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TREATY OF AMITY AND COMMERCE WITH THE NETHERLANDS CON- October 8, 1782. 
CLUDED AT ,THE HAGUE OCTOBER 8, 1782; RATIFIED JANUARY 22,' 1783. 

Treaty of amity and commerce between their High Mightinesses the States 
Ge11eral of the United Netherlands, and the United /States of America to 
wit: New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island and Providence Plan
tations, Connecticutt, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware 
Marglatnd, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia. ' 

Their High Mightinesses the States General of the United Nether- . Contractingpar
lands and the United States of America, to wit, New Hampshire, ties. 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticutt, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, desiring to ascertain, in a 
permanent and equitable manner, the rules to be observed relative to 
the commerce and correspondence which they intend to establish be-
tween their respective States, countries, and inhabitants, have judged 
that the said end cannot be better obtained than by establishing the 
most perfect equality and reciprocity for the basis of their agreement, 
and by avoiding all those burdensome preferences which are usually 
the sources of debate, embarrassment, and discontent; by leaving also 
each party at liberty to make, respecting commerce and navigation, 
such ulterior regulations as it shall find most com·enient to itself; and 
by founding the advantages of commerce solely upon reciprocal utility 
and the just rules of free intercourse; reserving withal to each party 
the liberty of admitting at its pleasure other nations to a participation 
of the same advantages. 

On these principles their said High Mightinesses the States General Negotiators. 
of the United Netherlands have named for their Plenipotentiaries, from 
the midst of their assembly, Messjeurs their Deputies for the Foreign 
Affairs; and -th~ said United States of America, on their part, have 
furnished with full powers Mr. John Adams, late Commissioner of the 
United States of America at the Court of Versailles, heretofore Dele-
gate in Congress from the State of Massachusetts Bay, and chief justice 
of the said State, who have agreed and concluded as follows, to witt: 

ARTICLE I. 

There shall be a. firm, inviolable, and universal peace and sincere sh~eaceau d friend• 
friendship between their Higli Mightinesses the Lords the States Gen- ip. 
eral of the United Netherlands and the United States of America, and 
between the subjects and inhabitants of the said parties, and between 
the countries, islands, cities, and places situat.ed under the jurisdiction 
of the said United NJitherlands and the said United States of America, 
their subjects and inhabitants, of every degree, without exception of 
persons or places. 

ARTICLE II. 

The subjects of the said States General of the United Netherlands Pb_ritvilegfesthof 
h . d • • l d 't" l su ~ee s o e s all pay 10 the ports, havens, roa s, countries, 1s an s, Cl 1es, or P ac~s Netherlands in tho 

of the United States of America, or any of them, no other nor greater United States. 
duties or imposts, of whatever nature or denomination they may be, 
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than those which the nations the most favoured are or shall be obliged 
to pay; and they shall enjoy all the rights, liberties, priviledges,_ immu
nities, and exemptions in trade, navigation, and commerce which the 
said nations do or sball enjoy, whether in passing from one port to 
another in the said States, or in going from any of those ports to any 
foreign port of the world, or from any foreign port of the world to any 
of those ports. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

.~rivileites. of The subjects and inhabitants of the said United States of America 
mtizens. of Un!ted shall pay in the ports havens roads countries islands cities or places of States m Umted , , , , , , 
Netherlands. the said United Netherlands, or any of them, no other nor greater duties 

or imposts, of whatever nature or denomination they may be, than those 
which the nations the most favoured are or shall be obliged to pay; and 
they shall enjoy all the rights, liberties, priviledges, immunities, and 
excemptions in trade, navigation, and commerce which the said nations 
do or shall enjoy, whether in passing from one port to another in the 
said States, or from any one towards any one of those ports from or to 
any foreign port of the world. And the United States of America, with 
their subjects and inhabitants, shall leave to those of their High Might
inesses the peaceable enjoyment of their rights in the countries, islands, 
and seas, in the East and West Indies, without any hindrance or mo• 
lestatio'n. 

Liberty of con
ecicnce. 

Rights of burial. 

Protection of ves
sels. 

.ARTIOLE IV. 

There shall be an entire and perfect liberty of conscience allowed to 
the subjects and inhabitants of each party, and to their families; and 
no one shall be molested in regard to his worship, provided he submits, 
as to the public demonstration of it, to the laws of the country : There 
shall be given, moreover, liberty, when any subjects or inhabitants of 
either party shall die in the territory of the other, to bury them in the 
usual hurrying-places, or in decent and convenient grounds to be ap
pointed for that purpose1 as occasion shall require; and the dead bodies 
of those who are burriea shall not in any wise be molested. And the 
two contracting parties shall provide, each one in his jurisdiction, that 
their respective subjects and inhabitants may henceforward obtain the 
requisite certificates in cases of deaths in which they shall be interested . 

.ARTICLE V. 

Their High Mightinesses the States General of the United Nether
lands and the United States or America shall endeavor, by all the means 
in their power, to defend and protect all vessells and other effects, 
belonging to their subjects and inhabitants, respectively, or to any of 
them, in their ports, roads, havens, internal seas, passes, rivers, and as 
far as their jurisdiction extends at sea, and to recover, and cause to be 
restored to the true proprietors, their agents, or attornies, all such ves
sells and effects, which shall be taken under their jurisdiction: .And 
their vesselle of war and convoys, in cases when they may have.a common 
enemy, shall take under their protection all the vessells belonging to 
the subjects and inhabitants of either party, which shall not be laden 
with contraband goods, according to the description which shall be made 
of them hereafter, for places, with which one of the parties is in peace 
aud the other at war, nor destined for any place blocked, and which 
shall hold the same course or follow the same rout; and they shall de
fend such nssells, as long as they shall hold the same course or follow 
the same rout, against all attacks, force, and violence of the common 
enemy, in the same manner as they ought to protect and defend tho 
vessells belonging to their own respective subjects. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

The .subjects of th~ contracti:ng parties rnay, on one side and on the DispoRal of and 
other, m the respec.tive countries. autl States, dispose of their effects succession to prop 
b~ testame~t, donation: <!r ot.herwise; aud their heirs, subjects of one erty • 
. ot the parties, and res1dmg m the country of the other or elsewhere 
shall ~ceive such successions, even ab intestato, wheth~r in person o; 
by the1r attorney or substitute, even although they shall not have 
obtained letters of naturalization, without having the effect of such COffi· 
miss~on co:ntested ~nder pretext of a~y right~ or prerogatives of any 
provmce, city, or prrvate person: And 1f the heirs to whom such succes- Minor heirs. 
sions may have fallen shall be minors, the tutors or curators established 
!>Y the judge do~iciliary of the said minors may govern, direct, admin-
ister, sell, and alienate the effects fallen to the said minors by inherit-
ance, and, in general, in relation to the said successions and effects, use 
~I the rights and fulUill ~• the functions which belong, by the disposi-
tion of the laws, to guardians, tutors, and curators: Provided, neverthe-
less, that this disposition cannot take place but in cases where the tes-
tator shall not have named guardians, tutors, curators, by testament, 
codicil, or other legal instrument. 

