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PUBLJC TREATI.l!:S. 

NICARAGUA. 

NICARAGUA, 1867. 

June 21, 1867. TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE, AND NAVIGATION, WITH NICARA· 
------• GUA, CONCLUDED AT MANAGUA JUNE 21, 1867; RATIFICATIO~ ADVISED 

BY SENATE JANUARY 20, I8fl8; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT FEBRUARY 7, 
1868; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT CITY OF GRANADA JUNE 20, 186:,; 
PROCLAIMED AUGUST 13, 1868. 

Treaty _of friendship, commerce, and navigation, between the United States 
of .America and the Republic of Nicaragua. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and the Republic of Nicaragua, desir-
ties. ing to maintain and to improve the good understanding and the friendly 

relations which now happily exist between them, to promote the com
merce of their citizens, and to make some mutual arrangement with 
respect to a communication between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by 
the river San Juan and either or both the lakes of Nicaragua and Mana
gua, or by any other route through the Territories of Nicaragua, have 
agreed, for this purpose, to conclude a treaty of friendship, commerce, 
and navigation, and have accordingly named as their respective Plenipo-
tentiaries, that i8 to say.: • 

Negotiators. The President of ,he United States, Andrew B. Dickinson, Minister 
Resident and Extraordinary to Nicaragua; and Bis Excellency the 
President of the Republic of Nicaragua, Senor Licenciado Don Tomas 
Ayon, Minister of Foreign Relations: 

Who, after communicating to each other their full powers, found in 
due and proper form, have agreed upon the following articles : 

AR·rxcu: I. 

Peace and friend- There shall be perpetual amity between the United States and their 
&hip. citizens on the one part, and the Government of the Republic of Nica

ragua and its citizens of the other. 

AR'.rIOLE II. 

Freedom of oom- There shall be between a11 the territories of the United States and the 
merce. territories of the Republic of Nicaragua a reciprocal freedom of com

merce. The subjects and citizens of the two countries, respectively; 
shall have full liberty freely and securely to come with their ships and 
cargoes to all places, ports, and rivers in the territories aforesaid, to 
which other foreigners are or may be permitted to come, to enter into. 
the same, and to remain and reside in any part thereof, respectively ; 
a-lso to hire and occupy houses and warehouses for the purposes of their 
&Jommerce; and generally the merchants and traders of each natbn, 
respectively, shall enjoy the most complete protection and security for 
their commerce, subject always to the laws and statutes of the two 

Ships of warand countries, respectively. In like manner the respective ships of war and 
post-office packets. post-office packets of the two countries shall have liberty freely and 

securely to come to all harbors, rivers, and places to which other foreign 
ships of war and packets are or may be permitted to come, to enter the 
same, to anchor, and to remain there and refit, subject always to the 
laws and statutes of the two countries, respectively. 

Coastin~ trade. By the right of entering places, ports, and rivers, mentioned in this 
article, the privilege of carrying on the coasting trade is not undel'stood; 
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io which trade national vessels only of the country where the tracle is 
carried on are permitted to eng-age. • 

ARTICLE III. 
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It being the intention of the two high contractin"' parties to bind Fil.vors granted 
tbemseh·es by the two precedino- articles to treat :ach other on the to other nations 
footing of the mo~t _fa,·ored _natio;s, it is hereby agreed betweim them to become common. 
that any favor, pr1nlege, or immunity whatever in matters of commerce 
and na\"'igation, which either contracting party'has actually granted or 
may grant hereafter, to the subjects or citizens of an:v other State shall 
be ex!ended t? the su~jects_ or ~iti_zens of tile other contracting party; 
gratmtonsl_y, if the concess10n rn favor of that other nation shall have 
been gratui~ons, or iu return for a compensation, as nearly as possible 
~fa proport1011ate value and effect, to be adjusted by mutual agreement, 
if the concession shall have been conditional. 

ARTICLE IV. 

No higher or other duties shall be imposed on the importation into Equality of du
the t~rritories of the United States of any article being the growth, ti~. on products 
JffOduce, or manufacture ot the Uepublic of Nicaragua, and no lligher or ot either country. 
other duties shall be imposed on the importation into the territories of 
the Republic of Nicaragua of any article being the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the United States, than are or shall be payable upon t,he 
like articles being the growth, produce, or manufacture of any other 
foreign country; nor shall any other or higher duties or charges be im-
posed in the Territories of either of the high contracting parties on the 
exportation, of any articles to the Territories of the other Lban such as 
are or may be payable on the exportation of the like articles to any other . 
foreign country; nor shall any prohibition be imposed upon the importa- . ~q~ahty of pro
tion or exportation of any articles the growth, produce, or manufacture hilntions. 
of the territories of the lJniood States or the Republic of Nicaragua to 
or from the said territories of the United States, or to or from the Re-
public of Nicaragua, which shall not equally extend to all other nations. 

