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Certificate to be SEC. 989. The certificate of a notary public, under his hand and seal 
like evidence. of office drawn from his record, stating the protest and the facts therein 

s April, 1864, o. recorded, shall be evidence of the facts in like manner as the original 
51, s. 9, v. 13, p. 45. protest. 

Fees. SEC. 990. The fees of notaries public shall be: 
Ibid., s. 10. For each certificate and seal, fifty cents ; 

Taking depositions or other writings, for each one hundred words, 
ten cents; 

Administering an oath, fifteen cents ; . . 
Taking acknowledgment of a deed or power of attorney, with cert1fi. 

cate thereof, fifty cents ; _ 
Every protest of a bill of exchange or promissory note, and recording 

the same, one dollar and seventy-five cents; 
Each notice of protest, ten cents; 
Each demand for acceptance or payment, if accepted or paid, one dol• 

lar, to be paid by the party accepting or paying the same; 
Each noting of protest, one dollar. 

Pennlty for tak- SEC. 991. Any notary public who shall take a higher fee than is pre-
ing higher fees. scribed by the preceding section shall pay a fine of one hundred dollars 

Ibid. and be removed from office by the supreme court of the District. 
Records in 68116 SEC. 992. Upon the death, resignation, or removal from office of any 

of death, &c. notary public, his records, together with all his official papers, shall be 
Ibid.1 1.1.8. deposited in the office of t,he clerk of the supreme court of the District. 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS. 

Ce~ain holidays SEC. 993. The following days, namely: The first day of January, 
estabhsl:.ed; legal commonly called New-Year's day; the fourth day of July; the twenty­
e1foct. fifth day of December, commonly called Christmas day ; and any day 

28 June, 1870, o. appointed or recommended by the President of the United States as a day 
167, v. l 6,p, l68. of public fast or thanksgiving, shall be holidays within the District, and 

shall, for all purposes of presenting for payment or acceptance, for the 
maturity and protest, and giving notice of the dishonor of bills of ex­
change, bank-checks, and promissory notes, or other negotiable or com­
mercial paper, be treated and considered as is the first day of the week, 
commonly called Sunday, and all notes, drafts, checks, or other com• 
mercial or negotiallle paper falling due or maturing on either of said 
holidays shall be deemed a~ having matured on the day previous. 

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE. 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Sec. 
994. Term and oath of office. 
995. General powers and dnties. 
996. Roles and forms to be preBCribed by 

snpreme court. 
997. Jurisdiction. 
998. Not t.o exercise criminal jurisdiction. 
999. May issue warrants returnable to po-

lice court. 
1000. Justices to keep docket, &c. 
1001. Liabilit;r for failure. 
1002. Non-residents to give security for 

costs. 
1003. Original writs. 
1004. Removal of canses. 
1005. Witntllllles. 
1006. -Trials and judgments, 
1007. Interest on judgments. 
1008. Renewal of jutlgmouts. 

Seo. 
1009. Parties may demand a trial by jury. 
1010. Venire. 
1011. Qualifications of jurors. 
1012. Talesmen. 
1013. Oath of jurors. 
1014. Trial. 
1015. Constable's oath. 
1016. Verdict. 
1017. Jud~ment and execution. 
1018. Fien fooias. 
1019. Property subject to execution. 
1020. Execution upon copy of judgment. 
lWl. Plaintiff's receipt. 
1022. Judgments a litm, when. 
1023. Stay of execution. 
1024. How entered. 
1025. When no stay shall be allowed. 
1026. Expiration of time. 



JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 117 
Sec. See. 
1027. Appeals t-0 811preme court. 
l{)'J..S. Bond on appeal. 
1029. Papel'8 tu be filed. 

