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SEC. 519. Corporations may be formed within the District, for the Crrtio\ of cor-
purposes mentioned in this chapter, in the following mannAr : rr:f i:!~ Y gen-

5 May, 1870, c. 80, v.16, pp. 98-116. Potomac Com. i-s. Gilman, 2 Crancb, C. C., 243. 

CLASS 1. 

INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING. 

SEC. 520. Any five or more persons, desirous of associating themselves How may be in­
for the purpose of establishing an institution of learning, may make, corporated. 
sign, and acknowledge, before any officer authorized to take acknowl- 5 May 1870 c. 80 
edgment of deeds in the District, and file in the office of the recorder s. 1, v.16, pp. 98,99'. 
of deeds, a certificate in writing, to be recorded in a book kept for that 
purpose, and open to public inspection, in which shall be stated-

First. The name or title by which the institntion shall be known in 
law. 

Second. The number of trustees, directors, or managers, and their 
names. 

Third. The particular branch of literature and science, or either of 
them, proposed t-0 be taught ; and 

Fourth. If the institution is to be of the rank of a college or univer­
sity, the number and designation of the professorships to be established. 

SEC. 521. U i,on filing such certificate, the persons signing and ac- Corporate pow-
know !edging the same, a,nd their successors and associate_s, shall be_ a e_rs_. _____ _ 
body politic and corporate, by the name and style stated m the cert1fi.. Ibid. 
r,ate, and by that name and style shall have perpetual succession, with 
power to sue and be sued, plead aml be impleaded, to acquire, hold, and 
convey property in all lawful ways, to have and use a common seal, and 
to alter and change the same at pleasure, to make and alter, from time 
to time, such by-laws, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
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United States or the laws in force in the District, as they may deem 
necessary for the government of the institution, and _to confer upon 
such persons as may be considered worthy such academical or honorary 
degrees as are usually conferred by similar institut~ons. . 

Acquirement of SEO. 522. Such corporati<?n shall be competent ID law and eqmt_y to 
property. take to themselves, in their co_rporate name, real, personal_, er m1~ed 

Property by gift grant, bargaID and sale, conveyance, will, devise, 
5 May 1870 c. 80 ' • ' h d t t b • 11 

s. l, v. 16,PP• os,o:1'. or bequests of any persons w o°:'soteevert, an tho gr:i,n 'd· argam,fsteh, 
convey devise let, place out at ID res ,, or o erw1se 1spose, o e 
same f~r the u;e of the institution, in such manner as shall seem most 
beneficial thereto. 

Tenure of prop- SEO. 523. Such corporation shall bold the property of the institution 
ert,y. solely for the purposes of education, and not for the individual benefit 

lll'd of themselves, or of any contributor to the endowment thereof. 
F 

1 ~ h to b SEO. 524. The trustees, directors, or managers of any such corpora-
apptt~/' ow e tion shall faithfully apply all the funds collected or the proceeds of the 

. property belonging to the institution, according to their best judgment, 
Ilml.. in erecting or completing suitable bnildin~s, supporting necessary 

officers, instructors, and servants, and procurIDg books, maps, charts, 
globes, and philosophical, chemical, and other apparatus necessary to the 
success of, said institution. 

Bequests, &e., SEC. 525. In case any donation, devise, or bequest shall be made for 
how to be applied. particular purposes, in accordance with the designs of the institution, 

Ibid. and the corporation shall accept the same, such donation, devise, or 
bequest shall be applied in conformity with the express condition of the 
donor or devisor. 

Limit to amount SEC. 526. No such corporation shall hold more land at any one time 
of land corporation than necessary for the purposes of education, as set forth in its articles of 
may hold. association, unless it shall have received the same by gift, grant, or 

Ibid. devise,and in such case thecorporationshall be required to sell or dispose 
of the same within ten years from the time the title thereto is acquired. 

Land reverts to SEC. 527. On failure to so dispose of the land, so much of the same 
original donor over and above the amount necessary to be used as provided in the 
when. ' preceding section shall re'\'ert to the original donor, grantor, devisor, or 

Ibid. their heirs. 
Appointment of SEO. 528. Such corporation shall have power to appoint a president 

officers, &c. or principal for the institution, and such professors or servants as may 
-

1
-b

1
-.d-. ---- be necessary, and to displace any of them, as the interests of the insti• 

tution require; to fill vacancies which may happen by death, resignation, 
or otherwise, among such officers or servants; and to prescribe and 
direct the course of studies to be pursued in the institution. 

May req nire SEC. 529. Such corporation may require the treasurer of the iustitu­
treasnrer to give tion, and all other agents thereof, before entering upon the duties of 
bond. their appointment, to give bonds for the security of the corporation iu 

Ibid. such sums and with security deemed sufficient by the corporation. 
Annual statement. SEC. 530. It shall be the duty of tho trustees of any institution, or a 

Ibid. majority of them, to file, on or before the first Monday in January in 
each year, iu the office of the recorder of deeds, a statement of the trus­
tees and officers of the institution, with an inventory of its property and 
liabilities and students, and such other information as will exhibit its 
condition or operation. 

ProeeBB • against SEO. 531. All process against any such corporation shall be by snm-
corpomtion. mons, and the service of the same shall be by leaving an attested copy 

Ibid. thereof with the president, secretary, or treasurer, or at the office of the 
corporation, at least sixty days before the return-day thereof. 

Prosecution for SEC. 532. In case any such corporation shall at any tlmo violate or 
forfeiture. f; ·1 l • h f a1 to comp y wit any o the preceding provisions, upon complaint 

Ibid. being made to the supreme court of the District, a writ of quo warranto 
shall issue, and the district attorney of the United States or the attor­
ney of the District shall prosecute, in behalf of the people, for a for-
feiture of all rights and privileges secured by this chapter to such cor­
poration. 
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CLASS 2. 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 

s:i;:o •. 533. It s~all_ be lawful for the members of any society or congre• !-,imit to owner­
gat1~m m t~e D1st~1ct, formed for the purpose of religious worship, to slnp of land. 
reccffe by gift, dense, or purchase, a quantity of land not exceeding an r, May 1870 c. 
acre, and to erect thereon such houses and buildings, and to make such so,s.2,v.'rn,pp'.99, 
other use of the land and such other improvements thereon, as may be 100. 
deemed necessary for the purposes named, and for the comfort and con. 
venience of the' society or congregation. 

SEC. 534. Such society or congregation may assume a name, and Corporate name; 
elect or appoint any number of trustees, not exceeding ten, who shall be trust.ees. 
styled trustees of such society or congregation by the name so assumed. _Ib_i_d_. ----

SEC. 535. The persons elected or appointed as trustees shall imme- certificate of 
diately thereafter make a certifieate under their hands and seals, stating trusteeship. 
the date of their election or appointment, the name of the society or Ibid. 
congregation, and length of time for which they were elected or ap-
pointed, which shall be verified by the affidavit of one o( the persons 
making the same, and shall be filed and recorded in the office of the re-
corder of deeds of the District. 

SEC. 536. The trustees shall hold office during the period stated in Rules and regn­
their certificates; and every such society or congregat,ion shall have lations. 
power to provide for filling vacancies in the office of trustee, and to re- -1-bi_d_. ---­
move trustees from office, and to adopt such rules and regnlations in 
relation to the duties of trustees, and the management of its estate, as 
the members may deem proper, not inconsistent with the Constitution 
of the United States and laws in force in the District. 

SEC. 537. At the expiration of the term of service of any trustee, the Successors. 
society or congregation shall elect or appoint successors, who shall Ihid. 
continue in office for such period as may be limited by the societ.v or 
congregation; and a certincate of their appointment or election shall 
be made by the trustees whose term of service shall have expired, which 
shall be verified by affidavit and filed and recorded as provided in the 
election of officers in the first instance. 

SEC. 538. A failure to elect or appoint trustees at the proper time Failure to choose 
shall not work a dissolution of the society or congregation ; but the _tru_ste_es_. __ _ 
trustees last elected or appointed shall be considered as in office until Ibid. 
another election or appointment shall take place. 

SEC. 539. Such trustees and their successors shall have perpetual Corporate pow-
succession and existence, and shall be capable in law to sue and be _ers_. ____ _ 
sued, implead and be impleaded, answered and be answered unto, defend Ibid. 
and be defended, in all conrts of law or equity whatsoever, in and by 
the name and style assumed as provided in section five hundred and 
thirty-four. 

SEC. 540. The title to land authorized to be purchased, and to the Title to real es-
buildings and improvements thereon, shall be vested in the trustees by t_a_te_. ____ _ 
their assumed name, and their successors forever; and the same shall Ibid. 
be held for the uses and purposes named and no other. 

SET. 541. The trustees shall have power, under the direction of the Usesandconvey­
societJ or congregation, to sell and execute deeds and conveyances of onces of property. 
the property authorized to be held by the society or congregation ; and Ibid. 
such deeds ·or conveyances shall have the same effect as like deeds or 
conveyances made by natural persons ; but no deed or conveyance shall 
be made so as to defeat or destroy the interest or effect of any grant, 
donation, or bequest, and all grants, donations, and bequests shall be 
appropriated an<l used as directed by the person making the same. 

