administrators, 
in any court of record within the district of Columbia, by any creditor 
or creditors, of said company, and may be prosecuted to judgment and 
execution, any condition or covenant, or agreement, to the contrary not
withstanding; but this shall not be construed to exempt the said body 
politic, or lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same, from being 
also liable for, and chargeable with said excess : Pravtded, that such of 
the said directors, who may have been absent when said excess was con
tracted, or created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or 
act, whereby the same was so contracted or created, may respectively 
exonerate themselves from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of 
the fact, and of their absence or dissent, to the mayor of the town of 
Alexandria, for the time being, and to the stockholders, at a general 
meeting which he or they shall have power to call for that purpose. And 
in case the directors, by whose act such excess shall be occasioned, shall 
not have property to pay the amount of such excess, then each and every 
stockholder, shall be liable in their private capacities for the deficiencies, 
in proportion to their respective shares in the said bank. 

SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That the said president and direc
tors shall not issue any note for a smaller sum than five dollars; and the 
said president and directors shall, once in every year, cause to be laid 
before the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States an account, 
truly stating the situation of the bank and its funds. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no director shall be enti
tled to any emolument, unless the same shall have been allowed by a 
majority of the stockholders, at a general meeting, but the directors shall 
make such compensation to the president for his extraordinary services 
and attendance at the bank, as shall appear to them reasonable. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That none but a stockholder, 
being a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the county of Alex
andria, or county of Fairfax aforesaid, shall be eligible as a president or 
director . 

SEc.14. And be it further enacted, That a number of stockholders, 
not less than twenty, who together shall be proprietors of on~ thousand 
shares or npwards, shall have power at any time to call a general meet
ing of the stockholders, for purposes relative to the institution, giving at 
least six weeks'notice in one or more newspapers, printed in the town 
of Alexandria, and specifying in such notice the object or objects of such 
meeting. 

SEC. 15. And be it furtl1er enacted, That this act shall, to all intents 
and purposes, be deemed and held a public act. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1811. 

Feb. 18, 1S11. CHAP, XIX.-.!ln .8.ct to incorporaie the Union Bank rf Georgetown. 

Bank incor- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the United 
porated. States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the fourth 

day of !\larch, which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, all those persons, their legal representatives or 
assigns, who, on the first Monday of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and nine, in Georgetown, district of Col um• 
bia, subscribed certain articles of association, and formed a company or 
limited pnrtnership, under the name and style of the "President and 
Directors of the Union Bank of Georgetown," and who, on the said 
fourth day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, shall hold 
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any share of th~ ~oint stock o! funds created in pursuance of the said 
articles of association, and their successors, being stockholders as afore
said, shall be _and they are hereby incorporated, and made a body corpo
rate and pol1t1c, by the name and style of the "President and Directors 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown," and by that name may sue and be 
sued, impl~ad and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be 
defended, m courts of record and any other place whatsoever; and by that 
name may have and hold, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy and retain 
lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects, of what 
nature, kind or quality soever, and the same sell, grant, demise, alien 
and dispose of. Aud by that name, shall have during the continuance 
of this act succession; and may make, have and use a common seal, and 
the same may break, alter and renew at pleasure; and shall have power 
to ordain, establish and put in execution, such by-laws, ordinances and 
regulations as shall seem necessary and convenient for the government 
of said corporation, not being contrary to law nor to the constitution 
thereof: and generally to do and execute all acts necessary or proper for 
the objects of said incorporation, subject to the rules, regulations, restric
tions, limitations and provisions herein described and declared. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said 
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, money of the United 
States, to be divided into shares of fifty dollars each; of which fifteen 

. dollars on each share has been paid, according to the articles of associa
tion aforesaid; and it shall be optional with any stockholder hereafter to 
pay up the further sum of thirty-five dollars: Provided, that not more 
than fifty thousand dollars be paid in any one year, unless the president 
and directors, by a rule or order, should authorize or permit a greater 
sum to be paid; the dividend or dividends on such sums of money so 
paid, shall n9t commence until the first day of the month next ensuing 
such payment. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlicr enacted, That the said bank shall transact 
its business in Georgetown. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the affairs of the said bank 
shall be conducted by twelve directors and a president, whose place, if 
chosen from among their number, shall he supplied by that body. Six 
of the directors, with the president, shall form a board or quorum for 
transacting all the business of the company, but the ordinary discounts 
may be done by the president and three directors. In case of his sick
ness or necessary absence, his place may be supplied by any director, 
whom he, by writing under his hand, may nominate for that purpo~e, or 
in case of his not making such nomination, the board may appornt a 
president to act during his absence. The president and directors who 
may be in office under the said articles of association on the said fourth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in office 
under and by virtue of this act of incorporation,. until others sh_all be duly 
chosen in their stead. No person shall be a director or pres1den_t, who 
is not a citizen of the United States, and a stockholder; and a director 
ceasing to be a stockholder, shall cease to be a di~ector; and no person, 
a director of another bank, shall be a director ofth1s bank. Every stock
holder being a citizen of the United States, sh~ll be entitled to v?te at 
all elections to be holden by the stockholders m pursuance of this act, 
and shall have as many votes, in proportion to the stock he may hold, 
as follows: for every share as far as twenty, one vote for each share, and 
one vote for every two shares thereafter as far as forty ; and for every 
five shares above forty, one vote; but no person or persons, bodies cor
porate or 0therwise, shall be entitled to more than one hundred and fift_y 
votes; no stockholder shall be permitted to vote, -:vho has not held his 
stock two calendar months, prior to the day of elech<?n· All stockholders 
living in Georgetown shall vote in the choice of directors by ballot m 
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person : but every stockholder living out of said town may vote in per
son or by a written ballot by him or her subscribed with his or her name, 
and duly acknowledged before a judge of a court, a justice of the peace, 
or a notary public; a certificate whereof shall be made on said ballot by 
the judge, justice of the peace, or notary public, before whom such 
acknowledgment shall be made; and said ballot shall by him be sealed 
up, and addressed to the cashier of the bank, and being transmitted 
before the time of the election, shall be received and counted ih the 
election. No person who is not a citizen of the United States shall be 
entitled to vote in any election of this corporation: Provided nevertheless, 
that this section may at any time hereafter be altered or amended by 
Congress, in such a manner as they may see fit, so as to provide for an 
annual rotation of the directors. 

SEc. 5. And "be it furtlter enacted, That a general meeting of the 
stockholders of the said bank shall be holden on the first Monday of 
April, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, and on the first Monday 
of April, in every year thereafter, at such place as the president and 
directors shall appoint, by giving four weeks' notice in two or more of 
the newspapers of the district, for the purpose of electing directors for 
the ensuing year, who shall meet on the day succeeding their election, 
and shall immediately proceed to choose a president; and the president 
and directors for the time being, shall continue i11 office until others 
shall be duly elected in their places, and be organized by the assembling 
of a quorum, and the choice of a president. . At all elections the persons 
having the greatest number of votes shall be deemed to be chosen. All 
elections shall he held under the superintendence of the president of the 
hank, for the time being, and four stockholders not being at the time 
directors, appointed by the board of directors, any three of whom shall 
hejudges thereof. They shall immediately thereafter notify the persons 
elected to meet the ensuing day at the bank, and shall make a return of 
the persons elected, at their first meeting. Should two or more persons 
have an equal number of votes, the other individuals elected directors, 
shall determine by ballot from among said persons, who shall he the 
director or directors. All elections shall be opened at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, and closed at three in the afternoon. 

Si,;c. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That the president .and directors 
shall have full power to make, revise, alter and annul all such rules, 
orders, by-laws and regulations, for the government of said corporation, 
and that of its officers, servants and affairs, as they shall from time to 
time think expedient; and to use, employ and dispose of the capital 
stock, funds and property of said bank, for the interest and benefit of 
the stockholders, subject only to the restrictions herein contained; but 
the said hank s~all not take for discounting any bill or note, more than 
at the rate of six per cent. per annum, upon the amount due by such 
bill or note. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all promissory notes, bills 
of exchange, drafts, checks and receipts, for the payment of money made 
on behalf of the said bank, signed by the president and countersigned 
and attested by the cashier, shall be obligatory upon the said body cor• 
porate, and shall possess the like qualities as to negotiability, and the 
holders thereof shall have the like actions thereupon, as if such promis
sory notes, bills of exchange, drafts, checks or receipts had been made 
by or on behalf of a natural person. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That the books, papers, corre
~ponde?ce an<l fun?s of the bank shall at all times be subject to the 
mspect1on of the directors. And the said presideut and directors 8hall 
once in ev_ery year cause to be laid before the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States an account, truly stating the situation of the bauk 
and its funds. 
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SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said president ;md direc
tors shall have power to appoint a cashier, and all other officers and 
serva11ts, for executing the business of .said bank, and to establish the 
compensation to he made to the president and all other officers and ser
vants ?f the said h~nk, re~pectively; but no compensation shall be given 
to a director for his services, except by a vote of the stockholders in 
general meeting. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have pow.er to call_ a general meeting of the stockholders, for pur
po~?s c~mcermng the rnterests of the bank, giving at least six weeks' 
notice, 11_1 one or _more of t_he newspapers of the district, specifying in 
such notice the obJect or obJects of such meetincr. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital 
stock, at any time owned by any individual stockholder, shall be trans
ferable only on the books of the bank according to such rules, as may, 
co11formably to law, be established in that behalf, by the president and 
di'rectors; but all debts actually due and payable to the bank ( days of 
grace for payment being passed) by a stockholder, requesting a transfer, 
must be satisfied, before such transfer shall be made, unless the president 
and directors shall direct to the contrary. 

