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Examination of 4th. The Oommissioners are authorized, hy the said contracting parties, 
claims. to hear and examine on oath, every question relative to the said d~

mands, and to recei;e as worthy of credit all testimony the authfmt1-
citv of which cannot reasonably be doubted. 

Decisions to be 5th. From the decisions of the Commissioners there shall be no appeal; 
final. and the agreement of three of them shall gi~e ~ull force and. effect to 

their decisions as well with respect to the Justice of the claims as to 
.the amount of 'the indemnification which may b~ adjudged to the claim

Payment of ants• the said contracting parties obliging themselves to satisfy the 
awards. said ~wards in specie, without deduction, at the times and places pointed_ 

out, and under the conditions which may be expressed by the Board of 
Commissioners. 

Reserved claims. 6th. It not having been possible for the said Plenipotentiaries to agree 
upon a mode by which the above-mentioned Board of Oommissioners 
should arbitrate the claims originating from the excesses of foreign 
cruizers,. agents, Consuls, or tribunals, in their respective territories, 
which might bo imputable to their two Governments, they have ex
pressly agreed that each Government shall reserve (as it does b:}'. this 
convention) to itself; its subjects or citizens respectively, all the rights 
which they now have, and under which they may hereafter bring for-
ward their claims, at such times as may be most convenient to them. 

7th. The present convention shall have no force or effect until it be 
ratified by the contracting parties, and the ratifications shall be ex
changed as soon as possible. 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

In faith whereof we, the underwritten Plenipotentiaries, have signed 
this convention, and have affixed thereto our respective seals. 

Done at Madrid this 11th day of August, 1802. 
PEDRO CEVALLOS. [L. s.) 
OHARLES PINCK~EY. [L. s.J 

SPAIN, 1819. 

Feb. 22, 1819. TREATY OF AMITY, SETTLEMENT, AND LIMITS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS CATHOLIC MAJESTY, CONCLUDED AT 
WASHINGTON FEBRUARY 22, 1819; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE 
FEBRUARY 24, 1819; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT; RATH'IED BY THE KING 
OF SPAIN OCTOBER 24, 1820; RATIFICATION AGAIN ADVISED BY SENATE 
}'EBRUARY 19, 1821; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT FEBRUARY 2-2, 18'21; RATIFI
CATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON FEBRUARY 22, ltl21; PROCLAIMED 
FEBRUARY 22, 11:!21. 

Treaty of amity, settlement, and limits between the United States of 
.America and His Catholic JJ,fajesty. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and His Oatholic Majesty, desiring to 
ties. consolidate, on a permanent basis, the friendship and good correspond

ence which happily prevails between the two parties, hav.e determined 
to settle and terminate all their differences and pretensions, by a treaty, 
which shall designate, with precision, the limits of their respective bor-

Negotiators. 
dering territories in North America. 

With this intention the President of the United States has furnished 
with their full powers John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the 
said United States; and His Catholic Majesty has appointed the Most 
Excellent Lord Don Luis De Onis! Gonzales, Lopez y Vara, Lord of the 
town of Rayaces, Perpetual Regidor of the Corporation of the city of 
Salamanca, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal American Order of Isa
b_ella the Catholic, decorated_ w~th the Lys of La Vendee, Knight Pen
sioner of the Royal and Dtstmguished Spanish Order of Charles the 
Third, Me~be~ ot: th,e Sup;eme ;A-ssemhl~ of the said Royal Order; of 
the Council of ~,s Oathohc MaJesty; Hts Secretary, with Exercise of 
Decrees, and Hts Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
near the United States of America; • 
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And the said Plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged their powers, 
have agreed upon and concluded the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 
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There shall be a firm and inviolable peace and sincere friendship Peaceandfriend
between the United States and their citizens and His Catholic Ma- ship. 
jesty, bis successors and subjects, without exception of persons or 
places. 

ARTICLE JI. 

