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April 5-17, 1824. 

Contracting par 
tie3. 

Negotiators. 

PUBLIO TREATIES. 

RUSSIA. 

RUSSIA, 1824. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS 
MAJESTY THE EMPEROR 01!' RUSSIA, RELATIVE TO NAVIGATION, FISH
ING, &c., IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN, CONCLUDED AT ST. PETERSBURG 
APRIL 5-17, 1824; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE JANUARY 5, 1825; 
RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT JANUARY 7, 1825; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED 
AT WASHINGTON :JANUARY 11, 1825; PROCLAIMED JANUARY 12, 1825. 

Convention between the United States of America and Russia.* 

In tho name of the Most Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 
The President of the United States of America and His Majesty the 

Emperor of all the Russias, wishing_ to cement the bonds of amity which 
unite them, and to secure between them the invariable maintenance of 
a perfect concord, by means of the present convention, have named as 
their Plenipotentiaries to this effect, to wit: 

The President of the United States of America, Henry Middleton, a 
citizen of said States, and their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary near His Imperial Majesty; and His Majesty the Em
peror of all the Russias, his beloved and faithful Charles Robert Count 
of Nesselrode, actual Privy Counsellor, Member of the Council of State, 
Secretary of State directing the administration of Foreign Affairs, actual 
Chamberlain, Knight Qf the Order of St. Alexander Nevsky, Grand 
Cross of the Order of' St. Wladimir of the first class, Knight of' that of' 
tho White Eagle of Poland, Grand Cross of the Order of St. Stephen 
of' Hungary, Knight of the Orders of the Holy Ghost and of St. Michael, 
and Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor of France, Knight Grand 
Cross of the Orders of the Black and of the Red Eagle of Prussia, of 
the Annunciation of Sardinia, of Charles III of Spain, of St. Ferdinand 
and of Merit of Naples, of the Elephant of Denmark, of the Polar Star 
of Sweden, of the Crown of Wiirtemberg, of' the Guelphsof' Hanover, of 
the Belgic Lion, of Fidelity of Baden, and of St. Constantine of Parma; 
and Pierre de Poletica, actual Counsellor of State, Knight of the Order 
of St. Anne· of the first class, and Grand Cross of the Order of St. 
Wladimir of tbe second ; 

Who, after having exchanged their full powers, found in good and 
doe form, have agreed upon and signed the following stipulations : 

ARTICLE I. 

Na".igation and It is ~greed that, in any part of the Great. Ocean: commonly called 
fi~heries of the Pa- the Pacific Ocean, or South Sea, the respective citizens or subjects of 
cific. t~e hig_h cont~act~ng Po~ers s~all be ~either disturbed nor restrained, 

either m nav1g~t10n o~ m fishmg, or m the power of resorting to the 
coasts, upon pomts which may not already have been occupied, for the 
purpose of trading with the natives, saving always the restrictions and 
conditions determined by the following articles. 

Illicit trade. 

AR'.l'ICLE II. 

Wi~h a view of preventing the rights of navigation and of fishing 
e~erc1sed np~n the Great Ocean by the citizens and subjects of the 
high contractmg Powers from becoming the pretext for an illicit trade, 

• Translation from the original, which is in the French language. 
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it is agreed that the citizens of the United States shall not resort to 
a~y point where there is a Russian establishment, without U1e permis
a10n of ~he governor or oom~ander; and that, reciprocally, the subjects 
of Ru~1a shall not resort, without permission, to any establishment of 
the Umted States upon the Northwest coast. 

AR'rICLE III. 
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It ~s. moreover ag~ that, hereafter, there shall not be formed by Establishruen t 8 
the 01t1zens of the Umted States, or unrler the authority of the said on the northwest 
States, any establishment upon the Northwest coast of America nor in coast of America. 
any of the islands adjacent, to the north of fifty-four degrees and forty [See convention 
minutes of north latitude; and that, in the same manner, there shall be ~ 3 \
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none formed by Russian subjects, or under the authority of Russia, • 
south of the same parallel. 

AR'J'IOLE IV. 