SEC. 12. And be it furtlier enacted, That the dividends of the profits 
of the company, or so much of said profits as shall be deemed expedient 
and proper, shall be declared half yearly, in the first week in April and 
October, in each year; the amount of said dividend shall from .time to 
time be determined by the president and directors, and shall in no case 
exceed the amount of the net profits actually acquired by the company, 
so that the capital stock of the said company shall never be impaired by 
dividends. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That if the said directors shall at 
any time, wilfully and knowingly make or declare any dividend which 
shall impair the said capital stock, all the directors present at the making 
or declaring of said dividend, and consenting thereto, shall be liable in 
their individual capacities to the company, for the amount or proportion 
of said capital stock so divided by the said directors; and each director 
who shall be present at the making or declaring of such dividend, shall 
be deemed to have consented thereto, unless he shall immediately enter 
in writing, his dissent on the minutes of the proceedings of the board, 
and give notice thereof to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

SEc. 14. And be ·it further enacted, That the bank shall, in no case, 
be owners of any ships or vessels, or directly or indirectly, be concerned 
in trade, or the importation or exportation, purchase or sale of any 
goods, wares or merchandise whatever, except bills of exchange, bullion, 
stock of the United States, or of incorporated institutions, and such 
ships, vessels, goods, wares or merchandise, as shall be truly pledged to 
them by way of security for debts due, owing or growing due to the said 
hank, or purchased by it to secure such debts. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That the bank shall not purchase 
or hold any lands, tenements or other real estates, other than what may 
be necessary for the convenient transaction of its business, unless such 
lands, tenements and real estates, shall have been bona fide mortgaged 
to the bank by way of security or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted in the course of dealing~, or pu~chased t? sec~re 
debts contracted with or due to the bank; and m every mstance m which 
the bank may become the owners or claimants of lands, teneme?ts or 
real estates, the president and directors are empowered to ~ell or d1spo~e 
of the same, in such a manner as they may deem beneficial for the said 
bank. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enadrd, That if any rncancy shall at any 
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SEc. 17. And be it fu1·tl1er enacted, That if any number of stock

holders not less than twenty, who shall be proprietors of not less than 
four thousand shares, may for any purpose relative to the institution, at 
any time apply to the president and directors, to call a general meeting 
of the stockholders, and if by them refused, the said number of stock
holders, proprietors of not less than the number of shares aforesaid, shall 
have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, giving at least 
sixty days'notice in two or more of the public newspapers in the district, 
specifying in such notice the object or objects of such call. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall not at 
any time discount or loan a greater sum than double the amount of the 
capit.al stock, which shall be actually paid in. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That the total amount of the debts 
which the said corporation shall at any time owe, whether by bond, bill, 
note or other contract, shall not exceed twice the amount of their capital 
stock actually paid, over and above the monies then actually deposited 
in the bank for safe keeping. In case of excess, the directors, under 
whose administration it shall happen, shall be liable for the same in their 
natural and private capacities; and an action of debt, may in such case 
be brought against them or any of them, their or any of their heirs, exe
cutors or administrators, in any court proper to try the same, by any ere. 
ditor or creditors of said corporation, and may be prosecuted to judg~ 
ment and execution, any condition, covenant or agreement to the con. 
trary notwithstanding. But this shall not be construed to exempt said 
corporation, or the lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same from 
being also liable for, and chargeable with said excess. Such of said 
directors who may have been absent when said excess was contracted 
or created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby 
the same was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate them
selves from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and 
of their absence or dissent, to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, and to the stockholders at a general meeting, which they shall 
have power to call for that purpose; and the body corporate hereby 
created, and the capital stock thereof, shall be liable for all the debts and 
engagements contracted, or which before or on the said fourth day of 
March, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, shall be contracted by 
the company, or co-partnership heretofore created by the articles of asso
ciation herein before mentioned, and which carried on the banking 
business under the name and style of "The President and Directors of 
the Union Bank of Georgetown;" and the creditors of the said co-part
nership, shall have the like remedy by action, against the said body cor
porate, as they had or have, or may or can have against the said co
partnership. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any time 
happen, that an election of directors should not be made, on any day 
when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made, the said corpo
ration shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved ; but it shall be 
lawful on any other day to hold and make an election of directors, at a 
meeting to be called in such manner as shall be prescribed by the Jaws 
and ordinances of the said corporation. 

SEc. 21. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall to all intents 
and purposes, be deemed and held a public act, and be and continue in 
force for the term of ten years, from and after the fourth day of March 
which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 
CHAP, XX.--.Bn .B.ct making a further distribution qf such laws rf the Uniteq, Feb. 18, 1811. 

States, ll$ r&pect the Public Lands. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the copies of the laws 
prepared ~nd _prir~ted under the authority of "-:A-n act providing for print
mg and d1stnbutmg of such laws of the Umted States as respect the 
public lands," passed the twenty-seventh day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten, not otherwise disposed of, shall be distributed 
in the manner following, that is to say: The President and Vice Presi
dent of the United States, the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, the secretaries of the state, treasury, war and navy 
departments, the attorney-general, the comptroller and register of the 
treasury, the judges of the supreme and district courts of the United 
States, the governors and judges of the territories, the surveyor-general 
of the United States, and the surveyor of the lands of the United States 
south of Tennessee, shall each receive one copy; the clerks in each of 
the departments of state, treasury and war, employed on land business, 
five copies; the secretary of the Senate, to be placed on his table for the 
use of the Senate, five copies; the clerk of the House of Representa
tives, t.o be placed on his table, for the use of the House of Representatives, 
ten copies; two hundred and fifty copies shall be placed in the library, 
and remain there under the same regulations as the other laws of the 
United States; one hundred copies shall be deposited in the treasury 
department for the use of the land boards, and offices which may here
after be established; and the remainder shall be placed in the library, 
and each member of Congress hereafter elected, shall, so long as any 
remain, exclusive of the two hundred and fifty copies before mentioned, 
be entitled to one copy at the commencement of that session of Con
gress next succeeding his election. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1811. 

CHAP. XXI.-.9n .B.ct to enable the people ef the Territory ef Orleans to form a 
constitution and state government, and for the admission ef sue!, state into the 
Union, on an equal footing with the original states, and for other purposes. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives ef the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of all that 
part of the territory or country ceded under the name of Louisiana, by 
the treaty made at Paris on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and three, between the United States and France, contained 
within the following limits, that is to say: beginning at the mouth of the 
river Sabine, thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the said 
river, including all islands t.o the thirty-second degree of latitude; thence 
due north, to the northernmost part of the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude; thence along the said parallel of latitude to the river Missis
sippi; thence down the said river to the river Iberville; and from thence 
along the middle of the said river and lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain, 
to the gulf of Mexico; thence bounded by the said gulf to the place of 
beginning: including all islands within three leagues of the coast, be, 
and they are here.by authorized to form for themselves a constitution and 
state government, and to assume such name as they may deem proper, 
under the provisions and upon the conditions herein after mentioned. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all free white male citizens 
of the United States, who shall have arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, and resided within the said territory, at least one year previous to 
the day of election, and shall have paid a territorial, county, district or 
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parish tax: and all persons having in other respects the legal qualifica
tions to vote for representatives in the general assembly of the said ter, 
ritory, be, and they are hereby authorized to choose representatives to 
form a convention, who shall be apportioned amongst the several counties, 
districts and parishes, within the said territory of Orleans, in such man
ner as the legislature of the said territory shall by law direct. The 
number of representatives shall not exceed sixty; and the elections for 
the representatives aforesaid shall take place on the third Monday in 
September next, and shall be conducted in the same manner as is now 
provided by the laws of the said territory for electing members for the 
House of Representatives. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the members of the conven
tion, when <luly elected, be, and they are hereby authorized to meet at 
the city of New Orleans, on the first Monday of November next, whi~h 
convention, when met, shall first determine, by a majority of the whole 
number elected, whether it be expedient or not, at that time, to form a 
constitution and state government, for the people within the said territory, 
and if it be determined to be expedient, then the convention shall in 
like manner declare, in behalf of the people of the said territory, that it 
adopts the constitution of the United States; whereupon the said con
vention shall be, and hereby is authorized to form a constitution and 
state government, for the people of the said territory: Provided, the 
constitution to be formed, in virtue of the authority herein given, shall 
be republican, and consistent with the constitution of the United States; 
that it shall contain the fundamental principles of civil and religious 
liberty; that it shall secure to the citizen the trial by jury in all criminal 
cases, and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, conformably to the 
provisions of the constitution of the United States; and that af\er the 
admission of the said territory of Orleans as a state into the Union, the 
laws which such state may pass shall be promulgated, and its records of 
every description shall be preserved, and its judicial and legislative writ
ten proceedings conducted, in the language in which the laws and the 
judicial and legislative written proceedings of the United States are now 
published and conducted: And provided also, that the said convention 
shall provide by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the 
United State8, that the people inhabiting the said territory do agree and 
declare, that they for ever disclaim all right or title to the waste or un
appropriated lands, lying within the said territory ; and that the same 
shall be and remain at the sole and entire disposition of the United 
States; and, moreover, that each and every tract of land, sold by Con
gress, shall be and remain exempt from any tax, laid by the order or 
under the authority of the state, whether for state, county, township, 
parish or any other purpose whatever, for the term of five years from and 
after the respective days of the sales thereof; and that the lands, belong
ing to citizens of the United States, residing without the said state, shall 
never be taxed higher than the lands belonging to persons residing 
therein; and that no taxes shall be imposed on lands the property of the 
United States; and that the river Mississippi and the navigable rivers 
and waters leading into the same or into the gulf of Mexico, shall be 
common highways and for ever free, as well to the inhabitants of the 
said state as to other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty, 
impost or toll therefor, imposed by the said state. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case the convention shall 
declare its assent, in behalf of the people of the said territory, to the 
adoption of the constitution of the United States, and shall form a con
stitution and state government for the people of the said territory of 
Orleans, the said convention, as soon thereafter as may be, is hereby 
required to cause to be transmitted to Congress the instrument, by which 
its asseni to the constitution of the United States is thus given and 
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declared, and also a true and attested copy of such constitution or frame 
of state government, as shall be formed and provided by said convention, 
and if the same shall not be disapproved by Congress, at their next ses
sion after the receipt thereof, the said state shall be admitted into the 
Union, upon the same footing with the original states. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That five per centum of the net 
proceeds of the sales of the lands of the United States, after the firet day 
of January, shall be applied to laying out and constructing public roads 
and levees in the said state, as the legislature thereof may direct. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1811. 
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CHAP. XXII.-.dn Act making appropriations for the support of Government Feb. 20, 1811. 
for th.e year one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United Specific ap. 
S,tates of America in Congress assembled, That for the expenditure of propriations. 
the civil list in the present year, including the contingent expenses of 
the several departments and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and stationery for the same; 
for the payment of annuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expense of intercourse with foreign nations; for 
the support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers; for defray-
ing the expenses of surveying the public lands; and for satisfying cer-
tain miscellaneous claims, the following sums be, and the same are 
hereby respectively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a 
session of four months and a half continuance, two hundred and one 
thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing and all other contin
gent expenses of the two houses of Congress, thirty-four thousand dol
lars. 