1032. Dockets to be delivered to clerk, 
when. 

1030. Commi88ion of justice void, when. 
1031. Removal by supreme court. 

1033. Penalty for neglect. 
1034. Fees, how established. 

SEC. 994. Justices of the peace shall be appointed for the term of three Term and oath 
years, and shall take an oath for the faithful and impartial discharge of of office. 
the duties of their office. [SN, §§ 112, 811.J -------

1. 11 2 'rl Feb., 1801, c. 
a, I!. , v. , p.107. 17 May, 1848, c. 42, s.15, v. 9, p. 229. Wise 1'8. Witbel'8, 3 Cranch, 

330; Neale t:a. Minifie, 2 Cranch, C. c., 16. 

SEc. ~- Th~y shall have all the powers vested in, and perform all Gmeml powel'8 
the duties required of, justices of the peace, as individual magistrat,es and duties. 
by the laws in force within the District. ' Ibid. 

Holmead "'· Smith, 5 Cranch, C. C., 343; Homans w. Moore, 5 Cranch, C. C., 605. 

SEC. OOR. The supreme court of the District shall make and establish Rules and forms 
rules of practice, and prepare and publish forms of pleadings, for bring- to be prescribed by 
ing all forms of actions, and the trial thereof, before justices of the peace. supreme court. 

JURISDICTION, 
22 Feb., 1867, c. 

63, 8. 2, v. 14, p. 402. 

SEc. 997. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in all civil cases Jnrilldiction. 
where the amonnt claimed to be due for debt or damages arising out of Ib'd 1 401 contracts, express or implied, or damages for wrongs or injuries to per- 402.

1 .,s. ,PP• ' 
sons or property, does not exceed one hundred dollars, except in cases R tte 11 involving the title to real estate, actions to recover damages for assault, cha!t 1 rc:~ch 

8c: 
or assault and battery, or for malicious prosecution, or actions against c .. 36; Ritchie's 
justices of the peace or other officers for misconduct in office, or in actions admr. "'· Stone, 2 
for alander verbal or written. Craoch, C. ~·• ~; 

, . A.dams w. Kmca1d, 
2Cranch,~; O'Neil 11,.Hogan,2 C11&nch,C.C.,524;_Kennedy w.Gormau,4 Cmnch, 
C. C., 347; Lenox w. Arguellee, 4 Cranch, C. C., 477; N1eholls 111. Corporation, 4 Craoeh, 
C. C., 676; Moore 1'8, W Mel'8, 6 Craneh, C. C., 283. 

SEC. 998. They shall not exercise any jurisdiction over crimes and Not to exercise 
offenses, either for examination to commit or bold to bail, or for final c~iminal Jurisdic-
judgment.. _ti_on_. ____ _ 

17 July, 1870, c. 133, a, 19, v. 16, p.156. 

SEC. 999 . .Any justice of the peace may, on complaint under .oath May iBBue war­
or actual view, issue warrants, returnable to the police.court, against rar.s returnable to 
persons accused of crimes and offenses committed in the District, and po ice-court. 
he shall make a record of his proceedings in every case, in a book to be Ibid., pp.156, 157. 
kept for that purpose. 

DOCKET, 

SEC. 1000. Justices of the peace shall keep a docket, and make regu- Justices to keep 
lar entries therein of their proceedings in all cases, and shall furnish docket, &c. 
a copy of any judgment rendered by them, when required by either 1 March, 1823, c. 
party to the snit. 24, v. 3, a. 3, p. 743. 

SEC. 1001. If any justice of the peace shall omit to keep a docket Liability for fail-
or be guilty of any other negligence or omi~io~, by which the p~aintiff, _ore_. ___ _ 
having obtained a judgment. before such JDS_tice, shall lo_se his debt, Ibid.,s.4. 
the justice shall pay and satisfy to the plamtiff the debt, mterest, and 
costs, so lost, to be recovered against the defaulting justice for the 
amount, together with any interest that may have accrued thereon. 

CO~CEJIENT AND_ :REMOVAL OF SUITS, 

Sli:c. 1002. Non-residents of the District sh:'1! not co~mence S!lit . Non-resid_ents to 
before any J'ustice of the peace without first g1vmg sufficient security give security for costs. 
for costs. 

