
22 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

CHAPTER SEVEN. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Sec. 
190. Onc-t liird of cost of fire department 

to be paid by the United States. 
191. To be paid into treasnry of District 

when appropriated by Congress; 
limit. 

192. Use of certain bnildings granted for i 
purposes of fire department during ,• 
the pleasure of Congress. 

Sec. 
193. Use of library-room in Columbia 

engine-liomie reserved. 
194. Members of fire depart,meut exempt 

from military duty. 

One-third of cost SEC. 190. One-third the expense incurred by the District Government 
of fibre df':pdartmb ehnt in maintaining a fire department in the District shall be paid by the to epai yte . 
United States. Umted States 

31 Jnn., 1873, c. 84, v. 17, p.42'..!. 

To be 1,aid into SEc.191. The Secretary of the Treasury is directed to pay annually 
trca suryofDistrict into the treasury of the District, out of any moneys which may be 
;yhc~:~f:~~t!if appropriated by Congress for that purpose, one-tl1ird of the entire ~ost 

of maintaining the fire department, as provided by the preceding section; 
Ibid. but the amount paid by the United States in any one year shall not 

exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. 
Use of certain SEC. 192. The right of use and occupancy of the buildings and appur-

builJings granted tenances known as the Franklin, Oolumbia, and Anacostia engine, 
~o:P~~~~!1sd«:frf:; houses, granted to the; cit,y of ~ashington for the ~urposes of the fire 
the pleasure of department, shall contmue durmg the pleasure of Congress so long as 
Congress. used for such purposes. 

18 Feb., 1867, c. 48, v.14, p. 397. 

Use of libra~- SEC. 193. The use and occupancy of the Columbia engine-house shall 
rooms in Columbia not interfere with the possession and occupancy by the Columbia Fire 
:::i:rhonse re- Company of the library:rooms in said building. 

Ibid.' 
Members of firo SEC. 194. Members of the fire department are exempt from military 

department ex- duty in time of peace. 
empt from military 
duty. 

2 Mar., 1837, c. 
26, 8. 1, v, 6, p. 687. 

CHAJ>TER EIGHT. 
WATER-SERVICE. 

Seo. Sec,. 

195. Distribution of Potomac water. 211. Appropriations, &c., in lien of front-
196. No expense to devolve upon United foot tax. 

States. 212. Tax to be appropriated exclusively 
197. Wat-er-rates, how established and col- to its object; when to cease. 

lected. 213. Not to be a source of revenue for 
198. Not to be a source of revenue for other purposes. 

other purposes. 214. Water may be shut oft', when. 
199. Tax for water-mains in Washington. I 215. Use of water for certain purposes, 
200. To be equal and uniform. I when allowed. 
201. How levied and collected. 

1

. 216. Special supply to be determined by 
202. Installments. meters. 
203. Water-tax to constitute a fund, &c. 217. Application of water-rsnts derived 
204. Water-pipes,fire-plngs,andhydrants. from aqueduct. 
205. ]<'ire-plug tax. 218. Unlawful tapping of water-pipes· 
206. How levied; limit of tax. penalty, 
207. When fire-plug tax shall cease. 219. Chief of En~ineers to proseeu~. 
208. When shall be renewed. 220. Penalty for rnjnring pipe or fixtures. 
209. Fmnt-foot tax iu Georgetown. 221. Penalty for making water impure. 
210. Certain exemptions authorized. 

DiHtribution of SEC. 195. Full power is given to the legislative assembly to supply 
Potomac water. the inhabitants of Washington and Georgetown with the Potomac water 
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fro'!l the aqueduct mains or pipes laid in the streets and avenues by the 3 Mar., 1859, c. 
Umted States; and to make all laws and regulations for the proper dis- 84, s. 2, v.11, p. 436. 
tribution of the same, subject to the provisions of this chapter, and to 8/ 1 

1May1/
86!it 

the control of the _chief ?f engi_neers_in charge of public buildings and ~~- Fet., i£:1, ~: 
grounds, as provided m sect10n eighteen hundred and ten, title, 62, s. 5, v .16, p. 420. 
"SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS." • 

[See R. 8. 1J. 8., §§ 1800-lSU. I 
SEC. 196. No expense shall devolve upon the United States under the No expense to 

provisions of the preceding section. devolve upon the 
United States. 

