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'rITLE LV. 

LIGHTS AND BUOYS. 
See. ' Sec. 
4653. Organization of the Light-House 46M. Substitutionoflight-boUBellforlight-

Board. shire. 
4654. President of the board. 4&!1. Regulations for the light-house 
4655. Chairman. • sen-ice. 
4656. Meetings of the board. \ 46i0. Light-house districts. 
46.'ii. Regulation of meetings. ' 4671. Li,rht-house inspectors. 
46 ,8. General powers and duties of board. • 4672. Collectors of customs to act as super-
4659. Duty to furnish estimates of light- intendents. 

house expenses. 4673. Their C'Ompensation. 
4660. Purchase of sites for light-houses. 4674. Discontinuance and re-establish-
4661. Cession of jurisdiction requisite. ment of lights. 
4662. What ce!!!'ion is sufficient. 4675. Sale of useless sites. 
4663. Preliminary surveys. 4676. Warnings to be placed over obstruc-
4664. Superintendents of construction, tions. 

&c., of light-houEes. 4677. Pier-heads to be marked. 
4665. Contracts must be founded on offi- 4678. Color of buoys prescribed. 

cial plans and on a vote of the 4679. Restriction on compensation of offi-
board. cers, &c. 

4666. Regulation of contracts for materi- ! 4680. Officers, &c., not to be inten'Sted in 
als, &c. 'I contracts. 

4667. Contracts for erection must be upon 
advertisement for proposals. 

Organization of SEc. 4653. The President shall appoint two officers of the Navy, of 
the Light-House high rank, two officers of the Corps of Engineers of the Army, and two 
Board • civilians of high scientific attainments, whose services may be at the dis-

31 Aug., 1852, c. posal of the President, together with an officer of the Navy and an officer 
112, s. 8, v. 10, P· of engineers of the Army, as secretaries, who shall constitute the Light-
119• House Board. 

President of the SEC. 4654. The Secretary of the Treasury shall be ex-officio president 
board. of the Light-House Board. 

Ibid., s. 9. 
Chairman. 
Ibid. 

SEc. 4655. The Light-HouE-e Board shall elect, by ballot, one of their 
number as chairman of the board, who shall preside at their meetings, 
when the president is absent, and shall perform such acts as may be pre
scribed by the rules of the board. 

Meetings of the SEc. 4656. The Light-House Board shall meet, for the transaction of 
board. business, on the first Mondays in March, June, September, and Decem-

Ibid. 88 . 8 10. ber. But the Secretary of the Treasury may convene the board when-
' ' ever, in his judgment, the exigencies of the service require it. 

Regulation of SEC. 4657. The Light-House Board may adopt such regulations for the 
meetings. government of their meetings as they judge expedient. 

Ibid., s. 8. 
Ueneral powers SEc. 4658. The Light- House Board shall be attached to the office of 

~d d duties of the Secretary of the Treaimry, and under his superintendence shall dis
ar • charge all administrative duties relating to the construction, illumination, 
Ibid., 88. 8, 10. inspection, and superintendence of light-houses, light-vessels, beacons, 
22 June, 1874, c. buoys sea-marks and their appendages a.nd embradng the security of 

416• t'· 18,P· 201. f d't· f 'k l d • t· ' • ·11 • • d .h 23 June 1874 c. oun a 10ns o wor s a rea y ex1s mg, procurrng 1 ummatmg an ot er 
455, v. 18; p. 220. apparatus, supplies, and materials f.fi-J] [ of] all kinds for building, and 

27 Feb., 1877, c. for rebuilding when necessa11·, and keeping in good repair the light-
69, 1

'· 
19, P· 252• houses, light-vessel:;, beacons, and buoys of t~e United 8tates; and shall 

have the charge and custody of all the are hives, books, documents, draw
ings, models, returns, apparatus, and other things appertaining to ,he 
Light-House E:,itablishment. 

Estimates of SEC. 4659. The Light-House Board shaH furnish, upon the requisition 
light-houseexpen- of the Secretary of the Treasury, all the estiD1ates of expense which the 
ses. several bmnches of the light-house service may require, and su<'h other 
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in1ormation as mav be required, to be laid before Congress at the oom- 31 Aug., 1852, c. 
mencement of each session. [Sees 168i.J • 112, s. 16, v. 10, p. 

~ . . . 120. 
:SEC. 4660. The Light-House Board 1s authorized, whenever an appro- Purchaseofsites 

priation _ha.-. been o_r may be made by Congress for a new hght-house, the for light-houses. 
proper site for which does not belong to the United States, to purchase 2 Mar., 1867, c. 
the necessary land, provided the purchase-money be paid from the amount 167, 8. 4, v. 14, p. 
appropriated for such light-house. (Sees Boo.] 466. 

SEc. 4661. No light-house, beacon, public piers, or landmark, shall be Cession of juris
built or erected on anv site until cess10n of Jurisdiction over the same diction requisite. 
has been me.de to the United States. [See§ 1888.J 15 May, 1820, c. 

