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CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS
MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA, RELATIVE TO NAVIGATION, FISH-
ING, &c., IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN, CONCLUDED AT ST. PETERSBURG
APRIL 5-17, 1824; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE JANUARY 5, 1825;
RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT JANUARY 7, 1825; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED
AT WASHINGTON JANUARY 11, 1825; PROCLAIMED JANUARY 12, 1825.

Convention between the United States of America and Russia.*

In the name of the Most Holy and Indivisible Trinity.

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty the
Emperor of all the Russias, wishing to cement the bonds of amity which
unite them, and to secure between them the invariable maintenance of
a perfect concord, by means of the present convention, have named as
their Plenipotentiaries to this effect, to wit:

The President of the United States of America, Henry Middleton, a
citizen of said States, and their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary near His Imperial Majesty; and His Majesty the Em-
peror of all the Russias, his beloved and faithful Charles Robert Count
of Nesselrode, actual Privy Counsellor, Member of the Council of State,
Secretary of State directing the administration of Foreign Affairs, actual
Chamberlain, Knight of the Order of St. Alexander Nevsky, Grand
Cross of the Order of St. Wladimir of the first class, Knight of that of
the White Eagle of Poland, Grand Cross of the Order of St. Stephen
of Hungary, Knight of the Orders of the Holy Ghost and of St. Michael,
and Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor of France, Knight Grand
Cross of the Orders of the Black and of the Red Eagle of Prussia, of
the Annunciation of Sardinia, of Charles III of Spain, of St. Ferdinand
and of Merit of Naples, of the Elephant of Denmark, of the Polar Star
of Sweden, of the Crown of Wiirtemberg, of the Guelphs of Hanover, of
the Belgic Lion, of Fidelity of Baden, and of St. Constantine of Parma;
and Pierre de Poletica, actual Counsellor of State, Knight of the Order
of 8t. Anne- of the first class, and Grand Cross of the Order of St.
Wiladimir of the second ;

Who, after having exchanged their full powers, found in good and
due form, have agreed upon and signed the following stipulations :

ARTICLE I.

It is agreed that, in any part of the Great Ocean, commonly called
the Pacific Ocean, or South Sea, the respective citizens or subjects of
the high contracting Powers shall be neither disturbed nor restrained,
either in navigation or in fishing, or in the power of resorting to the
coasts, upon points which may not already have been oceupied, for the
purpose of trading with the natives, saving always the restrictions and
conditions determined by the following articles.

ArmioLE 1I.

Wiph a view of preventing the rights of navigation and of fishing
exercised npon the Great Ocean by the citizens and subjects of the
high contracting Powers from becoming the pretext for an illicit trade,

* Translation from the original, which is in the French language.
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it is agreed that the citizens of the United States shall not resort to
any point where there is & Russian establishment, without the permis-
sion of the governor or commander ; and that, reciproeally, the subjects
of Russia shall not resort, without permission, to any establishment of
the United States upon the Nortbwest coast.

ARTICLE III.

It is moreover agreed that, hereafter, there shall not be formed by
the citizens of the United States, or under the authority of the said
States, any establishment upon the Northwest coast of America, nor in
any of the islands adjacent, to the north of fifty-four degrees and forty
minutes of north latitude; and that, in the same manner, there shall be
none formed by Russian subjects, or under the authority of Russia,
south of the same parallel.

ARTMOLE IV,

It is, nevertheless, understood that during a term of ten years,
counting from the signature of the preseut convention, the ships of both
Powers, or which belong to their citizens or subjects respectively, may
reciprocally frequent, without any hindrance whatever, the interior seas,
gults, harbors, and creeks, upon the coast mentioned in the preceding
article, for the purpose of fishing and trading with the natives of the
country.

ARTICLE V.

All spirituous liquors, fire-arms, other arms, powder, and munitions
of war of every kind, are always excepted from this same commerce
permitted by the preceding article; and the two Powers engage, recip-
rocally, neither to sell, nor suffer them to be sold, to the natives by their
respective citizens and subjects, nor by any person who may be under
their anthority. Itis likewise stipulated that this restriction shall never
afford a pretext, nor be advanced, in any case, to authorize either search
or detention of the vessels, seizure of the merchandize, or, in fine, any
measures of constraint whatever towards the merchants or the crews
who may carry ou this commerce; the high contracting Powers recipro-
cally reserving to themselves to determine upon the penalties to be in-
cuarred, and to inflict the punishments in case of the contravention of
this article by their respective citizens or subjects.

ARTIOLE VI.

When this convention shall have been duly ratified by the President
of the United States, with the advice and consent of the Senate, on the
one part, and, on the other, by His Majesty the Emperor of all the
Russias; the ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington in the space
of ten months from the date below, or sooner if possible. ) .

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed tbhis
conveution, and thereto affixed the seals of their arms.

Done at St. Petersburg the 17-5 April, of the year of Grace one thou-
sand eight hundred and twenty-four.

HENRY MIDDLETON. [L. s.]
Le Comte CHARLES DE NESSELRODE. |[L.‘S.
PIERRE DE POLETICA. L. 8.)
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