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Ratifications. 

Siguatures. 

Date. 

April 30, 1803. 

l'UBLIO TREATIES. 

Lawrence or elsewhere on the American coast northward of th~ C"uited 
States. But the whale and seal fisheries shall be free to both m eYPry 
qnarter of the world. . . 

This convention shall be ratified on both sides m due form, a"!ld the 
ratifications exchanged in the space of six months, or sooner It pos-
sible. . . h . d th ,. In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries ave s1gne e auo,e 
artiules both iu the French and English languages, and ~he1 b3:ve thereto 
affixed their seals: declaring, nevertheless, that the. s1gnmg m the two 
languages shall not be brought into precedent, nor m any way operate 
to the prejudice of either party. . . . 

Done at Paris the eighth day of Vendemia1re of the nmth_ ;\-~a: of the 
French Republic, the thirtieth day of September, anno Domm1 eighteen 
hundred. 

J. BONAPARTE. 
C. P. FLEUlUEU. 
ROEDER ER. 
O. ELLSWORTH. 
W.R. DAVIE. 
\V. V. MURRAY. 

[L. S.j 
[L. S. 

t
L. s. 
L. S.j 
L. S.t 

[L. S.) 

[The Senate of the United States did, by their resolution ~n the :M r)ay of February, 
1801 consent to and advise the ratification of the convention : Pnmded, The second 
artidle be expnnged, and that the following article be added or inserted : "It is agr~ed 
that the present convention shall be in force for the term of eight years from the time 
of the exchanie of the ratifications." 

Bonaparte, First Consul, in the name of the French people, ~onslln_ted on the _3!st 
Jnly, 1801," to accept, ratify, and confirm the above convent101?, with the add1t!on 
importing that the convention shall be in force for the space of eight years, and with 
the retrenchment of the second article: Prom.ded, That by this retrenchment the 
two States renounce the respective pretent-ions, which are the object of the said 
article." 

These ratifications, having been exchange<} at Paris on the 31st of Jul:v, 1801, 
were again submitted to the Senate of the United States, which on the 19th of De
cember, 1801, declared that it considered the convention fully ratified, and returned H 
to the President for promulgation.] 

FRANCE, 1803. 

TREATY WITH FRANCE FOR THE CESSION OF LOUISIANA, CONCLUDEL 
AT PARIS APRIL :10, 11:!03; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE OCTOBER 
20, 180:l; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT OCTOBER 21, 1803; RATII~ICATIONS 
EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON. OCTOBER 21, 1803; PROCLAIMED OCTOBER 
21, 1803. 

Treaty between the United States of America and the French Republic. 

Contracting par- The President of the United States of America., and the First Consul 
tieR. of the French Republic, in the name of the French people, desiring to 

remove all source of misunderstanding relative to objects of discussion 
mentioned in the second and fifth articles of the convention of the 8th 

[d8'v"' Art iciest. 11 Veudemiaire, an 9 (31)th September, 1800) relative to the rights claimed 
au • conven ion b th U ·t d St • • f' h d of 1800, pp. 225, •. V e m e ate_,s, m nrtne ? t e tr~aty c_onclu ed at Madrid, the 
2~6; also" Spain," !!7th of October, 1790, between his Catholic MaJest;y and the said United 
treaty of 1795.] States, and willing to strengthen the unioQ and friendship which at the 

time of the said convention was happily re-established between the two 
uati~ns, hav~ respec~ively named their ~lenipotentiaries, to wit: the 

Negotiators. President ot the Umted States, f of America,] by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate of the said Staties, Robert U. Livingston, 
Miuister Plenipotentiary of the United States, and James Monroe 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of the said States: 
near the Govemment of the :French Republic; and the First Comm! in 
the name of the French people, Citizen Francis Barbe Marbois, Mini~ter 
of the Public Treasury; who, after having respectively exchanged their 
full powers, have agreed to the following articles: 
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ARTICLE l. 