For all contingent expenses of the library of Congress, and for the 
librarian's allowance for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For repairing the roof and fitting up a room in the west side of the 
north wing of the capitol for the library of Congress, six hundred dol
lars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice President of the United 
States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em- 1806, ch. 41. 
ployed in that department, including the sum of one thousand four hun-
dred and seventy-eight dollars in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, fourteen 
thousand and thirty-eight dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of the said department, 
one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For printing and distributing the laws of the third session of the 
eleventh Congress, and printing the laws in newspapers, five thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per- 1806, ch. 41. 
sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty dollars, for clerk hire, in addition to the sum allowed 
by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
six, sixteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For expense of translating foreign languages, allowance to the J?erson 
employed in transmitting passports and sea letters, and for stationery 
and printing in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one thousand 
dollars, 
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For compensation to the comptroller of the treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, including the sum of one thousand six hun
dred and thirty-nine dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fourteen thousand six hundred and sixteen dol
lars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the comptroller's office, five hundred dollars~ 

For compensation to the auditor of the treaimry, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses of the auditor's office, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the treasurer, clerks and persons employed in 
his office, six thousand two hundred and twenty-seven qollars and forty
five cents. 

For expense of stationery, printing and incidental and contingent 
expenses in the treasurer's office, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the register of the treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, sixteen thousand fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 

For compensation to the messenger of the register's office, for stamp
ing and arranging ship's registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and all other incidental and con
tingent expenses in the register's office, including books for the public 
stocks, and for the arrangement of the marine records, two thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent and incidental expenses of the tr_easury 
department, four thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps and charts for the use of the trea
sury department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to a superintendent, employed to secure the build
ings and records of the treasury department, during the year one thou
sand eight hundred and eleven, including the expense of two watchmen, 
the repairs of two fire engines, buckets, lanterns and other incidental 
and contingent expenses, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of stating and printing the public accounts 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eleven thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing and other contingent expenses 
of the. office of the Secretary of War, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the war department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, ten thousand nine hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the war 
department, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the paymaster's office, 
three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office, two hundred dollars. 
For compensation to the purveyor of public supplies, clerks and per

sons employed in his office, and for expense of stationery, store rent and 
fuel for said office, including the sum of five hundred dollars for com
·pensation to clerks, in addition to the ffllm allowed by the act of the 
twenty-nrst of April, one thousand eight liundred and six, five thousand 
one hundred dollars. 
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For compensation of additional clerks in the office of the superinten
dent of Indian trade, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, nine thousand eight hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery, fuel, printing and other contingent expenses 
in the said office, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the accountant of the navy, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the accountant of the navy, 
one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster-General, assistant Postmaster
General, clerks and persons employed in the Postmaster-General's office 
including the sum of two thousand seven hundred and forty-five dollar~ 
for compensation to clerks in addition to the sum allowed by the act of 
the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, and the 
sum of eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars for deficiencies in the appro
priation of the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, nineteen thou
sand seven hundred and fifty-seven dollars and seventy-eight cents. 

For the expense of fuel, house rent for the messenger, candles, sta
tionery, chests, &c. incident to the Postmaster-General's office, two 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For ,compensation to the clerks of the commissioners of loans, and for 
allowances to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray 
the authorized expense of the several loan offices, fifteen thousand dol
lars. 

For compensation to the surveyor-general, and his clerks, three thou
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, 
clerks employed in his office, and for stationery and other contingencies, 
three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the mint, viz: 
The director, two thousand dollars. 
The treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The chief coiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The melter and refiner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
The engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
One clerk at seven hundred dollars; and 
'I'wo clerks at five hundred dollars each. 
For wages to the persons employed in melting, coining, carpen

ters, millwrights, and smiths' work, including the sum of one thousand 
dollars allowed to an assistant coiner and die forger, who also oversees 
the execution of the iron work, and of six hundred dollars allowed t.o an 
assistant engraver, eight thousand dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of rollers and screws, timber, bar iron, 
lead, steel, potash, and for all other contingencies of the mint, two thou
sand seven hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For an allowance for wastage in the gold and silver coina~e, including 
a deficiency in the appropriation for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and ten, arising from the increase of the coinage for that and several 
antecedent years, six thousand eight hundred dollars. . 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the terri-
tory of Orleans, thirteen thousand dollars. . 

For expense of stationery, and other contingent expenses. of sa~d 
territory, including the sum of one thousand dollars for a deficiency m 
the appropriation for the year one thousand eight hundred and .ten, two 
thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 
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Specific ap• For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Missis-
propriations. sippi territory, including the sum of one thousand one hundred and 

thirteen dollars and thirty-three cents, for a deficiency in the appropria
tion for the year one thousand eight hu·ndred and ten, ten thousand one 
hundred and thirteen dollars and thirty~three cents. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Indiana 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the 
Michigan territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

Fur expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Louisi
ana territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the governor, judges and secretary of the Illinois 
territory, six thousand six hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, office rent and other contingent expenses 
of said territory, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the United States, on ac
count of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in due course of settlement at the treasury, two thousand 
dollars. 

1806, ch. 41. For additional compensation to the clerks in the several departments 
of state, treasury, war and navy, and of the general post-office, not ex
ceeding for each department respectively, fifteen per centum in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, entituled " An act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain public 
roads, and for other purposes," thirteen thousand two hundred and sixty
nine dollars and thirty-two cents. 

For compensation granted by law to the chief justice, the associate 
judges and district judges of the United States, including the chief jus
tice and two associate judges for the district of Columbia; to the attor
ney-general, and to the district judge of the territory of Orleans, fifty-nine 
thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the like compensation granted to the several district attornies of 
the United States, three thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation granted to the several marshals for the districts of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ken
tucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee and Orleans, two thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit and district courts 
of the United States, including the district of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, forfeitures and 
penalties, and for defraying the el\'.penses of prosecutions for offences 
against the United States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late and present 
government, nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to the invalid pensioners 
of the United States, from the fifth of March one thousand eight hun
dred and eleven, to the fourth of March one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, ninety-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, stakeages of channels bars and shoals, and certain contin• 
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gent expenses, sixty-eight thousand nine hundred and sixty-five dollars 
and thirty-nine cents. 

For erecting lighthouses at the mouth of the Mississippi, and at or 
near the Pitch of Cape Lookout, in North Carolina beino-the amount 
of an additional appropriation carried to the surplus' fund;twenty thou
sand dollars. 

For building a lighthouse on the south point of Cumberland Island 
in Georgia, being the amount of a former appropriation carried to th~ 
surplus fund, four thousand dollars. 

For erecting a lighthouse on the south point of Sapelo Island in 
Georgia, ~nd fo~ placing certain buoys and beacons on Dobay bar and 
Beach point, bemg the balance of former appropriations carried to the 
surplus fund, six thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine dollars and 
six cents. 

For erecting a lighthouse on Point Judith, being the balance of a 
former appropriation carried to the surplus fund, one hundred and sixty
eight dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For erecting two lights on Lake Erie, viz : on or near Bird Island, 
and on or near Presque Isle, in addition to the appropriation heretofore 
made for that purpose, four thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of surveying the public lands within the 
several territories of the United States, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For paying for the printing of new ship's registers, including the cost 
of paper, the balance of a former appropriation of one thousand one 
hundred and forty dollars for this object having been heretofore carried 
to the surplus fund, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For discharging the expense of the third enumeration of the inhab
itants of the United States, and that of taking an account of their 
manufactures, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, forty-seven thousand 
dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary powers, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of government, the balance of former 
appropriations for that object having been carried to the surplus fund, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed American seamen, five 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of prosecuting claims and appeals in the courts of 
Great Britain in relation to captures of American vessels, and defending 
causes elsewhere, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation allowed George W. Erving as agent in receiving 
and paying awards of the board of commissioners, under the seventh 
article of the British treaty, estimated at two and a half per cent. on 
the amount of such awards as were actually received by him, twenty
two thousand three hundred and ninety-two dollars and sixty-seven 
cents. 

For payment of the claim of Patrick Donnon, late surveyor of the 
county of Hardy, in Virginia, being his compensation under the act of 
Congress, passed May thirteenth, one thousand eight hundred, "to en
large the powers of the surveyors of the revenue," for valuing, recording 
and adding to the tax lists sundry tracts of land and dwelling houses 
omitted by the assessors, there not being a sufficient balance due for 
direct tax from Virginia for satisfying this claim, seven hundred and 
twenty-eight dollars and eighty-five cents. 

For payment of expenditures made by James Simmons, late collector 
of Charleston from January first, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, t~ December thirty-first, one thousand eight hu~dred and 
five, for the navy department, as admitted on settlement of his account 
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at the treasury, nine thousand three hundred and seventy-nine dollars 
and three cents. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims agains~ the lJnited 
States not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted m due 
course of settlement at the treasury, four thousand dollars. 

For the payment of a balance due the estate of the late Major-general 
Anthony Wayne, in conformity with the act passed at the P!esent ses
sion entituled "An act for the relief of the heirs of the late MaJor-general 
Wayne," five thousand eight hundred and seventy dollars and thirty-four 
cents. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by an act making provision for the 
debt of the United States, and out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 20, 1811. 

