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Dec. 20, 1827. 

Contracting par­
ties. 

Negot.iators. 

PUBLIC TREATIES. 

H.A.NSEATIC REPUBLICS. 

[The Hanseatic Republics were incorporated into the North German Union, under 
the constitution of the latter, July 1, 1867.] 

HANSEATIO REPUBLICS, 1827. 

CONVENTION OF FRIENDSHIP, co~rnERCE, AND NAVIGATION, WITH THE 
HANSEATIC REPUBLICS, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTO:~ DECEMBER 20, 
18:!7; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE JANUARY 7, Hli8; RATIFIED BY 
PRESIDENT; RATH'ICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON JUNE 2, 1828; 
PIWCLAIMED JUNE 2, 1828, 

Convention of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation, between tlie United 
States of America and the Free Hanseatic Republics of Lubeck, Bremen, 
and Hamburg. 

The United States of America on the one part, and the Republic and 
Free Hanseatic Oity of Lubeck, the Republic and Free Hanseatic City 
of Bremen, and the Uepublic and Free Hanseatic City of Hamburg, (each 
State f,or itself separately,) on the other part, being desirous to give 
greater facility to their commercial intercourse, and to place the privi­
leges of their navigation on a basis of the most f'Xtended liberalitr, have 
resolved to fix, in a manner clear, <listinct, and positive, tile rules which 
shall l)e observed between the one and the other, by means of a con-
ventiou of friendship, commerce, and navigation. 

For the attainment of this most desirable object, the President of the 
United States of America has conferred full powers on Henry Olay, 
·their Secretary of State; and the Senate of the Republic and Free 
Hanseatic City of Lubeck, the Senate of the Republic and Free Han­
seatic City of Bremen, and the Senate of the Republic and Free Han­
seatic City of Hamburg, have conferred full powers on Vincent Rumpfl', 
their Minister Plenipotentiary near the United States of America; 

Who, after having exchanged their said full powers, fouud in due and 
proper form, have agreed to the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Imro~tat.ion into The contracting parties agree, that whatever kind of produce, manu­
!·he Umted. States facture, or merchandise of any foreign country can be, from time to time, 
m Hanseatrn ves- I f II • t d • t th U • d S • h • I b sels. aw n y 1mpor e 10 o e mte tates m t eir own \""esse s, may e 

also imported in vessels of the said Free Hanseatic Republics of Lubeck, 
Tonnage duties. Bremen, and Hambutg; and that no higher or other duties upon the 

tonnage or cargo.of the vessel shall be levied or collected, whether the 
importation be made in vessels of the United States, or of either of the 

Importation into said Hunseatic Republics. And, in like manuer, that whatever kind of 
l,Ia~seatie Rcpnb- prodnce, manufacture, or merchandise of any foreign conn try can be, from 
hes_ 111 vesselsof t lle time to time, lawfully imported into either of the said Hanseatic Re­
Umted States. bl' • ·t I b I • d • l f h U • d pu 1es, 1111 sown vesse s, may. ea so unporte 10 vesse so t e mte 

Tonnage duti~s. States; and that no higher or other duties upon the tonnage or cargo 
of the vessel shall be le\'iecl or collected, whether the importation be 

Exports. made in vessels of the one party or of the other. And they further 
agree, that whate,·er may be lawfully exported, or re-exported, by one 
party in its own vessels, to any foreign country, may, in like ma111wr, 

Bounties and be exported or re-exported in the ,·essels of the other party. And the 
drawbacks. same bounties, duties, and drawbacks shall be allowed and collected, 

whether such exportation or re-exportation be made in vessels of the 
Port charges. one part.y or of the other. Nor shall higher or other cliarges, of any 

kind, be imposed in the ports of the one party, on vessels of the other, 
than are or shall be payable in too same ports by national vessels. 
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ARTICLE II. 

No hi~her or other duties sh:all be imposed on the importation, into _Equality of du­
the TJ mted States, of any article the produce or manufacture of the t 1 e ~ on prolluco 
F_rf'e Hanseatic Republics of L~beck, Bremen, and Hamburg; and no of eith er country. 
higher or other duties shall be imposed on the importation into either 
of the said Republics, of any article the produce or manufa:iture of the 
United States, than are or shall be payable ou the like article being the 
produce ~r manuf~ture of any oth~r foreign country ; nor shall any 
other ~r higher dut1~ or charges b!' imposed by either party on the ex-
portation of any articles to the U mted States, or to the Free Hanseatic 
Republics of Lubeck, Bremen, or Hamburg, respectively, than such as 
are, or shall be payable on the exportation of the like articles to any 
other !oreign country ; nor shall any prohibition be imposed on the im- . ~quality of pr<l" 
portation or exportation of any article the produce or manufacture of hibitions. 
the United States, or of the Free Hanseatic Republics of Lubeck, Bre-
men, or Hamburg, to or from the ports of the United States, or to or 
from the ports of the other party, which shall not equally extend to all 
other nations. 

