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Nov. 10, 184:, .. 

Contracting par
ties. 

Negotiators. 

PUBLIC TREATIES. 

BELGIUM. 

BELGIUM, 1845. 

TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION WITH BELGIUM, CONCLUDED 
AT BRUSSELS NOVEMBER 10 1845: RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE 
MARCH 26 1846· RATIFIED 'ny PRESIDENT MARCH 30, 1846; RATIFICA
TIONS EXCHANGED AT" WASHINGTON MARCH 30, 1846; PROCLAIMED 

_MARCH 31, 1846. 

[The operation of this treaty terminated Augnst 20, 1S58, under notice given by the 
Belgian Government in accordance with Article XIX.] 

Treaty of Coninierce and Navigation between the United States of America 
and ltis Majesty tlte King of the Belgians. 

The United States of America on the one part, and His l\Iajesty the 
King of the Belgians on the oiher part, wishing to regulate in a formal 
manner their reciprocal relation3 of commerce and navigation, and 
further to strengthen, through the development of their interests ~e
spectively, the bonds of friendship and_good understamling so happily 
established between the Governments and people of the two countries; 
and desiring, with this view, to con(llude, by common agreement, a treaty 
establishing conditions equally advantageous to the commerce and ~a,·
igation of both States, hare, to that effect, appointed as their Plenipo
tentiaries, namely : . 

The President of the United States, Thomas G. Clemson, Charge d' .A.f
faires of the United States of America to His Majesty the King of the 
Belgians; and His Majesty the King of the Belgians, M. Adolphe 
Dechamps, Officer of the Order of Leopold, Knigh_t of the Order of the 
Red Eagle of the first class, Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michel of 
Bavaria, his Minister for Foreign Affairs, a. member of the Chamber of 
Representauts; 

,vho, after ha,iug communicated to each other their full powers, 
ascertained to be in good and proper form, have agreed and concluded 
the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Freedom of com- There shall he full and entire freedom of commerce and navigation 
merce and naviga- between the inhabitants of the two countries,· and the same security tion. 

and protection which is enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of each 
country shall be guaranteed on both sides. The said inhabitants, 
whether established or temporarily residing within any ports, cities, or 
places whaternr, of the two countries, shall not, on account of their 

E qua Ii t y of commerce or industry, pay any other or higher duties, taxes, or imposts, 
duties. ~ban t~ose which shall be levied on citizens or subjects of the country 

m wine~ they may be; and the privileges, immunities, and other fa
vours, with regard to commerce or industry, enjoyed hy the citizens or 
subjects of one of the two States, shall be common to those of the other 

ARTICLE II . 

. Belgian ves_sels Belgian vessels, whether coming from a Belgian or a foreign port., 
8n ports of Umted shall not pay, either on entering or leaving the ports of the United 

tates. States, whateyer may be their destination, any other or higher duties 
of tonnage, pllotage, anchorage, buoys, light-houses, clearance, broker
age, or general_ly other charges whatsoever than are required from ves
sels of tlie Umted States in similar cases. This provision extends not 
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only to duties le"'ied for. the be~e.fit of the State, but al~o to those levied 
for th_e benefit o~ provm?e~, _cities, <:ou_ntr_ie~, districts, townr.hips, cor
por'.1tlon~, or an.s other dinsiou or Jurisdiction, whatever may be its 
des1gnat10n. 

ARTICLE III. 

Recipr~cal~y, -vessels of the_ U~ited States, whether coming from a 
port of sa11l States or from a foreign port, shall not pay either on enter
ing or leaving _the ports_of Belgium, whatever may be'their destination, 
any other or higher duties of tounage, pilotage, anchorage, buoys, light
houses, <:learance, brokerage, or generally other charges whatever than 
are reqmred from Belgian vessels in similar cases. 'fhis provision ex
tends not only to duties levied for the benefit• of the State but also to 
those }~vied for th~ benefit of provillces, cities, countri~s, districts 
townships, corporations, or any other division or jurisdiction whatevef 
be its designation. ' 

AR1'ICLE IV. 
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Vessels of United 
States in ports of 
Belgium. 

Tb~ restitution by Belgium of the duty levied by the Government of Restitution of 
the Netherlands on the navigatiou of the Scheidt, in virtue of the third Scbeldt duty. 
paragraph of the nintll article of the treaty of April nineteenth, eight-
een hundred and thirty-nine, is guaranteed to the vessels of the United 
States. 

ARTICLE V. 

Steam vessels of the United States and of Belgium, engaged in regu- Certain steam
lar navigation between the United States and Belgium, shall be exempt v es s e I~ exempt 
in both countries from the payment of duties of tonnage, anchorage, from duties. 
buoys, and light-houses. • 

ARTICLE VI. 

As regards the co~ting trade between the ports of either country, Coasting trade. 
the vessels of the two nations shall be treated on both sides on the same 
footing with the vessels of the most favoured nation. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Articles of every description, whether .proceeding from the soil, in- . Duties on direct 
dustry, or warehouses of Belgium, directly imported therefrom, into imports. 
the ports of the United States, in Belgian vessels, shall pay no other or 
higher duties of import than if they were imported under the flag of 
1,aid States. 

And reciprocally, articles of every description directly imp~rted into 
Belgium from the United States, under the flag of the said States, 
shall pay no other or higher duties than if they were imported under 
the Belgian flag. 

It is well understood : 
1st. That the goods shall have be,en really put on board in the ports 

from which they are declared respectively to come. 
2d. That a putting in at an intermediate port, l?roduced by. uncon

trollable circumstances, duly proved, does not occasion the forfeiture of 
the advantage allowed to direct importation. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Articles of every description imported into the United States from _Du t_i11s on in-
• I • ' 1 h B J • -A h 11 . otlt"r cl1rect imports. other countries than Be gmm, unc er t e e giau ...,ag:, s a pay no , 

or higher duties whatsoe,·er than if they had been imported under the 
flag of the most favoured foreign nation, other t~un the flag ~f thec?untry 
from which the importation is made. And re~1procally, articles ot every 

RS IV--4 
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Expert duties. 

PUBLIC TUEATIES. 

description imported under the flag of the United States into Belgium, 
from other countries than the United States, shall pay no other or 
higher duties whatsoever than if they had been imported under the flag 
of the foreign nation most favoured, other than that of the country 
from which the importation is made . 

.ARTICLE IX. 

Articles of every description, exported by Belgian vessels, ot by those 
of the United States of America, from the ports of either country to 
any country whatsoever, shall be subjected to no other duties or for
malities than such as are required for exportation under the flag of the 
country where the shipment is made . 

.ARTICLE X~ 

Premiums, draw- All premiums, drawbacks, or other favours of like nature, which may 
backs, &e. be allowed in the States of either of the contracting parties, upon goods 

imported or exported in national vessels, shall be likewise, and in the 
same manner, allowed upon goods imported directly from one of the 
two countries by its vessels into the other, or exported from one of the 
two countries by the vessels of the other to any destination whatso-
ever. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Saltandfiaheries. The preceding article is, however, not to apply to the importation of 
salt, and.of the produce of the national fisheries; each of the two par
ties reserving to itself the faculty of granting special privileges for the 
importation of those articles under its own flag. 