CHAP. XXIII.-.1.ln Jlct to eMhle the Georgetown Potoma,c Bridge Cumpany to 
levy money for the object of its i11corporati01i. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the directors of the 
Georgetown Potomac Bridge Company be, and they are hereby em
powered to call a general meeting of the stockholders of said company, 
to be held at Georgetown, in the district of Columbia, by causing public 
notice to be given of the time and place of such meeting, in the 
National Intelligencer, and in one of the newspapers printed in each 
of the cities of New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, in four succes
sive weeks, the last time at least thirty days before the day of holding 
the said general meeting. And if at such general meeting, the stock
holders present, by themselves or legal representatives, shall determine 
to rebuild the bridge at or near the little falls of the river Potomac, (for 
the purpose of erecting which originally was the object of their incorpo
ration,) the holders of two thirds of the stock represented at that meet
ing concurring, 'then it shall and may be lawful for the directors of said 
company, or any two of them, and they are hereby empowered to assess 
upon and collect from the stockholders of the said company, such sum 
and sums of money, as shall be necessary to pay its debts already incur
red, an<l to rebuild, make and keep in repair the said bridge, together 
with the road leading thereto from Georgetown : Provided, That the 
whole amount of such assessments shall not exceed twenty-five dollars 
on each share in the stock of said company. And of any such assess
ment and assessments, the said directors shall give public notice to the 
1,aid stockholders, by advertising the same in the newspapers aforesaid; 
and the sum and sums which shall be so assessed, the said stockholders 
are hereby required to pay to the said directors, within sixty days after 
such notice; and on failure thereof, for the space of thirty days after the 
expiration of the sajd sixty days, the said directors, or any two of them, 
are hereby authorized to sell the share or shares of any and every 
?elinquent stockholder; every such sale to be made at public auction 
m Georgetown aforesaid, on the day specified in said advertisement: 
Provided, That no more shares shall be sold than shall be deemed neces
sary to_ levy the sum and sums of money which shall be assessed as 
aforesaid; and that the surplus, if any arisincr on any such sales, shall 
by the directors aforesaid, be deposited in the°Bank of Columbia, for the 
use of the owner or owners of the share or shares so sold. And the 
said directors, or any two of them, shall transfer on the books of the 
said company, to the purchaser or purchasers, the share or shares so sold, 
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and if demanded give a certificate or certificates thereof under their hands 
and seals, which shall secure to such purchaser or purchasers a valid 
~~~y~ ' 

APPROVED, February 22, 1811. 

CHAP. XXIV.-.Bn .Bet providing for the sale of a tract ef land lying in tke atate 
ef Tennessee, and a tract in tke Indiana territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the commissioners 
appointed by an act of the legislature of the state of Tennessee, passed 
on the fourteenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, to fix on a site for the town of Pulaski, in the county of Giles and 
state aforesaid, and their successors in office, be, and they are h~reby 
authorized, on producing a receipt from the receiver of public monies, 
for at least one twentieth part of the purchase money, to enter with the 
register of the land-office, established for the lands ceded to the United 
States by the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians, in the Mississippi terri
tory, a tract of land lying in a regular square, and containing six hun
dred and forty acres, which has or may be' fixed on as a site for the town 
of Pulaski, as aforesaid, at the same price and on the same terms and 
conditions of payment as are provided with respect to the other public 
lands sold at private sale at the said office; and on completing the 
payment of the purchase money, a patent shall be granted therefor to 
the said commissioners and their successors in office, in trust, for the 
use of the said county of Giles, for the purpose aforesaid. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appointed 
by an act of the legislature of the Indiana territory, to fix on a proper 
site for the permanent seat of government for the said territory, be, and 
they are hereby authorized, and their successors in office, so soon as the 
surveys under the authority of the United States shall have been made 
of the lands which they shall select, and on producing a receipt from the 
receiver of public monies, for at least one twentieth part of the purchase 
money, to enter with the register of the land-office for the district in 
which the land lies, any four quarter sections of land adjoining to each 
other, which have not been reserved by any former act of Congress, and 
which the said commissioners may select and fix on as a site for the per
manent seat of government for the said territory, and payment shall be 
made therefor at the same price, and on the same terms and conditions, 
as are provided in respect to the other public lands sold at private sale 
in the same district; and on completing the payment of the purchase 
money, a patent shall be granted therefor, to the said commissioners 
and their successors in office, in trust for the use of said territory, for 
the purpose aforesaid. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1811. 

CHAP, XXV.-An .11.ct providing for the removal ef the land-<dfice established at 
.Nashville, in the state ef Tennessee, and Canton in the state ef Ohio; and to 
authorize the register and receiver ef public monies to superintend the public 
sales ef land in the district east if Pearl river. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ~f tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is amhorized to remove the land-office 
established for the sale of the public lands ceded to the United States 
by the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians in the Mississippi territory, 
from Nashville, to such place within the district for which it was estab
lished as he may judge most proper; and to remove the land-office 
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from Canton in the state of Ohio, to some suitable place within the dis
trict for which it was established. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enaded, That the public sales of the 
public lands, in the district east of Pearl river, in the Mississippi terri
tory, and also in the district of Kaskaskia, in the Illinois territory, he 
conducted under the superintendence alone of the register and receiver 
of public monies for the said districts, who are hereby authorized and 
empowered to superintend the same, in their respective districts; any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding; and they shall receive tbe com
pensation provided by law for the superintendence of public sales in the 
districts aforesaid. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any tract of the public 
lands, which has been sold or may hereafter be sold, in arty state or 
territory, wherein a land-office is or may be established, and on which 
complete payment has not or may not have been made, within the time 
prescribed by law for completing the same, and the tract having been 
advertised for sale agreeably to law, it shall be lawful to offer the same 
for sale at public vendue, at the time and place of the sitting of the 
court, for the county in which the land-office is kept for the district 
to which the tract belongs, whether the court ~hall be denominated a 
court of quarter sessions, or by whatever other designation it may he 
known. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1811. 

CHAP, XXVI.-.!ln .Bet establishing Navy Hospitals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House (!f Representatives of the Uni fed 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the money hereafter 
collected by virtue of the aet, entituled "An act in aqdition to An act 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen," shall be paid to the Secre
tary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Tre_asury and the Secretary of War, 
for the time being, who are hereby appointed a board of commission
ers, by the name and style of Commissioners of Navy Hospitals, which, 
together with the sum of fifty thousand dollars hereby appropriated out 
of the unexpended balance of the marine hospital fund, to he paid to the 
commissioners aforesaid, shall constitute a fund for navy hospitals. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all fines imposed on navy 
officers, seamen and marines, shall be p_aid to the commissioners of 
navy hospitals. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enar.ted, That the commissioners of navy 
hospitals be and they are hereby authorized and required to procure 
at a suitable place or places proper sites for navy hospitals, and if the 
necessary buildings are not procured with the site, to cause such to he 
erected, having due regard to economy, and giving preference to such 
plans as with most convenience and least cost will admit of subsequent 
additions, as the funds will permit and circumstances require; and the 
commissioners are required at one of the establishments, to provide a 
permanent asylum for disabled and decrepid navy officers, seamen and 
marines. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be authorized and required to prepare the necessary rules and regu
lations for the government of the institution, and report the same to the 
next session of Congress. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That when any navy officer, sea
man or marine, shall be admitted into a navy hospital, that the insti
tution shall be allowed one ration per day during his continuance therein, 
to be deducted from the account of the United States with such officer, 
seaman or marine; and in like manner, when any officer, seaman or 
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marine, e~titled t_o a ~ension: shall be admitted into a navy hospital, 
such pension during his continuance therein shall be paid to the com
missioners of the navy hospitals, and deducted from the account of such 
pensioner. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1811. 

CHAP. XXVIII.--:1n Jlct in addition.to the act e~
1
tituled "..in act supplementary 

to the act cuncerning Consuls and Vice Consuls, and for the further protection 
if J]mcrican seamen. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases where 
distressed mariners and seamen of the United States have been trans
ported from foreign ports where there was no consul, vice consul, com
mercial agent, or vice commerci-il agent of the United States, to ports 
of the United States; and in all cases where they shall hereafter be so 
transported, there shall be allowed to the master or owner of each vessel, 
in which they shall or may have been transported, such reasonable com
pensation, in addition to the allowance now fixed by law, as shall be 
deemed equitable by the comptroller of the treasury. 

APPROVED, February 28, 1811. 

CHAP. XXIX.-.B.n .Bet supplementary to the act, entituled ".Jln act concerning 
/Jze commercial intercourse between the United States and Great B,·itain -and 
France and their dependencies, and for other purposes." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no vessel owned wholly 
by a citizen or citizens of the United States, which shall have departed 
from a British port prior to the second day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, and no merchandise, owned wholly by a citizen 
or citizens of the United States, imported in such vessel, shall be liable 
to seizure or forfeiture, on account of any infraction or presumed infrac
tion of the provisions of the act to which this act is a supplement. 

SEc. 2 .. And be it further enacted, That in case Great Britain shall so 
revoke or modify her edicts, as that they shall cease to violate the neutral 
commerce oft he United States, the President of the United States shall 
declare the fact by proclamation ; and such proclamation shall be ad
mitted as evidence, and no other evidrnce shall be admitted of such 
revocation or modification in any suit or prosecution which may be 
instituted under the fourth section of the act to which this act is a sup
plement. And the restrictions imposed or which may be imposed by 
virtue of the said act, f'hall, from the date of such proclamation, cease 
and be discontinued. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That until the proclamation afore
said shall have been issued, the several provisions of the third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth and eighteenth sections of the act, 
entituled "An act to interdict the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain and France and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes," shall have full force and be immediate)y carried !nto 
effect against Great Britain, her colonies and dependencies: Provided 
huwcvr,r, that any vessel or merchandise which may in pursuance thereof 
be seized, prior to the fact being ascertained, whether Great Britain shall, 
on or before the second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven, have revoked or modified her edicts in the manner above men
tioned, shall nevertheless be restored on application of the parties, on 
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their giving bond with approved sureties to the United States, in a sum 
equal to the value thereof, to abide the decision of the proper court of 
the United States thereon; and any such bond shall be considered as 
satisfied if Great Britain shall, on or before the second day of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and eleven, have revoked or modified her 