SEC. 542. 1'he trustees shall have power, under the direction of Mortgages and 
the society or congregation by whom th&y were elected or appointed, deeds of trust. 
to execute mortgages or deeds of trust in the nature of mortgages, Ibid. 
upon the estate and property which any society or congregat~on are 
authorized to hold, or to lease the same for a term not exceedmg ten 

RS n--5 
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years. And snch mortgages, deeds, and cqnveya~ces shall have. the 
same effect and be enforced by the same remedies and proceedmgs 
as like mortgages, deeds, leases, and conveyances made by natural per-
sons. • . . 

Reversion of SEC. 543. Upon the dissoluti_on of any soCJet;r or congregation, the 
property; when. estate and property of such soCJety or congregation s!iall revert b:ick to 

M 870 the r)ersons their heirs and assigns, who may have given or contnbuted 
5 ay 1 c ' ,. h • • t th • t· so, e. 2, ~- 16,' PP: to the purchase of or payment 1or t e same, accorumg o en· respec 1vo 

99, 100. rights. . . . 
Private schools SEC. 544. The provisions of the eleven precedmg sections are mtended 

for religious pur- to extend to members of societies formed to establish and maintain 
poses. private schools for religious purposes, but sha)l ~ot be construed as 

Ibid. conferring privileges or any benefits to such soCJet1es under the school­
laws of the District. 

CLASS 3. 

SOCIETIES, BENEVOLENT, EDUCATIONAL, ETC. 

societies; how SEC. 545. Any three or more persons of full age, citizens of the United 
formed. States, a majority of whom shall be citizens of the District, who desire 

Ibid. _
3 

.tol to associat~ th~mselv~s _for benev?le_nt, charitable, ed~catio~al, lite_ra~y, 
102 ,s ,PP ' musical, sCJent1fic, religious, or missionary purposes, mcludmg soCJet1es 

• formed for mutual improvement, or for the promotion of the arts, may 
make, sign, and acknowledge before any officer authorized to take 
acknowledgment of deeds in the District, and file in the office of the 
recorder of deeds, to be recorded by him, a certificate in writing, in 
which shall be stated-

First. The name or title by which such society shall be known in law. 
Second. The term for which it is organized, not exceeding twenty 

years. 
Third. The particular business and objects of the society. 
Fourth. The number of its trustees, directors, or managers for the 

first year of its existence. 
Corporate pow- SEC. 546. Upon filing their certificate, the persons who shall have 

ers. signed and acknowledged the same, and their associates and successors, 
shall be a body politic and corporate, by the name stated in such cer­
tificate; and by that name they and their successors may have and 

Ibid. 

Election of offi­
cers; by-laws. 

Ibid. 

use a common seal, and may alter and change the same at pleasure, 
and may make by-laws and elect officers and agents; and may take, 
receive, hold, and convey real and personal estate necessary for the 
purposes of the society as stated in their certificate. 

SEC. 547. Such incorporated society may annually, or oftener, elect 
from its members its trustees, directors, or managers, at such time and 
place and in such manner as may be specified in its by-laws, who shall 
have the control and management of the affairs and funds of the society, 
and a majority of whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of busi­
ness, and whenever any vacancy shall happen among such trustees, 
directors, or managers, the vacancy shall be filled in such manner as 
shall be provided by the by-laws of the society. 

Re-organizatii:m SEC. 548. The trustees, directors, or stockholders of any existing 
of existing 80010 • bene:ol~nt, charitable, educational, musical, literary, scientific,religious, 
ties. or m1ss1onary corporation, including societies formed for mutual im-

Ibid. provement, may, by conforming to the requirements herein, re-incorpor­
ate themselves, or continue their existing corporate powers under this 
chapter, or may change their name, stating in their certificate the 
original name of such corporation as w<>ll as their uew name assnme<l; 
and all the property and effects of such existing corporatiou shall Yest 
in and belong to the corporation so re-incorporated or continued. 

Salo of real cs- SEC. 549. Su_ch corporations may sell and dispose of any real estate 
tatc. they may acqmre by purchase, gift, or devise, as follows : \Vllenen•r 

any lot purchased for the usc of the corporntio11, or any lrnil<ll11g Ibid. 
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erected thereon, shall become ineligible for the uses for which the lot 
was p~rchased or the building erected, to be determined by a vote of 
two-thirds of the shares of the stock of the corporation or the members 
of the corporat_ion, at a me~ting of the stockholders, or corporators, or 
mem~ers specially called tor t~at purpose, the proceedings of which 
meetmg ~h~ll be duly entered m the records of the corporation, said 
lot or bmldmg may be sold, and the proceeds thereof may be ,-ested in 
another_lot, or in the erection of another building, or both. 

SEC. 050. Wtien any real estate shall have been devised or given to Surrenderofcor­
any such corporation for any specified benevolent purpose, and where, porate powers. 
by a vote of three-fourths of the stock held by the stockholders, or 5 May, 1870, c. 
three-fourths of the corporators, ifno shares of stock have been created, so, s. 3, v. 16, pp. 
at a meeting called for the purpose, of which such stockholders or 101, 102. 
corporators or members shall have at least ten days' notice, the corpora-
tion shall determine t-0 surrender their corporate powers and cease to 
act under the same, said real and personal estate so acquired shall be 
sold at public auction, proper notice of the time and place of sale hav-
ing been gi"\"en, and the proceeds of the sale equitably distributed 
among the stockholders or corporators, or disposed of for the promo-
tion and advancement of the objects for which such corporation was 
originally organized. 

SEC. 551. No corporation acting under the six preceding sectionsshall Limitoftimefor 
hold real estate more than five yeariJ, except so much as shall be neces- holdingrealestate. 
sary for the purposes named in its certificate. Ibid. 

SEC. 552. The provisions of this chapter shall not extend or apply to Not to use any 
any association or indi"\"idual who shall, in the certificate filed with the name previously 
recorder of deeds, use or specify a. name ·or style the same as that ofad __ 0_P_te_d_. __ _ 
any previously existing incorporated body in the District. Ibid. 

CLASS 4. 

MANUFACTURING, .A.GRICULTUR.A.L, MINING, MECHANICAL, INSURANCE, 
MERCANTILE, TRANSPOR'.l'.A.'.l'ION, M.A.RKE'.l', AND SAVINGS-BANK COR­
PORATIONS. 

SEC. 553. Any three or more persons who desire to form a company Companies, how 
for the purpose of carrying on any kind of manufacturing, agricultural, formed. 
mining, mechanical, insurance, mercantile, transportation, or marketing -I-bi_d_. -s.-4-p-.-1-02-. 
business, in the District or savings bank therein, may make, sign, and 17 J~ne,'1s10, c. 
acknowledge, before some officer competent to take the acknowledg- 131, s. 2, v. 16, p. 
ment of deeds, and file in the office of recorder of deeds a certificate in 153• 
writing, in which shall be stated: 

First. The corporate name of the company and the object for which ThomasDavisvB. 
it is formed. GeorgetownBridge 
. Second. The ter:r_n of its existence, not exce.eding twe~ty _years, except ffl/f;:k~~iec~~d 
m case of corporations formed only tor the purpose of llfe-msurance. w. T. P. co. vs. van 

Third. The amount of the capital stock of the company, and the nmn- Ness, 2 Cra.nch, c. 
ber of shares of which said stock shall consist. c., 449. 

Fourth. The number of trustees who shall manage the concerns of 
the company for the first year, an4 their names. 

Fifth. The name of the place in the District in which the operations 
of the company are to be carried on. 

SEC. 554. "-1hen the certificates shall have been filed, iu accordance Corporato pow­
with the provisions of the preceding section, the persons who shall have ers. 
signed and acknowledged the same, and their successors, shall be a 5 May, 1870, c. 
body politic and corporate in fact and in name, by the name stated in so, s. 4, v. 16, p. 102. 
such certificate, and by that name have succession, and be capable of 
suing and being sued' in any court of law or equity in the District; and 
they and their successors may have a common seal, and make and alter 
the same at pleasure, and they shall by their corporate name be capable 
in law of purchasing, holding, and convesing any real or personal est3:te 
whateyer which may be necessary to enable the compan~· to carry on its 
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operations named in such certificat~, but shall not mortgage such estate, 
or give any lien thereon, except m pursuance of a vote of the stock­
holders of the company. 

Trustees. SEC. 555. The stock, property, and concerns of such company shall he 
---- 87- 0

-c-
80
- managed by not less than three or more _th:tn n!~e trust~es, wh~ sh~II, 

: Malo lp 102· ' resp~ctivelv be stockholders, and a maJor1ty mt1zens of the District, 
s. 'v. ' • ' o.nd shall, ex~ept the first year, be annually elected by the stockholders, at 

such time and place as shall be determined by the by-laws oftbe company. 
Mode of election. SEC. 556. Public notice of the time and place of holding such election 

. 
103 

shaU be published not less than thirty days previous thereto, in the 
~~:k'v1i1e ·and newspaper printed nearest to the place whel'e the operations of the com­

w. T. P. Co. t1s. pany shall be carried on, and the election shall be made by such of the 
VanNeBB,2Cranch, stockholders as shall attend for that purpose, either in person or by 
c.c., 449• proxy. All the elections shall be by ballot, and each s~ockholder shall 

be entitled to as many votes as he owns shares of stock m tile company, 
and the persons receiving the greatest number of votes shall be trustees: 
and when any vacancy shall happen among the trustees, it shall be tilled 
for the remainder of the year in such manner as may be provided by 
the by-laws of the company. • 

Non-election of SEC. 557. In case it shall happen at any ti.me that an election of trus­
trustees not to dis- tees shall not be made on the day designated by the by-laws of said 
solve company. company, when it ought to have been made, the company for that rea-

ltid. son shall not be dissolved, but it shall be lawful on any other day to 
hold an election for trustees, in such manner as shall be provided by the 
by-laws, and all acts of trustees shall be valid and binding as against 
said company until their sucqessors shall be elected. 

