
J!'R~CE, liiS. 

.FRANCE. 

:FRA.NCE, 1778. 

[By act of Congress of July 7, 1798, U.S. Statutes at Large, chap. 67, vol.1, p. 578, 
it was declared" that the United States are of right freed and exonerated from the 
stipulations of the treaties, and of the consular convention h6retofore concluded 
between the United States and France; and that the same s'hall not henceforth be 
regarded as legally obligatory on the Government or citizens of the United States."] 

TREATY OF ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA 
A..,._D HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY, CONCLUDED AT PARIS FEBRUARY 6 
1778; RATIFIED BY CO~GRESS MAY 4, li78. ' 

Treaty of eventiial atul defe~ive alliance. 
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Feb. 6, 177~. 

_The Most Christi.'."n King and the United States of North America, to . Contracting par­
wit: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhodes Island, Oonnecticut, ties. 
~ew York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
~orth Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, having this day concluded 
a treaty of amity and commerce, for the reciprocal advantage of their 
subjects and citizens, barn thought it necessary to take in consideration 
the mea~s of strengthening those engagements, and of rendring them 
useful to the safety and tranquility of the two parties; particularly in 
case Great Britain, in resentment of that connection and of the good 
correspondence which is the object of the said treaty, should break the 
peace with France, either by dit-ect hostilities, or by hindring her com-
merce and navigation in a manner contrary to the rights of nations, and 
the peace subsisting between the two Crowns. And His Majesty and 
the said United States, having resolved in that case to join their conn-
eels and efforts against the enterprises of their common enemy, the 
respective Plenipotentiaries impowered to concert the clauses and con-
ditions proper to fulfil the said intentions, have, after the most mature 
deliberation, concluded and determined on the following articles : 

ARTICLE I. 

If war should break out between France and Great Britain during ~Va;r with Great . U . d Bntam to be a the contmuance of the present war between the mted States an Eng- commou cause. 
land, His Majesty and the said United States shall make it a common 
cause and aid each other mutually with their good offices, their counsels 
and their forces, according to the exigence of conjunctures, as becomes 
good and faithful allies. 

ARTICLE II. 

The essential and direct cud of the present defensive alliance is to t Object. t t~e 
maintain effectually the liberty, sovereignty, and independance absolute e~~a:~r the u~ta: 
and unlimited, of' the said United States, as well in matters of govern- States. 
ment as of commerce. 

ARTICLE III. 

The two contracting parties shall each on its own part, and in the Both parties. to 
• • k 11 th ~ t • • t make every effort manner 1t may Judge most p~oper, ma e a . e euor -s m 1 s power to attain that eud. 

against their common enemy, m order to attam the end proposed. 
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Coocnrrence 
cnterprise,i. 

PUBLIC TREATIES. 

ARTICLE IV. 

in The contracting parties agree that in case either of them sliouhl form 
any particular enterprise in wbich the concurrence of the other may _lle 
<lesiffd, the party whose concurrence is desired, shall readily, an~ with 
goo..l faith, join to act in con<,-ert for th~t purP?se, as fl:r as circum­
stances and its own particufar situation will permit; and 1_n that c~se, 
they shall regulate, by a particular convention, the q~ant1tr and kmll 
of succour to be furnished and the time and manner of its bemg brought 
into action. as well as the ~dvantages which are to be it~ compensation. 

ARTICLE V. 

conquests that If the United States should think fit to attem.>t the_ reduction_ of the 
shall belong to the British power remaining in the northern parts of America, or the 1slamls 
United States. of Bermudas: those contries or islands, in case of l!ncc.e~ shall be con­

federated with or dependant upon tlle paid United States. 

ARTICLE VJ. 

France relin- The Most Christian King renounces forever the possession of the 
quishes all claim islands of Bermudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North 
to_ oo.rtain coon- America, wliich before the treaty of l'aris in 1763, or in virtue of that 
tnes, if conquered. treaty were acknowledged to belong to the Crown bf Great Britain, or 

to tbe'United States, heretofore called British Colonies, or which are at 
this time, or have lately been UDder the power of the King and Crown 
of Great Britain. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Conqoe11ts that If His Most Christian Majesty shall think proper to attack any of the 
Rh a 11 belong to islands situated in the Gnlph of Mexico, or near that, Gnlph, which are 
France. at present under the power of Great Britain, all the said isles, in case 

of success, shall appertain to the Crown of France. 

ARTICLE VlII. 

