
TITLE 1x.-POST-O:FFICE. DEPARTMENT. 

TITLE IX. 

THE POST-OFFICE DF:PARTl\1:ENT. 

Sec. I Se~. 
388. Establishment of the Post-Offiee De- ; 404. 

partment. 405. 
389. Assistant Postmasters-General. 
390. A~istant Attorney-General for Post- 406. 

Office Departmei1t. 
391. Oath of office. 40i. 
392. Oath, before whom taken. 
393. Clerks and employes. 408. 
394. Superintendent of (re(> delin:rv. 
395. Seal. • 400. 
396. Duties of Postmaster-General. 
39i. Property in eharge of the Depart- 4IO. 

ment. 
398. Postal arrangements with foreign 411. 

countries. 
399. Publication of postal conventions. 412. 
400. Blank-agenc, at Washington. 
401. Foreign ciead-ietters. 413. 
402. Date of orders, entries, contracts,&,·., 414. 

to he indorse<I. 
403. Form of bonds arnl contract~. 

Copies of e,-ontracts for carrying mail. 
Ordena and regulations affectinl? ac• 

count~. - • 
Warrant of Postmaster-General, on 

quarterly statement of Auditor. 
Postal revenues and collertions to be 

paid into the Treasun·. 
Deposits, how brought lnto the Treas

urv. 
Investigating and remitting fines, 

penalties, and forfeitures. 
DiRrharge of judgment debtors from 

imprisonment. 
Subsequent execution 011 same judg

ment. 
Restriction upon ernploves being in

terested in contracts. • 
Reports of Postmaster-General. 
Copy of estimates to he fnrnishe,I to 

&>cretary of Treasury. 

65 

SEC. 388. There shall be at the :,;eat of Government an Executive Establishmentof 
Department to be known asthe Post-Office Department, and a Postma<;ter- th e Post-Office De
General. who shall he the head thereof, and who :;hall he appointed b_v ~~~tm_e_nt. __ 
the President, by and with the advice and eonsent of the Senate, and 8 :\lay,1794,~.23, 
who ma,· he removed in the same manner: and the term of the Post- 8• 3, ,·. 1, P· a5i. 
master-General shall be for and during the term of the Pre,;ident hv 33g ~u~e•/iii2, 7 ~
whom he is appointed. and for one month thereafter. unless soonei· 2s3'. • ' ' • ' • 
removed. 

SEc. 3S9. There shall he in the Post-Office Department three Assistant Assistant Post
Postmasters-GenE>ral, who shall he appointed by the President, by and niasters-General. 
with the ad dee and con:,ient of the Senate. and who may he removed in 8 June, I8i2, c. 
the same manner, and who shall be entitled to a salan- of four thousand 335,s.2,,·.17,p.284. 
dollars a vear each. [~es 11,.J • 3 Mar., 18n, c. 

• 226,s.3,v.17,p.508. 
:{ Mar., 187i, c. 103, s.•. 3, 4, v. 19, p. 335. 

SEc. 3\:10. There shall be employe<l in the Post-Office Department one Assistant Attor
Assistant Attorney-General, who shall he appointed by the Postmaster- Fey-General for 
General, and shall be entitled to a salary of four ~housan<l dollars a year. m~~;?fficeDepart-

8 June, 1872, c. 335, s. 3, v. 17, p. 2s-t: 

SEc. 391. Before entering upon the duties of his office, and before he Oath of office. 
shall recei~·e any salary, the fostmaster-Gene:al and each of the pers_ons SJu~e;-18;2,"c. 
emploved 1n the postal service shall respectively take and subscribe, 335, 8• 15, v. li, p. 
before :,Ollle magistrate or other competent officer. the following oath: 287. 
"I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affir1_n) that I will fait~fully pe_rfo1·m all 

46
5 ~a8., 1fJ4, c. 

the duties required of me. and abstam from everythmg forbidden by ' v. 'p. • 
the laws in relation to the establishment of post-offices and po,;t-roads 
within the Cnited States; and that I will hone~tly and truly account for 
and pay over any money belonging to the said United States which may 
come into mv possession or control: So help me, God." 