ARTICLE XIL 

Nationality 
veaeels. of The high contracting parties agree t,o consider and to treat as Bel-

gian veBBels, and as vessels of the United States, all those which, being 
provided by the competent authority with a passport, sea-letter, or any 
other sufficient document, shall be recognized conformably with exist
ing laws as national vessels in the country to which they respectively 
belong. • 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Dntiea on por- Belgian vessels and those of the United States may, conformably 
tio1;1s. of cargo re- with the laws of the two countries, retain on board, in the ports of both, 
maiumg on boaro. such parts of their cargoes as may be destined for a foreign country ; 

and such parts shall not be su~jected, either while they remain on board, 
or upon reexportation, to any charges whatsoever other than those for 
the prevent.ion of smuggling. 

Warehouse 
charges, &o. 

AR'l'ICLE XIV. 

During the period allowed by the laws of the two countries respect
ively for the warehousing of goods, no duties, oth<'r than those of 
watch· and storage, shall be levied opon articles brought from either 
country into the other, while awaiting transit, re-exportation, or entry 
for consumption. Such goods shall in no case be subject to higher 
warehouse charges or to other formalities than if they had been im
ported under the flag of the country. 

ARTICLE XV. 

Fa.;ors g_ranted In all that relates to duties of customs ,ud navigation, the two high 
:e::m!r !::~: to contracting parties promise, reciprocally, not to grant any favour, priv

• ilege, or immunity to any other State, which shall not instantly become 
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?Ommm~ to the citize_ns and subjects of both parties, respectively, gratu
itously 1~ the concess1ou or favor _to su~h oth~r State. is gratuitous, and 
on allowmg the same compensation or its eqmvalent 1f the concession is 
conditional. • 
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Neither ot the co~tracting parties shall lay upon goods proceeding Importation and 
!'rom_the soil or the mdustry _of the ot~er party, which may be imported rei.ixportation of 
mto its po~s, any other.or high~r duties of importation or reexportation products. 
than are laid upon the 1mportat10n and reexportation of similar goods 
coming from any other foreign country. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

In case of shipwreck, damages at sea, or forced putting-in, each party Wreckedorda.m
shall afford to the vessels of the other, whether belonging to the State age«l V681!els. 
or to individuals, the same assistance and protection, and the same im-
munities, which would have been granted to its own vessels in similar 
cases. 

ARTICLE XVll. 

It is moreover agreed between the two contracting parties that the Consuls and vict,
Consuls and Vice-Consuls of the United States in the ports of Belgium, consuls. 
and, reciprocally, the Consuls and Vice-Consuls of Belgium in tl;ie ports 
of the United States, shall continue to enjo~' all the privileges, protec-
tion, and assistance usually granted to them, and which may be neces-
sary for the proper discharge of their functions. The said Consuls and Deserters from 
Vice-Consuls may cause to be arrested and sent back, either to their v681!els. 
vessels or to their country, such seamen as may have deserted from the 
vessels of their nation. To this end they shall apply in writing to the 
competent local authorities, and they shall prove, by exhibition of the 
vessel's crew list, or other document, or, if she shall have departed, by 
copy of said documents, duly certified by them, that the seamen whom 
they claim formed part of th~ said crew. Upon such demand, thus 
supported, the delivery ofthe,deserters shall not be refused. They shall 
moreover receive all aid and assistance in searching for, seizing, and 
arresting such deserters, who shall, upon the requisition and at the ex-
pense of the Consul or Vice-Consul, be confined and kept in the prisons 
of the country until he shall have found an opportunity for sending them 
home. If, however, such an opportunity should not occur within three 
months after the arrest, the deserters sh~ll be set at liberty, and shall 
not again be arrested for the same cause. It is, however, understood 
that seamen of the country in which the desertion shall occur are ex-
cepted from these provisions, unless they be naturalized citizens or sub-
jects of the other country. 

ARTICLE XV Ill. 

Articles of all kinds, the transit of which is allowed in Belgium, con~- Transit duty. 
ing from or going to the United States, shall be exempt from all transit 
duty in Belgium, when the transportation through the Belgian territory 
is effected on the railroads of the State. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

The present treaty shall be.in force during ten years from the date of Duration of 
the exchange of the ratifications, and until the expiration of twelve treaty. 
months after either of the high contracting parties shall have announced 
to the other its intention to terminate the operation thereof; each party 
reserving to itself the right of making such declaration to the other at 
the end of the ten years above mentioned ; and it is agreed, that after 
the expiration of the tw~lve ~onth~ of prolongation acc~mJ_ed on both 
sides, this treaty and all its st1pulat1ons shall cease to be m force. 
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Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

Jnly 17, 1858. 

PUBLIC TREATIES. 

ARTICLE XX. 

This treaty shall be ratified and the mtifications s~aU be exchanged 
at ·washington within tl.Je term of six ~onths af~er It~ d_ate, or sooner 
if poi,;sible; and the treaty shall Lie put Ill execut10n w1thrn the term of 
twelve months. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present treaty, in duplicate, and have affixed thereto their seals. 

Brussels, the tenth of November, eighteen hundred and forty-fi\·e. 
[L. s.] THOS. G. CLEMSON. 
[L. s.] A. DECHAl\IPS. 

BELGIUM, 1858. 

,TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY THE KING 01'' THE BELGIANS, CON
CLUDED AT. WASHINGTON JULY 17, 18.58; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY 
SENATE MARCH ti, 1859; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT APRIL 13, lt'.'59; RATI
}'ICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON APRIL 16, lei59; PROCLAIMED 
APRIL 19, 1859. 

Contracting psr- The United States of America on the one part, and His Majesty the 
ties. King of the Belgians on the other part, wishing to regulate iu a formal 

manner their reciprocal relations of commerce and navigation, and 
further to strengthen, through the development of their interests, re
specfrrnly, the bonds of friendship and good understanding so happily 
established between the Governme&ts and people of the two coun
tries; and desiring with this-view to conclude, by common agreement, 
a treaty establishing conditions equally advantageous to the comme1·ce 
and nadgation of both States, have to that effect appointed as their 

Negotiators. 
Plenipotentiaries, namely : 

The President of the United States, Lewis Cass, Secretary of State 
of the United States; and His Majesty the King of the Belgians, Mr. 
Hemi Bosch Spencer, decorated with the Cross of Iron, Chevalier of 
the Order of Leopold, Chevalier of the Polar Star, his Charge d'Atfaires 
in the United States; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their full powers, as
certained to be in good and proper form, have agreed to and coucluded 
the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Freedom of com- There shall be full and entire freedom of commerce and navigation 
::ti!':' aDtl naviga- between the inhabitants of the two countries, and the same security 

and protection which is enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of each 
couutry shall be guaranteed on both sides. The said inhabitants, 
whether established or temporarily residing within any ports, cities, 01· 

Equality of do- places wh~tever of the two countries, shall not, on account of their com-
ties. merce or mdustry, pay any other or higher duties, taxes or imposts 

than those which shall be levied on citizens or subjects of' the conntrr 
in_ which they may be; and the privileges, immunitiPS, and other favors, 
with regard to commerce or industry, enjoyed by the citizens or subjects 
of one of the two States, shall be common to those of the other. 

ARTICLE II . 