edicts in the manner above mentioned: Provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to affect any ships or vessels or the 
cargoes of ships or vessels wholly owned by a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, which had cleared out for the Cape of Good Hope, or for 
any port beyond the same, prior to the tenth day of November, one thou
sand eight hundred and ten. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXX.-Jln ./Jct for establishing trading houses with the Indian 
tribes.( a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and /Fouse qf Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to establish trading houses at such posts 
and places on the frontiers, or in the Indian country, on either or both 
sides of the Mississippi river, as he shall judge most convenient, for the 
purpose of carrying on a liberal trade with the several Indian nations, 
within the United States, or their territories. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be authorized to appoint a superintendent of Indian trade, 
whose duty it shall be to purchase and take charge of all goods intended 
for trade with the Indian nations aforesaid, and to transmit the same to 
such places as he shall be directed by the President; and he shall take 
an oath or affirmation faithfully to execute the trust committed to him, 
and that he will not directly or indirectly be concerned or interested in 
any trade, commerce or barter restricted by this law, and except on the 
public account; and he shall also give bond, in the penal sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, with sufficient security, to be approved of by the Secre
tary of the Treasury of the United States, truly and honestly to account 
for all money, goods and other property whatever, which shall come into 
his hands, or for which in good faith he ought so to account, and to 
perform all the duties required of him by this act; and he shall render 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a quarter yearly account of all his re
ceipts and expenditures of cash, purchases and transmittals of goods for 

(a) Obsolete acts relating to trading houses with the Indians :-
An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes, April 18, 1796, chap. 13. 
An act to revive and continue in fotce "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," 

April 30, 1802, chap. 39. 
An act for continuing in force a law entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 

tribes," February 28, 1803, chap. 14. 
An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian trihes, April 21, 1806, chap. 48. 
An act supplemental to an act entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," 

March 3, 1809, chap. 34. 
An act establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes, March 2, 1811, chap. 30, 
An act to continue 1n force for a limited time, the act entitled, "An act for establishing trading honses 

with the Indian tribes," March 3, 1815, chap. 98. 
An act to continue in force an act entitled," An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 

tribes," March 3, 1817, chap. 43. 
An act directing the manner of appointing Indian agents, and continuing the "act for establishing 

trading houses with the Indian tribes," April 16, IS18, chap. 61. 
An act to continue in force for a further time the act entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses 

with the Indian tribes," March 3, 1819, chap. 78. 
An act to continue in force for a forther time the act entitled, "An act for establishing trading houses 

with the Indian tribes," March 4, 1820, chap. 18. 
An act to continue in force for a further time the act entitled, "An act to establish trading houses with 

the Indian tribes," March 3, 1821, chap. 44. 
The trading houses with the Indian tribes, were abolished by an act to abolish the United States trad. 

iDg establishments with the Indian tribes, May 6, 1822, chap. 54, 
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the Indian trade, to be settled and adjusted by the accounting officer of 
the treasury, as other public accounts. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the superintendent of Indian 
trade shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars payable 
quarter yearly, at the treasury of the United States. ' 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be authorized to appoint an agent, (and when he shall deem 
it proper an assistant agent,) for each trading.house establishment estab
lished under the provisions of this act; and every such agent and a;sistant 
agent shall give bond, with sufficient security, in such sum as the Presi
dent shall direct, truly and honestly to account for all the money, goods 
and other property whatever, which shall come into his hands, and for 
which he ought so to account; and to perform all the duties required of 
him by this act! and sha~l take an oath or affirmation faithfully to execute 
the trust committed to him; and that he will not directly or indirectly be 
concerned or interested in any trade, commerce or barter but on the 
public account. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
each of the said agents to receive, from the superintendent of Indian 
trade, and dispose of in trade with the Indian nations aforesaid, such 
goods as may be transmitted to him by the superintendent, to be received 
and disposed of as aforesaid, according to the rules and orders which 
the President of the United States shall prescribe; and he shall render 
an account, quarter yearly, to the superintendent of Indian trade, of all 
money, goods and other property whatsoever, which shall be transmitted 
to him, or which shall come into his hands, or for which in good faith 
he ought to account; and he shall transmit duplicates of his accounts to 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of Indian 
trade, the agents, or their clerks, or other persons employed by them 
shall not be directly or indirectly concerned or interested in carrying on 
trade or commerce in any of the goods or articles bought for, or sup
plied to, or received from the Indians, or shall be owner in whole or in 
part of any sea vessel, or shall take or apply to his or their use any gain 
or emolument for negotiating or transacting any business in the Indian 
departmen"t, other than what shall be allowed by law; and that the said 
agents, assistant agents, or any persons employed by them, shall not be 
directly or indirectly concerned or interested in carrying on the busi
ness of trade or commerce, on their own or any other than the public 
account, or take or apply to his or their use any emolument or gain for 
negotiating any such business, during their appointment, agency or 
employment respectively, other than provided by this act, or excepting 
for and on account of the United States; and if any such persons shall 
offend against any of the prohibitions aforesaid, he shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit to 
the United States a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and shall 
be removed from such office agency or employment, and forever there
after be incapable of holding any office under the United States: Pro
vided, that if any person, other than a public prosecutor, shall give 
information of any such offence upon which a prosecution and convic• 
tion shall be had, one half of the aforesaid penalty, when recovered, shall 
be for the use of the person giving such information: And provided also, 
that if • such misdemeanor be committed by the snperintehdent of 
Indian trade, or by any agent or assistant agent, it shall be deemed a 
breach of the condition of his bond, and the penalty thereof may be re-
covered in any court having competent jurisdictio~ of the same. . 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the pnces of goods supplied 
to and to be paid for by the Indians shall be regulated m such manner, 
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prices of goods that the capital stock furnished by the United States shall not be 
supplied to the diminished. 
Indians. 

SEc. 8. And be it fiurther enacted, That if any agent or agents, their 
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from any Indian, in the way of trade or barter, any gun, or other article, 
commonly used in hunting, any instrument of husbandry or cooking 
utensil, of the kind usually obtained by Indians, 'in their intercourse 
with white people, or any article of clothing, excepting skins or furs, 
he or they shall respectively forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for 
each offence, to be recovered by action of debt in the name and to 
the use of the United States, in any court having jurisdiction in like 
cases: Provided, That no suit shall be commenced, except in the state 
or territory within which the cause of action shall have arisen, or in 
which the defendant may reside; and it shall be the duty of the super
intendent of Indian trade, or of the superintendents of Indian affairs, 
and their deputies respectively, to whom information of every such 
offence shall be given, to collect the requisite evidence, if attainable, to 
prosecute the offender without delay. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the goods requisite for an
nuities to the Indian nations, within the United States and the territories 
thereof, and for treaties with them, and for presents to be made them at 
the seat of government, or elsewhere, shall henceforward be purchased 
and transmitted to the proper posts and places, by the superintendent 
of Indian trade, upon orders from the department of war, and the 
accounts therefor shall be rendered to the war department. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
this act the annual sum of two thousand dollars for the payment of the 
salary of the superintendent of Indian trade, and the annual sum of two 
thousand five hundred dollars, for the payment of the clerks in his office 
(including the sum of eight hundred dollars, allowed for au additional 
clerk, by the act passed on the twenty-sixth day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and ten,) are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury of the United States, not otherwise appro
priated. 

Pay of the SEc. I I. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of 
agents, &c. &c. this act, the President of the U uited States be, and he is hereby autho

rized to draw annually from the treasury of the United States a sum not 
exceeding fourteen thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, to be 
applied under his direction, to the payment of the agents, assistant 
agents and clerks, at the trading houses; which agents shall be allowed 
to draw out of the public supplies two rations each, and each clerk one 
ration per day, which rations or such payments as may be made in lieu 
thereof, by the order of the President, shall be charged to the trading 
fund; and the President shall cause an annual report to be made to 
Congress of how much of the sum so authorized has been drawn, and in 
what manner the same has been applied. 

Appropriation SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the sum of two hundred and 
for Indian t rade, sixty thousand dollars, appropriated by the tenth sect.ion of the act, enti

tuled "An act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes," 
1806, ch. 48. approved twenty-first April, one thousand eight hundred and four, and 

the sum of forty thousand dollars, appropriated by the act, entituled "An 
l809, ch. 34. act supplemental to the act, entituled An act for establishing trading 

houses with the Indian tribes," approved third March, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, shall be, and remain a fund for t):ie purpose of 
carrying on trade and intercourse with the Indian nations, in the man
ner provided by this act, exclusive of the salary of the superintendent of 
Indian trade and of the allowances to agents, assistant agents and 
clerks. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said 
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superintendent of Indian trade, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, and upon such terms and conditions as he shall pre
scribe, to cause the furs and peltry, and other articles, acquired in trade 
with the Indian nations, ,to be sold at public auction, in different parts 
of the United States, or otherwise disposed of, as may be deemed most 
advantageous to the United States. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if the President should 
deem it expedient to establish, under the authority of this act, trading 
houses, in addition to the number now in operation, for the purposes of 
carrying oh a trade with the Tndian tribes, within the United States, or 
their territories, the expenses for each trading house so established shall 
not exceed the following sums of money, in addition to the appropria
tions already made by this act, viz: For the principal agent, an annual 
sum, not exceeding one thousand dollars; for an assistant agent, if 
necessary, an annual sum not exceeding five hundred dollars; to be 
drawn by the President out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, an act, entituled "An act for establishing trading houses 
with the Indian tril:ies," approved on the twenty-first of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and six, and an act, entituled "An act supplemental 
to the act, entituled An act for_ establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes," approved on the fourth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and nine, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed: Pro
vided, that nothing herein contained, shall be construed to exonerate any 
person who shall not have performed the duty, or who shall have violated 
any of the prohibitions contained in the said acts, from suits or prosecu
tions, but as to all bonds, contracts, debts, demands, rights, penalties, 
punishments, which have been made, have arisen, or have incurred, or 