Officers. SEC. 558. 'I;here shall be a president of the company, who shall be 
-

1
-b

1
-_d. ____ designated from the trustees, and also cuch subordinate officers, who 

may be elected or appointed, and required to give security for the faith­
ful performance of the duties of their office, as the company by its by­
laws may require. 

By-laws. SEC. 559. The trustees shall have power to make such prudential by-
------ laws as they deem proper for the management and disposal of the stock 

Ibid. and business affairs of such company, not inconsistent with the laws of 
the District and the Constitut.ion of the United States, and prescribing 
the duties of officers, artificers, and servants that may be employed, for 
the appointment of all officers, and for carrying on all kinds of business 
within the objects and purposes of such company. 

Forfeiture for SEC. 560. It·shall be lawful for the trustees to call in and demand 
non-payment of from the stockholders all such sums of money by them subscribed, at 
assessments. such times and in such installments as the trustees shall .deem proper, 

Ibid. under the penalty of forfeiting the shares of stock subscribed for and all 
previous payments made thereon, if payment shall not be made by the 
stockholder within sixty days.after a personal demand or a notice requir-
ing such payment shall have been published for six successive weeks in a 
newspaper in the District. 

Stock, personal SEC. 561. The stock of such company shall be deemed personal estate, 
estate; transfers. and shall be transferable in such manner as shall be prescribed by the 

Ibid. by-laws of the company; but no shares shall be transferable until a.U 
previous calls thereon shall have been fully paid in, or shall have been 
declared forfeited for non-payment. 

Liability of SEC. 562. All the stockholders of every company incorporated under 
stockholders. this chapter shall be sevArally individually liable to the creditors of the 

Ibid. company in which they are stockholders, to an amount equal to the 
amount of stock held by them respectively,forall debts and contracts made 
by such company, until the whole amountof'capital stock fixed and limited 
by such company shall have been paid in and a certificate thereof shall 
have been made and recorded, as prescribed in the following section. 

Certificate . of SEC, .563. The president, and a maj?rity of the trustees, within thirty 
payment of capital days after the payment of the last mstallment of the capital stock so 
st0ck. fixed and limited, shall make a certificate stating the amount of the cap· 

Ibid. ital so fixed and paid in, which certificate shall be signed and sworn to 
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by tht.: presJde~t ~ml a majority of tJie trustees; and they shl_l,11 within 
t~e said _th1:tJ da) s record the same m the office of the recorder of deeds 
of the Dish ict. 
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SEC: 5~4. The capital stock so fixed and limited shall be paid in, one- When capital 
half_ witbm on~ year, and the other half thereof within two years from ~ust bo paid in 
the mcorporat10n of the company, or such corporation shall be dissolved. _1n_t_u_n_. ___ _ 

T • 5 May, 1870, e. 80, s. 4, v.16, p.102. 
SEC. 565. Nothmg but money shall be considered as payment of any Money only to be 

part of the capital stock. payment. 

Ibid. 
SEC. 566. Every such company shall annually, within twenty days Annnalreport of 

from the fi~t of Ja~na~·y; ma~e a report, which shall be published in a company. 
newspaper m ~be District, w_h1ch shall state the amount of capital, and I • 

f th t t II d d h 
bid, p. 104. 

o e propor 10n ac ua y pa1 , an t e amount of existing debts· which 
report shall be signed b:r the president and a maJ·oritv of the t~nstees . . ' and shall be verified by the oath of the president or secretarv of the 
company, and filed in the office of the recorder of deeds of the District. 

SEC._ 567. I~ any company fails to comply with the provisions of the Liability_oftrus­
precedmg ~chon, all the trustees of such company shall be jointly and tees_ for failure to 
severally hable for the debts of the company then existing, and for a,U make report. 
that shall be contracted before such report shall be made. Ibid. 

SEC. 568. If any certificate or report made, or public notice given, by . Penalty form~k­
the officers of any company in pursuance of the provisions of this chap- 111 g false certifi-
ter shall be false in any material representation, all the officers who c_a_te_._· ___ _ 
shall have signed the same, knowing it to be false, shall be jointly and Ibid. 
severally liable for all the debts of the company contracted while they 
are stockholders or officers thereof. 

SEC. 569. It shall not be lawful for any company to use any of their . Funds ~ot to bo 
f d • th h f k • th • mvested m stocks un s m e pure ase o any stoc m any o er corporat10n. ofothercompauies. 

Ibid. 
SEC. 570. No loan of money shall be made by any company to any Loans to _st_ock­

stockholder therein; and if any such loan shall be made to a stock- ~ol~e~sprohibitod; 
holder, the officers who shall make it, or who shall assent thereto, shall iabil,ity. 
be jointly and severally liable to the extent of such loan and interest, Ibid. 
for all the debts of the company contracted while they are stockholders 
or officers thereof. 

SEC. 571. If the trustees of any company shall declare and pay any Liability for. nn­
dividend the payment of which would render it insolvent, or which would lawful dividends. 
diminish the amount of its capital stock, they shall be jointly a.nd sev- Ibid. 
erally liable for all the debts of the company then existing, and for all 
tlmt shall be hereafter contracted, while they shall respectively remain 
in office. 

SEC. 572. If any of the trustees shall object to declaring such divi- ~rn~teeii ~ling 
dend, or the payment of the same, and shall at any time before· the time obJectmnsrehoved. 
fixed for the payment thereof file a certificate of their objection in writing Ibid. 
with the secretary of the company and with the recorder of deeds of the 
District, they shall be exempt from the liability prescribed in the pre-
ceding section. 

SEC. 573. If the indebtedness of any company shall at any titne ex- When indebte~-
ceed the amount of its capital stock, the trustees of such company as- f:::t::k?t1:bf1~r~-
senting thereto shall be personally and individually liable for such excess . ' '" - • 
to the creditors of the company. Ibid., p. 10~ •.. 

SEC. 574. The stockholders of any company organized under the pro- Personal Iiabih­
visions of this chapter shall jointly, severally, and individually be liable ty for debt. 
for all debts that may be due and owing to all their laborers, servants, Ibid.,pp.104,105. 
and apprentices, for services performed for such corporation, and shall be 
iudivi<laally liable for all ,lohts of said corporation to the an10unt of thn 
stock of each stockholder. 

SEC. 575. No stockholder shall be personally liable for the payment Limitatfon. 
of any debt contracted by any 1-mch company which is not paid within Ibi<l., p. lOG, 
out' ~:ear from the time tile debt IJecowcs due, uulel:il!! a suit for tlm col-
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lection of such debt shall be brought against the company within one 
year after the debt became due; and no suit shall be brought against 
any stockholder who shall cease to be a stockholder in any such com­
pany, for any debt contracted by the c011:'pany, unless the same shall be 
commenced within two years from the time he shall have ceased to be 
a stockholder, nor until 'an execution against the company shall have 
been returned unsatisfied in whole or in part. 

Executors, &c., SEC. 576. No person holding stock in such company a~ executor, 
not personally lia- administrator, guardian, or trustee, shall be personally snbJect t? any 
ble. liability as stockholder of such company, but the estate and funds m the 

5 May, 1870, c. so, hands of such executor, administrator, guardian, or trustee, shall be 
s. 4, v. 16, p.104. liable in like manner and to the same extent as the testator or intestate, 

or the ward or person interested in such trust-fund would have been if he 
had been living and competent to act and bold the stock in his own name. 

Representation SEC. 577. Every such executor, administrator, guardian, or trustee, 
of stock held by shall represent the stock in bis bands at all meetings of the company, 
executors, &c. and may vote accordingly as a stockholder. 

Ibid. 
Stock held as SEC. 578. No person holding stock in such company as collateral 

collateral. security shall be personally subject to any liability as stockholder of' 
Ibid. such company, but the person pledging such stock shall be considered as 

holding the same, and lhall be liable as a stockholder accordingly; aud 
every person who shall pledge his stock as collateral security may, never­
theless, represent the same at all meetings, and vote as a stockholder. 

Stock-book to be SEC. 579. It shall be the duty of the trustees of every corporation 
kept. formed under this chapter to cause a book to be kept by the treasurer 

Ibid., p.106. or secretary thereof, containing the namp,s of all persons, alphabetically 
arranged, who are or shall within six years bave been stockbolders of 
sucb company, and showing tbeir place of resideuce, the number of 
shares of stock held by them respectively, the t.ime when they hecame 
owners of such shares, and the amount of stock actually paid in. 

To be open to in• SEC. 580. Such book sball, during the usual business-hours of the day 
spection. on every business-day, be open for inspection of stockholders and cre<l­

Ibid. itors of the company, and their personal representatives, at the office 
or principal place of business of such company in the District where its 
business operations shall be located, and any stockholder, creditor, or 
representative shall have a right to make extracts from such books. 