. Belgian v~Is Belgian vessels, whether coming from a Belgian or a foreio-11 port
1 S~it~~ of United shall not pay, either on entering or leaving the ports of th: United 

States, wuateyer may be their destination, any other or higher duties 
of tonnage, pilotage, anchorage, buoys, light-houses, clearance, broker
age, or generally other charges whatsoe,·er than are required from ves• 
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sels of the :Unite~ States in similar cases. This provision extends not 
only to dnhes lened for the benefit of the State. but also to those levied 
for th_e ~enefit of provinc~s., ?ities, c~m~tri_es~ districts, townships, cor
poratlons, or any other d1v1s10n or Jurisd1ct1on, whatever mav be its 
designation. • 

ARTICLE III. 
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Re~iprocally, ,essels of the _United States, whether coming from a port VesselsofUnitee. 
of said _States or from a for~1gn port, shall not pay, either on entering Stat~s in ports of 
or leanng the ports of Belgmm, whatever ma.y be their destination any Belgmm. 
other or higher duties of tonnage, pilotage, anchorage, buoys, light-
houses, clearance, brokerage, or generally other charges whate,·er 
than are required from Belgian vessels in similar cases. This provisio~ 
extends n?t only to duties levied for the benefit of the State, but also to 
those lened for the benefit of provinces, cities, countries, districts, 
towns'hips, corporations, or any other division or jurisdiction, whaoover 
may be its designation. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Steam vessels of the United States and of Belgium engaged in regular 
navigation between the United States and Belgium, shall be exempt in 
both countries from the payment of duties of tonnage, anchorage, huo~·s, 
and light-houses. 

ARTICLE V. 

As regards the coasting trade between the ports of either country, the 
vessels of the two nations shall be treated on both sides on the same 
footing with the vessels of the most favored nations. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Certain steam 
vessels ex e m p t 
from duties. 

Coasting trade. 

Objects of any kind soever intrcdnced into tlle ports of either of the No diserimina
two States under the flag of the ot.her, whatever may be tbt>ir origin ~ion in duties on 
aud from what country soever the importation thereof may ham been imports. 
made, shall not pay other or higher entrance duties, nor shall be sub-
jected to other charges or restrictions, than they would pay or be sub-
jected to were they imported under the national flag. 

AR'l'ICLE VII. 

Articles o-( every description exported by Belgian vessels, or by those Export duties. 
of the United States of America, from the ports of either conutry to 
any country -whatsoever, shall be subjected to no other duties or formal-
ities than such as are required for exportation under the flag of the 
country where the shipment is made. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

All premiums, drawbacks, or other favors of like nature, which ·may Premiums,draw
be allowed in the States of either of the contracting parties upon goods backs, &c. 
imported or exported in national vessels, shall be likewise and in the 
same manner allowed upon goods imported directly from one of the two 
countries by its vessels into the other, or exported from one of the two 
countries by the vessels of the other to any destination whatsoever. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The preceding article is, however, not to apI_>lY to the importation of ~alt aud fish
salt, and of the produce of the national fi~heries, ~ach <;>f_ the two par- en{s~e Artie I e II, 
tics reserving to itself the faculty of grantrng special pr1v1leges for the treaty of May 20, 
importation of those articles under its own flag. 1863, p. 56.] 
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ARTICLE X. 

Nationality of The high contracting parties a~ to consider and to tr~at as :8elgian 
voSBels. vessels and as vessels of the Umted States, all those which, berng pro

vided by the competent authority with ~ passport, sea-lette_r, or i~ny 
other sufficient document, shall be recogmzed, co~formably with ~x1st
ing laws, as national vessels in the country to which they respectively 
belong. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Duties on por- Belgian vessels and those of the United States may, conformably with 
tions of cargoes re- the laws of the two countries, retain on board, in the ports of both, such 
maining 00 board. parts of their cargoes as may be destined for a foreign country ; and 

such parts shall not be subjected, either while they remain on board or 
µpon reexportation, to any charges whatsoever other than those for 
the prevention of smuggling. 

ARTICLE XII. 

W a rehouse During the period allowed by the laws of the two countries respectively 
charge s, &c. for the warehousing of goods, no duties, other than those of watch and 

storage, shall be levied upon articles brought from either country into 
the other while awaiting transit, reexportation, or entry for consump
tion. Such goods shall in no case be subject to higher warehouse charges 
or to other formalities than if they bad been imported under the flag of 
the country. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Favors g!anted In all that relates to duties of customs and navigation, the two high 
to 0th er nations to contracting parties promise, reciprocallv, not to grant any favor, privi
become common. lege, or immunity to any other State which shall not instantly become 

common to the citirens and subjects of both parties, respectively; gra
tuitously, if the concession or favor to such other State is gratuitous, 
and on allowing the same compensation, or its equivalent, if the conces-
sion is conditional. • . 

Importation and Neither of the contracting parties shall lay upon goods proceeding 
reexportation of from the soil or the industry of the other party, which may be imported 
proclucts. into its ports, any other or higher duties of importation or reexportation 

than are laid upon the importation or reexportation of similar goods 
coming from any other foreign country. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Wreckedordam- In cases of shipwreck, damages at sea, or forced putting-in, each party 
aged vessels. shall afford to the vessels of the other, whether belonging to the State 

or to individuals, the same assistance and protection, and the same 
immunities, which would have been granted to its own vessels in sim
ilar cases. 

ARTICLE XV. 

Consnlsandvice- It is, moreover, agreed between the two contracting parties that the 
coll8uls. Consuls _and Vice-Uonsuls of the United States in the ports of Belgium, 

and, rec1p!ocally, the Consuls and Vice-Consuls of Belgium in the ports 
o~ the Umte~ States, shall continue to enjoy all the privileges, protec
tion, and assistance ~sually granted to them, and. which may be neces-

Deserters from sary for the proper discharge of their functions. The said Consuls and 
,e88els. Vice-Consuls may cause to be arrested and sent back either to their 

vessels or to their country, such seamen as may have d~serted from the 
vessels of their nation. To this end they shall apply in writing to the 
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competent local authorities, and they sllall prove, l>y exhibition of the 
Yessel's crew-list or other document, or, if she shall have departed by 
copy of said documents, duly certified by them, that the seamen whom 
they claim formed part of the said crew. Upon snch demand, thus sup
ported, the delivery of the deserters shall not be refused. They shall, 
moreo~·er, receive all aid and assistance in searching for, seizing, and 
nrrestmg such deserters, who shall, upon the requisition and at the 
expense of the Consul or Vice-Consul, be confined and kept in the pris
ons of the country until be shall have found an opportunity for send
ing them home. If, however, such an opportunity should not occur 
within three months after the arrest, the deserters shall be set at lib
erty, and shall not again be arrested for the same cause. It is, howev-er, 
understood that- seamen of the country in which the desertion shall 
occur are excepted from these provisions, unless they be naturalized 
citizens or subjects of the other country. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Articles of all kinds, the transit of wb_icb is allowed in Belgium, com- Transit duty. 
ing from or going to the United States, shall be exempt from all transit 
duty in Belgium, when the transportation through the Belgian territory 
is effected on the railroads of the State. 

ARTICLE XVII. 
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The present treaty shall be in force during ten years from the date of Duration of 
the exchange of the ratifications, and until the expiration of twelve treaty. 
months after either of the high contracting parties shall ha-ve announced [See Articles m 
to the otller its intention to terminate the operation thereof, each party and v, convention 
reserving to itself the right of making such declaration to the other at of May 20, 1863, PP· 
the end of the ten years above mentioned; and it is agreed that, after 56, 57.) 
the expiration of the twelve months of prolonga-tion accorded on both 
sides, this treaty and all its stipnlations shall cease to be in force. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

This treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be ex.changed 
at VVashington, within the term of nine months after its date, or sooner 
if possible. • 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present treaty in duplicate, and have affixed thereto their seals, at 
Washington, the seventeenth of Jnly, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 

f
L. s.] LEW. CASS. 
L. s.J H. BOSCH SPENCER. 