His Catholic Majesty ced~s to the United States,"in full property and Cession of the 
sovereignty, all the territories which belong to him, situated to the Florida.a. 
eastward of the Mississippi, known by the name of East and West 
Florida. The adjacent islands dependent on said provinces, all public Islands, &o., in
Jots aml ·squares, vacant lands, public edifices, fortifications, barracks, eluded in cession. 
and other buildings, which are not private property, archives and 
documents, which relate directly to the property and sovereignty of 
said provinces, are included in this article. The said archives and 
documents shall be left in possession of the commissaries or officerl'J of 
the United States, duly authorized to receive them. 

ARTICLE III. 

The boundary line between the two countries, west of the Mississippi, Bonnda r y 1 in e 
Eihall begin on the Gulph of Mexico, at the mouth of the river Sabine, west of the Missis
in the sea, continuing north, along the western bank of that river; to sippi. 
the 32d degree of latitude; thence, by a line due north, to the degree 
oflatitnde where it strikes the Rio Roxo of .Nachitoches, or Red River; 
then following the course of the Rio Roxo westward, to the degree of 
longitude 100 west from London and 23 from W asbington ; then, cross-
ing the said Red River, and running thence, by a line due north, to the 
river Arkansas; thence, following the course of the southern bank of 
the Arkansas, to its source, in latitude 42 north ; and thence, by that 
parallel of latitude, to the South Sea. The whole being as laid down in 
Me1ish's map of the United States, published at Philadelphia, improved 
to the first of January, 1818. But if the source of the Arkansas River 
shall be found to fall north or south of latitude 42, then the line shall 
run from the said source due south or north, as the case may be, till it 
meets the said parallel of latitude 42, and thence, along the said par-
allel, to the South Sea: All the islands in the Sabine, and the said 
Red and Arkansas Rivers, throughout the course thus described, to 
belong to the United States; but the use of the waters, and the nav- use or the sa
igation ~f the Sabine to the sea, and of the said rivers Roxo and hine, Red, and Ar
.Arkansas, throughout the extent of the said boundary, on their re- kansas Riveni. 
spective banks, shall be common to the respective inhabitants of both 
nations. 

The two high contracting parties agree to cede and renounce all their Mutual renunoi
rights, claims, and pretensions, to the ttirritories described by the said ations. 
line, that is to say: The United States hereby cede to His Catholic Ma-
jesty, and renounce forever, all their rights, claims, and pretensions, to 
the territories lying west and south of the above-described line; and, in 
like manner, His Catholic Majesty cedes to the said United States all 
his rights, claims, and pretensfons to any territories east and north of 
the said line, and for himself, his heirs, and successors, renounces all 
claim to the said territories forever. 

ARTICLE IV. 

To fix this line with more precision, and to place the landmarks Commissioner 
which shall designate exactly the limits of both nations, each of the :0~/ th:r;:K~~a:; 
contracting parties shall appoint a Commissioner and a surveyor, who line. 
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shall meet before the termination of one year from the date of the ratifi
cation of this treaty at Nachitoches, on the Red River, ~nd proceed to 
run and mark the said line from the mouth of the Sabrne to the Red 
River and from the Red River to the river Arkansas, and to ascertain 
the la'titude of the source of the said river Arkansas, iu conformity to 
what is auove agreed upon and st,ipulated, and the line of latitude 42, 
to the South Sea: they shall rriake out plans, and keep journals of their 
proceedings, and the result agreed upon by thelllJlhal_l ~e c011si~ered as 
part of this treaty, and shall have t~e sam_e force as 1f 1t were i_nserted 
therein. The two Governments will amwably agree respectmg the 
necessary articles to be furnished to those persons, and also as to their 
respective escorts, should such be tleemed necessary. 

AR'.l.'ICLE V. 