Whereas by the article the third of the treaty concluded at St. Idel- Rotrocessiou 
fonso, the 9th Vendemiaire, an 9 (1st October, 1800,) between the First from :Spain to 
Consul of the l!,!ench Re_publi~ aud His <;Jatholic Majesty, it was agreed France st ated. 
as follows: "His Catholic ~aJ~sty promise~ and engages on his part, to 
cede to the French Republic, six mouths after the full and entire execu-
ti~n of the conditions and stipulations herein relative to His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Parma, the colony or province of Louisiana with 
the same extent that it now has iu the hands of Spain, and that i't bad 
when France possessed it, an4 such as it should be after the treaties 
subsequently entered into bet"°een Spain and other States." And 
whereas, in pursuance of the treaty, and particularly of the third arti-
cle, the l!'rench Republic bas an incontestible title to the domain and to 
tRhe pobs

1
~sdsio!l. of tothe _said terhritoUry: TdheSFirst Consul of the .French Cession to United 

epu 1c esmng give tot e mte tates a strong proof of his States. 
friendship, doth hereby cede to the saicl United States, in the name of 
the French Republic, forever and in full sovereignty, the said territory, 
with all its rights and appurtenances, as fully and in the same manner 
as they have been acquired by the French Republic, in virtue of the 
above-mentioned treaty, concluded with His Catholic Majesty. 

ARTICLE II. 

In the cession made by the preceding article are included the adja- Islan?s, &c;, in
cent islands belonging to Louisiana, all public lots and squares, vacant clndedm 0088100

• 

lands, and all public buildings, fortifications, barracks, and other edifices 
which are not private property. The archives, papers, and documents, 
relative to the domaiu and sovereignty of Louisiana and its depend-
ences, will be left in the possession of the commissaries of the United 
States, and copies will be afterwards given in due form to the magis-
trates and municipal officers of such of the said papers and documento 
as may be necessary to them. 

ARTICLE III. 

T'ne inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated in the hlnh~bltant\ of 
Union of the United States, and admitted as soon as possible, accord- t oce e tern ory. 
ing to the principles of the Federal constitution, to the enjoyment of all 
the rights, advantages, and immunities of citizens of the United States; 
and in the mean time they shall be maintained and protected in the 
free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the religion which they 
profess. 

ARTICLE IV. 

There shall be sent by the Government of France a commissary_ to Transfer of terri
Louisiana, to the eud that he do every act necessary, as well to receive tory. 
from the officers of His Catholic Majesty the said country and its depend-
ences, in the name of the Frenc~ Republic, if it has not been already 
done, as to transmit it in the name of the French Republic to the com-
missary or agent of the United States. 

ARTICLE v. 
Immediately after the ratification of the present treaty by the Presi

dent of the United States, and in case that of the First Consul shall 
have been previously obtafoed, the commissary of the :French Republic 
shall remit all military posts of New Ode~ns, ~ml other parts o~ th~ 
ceded territory, to the commissary or comm1ssar~es named by th~ I resi-
dent to take possession ; the troops, whether ot France or Spam, who 
may be there, shall cease to occupy any military post from _the t_ime of 
taking posset-1sion, and shall be embarked as soon as possible, m the 
cour,m of three mouths after the ratification of tllis treaty. 

PoBBession by 
United States. 



234 PUBLIC TREATIES. 

ARTl:OLE VI. 

Unitecl States to The United States promise to exec~te sudch htreat!ebs and! artti~les ast·· 
execute certain In- may have been agreed between Spam an ~ e t.ri es am na 1011s ? 
tliau trea·ies. Indians until by mutual consent of the Umted States and the said 

tribes o~ nati~ns, other suitable articles shall have been agreed upon. 

ARTIOLE VII. 

