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Equipping, &e., SEc. 5551. ~o per:-;on shall, for himself, or for another, a,; master, 
\·es8 el for . slave- factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwi,;e prepare 1111 ,. ye,;sel. 
,rade· forfeiture of • l • h" h • • d' t" f ti TT "t d ""tat • ··e~~ei many port or pace wit 111 t e JUl'lS 1c 1011 o ie \_, m e "' es, or cause 
'-'~~-{~SIB any vessel to sail from any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
rn~s. ·:/{~ 3, p. 4i;f: same, for the purpose of procuring any negro, mulatto, or person of eolor, 

22 ::IIar., 1794, c. from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, to be transported to any 
11,s. l, v. l, p. 347. port or place whatsoever, to be held, sold, or otherwise dispo,;ed of, as a 

3 Jfm·., 1875,_;- slave, or to be held to service or labor; and every vessel so built, fitted 
!:8'. ... 18

• Pl'· 
4

' .), out, _equipped, lad~n, or otherwise l?repared, wit_h her tackle, apparel. 
Th Sia. 2 furmture, and ladmg, shall be forfeited, one moiety to the use of thP 

\Yall~350,;6~~175, Cnit~d States, and the other to tlie use of the person who sue,; for thP 
::83. forfeiture, and prosecutes the same to effect. [See§§ r.37o-o382.J 

Penalty on per- SEC. 5552. E,·ery person so building, fitting out, equipping, loading, 
"i~s _building, or otherwise pre-paring or sending away any vessel, knowing or intend­
,·,,mppmg, &c. ing that the same shall be employed in such trade or busine.;s, contrary 

22 }far., 1794, c. to the provi.;ions of the preceding section, or any ways aiding or ahet-
ll, ~-2, v. 1, P· 349. ting therein, shall, besides the forfeiture of the ve,;sel, pay the sum of 

two thousand dollars; one moiety thereof to the use of the t ·nitetl States. 
and the other moiety thereof to the use of the person who ,;ues for and 
prosecutes the same to effect. [See§ o3i8.J 

Forfeiture. of S:i-;c. 5553. Every vessel employed in carrying on the slave-trade, or on 
rn 8,;eltransporting which is received or transported anv 1wgro, mulatt~i, or person of eolor . 
• Jaws. from any foreign kingdom or country, or from sea, for the purpo,;;c of 

20April, 1818, c. holding, selling, or otherwise disposing of sueh person al'.! a sht,·e, or of 
n, ~--1, '"· :{, P· 451. holding sueh per:-;on to SPrvice or labor, shall, together with lwr taeklt', 
.1 ~~-)_f~~:'. f:\t apparel, furniture, and the goods and effects whieh may he found on hoard, 

or which may have been imported thereon in the same ,·oyag<', he for-
feited; one moiety to the United States, and the other to the u,-;e of tlw 
per:;on who i-ues for and prosecutes the forfeiture to effect. ['-••r,; ~:i,s, :,3rn.J 

Penalty for re- S:i-;c. 555-!. If ~ny eitizen of thee nited States takes on board, rel'ei,·e,;, 
ct>iving persons on or transports any ncu-ro, mulatto, or person of color, for the purpose of 
board to be 8old as 11· h • ~ l l h JI • dd't• h f f • f slaws se rng sue person as a s ave, 1e s a , m a 1 1011 to t c or e1ture o 
• ... the vessf'l, pay for each person, so receh·ed on board or trnn,;portPd, the 

22 )far., l794, c·. sum of two hundred dollars, to be reem·ered in any court of the Cnited 
I 1. -·. ··'-"· 

1 
• fl. :~49• States; the one moietv thereof to the use of the l' nited State:-, and the 

other moiety to the lise of the person who ,-;ues for nnd prostwutes the 
same to pffect. [Ser §§ ii379, iiii:!t, ;;.;26.] 