22 Feb., 1867, c. 63, a. 7, v. 14, p. 40'.l. 
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Original wrlt,s. SEC. 1003. Justices of the peace may issue original writs in civil 

22Feb.,lS67,c.G3, cases, returuable before themselves. 
e. 4, v. 14, p. 402. White vs. Corporation, 2 Cranoh, C. C., 337. 

Removal of SEC. 1004. Any party to such sl!it, ~is agent oi: attorney, ma;v h~ve 
causes. the cause removed to the nearest Justice upon fihng an affid:i,vit with 

Ibid. tbe justice issuing the writ, on th~ r~tur~-daY: or. day ?f trial ?f the 
B th Cor- action that he does not believe said Justice will give him a fmr and 

oo e ~s. ' • d. th bl porat.ion;2Cranch, impartial trial on account of preJu ice or o er reasona e cause. 
C.C.,356. 

WITNESSES. 

Witnesses. SEC. 1005. Justices of the peace have power to compel the attendance 

17 
M 

1848 
of witnesses by attachment, and to punish them by fine not exceeding 

42,s.itl:9,p.~: ten dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding ten days, for refusing 
obedience to a summons. 

TRIAL AND JUDGMENT. 

Trials and judg- SEC. 1006. It 1,1ball be lawful for any justice of the peace in all cases 
ment,s. within his jurisdiction to try, hear, and determine the matter in con-

t March, ltj>~, c. troversy between the creditor and debtor, their executors and adminis-
24•~· 1, v. 3, p. 743• trators and upon full hearing of the allegations and evidence of both 

Foy vs. Talbnrt,5 • ' • • d d" l d th ·t d • bt f cranch, c. c., 124; parties, to give JU gment, accor mg to aw an e eqm y an rig o 
Ennis t·s. Holmead, the matter. 
5Cranoh, C.C.,509. 

Intereetonjudg- SEC. 1007. Judgments shall bear interest from their date until paid 
ment,s. or satisfied. 

Ibid. 
RENEWAL OF JUDGMENT. 

Renewalofjudg- SEC. 1008. Where a judgment shall have continued for more than one 
ment,s. year, and shall not be paid or satisfied, it shall be lawful for the justice 

Ibid.,e.11, p. 745. before whom the judgment shall have been obtained, or for any other 
justice of the peace, to revive the same by scire facias, which shall be 
made returnable on a certain day, not exceeding forty days from the 
time of issuing the same, to himself, or any other justice of the peace 
in the District. 

JURY TRTALS. 

Parties may de- SEC. 1009. In every action where the sum demanded shall exceed 
!Doud a trial by twenty dollars, it shall be lawful for either of the parties to the suit, 
Jury. after issue joined, and before the justice shall proceed to inquire into 

Ibid., e.15,p. 746. tbe merits of the cause, to demand of the justice that such action be 

Vouire. 

Ibid. 

tried by a jury. 
SEC. 1010. Upon such demand the justice shall issue a venire, under 

his hand and seal, directed to any constable of the District, commaud­
~ng ~im to sum~on twelve j!,lrors, to be and appear before the justi<-e 
issmug such vemre, at such time and place as shall be therein expressed. 

Qualification 
- jurors. 

of SEC. 1011. The jurors thus summoned shall possess the qualifications 
and be subject to the exceptions provided for jurors by law. !See§§ 872, ~. 5.J 

Ibid, 

Talcsmeu. 

Ibid., s. 16. 

Oath of jurors. 

Ibid. 

SEC. 1012. If auy of the persons summoned and returned ns jurors 
shall not appear, or shall be challenged and set aside, the justice before 
whom the cause is to be tried shall direct the constable to summon and 
return forthwith, talesmen, so as to make up the number of twelve, ~fter 
all causes of challenge are disposed of by the justice. 