Exclnsive privi- As it is reciprocally advantageous t,o th~ co~merce of Fran?e an~ the 
legcs. fFrcncb and United States to encourage the commumcation of both nat1~ms tor a 
Spamsh verssels. limited time in the country ceded by the pre8('nt treaty, until general 

arrangements relative to the commerce of ~th nations may be agreed 
on• it has been agreed between the contracting parties, that. the French 
shi7ps e.oming directly from France or any of her colonies, loaded only 
with the produce and manufactures of France or her said colonies; and 
the ships of Spain coming directly from Spain or an_y of her colon!es, 
loaded only with the produce or manufactures of Spam or her colomes, 
shall be admitted during the space of twelve years in in the port of New 
Orleans, and in all other legal ports of entry within the ceded territory, 
in the same manner as the ships of the United States coming directly 
from France or Spain, or any of their colonies, without being subject to 
any other or greater duty on mercbandize, or other or greater tonnage 
than tha~ paid by the citizens of the United States. 

Duration ofpriv- During the space of time above mentioned, no other nation shall have 
ileges. a right to the same privilegee in the ports of the ceded territory ; the 

twelve years shall commence three months after the exchange of rati
fications, if it shall take place in France, or three months after it shall 
have been notified at Paris to the French Government, if it shall take 
place in the United States; it is however well understood that the ob
ject of the above article is to favor the mannfactures, commerne, freight, 
and navigation of France and of ·spain, so far as relates to the impor
tations that the French and Spanislt shall make into the s,tid ports of 
the United States, without in any sort affecting the regulations that the 
United Stateti may make concerning the exportation of the prodnce and 
merchandize .of the United States, or any right they may have to make 
such regulations. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Ve!ll!elsofl!'rance In future and forever after the expiration of the twelve years, the 
ou footing of m011t ships of France shall be treated upon the footing of the most favoured 
favored nations. nations in the ports above mentioned. 

ARTIOLE.lX. 

A particular con- The particular convention signed this day by the respective ministers, 
ventiou to be rati- having for its object to provide for the payment of debts due to the 
fled. citizens of the United States by the French Republic prior to the 30th 

(See p.235.] Septr., 1800, (8th Vendemiaire, an 9,) is approved, and to have its exe
cution in the_ same manne~ as ir it bad been inserted in this present 
treaty; and 1t shall be ratified m the same form anll in the same time 
so that the oue shall not be ratified distinct from the other. • ' 

. Auot,her co~veu- Another particular co~v.ention signed at the same date as the present 
t1011 to be ratified. treatr relative to a defl01t1ve rule between the contracting parties is in 

[Seep. 236.] the like manner approved, and will be ratified in the same form and in 

Ratifications. 

the Rame time, a~d jointly. ' 

ARTIOLE X. 

'-';he p~esent treaty shall be ratified in good and due form, and the 
ratifications shall be exchanged ju the space of six months after the 
date_ of the signature by the l\finist,ers Plenipotentiary, or sooner if 
poss1ule. 
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1!1 fai~h whereof, the respt'Ctiv_e Plenipotentiaries have signed these Signatures. 
art10les m the French and Enghsh languages; declarinrr nevertheless 
that the present treaty was originally agreed to in the Fre"uch language• 
and have thereunto affixed their seals. ' 

Done at Paris the tenth day of Florea!, in the eleventh :vear of the Date. 
French RepuJ>lic, and the 30th of April, 1803. • 

ROBT. R. LIVINGSTON. fL. s.] 
JAS. MONROE. [L. s.] 
F. BARB~ MARBOIS. [L. s.J 

FRANCE, 1803. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE April 30, 1803. 
FRENCH REPUBLIC FOR PAYMENT OF SIXTY MILLIONS OF FRANCS BY-----
THE UNITED STATES, CONCLUDED AT PARIS APRIL 30, 1803; RATIFICA-
TION ADVISED BY SENATE OCTOBER 20, 1803; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT 
OCTOBER2l, 1803; RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON OCTO-
BER 21, 1803; PROCLAIMED OCTOBER 21, 1S03. 