ARTIOLE III. 

No priority or preference shall be given, directly or indirectly, by any . No fr~rerence of 
or either of the contracting parties, nor by any company, corporation, impor 3 ion. 
or agent, acting on their behalf, or under their authority, in the purchase 
of any article the growth, prodl1e'3, or manufacture of their States, re-
spectively, imported into the other, on account of, or in reference to the 
character of the vessel, whether it be of the one party or of the other: 
in which such article was imported; it being the true intent and mean-
ing of the contracting parties that no distinction or difference whatever 
shall be made in this respect. 

ARTIOLE IV. 

In consideration of the limited extent of the territories of the Repu b- What shall be 
lies of Lubeck, Bremen, and Hamburg, and of the intimate connection Bessels of Ln1ieck, 
of trade and navigation subsisting between these Republics, it is hereby b:;en, or am· 
stipulated and agreed, that any vessel which shall be owned exclusively 
by a citizen or citizens of any or either of them, and of which the mas-
ter shall also be a citizen of any or either of them, and provided three 
fourths of the crew shall be citizens or subjects of any or either of the 
said Republics, or of any or either of the States of the Confederation 
of Germany, such vessel, so owned and navigated, shall, for all the pur-
poses of this convention, be taken to be and considered as a vessel be-
longing to Lubeck, Bremen, or Hamburg. 

ARTICLE V. 

Any vessel, together with her cargo, belonging to either of the Free V1;886Rls ofbHl _an-
H • Re bl' f L b k B H b d • f seat1c epu 1 cs anseatic pu 1cs o u ec , remen, or am urg, an com mg rom O O m in g to the 
either of the said ports to the United States, shall, for all the purl?oses United States. 
of this convention, be deemed to have cleared from the Repubhc to 
which such vessel belongs, althongh, in. fact, it may not have been the 
one from which she departed; and any vessel of the United Sta~s, and 
her cargo, trading to the ports of Lnbeck, Bremen, or Hamburg, directly, 
or in succession, shall, for the like purposes, be on the footing of a Han-
seatic vessel and her cargo making the same voyage. 

ARTICLE VI. 

It is likewise agreed that it shall be wholly free for all merchants, 
commanders of ships, and other citizens of both parties, to manage, 
themselves, their own business, in all the ports and places subject to tbe 
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jurisdiction of each other, as well with respect to the cousignuwnt 
and sale of their goods and merchandise by wholesale or retail, as with 
respect to the loading, unloading, and sending off their ships, submit­
ting themselves to the laws, decrees, and usages there established, to 
which native citizens are subjected; they being, in all these cases, to 
be treated as citizens of the Republic in which they reside, or at least 
to be placed on a footing vith the citizens or subjects of the most 
favored nation. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Disposal and in­
beri tanoo of per­
sonal property. 

The citizens of each of the contracting parties shall have power to 
dispose of t~eir personal goods, within the jurisdiction of the other, by 
sale, donation, testament, or otherwise; and their representatives, being 
citizens of the other party, shall succeed to their said personal goods, 

Heirs 
estate. 

whether by. testament or ab intestato, and they may take possession 
thereof, either by themselves or others acting for them, and dispose of 
the same at their will, paying such dues only as the inhabitants of the 
country wherein said goods are shall be subject to pay in like cases; 

to real and if, in the case of real estate, the said heirs would be prevented from 
entering into the possession of the inheritance on account of their char­
acter of aliens, there shall be granted to them the term of three years to 
dispose of the same, as they may think proper, and to withdraw the pro­
ceeds without molestation, and exempt from all duties of detraction on 
the part of the Government of the respective States. 

ARTICLE VIII . 

. Special protec- Both the contracting parties promise, and engage formally, to give 
:i~~rrsonsautl their special protection to the persons and property of the citizens of 

• each other, of all occupations, who may be in the territories subject to 
the juriscliction of the one or the other, transient or dwelling therein, 
leaving open and free to them the tribunals of justice for their judicial 
recourse, on the same terms which are usual and customary with the 
natives or citizens of the country in which they may be; for which they 
may employ, in defence of their rights, such advocates, .. 101icitors, notaries, 
agents, and factors as they may judge proper, in all their trials at law; 
and such citizens or agents shall have as free opportunity as native 
citizens to be wesent at the decisions and sentenceis of the tribunals, in 
all cases which IIJ.aY concern them, and likewise at the taking of all 
examinations and evidence which may be exhibited in the said trials. 

Jt'avors granted 
to other nations to 
become common. 