BELGIUM, 1863. 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS May 20, 1863. 
MAJESTY ·THE KING OF THE BELGIANS RELATIVE TO IMPORT DUTIES ----
AND CAPITALIZATION OF SCHELDT DUES, CONCLUDED AT BRUSSELS, 
MAY 20, 1863; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE FEBRUARY 26, 1864; 
RATU'IED BY PRESIDENT MARCH 5, 1864 i RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGEP 
AT BRUSSELS JUNE 24, 1864; PROCLAIMED NOVEMBER 18, 1864. 

The President of the United States of America on the one side, His Contracting par
Majesty the King of the Belgians on the other side, having deemed it ties. 
advantageous to complete, by new stipulations, the treaty of comm<'rca 
and navigation entered into by the United States and Belgium on the 
seventeeth day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, have resolved 
to make a convention in addition to that arrangement, and have ap-
pointed for their Plenipotentia_ries, namely : 
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Negotiators. 

PUBLW TREATIES. 

The President of the United States, Heury Shelto!l San_ford, a cit!~en 
of the United States, their Minister Resi_dent near His M:iJesty the ~\mg 
of the Belgians; His Majesty the Kmg of_ the Belgians, the S1~ur 
Charles Rogier, Grand Officer of-the Order of Leopold, d~corated with 
the Iron Cross Grand Cross of the Order of the Ernestme Braneh of 
Saxony, of the'Polar Star of St. Maurice an~ St. Lazarus, of Our I;a~ly 
of the Conception of Villa-Vicosa, of tb(I Leg10n of Hon~ur, of_ the .". h 1 te 
Eagle, &c., a member of the Chamber of Representatives, bis Mm1ster 
of Foreign Affairs: . 

Who after having communicated to each other their full powers, 
found to be in good and proper form, have agreed upon the following 
articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Tonnage dues, From and after the day when the capitalization of the duties levit•d 
pilotage, &c. upon navigation in the Scheldt shall have been secured by a general 

[See Article III, arrangement-
treaty of July 20, 1st. The tonnage dues levied in Belgian ports shall cease ; 
1863,P- 58-] 2d. Fees for pilotage in Belgian ports and in the Scheidt, in so f~~ as 

it depends on Belgium, shall be reduced twenty per centum for sailmg 
vessels, twenty-five per centum for vessels in tow, thirty per centum for 
steam vessels • 

3d. Port dJes and other charges levied by the city of Antwerp shall 
be throughout reduced. 

ARTICLE II. 

Salt. In derogation to the ninth article of the treaty of the seventeenth of 
[See Article IX, July, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, the flag of the United States 

treaty of 1858, P· shall be assimilated to that of Belgium for the transportation of salt. 5.1.) 

ARTICLE Ill. 

Import duties. The tariff of import duties resulting from the treaty of the first of 
May, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, between Belgium and France, is 
extended to goods imported from the United States, on the same condi
tions with which it was extended to Great Britain by the treaty of the 
twenty-third of July, eighteen hnndred and sixty-two. 

The rednction made by the treaties entered into by Belgium with 
Switzerland on the eleventh of December, eighteen hundred and sixty-

[See Article V.] two, with Italy on the ninth of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-tbree, 
with the Netherlands on the twelfth of May, eighteen hundred and sixty
three, and also with France on the twelfth of May, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three, shall be equally applied to goods imported from the 
United States. 

It is agreed that Belgium shall also extend to the United States the 
reductions of import duties which may result from her subsequent 
treaties with other powers. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Capitalization of The United States, in view of the proposition made by Belgium to 
the Scheidt dues. regulate, by a common accord, the capitalization of the Scheidt dues, 

c~nsents to contributti to this capitalization under the following condi
tions: 

a. The capital sum shall not exceed thirty-six millions of francs. 
b. Belgium Bhall assume for its part one-third of that amount. 
c. The remainder shall be apportioned among the other States pro 

rata to their navigation in the Scheidt. ' 
d. T~e proportion of the United States, t-0 be determined in accord

ance Witb this rule, shall not exceed the sum of two millions seven 
hundred and seventy-nine thousand two hundred francs. 
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. e. The payn~ent of the said pr'?portion shall be made in ten annual 
!nstallments of equ_al amou1;1t1 which s_hall include,.the capital and the 
mterest on ~he portion remammg unpaid at the rate of four per centum. 

T~e ~rst mstallment shall ?e payable ~t Brussels, on the first day of 
Apnl, e1g~teen hundred and sixty-four, or 1mmediately_after the Congress 
o! the Umted States shall have made the requisite appropriation. In 
either eYent, the interest shall commence to run on the date of the first 
of April, eighteen hundred and sixty.four, above mentioned . 

57 

. Tbc Government of the Unit~d States reserves the right of anticipat
mg the payment of the proportion of the United States. 

The auove-~entione1~ conditions for the capitalization of the Scheidt [See Protocol to 
dues shall be mserted ma general treaty, to be adopted by a conference treaty of July 20, 
of the maritime &ates interested, and in which the United States shall 1863, PP· 60, 61.] 
be represented. 

AR'.l'ICLE V. 

The Articles I and IV of the present additional co11Yention shall be Duration of con
perpetual; and the remaining articles shall, together with the treaty vention. 
of commerce and navigation made between the high contracting parties 
on the seventeenth of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, have the 
same force and duration as the ~reaties mentioned in Article III. 

The ratifications thereof shall be exchanged with the least possible Ratifications. 
delay. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiariel3 have signed the Signatures. 
pres.ent con'\'"ention, a11d have affixed thereto their seals. 

Made in duplicate, and signed at .Brussels the twentieth day of May, Date. 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 

[
L. S.] 
L. S. 

H. S. SANFORD. 
CH. ROGIER. 

Declaration annexed to the additional convention signed this day Declaration an-
between the United States and Belgium: nexed. 

The Plenipotentiar.v of the Unitl'd States having required that the Consular con
attributions of the Consuls of the United States in Belgium should be- vention. 
come the object of farther stipulations, and it having been impracfica- [See convention 
ble to complete in season the examination of the said Htipulatioas, it is of D,-c. 5, 1868,pp. 
agreed that the Belgian Government will continue that examination 62-66,] 
with the sincere intent to come to an agreement as early as may be pos-
sible. 

Done at Brussels, in duplicate, the twentieth of May, eighteen hun
dred and sixty-three. 

BELGIUM, 1863. 

H. S. SANFORD. 
CH. ROGIER. 

TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY July 20, 1863. 
THE KING OF THE BELGIANS FOR EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE SCHELDT -----
DUES CONCLUDED AT BRUSSELS JULY 20, 186:l; RATIFICA l'lON ADVISED 
BY SENATE FEBRUARY 26, 1864; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT MARCH 5, U:lti4; 
RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT BRUSSELS JUNE 24, 1864; PROCLAIMED 
NOVEMBER 18, 1864. 