F 0 rf_eiture of t,1<:c. 5,)55. Every Yessel which is found in any river, port, hay, or har-
,-,._~sel lonn,l hov: bor or on the high ,;ea;.; within the J·urisdictiorial limit,; of the United 
ermg on coaets ot S ' . h . 'h . . 
CJnitt><l State~. &c. ~ tate,;, or overmg on t e eoasts thereof, and havmg on hoal'd nny 



TITLE LXXI.-THE SLAVE-TRADE. 1077 
negro, nm]atto, or person of color, with intent to sell such person .as a 2 .M:ar., 1807, e. 
s!a,:e, 01: with intent to land the same for that purpose, either in the 22, s. 7, v. 2, p. 428. 
t:_mted States or elsewhere, shall, together with her tackle, apparel, fur-
mture, and the goods or effect.;; on board of her, be. forfeited to the Cnited 
States. [See S 6380.J 

SEc. 55t>6. It shall be unla wfu] for any citizen of the United States or Forfeiture of in­
other person residing within them directly or indirectlv to hold or h~ve tere!'t in ve:isels 
any ri~ht or prop~rty in any vessel employ~d or made use of in the trans- !i:~~-s P O rt 111 g 
portat10n or ca1:rymg of slaves from one foreign countnorplace to another, -----­
and any such nght or property shall be forfeited and mav be libeled and _10 May, l800, c. 

d • d • ' • 1o s 1 " 2 p 70 con emne fo~· the use of ~h~ _Person s~1ing f_or the same; and ~very per- ' • ' • ' • • 
son transgressmg the proh1b1t10n of this section shall also forfeit and pay 
a sum of money equa] to double the value of his right or property in such 
vessel; and shall also forfeit a sum of money equal to double the value of 
the interest he had in the slaves, which at any time mav be transported 
or carried in such vessel. • • 

SEc. 5557. The President is authorized, when he deems it expedient, Seizureofvessels 
to man and employ any of the armed vessels of the United States to engaged in the 
cruise wherever he may judge attempts are making to carry on the Hiave- alave-tm de- _ 
trade, by citizens or residents of the United States, in contravention of 10 l\Iay, 1800, c. 
laws prohibitory of the same; and, in such case, he shall instruct the com- 51, 8 - 4, v. 2, p. ~1. 
manders of such armed ,·essels t-0 seize, take, and bring into any port of . 2 l\!a~., 1801,, c. 
h JT ·t d St 1 d d • d. I II' 22,s.,,,.2,p.428. t e L m e , ates, to Je procee e agamst accor mg to aw, a ·"'-mer- 3 l\lar., 1819, c. 

ican vessels, wheresoever found, which may have on board, or which may 101,s.1, v. 3, p.5:l2. 
be intended for the purpose of taking on board, or of transporting, or 
may ha,·e transported any negro, mulatto, or person of color, in viola-
tion of the provisions of any act of Congress prohibiting the traffic in 
slavel'.I. (Sees 2163.J 

SEC. 5558. The proceeds of all vessels, their tackle, apparel, and fur- Proceeds of con­
niture, and thtl goods and effects on board of them, which are so seized demn1;d _vessels, 
prosecuted, and condemned, shall be did<led equally between the United how distributed. 
States and the officers and men who seize, take, or bring the same into Ibid. 
port for condemnation, whether such seizure be made by an armed ves-
sel of the C nited States or revenue cutter thereof; and the same shall be 
distributed as is provided by law for the distribution of prizes taken from 
an enemy. 

SEC. 5559. The officers and men, to he entitled to one-half of the pro- Disp<?sal of per­
ceeds mentioned in the last section shall safelv keep every neg-ro mulatto ~ 0 n 8 1 o_u n d O n 

I cl b cl ' f .,I • d k ' b b ' board seized ves-or person of co or, foun on oar o any vesse so seize , ta en, or roug t sel~ 
into port, for condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, ___ "· ______ _ 
or person of color, to the marshal of the district into which be may be 3 l\Iar.,_l819, c. 
brought, if into a port of the Vnited States, or if elsewhere, to such per- lOl,s. l,v •• {,p. 532-
son as may be lawfully appointed by the President, in the iuanner directed 
by law; transmitting to the President, as soon as may be after such deliv-
ery, a descripti,·e list of such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, in 
order that he may gh·e direetions for the disposal of them. 