ARTICLE VII. 

It shall be lawfull and free for the subjects of each party to employ Employment of 
such advocates, attorneys, notaries, solicitors, or factors as they shall attorneys, &c. 
judge proper. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Merchants, masters and owners of ships, mariners, men of all kinds, Vossels,.&c., not 
ships and vessells, and all merchandizes and goods in general, and to be detamed. 
effects of one of the confederates, or of the subjects thereof, shall not be 
seized or detained in any of the countries, lands, islands, cities, places, 
ports, shores, or dominions whatsoever of the other confederate, for any 
militacy expedition, publick or private use of ~my one, by arrests, vio-
lence, or auy colour thereof; much less shall it be permitted to the sub-
jects of either party to take or extort by force anything from the subjects 
of the other party, without the consent of the owner; which, however, 
is not to be understood of seizures, detentions, and arrests which shall 
be made by the command and authority of justice, and by the ordinary 
methods, on account of debts or crimes, in respect whereof the proceed-
ings must be by way of law, according to the forms of justice. 

ARTICLE IX. 

It is farther agreed and concluded that it shall be wholly free for all ~anagement of 
merchants, commanders- of ships, and other subjects and inhabitants of bUBmess. 
the contracting parties, in every place subjected to the jurisdiction of 
the two Powers respectively, to manage themselves their own business; 
and moreover, as to the use of interpreters or brokers, as also in relation 
to the loading or unloading of their vessells, and everything which has 
relation thereto, they shall be, on one side and on the other, considered 
and treated upon the footing of natural subjects, or, at least, upon au 
equality with the most favored nation. 

ARTICLE X. 

The merchant-ships of either of the parties, coming from the port of toMerhc~b~ntt-sh i
1
Pt-8 

fr h • t l • tet· I ex11 sea-e au enemy, or om t eir own, or a neu ra port, may nav1ga ree y ters,&c. 
towards any port of an enemy of the other ally : They shall be, never-
theless, held, whene,·er it shall be required, to exhibit, as well upon the 
high seas as in the ports, their sea-letters and other dccuments described 
in the twenty-fifth article, stating expresl:!ly that their effects are not of [ see Article 
the number of those which are prohibited as contraband; and not hav- XXV.J 



536 PUBLIC TREATIES. 

iug any contraband goods for an enemy's port, they may. freely, and 
witlwut hiudrauce, pmsue their vo~·age towa~ds tbe port of a~1 enemy. 
Nevertheless it shall uot be required to examme the papers of vessells 
convoyed by'vessells of war, but credence shall be given to tl1e word of 
the officer who shall conduct the convoy. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Proceedings If, by 4i1Xhibiting the sea-letters and other documents described more 
Nhen contraband particularly in the twenty-fifth article of this treaty, the other party 
fouud on board. shall discover there are any of those BOrts of goods which are declared 

prohibited and contraband, and that they are consigned for a port un
der the obedience of his enemy, it shall not be lawful to break up the 
hatches of such ship, nor to open any chest, coffer, packs, casks, or other 
vessells found therein, or to remove the smallest parcell of her goods, 
whether the said vessell belongs to the subjects of their High Mighti
nesses the States General of the United Netherlands or to the subjects 
or inhabitants of the said United States of America, unless the lading 
be brought on shore,in presence of the officers of the court of admiralty, 
and an inventary thereof made; but there shall be no allowance to sell, 
exchange, or alienate the same until after that due and lawful process 
shalJ ha.ve been had against such prohibited goods of contraband, and 
the court of admiralty, by a sentence pronounced, shall have confiscated 
the same, saving always as well the ship itselff as any other goods found 
therein, which are to he esteemed free, and may not be detained on pre
tence of their being infected by the prohibited goods, much less shall 
they be confiscated as lawfull prize: But, on the contrary, when, by the 
visitation at land, it shall be found that there are no contraband goods 
in the vesselJ, and it shall not appear by the papers that he who has 
taken and carried in the vessell has been able to discover any there, he 
ought to be condemned in all the charges, damages, and interests of 
them, which he shall have caused, both to the owners of vessells and to 
the owners and freighters of cargoes with which they shall be loaded, 
by his temerity in taking and carrying them in ; declaring most ex-

l<'ree Bhips make pressly the free vessells shall assure the liberty of the effects with w hfoh 
free goods. they shall be loaded, and that this liberty shall extend itselff equally to 

the persons who shall be found in a free vessell, who may not be ta)q:\n 
out of her, unle2s they are military men actually in the service of an 
enellly. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Neutral property On the contrary, it is agreed that whatever shall be found to be laden 
on enemy's vessel by the subjects and inhabitants of either party, on any ship belonging 

to the enemies of the other, or to their subjects, although it be not com
prehended undet the sort of prohibited goods, the whole may be confil
cated in the same manner as if it belonged to the enemy ; except, 
nevertheless, such effects and merchandizes as were put on board such 
vessell before the declaration of war, or in the space of six months after 
it, which effects shall not be, in any manner, subject to confiscation, but 
shall be faithfully and without delay restored in nature to the owners 
who shall claim them, or cause them to be claimed, before the confisca
tion and sale, as also their proceeds, if the claim could not be made but 
in the space of eight months after the sale, which ought to be publick: 
Provided, nevertheless, that if the said merchandizes are contraband, 
it shall by no means, be lawfnll to transport them afterwards to any 
port belonging to enemies. -

ARTICLE XIII. 

VeMels of war And that more effectual care may be taken for the security of subjects 
and privateers. and people of either party, that they do not suffer molestation from the 

vessells of war or privateers of the other party, it shall be forpiddcn to 
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all commandel'f! of vessells of war and other armed vP.ssells of the s·lid 
States ~eneral of the United Netherlands and the said United Stf;tes 
of America, as well as to all their officers, subjects, and people, to give 
any offence or do any damage to those of the other party: Ancl if they 
act to the c<_>ntra:y, they shal~ be, upon the first complaint which shall 
be 1;1rnde of it,. bemg found guilty after a just examination, punished by 
their proper Judges, and moreover obliged to make satisfaction for all 
damages and interests thereof, by reparation, under pain and obligation 
of their persons and goods. , 

ARTICLE XIV. 