Tr~nsfers not SEC. 581. No transfer of stock shall be valid for any purposes what­
v a~ 1 f unless re- soever, except to render the person to whom it shall be transferred 
core ec • liable for the debts of the company, according to the provisions of tbis 

Ibid. chapter, until it shall have been entered, as required by section five 
bundred and seventy-nine, by an entry showing to and from whom 
transferred. 

Stock-book to be SEC. 582. Such book shall be presumptive evidence of tbe facts tl1erei11 
presumptive o vi- stated in,favor of tbe plaintiff in any suit or proceeding against mwh 
deirne. company, or against any one or more stockholders. 

i~~~lty for neg- SEC. 583. E,,ery ofticE?r or agent of any company who shall neglect to 
Iect of officers. make any proper entry rn such book, or shall refuse or neglect to ex-

Ibid. hihit the same, or to allow the same to be inspected and extracts to be 
taken tberefrom, as herein provided, shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor, and the company shall pay to the party injured a penalty of fifty 
dollars for any such neglect or refusal, and all damages resuit.ingtherefrom. 

Additional pen- SEC. 584. Every company that shall neglect to keep such book open 
aHy of company. for inspection, a_s provided in section five hundred and eighty, shall 

forfeit to the Umted States the sum of fifty dollars for every day it shall 
so neglect, to be sued for and recovered, in the name of the people, in 

Ibid. 

CompanirA m~y 
incn':tSC' or tli1nit1-
i~h capital stock. 

Iuitl., p. 10;;, 

the supreme court of the District, and when so recovered the amount 
shall be pa,id into the treasury of the District, for the use thereof. 

REC. 585. Any existing- corporation heretofore formed in the District 
for auy of the pmposes rneutione<l iu !-lection five lnuulred and tlft,r-tltree, 
or an;y company which may be formed under this chapter, mav i11creas1~ 
or diwiuislt its capital stul'.k, by complyiug with the pt·uvisio·us of tl1i:s 
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chapter, to any amount whi~h may be deemed sufficient and proper for 
the purpose~ of th~ <:0rporat1on, and may also extend its business to other 
mam~fac_t~~mg, mn~mg, or mechanical business, subject to the provisions 
and hab1hties of this chapt~. 
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SEC. 586. _Befort: any corpo_ration shall be entitled to diminish the When not to bo 
amount of its capital stock, 1f the amount of its debts and liabilities diminished. 
shall exceed the amount of ~~i!a_l to which itis prop9sed to be reduced, 5May, 1870,c.80, 
such amount of debts and hab1ht1es shall be satisfied and reduced so as s. 4, v. 16, p 105. 
not to exceed such diminished amount of capital. 

SEC. ?sy. Any existin~ ~ompany here~fore formed may come under Re-organization 
an~ ava1~ itself of the pnvllege_s _and provisions of this chapter by com- of _existing com-
plymg with the followmg prons1ons, and thereupon such company, its _pa_n_i_es_. ___ _ 
officers and stockbol<.lers, shall be subject to all the restrictions duties Ibid. 
and liabilities of this chapter. ' ' 

SEC. &,~. Whenever any company shall desire to call a meeting of Meetingofstock­
th~ stockholders for_ the P?rpose of ~v~ili~g itself of the privileges of holders. 
this chapter, or for rncreasmg or d1mm1sbmg the amount of its capital -Ib_i_d_. ---­
stock, or for ext-ending or changing its business, it shall be the duty of 
the trustees or directors to publish a notice signed by a majority of them 
in a newspaper in the District at least three successive weeks, and to 
deposit a notice thereof in the post-office addressed to each stockholder 
at his usual place of residence, at least three weeks previous to the day 
fixed upon for holding such meeting, specifying the object of the meeting 
and the time and place when and where such meeting shall be held. 

S~c. 589. If, a_t any ti~e and place specified i_n the notice provided Organization of 
for m the precedmg section, stockholders shall appear by proxy or in meeting. 
person, representing not less than two-thirds of all the shares of stock -I-bi-d.---­
of the corporation, they shall organize and proceed to a vot.e of those 
present in person or by proxy. 

SEC. 590. If, on canvassing the votes, it shall appear that a sufficient Proceedings. 
number of votes are in favor of increasing or diminishing the amount of Ibid. 
capital, or extending or changing the business of the company, or for 
availing itself of the privileges and provisions of this chapter, a certifi-
cate of the proceedings, showing a compliance with the provisions of 
this chapter, the amount of capital actually paid in, the business to 
which it is extended or changed, the whole amount of debts and liabili-
ties of the company, and the amount to which the capital stock shall be 
increased or diminished, shall be made out, signed, and verified by the 
affidavit of the chairman, and be countersigned by the secretary. 

SEC. 591. Such certificate shall be acknowledged by the chairman, and When oh an ge 
filed as required by section five hundred and fifty-three, and when so filed shall bo deemed 
the capital stock of such corporation shall be increased or diminished _m_ad_e_. ___ _ 
to the amount specified in the certificate, and the bus~ness extende<~ o_r Ibid. 
changed accordingly; and the _company s~all _ _b~ entitle~ to the privi-
leges and provisioJis and be subJect to the hab1hties of this chapter. 

SEC. 592. A vote of at least two-thirds of all the shares of the stock What vote snffi-
of a company shall be necessary to an i~crease or dimin~tion o_f t,he c_ie_n_~-· ___ _ 
amount of its capital stock, or the extens10n or change of its busmess, Ibid. 
or to enable a company to avail itself of the provisions of this chapter. 

SEC. 593. A copy of any certificat.e of incorporation filed in pursu- Certified copy of 
ance of this chapter, certified by the recorder of de~ds ti? be a true ce~tificate to Loo 
copy and of the whole of such certificate, shall b~ received _m all courts evidenco. 
and places as presumptive legal evidence of the tacts tberem stated. Ibid. 

CLASS 5. 

CEMETERY ASSOCIA'l'IONS. 

SEC 594 When five or more persons sha11 associate themselves ~0 r!11ation of as-, • • . - t· • th socu1,t10n • corpo-
together for the purpose of formmg a cemetery assocm 100 m e rate pow~r. 
District., such persons shall have the power to adopt a corporate name, -----­
am! h.v lhaL uame i-h,111 he lrnuw11 m; a l111tly corporate, ,twl h,v tlml lbhl., 8

• r.,J'l'· 10li, 107. 
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name shall have perpetual succession an~ _ be ~nv_ested with all pmyen~, 
rights, privileges, liabilitiefJ, and immumt1es mmdent to corporat1011s, 
and may hJ:1,ve a common seal, and may alter or change the same at 
their pleasure. 

May a o quire SEC. 595. Such persons, so associated, shall have power to acquire 
land, how. by gift, grant, or purchase an~ lot or l_ots of land not exceedi!ig fifty 

5 May, 1870, c. 80, acres, and lay out the same tor a burial-place for the dead, with con­
e. 5, v.16, pp. 106, venient aisles, and to sell the same for such purpose and for no other 
107. purposes, reserving a sufficient portion thereof for the burial of the 

stranger and indigent. [See § ns1.J 
Survey plat and SEC. 596. They shall cause the land designed as a burial-ground to be 

record. surveyed and platted ; and a plat of the ground, so sur\'~ye~, shall be 
Ibid. reeorded in the office of the recorder of deeds of the Dustnct. Each 

lot shall be duly numbered by the surveyor, and such number shall be 
marked on the plat and recorded. 

General powers SEC. 597 .. Such association shall have power to inclose and ornament 
of ll880Ciation, their burial-ground, to build and erect a hearse-house and keep the same 

Ibid. in proper repair; to purchase a hearse or hearses ; and to do all other 
necessary acts to the end that all the appliances, conveniences, and 
benefit of a public and private cemetery may be obtained. 

Proceeds of sale SEC. 598. The proceeds arising from the sale of lots, after deducting 
of lots. all expenses of' purchasing and laying out the same, shall be applied, 

appropriated, and used in improving and ornamenting the burial-ground, 
or for other purposes named in this chapter. 

Ibid. 

Officers, how SEC. 599. The offi~rs of any such corporation shall be a president, 
oboson. a treasurer, who shall act as secretary, and three diFectors, who shall 

Ibid. 

i'irst election. 

Ibid. 

be severally chosen annually by ballot, and shall bold office until their 
successors are chosen. Any neglect to choose officers on the day fixed 
upon for that purpose shall not operate as a forfeiture of the act of 
incorporation, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

SEC. 600. The first election of officers by the persons associating, 
according to and for the purpose specified in section five hundred and 
ninety-four shall be at the time and place designated and agreed upon 
by a majority of the persons so associating themselves together, and no 
other than such persons shall vote at such election. 

Subeequent oleo- SEC. 601. At each subsequent election of officers of any such corpo­
tion, whomayvoto. ration the owner of a lot in said burial-ground shall be entitled to one 

Ibid. vote in the election of officerR of the corporation, and no more, and 

By-laws. 

Ibid. 

Exemptions. 

Ibid. 

shall, by \'irtue of such membership, be a member of the corporatioll. 
SEO. 602. Each corporation shall have power to establish and change 

by-laws, and prescribe rules and regulations for its go\'ernment and the 
duties of its officers and the management of its property. 

SEC. 603. The property of a,ny such corporation, its grounds, lots, and 
appliaQces, shall be exempt from taxation and shall not be liable to 
sale on execution. 

DED_ICA'.l'ION OF BURIAL-GROUNDS. 