The United States of America and His Majest.y the King of the Bel- . Contracting par
gians equally desirous of liberating forever the navigation of tbe ties. 
Scheldt from the dues which eucumber it, to assure the reformation of 
the maritime taxes levied ju Relgium, and to facilitate thereby the de-
velopmeut of trade and navigation, have resolved to conclude a treaty 
to complete the convention. signed on th_e twentieth of Ma~', _ei1.1;hteen 
hundred and sixty-three, between the Umted States and Uelgmm, and 
have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, namely: 
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Negotiators. 

PU.lH,IC TREATIES. 

The President of the United States of America, Henry Shelton Sau-
ford a citizen of the United States, their Minister Resident to His 
Maj;sty the King of the Belgians; and His Majesty the King of tbe 
Belgians, M. Charles Rogier, Grand Officer of ~he ~r~er of Leop~ld, 
decorated with the Iron Cross, &c., &c., &c., bis Mm1ster of Foreign 
A~~· , 

Who' after having exchanged their full powers, found to be in good 
an<l du~ form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Extiagaiebmea t The high contracting parties take note of, and record : 
oftbi,Scbeldtdues. 1st. The treaty concluded on the twelfth of May, eighteen hundred 

sixty-three, between Belgium and the N~therl~nds, ~hicb will r~main 
[Seo Annrui: pp. annexed to the present treaty, and by whmh His MaJesty the Kmg of 

59, 60.] ' the Netherlands renounces forever the dues established upon naviga
tion in the Scheidt and its mouths, by the third paragraph of the !:Ith 
article of the treaty of the 19th of April, eighteen hundred and tbirty
nine, and Bis Majesty the King of the Belgians engages to pay the 
capital sum of the redemption of those dues, which amount to 17,141,640 
florins. 

Extiaguiebmen t 2d. The declaration made in the name of Bis Majest,y the King of 
applies to all flags. the Netherlands on the fifteenth of July, eighteen hundred and sixty

three, to the Plenipotentiaries of the high contracting part.ies, that the 
extinguisbment of the Scheidt dues, consented to by his said Majesty, 
applies to all flags; that these dues can never be reestablished under 
any form whatsoever; and that this suppression shall not affect in any 
manner the other provisions of. the treaty of the nineteenth of April, 

[See Protocol, eighteen hnndred and thirty-nine, declaration which shall be considered 
pp.60,61.] inserted in the present treaty, to which it shall rema.i.n also annexed. 

ARTICLE II. 

Declaration of Bis Majesty the King of the Belgians makes, for what concerns him, 
Kiug of Belginm. the same declaration as that ~hich is mentioned in the second paragraph 

of the preceding article. 

ARTICLE III. 

. Tonnage d n ° 1, . It is well understood that the tonnage dues suppressed in Belgium, 
r~~::.ge, and local in conform!ty with the convention ~[ the _twenteenth of May, eighteen 

[See Article I hundred sixty-three, cannot be reestablu,hed, and that the pilotage 
treaty of May 20; due~ ~nd local taxes reduced under the same convention cannot be 
1863, p. 56.J aga1p mci:e3sed .. 

• The tariff of P!lotage dues and ofl~l taxes at Antwerp, shall be the 
same for the Umted States as those which are set down in the protocols 
of the conference at Brussels. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Proportionofthe In regard t.o the proportion of the United States in the capital sum 
Uo~d !~~~- IV o_f the extinguishment of the Scheidt dues, and the manner, place, and 
tJat'; of Ma; 20, time. of the payment th~reof, reference is made by the high contracting 
1863, p. 56.] part1~s to the convention of the twentieth of May, eighteen hundred 

and suty-t.hree. 

Eieou tion 
engagement,-

ARTICLE V. 

of The ~xecntion of th~ recip!<)Cal engagements contained in the present 
treaty 1s made s~bordmate, m so !ar ~ is necessary, to the formalit.ies 
and !oles estal,hsbecl by the constitutional laws of the high .contracting 
parties. · 
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ARTICLE VI. 

I~ is well ~nderstood that the provisions of Article III will onlv be Application of 
obl!gatory with respect to the State which has taken part iri or those Article III. 
whwh_sha~l a~here to, the treaty of this day, the King of the'Belgians 
reservmg to himself expressly the right to establish the manner of treat-
ment as to fiscal and customs regulations of vessels belonging to States 
which shall not be parties to this treaty. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications thereof shall Ratifications. 
be exc~anged at Brussels with the least possible delay. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the same Signatures. 
in duplicate, and affixed thereto their seals. . 
. Done at Brussels, the twentieth day of July, eighteen hundred and Date. 

sixty-three. 
[L. S,l H. S. SANFORD. 
[L. s.J CH. ROGIER. 

[Translation.] 

Treaty of May 12, 1863, bet·ween Belgium. and the Nether1,ands, annexed to 
the treaty of July 20, 1863. 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians and His Majesty the King of 
the Netherlands, having come to an agreement upon the conditions of 
the redemption, by capitalization, of the dues established upon the navi
gation of the Scheidt and of its mouths, by paragraph 3 of the 9th arti. 
cle of the treaty of the 19th April, 1839, have resolved to conclude a 
special treaty on this subject, and have appointed for their plenipoten
tiaries, namely : 

Treaty between 
Belgium ancl the 
Netherlands. 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians, M. Aldephonse Alexander Felix, . Plenipote n ti a -
Baron du Jardin, Commander of the Order of Leopold, decorated with nes. 
the Iron Cross, Commander of the Lion of the Netherlands, Cheyalier 
Grand Cross of the Oaken Crown, Grand Cross and Commander of sev-
eral other orders, his Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
near to His Majesty the King of the Netherlands; His Majesty the King 
of the Netherlands, Messrs. Paul Vander Maesen de Sombreff, Chevalier 
Grand Oross of the Order of the Nichan Iftibar of Tunis, his Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, M. Jean Rudolphe Thorbecke, Chevalier Grand Cross of 
the Order of the Lion of the Netherlands, Grand Cross of the Order of 
Leopold of Belgium, and of many other orders, his Minister of Interior, 
and M. Gerard Henri Betz, bis Minister of Finance; 

Who, after having exchanged their fall powers, found in good and due 
form, have concluded upon the following articles: 

ARTWLE I. 

His Ma;iesty the King of the Netherlands renou~ces forever, for _the Scheldt duos. 
snm of 17 140 640 florins of Holland, the dues levied upon the naviga-
tion of th~ Scheidt and of its mouths, by virtue of paragraph 3 of Arti-
cle IX of the treaty of 19th April, 1839. 

ARTICLE II. 

This sum shall be paid to the Government of the Netherlands by tl1e Payment byBel• 
Belgian Government, at Antwerp, or at Amsterdam, at the choice of the gium. 
latter, the franc calculated at 47½ cents of the Netherlands, as follows: 
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One-third immediaMy after the exchange of ratifications, and the two 
other thirds in three equal instalments, p:iyable on the 1st ~la~·, 1864, 
1st May 1865 and 1st Mav, 1866. The Belgian Government may autici-' ' • . pate the above-named payments. 

ARTICLE III. 

When dnee shall From and after the payment of the first instalment of one-third, the 
cease to be levied. dues shall cease to be levied by the Go\·ernment of the Netherlands. 

The sums not immediately paid shall bear interest at the rate of 4 per 
cent. per annum, in favor of the treasury of the Netherlands. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Treaty engage- It is understood that the capitalization of the dues shall uot in any 
ments. way affect the engagements by which the two States are bound, in what 

concerns the Scheidt, by treaties in force. 