SEC. 5560. The commanders of such commissioned vessels shall cause Apprehensionof 
to be apprehended, and taken into custody, every person found on board office_r~ ai1<l.~ 
of such offending vessel, so seized and taken, being of the officers or Ibid. 
crew thereof, and him convey, as soon as conveniently may be, to the cidl 10 l\Iay, 1302, c. 
authority of the United States, to be proceeded against i.n due course of 51, s. 4, '"· 2, P- ,1. 
Jaw. (See§§ .-.sst, .;3s2.J 

SEc. 5561. The President is authorized to make such regulations and RemO\·a_l of per­
arrangements as be may deem expedient for the safe-keeping, support, sons d~live~ed 

d h I• • f b P ·ted Stat f 11 h from seized , es-and removal beyon t e muts o t e u 111 • es, o a sue neg~·oe_s, sels. 
mulattoes, or persons of color, as may be dehvered and brought w1tbm ----
h • • • .. .- t· l t • t ·d· tl 3 lllar. 1819 c. t eir JUriruI~ 1011; am ~ appo11;1 . a proper person res1 mg upon 1e 10l,s.'.?,/ 3,p_ 533_ 

coast of Afnca as agent, for receivmg the negroes, mulattoes, or persons 
of color delivered from on board vessels seized in the prosecution of the 
:slave-trade bv commanders of Cnited States armed vessels. 

SEC. 5562. :\. bounty of twenty-five dollars shall be ~aid to the officers Bounty. 
and erews of the commissioned vessels of the United States, or revenue- -I-b-.d-- 3--1 .,s .. 
cutter,,, for each ncgro, mulatto, or person of color, who may be, as here-
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inbefore pJ·ovided, ch•livered to, the marshal or agent duly_ appoii_1tetl to 
receive sueh person; und the Secretary of the TrPasury 1s l'l'qu1red to 
pay, or cause to be paid, to s~eh officers and crews, or their n,g-ent, such 
bounty for each person so delivered. 

To what 
O

rt SEc. 5;')~:-3. It shall be the duty of the commuuder of any armed vessel 
captured Yes;e ls ?f the U!1~ed States,. whenever he makes any eupt~re un~l<'r. tht•. pre?ed­
~nt. __ mg prons10ns, to brmg the vessel and her car~o, for ndJuchcat10n, mto 

Ibid., s. 5, p. 534. some of the ports of the State or Territory to which such V<'ssd so cap­
tured may belong, if he can a8certain the same; if not, then to lw sent 
into anv connmient port of the Cnited States. 

Wheno1¥nersof SEC. ·55G-!. E,·ery owner, master, or factor of anv foreig-n vessel, cle11,r­
foreif:_n vessels ing out for any of the coasts or kingdoms ~f _Africa., or sui;pectl'd to he 
shall gl\e b~n~_-___ intended for the slave-trade, and the su8pll'I0l1 lwm!$' deelarPd to the 

22 l\Iar., li94, c. officer of the customs by any citizen, on 011,th, and such mfornmtion being 
11, e. 3, "· 1, P· 349• to the satisfaction of the officer, shall first give bond, with i,:nflicient 

sureties, to the Treasurer of the PnitPd States, that 110110 of the natives 
of Africa, or any other foreign country or place, :,;hall he taken on hoard 
such vessel, to be transported or sold as slaves, in nny otlwr fordgn port 
or place whatever, within nine months thereafter. 

Distribution of SEC. 55G5. The forfeitures which may hereafter be i11eU1TPtl under any 
penaltieP. of the preceding provisions, and which are not otherwise expres8ly dis-

10 1Iav 1800 c. posed of, shall accrue and be one moiety tlwreof to the u:,;e of the informer, 
51, s. 7, v: 2, p. 'n. and the other moiety to the use of the United States, except where the 

prosecution is first mstituted on behalf of the United StntPs, in which 
case the whole shall be to their use. 