It is, nevertheless, understood that duriug a term of ten years, Na~igation of 
counting from the signature of the present convention, the ships of both Intermr seas. 
Powers, or which belong to their citizens or subjects respectively, may 
reciprocally frequent, without any hindrance whatever, the interior seas, 
gulfs, harbors, and creeks, upqn the coast mentioned in the preceding 
article, for the purpose of fishing and trading with the natives of the 
country. 

ARTICLE V. 

All spirituous liquors, fire-arms, other arms, powder, and munitions Articllll!exceptod 
of war of every kind, are always excepted from this same commerce from thu com
permitted by the preceding article; and the two Powers engage, recip- merce. 
rocally, neither to sell, nor suffer them to be sold, to the natives by their 
respective citizens and subjects, nor by any person who may be under 
their authority. It is likewise stipulated that this restriction shall never 
afford a pretext, nor be advanced, in any case, to authorize either search 
or detention of the vessels, seizure of the merchandize, or, in fine, any 
measures of constraint whatever towards the merchants or the crews 
who may carry on this commerce; the high contracting Powers recipro-
cally reserving to themselves to determine upon the penalties to be in-
curred, and to inflict the. punishments in case of the contravention of 
this article by their respective citizens or subjects. 

ARTICLE VI. 

When this convention shall have been duly ratified by the President Ratifications. 
ofthe United States, with the advice and consent of the Senate, on the 
one part, and, on the other, by His Majesty the ~mpero~ of all the 
Rnssias, the ratifications shall be exchanged at W asbm·gton m the space 
of ten months from the date below, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof th-e respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this Signatures. 
convention, and thereto affixed the seal~ of their arms. 

Done at St. Petersburg the 17-5 April, of the year of Grace one thou- Date. 
sand eight hundred and twent:v-fou:r. 

HENRY MIDDLETON. [L. s.] 
Le Comte CHARLES DE NESSELRODE. fL. • s.] 

PIERRE DE POLETIOA. [L. s. j 
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RUSSIA, 1832. 

Dec.6-18, 1832. TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION, AND SEPARATE ARTICLES, 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY THE 
EMPEROR OF RUSSIA CONCLUDED AT ST. PETERSBURG DECEMBER ti-18, 
1832 • RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE FEBRUARY 27, Ie3;1; R,\TIFIED 
BY i>RESIDENT APRIL 8, 1833; RATIFICATIONS BX CHANGED A'l' W ASII
INGTON MAY 11, 1833; PROCLAIMED MAY 11, 1833. 

Treaty with Russia. 

In the name of the most Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 
Contracting par- The United States of .America and His lfajesty the Emperor of all 

ties. the Russias, equally animated with the desire of maintaining the rela
tions of good understanding which have hitherto so happily subsisted 
between their respective States, and of extending and consolidating the 
commercial intercourse between them, have agreed to enter into nego
tiations for the conclusion of a treaty of navigation and commerce; for 

liegotiators. 
which purpose the President of the United States bas conferred full 
powers on James Buchanan, their .Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary near Bis Imperial Majesty; and His Majesty the Em-
peror of all the Russias has conferred like powers on the Sieur Charles 
Robert Count de Nesselrode, his Vice Chancellor, Knight of the ~>rders 
of Russia, and of many others, &c.; 

And the said Plenipotentiaries, having exchanged their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have concluded and signed the following 
articles: 

AR'l'ICLE I. 

Freedom of There shall be between the territories of the high contracting parties 
commerce and a reciprocal liberty of commerce and navigation. The inhabitants of 
navigation. their respective States shall mutually have liberty to enter the ports, 

places, and rivers of the territories of each party wherever foreign com
merce is permitted. They shall be at liberty to sojourn and reside in 
all parts whatsoever of said territories, in order to attend to their af
fairs; and they shall enjoy, to that effect, the same security and pro
tection as natives of the country wherein they reside, on condition of 
their submitting to the laws and ordinances there prevailing, and par
ticularly to the regulations in force concerning commerce. 