3 Mar., 1859, c. 84, s. 2, v. 11, p. 4:36. 
SEC. 197. The legislative assembly has authority to establish a scale Wat_er-rates,how 

of annual rates for tho supply and use of the water apportioned to differ- estabhshedaudcol-
ent classes of buildings according to their size, dimensions, assessed l_e_ct_ed_. ___ _ 
values, exposure to fires, uses for dwellings, stores, shops, stables, 3 Mar., 1859, c. 
manufactories, or other purposes, number of occupants, or consumption 84, s. 3, v.11, P· 436. 
~f water, measured by meter or other~ise, a~d to modify, alt~r, amend, 82~!. ~;~fo~:~ot 
mcrease, or reduce such scale, from time to time, and extend 1t to other 21 Feb. 1871 c. 
description of buildings and establishments; to provide for the collec- 62, s. 5, v. i6, p. 420. 
tion of such rates, in advance or otherwise, from the owner or occupants 
of all buildings or establishments using tho water; to provide for stop-
ping the supply of water to any dwelling or establishment upon a fail-
ure to pay the rate, and generally to enact such laws as may be neces-
sary to supply the inhabitants of Washington and Georgetown with 
pure and wholesome water, and to carry into full effect the provisions 
of this chapter. 

SEC. 198. The water-rotes levied in Washington and Georgetown Nottobeasource 
shall never be a source of revenue other than as a means of keeping up of revenue for 
to said cities a supply of water, but shall constitute a fund exclusively 0th er purposes. 
for the maintenance, management, and repair of the system of water- 3 Mar., 1H59, c. 
distribution. 84, s. 3, v.11, p. 436. 

3 Mar., 1863, c. 

WATER-TAX IN WASlIINGTON. 
19,s.3,v.12,p.805. 

SEC. 199. A water-tax may be levied and collected on all real prop- 'J'.a.x. for w3:ter
erty within the limits of tbe ci9' of ~ashin~ton, whic~ binds or to~ches ~~~:ns m Washmg
on any avenue, street, or alley m which a.main water-pipe may be laid by :.1 M lt!ru 19 
the United States or by the District. s.1, v~fJ, p. Eot ' 

SEC. 200. The wat"A,r-tax shall be as nearly as possible equal and uni- '1:'!? be equal and 
tiorm _un~1~,o~r_m_. __ _ 

' 11.Jid. 

SEC. 201. The water-tax may be levied on lots in proportion to their Nouevied and 
frontage or their area, as may be determined by law, and may be col- c_o_ec_...,·.----
lected in not less than three nor more than five annual installments. Ibid. 

SEC. 202. All such installments after the first shall bear interest at Interest on in
the rate of six per centum per annum, commencing from the date at stall~ents. 
which the first installment becomes due, but may, at the option of the fb1fu t 
owner of the property taxed, be paid and discharged in full at any time be ;~-i~ ~e~ 11tmay 
after the tax has been levied. • Iuitl. 

SEC. 203. The water-tax authorized to be levied and collected by the ~ater-ta.xtocon
provisions of the four preceding E-ections shall constitute a fund to be d:::i:; c~s:

11il di~ 
used exclusively to defray the cost of distribution of the water, including tribution. 
all necessary fixtures and machines conne.cted with such distribution. 

Ibid., s. 3, p. 805. 

FffiE-PLUG TAX. 

SEC. 204. On petition of the owners of the majority of the real estate Water-pipes, fire
on any square or line of squares in the city of Washington. water-pipes ~Ja~fs s • and by
may be laid and fire-plugs and hydrants erected wherever the sam~ may lb'd • 1 804 be requisite and necessary for public convenience, security from fire, or 1 .,a. ,p. • 
for health. 
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Fire-ping tax. SEC. 205. To aid in the erection, maintenance, aud efficiency of fire. 
Plugs in the cit.Y of Washington, a special annual tax may_ be levied_ on 

3 Mar., 1863, c. d d fi f 
109, s. 2, v. 12, p, all lrnildings in said city within five bun re eet o any mam water-pipe, 
804. into which, or the premises connected therewith, the water bas uot been 

introduced, and the owners or occupants of which do not pay any annual 
water-rate in accordance with law . 