Contracts for re- SEC. 5i,G6. It may be lawful for the President to enter into contract 
ceptioninAf_ricaof with any person, society, or Lody corporate, for a term not Pxeeeding five 
Lereons _dehve_red years, to receiYc from the Cnitt-d States, through their duly constituted 
S:1:,11 seized 'es- agent upon the coast of Afri<-a, all negroes, nmlnttoes, or persons of 

• color, delivered from on board n•sst>ls sei:red in the pro:-ocution of the 
16 June, 1860, c. slave-trade by commanders of the Vnited States armed vessPls u.nd to 

136
• s. 1• "· 

12
• P· 

40
• provide su~h negroes, mulattoes, and persons of color with co~1fortable 

clothing, shelter, an~ pr~,·isions, for a period not exc?c,ling one _ye~r 
from the date of then· bemg landed on the coast of Afnca, at a price m 
no case to exceed one hundred tlollars for each porson so dothcd, shel­
tert>d, and prodded with food; and any contmet so made may be renewed 
by the President from time to time as found necessary, for periods not 
to exceed five years on each renewal. 

Instructions to S1w. 5507. The President is authorized to issue instructions to the 
commanders of commanders of the armed ve:-sels of the United States, <lireeting them, 
a_nn_e_d_,_·e_siie_Is_. _ whenever it is practicable, and under such rules and regulations as he 

Ibid., s. 2; p. 41. may prescribe, to proceed llirectly to the coast of Africa, and there hand 
over to the agent of the United States all negroes, mulattoes, and per­
sons of color delivered from on board Yessels Reized in the prosecution 
of the slave-trade; and they shall afterward bring the eapturcd ve:-sels 
and persons cniaged in prosecuting such trade to the rnitc<l States for 
trial and adjudication. 

Con~racts forr~- SEc. 5568. It may be lawful for the President to enter into arrange­
ception, ~c., m ment hv contract or othPrwise with one or more forei<rn uovernments 
west Indies of h • ' • • • h '" 'I • h • l "' I' • h personR deliv~red avmg possessions m t e ,, est mhes or ot er trop1e11 rPgions, or wit 
from ~eized ves- their duly constituted agent, to receive from the United States, for a. 
sels. term not exceeding five years, at such plaee as muy be agreed upon, all 
- 17 Julv~ 181>2, c. n~groe~, mulattoes, or _persons of eolor, delh-ered from on board vesfels 
197, s. 1; v. 12, p. seized m the prosecut10n of the slave-trade, by commanders of Umted 
592. States armed vessels, and to provide them with suitable instruction, and 

with comfortable clothing and shelter, and to employ them, at wages, 
under such regulations as may be agreed upon, for a period not exceed­
ing five ,rears from the date of their beino- landed at the place agreed 
upon. But the United 8tates shall incur"' no expenses on aecount of 
such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, after haYing lanckd them 
at the J)lace agreed upon. And any arrangenwnt so mn<lc may be 
1·enewe by the President from time t-0 time, as may be found necessary, 
for periods not exceeding five years on each renewal. 
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SEC. 5569. The President is authorized to issue instructions to the Instructions to 
commanders of the armed vessels of the United States, directing them, comnd1an<ler

1
s of 

h • t • t' bl d d h l t' h arme vesse s. w enever 1 1s prac 1ca e, an un er sue regu a ions as e ma_y pre-
scribe, to proceed directly to such place as shall have been agreed upon Ibid.,s.2, p. 593. 
with any foreign government, or its duly constituted agent, under the 
provisions of the preceding section, and there deliver to the duly consti-
tuted authorities or agents of such foreign government all negroes, mulat-
toes, or persons of color, taken from on board vessels seized in the pros-
ecution of the slave-trade; and they shall afterward bring the vessel and 
persons enga~ed in prosecuting such trade to the United States for trial 
and adjudication. [See S§ lllo8-U8i,J 
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