ARTICLE V. 

No higher or other duties or payments on account of tonnage, of light Tonnage duties, 
or harbor dues, or pilotage, of salvage in case of either damage or ship- &o. 
wreck, or on account of any local charges, shall be imposed in any of 
the ports of Nicaragua on vessels of tbe United States than those pay-
able by Nicaraguan vessels, nor in any of the ports of the United States 
011 Nicaraguan vessels than shall be payable in the same ports on vessels 
of the United States. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The same duties shall be paid on the importation int.o the territories Imp~rts and ex
of tlie Republic of Nicaragua of any articles being the growth, produce, ~~ m ~essels of 
or manufacture of the territ.ories of the U nired States, whether such eit er par Y• 
importation shall be made in Nicaraguan vessels or in the vessels of 
the United States; and the same duties shall be paid on the importation 
into t.he territories of the United States of any article being the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the Republic of Nicaragua, whether such 
importation sba1l be µiade in Nicaraguan or United States vessels. Tile 
same duties shall be paid, and the same bounties and drawbacks allowed, 
on the exportation to the Hepublic of Nicaragua, of any article, being the 
growth, produce or manufacture of tile territories of the United States, 
whether such exportation shall be made in Nicaraguan or United State.i 
vessels; and the same duties.shall be paid, and the same bounties and 
drawbacks allowed. on the exportation of any articles, 1.,eing the growtll, 
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produce or manufacture of the Republic of Nicaragua to the territories 
of the U~ited States whether such exportation shall !Je made in the 
vessels of the United States or of Nicaragua. 

AR'.l'ICLE VII. 

Privileges ofres- All merchants, commanclers of shipi,i, and otb_ers,. citizens of the Un_ited 
idente. States shall have full libe1·ty in all the territories of the Repubhc of 

Nicar;gna to manage their own affairs themselves, as permitted by the 
laws, or to commit them to the management of whomsoever they _please, 
as broker, factor, agent, or interpret.~r; nor shall they be obliged to 
employ any other persons in those capacities than those emp~oyed by 
Nicaraguans nor to pay them any other salary or remunerat10n than 
such as is p~id in like cases by Nicaraguan citizens; and ab~olut_e free
dom shall be allowed in all cases to the buyer and seller to bargam aml 
fix the price of any goods, wares, or merchandise imported into ur _ex
ported from the Republic of Nicarag'ua as they shall see good, observmg 
the laws and established customs of the country. 

The same privileges shall be enjoyed in the territories of the United 
States by the citizens of the Republic of Nicaragua under the same 
conditions. 

Access to courts. The citizens of the high contracting parties shall reciprocally receive 
and enjoy full and perfect protection for their persons and property, and 
shall have free and open access to the courts .of justice in said 
countries, respectively, for the prosecution and defence of their just 
rights; and they shall be at liberty to employ, in all.cases, advocates, 
attorneys, or agents, of whatsoever description, whom they may think 
proper; and they shall enjoy, in,this respect, the same rights and privi
leges therein as native citizens. 

ART.ICLE VIII. 

PersunaJ proper- In whatever relates to the police of the ports, the lading and unlading 
ty. of ships, the safety of merchandise, goods, and effects, the snccessiou 

to personal estates, by will or otherwise, and the disposal of personal 
P' operty of every sort and denomination by sale, donation, exchange, 
testament, or any other manner whatsoever, as also,the administration 
of justice, the citizens of the two high contracting parties shall recipro
cally enjoy the same privileges, liberties, and rights as native citizens; 
and they shall not be charged in any of these respects with any higher 
imposts or duties than those which are or may be paid by native citi
zens, submitting, of co.urse, to the local laws and regulations of each 
country, respectively. . 

Re11l estate. The foregoing provisions shall be applicable to real estate situated 
within the States of the American Union, or within the Republic of Nic
aragua, in which foreigners shall be entitled to hold or inherit real estate.• 
But in case real estate situated within the territories of one of the con
tracting parties should fall to a citizen of the other party, who, on account 
of hi'!'! being an alien, could not be permitted to hold such property in 
the State in which it may be situated, there shall be accorded to the 
said heir, or other successor, such time as the laws of the State will per
mit to sell such property. He shall be at liberty, at all times, to with
dra~ and export the proceeds thereof without difficulty, and without 
pay1ug to the Government any other charges than those which would 
be paid by an inhabitant of the country in which the real estate may be 
situated. 