which shall be made, arise or be incurred, previous to the first day of 
April next, the said acts shall have the same force and effect, as though 
this act had not been passed : Provided likewise, that the superintendent 
of Indian trade, the agents, assistant agents and other persons employed 
under the aforesaid acts, shall continue to hold their several offices, 
appointments and trusts, until otherwise removed, any thing herein con
tained that might be construed to the contrary notwithstanding; and 
also the bonds, which they or either of them have given or may give, for 
the faithful execution of their several duties and offices, shall continue 
to have the same force and effect, to all intents and purposes, as though 
this act had not been passed. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
from and after the first day of April next, for the term of three years, 
and from thence to the end of the session of Congress next thereafter 
and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP, XXXI.-An Act to establisl, the Districts ef Mumphreymagog, ef Oswe
gatchie, and ef the W!tite JWountains. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and a~ter the 
first day of April next, all that part of the state of Vermont, Iyrng east 
of lake Muniphreymagog, and including also all such ~bores a~d ,~aters 
of the said lake as lie within the said state, shall constitute a district, to 
be called the di~trict of Mumphreymagog; of which Derby shall be the 
sole port of entry ; and a collector for the said district shall be appointed 
to reside at the said port of entry. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
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of April next, all the shores and waters of the river St. Lawrence, which 
lie in the state of New York, east of the western boundary of the county 
of St. Lawrence, and west of the western boundary of the collection 
district of Champlain, shall constitute a district to be called the district 
of Oswegatchie, of which Ogdenburgh shall -be the sole port of entry, 
and a collector for the said district shall be appointed to reside at 
Ogdenburgh. And the President of the United States is authorized to 
establish another place in the said district to be a port of delivery only; 
and a surveyor shall be appointed to reside at such port of delivery. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the state of 
New Hampshire which lies adjacent to the northern boundary of the 
United States, and north of forty-four degrees thirty minutes north lati
tude, shall from and after the first day of April next, constitute a district 
to be called the district of "White Mountains;" the President of the 
United States is authorized to establish a place in the said district to be 
the port of entry; and a collector shall be appointed to reside at the said 
place. • 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to alter the place ·which had here
tofore been designated to be the port of entry for the district of Vermont, 
and to establish another place to be such port of entry. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of April next, the collectors of the districts established by this act, and 
the collectors of the districts of Vermont, Champlain and Sackett's Har
bour and Osweoo, shall each receive, in addition to the fees and com
missions allowed by law, an annual salary of five hundred dollars a year; 
and the annual salary heretofore allowed to the collectors of the three 
last mentioned districts shall, from and after the said first day of April, 
be discontinued; ahd the surveyor to be appointed for the district of 
Oswegatchie shall receive, in addition to the fees allowed by law, a 
salary of one hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXII.-.lln .Bet.authorizing a loan ef momy, Joi· a sum N>t exceeding 
five millions ef doll.ars. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby empowered to borrow, on the credit 
of the United States, a sum not exceeding five millions of dollars, at a 
rate of interest, payable quarter yearly, not exceeding six per centum 
per annum, and reimbursable at the pleasure of the United States, or at 
such periods as may be stipulated by contract, not exceeding six years 
from the first day of January next; to be applied in addition to the mo
nies now in the treasury, or which may be received therein from other 
sources during the present year, to defray any of the public expenses 
which are or may be authorized by law. The stock thereby created 
shall be transferable in the same manner as is provided by law for the 
transfer of the funded debt: And it is further hereby declared, that it 
shall be deemed a good execution of the said power to borrow, for the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation of the President of the 
United _States, to cause to be constituted certificates of stock, signed by 
the register of the treasury, or by a commissioner of loans for the sum 
to be borrowed, or for any part thereof, bearing an interest of six per 
cent. per annum, transferable and reimbursable as aforesaid; and to 
cause the said certificates of stock to be sold at auction, after havina
given thirty days'public notice of the time and place of such sale: Pr:.. 
vided, that no such stock be sold under par. 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the funds con
stituting the annual appropriation of eight millions of dollars, for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the public debt of the United 
States, as may be wante,d for t~at purpose, is hereby pledged and appro
priated for the payment of the mterest, and for the reimbursement of the 
principal of the stock, which may be created by virtue of this act. It 
shall accordingly be the duty of the commissioners of the sinking fund 
to cause to be applied and paid out of the said fund yearly, and every 
year, such sum and sums as may be annually wanted to discharge the 
interest accruing on the said stock, and to reimburse the principal as 
the same shall become due, and may be discharged in conformity with 
the terms of the loan; and they are further authorized to apply, "from 
time to time, such sum or sums out of the said fund, as they may think 
proper, towards redeeming by purchase, and at a price not above par, 
the principal of the said stock or any part thereof. And the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged to establish sufficient revenues for 
making up any deficiency that may hereafter take place in the funds 
hereby appropriated for paying the said interest and principal sums, or 
any of them in manner aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXIII.-.9n .Oct to an= a part rf tlte state rf New Jersey to the co/lee• 
tion district of New York ; to rem<nJe the office if Collector rf Niagara to Lewis
town; to make Cape St. Vincent, in the district rf Sacket's Harbor, a port if 
delivery ; and out of the districts of Miami and Mississippi to make two new 
districts, to be called the Districts rf Sandusky and Teche ; and for other pwr
poses. 

Be it enacted by tl,e Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all that part of the state 
of New Jersey, which lies north and east of Elizabethtown and Staten 
Island, be, and the same is hereby annexed to the district of New York; 
that an assistant collector, to be appointed and commissioned by the 
President of the United States, shall reside at the town of Jersey, who 
shall have power to enter and clear vessels in like manner as the col
lector of New York is authorized by law to do; hut such assistant col
lector shall nevertheless act in conformity to such instructions and 
regulations as he shall from time to time receive from the collector of 
New York ; and that the said assistant collector shall receive for his 
annual salary one thousand dollars, in full for all services to be by him 
performed, and in lieu of commissions and fees. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the Miami 
district, lying east of the western cape of Sandusky bay, shall l;>e a dis
trict, to be called the district of Sandusky ; and the President is hereby 
authorized to designate such place in the district of Sandusky, as he 
shall judge expedient, to be the port of entry ·of the said district; and a 
collector for the said district shall be appointed to reside at the port of 
entry. 

SEc. 3. And be it fi,rther enacted, That Cape Vincent in the district 
of Sacket's Harbor shall, from and after the thirty-first day of May next, 
be a port of delivery only; and a surveyor shall be appointed to reside 
at the said port. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the collector's office shall, 
after the thirty-first day of May next, be removed from Fort Niagara to 
Lewistown, which last mentioned place shall in future be the residence 
of the collector; and also that the office of the collector of the customs, 
for the district of Buffaloe creek, shall be kept at such place or places in 
the town of Buffaloe as the President of the United States shall 
designate. 

VoL. II.-83 
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SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That ships or vessels, arriving 
from and after the first day of May next from the Cape of Good Hope, 
or from any place beyond the same, shall be admitted to make entry at 
Plymouth and Nantucket ports of entry in the state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of May next, Bangor, in the district of Penobscot, in the state of Mas
sachusetts, be, and the same is hereby made a port of delivery, to be 
annexed to the district of Penobscot; and that a surveyor be appointed 
to reside at the said port of delivery. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the collection 
district of Mississippi, which includes the waters of the river Teche, and 
all the shores, bays and rivers, west of the Atchafalaya, be, and the same 
is hereby established as a new district, to be called the district of Teche; 
that Nova Iberia be the port of entry for the same; and that a collector 
be appointed t.o reside at the port of entry. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That a surveyor be appointed to 
reside at or near the mouth of the Rappahannock river, at such place as 
the President of the United States shall designate. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the several collectors and 
surveyors, who may be appointed by virtue of this act, and whose :;;alaries 
are not fixed by a preceding section, shall, in addition to the fees and 
c6mmissions authorized by law, receive respectively the same annual 
salary which by law is allowed to the cqllectors and surveyors of the 
districts bordering on Lake Erie. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXIV.-An .llct to extend the time for completing the third cemus, or 
enumeraii= ef the fol,abitants ef the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the assistants in the 
several states and territories, for which returns have not been completed, 
have, until the first Monday of June next, to make their returns to the 
marshals and secretaries ; and that the marshals and secretaries have, 
until the first Monday_ of July next, to make aod file their returns in the 
office of the Secretary of State, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXVI.-An Act decktring the consent ef Cfongresa to an act of the atatt 
ef Georgia, passed the twelfth ef December, one thousand eight oondred and 

four, " establishing the fees ef the harbor master and health offeer ef the porta 
ef Savannah and St. Mary's." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of Congress 
be, and hereby is granted and declared to the operation of an act of the 
legislature of Georgia, passed the twelfth of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and four, establishing the fees of the harbor master and 
health officer of the ports of Savannah and St. Mary's. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for one year, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 
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CHAP.XXXVII.-.9n .!let to erect a lighthouse on Boon island in the state <f Mas
sachiisetts, to place buoys eff Cape Fear river, and to erect a beacon at New 
Inlet, in tlte state <f North Carolina, and to place buoys rd the en/ranee <f the 
harbor <f Edgartown, and to erect a column <f stone on C'ape Elizabeth, and to 
Cflmplete the beacons and buoys at the entranee rf Beverly harbor, in the state <f 
Massachusetts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembltd, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized, on being satisfied that Boon 
island in the district of Maine, in the state of Massachusetts, is a fit and 
eligible site for a lighthouse, and that one ought to be erected thereon, 
to cause a lighthouse to be built on the said island: Provided, that the 
legislature of Massachusetts shall vest the property of the said island in 
the United States, and cede the jurisdiction of the same. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby directed to cause buoys to be placed at or near the 
main bar, and New Inlet bar off Cape Fear; and also, to cause to be 
erected a beacon on a point of land, near New Inlet, in the state of 
North Carolina. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby directed to cause such buoys as he shall deem neces
sary, to be placed at the entrance of the harbor of Edgartown, in the 
state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be erected a column of stone, as 
a beacon, on Cape Elizabeth, in the state of Massachusetts, of such 
form and dimensions as he shall deem necessary. 

SEc. 5. And bt it further enacted, That the following sums of money 
be, and the same are hereby appropriated for the purposes herein men
tioned, to wit: For the erection of a lighthouse on Boon island, three 
thousand dollars; for placing buoys on the places mentioned off Cape 
Fear river, two thousand dollars; for placing buoys at the entrance of 