The President of the United States of America and the First Consul Contraotiogpar
of the French Republic, in the name of the French people, in conse- ties.· 
qnence of the treaty of cession of Louisiana, which bas been signed 
this day, wishing to regulate definitively everything which has relation 
t!) the said cession, have authorized to· this effect the Plenipotentiaries, 
that is to say: the President of the United States has, by and with the Negotiators. 
advice and consent of the Senate of the said States, nominated for their 
Plenipotentiaries, Uobert R. Livingston, Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United Stares, and James Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy 
Extraordinary of the said United States, near the Government of the 
French Republic ; and the First Consol of the French Republic, in the 
name of the French people, bas named as Plenipotentiary of the said 
Republic, the citizen Francis Barbe Marbois; who, in virtue of t!ieir 
full powen, which have been exchanged this day, have agreed to the 
following articles : 

ARTIOLE I. 

The Government of the United States engages to pay to the French Unito1 States 
Government, in the manuer specified in the following article, the sum rraiii!~o ~i~ooo 
of sixty millions of francs, independent of the 8Um which shall be fixed • 
by another convention for the payment of the debts due by France to 
citizens of. the United States. 

ARTIOLE Il. 

For the payment of the sum of sixty millions of francs, mentionecl in A stock to be 
the })receding article, the United· States shall create a stock of eleven creat~d cq~gi to 
~illions two hundred and fifty thousand doll:i,rs, bearing an interest of }::0 :l~• of 
six per cent. 1>er annum, payable half yearly m London, Amsterdam, or 
Paris, amounting by the half year, to three hundred and thirty-seven 
thousand five hundred dollarR, according to the proportions which shall 
be determined by the French Government to be paid at either place; 
the principal of the said stock to be reimbursed at the Treasury of the Whoo the fir~t 
United States, in annual payments of not less than three millions of payments sbull 00 
dollars each, of which the first payment shall commence fifteen year8 made. 
after the date of the exchange of mtiflcations: this stock shall be trans-
ferred to the Government of France, or to such person or persons as 
shall be anthorized to receive it 1 in three months at most after the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, and after Loµisiana shall be 
taken possession of in the name of the Government of the United 
States. 
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Terms of sale of It is further agreed, that if the French Govern men! SIJ?uld be desir-
stock. ous of disposing of the said stock to receive the capital Ill Enroiw, at 

shorter terms, that its measures for that purpos~ sh~ll be ~a~en s? as to 
favor in the greatest degree possible, the credit ot the Umted Dtates, 
and t~ raise to the highest, price the said stock. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

Value ofthedol- It is agreed that the dollar of the United States, sl?eci~ed in. the 
lar of the United present convention, shall be fixed at five francs l/rfu30 or five hvres eight 
St ates. sous tournois. 

Ratificat.ious. The present convention shall be ~atified in goo~ 3:nd due form, and 
the ratifications shall be exchanged m the space of six months to date 

Siguatures. 

Date. 

from this da:v, or sooner if possible. 
In faith of which the respec~ive Plenipotentiaries have signed the 

above articles, both' in the French and English languages, declaring, 
nevertheless that the present treaty has been originally agreed on and 
written in the French language; to which they have hereunto affixed 
their seals. 

Done at Paris the tenth of Florea!, eleventh year of the French Re-
public, l30th April, 1803.) 

ROBT. R. LIVINGSTON. lL. s.] 
JAS. MONROE. [L. s.] 
BARB~ MARBOIS. lL, s.J 

FRANCE, 1803. 

A ·1 30 180" CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
pri ' v. FRENCH REPUBLIC FOR PAYMENT OF SUMS DUE BY FRANCE TO CITI-

ZENS OF THE UNITED STATES, CONCLUDED AT PARIS APRIL 30, l!'lO:l; 
RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE OCTOBER 20, 1803; RATIFIED BY 
PRESIDENT OCTOBER 21, 1803; PROCLAIMED OCTOBER 21, 1803. 