SEC. 1013. The _twelve persons shall be th~ jury who shall try the 
cause, each. of ,~l!om shall be sworn by the justice, well and truly to try 
the matter m d1ftere11ce between the parties, aud a true ,•erdict to give 
according to evidence. ' 
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SEC. 1014. The ~jury being sworn, shall sit togethel', and hear the Trial. 
proofs and allegahons of the parties in public. -----

1 Mar., U:'23, c. 
24, s.16, v. 3, p. 74(i. 

Denny rs. Queen, 3 Crancb, C. C., 217; Smith t·s. Chase, :1 Crancb, C. C., 34tl. 
SEC. 1015. The justice shall then administer to the constable the fol- Constable'soatlJ. 

lowing ~ath: "You c_lo swear, that yot_1 will keep this jury together in lb 
t h t ,1 k id., pp. 746,747. some p~1va e room, wit ou meat or urm , except water; that yon will 

not suffer any person to speak to them, nor will you speak to them your-
self unless by order of the justice, until they have agreed on their verdict." 

~EC. 1016. When t~e jurors h~Ye _agreed on their verdict, they shall Verdict. 
deliver the same publicly to the Justice. Ibid., p. 747. 

SEC. 1017. The justice shall give judgment thereon forthwith and Jndgment and 
may issue execution accordingly. ' execution. 

Ibid. 
EXECUTIONS. 

SEC. 1018. Justices of the peace are authorized to issue writs of exe- Fieri facias. 
cation in all cases in which they are empowered to render judgment. Ibid. s.13 p. 746. 

[See§ 912.J ' ' 
SEC. 1019. The plaintiff is entitled to have his execution against th~ Property subject 

goods and chattels, lands and tenements, rights and credits of the defend- to execution. 
ant, subject to the exemptions mentioned in section seven hundred and 24 June, 1812, c. 
ninety-seven. t!lee M 1111. ooa, 982, 12se.1 106, s. 15, v. 2, p. 

759. 
5 Feb., 1867, c. 30, v. 14, pp. 389, 390. 

SEC. 1020. Upon a copy of any judgment rendered by ajustice of th'e Execu~ion upon 
peace, any other justice of the peace is authorized to issue execution in copy of Judgment. 
the same manner as executions are issued by the clerk of the supreme 1 March, 1823, c. 
court of the District, which shall be returned within twenty days after 24, s. 3, v. 3, p. 743. 
being issued, to the justice who gave the judgment. 

SEC. 1021. No return, judgment, or execution, shall be received or Plaintifl'sreceipt. 
recorded as satisfted, by justices of the peace, without the receipt of the Ib"d 10 I .,s. ,p.74f>. 
plaintiff annexed thereto. 

LIENS. 

SEC. 1022. After judgment for a debt amounting with interest to . Judgments a 
twenty dollars, exclusive of costs, before a justice of the peace, the judg- hen, when. 
ment-creditor may, when execution is returned "No personal property 1 Jnne, 1870, c. 
found whereon to levy," file in the clerk's office of the supreme court of 115, s. 2, v. 16, PP· 
the District a certified copy of such judgment, which shall be docketed •146• 147• 
in the docket of law causes in said office, in the same manner as appeals 
from justices are docketed there; and when so docketed, the force and 
effect of the judgment shall be the same, as to lien and execution, as it 
it had been a judgment of the supreme court. 

SUPERSEDEA.S. 

SEC. 1023. On all judgments rendered by a justice of the peace, exc~pt u!;~Y of execu-
as provided in section ten hundred and twenty-five stay of execut10n _____ _ 
may be had upon good and sufficient security being entered by a ~erson 22 J<'eb., 1867, c. 
who may be at the time the owner of sufficient property located m the 63, 8• 

3, v. 14, P· 40'..?. 
District, above all liabilities and exemptions, to secure the debt, costs, 
and interest. 

SEC. 1024. In such cases stay of execution shall be entered as fol- How entered. 
lows: Ibid. 

For the sum of five dollars, and not exceeding twenty dollars, one 
month; 

:For all sums over tweHty dollars, and not exceeding forty dollars, two 
months; 

For all sums over forty dollars, and not exceeding seventy-five dollars, 
four months ; . 