Pilotage dut>s. 

Rati:fitlatione. 

July 15, 186.1. 

ARTICLE V. 

The pilotage dues now levied on the Scheidt are reduced 20 per 'cent. 
for sailing vessels, 25 per cent. for towed vessels, and 30 per cent. for 
steam vessels. 

It is, moreover, agreed that the pilotage dues on the Scheidt can 
never be higher than the pilotage dues levied' at the mouths of the 
Meuse. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The present treaty snail be ratified, and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at the Hague within four months, or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries above named have signed the 
same and affixed their seals. 

Done at the Hague, the 12th l\fay, 1863. 
fL. s.] BARON DU JARDIN. 
IL, s.] P. VANDER MAESEN DE SOMBREFF. 
[L. s.] THORBEOKE. 
[L. s.J BETZ. 

[Translation.] 

Protocol of July 15, 1863, annexed to the treaty of July 20, 1863. 

Protocol. The Plenipot~ntiaries undersigned, having come together in confer-
ence to determme the ~ene~al trea~y relative to the redemption of the 
Scheidt dues,. amt havmg Judged 1t useful, before drawing up this 
arrangement m due form, to be enlightened with respect to the treaty 
concluded the 12th of May, 1863, between Belgium and Holland have 
resolved, to this end, to invite the Miniister of the Netherlands t~ take 
a place in the conference. 

tb~Ml:r:t~~oo~th! 'l'h~ ~le~ip~tentiary of the Netherlands presented himself in response 
• Netherlands. to this mv1tat1on, and made the folwwing declaration: 

Extinguialtmen t ,, The u d • • d E E t d' · 
of the Sclteldtdnes . ~ ersigne , . nvo~ x raor mary and Mmister Plenipotentiary 
perpetual. of hi_s MaJesty the_ Krng of the Netherlands, declares, in virtue of' the 

special powers whwh have been delivered to him, that the extinguish
ment of the Scheidt dues, consented to by his August Sovereign in the 
treat.Y, of t~e 12t~ May, _applies to all flags; that these dues can Dlwer 
be reestabhshed many form whatsoever; and that this extinguishmeut 
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shall not_ aff'ect in any way the other provisions of the treatl' of the 
10th Apnl, 1839." 

"BARON GERICKE D'HERWYNEN 

61 

'' BRUSSELS, July 15, 1803." • 
~ote bas ~een tal.:en and record made of this declaration, which shall Record of dccla-

be mserted rn or annexed to the general treaty, · D B l rah on. 
one at russe s, the 15th July, 1863. Signatures; 

r

L. s.i BARON GEIUCKE D'HERWYNEN. date. 
L. s. BARON DE HUGEL.• 
L. s. J. T. DO AMARAL. 
L. s. l M. CARVALLO. 

[L. s.] P, BILLE BRAHE. 

L. s.] H. S. SANFORD. t
L. s.J D. COELLO DE PORTUGAL. 

L. s.~ MALARET: 

~

L. s. HOWARD DE WALDEN ET SEAFORD. 
L. s. VON. HOOENBERG. 
L. s.J CTE. DE MONTALTO. 
IL. B.J MAN. YRlGOYEN. 
[L. s.J V'TE. DE SEISAL. 

f 
L. s.J SA VlGNY. 
L. s.J ORLOFF. 
L. s.l ADALBERT MANSBACH. 

[L. s. C. MUSURUS. 
[L. s. GEFFEKEN. 
[L. s. CH. ROGIER. 
[L. s. BN. LAMBERMONT. 

BELGIUM, 1868. 

CONVEN1ION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJ Nov. 16, 1868. 
ESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIAN8 RELATIVE TO NATURALIZATION, 
CONCLUDED AT BRUSSELS NOVEMBER 16, 18fi8; RATIFICATION ADVISED 
BY SENATE APRIL 12, 1869; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT APRIL 11:l, 1869; 
RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT BRUSSELS JULY 10, 1869; PROCLAIMED 
JULY 30, 1869. 

The President of the United States of Ameri.ca and His Majesty the Contractiugpar
King of the Belgians, led by the wish to regulate the citizenship of ties. 
those persons who emigrate from the United States of America to Bel-
gium, and from Belgium to the United States of America, have resolved 
to make a convention on thi11 subject, and have appointed for their 
Plenipotentiaries, namely: 

The President of the United States of America, Henry Shelton San- Negotiators. 
ford, a citizen of the United States, their Minister Resident uear His 
Majesty the King of the Belgians; and His Majesty the King of 1 he 
BeJgians, the Sieur Jules Vander Stichelen, Grand Cross of the Order 
of the Dutch Lion, &c., &c., &c., his Minister of Foreign Aff'airs ; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their full poweri;, 
found to be in good and proper form, have agreed upon the following 
articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Oitizeus of the United States who may or shall have been naturalized who to be 
in Belgium will be considered by the United States as citizens of Bel• ~ 0 e 11~ ~ cl untnrul-

. . • h l l ll h b" t I 1zecl citizens. grnm; reciprocally, Belgians w o may or w 10 s 1a ave een. 1;ta ura -
ized iu the United States will be considered by Belgium as c1t1ze11s of 
the United States. 
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ARTICLE II. 

Offeueeseommit- Citizens of either contracting party, in case of their return to their 
~e1l !'efore natural- original conn try, can be prosecuted there for crimes ~r ~is?emeanors 
uation. committed before naturalization, saving to them such Irm1tat10ns as are 

established by the laws of their original country. 

ARTICLE III. 

Obligation of Naturalized citizens of either contracting party who shall have resided 
military aervice. five years in the country which has naturalized them cannot be held to 

the obligation of military service in their original couut~y, or to in~i
dental obligation resulting therefrom, in the event of their return to 1t, 
except in cases of desertion from organized and embodied military or 
naval service, or those that may be-assimilated thereto by the laws of 
that country. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Recovery of orig- Oitizens of the United States naturalized in Belgium shall be consid-
iual citizenship. ered by Belgium as ci$izens of the United States when they shal~ have 

recovered their char.tcter as citizens of the United States, accordrng to 
the laws of the United States. Reciprocally, Belgians naturalized in 
the United States shall be considered as Belgians by the United States 
when they shall have recovered their character as Belgians according 
to the laws of Belgium. 

Duration of con
vention. 

Ratifications. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

ARTICLE V .. 

The present convention shall enter into execution immediately after 
the exchange of ratifications, and shall remain in force for ten years. 
If, at the expiration of that period, neither of the contracting parties 
shall have given notice six months in advance of its intention to termi
nate the same, it shall continue in force until the end of twelve months 
after one of the contracting parties shall have given notice to the other 
of such intention. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The present convention shall be ratified by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and by 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians, with the consent of Parliament; 
and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Brussels within twelve 
months from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same, and affixed thereto their seals. 

)lade in duplicate at Brussels, the sixteenth of November, one thou
sand and eight hundred and sixty-eight. 

[L. s.] B. S. SANFORD. 
[L. s.] JULES V ANDER STICHELEN. 

BELGIUM, 1868. 