Dodioa ti on. of SEC. 604. Any person desiring to dedicate any lot of land, not 
la n c~ for burial- exceeding five acres, as a burial-place for the interment of the dead, for 
grou~ • the use of any society, association, or neighborhood, may, by deed, duly 

Ibid. executed or recorded, convey such land to the District of Columbia, b_y 
the corporate name of Baid District of Columbia, specifying in such 
deed the society, association, or neighborhood for the use of whicli the 
dedication is desired to be made, and thereby vest the title to such 
land in perpetuity for the uses stated in the deed, and such land shall 
be thereafter exempt from taxes for all purposes whatever. [See§ ns1.J 

Boar<l, 
formed. 

how 

CLASS G. 

IlOARDi:1 IIF 'l'TIADR. 

SEC. 605. Any number of persons, not less than twenty, residing in 
the District, may associate tlwmsclvcs together as a board· of trade, and 
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assembl4: a~ any time and place upon which a majority of tbe members 5_May,1870,c.80, 
so associatmg may agree, and elect a president and one or more vice- 8• 6, v. 16, PP• 107, 
presidents, as tbe:y may si:'e fit, and adopt a name, constitution, and bs- 108• 
laws, such as they may agree upon. 

~E_c. _606. Such I?ersons shall thereupon become a body corporate and Co_rporato pow­
poht 1c m fact and m name, by the name and style, or title, which they ers. 
may have adopted, a11d by that name shall have succession shall be ------

bl · l , Ibid., p. 108. capa e m aw to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and 
be answered unto, defend and be defended, in all courts of law and 
equity, and they and their successors shall have a common seal, and 
may alter and change the same at their discretion. 

SEC. 607. Such corporation, by the name and style which shall be May ~ol~ real 
adopted, shall be capable in law of purchasing, holding, and conveying estate; hmit. 
any estate, real or personal, for the use of the corporation not exceeding Ibid. 
in quantity one city, town, or village lot and building in the District. 

SEC. 608. The president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer shall Board of direct-
be ex-officio members.of the board of directors, and, together with the _ors_. ____ _ 
directors elected, shall manage the business of the corporation. Ibid. 

SEC. 609. All officers shall be elected by a plurality of votes given at Election of offi-
any election, and a general election of officers shall be held at least _ce_rs_. ____ _ 
once in each year; but in case of any accidental failure or neglect to Ibid. 
bold such general election, the corporation shall not thereby lapse or ter-
minate, but shall continue and exist, and the old officers shall hold over 
until the next general election of officers provided for in the constitution 
adopted. 

SEC. 610. The officers shall hold their offices for the time which shall Tenure of office. 
be prescribed in the constitution adopted by the corporation, and until Ibid. 
others shall be elected and qualified as prescribed by such constitution. 

SEC. 611. Such corporation shall have the right to admit as members Rules and rogn­
sucb persons as they may see fit, and expel any members as they .may Iations. 
see fit; and in all cases a majority of the members present at any stated Ibid. 
meetings shall have t-he right to pass, and also the right to repeal, any 
by-laws of the corporation; and in all cases· the constitution and by-laws 
adopted by the corporation shall be binding upon and control the same 
until altered, changed, or abrogated in the manner that may be pre­
scribed in such constitution. 

------

SEC. 612. Such corporation may inflict fines upon any of its members, Fines. 
and collect the same, for breach of the provisions of the constitution or -I-bi_d_. ---­
by-laws; bot no fine shall in any case exceed twenty-five dollars. Such 
fines may be collected by action of debt, brought in the name of the cor-
poration, before any justice of the peace, against the person upon whom 
the fine shall have been imposed. 

SEC. 613. The award of any general committee of reference appointed Arbitration. 
by said corporation upon any matter of difference, submitted to such Ibid. 
committee for arbitration in writing, with or without Beal, by any mem-
ber of the corporation or by any other person, shall have the same force 
and effect as if the same had been submitted tot.be arbitration of' the 
members of said committee of reference, by their individual names by 
deed of submission. 

SEC. 614. Any such award may be filed and made a rule of court, and _A_w_a_m_. __ _ 
judgment entered theron and execution issued in the same manner and Ibid. 
under the same rules and regulations that other awards may be entered, 
under and by virtue of the laws in force in the District. 

SEC. 615. No submission or arbitration bond shall be required to be Snbmi91!io11-boncl 
filerl with such awards; but four days' notice of the filing of such award ~.ot reqmred; no-
shall be myen to the opposite party of the party filing the award. :.:.1c:.:.e_. ____ _ 

0
• lbul. 

SEC. GIG. A committee of reference, when sitting as arbitrators, shall 
han~ t.hc right to issue Rnbpomas and compel the at,tmulance of wit.ncsi-;es 
by attachment, the same as justices of the peace. 

SEC. 017. Sncb corporatiou sltall lmvo no power or authority to clo or 

Power of com­
mit.ten of rnfer21wn 
to issue snbpceuas. 

Ibid. 
Restriction upon 
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carrying on busi- carry on any business excepting such as i8 usual in management and 
ncss. eonduct of boards of trade or chambers of commerce, and as provided 

5 May, 1870, c. so, for in the preceding sections. of this chapter. 
B. G, v. lG, p.108. 

CLASS 7. 

RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

Iwilroad com- SEC. 618. Any number of persons, not less than seven, being subscrib­
ranics; how form- ers to the stock of any contemplated railroad 1 may be formed into a cor­
ed. poration for the purpose of constructing, owning, and maintaining such 

Ibid., secs. 7, 8, railroad by complying with the following requirements, namely: 
p. l09. First. 'whenever stock to the amount of at least fifty thousand dollars 

shall have been subscribed, and five per cent. upon such subscription 
shall actuallv have been paid in, the subscribers to such stock shall elect 
directors for the company from among their own number, and shall sev­
erally subscribe articles of association in which shall be set forth-

First. The name of the corporation; 
Second. The amount of the capital stock of the company; 
Third. The number of shares of which said stock shall consist; 
Fourth. The number of directors t-0 manage the affairs of the com-

pany, and their names; 
Fifth.· The point or place from which the proposed railroad is to be 

constructed, and its length, as near as may be. 
Second. Each subscriber to such articles of association shall state his 

place of residence, and the number of shares taken by him in such com­
pany. 

Third. The articles of association shall be filed in the clerk's office of 
the recorder of deeds of the District, and be recorded in a book kept for 
that purpose. 

Corporate pow- SEC. 619. Upon filing the articles of association in accordance with 
era. ______ the provisions of the preceding section, the persons who i,hall have sub-

Ibid.,e.8. scribed the same, and all pi:rsons who shall from time to time become 
stockholders in such company, and their successors, shall be a body 
politic and corporate, in perpetuity, by the name stated in such articles 
of association, and shall be capable of suing and being sued, and may 
have a common seal, and may make and alter the same at pleasure, and 
shall be capable in law of purchasing, holding, and conveying any real 
or personal property whatever neces11ary for the construction of such 
road, and for the erection of all necessary buildings and yards and ap­
purtenances for the use of the same. 

~crtifiecl copy_ of SEO. 620. A copy of any articles of association filed in pnrsuance of 
a~t,clcs of assocm- section six hundred and eighteen and certified to be a copy by the re-
t ion to bo prima- , • 11 • I ' , • • fade cviclcnc<'. corder of deeds, sha , m al courts and places, be pdma-fame ev1dence 
--· 11,;d. of the incorporation of such company and of the facts stated therein. 

Subscription- SEC. 621. The directors named in section six hundred and eighteen, 
books to bu opened. shall open books for subscription to the capital stock of the company 

foicl., s. 9, p. 109. at such times and in such places as a majority of them may direct, 
thirty days' notice of which shall be/given by publication in some daily 
paper published in the District-. 

All O t m 6 n t of SEC. 622. In case a greater amount of stock Rh all be subscribed than 
stock. the whole capital stock required by the company, the directors shall 

Ibid. di11tribute the capital stock so subscribed a~ equally aR possible among 
the subscribers; but no share shall be divided in making such distribu­
tion, nor shall a greater number of shares be allotted to any one sub­
scriber than subscribed for by him. 

Stockhdders' an- SEC. G::!3. There shall be an annual meeting of the stockholders at the 
uual meeting. office of the company for the election of directors to serve for the ensu-

Ihi,J., R. to, p. J09. ing year, notice of which shall be given by the directors chosen as pro­
vided in section six hundred and eight('cn; for tho fin,t annual election, 
and afterward by their successors in office, which notice i,hall be pub­
fo;Ju,tl not l<•ss th:111 t w1•1Jly tlays previous thereto, in a 11cwspnper p11b­
h,-sltP1l in tlil' t"i1_y ol' \\'ashiugtuu. 
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. SEC. 624. T~ree judges of election shall be chosen by the board of Duties of judges 
directors pre~ous to any such_ annual meeting, who shall be stockhold- ofelectiou. 
ers, bu~ not directors, at the hme of the election, whose duty it shall be 5 May, 1870, c. 80, 
to recerrn the votes of the stockholders at such election for directors, s. 10, v. Hi, p.109. 
and to openly count the votes and declare the result. 

SEC. 62~. The judges of elect_ion shall furnish the directors elected at Theircertificate· 
such meetmg of stockholders with a certificate of their election which its authorit,y. ' 
certificate shall be evidence of their authority to act as such di~ectors. Il>id., pp.109, 110. 