537 

For farther determining of what has been said, all captains of priva- Captains of pri 
teers or fitters-out of vessells armed for war, under commission and on vateers. 
account of pri'rnte persons, shall be held, before their departure, to give 
sufficient caution, before competent judges, either to be entirely ~espon-
sible for the malversa.tions which they may commit in their cruizes or 
voyages, as well as for the contraventions of their captains and officers 
against the pi:csent !reaty, and ag_ainst the ord~nan~es an? edicts whi~h 
shall be pnbhshed m consequence of and conformity to 1t, under pam 
of forfeiture and nullity of the said commissions. 

ARTICLE XV. 

All vessells and merchandizes of whatsoever nature, which shall be Captures by pi• 
rescued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers, navigating the high rates. 
seas without requisite commissions, shall be brought into some port of 
one of the two States, and deposited in the hands of the officers of that 
port, in order to be restored entire to the true proprietor as soon as due 
a.ml sufficient proofs shall be made concerning the property thereof. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

If any ships or vessells, belonging to either of the parties, their sub- Wreckedordam
jects, or people, sball, within the coasts or dominions of the other, stick aged vessels. 
upon the sands, or be wrecked, or suffer any other sea-damage, all friendly 
assistance and relief shall be given to the persons shipwrecked, or such 
as shall be in danger thereof; and the vessells, effects, and merchan-
dizes, or the part of them which shall have been saved, or the proceeds 
of them, if, being perishable, they shall have been sold, being claimed 
within a year and a day by the wasters or owners, or their agents or 
attornies, shall be restored, paying only the reasonable charges, and 
that which must be paid, in the same case, for the salvage, by the proper 
subjects of the country : There shall also be deli verecl them safe conducts 
or passports, for their free and safe passage from thence, and to returne, 
each one, to his own country. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

In case the subjects or people of either party, with their shipping, , Vessels in dis
whether public and or war, or private and of merchants, be forced, tress. 
through stress of weather, pursuit of pirates or enemies, or any other 
urgent necessity for seeking of shelter and harbour, to retract and enter 
into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads, or shores belonging to 
the other party, they shall be received with all humanity and kindness 
and enjoy all friendly protection and help, and they shall be permitted 
to refresh and provide themselves, at reasonable rates, with victualls, 
and all things needfnll for the sustenance of their persons or reparation 
of their ships; and they shall no ways be detained or hindred from 
returning out of the said ports or roadi;i, but may remove and depart 
when and whither they please. without any let or hindrance. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 

Rights of resi- For the better promoting of commerce on both sides, it is agreed 
dents in ca.so of that if a, war should break out between their High Mightinesses the 
war. Stat~s General of th~ United Netherlan'1.s and the United States of 

America, there shall always be granted t9 the subjects on each side the 
term of nine months after the date of the rupture, or the proclamation 
of war, to the end that they may retire, with their effects, and trans
port them where they please, which it shall be lawfull for them to do, as 
well as to sell or transport their effects and goods, in all freedom and 
without any hindrance, and without being able to proceed, during the 
said term of nine months, to any arrest of their effects, much less of 
their persons; on the contrary, there shall be given them, for their ves
sells and their effects, which they would carry away, passports and safe 
conducts for the nearest ports of their respective countries, and for the 
time necessary for the voyage. Aud no prize made at sea shall be ad
judged lawfull, at least if the declaration of war was not or could ,not be 
known, in the last port which the vessell taken bas quitted; but for 
whatever may have been taken from the subjects and inhabitants of 
either party, and for the offences which may have been given them, in 
the interval of the said terms, a compleat satisfaction shall be given 
them. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

Lettere of No subject of their High Mightinesses the States General of the 
marque. United Netherlands shall apply for or take any commission or letters of 

marque, for arming any ship or ships to act as privateers against the 
said United States of America, or any of them, or the subjects and in
habitants of the said United States or any of them, or against the prop
erty of the inhabitants of any of them, from any Prince or State with 
which the said United States of America may happen to be at war: 
Nor shaH any subject or in ha bi tan t of the said United States of America, 
or any of them, apply for or take any commission or letters of marque 
for arming any ship or ships to act as privateers against the High and 
Mighty Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, or against 
the subjects of their High Mightinesses, or any o,f them, or against the 
property of any one of them, from any Prince or State with which their 
High Mightinesses may be at war: And if any person of either nation 
shall take such commission or letters of marque, he shall be punished 
as a pirate. 

ARTICLE XX. 

Vessels coming If the vessells of the subjects or inhabitants of one of the parties 
~u coast or enter- come upon any coast belonging to either of the said allies, but riot will-
1ng ports. ing to e~ter into port, or being entered into port and not willing to un

load their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any cargoe, they shall not 
be obliged to pay, neither for the vessells nor the cargoes, any duties of 
entry in or out, nor to render any account of their cargoes, at least if 
~here is not just cause to presume that they carry to an enemy merchan
dizes of contraband. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Consular officers. The _two cont:r:actiug parties grant to each other, mutually, the liberty 
of havmg, each m the ports of the other, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Agents, 
and Commissaries of their own appointing, whose functions shall be 
regulated by particular agreement, whenever either party cbuses to 
make such appointments. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

d Treaty tn otf to This treaty shall not be understood in any manner to derogate from 
o r o g a e rom th • th t th • h d . . tr O at y with e nm , en , nmetecnt , an twenty-fourth articles of the treaty 

France. with France, as they were numbered in the same treaty, concluded the 
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sixth of February, 1778, and which make the articles ninth, tenth, sev- [See treaty of 
en~nth, and twenty-second of the treaty of commerce now subsisting 1778 with France, 
between the United States of America and the Crown of France: Nor PP· 203--213-] 
shall it hinder His Catholic Majesty from acceding to that treaty and 
enjoying the advantages of the said four articles. ' 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

If at any time the United States of America shall judge necessary to Treaties with 1he 
commence negotiations with the King or Emperor of Marocco and Fez Barbary powers. 
and with the. Regencies of Algiers, Tunis, or Tripoli, or with any of 
them, to obtam passports for the security of their navigation in the 
Mediterranean Sea, their High Mightinesses promise that upon the 
requisition which the United States of America shall make of it, they 
will second such negotiations in the most favourable manner, by means 
of their Consuls, residing near the said King, Emperor, and Regencies. 