Inhabitants of The inhabitants of the ceded territories shall be secured in the free 
ceded territory. exercise of their religion, without any restriction; and all those who may 

desire to remove to the Spanish dominions shall be permitted to sell or 
export their effects, at any time whatever, without being subject, in 
either case, to duties. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Incorporation in The inhabitants of the territories which His Catholic Majesty cedes 
the Union. to the United States, by this treaty, shall be incorporated in the Union 

of the United States, as soon as may be consistent with the principles 
of the Federal Constitution, and admitted to the enjoyment of all the 
privileges, rights, and immunities of the citizens of the United States. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Spanish troopsto The officers and troops of His Catholic Majesty, in the territories 
be withdrawn. hereby ceded by him to the United States, shall be withdrawn, and pos

session of the places occupied by them shall be given within six months 
after the exchange of the ratifications of this. treat~·, or sooner if possi
ble, by the officers of His Catholic Majesty to the commi&1ioners or offi-. 
cers of the· United States duly appointed to receive them; and the Uni
ted States shall furnish the transports and escort necessary to convey 
the Spanish officers and troops and their baggage to the Havana. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Grants of land All the grants of land made before the 24th of January, 1818, by His 
before January 24, Catholic Majesty, or by his lawful authorities, in the said territories 
1818. ceded by His Majesty to the United States, shall be ratified and con

firmed to the persons in possession of the lands, to the same extent that 
the same grants would be valid if the territories bad remained under 

Compliance with the dominion of His Catholic Majesty. But the owners in possession of 
conditions. • such lands, who, by reason of the recent circumstances of the Spanish 

nation, and the revolutions in Europe, have been prevented from fulfill
ing all the conditions of their grants, shall complete them within the 

. . terms limited !n the sam~, respectively, from the date of this treaty; in 
GrantssmeeJan- default of which the said grants shall be null and void. All grants 

uary 24, 181~· made since the said 24th of January, 1818, when the first proposal on 
ti£~by ~:~~ e :r the part of His Cat,bolic Majesty, for the cession of the Floridas ~as 
Spain,pp.717, 718.J made, are hereby declared and agreed to be null and void. 

ARTICLE IX. 

e1a1ri!uneiation of '.£'.he two hi~~ ~ontracting. parties, ~nimated with the most earnest 
• d~sire of conm)iat1on, and :with the obJect of putting an end to all the 

differences which have existed between them, and of confirming the 
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good understanding which they wish to be forever maintained between 
them, reciprocally renounce all claims for damages or injuries which 
they, themselves, as well as their respective citizens and subjects may 
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have suffered until the time of signing this treaty. ' 
The renunciation of the United States will extend to all the injuries By the United 

mentioned in the convention of the 11th of August, 1802. States. 
2. To all claims on account of 1n:iz~ made by French privateers, 

and condemned by French Consuls, within the territory and jurisdiction 
of Spain. 

3. To all claims of indemnities on account of the susnension of the 
right of deposit at New Orleans in 1802. -

4-. To al! claims of citizens of the United States upon the Government 
of Spain, arising from the. unlawful seizures at sea, and in the ports and 
territories of Spain, or the Spanish colonies. 

5. To all claims of citizens of the United States upon the Spanish 
Governmen~ statements of which, soliciting the interposition of the 
Government of the United St.at.es, have been presented to the Depart
ment of State, or to the Minister of the United States in Spain, since 
the date of the convention of 1802, and until the signature of this 
treaty. 

The renunciation of His Catholic MaJesty extends- By Spain. 
1. To all the injuries mentioned in the convention of the 11th of 

August, 1802. 
2. To the sums which His Catholic Majesty advanced for the return 

of Captain Pike from the Provincias Iuternas. 
3. To all injuries caused by the expedition of Miranda, that was fitted 

out and equipped at New York. 
4. To all claims of' Spanish subjects upon the Government of the 

United Stat-es arizing from unlawful seizures at sea, or within the ports 
and territorial jurisdiction of the United States. 