. How levied; lim- SEC. 206. The fire-plug tax shall be Jevied with reference to the value 
it of tax. of the building so taxed, and shall not be more than five dollars nor less 

lbicl.,pp.804,805. than one clollar per year. 

When fire-ping SEC. 207. Whenever the wat~r is introduced, in conformity with law, 
tax shall cease. into any building or preniises, the fire-plug tax thereon shall cease. 

Ibid., p. 805. 
When shall be re- SEC. 208. Whenever water is discontinued from any building or prem-

newed. ises into which it has been introduced, such building shall be subject to 
Ibid. the tire-plug tax from the date of the discontinuance of the water. 

WATER-TAX IN GEORGETOWN, 

Front-foot tax. SEC. 209. A water-tax, not exceeding sixty cents per front foot, may 
be levied and collected on all lots and parts of lots within the limits of 

e2~!. r~:i2~':.2
Jo~: the city of Georgetown, in front of or parallel to which water-mains may 

be laid. 
Certain exemp- SEC. 210. In all cases in which an original town-lot in Georgetown, 

tions authorized. entirely owned by the same person, or any subdivision of an original 
17 J 1864 c lot separately so owned, is situated at the intersection of two streets, so 

129,s.t~~'i3,p.i33: as to bind or front on both, and in which both fronts would be liable to 
the front-foot tax authorized by the preceding section, such tax shall 
not be levied upou more than seventy-five feet of the two frouts of such 
lot or part of lot; and, in such cases, such further exemptions may be 
made, either by general law or in individual cases, as may be deemed 
just and proper. 

Appropriations, SEC. 211. In lieu of the front-foot tax authorized by the two preced
:c·'t 1r. l~ei of th e ing sections, so much money may be appropriated from the general fund 
ron • 00 ax. applicable to Georgetowu as may be necessary to supply the inhabitants 

21 May, 1862, c. with water from the aqueduct-mains which may be laid in the streets of 
82, 8• 2, v. l2, P· 4o5• said citv by the United States or a general special tax not to exceed 
17 Jone 1864 c. . ., ' . • 
l29, 8 , 2: v. i:i, p. one-fifth of one per cent. per annum, may he lmd on all the assessable 
133. property of the city to defray the cost of distributing the water from 

the mains . 
. Tax to be e:i::cln- SEC. 212. The general special tax provided for in the preceding sec

::,vi~~oaJ~f\~a~ tion shall be exclusively appropriated to the object mentioned therein, 
to 0,.,aJ ' and shall be collected in tlie same manner as general taxes are collected, 

17 June, 1864, c. and sh3;ll cease whenever the cost of the distribution of the water is 
129, s. 2,v.13, p. 133. fully paid. 

Water-t.axes not SEC. 213. The taxes mentioned in the four preceding sections shall 
to be a sonrcehof never be a source of revenue other than as a means of supplying the 
revenue for ot er city of Georgetown with water 
purposes. • 

21 May, 1862, c. 82, s. 2, v. 12, p. 405. 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

Water may be SEC. 214. In order to prevent unnecessary waste of Potomac water, 
shut off, when. and in order to more fully enforce the laws in relation to the distribu-

14 July, 1870, c. tion of the same, the chief of engineers hi authorized, after giving notice, 
~~· 8• 1, v. 17, P• to shut, oft' the water wheu such notice shall be disregarded from any 
2'

0
• places where a. waste of water is occurring. rSeen.s.u.s.,§mo.J 

W hen ns e <? f SEC. 215. The use of Potomac water for mechanical aud manufactnr
water for certaur ing purposes, or for private fountains, street and pavement washers, :u~;.?:~ may be shall be allowed only when, in the opinion of the chief of engineers, it 
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will not be detrimental to the general <listribution of water in tlie two 14 July, 1870, c. 
cities. 263, s. 2,v.Hi, p. 27G. 