Dec. 5, 1868. CONSULAR CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
------ .AND HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS, CONCLUDED AT BRUS

SELS DECEMBER 5, 1868; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE APRIL 12, 
1869; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT APRIL 18, 1869; RATIFICATIONS EX
CHANGED AT BRUSSELS JULY 8, 1869; EXCHANGE OF RATU'ICATIONS 
CONSENTED TO BY SENATE MARCH 2, 1870; PROCLAIMED MARCH 7, 
1870 . 

. Contracting par- The President of the United States of America and His Majesty the 
tics. .King of the Belgians, recognizing the utilitv of defining the rights, priv

ileges, and immunities of consular officers in the two countries, deem it 
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~xpedient to conclude a consular convention for that purpose. Accord-
mgly, they have named: 

The P~_sident of the l!nited States of America, Henry Shelton San- Negotiators. 
ford, a citizen of the Umted States, their Minister Resident near His 
Majesty the King of the Belgians; and His Majesty the King of the 
Bel pans, the Sieur Jules Vander Stichelen, Gran cl Cross of the Order of 
the Dutch Lion, et:c., etc., etc., _his Minister of Foreign Affairs ; . 

Who, afte~ havmg commumcated to each other their full powers, 
fou!1d to be m good and proper form, have agreed upon the following 
articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

Each of the high contracting parties agrees to receive from the other, Consularoffl..:ers. 
ConSlll~ ~eneral, Consuls, Vice-Consuls1 and_ Consular Agents, in all its 
ports, cities, and places, except those wnere 1t may not be convenient to 
recognize s~ch officers .. This r~serv!ltion, however, shall not apply to 
one of the high contracting parties without also applying to every other 
power. 

ARTICLE II. 

Consular officers, on the presentation of their commissions in the Exeqnaturs. 
forms established in their respective countries, shall be furnished with 
the necessary exequatur free of charge, and on the exhibition of this 
instrument they shall be permitted to enjoy the rights, prerogatives, and 
immunities granted by this convention. 

ARTICLE III. 

Consular officers, citizens of the State by which they are appointed, Exempt,ione. 
shall ~ exempt from arrest except in the case of offences which the 
local legislation qualifies as crimes, and punishes it as such ; trom mili-
tary billetings, from service in the militia or in the national guard, or in 
the regular army; and from all taxation, federal, State, or municipal. 
If, however, they are citizens of the State where they reside, or own 
property, or engage in business there, they shall be liable to the same 
charges of all kinds as other citizens of the country, who are merchants 
or owners of property. 

ARTIOLE IV. 

No consular officer who is a citizen of the State by which he was ap- Exemption 
pointed, and who is not engaged in business, shall be compelled to witnesses. 
appear as a witness before the courts of the country where he may re-
side. When the testimony of such a consular officer is needed, he shall 
be invited in writing to appear in court, and if unable to do so, bis tes-
timony shall be requested in writing, or be taken orally, at his dwelliug 
or office. • 
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It shall be the duty of said consular officer to comply with this request 
without any delay which can be avoided. 

In all criminal cases contemplated by the sixth article of the amen<_l• Appeam n co in 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, whereby the right 1s eonrt. 
secured to persons charged with crimes to obtain witne8808 in their fav?r, 
the appearance in court of said consular officer shall be demanded, with 
all possible regard to the consular dignity and to the duties of his offic_e. 
A similar treatment shall also be extended to United States Consuls m 
Belgium, in the like cases. 

ARTICLE V. 

Consuls General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and.Consular Agents may . Flags, in£crip
place over the outer door-of their offices, or of their dwelling-houses, tione, &c. 
the arms of their nation, with this inscription," Oonsulate, or Vice-Con-
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sblate, or Consular Agency" of the United S~ates, or of Belgi~m, etc., 
etc. And they may also raise the flag of their country on their o~ces 
or dwelling-houses, except i~ the capital of the country, when there 1s a 
legation there. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Inviolability of The consular offices and dwellings shall be at all times inviolable. 
archive■• The local authorities shall not, nuder any pretext, invade t~em. In no 

case shall they examine or seize the papers there deposited. In no 
case shall those offices or dwellings be used as places of asylum. When, 
:however, a consular officer is engaged in.other business, the papers re
lating to the consulate shall be kept separate. 

ARTICLE VII. 

R" bta f At· In the event of the death, incapacity, or absence of Consuls General, 
Con~~ls :~. c mg Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Consular Agents, their chancellors or secre-

, taries, whose official character may have previously been made known 
to the Department of State at Washington, or to the Minister for For
eign Affairs in Belgium, may temporarily exercise their functions, ~nd 
while thus acting they shall enjoy all the rights, prerogatives, and im
munities granted to the incumbents. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

. t v· Consuls General and Consuls may, with the approbation of their re-
c!1!u~8

8 a~~ c:: spective Governments, appoint Vice-Consnls and Oonsular Agents in 
sular Agents. the cities, ports, and places within their consular jurisdiction. These 

officers may be citizens of the United States, of Belgium, or other for
eigners. They shall be furnished with a commission by the Consul who 
appoints them, and under whose orders they are to act. They shall en
joy the privileges stipulated for consular officers in this convention, sub
ject to the exceptions specified in Articles III and IV. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Compla(nt to lo- Consuls General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Consular Agents may 
cal ~r _national au- complain to the authoritie.s of the respective countries, whether federal 
tbonties. or local, judicial or local, judicial or executive, within their consular dis

trict, of any infraction of the treaties and conventions between the Uni
ted States and Belgium, or for the purpose of protecting the rights and 
interest of their countrymen. If the complaint should not be satisfac
torily redressed, the consular officers aforesaid, in the absence of a dip
lomatic agent of their country, ma;y apply directly to the Government 
of the country where they reside. 

ARTICLE X. 

Power to take Consuls General; Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Consular Agents may 
depositions, verify take at their offices, at the residence of the parties, at their private res• 
papers, &c. ideoce, or on board ship, the depositions of the captains and crews of 

vessels of their own country, of passengers on board oftbem, and of any 
other citizen of their nation. The.)' may also receive at their offices, com
formably to_ ~he laws and regulations of their country, all contracts be
tween the citizens of their country and the citizens or other inhabitants 
of the country wher11 they reside, and even all contracts between the 
latter, provided they relate to properts situated or to business to he trans
acted in the territory of the nation to which said consular officer may 
belong. _Copies o! ~uch pap_ers anc.l official documents of every kind, 
whet~er m the or1gmal, copies, or translation dul.v authenticated and 
legaltzed by tlle Consuls General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls and Consular 
Agents, and sealed with their official seal, shall be receiv~d as legal doc
uments in courts of justice throughout the ·united States and Beliium. 
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ARTICLE XI. 

Consuls ~eneral, Consuls, :Vice-Consuls, and Consular Agents shall _ Bottle men t of 
have excl~s1ve charge of the mtcrnal order of the merchant vessels of disputes betwcer. 
th~ir n~tion, and shal~ alone take cognizance of differences which may maStcrs aucl crews. 
arise, either at sea or m port, between the captains officers and crews 
without except:ion, particularly in r~ference to the ddjustme~t of wage~ 
and the execution of contracts. Neither the federal State or munici-
pal aut~orities or courts in the U nJtecl Stat~s, nor any court ~r authority 
m Belgmm shall, on any pretext, mterfere m these differences. 

ARTICLE XII. 