ARTICLE II. 

v es s e 1 s upon Russian vessels arriving either laden or in ballast in the ports of the 
equal footing. United States of America, and reciprocally vessels of the United Sta,tes 

arriving either laden or in ballast in the ports of the Empire of Russia-, 
shall be treated, on their entrance, during their stay, and at their de
parture, upon the same footing as national vessels coming from the 
same place, with respect to the duties of tonnage. In regard to light
house duties, pilotage, and port charges, as well as to the fees and per
quisites of public officers, and all other duties and charges, of whatever 
kind or denomination, levied upon vessels of commerce, in the name or 
to the. profit of the Government, the local authorities, or of any private 
establishments whatsoever, the high contracting parties shall recipro
cally treat each other upon the footing of the most favored nations with 
wh<?m they have not treaties now actually in force, regulating the said 
duties and charges on the basis of an entire reciprocity. 

ARTICLE III. 

E_ qua 1 _it y of All ki~d of mer~handise and articles of commerce, which may be 
duties on import.&. l~wfully imported mto the ports of the Empire of Russia in Rus

sian vessels, may also be so imported in vessels of the United States of 
America., without paying other or higher duties or charges, of whatever 
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kind or denominationt l_evied in the name or to the profit of the Govern
ment,_ the local authorities, o~ of any p~ivate establishments whatsoever, 
than if _the san_ie merchandise or articles of commerce bad been im
ported I? Russian vessels. A!!d, reciprocally, all kind of merchandise 
and articles of _commerce, which may be lawfully imported into the 
ports of the-Umted States of America in vPssels of the said States 
~~y also ~e so imported in Russian vessels, without paying other o; 
higher duties or charges, of whatever kind or denomination, levied in 
the name or to the profit of the Government, the local authorities or 
o~ any priyate establishments whatsoever, than if the same merchan
dise or articles of commerce had been imported in vessels of the United 
States of America. • 

ARTICLE IV. 
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I_t is understood_ that the stipulations contained in the two preceding _Applicability of 
articles are to their full extent applicable to Russian vessels and their stipulatwns. 
cargoes arriving in the ports of the United States of America, and recip-
rocally to vessels of the said States and their cargoes arriving in the 
ports of the Empire of Russia, whether the said vessels clear directly 
from the ports of the country to which they respectively belong or from 
the ports of any other forejgn country. 

ARTICLE V. 

All kind of merchandise and articles of commerce, which may be law- Equality in ex
fully exported from the ports of the United States of America in national portations. 
vessels, may also be exported therefrom in Russian vessels wit,hout pay. 
ing other or higher duties or charges, of whatever kind or denomination, 
levied in the name or to the profit of the Government, the local authori-
ties, or of any private establishments whatsoever, than if the same mer-
chandise or articles of commerce had been exported in vessels of the 
United States of America. And, reciprocally, all kind of merchandise 
and articles of commerce, which may be lawfully exported from the 
ports of the Empire of Russia in national vessels, may also be exported 
therefrom in vessels of the United States of America, without paying 
other or higher duties or charges, of whatever kind or denomination, 
levied in the name or to the profit of the Government, the local author-
ities, or of any private establishments whatsoever, than if the same mer-
chandise or articles of commerce bad bet1n exported in Russian vessels. 

ARTICLE Vl. 

Nohigherorotberduties shall be imposed on the importation into Equality of 
the United States of any article the produce or manufacture of Russia, duti~s on produce 
and no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the importation into of mth8r country. 
the Empire of Russia of any article the produce or_ manu~acture_ of the 
United States, than are or shall be payable on the hke article bemg the . 
produce or manufacture of any other foreign country. Nor shall any tr~q~ahty of pro
prohibition he imposed on the importation or exportation of any article I itiona. 
the produce or manufacture of the United States or of Russia, to or fr?m 
the ports. of the United States, or to or from the ports of the Russian 
Empire, which shall not equally extend to all other nation~. 

ARTIOLE VII. 

It is expressly understood that the precedi~g arti?les _II, III,. IV, V, Coasting trade. 
and VI, shall not be applicable to the c~astw1se na".igation ?f mther of 
the two •countries which each of the high contractmg parties reserves 
exclusively to itself. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

Consular officers. The two contracting parties shall have the liberty of havin_g-in_ their 
respective ports Consuls, Vice-Cons?-ls, Agents, a~d. Commissaries, of 
their own appointment, who shall enJoy the same privileges and powers 
as those of the most favored nations; but if any such Consul shall ex
ercise commerce they shall be submitted to the same laws and usages 
to which the private individuals of their nation are submitted, iu the 
same place. 