Duration of con­
vention. 

ARTIOLE IX. 

The contracting parties, desiring to live in peace and harmony with 
all the other nations of the earth, by means of a policy frank and 
equally friendly with all, engage mutually not to grant any particular 
favor to other nations, in respect of commerce and navigation, whicll 
shall not immediately become common to the other party, who shall 
enjoy the same freely, if the concession was freely made, or on allowing 
the same compensation, if the concession was copditional. 

ARTICLE X. 

The present convention shall be in force for the term of twelve years 
from the date hereof, and further, until the end of twelve months after 
the ~vernm~nt of the United States on the o.ne part, or the free Han­
seat1c Repubhcs of Lubeck, Bremen, or Hamburg, or either of them, on 
the other part, shall have given notice of their Jntention to terminate 
the same; each of the said contracting parties reserving to itself the 
right of giving such notice to the other, at the end of the said term of 
tw~lve years. And it is hereby agreed between tliem that, at the expi-
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r~tion of twelve ~onths after such not!ce shall have been rec~ived by 
e~t~er of the parties from the other, this convention, and all the pro­
v1s1ons there?f,. ishall, altoge!h~r, cease and determine, as far as regards 
the States ginng and. rece1vmg such notice; it being always under­
st?od and agreed tha~, 1f_one or more of the Hanseatic Republics afore­
said sh_all, at !he expiration of twelv~ ye~rs from the date hereof, give 
or receive notice of the proposed termmat10n of this convention it shall 
neve~t~eless remai~ in full ~orce and op~ration as far as reg~rds the 
remammg Hanseatic Republics or Republic, which may not have given 
or received such notice. 

ARTICLE XI. 
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. The present convention being approved and ratitled by the President Ratifications. 
of the United States, by and with the advice and consen·t of the Senate 
thereof, and by the Senates of the Hanseatic Republics of Lubeck, Bre-
men, and Hamburg, tho ratifications shall be exchanged at Washing-
ton within nine months from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof-we, the Plenipotentiaries of t.he contracting parties, Signatures. 
have signed the present convention, and have thereto affixed our seals. 

Done in quadruplicates at the city of Washington, on the twentieth Date. 
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-seven, in the fifty-second year of the Independence of t)le 
United St.ates of America, 

H. CLAY. [L. s.] 
V. RUMPFF. [L. s.] 

HANSEATIC REPUBLICS} 1828. 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE TO THE CONVENTION OF DE<JmdBER 20 1827, WITH June 4 1828 
THE HANSEATIC REPUBLICS, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTON JUNE 4, ' • 
1828; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE DECEMBER 29, 18'28; RATIFIED 
BY PRESIDENTj RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON JAN-
UARY 14, 1829; .t'ROCLAIMED JANUARY 14, 1829. 

Additi<mal article to the convention of friendship, commerce, and naviga­
tion, concluded at Washington on the twentieth day of December, 1827, 
between the United States of .America and the Hanseatic Republics of 
Lubeck, Bremen, and Hamburg. 

The United States of America and the Hanseatic Republics of Lubeck, Preamble. 
Bremen, and Hamburg, wishing to favor their mutual commerce by 
affording, in their ports, every necessary assistance to their respective 
vessels, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have further agreed upon the [See conv uti u 
following additional ad,icle to the convention of friendship, commerce, of 1827 pp.e 416-
antl navigation, concluded at Washington on the twentieth day of 419.J ' 
December, 1827, between the contracting parties. 

The Consuls and Vice-Consuls may cause to be arrested the sailors, Arrest of desert• 
be• f h f h I f th • t· t • h crs from vessels. mg part o t e crews o t e vesse s o e1r respec 1ve coun ries, w o 
shall haYe deserted from the said vessels, in order to send them back 
and transport them out of the country. For which purpose the said 
Consuls and Vice-Consuls shall address themselves to the courts, 
judges, and officers competent, and shall demand the said deserters, in 
writing, proving by an e:x:hil>ition of the registers of the said vess~ls, ?r 
ship's roll, or other official document, that those men were part of said 
crews; and on this dem;md being _so proved, (saving, howeve1·, where 
the contrary is proved,) the delivery shall n(!t b,e refused; an_<l there 
shall be given all aid and assistance to the said Oonsuls aud Vwe-Con-
suls for the search, seizure, and arrest of the siiid dtiserters, who shall 
eve11 be detained and kept in the prisons of the count1·y, at their request 
anll expense, until they shall have found opportunity of sending them 
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back. But if they be not sent back within two months, to be counted 
from the day of their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, and shall be no 
more arrested for the same cause. 

It is understood, however, that if the deserter should be found to 
have committed any crime or offence, his surrender may be delayed 
until the tribunal before which the case shall be depending shall have 
pronounced its sentence, and such sentence shall have been carried 
into effect. 