SEC. 392. ·An,· officer, civil or military, holding a commission under the Oath, before 
United States, i; authorized to administer and certify the oath prescribed whom taken. 
by the preceding section. SJ une, 1872,c.335, 

B. 15, V. 17, p. 28i. 5 },far., 18i4, C. 46, 1,. 18, p. 19. 

SEc. 393. There shall he in the Post-Office Department: Clerks and em
One chief clerk, uta salary of two thousand two hundred dollars a year. p_lo-'--'y~es.:._•~~~
One i;uperintendent of the Post-Office building and disbursing clerk, 3.,~ Jm~e,4 lv

87
1
2
7

1 Pc. 
h l I h d d d Ila 

n, ss. ,:,, , , , . 
at a i;alary of two t oui;am t 1ree un re o rs a year. 2cH 
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3 )tar., 1873, c. One topogmpher, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars a 
t'lo, s. a, v. 17, p. ,·ear. 
50~s., Ii rno, 17,1, • One :;tenographer, at a salary of one thousand eight hund1·ed dollars 
1H, 11&.J a ,·ear. 

·one mes>!enger to the Postmaster-Genna!, at a salary of nine hundred 
dollars a year. 

One cai)tain of the wateh, at a salary of one thousand dollars a year. 
One engineer, at a salary of one thousand six hundred dollars a year. 
One as:-<istant engineer, at a :-<alary of one thousand dollars a year. 
One carpenter, at a salary of one thousand two hundred and fifty-two 

dollars a year. 
One assistant carpenter, at a salary of one thousand dollars a year. 
One fireman and hlacksmith, at a salary of nine hundred dollars a year. 
Two firemen, at a salary of :,;even huudri>d and twenty dollars a year 

each. 
Three female lahorer,;, at a salary of four hundred and eighty dollars a 

year each. 
In the office of the moue,•-order svstem; 

One superintendent, at a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 
One ehief derk, at a salary of two thousand dollu,; a year. 

In the office of foreign mails: 
One superintendent, at a salary of four thousand dollars a year. 
One eh1ef derk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

In the dead-letter office: 
One ehit>f of division, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars 

a year. 
In the office of mail-depredation,.;: 

One chief of division, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollat·s 
a vear. 

• In the office of the Mank-agency: 
One ,;upt>rintt>ndent, at a salary of one thousand eight hundred dollars 

a vear. 
·one assistant superintendent, at a salan of one thou:-<and six hundred 

doliars a year. • 
Four assistants, at a salary of one thousand two hundred dollars a .,·ear 

ea.ch. 
In the office of each of the Assistant Postmasters-General: 

One chief elerk, at a ,;alarv of two thousand dollars a year. 
Superintendent 81:c. 394. The Po~tmaste1:-General may designate one of the present 

of free delh·ery. fourth-da.~s derks to aet as imperintendent of free delivery in the Post
:1 :\far., 18-73, <·. Office Ue~artment, at an annual salary of two thousand five hundred 

2:-11, s. l, v.17, p.n/\i. dollars: 1 r1J•1•i.ded, That the 8alary hereb~· fixed shall terminate at the end 
of the tbcal year ending ,June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and se,·enty
four. 

&-al. SEc. 395. The Postmaster-General shall keep thl' seal herctoforeadopted 
-- 8June ·j-872 -~-- for hi,- Department, which shall be affixed to all ,:ommi,;sions of post-
33.'i,s.5,V:17,p.28.'i: ma~ters and others, and used to authenticate all trllJ1,.;1•ripts and copies 

whu·h may he re11uired from his Department. 
Duties of Post- ~Ee. ::IH6. It ,;hall he the dnty of the Postma,,ter-Geneml: 

master-General. Fir,;t. To estahlish and discontinue post-offices. 
8 .June, 1872, c. Seeond. To instrm·t all persons in the po,stal serviet> with rderence to 

:-!35, ~- o, v. J ,, p. their duties. 
2~- ll 18.. . Third. To deeide on the forms of all official papers. 
10:-1 ~-~~::19 ta~: Fourth. To pn•serihe thr manner of ket>ping and stating aceounts. 