SEC. 626. There shall be not less than seven nor more than thirteen Directors; num­
directors. No person shall be a director unless he 8hall be a stockholder ber, qualifications, 
and qualified to vote for directors at the election at which be shall be and term of office. 
chosen. The directors shall hold their offices one year, and until others Ibid., p. 110. 
are elected and qualified. 

SEC. 6.27. Directors shall be chosen at the annual meet.ing of stock- How chosen. 
holders by ballot, and by a majority of the votes of the stockholders Ibid. 
present, in person or by proxy; and every such stockholder being so 
present at any election of directors, shall be entitled to give one vote 
for every share of stock which he may have owned for ten clays next 
preceding such election; but no stockholder shall vote at any such eltlc-
tion upon any stock except such as he shall have owned for ten days. 

SEC. 628. In case it shall happen at any time that an election of direct- . Non-election of 
ors shall not be made on tl1e clay designatecl by the by-laws of the company direct~rs; h O w 
when it ought to have been made, the company for that reason shall not remedied. 
be dissolved if within ninety days thereafter they shall hold an election Ibid.,s.13,p. 110. 
for directors in such manner as the by-laws of the company shall provide. 

SEC. 629. Meetings of the stockholders may be called at any time S~ockho!ders' 
during the interval between the annual meetings by the directors, or by ~pecia~

1
~eetmgs; 

the stockholders owning not less than one-fourth of the stock, by giving ow c • 
thirty days' public notice of the time and place of the meeting. Il>id., s. 11, p. no. 

SEC. 630. When any such meeting is called by the stockholders, the . Proceedings; ad­
particular object of the meeting shaJl be stated in the notice, and, if at Journment. 
any meeting thus called a majority in value of the stockholders are not Ibid. 
represented in person or by proxy, such ·meeting shall be adjourned 
from day to day, not exceeding three days, without transacting any 
business, and if within such three days stocl~holders having a majority 
of the stock <lo not attend, the meeting shall be dissolved. 

SEC. 631. The directors shall have power to make by-laws for the By-laws. 
management and disposition of stock, property, and ba&i.ness affairs of Ibid. s. 15, PP· 
such company, and prescribing the duties of the officers, artificers, and 110, ni. 
servants that may be employed, and for the appointment of all the offi-
cers for carrying on all the business within the object and purposes of 
the company. 

SEC. 632. There shall be a president of the company, who shaJl be Offic1.1n1; how 
chosen by and from the clirectors, and also such subordinate officers as _c_lio_sc_·n_. ___ _ 
the company by-laws may designate, who may be elected or appointed, Ibid., s.13, p. 110. 
and required to give such security for the faithful performance of the 
duties of their offices as the company by its by-laws may require; hut 
nothing containecl in this section shall be so construed as to prevent the 
stockholders from removing a presiclent in the manner prescribed in the 
following section. 

SEC. 633. At all general meetings of the stockholders of any such . Removal of prcs-
company, a majority in value of such sto~khol~ers may remov~ any 1_d_en_t_. ___ _ 
president or any director, and elect others 1!1 their stea~; bu_t notic_e of Ibid., 8.12. 
such intencled removal shall have been gwen as reqmred m sections 
six hundred and twenty-three and six hundred and twenty-eight. 

SEC. 634. A.t each regular meeting of the stockholders of any such Aunu:iI stat o • 
corporation it shall be the duty of the presiclent and directors, in office mcnt of affmr8

• 

for the preceding year, to exhibit a clear ancl diRtinct Rtatement of the Ihi,l. 
affain; of the company. . . 

Si,;c. fi3fi. At any meeting of tho stockholders a, maJor1t.y of tlioso May 1, .. calle,l 
J)rcseut, in person or by proxy, may require Rimi Jar statcmm_1ts from the ~r :t~ u~y~ui_:_••trng: 
dirccton;, whose duty it i,;hall he tu fumish the111 wlteu rcq111red. IIJid. 
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Stock, personal SEC. 636. The stock of such company shall be deemed personal estate, 
estate; how trans- and shall be transferable only on the books of the company; but no 
ferred. shares shall be transferable until all previous calls thereon shall have 
s. ~f,1~~·iJ;'7?i~i~o, been fully paid, or the shares shall have been forfeited for the non-pay-

P ment of calls thereon. 
Subscriptions to SEC. 637. It, shall be lawful for the directors to call in and demand 

~tock; how called from the stockholders, respectively, any sums of money by them sub­
m. scribed, in such payments or installments as the directors shall deem 

Ibid., s. 14, p. 110. proper, under the penalty of forfeiting the shares of stock subscribed 
for, and all previous payments made thereon, if payment shall not be 
made by the stockholder within thirty days after personal demand or 
notice requiring such payment; but subscriptions shall not be required 
to be paid except in equal installments of not more than ten per centum 
per month. 

cert i fl cate of SEC. 638. The president and a majority of the directors, within thirty 
amount _of capital days after the payment of the last ini,billment of the capital stock as 
stock paid up. fixed and limited by the company, shall make a certificate stating the 

Ibid., s.17. amount of capital stock so fixed and paid in, which certificate shall be 
signed by the president and a majority of the directors, and sworn to 
by the president and secretary ; and they shall, within the said thirty 
days, file and record the same in the office of the recorder of deeds of 
the District. 

Increase of capi- SEC. 639. The capital stock of such companies may be increased from 
tal stock. time to time, if necessary, iu the manner provided in the following 

lbid .. s.7,p.109. section, to a sum equal to the cost of constructing the road, together 
• with the right of way and motive-power, and all the appurtenances and 

expenses necessary for the complete running of the road. 
Increase; how SEC. 640. Such increase may be made only by filing in the office of 

made. the recorder of deeds a certificate stating the amount of the desired 
Ibid., s. 36, p.115. increase, and the.reasons or necessity for the same, signed by the presi­

dent and a majority of the directors, and attested by the secretary and 
seal of such company. 

Limit to the SEC. 641. In no case shall the capital stock of any such company be 
arnonotofincrease. increased to a greater amount than the actual cost of building and 

Ibid. equipping the road. 
Suits for inst11;ll- SEC. 642. It shall be lawful for all companies formed and incorporated 

n_iei:ts of subscnp- under the provisions of this chapter to sue for and collect any iustall­
tion. ment or subscription to stock due to said companies in like manner as 

Ibid., s. 38, p. 116, other debts are now collected . 
. G~'!eraI powers, SEC. 643. Every such corporation shall possess the general powers 

lm~ 1l!hes, and re- and be subject to the liabilities and restrictions in the special powers 
st,ri_ct1ons of corpo- '"ollow·ng th t • t .. rntwn. 1 ' I , a IS o Ba.) • 

Ibid., H. UI, pp. 111, 112. 
Surveys and en- First. To cause such examination and survey for the proposed railroad 

try. to be made as may be necessary to the selection of the most advanta-
geous 1·oute for the railroad ; and for such purpose, by their officers, 
agents, and servants, to enter upon the lands or waters of any per­

Responsibility. son, but subject to responsibility for~all damages which they shall do 
thereto. 

nai~~~~8 0nd do- Second. To receive, bold, and take such voluntary grants and dona­
tions of real estate, and other personal property, as shall be made to it, 
to aid in the construction, maintenance, and accommodation of such 

How to be used. railroad; bot the real estate thus received by voluntary grants shall be 
held and used for the purposes of such grants only. 

Purchase, &c.,of Third. To purchase, and by voluntary grants and donations receive 
real- cst ate. and take, and by its officers, engineers, and surveyors and agents, enter 

upon, and take possession of, and bold and use all such lauds and real 
estate and otl1er property as may be necessary for the construction aml 
maintenance of its railroad and stations, depots, and other accommo­
dations necessary to accomplish the ob.J'ects for which the corporation was Compensation. Cl'eatetl; but not until the compensation to be made therefor, as agreed 
upon hy the partiei,;, or m1ce1tai11ed as pre:scribed in thit:1 chapter, 1:,hall 
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have ~n paid to the owner or owners theTeof, or deposited as herein­
after d~rected, unless the consent of such owner be given to enter into 
possess10n. 
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Fourth. To Jay out its road, not exceeding six rods wide, and to con- Laying ont and 
struct _the same; and for the purpose of cuttings, embankments, and constructing road. 
procurmg stone and gravel, may take as much more land within the Taking materi­
limits of its charter, in the m~nner hereafter provided, as may be neces- a.ls. 
sary for the proper construction and securitv of the road. 

Fifth. To construct its road upon any street, or across any stream of Restoration of 
water,_ water-course, road, highway, railroad, or canal, so as not to inter- roads over streets, 
fere ~Ith the free use of the same, which the route of its road shall inter- water-courses, &c. 
sect, m ~uch manner as to afford security for life and property, but the . 
corporation shall restore the stream or water-course road or highway Constrnchon of 
th • t •~-" t ·t fi • • ' ' water-courses and , us m e~c~, o. 1 s _ormer state, or 1~ 8:. suffic!ent man~er not to have highways. 
unnecessarily 1mpa1red its usefulness or mJured its franchises. 