SEC. 216. The supply of water to all mannfactnri1w establishments Supply to bo de
botels, liv~ry-stables, and other places reriniring a large quantity shali terminetl by me
be determmed by meters erected and maintained at the expense 'of the iers, wlien; chargo 
consumer; and the proper authorities shall charge and c~llect for th~ or water. 
quantity so determined a price not exceeding three cents per hundre<l Ibid., s. 3, P· 276. 
gallons. 

SEC. 217. All wat~r-rents derived from the Washington Aqueduct 
shall be applied to the improvement and repair of the same, and for no 
other purpose. 

Application of 
water-rents de -
rived from aque
duct. 

15 July, 1870, c. 292, s. 1, v. 16, pp. 301,302. 
SEC. 218. The unlawful tapping of any water-pipe laid down in the Unlawful tap

District by authority of the United States is a misdemeanor and an in- ping o~watcr-pipes 
dictable offense; and any person convicted of such offense in the crimi- ;e ~isdemeauor; 
nal court of the District shall be subject to a tine not exceeding five _n_a_y_. ___ _ 
hundred dollars, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year. 

25
25 July, 1866, c. 

[See R. 8. 11. 8., § 1803.J 4, v. 14, p. 251. 
SEC. 219. It is the special duty of the chief of engineers to bring to Duty of chief of 

the notice of the attorney of the United St.ates for the District of Colum- engineers t-0 prose-
bia, or to the grand jury, any infraction of the preceding section. _cu_t_e. ____ _ 

Ibid. 
SEC. 220. Every 1>erson who maliciously breaks, injnres, defaces, or . Pen~lty for in~nr

destroys any main or pipe, bend, branch, valve, hydrant, service-pipe, !ng pipe O r ti x-
or any other fixture used for the distribution of water throughout the _u_r_es_. ___ _ 
streets and avenues, or for its introduction into the houses, tenements, 3 March, 1850, c. 
or buildings of Washington and Georgetown, shall be punishable by 84,s. 5, v. ll,p. 436• 
imprisonment in the District jail for not more than two years. 

(See R. s. If. 8., § 11104.J 
SEC. ~21. Every person who maliciously commits any act by reason 

of which the supply of water, or any part thereof, to the cities of Washing
ton and Georgetown, becomes impure, filthy, or unfit for use, shall be tined 
not less than five hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or impris
oned at hard labor not more than three years nor less than one year. 

[See B. 8. 11. 8., § 1806. 1 

CHAPTER NINE. 

UGlJLATIOll OJ!' STREETS, A VEinJES, RESERVATIOIIS, ETC. 

Sec. 
222. Occupation of streets, spaces, and 

reservations prohibited. 
2"23. Railroads prohil>ited around certain 

squares. 
224. Restrictions on looation of street rail

roads. 
225. Portione of streets and avenues may 

be set 11,Bide 11,8 parka. 
226. Officer in charge of public buildings 

and grounds to cauee ·obstructions 
to be remqved from certain streets, 
&c. 

227. Ma.y institute suite; district attor
ney to prosecute. 

2~. May give permits for certain pur
po8e8. 

229. Penalty forobstructingeertain streets, 
&c. 

Sec. 
230. Penalty for failure te replace work ; 

how recovered. 
231. Grades in vicinity of Capitol. 
232. Street and a.venue lamps to be kept 

lighted. 
233. Lights to be increased ; tax col

fected. 
:.!34. When Secretary of Interior may col

lect t.ax. 
235. United Sta.tee not liable for expendi

tures for a building for District 
offices, &o. 

2."36. Restrictions upon occupancy of land 
adjoining W llllhington Canal; own
ership of the land. 

237. Certain appropriations not to imply 
future ol>ligations. 

Penalty for mak
ing water impure. 

Il>id., B. 7, p. 437. 

MEC. 222. No open space, public reservation, or oth~r pnblic ground Occupation of 
in the cit,y of Washington, nor any portion of the pubhc streets or ave- pul.Jlic II tree ts, 
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