Effect of addi- The present additional article shall have the same force and value as 
tional article. if it were inserted, word for word, in the convention signed at Wash­

Ratifications. 

Signatnree. 

Date. 

April 30, 1852. 

ington on the twentieth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-seven, and being approved and ratified by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof, and by t,he Senates of the Hanseatic Republics of Lubeck, 
Bremen, and Hamburg, the ratifications shall be exchanged at Wash­
ington within nine months from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof we, the undersigned, by virtue of our respective full 
powers, have signed the present additional article, and have thereto 
affixed our seals. 
- Done in quadruplicate at the city of Washington, on the fourth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight. 

H. OLAY. [L. s.) 
V. RUMPFF. [L. s.) 

HAN~EATIC REPUBLICS, 1852. 

CONVENTION WITH HAMBURG, BREMEN AND LUBECK, FOR EXTENDING 
THE JURISDICTION OF CONSULS, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTON APRIL 
30, 1852; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE AUGUST 30, 1852; RATIFIED 
BY PRESIDENT SEPTEMBER 24, 1852; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT 
WASHINGTON FEBRUARY 25, 1853; PROCLAIMED JUNE 6, 1853. 

Oon'Dentionfor fhe mutual extension of the jurisdiction of Oonsu1A, between 
the United States <>j America and the Free and Hanseatic Republics of 
Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck. 

Contracting par- The United States of America and the Free and Hanseatic Repoblicks 
ties. of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck, having agreed to extend, in certain 

cases, the jurisdiction of their respective Consuls, and to increase the 
powers granted to said Consuls by existing treaty stipulations, have 
named for this purpose, as their respective Plenipotentiaries, to wit: 

Negotiatora. The President of the United States of America, Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States, and the Senate of the Free and 
Hanseatic City of Hamburg, the Senate of the Free and Hanseatic City 
of Bremen, and the Senate of the Free and Hanseatic City of Lubeck, 
Albert Schumacher, Consul-General of Hamburg and Bremen in the 
United States; 

Who, having exchanged their full powers, found in doe and proper 
form, have agreed to and signed the following articles·: 

ARTIOLE I. 

Settlement or The Consuls Vice-Consuls, commercial and vice-commercial agents 
disputes between of each of the bigh contracting parties shall have the right as such, to 
maetere and crows. sit as judges and arbitrators in such differences as may arise between 

the masters and crews of the vessels belonging to the nation whose in­
terests are committed to their charge, without the interference of the 
local authorities, unless the conduct of the crews or of the master should 
disturb the order or tranquillity of the country; or the said Consuls, 
Vice-Consuls, commercial agents, or vice.commercial agents, should r1·· 
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quire their assistance in executing or supporting their own decisions. 
But ~his s~ies of jud~ment or arbitration shall not deprive the con­
tendrng parties of the right they have to resort, on their return, to the 
judicial authority of their own country. 

ARTICLE II. 
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The present convention shall be in force for the term of twelve years Duration of con­
from the day of its ratifications; and further until the end of twelve vention. 
months, after the Government of th~ United States on the one part, or 
the Free and Hanseatio Republicks of Hamburg, Bremen, or Lubeck, or 
either of them, on the other part, shall have given notice of their in-
tention to terminate the same; each of the contracting parties reserv 
ing to itself the right of giving such notice to the other at the end of 
the said term of twelve years. And it is hereby agreed that, at the ex-
piration of twelve months after such notice shall have been received by 
either of the parties from the other, this convention, and all the pro-
visions thereof, shall altogether cease and determine, as far as regards 
the States giving and receiving such notice; it being always under-
stood and agreed that, if one or more of the Free and Hanseatic 
Republicks aforesaid shall, at the expiration of twelve years from the 
date of the ratification of the convention, give or receive notice of the 
termination of the same, it shall, nevertheless, remain in full force and 
operation, as far as regards the remaining Free and Hanseatic Repub-
licks or Republick, which may not have given or received such notice. 

ARTICLE llL 

This convention is concluded subject to the ratification of the Presi­
dent of the Unit.ed States of America, by and with the advice and con­
sent of the Senate thereof, and by the Senates of the Free an~ 
Hanseatic Republicks of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck; and the rati­
fications shall be exchanged at Washington within twelve months from 
the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
above articles, as well in German as in English, and have thereto affixed 
their seals. 

Done in quadruplicate, at the city of Washington, on the thirtieth 
day of April, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and ff:fty-two, in the 
seventy-sixth year of the Independence of the Umted States of 
America. 

DAN'L WEBSTER. [L. s.J 
A. SCHUMACHER. [L. s.1 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Date. 
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