'.l'he respective Consuls General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Consulal' Deserters from 
Agents may arrest the officers, sailors, and all other persons making part Yessels. 
of the crew of ships of war or merchant vessels of thei1· nation who may 
be guilty, or be accused of having deserted said ships and vessels, for 
the purpose of sending them on board or back to their country. To that 
end the consuls of the United States in Belgium may apply to any of tho 
competent authorities; and the consuls of Belgium in the United States 
may apply in writing to either the federal, State, or municipal court.,; or 
authorities, and make a request in writing for the deserters, supporting 
it by the ex}libition of the register of the vessel and list of the crew, or 
by other official documents, to show that the persons claimed belong to 
the said crew. 

Upon such request alone, t-hus supported, and without the exaction 
of any oath from the consular officers, the deserters, not being citizens 
of the country where the demand is made at the time of their shipping, 
shall be given up. All the necessary aid and protection shall be fur
nished for the search, pursuit, seizure, and arrest of the deserters, who 
shall even be put and kept in the prisons of the country, at tho request 
and expense of the consular officers, until there may be an opportunity 
for sending them away. If, however, such an opportunity should not 
present itself within the space of three months, counting from the day 
of the arrest, the deserter shall be set at liberty, nor shall he be again 
arrested for the same cause. 

ARTIOLE XIII. 

In the absence of an agreement to the cont.rary between the owners, Settlement of 
freighters, and insurers, all damages suffered at se_a by the vessels of damages suffered 
the two countries, whether they enter port voluntarily or are forced by at sea. 
stress of weather, shall be settled by the Consuls General, Consuls, 
Vice-Consuls, and Consular Agents of the respective countries where 
they reside. If, however, ady inhabitant of the country or citizen or 
subject of a third power shall be interested in the matter, and the par-
ties cannot agree, the competent local authorities shall decide. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

All proceedings relative to the salvage of American vessels wrecked Salvage. 
upon the coasts of Belgium, and of Belgian vessels wrecked upon the 
coasti,; of the United States, shall be directed by Consuls General, Con-
suls, and Vice-Consuls of the two countries, respectively, and, until 
their arrival, by the respective Consular Agents, wherever an ~gency 
exists. In the places and ports where an agency does not _exi~t, the 
local authorities, until the arrival of the Consul in whose district the 
wreck may have occurred, and who shall immediately be informed of 
the occurrence, shall take all necessary measures for the _P~otection of 
persons and the preservation of property. The local authorities sh'.1ll no~ 
otherwise interfere than for the maintenance of order, the protection of 
the interests of the salvors, if they do not belong to the crews that have 
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been wrecked and to carry into effect the arrangements made for the 
entry and exportation of the merchandise saved. It is understood that 
such merchandise is not to be subjected to any custom-house charges, 
unless it be intended for consumption in the country where the wreck 
may have taken place. 

ARTIOLE XV. 

Resiclents dying In case of the death of any citizen of the United States in Belgium, 
intestate. or of a citizen of Belgium in the United States, without having any 

known heirs or testamentary executor by him appointed, the competent 
local authorities shall inform the Consuls or Consular Agents of the 
nation to which the deceased belongs of the circumstance, in order thi1t 
the necessary information may be immediately forwarded to parties 
nterested. 

Duration of con
vention. 

Ratificatione. 

Signatures. 

Date. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The present convention shall remain in force for the space of ten 
years, counting fyom the day of the exchange of the ratifications, which 
sha11 be made in conformity with the respective constitutions of the 
two countries, and exchanged at Brussels within the· period of six 
months, or sooner if possible. In case neither party gives notice, 
twelve months after the expiration of the said period of ten years, of 
its intention not to renew this convention, it shall remain in force one 
year longer, and so on from year to year, until the expiration of a 
year from the day on which one of the parties shall have given such 
notice. • 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
convention, and have hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Brussels, in duplicate, the fifth day of December, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

[L. s.] H. S. SANFORD. 
[L. s.J JULES VANDER STICHELEN. 

_J_u_ne_l,_1869 __ • _ Protocol additional to tlie con1'ention between the United Sf,ate& and Belgium, 
signed 5 December, 1868 . 

. E::r.t;n 8 i Oh of The Plenipotentiaries of the President of the United States and of 
!,m;:.tii~=n~ge Hi~ Maj~ty the King of the B~l~ans, foreseeing that the ~xchange of 

~t1ficat10ns cannot be made withm the delay prescribed, by reason of 
circumstances independent of the will of the high contracting parties, 

Date. 

Dec. 20, 1868. 

have met this day, and have agreed to prolong the delay for two months. 
Done at Brussels, the 1st of June, 1869. 
[L. s.J H. S. SANFORD. 
[L. B.J JULES VANDER STICHELEN. 

BELGIUM, 1868. 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE TO THE TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION 
OF JULY 17, 1858, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND ms 
MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS, RELATIVE TO TRADE-MARKS; 
CONCLUDED AT BRUSSELS DECEMBER 20, 1868; RATIFICATION ADVISED 
BY SENATE APRIL 12, 1869; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT APRIL 18, 1869; 
RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT BRUSSELS JUNE 19 1869 • PROCLAIMED 
JULY 30, 1869. ' ' 

t· ContraetiJJgpar-"I The President of the United States of America and His Majesty the 
iee. K;i~g of th~ Belgians, deeming it advisable that there should be an ad

ditional article to the treaty of commerce and navigation between them 
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of the 17th July, 1858, have for this purpose named as their Plenipo
tentiaries, namely: 

The President of the Uuited States, Henry Shelton Sanford a citizen Negotiators. 
of_ the United St~tes, their ~inist~r Resident_ near His M~jesty the 
Kmg of the Belgians; and His MaJesty the Kmg of the Belgians, the 
Sienr Jules Vander Stichelen, Grand Cross of the Order of the Dutch 
Lion, &c., &-0., &c., his Minister of Foreign Affairs ; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their· full powers, 
have agreed to and signed the following: 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 

The high contracting parties, desiring to secure complete and efficient Counterfeiting 
protection to the manufacturing industry of their respective eitizens, t~~arks pro-
agree that any counterfeiting in one of the two countries of the trade- 1 1 

• 

marks affixed in the other on merchandise to show its origin and qual-
ity, shall ~ strictly prohibited, and shall give ground for an action of 
damages in favor of the injured party, to be prosecuted in the courts of 
the country in which the counterfeit shall be proven. 

The trade-marks in which the citizens of one of the two countries Deposit of cop
may wish to secure the right of property in the other, must be lodged, ies. 
to wit: the marks of citizens of the United States at Brussels, in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Tribunal of Commerce; and the marks of 
Belgian citizens at the Patent Office in Washington. 

It is understood that if a trade-mark has become public property in Whcu trnde
the country of its origin it shall be equally free to all in the other conn- ~ark becomes pnl.J.. 
try. . he property. 

·This additional article shall have the same duration as the before- Duration of arlri-
mentioned treaty of the 17th July, 1858, to which it is an addition. The cle. . 
ratifica?ons t~ereof shall be exchanged in the delay of six mont.hs, or xti't ~reaf;t 10~f 
sooner i! possible. . . . . . . 1858,p.55.] 

In faith whereof the respective Plempotentiancs have signed the Sigparorea. 
same, and affixed thereto their seals. 

Done at Brussels, in dnplicate, the 20th of December, 1868. Date. 
[L. &J H. S. SANFORD. 
[L. s.] JULES V ANDER STI()HELEN. 


	Belgium