CONTRABAND. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

The liberty of navigation and commerce shall extend to all sorts of Contrabandarti
merchandizes, excepting only those which are distinguished under the oles. 
name of contraband, or merchandizes prohibited : And under this 
denomination of contraband and merchandizes prohibited, shall be 
comprehended only warlike stores and arms, as mortars, artillery, with 
their artifices and appurtenances, fusils, pistols, bombs, grenades, gun-
powder, saltpetre, sulphur, match, bullets and balls, pikes, sabres, 
lances, balberts, casques, cuirasses, and other sorts of arms, as also 
soldiers, horses, sa'1dles, and furniture for horses; all other effects and 
merchandizes, not before specified expressly, and even all sorts of naval 
matters, however proper they may be for the construction and equip-
ment of vessells of war, or for the manufacture of one or another sort 
of machines of war, by land or sea, shall not be judged contraband, 
neither by the letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation 
whatever, ought they, or can they be comprehended under the notion 
of effects prohibited or contraband: so that all effects and merchandizes, 
which are not expressly before named, may, without any exceptiol!, and 
in perfect liberty, be transported by the subjects and inhabitants of 
both allies, from and to places belonging to the enemy; excepting only 
the places which at the same time shall be besieged, blocked, or in-
vested; and those places only shall be held for such which are sur• 
rounded nearfy by some of the belligerent Powers. 

ARTICJLE. XXV. 

To the end that all dissention and qu:;Lrrel may be avoided and pre- Sea-lette1s or 
Tented, it bas been agreed, that in case that one of the two parties p8ti8ports. 
happens to be at war, the vessells belonging to the subjects or inhabit-
ants of the other ally shall be provided with sea-letters or passports, 
expressing the· name, the property, and the burthen of the vessell, as 
also t.he name and the place of abode of the master, or commander of 
the said vessell, to the end that thereby it may appear that the vessell 
really and truly belongs to subjects or inhabitants of one of the parties; 
which passports shall be drawn and distributed, according to the form 
annexed to this treaty; each· time that the vessell shall return, she 
should have such her passport renewed, or at least they ought not to 
be of more antient date than two years, before the vessell has been 
retnt'ned to her own country. 

It hrui been also agreed, that such vessells, being loaded, ought to be Manifests. 
provided not only with the said passports or sea-letters, but also with a 
general passport, or with particular passports or manifests, or other 
publick documents, which are ordinarily given to vessells outward 
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bonnd in the ports from whence the vessells have set sail in the last 
place containing a specification of the cargo, of the place from whence 
the v~8sell departed, and of that of her destination, or, instead of all 
these, with certificat,es from the magistrates or_gove_rnors of cities, places, 
and colonies from whence the vessell came, given m the usual form, to 
the end that it may be known whether there are any effects prohibited 
or contraband, on board the vessels, and whether they are destined to 
be carried to an enemy's country or not ; and in case any one judges 
proper to express in the said documents the persons to whom the effects 
on board belong, he may do it freely, without, however, being bound lo 
do it; and the omission of such expression cannot and ought not to 
cause a confiscation. 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

Regulation of If the vessells of the said subjects or inhabitants of either of the 
visits at sea. parties, sailing along the coasts or on the high seas, are met by a vessell 

of war, or privateer, or other armed vessell of the other party, the saitl 
vessells of war, privateers, or armed vessells, for avoiding all disorder, 
shall remain without the reach of cannon, but may send their boats on 
board the merchant vessell, which they shaU meet in this manner, upon 
which they may not pass more than two or three men, to whom the 
master or commander shall exhibit bis passport, containing the prop
erty of the vessell, according to the form. annexed to this treat,y: Aud 
the vessell, after having exhibited such a passport, sea-letter, and other 
documents, shall be free to continue her voyage, so that it shall not be 
lawfoll to molest her, or search her in any manner, nor to give her chase, 
nor to foroe her to alter her course. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 

Crews of veBBels. It shall be lawfull for merchants, captains and commanders of ves
sells, whether public and of war, or private and of merchants, belong
ing to the said United States of America, or any of them, or to their 
subjects and inhabitants, to take freely into their service, and receive 
on board of their vesiaells, in any port or place in the jurisdiction of 
their High Mightinesses aforesaid, seamen or others, natives or inhabi
tants of any of the said States, upon such conditions as they shall agree 
on, without being su~ject for this to any fine, penalty, punishment, pro• 
cess, or reprehension whatsoever. 

Aud reciprocally, all merchants, captains and commanders, belonging 
to the said United Netherlands, shall enjoy, in all the ports and places 
nuder the obedience of the said United States of America, the same 
priviledge of engaging and receiving seamen or others, natives or in
habitants of any country of the domination of the said States General : 
Provided, that neither on one side nor the other, they may not take 
into their service sifch of their countrymen who have already engaged 
in the service of the other party contracting, whether in war or trade, 
and whether they meet them by land or sea; at least if the captains or 
masters under the command of whom such persons may be found, will 
not of his own consent discharge them from their service, upon pain of 
being otherwise treated and punished as de~erters. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 

Infractions of The affair of the refraction shall be regulated in all equity and jas• 
treaty. tice, by the magistrates of cities respectively, where it shall be judged 

that there is any room to complain in this respect. 

Ratifications, 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

The present treaty shall be ratified and approved by their High 
Mightinessea the States General of the United Netherlands, and by the 
United States of America; and the acts of ratification shall be deliv-
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ei·~ in good and due fo!m, on one side and on the other. in the space 
o~ six months, or sooner if possible, to be computed from the day of the 
signature. 

In faith of which, We the Deputies and Plenipotentiaries of the Lords . Signatures. 
the St~tPs General of_ the United Netherlands, and the Minister Pleni• 
potent~a~:y. of the Umted States of America, in virtue of our respective 
authorities and full powers, have signed the present treaty, and apposed 
thereto the seals of our arms . 
. Done at the Hague the eight of October, one thousand seven ht~ndred Date. 

eighty-two. 
JOHN ADAMS. [L s] 
GEORGE VAN RANDWYCK. [L: s:] 
B. V. D. SANT~EUVEL. [L. s.j 
P. V. BLEISWY~: [L. s.] 
W. C. H. VAN LYNDEN. [L. s. 
D. J. VAN HEECKEREN. [L. s. 

• JOAN VAN KUFFELER. lL, s. 
F: G: VAN DEDEM, tot den Gelder. lL, s. 
H: 'rJASSENS. [L. s. 

NETHERLANDS, 1782. 

