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TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY THE SHAH QF PERSIA, CONCLUDED
AT CONSTANTINOPLE DECEMBER 13, 1856; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY
SENATE MARCH 10, 1857; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT MARCH 12, 1857;
RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT CONSTANTINOPLE JUNE 13, 1857; PRO-
CLAIMED AUGUST 18, 1857.

In the name of God, the clement and the merciful.

The President of the United States of North Awmerica, and His Majesty
as exalted as the planet Saturn; the Sovereign to whom the sun serves
as a standard ; whose splendor and magnificence aré equal to that of
the skies; the Sublime Sovereign, the Monarch whose armies are as
numerous as the stars; whose greatness calls to mind that of Jeinshid;
whose maguificence equals that of Darins; the heir of the erown and
throne of the Kayanians; the Sublime Emperor of all Persia; being
both equally and sincerely desirous of establishing relations of friend-
ship between the two Governments, which they wish to strengthen by
a treaty of friendship and commerce reciprocally advantageous and
useful to the citizens and subjects of the two high contracting parties,
have for this purpose named for their Plenipotentiaries:

The President of the United States of North America, Carroll Spence,
Minister Resideat of the United States near the Sublime Porte; and
His Majesty the Emperor of all Persia, His Excellency Emin ul Molk
Farrukh Khan, Ambassador of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, deco-
rated with the portrait of the Shah, with the great cordon blue, and
bearer of the girdle of diamonds, &c., &c., &c., &c.

And the said Plenipotentiaries, having exchanged their full powers,
which were found to be in proper and due form, have agreed upon the
following articles :

ARTICLE I.

There shall be hereafter a sincere and constant good understanding
between the Government and citizens of the United States of North
America and the Persian Empire and all Persian subjects.

ARTICLE IL

The Ambassadors or Diplomatic Agents whom it may please either of
the two high contracting parties to send and maintain near the other
shall be received and treated, they and all those composing their mis-
sions, a8 the Ambassadors and Diplomatic Agents of the most favored
nations are received and treated in the two respective countries ; and
they shall enjoy there, in all respects, the same prerogatives and immu-
nities.

ArTICLE IIL

The citizens and subjects of the two high contracting parties—travel-
lers, merchants, manufactarers, and others—who may reside in the
territory of either country, shall be respected and efficiently protected
by the aunthorities of the country and their agents, and treated in all
respects as the subjects and citizens of the most favored nation are
treated.
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PUBLIC TREATIES.

They may reciprocally bring, by land or by sea, into either country,
and export from it, all kinds of merchandise and products, and_sell,
exchange, or buy, and transport them to all places in the territories of
either of the high contracting parties. It being, however, undertood
that the merchants of either nation who shall engage in the internal
commerce of either country shall be governed, in respect tosuch com-
merce, by the laws of the country in which such commerce is carried on;
and in case either of the high contracting Powers shall hereafter grant
other priviledges concerning such internal commerce to the citizens or
subjects of other Governments, the same shall be equally granted to the
merchants of either nation engaged in such internal commerce within
the territories of the other.

ARTICLE IV,

The merchandise imported or exported by the respective citizens or
subjects of the two high contracting parties shall not pay in either
country, on their arrival or departure, other duties than those which
are charged in either of the countries on the merchandise or products
imported or exported by the merchants and subjects of the most favored
nation, and no exceptional tax, under suny name or pretext whatever,
shall be collected on them in either of the two countries.

ARTICLE V.

All sunits and disputes arising in Persia between Persian subjects and
citizens of the United States shall be carried before the Persian tribu-
nal to which such matters are usually referred at the place where a
Consul or Agentof the United States may reside, and shall be discussed
and decided according to equity, in the presence of an employé of the
Consal or Agent of the United States.

All suits and disputes which may arise in the Empire of Persia be-
tween citizens of the United States shall be referred entirely for trial
and for adjudication to the Consul or Agent of the United States resid-
ing in the province wherein such suits and disputes may have arisen, or
in the province nearest to it, who shall decide them aceording to the
laws of the United States.

All snits and disputes occurring in Persia between the citizens of the
United States and the subjects of other foreign Powers, shall be tried
and ?djudicated by the intermediation of their respective Consuls or
agents.

In the United States, Persian subjects, in all disputes arising between
themselves, or between them and citizens of the United States or for-
eigners, shall be judged according to the rules adopted in the United
States respecting the subjects of the most favored nation.

Persian subjects residing in the United States, and citizens of the
United States residing in Persia, shall, when charged with criminal
offences, be tried and judged in Persia and the United States in the
same manner as are the subjects and citizens of the most favored nation
residing in either of the above-mentioned countries.

ARTICLE VI.

In case of a citizen or subject of either of the contracting parties dy-
ing within the territories of the other, his effects shall be delivered up
integrally to the family or partners in business of the deceased ; and in
case he has no relations or partners, his effects in either country shall
be delivered up to the Consul or agent of the nation of which the de-
ceased was a subject or citizen, so that he may dispose of them in
accordance with the laws of his country.
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ARTICLE VII.

For the protection of their citizens or subjects, and their commerce
respectively, and in order to facilitate good and equitable relations be-
tween the citizens and subjects of the two countries, the two high ¢on-
tracting parties reserve the right to maintain a Diplomatic Agent at
either seat of government, and to name each three Consuls in either
country ; those of the United States shall reside at Teheran, Bender,
Bushir, and Tauris; those of Persia, at Washington, New York, and
New Orleans.

The Consuls of the high contracting parties shall reciprocally enjoy
in the territories of the other, where their residences shall be estab-
lished, the respect, priviledges, and immunities granted in either country
to the Consuls of the most favored nation.

The Diplomatic Agent or Consuls of the United States shall not pro-
tect, secretly or publicly, the subjects of the Persian Government, and
they shall never suffgr a departure from the principles here laid down
and agreed to by mutnal consent.

And it is further understood, that if any of those Consuls shall engage
in trade, they shall be subjected to the same laws and usages to which
private individuals of their nation engaged in commmercial pursunitsin the
same place are subjected. .

And it is also understood by the high contracting parties, that the
Diplomatic and Consular Agents of the United States shall not employ a
greater number of domestics than is allowed by treaty to those of Russia
residing in Persia.

ABTICLE VIIL

And the high contracting parties agree that the present treaty of
friendship and commerce, cemented by the sincere good feeling and the
confidence which exists between the Governments of the United States
and Persia, shall be in force for the term of ten years from the exchange
of its ratification ; and if, before the expiration of the first ten years,
neither of the high contracting parties shall have announced, by official
notification to the other, its intention to arrest the operation of said
treaty, it shall remain binding for one year beyond that time, and so on
until the expiration of twelve months, which will follow a similar
notification, whatever the time may be at which it may take place; and
the Plenipotentiaries of the two high contracting parties further agree
to exchange the ratifications of their respective governments at Constan-
tinople in the space of six months, or earlier if practicable.

In faith of which the respective Plenipotentiaries of the two high con-
tracting parties have signed the present treaty, and have attached their
seals to it.

Done in daplicate in Persian and English, the thirteenth day of Decem-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, and of the Hijéreh the
fifteenth day of the moon of Rebiul Sany one thousand two hundred
and seventy-three, at Constantinople.

CARROLL SPENCE. [L., s.}
EMIN UL MOLK FARRUKH KHAN. [L. s.
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