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TI'l1LE LXVII. 

NEUTRALITY. 
Sec. 
5281. Accepting a foreign commission. 
5282. Enlisting in foreign service. 
5283. Arming vessels against people at 

peace with the United f!tates. 
5284. Arming vessels to cruise against 

citizens of the United States. 
5285. Augmenting force of foreign Ye!'sel 

of war. 

Sec. 
5286. Military expeditions against people 

at peace with United StateA. 
5287. Enforcement of foregoing provisions. 
5288. Compellin~ foreign vessels to depart. 
5289. Armed vessels to give bond on clear-

ance. 
5290. Detention by collectors of customs. 
5291. Construction of this Title. 

Acceptin~ ~ for- SEc. 5281. Every citizen of the United States who, within the territorr 
eign commission. or jurisdiction thereof, acce{lts and exercises a commission to set'Ye a fo1:-

20 April, 1818, c. eign prince, state, colony, district, or people, in war, by land orb] sea, 
88, s. 1, v. 3, p. 447. against any prince, state, colony, district, or people, with whom the United 

States are at peace, shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and 
shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars, and imprisoned not 
more than three years. 

Enlisti!1g in for- SEC. 5282. E,·ery person who, within the territory or jurisdiction of 
eign service. the United States, enlists or enters himself, or hires or retains another 

Ibid. s. 2 p.448. person to enlist or enter himself, or to go beyond the limits or jurisdic-
' ' tion of the United States with intent to be enlisted or entered in the 

service of any foreign prince, state, colony, district, or people, as a sol
dier, or as a marine or seaman, on board of any vessel of war, letter of 
marque, or privateer, shall be deemed guilty of high misdemeanor, and 
shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars, and imprisoned not 
more than three years. 

A_rming vessels SEc. 5283. Every person who, within thP limits of the United States, 
agam st p~ople at fits out and arms, or attempts to fit out and arm, or proeures to be fitted 
peaee with the t d d k • 1 • l. th f • h" fitt· t United States. ou an. arme. , or nowrng_y 1~ coneernel m e urms mg, mg ou , 

. or arnung, of any vessel, with mtent that sueh Yessel shall be employed 
Ibul., 8• 3- in the service of any foreign prinl'e or state, or of any colony, district, or 
The Estrella, 4 people, to cruise or commit hostilitiPs against the subjects, citizens, 

Wh.,~8;1:heGr,:in or property of any forei~n prince or state, or of any colony, district, or 
Pava, ' \\ h., 4 (1; people, with whom the United States are at peace, or who issues or deliv-
The Santa Maria, • • , l . l • · • d. • f h U · d S 7 Wh., 400; The ers a comm1ss10n wit nn t 1e territory or Juris 1et10n o t e mte tates, 
Monte Allegre, 7 for any vessel, to the intent that she ma,· be so employed, :,;hull he deemed 
Wh., 520; U.S. 1'· guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shali be fined not'iuore than ten thou
Re~burn, .6 Pt:;t-~ sand dollars, and imprisoned not more than three ~·ears. And every sueh 352• u. 8• 1 

• Qum 1 h ta kl I d f • • h 11 • I cy 6 Pet. 445. vesse , er c e, appare , an urmture, toget er wit a materia s, 
' ' arms, ammunition, and stores, which may ha,·e been procured for the 

building and equipment thereof, shall be forfeited; one-half to the use of 
the informer, and the other half to the use of the l~ nited States. 

