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PROVISIONAL ART_ICLES FOR TREATING OF PEACE BETWEEN THE UNITED Nov. 30, 1782. 
STA.TES OF AMERICA AND HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY, CONCLUDED AT-----
PARIS NOVEMBER 30, 178-2; PROCLAMATION ORDERED BY CONGRESS 
APRIL 11, 1783. 

Articles agreed upon, by and between Richard Oswald, Esquire, the Com
missioner of His Britannic Majesty, for treat·ing of peace with tlie Com
missioners of the United States of Amet·ica, in b!]half of his said Majesty 
on the one part, and-John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and 
Henry Laurens, four of the Commissioners of the said States for treating 
of peace with the Commissioner of his said Majesty, on their belialf, on the 
other part. To be inserted in, and to constitute the treaty of peace pro
posed to be concluded between tlie Crown of Great Britain and the said 
United States; but which treaty is not to be concluded untill terms of a 
peace shall be agreed, upon between Great Britain and France, and His 
Britannic Majesty shall be ready to CO?Wlude such treaty accordingly. 

Whereas reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience are found by Preamble. 
experience to form the only permanent foundation of peace and friend-
ship between States, it is agreed to form the articles of the proposed 
treaty on such principles of liberal equity and reciprocity, as that par-
tial advantages (those seeds of discord) being excluded, such a bene-
ficial and satisfactory intercourse between the two countries may be 
established as to promise and secure to both perpetual peace and har-
mony. 

ARTICLE I, 

His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., IndeJ:!endence of 
New Hampshire, Massachnset's Bay, Rhode f'sland and Providence the Umted States 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- acknowledged. 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
to be free, sovereign, and independent States; that he treats with them 
as such, and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquish.es all claim 
to the Goavernment, propriety, and territorial rights of the same and 
every part thereof; and that all disputes which might arise in future on 
the subject of the boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, 
it is hereby agreed and declared that the following are and shall be 
their boundaries, viz: 

ARTICLE II. 

From the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, viz., that angle which is t :i<?nh~riea es-
formed by a line drawn due north from the source of St. Croix River to a 18 

• 

the Highlands; along the Highl~nds wnich divide those ri,·e_rs that 
empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from those winch fall 
into the Atlantic Qcean, to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut 
River; thence down along the middle of that river to the 45th degree 
of north latitude; from thence, by a line doe west on said latita~e 
untill it strikes the river Iroquois or Cataraquy; thence along the mICl-
dle of said riYer into Lake Ontario, through the middle of said lake 
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untill it strikes the communication by w~ter between t_hat _lak<' aml 
Lake Erie; thence along the middle of s~1~ com!"umcat10n rnto LakP 
Erie, through the middle of said lake untdl 1t amves at the water eo~n
munication between that lake and Lake Huron; thence along tlle nud
dle of said water communication into the Lake Huron; thence through 
the middle of said lake to the water communication between that lake 
and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior northward of the_isles 
Royal and Phelippeaux, to the Long Lake; thence through the middle 
of said Long La~e, and the water communication between it and theLa~e 
of the Woods, to the said Lake of the Woods; thence through the said 
lake to the most northwestern point thereof, and from theQ.ce on a due 
west course to the river Mississippi; thence by a line to be drawn along 
the middle of the said river Mississippi nntill it shall intersect the north
ernmost part of the 31st degree of nor~h latitude: South, by ~ line ~o 
be drawn due east from the determination of the lme last mentioned, m 
the latitude of 31 degrees north of the equator, to the mirldle of the 
river Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof to 
its junction with the Flint River; thence straight to the head of St. 
Mary's River; an<l thence down along the middle of St. Mary's River to 
the Atlantic Ocean. East, by a. line to be drawn along the middle of 
the river St. Croix, from its month in the bay of Fundy to its source, 
and from its source directly north to the aforesaid highlands which 
divide the rivers that fail into the Atlantic Ocean, from those which 
fall into the river St. Laurence; comprehending all islands within 
twenty leagues o~ any part of the shores of the United States, and lying 
between lines to be d1'8twn due east from the points where the aforesaid 
boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one part, and East Florida on 
the"other, shall respectively touch the bay of Fundy and the Atlantic 
Ocean; excepting such islands as now are, or heretofore have been, 
within the limits of the said province of Nova Scotia. 