CONVENTIO~ WITH THE NETHERLANDS RELATIVE TO RECAPTURED 
VESSELS, CONCLUDED AT THE HAGUE OCTOBER 8, 1782 i RATIFIED BY 
CONGRESS JANUARY 23, 1783. 

Convention between the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands 
and the United St4tes of America, concerning vessells recaptured. 

The Lords the States General or the United Netherlands, and the 
United States of America, being inclined to establish some uniform 
principles with relation to prizes made by vessells of war, and commis-
sioned by the two contracting Powers, npon their common enemies, and 
to vessells of the subjects of either party, captured by the enemy, and 
recaptured by vessells of war commissioned by either party, have 
agreed upon the following articles : 

ARTICLE I. 

October 8, 1782. 

Preamble. 

The vessells of either of the two nations recaptured by the priva- Whjn hcllpiured 
teersof the other, shall he restored to the fVst proprietor, if such vessells ;:;:;ds 8 a 8 re-
have not been four and twenty hours in the power of the enemy, provided • 
the owner of the vessell recaptured, pay therefor one-third of the value of 
the vessell, as also of that of the cargo, the cannons and apparel, which 
third shall be valued by agreement, between the parties interested; or, 
if they cannot agree thereon among themselves, they shall adaress 
themselvea to the officers of the admiralty, of the place where the priva-
teer who has retaken the vessell shall have conducted her. 

ARTICLE II. 
If the vessell recaptured has been more than twenty-four boors in b W

1 
hen theyhehall 

h f h h ll b 1 t • l t th • te • h e ong to t e re-t e power o the enemy, s e s a c ong en rre y o e pr1va er w o captor. 
has retaken her. . 

ARTICLE III. 
In case a vessell shall have been recaptured by a vessell of war be- Recapt;red b Y 

longing to the States General of the United Netherlands, or to the vessels O war. 
United States of America, she shall be restored to the first owner, he 
paying a thirtieth part of the value of the ship, her cargo, cannons and 
apparel, if she has been recaptured in the interval of twenty-four hours, 
and the t,enth part if she bas been recaptured after the twenty-four 
boors; which sums shall be distribnt,ed in form of gratifications to the 
crews of the vessells which shall have retaken her. The valuation 
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of the said thirtieth parts and tenth parts, shall be regulated according 
to the tenour of the first article of the present convention. 

ARTIOLE IV. 

Restitution of The restitution of prizes, whether they may have been retaken by 
prizes. vessells of war or by privateers, in the mean time and untill requisite 

and sufficient proofs can be given of the property of vessells recaptured, 
shall be admitted in a reasonable time, under sufficient sureties for the 
observation of the aforesaid articles. 

ARTIOLE V. 

Sale of prizes. The vessels of war and privateers, of one and of the other of the 
two nations, shall be reciprocally, both in Europe and in the other parts 

[SeeArticleXXII of the world, admitted in the respective ports of each with their prizes, 
tr1•aty of 1782, p'. which may,be unloaded and sold according to the formalities used in 
539.J the State where the prize shall have been conducted, as far as may be 

consistent with the 22d article of the treaty of commerce: Provided 
always, that the legality of prizes by the vessells of the Low Countries, 
shall be decided conJormably to the laws and regulations established in 
the United Netherlands; as likewise, that of prizes made by American 
vessels, shall be judged according to the laws and regulations deter
mined by the United States of America. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Prize regulations. Moreover, it shall be free for the States General of the United Nether

lands, as well as for the United States of America, to make such regu
lations as they shall judge necessary, relative to the conduct which their 
respective vessells and privateers ought to hold in relation to the ves
sells which they shall have taken and conducted into the ports of the 
two Powers. 

Signatures. In faith of which, We the Deputies and Plenipotentiaries of the Lords 
the States General of the United Netherlands, and Minister Plenipo
tentiary of the United States of America, have, in virti1e of our respect
ive authorities and full powers, signed these presents, and confirmed the 
same with the seal of our arms. 

Date. Done at the Hague the eight of October, one thousand seven hundred 
eighty-two; 

JOHN ADAMS. fL. s.] 
GEORGE VAN RANDWYOK. L. s.J 
B.V.D. SANTHEUVEL. L. s.) 
P. V. BLEISWY~: fL. s.) 
W. o. H. VAN LYNDEN. L. s.l 
D. J. VAN HEECKEREN. L. s. 
,TOAN VAN KUFFELER. L. s. 
F: G: VAN DEDEM, tot den Gelder. L. s. 
H: TJASSENS. L. s.J 

NETHERLANDS, 1839. 

January 19, 1839. TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
------ OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY 'fHE KING OF THE NETHERLANDS, CON

CLUDED AT WASHINGTON JANUARY 19, 1839; RATlFICATION ADVISED 
BY SENATE JANUAltY 31, 1839; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT FEBRUARY 1, 
1839; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON MAY 23, 1839; PRO
CLAIMED MAY 24, 1839. 

Treaty with the King of the Netherlands. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and His Majesty the King of the N etber-
tios. lands, anxious to regulate the commerce and navigation carried on be-
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tween the two countries in their respective vessels have for that pur-
pose, name~ plenipotentiari~s, that is to say: ' ' 

The President of the Umted States has appointed John Forsyth Negotiatol'll. 
Secretary of State of the said United States; and His Majesty the King 
of the Netherlands, Jonkbeer Evert Marius Adrian Martini Member of 
the Body of Nobles of the Province of North Brabant, Kn'igbt of the 
Order of the Netherland Lion, and his Oharged'Affaires near the United 
States; 

Who, having exchanged their respective full powers, found in good 
and due form, have agreed to the following articles : 

ARTICLE I. 

Goods and merchandise, whatever their origin may be, imported into Equality of du
or exported from the ports of the Unitt>d States from or to the ports of ties. 
the Netherlands in Europe, in vessels of the Netherlands, shall pay no 
higher or other duties than shall be levied on the like goods and mer-
chandise so imported or exported in national vessels; and, reciprocally, 
goods and merchandise, wbattwer their origin may be, imported into or 
exported from the ·ports of the Netherlands in Europe from or to the 
ports of the United States, in vessels of the said States, shall pay no 
higher or other duties than shall be lflvied on the like goods and mer-
chandise so imported or exported in national vessels. The bounties, Bounties a n d 
drawbacks, or other favors of this nature which may be granted in drawbacks. 
the States of either of the contracting parties on goods imported or 
exported in national vessels shall also and in like manner be granted on [See supp le
goods directly exported or imported in vessels of the other country to ll;lental con v en
and from the ports of the two countries; it being understood that, in tion, PP· 544-f>-46.J 
the latter as in the preceding case, the goods shall have been loaded in 
the ports from which such vessels have been cleared. 