the harbor of Edgartown, two thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon, 
one thousand eight hundred dollars; and for erecting a column on Cape 
Elizabeth, one thousand eight hundred dollars; and for completing the 
beacons and buoys ordered to be placed near the entrance of Beverly 
harbor, in the state of Massachusetts, the further sum of three hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1811. 

CHAP. XXXVIII.-.!ln .!let to extend the right ef suffrage in the Indiana terri
tory, and for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the Unit~d 
States of Arnerica in Congress assembled, That each and every free white 
male person, who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and 
who shall have paid a county or territorial tax, and who shall have 
resided one year in said territory, previous to any general elect10n, and 
be at the time of any such election a resident of said territory, shall be 
entitled to vote for members of the legislative council and house of 
representatives of the territorial legislature, and for a delegate to the 
Congress of the United States for said territory. 

S~c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the citizens of the Indiana 
territory, entitled to vote for representatives to the general ~ssembly 
thereof, may on the third Monday of April next, and on the third Mo:1-
day of April biennially thereafter (unless the general assembly_ of sa1~ 
territory shall appoint a different day) elect one delegate for said tern-
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tory to the Congress of the United States, who shall possess the same 
powers heretofore granted by law to the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enactt:d, That each and every sheriff, that 
now is, or hereafter may be appointed in said territory, who shall either 
neglect or refuse to perform the duties required by an act, entituled 
"An act extending the right of suffrage in the Indiana territory, and for 
other purposes," passed in February, one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand dollars, recoverable by 
action of debt, in any court of record, within the said territory, one half 
for the use of the informer, and the other for the use of the territory. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person holding, or who 
may hereafter hold, any office of profit from the governor of the Indiana 
territory (justices of the peace and militia officers excepted) shall be 
ineligible to, and disqualified to act as a member of the legislative coun
cil or house ~f representatives for said territory. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and every sheriff, in 
each and every county, that now is or hereafter may be established in 
said territory, shall cause to be held the election prescribed by this act, 
according to the time and manner prescribed by the laws of said terri
tory and this act, under the penalty of one thousand dollars, to be reco
vered in the manner and for the use pointed out by the third section of 
this act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 18ll. 

CHAP, XL.-.An .B.ct to increase the salaries of the Judges ef the Oircuit lbur( 
for the District if lblumbia. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the com
pensation heretofore allowed by law to the judges of the circuit court 
for the district of Columbia, the sum of two hundred dollars per annum 
be paid to the chief justice of the said court, and the sum of four hun
dred dollars per annum be paid to each of the assistant judges, payable 
quarter yearly; the first quarterly payment ·to be made on the first day 
of April next. 

APPROVED, March 3, ISIJ. 

CHAP. XLI.-An Act making appropriations for carrying into effect a treaty 
between the United States and the Great and Little Osage nations ,f Indians, 
concluded at Fort Clarke, on the tenth day of Novembe'I", one thousand eight 
ltundred and eight, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of 
carrying into effect a treaty between the United States and the Great 
and Little Osage nations of Indians, concluded and signed at Fort 
Clarke on the Missouri, on the tenth day of November, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby appropriated; and the further annual sum of one thousand 
dollars to the Great Osage nation, and of five hundred dollars to the 
Little Osage nation, to be paid annually to the said nations; which 
annuities shall be permanent. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of six hundred and 
eighty dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for paying John 
Eugene Leitensdorfer the sum allowed him by the act passed on the 
thirteenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

SEc. 3. And be it .further enacted, That the several sums appro
priated by this act, shall be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 181 I. 
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STATUTE III. 
CHAP. XLIII.-.Rn .fl.ct making further aJYPropriations to complete the fortiji- March 3, 1811. 

cations commenced for tl,e security ef the ports and harbors ef the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United Appropriation. 
States ef America . in <;Jongress assembled, That for the purpose of 
completrng the fortifications commenced for the security of the ports, [Obsolete,] 
towns and harbors of the United States, and the territories thereof, there 
be, and hereby is appropriated the sum of one hundred and thirty-one 
thousand and forty-six dollars and thirty cents, to be paid out of any 
monies in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

CHAP. XLIV.-.On .fl.ct for allowing a reasonable compensation to the persons 
who have taken an account rf the several manufacturing establishments and 
manufactures within the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is authorized to· allow such reasonable com
pensation as he shall deem adequate, for the services of each of those 
persons who took, under his direction, in pursuance of an act, entituled 
"An act further to alter and amend An act providing for the third census 
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States," an account of 
the several manufacturing establishments and manufactures within their 
several districts: Provided ltowcver, that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to expend out of the fund 
already appropriated for taking the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, a sum exceeding thirty thousand dollars. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 
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STATUTE III. 

CHAP, XLV.-.On .Oct in addition to the act to regulate tl,e laying out and March 3, 1811. 
making a road from Cumberland, in the state of Maryland, to the state of 
Ohio.( a) [Obsolete.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in addition to the unex
pended balance of the sum heretofore appropriated for laying out and 
making a road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, to the state 
of Ohio, the sum of fifty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, and to be expended under the direction of the President 
of the United States, in making said road between Cumberland in the 
state of Maryland, and Brownsville in the state of Pennsylvania, com
mencing at Cumberland; which sum of fifty thousand dollars shall be 
replaced out of the fund reserved for laying out and making roads to the 
state of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of an act passed on the 
thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, entituled 
"An act to enable the people of the eastern division of the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio to form a constitution and state government, 
and for the admission of such state into the Union, on an equal footing 
with the original states, and for other purposes." 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to permit such 
deviations from the courses run a,nd established by the commissioners 
under the authority of" An act to regulate the laying out and making a 
road from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, to_ the state of Ohio," 

{a) See act of March 29, 1806, chap. 19, and notes. 
3K 

Additional ap. 
propriation. 

1806, ch. 19. 
1810, ch. 43. 

President may 
permit devia. 
tions from 
courses hereto. 
fore run. 



662 

STATUTE III. 

Mnrch 3, 1811. 

Act of Feb. 
15, 1811, ch. 14. 

Act of April 
25, 1812,ch.67. 

Act of May 
11, 1820, ch. 86. 

Allowances 
and compen
sations. 

Duties of the 
deputy survey
ors and mode of 
survey. 

Land-offices 
to be establish
ed at New Or· 
leans and Ope
lousas, &c. 

ELEVENTH CONGRESS. SEss. III. CH. 46. 18ll. 

as in his opinion shall be deemed expedient: Provided, that no deviation 
shall be made from the principal points established on said road between 
Cumberland and Brownsville. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

CHA l'. XLVI,-.On Jlct providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, 
and for tlte sale of th~ public lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, 
and to repeal the act passed for the same purpose, and approved February six
teenth, one tlwusand eight l,undred and eleven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following allowances 
and compensations shall be made to the several officers appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the terri
tories of Orle\lns and Louisiana; which allowances and compensations 
shall be in full for all their services, including those rendered since 
their salaries respectively ceased; that is to say: To each of the com
missioners, and to each of the clerks of the boards, fifty cents for each 
claim, duly filed according to law, which remained undecided on the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and nine, and on which a 
decision has been made subsequent to that day, or shall hereafter be 
made, whether such decision be in favour of, or against the claim: which 
allowance of fifty cents shall be paid at the treasury of the United States, 
from time to time, and on receipt of the transcripts of the decisions and 
of the reports of claims not finally confirmed, as the same may be trans
mitted by the boards respectively to the Secretary of the Trearnry 
according to law. To each of the said commissioners and clerks a 
further allowance of five hundred dollars, to be paid after the comple
tion of the business of each of the boards respectively to the officers then 
in office. And to each of the translators, at the rate of six hundred 
dollars a year, and not to. exceed in the whole for each the term of 
eighteen months: Provided always, tlsat the above mentioned allowance 
of fifty cents for each claim decided upon, shall not be made to any of 
the commissioners who may be absent at the time of such decision; the 
attendance of each to be certified by the clerk, or by a majority of the 
board: And provided also, that no allowance shall be made to any agent 
heretofore employed by the Secretary of the Treasury for any period of 
time, subsequent to the time when such agent ceased to act, or when 
the board ceased to receive evidence. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the two principal deputy 
surveyors of the territory of Orleans shall, and they are hereby autho
rized, in surveying and dividing such of the public lands in the said ter
ritory, which are or may be authorized to be surveyed and divided, as 
are adjacent to any river, lake, creek, bayou, or water course, to vary 
the mode heretofore prescribed by law, so far as relates to the contents 
of the tracts, and to the angles and boundary lines, and to lay out the 
same into tracts as far as practicable, of fifty-eight poles in front and 
four hundred and sixty-five poles in depth, of such shape, and bounded 
by such lines as the nature of the country will render practicable, and 
most convenient: Provided however, that such deviations from the ordi
nary mode of surveying shall be made with the approbation of, and in 
conformity with the general instructions which may be given to that 
effect, by the surveyor of the public lands south of the state of Tennes
see. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the eastern land district of the territory of 
Orleans, a land-office shall be established at New Orleans; and that for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying south of Red river, in 
the western land district of the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be 
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established at Opelousas; and that for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, lying north of Red river, in the western land district of 
the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be established, which shall he 
kept at such place as the President of the United States may direct. The 
register of the western land district of the territory of Orleans shall act 
as register of the land-office of Opelousas, and as one of the commission
ers for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in any part of 
the said western land district. And for the land-office north of the Red 
river, a register, and for each of the said three offices a receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed, who shall give security in the same manner, 
in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, duties and 
authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to the lands 
whic~ shall ?e disposed of_at their offices,_as are or may be provided by 
law, m relatwn to the registers and receivers of public monies in the 
several offices established for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States, in the terntory of Mississippi. 

SEc. 4. And be ·it furtlter enacted, That the powers vested in the 
President of the United States by the eleventh section of the act, enti
tuled "An act supplementary to an act, entituled An act for ascertaining 
and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans, 