Contracting par~ The President of the United States of America and the First Consul 
ties. of the French Republic, in the name of ·the French people, having by a 

[See Articles I} treaty of this date terminated all difficulties relative to Louisiana, and 
~~& ~ t;~t~ 26°J established on a solid foundation the friendship which unites the two 

' p. ' • nations, and being desirous, in compliance with the second and fifth 
articles of the convention of the eighth Vendemiaire, ninth year of the 
French Republic, (30th September, 1800,) to secure the payment of the 
sums due by France to the citizens of the United States, have respect-

Negotiators. ively nominated as Plenipotentiaries, that is to say: the President of 
the Uni~d States of .America, by and with the advice and consent of 
their Senate, Robert R. Livingston, Minister Plenipotentiary, and James 
Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of the said 
States, near the Government of the Jt'rench Republic; and the First 
Uonsnl, in the name of the French people, the citizen Francis Barbe 
Ma~bois, Minh•ter of the Public Treasury; who, after having exchanged 
their full powers, have agreed to the following articles: 

ARTICLE. I. 
D3hts due from Th h . . . 

Franco to citizens e debts due .V Fr~n~e _to C1~1zens of th~ Umted States, contracted 
of Unit~il States before the 8th of Vendemmue 1 mnth year of the French Republic, (30th 
to he pmtl. S~pt~mber, 1800,) shall be pa1d according to the following regulations, 

with rnterest '3,1, six per cent., to commence from the periods when the 
accounts and vouchers were pn'seuted to the :French Government. 

ARTICLE II. 
Debts provided The debts provided for by the preceding article are those whose re

for by Jhe precetl- suit is compri!'ed in the conjectural note annexed to the present conven
rng article. ti<_m, and which, with the int~rest, cannot, exceed the sum of twenty 

m1l11ons of francs. The clauns comprised in the Hai<l note which fall 
[See tables an- within the exceptions of the following articles, shall not be admitted to 

ncxcd.J the benefit of thi!'.! provision. 
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AR'l'ICLE III. 

The 1,1rincipal and interests of the said debts shall be discharged by How the_ debts 
the Umted States, by orders drawn by their Minister Plenipotentiary are to be paid. 
Oil thPir tre~surn th~se orders shall be payable sixty days after the 
exchange ot ratiticat10ns of the treaty and the conventions signed this 
day, and after possession shall be given of Louisiana by the commis-
saries of France to those of the United States. 

ARTICLE IV. 

It is expressly agreed that the preceding articles shall comprehend no What debts are 
debts but such as are_ due to citizens of the United States, .who have comprehen~e<l by 
been and are yet creditors of France, for supplies, for embargoes, and !tie/recedmg nr
prizes made at sea, in which the appeal has been properly lodged within [S .~ conv t· 
the time mentioned iu the said convention, 8th Vendemiaire, ninth year, of 1soo, pp~n22~~ 
(30th September, 1800.) 232.] 

ARTICLE V. 

The preceding articlAs shall apply only, 1st, to captures of which the To what cases 
council of prizes shall have ordered restitution, it being well under• articles particn
stood that the claimant cannot have recourse to the United States, larly apply. 
otherwise than he might have had to the Government of the French 
Republic, and only in case of iniiufficiency of the captors; 2d, the [See Article 5 
debts mentioned in the said fifth article of the convention con- conventionofH,00, 
tracted before the 8th Vendemiaire, an 9, (30th September, 1800,} the P· 226,] 
payment of which has been heretofore claimed of the actual Govern-
ment of France, and for whicb the creditors have a right to the protec-
tion of the United States; the said fifth article does not comprehend 
prizes whose condemnation has been or shall be confirmed: it is the 
express intention of the contracting parties not to extend the benefit of 
the pre<;ent convention to reclamations of American citizens, who shall 
have established houses of commerce in France, England, or other 
countries than the United States, in partnership with foreigners, and 
who by that reason and the nature of their commerce ought to be re-
garded as domiciliated in the places where such houses exist. All 
agreements and bargains concerning merchandize, which shall not be 
the property of American citizeus, are equally excepted from the benefit 
of the said convention, saving, however, to such persons their claims in 
like manner as if this treaty had not been made. 

ARTICLE VI. 