Estates of <l c- _If any citizen of the two high contracting parties shall die without a 
ceased persons. will or 'testament in any of the territories of the other, the Minister or 

Consul, or other Diplomatic Agent of the nation to which the ·deceased 
bt:longed, (or the representative of such l\1iuister or Consul, or oth!;!r 
Diplomatic Agent, in case of absence,) shall liave the right to nominate 
curators to take cllarge of the property of the deceased, so far as the 



NICARAGUA, 1867. 

laws_ of the country will l)(;r~it, for the benefit of the lawful heirs and 
cred1to_~ of the deceased, g1vrng proper notice of such nomination to the 
authonties of the country. 

ARTICLE IX . 
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. 1. The c_itizens of t~e _l}ni!ed States_residing in Nicaragua, or the cit- Intermarriage. 
1zens o~ Nicaragua res1dmg m the Umted States, may intermarry with 
the natives of the country; hold and pos~ess, by purchase, marriage, or Possession of 
des~nt, any estate, re~l or personal, w!thout thereby changing their property. 
nat10nal character, subJect to the laws which now exist or may be enactecl 
in this respect. 

2. The citizens of the United States residents in the Republic of Nie- Exemption from 
aragua, and the citizens of Nicaragua residents in the United States, military aerv i oe, 
shall be exempted from all forced or compulsory military_service what- &o. 
soever, by la~d ?r sea; from all contributions of war, military exactions, 
forced loans m time-of war ; but they shall be obliged, in the same man-
ner as the citizens of each nation, to pay lawful taxes, municipal and 
other modes of imposts, and ordinary charges, loans, 11nd contributions 
in time of peace, (as the citizens of the country are liable,) in just pro-
portion to the property owned. 

3. Nor shall the property of either, of any kind, be taken for any pub- Property not to 
lie object without full and just compensation to be paid in advance; be taken _without 
and compeusat1on. 

4. The citizens of the two high contracting parties shall have the Freedom of trav
unlimited right to go to any part of the territories of the other, and in el and intercourse. 
all cases enjoy the ·same security as the natives of the country where 
they reside, with the condition that they duly observe the laws and 
ordinances. 

A:KTICLE X. 

It shall be free for each of the two high contracting parties to appoint Consuls. 
Consuls for the protection of trade, t-0 reside in any of the territories of 
the other party. But before any Consul shall act as such, he shall, in 
the usual form, be approved and admitted by the Government to which 
he is sent; and either of the high contracting parties may except from 
the residence of Consuls such particular places as they judge fit to be 
excepted. 

The Diplomatic Agents of Nicaragua. and Consuls shall enjoy in the Privi)-eges of di• 
territories of the United States whatever privileges, exemptions, and pl~matrn fg en ts 
immunities are or shall be allowed to the agents of the same rank an consu s. 
belonging to the most favored nations; and in the like manner the 
Diplomatic Agents and Consuls of the United States in Nicaragua shall 
enjoy, according to the strictest reciprocity, whatever privileges, exemp-
tions, and immunities are or may be granted in the Republic of Nicara-
gua to the Diplomatic Agents and Consuls of the most favored nations. 

ARTICLE XI. 

For the better securitv of commerce between the citizens of the United Rights of resi
States and the citizens -of Nicaragua, it is agreed, that if at any time dents in case of 
any interruption of friendly intercourse, or any rupture, should unfor- war. 
tunately take place between the two high contracting parties, the 
citizens of either, who may be within the territories of the other, shall, 
if residing on the coast, be allowed six months, and if in the interior,. 
a whole year, to wind up their accoubts, and dispose of their property; 
and a safe-conduct shall be given to them to embark at any port they 
themselves mav select. Even in case of rupture, all such citizens of 
either of the high contracting partie~, who are established in any of tho 
territories of the other, in trade or other employment, shall have the 
privilege of remaining and of continuing such trade or employment, 
without any manner of interruption, in the full enjoyment of liberty 
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and property, so long as they behave peaceably, and commit no o~e~ce 
against the Jaws; a~d their goods and effects, ?f whaten>r ~les:r!ptwn 
they may be, whether in their own custody, or rntrnsted to 1?d1nduals 
or to the State shall not be liable to seizure or sequestratwn, nor to 
any other charg~s or demands ~ban those wh!ch ~;~y oe m~ue upon the 
like effects or property oelongmg to the natJVe c1t1zens ot the country 
in which such citizens may reside. In the same case, debts between 
individuals, property in public funds, and shares of companies, shall 
never be confiscated, nor detained, nor sequestered. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Protection of the The citizens of the United States and the citizens of the Repn blie of 
Government. Nicaragua, respectively, residing in any of the territories of the ot1:ier 

party, shall eIJ.ioy in their houses, persons, anu property, the protectwn 
of the Government, and shall continue in possession of the guarantees 

R r . !"be t which they now enjoy. They shall not be disturbed, molested, or an-
e ,gwns I r Y· noyed in any manner on account of their religious belief, nor in the 

proper exercise of their religion, agreeably to the system of tolerance 
established in the territories of the high contracting parties; provided 
they respect the religion of the nation in which they reside, as well as 
the constitution, laws, and customs of the country. 