J.'.ock~ ,._ i. s., :3 Fifth. To enforce the prompt rendition of returns relative to account'!. 
)fa.,., 446. Sixth. To control. according to law, and subject to the settlement of the 

Sixth Auditor, all expenses incident to the service of the Department. 
Sm·enth. To superintend the disposal of the moneys of the Depart

ment. 
Eighth. To direct the manner in which halances shall he paid o\·er; 

issue warrants to cover moner into the Treasury; and to pay out the same. 
Xinth. To ~uperintend generally the business of the department, and 

l'X1'1·nte all laws rt>lative to the postal service. [~• Si 3860-3660, 3888, 31Mlil, 1 
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SEC. 397. The Postmaster-General shall make out and keep, in proper Property in 
books, full and complete inventories and accounts of all the property char:r ~f the De
belonging to the United States in the buildings, rooms, offices. and ~- 1:n_. --~ 
grounds occupied by him and under his charge; and shall add thereto .. ~ June, 187~, c. 
from time to time an account of such properh· as mav be procured sub- 3.35, 8 - lO, v. l,, P· 

' • • 286 seqnently to the taking of the same, and also an account of the 158.le or - • 
disposal of any such property. and to report the same to Congres8 during 
the first week of each annual session. But this section shall not apply to 
the supplies of stationery and fuel. 

SEO. 398. Fo1· the purpose of making-better postal arrangements with Postal arrange
foreign countries, or to counteract thetr adverse mea...,ures affecting our ments~dth foreign 
postal intercourse with them, the Postmaster-General, by and with the countnes. 
advice and consent of the President, may negotiate.and conclude po;ital 8 June, 1872, c: 
treaties or conventions, and may reduce or increase the rates.of postage on 335, s. 167, v. 17,p. 
mail-matter conveyed between the United States and foreign countries. 304• 

SEO. 399. The Postmaster-General shall trn nsmit a copy of each postal Publication of 
convention concluded with foreign governments to the Secretary of State, postalconventions. 
who 8hall furnish a copy of the same to the Congressional Printer for . 8 June, 187:, c. 
publi~tion; and the p1;i11te<l proof-sheets of all such conventions shall ~'. 8M22;,;i,1;s'6; 
be rensed at the Post-Office Department. cs.e s :m1.1 c. 246, p. 106. 

SEO. 400. The Postmaster-General may establish a hlank-agency for Blank-agency at 
the Post-Office Department, to be located at Washington, District of Washington. 
Columbia. 8June, 1872,c.3~, 

8. 30, v. 17, p. 289. 
SEC. 401. The action of the Post-Office Department respecting foreign Foreigndead-let-

dea<l-letters sh1tll be suh.iect to conventional stipulations with the respect- te_rs_. ___ _ 
ive foreign administrations. 8June,1872,c.335, 

s. 197, v.17, p. 308. 
SEc. 402. Every order, entry, or memorandum whatever, on which any Date of orrlers, 

action is to be based, allowance made, or money paid, and evety contract, entries, ~ntracts, 
paper, or obligation made by or with the Post-Office Department, shall &c.,tobemdorsed. 
have its true date affixed to it· and every paper relating to contract.-; or 8 June, 1872, c. 
allowances filed in the Department shall have the date when it wa-s filed ~'. s. 18

• "· 
17

• P· 
indorsed upon it. 

SEC. 403. All bonds taken and contracts entered into by the Post- Fonn of bonds 
Office Department shall be made to and with the United States of 811d contrac-t~. 
America. 8 June, 1872, c. 

335, s. 13, v. Ii, p.-287. Postmaster-General ,·. Early, 12 Wh., 149. Doxv.Postmaster
General, 1 Pet., 318. 