Neither party to Neither of the two parties shall conclude either truce or peace with 
eon~lnde Peace, Great Britain without the formal consent of the other first obtained; 
until, &e. and they mutually engage not to lay down their arms until the inde­

pendence of the United States shaJI have been formally or tacitly assured 
by the treaty or treaties that shaJI terminate the war. 

ARTICLE IX. 

No claim of com- The contracting parties declare, that being resolved to fulfil each on 
pen&ation after the its own part the clauses and conditions of the present treaty of alliance, 
war. according to its own power and circumstances, there shaJI be no after 

claim of compensation on one side or the other, whatever may be the 
event of the war. • 

AR'fICLE X. 

To admit ether T~e Most Christian King and the United States agree to invite or 
powers ~ accede admit other powers who may have received injuries from England, to 
to the alliance. make common cause with them, and to accede to the present alliance 

under such conditions as shall be freely agreed to and &ettled betwee~ 
all the parties. 

Mutual 
antee. 

ARTICLE XL 

gnar- The t~o parties guarantee mutually from the present time and for­
eve~ a~amst ~II other powers, to wit: 'l'he United States to His Most 
Christian MnJesty, the present possessionR of the Crown of France in 
America, as well as tbos(l which it may acquire by the future treaty of 
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peace: And His Most Christian Majesty guarantees on his part to the 
United States their liberty, sovereignty, and independence, absolute 
and unlimited, as well in matters of government as commerce· and also 
tl.Jeir possessions, and the additions or conquests that their ~onfedera­
tion may obtain during the war, from an_v of the dominions now or 
heretofore possessed by Great Britain in North :America, conform~ble 
to the 5th and 6th articles above written, the whole as their possessions 
shall be fixed and assured to the said Stat.es, at the moment of the ces­
sation of their present war with England. 

ARTICLE XII. 
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Iu orrl<>r to fix more precisely the sense and application of the preced- Guarantee when 
ing article, the contracting parties declare, that in case of a rupture to commence. 
between France and England the reciprocal guarantee declared in the· 
said article shall have its full force and effect the moment such war 
shall break out; and if such rupture shall not take place, the mutual 
obligations of the said guarantee shall not commence until the moment 
of the cessation of the present war between the United States and Eng-
land shall have ascertained their possessions. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified on both sides, and the ratifi.ca- Ratifications. 
tions shall be exchanged in the spaoo of six months, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof the respecth·e Plenipotentiaries, to wit: On the part Signatnres. 
of the Most Christian King, Conrad Alexander Gerard, Royal Syndic of 
the city of Strasbonrgb, and Secretary of his Majesty's Council of State; 
and on the part of the United States, Benjamin Franklin, Deputy to the 
General Congress from the State of Pennsylvania, and President of the 
Conventi_on of the same State, Silas Deane, heretofore Deputy from the 
State of Connecticut, and Arthur Lee, ConnceUor at Law, have signed 
the abo¥e articles both in the French and English languages, declaring, 
nevertheless, that the present treaty was originally composed and con-
cluded in the French language, ancl they have hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Paris this sixth day of February, one thousand seven bun- Date. 
dred and seventy-eight. • • • 

C. A. GERARD. IL. s.] 
B. FRANKLIN. L. s.

1 
SILAS DEANE. L. s. 
ARTHUR LEE. L. s. 

FRANCE, 1778. 

TREATY OF AMlTY AND COMMERCE BETWEEN THE THIRTEEN UNITED Feb. 6, 1778. 
STATES OF NORTH AMERICA AND BIS MOST CHRlbTIAN MAJESTY, CON­
CLUDED AT PARIS FEBRUARY 6, 1778; RATIFIED BY CONGRESS MAY 4, 
1778; CONGRESS INSTRUCTS COMMISSIONERS TO PROCURE ABOLl'flON 
OF 11TH AND 12TH ARTICLES, MAY 5, 1778; 11TH AND 12TH ARTlCLEd 
SUPPRESSED, SEPTEMBER 1, 1778. 

[Annnlled by aet of Congress, Jnly 7, 1798.] 

Treaty of Amity and Commerce; 

The Most Christian }ring and the thirteen United States of North . Con!ractingpe.r­
America, to wit, Ne,v Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode_ Island, ties. 
C<;>onecticnt,New York,New Jersey,P~mnsylvanJa,D~law3:re_, Maryl_ao~, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carohna, and Georgia, wllhng to fix m 
an equitable and permanent manner the rules which _ought to be fol-
lowed relative to the correspondence and commerce whwh the two par-
ties desire to establish between their respective countries, States, and 
subje.cts, His Most Christian Majesty and the said United States h~vo 
jud1,retl that tho said end conhl not be better obtained than by takmg 