Rights of burial. Liberty shall also be granted to bury the citizens of either of the two 
high contracting parties, who may die in the territories aforesaid, in 
burial-places of their own. which in the same manner may be freely 
established and maintained; nor shall the funerals or sepulchres of the 
dead be disturbed in any way or upon any account. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Ve88els seeking Whenever a citizen of either of the contracting parties shall be forced 
refuge. to seek refuge or asylum in the rivers, bays, ports, or dominions of the 

other with theit· vessels, whether merchant or war, public or private, 
through stress of weather, pursuit of pirates or enemies, or want of 
provisions or water, they shall be received and treated with humanity, 
and given all favor and protection for repairing their vessels, procuring 
provisions, and placing themselves in all r~pects in a condition to con• 
tinue their voyage without obstacle of any kind. 

Right of transit 
between Atlantfo 
and Pacific Oceans. 

[See Article 
XVIII.] 

ARTICLE XIV. 

The Republic of Nica.ragua hereby grants to the United States, and 
to their citizens and property, the right of transit between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans through the territory of tha~ Republic, on any route 
of communication, natural or artificial, whether by land or by water, 
which may now or hereafter exist or be constructed under tl_Je authority . 
of Nicaragua, to be used and enjoyed in the same manner and upon 
equal terms by both Republics and their respective citizens; the Repub-
lic of Nicaragua, however, reserving its rights of sovereignty over the 
same. 

ARTIOLE XV. 

Nentrality 
rontes to 
guaranteed. 

of_ The United States hereby agree to extend their protection to an such 
be routes of comm'unication as aforesaid, and to guarantee the neutrality 

aud innocent use of the same. They also agree to employ their influ
ence with other nations . to induce· them to guarantee such neutrality 
and protection. 

Freo ports. And the Republic of Nicaragua, on its part, undertakes to establish 
one free port at each extremity of one of the aforesaid routes of com-
111uuication between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. At these ports 
no tonnage or other duties shall be imposed Of' levied by the Govern-
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ment of Nica_r-t\gua on ~he vesse~s. of the United States, or on any effects 
or mercbamhse belonging to citizens or subjects of the United States 
~r upon ~be vessels or ~ff'ects of any other ~ountry intended, bona fide: 
i?r tra~si~ across the ~1d r?u~t_es of commnmcation, and not for consump-
tio~ w1thm the_ ~pubh~ of li:icaragna. Tbe United States shall also be Conveyance Of 
at hberty, on givmg notice to the Government or authorities of Nicara- troops. 
go.a, t~ carry _troops an~ m_nnitions of war in their own vessels, or 
otherwise, t-0 either of said tree ports, and shall be entitled t-0 their 
conveyance bet•.~een them without. obstruction by said Government or 
liUtborities, and without any charges or tolls ·whatever for their trans-
portation on either of said routes; provided said troops and munitions 
of war are not intended to be employed against Central American 
nations friendly to Nicaragua. .And no higher or other.charges or tolls Tolls. 
shall he imposed on the conveyance or transit of persons and property 
of citizens or subjects of the United States, or of any other country, 
across the said routes of communication, than are or may be imposed 
on the persons and property of citizens of Nicaragua . 

.Aml the Republic of Nicaragua concedes the right of the Postmaster- Closed mails. 
General of the United States to enter int,o contracts with any individ
uals or companies t-0 transport the mails of the Unite« States along the 
said routes of communication, or along any other routes across the 
Isthmus, in its discretion, in closed bags, the contents of which may not 
be intended for distribution within the said Republic, free from tbe im
position of all taxes or duties by the Government of Nicaragua; but this 
liberty is not to be conskued so as to permit such individuals or com
panies, by virtue of this right to t1ansport the mails, to carry also pas
sengers or freight. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The Republic of Nicaragua agrees that, should it become necessary Protection of 
at any time to employ militar;;- forces for the security and protection of transit rontes. 
personR and property passing o,·er any of the routes aforesaid, it will 
employ the requisite force for t;bat purpose; bot upon failure to do thiR 
from any cause whatever, the Government of tbe United States may, 
with the consent, or at the request of the Government of Nicaragua, or 
of the Minister thereof at Washington, or of the competent legally ap-
pointed local authorities, civil or military, employ such force for this 
and for DQ other purpose; and when, in the opinion of the Governmebt 
of Nicaragua, the necessity ceases, such force shall be immediately 
withdrawn. 