Settlement of The Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Commercial Agents shall have the 
disputes between right, as such, to sit as judges and arbitrators in such differences as may 
mast ers au d crews. arise between the captains and crews of the vessels belonging to the 

nation whose interests are committed to their charge, without tl.te inter
ference of the local authorities, unless the conduct of the crews or of 
the captain should disturb the order or the tranquillity of the country, 
or the said Consuls, Vice-Consuls, or Commercial Agents should reqnire 
their assistance to cause their decisions to be carried into effect or 
supported. It is, however, understood that this species of judgment 
or arbitration shall not deprive the contending parties of the right 
they have to resort, on their return, to the judicial authority of their 
country. • 

neserters from 
vessels. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The said Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Commercial Agents are author
ized to require the assistance of the local authorities, for the search, 
arrest, detention and imprisonment of the deserters from the ships of 
war and merchant vessels of their country. For this purpose they shall 
apply to the competent tribunals, judges aml officers, and shall in writing 
demand said deserters, proving, by the exhibition of the registers of 
the vessels, the rolls of the crews, or by other official documents, that 
such individuals formed part of the crews; and this reclamation being 
thus substantiated, the surrender shall not be refused. 

Such des__erters, when arrested, shall be placed at the disposal of the 
said Consuls, Vice-Consuls, or Commercial Agents, and may be con
fined in the puulic prisons, at the request and cost of those who shall 
claim them, in order to be detained until the time when they shall be 
restoi:ed to tbe vessels to which they belong, or sent back to their own 
country by a vessel of the same nation or a·ny other vessel whatsoever. 
But if not sent back within four months from tile day of their arrest, 
they shall be set at liberty, and shall not be again arrested for the same 
cause. 

However, if the deserter should be found to ha-ve committed any 
crime or offence, his surrender may be delayed until the tribunal before 
which his case shall be depending shall ha-i;•e pronounced its sentence, 
and such sentence shall have been carried into effect. 

AR'.1.'ICLE X. 

~isposal and in- The citizens and subjects of each of the high contracting parties shall 
her1\"nce 0! per- have power to dispose of their personal goods within the jurisdiction of 
sona proper Y· the other, by testament, donation, or otherwise, and their representa

ti~es, being citizens or subjects of the other party, shall succeed to their 
smd pe~sonal goods, ~hether by testament or ab intestato, and may take 
posse~s1on thereof, either by themselves, or by others acting for them, 
and dispose of the same at will, paying to the profit of the respective 
Gover~ments such dues only as the inhabitants of the country wherein 
the said goods are shall be subject to pay in like cases. And in case of 
the absence of the representatives, such care shall be taken of the said 
~00?-s as would I?e taken of the goods of a native of the same country 
m hke case, until the Ia.wful owner may take measures for receiving 
the_m. .And if a _question should arise among several claimants as to 
winch of them said goods belong, the same shall be decided finally by 
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the laws ail(l judges of the land ":herein the said gootlsare. And where, Heirs to real 
on the death_ of any person holdrng real estate, witbjn the territorie.; of estate. 
one of the h1gh contracting parties, such real estate would by the Jaws· 
of the land .descend on a citizen or subject of the other party who lJv 
reaso_n of ahenage may be incapable of holding it, he shall be' allowed 
the time fixed by !he laws of the country ; and in case the laws of the 
country actually m force may not have fixed any such time, he shall 
then be allowed a reasonable time to sell such real estate. and to witli-
draw and export the proceeds withoq.t molestation, and wJ.thout paying 
to the_profit o~ the _respective Governments any other dues than those 
to wh1ch the mhab1tanb;i of the country wherein said real estate is sit-
uated shall be subject to pay in like cases. But this article shall not 
derog:lte in any manneL' from 1:he force of the laws already published, 
or which. may hereafter be pnb~ishe~, by His Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias, to prevent the emigrat10n of his subjects. 

ARTICLE XI. 