ARTICLE II. 

Neither party shall impose upon the vessels of the other, whether Tonnage dntiee, 
carrying cargoes between the United States and the ports of the Nether- &c. 
lands in Europe, or arriving in ballast from any other country, any du-

1
[Seesnptement

ties of tonnage, harbour dues, light-houses, salvage, pilotage, quaran- ~':.~~] 11 wn, PP• 
tine, or port charges of any kind or denomination which shall not ·be 
imposed in like cases on national vessels. 

ARTICLE rir. 
It is further agreed between the two contracting parties that the Con- Privileg~ of con

suls and Vice-Oonsul8 of the United States in the ports of t,he Nether- sn~ and vice-con
Iands in Europe, and, reciprocally, the Consuls and Vice-Consuls of the 811 

• 

Netherlands in the ports of the said States, shall continue to enjoy all 
privileges, protection, and assistance, as may be usual and necessary for 
the duly exercising of their functions, in respect also of the deserters 
from the vessels, whether public or private, of their countries. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The contracting parties agree to consid(lr and treat as vessels of the Na
1
tionality of 

United States and of the Netherlands all such as, being furnished by vease 8
' 

the competent authority with a passport or sea-letter, shall, under the 
then existing laws and regulations, be recognized as national vessels by 
the country to which they respectively belong. 

ARTICLE V. 

In case of shipwreck or damage at sea, each party shall grant to the Shipwrecks. 
vessels, whether public or private, of the other, the same assistance and 
protectioB which would be afforded to its own vessels in like cases. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

D n ration of The present treaty shall be in force for the t~rm ?f ten year~, com-
treaty. mencing six weeks after the exchange of the rat1ficat10ns; and further 

until the end of twelve months after either of the contracting parties 
shall have given to the other notice of its intention to terminate the same: 
each of the contracting parties reserving to itself the right of giving 
such notice to the other, after the expiration of the said term of ten 
years. And it is hereby mutually agreed that in case of such notice 
this treaty, and all the provisions thereof, s-ball, at the end of the said 
twelve months, altogether cease and determine. 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Dat.e. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be ex
changed at Washington, within six months of its date, or sooner if 
practicable. 

In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same, and have affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

Done in duplicate at the city of Washington, this nineteenth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine. 

JOHN FORSYTH. [L. s.] 
ADR MARTINI. lL, s.] 

NETHERLANDS, ·1852. 

Aug. 26, 1852. SUPPLEMENTAL COMMERCIAL CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED 
---- STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE NETHER

LANDS, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTON AUGUST 26, 1852; RATIFICATION 
ADVISED BY SENATE FEBRUARY 17, 1853; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT 
FEBRUARY 21, 1853; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON FEB
RUARY 23, 1853; PROCLAIMED FEBRUARY 26, 1853. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and His Majesty the King of the 
tics. Netherlands, being desirous of placing the commerce of the two countries 

on a footing of greater mutual equality, have appointed as their Pleni
potentiaries for that purpose, that is to say: 

Negotiators. The President of the United States of America, Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States; and His Majesty the King of 
the Netherlands. Fran~ois Mathieu Wenceslas, Baron Testa, Comman
der of the Royal Grand Ducal Order of the Crown of Oak of Luxem
bourg, Knight of the Royal Order of the Lion of the Netherlands; 
and of the Grand Ducal Order of the White Falcon, third class, Coun
sellor of Legation, and His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires to the Govern
ment of the United States of America.; 

[SeeArticlesiand Who, after having communicated to each other their tespetive pow-
11, treaty of 1839, ers, found in good and due form, have agreed that, for and in lieu of the 
P· 543·1 first and second articles of the treaty of commerce and navigation, 

signed at Washington on the 19th of January, 1839, between the high 
contracting parties, the following articles shall be substituted : 

ARTICLE I, 

Reciprocaleqool- Goods and merchandise, whatever their origin may be, imported into 
ity ofduHea. or exported from the ports of the United States from and to any other 

country, in vessels of the Netherlands, shall pay no higher or other 
duties than shall be levied on the like goods and merchandise imported 
or exported in national'vessels. Eeciprocally, goods and merchandise, 
whatever their origin may be, imported into or exported from the ports 
of the Nether lands from and to any other country, iu vessels of the 
United States, shall pay no higher or other dut.ies. than shall be levied 
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on the like goods and merchandise import:.ed or exported iu national 
Yessels. 
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The bounties, drawbacks, and other privileges of this nature which Bounties 11nd 
may be granted in the States of either of the contracting parties on drawbacks. 
goods imported or exported in national vessels, shall also and in hke 
manner be granted on goods imported 01· exported in vessels of the other 
country. 

AR'.l.'ICLE II. 
_Th~ above reciprocal equality in relation to the flags of the two conn- Reciproeitv .to 

tries IS understood to extend also to the ports ot' the colonies and domin- extend to colomee. 
ions of the Netherlands beyond the seas, in which goods and merchan-
dise, whatever their origin may be, imported or exported from and to 
any other country in Yessels of the United States, shall pay no higher or 
other duties than shall be levied on the like goods and merchandise im-
ported or exported from and to the same places in vessels of the Nether-
lands. The bounties, drawbacks, or other privileges of similar denomi-
nation which may be there granted on goods and merchandise jmported 
or exported in vessels of the Netherlands shall also, and in like manner, 
be granted on goods and merchandise imported or exported in vessels 
of the United States. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

Neither party shall impose upon the vessels of the other, whether car- Tonnage duties, 
rying cargoes or arrh'iug in ballast from either of the two countries, or &c. 
any other ·country, any duties of tonnage, harbor dues, light-house, 
salvage, pilotage, quarantine, or port charges of any kind or denomina-
tion, which shall not be imposed in like case on national vessels. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The present arrangement does not extend to the coasting trade and fish- Coaetin(t trade 
eries of the two countries respectively, which are exclusively allowed to and fisheries. 
national vessels: it being moreover understood that, in the East Indian 
Archipelago of the Netherlands, the trade from island to island is con-
sidered as coasting trade, and likewise in the United States, the trade 
between their ports on the Atlantic and their ports on the Pacific; and 

. if, at any time, either the Netherlands or the United States shall allow 
to any other nation the whole or any part of the said coasting trade, the 
same trade shall be allowed on the same footing and to the same extent 
to the other party. It being, however, expressly understood and agreed 
that nothing in this article shall prevent the vessels of either nation 
from entering and landing a portion of their inward cargoes at one port 
of the other nation, and then proceeding to any other port or ports ot' 
the same, to enter an<l lan<l the remainder, nor from preventing them 
in like manner from loading a portion of their outward cargoes at one 
port and proceeding to a·nother port or ports to complete their lading, 
such landing or lading to be done under the same rules and regulations 
as the two governments may respectively establish for their national 
vessels in like cases. 