In the exceptional case, however, of unforeseen or imminent danger 
to the lives or property of citizens of the United States, the forces of 

, said Republic are authorized to act for their prot.ection without such 
consent having been previously obtained. 

But no duty or power imposed upon or conceded to the United States 
by the provisions of this article shall be performed or exercised except 
by authority and in pursuance of Jaws of Congress hereafter enacted. 
It being understood that such laws shall not affect the protection and 
guarantee of the neutrality of the routes of transit, nor the obligation 
to withdraw the troops which may be disembarked in Nicaragua directly 
that, in the judgment ot' the Government of this Republic, they should 
no longtir be n~ssary, nor in any manner bring about new obligations 
on Nicaragua, nor alter her rights in virtue of the present treaty. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

It is understood however, that the United States, in according pro- Witbdratwal . • .. d . th' gnaranee tection to such routes of cornmumcatton, an guaranteemg eir neu- United States. 
trality and security, always intend that. the prote~~ion and_ guarantee 
are granted conditionally, and may be w1tbdrawn 1t the Umted States 
should deem that tbc persons or company undertaking or managing the 
same adopt or establish such regulations conceming the truffle there-

of 
by. 
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upon as are contrary to the spirit and intention of this treaty, either by 
making unfair discriminations in favor of the commerce of an~ country 
or countries over the commerce of any other country or countries, or by 
imposing oppressive exactions or unreasonable tolls upon mails, passen
gers, vessels, goods, wares, merchandise, or other articl~s. The aforesaid 
protection and guarantee shall not, however, be withdrawn by the 
United States without first giving six months' notice to the Republic of 
Nicaragua. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

Grants and con- And it is further agreed and understood that in any grants or con-
tracts. tracts which may hereafter be made or entered into by the Go,·ernment 

of' Nicaragua, having reference to the iuteroceanic routes above referred 
to, or either of them, the rights and privileges granted by this treaty to 
the Government and citizens of the United States shall be fully pro
tected and reserved. And if any such grants or contracts now exist, 
of a valid character, it is further understood that the guarantee and 

[See Article protection of' the United States, stipulated in Article XV of this treaty, 
XV.] shall be held inoperative and void until the holders of such grants and 

contracts shall recognize the concessions made in this treaty to the Gov
ernment and citizens of the United States with reSJlect to such inter
oceanic routes, or either of them, and shall agree to observe and be 
governed by these concessions as fully as if they bad been embraced in 
their original grants or contracts; after which recognition and agree
ment. said guarantee and protection shall be in full force; provided that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed either to affirm or to deny 

Limitation 
tolls. 

the validity of the said contracts. • 

ARTIOLE XIX. 

of After ten years from the completion of a railroad, or any other route 
of communication through the territory of Nicaragua, from the Atlautic 
to the Pacific Ocean, no company which may have constructed or be in 
possession of the same shall ever divide, directly or indirectly, by the 
issue of new stock, the payment of dividends or otherwise, more than 
fifteen per cent. per annum, or at that rate, to its stockholders from tolls 
collected thereupon; but whenever the tolls shall be found to yield a 
larger profit than this, they shall be r~duced to the standard of fifteen 
per cent. per annum. 

ARTICLE XX. 

Dar at ion of The two high contracting parties, desiring to make this treaty as 
treaty. durable as possible, agree that this treaty shall remain in full force for 

the term ef fifteen years from the day of' the exchange of the ratifica
tions; anll either party shall have the right to notity the other of its 
intention to terminate, alter, or reform this treaty, at least twelve 
months before the expiration of the fifteen years; if no such notice be 
gh·en, then this treaty shall continue binding beyond the said time, and 
until twelve months shall have elapsed from the cla.y on which one of 
the part.ies shall uotif'y the other of its iutention to alter, reform, or 

Ral,illcatione. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

abrogate this treaty. • 

ARTICLE XXI. 

The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications exch.anged 
at the city of Managua, within one year, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the same, 
an<l affixed thereto their respective seals. 

Douc at the city of M}tnagua, this twenty-first day of June, in tho 
;year of our Lord one thousand eight Irnmlrc<l and sixt.y-seven. 

A. B. DICKlNSON. [L. s.j 
TOMAS AYON. [L. s.J 