If either party shall hereafter grant to any other nation any particu- Favors granted 
lar favor in navigation or commerce, it shall immediatel.v become com- to other nations to 
mon to the other party, freely, where it is freely granted to such other become common. 
nation, or on yielding the same compensation, when the grant is con-
ditional. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The present treaty, of which the effect shall extend in like manner Duration. of 
to the Kingdom of Poland, so far as the same may be applicable thereto, :ept); dextension 
shall continue in force until the first day of January, in the year of our •0 au • 
Lord·one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and if, one year be-
fore that day, one of the high contracting parties shall not have an-
nounced to the other, by an official notification, its intention to arrest 
the operation thereof, this treaty shall remain obligatory one year be-
yond that day, and so on until the expiration of the year which shall 
commence after the date of a similar notification. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

The present treat,y shall be approved and ratified by the President of Ratifications. 
the_ United States of America, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate of the said States, and by His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, and the ratifications shall be exchanged in the city of Wash-
ington within the space of one year, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the Signatures. 
present treaty in duplicate, and affixed thereto the seal of their arms. 
Done at St. Petersburg the .,,t,'!'.,h December, in the year of Grace one Date. 
thousand eight hundred and thh·ty-two. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. [L. s.] 
CHARLES COMTE DE NESSELRODE. [L. s.J 

SEPARATE ARTICLE. Dec. 6-18, 11332. 

Certain relations of proximity and anterior engagements having ren~ . Special stipula
dered it necessary for the Imperial Government to regulate the com mer- tions. 
cial relations of Russia with Prussia and the Kingdoms of Sweden and 
Norway by special stipulations, now actually in force, and which may 
be renewed hereafter; which stipulations are in n~ manner connected 
with the existing regulations for foreign commerce i~ general: ~he two 
high contracting partieH, wishing t-0 remove from t~e1r commermal rela-
tions every kind of ambiguity or subject of discuss10n, have 3:greetl that. 
tbe special stipulations granted to the commerce of Prussia, and of 
Sweden and Norway, in consideration of equivalent all vantages granted 
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in these countries, by the one to the commerce of the Kingdom of Po
land, and by the other to that of the Grand Dutchy of Finland, shall ~ot, 
in any case, be invoked in favor of the relation~ of com1~1erce and naviga
tion sanctioned between the two high contractmg parties by the present 
~~ . 

Effect of article. The present separate article shall have the same force and value as 1f 
it were inserted, word for word, in the treaty signed this day, and shall 
be ratified at the same time. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

July 22, 1854. 

In faith whereof we, the undersigned, by virtue of our respective full 
powers, have signed the present separate article, and affixed thereto the 
seals of our arms. 

Done at St. Petersburg the .,,h;:~':,,h of December, in the year of Grace 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. [L. s.l 
CHARLES COMTE DE NESSELRODE. lL, s.) 

RUSSIA, 1854. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND ms l\fA.J-
ESTY THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA, RELATIVE TO THE RIGHTS OF NEUTRALS 
AT SEA, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTON JULY 22. ltl54; RATIFICATION AD
VISED BY SENATE JULY 25, 1854; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT AUGUST 12, 
1854; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON OCTOBER :n, 1854 ; 
PROCLAIMED NOVEMHER 1, 1854. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and His Majesty the Emperor of all 
ties. the Russias, equally animated with a desire to maintain, an<l to pre

serve from all harm, the relations of good understanding which have at 
all times so happily subsisted between themselves, as also between the 
inhabitants of their respective States, have mutually agreed to perpet
uate, by means of a formal convention, the principles of the tight of 
neutrals at sea, which they recognize as indispensable conditions of all 

Negotiators. freedom of navigation and maritime trade. ]!'or this purpose the Presi
dent of the United States has conferred full powers on William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States; and His Majesty the Emperor 
of all the Russias has conferred like powers on Mr. Edwartl de Stoeckl, 
Counsellor of State,Knight of the Orders of Ste. Anne of the 2d class, of 
St. Stanislas of the 4th class, and of the Iron Crown of Austria of the 
3d class, His Majesty's Charge d' Affaires near the Government of the 
United States of America; • 

And said Plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged their full !lowers, 
found in good and due form, have conclude<l and signed the following 
articles: 

AR'l'ICLE I. 

Principles recog- Th(I two high contracting parties recognize as permanent and immnt-
nizcd. able the following principles, to wit: 

Hights of ucu- 1st. TIJat free ships make free goods; that is to say, that the effects 
trnlM at sea. or goods belonging to subjects or citizens of a Power or State at war are 

free from capture and confiscation when found on board of neutral ves
sels, witlJ the exception of articles contraband of war. 