A:rming_vessel_ t? SEC. 528-1. Every citizen of the United States who, without the limits 
~~~:~tfh~nttnf~~ the

1
reofif, fidts out andd armds, orkatten:ipt-,

1 
to _fit ou~ and arm, o: procl!rehs 

States. to )e tte out an arme , or nowrng y aids or 1s concerned m furms -
------ ing, fitting out, or arming any private vessel of war, or privateer, with 

Ibid., 8
• 

4• intent that such vessel shall be employed to cruise, or commit t10stili
ties, upon the citizern, of the United States, or their property, or who 
takes the command of, or enters on board of any such vessel, for such 
intent, o: who purchases any interest in any such vessel, with a view 
to share 111 the profits thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a high misde
meanor, and fined not more than ten thousand dollars, and imprisoned 
not more than ten years. And the trial for such offense if committed 
without the limits of the United States, shall be in the di;trict in which 
the offender shall be apprehended or first brought. 

Augm_entingforce SEC. _5285. Ever.y person who, within the territory or jurisdiction of 
of foreign vessel of the U mted States, mcreases or augments. or procure8 to be increased or 
war. augmented, or knowingly is concerned in increasing or augmenting, the 
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f?rce of any shi{> of w~r, cmiser, or other armed vessel, which, at the Ibid., s. 5. 
t1m~ of her arrival within the United States, was a ship of war, or 
crmser, or armed vessel, in the service of any foreign prince or state, or 
of any colony, district, or people, or belonging to the subjects or citizens 
of any such prince or state, colony, district, or people, the same being at 
war with any foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district, or people, 
with whom the United States are at peace, by adding to the number of 
the guns of such vessel, or by changing those on board of her for guns 
of a larger caliber, or by adding thereto any equipment solely applicable 
to war, shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
not more than one thousand dollars and he imprisoned not more than 
one year. 

SEc. 5286. Every person who, within the territory 01· jurisdiction of . Militarrexpedi
the United States, begins, or sets on foot, or provides or f repares the tifns tagamst ~~t 
means for, any military expedition or enterprise, to be carried on from ih: Un~~tsi:t~ 
thence against the territory or dominions of any forei1rn prince or state, Ib'd • 
or of any colony, district, or people, with whom the United States are at 1 .,s. 6,P· 449• 
pe8.<'e, shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
not exceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisoned not more than 
three years. 

SEc. 5287. [The district courts shall take cognizance of all complaints, Enf<;>rcement of 
by whomsoever instituted, in cases of captures made within the waters of foregomg pro,·is
the United States, or within a marine league of the coasts or shores ions.__ 
thereof.] In every case in which a vessel is fitted out and armed, or f~i~•t 8• 

7 attempted to be fitted out and armed, or in which the force of any ves- 80 t· 1~ 'j, 1iJ• c. 
sel of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel is increased or augmented, or ' • ' • • 
in which any military expedition or enterprise is begun or set on foot, 
contrary to the provisions and prohibitions of this Title; and in every 
case of the capture of a vessel within the jurisdiction or protection of 
the United States as before defined; and in every case in which any 
process issuing out of any court of the United States is disobeyed or 
resisted by any person having the custody of any vessel of war, cruiser, 
or other armed vessel of any foreign prince or state, or of any colony, 
district, or people, or of any subjects or citizens of any foreign prince 
or state, or of any colony, district, or people, it shall be lawful for t4e 
President, or such other person as he shall have empowered for that 
purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval forces of the United 
States, or of the militia thereof, for the purpose of taking possession of 
and detaining any such vessel, with her prizes, if any, in ordrr to the 
execution of the prohibitions and penalties of this Title, and to the re-
storing of such prizes in the cases in which restoration shall be adjudged: 
and also for the purpose of preventing the carrying on of any i-uch ex-
pedition or enterprise from the territories or jurisdiction of the Cnited 
States against the territories or dominions of any foreign prince or state, 
or of any colony, dishiet, or people with whom the United States are at 
peace. 

SEC. 5288. It shall be lawful for the President, or such person as he Compelling for
shall empower for that purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval eign vessels to de-
forces of the United States, or of the militia thereof, as shall be neces- pa_rt_. ___ _ 
sary to compel any foreign ,·essel to depart the United States in all 20 April, 1818, c. 
cases in which, by the laws of nations or the treaties of the United 88, 8• 9, "· 3, P· 449. 
States, she ought not to remain within the tT nited States. 

SEC. 5289. The owners or consignees of every armed vessel sailing out Armed vessels to 
of the rorts of the United States, belonging wholly or in part to citizens give bond onclear-
thereo , shall, before clearing out the same, give bond to the L' niteda _n_c_e_. ___ _ 
States, with sufficient sureties, in double the amount of the value of the Ibid., s. IO. 
vessel and cargo on board, including her armament, conditioned that the 
vessel shall not be employed by such owners to cruise or commit hostili-
ties against the subjects, citizens, or property of any foreign prince or 
state, or of any colony, district, or people, with whom the United States 
are at peace. 

SEc. 5290. The several collectors of the customs shall detain any vessel Detention hycol
manifestly built for warlike purposes, and about to depart the United lectors of customs. 
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20 April, 1818,c. States, the cargo of which principally consists of arms and munitiomi of 
88, 8• 11, P· 450. war, when the number of men shipped on board, or other circumstance8, 

render it probable that such vessel is intended to be employed by the 
owners to cruise or commit hostilities upon the subjects, citizens, or 
property of any foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district, or peo
ple with whom the United States are at peace, until the decision of the 
President is had thereon, or until the owner gives such bond and security 
as is required of the owners of armed vessels by the preceding section. 

9on~truction of SEc. 5291. The provisions of this Title shall not be construed to extend 
tins Title. to any subject or citizen of any foreign :prince, state, colony, district, or 

Ibid., ss.2, 13, v. people who is tran,,.iently within the Pmted States, and [enlist] [enlists] 
3, pp. 448, 450,:. or enters himself on hoard of any vessel of war, letter of marque, or pri
, 27 Feb., 1871 • c. vateer, which at the time of its arrival within the United States was fitted 
o9, t•. 19,p. 252. d • d h h' ta· th b" t ·t· f h an eqmppe as sue , or 1res or re ms ano er su Jee or c1 1zen o t e 

same fore1gn prince, state, colony, district, or people, w,ho is transiently 
within the United States, to enlist or enter himself to serve such foreign 
prince, state, colony, diiitrict, or people, on board such vessel of war, letter 
of marque, or privateer, if the United States shall then be at peace with 
such foreign prince, state, colony, district, or people. Nor shall they be 
construed to prevent the prosecution or punishment of treason, or of anv 
piracy defined by the law1:1 of the .United States. • 
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