ARTIOLE Ill. 

Rig~t of :fiahery. It is agreed that the people of the United States shall continue to 
enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of every kind on the Grand 
Bank, and on all the other banks of Newfoundland; also in the Gulph 
of St. Lawrence, and at all other plnces in the sea, where the inhabit
ants of both countries used at-any time heretofore to fish ; and also that 
the inhabitants of the United States shall have. liberty to take fish of 
every kind on such part of t,hecoast of Newfoundland as British fishermen 
shall use, (but not to dry or cure the same on that island;) and also on 
the coasts, bays, and creeks of all other of his Britannic Majesty's domin • 
ions in America; and that the American :fishermen shall have liberty 
to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbours, and creeks 
of Nova ~tia, Magdalen l&lands, and Labrador, so long as the same 
&hall remam unsettled; but .so soon as the same or either of them shall 
be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure 
fil!h at such settlement, without a previo118 agreement for that purpose 
with the inhabitants, proprietors, or possessors of the ground. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Recoveryofdebta. It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet with no lawful 
impediment to the recovery of the full value in sterling money of o.11 
bona fide debts heretofore contracted~ 

ARTIOLE V. 

Reatitntion of I~ is agreed that the (!ongres& shall earnestly recommend it to the 
eooft&eatedestatea •• legi&latures of the respective States to provide for the restitution of all 

estates, ri~~ts, an<~ properties which have been confiscated, belonging 
to real Bnttsh &UbJects, o.nd also of the estates, rights, and propertiei. 
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of persons resident in districts in the possession of His Majesty's arms 
aml who have not borne arms against the said United States: And that 
persons of any other descrip~ion shal! have free liberty t-0 go to any 
part or part.s of any of the thirteen Umted States, and therein to remain 
twelve months unmolested in their endeavours to obtain the restitution 
of such of their estates, rights, and properties as may have been confis
cated : And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several 
State~ a reconsideration and re~ision of all acts or laws regarding the 
pl"('m1ses, so as to render the said laws or acts perfectly consist{lnt, not 
only with justice and equity, but with that spirit of conciliation which, 
on the return of the blessings of peace, should universally prevail : 
And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several States 
that the estates, rights, and properties of such last-mentioned persons 
shall be restored to them, they refunding to any persons who may be 
now in possession the bona fide price ( where any has been given) which 
such persons may have paid on purchasing any of the said lands, rights, 
or properties since the confiscation. And it is agreed that all persons 
who have any interest in confiscated lands, either by debts, marriage 
settlements, 01· otherwise, shall meet with no lawful impediment in the 
prosecution of their jnst rights. 

ARTIOLE VI. 
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That there shall be no future confiscations made, nor any prosecutions No further con
commenced against any person or persons for or by reason of the part fisc!'tions or prose
w bich he or they may have taken in the present war, and that no person cntious. 
shall, on that account, suffer any future loss or damage, either in his 
person, liberty, or property; aml that those who IDJ\Y be in confinement 
on such charges, at the time of the ratification of the treaty in America, 
shall be immediately set at liberty, and the prosecutions so commenced 
be discontinued. 

.ARTICLE VU. 