Ril!htsofueutral 2d. That the property of neutrals on boar<l an enemy's vessel is not 
property on ene- subject to confiscation, unless the same be contraband of war. The.r 
my's vessel. engage to apply these principles to the commerce an<l navigation of all 

such Powers and States as shall consent to adopt them on their part as 
permanent and immutable. 

ARTICLE II. 

Ul~rior nnclcr- The two high contracting parties reserve themselves to come to an 
atandrng reserved. ulterior understanding as circumstances rna,y require, with regar<l to the 

application an<l extension to be given, if there be a11y cause for it, to the 
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principles l~id down in th4:: 1st a!fiicle. But they declare from this time 
that they will t.ake the stipulations contained in said article 1st as a 
rule1 whenever it shall become a question to judge of the rights of neu
trahty. 

ARTICLE III. 
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It is agree<l by the high contracting parties that all nations which Acceasiontoprin
sball or may consent to accede to the rules of the first article of this con- oiples by other na
venti?n, by a for~a.l declaration stipulating to observe them, shall enjoy tions. 
the rights resultmg from such accestdon as they shall be enjoyed and 
observed by the two Powers signing this convention. They shall mu-
tually communicate to each other the results of the steps which may be 
taken on the subject. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The present ~nvention shall be approved and ratified by the Presi- Ratifications. 
dent of the Umted .States of America, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate of said States, and by His Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias, and the ratifications of the same shall be 
exchanged at Washington, within the period of ten months, counting 
from this day, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the Signatures. 
present convention in duplicate, and thereto affixed the seal of their 
arms. 

Done at Washington the twenty-second day of July, the year of Dato. 
Grace, 1854. 

W. L. MARCY. fL. s.J 
EDOUARD STOEOKL. L, s.) 

RUSSIA, 1867. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS March 30, 1867. 
MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA, FOR THE CESSION OF THE RUS
SIAN POSSESSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA 'l'O THE UNITED STATES, CON
CLUDED AT WASHINGTON MARCH 30, 1867; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY 
SENATE APRIL 9, 1867; RATIFIED ~y PRESIDENT MAY 28, 1867; RATIFI
CATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON JUNE 20, 1867; PROCLAIMED 
JUNE 20, 1867. 

The United States 'of America and His Majesty the Emperor of all . Controoting par
the Russias, being desirous of strengthening, if possible, thfl good ties. 
understanding which exists between them, have, for that purpose, 
appointed as their Plflnipotentiaries, the President of the United States, Negotiators. 
William H. Seward, Secretary of State; and His Majesty the Emperor 
of all the Russias, the Privy Counsellor Edward de Stoeckl, his Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States; 

And the said Plenipotentiaries, having exchanged their full power8, 
which were found to be in due form, have agreed upon and signed the 
following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

His Maje8ty the Emperor of all the Russias agrees to cede to the_ CeBBion of .~rri
United States by this convention, immediately upon the exchange of tory nnd<lommwu. 
the ratificatioJ8 thereof, all the territory and dominion now possessecl 
by hi8 said Majesty on the continent of America. and in the adjace~t 
islands, the same being contained within the geographical limits herem 
set forth, to wit: The eastern limit is the line of demarcation between Bonni la~ i o s of 
the Russian and the British possessions in North America, as_estab- ceded territory. 
lished by the convention between Russia and Great Bri~ain,of Fe1?rua~y 
28-16, 1825, and described in Articles III and IV of said conventrnn, m 
the following terms: . . . 

"Com mcncing from the southernmost pomt of the t81and called Prmce 
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of Wales Island, which point lies in the parallel of 54 degrees 40 min
utes north latitude and betweer, the 131st and 133d degree of we,;t 
longitude, (meridia1; of Greenwich,) the said line shall ascend to the 
north along the channel called Portland Channel? as far as ~he point of 
the continent where it strikes the 56th degree of north latitude; from 
this last-mentioned point, the line of demarcation shall follow the su_m
mit of the mountains situated parallel to the coast, as far as the pomt 
of intersection of the 141st degree of west longitude, (of the same me
ridian;) and finally, from the said point of intersection, the said merid
ian line of the 141st degree, in its prolongation as far as the Frozen 
Ocean. . 