and the district of Louisiana," passed on the twenty-first day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, in relation to the public lands, 
lying in the western district of the territory of Orleans, and all the other 
provisions made by the same section, for the sale of said lands, and for 
obtaining patents for the same, shall be, and the same are hereby, in 
every respect, extended to the public lands, lying in the eastern district 
of the territory of Orleans. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every person who, either by 
virtue of a French or Spanish grant recognized by the laws of the United 
States, or under a claim confirmed by the commissioners appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territory of Orleans, owns a tract of land bordering on any river, creek, 
bayou, or water course, in the said territory, and not exceeding in depth 
forty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a preference in be
coming the purchaser .of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back 
of his own· tract, not exceeding forty arpens, French measure, in depth, 
nor in quantity of land that which is contained in his own tract, at the 
same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as are, or may be, 
provided by law for the other public lands in the said territory. And 
the principal deputy surveyor of each district respectively shall be and 
he is hereby authorized, under the superintendence of the surveyor of 
the pu!Jlic lands south of the state of Tennessee, to cause to be surveyed 
the tracts claimed by virtue of this section; and in all cases where by 
reason of bends in the river, lake, creek, bayou, or water course, border
ing on the tract, and of adjacent claims of a similar nature, each claim
ant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the adjacent tract already 
owned by him, to divide the vacant land applic_ahle to that object betwe~n 
the several claimants, in such manner as to him may appear most eqmt
able: Provided ltowever, that the right of pre-emption granted by this 
section shall not extend so far in depth, as to include lands fit for culti
vation, bordering on another river, creek, bayou ?r water co~rs~- And 
every person entitled to the benefit of this section shall, w1thm three 
years after the date of this act, deliver to the register of the proper land
office, a notice in writing, stating the situation and extent of the tract 
of land he wishes to purchase, and shall also make the payment and 
payments for the same, at the time and times, wh\ch are, ?r may b_e, 
prescribed by law for the disposal of the oth~r public la!1ds 11;1 the sa1~ 
territory; the time of his delivering the notice aforesaid berng c~ns1-
dered as the date of the purchase, And if any such person shall fail to 
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deliver such notice within the said period of three years, or to make 
such payment or payments at the time above mentioned, his right of 
pre-emption shall cease and become void ; and the land may thereafter 
be purchased by any other person in the same manner, and on the same 
terms, as are or may be provided by law for the sale of other public 
lands in the said territory. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the land-offices established 
by virtue of the third section of this act, shall be opened on the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for the sale of all 
the public lands, with the exception of section No. sixteen, of the salt 
springs, and land contiguous thereto, and of the tracts reserved for the 
support of seminaries of learning as herein after provided, which shall 
have been previously surveyed, and the surveys thereof returned ac
cording to law to the registers of the land-offices respectively; and on 
the first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for 
the sale of such of the public lands, which from the nature of the coun
try cannot be surveyed in the ordinary way, and are embraced by the 
provisions of the ~econd section of this act, as shall have, at least six 
weeks previous to the said first day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, been advertised for sale by the surveyor of the 
public lands south of the state of Tennessee, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States. The public sales for the land sub
divided into quarter sections in the ordinary way, shall be held for one 
calendar month, under the superintendence of the register and receiver 
of each land-office respectively, and of either the surveyor of public 
lands south of Tennessee, or of his principal deputy surveyor in the 
district, who shall each receive six dollars for each day's attendance on 
the same; and no tract of land shall be sold at said public sales for a 
less price, than that which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale 
of public lands in the Mississippi territory. And from and after the 
first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, any tract 
which has been thus offered for sale at public sale, and remains unsold, 
as well as any tract of land embraced by the provisions of the second 
section of this act, the sale of which is authorized by this section, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for the 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public 
lands in the Mississippi territory. All the lands sold by virtue of this 
section, shall in every other respect be sold on the same terms of pay
ment, and conditions, in the same manner, and under the same regula
tions as are, or may be, prescribed by law, for the sale of public lands 
in the Mississippi territory: Provided however, than in case of an appli
cation being made at the same time, for the purchase at private sale of 
the same tract of land by two or more persons, one of whom did :i.ctually 
inhabit and cultivate such tract of land at the time of passing this act, 
and still continues to inhabit and cultivate the same at the time of such 
application, the preference shall be given to the person thus inhabiting 
and cultivating such tract of land. And provided also, that till after the 
final decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for 
sale, the claim to which has been in due time, and according to law, 
presented to the register of the land-office, and filed in his office, for the 
purpose of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the terri
tory of Orleans; or which shall have been located by or for Major-general 
La Fayette, according to law. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtltcr enacted, That in addition to the township 
already reserved for that purpose by law in the western district of the 
territory of Orleans, and which shall be located south of Red river, 
another entire township shall be located by the Secretary of the Trea• 
sury north of Red river, for the use of a seminary of learning, and also 
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an entire township in the territory of Louisiana, for the support of a 
seminary of learning within the said territory. 

SEC, 8. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor-general shall 
cause such of the pn blic lands in the territory of Louisiana, as the Presi
dent of the United States shall direct, to he surveyed and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations and limitation as to ex
penses, as is provi~ed by l~w in relation to the lands of the lJ nited States, 
northwest of the nver Oh10 and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States lying in the territory of Louisiana, a land-office 
shall be established, which shall be kept at ~uch place as the l>resi<lent 
of the United States may direct; and a register and receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed for said office, who shall give security in the 
same manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their office, as are or may be 
provided for by law in relation to the register and receiver of p1iblic 
monies in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of 
the U nitcd States, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river. 

SEc. I 0. And be it furtlter enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall thiuk proper, 
to direct so much of the public lands lying in the territory of Louisiana, 
as shall have been surveyed in conformity with the eighth section of this 
act, to be offered for sale. All such lands shall, with the exception of 
the section "number sixteen," which shall be reserved in each township 
for the support of schools within the same, with the exception also of a 
tract reserved for the support of a seminary of learning, as provided for 
by the seventh section of this act, and with the exception also of the salt 
springs and lead mines, and lands contiguous thereto; which, by the 
direction of the President of the United States, may be reserved for the 
future disposal of the said states, shall be offered for sale to the highest 
bidder, under the direction of the register of the land-office and the 
receiver of public monies and of the principal deputy surveyor, and on 
such day or days as shall, by public proclamation of the President of the 
United States, be designated for that purposr. The sales shall rem~in 
open for three weeks and no longer. The lands shall be sold for a price 
not less than that which has been or may be fixed by law for the public 
lands, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. And shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same 
size, on the same terms and conditions, as have been or may be by law 
provided for the lands sold in the state of Ohio. The superintendents of 
the said public sales shall each receive six dollars for each day's attendance 
on the said sales. All the lands which have been thus offered for sale, 
at public sale, remaining unsold at the closing of the public sales, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for t~e 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law f~r the sale of pu~lic 
lands in the state of Ohio: Provided lwwever, that till after the dec1s1on 
of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for sale, the claim 
to which has been in due time and according to law presented to the 
recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana and filed in his _office, 
for the purpose of being investigated by the commis_sioners appointed 
for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands m the ~emtory o_f 
Louisiana. And patents shall be obtained for all lands sold m the t_ern
tory of Louisiana, in the same manner and on the sam~ terms as 1s or 
may be provided by law for land sold in the state o.f Ohio. . 

SEc. 11. And be it further cnactrd, That th~ cla11n of the corpor~t1~n 
of the city of New Orleans, to the common adjacent thereto, and w1thm 
six hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, as confirmed by 
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the act, entituled "An act respecting claims to lands in the tt>rritories 
of Orleans and Louisiana," shall be deemed valid, although the relin
quishment of the said corporation to any claim beyond the said distance 
of six hundred yards was not made till after the expiration of the period 
of 1:<ix months prescribed by the act last mentioned. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers and 
waters in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana shall be and for ever 
remain public highways. 

SEc. 13. And be it furtlier enacted, That a sum not exceeding forty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose 
of carrying this act into effect, which sum shall be paid out of unappro
priated monies in the treasury. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the act, entituled "An act 
providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, and for the sale of 
the public lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana," approved 
February the sixteenth,(a) eighteen hundred and eleven, be, and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

CHAP. XLVII. -.lln ./let concerning an act to enable the President of the United 
Stutes, ·under certain continuwcies, to t.::,ke possession of the country lyi11g eust of 
the river Perdido, and suuth of the state of Georgiu amt the Mississippi territory 1 
andf01· otlter purposes, a11d the declaration accompanying the same. (a} 

Be it enacted by t!te Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That this act, and 
the act passed during the present session of Congress, entitled " Ao act 
to enable the President of the United States, under certain contingen
cies, to takt> possession of the country lying east of the river Penlido, 
and south of the state of Georgia and the Missi~sippi terriwry, and for 
other purposes," aud the declaration accompanying the same, be not 
printed or published,. until the eud of the next session of Congress, un
less directed by the President of the United States, any law or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1811. 

RESOLUTION relative to the occupation of the Floridas by the United States of 
.llmerica. 

Taking into view the peculiar situation of Spain, and of her Ameri
can provinces; and considering the influence which the destiny of the 
territory adjoining the southern border of the United States may have 
upon their security, tranquillity, and commerce: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the United States, un
der the peculiar circumstances of the existing crisis, cannot, without 
serious inquietude, see any part of the said territory pass into the hands 
of any foreign power; and that a due regard to their own safety com
pels them to provide, under certain contingencies, for the temporary 
occupation of the said territory; they, at the same time, declare that 
t~e _said territory shall, in their hands, remain subject to future nego
tiation. 

APPROVED, January 15, 1811. 

(a) The act here referred to will be found in Vol. III. p. 471. 
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