And that the different questions which may arise under the preceding c O m missioners 
article may be fairly investigated, the Minister Plenipotentiary of the of claims. 
United Stat-0s shall name three persons, who shall act from the present 
and provisionally, and who shall have full power to examine, without 
removing the documents, all the accounts of the different• claims already 
liquidated by the bureaus established for this purr, JSe by the French 
Republic, and to ascertain whether they belong to the classes designated 
by the present convention and the principles established in it; or if 
they are not in one of its exceptions and on their certificate, d~claring 
that the debt is due to an American citizen or his representative, and 
that it existed before the 8th Vendemiaire, 9th year, (30th September, 
1800,) the debtor shall be entitled to an order 011 the freasury of the [See Article III.] 
United States, in the manner prescribed by the third article. 

AR'l'ICLE VII. 

The same agents shall likewise have power, ~ithout remoying _the Examination of 
documents to examine the claims which are prepared for verification, prepared clauns. 
and to certify those which ought to be :i,dmi_tted by unit~ng the n~ces-
sary qualifications, and not being comprised m the exceptions con tamed 
in the prPsent convention. 
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ARTIOLE VIII. 

Enmioatio~ of The same agents sball likewis(' ~xami~~ the claims ~bic~1 are 1_10~ pre 
uoprepare1lcla1ms. pared for liquidation, and cert~fy _m "!r1tmg those which m their Judg

ment ought to be admitt.ed to hqmdatton. 

ARTICLE ]X. 

Debts,how to be In proportion as the debts mentioned in these ar~icles shall IJe a<lwit-
discharged. red, they shall be discharged with interest, at six per cent., by the 

treasury of the United States. 

ARTIOLE X. 

Agent of United And that no debt which sba.Il not not have the qualifications ~hove 
States to_ ass!st iu mentioned, and that no unjust or exorbitant demand may be admitted, 
tho_exumrnatioo of the commercial agent of the Unik>d States at Paris, or such other agent 
chums, &c. as the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States shall think proper 

to nominate, shall assist at the operations of the bureaus, and co-op~r~te 
in the examination of the claims; and if this agent shall be of opm1on 
that any debt is not completely proved, or if be shall judge tha;t it is 

[See Article V.] not comprised in the principles of the fifth article above mentioned, 
and if, notwithstanding bis opinion, the bureaus established by the 
French Government should think that it ought to be liquidated, he shall 
transmit his observations to the board-established by the United States, 
who, without removing documents, shall make a complete examination 
of the debt and vouchers which support it, and report the result to thA 
Minister of the United States. The Minister of the United States shall 
transmit bis observations, in all such cases, to the Minister of the Treas
ury of the French Republic, on whose report the French Government 
shall decide definitively in every case. 

Rojootion of The rejection of any claim shall have no other effect than to exempt 
claims. the United States from the payment of it, the French Government 

reserving to itself the right to decide definitively on s11ch claim so far 
as it concerns itself. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Decisions nnd Every necessary decision shall be made in the course of a year, to 
recla~ation& commence from _the exchange of ratifications, and no reclamation shall 

be admitted afterwards. 
ARTICLE XII . 

• Claim& :n8i:il. In case of claims for debts contracted by the Government of France 
;~ P • ' with citizens of the United States since the 8th Vencl~miair~, ninth 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Dato. 

year, (30th September, 1800,) not being comprised in this convention, 
~1ay be pursued, and the payment demanded in the same manner as if 
1t bad not been made. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

The present convention shall be ratified in good and due form, and 
the ratifications shall ~ exchanged in six months from the date of the 
l!igna~~re of th~ Ministers Ple~ipo~n!iary, or s~oner if. possible. 

In faith of '_Vh1ch, the ~espective Mmisters Plempotent1ary have signed 
the above articles both m the French and English languages, declaring, 
nevertheless, that the present treaty bas been originally agreed on and 
written in the French language; to ,vbich they have hereunto affixed 
their seals. 

Done at Paris, the tenth of Floreal, eleventh year of the French Re-
public, 30th .April, 1803, 

ROBT. R. LIVINGSTON. fL. s.j 
JAS. MONROE. fL. s.1 
BARBJ1} MAUBOIS. fL. s.J 