112, s. 1, v. 3, p. 598. 3 Mar., 1821, c. 52, s. 3, v. 3, p. 644. 
SE?. 4662. A cession by a State of jurisdiction over a place selected as W~at r.ession is 

the site of a light-house, or other structure or work of the Light-House sufficient. 
Establishment, shall be deemed sufficient within the preceding section, 2 '.\'.tar., 1795, c. 
notwithstanding it contains a reservation that process issued under 40, ss. 1, 2, v. 1, p. 
authority of such State may continue to be served within such place. 426• 
And notwithstanding any such cession of jurisdiction contains no such 
reservation, all process may be served and executed within the place 
ceded, in the same manner as if no cession had been me.de. 

SEc. 4663. 'Whenever preliminary surveys are required to ascertain the Pr'eliminarysur
necessity for any light-house, light-ship, beacon, or other warning to ves- veys. 
se~s, the erection <;>f which is or may be authori~ed by law, or to deter- - 3-M-a-r.-, -1-&'i-1-, -c. 
mme the proper site for the same, or to ascertam more fully what the 37, 88 . 2, 3, 4, v. 9, 
public exigency requires, the Secretary of the Treasury may cause the pp. 628,629: 
n~ry _examinations an~ surveys on the sea-board to be made under 

1 
~1 Aug., 1&:2, c. 

the direction of the Supenntendent of the Coast Survey, and those on Pl 1•1;· 
5• 6• 7' '· 10• 

the northwestern lakes to be made under the direction of the Corps of • 18 Aug. 1856 c. 
Enj(ineers. In all ca.ses in which adverse reports a.re me.de, they shall 160, e. 5, ~- 11,' p. 
be submitted to Congress at its next session. In all cases in which the 10~-M 

1 objects authorized are favorably reported upon, the works may be com- 81 8 6 a~.b ~9,fa1' 
menced immediately after valid titles and cessiolll:! of jurisdiction shall 3 Mar:, isi3, c: 
have been obtained to the sites. 78, s. 1, v.12, p. 743. 

SEC. 4664. The President shall ca\18e to be detailed from the Engineer Superintendents 
Corps of the Army, from time to time, such officers as may be necessary of construc_tion, 
to superintend the com,truction and renovation of light-house:-. t.~~-of light-

------
3 Mar., 1831, c. 37, s. 9, v. 9, p. 629. 

SEC. 4665. The Light-House Board shall cause to be prepared by the Contracts must 
enaineer secretarv of the board, or by such officer of engineers of the Anny ~ founded on offi-

t:,• d ·1"'d f h • 11 I d • • · • cull plansandona as may be etai e or t at service, a p ans, ra.wmgs, spec1ticat10ns, ,·ote of the board 
and estimates of cost, of all illuminating and other apparatus, and of • 
construction and repair of towers, buildings, &c., connected with the 11; 1 A~1f"• 18fJ• r. 
Light-House Establi11hment, and no bid or contract shall be accepted or 120'. s. ' v. 'P· 
entered into, except upon the decision of the hoard, a.ta regular or special 
meeting, and through their properly authorized officers. 

SEc. 4666. All materials for tlie construction and repair of light-houses, Regulation of 
light-vessels, beacons, buoys, and so forth, shall be procured by public C?n1tracts& for mat.e-

h ,_ • th ho d f • • na s c. contracts, under sue reguu.t1ons as e ar may rom time to time '. . 
adopt, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, and all Ibid., s. 14. 
works of construction, renovation, and repair shall be made by the orders 
of the board, under the immediate superintendence of their eng-ineer 
secretary, or of such engineer of the Army as may be detailed for that 
service. 

SEC. 4667. No contract for the erection of any light-house shall be made Contracts for 
exoept after public advertisement for proposals in such.form and manner erection must. be 
as to secure _g-eneral notice thereof, and_ the same shall Of!-IY b~ made_ with ~~itior ~ 0";:j;. the lowest bidder therefor, ul!?n security deemed sufficient m the 1udg- --__ P __ _ 
ment of the Secretary of the freasury. 2 Mar., 1867, c. 

149,s.1, v.14, p.425. 
SEC. 4668. Whenever any of the light-vessels occup1.ing positions . Substitution of 

which a.re adapted to the erection of light-hoU8eS upon p1le-foundation8 J!it~t-i'?uses for 
require to be rebuilt, or require such extensive repairs as to render the 1!!' t-s ipe. 
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3 Mar., 1859, c. substitution of such light-houses advisable and practicable, such perma-
Sl,s. 2, v.ll,p. 424• nent structures may be erected in place of any such light-vessels; but 

the expense arising from all such changes and erections i;hall be defrayed 
from the general annual appropriations for repairs, and so forth, of light
vessels, except when a special appropriation 1s made for such chan_ge. 