Sixth. To cross, intersect, join, and unite with any other railroad Intersectingwith 
before constructed on any point on its route, and npon the grounds of 0th er roads. 
sn~h other railroad company, with the necessar~- turn-outs, sidings, 
switches, and other conveniences, in furtherance of the objects of its con-
nections; and every company whose railroad is or shall be hereafter 
intersected by any new railroad, shall unite with the owners of such new Roads.to unite. 
railroad in forming such intersections and connections, and grant the 
facililtes aforesaid ; and if the two corporations cannot agree upon the 
amount of compensation to be made therefor, or the points or manner 00~:t~~:,:ev::~ 
of such croE=sings aBd connections, the same shall be ascertained or not agree. 
determined by commissioners, to be appointed as is pr9vided in this 
chapter in respect to taking of lands ; but this section is not to affect 
the rights or franchises heretofore granted. 

Seventh. To purchase lands necessary for the use of the road or take 
them ; and may change the line of its road whenever a majority of the 
directors shall so determine, as provided in this chapter; but no such Change ofroate. 
change shall vary the general route of the road. 

Eighth. To take, transport, carry, and convey persons and property Motive-power. 
on its railroad by the force or power of steam, of animals, or any mechan-
ical power, or by any combination of them, and to receive compensation 
therefor. 

Ninth. To erect and maintain all necessary and convenient buildings, Buildings, st a -
stations, depots, and fixtures, and machinery for the accommodation and tions, &o. 
use of its passengers, freight, and busine.ss, and obtain and hold the 
lands therefor. 

Tenth. To regulate the time and manner in which passengers and Fares and _freights. 
property shall be transported, and the tolls and compensation to be paid 
therefor. 

SEO. 644. Every such company, before constructing a part of its road, Map and profile 
shall make a map and profile of the route intended to be adopted, which of road. 
shall be certified by a majority of the directors, and filed in the office of _5_M_a-y,-187-0-, -c. 
the recorder of deeds of the District, for the inspection and examination so, s. 18, v. 16, p. 
of all parties interested. 111. 

SEo. 645. If at any time after the location of the track of such road, Alteration ofline. 
in whole or in part, and the filing of the map thereof, it shall appear to Ib"d 26 11• 
the directors of the company that the line thereof may be improved, 1 

.,s. ,p. .. 
such directors may, from time to time, alter the line, and cause a new 
map to be filed in the recorder's office, and may thereupon take posses-
sion of the lands embraced in such new lQCation that may be required 
for the construction and maintenance of the road on such new line, 
either by agreement with the owner or by such proceedings as are 
authorized under the provisions of this chapter, ancl use the same in 
place of the line for which the new is substi_tuted. 

SEO. 646. Whenever the track of such railroad shall cross a road or Tracks crossing 
highway such road or h!ghway ma1 be carried under or over the track, highways. 
as may be most expedient; and mall cases where an embankment lbid.,s.27,p.114. 
or cutting shall make a change in the line of .such road or highwa_y 
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desirable, with a view to a more easy ascent or descent, the company 
may take additional lands for the constr~c~ion of such.road or highway, 
or such new line as may be deemed reqms1te by tlrn directors. 

Compensation SEC. 647. Unless the lands so taken shall be purchased or voluntarily 
for land. given for the purposes menti?ned _in the preceding s~ctio~, co~peusa-

5 May, 1870, c. so, tion therefor shall be ascertamed m the manner provided m . this chap-
s. 27, v. 16, p.114. ter as nearly as may be, and duly made by such corporation to the 

owners and persons interested in such lands, and the same, when so 
taken and compensation made, to become part of such intersecting road 
or highway, in such manner and by such terms as the adjacent parts of 
such highway may be held for highway purposes. . . 

Right to acquire SEC. 648. In case any company formed under tlns chapter 1s unable 
title to lands. to agree for the purchase of any real estate required for the construction 

Ibid.,s.21,p. 112. of the track, turn-outs, and water-stations, it shall have the right to 
acquire the title to the same in the manner and by the special proceed­
ings prescribed in this chapter. 

Appropriation of SEC. 649. Such company is authorized to enter upon any land for the 
lands. purpose of examining and surveying its railroad-line, and may appro-

Ibid., s. 21 pp. priate so much thereof as may be deemed necessary for its railroad, 
112, 113. ' including necessary side tracks and water-stations, materials for con­

structing, except timber, a right of way over adjacent lands sufficient 
to enable such company to construct and repair its road, and a right to 
conduct water by aqueducts, and the right of making proper drains. 

Description to_be SEC. 650. The corporation shall forthwith deposit with the clerk of !1!fk
0;/ !o~t wi

th the supreme court of the District a description of the rights and inter­
_____ • - ests intended to be appropriated, and such land, rights, aud interests 
Ibid. shall belong to such company, to use for the purpose specified, by 

making or tendering payment as hereinafter provided. 
Purchaseoflands SEO. 651. The corporation may, by its directors, purchase any such 

!~~r%a~~ ner or lan_ds, materials, ri_ght of way, or inter~st of the ow!1er of such l~nds; 
------ or m case the same 1s owned by a person msane, or an mfant, at a price to 

Ibid. be agreed upon by the regularly-constituted guardian or parent of said 
insane person or infant, if the same shall be appraised by the court, and 
on such agreement and approval, the owner, guardian, or parent, as the 
case may be, shall convey the premises, so purchased, in fee-simple or 
otherwise, as the parties may agree, to such railroad company ; and 
the deed, when made, shall be deemed valid in law. 

Proceedings _in SEC. 652. If the corporation shall not agree with the owner of the i:es of appropna- land, or with his guardian if the owner is incapable of contracting, 
n._ touching the damages sustained by such appropriation, the corporation 

Ibid. shall deliver to such owner or guardian a copy of the instrument of 
appropriation. 

Notice by adver- SEC. 653. If the owner, or his guardian in case such owner is incapa-
tisement, when. ble of contracting, be unkuown, the corporation shall publish in some 

Ibid. newspaper in the District, to be designated by the court, for the term 
of six weeks, an advertisement reciting the substance of such instru­
ment of appropriation. 

Appointment of SEC. 654. Upon fixing such act of appropriation and delivering such 
appraisers. copy, or making such publication, the supreme court for the District, 

Ibid. upon the application of either party, shall appoint by warrant three 
disinterested freeholders of the neighborhood on which the land lies, to 
apprais~ t~e damages which the owner of the land may sustain by such 
appropriation. 

d Assessment of SEC. 655. The appraisers shall be duly sworn, and they shall consider 
amages. the injury which such owner may sustain by reason of such railroad, 
Ibid. and shall forthwith return their assessment of damages to the clerk 

of the court,, setting forth the value of the property taken, or injury 
done to the property, which they assess to the owner, or owners sepa• 
rately, to be by him filed and recorded. 

Payment or ten- SEC. 656. The corporation shall pay to said clerk the amount thus 
der. assessed, or tender the same to tlie party in whose t'lwor the damages 

Ibitl. are awarded or assesse1l, and on ma.king payment or tender thereof, in 
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the mann~r herein ~quired, it shall be lawful for such corporation to 
bold the mterests m such lands or materials on said roadway within 
fifty feet on each side of the center of such roadway for the uses afore-
said. ' 
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SEC. _657. The cost of t~e award shall be paid by such company; and Cost of award. 
on notice by any party mterested and showing said proceedings, the 5 Ma , 1870 c.. 
court ~ay order the payment thereof and en1orce such payment by 80, s. 2l, v. rn, 'PP· 
execut10n. 112, 113. 
. SE~. 658. The a war<~ of the arbitrators may be reviewed by the court, Review on appeal. 
m which such proceedm~s may be had, on written exceptions filed by lb'd 
either party, in the clerk's office, within ten days after the filing of such 1 

• 

award, a°:<l the court ~hall take such ?rder therein as right and justice 
may reqmre, by ordermg a new appr~1sement, on good cause shown. 

SEC. 659. Notwithstanding such appeal, the company may take pos- Company may 
sessi~n of the property described as aforesaid, and the subsequent pro- take possession, 
ceedmgs on the appeal shall only affect the amount of compensation to _w_h_en_. ___ _ 
be allowed, if prior to the assessment the corporation shall tender to Ibid. 
such owner or guardian, and in case of refusal to receive the same shall 
pay into court, if he be unable to contract, an amount equal to the 
award afterward made, exclusive of costs. 

SEC. 660. The costs of arbitration shall be paid eqnalJy by such com- Costs of arbitra-
pany and such owner or guardian. tion. 

---,,I"bi,-_,d-. ----

SEC. 661. If there are any adverse or conflicting claimants to the Money to be paid 
money, or any part of it, to be paid as compensation for the real estate into court; when. 
taken, the court may direct the money to be paid into court by the com- Ibid., s. 22, p.113. 
pany until it can determine who is entitled to the same, and shall direct 
to whom the same shall be paid, and may, in its discretion, order a ref-
erence to ascertain the facts in which such determination and order are 
to be made. 

SEC. 662. The court shall appoint some competent attorney to appear Court to protect 
for and protect the rights of any party in inttirest who is unknown, or ~ights of parties in 
whose residence is unknown, and who has not appeared in the proceed- mterest,&c. 
ings by an attorney or agent; the court shall also have power, at any Ibid.,s.23. 
time, to amend any defect or informality in any of tte special proceed-
ings authorized by this chapter as may be necessary, or to cause new 
parties to be added, and to direct such further notice to be given to 
any party in interest as it deems proper, and also to appoint other com-
missioners in the place of any who shall clie, or refuse, or neglect, or 
are unable to sen-e, or who may leave or be absent from the District. 

