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General convention of friendsh4p, commerce, and extradition between the 
United States of .America and the Orange Free State. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and the Orange Free State, equally 
ties. animated by the desire to draw more closely the bonds of friendship 

which so happily exist between the two republics, as well as to augment, 
by all the means at their disposal, the commercial intercourse of their 
respective citizens, have mutually resolved to conclude a general con­
vention of friendship, commerce, and extradition. 

Negotiators. For this purpose they have appointed as their plenipotentiaries, to 
wit: The President of the United .States, Willard W. Edgcomb, special 
agent of the United States, and their consul at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and the President of the Orange Free State, Friedrich Kaufman Bohne, 
gov. secty., who, after a communication of their respective full powers, 
have agreed to the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Reciprocal equal- The citizens of the United States of America and the citizens of the 
ity of citizens. Orange Free State shall be admitted and treated upon a footing of 

reciprocal equality in the two countries, where such admission and 
treatment shall not conflict with the constitutional or legal provisions 
of the contracting parties. No pecuniary or other more burdensome 
condition shall be imposed upon them than upon the citizens of the 
country where they reside, nor any condition whatever to which the 
latter shall not be subject. 

Not to include The foregoing privileges, however, shall not extend to the enjoyment 
political rights. of political 1·ights. 

ARTICLE. II. 

Exemption from Th"e citizens of one of the two countries residing or established in the 
military service. other shall be free from personal military service; but they shall be 

liable to the pecuniary or other contributions which may be required, 
by way of compensation, from citizens of the country where they reside, 

Imposts. 

Agreement 
C886 of war. 

who are exempt from the said service. . 
No higher impost, under whatever name, shall be exacted from the 

citizens of one of the two countries residing or established in the other 
than shall be _levi~d upon citizens of. the country in which they reside, 
nor any contribution whatever to which the latter shall not be liable. , 

in In case of w3:r, or of the seizure or occupation of property for public 
purposes, the citizens of one of the two countries residing or established 
m the other _shall _be placed upon an equal footing with the citizens of 
the country m which they reside with respect to indemnities for dam­
ages they mas htwe sustained. 
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ARTICLE III. 

~e citizens o! each one of the contracting 11arties shall have power Disposal and in­
to dispose of thetr personal property within the jurisdiction of the other her1tance of per­
by sale, testament, donation, -or in any other manner and their heirs' sonal property. 
whether by testament or ab intestato, or their success~rs, being citizen~ 
of the other party, shall succeed to the said property or inherit it and 
ther may take possession th~reof, either by themselves or by others 
actmg for ~hem; they may <l1spose of the same as they may think 
proper, payrng no other charges than those to which the inhabitants of 
the country wherein the said property is situated shall be liable to pav 
in a similar case. In the absence of such heir, heirs, or other successors, 
the same care shall be taken by the authorities for the preservation of 
the property that would be taken for the preservation of the property 
of a native of the same country, until the lawful proprietor shall have 
had time to take measures for possessing himself of the same. 

But in case real estate situated within the territories of one of the Heirs to real es­
contracting parties should fall t-0 a citizen of the other party, who, on tate. 
account of his being an alien, could not be permitted to hold such prop-
erty, there shall be accorded to the said heir or other successor such 
term as the laws will permit to sell such property; he shall be at liberty 
at all times to withdraw and export the proceeds thereof without diffi-
culty, and without paying to the government any other charges than 
those which, in a similar case, would be paid by an inhabitant of the 
country in which the real estate may be situated. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Any controversy which may arise among the claimants to the prop- Decision of con­
erty of a decedent shall be decided according to the laws an<l by the troversies. 
judges of the country in which the property may be situated. • 

ARTICLE V. 
The contracting Jlarties give to each other the privilege of having 

each in their respective States, consuls and viee-consuls of their own 
appointment, who shall enjoy the same privileges as those of the most 
favored nation. 

But before any consul or vice-consul shall act as such, he shall, in 
the ordinary form, be approved by the government of the country in 
wbic:h bis functions are to be discharged. 

In their private and business transactions, consuls and vice-consuls, 
shall be submitted to the same laws and usages as private individuals, 
citizens of the place in which they reside. 

It is hereby understood that in case of offence against the laws, by a 
consul or vice-consul, the government from which [he received] his 
exequatur may withdraw the same, send him away from the country, or 
have him punished in conformity with the laws, assigning to the other 
government its reason for so doing. 

The archives and papers belonging to the consulates shall be inviolate, 
and under no pretext whatever shall any magistrate or other function­
ary im1pect, seize, or in any way interfere with them. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Consular officers. 

Exequaturs. 

Inviolahility of 
archives. 

Neither of the contracting parties shall impose any higl1er or other . Equality of du­
dut.ies upon the importation, exportation, or transit of the natural or ties. 
industrial products ·of the other, than are or shall be payable upon the 
like articles being the produce of any other country. 

ARTICLE VII. 
Each of the contracting parties hereby eng~ges n?t to gran~ any Favors g:antcd 

favor in commerce to any nation which shall not immediately be enJoyed tbo 0ther nations to 
ecome common. 

by the other party. 
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.ARTICLE VIII. 

Extradition of The United States of America and the Orange Free State, on requi-
crimiuals. sitions made in their name through the medium of their respecti\·e 

diplomatic or consular agents, shall deliver up to justice persons who, 
being charged with the crimes enumerated in the following article, com­
mitted within the jurisdiction of the requiring party, shall se~k as,yltun, 

Evicleuceofcrim- or shall be found within the territories of the other: Provided, That 
inality. this shall be done only when the fa.ct of the commission of the crime 

shall be so established as to justify their apprehension and commitment 
for trial if the crime bad been committed in the country where the per­
son so accused· shall he found. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Crimcsforwhich Persons shall be delivered up according to the provisions of this con­
a .. livery may be ,entiou who shall be charged with any of the following crimes, to wit: 
made. Murder, (including assassination, parricide, infanticide, and poisoning;) 

attempt to commit murder; rape; forgery, or_ the emission of forged 
papers; arson; robbery, wi$ violence, intimlid]ation, or forcible entry 
of an inhabited house; piracy ; embezzlement by public officers, or by 
persons hired or salaried, to the detriment of their employers, when 
these crimes are subject to infamous punishment. 

Surrender, 
made. 

ARTICLE X. 

how The surrender shall be made by executives of the contracting 1mrties 
respectively. 

ARTIOLE XI. 

Expense of de- The expense of detention and delivery effected pursuant to the pre­
tent,ion and deli v- ceding articles shall be at the cost of the party making the demand. 
ery. 

ARTIOLE XII. 

Political offenses, The provisions of the a.foregoing articles relating to the surrender of 
&c., not inclo de<l. fugitive criminals shall not apply to offences committed before the date 

hereof, nor to those of a. political character. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Duration of coo- The present convention is concluded for the period of ten years from 
vention. the da.y of the exchange of the ratifications ; and if, one year before the 

expiration of that period, neither of the contracting parties shall have 
announced, by an official notification, its intention to the other to arrest 
the operations of the said convention, it shall continue binding for 
twelve months longer, and so on from year to year until the expiration 
of the twelve months which will follow a similar declaration; whatever 
the time at which it may take place. 

Ratification. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

This convention shall be submitted on both sides to the approval and 
ratification of the respective competent a.utllorities, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as circumstanoes shall 
admit. 

In faith whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
above articles, and have thereunto affixed their seals. 

Done in quadruplicate at Bloemfonten this 22d day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight humlred and seventy-one. 

W.W. EDGCOMB. [sEAL.1 
F. K. BOHNE. (SEAL.] 
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