Regu~tions for SEC. 4669. The Light-House Board, with the approval of the Secre
t he. hgh t-h0use tary of the Treasury, shall prescribe, and from time to time may alter 
service. or amend, and cause to be distributed, such regulations as they deem 

31 Aug., 1852, c. proper for securing an efficient, uniform, and economical administration i~'. s. 13• v. 10• P· of the Light-House Establishment. 
Light-house dis- SEc. 4670. The Light-House Board shall arrange the Atlantic, Gulf, 

tricts. Pacific, and Lake coasts of the United States, into light-house districts, 
Ibid.,s.12,p.119. not exceeding twelve in number. 
Light-house in- SEC. 4671. An officer of the Army or Navy shall be assigned to each 

spectors. district as a light-house inspector, subject to the order8 of the Light-
Ibid., s. 12. House Board; and shall receive for such service the same pay and emol

uments that he would be entitled to by law for the performance of duty 
in the regular line of his profession, and no other, exeept the legal allow
ance per mile, when traveling under orders connected with hi8 duties. 

Collectorsofcus- SEC. 4672. The Secretary of the Treasury shall assign to any of the 
to~s to :r as BU· collectors of the customs the superintendence of such light-houses, 
pennten ents. beacons, light-ships, and buoys, as he deems best; but no person whose 

28 Sept., 1850, c. compensation as collector of customs exceeds three thousand dollars a 
77:, s. 7, v. 9, P· 504• year shall receive any compensation as disbursing agent for the Light-
167 1:a~., v~8fJ• ;: House Establishment, whether the sums disbursed by him be for arti-
466'. ' ' cles to be used or services rendered within or without the limits of his 

superintendency or collection-district: Proi•ided, That where the com
pensation of any collector as'disbursing agent is not more than three 
thousand dollars a year, such agent shall receive for such services not 

. more than four hundred dollars in any fiscal year. • 
t· Theircompensa- SEC. 4673. The Secretarv of the Treasurv is authorized to regulate the 
ion. salaries of the respective keepers of light~houses in such manner as he 

14
~ Ma;., 18

1
6J, c. deems just and proper, but the whole sum allowed for such salaries.shall 

425'. s. ' v. ' p. not exceed an average of six hundred dollars to each keeper. [See§ un.J 

Ddiscontintaub8

1
!1che SEC. 4674. The Secretary of the Treasury may, upon the recommenda-

an re-es 18 
• • f h L" h H B d d" • f t· t· h 1· I ment of lights. tlon o t e 1g t- ouse oar , u,contmue rom 1me to 1me sue 1g 1ts 

------ as may from any cause become useless or unnecessary. And he may, 
81

3 ~3:'·h185~ 2~· upon the like recommendation, from time to time re-establish any lights 
,s. ' • ,p. • which have been thus discontinued, whenever he believes such re-estab-

lishment to be required hy public convenience or the necessities of trade 
or commerce. [See§ o31i8.J 

Sale of useless SEC. 4675. The Secretary of the Treasurv may, after a week's notice 
sites. to the public, sell and convey any real estate no longer used for light-

3 Mar., 1869, c. house purposes, the avails of such sale to ht' paid into the national 
122, s. 1, v. 15, pp. Treasury. 
301,304. 23JunP, 1874, c. 455, v. 18,p. 217. 

Warnings to be SEC. 4676. The Light-House Board may, when they deem it is neces
plac~ over ob- sary, place a light-vessel, or other suitable warning of danger, on or ov~r 
struchons, &c. any wreck or temporary obstruction to the entrance of any harbor, or m 

2Mar.,1868,Res. the channel or fairway of any bay or sound. 
No.16,s.1, v.15,p. 249. 

Pier-heads to be. SEc. 4677. The Light-House Board shall properly mark all pier-heads 
marked. belonging to the United States situated on the northern and northwest-

15 July 1870 c: ern lakes, whenever the board is duly notitied by the department charged 
?92, s. 3, 'v. rn; p. with. the constrrictio~ or repair of pier-heads that the construction or 
309. repair of any such pier-heads has been completed. 

C0!<?Uf buoys SEc. 4678. All buoys along the coast, or in bays, harbors, soundti, or 
prescn • channels, shall be colored and numbered, so that passing up the coa.--t 

28Sept., 1850, c. or sound, or entering the bay, harbor, or channel, red buoys with even 
77, s. 6, v. 9, P· 504• numbers shall be passed on the starboard hand, black buoys with uneven 

numbers on the port hand, and buoys with red and black stripes on 
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either hand. Buoys in channel-ways shall be colored with alternate 
white and black perpendicular stripes. 

SEC. 4679. No additional salary shall be allowed to any civil, military, Restricti?nupon 
or naval officer on account of his bein:r emploved on the Light-House coffimpensa&tion of 
Bo d be• • h h I" h h • 0 t,-ers, c. ar , or mg m anv manner attac e tot e 1g t- ouse service. ---- - ---

• 31 Aug., 1852, c. 
112, 8. 17, V. 10, p. 120. 

SEc. 4680. No member of the Light-House Board, inspector, light- Offi~ers, &c., n?t 
keeper, or other person in any manner connected with the light-house to~ m;erested m 
senice, shall he int~1·ested, either directly or indirectly, in any contract con rac s. 
for labor, materials, or supplies for the light-house service, or in any 31 Au~., ~85

0
2, c. 

l d f t t • 'll • t· • t· l f 112 s 1, '. 1 p. patent, p an, or mo e o cons rue ton or 1 umma 10n, or many ar 1c e o 120• • ' ' 
supply for the light-house service. • 
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