SEC. 663. At any time after an attempt to acquire title by appraisal Defective title; 
of damages, or otherwise, if it shall be found that the title thereby ~0~ may be per-
attempted to be acquired is defective, the company may proceed anew _e_c_. ___ _ 
to acquire or perfect the same in the same manner as if no appraisal Ibid., s. 24. 
had been made; and at any stage of such new proceedings the court 
may authorize the corporation, if in posses8ion, to continue in posses-
sion, to take possession of, and use such real estate during the pen-
dency and until the final conclusion of such new proceedings, and may 
stay all actions and proceedings against the company, or any officer or 
agent or workmen of such co~pany, on account thereof, o~ such com-
pany paying into court a suffiment sum, as the ~ourt may ~hrect; to pay 
the compensation therefor, when finally ascertamed; and m every such 
case the party interested in real estate m~y conduct the pro(',eedings to 
a conclusion, if the company delays or omits to prosecute the same. 

SEC. 664. Such company may, from time to time, borrow such sums Power to bo~w 
of money as they may deem necessary for completing or operating their mb ondey. aadt . 1t~ne 

d d . t· 1. • b d fi t b on s, res nc 10n. railroad and issue an 1spose o tueir on s or any amoun s so or-
rowed t'or such sums and at suGh rates of interest as may be agreed Ibid., e. 25, p.114. 
upon, 'and mortgage their corporate property and franchises t~ secure 
the payment of any debt contracted by the company; and the cl1rectors 
of the company may confer ou any hol~er _of any bond i~sued for m~ney 
so borrowed the right to convert the prmc1pal due or owmg thereon mto 
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stock of the company, at any time not exceeding fifteen years from the 
date of such bond, under such regulations as the _company may adopt; 
and the company may sell their bonds whenever they may deem proper, 
and such sales shall be as valid as if such bonds should be sold at par 
value. But such corporation shall not have power to issue any bonds 
or to execute any mortgages upon its property or franchises until at 
least one-balf of the capital stock shall have been fully paid. 

Annual report. SEC. 665. Every such corporation shall make an annual report to the 
5 M 1870 clerk of the supreme court of the District of the operations of the year 

so, s. t?,•v. 16, 'p;: ending on the first day of Ja~uary, wh_ich report shall be ".erified by the 
114, 115. oath of the treasurer and actmg supermtendent of operat10ns, and flied 

in his office by the tenth day of January of each year, and shall state-
First. The capital stock and the amount actually paid in. 
Second. The amount expended for the purchase of lands, for the con­

struction of the road, for buildings, and for engines and cars respect­
ively. 

Third. The amount and nature of its indebtedness, and the amounts 
due the corporation. 

Fourth. The amount received for the transportation of passengers, of 
property, of mails, and from other sources. 

Fifth. The amount of freight, specifying the quantity, in tons, of the 
products of the forest, of animals, of vegetables, food, other agricultural 
products, manufactures, merchandise, and other articles. 

Sixth. The amount paid for repairs, engines, cars, buildings, and sal­
aries. 

Seventh. The number and amount of dividends, and when paid. 
Eighth. The number of engine-houses and shops, of engines and cars, 

and their character. 
Carrying the SEC. 666. Any such corporation shall, when applied to by the Post-

mails. master-General, convey the mails of the United States on their road; 
Ibid,, s. 30. and in case such corporation shall not agree to the rates of transporta­

tion thereof, and as to time, rate of speed, manner, and condition of car-
rying the same, the said supreme court may appoint three commissioners, 
who shall fix and determine the same. 

Making up SEC. 667: In forming a passenger train, baggage, or freight, or mer-
traius. chandise, or lumber cars shall not be placed in rear of passenger cars; 

Ibid., s. 34. and if any of them shall be so placed, and any accident shall happen to 
life or limb, the officer or agent who so directed or knowingly suffered 
such arrangement, and the conductor or engineer of the train, shall each 
and all be held guilty of intentionally causing the injury, and be pun­
ished accordingly. 

Accommodation SEC. 668. Every such corporation shall start and run their cars for 
of the public. the transportation of persons or property at regular times, to be fixed 

Ibid., s. 32. by public notice, and shall furnish sufficieut accommodation for the 
transportation of all such passengers and property as shall within area-
sonable time previous thereto offer, or be offered, for transportation at 
the place of starting, and the junction of other railroads, and at sid­
ing and stopping places established for recei\"ing and discharging way 
passengers and freight, and shall take, transport, and discharge such 
passengers aud property at, from, and to such places, on the due pay­
ment of tolls, freight, or fare therefor. 

Penalty for re- SEC. 669. In case of the refusal by such corporation or their agents to 
fusal. take and transport any passenger or property, as provided in the }>re­

Ibid., s. 33. ceding section, or to deliver the same at the regularly appointed place, 
such corporation shall pay to the party aggrieved all damages which 
shall be sustained thereby, with costs of suit. 

Passenger refus- SEC. 670. If any passenger shall refuse to pay bis fare or toll, the con-
ing to pay fare. d f I . uctor o t 1e tram may put him out of the cars at. any usual stopping-

Ibid., s. 31. place. 
Employ6s to SEC. 671. Every conductor, baggage-master, engineer, brakeman, or 

_w_c,_·u_· b_a_d_g_e. __ other employe of any such railroad corporation, employed on a passen­
ger-train, or at stations for passengers, shall wear upon his hat or cap a Ibid., s. 28. 
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badge which shall indicate his office, and tho initial letters of the style 
of the eorporation by which he is employed. 

SEC. 6J2. No colle<:tor or conductor without such badge shall demand, Not to exercise 
or bo entitled to receive, from any passenger any fare toll or ticket or authority without 
exercise an:r of the powers of his office ; and no other' of s~id office~ or badge. 
employes without such badge shall ham any authority to meddle or _5_M_a-y,-1-87-0-,c-.-so-, 
interfere with any passenger or property. s. 28, v.16, p.114. 

SEc •. 673. No railroad shall be built under the provisions of this chap- Route and termi­
ter until the route and termini of such road shall have been approved ni of road to be ap­
and sanctioned by Congress. proved by Con -

gress. 
Il>id., s. 36. 

SEC. 674. Congress may make all needful rules and regulations for Regulation by 
the operation and management of such railroads, and may regulate the Congress ofd man-

+nn f f: d f • ht II h ad agement an rates ra""'° o are an reig upon a sue ro s. of fare and freight. 

Ibid., pp. 115,116. 
SEC. 675. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be so construed as Construction of 

to authorize any corporation organized under the same to construct or chapter. 
own any railroad outside of the District of Columbia, nor to limit the -Ib_i_d-.,-SB.-36-, 38-. -
right of the District authorities to regulate the running of'trains, or to 
establish the grade upon which such roads shall be built within the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown. • 

• SEC. 676. Congress may, st any time, alter, amend, or repeal this Repeal by Con­
chapter, saving and preserving all rights which may become vested gress. 
under the same, and may amend or repeal any incorporation formed or -I-bi-.d-.,-s.-'Sl-. -­
created under this chapter; but any such amendment or repeal shall 
not, nor shall the dissolution of any company formed und~r this chap-
ter, take away or impair any remedy given against any such corpora-
tion, its stockholders, or officers, for any liability which shall have 
been previously incurred. 

CHAPTER NINETEEN. 

LAIDLORD AliD TElfilT. 
Sec. 
677. Power of personal eeiznre abolished. 
678. Landloril to have tacit lien. 
679. How tacit lien may be enforced. 
680. Tenancy at will and by sufferance. 
681. How determined. 
682. Provisions not applicable to prior 

contracts. 
683. Attornment. 
684. In case of forcible entry or detainer; 

complaint and snmmona. 

Sec. 
685. Service of summons. 
686. Trial and judgment. 
087. When defendant pleads title; pro­

ceedings. 
688. Appeals, and how tried. 
689. Appeal by defendant ; additional 

bond. 
690. If jury find for complainant, dam­

ages. 
691. Fees of justice and officer. 

SEO. 677. Tbe power claimed and exercised as of common right by Po'!erofperson­
every landlord, of seizing, by his own authority, the personal chattels ~ seizure a bol-
of his tenant for rent arrear, is abolished. _1s_hed_. ___ _ 

22-Feb., 1867, c. 64, s. 12, v. 14, p. 404. 
SEC. 678. The landlord shall have a tacit lien upon such of the tenant's ~an~lordto have 

personal chattels, on the premises, as are subject to execution for debt, tacit. hen. 
to commence with the tenancy and continue for three months after Ibid. 
the rent is due and until the termination of any action for such rent Webb 178. Sharp, 
b ht "th· 'th "d th tbs 13 Wall., 14; Fow-roug WI m e saI ree mon • ler 178. Rapley, 15 

Wall., 328; White"'· Freedman's Bank, Wash. Law Rep., No. 47, p. 317. 
SEC. 679. This lien may be enforced: How tacit lieu 
First. By attachment, to be issued upon affidav!t that the rent is due may be enforced. 

and unpaid; or, if not due, that the defendant IS about to remove or 22 Feb.,1867, c.64, 
sell all or some part of said chattels; or, . . 8• 12, v. 14, P· 404, 

Second. By judgment against tho tenant and execution, to be levied 
RS II-0 


	Ch-18 General Incorporation