SEC. 404. The Postmaster-General shall deliver to the Sixth Auditor, Copies of c~:m
within sixty days after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, tra1;r for carrymg 
a duplicate copy thereof. m_a

1_·~-
8 June, 1872, c. 335, s. 262, v.17, p. 315. 

SEc. 405. All orders an<l regulatio;s of the Postmaste1·-General which 
1 

<;)rdertn~ regu
may originate a claim, or in any manner affect the accounts of the postal !t~r:!a ectmgac
service, shall be certified to the Sixth Auditor. _ --·----

8 June, 1872, c. 335, s 29, v. 17, p. 289. 
SEC .. 406. Upon the certified quarterly statement by the Sixth Auditor Warrant of Post-

f b t t f th 'tal • th master-General,on o the payments y postmas ers on accoun o e pos service, e quarterly 8 tat e _ 
Postmaster-General shall issue his warrant to the Treasurer to carry mentof Auditor. 
the amount to t~e _credit of the postal revenues a~d to the debit of the 8June,1872,c.335, 
proper appropr1atlons upon the books of the Auditor. s. 53, v. 17, p. 292. 

SEc. 407. The postal revenues and all debts due the Post-Office De- Postal re_venues 

t rtment shall when collected be p id into the Treasury of the United anti C<?ll~tione to 
• • • f' h p G l d h T be paid mto the tates, under the d1rect10n o t e ostm11.Ster-enera ; an t e reas- Treasury 

urer, assistant treasurer, or designated depositary receiving such pay- -8-Ju_n_e~l~R-72-c.-335~ 
ment, shall give the depositor duplicate receipts therefor. s. 54, v'. 17, p. 292'. 

SEc. 408. All deposits on account of the postal service shall be brought Deposits, how 
into the Treasury by warrants of the Postmaster-General, counterzsigned brought into the 
by the Auditor; and no credit shall be allowed for any depo-1it until TrJeasury. 

3 5 h th be • d 8 uoe,1872,c. a, 
sue warmn as en issue • 8 . 55, v. 17, p. 292. 
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Investigatingand SEC. 409. In all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or disability,_ or 
remit.ting fines, alleged liability_f~n· any sum_ of mon_ey by way of damages or 0Jherw1se, 
kinalties, and for- under any prov1s10n of law m relatIOJ? to the officers, employes, opera
eitures. tions, or business of the postal service, the Pos~master-General may 

s June, 1872, c. prescribe such general rules and modes of I_Jroceedm,g as ~hall ap~1: to 
335, s. 316, v. 17, p. be expedient, for the _gove1:nment of t~e Sixth Aud1t_or, m 3:1certammg 
325. the fact in each ease m which the Auditor shall eertify to him that the 

interests of the Department probably require the exercise of his powers 
over tines, penalties, forfeiture,-;, and liabilities; and upon the fact being 
ascertained, the Auditor may, with the written consent of the Po,-trnas
ter-General, mitigate or remit sueh tine, penalty, or forfeiture, remove 
such disability, or compromise, release, or discharge such claim for such 
sum of money and <lamage1-;, and on such terms as the Auditor shall 
deem just and expedient. 

Dischargeofjudg- SEC. -HO. The Postmaster-General may discharge from imprisonment 
!11en~debtors from any person confined in jail on any judgment in a civil ease, obtained in 
impnsonn~ent. behalf of the Department, if it be made to appear that the defendant has 
SJune,1812,c.335, t f d • t' s. 314, ,·. 17, p. 324. no proper y o, any escnp 10_n. . . 

Subsequentexe- SEc. 411. 'lhe release provided for by the precedmg ,;ed10it ,;hall not 
cution on same bar a ,;uhsequent rxecution against the property of the defendant on the 
judgment. same judgment. 