There shall be 3 firm and perpetual peace between His Britannic Hostilities to 
Majesty and the said States, and between the subjects of the one and cease. 
the citizens of the other, wherefore all hostilities, both by sea and land, 
shall then immediately cease: All prisoners, on both sides, shaH be set 
at liberty; and his Britannic Majesty shall, with all convenient speed, 
and without caosing any destruction, oi: carrying away any negroes or 
other property of tht, American inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, .. 
garrisons, and fleets from the said Ubited States, and from evei-~' port, Bnti_sh armies 

l d h b "th" h l • • II ,. rt"fi ti" •b to be w1tl11lrawn. p ace, an . ar our w1 m t e same, eavmg 1n a ,o 1 ca ons ~ e 
American artillery that may be therein; and sh~ll also order and cau~ 
all archives, records, deeds, and papers belongmg to any of the said 
States or their citizens, which in the course of the war may have fallen 
into the hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored and delivered to 
the proper States and persons to whom they belong. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The navigation of the river Mi88issippi, from its source to the ocean, • Nayi~t:io~ of 
shall forever remain free and open to the subjects of Great Britain and th e M1881881PP1

• 

the citizens of the United States. 

ARTICLE IX. 

In case it should so happen that any place or territory belonging to Conquesta t.o be 
Great Britain or to the United States should be conquered by the arms restored. 
of either from the other, before the arrival of these articles in Amer~ca, 
it is agreed that the same shall be restored without difficult,y and with-
out requiring any compensation. 



264 PUBLIC TREATIES. 

Signatures· Done at Paris the thirtieth day of November, in the year one thou-
date. ' sand seven hundred and eighty-two. 

Sept. 30, 1782. 

RICHARD OSWALD. 
JOHN ADAMS. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
JOHN JAY. 
HENRY LAURENS. 

Witness: 0.ALEB WmTEFOORD, 
Secr'y to the British Commission. 

W. T. FRANKLIN, 
Secr'y to the American Commission. 

SEPARATE ARTICLE. 

[L. 8.] 
jL. S.j 
[L. s. I 
[L. S.J 
[L. S.] 

west Florida. It is hereby unde1·stood and agreed that in case Grea~ Britain, ~t the 
conclusion of the present war, shall recover, or be put 1~ posse~srnn of 
West Florida the line of north boundary between the said provrnee and 
the United States shall be a line drawn from the mouth of t,he river 
Yassous,. where it unites with the Mississippi, due east, to the rirnr 
Apalachicola. . 

Sign.a1;nree; Done at Paris the thirtieth day of November, m the year one thou-
date. sand seven hundred and eighty-two. 

Attest: 0.ALEB WHITEF00RD, 

RICHARD OSWALD. 
JOHN ADAMS. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
JOHN JAY. 
HENRY LAURENS. 

k~ecr'y to the British Commission. 
W. T. FRANKLIN, 

Secr'y to the American Commission. 

GREAT BRITAIN, 1783. 

I
L. S.] 
L. S.] 
L, S.] 
L. S.I 

IL, s.] 

20 1783 ARMISTICE DECLARING A CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE 
January ' ' UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN, CONCLUDED AT VERSAILLES 

Armistice. 

JANUARY 20, 1783. 

We, the undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of North America, having received from Mr. Fitz Herbert, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, a declaration relative· to a 
suspension of arms to be established between his said Majesty and the 
said States, the tenor whereof is as follows: 

Declaration of "Whereas the preliminary articles ~greed upon and signed this day, 
British minister. between His Majesty the King of Great Britain and His Majesty the 

Most Ohristian King on the one part, and likewise between his said 
Britannic Majesty and His Catholic Majesty on the other part, contain 
the stipulation of a cessation of hostilities between those three Powers, 
which is to take place after the exchange of the ratifications of the said 
preliminary articles: And whereas, by the provisional treaty signed on 
the thirtieth day of November last, between His Britannic Majesty and 
the United States of North America, it hath been stipulated that that 
treaty should take effect as soon as peace should be established between 
the said Orowns: The undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannic Majesty does declare, in the name and by the express order 
of the King, bis master, that the said United States of North America, 
theirsnbjects,and their possessions, Rhall be comprehended in the above-