ARTICLE V, 

The above reciprocal equality in relation to the flags of the two ~ i e criminating 
countries is not understood to prevent the Government of the Nether- duties. 
lands from levying discriminating duties of import or export in favor of 
the direct trade between Holland and her colonies and dominions beyond 
the seas; but American vessels engaged in such direct commerce shall 
be entitled to all the privileges and immunities, whether as regards 
import or export duties, or otherwise, that are or may be enjoyed by 
vessels under the Dutch flag. Likewise, the United States shall continue 
to levy the discriminating duties imposed by the present tariff on teas 
and coffee, in favor of the direct importation ot' these articles from the 
place of their growth, but also without discriminating between the ~ags 
of the two countries. And if, at anytime, the Netherlands or the Umted 

RS IV--35 
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States shall abolish the said discriminating duties, it is understood that 
the same shall be in like manner abolished in r.elation to the commerce 
of the other country. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Dur at ion of The present convention shall be considered as additional to the above-
treaty. mentioned treaty of the 19th of January, 1839, and shall, altogether, 

with the unmodified articles of that treaty, be in force for the term of two 
years, commencing six weeks after the exchange of the ratifications; 
and further, until the end of twelve months after either of the contract
ing parties shall have given to the other notice of its intention to termi
nate the same, each of the contracting parties reserving to itself the 
right of giving such notice to the other, after the expiration of the said 
term of. two years. And it is hereby mutually agreed that, in case of 
such notice, this convention, and all the provisions thereof, as well 
as the said treaty of 19th January, 1839, and the provisions thereof, 
shall, at the end of the said twelve months, altogether cease and deter
mine. 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

January W, 1855. 

Contracting par
ties. 

Negotiato1'8. 

AR'.1.'ICLE VII. 

The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged at Washington within six months of its date, or sooner 
ifpossiule. 

In witness whereof t~e respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same, and have affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

Done in duplicate at the city of Washington, this twenty-sixth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two. 

DAN'L WEBSTER. 
FS.TESTA. 

NETHERLANDS, 1855. 

[SEAL.I 
[SEAL. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES m• AMERICA AND HIS MAJ
ESTY THE KING OF THE NETHERLANDS RESPECTING CONSULS OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN DUTCH COLONIES, CONCLUDED AT THE HAGUE 
JANUARY 2'J, 18f>5; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE MARCH 3, 1855; 
RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT MARCH 5, 1855; RATH'ICATIONS EXCHANGED 
AT WASHINGTON MAY 25, 1855; PROCLAIMED MAY 26, 1855. 

His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, wishing to strengthen the 
bonds of friendship ~ubsisting between the United States of America 
and the Kingdom#of the Netherlands, and to give the amplest possible 
de,·elopment to the commercial intercourse so happily established be
tween the two nations, has, for the accomplishment of that purpose, and 
in order to satisfy a desire repeatedly expressed by the Government of 
the United States, consented to receive Consuls from said States in the 
principal ports of the Dutch colonies, with the reservation, however, of 
making this concession the subject of a special convention, which shall 
determine, in a clear and precise manner, the rights, duties, and privi
leges of said Consuls in the colonies above mentioned. 

Accordingly, the President of the United· States bas named August 
Belmont, a citizen of the United States, and their Minister Resident near 
His l\fajesty the King of the Netherlands; 

His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, the Sieur Floris Adria.an 
Van Hall, Grand Cross of the Order of the Netherlands Lion, His Maj
esty's Minister of State and for Foreign Affairs, and the Sieur Charles 
li'erdinand Pahud, Grand Cross of the Order of the Netherlands Lion, 
His Majesty's Minister for the Colonies; 

Who, after commnnica.ting to each other their full powers, found in 
good and doe form, have ag1·eed upon the following articles: 
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ARTICLE I. 

Con_suls-~eneral, ~onsuls, and Vice-Consuls of the United States of Consular officers 
~merika wII! be admitted into all the ports in the transmarine possess- of United St;1tes in 
ion~ or colomes of the Netherlands, which are open to the vessels of all Dutch colomes. 
nations. 

ARTICLE II. 

The Consuls.General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls of the United States Their powers and 
~~ America are consid~red as commercial agents, protectors of the mar- office. 
1t1me commerce of their countrymen, in the ports within the circumfer-
ence of their consular districts. 
. The_y are snbje~t to t~e laws, both ci':il and criminal, of the country To be subject to 
m which they reside, with such 11xceptions as the present convention tho laws. 
establishes in their favor. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Consuls-Genesal and Consuls, before being admitted to exercise Commissions and 
their functions, and to enjoy the immunities attached thereto, must pre- exequaturs. 
sent a commission, in due form, to the government of His Majesty the 
King of the Netherlands. 

After having obtained the e:x:equatur, which shall be contersigned as 
promptly as possible by the governor of the colony, the said Consular 
Agents shall be entitled to the protection of the government, and to 
the assistance of the local authorities, in the free exercise of their func
tions. 

The Government, in granting the e:x:equatur, reserves the right of 
withdrawing the same, or to cause it to be withdrawn by the Governor 
of the colony, on a statement of the reasons for doing so. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Consuls-General and Consuls are authorized toplaceon the outer Inscription on 
door of their consulates the arms of their Government, with the inscrip- consular offices. 
tion : " Consulate of the United States of America." 

It is well understood that this outward mark shall never be consid- Not to give right 
ered as conferring the right of asylum, nor as having the power to ex--of asylum. 
empt tho house and those dwelling therein from the prosecution of the 
local justice. 

ARTICLE V. 

It is, nevertbless, understood that the archives and documents relat- In~iolability of 
ing to the affairs of the consulate shall be protected against all search, aroh1vea. 
and that no authority or magistrate shall have the power, under any 
pretext whatever, to visit or seize them, or to examine their contents. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The Consuls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls shall not be invested _Communications 
with any diplomatic character. . with the Govern-

When a request is to be addressed to the Netherlands GovernmMt, 1t ment. 
must be done through the medium of the Diplomatic Agent residing at 
the Hague, if one be there. . 