Finally, to all the claims of subjects of His Catholic Majesty upon the 
Government of the United States in which the interposition of his 
Catholic Majesty's Government bas been solicited, before the dat.e of 
this treaty and since the date of the convention of 1802, or which may 
have been made to the department of foreign affairs of His Majesty, 
or to his Minister in the United States. 

And the high contracting parties, respectively, renounce all claim to By both parties. 
indemnities for any of the recent tlVents or transactions of their respect. 
ive commanders aud officers in the Floridas. 

The United States will cans.e satisfaction to be made for the iujuries Satisfaction for 
if any, which, by process of law, shall be established to have been suf. jnjuries f t;

1 
iutab-

fered by the Spanish officers, and individual Spanish inhabitants, by itanta O ori a. 
the late operations of the American Army in Florida. 

ARTICLE X. 

The convention entered into between the two Governments, on the Convention of 
11th of August, 1802, the ratifications of which were exchanged the Anfi;l 1• 1802• an-
21st December, 1818; is annulled. • n;See;p. 711, 712.] 

ARTICLE XI. 

The United States, exonerating Spain from all demands in future, on l!nit<id S~ates to 
account of the claims of their citizens to which the renunciations herein ~tu~f~ claims of 
contained extend, and considering them entirely cancelled, undertake its citizens. 
to make satisfaction for the same, to an amount not exceeding five mil-
lions of dollars. To ascertain the full amount and validity of those Commisaion to 
claims, a commission, to consist of three Commissioners, citizens of the be appointed. 
United States, shall be appointed by the President, by and with t,he M t· f 
advice and consent of the Senate, which commission shall meet at the miBBi~;~g 

O 
com

city of Washington, and, within the space of three years from the time Dnration ofcom
of their first meeting, shall receive, examine, and decide upon the miBBion. 
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amount and validity of all the c1ai';11s_ included within the descriptio~s 
Oath or affirma- above mentioned. The said Cornm1ss10ners shall take an oath or affir-

tion. mation to be entered on the record of their proceedings, for the faithful 
Vacancies. and diligent discharge of their duties; ~nd, i!l case of ~lie death, sick

ness, or necessary absence of any s~wh O?mm1ss10ner, his pl_ace mar be 
supplied by the appointment, ·as aforesaid, or by the Pr~s1den_t o_t the 
United States during the recess of the Senate, of another Oomm1ss10ner 

Examination of in his stead. 
7
The said Commissioners shall be authorized to hear and 

claims. examiue, on oath, every question relative to the said claims, and to 
receive all suitable authentic testimony concerning the same. And the 

Documents to be Spanish Government shall furnish all such documents and elucidations 
furnished. as may be in their possession, for the adjustment of the said clai11;1s, 

[See treaty of according to the principles of justice, the laws of nations, and the stlp-
1795• PP· 7o4-7n.J ulatidns of the treaty between the two parties of 27th October, 1795; 

the said documents to be specified, when demanded, at the instance of 
the said Oommissioners. 

Payment of -The payment of such claims as may be admitted and adjusted by the 
claims. said Commissioners, or the major part of them, to an amount not exceed-

Limit to amount. ing five millions of dollars, shall be made by the United States, either 
immediately at their Treasury, or by the creation of stock, bearing an 
interest of six per cent. per annum, payable from the proceeds of sales 
ot public lands within the territories hereby ceded to the United States, 
or in such other manner as the Congress of the United States may pre
scribe by law. 

Records of com- The records of the proceedings of the said Commissioners, together 
mission. with the vouchers and documents produced before them, relative to the 

claims to be adjusted and decided upon by them, shall, after the close 
of their transactions, be deposited in the Department of State of the 

Copies to the United States; and copies of them, or any part of them, sllall be fur
Spanish Govern- nished to the Spanish Government, if required, at the demand of the 
ment. Spanish Minister in the United States. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Treaty of 1795 The treaty of limits and navigation, of 1795, remains confirmed in all 
confirmed. and each one of its articles excepting t be 2, 3, 4, 21, and the second clause 

Exceptions. of the 22d article, which having been altered by this treaty, or having 
received their e~tire e:irecution, are no longer valid. 