For all sums exceeding se,,ent.y-five dollars, six months. 
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When no stay SEO. 1025. Thero shall be no stay of execution on any judgment for 
shall be allowed. the wages of a servant or common l~borer, nor upon any judgmen~ for 

22 Feb., 1867, o. a less sum than five dollars; but m such ca~es. execution may issue 
ro,s. 3, v.14, p.40-2. immediately, and judgments snall be entered w1thm two days after the 

trial of the action. 
Expiration of SEC. 1026. Any justice of the peace, before whom snpersedeas maY: be 

time. taken, or any other justice ?f the peace, shall, at the request o! t~e pl~mt-
1 M b 1823 • iff. or any person authonzed by, or on behalf of, the plamtdf, issue 

24,"I!. !l~~~ a; p. 745~· e;ecntion against the principal debtor and his sureties, or either of them, 
after the expiration of the time mentioned in the supersedeas. 

.APPEALS. 

Appenls to 8 u- SEC. 1027. Where the debt or demand exceeds five dollars, and either 
preme court. the plaintiff or defendant shall think himself aggrieved by the judgment 

Ibid s. 7 P 744 of a justice of the peace, he shall be at libery to appeal to the next tenn 
22 i~~b. itl67 ~-of the supreme court of the District, and the appeal sball be there heard 

64, ss. 2, 'a, v. '14, and determined as provided in section seven hundred and seventy-four 
P• 4o3• to section seven hundred and seventy-nine, inclusive. [See§§ m-110.1 

Thornton 11s. Corporation, 3 Cranob, C. C., 212 ; Owner t'B. Corporation, 5 Crnnoh, C. 
c.,:'161. 

Bond on appeal. SEC. 1028. No appeal shall be allowed from ajudgmentofajustice of 
Ibid 8 1 the peace, unless the appe1lant, with sufficient surety, approved by the 

·• • • justice, enters into an undertaking to satisfy and pay all intervening 
damages and costs arising on the appeal. 

Papers to be filed. SEC. 1029. When such undertaking has been entered into, the justice 
Ibid., s.2. shall immediately file the original papers, including a copy of his dock:et­

entries, in the office of the clerk of the supreme court of the District. 

REMOVAL, RESIGNATION, ETC, 

Commission of SEO. 1030. Upon indictment and conviction of any justice of the peace 
justice void, when. of incompetency, habitual drunkenness, corruption in office, or of any 

17 llfay 1848 0 . other willful misconduct in the discharge of his official duties, his com-
42, s. 15, v: 9, p. 229. mission shall be void, and he shall cease to exercise the office and powers 

United States vs. of justice of the peace. 
Clark, 4 Crancb, C. 
c.,rio6. 

Removal by su- SEO. 1031. The supreme court has power, at a general term, to remove 
preme court. justices of the peace after due notice, and an opportunity to be heard in 

3 March, 1864, c. -their defense, and for causes to be assigned in. the order of removal. 
91,s.14,v.12,p. 764 • 
. Dockets to be de- SEO. 1032. It is made the duty of every justice of the peace, upon his 

livered to clerk of resignation or removal from office, and of his executors or administra­
~E;:':1e CO Ur t' tors upon t.he death of any such justice of the peace, forthwith to deliver 
------ to the clerk of the supreme court of the District, all dockets which such 
24

1 ~arc~, 1~ 43· justice of the peace, so resigning, removing, or dying, may have had. 
744~· , v. 'pp. , rsee §§ 919, 1120.J 

Penalty for neg- SEO. 103~. In ~e of anY: ne~lect to comp~y with the provisions of 
lect. the p~mg section, the Justice so neglectmg, or his executors or 

Ibid. adm1mstrators, as the case may be, shall forfeit to the United States the 
sum of five hundred dollars, to be recovered as other pena.lties are recov­
ered. 

FEES. 

. Fees, bow estab- SEO. 1034. The tmpreme court shall fix and determine a. bill of fees 
hshed. an~ costs to be taxed and charged by justices of the peace in all civil 

22 Feb., 1867, c. smts. 
G3,s. 2, v.14,p. 40'J. 
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