8 June, 1872, , •. 335, s. 314, ,·. 17, p. 324. 

Restr~ctio1_1 uP?n SEC. 412. :\'o person employed in the Post-Office Department shall 
employe 8 bemgm- become intere5ted in anv contract for catTving the mail 01· act as agent 
tere,ted m con- • h · h •' · • ' ff • ' tracts wit ·or wit out compensat10n, for any contractor or person o ermg to 
- "'_ ____ ----- become a contraetor. in any husine,;s before the Department; and any 
, 8 June, 187:, c. per,;on so offending ,-;hall he immediately dismis,-;ed from office, and shall 
~j;;;'. 8

' 
12

• "· 
1
'' P· be liable to pay ;so much money as would ha,·e been realized from said 

contract, to be recovered in an action of debt, for the use of the Post· 
Office Department. 

Reports of Post- SEc. 413. The Postmaster-General shall make the following annual 
ma.,ter-General. reports to Congress: [See§§ 190, 196.J 

s June, 1872, c. Fir~t. A report of all eon tracts for carrying the mail made within the 
335,s.8, v.li,p. 285. preecding year, giving in each case the name of the contractor; the date 

and duration of the eontract; the routes embraced therein, with the 
length of each; the time of arrival and departure at the ends of each 
route; the mode of transportation; and the price to be paid, together 
with a copy of the recorded abstracts of all proposals for earrying the 
mail, as provided by section three thousand nine hundred and forty
eight, Title "THE POSTAL SERYICE," 

Second. A report of all land and water mails established or ordered 
within the preceding year, other than those let to contract at the annual 
letting, giving in each case the route or water-course on which the mail 
is established; the name of the per:-;on employed to transport it; the 
mode of transportation; the pri<·e to be paid; and the duration of the 
order or contract. 

Third. A report of all allowances made to contractors within the pre
ceding year above the sums originally stipulated in their respective 
contracts, and the reasons for the :-;ame, and of all m·ders made whereby 
ad~ition!ll _exp~nse is incurred on any route beyond the original contract 
pr!c~, g1nng_ m each. case the route; the name of the contractor; the 
ongmal ,;ernee provided for bv the contract; the original price· the 
additional service required; and the additional allowance therefor. ' 

Fou~th. A rep~r~ of ~II curtailments of expenses effected within the 
pre~edmg year, g1vmg 111 each ca,;e the same particulars as in the pre
cedmg report. 

Fifth. A_ repo1·t of the finances of the Department for the preceding 
y~ar, showmg the amount of balance due the Department at the begin
nmg of the year; the amount of postage which accrued within the year; 
th~ amo~nt of engagement;; and liabilitie,-;; and the amount actually 
paid durmg the year for earrying the mail, showing how much of the 
amount was for canying the mail in preceding years. 
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Sixth. A report of the fines imposed on and the deductions from the 
pay of contractors. made during the preceding year, stating the name of 
the contractor; the nature of the delinquenc:y; the route on which it 
occurred; when the fine was imposed;· and whether the fine or deduc
tion has been remitted: and for what reason. 

Seventh. A copy of each contract for carrying the mail between the 
United States and foreign countries, with a statement of the amount of 
postage derived under the same, so far as the returns of the Department 
will enable it to be done. 

Eighth. A report showing all contracts which have been made by the 
Department, other than for carrying the mail, giving the name of the 
contractor; the article or thing contracted for; the place where the 
article was to be delivered. or the thing performed; the amount paid 
therefor; and the date and duration of the contract. 

Ninth. A report on the postal business and agencies in foreign coun
tries. 

Tenth. A report of the amount expended in the Department for the 
preceding fiscal year, including detailed statements of expenditures made 
from the contingent fund. 

And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such reports to be 
printed at the Public Printing Office, either together or separately, and 
in such numbers as may be required by the exigencies of the service or 
bv law. 
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·sEc. 414. The Postmaster-General shall furnish a copy of bis annual Copyof~imates 
estimates to tbP Secretary of the Treasurv prior to the first of November to be furmshed to 
in each year, which shall ~ l'Pported to Congress by the latter in bis ~taryofTreas
regular printed estimates. 

8 June, 1872, c. 335, s. 19, v. 17, p. 287. 3 Mar., 1875, c. 129, 8. 3, v. 18, p. 370. 
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