~eutral fla.g~ov- With respect to the 15th article of the same treaty of friendship, 
ermg en 6 m 168 ' limits, and navigation of 1795, in which it is stipulated that the flag 
pr~trty. 708 ] shall cover the property, the two high contracting parties agree that 

66 
P· • th!s sh~ll ~e so und~rst?Od with respect to those PowerM who recognize 

this prmc1ple; but If either of the two contracting parties shall be at 
war with a thifd. party, and. the other neutral, the flag of the neutral 
shall c_ov~r the property of enemies whose Government acknowledge 
~his prmciple, and not of others. 

Deserters 
V6886ls. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

from Both C?ntr~cting_ parties, wishing to favour their mutual commerce, 
!JY affordmg m their ports every necessary assistance to their respect
ive merchant-vessels, have agreed that the sailors who shall desert from 
their vessels in the ports of the other, shall be arrested and delivered 
up, at the instance of the Consul, who shall prove, nevertheless, that 
the deserters b~longed to th~ vess~ls tha:t claimed. them, exhibiting the 
docu1;0ent t~at Is cus~omary m then• nation: that IS to say, the Ameri
can Consul m a Spamsh port shall exhibit the document known by the 
name of articles,. ~nd the Spanish Consul in American ports the roll of 
the vessel; and If the name of the deserter or deserters who are claimed 
shall appeal' i_n the one or the other, they shaJl be arrested, held in cus
tody, and dehvered to the vessel to which they shall belong. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 

The United States hereby certify that they ham not received any Statement as to 
compensation from Frnnce for the injuries they suffered from her pri\'a- France. 
teers, Consuls, and tribunals on the coasts and in the ports of Spain, 
for the satisfaction of which provision is made hy this treaty; and they 
will present an authentic statement of the prizes made, and of their 
true value, that Spain may avail herself of the same in such manner 
as she may deem just and proper. 

AR'flCLE XV. 

The United States, to give to His Uatholic Majesty a proof of their Pri_vileges ~0 

desire to cement the relations of amity subsisting between the two na- ir:~~8: ;~els Ill 

tions, and to favour the commerce of the su~jects of His Catholic Maj-· • 
esty, agree that Spanish vessels, coming laden only with product.ions 
of Spanish growth or manufactures, directly from the ports of Spain, 
or of her colonies, shall be admitted, for the term of twelve years, to 
the ports of Pensacola and St. Augustine, in the Floridas, without pay-
ing other or higher duties on their cargoes, or of tonnage, than will be 
paid by the vessels of the United States. During the said term no 
other nation shall enjoy the same privileges within the ceded territories. 
The twelve years shall commence three months after the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The present treaty shall be ratified in due form, by the contracting 
parties; and the ratifications shall be exchanged in six months from this 
time, or sooner if possible. • 

In witness whereof we, the nn<lerwritten Plenipotentiaries of the 
United States of America and of His Catholic Majesty, have signed, by 
virtue of our powers, the present treaty of amity, settlement, and limits, 
and have thereunto affixed our f:eals, respectively. 

Done at Washington this twenty-second day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and nineteen. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. [L. s.] 
LUIS DE ONIS. [L. s.J 

Ratification• by His Catholic Majeaty, on the twenty-fourth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 

Ferdinand the Seventh, by the Grace of God and by the constitution 
of the Spanish monarchy, King of the Spaius. 

Whereas on the twent.y-second day of February, of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen last past, a treaty was concluded 
and signed in the city of Washington, between Don Luis de Onis, my 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, and John Quincy 
Adams, Esquire, Secretary of State of the United States of America, 
competently authorized by both parties, consisting of sixteen articles, 
which had for their object the arrangement of differences and of limits 
between both Governments and their respective territories, which are 
of the following form and literal tenor: 

[Here follows the above treaty, word for word.] 