"IV. With reference to the line of demarcation laid down in the pre
ceding article, it is understood-

" 1st. That the island called Prince of Wales Island shall belong 
wholly to Russia," (now, by this cession to the United States.) 

'' 2d. That whenever the summit of the mountains which extend in a 
direction parallel to the coast from the 56th degree of north latitude to 
the point of intersection of the 141st degree of west longitude shall prove 
to be at the distance of more than ten marine leagues from the ocean, 
the limit between the British possessions and the line of coast which is 
to belong to. Russia as above mentioned, (that is to say, the limit to the 
possessions ceded by this convention,} shall be formed by a line parallel 
to the winding of the coast, and which shall never exceed the distance 
of ten marine leagues therefrom." 

The western limit within which the territories and dominion con
veyed are contained passes through a point in Behring's Straits on the 
parallel of sixty-five degrees thirty minutes north latitude, at its inter
section by the meridian which passes midway between the islands of 
Krusenstern or Ignalook, and the island of R,atmanoff, or Noonarbook, 
and proceeds due north without limitation, into the same Frozen Ocean. 
The same western limit, beginning at the same initial point, proceeds 
thence in a course nearly south~est, through Behring's Straits and 
Behring's Sea, so as to pass midway between the northwest point of 
the island of St. Lawrence and the southeast point of Cape Chou
kotski, to the meridian of one hundred and seventy-two west lon
gitude; thence, from the intersection of that meridian, in a south
westerly direction, so as to pass mid way between the island of Attou 
and the Copper Island of the Kormandorski couplet or group, in the 
North Pacific Ocean, to the meridian of one hundred and ninety-three 
degrees west l,:mgitude, so as to include in the territory conveyed the 
"'hole of the Aleutian Islands east of that meridian. 

AR'l'ICLE II. 

Property in- In the cession of territory and dominion made by the preceding article 
eluded in cession. are included the right of property in all public lots and squares, vacant 

lands, and all public buildings, fortifications, barracks, and other edifices 
which are not private individual property. It is, however, understood 
and agreed, that -the churches which have-been built in the ceded terri
tory by the Russian Government, shall remain the property of such 
members of the Greek Oriental Church resident in the territory as may 
choose to worship therein .. Any Government archives, papers, and doc
uments relative to the territory and dominion aforesaid, which may now 
be existing there, will be left in the possession of the agent of the Uni tell 
States; but an authenticated copy of such of them as may be required, 
will be, at all times, given by the United States to the Russian Govern
ment, or to such Russian officers or subjects as they may apply for. 

ARTICLE ur. 
Rights of inhab- The inhabitants of the ceded territory, according to their choice, 

i~ants iu ceded ter- reserving their natural allegiance, may return to ftussia within three 
ritory. years; but if they should prefer to remain in the ceded territory, they, 
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wi~b the exception of_ uncivilized native tribes, shall be admitted to the Admission to 
enJ?yment of all the rights, ad,·antages, and immunities of citizens of th(l citizenship. 
Umted Stat~s, ~nd shall be maintained a~~ protected in the free enjoy-
m~nt of th_e1r hberty, property, and rehgwn. The uncivilized tribes Uncivilized tribes. 
will b~ sn.bJec~ to such ll!'W8 and regulations as the United States may 
from time to time adopt m regard to aboriginal tribes of that country. 

ARTICLE IV. 

~is Majesty, the Emperor of all the Russias shall appoint, with con- Delivery of ceded 
v:em~nt despa~c~, an agent or agents for the purpose of formally de- property. 
ln-ermg to a sumlar agent or agents, appointed 011 behalf of the United 
States, th~ territory, dominion, property, depeudencies, and appurte-
nances which are c~ded as a.hove, and for doing any other act which 
may be necessary m regard thereto. But the cession, with the right 
of immediate possession, is nevertheless to be deemed complete and 
absolute on the exchange of ratifications, without waiting for such 
formal delivery. 

AR'l.'ICLE V. 