The Uonsul may, in case of urgency, apply to the ~overnor of the 
colony himself, showing the urgency of the case, and statmg the reasons 
whv the request cannot be addressed to the subordinate authorities, or 
that previous applications made to such authorities have not been at
tended to. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Consuls-General and Consuls shall be free to establish Vice-Consuls Vice-Consuls. 
in the ports mentioned in art. 1, a~d s~tu~te~ in their consular districts. 

The Vice-Consuls may be taken 10d1scrimmately from among the sub
jects of the Netherlands, or from citizens of the United States, or of 
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Passports. 

Shipwrecks. 

PUBLIC TREATIES. 

any other country residing, or having the privileg_e, accordi_ng to the 
local laws, to fix their residence in the port to which the Vwe-Consul 
shall be named. 

These Vice-C01 .. suls whose nomination shall be submitted to the ap
proval of the Govern~r of the colony, shall be provided with a ccrt~fi
cate, given to them by the Consul under whose orders they exercise 
their fun<;tions. 

The Governor of the colony may in all cases withdraw from the Vice
Consuls the aforesaid sanction, in communicating to the Consul-General 
or Consul of the respecti,e district the motives for t1is doing so. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Passports delivered or signed by Oonsuls or Consular Agents, do not 

dispense the bearer from providing himself with all the papers required 
by the local laws, in order to travel or to establish himself in the colonies. 

The right of the Governor of the colony to prohibit the residence in, 
or to order the departure from the colony of any person, to whom a pass
port may have been delivered, remains undisturbed. 

ARTICLE IX. 
When a ship of the United States is wrecked upon the coast of the 

Dutch colonies, the Consul-General, Consul, or Vice-Consul who is 
present at the scene of the disaster, will, in case of the absence, or with 
the consent of the captain or supercargo, take all the necessary meas
ures for the salvage of the vessel, the cargo, and all that r.ppertains to 
it. 

In the absence of the Consul-General, Consul, or Vice-Consul, the 
Dutch authorities of the place where the wreck has taken place will act 
in the premises, according to the regulations prescribed by the laws of 
the colony. 

ARTICLE X. 
Deserters from Consnls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls may, in so far as the ex-

vessels. tradition of deserters from merchant-vessels or ships of war shall have 
been stipulated by treaty, request the assistance of the local authorities 
for the arrest, c!eteutioo, and imprisonment of deserters from vessels of 
the United States. To this end they shall apply to the competent func
tionaries, and claim said deserters, in writing, proving by the register 
of the vessel~ the list of the crew, or by any other authentic document, 
that the persons claimed belonged to the crew. 

The reclamation being thus supported, the local functionaries shall 
exercise what authority they possess, in order to cause the deserters to 
be delivered up. 

These deserters, being arrested, shall be place(} at the disposal of said 
Consuls, and may be confined in the public prisons at the request and at 
the expense of those who claim them, in order that they may be taken 
to the vessels to which they belong, or to other vessels of the same 
nation. But if they are not sent back "'ithin four months from the day 
of their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, and shall not again be arrested 
for the same cause. 

It is understood, however, that if the deserter be found to have com
mitted any crime, offence, or contravention, his extradition may be de
layed until the court having cognizance of the matter l:!ball have pro
nounced its sentence, and the same has been carried into execution. 

ARTICLE XI. 
Est.ates of de- In case of the death of a citizen of the United States, without 

ceaeed residents. having any known heirs or testamentary executors the Dutch authori
ties, who, according to the laws of the colonies, a~e charged with the 
administration of the estate, will inform the Consuls, or Consular Agents, 
of the circumstance, in order that the necessary information may be 
forwarded to parties interested. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

. The Consuls General, Consl!ls, and Vice-Consuls have, in that capacity, settlement of 
m so far as the laws of the Umted States of America allow it the rirrht-to disputes between 
be named arbiters in the differences which may arise betweei: the m~sters masters and crews. 
and the crews of the vessels belonging to the United States and this 
without the interferenc~ of the local authorities, unless the c~nduct of 
the crew or of the captam should have been such as to disturb the order 
and tranquillity of the country, or that the Consuls-General, Consuls, or 
Vice-Consuls, should request the assistance of the said authorities in 
order to carry out their decisions.or to maintain their authority. ' 

It is understood, however, that this decision or special arbitrament is 
not to deprive, on their return, the parties in litigation of the right of 
appeal to the judiciary authorities of their own country. 

ARTICLE XUI. 

The Consuls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls, who are not subjects Exemptions of 
of the Netherlands, who, at the time of t'ft.eir appointment, are not es- consular officers. 
tablished as residents in the Kingdom of the Netherlands or its colonies, 
and who do not exercise any calling, profession, or trade, besides their 
consular functions, are, in so far as in the United States the same 
privileges are granted to the Consuls General, Consuls, and Vice-Con-
suls of the Xetherlands, exempt from military billetings, from personal 
taxation, and, moreover, from all public or municipal taxes which are 
considered of a personal character, so that this exemption shal[l] 
never extend to custom-house duties or other taxes, whether indirect or 
real. 

. The Consuls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls, who are not natives or 
recognized subjects of the Netherlands, but who may exercise conjointly 
with their consular functions any profession or trade whatever, are 
obliged to fulfill duties, and pay taxes and contributions, like all Dutch 
subjects and other inhabitants. 

Consuls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls, subjects of the Nether
lands, but to whom it has been accorded to exercise consular functions 
conferred by the Government of the United States of America, are 
obliged to fulfill duties, and pay taxes and contributions, like all Dutch 
subjects and other inhabitants. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

The Consuls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls of the United States Fnrther privi
shall enjoy all such other privileges, exemptions, and immunities, in leges. 
the colonies of the Netherlands, as may at any future time be granted 
to the agents of the same rank of the most favored nations. 

ARTICLE XV. 

The present convention shall remain in force for the space of five D~rat.ion of con-
- h f h "ft t· • h" h I 11 vention. years from the day of the exc ange o t e ratl ca 10_ns, w ~c s ia Ratifications. 

take place within the delay of twelve months, or sooner 1f possible. 
In case neither of the contracting parties gives notice twelve months 

before the expiration of the sal.d period of five years, of its intention not 
to renew this convention, it shall remain in force a year longer, and so 
on from year to year, until the expiration of a year from the day on 
which one of the parties shall giv:e such ~otice. . . . 

In witness whereof, the respective Plempotentiar1es have _signed the Signatures. 
present convention, allll have affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

Done at the Hague this twenty-second day of January, in the year of Date. 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five. 

AUGUST BELM.ONT. [L. s.~ 
VAN HALL. [L. s. 
C. F. PAHUD. [L. s. 
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