Therefore, having seen and examined the sixteen articles aforesaid, 
and having first obtained the consent and authority of the General Cor
tes of the nation with respect to the cession mentioned and stipulated 
in the 2d anll 3d a1·ticles, I approve and ratify all anq every one of the 

* Translation. 

:i1atifications. 

Signatnree. 

Date. 

Ratification by 
the King of Spain. 
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Grants of 
annulled. 

Signature. 

Date. 
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articles referred to and the clauses which arc contained in them; and, 
in virtue of these presents, I approve and ratify them; promi:,:;ing, on 
the faith and word of a King, to execute and observe _tlwm, and to 
cause them to be executed and observed entirely as if I myself had 
signed them; and that the circumst~uce of ~:wi~g ex?eeded the teri_n of 
six months fixed for the exchange of the rat1ficat10ns 111 the Hith art1elP, 
may afford 'no obstacle in any manner, it is my deliberate will tha~ the 
present ratification be as valid and firm, and produce the same eftt>ct8, 
as if it bad been done within the determined period. Desirous at the same 
time of avoiding any doubt or ambiguity concerning the meaning of the 
8th article of the said treaty, in respect to the date which is pointed out 
in it as the period for the confirmation of the grants of lands in the 
Floridas, made by me, or by the competent authorities in my royal 
name, which point of date was fixed in the posith·e understanding of 

land the three grants of land made in favor of the Duke of Alagon, the Count 
of Punonrostro, and Don Pedro de Vargas, being annulled by it,s tenor, 
I think proper to declare that the said three grants have remained and 
do remain entirely annulled and invalid; and that neither the three 
individuals mentioned, nor those who may have title or interest through 

· them, can avail themselves of the said grants at any time, or in any 
manne,l'; under which explicit declaration the said 8th article is to be 
understood as ratified. In the faith of all which I have commanded to 
despatch these presents. Signed by my band, sealed with my secret 
seal, and countersigned by the underwritten my Secretary of Despatch 
of State. 

Given at Madrid, the twenty-fourth of October, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty. 

FERNANDO. 
EV .A.RISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO. 

[Copies of the grants annnlled by the foregoing treaty will be fonnd in United States 
Statutes at Large, Yolnme 8, pp. 267-273.] 

SPAIN, 1834. 

Feb.17, 1834. CONVENTION WITH SPAIN FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS, CON
CLUDED AT MADRID ~'EBRUARY 17, 1834; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY 
SENATE MAY 13, 1834; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT; RATIFICATIONS EX
CHANGED AT MADRID AUGUST 141 1834; PROCLAIMED NOVEMBER 11 1834. 

Convention for t1ie settlement of Claims between the United States of America 
and Her Oatlwlic Majesty. 

Contracting par- The Government of the United States of America and Her Majesty 
ties. the Queen Regent, Governess of Spain during the minority of her 

august daughter, Her Catholick Majesty Donna Ysabel the :>,d, from a 
desire of adjus_ting by a definitive arrangem~ut the claims preferred by 
each party agamst the other, and thus removmg all grounds of disagree
ment,. as als? of stre?gtheni?g the ties of friendship and good nnder
standmg which happlly subsist between the two nations, have appointed 
for this purpose, as their r~spective Plenipotentiaries, namely: 

Negotiatol'II. The President of the Umted States, Cornelius P. Van Ness a citizen 
of the said States, and their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni
potentiary near Her Catholick Majesty Donna Ysabel the 2d • and Her 
Majesty the Queen Regent, in the name and behalf of Her' Catholick 
Majesty Donna Ysabel the 2d, His Excellency Don Jose de Heredia 
Knight Grand Cross of the Royal American Order of Ysabel the Catho~ 
lick, one of Her Majesty's Supreme Council of Finance ex-Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, and President of' the 
Royal Junta of AJ)peals of Credits against F1·ance· 

Who, after hay-ing _excha~ged their respectiv; full powers, have 
agreed upon the tollowmg articles : • 