Immediately after the exchange of the. ratifications of this conven- Delivery of mili
tion, any fortifications or military posts which may be in the ceded tary posts. 
territory shall be delivered to the agent of the United States, and any Russian troops to 
Russian troops whtch may be in the territory shall be withdrawn as be withdrawn. 
soon as may be reasonably and conveniently practicable. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In consideration of the cession aforesaid, the United States agree to b slr~ :e paid 
pay at the Treasury in Washington, within ten months after the ex- Y m tates. 
change of the ratifications of this convention, to the diplomatic repre-
8entative or other agent of His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 
duly authorized to receive the same, seven million two hundred thou- . 
sand dollars in gold. The cession of territory and dominion herein made 9eded b te~tory 
is hereby declared to be free and unincumbered by any reservations, uurncum ere • 
privileges, franchises, grants, or possessions, by any associated com-
panies, whether corporate or incorporate, Russian or any othet, or by 
any parties, except merely private individual property-holders; and the f~nveyance ab
cession hereby made conveys all the rights, franchises, and privileges 80 

n e. 
now belonging to Russia in the said territory or dominion, and appur-
tenances thereto. 

ARTICLE VII. 

When this convention shall have been duly ratified by the President 
of the United States by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
on the one part, and: on the other, by His Majesty the E_mperor o_f ~ll 
the Russias the ratifications shall be exchanged at Wasluugton w1thm 
three months from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
convention and thereto affixed the seals of their arms. 

Done at Washington the thirtieth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven. . 

WILLIAM H. SEW ARD. [L. s.] 
• EDOUARD DE STOEOKL. [L. s.] 

RS IV-43 

Ratifications, 

Signatures. 

Date. 
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January 27, 1868. 

Preamble. 

Negotiators. 

PUBLIC TREATIES. 

R.CJSSIA, 18G8. 

ARTICLE RESPECTING TRADE-MARKS, ADDITIONAL TO THE TREATY OF 
NAVIGATION AND COMMERCE OF DECEMBER 6-18, 1832, BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES m' AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF 
RUSSIA, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTON JANUARY 27, 18o8; RATIFICATION 
ADVISED BY SENATE JULY 25, 1868; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT AUGUST 
14, 186f<; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT ST. PETERSBURG- SEPTEMBER 
21, 1868; PROCLAIMED OCTOBER 15, 1868. 

The United States of America aud His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, deeming it advisable that there should be an additional article 
to the treaty of commerce between them of the -fir December, 1832, 
have for tllis purpose named as their Plenipotentiaries, the President 
of the United States, William H. Seward, Secretary of State, and His 
Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, the Privy Councillor, Edward 
de Stoeckl, accredited as his Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni
potentiary to the United States; 

And the· said Plenipotentiaries, after an examination of their re
spective full powers, which were found to be in good and due form, 
have agreed to and signed the following 

ADDITIONAL AR'l'IOLE, 

Pro t e o tion of The high contracting parties, desiring to secure complete and efficient 
trade-marb. protection to the manufacturing industry of their re8pective citizens and 

subjects, agree that any counterfeiting in one of the two countries of the 
trade-marks affixed in the other on merchandize, to show it.s origin and 
quality, shall be strictly prohibited and repressed, and shall give ground 
for an action of damages in favor of the injured party, to be prosecuted 
in the courts of the country in which the counterfeit shal1 be proven. 

Trade.mark 8 The trade-marks in which the citizens or subjects of one of the two 
where to be d~ countries may wish to secure the right of property in the other,- must be 
potiited. lodged exclusively, to wit, the marks of eitizens of the United States 

in the Department of Manufactures and Inland Commerce at St. Peters
burg, and the marks of Russian subjects at the Patent-Office in Wash
ington. 

Termination of This additional article shall be terminable by either party, pursuant to 
Article. the twelfth article of the treaty to which it is an addition. It shall be 

ratified by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Dato. 

Senate of the United States, and by His Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias, and the respective ratifications of the same shall be ex
chan~ell at St. Petersburg within nine months from the date hereof, or 
sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have sigued the 
present additional article in duplicate, and affixed thereto the seal of 
their arms. 

Done at Washington the twenty-seventh day of January, in the year 
of Grace one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. [L. s.] 
EDOUAH.D DI~ STOECKL. lL. s.] 
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